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Epiphany: 
Welcoming 
God's  Light 


In  much  of  the  world,  Christmas  is  celebrated 
on  January  6,  the  day  that  we  call  Epiphany  on 
our  western  Christian  calendar. 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


Epiphany  is  the  traditional  celebration  of  the 
coming  of  the  Magi  to  worship  the  baby  Jesus.  It 
Is  also  a  symbol  of  light  coming  into  darkness  and  of  the  baptism  of 
Jesus. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  Magi.  They  were  a  cast  of  schol¬ 
ars  and  mathematicians  from  Ancient  Persia  —  what  is  now  Iran. 

There  have  been  so  many  traditions  built  around  the  coming  of  the 
Magi  that  it  is  impossible  to  dig  back  to  origins.  We  know  from  Mat¬ 
thew  they  came  from  the  East.  Nowhere  is  the  number  three  men¬ 
tioned.  Perhaps  the  hymn  writers  decided  that  since  there  were  three 
gifts,  each  must  have  been  carried  by  one  Magi. 

The  Magi  were  not  kings.  Yet  Psalms  68  and  75  speak  of  kings 
bearing  gifts  to  God,  so  legends  and  traditions  were  bom. 

By  the  Tenth  Century,  they  were  given  names  —  Caspar,  Melchior 
and  Balthasar.  Stories  are  still  being  written  about  these  wonderful 
wanderers  from  the  East. 

And  what  about  the  star  that  they  followed?  Skeptics  raise  sound 
questions:  Why  did  no  other  source  record  the  star  if  it  was  so  bright? 
Why  did  the  Magi  see  it?  How  did  it  stand  over  a  stable? 

But  even  the  most  skeptical  historians  place  a  major  astronomical 
event  in  the  year  7  B.  C.,  the  year  Jesus  was  probably  bom.  Jupiter 
and  Saturn  came  close  together  three  times  that  year.  Indeed,  the 
heavens  were  ablaze  for  those  trained  in  looking. 

But  to  analyze  the  star  and  scrutinize  the  Magi  completely  misses 
the  point  of  the  Epiphany.  Who  they  were  and  what  the  star  was  are 
really  secondary  to  the  story. 

We  are  about  the  lofty  business  of  faith,  not  astronomical  fact.  It  is 
important  to  note  that  the  story  of  the  Magi  is  really  a  story  of  the  pil¬ 
grimage  of  faith  that  each  of  us  takes,  one  that  hopefully  leads  to  the 
manger. 

Second,  the  star  is  a  powerful  symbol  that  Jesus’  birth  was  not  just 
an  event  to  reconcile  history,  but  also  an  event  to  reconcile  all  of  na¬ 
ture. 

Third,  the  Magi  remind  us  that  the  gospel  is  not  narrowly  sectarian 
but  truth  for  all  human  kind. 

Finally,  the  star  and  the  manger  point  to  the  location  where  life 
really  begins. 

The  beginning  is  Jesus  who  is  the  bright  and  morning  star,  the 
source  of  all  light,  the  giver  of  all  life. 

Epiphany  is  a  time  to  recommit  ourselves  to  follow  Him. 


1992  Was  A  Good  Year;  Now  We  Move  Forward  in  Faith 


The  Russian  Food  Lift,  Vision 
2000  activities,  Hurricane  Andrew 
disaster  relief,  planning  for  a  new 
Conference  Center  and  building 
new  churches  were  among  activities 
that  kept  Louisiana  Conference 
churches  busy  and  involved  during 
1992. 

Two  quadrennial  connectional 
conferences  plus  our  own  Annual 
Conference  kept  many  in  meetings 
that  provided  inspiration  and 
networking  opportunities.  One  of 
the  most  exciting  meetings  was  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  during  which  our  own  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference  member, 
A1  Norris  was  elected  bishop  on  the 
first  ballot. 

The  most  frustrating  for  Louisi¬ 
anians  was  the  General  Conference 
legislation  that  mandated  that  Loui¬ 
siana  clergymen  and  workers  sub¬ 
scribe  to  UM  Care,  a 
denomination-wide  health  plan, 
provided  at  a  higher  cost  than  the 
one  currently  in  use  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  (This  was  later  overturned  by 
the  Judicial  Council  with  the  help 
of  a  brief  from  our  Conference  sent 
in  opposition  to  the  mandate). 

Inspirational  Speakers 

Our  own  Annual  Conference  was 
especially  inspirational  with  out¬ 
standing  speakers  including  three 
bishops  —  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint, 
Bishop  Sharon  Christopher  and 
Louisiana's  Bishop  Oden  —  plus 
Kirbyjon  Caldwell  and  Twick  Mor- 
risson. 

People  in  our  Conference  were 
recognized  elsewhere.  Our  own.  Dr. 
Ray  Branton  became  executive  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

Louisiana  continued  its  role  as  a 
leader  in  expanding  United  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Russia.  Bishop  Oden  was 
among  three  American  bishops  to 
participate  in  the  historic  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  United  Methodist  Mission 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  States. 

Louisiana  Conference  also  pro¬ 
vided  the  denomination  with  the 
leader  of  the  Russian  Initiative,  Dr. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  former  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists 
joined  together  to  prepare  and  send 
140  tons  of  food  to  Ekaterinburg. 
Our  Conference  became  the  largest 
single  donor  to  this  denomination¬ 
wide  effort  through  the  auspices  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

Historic  Telecast 

Broadmoor  UMC  Shreveport  and 
members  of  the  UM  Church  of  Eka¬ 
terinburg  participated  in  an  historic 
VISN  telecast  from  Moscow  and 
Shreveport  sponsored  by  the  UM 


Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Bishop  Oden's  parish  extended  to 
other  parts  of  the  world  as  he  was 
involved  in  the  United  Methodist- 
Anglican  Dialogue,  meeting  with 
other  leaders  in  Jerusalem.  He  also 
received  national  recognition  for 
the  section  he  wrote  of  the  Abing¬ 
don  Press  book,  Send  Me?:  The 
Itineracy  in  Crisis.  Closer  to  home, 
he  participated  in  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  connection  with  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Gubernatorial  Inauguration 
and  was  awarded  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Medal  of  Honor. 

Marilyn  Oden  wrote  articles  for 
denomination-wide  publications 
and  received  Dillard’s  Distin¬ 
guished  Achievement  Award. 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny  was  elected  to 
his  sixth  term  as  president  of  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Hurricane  Relief 

In  Baldwin,  La.,  Sager-Brown 
School,  long  closed  and  in  disrepair, 
blossomed  to  new  life  as  a  center  for 
storm  relief  in  the  Southern  parish¬ 
es.  United  Methodists  and  others 
from  many  areas  of  the  United 
States  came  to  Louisiana  to  help 
there,  in  Dulac,  in  LaPlace  and  in 
other  areas  where  homes  were  de¬ 
stroyed  or  damaged.  Sarah 
Schoeffler  directed  the  storm  relief 
which  continues. 

Legislators  and  Lt.  Gov.  Linda 
Schwegmann  attended  the  bishop’s 
reception  on  the  opening  day  of  the 
legislative  session.  Newspapers 
around  the  state  carried  news  of  the 
event. 

A  statewide  Communications 
workshop  was  held  and  was  well  at- 
i  tended  in  spite  of  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew's  visit. 

Over  100  UM  churches  contrib¬ 
uted  to  an  Advent  booklet  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Conference  office. 

VISION  2000 

Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  leaders  including  Confer¬ 
ence  staff  members  attending  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  qua¬ 
drennial  planning  meeting  found 
that  Louisiana  is  already  engaged  in 
many  of  the  projects  suggested  as 
preparation  for  the  future  through 
our  Vision  2000.  This  is  thanks  to 
the  vision  of  Bishop  Oden,  along 
with  support  and  direction  from 
Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  director 
of  CCOM,  and  Dr.  Charles  Sim¬ 
mons,  who  just  completed  eight 
years  as  head  of  the  Conference 
CCOM. 

The  Vision  2000  Initiative  will 
take  us  into  the  future.  We're  cele¬ 
brating  1992  but  also  preparing  for 
the  future  as  we  move  Forward  in 
Faith. 


Phillip  Verdin,  a  member  of  Clanton  Chapel  at  Dulac,  gets  help 
with  disaster  relief  food  from  Debbie  Ellington,  Judy  Zollinger  and 
Alice  Story. 


Many  gathered  at  the  Conference  Center  site  to  hear  about  building 
plans. 

Wishes  for  a  Happy  1993 

From  Louisiana  Conference  Staff 


January  Audit  Dates  Are  Listed 

The  district  audit  dates  for  January  are  announced  by  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway,  executive  director  of  administration/treasurer. 

They  are  as  follows: 


Acadiana,  Jan.  1 1-14 
Alexandria,  Jan.  12-13 
Baton  Rouge,  Jan.  12-13 
Lake  Charles,  Jan.  12-13 
Monroe,  Jan.  11-14 


New  Orleans,  Jan.  12-13 
North  Shore,  Jan.  12-13 
Ruston,  Jan.  11-12 
Shreveport,  Jan.  11-14 


January  9,  1993 
LA  Tech,  Howard  Auditorium 
Ruston,  LA 


January  23,  1993 
Centrople.x  Theatre 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 


FORWARD  IN 

\ FAITH 


Sarah  Schoeffler,  right,  directs  persons  gathered  for  storm  relief 
work  at  Sager-Brown. 


Li"72a5!n 

The  Russian  food  relief  took  the  efforts  of  people  all  across  Louisi¬ 
ana. 


r .  .  Singing  on  the  stage  at  the  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport  are, 
FROM  LEFT,  laypersons,  Henry  Adcock,  Twick  Morrisson,  Dr.  Anita 
'  |  Crump,  Jason  Owen,  Jane  Blackwell  and  Amy  Ward. 


Looks  like  we're  going  to  elect  a  bishop  on  the  first  ballot.  The  Rev. 
Larry  Robertson,  left,  tallies  the  votes  as  Rev.  Joe  McClain  and,  the 
Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir  and  Paul  White  assist. 


REPORTER 


Editorial 

The  sky's  not  falling — yet 


Church  researcher  George  Barna 
may  not  be  Chicken  Little. 

His  recent  warning  about  the 
mainstream  church's  future,  howev¬ 
er,  has  an  ominous  “sky  is  falling” 
ring  (see  related  articles  and  chart 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  As  such,  it 
merits  examination  by  any  of  us 
who  care  about  the  Christian  faith. 

A  key  to  Mr.  Bama’s  thesis — 
namely,  that  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  such  as  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  courting  ex¬ 
tinction — is  the  following  quote: 

“Unless  there  are  radical  and 
swift  changes  to  how  we  do  what  we 
are  called  to  do,  [organized  religion] 
can  deterioriate  awfUlly  quickly.” 

We  believe  Mr.  Bama’s  worst- 
case  scenario  contains  at  least  a  cru¬ 
cial  half-truth. 

That  half-truth:  For  two  decades 
and  more,  study  after  study  of 
mainstream  Protestantism  in  Amer¬ 
ica  has  revealed  a  well-documented 
trend  of  decline,  both  in  numbers 
and  in  spiritual  and  moral  impact 
on  American  life. 

That  trend,  if  unchecked,  would 
obviously  lead  to  the  disappearance 
of  denominations  and  related  forms 
of  congregational  life  as  we  have 
known  them  for  nearly  two  centuries. 

To  keep  matters  in  perspective,  it’s 
well  to  remember  that  neither  the 
church  in  its  entirety  nor  in  any  par¬ 
ticular  expression,  such  as  denomina¬ 
tions,  exhausts  the  means  by  which 
divine  truth  enters  the  world. 

It’s  equally  well  to  remember, 
however,  that  negative  trends  and 
related  predictions  of  the  church’s 


demise  aren't  necessarily  the 
church’s  destiny. 

Mr.  Bama  himself  implies  as  much 
by  his  indirect  call  for  “radical  and 
swift  changes"  in  how  mainline 
Christians  organize  and  do  our  work. 

He  offers  valuable  suggestions 
about  the  kinds  of  changes  that  are 
needed  (see  chart  elsewhere  in  this  is¬ 
sue).  Such  changes  could  help  extend 
the  usefulness  of  current  church 
structures  to  future  generations.  They 
merit  widespread  exploration  and 
application  where  appropriate. 

In  short,  we  aren’t  powerless  to 
alter  even  longstanding  downward 
trends  in  the  life  of  our  denomina¬ 
tions  and  individual  congregations. 
We  at  the  Reporter  have  observed 
and  reported  on  too  many  excep¬ 
tions  to  such  trends  over  the  years 
to  believe  otherwise. 

We’re  grateful  to  Mr.  Barna, 
therefore,  for  timely  warnings  that 
ring  true  to  an  ancient  insight  about 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ:  It  is  a 
fragile  “earthen  vessel”  given  as  a 
sacred  trust  for  proclaiming  the 
good  news  of  God’s  love. 

Hence,  threats  to  its  existence  in 
any  form  aren’t  matters  of  indiffer¬ 
ence  but  are  “wake-up  calls.”  Such 
alarms  should  move  us  to  deter¬ 
mined  efforts  to  revitalize  the  com¬ 
munity  of  faith. 

An  old  hymn  poses  pertinently 
the  challenge  to  every  generation: 

Rise  up,  ye  saints  of  God!  The 
church  for  you  doth  wait. 

Her  strength  unequal  to  her  task; 
rise  up  and  make  her  great! 


Letter  FROM  the  Editor 


We're  back  in  ' school ' 
to  serve  you  better 


It’s  back-to-school  time  for  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  editori¬ 
al  staff. 

Our  “school”  is  really  a  staff-ini- 
tiated  effort  to 
leant  more  about 
what  it  means  to 
be  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist.  Or,  defined 
more  broadly, 
what  it  means  to 
be  a  part  of  the 
historic  Wesleyan 
John  A.  Lovelace  tradition. 

We  six  editors  hope  to  cover  a 
different  book  each  month  through 
assigned  reading,  then  group  discus¬ 
sion  lasting  perhaps  one-half  day 
each  month. 


For  openers  we’re  reading  “The¬ 
ology  in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit”  by  the 
late  Albert  C.  Outler.  It’s  a  slim  pa¬ 
perback  but,  oh,  so  authoritative. 
As  one  leading  pastor  said  recently, 
“If  Albert  Outler  didn’t  know  about 
it,  chances  are  John  Wesley  never 
did  it.” 

Our  intent  in  these  studies  is  to 
educate  ourselves  so  we  can  better 


serve  you,  our  readers.  By  becoming 
better  informed  United  Methodists, 
we  expect  to  publish  editorial  state¬ 
ments  from  a  more  solid  theological 
foundation  and  to  make  better-in- 
formed  decisions  about  what  news 
and  features  to  publish. 

Our  study  sessions  began  this 
month  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  Stephen  L.  Swecker. 

In  that  connection  I’d  like  to  note 


his  new  title  and  the  disappearance 
of  his  name  from  the  masthead  at 
the  bottom  of  this  page. 

In  November,  Stephen  began  a 
year-long  part-time  pastorate  of  an 
ecumenical  congregation  in  Orchard 
Park,  N.Y.,  a  suburb  of  Buffalo. 

However,  under  a  new  title  of 
Editor-at-large,  he  retains  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Reporter,  where 
for  the  past  10  years  he  has  been  the 
editorial  page  editor  and  primary 
editorial  writer,  including  the  draft 
for  the  lead  editorial  on  this  page. 

Through  his  computer-and-tele- 
phone  links  to  our  Dallas  headquar¬ 
ters,  he’s  helping  us  explore  our 
technological  capabilities.  Relief 
from  daily  in-office  editing  duties 
also  will  enable  him  to  research  spe¬ 
cial  projects  for  the  Reporter. 

You'll  continue  to  see  Stephen’s 
byline  on  news  and  features  and 
he’ll  draft  most  of  our  editorials. 
He'll  also  edit  the  United  Methodist 
Record,  our  monthly  newspaper, 
during  his  one-week-a-month  tour 
of  duty  in  Dallas. 

Associate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
succeeds  Stephen  as  Faith  Forum 
page  editor.  She  has  been  the  edito¬ 
rial  page  “backup”  for  the  past  two 
years  while  learning  how  to  edit 
readers’  opinions  and  how  to  write 
editorials  under  Stephen’s  tutelage. 

Similar  expert  tutelage  from  “Pro¬ 
fessor  Swecker”  now  is  being  offered 
to  all  his  colleagues  and,  through  our 
better-educated  efforts,  to  you. 

— JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


What  others  are  saying 


“Christ  came  to  teach  . . .  love  to 
all  of  us.  He  lives  within  our  hearts 
today  so  that  we  may  impart  what 
we  have  learned  to  others.  That  is 
our  responsibility  as  Christians.” 

— United  Methodist  communicator 
Peg  Parker,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

*  *  * 

. .  As  Christians  we  are  all  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  ‘ministry  of  exposure.' 


How  we  are  exposed  . . .  seen  ...  to 
the  people  around  us  and  the  world 
is  very  important.  As  Jesus  said,  we 
are  the  light  of  the  world  . . .  We  are 
called  to  be  witnesses,  not  hidden 
disciples  or  silent  Christians.  We 
tell  the  ‘good  news’  by  being  ‘good 
news’  to  the  people.” 

— Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim  (Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  Area). 
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Letters  to  the 

/  pray  for  the  Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia 


Recent  events  in  the  “Iglesia 
Evangelica  Metodista  Boliviana,” 
have  caused  me  deep  sorrow,  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  20). 

I  was  bom  in  Bolivia.  I  am  a 
product  of  Methodist  missions  in 
that  country. 

One  of  the  properties  to  which 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  claims  title  is  the  house  where 
I  lived  as  a  child  and  youth.  It  be¬ 
longed  to  my  parents.  It  now  houses 
a  day  care  center.  My  mother  left  it 
to  the  Methodist  Church.  All  to¬ 
gether,  these  urban  and  rural  prop¬ 
erties  are  worth  millions. 

However,  what  concerns  me  more 
at  this  time,  is  the  public  image  and 
reputation  of  our  denomination  in 
Bolivia.  Methodist  people  and  institu¬ 
tions  were  not  only  models  but 
sources  of  inspiration,  before  and  af¬ 
ter  autonomy.  The  recent  public  scan¬ 
dals  have  certainly  marred  this  image! 

In  my  helplessness  and  limited 
vantage  point,  in  time  and  space, 
what  can  I  do?  I  have  only  one  re¬ 
course.  at  this  time:  prayer. 

I  pray  and  trust  that,  with  God’s 
guidance,  eventually  what  is  right 
and  true  will  prevail.  I  pray  and 
trust  that,  after  all  this  is  over,  bet¬ 
ter  days  will  dawn  for  the  “Iglesia 
Evangelica  Metodista  Boliviana.”  I 
invite  those  of  you  who  read  this  to 
do  likewise,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Lord  and  Savior  of  the 
whole  world. 

Alberto  Merubia 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


Let's  put  prayer  back 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article 
in  the  Nov.  27  issue  of  the  Report¬ 
er:  “Morality,  teens  and  us.” 

Let’s  put  prayers  back  in  the 
schools.  Those  that  don’t  want  to 
participate  don’t  have  to. 

What’s  wrong  with  teaching  chil¬ 
dren  there  is  a  God  out  there  that 
loves  them  and  will  guide  them? 
They  don’t  have  to  be  afraid  to  say 
no  to  their  peers  about  drugs,  sex, 
and  crime. 

We  have  tried  the  secular  way 
and  it  doesn’t  work.  Let’s  be  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  them  to  follow.  f 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

What  about  Pentecost? 

I  found  the  Nov.  27  article  on 
“Observances  of  Advent  . . to  be 
interesting  and  encouraging,  but  I 
was  shocked  and  dismayed  when  I 
saw  the  illustrated  chart  which  ac¬ 
companied  it.  What  I  found  upset¬ 
ting  about  it  was  the  complete  lack 
of  the  season  of  Pentecost  on  it. 

Traditionally,  Pentecost  is  not 
merely  an  event  in  the  universal 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Go  therefore  and  make  disciples 
of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son 
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit . . .”  (NRSV) 
Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s 

Readings 

fonday : 
lesday: 

' ednesday : 

hursday: 

•iday: 

iturday: 

inday: 


answer  Matthew  2:11) 

for  week  of  Jan.  3 

Psalms  72:1-7 
Psalms  72:10-14 
Isaiah  60:1-3 
Isaiah  60:4-6 
Matthew  2:1-6 
Matthew  2:7-12 
Ephesians  3:1-12 
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'I  live  in  the  Holy  Land — it  isn't  peaceful' 

I  was  rather  disturbed  to  read 
the  article  in  the  Reporter  by 
Richard  P.  Stark,  titled  “I  Experi¬ 
enced  a  Holy  Land  of  Peace"  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  20  and  Dec.  25). 

I  live  in  the  Holy  Land.  I  have 
travelled  extensively  throughout 
the  Holy  Land,  from  Dan  to  Beer- 
sheba.  I  work  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  Palestinian  and  Israeli  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Holy  Land.  The  Holy 
Land  is  many  things,  but  it  is  not  a 
land  of  peace. 

Tours  such  as  the  one  he  en¬ 
joyed,  sponsored  by  the  Israeli 
government  to  promote  tourism, 
are  carefully  choreographed  to  in¬ 
sulate  the  tourist  from  the  harsher 
realities  of  life  in  the  Holy  Land. 

Rarely  do  such  tours  offer  the 
tourist  the  opportunity  to  meet  ei¬ 
ther  Palestinian  or  Israeli  resi¬ 
dents  of  Israel  or  the  occupied 
territories. 

The  1992  General  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
adopted  a  resolution  on  “Holy 
Land  Tours.”  This  resolution  asks 
all  United  Methodists  who  travel 
to  the  Holy  Land  to  spend  time 


PHOTO  BV  JOE  HALE 

A  Palestinian  mother  and  several  of  her  eight  children  stand  be¬ 
side  a  pile  of  stones  that  was  their  home.  Sights  such  as  this  are 
kept  from  many  visitors  to  Israel,  contends  a  letter  writer. 


meeting  with  representatives  of 
the  indigenous  Christian  commu¬ 
nities  so  that  their  experiences  will 
lead  them  to  understand  the  full 
reality  of  the  Holy  Land  of  today 


and  experience  the  wonderful  vi¬ 
tality  of  those  who  practice  their 
faith  here. 

Peter  J.  Miano 
Jerusalem,  Israel 


Church,  but  an  entire  season  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  day  of  Pentecost.  In 
contrast,  the  season  of  Kingdomtide 
(where  Pentecost  ought  to  be  on  the 
illustrated  graphic,  in  my  opinion) 
is  rather  “Johnny-come-Iately.” 

In  my  opinion,  Pentecost  is  the 
third  most  important  season  in  the 
Christian  calendar  after  Easter  and 
Christmas.  To  overlook  it  is  to  lose  an 
integral  part  of  our  biblical  heritage. 

Timothy  A.  Kriebel 
Aston,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1992 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship, 
which  is  the  source  for  “Christian 
Year  Calendar,”  lists  Pentecost  as  a 
day  of  observance,  not  as  a  season. 
The  season  which  follows  the  day  of 
Pentecost  is  listed  as  “Ordinary 
Time”  or  “Kingdomtide.” 

Thanks  for  Malcolm  X  page 

Thanks  for  the  Malcolm  X  page 
Dec.  4! 

The  film  reminded  me  of  my  time 
as  a  marcher  in  the  1986  Great  Peace 
March  for  Global  Nuclear  Disarma¬ 
ment,  Los  Angeles  to  Washington, 
and  of  our  planting  a  peace  tree  at 
Medgar  Evers  College  in  Brooklyn 
Oct.  22  that  year.  A  speaker  in  the 
planting  ceremony  was  Dr.  Betty 
Shabazz,  teacher  at  the  college  and 
widow  of  Malcolm  X. 

After  his  interracial  brotherhood 


experience  on  his  sojourn  to  Mecca, 
Malcolm’s  final  message  called  for 
interfaith  and  interracial  cooperation 
in  dealing  with  the  plague  of  racism 
which  diminishes  all  of  us.  His  wid¬ 
ow’s  role  in  Brooklyn  illustrates  ful¬ 
fillment  of  Malcolm’s  mature  vision. 
The  chasm  between  Christianity  and 
Islam  can  be  bridged! 

Our  churches  need  that  Malcolm 
X  film!  Viewing  it  is  a  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience,  a  lesson  in  morality,  self- 
respect  and  clean  living. 

J.  Walter  Cobb 
Eagle  Rock,  California 

Is  this  Jesus'  way? 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Robinson 
Gaither  suggests  we  should  embrace 
Malcolm’s  ideology  wholeheartedly 
when  he  urged  challenging  people 
and  systems  by  any  means. possible, 
“whether  political,  economic,  so¬ 
cial,  physical,  anything  that’s  neces¬ 
sary  as  long  as  it’s  intelligently 
directed  and  designed  to  get  re¬ 
sults”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4). 

Is  this  the  way  of  Jesus?  The  same 
Jesus  who  refused  to  worship  Satan 
in  order  to  rule  over  the  kingdoms 
of  earth,  who  would  not  leap  off  the 
temple  into  the  waiting  arms  of  an¬ 
gels  in  order  to  attract  a  crowd  of 
followers  (Luke  4:5-12)?  The  goals 
of  Jesus  ruling  the  earth  and  win¬ 
ning  followers  were  surely  desirable. 


But  the  ends  don’t  justify  the 
means! 

Then  Mr.  Gaither  suggested  Mal¬ 
colm  X  “knew  Jesus  Christ  as  a  rev¬ 
olutionary.”  Malcolm  X  was  a 
Muslim,  not  a  Christian.  He  might 
have  known  about  Jesus,  but  he  did 
not  know  him. 

Why  don’t  we  try  to  bring  a  Chris¬ 
tian  perspective  to  “Malcolm  X” 
rather  than  a  politically  correct  per¬ 
spective?  Then  we  could  recognize 
the  great  contributions  and  the  hu¬ 
man  flaws  of  Malcolm  and  others. 

J.  David  Trawick 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

I  appreciate  it 

I  want  to  express  my  thanks  to 
your  Editor-at-large  Stephen 
Swecker  for  his  article  “Overdue 
Letter  Tapped  A  River  of  Christian 
Love"  (see  UMR,  Nov.  27). 

A  year  ago  I  felt  a  similar  kind  of 
release  of  gratitude  expressing  in  a 
letter  my  appreciation  to  the  pastor 
who  had  led  a  workshop  on  pastoral 
care  and  addiction.  He  freely  shared 
his  own  pain  and  his  discovery  of 
the  healing  power  of  God. 

I  hope  Mr.  Swecker  will  write 
more  articles.  I  am  sure  that  there  are 
other  readers  who  feel  a  desperate 
need  for  more  writing  of  this  depth. 
Robert  G.  Forsyth 
Florence,  Massachusetts 


My  Witness= 

A  little  child 

By  MARGARET  L.  CLACK 

“What  in  this  church  makes  you 
happy?”  read  the  question  on  the 
yellow  card. 

Our  church  was  getting  ready  for 
a  planning  conference  that  after¬ 
noon,  so  cards  were  handed  out  to 
everyone  in  the  worship  service.  On 
the  back  of  the  card  was  a  second 
question:  “What  would  you  like  to 
see  the  church  do  that  it  is  not?” 

Children  are  given  equal  opportu¬ 
nity  to  be  involved  in  the  decision¬ 
making  process  as  well  as  being 
involved  in  worship.  During  chil¬ 
dren’s  time  that  morning,  I  ex¬ 
plained  what  we  were  doing  with 
the  yellow  cards,  and  they  helped 
the  pastor  and  me  distribute  the 
cards  to  everyone  in  the  pews.  We 
gave  the  people  a  few  minutes  to 
write  down  their  ideas  on  both  sides 
of  the  cards.  Some  people  took  a  lit¬ 
tle  longer  and  spent  time  writing 
quite  a  lot.  Many  of  the  cards  were 
returned  after  worship  had  ended. 

The  task  of  those  who  attended 
the  planning  conference  was  to  read 
the  cards  and  come  up  with  some 
objectives  for  the  year  ahead. 

Our  group  found  a  card  written 
by  a  young  child  which  stood  apart 
from  all  the  rest.  Its  large  printing 
and  “original"  spelling  indicated 
that  the  child  was  probably  6  or  7 
years  old. 

This  young  person  had  some  very 
definite  ideas  about  what  was  good 
about  our  church. 

“What  in  this  church  makes  you 
happy?” 

l.“when  we  say  lorg  her  are 
prers” 

(Our  response  to  the  joys  and 
concerns  voiced  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion  is  “Lord,  hear  our  prayers.”) 


led  us  to  understanding 


2.  “when  the  laty  at  time  whith 
the  chlidre  askes  as  cuesJens” 

(Sometimes  I  or  someone  else 
asks  the  children  questions  during 
the  time  with  the  children.) 

3.  “i  LicKe  comewnyen” 

(Children  are  encouraged  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  or  Holy 
Communion,  along  with  adults  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month). 

It  is  obvious  to  me  that  the  writer 
of  these  comments  feels  welcomed, 
included,  and  valued  by  this 
worshipping  congregation. 

The  memories  of  these  experi¬ 
ences  will  help  to  shape  the  faith 
and  the  future  participation  of  this 
young  person  in  this  or  another 
worshipping  community. 

It  must  have  taken  a  long  time 
and  a  lot  of  effort  to  print  the  an¬ 
swers  so  carefully.  Difficult  work 
for  small  hands. 

The  church  that  values  and  hon- 


My  Witness  is  a  column  througl 
which  Reporter  read- 
ers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  oi 
the  Christian  life. 

Margaret  L.  Clack  is  a 
diaconal  minister  on 
leave  from  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  u 

in  Napa,  California  (California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  lot 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O, 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 . 


ors  its  children  by  including  them 
in  all  of  the  work  and  the  celebra¬ 
tions  is  truly  being  “the  church.” 
Jesus  said,  “Let  the  children  come 

May  we  always  make  the  children 
feel  a  welcome  part  of  the  church. 


What  in  this  church  makes  you  happy? 
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A  child's  survey  response  shows  how  much  the  writer  feels  wel¬ 
comed  and  included  by  a  congregation. 
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New  mission, 
new  bishops 
top  UMC's  '92 

By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  new  mission  in  former  Soviet  territory, 
bishops’  elections,  a  judicial  thumbs-down  on  a 
churchwide  health-care  plan  and  the  plight  of 
people  affected  by  hurricanes  captured  the  at¬ 
tention  of  United  Methodists  in  1992. 

One  year  after  the  collapse  of  the  Communist 
regime  in  Moscow,  mission  to  the  countries  of 
the  former  Soviet  Union  was  formally  opened 
by  United  Methodism’s  mission  agency  and  the 
church's  Central  Conference  of  Europe. 

Food  goes  to  Soviets 

United  Methodists  sent  thousands  of  food 
parcels  packed  by  church  members  in  a  hands- 
on  project  aiding  former  Soviet  states.  By  June, 
the  successful  foodlift  had  shipped  100,000  box¬ 
es  (2,000  tons)  valued  at  $4  million. 

The  World  Methodist  Council  announced  the 
spread  of  Methodism  into  formerly  communist 
countries  with  the  formation  of  eight  new  con¬ 
gregations  in  Czechoslovakia,  five  in  Poland, 
two  in  Latvia  and  one  in  Estonia. 

Aftermaths  of  Hurricane  Andrew  in  Florida 
and  Hurricane  Iniki  in  Hawaii  prompted  an 
outpouring  of  donations  and  relief  efforts  by 
United  Methodists  and  other  church  groups. 

Africa  University,  the  first  United  Methodist- 
related  university  on  African  soil,  opened  class¬ 
es  March  23  in  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

So  far,  United  Methodists  have  given  more 
than  $5  million  for  building  and  grounds  and 
$  1 .9  million  to  endow  scholarships. 

Sixteen  bishops  elected 

Sixteen  new  bishops  were  elected  to  replace 
retiring  leaders  at  five  July  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States.  They  included  the 
church’s  first  Korean-American  bishop,  four 
other  racial-ethnic  minorities  and  three  women. 

In  a  5-4  decision,  the  church’s  supreme  court, 
the  Judicial  Council,  declared  a  mandatory 
churchwide  health-care  plan  unconstitutional. 
The  controversial  system,  called  UMCare,  was 
approved  512-421  by  the  General  Conference  in 
May.  It  was  intended  to  cover  38,500  clergy  and 
some  lay  employees. 

The  church’s  1 992  policymaking  General  Con¬ 
ference  approved  a  $475  million  budget  for  1993- 
96.  It  includes  a  New  Mission  Initiative  Fund  of 
$3.4  million  to  support  new  ministry  ventures 
with  Hispanics,  Native  Americans,  older  adults, 
deaf  and  hearing-impaired  people,  college  and 
university  campuses,  and  substance  abusers. 

The  General  Conference  set  aside  time  on  the 
agenda  for  presentations  about  the  Los  Angeles 
riots  sparked  by  the  not-guilty  verdict  in  the 
case  of  police  charged  in  the  beating  of  Rodney 
King  and  about  racial  tensions. 

The  General  Conference  refused  to  relax  its 
stance  on  homosexuality  but  commended  for 
study  a  committee  report  in  which  arguments 
for  revising  the  church’s  policies  are  placed 
alongside  traditional  teachings.  The  conference 
upheld  the  civil  rights  of  gays  and  lesbians. 

Delegates  adopted  the  church’s  first  new 
Book  of  Worship  since  the  1968  merger  of  the 
former  Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches, 


Reaching  out, 
reaching  up, 
reclaiming  life 

Arms  surround  in  a  hug  .  .  .  arms  reach  out  in 
relief.  .  .  hands.ciinch  in  emotion  .  .  .  arms  reach 
up  in  excitement.  .  .  . 

These  snapshots  of  United  Methodism.  1992, 
show  a  Christian  community  essentially  bent  on 
validating  itself  by  serving  others. 

From  the  food  lines  of  a  wintry  day  in  Moscow 
to  the  shambles  of  a  Missisippi  trailer  park  to  the 
intensity  of  electing  the  church's  new  episcopal 
leaders,  these  were  the  people  called  United 
Methodist  obeying  the  Lord’s  command  to  go 
into  all  the  world,  making  disciples  of  all  nations. 

On  this  page  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
staff  presents  both  photographic  and  textual 
reminders  of  the  ending  year.  Along  with  these 
reminders  goes  our  pledge  to  continue  to  keep 
watch  on  the  church  through  the  coming  year  and 
to  report  faithfully  about  it. 


— The  Editors 


Delegates  to  the 
church's  1992 
legislative  General 
Conference  in 
Louisville,  Ky., 
hold  cards  aloft  in 
an  effort  to  catch 
the  eye  of  the 
presiding  bishop. 
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The  Rev.  R.  Bruce 
Weaver,  interim 
director  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Committee  on 
Relief,  embraces  a 
Russian  woman 
waiting  for  a  food 
box  to  be 
delivered  in 
Moscow. 
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Close  scrutiny  before  casting 
ballots  for  new  bishops 
characterized  the  church's 
five  jurisdictional 
conferences  at  mid-summer. 
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Prayers,  singing,  music  and  preaching  captured  1,500  United  Methodists  at  "Aldersgate  '92." 


JACKSON  (MISS.)  CLARION  LEDGER  PHOTO  BY  MICHELE  STAPLETON 

A  United  Methodist  pastor  (left)  extends  a  helping  hand  to  tornado  survivors ‘in  Mississippi. 
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Faith 

= connections 


RETIRED  BISHOP  DIES:  Retired  Bish¬ 
op  Frank  L.  Robertson,  75,  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Louisville  and  Birmingham  areas  (eight  and 
four  years,  respectively)  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  before  his  retirement  in  1984,  died 
Dec.  19  of  heart  failure.  He  had  served  pastor¬ 
ates  in  six  southern  Georgia  towns  befoie  his 
election  in  1972.  Burial  was  in  his  birthplace  of 
Covington,  Ga. 

NEW  PRESIDENT:  Robert  E.  Shimp,  act¬ 
ing  president  of  Millikin  University  in  Decatur, 
Ill.,  has  been  named  president  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  McMurry  University  in  Abilene, 
Texas.  He  will  become  the  school’s  ninth  presi¬ 
dent  on  June  1.  Dr.  Shimp  succeeds  Thomas  K. 
Kim,  president  for  the  past  22  years.  Dr.  Kim 
will  become  the  university’s  first  chancellor. 

ANTI-DRUG  COMMISSION:  De¬ 
spite  financial  problems  that  forced  the  closing 
of  its  national  anti-drug  curriculum  office  in 
early  1992,  the  Commission  on  Pan-Methodist 
Cooperation  has  pledged  renewed  efforts  to 
combat  substance  abuse.  This  will  include  pro¬ 
duction  of  curriculum  materials.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Area)  was  elected  to  head  the  commission  during 
1993-96.  Formed  in  1985,  the  commission  repre¬ 
sents  African  Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  and  United  Methodist  churches. 

INFOSERV  LINE  EXTENDED:  United 

Methodist  Communications  has  extended  its 
toll-free  telephone  Address  Line  to  full  time. 
According  to  Woodley  McEachern,  director  of 
InfoServ,  the  service  established  in  1989  is  de¬ 
signed  to  provide  any  local  church  with  the 
mailing  address  of  any  other  local  church  or 
clergy  for  church-related  matters.  Only  address¬ 
es  are  available;  telephone  numbers  and  names 
of  clergy  are  not.  The  number  for  the  Address 
Line  is  1-800-874-3211. 

PROCESS  STUDIED:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  financial  agency — the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration — re¬ 
cently  authorized  a  task  force  to  review  budget¬ 
ing  processes  related  to  the  church’s 
quadrennial  General  Conference.  The  Rev. 
Clifford  Droke.  the  council’s  chief  executive  of¬ 
ficer,  said  some  people  at  the  1992  General 
Conference  “felt  they  had  not  been  heard  in  the 
budgeting  process  and  that  they  were  out  of 
touch  with  the  church.” 

A  CHILD  SHALL  LEAD  THEM:  Con¬ 
cerned  about  the  victims  of  Hurricane  Andrew, 
three  11 -year  girls  from  the  United  Methodist 
Southern  New  England  conference  went  to  a  lo¬ 
cal  shopping  area  and  solicited  $680.03.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  “Zion’s  Herald”  edition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Review — sister  newspaper  to 
the  Reporter — Melissa  Pereira,  Krista  Wheeler, 
and  Carmen  Thomas  were  “crushed”  when  they 
saw  a  homeless  mother  and  her  infant  on  televi¬ 
sion  with  no  diapers  or  food.  Their  collection 
was  forwarded  to  the  Hurricane  Andrew  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No.  901185-6  by  their  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Frank  Klausman.  of  Provincetown  (Mass.) 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Faith  at  work 
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Researcher:  The  church  faces  extinction 
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George  Barna,  noted  church 
researcher,  highlights  these 
21st  century  ehalenges 
lacing  churches: 

_ 


"Kids  will  expect  every  learning 
situation  to  Involve  computers, 
CD-ROM  and  interactive  video. ... 
Churches  aren't  prepared  for  the 
time  warp  [they’ll  be  In]." 
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"We  ought  to  be  looking  at 
how  we  can  maximize  a 
person’s  ability  to  love  and 
support  another  person."  . 


Money 
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"Today  you  must  give  people 
practical  reasons,  based  on 
tangible  evidence,  that  their 
money  makes  a  difference 
In  the  world."  y 
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Crisis  In  Leadership 


"We  need  to  ask  senior  pastors  to 
master  skills  of  Integrity,  character, 
vision  and  focus  so  that  they  can 
be  visionary  leaders." 


ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Is  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  on 
the  verge  of  extinction? 

Researcher  George  Barna 
thinks  it  is — unless  denomina¬ 
tions  and  local  congregations 
make  radical  changes  in  the  ways 
they  present  and  live  out  the 
Gospel. 

Mr.  Barna  offered  his  challeng¬ 
ing  thesis,  based  on  his  nine 
years  of  researching  churches 
and  American  culture,  in  a  recent 
interview  with  the  Reporter. 

Major  cultural  transition 

“We’ve  seen  by  the  results  of 
ministry-related  studies  over  the 
last  five  years  that  we’re  in  the 
midst  of  a  major  cultural  transi¬ 
tion,”  said  the  researcher  from 
Glendale,  Calif. 

“The  patterns  of  the  past  are 
no  longer  accurate  predictors  of 
the  future.  Churches  need  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  we’re  in  transition 
and  remain  sensitive  to  the 
emerging  new  character  of  their 
surroundings,  without  compro¬ 
mising  the  Gospel.” 

The  decline  in  membership  of 
mainline  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions,  for  instance,  indicates  how 
poorly  most  churches  are  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  cultural  transi¬ 
tion,  he  explained. 

“Churches  tell  people,  ‘You 
must  play  by  our  rules,’  ”  Mr. 
Bama  noted.  “But  people  today 
say,  ‘I  don’t  have  to  play  by  your 
rules.  I’ll  go  where  my  own  needs 
are  met.’  ” 

Meeting  the  challenge  of  social 
change  will  require  churches  to  use 
up-to-date  methodology  to  trans¬ 
mit  their  theology,  he  continued. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Your  image  of  Jesus  may  be  as 
diverse  as  his  names:  Redeemer, 
Healer,  Son  of  God,  Prince  of 
Peace. 

But  have  you  ever  thought  of 
Jesus  as  Marketer? 

Researcher  George  Bama  as¬ 
serts  that  churches  today  fail  to 
recognize  that  Jesus  was  indeed  a 
marketer. 

By  failing  to  recognize  Jesus’ 
marketing  skills,  he  adds,  local 
congregations  fail  to  use  the 
modern-day  equivalents  of  Jesus’ 
abilities  to  spread  the  Gospel  ef¬ 
fectively. 

Mr.  Barna  recently  taught  a 
one-week  intensive  graduate 
course,  “Marketing  to  a  Culture 
in  Transition,”  at  Dallas  Baptist 


Please  see  related  editorial 
on  page  2. 


“There’s  a  difference  between 
methodology  and  theology,"  the 
researcher  explained. 

“You  must  have  your  theology 
in  place  first.  You  must  ask  your¬ 
selves  what  are  the  components 
of  truth  that  can’t  be  compro¬ 
mised.  God  doesn’t  change. 

The  methods  must  change 

“But  the  methods  we  use  to 
bring  people  to  God,  to  bring 
people  together,  to  help  them  un¬ 
derstand  they  must  help  the  poor 
and  the  oppressed — those 
change.  Then  when  you  select  a 
method,  you  must  test  it  against 
your  theology  before  you  use  it, 
not  after.” 

Mr.  Bama  said  that  there  will 
no  longer  be  a  single  model  for 
the  local  congregation.  People 
will  choose  from  among  such  di¬ 
verse  styles  as  the  nondenomina- 
tional  mega-church  and  the  local, 
denominational  congregation. 

The  significance  will  be  wheth¬ 
er  the  congregation  exhibits  the 
characteristics  of  a  viable  con¬ 
temporary  faith  community,  he 
said  (see  accompanying  stories). 

The  Reporter  asked  Mr.  Bama 
if  he  believes  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  can  respond  ef¬ 
fectively  to  the  challenges  of  the 
changing  culture. 

The  researcher  paused  for  sever¬ 
al  moments  before  he  answered: 

“I  think  denominations  will 
agonize  over  the  changes,  ap¬ 
point  some  study  committees 
and  make  a  few,  but  most  will 


University. 

The  course’s  intention,  he  told 
the  Reporter  in  an  interview,  was 
to  blend  business  perspectives 
with  religious  perspectives  in 
ways  that  could  address  the 
needs  and  challenges  of  Christian 
and  secular  organizations. 

His  classes  included  both  semi¬ 
nary  students  and  Christian  lay- 
people  in  business  school. 

“The  idea  is  to  expose  these 
different  types  of  people  to  each 
other,  break  them  into  research 
groups  and  get  them  thinking 
logically  about  plans  and  strate¬ 
gies,”  said  Mr.  Barna. 

The  underlying  goal,  the  re¬ 
searcher  continued,  is  to  get  po¬ 
tential  leaders  of  local 
congregations  to  think  about 
ways  to  present  the  Gospel  that 


make  too  few  changes  too  late. 

“[Mainline  denominations] 
aren’t  sufficiently  responsive  to  the 
marketplace,  to  the  needs  of  their 
own  people,  to  make  the  kind  of 
changes  that  make  a  difference.” 

Does  this  mean,  the  Reporter 
asked,  that  the  Christian  faith 
which  the  church  transmits  will 
be  lost  to  future  generations? 

“I’m  not  sure  that  churches  to- 


will  connect  with  people — the 
“marketplace” — without  com¬ 
promising  the  Gospel. 

“Every  local  congregation  en¬ 
gages  in  marketing,”  Mr.  Barna 
asserted.  “The  issue  is  how  well 
we’re  doing  it;  in  most  cases,  not 
at  all.” 

Local  congregations  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  marketing  mistake 
the  ethically-neutral  techniques 
of  marketing  for  manipulation  by 
unethical  marketers. 

To  clear  the  confusion,  Mr. 
Barna  said,  congregations  should 
look  to  Jesus  as  their  model. 

“Jesus  was  a  marketer.  He 
wasn’t  going  after  every  individ¬ 
ual.  He  conciously  rejected  the 
religious  intelligentsia — the 
Pharisees  and  Sadducees.  Jesus 
spoke  differently  to  Nicodemus 


day  are  transmitting  the  faith,” 
Mr.  Bama  answered  soberly.  “We 
have  the  form  of  religion  but  not 
the  heart.  We’ll  soon  cease  to  prac¬ 
tice  the  form  because  faith  with¬ 
out  heart  has  no  value. 

“What  I’m  suggesting  is  that 
unless  there  are  radical  and  swift 
changes  to  how  we  do  what  we’re 
called  to  do,  [organized  religion] 
can  deteriorate  awfully  quickly.” 


than  He  did  to  the  woman  at  the 
well.  He  took  the  Gospel  to  those 
who  most  needed  it.” 

Mr.  Bama  said  that  marketing, 
by  definition,  is  an  exchange 
where  people’s  needs  are  mutually 
met — a  definition  that  he  says  has 
implications  for  evangelism,  disci- 
pleship,  missions,  education,  ev¬ 
ery  aspect  of  a  local  congregation. 

The  researcher  acknowledged 
that  his  is  a  radical  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  call  to  follow  Christ. 

“If  you’re  going  to  have  a  part 
in  people’s  lives,  you’re  market¬ 
ing,”  he  said. 

“It’s  better  to  be  putting  ener¬ 
gy  into  marketing  appropriately 
than  into  denial  that  you’re  mar¬ 
keting,  if  you’re  really  serious 
about  transforming  lives  to  be 
more  Christlike.” 


Who  is 
George 
Barna ? 

Who  is  George  Barna? 

He  is  president  of  Bama  Re¬ 
search  Group  Ltd.,  a  9-year-old 
full-service  marketing  research 
company  located  in  Glendale, 
Calif.  The  company  specializes 
in  conducting  primary  research 
for  Christian  churches  and  para- 
church  organizations,  the  media, 
advertising  agencies  and  non¬ 
profit  organizations. 

His  Christian  clients  have  in¬ 
cluded  the  Billy  Graham  Evange¬ 
listic  Association,  Focus  on  the 
Family,  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ  and  the  Christian  Broad¬ 
casting  Network. 

Mr.  Barna  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  intentionally  keeps  his 
company  small,  with  10  full-time 
employees  and  40  to  50  part- 
time  survey  assistants. 

“I’m  very  hands-on  and  I  want 
to  keep  quality  high,”  he  said. 
“And  besides,  I  think  small  is 
beautiful.” 

He  has  written  1 1  books  based 
on  his  firm’s  research.  Probably 
his  best-known  book  is  “The 
Frog  in  the  Kettle:  What  Chris¬ 
tians  Need  to  Know  About  Life 
in  the  Year  2000.” 

Mr.  Bama  graduated  summa 
cum  laude  from  Boston  College 
and  earned  two  master’s  degrees 
at  Rutgers  University. 


Researcher  George  Barna  and 
his  firm  have  spent  nine  years 
studying  trends  in  American 
churches  and  denominations. 


Jesus  is  Redeemer,  Healer . . .  Marketer? 


Extraordinary  cooperation'  marks  church  relief  efforts  for  Somalia 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Church-related  relief  agencies  are 
exhibiting  and  receiving  “extraordi¬ 
nary  cooperation”  to  get  food  to  the 
people  of  Somalia. 

That’s  the  report  from  the  director 


of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  relief  agency 
just  back  from  East  Africa. 

Lani  Havens  of  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  said  the  church  coalition  airlift, 
run  by  Lutheran  World  Federation 
and  supported  by  several  denomina¬ 
tions,  continues  as  international 
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DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  is  being 
sought  by  a  growing  United  Methodist  Church  with 
average  morning  worship  attendance  of  600.  Music 
department  composed  of  14  choirs:  8  handbell, 
graded  children’s  choir  program,  junior  high  choir, 
senior  high  choir,  sanctuary  choir.  250  +  persons 
involved  in  music  program  including  volunteer  as- 
sistant  directors.  Brass,  string,  and  wind  ensembles 
available  to  accompany  in  worship.  Director  must 
be  creative  and  a  people  person.  Salary  negotiable. 
Resumes  must  be  received  by  February  1,  1993. 
Please  send  resume,  complete  with  references  to: 
Dr.  Steve  McElroy,  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church,  1 206  Greenwood  Lane,  Alamogordo,  NM 
88310.  We  are  located  at  the  base  of  the  beautiful 
Sacramento  Mountains. 

LARGE,  SUBURBAN  CHURCH  SEEKING  dy¬ 
namic  youth  leader  to  direct  active  program: 
UMYF,  Sunday  School,  Summer  Mission  Project, 
Bible  Studies,  etc.  Ability  to  recruit  adult  volun¬ 
teers  necessary.  Requirements:  Bachelors  degree; 
CE  training;  experience  in  youth  work.  Send  re¬ 
sume:  Scot  McRoberts,  Trinity  UMC,  903  Forest 
Avenue,  Richmond.  VA  23229. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  MINISTER  of  Music. 
Please  send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  416  South  Bonner,  Jacksonville,  TX 
75766. 

GROWING  SUBURBAN  2000+  MEMBER 
church  with  brand  new  facility  and  over  200  active 
youth  seeks  full-time  Youth  Director  with  bache- 
Iors  degree  minimum.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Rob 
Fuquay,  P.O.  Box  518,  Matthews,  NC  28106. 
Deadline  January  20. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  FINE  ARTS  need¬ 
ed  for  a  growing  2200-member  UM  congregation 
south  of  Houston.  Active  music  program  with  7 
choirs,  instrumentalists,  and  many  talented  volun¬ 
teer  leaders  in  the  areas  of  drama,  church  wide  mu¬ 
sicals  and  liturgical  fine  arts.  Experience  in  church 
music  is  necessary,  fine  arts  optional,  but  desired. 
Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  traditions  is  also 
desirable  and  dedication  to  serving  God's  church 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

through  music  is  a  must.  Salary  negotiable  based  on 
experience  and  qualifications.  For  additional  infor¬ 
mation  contact:  Dr.  David  Hearn  at  (713)  332- 
4596  or  send  resume  to:  Friendswood  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dr.  David  Hearn,  204  W. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 

Buses,  vans  and  luggage  trailers.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation.  (81 7)  458-4844. 

CHARLOTTE,  NC,  MYERS  PARK  UNITED 

Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of 
Children’s  Ministry.  Myers  Park  is  a  3600-member 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  for 
church/clcrgy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/swatches 
$3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor  Rd.,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

gram.  A  basic  degree  in  Christian  education  is  re¬ 
quired.  Certification  is  preferred.  Excellent  skills  in 
interpersonal  relationships,  administration,  plan¬ 
ning.  and  organization  are  required.  The  ability  to 
work  collegially  in  a  multiple  staff  setting  is  essen- 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

tial.  Compensation  (including  excellent  benefits)  is 
commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Send 
resume,  including  references,  to:  Dr  J  Lawrence 
McCleskey.  Myers  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 
Post  Office  Box  6 1 6 1 ,  Charlotte.  NC  28207-6 161 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504) 
488-0856. 

CHURCH  BUS,  ’83  FORD  20  PASSENGER, 

''Airporter”  style,  48,000  original  miles,  PS,  PB, 
auto,  AC.  heat,  460  gas  motor,  large  side  bus  doors. 
Very  well  cared  for,  in  excellent  condition. 
$17,500.00.(817)  738-0330. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804.  (919) 
442- 1 2 1 1  ^Accredited) . 

EARLY  REGISTRATION  DISCOUNT!  "Our 
Wesleyan  Heritage"  tour  of  England,  July  27-Aug. 

4  with  Scotland  extension.  Leora  Trice  and  Dr.  Mi¬ 
chael  Daves,  leaders.  Brochure.  214-357-5656. 

forces  secure  supply  routes. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter, 
Ms.  Havens  said  there  have  been  six. 
flights  a  day  to  six  relief  centers  in  So¬ 
malia,  with  each  flight  carrying  some. 
17.5  tons  of  food  and  medicine. 

She  said  the  next  step  for  Church 
World  Service  will  be  to  sponsor 
medical  teams  to  Somalia. 

Ms.  Havens  had  gone  to  Kenya  in 
December  with  intentions  of  going 
into  Somalia  during  the  height  of 
clan  fighting,  just  as  U.S.  troops 
were  preparing  to  go  to  Africa.  But 
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her  group  was  rerouted  because  the 
situation  was  too  dangerous. 

“We  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
Church  World  Service  refugee  of¬ 
fices  in  Nairobi,”  said  Ms.  Havens. 
“United  Methodist  support  is  used 
to  help  Somalians  who  are  trying  to 
get  into  the  U.S.  Also  funds  from 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  have  helped  purchase 
food  for  refugees.” 

Ms.  Havens  also  described  her  vis¬ 
it  to  a  Church  World  Service-admin¬ 
istered  camp  for  Somalian  refugees. 

Some  30,000  people  have  been 
placed  in  these  camps  after  crossing 
the  Somalian-Kenyan  border  either 
by  land  or  by  boat. 

The  director  said  virtually  every 
woman  in  the  camp  reported  hav¬ 
ing  been  been  raped  or  gang  raped 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


before  leaving  Somalia. 

“It's  a  serious  tragedy,  and  the 
numbers  are  really  growing,”  she 
continued. 

“Many  people  we  talked  to  in  Afri¬ 
ca  said  the  military  action  was  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary.  But  they  contend 
that  unless  disarmament  is  enacted, 
then  the  fighting  could  begin  again. 
Ail  the  gangs  will  do  is  hide  their 
guns  in  the  sand  and  say,  ‘We  will 
not  fight,’  then  dig  them  up  again. 

“We  also  met  with  Somalians 
who  said  efforts  have  to  be  made  to 
regroup  the  educated  people  who 
have  fled  Somalia  to  help  plan  for 
the  educated  future  of  the  country. 

“Most  people  left  in  the  country 
are  uneducated.” 

Ms.  Havens  added  that  she  will 
be  meeting  with  other  Church 


World  Service  officials  to  consider 
what  the  next  step  might  be  for  the 
ecumenical  community  as  things  in 
Somalia  stabilize. 

“With  all  the  shallow  graves, 
there  will  be  a  great  chance  of  dis¬ 
ease  spreading  rapidly,”  she  said. 


PROGRAM  COORDINATOR 
EDUCATIONAL/FAMILY  MINISTRIES 

To  plan,  develop,  supervise  a  12-month,  Christian, 
based  educational  program  for  all  ages  in  570-mem¬ 
ber  church  located  in  university  town  (55,000  pop.). 
Full-time.  Bachelor's  degree/church  background  pre¬ 
ferred  Job  description  available.  Salary:  $22,000- 
$24,000.  Application/resume  due  January  19. 
Algoma  Boulevard 
United  Methodist  Church 
1174  Algoma  Boulevard 
Oshkosh,  Wl  54901. 

(414)  231-2800. 


UNITED  METHODISM 
AND  AMERICAN  CULTURE 

A  Project  Supported  by  the  Lilly  Endowment 

Dennis  M.  Campbell  &  Russell  E.  Richey 
The  Divinity  School,  Duke  University 

The  Divinity  School  of  Duke  University  welcomes  applicants  for  a  three-year  Lilly-sponsored 
program  of  research  on  United  Methodism’s  relation  to  American  culture,  and  of  leadership 
education  to  explore  policy  implications  for  United  Methodism. 

•  30  scholars  will  be  commissioned  for  research  projects. 

•  20  persons  with  unusual  potential  for  denominational  leadership  will  undertake  related  projects. 
A  prospectus  outlines  the  procedures  for  proposals  for  the  research  component  and  for  nominations 
for  the  leadership  education  program. 

The  prospectus  and  other  information  are  available  from: 

The  Lilly  United  Methodism  Project 
The  J.M.  Ormond  Center  for  Research,  Planning  and  Development 
Duke  University  Divinity  School 
Box  90983,  Durham,  NC  27708-0983 
919-660-3423 

The  deadline  for  nominations  and  proposals  is  March  1,  1993.  *• 
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As  We  Start  the  Year, 

The  Choice 
Is  Still  Real! 

Bishop  William 
Oden 

The  children  of  Israel  are  gathered  on  the  plains  of  Moab  just  east  of 
the  Dead  Sea. 

After  40  years  of  wandering,  the  promised  land  spreads  before  them. 

Moses  is  preaching  his  farewell  sermon.  His  days  of  leadership  have 
come  to  an  end.  His  death  is  at  hand.  He  speaks: 

I  have  set  before  you  this  day,  life  and  God;  death  and 
evil. 

If  you  love  and  follow  the  Lord  your  God,  you  shall  grow 
and  live. 

If  your  heart  turns  away,  if  you  are  deaf  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  if  you  worship  false  Gods,  then  you  shall  perish! 

The  choice  is  yours  —  life  or  death,  blessing  or  cursing! 

(From  Deuteronomy  30:9) 

Moses’  sermon  is  directed  to  us.  We  stand  with  the  children  of  Israel 
on  the  plains  of  Moab.  The  choice  is  ours. 

It’s  not  that  God  is  a  scorekeeper.  We  decide  the  score  by  the  deci¬ 
sions  we  make  —  decisions  that  are  life-giving  or  decisions  that  are 
life-taking. 

I  can’t  think  of  a  better  way  to  start  the  new  year  than  by  meditating 
on  Moses’  words. 


Ida  and  Rodessa  Congregations 
To  Honor  Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 


Ida  and  Rodessa  UM  Churches 
plan  to  honor  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Carter  in  recognition  of 
his  50  years  in  the  ministry. 

He  preached  his  first  sermon  on 
Jan.  17,  1943,  receiving  his  license 
to  preach  the  same  year. 

Carter  became  an  elder  in  full 
connection  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  and  served  continuously  in 
several  areas  including  churches  in 
Shreveport,  Haughton,  Cotton  Val¬ 


ley,  Coushatta  and  Lewis  Chapel  in 
Winn  Parish  before  accepting  the 
retired  relationship. 

He  has  lived  in  the  new  Retired 
Minister's  Home  in  Vivian  since 
1984. 

Since  that  time  he  has  also  re¬ 
mained  active  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  He  served  as  pastor 
of  Ida  UMC,  associate  in  Vivian 
UMC  and  is  currently  pastor  of  Ida 
and  Rodessa  churches. 


North  Louisiana  Christian  Ashram 
Slated  for  Jan.  21-23  in  Ruston 


North  Louisiana  Christian  Ash¬ 
ram,  planned  with  the  cooperation 
of  Trinity  UM  Church,  is  scheduled 
for  Jan.  2 1-23  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in 
Ruston.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones, 
world-famous  missionary,  evange¬ 
list  and  author,  brought  the  Ashram 
Movement,  prominent  in  India  for 
many  centuries,  to  North  America 
in  1940.  He  gave  it  a  Christian  for¬ 
mat  and  connotation.  The  word, 
Ashram,  from  the  Sanskrit  means 
“a  retreat.” 

Bible  teacher  will  be  Dr.  Evelyn 
E.  Laycock,  director  of  the  Lay 
Ministries  Center  at  Lake  Juna- 


luska. 

The  Rev.  Keith  Tonkel,  who  was 
reared  in  New  Orleans  and  Bay  St. 
Louis  and  who  is  pastor  of  Wells 
UMC  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  will  be  a 
guest  evangelist  for  the  event.  He 
places  emphasis  on  helping  to  de¬ 
velop  the  lay  ministry. 

Directors  are  the  Rev.  Larry 
Miller  and  Leta  Autrey  and  publici¬ 
ty  is  being  arranged  by  Billy  and 
Millicent  McConnell. 

To  register  individuals  or  fam¬ 
ilies  contact  Yvonne  Bennett,  106 
E.  Woodhaven  Rd.,  Ruston,  71270, 
(318)255-6118. 


Males  in  Mission  May  Now  Apply 


Applications  are  being  accepted 
for  scholarships  designated  for  male 
persons  in  mission.  Awarded  annu¬ 
ally,  the  scholarships  are  provided 
by  the  Laura  Hofford  Trust. 

They  are  available  to  United 
States  citizens  who  meet  the  crite¬ 
ria:  Pursuing  undergraduate  study 
in  religion  or  related  fields  or  gradu¬ 
ate  study  in  accredited  schools  of 
theology  or  related  fields.  The 
scholarships  also  are  awarded  to 


persons  in  the  United  States  who 
are  interested  in  full-time  vocations 
or  study. 

Deadline  for  applications  is  Jan. 
30  for  the  fall  semester.  For  applica¬ 
tions  or  further  information  write: 
John  L.  McCullough,  Associate 
General  Secretary,  Mission  Person¬ 
nel  Resources  Program  Depart¬ 
ment,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Room 
1470,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


Vision  2000  —  Forward  in  Faith 
Training  Sessions  Set  To  Begin 


As  the  new  year  begins,  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  people  called  Method¬ 
ists  in  Louisiana  will  converge  in 
two  cities  to  receive  inspiration  and 
direction  in  the  ministry  of  their  lo¬ 
cal  churches.  Teams  have  been  se¬ 
lected  in  charge  conferences 
throughout  the  fall  of  '92  to  guide 
their  congregations  in  ministry  re¬ 
lated  to  one  of  the  four  emphases  — 
Serving,  Nurturing,  Inviting  or  Cel¬ 
ebrating. 

Special  Conference  task  forces 
have  been  meeting  since  June  of 
last  year  in  anticipation  of  provid¬ 
ing  guidance  to  our  local  churches 
in  these  important  aspects  of  vital 
congregations  (the  four  areas  having 
been  identified  through  our  own 
conference  listening  posts.) 

Jan.  9  and  Jan.  23 

All  pastors  and  task  force  mem¬ 
bers  are  invited  to  attend  one  of  the 
two  training  events  —  in  Ruston  at 
Louisiana  Tech  on  Saturday,  Jan.  9, 
and  Baton  Rouge  at  the  Riverside 
Centroplex  Theater  for  the  Per¬ 
forming  Arts  on  Saturday,  Jan.  23. 
(See  maps  in  this  issue  for  direc¬ 
tions.) 

Everyone  is  encouraged  to  be 
seated  by  9:45  a.m.  on  the  training 
days  in  order  to  begin  with  most 
significant  worship  experiences  that 
will  include  a  message  by  Bishop 
Oden  in  Ruston  and  the  pastor  of 
Frazer  Memorial  UM  Church  in 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  at  the  Baton 
Rouge  event.  (See  related  article, 
this  issue). 

Followingthe-opening  service,  all 
participants  will  reassemble  in  one 
of  the  four  areas  (the  one  selected 
by  the  congregation)  to  receive  in¬ 
formation,  resources  and  methods 
in  ministry  to  be  taken  back  to  their 
own  churches. 

Following  the  training  each  of  the 
local  churches  will  determine  its 
own  process  of  ministry  in  response 
to  the  ideas  given  at  the  training 
sessions. 

District  Consultants 

District  consultants  in  each  of  the 
four  ministry  areas  will  be  available 
to  assist  local  congregations  if  re¬ 
quested  to  do  so. 

Participants  should  plan  to  stay 
throughout  the  day;  this  will  be  a 
working  day.  Some  walking  and 
stair  climbing  will  be  required  in  or¬ 
der  to  reach  the  worship  centers  and 
to  move  to  the  individual  session. 
Child  care  will  not  be  provided  on 
the  training  days. 

Scholarships 
Established 
By  Layman 

A  United  Methodist  from  Baton 
Rouge  has  established  a  $600,000 
endowed  scholarship  to  benefit 
ministerial  students  at  Centenary 
College  and  SMU. 

The  Hazel  and  Claude  Fendlason 
Ministerial  Education  Trust  Fund 
will  be  managed  by  the  trustees  of 
St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Fendlasons  were  longtime 
members  there  and  close  friends  of 
the  Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  their 
minister  for  many  years. 

The  Rev.  Don  McDowell  is  cur¬ 
rently  minister  at  St.  John’s. 

Fendlason  was  vice  president  of  a 
savings  and  loan  association  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 

He  served  as  treasurer  of  St. 
John’s  for  18  years.  The  first  schol¬ 
arship  awards  will  be  made  in  the 
fall  of  1993. 

Students  should  apply  for  the 
scholarships  through  the  financial 
aid  offices  at  Centenary  College 
(318/869-5137)  or  SMU  (214/768- 
2138). 

Trustees  of  the  church  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  final  awards. 
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INTERSTATE  20 


Arby's  Stop 


Baton  Rouge  Centroplex  is  located  at  275  South  River  Road  by  the  riverside  in  downtown  Baton  Rouge. 
It  is  behind  the  Old  State  Capitol  and  across  the  street  from  the  USS  Kidd  and  the  Old  Train  Station. 
Out-of-town  guests  should  travel  on  Interstate  10  or  110.  Interstate  10  travelers  should  turn  onto  110 
to  downtown  Baton  Rouge.  Exit  on  Government  Street  or  Convention  Street  and  head  toward  the  river. 
Both  streets  will  end  at  River  Road.  Motorists  traveling  Convention  Street  will  turn  left  on  River  Road 
and  continue  until  they  see  the  Centroplex  on  the  left.  Government  Street  will  end  at  River  Road  and 
the  Centroplex  Arena  and  parking.  More  convenient  parking  is  available  in  garages  on  both  sides  of  St. 
Louis  Street  (before  you  get  to  the  Centroplex)  adjacent  to  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from 
the  Theater  for  the  Performing  Arts. 

Frazer  Pastor  And 
Bishop  Will  Speak 

The  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Frazer  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  will  be  the  speaker  at  worship 
services  opening  the  Conference- 
wide  VISION  2000  training  ses¬ 
sions  planned  for  9:45  a.m. 
Saturday,  Jan.  23  in  the  Riverside 
Centroplex  Theater  for  the  Per¬ 
forming  Arts  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Our  own  Bishop  William  Oden 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
worship  opening  the  event  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  Jan.  9,  at  9:45  a.m.  in  How¬ 
ard  Auditorium  at  Louisiana  Tech 
in  Ruston. 

Frazer  is  one  of  the  leading  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  and  one  of 
the  fastest  growing  of  all  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States  and  in  all 
of  Methodism. 

Services  from  the  church  are  tele¬ 
cast  regularly.  Frazer  Memorial  has 
an  ongoing  series  of  workshops  de¬ 
signed  to  assist  other  congregations 
in  the  process  of  growth  through 
member  participation. 

Congregational  singing  will  be  led 
by  Celia  Whitler,  religious  recording 
artist,  who  participated  in  the  1992 
Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport. 

Included  in  the  worship  will  be  a 
choral  reading  adapted  specifically 
for  the  training. 

Employee  Benefits 
Mailing  Address 
Change  Is  Listed 

There  is  a  change  of  address  that 
is  important  for  users  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  health  insurance. 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway.  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  executive  director  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  said. 

The  Employee  Benefit  Services 
Inc.  mailing  address  has  been 
changed  to  P.O.  Box  70100,  Shreve¬ 
port,  LA  71 137-0100. 

The  address  formerly  was:  P.O. 
Box  51005.  The  new  address  must 
be  used  because  the  post  office  will 
no  longer  forward  mail  sent  to  the 
old  address. 

The  phone  number  and  other  in¬ 
formation  remains  the  same. 


M  FORWARD  AV 

£FA/TH 


This  map  shows  the  way  to  Howard  Auditorium  on  the  Louisiana 
Tech  campus  where  the  Ruston  VISION  2000  training  meeting  is  to 
be  held  on  Saturday,  Jan.  9. 


Attention: 

Local  Church  Team  Members 

Task  force  members  are  reminded  of  the  following: 

Location  and  dates:  Saturday,  Jan.  9:  Ruston 

Howard  Auditorium 
Louisiana  Tech 
9:45  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Saturday,  Jan.  23:  Baton  Rouge 
Riverside  Centroplex 
Theater  for  the  Performing  Arts 
9:45  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Bring:  Sack  Lunch  (Drinks  will  be  available) 

$5  per  person  for  Resource  Manual 
$20  per  church  for  Church  Resource  Packet 
$4  (per  car)  for  parking  at  Baton  Rouge  Centroplex 
garages 

Transportation:  Determined  by  your  local  church  task  force  (See  this 
issue  for  maps  to  site) 
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Editorial 


Faith  on  film:  faint  praise 


Perhaps  we  can’t  give  a  “thumbs 
up"  but  we  can  raise  at  least  one 
thumbnail  for  Hollywood’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  religion  during  1992. 

Faint  praise,  you  say?  You’re 
right.  Yet,  compared  with  how  reli¬ 
gion  in  general  and  Christianity  in 
particular  typically  fare  on  the  big 
screen,  even  performances  meriting 
faint  praise  are  noteworthy. 

Numbers  alone  merit  notice.  In 
any  given  year,  serious  treatment  of 
religion  in  a  single  film  might  be 
considered  significant. 

During  1992,  however,  faith-related 
motifs  played  starring  roles  in  at  least 
three  prominent  movies:  "Sister  Act,” 
“A  River  Runs  Through  It”  and,  most 
recently,  "Leap  of  Faith.” 

On  the  down  side,  none  of  the 
three  films  portrays  believers  in  an 
unambiguously  positive  light.  On 
the  up  side,  however,  all  three  show 
religious  faith  as  an  authentic  moti¬ 
vating  force  in  people’s  lives. 

“Leap  of  Faith”  offers  a  good  ex¬ 
ample.  The  role  of  protagonist  is  a 
sinister  parody  of  tent-revival 
preachers  who  knowingly  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  hopes  and  fears  of  a 
down-and-out  village. 

A  fraudulent  “healer,”  the  main 
character  is  confronted  at  movie’s 
end  with  what  he  recognizes  as  the 
“real  thing”:  a  healing  that’s  ex¬ 
plainable  only  as  the  result  of  a 
young  boy’s  faith  in  the  power  of  a 
compassionate  Christ. 


The  film  thus  implies  two  signifi¬ 
cant  insights: 

■  There  is  a  vital  distinction  be¬ 
tween  true  and  false  religion; 

■  Grasping  such  a  distinction  of¬ 
ten  depends  not  on  human  effort 
but  on  the  mysterious  and  some¬ 
times  miraculous  ways  of  God. 

We’ll  grant  that  not  all  viewers  of 
“Leap  of  Faith” — or  any  other  pop¬ 
ular  film — will  appraise  such  offer¬ 
ings  as  critically. 

Yet  we  believe  that  movies  and 
other  forms  of  popular  culture  have 
enormous  potential  for  illuminating 
life’s  spiritual  dimension. 

Consequently,  it  is  cause,  if  not  for 
loud  rejoicing,  at  least  for  quiet  cele¬ 
bration  when  in  a  single  year  several 
commercial  films  appear  which  de¬ 
part  from  that  norm  and  hint  at  the 
role  and  power  of  faith  in  life. 

We  as  Christians  should  do  at 
least  the  following  in  response: 

First,  inform  local  theater  managers 
that  we  appreciate  and  support  mov¬ 
ies  that  treat  religion  and  spiritual 
faith  in  a  credible,  realistic  manner. 

Second,  make  opportunities  in 
Sunday  school  and  church  study 
groups  to  discuss  from  a  Christian 
perspective  secular  films  that  deal 
responsibly  with  religion. 

Third,  live  the  kind  of  Christian 
lives  that,  if  they  were  made  into 
movies,  would  inspire  skeptical  film 
directors  and  earn  thumbs  up  from 
movie  fans  everywhere! 


Here  I  StancL 


We  should  celebrate  new  converts! 


Films  such  as  "Leap  of  Faith,"  in 
which  Steve  Martin  (above)  por¬ 
trays  a  fraudulent  healer,  have 
enormous  potential  for  illumi¬ 
nating  life's  spiritual  dimension. 
Christians  should  celebrate  and 
make  use  of  such  insights. 


By  DAVID  B.  McKINNEY 

A  young  friend  of  mine  screwed 
up  his  courage  and  accepted  Jesus. 

He  was  baptized  on  a  Sunday. 
His  church  had  a  big  write-up  in  its 
newspaper  for  the  infants  baptized 
that  week;  it  announced  simply  that 
he  had  joined. 

My  friend  asked  whether  it  was 
more  important  for  an  infant  to  be 
baptized,  than  for  a  young  person  to 
turn  his  life  over  to  our  Lord.  This 
is  a  question  for  the  whole  church. 

Infant  baptism  is  a  ceremony  of 
joy.  In  our  congregation  we  make  a 
big,  and  well-received,  production 
of  infant  baptism.  We  should  con¬ 
tinue  this  celebration  of  new  life 
and  of  God’s  grace. 

But  at  the  same  time,  as  my 
young  friend  noticed,  we  should  ex¬ 
press  at  least  the  same  level  of  joy 
when  a  previously  baptized  adult 
confesses  a  life  of  sin,  accepts  our 
Lord’s  leading,  and  begins  a  new 
spiritual  life. 

We  should  have  the  same  attitude 
described  by  Jesus  when  the  prodi¬ 
gal  returned: 

"Let  us  eat  and  celebrate;  for  this 
son  of  mine  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again  . .  ."(Luke  15:23-24,  NRSV). 

It  takes  real  courage,  and  a  sub¬ 
stantial  leap  of  faith,  to  profess  a 
belief  in  our  Savior.  We  need  some 
way  to  celebrate  this  most  impor¬ 
tant  step. 

Unfortunately,  most  of  our 


churches — even  the  evangelical 
ones — simply  shake  the  convert's 
hand,  read  a  prayer,  and  “accept”  a 
baptism  made  years  earlier.  We  don’t 
treat  a  new  Christian  differently  than 
we  treat  a  Christian  moving  from  the 
church  down  the  block. 

There  are  many  ways  to  express 
our  appreciation  for  our  new  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters,  without  embarrass¬ 
ing  them.  At  a  minimum,  we  could 
applaud! 

We  should  honor  them  by  invit¬ 
ing  them  to  eat  with  our  prominent 
lay  leaders,  offering  them  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  describe  their  spiritual 
journey,  and  featuring  a  bigger 
write-up  in  the  church  newspaper. 

The  pastor  could  offer  them  his 
or  her  robes,  as  did  the  Father  in  Je¬ 
sus’  parable. 

We  could  have  a  special,  upbeat, 


"Were  /  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and 
concerns  about  i 
sues  facing  the 
church.  David  B. 

McKinney  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church ,  Tulsa ,  Okla.  (Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  " Here  I 
Stand/'  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

“welcome  to  the  family"  song.  We 
could  assign  a  "big  brother”  or  “big 
sister”  to  help  our  young  convert 
grow  in  the  faith. 

Angels  rejoice  over  the  repentant 
soul.  It  is  time  for  us  to  join  them. 


It  takes  real  courage,  and  a  substantial  leap 


of  faith,  to  profess  a 
belief  in  our  Savior.  We 
need  some  way  to  cele¬ 
brate  this  most  impor¬ 
tant  step.  .  .  .  Angels 
rejoice  over  the  repen¬ 
tant  soul.  It  is  time  for 
us  to  join  them. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


What  others 


Sometimes  abortion  can  be  a  more  moral  choice 


In  response  to  John  Houser’s  que¬ 
ry,  “Are  birth  and  abortion  doc- 
trinally  equal  in  the  eyes  of  United 
Methodists?”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  1 1),  I 
would  wholeheartedly  respond  in 
the  negative — because  abortion 
may  be  the  more  moral  choice  in 
some  situations,  while  it  may  be 
morally  wrong  in  others. 

That’s  why  United  Methodist 
clergy  have  an  obligation  to  help 
women  make  their  decisions  pray¬ 
erfully,  thoughtfully,  and  with  a  full 
understanding  of  the  results  of  each 
of  their  choices. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Houser’s  final 
question — you  misunderstand  the 
position  of  pro-choice  people  by 
comparing  abortion  with  Herod’s 
massacre. 

I  am  offended  by  the  implication 
that  because  I  am  pro-choice,  I  have 
no  respect  for  life  in  any  form  (as  in 
Herod's  case).  With  the  right  to 
choose  abortion  also  comes  the 
right  not  to  choose  abortion,  and  I 
am  just  as  grateful  for  the  latter  as  I 
am  for  the  former. 

Ann  Kjdd-Culver 
Strawberry  Plains,  Tennessee 


Pontius'  Puddle 


WHEN  IT  HIT  HIE  HOW 

unfair  rr  was  for  n\e 

TO  6E  ELEVEN  POUNDS 
OV/ERWEtGUT  WHILE 

others  in  the  world 

DON'T  HAVE  ENOUGH 
TO  EAT,  X  DECIDED 
TO  DO  SOMETHING- 
ABOUT  IT. 


YOU’VE 
STARTED 
EATUNGt 
LESS  T 


(40,  X'VE  TAKEN 
UP  JOG-GlNCr  I 


No  easy  answers 

If  John  Houser  is  so  worried 
about  a  massacre  (see  UMR,  Dec. 

1 1),  one  need  only  remember: 

7  The  thousands  of  women  who 
died  from  illegal  abortions; 

✓  The  many  children  left  in  alley- 
ways  to  die; 

V  The  thousands  of  children  who 
died  each  year  from  neglect  or 
abuse. 


There  are  no  easy  answers  to  the 
thorny  question  of  abortion,  but  life 
is  not  painted  in  the  stark  shades  of 
black  and  white.  We  must  struggle 
for  answers  and  truth  as  do  the 
women  who  face  such  a  tumultuous 
decision.  Above  all,  we  must  show 
compassion  for  those  whose  views 
differ  from  ours.  Jesus  asks  us  to  do 
no  less. 

Beth  T.  Shafer 

Santa  Ana  Heights,  California 


My  Witness= 


The  Holy  Spirit  led  me  into  ministry 


By  |.B.  MORRIS 

God  has  a  plan.  This  was  evident 
when  He  called  me  into  the  ministry. 
My  calling  did  not  start  with  me,  but 
with  God.  Yes!  God  was  moving  to¬ 
ward  me  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

My  hearing  the  call  to  enter  the 
ministry  started  this  past  summer. 
For  the  local  pastor’s  program  my 
experience  and  study  was  gratifying 
and  rewarding. 

My  faith  journey  started  by  visit¬ 
ing  the  district  superintendent.  He 
provided  a  pamphlet  explaining  the 
candidacy  studies.  The  district  su¬ 
perintendent  assigned  a  supervising 
pastor  to  serve  as  my  mentor.  This 
was  the  start  of  a  beautiful  arrange¬ 
ment.  My  mentor  was  a  person  of 
great  faith  and  leadership.  He  was 
very  helpful  in  allowing  me  the  time 
to  inquire,  explore  and  reflect 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  j"" 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  /.B.  Morris 
is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lufkin, 

Texas  (Texas  Annual 

God’s  invitation  into  the  ministry. 

My  experience  in  being  called 
started  when  the  Holy  Spirit  en¬ 
tered  into  me.  This  Spirit  gave  me 
an  insight  and  a  new  vision  into  be¬ 
ing  called  into  the  ministry.  Words 
cannot  adequately  describe  my  feel¬ 
ing  when  the  Holy  Spirit  came  into 
me.  Paul,  in  Ephesians  3:1-13,  real¬ 
ly  expressed  the  true  meaning  of 
how  a  person  feels  about  the  Trinity 


and  living  for  the  Lord. 

My  study  toward  the  local  pastor 
ministry  reinforced  my  beliefs. 

1 .  That  God  sent  his  only  son,  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  to  live,  die  and  be  resur¬ 
rected  for  our  sins  and  salvation. 

2.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  main  av¬ 
enue  in  God’s  ministry. 

3.  We  are  to  use  the  gifts  and  tal¬ 
ents  that  God  gave  us  for  his  glory. 

4.  John  Wesley  believed  that  the 
Christian  faith  stands  revealed  in 
Scripture;  illuminated  by  tradition; 
verified  through  the  personal  expe¬ 
rience  and  confirmed  by  reason. 

My  calling,  whether  as  a  school 
teacher,  principal,  scoutmaster,  su¬ 
perintendent,  or  part-time  local 
pastor,  is  to  follow  God’s  will.  My 
desire  is  to  allow  God  to  lead  me  in 
my  spiritual  journey.  Yes,  Lord, 
you  did  call! 


<St> 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER. 


Where's  the  divestment? 

Do  you  recall  how  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  divested  itself  of  its 
holdings  of  common  stock  of  compa¬ 
nies  doing  business  in  South  Africa?  It 
didn't  matter  that  Kellogg,  Shell,  Mo¬ 
bil,  IBM,  SKF,  etc.  were  employing 
blacks  and  adhering  to  the  Sullivan 
principles  of  fair  employment. 

Now  we  have  the  same  pension 
board  owning  large  investments  in 
the  stock  of  Time-Wamer  company, 
a  supporter  of  violence  (Ice  T’s  “Cop 
Killer”)  and  pornography  (Time- 
Wamer  published  Madonna’s  book 
“Sex,”  and  owns  the  pomo  film  com¬ 
panies  HBO  and  Cinemax). 

Where  is  the  great  statement  from 
our  hierarchy  to  disinvest  from  their 
Time-Wamer  stock? 

Bruce  H.  Hooper 
Wayne,  Pennsylvania 

What  about  other  ills? 

Several  articles  have  appeared  in 
the  Reporter  recently  concerning  at¬ 
tempts  to  keep  Kmart,  through  its 
book  stores,  Waldenbooks,  from 
selling  pornographic  magazines. 

My  experience  with  Walden¬ 
books  stores  in  neighboring  towns  is 
that  this  material  is,  at  least,  placed 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible— book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  the  Word  became  flesh  and 
lived  among  us,  and  we  have  seen 
his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  a  father’s 
only  son,  full  of  grace  and  truth  ” 
(NRSV) 


on  top  shelves,  out  of  reach  of 
young  children.  I’m  told  it  isn’t  sold 
to  minors. 

I  am  just  as  concerned  about  an¬ 
other  type  of  material  Waldenbooks 
sells.  The  local  stores  have  a  whole 
section  on  witchcraft,  sorcery,  Satan¬ 
ism,  and  the  New  Age  movement. 

They  have  as  much  of  that -type  of 
material  as  they  have  religipqs  ma¬ 
terial.  These  books  are  in  plain  view 
and  available  to  all  ages,  even  small 
children.  I  consider  the  items  named 
above  to  be  as  much  a  threat  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  as  pornographic  material. 

Jimmy  L.  Steele 
Center,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Detached  from  the  human  soul, 
modern  reason  setting  itself  up  as 
the  arbiter  of  all  political  endeavor 
can  only  lead  to  violence.” 

— Vaclav  Havel,  former  president  of 
Czechoslovakia. 

*  *  * 

“If  I  were  a  bishop,  I’d  make  spir¬ 
itual  leadership  my  top  priority. 
This  would  mean  giving  high  priori¬ 
ty  to  communicating  what  I  see  as 
the  mission  of  the  church:  showing 
God’s  loVe  to  all  people  in  today’s 
world,  as  Jesus  did  in  the  world  he 
lived  in,  and  making  disciples  in  or¬ 
der  to  spread  that  love  throughout 
the  world.’’ 

— United  Methodist  lay  woman  Bar¬ 
bara  Wendland,  Temple,  Texas. 

*  *  * 

“It  is  immoral  to  sit  silent  and  do 
nothing  when  people  are  starving. 
...  It  is  our  destiny  as  followers  of 
Christ  to  offer  the  world  that  kind 
of  love.” 

— United  Methodist  communicator 
Peg  Parker,  Pasadena,  Calif. 


All  Together  At  Once. 

Knowing,  understanding,  discovering  —  all  together  at  once. 

The  School  of  Church  Careers  at  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  brings 
together  the  rich  traditions  of  a  liberal  arts  education  with  the  contemporary  needs 
of  the  Church  and  society. 

In  The  School  of  Church  Careers,  you  will  be  challenged  to  learn  about  life 
and  people  and  the  world.  You  will  make  discoveries  about  yourself  and  come  to 
new  understandings  about  your  faith. 

The  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers  can  prepare  you  for  ministries  in 
Christian  Education,  Social  Work,  Music  Ministries,  Leisure  Ministries,  Church 
Administration,  Seminary  Studies,  and  Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

Knowing,  understanding,  discovering  —  at  the  Centenary  School  of  Church 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  28:19) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  10 

Monday:  Psalms  29:1-6 

Tuesday:  Psalms  29:7-1 1 

Wednesday:  Isaiah  42:1-4 

Thursday:  Isaiah  42:5-9 

Friday:  Matthew  3:13-15 

Saturday:  Matthew  3:16-17 

Sunday:  Acts  10:34-43 


Centenary  College 
School  of  Church  Careers 

7911  Centenary  Boulevard,  P.O.  Box  41188 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71134-1188 

800/234-4448  •  318/869-5156 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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RELIEF  ASKED:  The  Middle  East  Network 

of  United  Methodists,  an  unofficial  group,  has 
requested  the  “personal  attention”  of  President¬ 
elect  and  Hillary  Clinton  in  helping  return 
United  Methodist  missionaries  Alex  and 
Brenda  Awad  to  their  posts  in  Jerusalem  and 
Bethlehem.  The  Awads  are  Southern  Baptists 
under  assignment  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  United 
Methodist  “network”  group  contends  that  the 
Israeli  government’s  withholding  of  visas  for 
the  Awads  is  “a  violation  of  freeedom  of  reli¬ 
gion,  which  Israel  claims  to  guarantee.” 


CHARGES  POSSIBLE:  A  controversial, 

tenured  professor  at  Southern  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Louisville  could  face  heresy 
charges  if  conservatives  continue  efforts  to  re¬ 
move  him  because  of  his  views  on  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  abortion.  The  future  of  56-year-old 
ethics  professor  Paul  Simmons  was  left  clouded 
recently  after  trustees  of  the  seminary  voted 
down  a  settlement  that  would  have  paid  him  up 
to  $362,000  to  leave  his  tenured  post. 


CHURCHES  NOT  EXEMPT:  Churches 

in  New  Jersey  will  not  be  exempt  from  provi¬ 
sions  of  a  New  Jersey  law  prohibiting  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  homosexuals,  according  to  the 
Rutherford  Institute,  a  religious  liberties  organi¬ 
zation  based  in  Charlottesville,  Va.  The  conserva¬ 
tive  Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church,  represented 
by  the  Rutherford  Institute,  had  sought  an  injunc¬ 
tion  prohibiting  the  state  from  enforcing  the  law. 
That  request  was  rejected  by  the  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Philadelphia. 

BREAK  OVER  ABORTION:  Baptists 
in  Texas  have  made  a  small  but  significant 
break  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
tough  anti-abortion  policy,  saying  in  some  cases 
abortion  may  be  the  lesser  of  evils.  Meanwhile, 
lawyer  Michael  Whitehead,  general  counsel  of 
the  denomination’s  Christian  Life  Commission, 
has  announced  his  resignation  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association  over  its  support  for  legal 
abortion. 


MISLEADING?  Feed  the  Children,  a 

multi-million-dollar  relief  organization  linked 
to  Larry  Jones  International  Ministries,  is  under 
attack  for  allegedly  misleading  the  public  about 
its  efficiency  and  exaggerating  the  scope  of  its 
charitable  work.  In  a  lengthy  story  in  its  Dec.  1 5 
issue,  “The  Chronicle  of  Philanthropy,”  a 
Washington-based  publication  that  tracks  chari¬ 
table  giving,  questions  Feed  the  Children’s 
claims  of  spending  just  6.6  percent  of  its  budget 
on  administration  and  fund  raising. 

FIRMER  POLICY  FAVORED:  A  coali¬ 
tion  of  1 7  American  Jewish  groups  has  called  on 

President  Bush  and  President-elect  Clinton  to 

meet  together  to  create  a  firmer,  more  effective 
U.S.  policy  in  the  former  Yugoslavia.  They 
called  for  the  use  of  “whatever  means  neces¬ 
sary”  to  end  the  violence  against  civilians  in  the 
former  Yugoslavia. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


3  books:  Church's  laws,  limbs  and  soul 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  new  year  has  brought  you 
and  your  congregation  more  than 
just  12  new  months. 

Jan.  1,  1993,  marked  the  effec¬ 
tive  date  of  three  new  authorities 
around  which  the  lives  of  United 
Methodist  congregations  are 
built:  the  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
Book  of  Resolutions  and  the 
Book  of  Worship. 

Each  book  was  adopted  by  del¬ 
egates  to  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  denomination’s 
legislative  assembly.  The  books 
are  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  the 
church’s  official  publisher. 

Let’s  look  at  them  one  by  one: 

The  Book  of  Discipline  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

This  authority,  known  com¬ 
monly  as  “the  Discipline,”  is  “the 
book  of  law”  of  the  church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  introduction  written 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

As  the  descendant  of  200  years 
of  General  Conference  actions,  the 
1 992  Discipline  forms  the  theolog¬ 
ical  and  legal  heart  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  Among  its  contents: 

/  A  brief  history  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist,  Evangelical  and  United 
Brethen  denominations  which 
preceded  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  including  a  list  of  bish¬ 
ops  stretching  back  to  founding 
figures  Francis  Asbury,  Phillip 
Otterbein  and  Jacob  Albright; 

/  United  Methodism’s  under¬ 
standings  of  Christian  faith  and 
the  theological  process  by  which 
those  understandings  are  derived; 

/  The  denomination’s  Consti¬ 
tution; 

✓  Definitions  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  denomination 
and  what  functions  they  perform, 
from  general  boards  and  agencies 
through  annual  conferences  to  lo¬ 
cal  congregations. 

The  basic  unit  of  the  Disci¬ 
pline  is  the  paragraph.  Each 
paragraph  is  numbered  and  in¬ 
dexed  according  to  its  topic. 

The  central  role  the  Discipline 
Dlavs  in  the  life  of  the  church  is 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CLEMENTS 

The  heritage  of  theology,  church  law,  social  witness  and  corporate  worship  which  John  Wesley 
and  other  founders  imparted  to  predecessors  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  continues  in 
1992  editions  of  the  Book  of  Discipline,  the  Book  of  Resolutions  and  the  Book  of  Worship. 


summarized  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  introduction: 

“It  is  the  most  current  state¬ 
ment  of  how  United  Methodists 
agree  to  live  our  lives  together.” 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

If  the  Discipline  forms  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  heart,  the  Book  of 
Resolutions  forms  its  arms  and 
legs. 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  gives 
guidelines  on  the  church’s  stance 
on  many  current  social  issues.  It 
has  been  published  since  1968  and 
is  updated  every  four  years  follow¬ 
ing  the  General  Conference. 

The  1992  edition  is  the  first  to 
contain  a  user’s  guide.  The  guide 
spells  out,  in  a  question-and-an- 
swer  format,  what  the  book  is, 
what  information  it  contains  and 
how  it  may  be  used  to  support 
the  church’s  social  witness  and 
the  life  decisions  of  individual 
United  Methodists.  r 

Also  included  in  the.. .user’s 


guide  is  a  chart  which  shows  the 
structure  of  the  Social  Princi¬ 
ples — the  fundamental  policies 
on  social  issues  upon  which  the 
numerous  resolutions  themselves 
are  based. 

The  user’s  guide  outlines  the 
Book  of  Resolutions  contents  as: 

S  Official  policy  statements 
for  guiding  the  church’s  work 
and  ministry; 

•/  Educational  resources  on 
many  issues  affecting  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  and  God’s  creation; 

■f  Guides  and  models  for  help¬ 
ing  individual  United  Method¬ 
ists  connect  a  biblical  faith  with 
action  in  daily  life; 

•f  Resources  for  those  prepar- 
ing  public  statements  about 
United  Methodist  concerns  on 
current  social  issues. 

The  user’s  guide  notes  that  the 
Book  of  Resolutions  is  “not  a 
book  that  you  will  sit  down  to 
read  from  cover  to  cover.” 

Instead  it  is  a  primary  refer¬ 
ence  tool  for  church  members 


and  leaders  wanting  to  know  offi¬ 
cial  United  Methodist  stances  on 
a  wide  variety  of  social  issues 
and  to  pattern  their  mission  and 
ministry  accordingly. 

The  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship 

This  book,  the  culmination  of 
Vh  years  of  work  by  a  24-mem- 
ber  study  committee,  might  be 
called  the  church’s  soul. 

The  first  such  resource  created 
since  the  denomination  was 
formed  in  1968,  the  Book  of 
Worship  is  intended  for  any¬ 
one — lay  or  clergy — called  upon 
to  lead  any  form  of  corporate 
United  Methodist  worship. 

Extensive  surveys  of  United 
Methodists’  worship  needs  con¬ 
tributed  to  selection  of  the  book's 
contents.  Periodic  surveys  by 
various  consultants — especially 
those  representing  various  racial 
and  ethnic  traditions  in  the 
church— also  helped  shape .  the 
contents. 


Early  drafts  of  the  Book  of 
Worship  were  praised  by  some 
and  condemned  by  others  in  the 
church  for  their  efforts  to  offer 
new  gender-inclusive  forms  of 
worship  acts  while  retaining 
much  traditional  language. 

General  Conference  delegates 
made  some  minor  changes  in  lan¬ 
guage,  but  the  bulk  of  the  study 
committee’s  proposal  was  ap¬ 
proved  intact. 

Since  its  adoption,  the  Book  of 
Worship  has  proven  so  popular 
that  its  first  printing  was  sold  out 
by  December.  A  second  printing 
is  expected  to  be  available  in  Jan¬ 
uary. 

Among  its  other  attributes,  the 
Book  of  Worship: 

✓  Strengthens  the  role  of  mu¬ 
sic  in  worship  via  extensive 
cross-references  to  the  1989 
United  Methodist  Hymnal  and  a 
large  section  of  “service  music” 
that  relates  to  specific  acts  of 
worship. 

✓  “Mainstreams”  various  eth¬ 
nic  traditions  with  such  examples 
as  an  African-American  wake, 
the  Hispanic  Advent  service 
called  “Las  Posadas”  and  the 
Korean  “pray  aloud"  service 
known  as  “Tongsung  Kido.” 

/  Emphasizes  the  liturgical 
seasons  of  the  Christian  Year — 
commemorating  the  life,  ministry, 
death  and  resurrection  of  Christ 
and  the  founding  of  Christ’s 
church — separately  from  other 
church  and  secular  observances. 

•f  Emphasizes  the  role  of  wor¬ 
ship  in  marking  the  trials  and  pas¬ 
sages  of  life  with  prayers  for 
events  such  as  a  stillbirth,  surviv¬ 
ing  a  crime,  unemployment,  be¬ 
ginning  a  new  job,  moving  into  a 
new  home,  graduating  school,  etc. 

•f  Restores  healing  services, 
which  have  been  gaining  in  use 
across  the  church,  to  their  histor¬ 
ic  place  among  fundamental  acts 
of  worship. 

In  the  preface,  members  of  the 
study  committee  assert  that 
“without  hesitation  we  believe 
this  book  to  be  the  most  compre¬ 
hensive  worship  resource  ever 
presented  to  the  Church.” 


Can  you  give  me  the  number  for ' Cookie  Berry V 


The  folks  at  InfoServ  just 
never  know  what  they’ll  en¬ 
counter  when  they  answer  the 
phones  at  United  Methodist 
Communications  headquarters 
in  Nashville. 

InfoServ  director  Woodley 
McEachern  reported  recently 
that  her  information  assistants 


have  taken  requests  for  such  in- 
fomation  as: 

■  The  address  of  “Red  Robin 
Mission.” 

“We  gave  her  the  address  for 
Red  Bird  Mission  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,”  Ms.  McEachern  said. 

■  The  telephone  number  of 
“Cookie  Berry”  so  the  caller 


could  order  some  books. 

“We  gave  him  the  Cokesbury 
ordering  number,”  she  ex¬ 
plained. 

■  The  contact  for  “Roving 
United  Methodist  Men.” 

“We  directed  them  to  ’Mov¬ 
ing  United  Methodists,’  a  pro¬ 
gram  [to  link  moving  United 


Methodists  with  congregations 
in  their  new  hometowns]  spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodist 
Men,”  Ms.  McEachern  said. 

Many  of  InfoServ’s  calls  are 
more  serious,  however. 

“There  are  calls  about  the  sit¬ 
uations  in  Yugoslavia  and  So¬ 
malia,”  she  explained.  “We  like 


to  be  able  to  tell  people  what 
they  can  do  to  help.  In  just  two 
months  we  had  a  total  of  833 
disaster  inquiries. 

“When  Bishop  [Joseph] 
Bethea  was  stabbed  [in  Novem¬ 
ber],  we  handled  more  than  700 
calls  and  were  able  to  provide 
updates  on  his  condition.” 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment  Rate* 

4  year  term  $100  4.80% 

1  year  term  $100  3.00% 

Flexible  $100  2.50% 


"Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  THie  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 


United  Methodist  laywoman  'America's  doctor' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

When  President-elect  Bill  Clinton 
announced  his  choice  of  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Joycelyn  El¬ 
ders  as  U.S.  Surgeon  General,  he 
called  her  “America’s  doctor.” 

Within  minutes  of  the  announce¬ 
ment,  Dr.  Elders  was  peppered  by 
the  world  press  about  her  some¬ 
times  controversial  public  health 
policies. 

Being  in  center  of  a  storm  is  not 
new  to  Dr.  Elders.  As  head  of  the 
Arkansas  Department  of  Health, 
she  was  widely  attacked  by  some 
church  groups  for  her  policies,  par¬ 
ticularly  her  pro-choice  policies  in 
the  matter  of  abortion  or  her  sup¬ 
port  for  supplying  condoms  through 
in-school  clinics. 

Dr.  Elders  will  tell  any  who  will 
listen  that  the  purpose  of  those  poli¬ 
cies  is  to  stop  teen-age  pregnancies 
and  the  spread  of  AIDS. 

“Joyce  had  a  tough  time  at  first,” 
her  brother,  the  Rev.  Chester  Jones, 
told  the  Reporter.  “But,  whenever 
she  needed  help,  it  was  United 
Methodist  Women  who  rallied 
around  her  and  gave  her  support.” 

Mr.  Jones  is  pastor  of  Hunter 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock. 

Active  member  of  church 

Dr.  Elders,  well  known  in  Arkan¬ 
sas  for  her  outspoken  ways,  is  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  her  brother’s  church 
and  is  active  on  the  national  church 
scene  as  a  speaker. 

It  was  her  willingness  to  speak 
out  that  attracted  Mr.  Clinton.  He 
appointed  her  to  lead  the  state’s 
health  department  in  1987. 

Abortion  opponents  and  church- 
led  groups  soon  began  calling  for 
her  resignation,  fearing  that  her 
school-based  sex  education  clinics 


promoted  abortion. 

But  she  stood  her  ground.  The 
governor  stood  with  her. 

Dr.  Elders,  59,  was  born  in  south¬ 
west  Arkansas  in  Mineral  Springs. 
She  and  her  seven  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  “had  it  hard  growing  up,”  Mr. 
Jones  said. 

Worked  together  on  farm 

They  worked  on  the  farm  their  fa¬ 
ther  owned  and  sometimes  had  to 
split  up  to  pick  cotton  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  to  help  make  ends 
meet,  he  said. 

“But  our  parents  always  taught  us 
to  focus  on  the  future,"  Mr.  Jones 
said.  “We  always  thought  a  better 
day  was  coming." 


The  Christian  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  was  an  important  part 
of  their  lives,  he  said. 

Dr.  Elders  was  educated  in  segre¬ 
gated  schools  and  attended  United 
Methodist-related  Philander  Smith, 
a  historically  black  college  in  Little 
Rock,  on  a  scholarship. 

At  Philander  Smith  she  heard  an 
address  by  a  black  graduate  of  the 
Little  Rock-based  University  of  Ar¬ 
kansas  School  of  Medicine. 

She  decided  to  become  a  doctor 
and  was  one  of  the  few  black  medi¬ 
cal  students  in  the  mid  1950s. 

When  her  medical  school  class 
graduated  in  1960  she  was  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  go  to  the  class  party  because 
the  Little  Rock  Country  Club,  where 


it  was  held,  did  not  admit  blacks. 

She  specialized  in  pediatrics  and 
became  director  of  pediatric  endo¬ 
crinology  at  Arkansas  Children’s 
Hospital  in  Little  Rock.  According 
to  press  reports,  she  has  published 
more  than  150  scientific  papers  on 
growth  defects  in  children. 

But  it  was  her  work  to  prevent 
teen-age  pregnancy  that  captured 
public  attention. 

President-elect  Clinton,  at  the 
press  conference  in  which  he  an¬ 
nounced  Dr.  Elders’  appointment, 
said  he  was  proud  of  her  fight  against 
teen-age  pregnancy  in  Arkansas. 

The  Surgeon  General-designate 
said  the  crusade  will  continue  on  a 
national  scale. 


|  Reporter  Snapshot 


United  Methodists 
in  Congress 

When  the  103rd  Congress  convenes  in  1993, 
United  Methodists,  despite  their  losses 
through  the  years,  will  make  up  the 
largest  Protestant  religious  group 
in  the  legislative  body.  According 
to  the  "Congressional  Quarterly," 
the  congress  will  also  have 
141  Roman  Catholic  members, 

62  Baptists,  54  Presbyterians, 
and  50  Episcopalians. 

This  chart  shows  the 
number  of  United 
Methodists  in  Congress 
over  the  last  30  years. 
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Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

SUSPECT  ARRESTED:  A  preliminary 

hearing  is  scheduled  Jan.  1 1  for  a  suspect  arrest¬ 
ed  Dec.  28  for  the  knife  attack  on  Bishop 
Joseph  B.  Bethea  in  Columbia,  S.C.  The  person, 
unidentified,  was  charged  with  assault  and  bat¬ 
tery  with  the  intent  to  kill  and  attempted  grand 
theft.  Bishop  Bethea  is  reported  in  a  weakened 
condition  but  showing  improvement  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  care  unit  at  a  Columbia  hospital. 
The  bishop  was  stabbed  Nov.  23  in  an  apparent 
car  theft  attempt  outside  his  office. 

'WORLD  NEIGHBOR'  DIES:  JohnL. 

Peters,  founder  of  World  Neighbors— a  devel¬ 
opment  organization  helping  people  become 
self-sufficient  in  20  countries — died  recently  at 
age  85.  Dr.  Peters  formed  the  organization  in 
1951  after  a  sermon  he  preached  on  radio  as  in¬ 
terim  pastor  of  St.  Lukes  Methodist  Church  in 
Oklahoma  City  created  a  storm  of  response 
from  the  congregation  and  community.  “John 
Peters  had  a  compassion' and  vision  for  those 
whom  the  world  often  forgets,”  said  the  Rev. 
Ken  Lutgen  Jr.,  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
Over  the  past  eight  years,  United  Methodists, 
through  UMCOR.  contributed  $348,000  to 
World  Neighbors  work  in  Africa. 

SCHOOL  GETS  MILLIONS:  United 

Methodist-related  Hendrix  College  in  Conway, 
Ark.,  has  received  a  $3  million  bequest  from  the 
estate  of  Maijorie  Bailey  of  El  Dorado,  Ark. 
Mrs.  Bailey  was  a  United  Methodist.  The  be¬ 
quest  will  assist  with  construction  and  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  school’s  planned  63,000-square-feet 
Bailey  Library  and  academic  resource  center. 
United  Methodist  laywoman  Ann  Die,  formerly 
associate  provost  of  Sophie  Newcomb  College 
in  New  Orleans,  is  president  of  Hendrix. 

WASHINGTON  BOUND:  All  nine 

members  of  Chelsea  Clinton’s  confirmation 
class  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock  have  been  invited  to  attend  her  father’s 
inauguration  as  president  of  the  United  States 
Jan.  20  in  Washington.  The  six  who  are  attend¬ 
ing  will  stay  at  the  homes  of  members  of  Mt.  Ol¬ 
ivet  United  Methodist  Church  in  Arlington,  Va. 

RADIO  MINISTRY:  A  United  Methodist 
laywoman’s  three-year  effort  at  a  radio  ministry 
has  come  to  fruition,  thanks  to  sponsorship  by 
Denver  Urban  Ministries,  a  project  of  the 
church’s  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference. 
Z.  Susanne  Aikman  is  producer  and  host  of  "Al- 
ter-Native  Voices,”  which  premiered  Jan.  3  on 
its  sponsoring  station,  KUVO. 

GOOD  NEIGHBORS:  The  United 

Methodist  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  has 
come  up  with  an  answer  to  what  happens  when 
a  church  building  is  damaged — the  “Good 
Neighbor  Church”  program.  Volunteers  from 
“Good  Neighbor  Churches”  might  assist  with 
daily  church  office  routines;  help  repair  minor 
damage;  provide  facilities  for  worship;  offer 
overnight  lodging  for  victims,  stranded  travelers 
or  disaster  volunteers;  be  a  feeding  center,  coun¬ 
seling  site,  morgue  or  shelter. 


3  Iraqi  brothers 
find  United  Methodist 
help  in  Memphians 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Three  brothers  made  a  decision 
one  day  that  cost  them  their  fam¬ 
ily  and  their  country  and  landed 
them  in  a  cold,  unfurnished  apart¬ 
ment  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Mohamed,  Kareem  and  Fad- 
hil,  three  brothers  from  Iraq,  de¬ 
cided  that  they  had  to  do 
something  to  depose  Saddam 
Hussein.  So  they  slipped  quietly 
away  from  their  home  and 
crossed  the  border  into  Saudi 
Arabia,  where  they  joined  the 
Saudi  army. 

The  brothers  fought  beside 
U.S.  troops  during  the  Persian 
Gulf  war  in  1991  and  shared  the 
euphoria  of  victory  as  Hussein’s 
troops  were  pushed  back  to 
Baghdad.  Their  dream  of  freeing 
their  country  seemed  realized. 

But  Hussein  remained  in  con¬ 
trol,  meaning  that  the  brothers 
could  never  go  home  again. 

Refugee  status 

The  U.S.  Immigration  Service 
granted  Mohamed,  Kareem  and 
Fadhil  status  as  political  refugees 
and  dropped  them  in  an  apartment 
in  a  section  of  Memphis  populated 
by  many  Vietnamese,  Khmer  and 
Taiwanese  immigrants. 

That’s  where  the  Rev.  Yohan 
Rathod  found  them  a  few  days 
after  their  arrival — cold,  lonely 
and  afraid  to  try  to  get  in  touch 
with  their  parents,  brothers  and 
sister  in  Iraq. 

A  United  Methodist  minister 
who  often  visits  in  the  area  as 
part  of  his  ministry  to  Asian  refu¬ 
gees,  Mr.  Rathod  took  charge. 

“He  asked  everyone  for  blan¬ 
kets,”  said  the  Rev.  Mike  Bailey, 
pastor  of  Good  Shepherd  United 
Methodist  Church,  one  of  three 
congregations  that  support  Mr. 
Rathod’s  ministry.  The  other  two 
Memphis-area  supporter  churches 
are  Madison  Heights  UMC  and 
Good  Samaritan  UMC. 

Mr.  Rathod  found  blankets 
and  more.  Another  refugee  fam¬ 
ily  agreed  to  help  the  brothers  fi¬ 
nancially.  Their  only  request  was 
that  Mr.  Rathod  not  tell  the  Ira¬ 
qis  their  name.  The  family  is  Ira¬ 
nian,  and  Iranians  and  Iraqis  are 
longtime  enemies. 

Aid  enlisted 

“Then  Yohan  came  to  me  and 
asked  me  to  help  them,”  said 
Linda  Crump,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Bob  Crump,  pastor  of  Madison 


Heights  UMC. 

“Everything  is  an  adventure  to 
them,”  she  said.  “They  want  to 
learn  the  American  way  of  life. 
They  were  a  little  disappointed  to 
discover  Americans  didn’t  have  as 
much  as  they  thought  we  had. 

"Mohamed  said  we  have  to 
work  harder  here  than  in  Iraq  to 
live  comfortably.” 

Mrs.  Crump  helped  the  men 
study  English  and  answered  their 
questions.  She  invited  them  to 
her  home  for  dinner.  She  and  her 
husband  went  to  their  apartment 
for  a  meal  prepared  by  Fadhil. 
Kareem  insisted  she  allow  him  to 
teach  her  Arabic. 

In  return,  the  men  started  at¬ 
tending  church  at  Madison 
Heights  and  going  to  Mrs. 
Crump’s  Sunday  school  class. 

"Our  church  is  offering  them 
friendship,”  she  said.  "When 
they  come,  they’re  warmly  re¬ 
ceived.  And  when  they  come  to 
Sunday  school,  we  talk  about 
whatever  they  want  to  talk  about. 
We  discuss  the  various  denomi¬ 
nations,  the  different  beliefs.  I 
think  they’re  Muslim,  but  they 
know  about  Christianity.” 

Brothers  have  jobs 

All  three  brothers  have  jobs 
now.  Kareem,  23,  is  working  for 
a  wood  flooring  company.  Mo¬ 
hamed,  25,  and  Fadhil,  29,  make 
truck  mud  flaps  in  a  Mississippi 
plant. 

And  their  apartment  is  a  little 
more  comfortable.  They  have  a 
mattress,  sofa,  kitchen  utensils, 
table  and  chairs  and  recently  pur¬ 
chased  a  TV. 

Mr.  Rathod’s  Asian  ministry 
recently  received  recognition 
from  the  church’s  General  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  when 
he  was  granted  $9,500  to  contin¬ 
ue  his  work. 

The  Rev.  Billy  Vaughan,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Good  Samaritan  UMC, 
said,  "Some  of  the  grant  money 
will  be  used  as  salary  support  [for 
Mr.  Rathod].  He’s  been  working 
very  hard  for  next  to  nothing.” 

Linda  Crump  said,  “Yohan 
visits  the  Asians  in  our  area  all 
the  time.  There  must  be  at  least 
2,000  of  them  in  a  two-square- 
mile  area.” 

Mr.  Rathod  is  a  recent  immi¬ 
grant  himself.  Who  better  to  hold 
out  a  welcoming  hand? 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the 
Memphis  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


Epiphany  time 
for  growth 

EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  is  the 
third  in  a  series  of  articles  on 
the  Christian  Year. 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

In  the  Christian  Year,  the 
Season  after  the  Epiphany  is  a 
period  of  spiritual  growth  fol¬ 
lowing  the  coming  of  Christ 
into  the  world. 

It  begins  Jan.  7,  immediately 
after  the  Day  of  Epiphany,  and 
ends  the  day  before  Ash  Wednes¬ 
day. 

The  first  Sunday  of  this  peri¬ 
od,  Jan.  10,  celebrates  Jesus’ 
baptism. 

The  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Worship  suggests  that  a  con¬ 
gregational  reaffirmation  of  the 
baptismal  covenant  is  appropri¬ 
ate  for  this  Sunday. 

The  last  Sunday  of  this  peri¬ 
od  (Feb.  2 1  this  year)  celebrates 
the  Christ’s  transfiguration  on 
the  mountain  when  “his  face 
shone  like  the  sun,  and  his 
clothes  became  dazzling  white.” 
(Mt.  17:2) 


The  Christian  year  consists  of  a  cycle  of  seasons  by  which  Christians 
are  reminded  of  the  stories  and  teachings  of  the  Christian  faith.  Each 
season  has  a  suggested  color,  usually  displayed  on  the  liturgical 
cloths  used  on  a  church's  altar  and  pulpit.  The  dates  shown  are  for 
1992  through  1993  and  are  taken  from  the  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Worship. 

Current  seaeon: 

signifies  a  period  of  growth  following  the  Incarnation 
Color:  Green 


Special  days:  Baptism  of  the  Lord,  Jan.  10:  and  Transfiguration 


of  the  Lord,  Feb.  21. 


REPORTER  STAFF  ILLUSTRATION 

L 090  Horn  Ihi  Unlltd  Mtlhodlsl  Book  ol  Worship 
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UM  magazine  veteran  retires 


United  Methodist  News  Service  fr0m  the  editorial  staff  listing  for 
NASHVILLE — Beginning  the  first  rime  in  36  years  will  be 

with  the  January  1993  issue  of  the  name  of  Darrell  R.  Shamblin. 
“Interpreter”  magazine,  missing  The  veteran  journalist  retired 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO 


NASHVILLE — A  veteran  of  United  Methodist  communications 
and  publications  work,  Darrell  Shamblin,  retired  recently  after 
36  years.  His  main  responsibility  in  recent  years  has  been  as 
associate  publisher  of  the  church's  official  program  journal, 
the  "Interpreter." 


Dec.  3 1  after  serving  on  the  staffs 
of  three  denominational  program 
journals:  “Interpreter,”  “Meth¬ 
odist  Story-Spotlight”  and  “The 
Methodist  Story.” 

Before  joining  “The  Methodist 
Story”  as  managing  editor  in 
1957,  Mr.  Shamblin,  a  layman, 
worked  four  years  as  director  of 
Methodist  Information  for  the 
Pittsburgh  and  Chicago  areas  of 
The  Methodist  Church. 

In  1988  Mr.  Shamblin  was 
named  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  as  director  of 
publications  and  associate  pub¬ 
lisher  of  “Interpreter;”  “el  inter- 
prete,”  a  Spanish-language 
program  journal;  and  “United 
Methodist  Family,”  a  Korean- 
language  program  journal  he 
helped  create. 

Born  in  West  Virginia,  where 
he  was  reared  in  Methodist  par¬ 
sonages,  Mr.  Shamblm  earned 
degrees  in  journalism  and  writing 
from  Marshall  University,  Hun¬ 
tington,  W.Va.,  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pittsburgh. 

After  two  years  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  including  a  tour  of  duty  in 
Korea,  he  worked  with  the  Hun¬ 
tington  (W.Va.)  “Advertiser.” 

He  is  married  and  has  three 
adult  children.  He  and  his  wife, 
Rosie,  will  continue  to  reside  in 
Nashville. 


Translator  opened  up  to  seminary  prof  and . . . 


By  DAVID  E.  KEPPLE 

When  Helena  Sanzharova  was  5 
months  old,  her  grandmother 
wrapped  her  up  and  sneaked  her 
from  the  family  apartment  in  Khar¬ 
kov,  Ukraine,  hoping  to  get  her 
baptized. 


Her  grandmother  needed  to  act 
secretly  because  religion  was  still  of¬ 
ficially  banned  in  the  Soviet  Union 
of  the  early  1970s. 

The  stealthy  baptism  didn’t  hap¬ 
pen,  though. 

“I  think  she  reached  the  bus 
stop,”  Ms.  Sanzharova  said,  “but 
then  my  mom  found  out  that  I 
wasn’t  [at  home],  and  she  ran  and 
she  got  me  and  brought  me  back. 
My  mom  was  very  much  against 
[the  baptism].” 

Firmly  entrenched 

Ms.  Sanzharova,  now  22  and  a 
student  in  the  religious  communica¬ 
tions  program  at  United  Methodist- 
related  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  laughs 
when  she  tells  the  story. 

She  is  the  first  Ukrainian  student 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  Eiffects  virtually  till  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Persontu 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost  i 

Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  Berve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Bally, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


"For  me,  religion  didn't  exist.  I  didn't  hear 
anything  about  God."  _He|ena  Sanzharova 


to  attend  the  seminary. 

Ms.  Sanzharova  grew  up  firmly 
entrenched  in  the  anti-religious  ide¬ 
ology  of  the  former  communist 
state. 

“For  me,  religion  didn’t  exist,” 
she  said.  “I  didn’t  hear  anything 
about  God.” 

Her  interest  in  the  Christian  faith 
began  to  sprout  only  after  her  1 8th 
birthday,  roughly  coinciding  with 
Mikhail  Gorbachev’s  restructuring 
of  Soviet  society  and  the  gradual 
easing  of  government  hostility  to¬ 
ward  religion. 

The  change  began  when  she  heard 
the  rock  opera  “Jesus  Christ  Super- 
star.” 

“I  was  real  impressed,”  Ms.  Sanz¬ 
harova  says.  “I  liked  it  very  much.” 

She  delved  into  a  couple  of  books 
by  Russian  writers  on  the  Christian 
faith,  and  her  interest  grew. 

What  made  him  that  way? 

“1  was  impressed  by  Jesus  Christ, 
first  of  all  as  a  person,”  she  said. 
“And  then  I  started  to  think,  what 
made  him  such  a  person?” 

At  19,  Ms.  Sanzharova  received 
her  long  delayed  baptism  in  an  Or¬ 
thodox  church,  but  she  notes  that 
she  had  to  pay  15  rubles  for  the 
privilege. 

“It  didn’t  really  mean  anything,” 
she  said.  “I  had  such  an  awful  tu¬ 
mult  in  my  head.  ...  I  just  didn’t 
know  what  was  going  to  happen — 
what  I  was  living  for.” 

Then  Ms.  Sanzharova,  who 
speaks  five  languages  including  En¬ 
glish,  went  to  a  meeting  where  an 
American  named  Dean  Street 


talked  about  God  and  the  question 
of  personal  salvation. 

Meetings  with  Mr.  Street  and  oth¬ 
er  believers  resulted  in  formation  of 
a  nondenominational  Christian 
church  last  year  in  Kharkov. 

As  her  Christian  commitment 
grew,  Ms.  Sanzharova  also  decided 
she  wanted  to  go  to  Moscow  to  pur¬ 
sue  a  career  as  a  film  producer. 

“But  my  parents  were  going  mad 
about  that,”  she  said.  “I  just 
thought  if  God  really  wanted  me,  he 
would  find  some  less  painful  way 
for  me  to  do  that,  so  that  my  par¬ 
ents  wouldn't  be  so  upset.” 

Filming  in  Kharkov 

The  answer  came  in  spring  1 992 
when  United  Theological  Seminary 
professor  Dick  Jameson  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  was  in  Kharkov  producing  a 
video  on  religious  life  in  Ukraine’s 
second-largest  city,  also  a  sister  city 


The  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Roebuck 
knows  how  to  open  doors  for 
Christ — with  his  left  hand. 

The  left-handed  pastor  of  the  Sar- 
tinville-Tilton-Topeka  Charge  near 
Jayess,  Miss.,  gives  out  “left-hand¬ 
ed”  ballpoint  pens  printed  with  his 
churches’  names. 

“Yes,  you  can  use  it  with  your 
right  hand,  but  you’d  be  surprised 
at  how  many  ‘lefties’  there  are  out 
there,”  he  noted. 

The  secret,  says  Mr.  Roebuck,  is 
that  the  pens  were  printed  so  that 
their  writing  is  legible  only  when 
held  in  the  left  hand. 


of  Cincinnati. 

Ms.  Sanzharova,  an  interpreter 
for  the  Jameson  party,  one  day 
opened  up  about  her  dreams. 

Dr.  Jameson,  assistant  director  of 
United’s  master’s  degree  program 
in  religious  communications,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  U.S.  and  organized  a 
scholarship  committee  through 
some  churches  in  Cincinnati. 

Ms.  Sanzharova  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  Vladimir  Ambartsumyan,  a 
university  graduate  who  has  worked 
as  an  engineer  and  an  interpreter, 
were  soon  on  their  way  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

They  are  expecting  their  first 
child  in  February. 

When  she  returns  to  the  Ukraine, 
Ms.  Sanzharova  hopes  to  apply  her 
media  skills  to  reach  out  to  other 
people  with  the  “good  news.” 

She  also  hopes  to  tackle  social 
problems  and  to  help  Christians  be¬ 
come  more  comfortable  with  their 
faith. 

This  article  originally  appeared  in 
the  Dayton  (Ohio)  Daily  News,  for 
which  Mr.  Kepple  is  a  religion  writ¬ 
er.  Used  with  permission. 


For  right-handed  people,  the 
printing  is  upside-down — the  way 
“lefties”  encounter  most  printed 
pens. 

The  gimmick,  as  you  might  ex¬ 
pect,  causes  people  to  pause  long 
enough  for  Mr.  Roebuck  to  sail  into 
conversation  with  them. 

“You  say,  ‘Here,  have  a  left- 
handed  pen,’  and  expect  an  answer 
like,  ‘Hey,  what?’  ”  he  said. 

“And  then  you’re  on  your  way  to 
having  a  conversation  to  the  glory 
of  God — telling  people  about  your 
church  or  even  what  Christ  has 
done  in  your  life.” 


Gospel  weapon:  Left-handed  pens 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  Si.  15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 1 5  additional  plus  add  $9.20  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad- 
vertisingor  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  MINISTER  of  Music. 

Please  send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  416  South  Bonner.  Jacksonville,  TX 
75766. _ 

LENT  AND  EASTER  WORSHIP  RESOURCE  7 

week  program  for  evangelism/spiritual  growth  in 
any  size  congregation.  Includes  a  wooden  cross,  7 
weekly  symbols,  7  sermons,  42  daily  devotions,  7 
children's  sermons,  theme  song,  step-by-step  in¬ 
struction.  Churches  experienced  exciting  results. 
Sold  out  last  season!  Money  back  guarantee.  Send 
$21  and  avoid  shipping  and  handling.  Love  On 
The  Cross,  6410  S.  Freeway,  Fort  Worth,  TX 
76134-2699.  Order  only:  I -800-285-5883.  lnforma- 
tion:  (817)  293-2222. _ _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  is  being 

sought  by  a  growing  United  Methodist  Church 
with  average  morning  worship  attendance  of  600. 
Music  department  composed  of  14  choirs:  8  hand¬ 
bell.  graded  children’s  choir  program,  junior  high 
choir,  senior  high  choir,  sanctuary  choir.  250  + 
persons  involved  in  music  program  including  vol¬ 
unteer  assistant  directors.  Brass,  string,  and  wind 
ensembles  available  to  accompany  in  worship.  Di¬ 
rector  must  be  creative  and  a  people  person.  Salary 
negotiable.  Resumes  must  be  received  by  February 
I.  1993.  Please  send  resume,  complete  \yith  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Dr.  Steve  McElroy,  Grace  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1206  Greenwood  Lane,  Alamogordo, 
NM  88310.  We  are  located  at  the  base  of  the  beau- 
tiful  Sacramento  Mountains. _ 

CHARLOTTE  NC.  MYERS  PARK  UNITED 

Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of 
Children’s  Ministry.  Myers  Park  is  a  3600-member 
church  with  an  excellent  and  active  children's  pro¬ 
gram.  A  basic  degree  in  Christian  education  is  re¬ 
quired.  Certification  is  preferred.  Excellent  skills  in 
interpersonal  relationships,  administration,  plan¬ 
ning,  and  organization  are  required.  The  ability  to 
work  collcgially  in  a  multiple  staff  setting  is  essen¬ 
tial.  Compensation  (including  excellent  benefits)  is 
commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Send 
resume,  including  references,  to:  Dr.  J.  Lawrence 
McCIcskey,  Myers  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 
Post  Office  Box  6161,  Charlotte,  NC  28207-6161. 

CHURCH  BUS.  ’83  FORD  20  PASSENGER, 

“Airportcr”  style,  48,000  original  miles,  PS.  PB, 
auto,  AC,  heat,  460  gas  motor,  large  side  bus  doors. 
Very  well  cared  for,  in  excellent  condition. 
$17,500.00.  (817)  738-0330. _ 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $  1 65.  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Wayncsvillc,  NC 
28786,  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
with  emphasis  on  youth  and  adult  ministries.  Send 
resumes  to:  David  Hutchins.  Park  Place  UMC, 
3827  Broadway.  Houston,  TX  77017-3022. _ 

TWENTY  FOUR  GOLD  COLORED  CHOIR 
ROBES  and  stoles  available  to  any  church  who  can 
use  them.  Must  call  bv  January  30,  1993,  (902) 
887-3691. _ 

FULL-TIME  POSmON.  Director  of  Youth  and 
Education.  Salary  plus  housing  Resumes  needed 
by  January  20th:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  477.  Bonifay,  FL  32425.  Phone:  (904) 
547-3785. 
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Conflict 

In  Our  Churches  — 
Surely  Not! 


Bishop  William 
Oden 

The  Alban  Institute  of  Washington,  D.C.,  does  research  on  behalf  of 
local  churches  of  numerous  denominations. 

In  a  recent  edition  of  the  Alban  newsletter  entitled  “Action  Informa¬ 
tion”  Roy  W.  Pnewman,  senior  consultant  for  the  institute,  wrote  an 
article  dealing  with  local  church  conflict.  As  a  consultant  who  works 
with  troubled  churches,  he  has  been  through  a  large  number  of  church 
fights  of  every  communion  and  has  recognized  some  common  patterns 
that  he  has  learned  to  associate  with  troubled  churches.  He  sees  these 
patterns  as  predictable  sources  of  conflict  and  suggests  that  they  can  be 
found  in  many  local  churches.  He  names  nine  such  common  sources. 

■  People  disagree  about  values  and  beliefs.  When  the  mission  of  the 
church  is  either  unclear  or  disagreed  upon,  there  will  be  conflict.  If 
members  of  a  church  disagree  about  what  the  church  is  and  what  the 
church  ought  to  be,  there  can  be  little  common  ground  upon  which  to 
carry  out  congregational  planning  and  programming. 

■  The  structure  is  unclear.  Pnewman  says  that  troubled  churches  of¬ 
ten  have  structural  ambiguity.  They  have  no  clear  guidelines  about  the 
roles  and  responsibilities  of  clergy,  staff,  laity  or  committees.  People 
are  not  sure  what  they  are  to  do  or  who  is  in  charge  of  what. 

■  The  pastor’s  role  and  responsibilities  are  conflictual.  If  people  have 
expectations  for  the  pastor  that  either  cannot  or  will  not  be  met,  con¬ 
flict  is  inevitable. 

■  The  structure  no  longer  fits  the  congregation’s  size.  A  congregation 
that  is  growing  or  shrinking  often  finds  itself  operating  in  a  manner 
that  is  inappropriate.  If  it  is  smaller  than  it  used  to  be,  it  cannot  oper¬ 
ate  as  it  did  in  the  past.  If  it  is  growing,  it  can  no  longer  be  that  small, 
intimate  church  family  that  people  long  to  return  to. 

■  The  clergy  and  parish  leadership  styles  don’t  match.  Churches  in 
conflict  often  seem  to  focus  on  the  administrative  and  pastoral  style  of 
the  clergy. 

But  congregational  lay  leaders  also  have  their  own  styles,  and  these 
may  conflict  with  the  pastor.  - 

■  The  new  pastor  rushes  into  changes.  Many  pastors  arriving  in  a 
new  appointment  simply  do  not  take  the  time  and  trouble  necessary  to 
get  to  know  the  congregation.  Even  small  changes  may  seem  to  be  ma¬ 
jor  if  the  congregation  has  not  been  properly  prepared.  A  pastor  who 
immediately  begins  changing  liturgy,  staff  or  methods  of  operation  may 
find  himself  or  herself  in  a  hornet’s  nest. 

■  Communication  lines  are  blocked.  Troubled  churches  often  have 
communication  problems.  Such  communication  is  often  a  result  of  con¬ 
flict  rather  than  a  cause  of  conflict.  When  conflict  occurs,  people  sim¬ 
ply  do  not  relate  to  each  other  as  before.  The  trust  level  goes  down  and 
barriers  go  up.^ 

■  Church  people  manage  conflict  poorly.  Churches  have  a  terrible 
record  of  handling  conflict.  The  members  often  believe  conflict  is  evil 
and  should  not  happen.  Yet,  as  early  as  the  Book  of  Acts  we  find  Peter 
and  Paul  in  conflict  about  the  mission  of  the  church.  Conflict  cannot  be 
denied.  It  should  be  met  head-on  and  sometimes  a  third  party  should 
be  called  in  to  mediate  the  conflict. 

■  Disaffected  members  hold  back  participation  and  pledges.  It  is  at 
this  stage  the  bishop  often  hears  about  church  conflict.  A  letter  from  a 
disgruntled  lay  person  will  announce  that  until  this  problem  is  solved, 
contributions  will  be  withheld.  The  truth  is,  this  seldom  works  and  is 
not  a  very  Christian  response  to  conflicts.  Control  of  resources  usually 
happens  because  people  feel  ignored.  If  a  pastor  will  go  to  a  troubled 
parishioner  early  enough,  conflicts  can  often  be  worked  through  before 
they  escalate. 

Pnewman  says  that  the  key  to  dealing  with  conflict  in  a  local  church 
is  to  “pay  attention  to  what  is  happening  in  your  congregation.  If  you 
notice  any  of  the  warning  signs  ...  do  something  to  help  alleviate  the 
situation.  If  the  situation  is  out  of  control,  get  help  and  don’t  wait  too 
long.” 

Pnewman  concludes  that  conflict  is  the  energy  that  vitalizes  the 
church  when  it  is  used  appropriately  and  confined  within  appropriate 
bounds.  When  this  energy  bursts  out  of  control,  it  can  destroy  congre¬ 
gations  and  their  leaders. 


VISN  Presents  Timely,  Probing 
TV  Programs  On  Cable  Stations 


Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  (VISN)  will  present  some 
timely  and  probing  programs  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  weeks  including  one  on 
“Palestine  Peace  Efforts”  and  an¬ 
other  on  “Russia  Today.”  The  Rev. 
D.  L.  Dykes  Jr.,  retired  Louisiana 
Conference  clergy  who  was  former¬ 
ly  pastor  of  First  UMC  Shreveport, 
is  to  be  seen  on  “Alternate  Views 
Life.’’  The  Frazer  UM  Church, 
whose  pastor  will  be  coming  to  Lou¬ 
isiana  Jan.  23,  may  be  seen  regular¬ 
ly  on  VISN. 

Viewers  should  check  their  local 
television  listings.  VISN  is  being 
carried  by  more  stations  since  Octo¬ 
ber  of  last  year  when  it  started  to 
share  a  cable  channel  with  ACTS,  a 


network  owned  and  operated  by 
The  Radio  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

VISN  offers  1 6  hours  of  programs 
each  day  on  VISN/ACTS,  the  Faith 
and  Values  Channel;  ACTS  offers 
eight  hours. 

VISN  provides  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  opportunities  to  pres¬ 
ent  the  gospel  of  Jesus  in  a  clear, 
compelling  and  appealing  way  to  a 
television-oriented  public,  especial¬ 
ly  in  view  of  the  growing  strength  of 
the  cable  industry. 

UM  programming,  including  the 
award-winning  weekly  series, 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  figures  promi¬ 
nently  in  the  VISN  schedule. 


Convocation  of  Boards  Slated  Jan.  28-29 


The  new  quadrennium  is  here  with  new  Conference  officers  and  board 
members  eagerly  working  on  plans  and  ministries  to  respond  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  Louisiana  United  Methodists  for  the  next  four  years.  The  an¬ 
nual  Convocation  of  Boards  has  been  scheduled. 

Conference  councils,  boards,  commissions  and  committees  will  meet  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  28,  and  Friday,  Jan.  29,  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  downtown  Baton  Rouge  for  visioning,  planning  and  budgeting  sessions. 


Mission  Goals 

All  groups  have  been  asked  to 
prepare  mission  and  goal  state¬ 
ments  for  the  quadrennium,  espe¬ 
cially  focusing  on  the  ministry  of 
the  local  church. 

These  statements  will  be  used  as 
guides  for  the  individual  boards  as 
they  develop  ministries  for  the  next 
four  years. 

Local  church  laity  and  pastors 
elected  at  the  1992  conference  ses- 


The  Rev.  Tim  Smith,  a  member 
of  the  Conference  Communica¬ 
tions  Committee,  talks  with  De¬ 
anna  K.  Armstrong,  United 
Methodist  Communications  field 
staff  for  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  at  the  recent  quadrennial 
jurisdictional  planning  meeting 
and  training-session  in  Dallas. 

Dr.  Mathison 
Named  Guest 
Preacher 

Dr.  John  Ed 
Mathison,  senior 
minister  of  Fra¬ 
zer  Memorial 
UMC  in  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala., 
will  be  the  guest 
preacher  for  the 
worship  service 
at  the  second  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Vi- 
Dr.  |ohn  Mathison  sion  2000, 
“Forward  in  Faith,”  training  Satur¬ 
day,  Jan.  23.  The  training  event  will 
be  from  9:45  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  in  Riv¬ 
erside  Centroplex  Theater  for  the 
Performing  Arts  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  church  is  the  fastest  growing 
UMC  in  America.  Frazer  has  the 
largest  worship  attendance  and  larg¬ 
est  Sunday  school  attendance  for 
UM  churches  in  the  United  States. 

In  fact,  in  1986,  the  Church  Lead¬ 
ership  Institute  cited  Frazer  as  the 
fastest  growing  church  of  any  de¬ 
nomination  in  Alabama,  having 
had  a  net  gain  of  over  2200  new 
members  in  the  last  five  years.  Fra¬ 
zer  has  an  average  worship  atten¬ 
dance  for  the  four  Sunday  services 
of  over  4,000.  The  morning  worship 
service  is  televised  nationwide  each 
week. 

Dr.  Mathison  has  written  three 
books.  Tried  and  True,  published  by 
Discipleship  Resources,  lists  11 
church  growth  principles  utilized  by 
Frazer  for  designing  and  imple¬ 
menting  its  ministry.  Every  Member 
in  Ministry  tells  Frazer’s  story  of 
how  to  get  lay  persons  involved  in 
meaningful  ministry  and  how  to 
avoid  inactive  members. 

Fishing  for  Birds  is  a  collection  of 
122  bulletin-front  messages  from 
Dr.  Mathison  to  the  congregation. 
He  also  has  written  articles  for  De¬ 
cision  and  Circuit  Rider  magazines. 

Mathison  was  All-State  Basket¬ 
ball  Player  for  three  years  in  high 
school  and  was  captain  and  the 
leading  scorer  for  Huntingdon  Col¬ 
lege.  He  has  several  times  been 
ranked  number  one  in  his  age  divi¬ 
sion  in  tennis  in  Alabama  and  re¬ 
cently  was  ranked  number  three  in 
the  South.  He  has  won  seven  state 
racquetball  championships. 


sion  will  be  both  representing  their 
local  church  and  responding  to  the 
wider  ministry  of  Ixmisiana  as  they 
consider  the  role  our  church  con¬ 
nection  will  make  in  the  light  of  our 
current  world  needs  and  hopes. 

Church  Leadership 

Included  in  our  response  will  be 
ministries  in  evangelism,  mission, 
church  leadership  (both  lay  and 
clergy),  communication,  response 
to  societal  concerns  (AIDS,  hunger, 
poverty,  peace  with  justice,  human 
relations,  race  relations),  education 
within  the  church  and  in  society, 
stewardship  and  finance,  worship, 
new  congregations  —  the  list  could 
go  on  and  on. 

Please  be  in  prayer  for  God  to 
guide  our  Conference  leaders  as 
they  prepare  to  lead  our  church  into 
the  future. 

The  members  of  these  boards  and 
committees  would  appreciate,  as 
well,  your  ideas,  visions,  sugges¬ 
tions  and  evaluations. 

Agenda  Announced 

The  Convocation  of  Boards 
Agenda  is  announced. 

Meetings  on  Thursday,  Jan.  28, 
are  as  follows:  Board  of  Pensions,  9 
a.m.  in  Room  113;  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  10  a.m.  in  First 
Church  Parlor;  VISION  2000  Con¬ 
ference  Committee,  noon,  Head¬ 
quarters  Building;  Board  of  Church 
Extension,  1:30  p.m.,  Lyle  Hall; 
Board  of  Higher  Education,  1:30 
p.m.,  Room  1 14;  CrossLines  Minis¬ 
try,  3  p.m..  Room  1 12;  Board  of  Di- 
aconal  Ministry,  3  p.m.,  Room  1 15; 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee,  4  p.m.,  Room 
117,  and  Communications  Com¬ 
mittee,  4:30  p.m.,  Room  106. 

All  members  will  gather  for  the 
Convocation  Dinner  at  6:30  p.m.  in 
the  Gym. 

Friday  Meetings 

Two  groups  will  meet  for  break¬ 
fast  early  on  Friday,  Jan.  29,  in  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  —  the  Board  of 
Trustees  at  7  a.m.  and  the  Board  of 
Laity  at  7:30  a.m. 

A  number  of  groups  will  meet  at 
9  a.m.  Friday,  Jan.  29,  in  various 
rooms  of  First  UMC. 

They  are  Board  of  Diacona!  Min¬ 
istry,  Room  1 1 5;  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  Church  Parlor; 
Board  of  Discipleship,  Lyle  Hall; 
Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Room  1 17;  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion,  Room  1 1 4;  Board  of  Health 
and  Welfare,  Room  106;  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Equitable  Salaries,  Room 
105;  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  Room  108;  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race,  Room  1 1 3; 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns,  Wes¬ 
ley  Room;  Committee  on  Special 
Ministries,  Room  107,  and  Town 
and  Country  Ministries,  Room  1 10. 

Meeting  at  10  a.m.  Friday  in  the 
Headquarters  Building  will  be  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

The  Commission  on  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  will  convene  at  10 
a.m,  Room  112  and  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  will  meet  at  10 
a.m.  in  the  Craft  Room  of  the 
church. 

Luncheons  Planned 

Meeting  at  noon  in  the  Episcopal 
Residence  will  be  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy. 

Luncheon  for  all  other  persons  at¬ 
tending  will  be  served  at  noon  in 
the  Gym. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  will 
meet  at  3  p.m.  in  the  Craft  Room  at 
the  church. 


The  Rev.  Ed  Bowman,  pastor,  and  Lena  Bateman,  treasurer,  of  St. 
Luke's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  present  a  check  to  Darlene  Abbott  and 
Loraine  Dunkley,  RIGHT,  at  Parker  House,  home  for  abused,  ne¬ 
glected  and  abandoned  children.  Pennies  were  collected  all  year  by 
church  members  to  make  the  contribution,  over  and  above  other 
giving.  This  year  they  are  collecting  pennies  for  another  community 
agency,  Glory  House  that  provides  literacy  aid,  prison  outreach, 
children's  programs  and  other  ministries. 

Special  Events  Planned 
For  Human  Relations  Day 


Just  one  day  before  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  Martin  Luther  King’s 
birthday,  Louisiana  Conference  will 
join  with  other  churches  in  observ¬ 
ing  Human  Relations  Day  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  churches  on  Sunday,  Jan.  17. 

Observances  of  the  day  vary.  A 
pulpit  exchange  is  the  way  two 
churches  are  emphasizing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  day.  Guest  preacher 
at  Henning  Memorial  UMC  in  Sul¬ 
phur  on  Sunday,  Jan.  17,  at  10:30 
a.m.  will  be  the  Rev.  Larry  Martin 
of  Warren  UMC.  The  Rev.  Fred  B. 
Wideman,  pastor  of  Henning  UMC 
and  Henning’s  Chancel  Choir  will 
be  guests  at  Warren  that  morning. 

The  Rev.  Darlene  Moore-James 
reports  that  the  1 0  churches  of  vari¬ 
ous  denominations  in  Welsh-Roa- 
noke  area  will  get  together  on 
Martin  Luther  King's  birthday. 
While  students  are  out  of  school  for 
the  observance,  activities  will  be 
held  and  students  will  be  instructed 
about  the  tenants  of  non-violence 
that  King  preached. 

“We  live  in  a  violent  society,” 
Moore-James  said,  “but  we  want 
them  to  know  there  are  alterna¬ 
tives.” 

The  Rev.  Janice  Reed,  Baptist 
minister  from  Lake  Charles,  will 


speak  during  a  program  “to  be  at¬ 
tended  by  both  blacks  and  whites  of 
all  ages”  at  the  Catholic  Church, 
she  mentioned.  A  film  of  King’s 
speeches  will  be  shown. 

She  said  the  Ministerial  Alliance 
has  churches  working  together.  “We 
even  had  a  rap  group  at  a  recent 
meeting,"  she  added.  “The  different 
congregations  are  coming  together, 
not  just  to  dialogue,  but  to  do 
hands-on  projects  as  the  church,  the 
body  of  Christ.” 

For  services  on  Human  Relations 
Day  in  her  own  Jones  UMC,  as  well 
as  in  Mallalieu  and  Trinity,  Moore- 
James  will  preach  using  the  theme, 
“Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here? 
Chaos  or  Community”  based  on 
King’s  book  by  that  name. 

Human  Relations  Day  is  set  aside 
to  encourage  better  human  relations 
by  affirming  the  dignity,  self-deter¬ 
mination  and  interdependence  of 
individuals  and  communities. 

An  offering  will  be  taken  by  some 
churches  with  funds  going  toward 
the  Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation 
Project  which  focuses  on  the  grow¬ 
ing  population  of  youth  offenders 
and  their  need  for  creative  redirec¬ 
tion,  UM  Voluntary  Service  and 
Community  Developers. 


MacDonell  Children  Remembered 


Children  of  MacDonell  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Services  in 
Houma  were  remembered  at  Christ¬ 
mas,  G.  J.  “Jerry”  Bridges,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  facility,  reports. 

After  obtaining  a  list  of  all  the 
children  at  MacDonell,  the  Marine 
Corps  Toys  for  Tots  gave  toys  pur¬ 
chased  especially  for  each  child. 

Presenting  the  contributions  were 
Roy  Labat,  Commandant  of  Hou- 
ma-Terrebonne  Marine  Corps 
League;  Barbara  Labat,  president  of 
Marine  Corps  League,  and  Juanita 
Chaisson,  national  chaplain. 

John  Laing  and  Edward  Bouterie, 
cochairmen  for  the  1992  Volunteer 
Activist  Gala,  presented  MacDonell 
with  a  check  for  $22,634.35,  pro¬ 


ceeds  from  this  year’s  event. 

The  money  will  be  used  to  help 
with  renovations  to  Laskey  Cottage, 
a  building  that  houses  12  boys  ages 
12  to  16. 

The  gala,  which  recognizes  com¬ 
munity  volunteers  in  Lafourche  and 
Terrebonne  parishes,  has  donated 
to  MacDonell  for  the  past  eight 
years. 

MacDonell  is  a  therapeutic  child 
care  facility  that  houses  36  depen¬ 
dent  children  that  for  various  rea¬ 
sons  cannot  live  at  home. 
MacDonell  provides  around-the- 
clock  care,  education,  counseling 
and  nurturing  to  children  mostly 
from  the  surrounding  area. 


The  Baton  Rouge  training  session 
for  churches  in  the  southern  half  of 
the  state  is  a  duplicate  of  the  event 
held  Jan.  9  in  Ruston.  All  churches 
who  did  not  have  representatives  in 
Ruston  should  send  them  to  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  training  session. 


Roy  Labat,  LEFT,  Barbara  Labat,  and  Juanita  Chiasson,  RIGHT,  were 
at  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services  before  Christ¬ 
mas  with  gifts  for  the  children.  G.  J.  "Jerry"  Bridges,  president  of 
MacDonell,  was  happy  to  receive  them. 
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Editorial 

More  than  a  sum  of  parts 


One  way  to  gain  perspective  on 
the  larger  body  of  Christ  is  to  look 
closely  at  its  parts. 

Based  on  that  premise,  the  Report¬ 
er  launches  a  new  project  on  Page  3:  a 
series  of  in-depth  regional  reports  on 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Associate  Editor  Diane  Huie  Ba- 
lay’s  on-the-scene  reports  open  an  in¬ 
structive  albeit  partial  window  on  our 
church  by  spotlighting  the  experience 
and  struggles  of  our  sister  and  brother 
United  Methodists  in  Arkansas. 

Future  reports  in  the  series  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  other  regions  of  our  church  de- 
fined  usually  but  not  always  by 
regional  church  boundaries  or,  wher¬ 
ever  they  overlap  as  they  do  in  Arkan¬ 
sas,  by  church  and  state  boundaries. 

The  decision  to  begin  our  series 
with  Arkansas  has  an  obvious  timeli¬ 
ness  factor,  namely,  the  inauguration 
this  month  of  a  native  Arkansan  as 
the  nation’s  42nd  president. 

But  even  if  the  national  spotlight 
were  not  on  Arkansas,  it  is  a  fitting 
place  to  begin  an  examination  of 
United  Methodism.  Both  its  location 
in  the  South  and  its  predominantly 
rural  population  in  transition  are  rep¬ 
resentative  of  a  major  segment  of  our 
denomination. 

Among  the  realities  we  discern 
from  Arkansas  United  Methodists: 

/  The  fight  against  racism  is  far 
from  over.  Thirty-five  years  after  the 
landmark  Arkansas  school  desegre¬ 
gation  case,  United  Methodists 
there  struggle  with  the  disturbing 
reality  that  neither  the  church  nor 
society  at  large  has  eliminated  all 
racist  attitudes  and  less  visible 
forms  of  racist  behavior.  Their  ex¬ 
perience  indicates  it’s  time  for  all  of 
us  to  reassess  our  goals  and  our 
methods  in  the  battle  against  rac¬ 
ism,  if  we’re  to  honor  and  build 


upon  the  sacrifices  made  for  racial 
equality  by  many  in  Arkansas  and 
elsewhere. 

/  Mission  opportunities  are  ev¬ 
erywhere.  Witness  the  number  of 
Arkansas  congregations  that  sup¬ 
port  outreach  efforts  both  at  home 
and  internationally.  Many  of  the  at- 
home  efforts  respond  to  clearly 
identified  local  needs,  such  as  the 
drug  rehabilitation  program  spon¬ 
sored  by  Hoover  UMC  or  the 
“Barely  Ill  Center”  for  children  with 
minor  illnesses  sponsored  by  First 
UMC  of  Little  Rock.  Their  alert¬ 
ness  to  needs  both  near  and  far 
should  inspire  the  rest  of  us  to  look 
beyond  the  walls  of  our  own  congre¬ 
gations. 

Bringing  you  examples  such  as 
these  is  part  of  our  mission  as  your 
church  newspaper.  Often  the  stories 
focus  on  individuals  and  local  con¬ 
gregations.  But  larger  groupings,  in¬ 
cluding  entire  regions  of  the  church, 
also  have  a  valuable  witness  to 
make  in  their  collective  experience 
as  a  community  of  faith. 

We  hope  that  our  new  series  will 
expand  awareness  of  the  ways  by 
which  such  groupings  of  Christians 
can  share  their  corporate  witness  to 
God  at  work  through,  and  some¬ 
times  beyond,  our  denomination. 


What  others  are  saying: 


“My  first  thoughts  were  how 
beautiful  the  lights  were,  but  then  I 
thought  of  the  darkness  in  the 
streets  and  in  the  hearts  of  people. 
Then  I  thought  of  the  church  people 
who  have  the  love  and  hope  of  Je¬ 
sus  in  them.  I  was  warmed  by 
knowing  that  the  fires  in  our  hearts 
are  being  used  to  warm  lives.  If 
Christ  is  our  light,  we  can  be  the 
vessel  through  which  Christ’s  light 
enters  the  lives  of  others.” 

— United  Methodist  laywoman  Jean 
M.  Howell,  Philadelphia. 


“If  the  apocalypse  is  anticipated 
at  every  moment,  then  I  must  pray 
at  every  moment.  Not  only  is  the 
urgency  to  pray  a  call.  It  must  be¬ 
come  a  way  of  life,  a  way  of  looking 
and  then  seeking  what  is  there  and 
what  is  meant  to  be  seen,  a  way  of 
listening  and  then  hearing  what  is 
there  and  meant  to  be  heard.  Prayer 
becomes  a  way  of  transcending  time 
and  space.” 

— The  Rev.  Suzanne  Guthrie,  an 
Episcopal  priest  in  Accord,  N.Y., 
writing  in  “The  Christian  Century.” 


My  Witness  — 

I  escaped  homelessness 


By  JUDY  HARKNESS 

I  sat  in  my  car  with  my  six  chil¬ 
dren,  trying  to  sleep. 

I  would  have  thought  as  tired  and 
worn  out  as  we  all  were  that  sleep 
would  come  easy,  yet  it  escaped  me. 

We  had  no  home  except  our  car. 
We  were  homeless  like  millions  of 
others  just  like  us.  We  had  no  bath¬ 
room  or  bedroom,  there  was  no 
kitchen  to  cook  a  hot  meal  for  my 
family,  no  living  room  to  sit  back 
and  watch  TV.  We  ate  mostly  from 
garbage  cans  in  the  back  of  markets, 
waited  in  soup  lines  for  hours  and 
collected  bottles  and  cans  to  return 
for  deposit. 

We  slept  in  our  clothes 

We  slept  in  our  clothes  for  days. 
How  I  longed  for  a  hot  bath  and  to 
just  be  able  to  shampoo  my  hair. 

I  would  fight  and  hold  back  my 
tears  until  my  children  fell  asleep. 
Then  my  tears  fell  like  rain.  I  was 
scared  and  can’t  remember  a  time 
when  I  was  more  frightened  than 
when  I  was  homeless. 

What  I  hated  the  worst  was  the 
way  people  would  pass  us  by  as  if 
we  were  not  even  there.  Some 
would  cross  the  street  to  avoid  us.  It 
hurt  so  bad. 

I  felt  so  all  alone,  confused.  I 
knew  in  my  heart  that  I  had  become 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Judy 
Harkness  attends  St. 

Mary's  Church  in 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


so  bitter  and  hateful.  I  had  no  fam¬ 
ily  that  would  let  us  stay  with  them 
and  friends  seemed  to  just  disap¬ 
pear  overnight.  I  was  poor  and  lost 
everything,  even  my  right  to  be  a 
human  being. 

The  pain  and  torment  of  poverty 
must  be  told  all  over  this  world  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  killer  of  so  many. 

I  grabbed  my  Bible 

When  I  felt  myself  slipping  and 
giving  way  to  my  hate  I  grabbed  my 
Bible  and  read.  I  talked  to  God  as  if 
He  were  sitting  beside  me.  He  must 
have  been  or  I  never  would  have 
made  it  through  the  night.  I  heard 
Him  say,  “I  will  never  leave  you  nor 
forsake  you.” 

I  knew  I  was  no  longer  alone.  I 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

We've  reached  out  to 


In  response  to  the  Reporter’s 
editorial  of  Dec.  18,  I’d  like  the 
bishops  of  Appalachia  and  your 
readers  to  know  that  Sullivan,  Ill., 
is  the  home  base  for  an  informal 
group  of  dedicated  Christian  folks 
who’ve  been  reaching  out  for  more 
than  20  years  to  poor  people  living 
in  the  mountains  of  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

Ilene  and  Chick  Morgan  have 
been  the  principal  leaders  and  orga¬ 
nizers  of  an  annual  caravan  which 
this  year  included  nearly  100  people 
driving  40  trucks,  vans  and  cars 
loaded  with  2,400  boxes  filled  with 
clothing,  toys  and  household  items. 
They  delivered  these  gifts  of  love 
directly  to  families  living  in  the 
Kentucky  communities  of  Wooton, 
Helton,  Stinnett,  Yeaddiss,  Bledsoe, 
Oneida  and  Mazell. 

The  outpouring  of  gifts  for  the 
Thanksgiving  caravan  was  so  great 
this  year  that  the  Morgans  orga¬ 
nized  a  second  trip  which  included 
a  truckload  of  Bibles,  a  generous 
donation  of  candy  from  the  local 
E.  J.  Brach  factory  and  many  toys 
for  the  children. 

While  the  several  hundred  partici¬ 
pants  in  this  “reaching  out”  project 
are  practically  all  church  members, 
including  several  United  Method¬ 
ists,  no  church  or  charitable  organi¬ 
zation  is  directly  involved.  No 
government  agency  is  used  in  any 
way.  Distribution  of  the  material  is 
usually  made  from  a  school  building 
and  those  in  need,  having  been  alert¬ 
ed  by  local  news  media,  come  in 
from  the  hills. 

It  is  significant  that  this  “in-depth 
encounter  with  the  poor”  has  been 
conducted  without  the  participation 
of  a  structured  agency  such  as  the 
church  or  government.  In  fact,  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  far 
less  successful  if  it  had  been  man¬ 
aged  and  operated  by  a  church  or 
government  welfare  bureaucracy. 

Furthermore,  there  wouldn’t  have 
been  thousands  of  people-to-people 
contacts  as  individuals  visited  with 
and  delivered  love  gifts  to  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  underprivileged  families  who 
came  to  the  distribution  centers.  The 
givers  also  benefitted  from  this 
transformation  of  spirit  in  their  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  poor  and  learned 
more  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel. 

May  God  bless  our  bishops  as 
they  endeavor  to  turn  the  face  of 


One  community's  “in-depth 
encounter  with  the  poor"  has 
been  conducted  for  20  years 
without  the  participation  of  a 
structured  agency,  says  an  Illi¬ 
nois  reader. 

our  church  to  the  poor  in  money 
as  well  as  the  poor  in  spirit. 

Charles  B.  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Illinois 

Control  population 

Regarding  Stephen  L.  Swecker’s 
story  on  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  urging  Christians  to  “take 
sides  with  the  poor”  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  18),  I  happen  to  believe  that 
there  are  two  major  elements  to 
“saving  the  world”: 

1.  Spread  the  Gospel  of  Love  to 
all  comers  of  the  world. 

2.  Stop  explosive,  exponential, 
destabilizing  population  growth. 

The  bishops  didn’t  talk. about 
population  in  Appalachia.  In  gen¬ 
eral  the  "population  problem”  is 
left  out  of  many  discussions  on  the 
problems  of  the  world  and  the 
poor. 

If  the  bishops  are  really  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  poor,  anywhere, 
they  will  start  encouraging  those  of 
child-bearing  age  everywhere  to 
have  none,  one,  or  two  children. 

Walter  K.  Waymeyer 
Pasadena,  California 


the  poor  for  20  years 


It  was  relevant 

I  read  with  interest  Tom  Robert’s 
article  in  the  Dec.  25  issue  of  the 
Reporter  titled,  “She’s  United 
Methodist,  he’s  Jewish  and  . ...”  I 
have  three  such  couples  in  my 
church,  and  the  article  dealt  with  is¬ 
sues  of  relevance  to  them. 

Tom  Nagle 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Where's  the  church? 

A  recent  "Phil  Donahue  Show” 
dealt  with  a  painful  issue,  teen  sui¬ 
cide.  Mr.  Donahue  interviewed  a 
panel  of  teen-agers  who  had  attempt¬ 
ed  suicide,  some  more  than  once. 

Their  recovery  took  place  when 
they  eventually  found  someone  who 
would  listen  to  them.  In  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  a  compassionate  and  non- 
judgmental  person  they  were  able  to 
turn  their  lives  around. 

I  was  struck  not  only  by  their 
painful  struggles  but  the  absence 
of  any  talk  of  God  and  how  the 
church  had  helped  them! 

The  Good  News  of  God’s  total, 
everlasting  and  empowering  love 
would  have  enabled  them  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  forgiveness  and  redemp¬ 
tion  that  would  lead  to  a  new  life. 

We  in  the  church  must  not  for¬ 
get  our  call  to  be  evangelists  by 
loving  and  listening  to  the  broken 
ones  about  us. 

Susan  E.  Lemly 

San  Clemente,  California 

The  toys  are  coming 

I  write  to  express  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  story 
about  the  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship  project  to  send  "hugga- 
ble  teddy  bears  and  dolls”  to  the 
children  in  the  hospitals  of  Russia 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  25). 

The  project  is  taking  off  in  an 
amazing  way.  Each  day  a  half-doz¬ 
en  letters  come  with  checks  and 
letters,  and  the  postal  and  UPS  de¬ 
livery  people  are  making  our  liv¬ 
ing  room  look  like  Noah’s  ark. 

Tender  and  heartwarming  love- 
notes  are  being  sent  to  children 
thousands  of  miles  away.  The  let¬ 
ters  with  the  checks  and  animals 
express  three  feelings  of  the  givers: 

■  a  desire  to  express  Christian 
faith  and  love  to  another  human 
being  whom  they  have  never 
known. 

■  a  desire  to  build  world  com¬ 


munity  and  peace. 

■  an  appreciation  for  a  church 
that  is  providing  them  this  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

Touch  the  heartstrings  of  a 
United  Methodist,  and  you  have  a 
Christian  missionary.  It  so  hap¬ 
pens  that  this  simple  project  has 
done  that. 

Mel  West 

Columbia,  Missouri 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Huggable  ted¬ 
dy  bears  or  soft  dolls,  with  “love 
notes”  of  encouragement  and  $2 
each  for  delivery  costs,  may  be  sent 
to  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellow¬ 
ship,  108  Balow  Wynd,  Columbia, 
Mo.  65203.  Checks  to  purchase 
toys,  payable  to  the  fellowship,  may 
be  sent  to  the  same  address. 

Not  positive 

In  “FaithLine”  (see  UMR,  Dec. 

1 8)  Kenneth  L.  Waters  stated  that 
racism  applies  only  to  whites,  and 
“What  people  call  black  or  reverse 
racism  is  really  black  rage  or  anger 

My  dictionary  defines  racism  as 
“the  exaggeration  of  inherent  ra¬ 
cial  differences”  or  “prejudice  in 
favor  of  certain  races.” 

There  can  be  no  positive  move¬ 
ment  in  human  relations  if  it  is  al¬ 
leged  by  a  person  or  a  group  that, 
“Hey,  you’re  totally  responsible 
for  our  troubles.  I’m  guilty  of 
nothing.  If  you  don’t  believe  it,  I’ll 
take  my  marbles  and  go  home.” 

Bryan  Lee 
Houston,  Texas 

Everyone  needs  to  dance 

As  founding  director  of  the  9- 
year-old  Kesheth  Dancers  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las,  I  would  like  to  express  my 
thanks  for  the  article  about  liturgi¬ 
cal  dance  (see  UMR,  Dec.  1 1). 

Writer  Jane  Ellen  Nickell  ex¬ 
pressed  well  the  need  for  dance  in 
the  church,  the  ensuing  problems, 
and  the  scriptural  authority  under 
which  she  dances. 

I  claim  that  we  all,  no  matter 
what  our  style  of  responding  to 
God  (and  I  stress  that  there  are 
many  different  kinds  of  responses 
even  within  my  own  sanctuary), 
need  liturgical  dance. 

Diana  Brown  Holbert 
Dallas,  Texas 


because  of  God's  love 


When  I  felt  myself  slipping  and  giving  way  to  my 
hate  I  grabbed  my  Bible  and  read.  I  talked  to  Cod  as 
if  He  were  sitting  beside  me. 


heard  “all  things  are  possible  to 
those  who  believe.”  I  knew  home¬ 
lessness  could  not  break  me  and 
there  was  hope  in  tomorrow.  I  saw 
Christ  on  the  cross  and  I  knew  in 
my  heart  that  He  really  loved  me 
and  my  children.  There  were  times 
I  felt  His  arms  around  me  as  I  cried 
and  called  on  His  name  for  help. 

It  is  easy  to  praise  God  when  you 
have  a  home  where  you  belong, 
food  on  the  table,  clean  clothes  to 
wear,  family  and  friends  gathered 
around  you  . . .  but  how  do  you 
praise  Him  when  there  is  nothing 
left  and  you  live  in  your  car?  When 
you  would  give  just  about  anything 
for  a  pizza  or  hamburger,  when  you 
wish  that  somebody  would  pass 
your  way  and  offer  a  smile  or  a  hug? 

God  was  with  me  always 

It  is  easier  than  you  think.  I  found 
God  was  with  me  always.  In  a  car  or 
home  He  was  still  near  me.  I  praised 
Him  for  this  closeness.  I  praised  Him 
for  the  strength  He  gave  me  to  en¬ 
dure  impossible  conditions.  I  praised 
Him  because  no  matter  how  close  I 


came  to  giving  in  to  hate.  His  love 
was  so  much  stronger. 

There  is  a  cry  going  out  all  over 
this  world  from  people  held  in  the 
bondage  of  poverty,  a  cry  for  help 
that  needs  to  be  heard  by  everyone.  I 
escaped  homelessness  because  of 
God’s  love  and  caring  people  who 
heard  my  own  cry  for  help.  I  escaped 
the  dark  life  of  poverty  because  peo¬ 
ple  loved  me  as  God  loves  us  all. 

However,  many  will  never  escape 
the  streets  and  will  live  and  die  in 
poverty  and  hopelessness  unless  we 
learn  what  it  means  to  really  love 
one  another.  We  need  to  hear  the 
cry  for  help. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
me,  because  he  has  anointed  me  to 
preach  good  news  to  the  poor.  He 
sent  me  to  proclaim  release  to  the 
captives  and  recovery  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free, 
to  proclaim  the  year  of  the  Lord’s 
favor.”  (NRSV) 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (2 1 4)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Subscription  rates:  S20  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
tion;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Sec¬ 
ond  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  ad¬ 
dress  changes  to  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 


(Last  week's  answer  John  1:14) 


Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  17 


Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 


Psalms  40:1-5 
Psalms  40:6-1 1 
Isaiah  49:1-6 
Isaiah  49:7 
John  1:29-34 
John  1:35-42 
1  Corinthians  1:1-9 


Do  you  need  a 
ritual  of 
refreshment? 


Daily  comfort  and  hope. 

#418895,  $9.00 

“Meditations  are 
intended  as  boning  tools 
for  the  mind ,  as  attain¬ 
able  disciplines  for  the 
soul ,  and ,  upon  many 
occasions,  as  comfort  for 
the  discouraged  heart.” 

—  Phyllis  Tickle 
from  365  More 
Meditations  for  Women 


Stories,  prayers,  poetry, 
and  insights. 

#418887,  $12.00 

Call  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store 
Order  from  your  Cokesbury  Service 
Center  •  201  Eighth  Avenue  South, 
Nashville.  TN  37202 
Order  toll  free  1  -800-672  1 789 
FAX  1-800-445-8189 
TDD/TT  toll  free  service 
1-800-227-4091 

(Telecommunications  Device  for  the 
Deaf/Telex  Telephone) 


Q  Cokesbury 


Faith  in  the  world 
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Capital's  missions  grow, 
but  integration  falters 


LITTLE  ROCK— Even  in  the 
midst  of  Little  Rock  United 
Methodism’s  many  and  varied 
large,  growing  churches  there  is 
admission  of  failure  on  at  least 
one  major  social  issue. 

Pulaski  Heights  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  with  4,500  mem¬ 
bers,  is  one  of  the  denomination’s 
largest  and  one  of  the  city’s  most 
prestigious. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Victor  Nix¬ 
on,  performed  the  wedding  for 
President-elect  Bill  Clinton  and 
his  wife,  Hillary.  At  their  invita¬ 
tion  he  will  participate  in  a  Wash¬ 
ington  prayer  service  the  evening 
before  the  inauguration. 

A  member  of  the  church, 
Thomas  F.  “Mack”  McLarty,  is 
Mr.  Clinton’s  chief  of  staff. 

Pulaski  Heights  is  especially 
known  for  its  music  program  and 
its  booming  young  adult  Sunday 
school  classes. 

St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church,  with  its  feisty  pastor,  the 
Rev.  John  Pershing  Miles  II,  is  one 
of  the  fastest  growing  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Miles  calls  St.  James  “a  lit¬ 
tle  country  church,”  but  nothing 
could  be  farther  from  the  truth. 
The  3,000-plus  member  congrega¬ 
tion  in  upscale  west  Little  Rock  is 
bursting  with  fashionably  dressed 
adults — young  and  old- — and  a  sea 
of  children. 

“We  had  a  farmer  once,”  Mr. 
Miles  often  jokes,  “but  he  died.” 

For  hands-on  mission  work,  St. 
James  supports,  among  many  oth¬ 
er  things,  a  downtown  hot  meal 
service  for  the  homeless,  well-drill¬ 
ing  and  medical  missions  in  Haiti 
and  a  unique  ministry  to  provide 
food,  hot  showers  and  Christian 
education  to  indigent  children. 

Downtown  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  remains  a  vital  con¬ 


gregation  of  mostly  affluent 
community  leaders  in  banking,  the 
professions  and  the  arts.  Its  79 
lawyers  include  Hillary  Clinton. 

The  Clintons  have  asked  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Ed  Matthews,  to 
read  the  benediction  at  the  Presi¬ 
dential  Prayer  Service  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  inauguation. 

A  presidential  inaugural  even¬ 
song  is  planned  at  First  Church. 

First  Church’s  program  to  drive 
indigent  people  to  medical  ap¬ 
pointments  has  won  several  na¬ 
tional  awards.  The  church  also 
supports  a  “Barely  Ill  Center”  in 
partnership  with  nearby  Arkansas 
Children’s  Hospital  in  which  a 
full-time  nurse  oversees  the  care  of 
children  with  minor  illnesses. 

All  is  not  well,  however,  among 
Little  Rock  United  Methodism. 

“There  is  absolutely  no  de¬ 
bate,”  Mr.  Matthews  said,  “that 
we  are  no  farther  along  in  the  ra¬ 
cial  situation  than  we  were  20 
years  ago.” 

Attempts  at  integrating  local 
congregations  had  very  limited 
success. 

An  exception  is  Hunter  United 
Methodist  Church  where  the 
Rev.  Chester  Jones  is  pastor.  Mr. 
Jones’  sister,  Joycelyn  Elders,  is 
U.S.  surgeon  general-designate 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  8)  and  an  active 
member  of  his  church. 

About  a  third  of  his  200-mem¬ 
ber,  predominantly  black  congrega¬ 
tion  is  white.  Bishop  Richard 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  said  it  is  the 
best  integrated  church  in  the  state. 

An  outstanding  predominantly 
black  Little  Rock  church  is  Hoo¬ 
ver  United  Methodist  Church, 
named  for  Arkansas  native 
Theressa  Hoover,  longtime  chief 
executive  officer  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  church 
is  known  for  its  drug  program 
and  community  outreach. 


Some  churches  struggle 
against  fear  and  poverty 


FORREST  CITY— “I’m  not 
brave.  I’m  not  a  martyr,”  Evelyn 
Banks  said  fiercely,  her  eyes  peering 
intently  at  me  across  the  table. 

“I  wouldn’t  be  telling  you  this  if  I 
didn’t  know  you  were  going  to  leave. 

“I  go  to  Mister’s  [white  man’s] 
house  and  I  say  ‘yes  sir’  and  ‘no  sir’ 
and  play  the  role  I’m  expected  to 
play.  Then  I  go  home  and  wonder 
why  I  haven’t  spoken  out  against 
the  injustices  I’ve  seen.” 

Ms.  Banks  grew  up  in  Eastern  Ar¬ 
kansas  in  the  church — Scruggs 
United  Methodist  in  Moro — named 
for  her  minister  grandfather. 

After  graduating  with  a  degree  in 
agriculture  from  Arkansas  State 
University  in  Jonesboro,  she  re¬ 
turned  home  as  a  church  and  com¬ 
munity  worker  for  the  church’s 
mission  board. 

Ms.  Banks  helps  the  Rev.  Law¬ 
rence  Taylor  with  a  seven-church 
charge  spread  over  four  counties  in 
small  towns  or  “out  in  the  rural.” 

She  and  Mr.  Taylor  agree  that  a 
“plantation  mentality”  hampers 
many  blacks  in  this  Delta  country 
near  Memphis. 

Mr.  Taylor  described  “plantation 
mentality”  this  way:  “Whatever’s  go¬ 
ing  to  happen,  the  white  man  is  going 
to  make  the  decision  anyway.” 

It  is  a  mentality  born  of  fear,  Ms. 
Banks  said.  Fear  is  stopping  every¬ 
thing:  fear  of  the  unknown,  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  or  retaliation  by  oth¬ 
er  whites  who  band  together. 

Are  there  really  KKK  members  in 
United  Methodist  churches? 

She  looked  uncertain,  then  nodded. 

In  this  broad,  flat  land  where  fields 


of  cotton,  soy 
beans  or  rice  can 
stretch  from  ho¬ 
rizon  to  horizon, 
there  is  much 
poverty  and 
much  wealth. 

The  quality  of 
life  for  the 
wealthy  is  re¬ 
markable.  Taste 
runs  from  English  antique  furnishings 
to  trips  to  the  Museum  of  Modem  Art 
in  New  York  and  world  class  restau¬ 
rants.  Duck  hunting  is  a  major  sport. 

But  for  the  poor,  the  social  fabric 
is  disintegrating  here  as  much  as  it 
is  in  the  inner  city,  Ms.  Banks  said. 

Some  families  have  been  on  wel¬ 
fare  for  three  or  four  generations. 
Drugs  and  gangs  are  a  problem. 

Cotton  is  hand  chopped  by  the 
poor,  black  or  white,  who  sometimes 
live  in  rows  of  sharecropper  houses 
which  belong  to  the  land  owners. 

“You  are  never  out  of  debt  to  ‘the 
man,’  ”  Ms.  Banks  said. 

“We  are  just  now  beginning  to 
see  ourselves  as  homeowners  and 
not  tenant  farmers,”  she  said. 

It’s  the  church  and  religion — Bap¬ 
tist,  United  Methodist,  etc. — that  has 
kept  the  people  going,  she  said. 

Some  black  United  Methodist 
churches  have  as  few  as  six  members. 

Most  members  are  financially 
strapped  and  elderly. 

“Are  these  seven  churches  worth 
saving?”  Ms.  Banks  asked.  “If  we 
don’t  save  them,  we  will  have  lost 
half  of  the  black  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference.” 


Evelyn  Banks 


Arkansas  UMC  reflects  state's  tensions 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Bill  Clinton’s  Arkansas  is  also  my 
Arkansas.  A  lifelong  Methodist,  I 
lived  nearly  50  years  within  its  bor- 
and  have  shared  the  triumphs  and 
tragedies  of  a  people  often  maligned. 

Recently  I  drove  its  rain-slicked 
highways  to  take  a  look  at  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

That  church  is  in  many  ways  a  re¬ 
flection  of  the  church  at  large:  Pre¬ 
dominantly  white,  middle  class  and 
middle-aged.  Outstanding  minis¬ 
tries  exist  throughout  the  state — 
north,  south,  east  and  west. 

But  the  Arkansas  church  has 
some  tensions  rooted  in  the  culture 


and  history  of  a  state  cleaved  in  two 
by  its  topography  and  by  the  people 
who  settled  it. 

Note  the  diagonal  line  on  the  ac¬ 
companying  map. 

East  of  the  line,  roughly,  is  the 
broad,  fertile  Mississippi  River  Del¬ 
ta,  settled  by  planters  from  the 
Deep  South. 

To  the  west  are  forested  hills  and 
mountains,  settled  by  hard-scrabble 
farmers  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee 
and  other  parts  of  Appalachia. 

By  1992  the  population  was  about 
2.36  million — 82  percent  white,  16 
percent  black  and  2  percent  “other.”  . 

The  cleavage  line  itself  forms  Ar¬ 
kansas’  third  face. 

Along  that  line  lies  Hope,  the 


birthplace  of  President-elect  Clin¬ 
ton.  Slightly  west  of  the  line  is  Hot 
Springs,  where  Mr.  Clinton  spent 
most  of  his  formative  years. 

Also  on  the  line  is  Little  Rock, 
the  political,  ideological  and  com¬ 
mercial  center  of  the  state  and,  for  a 
couple  of  months  after  the  1992 
presidential  election,  the  center  of 
world  attention. 

The  last  time  Little  Rock  was  the 
center  of  such  attention  was  35 
years  ago,  during  the  integration 
crisis  at  Central  High  School. 

That  anguished  convulsion  be¬ 
came  the  crucible  that  tested  the  so¬ 
cial  consciousness  of  the  church  in 
Arkansas  and  that  helped  shape  the 
consciousness  of  a  future  president. 


Stories  and 
photos  by 
Associate 
Editor  Diane 
Huie  Balay 


United  Methodism  in  Arkansas 


FAYETTEVILLE— 
Students  at  the 
University  of  Arkansas 
Wesley  Foundation 
enjoy  a  Thursday  night 
"Breakaway."  Interest 
and  participation  at  the 
foundation  has 
exploded  in  the  last 
two  years. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  As  the  editorial  on  Page  2  indicates,  with  this  page  the 
Reporter  begins  a  series  on  United  Methodist  regionalism — the  church 
within  a  given  state  or  area.  We  begin  in  Arkansas,  whose  people,  politi¬ 
cians  and  churches  are  in  the  public  eye.  We  hope  this  special  presenta¬ 
tion,  incomplete  though  it  is,  nevertheless  helps  you  better  understand 
this  interesting  portion  of  the  people  called  United  Methodists. 

. 

I  ~ 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Newsman-pastor  recalls  'prophetic  witness'  of  1 950s 


CONWAY— Hands  behind  his 
bald  head,  the  Rev.  John  Workman 
leaned  back  and  talked  about  the 
church  and  the  state  that  have  been 
a  large  part  of  his  life  for  60  years. 

The  retired  religion  editor  of  the 
highly  esteemed  but  now  defunct 
“Arkansas  Gazette”  reflected  on  20 
years  in  the  Methodist  pastorate 
and  20  additional  years  in  Arkansas 
religious  journalism. 

His  ministry,  he  said,  as  well  as 
the  ministry  of  many  others,  was  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  “early  Methodist 
liberal  tradition”  espoused  by  his 
Yale  Divinity  School-educated  fa¬ 
ther,  James  Warthen  Workman. 

The  elder  Workman  was  president 
of  both  Methodist-related  Hender¬ 
son-Brown  College  in  Arkadelphia 
and  Hendrix  College  in  Conway. 

Those  two  colleges,  as  well  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Philander 
Smith  College  in  Little  Rock,  pro¬ 
duced  a  steady  stream  of  community, 
state  and  national  leaders. 

Surgeon  General-designate  Joyce¬ 
lyn  Elders  is  a  graduate  of  histori¬ 
cally  black  Philander-Smith. 

Mr.  Workman  continued,  “I  grew 
up  thinking  and  believing  that  the 
Methodist  Church  was  the  greatest 
thing  in  Arkansas.  I  was  proud  of 
the  church’s  ecumenical  stand, 
which  was  a  little  unusual  among 
Protestants  at  that  time. 

“The  Methodist  Church  I  recall  was 
deliberate  and  often  very  brave  in  giv¬ 
ing  a  prophetic  stand.  It  was  not 
afraid  to  speak  to  hot  political  issues.” 

In  the  integration  turmoil  of  the 


mid-1950s  and  early  1960s,  as  a 
pastor  of  a  small  church  with  some 
members  who  held  “more  typically 
hidebound  Southern  attitudes”  at 
odds  with  his  own  conviction  of  the 
wrongness  of  segregation,  he  wres¬ 
tled  with  “how  to  be  both  pastor 
and  prophet.” 

Camp  Aldersgate  in  Little  Rock, 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  played  a  signifi¬ 
cant  part  in  the  integration  crisis, 
Mr.  Workman  continued. 

It  was  one  of  the  few  places  an  inte- 


HOT  SPRINGS— This  is  horse 
country,  home  of  Oaklawn  Park 
and  the  hometown  of  President¬ 
elect  Bill  Clinton. 

The  spa  city’s  leading  citizens 
have  worked  hard  to  change  the 
town’s  swinging  image  to  that  of  a 
family-centered  resort. 

“And  they  are  succeeding,"  says 
the  Rev.  David  Wilson,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
down  the  street  from  the  race  track. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  “quite  a  few  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  church  work  at  the  track. 
They  view  the  race  track  as  an  in¬ 
dustry  and  as  recreation.” 

The  city  and  the  1,500-member 
church  are  thriving,  he  said. 

“We  received  120  new  members 
this  year,  and  attendance  is  up  con¬ 
siderably.” 

Hot  Springs  draws  people  from 


grated  group 
was  allowed  to 
meet,  he  said. 

Even  then, 
groups  had  to 
post  security 
guards  because 
of  threats  and 
taunts  by  peo¬ 
ple  driving  by. 

Nearly  a  doz-  |ohn  Workman 
en  pastors  spoke  out,  he  said.  Many 
who  did  were  called  “communists.” 

Many  young  pastors,  white  and 
black,  who  spoke  out  then,  at  the 


all  over  the  world  because  of  the 
mild  climate,  low  taxes  and  recrea¬ 
tion,  he  said. 

Retirees  are  attracted  because  of 
the  surrounding  lakes,  good  retire¬ 
ment  communities  and  good  golf 
courses. 

Since  last  fall’s  presidential  elec¬ 
tion,  land  values  are  skyrocketing, 
Mr.  Wilson  said. 

He  said  the  church  membership 
includes  a  large  number  of  profes¬ 
sionals,  including  51  doctors,  and 
young  adults. 

Outreach  ministries  the  congrega¬ 
tion  supports  include  a  soup  kitch¬ 
en  and  a  hands-on  project  to  help 
transients  and  the  homeless  whose 
numbers  increase  during  the  racing 
season.  The  church  also  supports 
global  missions  financially  and 
through  such  programs  as  sending 


risk  of  their  careers  and  possibly 
their  lives,  are  leaders  in  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  church  today. 

“It  is  a  cause  of  some  concern  to 
me,”  Mr.  Workman  continued, 
“that  in  the  call  to  return  to  our 
spiritual  rootage  we  are  becoming 
noticeably  more  conservative.” 

He  agrees  this  may  not  be  all  bad. 

“If  we  neglect  our  roots,  we  can’t 
produce  fruits,”  he  said. 

But  he  laments  the  loss  of  the 
“prophetic  witness”  that  he  feels 
the  church  had  in  mid-century. 


food  boxes  to  Russia. 

Some  60  percent  of  the  member¬ 
ship  is  over  60,  he  said. 

One  such  active  older  member  is 
Jane  Beasley,  75,  Bill  Clinton’s  high 
school  American  history  teacher. 

In  her  neat  brick  house  on  a  tree- 
lined  street,  the  small,  white-haired 
Sunday  school  teacher  fairly  dances 
with  excitement  as  she  recalls  Bill 
Clinton  as  a  popular,  outstanding 
student  who  was  “very  bright.” 

Mrs.  Beasley  proudly  displays  a 
photograph  of  her  grandson  in  a 
Cub  Scout  uniform  shaking  hands 
with  then-Govemor  Clinton.  Then 
she  shows  her  invitation  to  the  pres¬ 
idential  inauguration  and  the  ball. 

“Be  sure  to  say  how  smart  Bill  is,” 
she  said  as  I  left,  then  added  with  a 
tilt  of  her  chin  and  tapping  her  chest, 
“and  how  I  take  all  the  credit." 


Church  rides  Hot  Springs'  popularity 


Wesley  Foundation  blooms  in  the  halls  of  the  Razorbacks 


FAYETTEVILLE— In  the  fall,  the 
mountains  around  Fayetteville  blaze  gold 
and  red  with  maples,  and  the  peace  is  shat¬ 
tered  by  echoes  of  snare  drums  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  voices  screaming,  “Ooooooooo, 
Pig,  Sooey!” 

Fayetteville  is  home  to  the  University  of 
Arkansas  and  the  Arkansas  Razorbacks. 

Arkansans  love  the  Razorbacks,  golf, 
fishing,  hunting  and  horse  racing — not 
necessarily  in  that  order. 

They  expanded  that  affection  to  include 
the  Dallas  Cowboys  after  United  Method- 
ist  layman/Arkansas  graduate  Jerry  Jones 
bought  the  pro  team  and  made  it  a  winner 
again. 

The  University  of  Arkansas  sports  dy¬ 


nasty  was  founded  by  United  Methodist 
Frank  Broyles,  former  coach  and  now  ath¬ 
letic  director. 

Mr.  Broyles  was  recently  active  in  help¬ 
ing  a  young  pastor,  the  Rev.  Gregg  Taylor, 
revive  the  nearly  defunct  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  on  campus. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  arrived  on  campus 
over  two  years  ago,  one  student  was  at¬ 
tending  Wesley  Foundation  activities. 

The  building  was  in  bad  shape,  he  said, 
with  heat  and  cooling  facilities  broken  and 
a  leaky  roof. 

While  standing  in  prayer  at  the  musty  cha¬ 
pel’s  altar  he  “saw"  it  filled  with  students, 
then  going  to  class,  then  out  into  the  world. 

Now  an  average  of  70  students  attend  the 


Thursday  night  “Breakaway”  which  features 
the  foundation’s  own  Breakaway  Band  and 
singers  leading  praise  music. 

Mr.  Taylor  leads  Bible  study  and  small 
group  discussions.  His  wife,  Pam,  leads 
women’s  discipleship  ministry  where  they 
have  a  “sharing  time  as  Christian  women.” 

The  foundation  sponsors  a  number  of 
small  groups  which  focus  on  prayer,  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  opportunity  for  outreach. 

The  Wesley  Foundation’s  mission  is  to 
develop  leaders  for  local  churches,  wheth¬ 
er  ordained  or  lay,  Mr.  Taylor  said. 

In  developing  such  strong  student  partici¬ 
pation,  Mr.  Taylor,  who  looks  like  a  student 
himself,  decided  to  start  “on  both  ends”: 
finding  a  dozen  or  so  students  to  form  a  nu¬ 


cleus  group  and  launching  some  big  events. 

He  started  a  “Lunch  and  Last  Lecture” 
series  to  draw  in  students.  Among  lectur¬ 
ers  was  Frank  Boyles,  who  also  helped  Mr. 
Taylor  land  other  “top  drawing”  speakers. 

“We  had  an  explosion  of  students  this 
fall,”  he  said.  “There  are  so  many  I  don’t 
know  them  all,  so  we  have  students  minis¬ 
tering  to  students. 

“The  more  we  challenge  students,  the 
more  they  respond,”  he  continued.  “We 
have  17  ongoing  ministries  led  by  stu¬ 
dents.  That’s  the  exciting  thing.  I’m  just 
on  the  edge  of  my  seat.” 

Among  the  ministries  are  Habitat  for 
Humanity  projects,  “Weekend  Warriors” 
who  do  minor  repair  services  for  the  com¬ 


munity’s  indigent  people  and  student 
speakers  who  interpret  the  foundation’s 
ministry  to  local  churches. 

The  band  and  some  20  singers  travel  and 
perform  Christian  music  at  local  churches. 

“We’re  seeing  students  whose  lives  are 
being  changed  and  who  are  committing 
their  lives  to  Christ  in  full-time  ministry,” 
Mr.  Taylor  said.  “I  stand  amazed  at  the 
grace  of  God  and  what  can  happen.” 

High  atop  one  mountain  overlooking 
Fayetteville  is  Mount  Sequoyah.  The 
church’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s  Con¬ 
ference  and  Retreat  Center  is  a  place  for 
peace  and  spiritual  renewal,  said  the  direc¬ 
tor.  the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Jones. 
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NCC  MESSAGE  TO  CLINTON:  Bi¬ 
shop  Melvin  Talbert  was  one  of  two  United 
Methodists  in  a  top-level  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  delegation 
which  met  last  week  in  Washington  with  Vernon 
Jordan,  chair  of  the  Clinton  transition  team. 
Asked  to  summarize  the  session.  Bishop  Talbert 
said,  "Our  commitment  is  not  to  draw  attention 
to  ourselves  but  to  address  issues  and  concerns 
that  impact  the  lives  of  the  many  diverse  groups 
and  persons  in  this  nation  who  have  been  mar¬ 
ginalized,  especially  during  the  past  12  years.” 
The  delegation  also  included  the  Rev.  James 
Wall,  editor  of  “The  Christian  Century. 


WORLD  METHODISTS  IN  BRAZIL: 

The  17th  meeting  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  will  be  Aug.  7-15,  1996,  in  Rio  de  Ja¬ 
neiro,  Brazil.  At  a  press  conference  last  week  in 
Rio,  Brazilian  Methodist  Bishop  Adriel  de 
Souza  Maia  said  the  meeting  will  revitalize  the 
historic  commitment  of  Methodists  “to  reform 
the  nation,  especially  the  church,  and  to  spread 
scriptural  holiness  over  the  earth.” 


EDUCATION  SECRETARY:  United 

Methodist  layman  Richard  “Dick”  Riley  has 
been  named  Secretary  of  Education  in  the  cabi¬ 
net  of  President-elect  Bill  Clinton.  A  former 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Riley,  60,  is  a 
member  of  Buncombe  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Greenville,  S.C. 


'NOT  IF,  BUT  WHEN  !':  A  crisis  man¬ 
agement  manual  for  church  leaders  has  been  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Public  Media  Division  of  United 
Methodist  Communications.  Titled  “Not  If, 
But  When!”  the  61 -page  manual  warns  that  cri¬ 
ses  are  inevitable.  “It  is  important  to  have  a 
strategy  developed  before  crises  occur,”  said 
Wilford  Bane,  head  of  UMCom’s  Public  Media 
Division.  The  manual  is  free  to  bishops,  council 
on  ministries  directors,  communicators  and  edi¬ 
tors  and  will  be  available  to  others  from  UM- 
Com  for  $10. 


PROTEST  DEPORTATION:  United 

Methodist  leaders  of  two  religious  groups  have 
sent  messages  to  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
of  Israel  deploring  the  deportation  and  contin¬ 
ued  limbo  of  415  Palestinians.  The  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  World  Methodist  Council  general  secre¬ 
tary,  acknowledged  the  rage  felt  when  five  Israe¬ 
lis  were  killed  recently  in  the  Occupied 
Territories  but  criticized  subsequent  “massive, 
indiscriminate  and  punitive  retaliation"  against 
Palestinians.  The  Rev.  George  McClain.  Meth¬ 
odist  Federation  for  Social  Action  executive  di¬ 
rector,  also  condemned  Israel's  action. 


BMCR  SILVER  ANNIVERSARY: 

The  Rev.  Cain  Hope  Felder,  a  professor  at  How¬ 
ard  University  in  Washington,  will  be  the  key¬ 
note  speaker  for  the  25th  anniversary 
celebration  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Re¬ 
newal — the  church’s  national  black  caucus — 
March  17-20  in  Cincinnati. 

CORRECTION:  Bill  Lovelace,  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Carrollton, 
Texas,  was  among  those  commissioned  a  mis¬ 
sionary  on  Dec.  6  in  Atlanta  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  His  name  was  omit¬ 
ted  by  mistake.  Mr.  Lovelace  will  serve  as  a 
“pioneer  missionary”  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
where  he  will  aid  in  development  of  new  con¬ 
gregations.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  omission. 


Methodists,  Baptists  find 
rousing  ' Victory  in  Jesus' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON — The  wall  came 
down,  the  Methodists  hugged  the 
Baptists,  and  there  was  "Victory 
in  Jesus." 

That’s  what  happened  when 
nearly  400  United  Methodists, 
vigorously  singing  the  rousing 
gospel  song,  signalled  the  folding- 
back  of  a  hotel  ballroom  panel 
separating  them  from  their 
Southern  Baptist  sisters  and 
brothers. 

Hugs  and  blessings 

'  Joyously  the  two  gatherings  to¬ 
talling  1,600  Christians — coinci¬ 
dentally  holding  meetings  at  the 
same  hotel — shook  hands, 
hugged  and  blessed  one  another. 

Then  the  combined  gathering 
sang  two  choruses  of  “Amazing 
Grace”  to  the  accompaniment  of 
a  Christian  rock  band. 

“We  want  to  witness  to  the  city 
of  Houston  that  we  are  all  sisters 
and  brothers  in  Christ,"  said  the 
Rev.  Roberto  Escamilla  of  San 
Antonio. 


He  greeted  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Methodist  gathering,  the  Council 
on  Evangelism.  The  Southern 
Baptists  were  gathered  for  a  sem¬ 
inar  titled  “Leading  the  Innova¬ 
tive  Church.” 

United  Methodists  and  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  alike  cheered  Dr.  Es- 
camilla’s  assessment  of  their 
unexpected  convergence  as 
“providential.” 

All  day,  prior  to  the  greeting, 
hymns  from  the  two  gatherings  had 
echoed  through  the  diyiding  walls, 
prompting  leaders  of  the  two  gath¬ 
erings  to  set  up  the  greeting. 

"Last  night  was  a  wonderful 
sign  from  God,”  one  Southern 
Baptist  pastor  told  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman  next  day 
while  they  waited  at  public  tele¬ 
phones. 

Exploring  more  meetings 

Indeed  the  greeting  proved 
such  a  highlight  that  leaders  of 
the  two  conferences  are  exploring 
the  possibility  of  a  joint  meeting 
featuring  major  Christian  leaders 


in  1995,  said  the  Rev.  O.  Tarrell 
Thompson,  a  member  of  the 
evangelism  council’s  executive 
committee. 

The  greeting  topped  four  days 
of  training,  Bible  study  and  spiri¬ 
tual  encouragement  for  United 
Methodist  evangelism  leaders 
from  annual  conferences,  dis¬ 
tricts  and  local  congregations 
across  the  nation. 

The  group  heard  such  motiva¬ 
tional  speakers  as: 

/  The  Rev.  William  Hinson, 
pastor  of  the  13,600-member 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Houston,  who  presented  the 
keynote  address; 

/  The  Rev.  David  Wilkerson, 
known  for  his  urban  ministry 
which  prompted  the  book  and 
film  "The  Cross  and  the  Switch¬ 
blade”  and  now  pastor  of  Times 
Square  Church  in  New  York  City; 

/  The  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison, 
pastor  of  6,700-member  Frazer 
Memorial  Church  in  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  one  of  the  fastest-growing 
United  Methodist  congregations  in 
the  U.S. 
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HOUSTON — It  was  joyous  handshakes  across  the  table  after 
United  Methodist  and  Southern  Baptist  evangelists  discovered 
themselves  in  separate  meetings  divided  only  by  a  hotel 
ballroom  collapsible  wall.  The  wall  came  down  and  the  1,600 
present  celebrated  by  singing  "Victory  in  Jesus"  (see 
accompanying  stories). 


Evangelists  told  to  wage  'warfare' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON — United  Method¬ 
ist  evangelists  were  urged  last 
week  to  wage  “theological  war¬ 
fare”  against  “false  ideas”  that 
have  diluted  the  church’s  zeal  to 
save  lost  souls. 

Retired  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt  told  about  400 
participants  at  the  biennial 
Council  on  Evangelism  meeting 
that  the  church  has  been  affected 
by  20th  century  ideas  which  “to¬ 
tally  deny  the  saving  power  of 
Christ.” 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  cited  the 
following  ideologies  as  chief 
among  the  “nonbiblical  ideas” 
affecting  the  church: 

S  Christian  denominations 
shouldn’t  try  to  convert  people 
from  their  ethnic  religions  be¬ 


cause  Christianity  is  not  unique. 

V  Pastoral  counseling  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  Freudian  ethic  as 
the  accepted  moral  code. 

•f  Biblical  authority  as  the  rule 
for  moral  and  spiritual  living  has 
been  eroded. 

,  “The  combined  power  of  these 
three  ideas  is  awesome,”  Bishop 
Schowengerdt  asserted. 

“[The  first]  view  is  that  all  reli¬ 
gions  are  equally  good. 

"Freud’s  practiced  view  was 
that  the  only  sins  are  the  restric¬ 
tions  that  culture  and  parents 
placed  upon  the  developing 
child. 

“The  current  popular  view  is 
that  we  can  be  selective  in  using 
and  excluding  Scripture  passages 
so  that  they  fit  our  own  ideas. 

"These  three  ideas  have  taken 
us  down  the  path  toward  being  a 


secular  church.” 

In  his  second  lecture,  Bishop 
Schowengerdt  outlined  these 
ways  for  the  church  to  recover  an 
evangelistic  spirit: 

■  Talk  about  the  saving  power 
of  Christ. 

"We  in  the  church  need  to  be 
talking  about  how  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus  can  lead  every¬ 
one  to  spiritual  power  ...  to 
change  our  lives,”  the  bishop  said. 

■  Change  the  church’s  struc¬ 
ture  from  its  present  hierarchy  to 
a  horizontal-cooperative  system. 

“An  organizational  revolution  is 
taking  place  in  American  busi¬ 
ness,”  the  bishop  noted.  “This 
sweeping  change  is  in  response  to 
the  pressure  to  compete  with  qual¬ 
ity  products  on  a  world  market. 

“When  we  begin  to  think  in 
terms  of  shared  decision-making  as 


it  is  revolutionizing  American  in¬ 
dustry,  we  begin  to  see  what  tre¬ 
mendous  spiritual  energy  and 
commitment  can  be  released  ...  as 
we  streamline  our  superstructure.” 

■  Practice  regular  Bible  study, 
prayer  and  a  Christian  lifestyle. 

“Following  the  Christian 
lifestyle  means  that  we  will  use 
our  money  to  serve  rather  than 
endlessly  possess  more  things; 

“We  will  use  power  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  and  its 
covenant  rather  than  for  glorify¬ 
ing  ourselves; 

“We  will  re-channel  our  ego  for 
expressing  our  God-given  talents, 
giving  Him  the  praise  for  them 
rather  than  taking  it  to  ourselves.” 

The  bishop  encouraged  his  au¬ 
diences  to  use  his  lectures  as  dis¬ 
cussion  starters  at  all  levels  of  the 
church. 


Bishop  warns 
'evangelism's 
my  priority!' 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON — United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  is 
a  man  with  a  mission. 

The  freshman  episcopal  lead¬ 
er  of  the  Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area  pledged  last  week 
to  get  evangelism  reinstated  as  a 
top  priority  for  the  church. 

“I  came  to  assure  you  that 
evangelism  is  my  top  priority. 
The  Board  of  Discipleship  may 
not  know  it,  but  I  intend  to  see 
that  evangelism  is  its  top  priori¬ 
ty  as  well!” 

Bishop  Norris  is  the  newly 
appointed  chair  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  evangelism  section. 


Moving  church's  '96  meeting  from  Colorado  asked 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

At  least  six  United  Methodist 
groups  are  asking  that  the 
church’s  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  be  moved  from  Colorado. 

These  calls  follow  passage  of 
an  amendment  that  invalidates 
“protected  status”  ordinances  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  three 
Colorado  cities. 

In  San  Diego  last  week,  during 
concurrent  meetings  of  three 


groups  representing  the  church’s 
Western  Jurisdiction,  all  three 
agreed  that  the  church’s  highest 
legislative  body  should  be  moved. 

Reaching  that  agreement  were 
directors  of  annual  conference 
councils  on  ministries  within  the 
jurisdiction;  the  jurisdiction’s 
own  council  on  ministries  and  its 
College  of  Bishops. 

Three  other  groups  earlier  ad¬ 
vocated  the  move.  Those  groups 
are  the  California-Nevada  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 


tries,  Church  and  Society  board 
members  from  the  church’s 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  and 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  So¬ 
cial  Action. 

These  three  groups  say  the  new 
Colorado  amendment  “violates 
the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles”  which,  among  other 
things,  commit  the  church  to 
support  “certain  basic  human 
rights  and  civil  liberties”  for  ho¬ 
mosexual  persons. 

Despite  these  calls,  the  chairman 


of  the  body  which  arranges  for  the 
church’s  every-four-years  General 
Conference  said  he  isn’t  sure  the 
sessions  can  legally  be  moved. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Report¬ 
er,  John  Thomas  said  the  supervi¬ 
sory  body  selected  Denver  in 
1991,  before  the  disputed  amend¬ 
ment  was  approved  in  Colorado. 

So,  said  Mr.  Thomas,  a  lawyer 
in  Brazil,  Ind.,  there  is  a  question 
of  potential  liability  in  breaking  a 
contract. 

Also,  Mr.  Thomas  said  he  is 


not  sure  any  other  city  in  the 
church’s  12-state  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  could  host  the  meeting, 
since  most  western  states  have 
laws  “that  violate  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles.” 

He  cited  capital  punishment 
and  legalized  gambling. 

United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Sue  Calvin,  editor  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter ,  contributed 
to  this  report. 


AFRICAN  PALMS 

Palm  Crosses  For  Palm  Sunday 
Available  Year  Round 

African  Palms  is  a  non-profit  church 
operated  outreach  program.  Our  Palm 
Crosses  are  made  in  Tanzania,  Africa, 
to  help  supplement  average  annual  in¬ 
comes  under  $1 00.00  and  to  help  pro¬ 
vide  for  educational,  health,  medical, 
agricultural,  and  other  community 
needs. 

The  crosses  sell  for  $6.00  per  50  — 
$12.00  per  100  —  in  multiples  of  50. 
For  further  information  contact: 


t 


AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.  0.  Box  575 
Olney,  MD  20830 
301-774-2832 


Klan  warned  not  to  use  United  Methodist  symbol 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  officials  have 
warned  white  supremacists  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  that  they  could  face 
legal  action  for  alleged  misuse  of  the 
church’s  logo  in  promoting  a  group 
calling  itself  the  White  Knights  of 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

Roger  Burgess,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodist  Communications 
which  holds  the  copyright  for  the 
denomination’s  cross-and-flame 
logo,  warned  the  group  by  letter 
that  using  the  church’s  logo  on  Klan 
promotional  materials  violated 


copyright  law. 

Dr.  Burgess  asked  the  group  to 
“immediately  cease  and  desist  all 
use  of  the  trademark.” 

Responding  to  Dr.  Burgess’  letter, 
Ronald  Mason,  who  identifies  him¬ 
self  as  a  clergyman  and  the  KKK’s 
“imperial  klaliff,”  wrote  that  Klan 
material  bearing  the  church  logo 
“was  printed  by  someone  without 
clearance  from  our  Imperial  office.” 

Klan  groups  will  be  encouraged 
to  "go  back  to  our  usual  symbol  of 
the  machine  gun,"  he  promised. 

Explaining  how  he  first  learned  of 
the  controversy,  Mr.  Mason  alleged 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Persontd 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


that  “several  of  our  members  that 
belong  to  your  [United  Methodist] 
church  have  confirmed  that  this 
symbol  is  similar  to  your  symbol.” 

At  least  three  United  Methodist 
pastors  in  Kansas  City — including 
the  city’s  mayor,  the  Rev.  Emanuel 
Cleaver,  pastor  of  predominantly 
black  St.  James-Paseo  United 
Methodist  Church — complained  re¬ 
cently  of  receiving  anonymous  busi¬ 
ness  cards  from  the  Klan  group 
bearing  the  church’s  cross-and- 
flame  insignia. 

The  Missouri  cross-and-flame 
campaign  is  the  second  reported  by 


Global  Gathering  *93 

Preaching  the  Mission  i^iYnl'pifis^fndiana  Coff“house  for  Youlh 
Story  *  Mission  and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  *  Global  Gathering 
Electronic  Media  •  The  United  Methodist  Church 

Health  Belongs  to  All  • 

Being  a  US-2  •  Mission  Education 
with  Children  •  Being  a  Missionary 
Energizing  Others  for  Mission 
Rural/Urban  Communities: 

Missional  Needs 
Mission  to  Homeless  • 

•>* 


ssion  •  m.  -<Sj  #  Bishop 

ies:  V  >  nUJ  ^  Jfr,  nati 


Men  in  Mission  • 

Mission  Displays  & 

Mission  Fairs  •  Ministry 
to  People  with  AIDS  • 

Mission  Through  the 
Cooperative  Parish  • 

Health  Belongs  to  All  •  Jrj 
Over  70  Additional 
Workshops 
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Choir  •  Global  Village  • 
Conference  Displays  • 
Prayer  Tent  •  Living  Rain  Forest  • 
Faith  Stories  from  Around  the  World  • 
Bishop  Mattos  (Brazil)  •  Inter¬ 
national  Gathering  for  Youth 
Rev.  Zan  Holmes  (USA) 
'  A*  •  Post-Gathering  Tour  of 
the  Mission  Sites  •  Lee 
P*  Tai-Young  (Korea)  • 
j£*  Dr.  Webb  (United 
Kingdom)  •  Dust  & 
“^5  Ashes  •  Roger  Wilkins 
(USA)  •  Rev.  Joan 
Campbell  (USA) 
Missionary  Commissioning 
Service  •  Bible  Study  •  Music 


Send  for  your  registration  packet  by  writing  to: 

Global  Gathering  '93.  Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800.  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 


United  Methodist  leaders  in  a  year. 

Last  January,  Bishop  David  Law- 
son,  then  bishop  of  the  Wisconsin 
Area,  blasted  the  white  supremacist 
group  for  likening  cross-burnings  to 
the  church’s  logo  in  Klan  recruit¬ 
ment  brochures. 

Bishop  Lawson,  now  heading  the 
church's  Illinois  Area,  called  the  com¬ 
parison  “repugnant”  and  urged 
church  leaders  to  “make  clear  that  the 


teaching  and  values  of  the  Klan  are 
unacceptable  in  our  communities. 

The  cross  and  flame  symbol,  cre¬ 
ated  about  the  time  The  United 
Methodist  Church  was  formed  in 
1968,  was  adopted  then  as  the  new 
church’s  official  identifying  mark. 

The  communications  agency  in 
Nashville  is  responsible  for  guard¬ 
ing  the  symbol’s  correct  use  both 
within  and  outside  the  church. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

CHARLOTTE.  NC,  MYERS  PARK  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director 
of  Children’s  Ministry.  Myers  Park  is  a  3600- 
member  church  with  an  excellent  and  active  chil¬ 
dren’s  program.  A  basic  degree  in  Christian 
education  is  required.  Certification  is  preferred. 
Excellent  skills  in  interpersonal  relationships,  ad- 

ORGANIST:  YEAR  ROUND/PART-TIME. 
1000-member  congregation.  3  manual  Aeolian 
pipe  organ.  Full  music  program.  Resume:  Search 
Committee,  First  UMC,  Box  3586,  Ft.  Pierce,  FL 
34950. 

ministration,  planning,  and  organization  are  re¬ 
quired.  The  ability  to  work  collegially  in  a 
multiple  staff  setting  is  essential.  Compensation 
(including  excellent  benefits)  is  commensurate 
with  training  and  experience.  Send  resume,  in- 
eluding  references,  to:  Dr.  J.  Lawrence  McCles- 
key,  Myers  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  Post 
Office  Box  6161,  Charlotte,  NC  28207-6161. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  is  being 
sought  by  a  growing  United  Methodist  Church 

Music  department  composed  of  14  choirs:  8 
handbell,  graded  children’s  choir  program,  junior 
high  choir,  senior  high  choir,  sanctuary  choir. 
250+  persons  involved  in  music  program  in¬ 
cluding  volunteer  assistant  directors.  Brass, 
string,  and  wind  ensembles  available  to  accompa¬ 
ny  in  worship.  Director  must  be  creative  and  a 
people  person.  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  must 
be  received  by  February  1,  1993.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume,  complete  with  references  to:  Dr.  Steve 

LENT  AND  EASTER  WORSHIP  RESOURCE. 

7  week  program  for  cvangelism/spiritual  growth 
in  any  size  congregation.  Includes  a  wooden 
cross,  7  weekly  symbols,  7  sermons,  42  daily  de¬ 
votions,  7  children’s  sermons,  theme  song,  step- 
by-step  instruction.  Churches  experienced 
exciting  results.  Sold  out  last  season!  Money  back 
guarantee.  Send  $21  and  avoid  shipping  and  han¬ 
dling.  Love  On  The  Cross,  6410  S.  Freeway,  Fort 
Worth.  TX  76134-2699.  Order  only:  1-800-285- 
5883.  Information:  (817)  293-2222. 

Greenwood  Lane,  Alamogordo,  NM  88310.  We 
are  located  at  the  base  of  the  beautiful  Sacramen¬ 
to  Mountains. 

CHURCH  BUS,  ’83  FORD  20  PASSENGER, 
“Airporter”  style,  48,000  original  miles,  PS,  PB, 
auto,  AC,  heat,  460  gas  motor,  large  side  bus 

DIRECTOR  OF  CONGREGATIONAL  CARE 
desired  for  a  growing  540-member  congregation 

doors.  Yen'  well  cared  for,  in  excellent  condition. 
$17,500.00.(817)738-0330. 

located  on  Interstate  80,  48  miles  from  down¬ 
town  Chicago.  Would  coordinate  programs  in 
congregational  care,  new  member  visitation,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  youth  ministry.  Twenty  hours  per 
week.  Please  send  resume  and  professional  refer- 
cnees  to:  Dr.  Rolla  Swanson,  Minooka  UMC, 
Box  340,  Minooka,  IL  60447.  (8 1 5)  467-2322. 

TOUR  SPAIN  WITH  WALLY  AND  STELL 

Chappell,  March  25-  April  9,  1993.  Holy  week 
Spanish  tradition.  Write:  6633  Santa  Anita,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  752 1 4.  Call:  (2 1 4)  696-00 1 5. 

TOUR  SCANDINAVIA—  JULY  15-29,  $2,995. 

All  major  expenses  included.  Rev.  Ed  Cherry- 
holmes.  Box  1443,  Kyle,  TX  78640.  (512)  268-0636. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

GREEN  HILLS  CAMP,  BARREE,  PA  seeks 
campground  manager  for  1993  camping  season 
(April-Scptember).  Public  relations,  groundskeep- 
ing  and  maintenance  duties.  Must  have  trailer  (sep¬ 
tic  available).  $200/week.  Call:  (814)  669-4212. 
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Bishop  William 
Oden 

Cary  Grant  has  always  been  one  of  my  favorite  actors.  He  is  so  natu¬ 
ral  you  feel  he  is  playing  himself. 

I  heard  Cary  Grant  is  person  recently  when  he  did  a  benefit  for  a 
United  Methodist  University.  He  concluded  his  dialogue  with  the  audi¬ 
ence  by  reading  the  following  prayer.  I  was  so  appreciative  of  his 
thoughts  that  I  asked  for  a  copy  to  share  with  you: 

Now  Lord  you’ve  known  me  a  long  time. 

You  know  me  better  than  I  know  myself. 

You  know  that  each  day  I  aimgimuug  older  and  some 
day  may  even  be  very  old.  So  meanwhile  please 
keep  me  from  the  habit  of  thinking  1  must  say 
something  on  every  subject  —  and  on  every  occasion. 

Release  me  from  trying  to  straighten  out  everyone’s 
affairs. 

Make  me  thoughtful,  but  not  moody,  helpful  but  not 
overbearing. 

I’ve  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  to  share;  still  it 
would  be  very  nice  to  have  a  few  friends  who,  at  the  end, 
recognized  and  forgave  the  knowledge  I  lacked. 

Keep  my  tongue  free  from  the  recital  of  endless 
details. 

Seal  my  lips  on  my  aches  and  pains:  They  increase  daily 
and  the  need  to  speak  of  them  becomes  almost  a  compulsion. 

I  ask  for  grace  enough  to  listen  to  the  retelling  of 
other's  afflictions,  and  to  be  helped  to  endure  them 
with  patience. 

1  would  like  to  have  an  improved  memory  but  I’ll 
settle  for  growing  humility  and  an  ability  to  capitu¬ 
late  when  my  memory  clashes  with  the  memory  of  others. 
Teach  me  the  glorious  lesson  that  on  some  occasions  I  may 
be  mistaken. 

Keep  me  reasonably  kind;  I’ve  never  aspired  to  be  a  saint . . . 
saints  must  be  rather  difficult  to  live  with  ...  yet  on  the 
other  hand,  an  embittered  old  person  is  a  constant  burden. 
Please  give  me  the  ability  to  see  good  in  unlikely  places 
and  talents  in  unexpected  people.  And  give  me  the  grace  to 
tell  them  so.  Dear  Lord. 


' Here  Am  V  Chosen  as  Theme 
For  UMW  Sunday  on  Jan.  24 


United  Methodist  Women  from 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  will  observe  UMW  Sunday  on 
Jan.  24.  Theme  will  be  “Here  Am 
I.”  Dr.  Marilyn  Ray,  Conference 
membership  chair,  is  chairperson  of 
the  observance. 

Women  will  take  the  lead  in  wor¬ 
ship  services.  They  will  read  the  lit¬ 
any  and  Scriptures  and  serve  as 
ushers.  In  some  congregations, 
UMW  officers  are  to  be  installed 
during  morning  worship  services 
and  UMW  pledges  will  be  conse¬ 
crated  during  brief  pledge  services. 

Some  units  use  the  day  as  oppor¬ 
tunities  for'increasing  membership, 
Ray  said,  emphasizing  that  all 
women  are  invited  to  join  the 
UMW.  Many- churches  have  circles 
that  meet  during  the  evening  to  ac¬ 
commodate  working  women. 

Last  year  ended  the  first  20  years 
of  UMW  which  was  formed  after 
the  end  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  and  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  ended,  Fannie  P. 


Reddix,  Conference  UMW  publici¬ 
ty  chair,  said. 

“  As  we  begin  the  new  quadrenni- 
um,  we  accept  new  challenges,”  she 
declared.  Mission  ribbons  with  the 
theme,  “Here  Am  I,”  will  be  offered 
as  undesignated  gifts  to  missions. 
Each  ribbon  will  be  sold  for  $  1 . 

The  scripture  for  last  year’s  annu¬ 
al  meeting  was,  “Also  I  heard  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  saying,  whom 
shall  I  send.  And  who  will  go  for  us? 
Then  said  I,  here  am  I,  send  me.” 
(Isaiah  6:8) 

“As  UMW  our  purpose  is  to  be  a 
community  of  women  whose  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  know  God  and  to  experi¬ 
ence  freedom  as  whole  persons 
through  Jesus  Christ;  to  develop  a 
creative,  supportive  fellowship  and 
to  expand  concepts  of  mission 
through  participation  in  the  global 
ministries  of  the  church.” 

Among  the  many  activities 
planned  for  the  year  is  the  bi-annual 
UMW  Conference  retreat  March 
12-14  at  Tall  Timbers. 


Joyce  Hazel,  LEFT,  president  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  UMW,  Es¬ 
ther  Sanson,  president  of  the  Alexandria  District  UMW,  CENTER, 
and  Norma  Winegeart,  Conference  UMW  president,  speak  during 
the  District  Elected  Leaders  Training  in  Pineville. 


Episcopal  Committee  Plans 
To  Honor  Bishop,  Mrs.  Oden 
At  Convocation  Banquet 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  Oden 
will  be  welcomed  back  and  honored 
at  the  annual  banquet  that  is  to  be  a 
total  group  experience  at  the  Con¬ 
vocation  of  Boards  scheduled  for 
Jan.  28-29  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  banquet  and  most  of  the 
meetings  of  Conference  boards, 
agencies,  commissions  and  commit¬ 
tees  will  be  held  at  First  UMC  in 
downtown  Baton  Rouge. 

The  banquet  is  set  for  6:30  p.m 
Thursday,  Jan.  28. 

The  Conference  Episcopal  Com¬ 
mittee,  headed  by  Dr.  Nancy  Car- 
ruth,  has  made  special 
arrangements  for  the  event. 

After  the  dinner  and  program,  a 
brief  communion  service  is  to  be 
conducted. 

Some  of  the  meetings  will  be  held 
on  Jan.  28  but  most  will  convene  on 
Jan.  29.  Consult  last  week’s  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  (Reporter) 
newspaper  and  a  letter  sent  to  all 
members  by  Dr.  Don  Cottrill  for 
the  complete  schedule. 

C.A.  “Hap”  Martin,  chairman  of 


the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  hopes  for  a  good  attendance  at 
the  entire  event. 

"We  hope  everyone  will  make  a 
special  effort  to  participate  since 
this  is  a  special  time  for  all  the 
boards  to  come  together  to  plan 
their  work,”  he  said.  "We  appreci¬ 
ate  the  effort  everyone  makes  to  at¬ 
tend.” 


Help  Needed  At  Conference  Center  Site 

The  Rev.  Jarrell  R.  Morgan  has 
been  busy  at  the  Conference  Center 
site  near  Woodworth,  cutting  brush 
and  digging  up  stumps  to  make 
room  for  the  buildings  to  be  con¬ 
structed  there. 

He  now  reports  the  need  for  work 
crews  to  come  for  weekends.  “We 
need  volunteers  to  come  to  pick  up 
the  stuff  that  has  been  cut.”  he  said. 

Youth  groups  and  other  volun¬ 
teers  can  be  housed  in  the  Glen- 
mora  Parsonage  if  they  require 
overnight  accommodations. 

Heavy  equipment  formerly  was 
leased  as  needed  but  now  a  tractor 
and  bushhog  with  related  equip¬ 


ment  have  been  purchased  for  use 
at  the  center  site.  “Even  after  the 
land  is  cleared  to  make  way  for 
buildings,  the  equipment  will  be 
needed  for  maintenance,”  he  men¬ 
tioned. 

Persons  planning  to  work  at  the 
Conference  Center  site  should  con¬ 
tact  Morgan  (318/748-4262)  in  ad¬ 
vance. 


Provides  Ideas  for  Churches 
To  Begin  Using  Right  Away 
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Let  visitors  hear  from  the  church 
within  24-hours.  Have  a  plan  for 
follow-up  on  anyone  who  visits. 

We  are  a  visual  people,  so  we 
need  to  see  and  not  just  hear  the 
parts  of  the  worship  service. 

Unless  you’re  telling  the  story, 
(communicating  the  church’s  story 
inside  and  outside  the  church) 
you're  not  doing  the  job. 

These  and  other  points  were 
made  when  about  1,000  United 
Methodists  from  north  and  central 
Louisiana  gathered  in  Ruston  for 
the  VISION  2000  "Forward  in 
Faith,”  training  session  Jan.  9  at 
Louisiana  Tech  University.  A  simi¬ 
lar  event  will  take  place  Saturday, 
Jan.  23,  in  Baton  Rouge  at  the  The¬ 
ater  for  the  Performing  Arts. 

Information  was  presented  in  ses¬ 
sions  specifically  targeting  one  of 
the  four  emphases:  Celebrating, 
Nurturing,  Serving  and  Inviting 
congregations.  Points  included: 

■  Christian  nurturing  (education) 
happens  in  all  areas  of  the  church, 
not  just  in  Sunday  school.  These  in¬ 
clude  Bible  studies,  after-school 
programs,  Scouting,  choir  and  oth¬ 
ers. 

■  Attitude  is  important  in  church 
activities;  if  a  person  goes  with  a 
negative  attitude,  he  or  she  will 
have  an  effect  on  others  in  the 
group  and  will  probably  leave  with 
the  same  attitude. 

■  Be  inclusive  in  your  church  and 
cautious  in  your  labeling  of  events, 
remembering  that  the  congregation 
is  comprised  of  single  parents,  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  whose  parents  do 
not  attend,  older  single  adults. 
When  you  label  an  event  Family 
Night,  for  example,  there  might  be 
persons  who  feel  they  are  not  in¬ 
cluded. 

■  Smiles  and  inviting  words  low¬ 
er  the  anxiety  level  of  visitors. 

■  A  heart-felt  expression  of  wel¬ 
come  of  visitors  and  newcomers  is  a 
good  way  to  get  laity  involved. 

■  The  way  to  grow  a  church  is 
through  small  fellowship  groups 
within  the  church  where  one  feels 
warmly  befriended  and  invited. 
This  becomes  a  family,  a  support 
group,  “the  hearth”  or  “Mama's 
oven.” 

■  Expectation  (upon  joining  a 
church)  is  critical  and  must  be  a 
part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

■  Prepare  a  mission  statement, 
short  and  to  the  point,  describing 
what  services  will  be  provided  for 
any  helping  project  your  church  or 
committee  undertakes.  List  goals. 
Prepare  a  list  of  objectives,  activi¬ 
ties,  tasks,  staff  and/  or  volunteers, 
evaluation  and  costs. 

■  To  Recruit  volunteers,  empha¬ 
size  how  much  help  is  needed  and 
explain  what  you  hope  to  accom¬ 
plish.  Get  the  word  out  in  many 
ways,  for  instance,  announce  at 
Sunday  worship,  ask  new  members, 
announce  in  newsletter  or  send  a 
letter  home  with  children  to  give  to 
parents. 


Misty  weather  did  not  dampen 
the  spirits  of  participants  in  the 
first  VISION  2000  training  ses¬ 
sion  |an.  9.  Ruston  and  Louisiana 
Tech  University  gave  partici¬ 
pants  a  warm  welcome  as  illus¬ 
trated  here  by  the  sign  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  where  some  travel¬ 
ers  stayed. 


Much  work  goes  into  a  training 
session  of  such  magnitude.  Mak¬ 
ing  last  minute  arrangements  for 
the  Nurturing  participants  were, 
FROM  LEFT,  Dr.  Dorothy  lean 
Furnish,  Carolyn  Dove  and  Linda 
Fox. 


The  Rev.  |on  E.  Tellifero  makes  a 
point  about  how  to  be  Inviting 
congregations. 

Local  Church  teams  were  provid¬ 
ed  with  resource  manuals  and  pack¬ 
ets.  They  were  encouraged  to  work 
with  other  local  leaders  to  develop 
plans  of  action  for  ministry  during 
this  year,  making  sure  to  select  two 
or  three  specific  programs  of  minis¬ 
try  to  be  accomplished  within  the 
year. 


New  Church  Selects  A  Name,  Begins  Worship 


VISION  2000  Training  Session 
Set  Jan .  23  in  Baton  Rouge 


VISION  2000  “Forward  in 
Faith”  training  session,  for 
churches  of  the  southern  half  of 
the  state  and  all  other  congrega¬ 
tions  that  did  not  send  represen¬ 
tatives  to  the  Ruston  meeting, 
will  be  held  Saturday,  Jan.  23,  in 
the  Riverside  Centroplex  The¬ 
ater  for  the  Performing  Arts  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  worship  service  will  begin 


at  9:45  a.m.  and  after  that,  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  directed  to  separate 
sessions  on  Nurturing,  Serving, 
Celebrating  or  Inviting  congrega¬ 
tions.  Dr.  John  Ed  Mathison,  se¬ 
nior  minister  of  Frazer  Memorial 
UMC  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  will 
be  the  guest  preacher  at  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  Celia  Whitler,  re¬ 
ligious  recording  artist,  will  lead 
congregational  singing  and  present 
special  music. 


The  new  Grace  Community 
Church,  a  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  in  Shreveport,  has  select¬ 
ed  its  name.  Last  month  the  church 
started  holding  worship  services 
and  this  month  began  its  first  Sun¬ 
day  school  meetings. 

Initial  services  are  being  held  in 
Captain  Shreve  High  School  Audi¬ 
torium  located  at  6115  E.  Kings 
Highway. 

Prior  to  that  time,  the  Rev.  Rob 
Weber  has  been  organizing  and  con¬ 
ducting  activities  and  Bible  studies 
in  homes. 

Eventually  a  church  building  is 
scheduled  to  be  constructed  on 
property  on  an  18-acre,  heavily 
wooded  site  on  Ellerbe  Road. 

The  Sunday  worship  services  are 


scheduled  for  1 1  a.m.  and  Sunday 
school  is  at  9:45  a.m.  each  Sunday. 

“  The  music  is  one  of  the  most 
exciting  parts  of  our  new  church,” 
Weber  said.  Band  members  play  a 
grand  piano,  synthesizer,  clarinet, 
saxophone,  guitar  and  drum. 

"The  synthesizer  can  sound  like 
many  things  including  a  cathedral 
pipe  organ,”  the  minister  said. 

"1  used  to  play  the  drum  and  still 
sometimes  do.  We  have  six  vocal¬ 
ists  and  we’re  going  to  start  a  choir, 
now  that  we  have  a  band.” 

He  said  the  church  is  made  up  of 
members  of  all  ages. 

The  core  group  of  lay  persons  and 
the  minister  conducted  a  telephone 
campaign  in  which  they  contacted 
7.500  homes  in  the  area.  They  de¬ 


veloped  a  data  base  of  700  persons 
who  expressed  interest  in  the  new 
church.  Five  mailings  went  out  be¬ 
fore  the  initial  worship  service. 

“More  than  half  of  those  people 
came  to  the  initial  service  in  De¬ 
cember  when  the  streets  were  icy," 
Weber  said. 

On  a  recent  Sunday  over  40  chil¬ 
dren  went  forward  for  the  children's 
sermon.  Over  20  youth  sang  “Our 
God  Is  An  Awesome  God”  and  did 
sign  language  to  it. 

Grace  Community  Church  and 
Faith  UMC  whose  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Willie  Jackson  joined  together 
for  a  Christmas  Eve  service  in 
Brown  Chapel  at  Centenary. 

When  Weber  was  appointed  in 
June  of  1992  he  started  organizing 
the  church. 


Rosalie  Branigan,  Pat  Laing  and  Yvonne  Venable  demonstrated  the  liturgical  dance  by  performing  a 
Biblical  passage.  They  invited  participants  training  for  Celebrating  congregations,  to  dance  as  a  part  of 
worship.  To  the  accompaniment  of  "Come,  come,  everybody  worship,"  everyone  in  the  room  got  up  to 


participate  in  lively  liturgical  dancing.  "We  are  a  visual  people,  Branigan  said.  We  need  to  see, 
just  hear  the  worship.  Dance  can  be  a  part  of  worship,  it  does  not  take  trained  dancers  to  do  it. 
VISION  2000  session  on  Celebrating  congregations  emphasized  varied  forms  of  worship. 

Ruston  VISION  2000  Training 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial 


Praying  'that  all  be  one' 


Viewed  against  the  backdrop  of 
a  fractured  world,  the  current 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Uni¬ 
ty  (Jan.  18-25)  may  seem  insignifi¬ 
cant,  parochial  or  even  futile. 

Heaven  knows,  the  ominous  so¬ 
cial,  economic  and  political  forces 
unleashed  by  the  fall  of  commu¬ 
nism — just  to  mention  one  exam¬ 
ple — appear  to  be  relentless. 

Although  the  breakup  of  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  has  reduced  the  threat 
of  a  “big"  war  between  two  super¬ 
power  nations,  divisive  hostilities 
throughout  the  former  communist 
world  have  increased  the  number 
and  ferocity  of  “little”  wars  in 
places  like  Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Remnants  of  superpower  rivalry 
also  fuel  wars  in  regions  such  as 
Somalia,  where  clans  armed  with 
weapons  bought  from  the  super¬ 
powers  now  engage  in  their  own 
versions  of  “ethnic  cleansing.” 

In  short,  as  the  world  goes,  we 
are  at  least  as  divided  and  quarrel¬ 
some  as  ever. 

If  there  is  a  lesson  in  ail  of  this,  it 
is  that  politics  in  its  various 
guises — from  the  "as  usual”  variety 
of  more  stable  times  to  the  crisis 
style  of  revolutionary  times — serves 
many  purposes,  but  the  cause  of 
unity  rarely  is  one  of  them. 


The  1908  founders  of  what  now 
is  called  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  didn’t  explicitly  ad¬ 
dress  such  global  matters.  Their 
more  limited  interest  was,  as  the 
name  indicates,  in  the  unity  of  that 
part  of  the  globe  generally  known — 
quite  imprecisely — as  “the  Chris¬ 
tian  world." 

The  founders’  seminal  insight, 
however,  applies  beyond  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  a  divided  church:  Christians’ 
prayers  for  God's  healing,  recon¬ 
ciling  intervention  in  the  fractious 
ways  of  the  world  may  be  our  most 
potent  and  most  realistic  force  in 
the  quest  for  genuine  global  peace 
and  unity. 

This  year's  theme,  “Bearing  the 
Fruit  of  the  Spirit,"  seems  particu¬ 
larly  appropriate. 

Galatians  5:22-23  identifies  the 
“fruits  of  the  Spirit”  as  “love,  joy, 
peace,  patience,  kindness,  generos¬ 
ity,  faithfulness,  gentleness  and 
self-control”  (NRSV).  Used  as  a 
focus  for  prayer,  these  images  of 
how  God  intends  life  to  be  can 
transcend  the  horrors  of  war  and 
starvation  with  a  sorely  needed  vi¬ 
sion  of  hope. 

Without  such  a  vision  and  a  cor¬ 
responding  spirit  of  “we’re  all  in 


My  Witney 

Encounter  with  prayer 
spurred  Molly's  healing 


* 


Prayers  for  Christian  unity  may  seem  insignificant  in  a  quarrel¬ 
some  and  divided  world.  When  focused  on  images  of  how  God 
intends  life  to  be,  however,  such  prayers  become  a  potent  force 
in  the  quest  for  genuine  global  peace  and  unity. 

this  together,”  the  long-term  pros¬ 
pects  for  the  world's  survival,  let 
alone  the  survival  of  the  Christian 


church,  appear  dim. 

If  you  and  your  congregation 
haven’t  yet  participated  in  this 
week’s  Christian  Unity  obser¬ 


vance,  we  encourage  you  to  do  so. 

On  a  planet  reeling  from  the 
abuse  of  worldly  power,  joining 
our  prayers  to  Jesus’  entreaty 
“that  they  may  all  be  one”  results 
in  an  urgently  needed  exercise  in 
Godly  power. 


yyjigl  others  betters  to  the  Efhtor — 

are  saying  Pensions  should  dump  K  mart  stock 

Where  are  Christians  amid  wars ? 


Published  under  the  heading 
“We're  not  making  this  up”  was 
the  following  address  label: 
“God,  Church  of  the  Nativity 
Episcopal,  208  Eustis  Ave.  S.E., 
Huntsville,  Ala.  35801." 

— From  “The  Anglican  Digest.” 

*  *  * 

“Just  as  God  keeps  coming 
back  with  forgiveness,  God  keeps 
coming  back  with  inspiration  to 
move  us  forward.” 

— The  Rev.  Michael  J.  O'Don¬ 
nell,  Order  of  St.  Luke. 

*  *  * 

“The  people  who  are  making  a 
strong,  positive  difference  in  our 
world  today  are  those  who  have 
an  inner  gyroscope  that  enables 
them  to  navigate  the  rapids  of 
life  with  peace  and  confidence. 
They  are  not  centered  in  them¬ 
selves  but  rooted  and  grounded 
in  the  God  who  . . .  offers  eternal 
life  to  all  who  seek  it.” 

— United  Methodist  lay-woman 
Nell  W.  Mohney  in  her  book, 
“Don't  Put  a  Period  Where  God 
Put  a  Comma.” 

*  *  * 

“Feeding  miks  was  the  work 
God  called  me  to  do,  and  so 
that’s  partly  why  I  went  into  the 
restaurant  business.  A  lot  of  folks 
think  I  pulled  myself  up  alone. 
But  I  wasn’t  alone.  I  had  God  by 
my  side.” 

— “Wendy’s”  restaurant  founder 
Dave  Thomas  in  the  book  “High¬ 
er  than  the  Top.” 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  sacrifice  acceptable  to  God 
is  a  broken  spirit;  a  broken  and  con¬ 
trite  heart,  O  God,  you  will  not  de¬ 
spise.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  Luke  4:18-19) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  24 
Monday:  Psalms  26:1 
Tuesday:  Psalms  27:4-9 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  9:1-4 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  1:10 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  1:1 1-18 
Saturday:  Matthew  4: 1 2- 1 7 
Sunday:  Matthew  4: 1 8-23 


It  is  high  time  the  General  Board 
of  Pensions  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  divests  itself  of  its  hold¬ 
ings  of  common  stock  in  Kmart 
Corporation.  The  sale  of  porno¬ 
graphic  literature  in  its  Walden- 
book  Stores  must  not  be  condoned. 

Simply  keeping  these  materials  “be¬ 
hind  the  counter”  off  the  open  racks 
is  not  the  answer  to  the  problem.  Por¬ 
nographic  literature  is  degrading  to 
adult  readers  as  well  as  to  our  youth. 
Does  the  United  Methodist  Church 
really  want  to  support  the  merchan¬ 
dising  of  degrading  materials? 

It  is  time  the  leadership  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions  shows  the  de¬ 
cisiveness  and  courage  of  the  Prophet 
Elijah.  We  don’t  need  a  study  of  the 
matter.  We  need  action  now. 

Fred  A.  Brock 
Tyler,  Texas 

Gloating  is  misplaced 

Sometimes  I  read  letters  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Reporter  and  find  my¬ 
self  feeling  ashamed  that  1  had  not 
put  forth  the  effort  to  express  simi¬ 
lar  sentiments. 

A  letter  appearing  in  the  Jan.  1  is¬ 
sue  from  Leroy  Dickerson  had  that 
effect.  Brother  Dickerson  is  entirely 
correct.  Our  gloating  over  the 
“opening"  of  Russia  really  is  mis¬ 
placed.  This  is  a  time  for  interfaith 
dialogue,  not  preaching  at  another 
church’s  choir.  Indeed,  they  may 
have  much  to  teach  us,  given  their 
longer  history  and  faithful  witness. 

Given  the  inefficient  legacy  of 
central  planning  in  their  country,  it 
may  be  the  case  that  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Russia  could  benefit 
from  our  experience  in  social  minis¬ 
tries,  e.g.,  distribution  of  vital  goods 
such  as  food.  But  I  can  see  no  rea¬ 
son  to  replace  or  rival  a  church  that 
has  sustained  its  faithful  through 
centuries  of  repression,  both  mon¬ 
archist  and  communist,  with  the 
true  Gospel  of  our  Lord. 

Robert  P.  Hall 
Montchanin,  Delaware 

It's  unfortunate 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  signed  a  letter  written  by 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  presi¬ 
dent  to  President  Clinton  describ¬ 
ing  the  ban  on  homosexuals  in  the 
armed  forces  as  “intolerable”  and 
asking  him  to  terminate  it  (see 
UMR.  Dec.  11). 


The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States  is  tearing  into  the 
“Vision  2000”  program  with  gusto. 
We  seek  models  for 
our  local  churches 
to  follow  as  we  enter 
the  third  millenni¬ 
um  of  Christianity. 

But  where  are 
Christians  after 
nearly  2,000  years? 

We  will  probably 
be  in  a  war  in  Bos¬ 
nia  because  we  can’t 
afford  to  let  “Chris¬ 
tian”  Serbs  continue 
with  genocidal  eth¬ 
nic  cleansing  and  other  Hitler-like 
activity.  Yet  here  at  home  we  have 
ghettoes  of  various  racial  groups 
that  too  many  of  us,  the  white  ma¬ 
jority,  keep  denying,  with  resulting 
war  in  the  streets. 

We  may  be  policing  clan  fighting 
in  Somalia,  but  we  have  gang  warfare 
in  our  local  communities.  These  are 
gangs  of  youths  who  see  no  enfran¬ 
chised  future  for  themselves. 

We  in  this  country  are  three  seg¬ 
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ments:  the  government,  the  churches 
and  the  rest  of  our  population  with 
only  one  thing  in  common — they’re 
all  made  up  of  a 
group  of  people  we 
tend  to  think  of  as 
“Christian.” 

However,  we’re 
more  like  Alice 
"through  the  look¬ 
ing  glass.”  We  see 
things  are  mixed 
up,  and  we  deplore 
in  words,  but  we 
the  people  still 
propagate  the 
problems. 

I  suggest  that  as  we  delve  into  “Vi¬ 
sion  2000”  we  take  a  long,  hard  and 
clear-sighted  look  at  ourselves.  Then 
when  we  see  what  is  really  out 
there,  we  focus  on  an  ecumenical  ef¬ 
fort  to  make  the  third  millennium 
produce  true  Christianity  in  fact, 
not  just  in  words.  We  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  can  be  leaders. 

Richard  H.  Spencer 
Boca  Raton.  Florida 


By  JEAN  B.  ROTHE 

One  summer  Sunday  in  1991  a 
visiting  retired  bishop,  Lloyd  Burke 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  to 
speak  at  morning  worship  in  the 
pulpit  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Chico,  Calif. 

Molly  Wadsworth,  a  member  of 
the  congregation,  began  reading  the 
Scripture.  Suddenly,  she  stopped  and 
fell  her  full  length  across  the  pulpit. 

Paramedics  were  summoned.  The 
congregation  sat  in  stunned  silence. 
Soloist  Ruth  Kelly  rose  and  stood 
with  arms  outstretched  and  said, 
"Let  us  pray.” 

Surrounded  by  prayers 

En  route  to  the  hospital  Molly’s 
husband,  Ralph,  was  following  closely 
behind  the  ambulance  and  praying 
frantically.  Suddenly,  he  said,  he  felt 
the  prayers  of  our  congregation  sur¬ 
round  him  and  a  sense  of  peace  pre¬ 
vailed  instead  of  panic. 

Molly’s  sight  and  hearing  were 
gone.  Her  condition  was  diagnosed 
as  a  brain  aneurysm,  which  called 
for  immediate  surgery.  Coinciden¬ 
tally,  Dr.  Bruce  Burke,  the  surgeon, 
was  the  son  of  our  visiting  minister 
for  that  day! 

Ralph  was  told  that  the  prognosis 
for  recovery  from  a  brain  aneurysm 
is  estimated  at  less  than  2  percent. 
If  recovery  occurs,  mental  and 
physical  abilities  may  be  damaged. 

Our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ellen 
Rowan,  arrived  in  Chico  just  before 
the  surgery  and  went  to  pray  with 
Molly  and  Ralph. 

The  day  after  her  surgery  Molly 
asked  for  her  guitar  and  music,  in 
order  to  test  her  abilities. 

About  two  months  after  surgery 
Molly  resumed  her  normal  church 
activities.  These  included  chairing 
the  worship  committee  and  playing 
guitar  for  the  early  morning  Sunday 
services.  She  even  sang  at  her  neph¬ 
ew’s  out-of-town  wedding. 

On  the  most  recent  Laity  Sunday 
at  Trinity  UMC,  Molly,  after  sing¬ 
ing  with  the  choir,  gave  the  Sunday 
morning  message  as  lay  speaker. 

T  knew  I'd  live' 

The  following  are  excerpts  from 
her  message: 

“Death  must  have  been  a  preva¬ 
lent  thought  for  Ralph  all  that  day 
because  he  had  been  told  my  sur¬ 
vival  chances  were  about  nil.  God 
just  didn’t  get  around  to  telling  me 
about  it.  The  thought  of  dying  was 
never  even  considered — I  knew  I 
was  going  to  live. 

“It  is  my  firm  belief  that  the  rea¬ 
son  dying  wasn’t  a  consideration 
was  because  of  the  tremendous  out¬ 
pouring  of  prayers  that  began  with 
that  shocked  congregation  and 


To  say  the  least,  it’s  unfortunate 
that  Bishop  Talbert  is  so  out  of  step 
with  our  denomination’s  stand 
against  homosexual  practice  and 
the  clear  witness  of  Scripture  and 
Christian  tradition. 

John  Wesley  in  his  note  on  Ro¬ 
mans  1:27  calls  homosexual  lust  a 
“horrible  . . .  dishonour  to  the  body." 
How  can  what  the  Church  con¬ 
demned  in  confronting  pagan  culture 
in  the  first  five  centuries  suddenly 
become  acceptable  as  we  face  a  hedo¬ 
nistic  culture  in  our  time? 

I  am  sure  that  many  fellow  veterans 
and  current  members  of  the  armed 
forces  agree  that  this  ban  is  really  a 
support  of  both  morale  and  morality. 

Robert  B.  Mussman 
Newport,  Kentucky 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  ^ 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Jean  B. 

Rothe  is  a  member 
of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Chico,  Calif.  (Calif ornia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference). 

spread  rapidly  in  places  I  never 
knew  or  imagined. 

“These  prayers  continued  consis¬ 
tently  for  as  long  as  we  needed 
them.  Anyone  not  believing  in  the 
intense  power  of  prayer  need  think 
again!  Not  only  was  life  spared,  but 
no  damage — no  loss  occurred!  God 
said,  This  is  not  your  time.  You 
haye  more  to  do!’ 

“When  congregations  and  indi¬ 
viduals  come  together  in  common 
cause  and  send  their  prayers,  amaz¬ 
ing  and  fortifying  strength  is  felt 
and  earth-shaking  things  happen. 

“Sometimes  we  are  used  as  a  ves¬ 
sel  when  we  least  expect  it.  For  me, 
the  whole  episode  was  hilariously 
funny — pure  comedy!  I  spent  my 
time  in  healing  laughter  and  every¬ 
one  else  found  healing  prayer  and 
strength  in  each  other. 

'It  was  God!' 

“When  I  thanked  the  neurosur¬ 
geon,  Dr.  Burke,  for  doing  such  a  Fine 
job  for  which  I  owed  him  my  life,  he 
said,  ‘No,  it  was  God!’  How  deeply  I 
appreciated  his  acknowledgement  of 
the  Creator  who  stood  to  guide  and 
steady  his  hand — that  with  God  at 
his  side,  we  beat  the  odds!” 

When  she  recalled  asking  for  her 
guitar,  Molly  said:  “Besides  enter¬ 
taining  myself,  I  needed  to  start 
checking  out  the  body  and  brain  to 
see  what  was  or  wasn’t  still  there. 
Besides,  music  soothed  a  not-too- 
pleasant  headache!  My  roommates 
in  ICU  were  asked  to  let  me  know  if 
my  singing  bothered  them  and  I’d 
shut  up — and  I  promised  to  play 
softly.  It  was  a  gamble  on  songs 
reaching  someone  in  need. 

“Ralph  told  me  he  found  nurses 
outside  the  door  listening — I’d  have 
loved  having  them  in  to  sing  with  me! 

“So  many  people  have  been  a 
close,  caring,  loving  part  of  our 
lives.  We  are  called  to  life  in  God’s 
service.  Situations  place  us  in  a  po¬ 
sition  to  choose  action  or  inaction. 

“We  must  remember  that  our  ac¬ 
tions  do  speak  louder  than  our 
words.  We  are  responsible  and  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  actions  we  take.  Al¬ 
though  we  don’t  always  know  what 
direction  we  will  be  sent,  we  are  re¬ 
sponsible  to  answer  the  call  with  an 
action  centered  in  Christ's  love.” 

Our  church  has  been  blessed  by 
Molly’s  message  and  witness. 


Urchin's  gaze  bridges  souls'  gap 
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ST.  PETERSBURG,  Russia- 
Our  group’s  overnight  train  from 
Moscow  arrived  at 
5:30  a.m.  just  a 
few  days  after 
Epiphany. 

No  matter  the 
time  of  day.  Just  as 
in  most  public 
places  in  Moscow, 
Stephen  Swecker  Gypsy  children 
rushed  to  our  sides  begging  for  money 
or  food.  Many  carried  babies  in  their 
arms — or  blankets  suggesting  that 
there  was  an  infant  inside. 

In  Moscow,  I  had  made  a  mis¬ 
take — was  it  REALLY  a  mistake? — 
of  giving  100  rubles  (25  cents  U.S.)  to 
one  child.  Immediately  I  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  more  children,  each 
pointing  to  his  or  her  mouth  with  one 
hand  to  indicate  hunger  and  holding 
out  the  other  hand  for  money. 

So  as  we  made  our  way  out  of  the 
St.  Petersburg  train  station,  I  steeled 
myself  to  ignore  their  pleadings.  You 
can’t  feed  them  all,  I  told  myself. 

Then,  just  as  we  apparently  had 
left  the  children  behind,  I  felt  a 
hand  on  my  leg.  I  looked  down  and 
for  the  first  time  made  eye  contact 
with  a  Gypsy  urchin.  As  our  gazes 
locked,  I  realized  that  I  was  peering 
into  a  window  of  infinite  pain. 

No  words  were  spoken,  but  I 
sensed  that  each  of  us  was  asking 
the  same  question:  Why? 

My  own  thoughts  ran  on:  Why 
her?  Why  me?  Why  did  our  worlds 
cross?  Why  such  an  unfathomable 
gap  between  two  of  God’s  children? 


As  our  gazes  locked,  I 
realized  that  I  was  peering 
into  a  window  of  infinite 
pain.  No  words  were 
spoken,  but  I  sensed  that 
each  of  us  was  asking  the 
same  question:  Why? 


The  little  Gypsy  girl’s  hopeless¬ 
ness  contrasted  so  sharply  with  the 
many  signs  of  hope  one  sees  now  in 
this  land  only  recently  freed  from 
the  shackles  of  tyranny.  That’s  par¬ 
ticularly  true  if  one  is  a  Christian. 

A  glorious  100-foot  Christmas  tree 
stood  by  St.  Basil’s  Cathedral  at  the 
south  end  of  Moscow’s  Red  Square — 
the  first  public  celebration  there  of 
Christmas  in  more  than  70  years. 

And  in  St.  Petersburg,  more  than 
7,000  people  had  jammed  into  St. 
Isaac’s  Cathedral  on  Christmas,  re¬ 
storing  to  religious  use  a  house  of  wor¬ 
ship  that  compares  in  size  and  beauty 
with  St.  Peter's  Cathedral  in  Rome 
and  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  in  London. 

But  tyranny  takes  many  forms. 


As  signs  of  religious  vitality  spread 
in  a  land  once  officially  atheist,  the 
Gypsy  children  witness  to  the 
growth  of  a  more  ominous  sort  of 
oppression  in  this  once-proud  land: 
human  suffering,  brought  about  by 
a  collapsing  economy  and  a  wobbly 
political  system  that  appears  inca¬ 
pable  of  securing  a  stable  society. 

God  is  interested  in  more  than  reli¬ 
gion,  theologian  Joseph  Sittler  once 
observed. 

The  unforgettable  eyes  of  a  Russian 
Gypsy  child  tell  me  Sittler  was  right. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  Editor-at-large  ol 
the  Reporter. 
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'CALL  TO  JUSTICE':  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  has 
joined  other  church  groups  in  deploring  the  re¬ 
cent  deportation  of  415  Palestinians  by  the  Is¬ 
raeli  authorities  to  Lebanese  territory.  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  board  president,  and  the 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  secre¬ 
tary,  said  the  agency  has  called  on  Israel  to  com¬ 
ply  with  a  United  Nations  Security  Council 
resolution  “demanding  the  immediate  and  safe 
return  of  the  deportees  to  their  homes.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  Israel’s  current  iron-fist  policy,  which 
results  in  violence  against  Palestinian  civilians, 
is  totally  unacceptable  as  civilized  behavior.” 

SEARCH  FOR  PEACE:  officials  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  expressed  sadness 
last  week  about  the  bomb¬ 
ing  of  Iraq  by  U.S.,  British 
and  French  aircraft.  “The 
resort  to  violence  represents 
a  failure — a  failure  of  inter¬ 
national  processes  of  con¬ 
ciliation  to  be  sure,  but 
most  importantly  a  human 
failure,”  said  the  statement. 
NCC  representatives  urged  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  use  the  resources  of  the  United  Nations 
in  gaining  a  “peaceful  and  just  resolution”  in 
the  Middle  East.  Signers  of  the  statement  in¬ 
cluded  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell,  NCC 
general  secretary. 

SUSPECT  ARRESTED:  A  29-year-old  Co¬ 
lumbia  man,  Morris  Cunningham,  was  arrested 
recently  and  charged  with  assault  and  battery 
with  intent  to  kill  and  with  attempted  armed 
robbery  in  connection  with  the  Nov.  23  stab¬ 
bing  of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph  B. 
Bethea  (South  Carolina  Area)  during  an  appar¬ 
ent  auto  theft  attempt.  Mr.  Cunningham  was 
held  in  lieu  of  $20,000  bond.  At  press  time 
Bishop  Bethea  was  reported  to  be  in  fair  condi¬ 
tion  in  the  intensive  care  unit  of  Richland  Me¬ 
morial  Hospital,  receiving  intermediate  care, 
regularly  drinking  juices,  eating  solid  food  and 
sitting  up. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Joan  Campbell 


Top  UMC  levels  to  eye  '96  conclave  move 


An  ad  hoc  group  of  United  Methodists  in  Colorado  is  urging 
the  church  to  move  its  1996  General  Conference  from  Denver. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE  and 
DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editors 

The  debate  over  whether  to 
move  the  1996  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  from  Den¬ 
ver  rode  a  wave  of  protest  toward 
some  of  the  denomination’s 
highest  circles  last  week. 

The  proposal  to  move  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  as¬ 
sembly  comes  as  a  protest  against 
what  many  perceive  as  anti-gay 
legislation  recently  adopted  by 
Colorado  voters. 

Issue  on  2  agendas 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
(Washington  Area)  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  last  week  that  the  issue 
will  be  considered: 

•f  Jan.  27  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  of  which  he  is  1992-93 
president; 

/  March  1 1  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  of 
which  he  is  1993-96  president. 

The  bypass-Colorado  proposal 
has  gathered  steam  among  United 
Methodist  individuals  and  groups. 

One  is  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams, 
pastor  of  Glide  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  Williams  withdrew  his  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  an  invitation  from  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  be  its  guest  preacher  next 
June  in  Fort  Collins,  Colo. 

'A  stand  against' 

“Our  decision  is  a  stand 
against  the  discriminatory  policy 
approved  by  the  voters  of  Colo¬ 
rado  ...  [I]  would  take  the  same 
stand  against  similar  discrimina¬ 
tion  anywhere  and  against  any 
group  of  people,”  said  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  in  a  letter  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference. 

The  Rev.  Toni  Cook,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denver  and  chairper¬ 


son  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  con¬ 
ference’s  worship  committee, 
told  the  Reporter: 

“Even  though  I  was  saddened 
because  we  won’t  have  Cecil’s  gift, 
his  decision  not  to  come  is  more 
important  than  him  coming.” 

Ms.  Cook  told  the  Reporter  that 
Mr.  Williams’  stance  is  “just  the 
beginning  of  a  great  snowball  ef¬ 
fect  in  protest  against  Colorado.” 

She  and  diaconal  minister 
Gregory  Norton  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Boulder  co¬ 
chair  “Colorado  United  Method¬ 
ists  Against  Discrimination,”  an 
ad  hoc  group  of  lay  and  clergy. 

Petition  drive  under  way 

The  group  has  started  an  ex¬ 
tensive  drive  to  get  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals  and  groups  to 
sign  petitions  asking  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  move  the  church’s  1996 
meeting  to  an  alternate  location. 


The  commission,  which  has  au¬ 
thority  to  set  dates  and  sites  of 
General  Conferences,  hasn’t  set  a 
date  for  its  spring  meeting.  But  its 
principal  staff  person,  the  Rev. 
DeWayne  Woodring,  assured  the 
Reporter  that  the  matter  will  be  on 
the  commission’s  agenda. 

“Part  of  the  reason  for  wanting 
to  see  General  Conference  moved 
is  because  no  other  mainline  de¬ 
nomination  has  come  out  against 
Amendment  2,”  said  Ms.  Cook. 

In  addition  to  co-chairing  the 
anti-discrimination  group,  Ms. 
Cook  is  also  pastor  of  a  “reconciling 
congregation,”  one  of  several  dozen 
across  the  denomination  which 
promise  to  welcome  gays  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  into  their  membership. 

Late  last  week  a  Colorado  judge 
granted  a  temporary  injunction 
against  the  enforcement  of 
Amendment  2  until  he  can  decide 
whether  the  law  is  constitutional. 

The  law  overturns  local  laws  in 


Denver,  Boulder  and  Aspen 
granting  civil  rights  protections 
to  homosexual  people.  It  also 
prohibits  the  passage  of  any  fu¬ 
ture  similar  legislation. 

Many  Colorado  voters  have 
said  their  intention  in  adopting 
Amendment  2  was  to  avoid  cre¬ 
ating  a  specially  protected  class. 

Amendment  2  opponents, 
however,  contend  the  law  de¬ 
prives  homosexuals  of  protection 
against  discrimination. 

In  their  letter  asking  other  United 
Methodists  to  sign  petitions  to 
move  the  General  Conference,  Ms. 
Cook  and  Mr.  Norton  said  their 
“witness”  is  not  to  punish  the  busi¬ 
ness  community  of  Colorado. 

“A  national,  public  stand  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
would  be  a  powerful  Christian 
witness  against  exclusion,  op¬ 
pression,  marginalization  and  in¬ 
justice,”  the  letter  said. 

The  group  has  also  asked  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  individuals  to 
place  this  issue  on  agendas  of 
their  annual  conference  sessions. 

Boycott  denied 

Ms.  Cook  and  Ms.  Norton 
avoided  calling  the  effort  an  eco¬ 
nomic  boycott.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Resolutions 


prescribes  an  extensive  process  of 
preparation,  decision-making, 
monitoring  and  conclusion  before 
any  part  of  the  church  can  partici¬ 
pate  in  an  economic  boycott. 

Despite  the  co-initiators’  dis¬ 
claimer,  the  Rev.  George  D. 
McClain  of  the  Methodist  Feder¬ 
ation  for  Social  Action  called  the 
move  a  “boycott  that  would 
serve  as  a  warning  to  other 
states”  considering  legislation 
similar  to  Colorado's. 

Mr.  McClain,  who  directs  the 
unofficial  caucus,  said  a  recent 
report  in  “The  New  York 
Times”  cited  eight  other  states 
where  similar  measures  are  un¬ 
der  consideration. 

Other  groups  which  have  an¬ 
nounced  their  support  for  mov¬ 
ing  the  1996  General  Conference 
from  Denver  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15) 
include: 

■  The  Califomia-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference  council  on  min¬ 
istries; 

■  The  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  board  of  church  and  soci¬ 
ety  and 

■  Conference  council  direc¬ 
tors,  council  on  ministries  and 
College  of  Bishops  of  the 
church’s  Western  Jurisdiction. 


Slain  UM  couple  mourned 


PALATINE,  Ill.— Some  700 
people  mourned  the  deaths  of 
Richard  E.  and  Lynn  Ehlen- 
feldt,  who  were  slain  recently 
along  with  five  other  persons  at 
a  restaurant  in  Palatine,  Ill.,  of 
which  they  were  co-owners. 

Memorial  services  were  held 
at  Kingswood  UMC  in  Buffalo 
Grove,  Ill.,  like  Palatine  a  Chi¬ 
cago  suburb. 

Mr.  Ehlenfeldt  had  served  min¬ 
isterial  appointments  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin  before  turning  to  politics  and 


later  the  restaurant  business. 

United  Methodists  in  both 
the  Northern  Illinois  and  Wis¬ 
consin  annual  conferences  re¬ 
membered  the  couple  as  ones 
who  “combined  their  Christian 
witness  with  social  action.” 

The  Ehlenfeldts  were  instru¬ 
mental  in  ministries  for  the 
homeless  and  worked  the  1 1 
p.m.-3  a.m.  shift  at  a  homeless 
shelter  established  in  the  Kings- 
wood  church. 

— DENISE J.  STOVALL 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  WORED  METHODIST  COUNCIL 


World  Methodists  head  to  Rio 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO— It's  official:  the  17th  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1996.  Council  officials 
met  recently  with  representatives  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Brazil  to  accept  the  Brazilians'  invitation  to  bring  the  once-every- 
five-years  meeting  to  South  America  for  the  first  time.  The  large 
photo  shows  a  prominent  Rio  landmark,  the  statue  of  Christ  the 
Redeemer,  which  delegates  will  see  during  the  conference.  In  the 
inset  photo,  the  Rev.  John  C.  Barrett  of  Great  Britain  (left)  re¬ 
ceives  a  gift  marking  the  decision  from  Brazilian  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Adriel  de  Souza  Maia.  Dr.  Barrett  is  program  secretary  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 


Reader's  Digest  hits  again  at  World  Council 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— “Reader’s  Di¬ 
gest”  magazine  has  launched  its 
third  major  attack  on  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  two  decades 
(see  portions  of  the  council’s  re¬ 
sponse  in  story  at  right). 

Titled  “The  Gospel  According  to 
Marx,"  the  article  gives  wide  expo¬ 
sure  to  a  problem  that  has  dogged 
the  Geneva-based  World  Council 
for  years — its  relationship  with 
Marxist  regimes. 

The  article  raises  the  ante  by  al¬ 
leging  that  some  council  leaders 
were  Soviet  KGB  agents. 

“The  KGB  had  a  plan  to  pene¬ 
trate  and  manipulate  the  WCC,” 
claims  the  article,  which  appears  in 
the  February  issue. 

“Orthodox  priests  who  were 
WCC  delegates  were  often  KGB 
agents  acting  on  Communist  Party 
orders,”  the  article  continued. 

The  article  is  by  Senior  Editor 
Joseph  A.  Harriss. 

Mr.  Harriss,  who  is  assigned  to 
the  magazine’s  Paris  bureau,  was 
also  the  author  of  a  1982  Digest  ar¬ 
ticle  that  castigated  the  council  for 
channeling  funds  to  what  the  maga¬ 
zine  identified  as  radical  groups. 

Many  church  leaders  considered 
that  article  vindictive  and  unfair. 
Nevertheless,  it  created  waves  of  neg¬ 
ative  reaction  among  grassroots 
church  members  toward  leaders  of 
mainline  Protestant  denominations. 

The  current  article  follows  a  simi- 


WCC  says  Digest's  article  lacks  evidence 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  World  Council  of  Churches 
last  week  sent  the  Reporter  a  1 3-page 
rebuttal  of  the  “Reader’s  Digest”  ar¬ 
ticle  critical  of  the  ecumenical  coun¬ 
cil  (see  related  story). 

Among  “Reader’s  Digest”  allega¬ 
tions  the  WCC  rebuts: 

■  Allegations  of  KGB  infiltra¬ 
tions.  The  WCC  summarized  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  a 
Uruguayan  Methodist  who  is  im¬ 
mediate  past  secretary: 

“The  WCC  was  well  aware  of  the 
interest  of  intelligence  agencies, 
particularly  from  Eastern  Europe, 
in  the  council. . . . 

“The  publication  now  of  materi¬ 
als  from  KGB  and  other  secret  ser¬ 
vice  files  raises  important  questions 
of  ethics  and  interpretation:  Who  is 
deciding  which  files  are  being  re¬ 
leased?  Are  there  political,  personal 
or  other  motives  that  govern  the  re¬ 
lease  of  certain  files?  What  opportu- 
nity  is  being  given  to  those 


implicated  by  the  released  files  to 
clear  their  names,  set  the  record 
straight  or  put  the  allegations  in 
context? 

”...  Finally,  it  should  be  noted 
that  no  evidence  is  provided  of  any 
specific  case  in  which  a  WCC  state¬ 
ment  or  action  was  in  fact  influenced 
by  Soviet  foreign  policy.” 

■  Christian  unity  and  “political 
activism.”  The  WCC  statement 

quoted  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  new  general 
secretary,  the  Rev. 
Konrad  Raiser,  a 
German  Lutheran: 
"One  of  the  essen¬ 
tial  features  of  the 
ecumenical  move¬ 
ment  has  always 
been  the  effort  to 
hold  together  faith  and  action  ...  To 
the  extent  we  take  the  Gospel  serious¬ 
ly  we  are  bound  to  get  involved  in 
public  concerns. . . .” 

■  The  place  of  the  Bible.  The 

WCC  statement  said:  “Common  Bi¬ 


ble  study,  worship  and  common 
prayer  are  a  visible  and  integral  part 
of  every  WCC  meeting;  and  WCC 
documents  are  replete  with  efforts 
to  understand  together  and  bring 
biblical  insights  to  bear  on  contem¬ 
porary  issues.” 

■  Special  Fund  of  the  Program  to 
Combat  Racism.  The  WCC  re¬ 
sponded:  “No  evidence  has  ever 
been  produced  that  any  Program  to 
Combat  Racism  grant  money  was 
ever  used  to  purchase  arms  or  mili¬ 
tary  equipment.  The  1978  grant  to 
the  Patriotic  Front  in  what  was  then 
Rhodesia  and  is  now  Zimbabwe  was 
for  education,  health  and  agricultural 
programs  for  refugees  in  Botswana, 
Mozambique  and  Zambia.  There  has 
never  been  any  evidence  for  the  alle¬ 
gation  that  the  Patriotic  Front  mur¬ 
dered  the  nine  missionaries  referred 
to  in  the  article.” 

Jean  Stromberg,  U.S.  executive  for 
the  WCC,  said  anyone  with  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  WCC’s  work  may 
contact  her  at  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


Konrad  Raiser 


lar  account  printed  in  the  December 
newsletter  of  the  Institute  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy  in  Washington. 
The  institute  is  a  conservative  think- 
tank  that  focuses  on  relationships  be¬ 
tween  church  and  society. 

The  most  recent  article  does  not 
identify  by  name  any  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  priests  who  were  KGB  agents. 


But  it  does  single  out  a  layman  of  the 
church’s  Moscow  Patriarchate  For¬ 
eign  Relations  Department  who  is  a 
member  of  the  council’s  Central 
Committee. 

The  article  lists  the  denominations 
which  are  the  largest  U.S.  donors  to 
the  World  Council  and  ends  with  a 
quote  from  the  Rev.  Richard  John 


Neuhaus  of  the  Institute  on  Religion 
in  Public  Life  in  New  York. 

Asked  what  “ordinary  churchgo¬ 
ers”  can  do  to  “nudge”  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  toward  reform, 
Mr.  Neuhaus  responds,  “They  can 
cut  back  their  contributions  by  the 
percentage  their  church  gives  the 
WCC.” 


Need  an  evangelist?  Soon 
you  can  call  database 


HOUSTON — Looking  for  a 
preacher  for  your  congregation’s  re¬ 
vival? 

Need  a  gospel  musician  or  a  reli¬ 
gious  dramatist  for  a  special  worship? 

Within  months,  your  congrega¬ 
tion  will  be  able  to  call  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Evangelists  for  such  listings. 

The  Rev.  J.  Wesley  Putnam,  the 
association’s  executive  director, 
said  the  group  decided  at  its  recent 
annual  meeting  to  create  a  comput¬ 
er  database  of  evangelists,  musi¬ 
cians,  dramatists,  seminar  speakers, 
spiritual  renewal  leaders  and  other 
evangelism  specialists. 

The  association  will  set  up  a  na¬ 
tional  800  telephone  number  at  its 
Bedford,  Texas,  headquarters  for 


easy  access  by  inquirers. 

Listings  will  be  mailed  or  faxed. 
In  some  cases,  such  as  for  musi¬ 
cians,  demonstration  tapes  also 
may  be  provided. 

“We’re  excited  about  this  proj¬ 
ect,”  Mr.  Putnam  told  the  Reporter. 

“Often  when  I’ve  invited  people  to 
join  the  association,  they’ve  asked 
what  the  benefits  would  be.  We  think 
this  database  will  be  an  enormous 
benefit,  both  to  our  members  and  to 
the  church  at  large.” 

Mr.  Putnam  said  he  expected  the 
information  gathering,  computer 
input  and  technical  installation  to 
take  three  to  four  months. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Person  J  r 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD:  Tlit 

Rev.  Marvin  B.  Abrams,  pastor  of  the  Native 
American  United  Methodist  Church  in  Los  An¬ 
geles,  has  been  named  1993-96  chairman  of  the 
board  for  the  National  United  Methodist  Na¬ 
tive  American  Center.  Formerly  at  Oklahoma 
City  University,  it  has  been  moved  to  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  (Calif.).  Direc¬ 
tor  is  the  Rev.  Homer  Noley. 

EVANGELISTS  HONORED:  The  Na- 

tional  Association  of  United  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lists  meeting  recently  in 
Houston  presented  its  1993 
“Philip”  awards  to  two 
evangelists  with  worldwide 
reputations.  The  United 
Methodist  honor  went  to 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam, 
pastor  of  Christ  UMC  in 
Memphis,  former  world 
editor  of  “The  Upper 
Room”  devotional  guide  and  author  of  more 
than  two  dozen  books.  The  award  for  a  non-UM 
evangelist  was  presented  to  the  Rev.  Bill  Bright, 
a  Presbyterian  clergyman  who  founded  and  still 
heads  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ.  The  awards 
are  named  for  the  disciple  Philip,  the  first  to 
bring  others  to  Christ. 

CLASS  LEADERS:  The  historic  Methodist 
office  of  class  leader  will  be  the  focus  of  a  semi¬ 
nar  co-sponsored  by  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University  Divinity  School.  “The  Office 
of  Class  Leader:  Recovering  Christian  Forma¬ 
tion  in  the  Congregation  through  the  Craft  of 
Discipleship"  will  be  held  May  17-27  at  Duke 
in  Durham,  N.C.  For  details  write  Phyllis  Ty- 
ler-Wayman,  Covenant  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 

MEETING  IN  RUSSIA:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco 
Area),  the  church’s  chief  ecumenical  officer,  is 
leading  a  delegation  of  denominational  leaders 
to  Moscow  Jan.  21-22  in  an  effort  to  clear  up 
some  apparent  misunderstanding  with  the  pa- 
triarch  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 
Through  its  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  United  Methodism  formally  opened  a 
mission  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States,  being  careful  to  work  closely  with  Ortho¬ 
dox  leaders  at  each  step.  “Even  so,  we  have 
learned  that  the  patriarch  and  some  other  Or¬ 
thodox  leaders  are  unclear  about  our  inten¬ 
tions,”  Bishop  Talbert  said,  and  “we  hope  to 
iron  out  some  rough  spots  and  clear  up  misun¬ 
derstandings  that  seem  to  exist.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Maxie  Dunnam 


Faith  at  work 


Tax-court  judge  to  decide 
clergy's  employment  status 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WINSTON-SALEM,  N.C.— 
They  are  licensed  and  are  paid 
their  pensions  through  annual 
(regional)  conferences. 

They  are  paid  salaries  by  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  are  supervised 
by  bishops,  yet  they  are  free  to 
work  day  to  day  as  they  see  fit. 

So  are  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  self-employed  “indepen¬ 
dent  contractors”  or  are  they 
employees  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church? 

Three  bishops  testify 

Testimony  from  a  North  Caro¬ 
lina  pastor,  from  three  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  a  church 
administrator  Jan.  12-14  will 
help  a  U.S.  Tax  Court  judge  in 
Winston-Salem  decide  within  the 
next  six  months. 

In  1991,  the  Internal  Reve¬ 
nue  Service  (IRS)  ordered  the 
Rev.  Michael  D.  Weber  of 
Stonewall,  N.C.,  to  pay  $600  in 
back  income  taxes. 

Church  attorneys  say  at  least 
30  other  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  the  southeastern 
United  States  have  received 
similar  notices  from  the  IRS  in 
the  past  two  years. 

Targeting  Mr.  Weber’s  tax  re¬ 
turn  filed  for  1988,  the  IRS 
claimed  that  the  pastor  incor¬ 
rectly  deducted  such  expenses 
as  books,  robes  and  vestments 
under  “Schedule  C”  of  the  1040 
return,  a  section  reserved  for 


“self-employed"  workers. 

The  IRS  asserted  that  Mr. 
Weber  is  not  an  independent 
contractor  but  a  church  em¬ 
ployee. 

Mr.  Weber,  who  oversees  a 
five-congregation  parish  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
countered  that  he  is,  in  fact,  a 
self-employed  worker  and  that 
the  deductions  are  legal. 

In  consultation  with  his  attor¬ 
neys  and  with  Bishop  C.P.  Min- 
nick,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Raleigh  (N.C.)  Area,  Mr.  Weber 
took  the  case  to  court. 

The  outcome  of  Weber  vs. 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Rev¬ 
enue  could  set  a  precedent  for 
cases  of  other  United  Methodist 
minivers  facing  IRS  action. 

For  three  days,  Judge  John 
Pajak,  special  trial  judge  for  the 
U.S.  Tax  Court,  waded  through 
the  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline,  a  compilation  of 
church  polity. 

Mr.  Weber,  Bishop  Minnick 
and  two  other  bishops — plus 
Bishop  Minnick’s  administra¬ 
tive  assistant,  the  Rev.  Kermit 
Braswell — gave  hours  of  testi¬ 
mony  about  United  Methodist 
governance  regarding  ordained 
ministers. 

The  U.S.  tax  code  lists  no 
strict  definition  of  “employee." 

IRS  attorney  replies 

IRS  Attorney  James  E.  Gray, 
however,  argued  that  pastors  of 
local  churches  in  the  United 


Methodist  system  are  licensed 
by  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences,  are  guaranteed  ministeri¬ 
al  appointments  and  are 
entitled  to  paid  vacations,  med¬ 
ical  benefits,  sabbaticals  and 
leaves  of  absence. 

Mr.  Gray  further  claimed  that 
because  pastors  are  supervised 
by  district  superintendents  and 
bishops  and  can  be  removed 
from  duty  if  found  unfit,  minis¬ 
ters  are  indeed  employees. 

Witnesses  for  Mr.  Weber, 
however,  maintained  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
"unique”  entity,  with  benefits 
and  a  monitoring  process  for 
pastors  but  also  structured  so 
that  pastors  act  as  indepen¬ 
dents.  free  to  design  their  min¬ 
istries  in  local  churches  within  a 
broad  framework. 

Bishop  Minnick  explained 
that,  although  Mr.  Weber  is  li¬ 
censed  and  receives  benefits 
through  the  North  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference  (encompassing 
the  56  eastern  counties  in  that 
state),  Mr.  Weber  is  not  an  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  conference. 

Craig  Hoskins,  Evanston,  Ill., 
attorney  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  said  Weber  vs. 
Commissioner  is  the  first  full 
U.S.  Tax  Court  hearing  con¬ 
cerning  the  self-employed  status 
of  a  United  Methodist  pastor. 

The  Weber  case  is  considered 
critical  because,  since  either  side 
may  appeal,  it  can  become  prece¬ 
dent  in  future  income  tax  cases. 
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Bishops'  panel  opens 
4-year  ministry  study 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Trying  once  again  to  resolve  an 
issue  that  has  confounded  the 
church  for  20  years,  a  committee 
of  United  Methodist  bishops  has 
launched  a  new  study  on  the 
ministry. 

At  the  heart  of  the  study, 
which  will  last  most  of  the  next 
three  years,  will  be  an  effort  to 
clarify  the  church’s  theological 
and  biblical  understanding  of 
ministry,  said  Bishop  David 
Lawson  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee. 

Seeking  consensus 

But  in  an  interview  following 
the  committee’s  two-day  organiz¬ 
ing  meeting.  Bishop  Lawson  said 
that  any  proposal  to  be  presented 
to  the  8.9  million-member  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1 996  would  be  as  close  as 
possible  to  a  consensus,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
all  groups  within  the  church. 

Bishop  Lawson  also  said  the 
new  study  would  use  the  findings, 
recommendations  and  resources 
of  previous  groups  and  commis¬ 
sions,  as  well  as  look  at  what  other 
denominations  are  doing  and  say¬ 
ing  about  ministry,  “without  being 
bound  by  any  of  them.” 

The  new  committee’s  process  is 
expected  to  include  presentations 
by  theologians,  reading  assign¬ 
ments,  small-group  conversations, 
discussion  in  both  open  and 
closed-door  plenary  sessions,  gath¬ 
ering  responses  from  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  across  the  church,  and  writing 
a  comprehensive  proposal. 

United  Methodists,  the  na¬ 
tion’s  second  largest  Protestant 
denomination,  have  been  strug¬ 
gling  with  how  to  understand  and 
order  ministry  since  1972. 

One  task  of  Bishop  Lawson’s 
committee  will  be  to  defuse  is¬ 
sues  that  have  become  politi¬ 
cized  within  the  church. 

But  he  also  said  that  “another 
underlying  question  that  was  not 
addressed  ...  is  the  meaning  of 
the  ministry  of  the  laity.” 

The  church  has  a  two-step  cler¬ 
gy  ordination— first  as  deacon 


United  Methodists 
have  been  struggling 
with  how  to 
understand  and  order 
ministry  since  1972. 


and  subsequently  as  elder  (equiv¬ 
alent  to  “priest”  or  “pastor”  in 
other  traditions). 

Bishops  do  not  constitute  a 
separate  order  but  remain  elders 
after  their  consecration  to  the 
episcopacy. 

At  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  delegates  voted  480-478  to 
reject  a  proposal  that  would  have 
ordained  some  people  to  a  "min¬ 
istry  of  liturgy  and  service.” 

Following  that  vote,  delegates 
referred  the  whole  issue  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Lawson’s  12-member 
committee — two  bishops  from 
each  of  the  church’s  five  U.S.  ju¬ 
risdictions  and  two  from  over¬ 
seas — will  spend  its  first  year  “in 
serious  and  basic  encounter” 
with  a  theme  the  bishop  said  un¬ 
derscores  all  Methodist  organiza¬ 
tions  and  sturctures:  “the 
mission  and  ministry  of  God  in 
the  world  through  the  church.” 

Study  first 

The  first  order  of  business, 
therefore,  will  involve  theologi¬ 
cal  and  biblical  study  aimed  at 
understanding  ministry  rather 
than  directly  confronting  the 
touchy  issues  on  which  other 
proposals  have  foundered. 

“The  whole  Council  of  Bishops 
will  be  involved  at  every  stage,”  he 
said.  “We  expect  every  bishop  in 
the  church  to  have  a  working  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  study.  We’re  de¬ 
termined  they  be  involved.” 

That  also  means  that  any  pro¬ 
posal  brought  to  the  next  General 
Conference,  the  denomination’s 
highest  legis.ative  body,  will 
come  from  the  council,  not  a 
committee.  The  next  General 
Conference  is  scheduled  to  meet 
in  Denver  in  1996. 

United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  contributed  to  this  report. 


Haitians 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

A  Haitian  refugee  family  has 
found  “peace  on  earth”  in  Eastern 
Tennessee,  thanks  to  cooperative 
efforts  of  United  Methodists  within 
the  Holston  Annual  Conference. 

Arriving  in  the  United  States 
“with  nothing  but  each  other,”  the 
Preptit  family  is  one  of  the  thousands 
of  Haitian  families  that  fled  by  boat 
to  the  U.S.,  following  a  coup  in  that 
country  in  September  1991. 

Officials  at  the  New  York-based 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  learned  of  the  family’s  plight 
and  worked  with  Church  World 
Service’s  refugee  network  to  cut  the 
red  tape  that  usually  binds  immi¬ 
gration  efforts. 

Family  of  six 

The  family  of  six  arrived  in  Bris¬ 
tol  from  Guantanamo  Naval  Sta¬ 
tion  via  Miami  April  10,  1992. 

They  were  met  by  Karen  Bennett,  a 
Church  World  Service  Immigration 
and  Refugee  program  affiliate  in  Bris¬ 
tol,  who  found  local  churches  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  Preptits’  unusual  situation. 

An  UMCOR  refugee  coordinator 
for  the  Holston  conference,  Ms.  Ben¬ 
nett  knew  which  churches  would 
quickly  respond.  She  received  com¬ 
mitments  from  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  South  Bristol  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  Virginia  Ave¬ 
nue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bristol,  Tenn.,  and  John  Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Bristol,  Va. 

Officials  at  Church  World  Service 
said  the  husband  and  father,  Lefeme 
Preptit,  had  worked  in  a  judicial  of¬ 
fice  in  Haiti  and  on  several  develop¬ 
ment  and  education  programs  during 
the  presidency  of  the  ousted  Jean-Ber- 
trand  Aristide. 

He  was  warned 

After  the  coup,  he  was  warned  that 
the  military  was  coming  to  arrest 
him.  He  and  his  wife,  Melila,  and 
their  four  children  went  into  hiding 
for  two  months.  They  slept  in  a  cave 
and  ate  yams  from  a  nearby  field. 


find  peace  in  Tennessee 


Mr.  Preptit’s  parents  were  arrest¬ 
ed,  and  his  father  died  from  a  beat¬ 
ing  he  received  while  in  custody. 

“The  Preptits  now  live  in  safety,” 
said  Ms.  Bennett.  “The  eldest  chil¬ 
dren  are  enrolled  in  school,  and  Mr. 
Preptit  works  as  a  tailor. 


Typical  of  culture 

“Their  heretofore  common-law 
marriage  was  typical  of  a  culture 
too  poor  to  afford  the  celebration 
required  of  a  wedding  ceremony. 

"Thanks  to  their  sponsor  and  their 
newly  found  freedom,  support  and 
security,  they  were  able  to  afford  the 
ceremony  previously  denied.” 

On  Oct.  18  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Bristol’s  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  invited  to  the 
wedding  and  reception. 

The  Preptits  received  many  gifts, 
including  a  layette  for  the  impend¬ 
ing  birth  of  their  fifth  child.” 

“The  four  United  Methodist 
churches  rose  to  the  challenge  of  re¬ 
settling  the  Preptit  family  and 
worked  hard  to  help  them  begin  new 
lives  of  freedom  and  security  in  the 
United  States,”  added  Mr.  Bennett. 


CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE  PHOTO 


BRISTOL,  Tenn. — Haitian  refugees  Melila  and  Leferne  Preptit  cele¬ 
brate  their  marriage  through  a  formal  ceremony  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bristol.  With  them  are  their  children,  Manes, 
John  and  Nathalie.  The  family  is  one  of  many  Haitian  refugees  as¬ 
sisted  by  local  United  Methodist  churches. 


'A  lot  of  work' 

“One  member,  Mrs.  James  Lock¬ 
ett,  took  it  upon  herself  to  make  sure 


that  the  family  had  a  place  to  stay. 

“It  has  been  a  lot  of  work  for  these 
people  in  Bristol.  But  our  church 
members  have  the  satisfaction  of 
helping  these  people  get  on  their  feet 


without  government  support.” 

This  story  is  based  on  an  article  in 
Church  World  Service's  " Monday " 
newsletter. 


UMCOR's  $100,000  aids  food  program 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  has  approved  a  grant 
of  $100,000  to  assist  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Haiti.  The  money  will  be 
designated  for  food  programs  in 
Methodist-run  schools. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen  Jr.,  UM- 
COR’s  chief  executive,  said  the  inter¬ 
national  embargo  against  Haiti  “has 
been  devastating  on  the  general  popu¬ 
lation — especially  the  children.” 

Dr.  Lutgen  toured  six  mission 
stations  coordinated  by  Methodists 
in  Haiti  during  his  visit  Jan.  4-8. 

Trade  with  Haiti  has  been  re¬ 
stricted  since  a  coup  d’etat  in  Sep¬ 


tember  1991.  Since  then  the  Rev. 
Jean-Bertrand  Aristide,  the  coun¬ 
try’s  president,  has  been  in  exile. 

In  Haiti  Dr.  Lutgen  visited  Cecilia 
Manness,  the  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  assigned  to  Haiti,  and  the 
Rev.  Fede  Jean  Pierre,  top  official  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Haiti. 

"People  have  electricity  only  par¬ 
tially  during  the  day,”  he  said. 

“Running  water  was  also  a  prob¬ 
lem  in  many  cities.  Food  distribu¬ 
tion  is  becoming  more  critical.  And 
prices  are  so  high  that  people  can¬ 
not  afford  to  buy  food.” 

Dr.  Lutgen  told  the  Reporter  that 
among  the  few  places  children  can 


receive  proper  care  are  Methodist 
schools. 

“In  the  [Haitian  Methodist] 
schools,  enrollment  has  increased 
from  12,000  to  16,000,”  he  added. 

“For  most  of  those  students,  the 
only  meal  they  get  is  at  the  schools. 
However,  that  may  not  be  possible 
much  longer  because  the  church  has 
had  to  shut  down  half  of  the  canteens 
in  the  schools  due  to  lack  of  food.” 

“The  $100,000  we  have  just  ap¬ 
proved  should  last  three  months,” 
said  Dr.  Lutgen.  “Methodists  are 
one  of  the  most  vital  social  service 
arms  in  Haiti.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Quaker  Staters  become 


'voice'  of  Haitian  people 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Ten  people  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  German¬ 
town,  Pa. — a  suburb  of  Philadel¬ 
phia — have  committed  to  “be 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  Haiti” 
by  going  to  the  troubled  Caribbe¬ 
an  island  to  document  military 
violence  there. 

The  Rev.  C.  Richard  Cox, 
leader  of  the  delegation,  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  group  went  to 
Haiti  as  “civilian  observers”  un¬ 
der  auspices  of  the  Washington 
Office  on  Haiti,  an  international 
human  rights  group. 

A  member  of  the  church’s  Pen- 
insula-Delaware  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  under  special  appointment  in 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Cox  said  the 
church  group  “went  in  solidarity 
with  the  people  of  Haiti  to  reassure 
them  that  they  are  not  alone.” 

“We  wanted  to  be  there  espe- 


versary  of  the  election  of  the  Rev. 
Jean-Bertrand  Aristide,  Haiti’s 
first  democratically  elected  presi¬ 
dent,"  Mr.  Cox  explained. 

“We  took  depositions  from 
about  30  people,  ranging  from 
peasants  to  clergy,  to  document 
any  human  rights  violations.” 

“We  even  talked  to  former 
leaders  in  the  Aristide  govern¬ 
ment  who  were  in  hiding.” 

The  group  learned  that  many 
Haitians  are  being  forced  off  their 
land,  living  in  hiding,  and  are  vic¬ 
tims  of  imprisonment  and  beat¬ 
ings  at  the  hands  of  the  military. 

Mr.  Cox  said  Haitian  ministers 
told  him  that  in  12  months  there 
were  1,856  documented  and  veri¬ 
fied  political  assassinations  at 
the  hands  of  the  police. 

The  congregation  has  invited 
Haiti’s  exiled  president  to  speak 
during  a  worship  service  Feb.  2 1 . 


daily  on  Dec.  1 6,  the  second  anni- 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  BEGINNING  Summer 
1993.  Healthy,  growing  congregation.  Position 
combines  Coordinator  of  Music  Ministries,  Co¬ 
ordinator  of  Family  Ministries  (half-time  each). 
Music  Ministries  position  involves  working  with 
five  part-time  music  staff,  expanding  current  pro¬ 
grams.  Family  Ministries  emphasizes  expanding 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  is  being 
sought  by  a  growing  United  Methodist  Church 
with  average  morning  worship  attendance  of  600. 
Music  department  composed  of  14  choirs:  8 
handbell,  graded  children’s  choir  program,  junior 

small  group  ministries.  Job  description  available 
upon  request.  Salary  commensurate  with  qualifi¬ 
cations.  Send  resume  or  inquiries:  Keith  Jones, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  618  Wallace, 
Coeur  d’Alene,  ID  838 1 4. 

high  choir,  senior  high  choir,  sanctuary  choir. 
250+  persons  involved  in  music  program  in¬ 
cluding  volunteer  assistant  directors.  Brass, 
string,  and  wind  ensembles  available  to  accompa¬ 
ny  in  worship.  Director  must  be  creative  and  a 
people  person.  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  must 
be  received  by  February  1,  1993.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume,  complete  with  references  to:  Dr.  Steve 
McElroy,  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  1206 
Greenwood  Lane,  Alamogordo,  NM  88310.  We 
arc  located  at  the  base  of  the  beautiful  Sacramen¬ 
to  Mountains. 

RETURNING  MISSION  WORKER  FROM 
Mexico  looking  for  similar  position  in  U.S.  Expe¬ 
rience  in  community  development,  construction 
and  volunteer  coordination.  Available  in  June. 
Paul  Burger,  Box  6306,  Nogales,  AZ  85628. 

TOUR  SPAIN  WITH  WALLY  AND  STELL 
Chappell,  March  25-  April  9,  1993.  Holy  week 
Spanish  tradition.  Write:  6633  Santa  Anita,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  752 1 4.  Call:  (2 1 4)  696-00 1 5. 

DISCOVERY—  EUREKA  SPRINGS,  Arkansas. 
Beautiful  Ozark  Mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting.  240 
acres.  Lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe 
float  trips.  (501)  253-8367. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CONGREGATIONAL  CARE 
desired  for  a  growing  540-member  congregation 
located  on  Interstate  80,  48  miles  from  down¬ 
town  Chicago.  Would  coordinate  programs  in 
congregational  care,  new  member  visitation,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  youth  ministry.  Twenty  hours  per 
week.  Please  send  resume  and  professional  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Dr.  Rolla  Swanson,  Minooka  UMC, 
Box  340,  Minooka,  IL  60447.  (815)  467-2322. 

1991  CHEVROLET  12  PASSENGER  extended 
van.  4  feet  cargo  space  behind  rear  seat.  Dual  air 
conditioning,  dark  glass,  350  V8,  new  tires, 
31,000  miles.  $14,700.00.  Call:  Andy  Ewing 
Toyota,  (918)  687-1234. 

GREEN  HILLS  CAMP,  BARREE,  PA  seeks 
campground  manager  for  1993  camping  season 
(April-September).  Public  relations,  grounds- 
keeping  and  maintenance  duties.  Must  have  trail¬ 
er  (septic  available).  $200/week.  Call:  (8 1 4) 
669-4212. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507.  | 

.UNITED 
A  METHODIST 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  CottriU,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


FORWARD  JJV 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Bo*  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


FEBRUARY  5,  1993 


me  Conference 
Center  Campaign: 
A  Journey  In 
'Imagineering' 


Bishop  William 
Oden 

Charles  Kettering,  the  great  scientist  of  the  early  20th  Century,  said 
he  was  an  “imagineer,”  meaning  that  he  took  his  dreams  and  visioned 
images  and  engineered  them  into  reality. 

This  process  is  going  on  throughout  Louisiana  Methodism  as  the 
Conference  Center  campaign  is  getting  off  the  ground. 

The  six  million  dollar  goal  can  be  reached  by  Annual  Conference  if 
two  things  happen: 

■  We  see  the  Center  as  a  training  place  for  discipleship 
and  the  spiritual  nerve  center  for  our  conference. 

■  During  the  campaign,  every  United  Methodist  in  Loui¬ 
siana  is  told  the  story  and  given  opportunity  to  be  a  share¬ 
holder. 

Marilyn  and  I  have  made  a  sacrificial  pledge  and  we  encourage  you 
to  do  the  same. 

This  campaign  is  a  jpurney  in  “imagineering.” 


Laity  and  Clergy  Organize  To  Conduct 
Campaign  To  Raise  6  Million  Dollars 
For  Louisiana  Conference  Center  Construction 


Bishop  Kelly's  Baton  Rouge  Visit 
Sponsored  by  Wesley  Foundation 


Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  EXTREME  RIGHT,  Conference  Center  proj¬ 
ect  coordinator,  and  officers  of  the  Conference  Center  Board  dis¬ 
cuss  plans  for  the  campaign  getting  underway.  They  are,  FROM 
LEFT,  Dr.  Donald  Avery,  Alexandria  District  superintendent;  Vera 
Packer  of  Slidell  and  Dr.  Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond. 

RAIN  Will  Sponsor  Workshop 
To  Provide  AIDS  Information 
And  Patient  Care  Training 


Bishop  Kelly 


Bishop  Leon- 
tine  T.  C.  Kelly, 
retired  bishop  of 
the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  will 
be  in  Baton 
Rouge  for  a  two- 
day  speaking- 
event  and  semi¬ 
nar  sponsored  by 
Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  on  the 


Southern  University  campus.  The 
event  set  for  Feb.  16  and  17  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  theme,  “Celebrate  and 
Witness  Through  Service,  spiritual 
emphasis  for  VISION  2000. 

“Bishop  Kelly’s  amazing  insights 
filled  with  wisdom  and  experience 
should  help  us  in  our  ministry  to 
the  campus  community,”  the  Rev. 


Carolyn  A.  Stokes,  campus  minis¬ 
ter,  said. 

Dr.  Joyce  O’Rourke  is  chairper¬ 
son  for  the  event. 

Bishop  Kelly  will  speak  at  a  7 
a.m.  worship  service  at  Camphor 
UMC  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  1 6.  A  recep- 
tkm  will  be  held  after  the  service. 

She  will  have  breakfast  at  8  a.m. 
on  'Wednesday,  Feb.  17,  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  with  Confer¬ 
ence  officials,  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  ministers,  university  officials 
and  Southern  University  board  of 
directors. 

That  day  she  will  conduct  the 
seminar  at  1  p.m.  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  on  the  campus.  Also  at 
7  p.m.  Wednesday  she  will  speak  at 
a  worship  service  in  Camphor 
UMC. 


February  Conference  Calendar 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  In-Parish  Visit:  COTO  mem¬ 
bers  to  visit  assigned  first  and  second  year  candidates. 
Interview  Candidate,  District  Superintendent  and  PPR 
Committee. 

I  -3  Ministers’  Week,  SMU,  Dallas 

4  Shreveport  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  Broadmoor  UMC,  10  a.m. 

4  Alexandria  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  Newman  UMC,  10  a.m. 

5  Monroe  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  Rayville  UMC,  2:30  p.m. 

5  Ruston  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  First  UMC,  Arcadia,  2:30  p.m. 

5- 7  Senior  High  Retreat  (9th- 12th  grades).  Tall  Timbers,  Alex¬ 

andria 

6- 7  Laboratory  School,  First  UMC,  Monroe,  8  a.m.  on  6th  until 

5:30  p.m.  on  7th 

8  Lake  Charles  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  10  a.m. 

8  Acadiana  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  Church  of  the  Covenant,  Lafayette, 
4  p.m. 

9  Baton  Rouge  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  Francis  Asbury  Church,  Baton 
Rouge, 10  a.m. 

I I  North  Shore  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign,  St.  Timothy-on-the  North  Shore, 
Mandeville,  3  p.m. 

1 1  New  Orleans  District  Clergy  Meeting  for  Conference  Center 
Financial  Campaign,  St.  Matthews  Church,  Metairie, 
7  p.m. 

12-13  UMW  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee,  Tall  Timbers 
1 3  “VBS:  Which  Curriculum  Is  Best  for  Your  Church?,” 

First  UMC,  Alexandria,  9:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

15  Counseling  Elders  Training  Event,  Shreveport,  Ruston  and 

Monroe  Districts,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

1 5-Mar.  1  Bishop’s  Consultation  with  District  Superintendents 

16  Counseling  Elders  Training  Event,  Acadiana,  Alexandria 

and  Lake  Charles  Districts,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  9 
a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

1 7  Counseling  Elders  Training  Event,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Or¬ 

leans  and  North  Shore  Districts,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

17-18  Cabinet  Meeting 

1 8  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Review  Meeting 
19-21  National  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders, 

Simpsonwood,  Norcross,  GA. 

24  Ash  Wednesday 

25-28  Cursillo  No.  32,  Tall  Timbers 

28  First  Sunday  in  Lent 


The  Regional  AIDS  Interfaith 
Network  (RAIN)  and  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  United  Methodist 
churches  will  sponsor  a  one-day 
workshop  Saturday,  Feb.  13,  at 
Cornerstone  UMC,  5276  Bullard 
Ave.,  New  Orleans. 

The  event  is  planned  for  individ¬ 
uals  interested-in  understanding  the 
problems  of  AIDS  patients. 

Training  in  the  care  of  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients  also  is  part  of  the  program. 

Scheduled  to  begin  at  9  a.m.,  the 
workshop  will  conclude  at  3  p.m. 

Speakers  will  include  medical 
professionals,  pastors  and  persons 
living  with  AIDS  and  their  care¬ 
givers. 

The  specific  goal  of  the  workshop 
is  to  “educate  people,  especially 
Christians,  about  AIDS,  and  how  to 
provide  care  teams  to  help  AIDS 
victims.” 

Workshop  coordinators  are  Dr. 
Anita  Crump,  chair  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  Council  of  Ministries, 
and  Dr.  Joseph  Awotwi,  chair, 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 

Publicity  is  being  arranged  by  Dr. 
Sarah  S.  Kreutziger. 

The  event  is  free  and  open  to  the 
public. 

For  reservations  or  additional  in¬ 


formation  call  the  office  of  the  Rev. 
George  Duerson,  New  Orleans  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  504/488-5430. 

In  Jesus’  time  many  individuals 
were  avoided  and  shunned  because 
they  had  leprosy.  Fear  and  igno¬ 
rance  prevented  those  in  the  com¬ 
munity  who  could  have  helped 
them  from  doing  so. 

Fear  of  becoming  “unclean”  or  of 
“catching”  this  dread  disease  kept 
even  friends  and  relatives  away.  Ev¬ 
eryone,  that  is,  except  Jesus.  He 
spoke  to  them,  healed  them,  loved 
them. 

Today,  the  same  dynamics  often 
prevail,  the  workshop  planners  said. 
People  with  AIDS  are  avoided  be¬ 
cause  persons  feel  they  might 
“catch”  it.  People  feel  the  disease’s 
physical  contagion  and  fear  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  their  association  with  the 
hurt  and  pain. 

But  the  Lord  steps  in  again.  In 
Matthew  25:37-40,  he  tells  us  that 
what  we  do  “for  the  least  of  these, 
you  do  for  me.”  He  tells  people  to¬ 
day  to  be  with  people  who  need 
help,  just  as  He  is  there  for  us  when 
we  need  him. 

Those  who  would  respond  to  this 
plea  are  invited  to  attend  the  work¬ 
shop. 


Bishops'  Spouses  Visit  Lafon  Home 


PHOTOS  BV  Olt.  SARAH  KREUTIZEGER 

While  their  husbands  met  recently  in  New  Orleans,  wives  of  bish¬ 
ops  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  friends  visited  residents  of 
Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Mackie  Norris,  New 
Mexico-Northwest  Texas  Conference;  Sylvia  Cook,  wife  of  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  Dillard  University;  Marilyn  Oden,  Louisiana  Conference, 
and  Amy  Ward,  Lafon  board  member. 


Louisiana  Conference  laity  and 
clergy  are  getting  organized  to  begin 
the  official  campaign  to  raise  $6 
million  for  the  construction  of  a 
Conference  Center  on  400  acres  of 
woodlands  near  Woodworth  in  Ra¬ 
pides  Parish,  Dr.  Harvey  William¬ 
son,  project  coordinator,  and  Dr. 
Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Center 
Board  president,  announced. 

Theme  for  the  conference-wide 
project  is  “Building  Together:  Cen¬ 
tering  Our  Faith.” 

Lay  persons  leading  the  campaign 
are  Luther  Jordan,  chair,  and  O. 
Fred  Loy,  co-chair.  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  is  honorary  chair. 

Clergy  cochairpersons  are  the 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  pastor  of  Wes¬ 
ley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Firm  Selected 

The  firm  of  Ward,  Dreshman  and 
Reinhardt  has  been  selected  to  give 
counsel  and  direct  the  Conference 
through  the  campaign.  Louisianians 
will  be  working  with  Dr.  Rodney 
Williams,  president,  and  William 
Ralston,  campaign  director. 

During  February,  clergy  in  each 
district  are  to  meet.  In  March,  lead¬ 
ership  training  rallies  for  the  laity 
will  be  held  in  each  district. 

Officially  initiating  the  campaign 
will  be  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Rally  to  be  held  in  Alexandria 
March  6  at  the  Rapides  Coliseum.' 
Planned  are  a  series  of  meetings 
and  events  to  inform  all  individuals 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  about 
the  campaign. 

Finished  by  June 

“It  is  scheduled  to  be  successfully 
concluded  by  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  June  when  we  plan  to  have  a 
victory  celebration,”  Williamson 
said. 

Large  gifts  will  be  solicited  early 
to  get  the  campaign  off  to  a  good 
start,  Williamson  mentioned.  Jor¬ 
dan  and  Loy  will  also  work  on  that 
phase  of  the  project. 

Other  Conference  chairpersons 
for  the  Conference-wide  effort  will 
be:  Speakers’  Bureau,  Judge  Carl  E. 
Stewart  Sr.;  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  pub¬ 
licity;  Carolyn  Dove,  rally;  Dr. 
Nancy  Carruth,  memorial  gifts,  and 
Claudia  Hathorn,  spiritual  empha¬ 
sis;  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  auditor/ 
treasurer,  and  the  Rev.  C.  Richard 
Hoffpauir,  Cabinet  representative. 

District  Committees 

A  large  number  of  persons  will  be 
involved  as  there  are  also  district 


campaign  committees  and  clusters 
each  with  a  clergy  and  lay  chair  and 
local  church  committees. 

Conference  Center  Board  offi¬ 
cers,  serving  with  Matheny  are:  Dr. 
Donald  Avery  and  Vera  Packer. 

Currently  underway  is  a  major 
project  of  cleaning  the  selected 
Conference  Center  acreage  south  of 
Alexandria.  A  dam  will  be  build  be¬ 
hind  which  a  lake  will  form. 

To  be  built  during  the  first  phase 
is  a  multi-purpose  building,  three 
lodges,  a  chapel  and  support  build¬ 
ings.  Also  included  will  be  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  area  for  roads, 
lighting,  sewage  and  water. 

Site  Selected  in  1990 

In  March  of  1990,  Bishop  Oden 
presided  over  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Cabinet,  the  Conference  Board  of 
Trustees,  the  Council  on  Ministries 
Executive  Committee,  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration,  and  representatives  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Laity. 

Those  official  representatives 
heard  a  feasibility  study  on  two 
pieces  of  property  under  consider¬ 
ation  for  a  Conference  Center. 
About  $250,000  was  available  for 
the  Center  from  three  different 
funds. 

The  representative  group  decided 
to  recommend  the  property  near 
Woodworth,  1.8  miles  from  High¬ 
way  1-49  exchange. 

Inclusive  Fellowship 

The  Conference  Center  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  meeting  place  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  unified,  inclusive 
fellowship  among  the  members  of 
the  Annual  Conference.  To  be  pro¬ 
vided  will  be  opportunities  for  the 
enrichment  of  the  spiritual  life  of 
individuals  and  the  Conference  as  a 
whole. 

By  providing  a  central  location, 
year-round  scheduling  and  readily 
available  resources,  the  center  will 
allow  individuals  and  churches  to 
enjoy  a  special  time  for  meditation, 
prayer,  contemplation  and  spiritual 
development. 

Retreats,  Meetings 

Many  of  the  retreats,  meetings, 
youth  gatherings,  training  sessions 
and  other  events  currently  held  in 
centers  operated  by  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  and  planned  around  their 
schedules,  will  be  held  in  our  own 
United  Methodist  center. 

In  addition  to  the  larger  meet¬ 
ings,  the  center  will  be  available  for 
several  smaller  groups  at  one  time. 

The  1992  Annual  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  the  campaign  to  raise  funds 
to  build  the  Conference  Center. 


Importance  of  Pre-Certification 
And  When  to  File  Insurance  Claims 

There  has  been  some  misunderstanding  concerning  two  items  in  the  Em¬ 
ployee  Benefit  Services  Inc.,  group  hospitalization  plan,  Dr.  Stone  Cara¬ 
way,  mentioned. 

He  issued  the  following  information  to  help  clarify  these  issues. 

■  All  claims  incurred  during  a  calendar  year  should  be  filed  as  soon  as 
reasonably  possible,  but  must  be  filed  before  March  31  of  the  following 
year.  Any  claim  not  filed  by  that  time  will  be  denied. 

■  All  inpatient  hospital  admissions  must  be  pre-certified  by  calling  the 
pre-certification  number  listed  on  each  person’s  ID  card.  This  call  may  be 
made  by  the  patient,  a  family  member,  the  doctor’s  office  or  the  hospital, 
but  the  final  responsibility  rests  with  the  patient. 

This  call  must  be  made  prior  to  the  admission.  If  admission  is  necessary 
on  an  emergency  basis  pre-certification  is  required  within  48  hours  or  on 
the  first  business  day  following  weekend  or  holiday  admissions. 

There  is  a  penalty  that  will  be  assessed  for  failure  to  comply.  If  the  pa¬ 
tient  remains  in  the  hospital  longer  than  the  approved  number  of  days,  the 
additional  days  must  also  be  pre-certified. 

The  above  applies  to  inpatient  admission  only  and  does  not  include  vis¬ 
its  to  the  hospital  or  hospital  emergency  room  on  an  outpatient  basis.  If, 
however,  outpatient  status  changes  to  inpatient,  the  above  regulations  per¬ 
taining  to  emergency  conditions  will  apply. 

'Marriage  Forever  Only'  Set  During  Valentine  Month 


Greeting  Lafon  Home  residents  are  Etta  Mae  Mutti,  Missouri  Con¬ 
ference,  and  LaVelle  Owen,  South  West  Texas  Conference. 


A  series  on  marriage  enrichment 
at  Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
will  begin  Sunday  ,  Feb.  7,  at 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
where  the  Rev.  John  H.  Johns  is  the 
pastor. 

The  series  on  “Marriage  Forever 


Only,”  will  be  part  of  the  regular 
6:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Worship 
Service,  Rosalie  Pinson,  communi¬ 
cations  coordinator,  said.  A  video¬ 
taped  study  will  be  shown  and  Jeff 
Stockton,  a  lay  member,  will  lead 
discussions. 


Faith  forum 
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Coming:  The  season 
we  shouldn't  neglect 


Coming  soon — starting  Feb. 
24 — the  season  Christians  love  to 
neglect:  Lent. 

Explanations  for  such  neglect 
aren’t  hard  to  determine.  To  our 
guilt-free,  quick-fix  culture,  an  ex¬ 
tended  religious  season  that  focuses 
on  Jesus’  demanding  call  to  repent 
and  follow  Him  has  no  “sizzle” — 
even  for  some  Christians. 

In  place  of  “sizzle,"  however. 
Lent  offers  that  for  which  people  of 
our  time  increasingly  hunger:  spiri¬ 
tual  substance.  That  substance  be¬ 
comes  more  apparent  when 
committed  Christians  grasp  1)  the 
season's  relevance  for  our  time  and 
2)  its  urgency  as  an  essential  part  of 
God’s  good  news. 

First,  Lent’s  emphasis  on  spiritu¬ 
al  and  moral  renewal  counteracts 
the  pervasive  hopelessness  and 
anxiety  of  our  times.  Those  atti¬ 
tudes  result  in  part  from  the  com¬ 
bined  threats  of  violent  crime,  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse,  and  the  growing 
gap  between  rich  and  poor. 

Moreover,  how  many  people — 
including  Christians — do  you  know 
who  say  they  feel  their  lives  are 
“out  of  control"? 

Burdened  by  overstuffed,  self-seek¬ 
ing  schedules  or  by  debilitating  con¬ 
sumer  debt,  many  of  us  sense  our 
separation  from  God’s  intention  for 
disciplined-yet-abundant  life. 

Lent  confronts  these  ills  with  a 
six-week  challenge  to  reflect  on  our 
predicaments  and  on  our  Lord’s 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 
I'm  staggered  UMs  think 
of  boycotting  Colorado 


I  was  disappointed  to  read  that  six 
United  Methodist  groups  have  asked 
that  the  church’s  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference  be  moved  from  Colorado  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  15  and  22). 

It  staggers  my  mind  that,  in  the 
face  of  serious  issues  concerning 
moral  decay  in  our  nation,  our  de¬ 
nomination  would  even  suggest  a 
secondary  boycott  in  a  state  that 
had  the  good  sense  not  to  create  an¬ 
other  “protected  class"  in  our  soci¬ 
ety.  The  signal  that  a  boycott  sends 
has  nothing  to  do  with  inclusive¬ 
ness,  but  everything  to  do  with  not 
having  a  moral  compass  in  this  de¬ 
nomination. 

Please,  fellow  United  Methodists, 
let’s  get  down  to  the  essential  issues 
facing  our  church  and  our  country, 
and  leave  the  social  engineering  to 
others. 

Larry  Carroll 
Chatham,  Illinois 

I'm  astounded 

It  was  with  disbelief  and  indigna¬ 
tion  that  I  read  Denise  Johnson  Sto¬ 
vall’s  article  titled  “Moving 
church’s  ’96  meeting  from  Colorado 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  not  judge  by  appearances, 
but  judge  with  right  judgment.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  John  8:12) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  7 
Monday:  Psalms  1 12:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 12:6-10 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  58:  l-9a 
Thursday:  Isaiah  58:9b-12 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  2:1-12 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  2:13-16 
Sunday:  Matthew  5: 1 3-20 


corresponding  call  to  adopt  a  new 
way  of  life. 

That  new  way  is  rooted  in  God’s 
promises:  hope  and  assurance  for 
all  who  confess  their  sins  and  ear¬ 
nestly  seek  God’s  will  as  revealed  in 
Jesus’  life,  death  and  resurrection. 

Second,  Lent’s  urgency  relates  di¬ 
rectly  to  our  time’s  secular  mindset. 
Simply  put,  we  glorify  human  effort 
and  minimize  dependence  on  God. 

By  dramatizing  Jesus’  remarkable 
Other-centered  life,  Lent  illumi¬ 
nates  the  sin  of  our  self-centered- 
ness.  With  that  recognition  comes  a 
vision  which  stresses  that  we,  too, 
can  live  richer,  fuller  lives  by  serv¬ 
ing,  and  thereby  seeing,  Christ  in 
the  needs  of  others. 

Based  on  these  insights,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  taking  steps  to  reclaim 
Lent  as  a  vital  part  of  our  life  in 
Christ  can  revitalize  the  community 
of  faith  and  significantly  expand  its 
impact. 

There’s  still  time  for  you  and 
your  congregation  to  prepare  for  a 
Lenten  observance  in  1993.  For 
starters  we  offer  two  suggestions: 

■  Begin  immediately  to  pray  and 
plan  with  others  about  ways  to  engage 
in  active,  disciplined,  group-support¬ 
ed  self-examination  and  confession 
during  the  40  days  of  Lent. 

■  Consider  undertaking  a  responsi¬ 
bility — such  as  volunteering  to  work 
in  a  soup  kitchen  or  a  shelter  for 
homeless  people — that  forgets  self 
and  serves  others. 


asked”  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15). 

It  is  simply  astounding  to  me  that 
leaders  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  can  bow  down  to  the  radi- 
callyliberal  ideals  that  the  gay-les¬ 
bian  community  is  pushing. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  the  United 
Methodist  groups  mentioned  in  your 
article  will  prayerfully  consider  keep¬ 
ing  the  1996  General  Conference  in 
the  state  of  Colorado. 

Kenneth  C.  Dickeson 
Midland,  Texas 

I'm  saddened 

I’m  saddened  by  the  division  in 
our  faith  over  abortion.  We  live  in 
an  era  where  people  are  able  to  jus¬ 
tify  their  actions  to  themselves  and 
others.  Nobody  wants  to  live  with 
the  consequences  of  their  actions, 
forgetting  that  they  are  not  hidden 
from  God  (Psalms  69:5). 

The  fact  remains  that  abortion 
has  become  widely  used  as  a  birth 
control  option  (see  the  story  on  Joy- 
celyn  Elders  in  UMR,  Jan.  15). 

When  science  can’t  agree  on  the 
point  at  which  life  actually  begins, 
how  then  can  the  children  of  God 
take  it  upon  themselves  to  decide 
that  they  have  the  authority  to 
make  such  a  critical  determination? 

The  bottom  line  is  that  God  will 
have  the  final  say  in  the  end.  I  won¬ 
der  though,  how  a  person  who  re¬ 
ceived  life  through  Christ  can 
choose  death  for  someone  else. 

D.  L.  Kuykendall 
Stilwell,  Oklahoma 

Nurture  laypeople 

Everybody  has  a  theory  about  the 
declining  membership.  I  believe  the 
preachers  have  emphasized  Jesus  as 
a  preacher  to  the  exclusion  of  Him 
as  a  teacher  and  healer.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  in  the  pew  needs  to  be  nurtured 
and  inspired  to  participate  in  the 
outreach  ministry  of  the  church. 
John  Wesley  said:  the  World  is  my 
parish. 

Virginia  Turrentine 
Shelbyville,  Tennessee 


A  flare-up  over  the  UMC's  symbol 


No  more  'burning  cross' 

By  F.  RICHARD  GARLAND 

I’m  having  second  thoughts  about  the  cross  and  flame  as 
the  symbol  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

When  it  was  first  adopted  in  the  1960s,  I  liked  it— 
a  lot.  The  stylized  flame  and  cross  were  distinctive. 

The  color  appealed  to  me.  I  felt  that  our  new  United 
Methodist  Church  needed  an  identifying  mark. 

Soon  the  symbol  appeared  everywhere  in 
Methodism:  on  stationery  and  buildings,  on 
bulletins  and  award  certificates,  even  on  j 
jewelry.  A 

I’m  not  sure  when  my  first  mis-  -  ^ 

giving  began. 

It  might  have  been  with  a  cross¬ 
shaped  fire  pit  at  Camp  Aldersgate 
in  the  Southern  New  England  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  where  campers 
once  sat  around  a  flaming  cross 
for  evening  vespers.  I  remember 
thinking,  “Burning  crosses  are  not 
good  symbols  for  Christian  devo¬ 
tion,”  and  I  made  enough  noise 
about  it  that  the  site  was  aban¬ 
doned.  Few  know  today  where  the 
fire  pit  was  located. 

Sometime  after  that  I  remember 
making  the  connection  between 
that  offensive  fire  pit  and  our 
church’s  flame  and  cross.  A  seed 
of  disquiet  had  been  planted. 

Just  recently  word  has  come 
that  Ku  Klux  Klan  groups  in  Kansas 
City  have  been  using  our  symbol  in 
their  promotional  materials.  I  am 
deeply  offended  and  very  worried. 

Our  church  must  never,  never,  never  be  asso¬ 
ciated  in  any  way  with  the  purveyors  of  prejudice,  bigot 
ry  and  hate.  A  unique  symbol  has  been  defaced,  but  it 
may  have  been  flawed  from  the  beginning. 

There  is,  of  course,  warrant  in  Scripture  for  the  symbols 
of  the  flame  and  the  cross.  So  we  are  faced  with  a  real  dilemma. 
Do  we  hold  fast  to  the  best  these  symbols  represent?  Or  do  we 
acknowledge  that  one  bigoted  group  can  spoil 
our  best  efforts  to  identify  who  we  are? 

I  don’t  have  a  ready  answer  for  such  ques¬ 
tions,  but  I  am  troubled.  And  I  do  know  this: 

People  of  faith  are  obligated  to  speak 
boldly  for  the  causes  of  justice  and  reconcil¬ 
iation.  If  that  means  choosing  another  sym¬ 
bol  to  identify  who  we  are,  then  so  be  it! 

The  Rev.  F.  Richard 
Garland  is  pastor  of 
Mathewson  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island 
(Southern  New  England 
Annual  Conference). 


UNIT 


FaithLine= 


Do  you  favor  a  new  symbol  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  as  proposed  by  a  Rhode 
Island  pastor?  Why  or  why  not? 

Send  your  responses  by  mail,  fax  or  tele¬ 
phone. 

Mail  written  responses  to  “FaithLine,"  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275  or  fax  to  214-630-0079. 

To  record  your  response  on  our  answering 
machine,  call  2 1 4-6  3CF-6499.  Please  leave  your 
full  name  and  telephone  number. 

Responses  must  be  received  by  noon  Feb. 
10  to  be  considered  for  publication. 


Defend  OUR  'cross  and  flame' 

By  EDWIN  H.  MAYNARD 

The  cross  and  flame  is  our  emblem.  Let’s  defend  it! 

The  fact  that  someone  else  recognizes  a  good  logo  and  tries  to 
steal  it  is  no  reason  to  abandon  something  that  clearly  identifies 
United  Methodism. 

The  symbol  has  been  registered  as 
a  “service  mark,”  the  non-commer¬ 
cial  equivalent  of  a  trade  mark,  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  has 
responsibility  to  protect  it  from  im¬ 
proper  use  (Book  of  Discipline,  Para¬ 
graph  1906.16). 

No  other  organization  of  any  sort 

Hhas  the  right  to  use  it. 

Ours  is  a  Christian  symbol.  In  no 
way  was  it  ever  intended  to  represent 
cross-burning  or  any  other  desecra¬ 
tion  of  what  we  hold  sacred. 

Note  that  in  the  design  the  flame 
and  the  cross,  while  close,  are  physi¬ 
cally  separated  (see  accompanying 
art  at  left).  It  is  a  cross  and  flame,  not 
a  burning  cross.  While  the  logo  was 
never  officially  named,  people  spon¬ 
taneously  began  to  call  it  "the  cross 
and  flame.” 

As  editorial  director  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Interpretation  in  1968,  I  was 
assigned  to  work  with  the  art  direc¬ 
tor,  Edward  J.  Mikula,  to  create  an 
official  insigne  for  our  new  denomi¬ 
nation  at  the  direction  of  the  Uniting 
Conference. 

Our  design  drew  upon  established  Christian  symbolism  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  theological  perspectives.  Our  aim  was  to  make  it  simple,  strong, 
and  instantly  recognizable.  I  think  we  succeeded.  The  symbol  is  wide¬ 
ly  recognized  as  representing  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

After  formal  adoption  on  Oct.  1,  1968,  the  cross  and  flame  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  November  on  the  front  cover  of  the  magazine,  “Methodist 
Story-Spotlight”  (now  “Interpreter”).  It  was  described  in  these  words: 

“In  the  new  insigne,  the  traditional  Christian  symbol  of  the  cross 
is  combined  with  the  flame.  Thus  it  relates  the  church  to  God  the 
Father  by  way  of  the  second  and  third  persons  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
...  As  one  of  several  representations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  [the  flame]  is  associated  especially  with 
Pentecost,  when  witnesses  saw  ‘tongues  as  of  fire 
distributed  and  resting  on  each  of  them’  (Acts 
2:3).  An  emphasis  on  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  feature  of  Wesleyan  theology.” 

Our  symbol  stands  solidly  in  the  tradition  of 
the  Christian  faith.  Let’s  honor  it,  use  jt,  and  de¬ 
fend  it  from  wrong  use. 
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Edwin  H.  Maynard  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  is  retired 
from  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


Here  I  StancL 


Let's  consider  a  real  witness  in  Denver  in  '96 


By  DONALD  E.  MESSER 

Presume  for  a  moment  that  cur¬ 
rent  “boycott-Colorado”  efforts 
fail,  that  the  church’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  held  in  Denver  in  1996 
and  that  United  Methodists  genu¬ 
inely  are  concerned  about  standing 
in  solidarity  with  gays  and  lesbians. 

What  are  some  things  the  church 
could  do  to  lend  substance  to  our 
civil  rights  resolutions? 

We  could  dare  to  listen 

We  could: 

■  Dare  actually  to  listen  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  feel  oppressed  by  the 
church  instead  of  denying  Affirma¬ 
tion,  the  unofficial  caucus  repre¬ 
senting  United  Methodist  gays  and 
lesbians,  an  opportunity  to  speak  on 
the  floor  as  we  did  last  year  in  Lou¬ 
isville,  Ky.  If  we  go  to  another  city 
we  will  probably  maintain  our  hy¬ 
pocrisy  of  proclaiming  civil  rights 
but  actually  prohibiting  freedom  of 
speech! 

■  Invite  Colorado  gay  and  lesbi¬ 
an  choruses  to  sing  and  to  share  our 
worship,  fellowship  and  friendship. 
We  could  welcome  the  choirs’  direc¬ 
tors  and  members,  some  of  whom 
have  been  denied  (or  even  dis¬ 
missed)  from  employment  and  in- 
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HerelStand"  is  a  forum  through 
” ”  which  Reporter  read¬ 

ers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 
The  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Messer  is  president 

_ of  United  Methodist- 

related  llifi  School  of  Theology  in  Denver 
and  is  a  clergy  member  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  " Here  I 
Stand/'  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 

volvement  in  United  Methodist 
churches. 

■  Sponsor  a  commemorative  ser¬ 
vice  for  people  with  AIDS  instead 
of  relegating  it  to  the  fringes  of 
General  Conference  as  has  been  our 
custom.  We  could  take  a  special  col¬ 
lection  to  help  people  struggling 
with  the  disease. 

I  fear  that  the  good  intentions  of 
those  who  advocate  that  United 
Methodists  boycott  Colorado  will 
be  subverted  by  moving  General 
Conference  to  a  state  with  no  histo¬ 
ry  of  legislation  protecting  homo¬ 
sexual  people. 

Yes,  Colorado’s  Amendment  2, 
adopted  last  fall,  struck  down  laws 
in  Denver,  Boulder  and  Aspen  spe¬ 
cifically  protecting  homosexuals’ 
civil  rights.  Amendment  2  also  out¬ 
laws  any  future  similar  legislation. 

Consequently,  Amendment  2 
could  mean  a  loss  of  employment  or 
housing  for  gays  and  lesbians  in 
Colorado.  But  in  24  other  states  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  between 
consenting  adults  may  result  in  im¬ 
prisonment!  This  doesn’t  make 
Amendment  2  justifiable,  but  it 
should  prompt  us  all  to  champion 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  everywhere 
and  not  just  target  Colorado. 


While  contemplating  positive  ef¬ 
forts  for  1996,  the  church  now 
could  join  as  a  signatory  friend  in 
the  lawsuit  which  contends  that 
Amendment  2  is  unconstitutional. 

Instead  of  attempting  to  break  our 
commitment  to  come  to  Colorado 
for  the  next  General  Conference,  our 
witness  of  solidarity  will  be  stronger 
if  we  join  in  the  expensive  legal  battle 
for  gay  and  lesbian  rights. 

For  Christians,  boycotts  should  be 
“weapons”  of  last  resort.  They  often 
hurt  those  we  want  to  help  the  most. 
They  shouldn’t  be  advocated  until  all 
other  means  of  education,  persuasion 
and  legal  avenues  are  exhausted. 

Anyway,  the  whole  issue  of  boy¬ 
cotting  seems  moot,  since  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  1988  voted  that 
“only  the  General  Conference  shall 
be  empowered  to  initiate  a  boycott 
in  the  name  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.” 

This  means  that  the  General  Con¬ 


ference  has  to  convene  in  1996 — in 
Denver  unless  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  exerts  its 
power  to  change  the  site — before  it 
can  authorize  boycotting  Denver! 

A  greater  witness 

It  would  be  a  far  greater  witness 
for  United  Methodism  if  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  were  to  come  to  Col¬ 
orado  and  join  the  struggle  to 
overthrow  Amendment  2. 

I  concur  with  former  President 
Jimmy  Carter,  a  global  champion  of 
human  rights,  when  he  declared  that 
he  would  not  join  the  boycott  against 
Amendment  2.  He  said  that  when  his 
state  fought  discrimination  and  segre¬ 
gation,  people  from  the  outside  came 
in  and  helped  in  the  civil  rights  strug¬ 
gle  rather  than  boycott  Georgia. 

I  hope  United  Methodists  will 
not  flee  like  Jonah  to  Tarshish  but 
will  join  us  in  singing  “We  Shall 
Overcome”  in  Colorado. 


The  Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service  has  professional 
personnel,  skilled  in  fundraising,  who  are  here  for  you. 

Call  them  to  achieve  increased  giving  for: 

•  annual  operating  budgets 

•  mission  outreach 

•  capital  funds  to  build  or  renovate 
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Write  or  Phone: 

The  Office  of  Finance  &  Field  Service 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 
(212)  870-3837 


"We 

exceeded 
ourgifts 
and  pledges 
...A  definite 
success!" 

— Mrs.  Judy  Brady 
Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church 
Harlingen,  TX 
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BISHOP  BETHEA  GOES  HOME: 

;  United  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph  Bethea  left  a 
1  Columbia,  S.C.,  hospital 
1  Jan.  21,  nearly  nine  weeks 
:  after  a  stabbing  attack. 

;  Bishop  Bethea,  60,  presi- 
:  dent  of  the  churchwide 
:  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  said 
prayers  and  expressions  of 
;  concern  were  “an  impor- 
:  tant  part  of  my  recovery.”  Bishop  Bethea 
At  a  preliminary  hearing  six  days  later,  criminal 
charges  in  connection  with  the  attack  on  the 
bishop  were  dropped  against  Morris  Cunning¬ 
ham,  a  30-year-old  Columbia  resident.  Police 
said  they  had  no  physical  evidence  linking  Mr. 
Cunningham  to  the  crime,  but  Chief  Charles  P. 
Austin  said  they  have  ruled  out  no  suspects,  in¬ 
cluding  Mr.  Cunningham. 

RECOMMITMENT  TO  RUSSIA:  An 

official  delegation  of  United  Methodist  leaders, 

.  including  two  bishops,  which  recently  visited 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  leaders  in  Moscow 
announced  on  its  return  that  joint  committees 
will  be  established  for  the  two  churches  to  ad¬ 
dress  “issues  of  mutual  collaboration.”  During 
a  meeting  with  Alexy  II,  Patriarch  of  Moscow 
and  head  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  the 
|  group  discussed  United  Methodist  humanitar- 
;  ian  aid,  congregational  development  and  the 
.  new  United  Methodist  episcopal  office  in  Mos¬ 
cow.  The  episcopal  office  is  headed  by  Bishop 
Ruediger  Minor,  formerly  of  East  Germany. 

ANTI-ABORTION  PROTEST:  a  Jan 

22  worship  service  drew  about  75  opponents  of 
abortion  to  the  United  Methodist  Building  in 
Washington,  according  to  estimates  by  sponsors 
:  of  the  event.  Gathered  in  the  building’s  Simp¬ 
son  Memorial  Chapel,  worshipers  marked  the 
anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court’s  1973  Roe 
vs.  Wade  decision  legalizing  abortion.  The  Rev. 
Connie  Roland-Alt,  pastor  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  preached 
at  the  service.  She  characterized  the  struggles  that 
are  being  waged  in  the  church  and  the  broader  so¬ 
ciety  over  abortion  and  other  moral  questions  as 
“the  mother  of  all  battles.”  Ms.  Roland-Alt  is 
president  of  Delaware  Clergy  for  Life. 

CLERGY  WOMAN  VISITS  POPE: 

Pope  John'  Paul  II’s  recent  audience  with  the 
Rev.  Kathleen  M.  Richardson,  president  of  the 
(British)  Methodist  Conference,  is  believdd-to 
be  the  first  in  which  a  pope  received^ a  woman 
as  head  of  a  church.  The  event  included  presen¬ 
tation  of  a  rare  1 9th-century  Newcastle  Pottery 
bust  of  John  Wesley  to  the  pope  and  his  gift  of  a 
(  facsimile  copy  of  an  early  manuscript  of  the 
Epistles  of  Peter. 

DRUG  CRITICIZED:  A  United  Method- 
!  ist  clergywoman  recently  co-founded  a  coalition 
aimed  at  educating  church  members  about  psy- 
__  chiatric  drugs.  Specifically,  the  group  has  target- 
—  ed  the  antidepressant  drug,  Prozac.  The  Rev. 
Nancy  Joan  Ranney,  co-founder  of  the  Psychiat¬ 
ric  Drugs  Awareness  Coalition,  linked  the  drug 
to  “numerous  suicides,  murders  and  other  vio¬ 
lence,  including  my  own  daughter’s  suicide.” 
.<  Ms.  Ranney,  pastor  of  Aldersgate  United  Meth- 
r.  odist  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  says  the  drug  should  be 
:  taken  off  the  market. 

’  Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Riot-scene  one  year  later: 
Where  go  Shalom  Zones'? 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES— This  ques¬ 
tion  hit  home  in  mid-January  for 
some  clergy  and  laity  in  United 
Methodism’s  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference: 

How  have  last  year's  Los  Ange¬ 
les  riots  changed  your  ministry? 

Confronting  them  with  that 
question  were  members  of  the 
church’s  12-member  national 
“Shalom  Zone”  committee. 

The  committee  met  in  Los  An¬ 
geles — the  nation’s  second  larg¬ 
est  city— to  determine  the 
church’s  national-level  response 
to  the  deaths  and  destruction 
that  followed  the  not-guilty  ver¬ 
dict  in  the  trials  of  Los  Angeles 
police  accused  of  beating  Rodney 
King. 

Voted  last  May 

Last  May  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  as 
a  part  of  the  church’s  response, 
the  1992  General  Conference 
voted  to  establish  ministries  of 
reconciliation  in  Los  Angeles. 

These  are  to  be  called  “Shalom 
[shah-LOAM,  the  Hebrew  word 
for  "peace"]  Zones." 

For  United  Methodist  pur¬ 
poses,  “Shalom  Zone”  is  defined 
as  a  designated  area  in  an  urban 
environment  in  which  the  church 
enters  into  a  covenant  with  the 
indigenous  people  to  create  “a 
community  of  shalom." 

Mission  evangelism  is  to  be  an 
essential  part  of  the  program,  as 
well  as  inter-ethnic  dialogue. 

The  national  committee  met  to 
determine  which  specific  Los  An- 
geles-area  sites  are  to  both  identi¬ 
fied  and  funded  as  the  church’s 
official  response  sites. 

Los  Angeles  is  expected  to  be¬ 
come  a  prototype  for  similar 
ministries  in  other  cities. 

During  the  three-day  attempt 
to  convert  the  concept  into  ac¬ 
tion,  the  committee: 

■  Met  with  Bishop  Roy  1. 
Sano  (Los  Angeles  Area)  and  the 
entire  cabinet  of  the  California- 
Pacific  Conference  concerning 
ministries  of  “shalom”  they  have 
helped  establish  in  Los  Angeles 
County; 

■  Visited  some  10  mission 
programs  that  model  the  shalom 
concept  and  learned  of  plans  for 
others; 

■  Listened  to  city  officials, 
representatives  of  “Rebuild  LA” 
and  prominent  United  Method¬ 
ist  members  tell  how  the  church 
must  be  sensitive  to  the  demo¬ 
graphics,  economics  and  politics 
of  the  area. 

A  three-member  task  force  will 
develop  criteria  for  the  zones, 
and  the  total  committee  will 


meet  again  this  spring  with  Los 
Angeles  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  to  determine  which  ministries 
will  be  officially  designated  as 
“Shalom  Zones.” 

Bishops'  backing  sought 

The  committee  is  asking  the 
church’s  Council  of  Bishops  to 
back  their  plan  through  three 
measures: 

✓  A  church-wide  bishops’  fi¬ 
nancial  appeal  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 
An  appeal  was  first  made  last 
spring  through  "Communities  of 
Shalom,”  Advance  No.  742566-0; 

/  Recommitment  to  urban 
ministries; 

/  Renewal  leaves  in  urban  ar¬ 
eas  for  United  Methodist  bishops 
and  district  superintendents. 

"We  said  during  the  last  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  meeting  that  we 
wanted  to  evangelize  the  poor,” 
said  committee  chairman  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Area). 

“This  would  be  a  tremendous 
training  for  us.” 

Bishop  Sano  added  that  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodists  need  to  reclaim 
the  cities. 

“Historically,”  he  said,  “the 
denomination  has  been  a  rural 
church.  Now  our  members  are 
now  mostly  from  urban  areas.” 

Realizing  that  churchwide 
funds  may  come  to  the  initial 
Los  Angeles-area  programs  near¬ 
ly  a  year  after  the  riots,  the  group 
did  not  want  to  promise  national 
grants  to  churches  without  pre¬ 
cise  criteria  for  the  awards  and 
without  strong  backing  from  the 
denomination. 

Patricia  Morton,  an  interna¬ 
tional  developer  who  attends 
Bethany-Calvary  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Milwaukee,  said, 
“If  this  committee  is  to  be  seen 
as  a  pot  of  money  that  the  rich 
pour  in  and  the  poor  fight  over, 
it  may  destroy  the  church. 

“I  see  Communities  of  Shalom 
as  redemptive  transformations. 
And  they  start  by  opening  peo¬ 
ple's  eyes. 

"This  is  really  the  City  of  An¬ 
gels.  I  saw  possibilities  waiting  to 
happen.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Above,  the  Rev.  Hyun  Seung  Yang,  pastor  of  Yet  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  invites  National  Shalom  Zone  committee  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  Korean  American  Food  and  Shelter  Services 
distribution  trailer.  Nearly  1,000  Korean  victims  of  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  riots  have  received  food  and  social  service  referrals 
there. 

Right,  Jesus  Carreno  displays  a  sign  he  painted  for  the  Cen¬ 
tro  Shalom  outreach  shelter  in  Long  Beach.  This  ministry  of  the 
Latin  American  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  South  Coast 
Ecumenical  Council  serves  Central  America  and  Cambodian 
refugees.  Last  year  it  served  48,905  hot  meals  and  sheltered 
12,631  persons. 

“Blanket  Sunday"  is  one  way  the  congregation  raises  funds 
for  the  ministry. 


Los  Angeles 

and  vicinity 


Los  Angeles,  California,  the  nation's  second  largest  city, 
has  a  population  of  3.5  million  people  who  speak  73 
different  languages.  The  population  of  the  entire  metro¬ 
politan  area  is  more  than  13  million. 

UMR  STAFF  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIQHT 


'Zone'  criteria  proposed 

While  the  “model  community  of  shalom”  is  planned  for  Los  Ange¬ 
les  (see  accompanying  story),  United  Methodist  churches  across  the 
country  will  also  be  asked  to  become  “saving  stations”  and  communi¬ 
ties  of  shalom  (peace). 

Tentative  recommendations  from  the  church’s  National  Shalom 
Zone  Committee  include: 

■  Establishing  an  eight-week  “boot  camp”  to  train  pastors,  lay 
leaders  and  lay  speakers  in  community  ministries; 

■  Training  pastors  for  bilingual  and  trilingual  ministries; 

■  Teaching  pastors  to  access  social  services  in  their  communities; 

■  Challenging  United  Methodist  boards  and  agencies  to  take  the 
“urban  agenda”  seriously. 


Bishop  answers  ' call ' 


DENVER — Two  protesters 
stood  opposite  University  Park 
United 
Methodist 
Church  in 
Denver  as 
more  than 
600  people 
gathered 
Jan.  28  for 
the  installa- 
Mary  Ann  Swenson  tion  of 
Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson 
(Denver  Area). 


The  two  men  screamed  that 
clergywomen  are  “harlots”  and 
that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  should  repent  of  or¬ 
daining  women. The  denomina¬ 
tion’s  youngest  bishop,  45,  was 
unfazed. 

“This  happened  to  me  once 
before,”  Bishop  Swenson  told 
the  "Denver  Post." 

"I  told  the  protesters  then 
that  I  repent  every  day  but  not 
for  being  a  preacher.” 


The  Beat  Goes  On... 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God's  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
upon  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on. ..at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  It's  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you're  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  Is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY. 

A  ASBURY 

Theological 
11  Seminary  • 

204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 

Wilmore,  KY  40390-1199 


Pastor,  layman  head  Russian  aid 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— Two  United 
Methodists— a  pastor  and  a  lay¬ 
man — have  become  major  players 
in  a  project  which  began  last  year 
when  several  new  members  of  the 
Russian  Parliament  contacted  the 
Rev.  Robert  Schuller,  famed  televi¬ 
sion  preacher  from  California. 

The  Russians  offered  to  trade 
2,000  acres  of  Russian  land  for  trac¬ 
tors  and  other  farm  equipment. 

They  proposed  the  trade  as  a  way 
to  boost  production  of  urgently 
needed  food. 

Large  churches  involved 

Dr.  Schuller,  whose  “Hour  of 
Power”  program  is  shown  in  Rus-, 
sia,  saw  the  offer  as  an  opportunity 
for  a  year-old  organization  he 
heads.  Members  of  Churches  Unit¬ 
ing  for  Global  Mission  are  some  of 
the  nation's  largest  congregations 
and  their  pastors. 

Last  winter,  in  one  of  its  first  hu¬ 
manitarian  projects,  the  mission 
group  sent  thousands  of  prepared 
meals  to  Russia,  where  they  were 
distributed  by  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church. 

Dr.  Schuller  asked  the  Rev.  Da¬ 
vid  Scoates,  pastor  of  Minneapolis’ 
Hennepin  Avenue  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  to  lead  a  farm  develop¬ 
ment  project. 

Dr.  Scoates,  in  turn,  recruited 
one  of  his  laymen,  Ralph  Hofstad, 
as  volunteer  executive  director.  Mr. 
Hofstad  is.  a  former  chief  executive 


of  Land  O’Lakes,  a  farm  coopera¬ 
tive. 

Seek  self-sufficiency 

At  a  news  conference  recently  at 
Hennepin  church,  the  two  men  said 
the  project  is  designed  to  help  Rus¬ 
sian  farmers  learn  to  function  in  a 
market  economy  without  imposing 
a  U.S.  model  on  the  farms. 

The  project  will  begin  on  May 
Day  with  the  planting  of  "seeds  of 
hope"  in  demonstration  potato 
plots  about  150  miles  south  of  Mos¬ 


cow,  Mr.  Hofstad  said. 

Organizers  hope  the  initial  cost, 
between  $1-2  million,  can  be  raised 
through  private  donations. 

Next,  a  2,000-acre  collective  farm 
will  be  divided  into  homesteads  of 
about  150  acres,  each  to  be  farmed 
by  several  families. 

Mr.  Hofstad  said  the  homesteads 
will  be  leased  to  the  farmers,  who 
eventually  will  be  expected  to  turn  a 
profit.  The  goal,  in  part,  he  said,  is 
to  teach  them  “to  work  in  a  market 
economy." 


program 

Mr.  Hofstad  also  said  he  envi¬ 
sions  turning  the  farming  commu¬ 
nity  into  a  collective  group,  like  an 
American  farm  cooperative,  that 
can  make  decisions  in  its  own  inter¬ 
ests  and  function  in  a  larger  agricul¬ 
tural  system. 

Dr.  Scoates  said  leaders  recognize 
the  problems.  But,  he  told  an  inter¬ 
viewer,  "we’re  doing  this  as  a  wit¬ 
ness  to  Christ,  we’re  doing  this  as  a 
witness  to  democracy  and  we’re  do¬ 
ing  this  as  a  witness  to  the  free  en¬ 
terprise  system.” 


MINNEAPOLIS— The  Rev.  David  Tyles  Scoates,  left,  pastor,  and  lay  member  Ralph  Hofstad  (seco 
right)  of  Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  greet  Russian  visitors  Valdimir  Kruchkov  (seco 
left)  and  Andrei  Danilenko.  The  two  Minnesotans  are  major  figures  in  an  ecumenical  effort  to  aid  R 
sian  agriculture  (see  accompanying  story). 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

SOPEN  INVITATION:  Christ  United 

Methodist  Church  in  Memphis  has  issued  an 
bpen  invitation  to  a  national  conference  March 
$  on  career  support  ministries.  Discussions  will 
focus  on  ministry  to  people  who  have  lost  their 
Hobs  and  are  undergoing  career  transitions. 
,5vlore  information  is  available  through  the 
f  hurch's  counseling  center  at  901-761-0576. 

iiOINS  FIRST  LADY'S  STAFF:  Hillary 

IRodham  Clinton  has  named  another  United 
|  Methodist  laywoman,  Mildred  C.  Alston,  to  her 
personal  correspondence  staff  as  a  special  assis¬ 
tant.  Mrs.  Alston,  a  secretary/assistant  at  the 
Rose  law  firm  in  Little  Rock  for  the  past  four 
years,  is  a  member  of  Gardner  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  North  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Her  husband,  the  Rev.  John  O.  Alston,  has  re¬ 
quested  a  transfer  from  that  church's  pastorate 
to  the  Washington  area  effective  this  summer. 

EVANGELISM  COUNCIL:  The  Rev. 

Roberto  Escamilla,  pastor  of  Jefferson  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  was 
•elected  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Evangelism  at  the  organization’s  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  Houston  in  January.  Others 
elected  were  the  Revs.  W.  Edward  Templeton  of 
Nashville,  vice  president;  Jack  Gillespie  of  At¬ 
lanta,  secretary  ;  Charles  Whittle  of  Big  Spring, 
.Texas,  treasurer.  The  council  is  affiliated  with 
•the  church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

PHYSICAL  ACCESS:  The  Association  of 
Physically  Challenged  Ministers  of  the  United 
/Methodist  Church  will  meet  in  Irving,  Texas, 
Feb.  18-21.  The  meeting  will  focus  on  federal 
.  legislation  known  as  the  Americans  With  Dis¬ 
abilities  Act  as  it  applies  to  physical  access  of 
churches,  inclusion  in  church  programs  and  em- 
,  ployment/ministry  opportunities. 

SUPPORT  MOVE:  The  national  council 
of  Affirmation:  United  Methodists  for  Lesbian, 
•.Gay  and  Bisexual  Concerns  recently  joined  the 
•call  for  the  1996  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  to  be  moved  from  its  planned  site  in 
Denver  “to  a  state  which  legislates  gay  rights” 
-:(see  related  articles  on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 
'Council  members  also  urged  President  Clinton 
:-to  quickly  rescind  the  ban  on  gays  in  the  mili¬ 
tary;  reaffirmed  their  support  of  ceremonies  for 
committed  relationships  between  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  bisexuals,  and  condemned  what  the 
.group  describes  as  the  targeting  of  thd  gay  com- 
:  munity  by  tobacco  and  alcohol  industries. 


Estonian  clergyman 
updates  U.S.  backers 
on  new  UM  center 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Ullas  Tankler  of 
Parnu,  Estonia,  has  two  messages 
for  his  congregation’s  supporters 
in  the  U.S.: 

Thank  you,  and  please  keep  up 
your  support. 

Mr.  Tankler  has  returned  to  the 
U.S.  for  a  month-long  tour  to  up¬ 
date  American  United  Methodists 
on  the  progress  of  the  Agape  Cen¬ 
ter  being  constructed  by  the  Parnu 
United  Methodist  Church. 

He  is  visiting  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  of  North  Texas,  Texas, 
Mississippi,  North  Arkansas,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  Oklahoma,  and  Central 
Texas. 

Message  is  the  same 

His  message  at  each  stop  is  the 
same:  Contributions  of  American 
United  Methodists,  through  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Agape  Center, 
are  having  a  significant  positive 
influence  on  Estonian  society  as 
it  emerges  from  five  decades  of 
communist  oppression. 

The  Agape  Center  will  provide 
a  250-seat  sanctuary  for  the 
Parnu  church,  along  with  a  con¬ 
cert  hall,  meeting  space,  a  day 
care  center,  an  office  and  book¬ 
store  for  the  Estonian  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety  and  a  parsonage. 

The  center’s  ministry  will  focus 
on  care  for  children  with  handi¬ 


capping  conditions,  a  major  need 
in  Pamu,  Mr.  Tankler  said. 

The  Agape  Center’s  recent  cor¬ 
nerstone  dedication  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  1 1)  not  only  drew  the  atten¬ 
dance  of  Estonia’s  secretary  of 
state,  Ulo  Kaevats,  but  subse¬ 
quently  received  the  personal 
commitment  of  Estonian  presi¬ 
dent  Lennart  Meri. 

“I  highly  appreciate  the  initia¬ 
tive  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Pamu  which  has  started  to  devel¬ 
op  a  church-centre,  the  Communi¬ 
ty  Care  and  Cultural  Center 
’AGAPE,’  ”  Mr.  Meri  wrote  to 
Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  (Northern  Eu¬ 
rope  Area)  of  Helsinki,  Finland. 

“In  the  name  of  the  cultural 
and  social  development  of  my 
country,  I  am  deeply  interested 
in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
project. . . .” 

Rotary  supports  it,  too 

Mr.  Tanlder  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  project  also  has  gained  the 
support  of  Rotary  International  of 
Estonia.  The  men’s  service  club  is 
soliciting  added  contributions  for 
the  Agape  Center  through  its 
worldwide  network. 

As  a  result  of  the  co-operation 
its  construction  has  gained 
among  church,  state  and  commu¬ 
nity,  the  Agape  Center  has  be¬ 
come  a  symbol  of  hope  for  Pamu 
and  all  of  Estonia  amid  signifi- 


PARNU,  Estonia — An  architect's  sketch  shows  major  components  planned  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Agape  Center,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  former  Soviet  state  of  Estonia  (see  story). 


cant  social  problems,  Mr. 
Tankler  said. 

Among  those  social  problems 
are  Estonia’s  struggles  to  develop 
its  own  democratic  government 
and  free-market  economy,  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

While  the  13  percent  inflation 
of  1992  has  stabilized  in  the  past 
few  months,  unemployment  is  ris¬ 
ing  as  non-competitive  businesses 
fail  in  the  new  free-market  system. 

These  troubles  have  disillu¬ 
sioned  the  Estonians  somewhat, 
Mr.  Tankler  acknowledged,  “but 


I  don’t  think  anyone  seriously 
wants  to  go  back  to  communism. 
They’re  relieved  (to  be  an  inde¬ 
pendent  country).” 

In  this  uncertain  time, 
churches  in  Estonia,  including 
Pamu  UMC,  serve  as  stabilizing 
influences  and  bridges  to  the  fu¬ 
ture,  Mr.  Tankler  said. 

That’s  because  religious  lead¬ 
ers,  now  free  to  minister  openly 
as  they  once  ministered  in  secret, 
are  seen  as  more  trustworthy 
than  former  communist  leaders, 
some  of  whom  are  still  active  in 


local  governments,  he  explained. 

“People  remember  the  past 
acts  and  words  of  the  commu¬ 
nists  and  how  they’re  saying  dif¬ 
ferent  things  now,”  Mr.  Tankler 
explained.  “People  also  look  at 
the  church  and  know  that  at  the 
heart  of  the  matter,  we  are  the 
same  as  we  have  always  been. 

Mr.  Tankler  said  $300,000  is 
needed  to  complete  the  center  by 
its  scheduled  Easter  1994  opening. 
Contributions  may  be  sent  via  an¬ 
nual  conference  treasurers  to  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No.  011536-2  AN. 


Outreach  funded  for  ethnic/racial  college  students 

I  InitpH  Mpthnrlict  Npu/c  Corvirp  einri  nn  r: _ z  t  t_ _ i  .  .  _  * 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — With  spiritual 
development  of  college  students 
a  United  Methodist  churchwide 
priority  for  1993-96,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Division  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  has  awarded  24  one-time 
grants  totaling  $95,000  foif  out¬ 
reach  to  racial-  and  ethnic^*  mi¬ 
nority  college  students. 

Among  the  grants  is  $10,000  in 


start-up  funds  for  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Compton, 
Calif.,  for  a  campus  ministry  pro¬ 
gram  based  at  the  church. 

First  Church  will  provide  the 
first  Christian  ministry  program 
at  Compton  College,  where  90 
percent  of  the  6,000  students  are 
black  and  Hispanic.  The  rest  are 
Asian-American  and  white;  ^  n  ■ 

Planning  for  the  Compton 


project  began  10  years  ago  when 
the  black  and  Hispanic  student 
enrollment  began  to  rise. 

Local  churches  noted  a  lack  of 
organized,  mainline  Christian 
programs  for  the  students,  said 
the  Rev.  Paul  A.  Hill,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  for  First  Church. 

Until  recently,  only  Muslim  and 
Christian  fundamentalist  groups 
sponsored  spiritual-life  programs 


on  campus.  Mr.  Hill  added. 

“We  hope  to  develop  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  recruit  more  mi¬ 
norities  in  the  church  and 
minister  to  the  needs  of  these 
students  while  they  are  still  de¬ 
veloping  intellectually  and  spiri¬ 
tually,”  said  the  associate  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Charlene  Zuill.  She  will 
direct  the  campus  ministry.  , 

Besides  funds  for  the  Compton 


project,  other  grants  ranging 
from  $  1 ,000  to  $  1 0,000  will  sup- 
port  at  least  10  projects  for 
blacks;  three  for  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  Kansas,  Montana  and 
Oklahoma;  three  for  Asian 
Americans  in  New  York,  Califor¬ 
nia  and  Virginia  and  one  project 
for  Alaska  natives  at  United 
Methodist-related  Alaska  Pacific 
University  in  Anchorage. 


Russian ' soul-speak '  letters  flood 
into  Memphis  UM  physicist's  life 


MEMPHIS — Suzanne  Gronemeyer  holds  a  map  showing  the  route 
Russian  soldier  Theodor  Martynov  took  during  World  War  I.  Dr. 
Martynov,  her  partner  in  a  U.S.-Russian  correspondence  exchange, 
sent  her  the  map  and  a  picture  of  his  family  (see  accompanying  sto¬ 
ry  at  right). 


CLASSIFIED 

Classified  rates  arc  S 1 . 1 5  per  word,  figure  or  initial 
per  insertion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  S 1 5  additional  plus  add  $9.20  for  8 
words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we 
insert  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION/YOUTH  for 
1400-mcmber  Chicago  suburban  church.  Desire 
person  with  at  least  three  years  experience,  degree 
in  Christian  education  preferred.  Competitive 
salary  based  on  experience  and  qualifications. 
Please  send  resumes  to:  Search  Committee,  Baker 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  307  Cedar 
Avenue,  St.  Charles,  IL  60174.  Phone:  (708)  584- 
6680. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  MINISTRY  TO  junior  high,  se¬ 
nior  high  and  collcgc-age  youth  and  young  adults 
needed  in  dynamic  1300+  membership  church. 
Must  be  a  college  graduate  with  2-4  years  experience 
preferable.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Contact:  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1204  Crabapple  Drive,  Shreveport, 
LA  71118.  (318)  686-2553. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Euless,  TX  (just  west  of  DFW)  is  taking  applica- 
tions  for  a  church  organist.  You  may  send  re¬ 
sumes  to  the  church,  106  N.  Main,  Euless  76039, 
or  inquire  (817)  283-4421. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  posi¬ 
tion  open  in  Coral  Gables,  Florida.  Average  at¬ 
tendance  is  500,  budget  $900,000;  salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Walter  Hinson, 
Chairman,  Staff-Parish  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  536  Coral  Way,  Coral  Gables, 
FL  33134. 

DISCOVERY—  EUREKA  SPRINGS,  Arkansas. 
Beautiful  Ozark  Mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting.  240 
acres.  Lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe 
float  trips.  (501  >253-8367. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
pletcly  furnished  efficiencies  S 1 65.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  NEW  CHRISTIAN 
Life  Enrichment  Center  for  growing  evangelical 
3000-member  United  Methodist  Church.  Must 
have  demonstrated  abilities  in  program  develop)- 
ment.  administration  and  recreational  ministries. 
Ordained  minister  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Thomas  Webster,  Church  Administrator,  St.  Paul 
UMC.  1 199  Highland  Avenue,  Largo,  FL  34640. 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd„  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

RETIRED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired 

for  a  growing,  friendly,  caring  and  very  active 
church.  Approximately  20  hours  p>er  week.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  would  be  in  the  areas  of  new  mem¬ 
ber  visitation  and  congregational  care  as  well  as 
Sunday  morning  liturgist.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Roseland  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1 57,  Roseland,  FL  32957. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358.  ! 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 

2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  '/•  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405/ or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

KOINONIA  RETREAT  CENTER,  South  Haven, 
MN  is  seeking  an  Interim  Director  for  12  months 
starting  August  1,  1993.  Koinonia  is  owned  by 
Hennepin  Avenue  UMC,  Minneapolis,  and  locat¬ 
ed  one  hour  west.  The  Interim  Director  will  have 
overall  responsibility  for  operations  and  pro¬ 
gram,  assisted  by  7  full  and  part-time  staff.  Can¬ 
didates  with  administrative  experience  in  a 
retreat,  camp  or  conference  center  will  be  given 
preference.  Marketing  experience  is  highly  desir- 
able.  Salary  is  negotiable,  olus  housing  and  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resumes  and  references  by  March  1  to: 
Search  Committee,  Koinonia  Retreat  Center, 
7768  Pilgcr  Avc  NW.  South  Haven,  MN  55382 
or  call  Steve  Blons  at  (6 1 2)  236-7746. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed- 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

ECONOMIC  DEVELOPER.  Major  focus:  job 
creations  and  cottage  industries  in  southeastern 
Kentucky.  This  new  position  requires  enthusi¬ 
asm,  creativity,  and  vision.  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference.  Beverly.  KY  40913.  (606)  598-5915. 

By  CATHY  FARMER 

MEMPHIS — Letters  from  Russia 
that  speak  from  the  soul  crowd  Su¬ 
zanne  Gronemeyer’s  mailbox. 

“They’re  from  the  people  who  an¬ 
swered  the  notes  in  the  boxes  of 
food  we  sent  during  the  Moscow  to 
Moscow  relief  effort,”  said  Dr. 
Gronemeyer,  a  physicist  at  St.  Jude 
Children’s  Research  Hospital  and  a 
member  of  Piperton  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Collierville,  Tenn. 

Piperton  United  Methodist 
Church  received  18  letters  from 
grateful  Russians.  Dr.  Gronemeyer 
wrote  back  to  all  18  families,  send¬ 
ing  each  anywhere  from  $5  to  $20. 

“I’ve  received  one  or  more  letters 
from  most  of  them  now,”  said  the 
intense,  dark-haired  scientist.  Some 
families  have  written  her  three  or 
four  times. 

Language  hindered 

In  the  beginning.  Dr.  Grone¬ 
meyer  experienced  difficulty  getting 
letters  translated. 

She  solved  that  problem  by  spon¬ 
soring  Alexander  Orlov,  a  Russian 
physicist  who  lives  in  Moscow,  in 


the  American  Physical  Society. 

In  return,  Dr.  Orlov  translates 
her  letters  to  her  new  friends  and 
translates  their  letters  to  her. 

“And  he  delivers  them  for  me,” 
she  said.  “Now  I  send  all  my  letters 
and  money  to  Alex.  He  contacts  the 
people.  Some  of  them  are  as  much 
as  two  hours  from  Moscow,  but  he 
doesn’t  mind.  He  considers  this  a 
mission.” 

Dr.  Gronemeyer  settled  on  send¬ 
ing  money  to  her  families  because 
"a  $5  bill  from  me  is  like  manna 
from  heaven,”  she  said.  Every  $1  is 
worth  about  400  rubles. 

“Sending  money  is  cost  effec¬ 
tive,”  said  Dr.  Gronemeyer.  “Food 
is  readily  available  now,  but  it’s 
very  expensive.  Twenty  dollars — 
which  is  more  than  they  make  in  a 
month — goes  a  long  way.” 

Tatyana  Rybakova  wrote  that  she 
used  the  $20  Dr.  Gronemeyer  sent 
her  to  buy  a  doll  for  her  daughter 
Natasha’s  birthday,  a  new  half-size 
bow  for  her  violin,  shoes,  butter, 
oil,  sugar,  flour,  sausages,  noodles, 
rice,  wheat  grain,  onions,  20  eggs, 
cheese  and  chocolate. 


“And  we  still  have  1000  rubles!” 
she  said. 

The  Rybakovas  went  to  church 
and  lit  a  candle  for  Dr.  Grone¬ 
meyer’s  health. 

Effort  takes  its  toll 

Maintaining  the  huge  correspon¬ 
dence  has  taken  its  toll  on  Dr. 
Gronemeyer. 

“It  helped  when  Alex  and  I  start¬ 
ed  using  E  mail  (messages  on  a 
computer  network)  and  the  fax  ma¬ 
chine,"  she  said,  “but  I  just  can’t 
keep  writing  to  everyone.  I  need 
help." 

Dr.  Groneineyer  says  she  needs 
people  to  take  these  families  on  as  a 
mission — people  willing  to  keep  in 
close  personal  contact  and  occa¬ 
sionally  send  money. 

Dr.  Gronemeyer  has  sent  $3,000, 
books  and  medicine. 

“Anyone  willing  to  write  to  these 
families  can  send  their  letters 
through  me,”  she  said.  “I’ll  send 
them  on  to  Orlov.” 

Dr.  Gronemeyer’s  address  is  551 
Alexander,  Memphis,  TN  38111- 
4309. 


Hurricane  could  cause 
clergy  exodus  in  Florida 


Religious  News  Service 

Some  church  leaders  in  Florida 
expect  a  high  rate  of  clergy  turnover 
this  year  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew. 

If  that  happens  it  will  come  as  no 
surprise  to  a  Virginia  psychologist 
who  has  studied  links  between  natu¬ 
ral  disasters  and  clergy  .burnout. 

Lennis  Echterling  of  James  Madi¬ 
son  University  in  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  who  did  a  study  based  on  the 
devastating  Virginia  flood  of  1985, 
notes  that  clergy-helpers  in  disaster 
areas  also  become  victims  as  they 
struggle  with  needs  of  traumatized 
communities. 

The  Rev.  David  Brewer,  a  United 
Methodist  Church  executive  in  charge 
of  63  churches  and  four  missions  in 
the  hardest-hit  area,  said  that  several 
pastors  in  devastated  areas  have 
asked  for  transfers  and  that  he  expects 


more  as  he  begins  the  annual  process 
of  reviewing  clergy  assignments. 

“Some  pastors  are  just  not  able  to 
handle  some  of  the  aftermath,”  said 
Mr.  Brewer. 

In  addition  to  attending  to  needs 
of  others,  Mr.  Brewer  noted,  some 
pastors  are  also  trying  to  rebuild  their 
own  churches  and  parsonages,  work¬ 
ing  with  contractors,  timber  compa¬ 
nies  and  insurance  companies. 

Fourteen  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  suffered  serious  damage 
to  their  churches,  Mr.  Brewer  said, 
and  12  are  receiving  special  assis¬ 
tance  through  the  church’s  special 
"disaster  covenant”  program. 

Six  pastors  and  their  families  lost 
their  homes  to  the  hurricane  and 
were  forced  to  live  in  mobile  homes 
parked  on  church  property.  As  yet, 
said  Mr.  Brewer,  none  have  been 
able  to  move  back  into  their  homes. 


DIACONAL  GRADUATE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Application  deadline  extended  to  March  1, 
1993.  Call  the  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
at  615-340-7375  for  information  and  forms, 


The  CALLING 

Proclaiming  God’s  Call  To  Be  The  Church 
Led  by 

SERVANT  EVANGELIST 
Kimball  Boyd  Coburn  _ 


For  Information  &  Video  write  to: 
PO  Box  633,  Claremont,  CA  9171 1 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Ouality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Fre« 
1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207 


“CHILDREN  IN  CRISIS" 


There  are  so  many  children  around  the  world 
in  need  of  food  for  body  and  spirit—  how  can 
we  help  them?  World's  Children,  Inc.  is  a 
Christian,  nonprofit  organization  founded  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife  in  1965.  Chil¬ 
dren  living  in  Christian  orphanages  in  11  coun¬ 
tries  are  fed  physically  and  spiritually  by  loving 
sponsors. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO:  For  only  $15  a 
month—  50  cents  a  day—  you  could  sponsor  a 
child  who  has  lived  on  the  ragged  edge  of  pov¬ 
erty.  You  will  receive  the  child’s  picture,  name 
and  address.  You  may  correspond  with  the 
child,  and  you'll  receive  a  reply.  No  contracts 
are  signed  with  World’s  Children,  Inc., 
and  a  sponsorship  can  last  for  any  length  of 
time. 

All  donations  are  tax-deductible,  as  the  cor¬ 
poration  is  U.S.  government  approved.  A  copy 
of  the  recent  WCI  financial  audit  will  be  sent 
to  you,  indicating  89%  of  funds  received  were 
sent  overseas  for  the  children.  If  a  sponsor 
chooses  to  send  a  birthday  monetary  gift,  or  a 
Christmas  one  100%  is  sent  on  to  the  child. 
God’s  needy  children  are  waiting  for  someone 
to  say,  ”1  care’’.  Children  are  available  for  spon¬ 
sorship  in  India,  Mexico,  Korea,  and  Taiwan. 
Please  write  today: 


Enclotad  is  poymanl  for  first  month 


I  Slot*  ond  Zip 


World's  Children.  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 


{ 
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Woman  fights  injustice  "as  a  Christian' 


By  ALBERT  NOLAN 
Ecumenical  Press  Service 

About  10  years  ago  I  met  a  Gua¬ 
temalan  human  rights  activist  in 
London.  She  told  me  horrifying  sto¬ 
ries  about  the  violent  repression 
and  wholesale  massacre  of  the  in¬ 
digenous  people  in  her  country. 

I  remember  telling  her  that  it  was 
the  first  time  I  had  heard  of  a  coun¬ 
try  where  the  repression  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  was  even  more  cruel  and  violent 
than  in  my  own  country  of  South 
Africa. 

Without  hesitation  she  replied: 
“Just  wait.  One  day  the  indigenous 
people  of  South  Africa,  like  the  ‘In¬ 
dians’  of  Guatemala,  will  be  massa¬ 
cred  in  their  thousands.  And,  what 
is  more,  they  will  use  black  people 
to  kill  other  black  people,  just  as 
they  do  in  Guatemala.”  , 

This  human  rights  activist  was 
not  Rigoberta  Menchu,  the  winner 
of  the  1992  Nobel  Peace  Prize,  but 
Rigoberta  would  have  confirmed 
this  assessment. 

Her  own  story  reflects  the  story  of 
her  people  and  the  role  that  faith 
has  played  in  it. 

A  committed  Christian 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  Ri¬ 
goberta  is  a  committed  Christian 


Rigoberta  Menchu 


...  1 992  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner 

and  a  woman. 

She  writes  in  her  book,  “I,  Rigo¬ 
berta  Menchu": 

“I  am  a  Christian  and  I  partici¬ 
pate  in  this  struggle  as  a  Christian. 
For  me,  as  a  Christian,  there  is  one 
important  thing.  That  is  the  life  of 
Christ.” 

When  she  was  a  child,  Ms.  Men- 
chu’s  best  friend  died  of  poisoning 
when  the  fields  were  sprayed  with 
insecticide  from  above  as  the  peas¬ 


ants  worked  below. 

One  brother  died  of  malnutrition. 

Another  brother,  at  age  16,  was 
arrested,  whipped  and  burned  alive 
by  the  military  before  her  eyes. 

Her  father  was  also  burned  alive 
with  30  other  peasants.  They  were 
staging  a  sit-in  at  the  Spanish  Em¬ 
bassy  in  Guatemala  City  demand¬ 
ing  to  see  the  president  to  tell  him 
what  was  being  done  to  the  “Indi¬ 
an”  peasants. 

Because  it  was  an  embassy  the 
soldiers  could  not  enter  the  build¬ 
ing,  so  they  simply  burned  it  down 
with  everyone  in  it. 

Ms.  Menchu  went  into  hiding 
while  her  two  sisters  went  off  to  join 
the  guerrilla  army. 

Like  her  father,  Rigoberta  was  a' 
catechist.  She  had  also  been  think¬ 
ing  of  entering  the  convent. 

But  now  she  decided  to  dedicate 
her  life  to  the  struggle  for  the  hu¬ 
man  rights  of  her  people  and  of  all 
indigenous  people  in  the  Americas. 

She  had  to  learn  Spanish 

This  she  could  not  do  from  hid¬ 
ing  in  the  mountains  of  Guatemala, 
so  in  1981  she  went  into  exile  in 
Mexico. 

Her  first  task  was  to  learn  Span¬ 
ish — the  language  of  the  oppressor. 


It  was  not  long  before  she  was  in¬ 
vited  to  speak  at  international  con¬ 
ferences  around  the  world  and  to  sit 
on  United  Nations  committees  and 
commissions. 

Her  story  and  the  story  of  the  in¬ 
digenous  people  of  Guatemala  had 
become  known  through  her  book, 
which  has  been  translated  into  1 1 
other  languages. 

Ms.  Menchu’s  struggle  has  been 
for  international  recognition  of  the 
plight  of  all  indigenous  people  in 
the  Americas. 

The  climax  of  her  remarkable 
campaign  must  surely  be  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize. 

It  is  a  victory  for  her  and  for  the 
struggle  in  Guatemala  and  the  first 
real  victory  in  500  years  for  the  in¬ 
digenous  people  of  the  Americas. 

It  is  a  victory  for  peace  and  a  sign 
of  hope  in  a  very  violent  world. 

The  prize  money  has  been  placed 
in  a  fund  to  help  the  indigenous 
people  of  Guatemala. 

Her  nomination  for  the  Peace 
Prize  was  supported  with  enthusi¬ 
asm  by  the  Catholic  bishops  of 
Guatemala. 

This  article  originally  appeared  in 
"Challenge,"  a  South  African  Chris¬ 
tian  publication  of  which  Mr.  Nolan 
is  editor. 


NEW  YORK — Former  “New  York  Times"  reporter  Samuel 
Freedman,  right,  spent  three  years  getting  to  know  the  congre¬ 
gation  of  St.  Paul  Community  Baptist  Church  and  its  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Johnny  Ray  Youngblood,  left.  The  resulting  book,  “Upon 
this  Rock:  The  Miracles  of  the  Black  Church,"  captures  the 
spirit  and  struggles  of  this  inner-city  community  of  faith. 


Book  gives  look  at  life 
of  inner-city  church 


By  YVONNE  SAMUEL 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Members  of  a 
predominantly  black  congregation 
at  the  St.  Paul  Community  Baptist 
Church  in  East  New  York  planned 
to  bombard  neighborhood  book¬ 
stores  recently  with  requests  for 
copies  of  their  now-favorite  book, 
“Upon  This  Rock:  The  Miracles  of 
the  Black  Church.” 

Understandably  so.  This  isn’t  just 
any  run-of-mill  book.  Its  central  fig¬ 
ure  is  the  Rev,.  Johnny  Ray 
Youngblood,  the  congregation’s 
pastor. 

Also,  the  book  is  loaded  with  inti¬ 
mate,  moving  stories  about  the  life 
experiences  of  individual  members. 

The  author,  Samuel  Freedman,  a 
former  reporter  for  “The  New  York 
Times,”  captures  the  church’s  strug¬ 
gle  to  survive  in  one  of  New  York’s 
most  depressed  neighborhoods. 

Mr.  Freedman,  who  is  Jewish, 
spent  three  years  getting  to  know 
the  congregation  in  a  metropolitan 
area  where  relationships  between 
blacks  and  Jews  are  often  tense, 
even  violent. 

His  previous  book,  “Small  Vic¬ 
tories,”  was  a  finalist  for  the  1990 
National  Book  Award. 

Both  the  writer  and  the  pastor  say 
the  book  is  unique  because  it  focus¬ 


es  on  the  black  church’s  survival  in 
a  neighborhood  laced  with  crime. 

Nearly  1,000  parishioners  gath¬ 
ered  recently  at  the  church  to  cele¬ 
brate  publication  of  “Upon  This 
Rock”  and  to  commemorate  the 
Martin  Luther  King  Day  holiday. 

Dressed  in  multi-colored  African 
attire,  the  church’s  choir  sang  “He’s 
Been  Good  To  Me,”  exuding  their 
joy  over  the  book. 

Church  members  got  even  more 
texcited  when  the  pastor  announced 
Jjiat  “Upon  This  Rock”  may  be 
produced  as  a  movie. 

This  news  brought  with  it  cheers, 
hand  claps,  a  few  “hallelujahs.” 

Mr.  Youngblood,  44,  is  noted  as  a 
founder  of  the  Nehemiah  project, 
which  was  responsible  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  2,300  homes  for  low-in¬ 
come  families. 

He  formed  an  alliance  with  city 
banks  to  secure  jobs  for  black  high 
school  graduates  and  has  engaged  in 
an  aggressive  campaign  to  bring 
men  into  his  church. 

The  book  relates  stories  about  a 
recovered  drug  addict  who  has  ded¬ 
icated  his  life  to  saving  others,  the 
church’s  one  white  member’s  love 
for  a  black  woman,  merchants  who 
turned  to  the  pastor  because  of 
crime  and  a  grandmother  who 
raised  dozens  of  children. 


Pastor  counsels  restraint 
in  Russian  missions  work 


History  of  Hymns== 
Hymn  writer's  inspiration 
came  ' between  classes' 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  clergywo- 
man  strong  on  ecumenical  coopera¬ 
tion  said  recently  that  misplaced 
evangelistic  zeal  often  leaves  Chris¬ 
tians  groups  “scrabbling  for  the 
faithful”  around  the  world  rather 
than  reaching  out  to  those  “who’ve 
never  heard  that  they  are  loved  and 
cared  for  by  their  Creator.” 

The  Rev.  Elaine  Stanovsky,  head 
of  the  Greater  Church  Council  of 
Greater  Seattle,  recently  visited  the 
former  Soviet  Union  where  she  was 
appalled  to  find  American  Chris¬ 
tians  proselytizing  for  converts 
among  Russian  Orthodox  Chris¬ 
tians. 

Seeking  conversions 

At  one  Orthodox  seminary  she 
witnessed  U.S.  televangelists  Jim¬ 
my  Swaggart  and  Robert  Schuller 
trying  to  convert  Russian  students 
training  for  ministry  to  their  partic¬ 
ular  brands  of  Christianity. 

"It  broke  my  heart,”  said  Ms. 
Stanovsky,  formerly  a  member  of 
United  Methodism’s  commission 
on  ecumenical  and  interfaith  coop¬ 
eration. 

Ms.  Stanovsky,  who  describes 
herself  as  an  “audacious  Christian 
with  a  love  of  evangelism,”  agreed 
that  Christians  have  suffered  under 
70  years  of  persecution  and  repres¬ 
sion  and  that  many  people  in  the 
newly  free  Commonwealth  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  States  are  searching  for 
“the  power  of  spiritual  gifts.” 


However,  Ms.  Stanovsky  believes 
that  U.S.  Christians  could  best 
serve  those  people  by  supporting 
existing  Orthodox,  Baptist,  Catho¬ 
lic,  Methodist  and  existing  Chris¬ 
tian  communions  there  rather  than 
competing  with  them. 

“Members  of  Orthodox  and  other 
churches  know  their  people  and 
know  the  culture,”  she  said.  “Better 
for  us  to  support  them  as  they 
spread  the  Gospel  in  that  context.” 

The  Seattle  Council,  for  instance, 
has  had  a  sister-church  relationship 
with  an  ecumenical  group  in  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg  for  more  than  four  years. 

When  communism  fell  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union,  churches  were 
overwhelmed  with  people  coming 
to  worship,  so  the  Seattle  group 
helped  them  obtain  more  Bibles  in 
Russian. 

“People  of  faith  have  always  been 
there,  and  they  are  reaching  out  to 
each  other  and  discovering  their 
own  gifts.  We  should  aid  that  pro¬ 
cess,  not  take  it  over,”  said  Ms. 
Stanovsky. 

Why  not  here? 

For  those  U.S.  Christians  with  a 
passion  to  save  souls,  said  Ms.  Stan¬ 
ovsky,  plenty  of  people  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  from  homeless  people  to 
Wall  Street  moguls,  could  use  a 
word  from  God. 

“If  we’re  going  to  be  evangelists, 
we  need  to  do  it  at  home  with  our 
own  people  whom  we  understand 
best,”  she  said. 


Years  I  spent  in  vanity  and  pride. 
Caring  not  my  Lord  was 
crucified. 

Knowing  not  it  was  for  me  he  died 
On  Calvary. 

Mercy  there  was  great,  and  grace 
was  free; 

Pardon  there  was  multiplied  to 
me: 

There  my  burdened  soul  found 
liberty 

At  Calvary.  '■ 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  words  and  the  music  came 
rather  quickly  to  two  professors 
in  the  routine  of  busy  teaching 
schedules  in  the  fall  of  1 895. 

William  R.  Newell  was  in  his 
first  year  of  teaching  at  Moody 
Bible  Institute  in  Chicago.  Not 
yet  30,  he  had  earned  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  Bible  teacher. 

For  several  weeks,  the  words 
had  been  slowly  taking  shape  in 
his  mind.  One  day  on  his  way  to 
class  the  lines  fell  into  place. 

He  stepped  into  an  unoccupied 
classroom  and,  on  the  back  of  an 
envelope,  quickly  wrote  out  the 
four  stanzas. 

He  hurried  down  the  hall  to  his 
class  and  on  the  way  met  Daniel 
B.  Towner,  director  of  music  at 
the  Institute.  There  was  no  time 
for  explanation,  so  he  simply 


thrust  the  envelope  into 
Towner's  hand. 

During  the  class  hour.  Towner 
composed  the  music  and  handed 
the  manuscript  to  Newell  when 
he  returned  from  his  class.  The 
two  men  stepped  into  Towner’s 
office  and  sang  together  “At  Cal¬ 
vary”  for  the  first  time. 

Shortly  before  his  death  in 
1899,  D.  L.  Moody  suggested 
that  Newell  begin  teaching  inter¬ 
denominational  Bible  classes  on 
successive  week  nights  in  Chica¬ 
go,  Detroit,  Toronto  and  St. 
Louis. 

This  involved  much  traveling 
for  Newell,  but  the  classes  were 
well  attended,  especially  in  Chi¬ 
cago  where  the  attendance 
reached  several  thousand. 

Daniel  Towner  served  on  the 
faculty  at  Moody  Bible  Institute 
from  1893  until  his  death  in 
1919. 

His  students  became  leaders  in 
evangelical  church  music 
throughout  many  states. 

More  than  2,000  songs  have 
been  credited  to  Towner,  includ¬ 
ing  “Grace  Greater  Than  Our 
Sin”  and  “Trust  and  Obey.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"All  Praise  to  Thee,  My  Cod,  This 

Night" 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  THE  MEMPHIS  CONFERENCE 

George  Frego,  lay  leader  of  Enville  United  Methodist  Church,  culti- 
vates  more  than  15  acres.  Some  of  the  vegetables  grown  in  his 
fields  end  up  in  "Methodist  Stew." 

Tornado  inspires  jars 
of ' Methodist  stew' 


By  JOHN  BONSON 

What  a  summer! 

Bumper  corn  crops,  terrific 
weather  for  vegetables,  good  season 
for  growing,  temperature  not  too 
hot,  and  just  the  right  amount  of 
rain! 

Members  of  the  Enville  and  Holly 
Springs  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  saw  in  the  wonderful  weath¬ 
er  an  opportunity  to  help  the 
hungry  last  summer. 

Following  the  Old  Testament  sto¬ 
ry  of  Ruth  and  Naomi,  the  congre¬ 
gations  went  into  their  own  fields  to 
glean  a  harvest  of  vegetables. 

It  began  with  a  tornado 

“The  Gleaners”  began  as  an  idea 
several  years  ago  following  efforts 
to  help  tornado  victims  in  Selmer 
and  Adamsville,  Tenn.,  and  shut- 
ins  in  the  Enville  area  who  were 
without  power  after  the  storm. 

The  Holly  Springs  congregation 
sent  food  to  the  Enville  community. 
It  was  cooked  on  the  gas  stove  at 
the  Enville  Church. 

Large  quantities  were  carried  to 
community  shut-ins  and  the  rest  of 
the  food  was  served  during  the  week 
to  anyone  who  came  by  the  church. 

Out  of  that  effort,  a  crisis  food 
pantry  was  started. 

Enville’s  Outreach  Committee 
suggested  that  both  churches  ex¬ 
pand  the  entry  to  include  fresh  pro¬ 
duce  from  area  gardens. 

As  a  result,  each  Sunday,  church 
members  brought  fresh  produce  to 
church  when  they  came  to  worship. 
The  vegetables  were  carried  to  the 
Soup  Kitchen  in  Jackson,  Tenn., 
where  they  were  used  in  a  free  hot 
lunch  program. 

Potatoes,  squash,  tomatoes,  com, 
beans,  okra,  watermelon,  cucum¬ 
bers  and  peppers  began  to  arrive 
and  be  distributed. 

At  the  end  of  the  summer,  urged 
on  by  Ken  Yount,  Outreach  Chair¬ 
person,  Enville  members  prepared 


The  quart  jars 
delivered  by  the 
Gleaners  were  labeled 
"Methodist  Stew — made 
with  fresh  vegetables  and 
love  for  you." 

over  12  gallons  of  stew  from  extra 
produce  collected.  The  stew  wasn’t 
sold — it  was  carried  to  area  shut- 
ins.  Some  was  frozen  to  deliver  later 
in  the  winter. 

The  quart  jars  delivered  by  the 
Gleaners  were  labeled  “Methodist 
Stew — made  with  fresh  vegetables 
and  love  for  you.” 

“Shucks,  this  is  fun,”  said  George 
Frego,  Enville  lay  leader,  as  he 
worked  on  the  program.  Mr.  Frego 
grows  everything  he  eats  and  has  al¬ 
ways  shared  everything  he  grows. 

He  cultivates  more  than  1 5  acres 
that  produce  a  wide  variety  of  food 
including  vegetables,  blueberries 
and  muscadines. 

"For  me?" 

Mildred  Tenry  and  Tera  O’Neal 
surprised  community  shut-ins  with 
their  jars  of  “Methodist  Stew.” 

"People  could  hardly  believe  the 
food  was  a  gift,”  they  said. 

Plans  are  underway  to  expand  the 
Gleaner  ministry  next  year.  The 
Holly  Springs  congregation  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  rent  from  12-15  acres  and 
grow  a  cash  crop  to  dedicate  to  hur¬ 
ricane  relief,  local  soup  kitchens 
and  food  pantries. 

Members  of  the  church  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  money  and  the  labor  to 
produce  the  crop. 

West  Tennessee  and  Western 
Kentucky  are  blessed  with  rich 
farmland  and  an  even  richer  tradi¬ 
tion  of  helping  out. 

Mr.  Bonson  is  pastor  of  the  f n- 
ville  and  Holly  Springs  congrega¬ 
tions. 


Dear  Deborah=== 
'We  don't  think  our  pastor 
is  really  a  true  Christian!' 

Dear  Deborah:  — - - 


We  are  a  group  of  longtime  mem¬ 
bers  in  this  middle  size  church.  Since 
the  Christmas  Eve  service  we  are  so 
upset  we  do  not  know  what  to  do. 

Based  on  his  sermon  Christmas 
Eve,  our  pastor  is  not  a  Christian 
believer  at  all. 

Several  men  want  to  get  rid  of  him 
right  away.  We  cannot  fire  him  but 
we  can  certainly  make  it  so  uncom¬ 
fortable  he  will  ask  for  a  transfer. 

Although  I,  too,  am  upset  about 
what  he  said,  this  way  of  treating  him 
seems  not  very  Christian  either. 

What  can  I  suggest  before  others 
do  something  we  may  regret? 

Bonnie 

Dear  Bonnie: 

You  have  a  strong  faith  to  see  so 
clearly  the  potential  regret  from  the 
course  of  action  some  are  suggesting. 

Sermons  are  often  misunderstood, 
and  preachers  are  the  first  to  admit 
that  what  they  mean  to  say  does  not 
come  out  the  way  they  want  it  to, 
sometimes. 

Step  one  is  to  ask  for  a  meeting 
with  the  pastor  to  discuss  the  ser¬ 
mon.  Find  out  if  he  realty  said  what 
he  meant  and  if  you  understood  him 
correctly. 

Perhaps  it  can  be  cleared  up  right 
then. 

If  not,  share  your  own  beliefs  and 
tell  him  face-to-face  what  you  think. 
The  most  un-Christian  thing  of  all  is 


"Although  I,  too,  am 
upset  about  what  he 
said,  this  way  of  treating 
him  seems  not  very 
Christian  either." 

— Bonnie 


to  say  things  behind  his  back  so  he 
has  no  chance  to  respond. 

If  he  won  ’l  listen,  then  tell  it  to  the 
pastor-parish  committee.  If  they 
won 't  listen,  tell  it  to  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  Both  of  these  will  seek 
to  hear  all  sides.  They  will  try  to  be 
fair  and  impartial  to  all. 

If  none  of  them  agree  with  you 
and  your  group,  it  is  time  to  consider 
that  each  of  you  may  have  personal 
reasons,  perhaps  psychological  or 
even  spiritual  reasons,  for  being  so 
upset. 

If  you  are  fair  to  your  pastor  and 
behave  as  Christians  know  we 
should,  you  will  surely  find  strength 
and  grace  that  you  have  not  known. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
" Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 
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THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


Caring  for  Abused,  Neglected  and  Abandoned  Children 


DR.  RICHARD  E.  HODGES 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


815  Washingt 


DANNA  G.  ANDRUS,  MA  DR.  GEORGE  W.  C.  CALVIN,  SR. 

ASST .  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  INSTITUTIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 


on  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 


A  Letter  From  Home: 

By:  DR.  RICHARD  E.  HODGES 

Executive  Director 

As  1993  arrived.  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
completed  106  years  of  ministry  to  children,  youth  arid  families 
in  Louisiana.  Yes,  one  hundred  and  six  years  that  you  The 
Church  has  provided  loving  care  to  those  less  fortunate. 

Also  as  1993  arrived,  I  began  my  8th  year  of  employment  with 
The  Home.  For  the  past  Five  years  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
serving  as  the  Executive  Director.  In  my  years  of  residential 
child  care  employment  I  have  seen  many  changes  occur.  I  have 
been  awed,  amazed  and  thrilled  at  the  willingness  of  The  Church 
to  be  involved.  I  see  yet  even  more  drastic  needs  on  the  horizon. 
I  sometimes  despair,  but  then  I  remember,  that  The  Church  has 
always  been  constant  in  its  willingness  to  meet  the  need.  Of  this  I 
am  sure,  those  children  and  youth  who  come  into  contact  with 
your  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  those  who  are  suffering, 
lost  and  hungry  for  love,  will  have  their  needs  met.  I  am  sure 
that  you.  The  Church,  will  reach  out  in  love  and  concern,  and 
that  you  will  continue  to  provide  a  haven  for  the  present  and 
hope  for  the  future. 


Methodist  Home  Of  New  Orleans 

A  MINISTRY  TO  CHILDREN 
who  are 

ABUSED,  ABANDONED,  NEGLECTED 


People  Make  The  Difference . . . 

As  you  survey  THE  CROSS,  you  will  notice  a  variety  of  the 
many,  many  wonderful  people  that  make  The  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans  the  premier  Residential  Treatment  Facility  that 
it  is  today. 

While  these  folks  identified  are  not  part  of  the  direct  care  staff, 
they  represent  the  extended  staff  state-wide  that  cares  for  our 
children. 

To  these  people  and  groups  from  throughout  Louisiana,  we  the 
children  and  staff  of  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  say, 
“thank  you  and  God  bless.” 


Planning  A  Tour  Of 
The  Methodist  Home 
Of  New  Orleans ? 

Individuals  and  groups  are  always  welcome  at  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans.  After  all,  this  is  your  home  too  . . . 

Visits  can  be  arranged  almost  anytime.  But.  there  are  a  few 
exceptions,  however.  One  is,  due  to  our  physical  location  and 
neighborhood,  we  do  not  encourage  nor  allow  a  group  to  visit 
after  dark.  We  insist  upon  this  for  your  safety.  We  do  want  you 
to  come,  but  it  must  be  at  a  time  that  is  safe  and  to  your 
advantage. 

To  make  your  visit  as  helpful  and  satisfying  as  possible  we 
offer  these  suggestions: 

1 .  Plan  your  visit  well  in  advance. 

2.  Contact  us  early  in  your  planning. 

3.  Consider  combining  your  visit  with  another  activity  (the 
Greater  New  Orleans  area  offers  many  excellent  restaurants 
and  delightful  places  to  visit  and  shop.) 

4.  If  you  have  gifts,  contributions  and/or  donations,  consider 
delivering  them  when  you  come  to  visit. 

A  visit  to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  in  1993  may 
well  prove  to  be  the  inspiring,  learning,  affirming  experience  you 
have  been  seeking  for  yourself  or  a  group  in  your  church. 

Contact:  Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges,  (504)  895-7709. 


Methodist  Home  Auxiliary  Members 
Suzanne  Gray,  Margaret  Vest,  Lena  Moten 


Clip  and  mail  to: 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
P.O.  Box  15109 
Station  B 

New  Orleans,  La.  70175 

□  Please  send  me  further  information  on  the  Methodist  Home. 

□  I  would  like  to  contribute  $ _ to  the  Methodist  Home. 

Name  _ _ _ _ _ _ 


Address 


|  City,  State  &  Zip 

I _ 


LOUISIANA  —  The  state  that  we  call  home,  has 
had  a  significant  increase  in  child  related  abuse 
over  the  past  10  years.  Child  Sexual  Abuse  has 
increased  620%  in  the  past  decade;  Child  Physical 
Abuse  has  increased  415%  and  . . .  Child  Neglect  has 
gone  up  151%  during  the  same  period. 


Boy  Scouts  of  America  & 
Methodist  Home  Volunteer  Program 


JOIN 
THE 
TEAM 


Bill  Hall,  Director  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Golf  Classic 
is  shown  giving  directions. 


Henry  and  Velma  Adcock 
Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church 


l 


Isn't  That 
What  We  Were 
Taught  To  Do 
As  Christians? 


I  met  interesting  persons  from  around  the  world  dur¬ 
ing  my  recent  trip  to  Capetown,  South  Africa.  Stories 
abound  as  the  work  of  Christ  on  every  continent  was 
shared.  But  one  story  will  not  be  forgotten. 

Dr.  Monty  Morris  is  the  Rural  Dean  of  the  Thailand 
and  Mekong  Anglican  Diocese.  His  area  of  ministry  in- 
jmbodia,  Laos,  Thailand,  Vietnam  and  also  work  in  Burma, 
a  country  of  extreme  isolation  in  which  Christians  are  still  per¬ 
secuted. 


After  four  years  on  the  job,  he  was  finally  granted  permission  for  a 
two-day  visa  into  Burma  last  September.  He  was  especially  interested  in 
the  Karen  (pronounced  Kar-reen)  people  who  were  brought  the  Gospel 
by  Methodist  missionaries,  and  for  whom  Methodism  is  still  the  pre¬ 
dominant  faith.  However,  Methodist  missionaries  are  no  longer  allowed 
to  serve  in  the  country. 
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President,  Zulu  Chief,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  Are  Speakers 

Bishop  Oden  Represents  World  Methodism  At  Historic  Meet 
Hosted  by  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  in  South  African  City 


The  Karens  live  on  the  Burmese-Thailand  Border  in  tremendous  pov¬ 
erty  because  they  are  not  allowed  to  grow  crops  or  work  for  subsistence. 
The  reason  is  that  they  have  refused  to  give  loyalty  to  the  Burmese  dicta¬ 
torship.  The  only  food  and  clothing  they  have  is  what  comes  from 
Church  World  Service,  which  includes  United  Methodist  giving.  The 
World  Service  consortium  has  simple  warehouses  in  strategic  villages. 
Once  a  week  each  family  goes  to  the  building  to  draw  its  allotted  buckets 
of  rice  and  tins  of  fish  paste.  The  Karen  have  no  shops  and  no  money. 
Theirs  is  a  barter  society. 

Monty  shared  with  me  that  visitors  who  go  into  a  Karen  village  find 
tremendous  hospitality.  They  sleep  in  clean  surroundings  and  there  is 
always  enough  food  to  share  with  the  visitors.  It  may  be  only  rice  and 
fish  cakes  but  it  is  enough.  Monty  became  concerned  about  the  Karen 
needing  help  to  feed  their  visitors.  When  he  became  embarrassed  beyond 
endurance,  knowing  they  could  not  afford  to  feed  visitors,  he  had  a 
“showdown”  with  a  leader  of  the  Karen.  He  delivered  an  ultimatum. 
“Either  you  let  us  help  you  with  food  for  the  visitors,  or  we  will  make 
certain  visitors  do  not  come  into  your  villages!” 

The  leader  smiled,  listened  calmly,  then  asked,  “Pastor,  you  know 
how  we  get  our  food  don’t  you?  You  know  that  we  all  go  to  the  “go  down” 
once  a  week  with  our  buckets?” 

“Yes.” 

“Then  do  you  know  what  we  do  next,  pastor?” 

“No,  what  do  you  do  next?” 

“We  all  go  to  the  Church  House,  and  each  of  us  puts  one-tenth  of  a 
week’s  rations  into  the  church  barrels.  So  we  have  lots  of  food  for  visi¬ 
tors,  food  for  wedding  feasts,  for  widows  and  for  the  orphanage.  Isn’t 
that  what  the  church  has  taught  us  about  how  to  be  Christians?” 

I  pray  that  the  same  missionary  spirit  that  taught  the  Karen  may  find 
its  way  into  Louisiana. 


Global  Gathering  Deadline  Nears 


Registration  deadline  for  Global 
Gathering  ’93,  “Called  by  the  Spir¬ 
it,”  is  fast*  approaching.  Registra¬ 
tions  should  be  postmarked  by  Feb. 
19.  The  event  will  be  March  25-28 
in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Anyone  wanting  to  receive  a 
packet  for  registration  (lodging, 
etc.)  may  call  the  Service  Center,  1- 
513-761-2100,  or  put  their  name 
and  address  on  the  answer  phone  of 
Carolyn  Marshall,  registration 


chairman,  1-317-2942-2665. 

A.  book  about  Russia  by  Marilyn 
Oden  will  be  released  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  dur¬ 
ing  the  Global  Gathering  ’93 
sponsored  by  that  church  board. 
Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey  will  be  a  re¬ 
source  person  for  this  event. 

Attending  from  Louisiana  will  be 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden,  Dr.  Donald 
Cottrill  and  others. 


Bishop  Oden  has  returned  from  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  where  he  rep¬ 
resented  world  Methodism  at  the  historic  first  meeting  between  the  Angli¬ 
can  Primates  and  the  Anglican  Consultative  Council.  Archbishop 


Desmond  Tutu  was  his  host.  The 
Carey,  presided.  Dr.  Nelson  Man- 
della  and  Zulu  Chief  Mangosuthu 
Bethelezi  addressed  the  delegates 
on  problems  and  solutions  in  South 
Africa.  Delegates  also  met  with 
South  African  President  DeKlerk. 

Bishop  Oden  explained,  “The 
World  Anglican  communion  is  di¬ 
vided  into  34  provinces.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  Episcopal  Church  USA 
is  a  province;  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland  is  also  a  province.  Each  prov¬ 
ince  has  a  number  of  Diocesan 
Bishops  and  one  Archbishop  over 
the  entire  province.  Hence  ‘Prime’ 
Bishop  or  ‘Primate’.” 

The  Anglican  Consultative  Coun¬ 
cil  is  the  body  that  coordinates  the 
activities  of  The  World  Anglican 
Communion.  Its  membership  is 
about  75  persons. 

Attends  Conference 

The  conference  consisted  of  the 
34  Primates,  their  aides  and  other 
officers,  plus  the  Anglican  Consul¬ 
tative  Council  and  one  ecumenical 
representative  each  from  The  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church,  The  World 
Lutheran  Federation,  The  Greek 
Orthodox  Church,  The  Mar  Thoma 
Syrian  Church,  The  Old  Catholic 
Church  and  The  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Representatives  from  those  six 
bodies  were  full  participants  in  the 
conference.  Bishop  Oden  said,  “We 
shared  in  the  work  groups,  attended 
the  plenary  sessions  and  participat¬ 
ed  in  the  worship.” 

He  returned  home  to  Louisiana 
more  optimistic  about  the  situation 
in  South  Africa  than  when  he  left. 


Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  George 

“I  am  more  hopeful  for  a  political 
resolution  of  the  tragic  pain  and 
wrongness  of  apartheid  than  before 
I  visited  Cape  Town,”  he  comment¬ 
ed. 

Free  Elections 

During  the  Conference,  President 
DeKlerk  announced  that  free  elec¬ 
tions  for  blacks  and  whites  will  be 
held  by  the  end  of  the  year  in  South 
Africa. 

Bishop  Oden  said,  “To  under¬ 
stand  the  significance  of  this  an¬ 
nouncement,  one  must  realize  that 
the  Black  Majority  which  has  had 
no  vote  whatsoever,  will  vote  in  the 
free  elections!” 

Oden  had  high  praise  for  Arch¬ 
bishop  Tutu  and  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 

“1  was  very  impressed  with  Arch¬ 
bishop  Tutu  and  his  leadership  of 
the  South  African  Church.  The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  is  also 
giving  strong  leadership  to  the 
World  Anglican  Communion.” 

Bishop  Oden  said  the  Anglicans 
have  their  unique  problems  as  well 
as  ones  shared  by  other  commu¬ 
nions.  “Their  church  is  fragmented 
over  the  issue  of  women’s  ordina¬ 
tion. 

“The  world  economic  recession 
has  also  hit  the  Anglican  Church 
hard  because  their  major  growth 
has  been  in  Third  World  Countries. 

I  was  most  appreciative  of  evange¬ 
lism  emerging  as  a  top  priority 
among  The  Anglicans  as  it  is  in 
Methodism. 


Louisiana  Congregations  Receive  Training  for  Ministry 


Backstage  at  the  Centroplex  Theater  for  the  Performing  Arts  prior 
to  the  latest  Vision  2000  training  session  are  three  key  people, 
FROM  LEFT,  Dr.  John  Ed  Mathison,  pastor  of  Frazer  Memorial  in 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  who  spoke  at  the  plenary  session;  the  Rev.  Carl 
Rhoads  III,  Vision  2000  chairman,  and  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive 
director,  Louisiana  Council  on  Ministries. 


Clergy-Spouse 
Retreat  Slated 

Spouses  of  the  Conference  clergy 
will  gather  at  Camp  Istrouma  for 
the  annual  retreat  April  16-18. 

Leaders  will  be  Marilyn  Oden 
and  the  Rev.  Leslie  Akin.  “Peace- 
ing  Our  Lives  Together,”  is  the 
study  theme. 

Joan  Potter  said,  “We  hope  to 
learn  how  to  put  the  pieces  of  our 
lives  together  while  we  also  have 
fun  and  fellowship.” 

Registration  will  begin  at  4  p.m. 
on  Friday  and  the  retreat  will  con¬ 
clude  after  a  worship/communion 
service  on  the  following  Sunday 
morning. 

Reservations  are  due  by  April  2. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Clergy- 
Spouse  Retreat  and  send  to  Kristi 
Palmer,  9525  Blom,  Shreveport,  LA 
71118.  The  cost  is  S30  which  will 
include  food,  lodging,  snacks  and 
much  more,  Potter  said. 


After  much  rain  earlier  in  the 
week,  it  was  a  pleasant  day  for 
the  Vision  2000  training  sessions 
in  Baton  Rouge.  The  participants 
above  eat  their  lunches  outdoors 
as  they  enjoy  seeing  the  sun  and 
a  colorful  balloon. 


The  training  session  on  the  Inviting  Church  was  the  largest  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  in  Ruston.  Pictured  as  they  prepared  are,  FROM  LEFT, 
Dr.  Roger  Swanson,  consultant;  the  Rev.  Helena  Wright-Butler  and 
the  Rev.  Peter  Harrington,  Task  Force  members  who  participated  in 
the  program.  Wright-Butler  also  talked  to  the  Serving  Congregation 
participants  about  outreach  ministries  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Bunkie. 


Studying  ways  to  be  more  Nurturing  Congregations  in  Sunday 
schools  and  other  areas  of  the  church  were  large  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  Baton  Rouge  Vision  2000  training  session  at  First  UMC. 


Mark  Your  Calendars! 

For  a  Fun  Time  in  Alexandria 
at  the 

Conference  Center  Round-Up 
Saturday,  March  6 
All  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  Invited 


Bishop  William  Oden  of  Louisiana  Area  visits  with  Archbishop  Des¬ 
mond  Tutu  at  Conference  in  Cape  Town,  South  Africa. 


Memorable  Event 

Bishop  Oden  described  the  most 
memorable  event  of  the  conference. 
“It  was  the  tremendous  Sunday  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  South  African  prov¬ 
ince  and  conference  participants. 
Archbishop  Tutu  was  the  celebrant, 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
preached. 

“Over  8,000  South  African  Angli¬ 
cans  were  present  along  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  other  South  African 


denominations  including  the  South 
African  Methodist  presiding  bish¬ 
op,  M.  Stanley  Mogoba. 

“There  was  great  preaching  and 
beautiful  music  from  a  choir  of  500. 
The  eucharist  was  led  by  a  dancing 
Archbishop  Tutu  who  couldn’t 
stand  still  during  the  joyous  music. 

"It  carved  an  indelible  memory 
in  my  heart  and  mind.  It  all  re¬ 
minded  me  of  our  own  Louisiana 
Gathering!” 


Clergy  Plan  Annual  Golf  Tourney 


Make  plans  now  to  participate  in 
the  Annual  Louisiana  Methodist 
Clergy  Golf  Tourney. 

The  event  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
April  13,  at  Santa  Maria  Golf  Club 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

To  enter  contact  the  Rev.  Larry 


O'Dell.  P.O.  Box  246,  Farmerville, 
LA  71241,  318/368-3840. 

Committee  members  are  the  Rev¬ 
erends  H.A.  (Peter)  Harrington, 
John  Lee,  Scott  Adams,  Bob  Potter 
and  O’Dell. 


New  Insurance  Benefits  Announced 


Participants  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  UMC  Group  Health  In¬ 
surance  plan  are  advised  that  begin¬ 
ning  in  January  of  1993,  there  are 
two  new  benefits.  A  “Special  Provi¬ 
sion  for  Newborns”  has  been  added 
to  the  plan  for  clarification  pur¬ 
poses. 

Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  administration,  said  the 
following  benefits  have  been  added 
asofJan.  1,  1993; 

■  Subject  to  the  deductible  and 
the  limitations  and  exclusions  of 
the  plan,  50  per  cent  of  eligible  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  for  restorative  or 
rehabilitative  speech  therapy  will  be 
payable  up  to  a  calendar  year  maxi¬ 
mum  of  $1,000. 

■  Subject  to  the  deductible  and 
the  limitations  and  exclusions  of 
the  plan,  80  per  cent  of  eligible  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  for  speech  therapy 
in  connection  with  home  health 
care  or  convalescent  facility  care 
will  be  payable. 

The  “Special  Provision  for  New¬ 
borns,”  added  for  clarification,  is  as 
follows: 

■  A  child  bom  to  an  employee 
with  Family  Coverage  will  have 
coverage  on  the  date  of  birth.  Writ¬ 
ten  notification  (change  card) 
should  be  submitted  within  31  days 
of  the  child's  birth  (for  record-keep¬ 


ing  purposes  only). 

■  A  child  born  to  an  employee 
with  Individual  Employee  Coverage 
only,  will  have  coverage  provided 
the  application  and  contribution  to 
add  the  child  are  made  prior  to 
birth. 

•f  If  the  application  is  made  on  or 
within  31  days  of  the  birth,  cover¬ 
age  will  become  effective  on  the 
date  of  application  and  will  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  Pre-Existing  Conditions 
and  Limitations  and  Exclusions  of 
the  plan. 

Z  If  the  application  is  made  after 
31  days  of  birth,  the  newborn  will 
be  subject  to  the  Evidence  of  Good 
Health  Requirement  for  dependents 
as  stated  in  Section  2.06-Item  D  of 
that  article. 

All  claims  will  be  filed  as  they 
currently  stand. 

Dr.  Caraway  urges  users  of  the 
plan  to  help  hold  costs  down. 

“We  will  remind  you  that  with  a 
self-funded  plan,  we,  by  the  amount 
of  the  claims  we  incur,  determine 
the  cost  of  the  plan,”  he  said. 

“We  are  asking  that  you  do  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  help  us  hold  down 
the  cost  of  the  medical  plan.  If  you 
will  use  the  most  cost  effective 
treatment  available,  while  not  com¬ 
promising  the  quality  of  your  health 
care,  you  will  help.” 


Interim  Appointment  Changes  Made 


Interim  change  of  appointments 
have  been  made  by  Bishop  Oden 
and  the  Cabinet  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  effective  Jan. 
1. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Hollis,  who 

Bishop  Kelly  Cancels 
Baton  Rouge  Visit 

The  Rev.  Carolyn  Stokes  an¬ 
nounces  that  the  visit  of  Bishop 
Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  to  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southern  University 
and  Baton  Rouge  churches  has  been 
canceled. 

Circumstances  prevented  Bishop 
Kelly’s  participation  at  this  time, 
Stokes  said. 

Kelly  had  been  scheduled  to  be  in 
Baton  Rouge  Feb.  16-17. 


comes  from  another  conference,  is 
associate  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Monroe. 

Appointed  pastor  of  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette,  was  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Burgess,  formerly  associate  at 
First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

The  Rev.  David  F.  Fortuna,  has 
moved  from  associate  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Shreveport,  to  pastor 
of  Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC, 
Monroe. 

The  Rev.  Joe  D.  Solomon,  an  as¬ 
sociate  Conference  member,  who 
was  pastor  of  Lea  Joyner  UMC  has 
been  granted  retirement  status. 

Named  Special  Projects  Supervi¬ 
sor  for  Disaster  Relief  at  Sager- 
Brown  in  Baldwin,  as  of  Feb.  1,  was 
the  Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan,  who 
was  pastor  of  St.  Joseph-Water- 
proof-Wesley  Charge. 
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Editorial; 


Putting  our  mission  where  our  mouth  is 


Is  The  United  Methodist  Church 
making  a  significant  “turn  toward 
the  poor?” 

The  correct  answers  are  “yes,” 
“maybe,"  and  “so  what?” 

Under  “yes,”  one  can  discern 
hints  of  a  possible  turn-in-progress 
on  numerous  fronts.  Consider: 

■  A  “blue  ribbon”  national  com¬ 
mittee  met  recently  to  study  where  to 
locate  General  Conference-mandated 
“shalom  zones,”  that  is,  targeted  ar¬ 
eas  of  ministry  in  decaying  urban 
neighborhoods  occupied  primarily  by 

•  the  poor  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

■  Bishops  in  the  1 3-state  Appala¬ 
chian  region  issued  a  historic  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  in  December  challenging 
United  Methodists  to  “turn  our 
face  to  the  poor”  and  committing 
themselves  to  enter  into  personal 

'  relationships  with  poor  people. 

■  Delegates  to  the  1 992  General 
Conference  approved  funding  for  a 
pioneering  emphasis  on  ministries 
to  and  with  Hispanic  peoples  that 
almost  surely  will  draw  the  church 
more  deeply  into  poverty-related 
areas  of  mission,  including  issues 
along  the  U.S. -Mexico  border  and 
inner-city  problems. 

■  General  Conference  delegates 
also  approved  funding  for  expand¬ 
ing  ministries  to  and  with  Native 
Americans,  often  described  as  being 
the  "poorest  of  the  poor”  in  some 
regions  of  the  country. 

We  believe  that  such  initiatives, 
viewed  as  a  whole,  do  reflect  a  re¬ 
newed  and  perhaps  unparalleled 
emphasis  by  our  denomination  on 
the  concerns  of  poor  people — on 
paper,  that  is. 

Enter  “maybe.” 

The  reality  is  that  it  is  too  soon  to 
say  if  these  initiatives  mark  an  actu¬ 
al,  measurable  shift  in  institutional 
priorities. 

We  are,  after  all,  less  than  a  year 
into  the  current  (1993-1996)  four- 
year  period  between  meetings  of 


General  Conference,  our  church’s 
top  lawmaking  body.  Scarcely 
enough  time  has  elapsed  for  slogans 
and  resolutions  to  be  backed  up  by 
substantial  action. 

What  one  can  say,  however,  is 
this:  The  time  remaining  in  that 
four-year  period  finds  us  as  a  de¬ 
nomination  in  a  position  of  “put  up 
or  shut  up.” 

Hence,  the  “so  what?” 

Simply  put,  it  is  this: 

Our  church’s  recent  initiatives 
have  raised  the  ante,  materially  and 
morally,  in  our  public  commitment  to 
stand  with  the  poor. 

By  doing  so,  we  heighten  expecta¬ 
tions — rightly  so — that  we’re  seri¬ 
ous  about  confronting  our  identity 
(some  would  say  our  sin)  as  a  com¬ 
fortable,  largely  white,  middle-class 
church  that  is  out  of  touch  with  the 
harsh  realities  of  life  for  increasing 
numbers  of  people. 

If  we  fail  to  meet  such  expecta¬ 
tions,  we  do  so  at  grave  peril  to  our 
corporate  credibility  as  witnesses 
for  Christ  and  as  those  whom  He 
challenged  to  care  for  the  “least  of 
these.”  Furthermore,  as  an  interna¬ 
tional  church,  we  must  remember 
that  “the  least”  are  everywhere,  not 
just  in  this  country  where  the  pro¬ 
grams  cited  above  are  concentrated. 

In  other  words,  the  time  has  nev¬ 
er  been  more  right  for  us  to  put  our 
mission  where  our  mouth  is. 

Hence,  some  searching  questions 
for  church  leaders  and,  ultimately, 
for  each  of  us: 

/  How  do  “shalom  zones”  differ 
in  substance  from  existing  or  ongo¬ 
ing  ministries  to  the  poor?  How  can 
we  distinguish  constructive  plans  of 
actions  from  empty  rhetoric? 

S  What  does  it  mean  when  a 
bishop,  or  any  of  us,  says  we  intend 
to  be  in  direct  relationship  with  and 
ministry  to  the  poor?  Are  we  asking 
the  poor  what  their  needs  are?  Are 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

A  young  girl  leaning  out  the  broken  window  of  her  tenement  forms 
a  portrait  of  poverty.  Reaching  people  like  this  girl  and  her  family 
with  the  mission  and  ministry  of  Christ's  church  will  require  us  to 
ask  ourselves  some  searching  questions. 


we  listening  to  what  they  tell  us? 

S  Once  we  determine  the  objec¬ 
tives  of  a  ministry  with  the  poor, 
are  we  prepared  to  act  on  what  we 
learn?  What  are  the  practical  impli¬ 
cations  for  local  congregations,  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  churchwide 


boards  and  agencies? 

•f  What,  really,  is  required  of 
each  United  Methodist  Christian  if 
ours  is  to  be  transformed  by  God’s 
grace  into  a  church  that  truly  identi¬ 
fies  with  and  welcomes  the  poor  in’ 
our  midst? 


My  Witness= 


Let's  keep  lights  shining 
to  lead  others  to  Jesus 


By  NORMA  KEHRBERG 

Recently,  I  returned  to  Amp  Pi- 
pal,  Nepal,  where  I  had  my  first 
assignment  as  a  missionary  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  was  returning  as  part  of  my 
work  in  functional  literacy,  called 
“non-formal  education.”  Howev¬ 
er,  I  was  also  interested  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  which  is  supporting 
some  of  the  functional  literacy 
work  in  Nepal. 

Those  familiar  with  the  terrain  of 
Nepal  know  that  the  only  way  to  get 
from  place  to  place  is  to  walk.  This 
usually  means  up  and  down  “big” 
mountains.  It  takes  at  least  six  to 
eight  hours  to  get  from  place  to 
place,  if  not  one  or  two  days. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  top 
of  a  small  mountain  to  the  school. 
It  was  very  dark  but  I  switched  off 
my  flashlight  and  walked  to  the 
edge  of  the  ground,  the  only  flat 
place  in  the  surrounding  moun¬ 
tains.  I  was  with  Ishwari  Sapkota, 
the  supervisor  of  the  adult  classes 
in  this  area.  Ishwari  and  I  worked 
together  22  years  ago  and  we  were 
renewing  our  friendship. 

We  looked  out  to  the  other  moun¬ 
tains.  Scattered  on  the  mountain¬ 
sides  were  six  bright  lights.  Each 
light  was  a  five-  to  six-hour  walk 
apart.  The  bright  lights  were  a  pres¬ 
sure  kerosene  lantern  used  for  wom¬ 
en’s  literacy  classes.  The  rest  of  the 
mountainside  was  in  total  darkness. 

One  of  the  lights  seemed  to  be 
moving  across  the  path.  Ishwari 
explained  that  it  was  one  of  the  fa¬ 
cilitators  (as  the  teachers  of  the 
classes  are  called)  taking  the  light 
from  her  home  to  the  shelter 
where  her  classes  would  be  held. 

Six  nights  a  week  the  women  at- 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Norma 
Kehrberg  is  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Nepal 
and  past  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  This 
article  is  reprinted  with  permission 
from  UMCOR's  newsletter. 


tend  classes.  After  long  hours  of 
work,  they  walk  in  the  dark  along 
the  mountain  paths  and  gather  to 
learn  to  read  and  write. 

How  different  from  22  years  ago 
when  we  also  started  night  literacy 
classes!  Three  people  came  regu¬ 
larly,  but  two  often  fell  asleep  dur¬ 
ing  the  class. 

Not  so  now!  The  women  know 
they  have  a  new  opportunity.  They 
know  that  skills  in  reading  and 
writing  give  them  the  ability  to 
make  some  of  the  decisions  in 
their  lives.  They  gather  in  the 
night,  in  crowded  rooms,  on  the 
steps,  on  the  mountain  paths,  con¬ 
fident  that  they  can  learn  and  be  a 
part  of  the  new  Nepal. 

During  my  visit,  I  saw  women 
read,  write  letters  and  share  newly 
composed  poems  and  songs  with  the 
entire  class.  Their  glowing  faces  re¬ 
flected  the  lights  shining  in  the  night. 

Your  gifts  to  the  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  on  March  2 1  can  keep  the 
“lights  shining  in  the  night.”  In  these 
classes,  many  of  these  newly  literate 
people  learn  to  read  the  Bible  for 
themselves.  Through  this  new  skill, 
some  are  called  to  meet  Jesus,  the 
light  of  the  world. 


others!  Letters  to  the  Editor 


are  saying 


"God  is  not  redundant,  nor  does 
God  need  to  assign  the  same  task 
to  a  number  of  different  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  hope  that  between 
them  the  job  might  get  done.  . . . 
God  has  a  unique  plan  for  each 
one;  the  plan  is  not  for  those,  bod 
ies  to  be  competitive,  but  to  be 
complementary  in  ministry.” 

— Christian  researcher  George 
Barna  in  his  book,  “Without  a  Vi¬ 
sion,  the  People  Perish.” 

* *  *  * 

"Moments  of  difficulty  and 
stress  are  fre¬ 
quently  invita¬ 
tions  to  think 
creative  thoughts 
about  how  we 
carry  out  our 
mission.  ...  In 
important  ways, 
I  portions  of  the 
past  cannot  be  the  future.” 

— Bishop  David  J.  Lawson,  Illinois 
Area. 

*  *  * 

“The  World  Council  of  Churches 
owes  a  lot  of  its  history  to  the  laity 
movement,  and  we’ve  unfortunate¬ 
ly  forgotten  most  of  it.” 

— The  Rev.  Konrad  Raiser,  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 


“God  created  us  as  a  family.  He 
colored  some  of  us  black,  some 
white,  some  red,  some  yellow,  and 
some  brown  because  that  is  what 
He  wanted  us  to  be.  However,  evil 
has  crept  in.  It’s  the  evil  of  racism. 
And  racism  is  a  sin!” 

—The  Rev.  William  T.  Wallace, 
Lewes,  Del. 


Don't  throw  stones  at  World  Council  whistle-blower 


I  am  very  sad  to  see  how  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  has 
changed  from  a  fiercely  indepen¬ 
dent  paper  that  held  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  toes  to  the  fires  of 
accountability  to  a  newspaper 
which  now  tries  to  prop  up  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  bureaucracy  even 
when  maybe  it  shouldn’t. 

Take  the  article  by  Religious 
News  Service  writer  Gustav  Spohn, 
“Reader’s  Digest 
strikes  again  at 
World  Council” 

(see  UMR,  Jan. 

29).  There  is  a  pe¬ 
jorative  tone 
about  this  article.  World  Council  of 
It  reads  as  though  Churches  logo, 
the  Reader's  Digest  and  the  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
are  the  bad  guys  for  reporting  some¬ 
thing  sinister  that  has  been  going  on 
in  the  World  Council  for  quite  a 
long  time. 

I  get  the  feeling  that  the  Reporter 
is  doing  what  Pentagon  officials 
tried  to  do  when  a  “whistle-blower” 
alleged  that  the  armed  forces  were 
paying  $400  for  ordinary  $12  ham¬ 
mers.  The  Reader’s  Digest  is  blow¬ 
ing  a  whistle  and  because  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  has  be¬ 
come  so  tied  to  United  Methodist 
bureaucracy,  your  reporting  has  to 
throw  stones  at  the  whistle-blowers. 

If  the  allegations  are  true,  why 
shouldn’t  we  be  told  the  truth  in  a 
detailed,  forthright,  non-pejorative 
manner?  We  really  haven’t  been 
told  the  whole  truth;  we’ve  only  got¬ 
ten  the  first  volley  of  verbal  attacks 
from  each  side. 

James  Stevenson 
Columbus,  Ohio 

It  was  courageous 

Your  Jan.  29  editorial  dealing  with 


the  Super  Bowl  event/symbol/ritual 
is  timely,  courageous,  and  needed. 

If  our  national,  regional,  and  local 
obsession  with  sports  were  limited  to 
this  annual  pagan  Super  Bowl  satur¬ 
nalia,  it  might  be  rationalized  under 
the  First  Amendment  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  But  our  obsession 
with  sports  in  general  extends  to  all 
professional,  collegiate,  high  school, 
and  even  middle  school  levels. 

Yet  one  good  thing  has  emerged 
from  the  Super  Bowl  fetish,  and  that 
is  Stephen  L.  Swecker’s  provocative 
prayer  that  wouldn’t  otherwise  have 
been  possible  (see  “Faithfully  yours,” 
UMR,  Jan.  29). 

Sam  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

What  about  hunting? 

In  the  Western  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  our  church  is  spon¬ 
soring  hunting  parties  in  Wesley 
Woods,  a  tract  of  land  that  bears  the 
name  of  another  strong  opponent  of 
sport  hunting — John  Wesley. 

A  petition  to  ban  hunting  from 
church  property  has  been  presented 
an  annual  conference.  It  was  defeat¬ 
ed,  but  it  will  be  presented  again 
this  year. 

In  the  meantime,  conscientious 
church  members  may  want  to  ask 
themselves  some  questions  to  clari¬ 
fy  how  they  really  feel  about  recre¬ 
ational  hunting: 

•f  Do  animals  have  the  same  ca¬ 
pacity  for  pain  and  fear  that  we 
have? 

/  Should  we  be  concerned  about 
the  suffering  the  human  species  in¬ 
flicts  on  animals? 

/  Should  the  church  be  at  the 
forefront  of  humane  reforms  re¬ 
garding  hunting? 

Some  may  find  themselves  in 


/  predict  the  future  of  UMC's  ministry  is . . . 


So  our  Council  of  Bishops  is  taking 
on  the  task  of  understanding  the 
ministry  and  making  their  proposals 
to  the  1996  General  Conference  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  22)? 

Let  me  predict  some  of  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  what  will  likely  come  out  of 
the  Council’s  committee: 

1.  Bishops  will  be  ordained,  not 
just  consecrated.  That  higher  level 
will  be  offered  as  the  true  ecumenical 
tradition. 

2.  Seminary  training  will  be  dis¬ 
couraged  because  it  “professional¬ 
izes”  clergy.  (Bishops,  of  course,  will 
have  to  be  seminary  trained,  at  least 
until  the  2008  General  Conference 
when  lay  pastors  will  finally  success¬ 
fully  push  to  be  elected  bishop). 

3.  Pastors  will  no  longer  be  full 
members  of  the  annual  conference. 
They  will  all  be  lay  pastors,  hired  at 
will  by  the  bishops,  and  thus  also 
fired  at  will. 


4.  There  will  no  longer  be  full  el¬ 
ders  or  deacons  as  we  know  them. 
There  will  only  be  lay  pastors  who 
will  be  called  elders  and  laypeople 
who  will  be  called  diaconal  ministers. 

5.  Diaconal  ministers  will  remain 
much  as  they  are,  with  title  and 
many  strings  attached  and  subject 
to  the  appointment  of  a  bishop 
without  any  safeguards  from  arbi¬ 
trary  action. 

6.  Paragraph  36  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline  will  be  changed  so  that 
the  bishops  have  the  last  word  on 
all  matters  of  character  and  confer¬ 
ence  relations  instead  of  the  annual 
conference.  [EDITOR'S  NOTE: 
Paragraph  36,  a  part  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  gives  to  annual  conferences 
the  authority  to  vote  on  “. . .  all 
matters  relating  to  the  character 
and  conference  relations  of  its  min¬ 
isterial  members  and  on  the  ordina¬ 


tion  of  ministers. . .”]. 

If  these  are  recommended,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  probably  will 
vote  their  support  for  the  results  of 
a  ministry  study  for  the  first  time  in 
a  quarter  century. 

But  I  would  hope  not. 

Jerry  Eckert 
Horicon,  Wisconsin 


agreement  with  Anna  Sewell,  au¬ 
thor  of  “Black  Beauty,”  who  wrote: 
“There  is  no  religion  without  love, 
and  people  may  talk  as  much  as 
they  like  about  their  religion,  but  if 
it  does  not  teach  them  to  be  good 
and  kind  to  other  animals  as  well  as 
humans,  it  is  a  sham.” 

Carolyn  Hastings 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Rev.  John 
Ross  Thompson,  council  on  minis¬ 
tries  director  for  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference,  replies: 

“One  of  our  conference  camps  of¬ 
fers  a  retreat  setting  for  those  who 
choose  to  go  hunting.  However,  the 
annual  conference  doesn’t  sponsor 
the  event,  we  don’t  promote  it,  we 
don't  train  people  to  hunt  and  we 


don’t  encourage  people  to  hunt.  In¬ 
stead  we  offer  a  Christian  setting  for 
those  who  choose  to  hunt  instead  of 
the  expensive,  often  alcoholic,  atmo¬ 
sphere  in  other  areas. 

“For  some  low-income  people  here 
in  our  economically  depressed  state — 
including  some  pastors — hunting  is 
not  recreation;  it’s  meat  on  the  table 
in  winter.” 


The  United  Methodist 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  by  grace  you  have  been 
saved  through  faith,  and  this  is  not 
your  own  doing;  it  is  the  gift  of 
God — not  the  result  of  works,  so 
that  no  one  may  boast.”  (NRSV) 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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(Last  week's  answer  John  7:24) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  14 

Monday:  Psalms  1 1 9: 1-3 
Tuesday:  Psalms  119:4-8 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy30:15-18 
Thursday:  Deuteronomy  30: 1 9-20 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  3:1-3 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  3:4-9 
Sunday:  Matthew  5:21-37 


q4)bo  weetfe 


Major  changes  in  the  economy  are 
forcing  larger  numbers  of  persons  out 
of  work.  Believing  that  crisis  is  a  time 
of  opportunity  for  both  spiritual  and 
personal  growth,  this  conference  will 
provide  information  for  your 
IP  church  to  enter  this  exciting 
new  ministry. 


Saturday,  March  6,  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church.  Cost 
is  $65.00  per  delegate,  including  comprehensive  workbook 
and  lunch.  Registration  deadline  March  1. 

For  more  information  call  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Counseling  Center,  Memphis, 
Tennessee  (901)  761-0576. 
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RIOTS  IN  ZAIRE:  Homes  of  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  missionaries  in  Zaire  are 
reported  to  have  been  looted  during  several 
days  of  rioting  in  the  Central  African  country. 
The  problem  began  Jan.  28  when  Zairian  troops 
rebelled  after  being  paid  by  President  Mobutu 
Sese  Seko  with  what  they  believed  was  worth¬ 
less  money.  Looters  “took  everything”  from  the 
home  of  Bishop  Onema  Fama,  who  was  in  the 
United  States  at  the  time,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Julius  Jefferson  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division.  The  home  of  Bish¬ 
op  Ngoy  Wakadilo  and  missionary  residences  in 
another  city  also  were  ransacked.  The  mission 
board  has  25  missionaries  and  17  of  their  de¬ 
pendent  children  in  Zaire. 

'TOTALLY  UNACCEPTABLE':  United 

Methodists  in  Boston  have  expressed  “dis¬ 
may  and  outrage”  at  the 
impending  release  of  an  ad 
campaign  for  a  new  tennis 
shoe  called  “The  Run  ‘n’ 

Gun,”  produced  by  the 
Converse  Shoe  Co.  in  Read¬ 
ing,  Mass.  “While  the  term 
‘run  ‘n’  gun’  refers  to  a  style 
of  aggressive  offense  in 
both  basketball  and  football 
...  the  connotation  of  violence  is  unmistakably 
clear,”  said  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston 
Area).  Officials  of  the  church’s  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference  plan  to  form  a  co¬ 
alition  with  other  religious  leaders,  educators, 
youth  workers  and  teens  to  discuss  the  product 
name  with  the  shoe  company. 

TOUR  OF  LOS  ANGELES:  The  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  will  “take  to  the 
streets”  May  3  during  a  one-day  tour  of  Los  An¬ 
geles.  The  bishops  will  extend  their  spring  meet¬ 
ing  in  San  Diego  with  a  tour  of  areas  hit  by  Los 
Angeles  riots  last  April.  The  council  is  also  ex¬ 
pected  to  visit  proposed  “shalom  zone”  sites 
and  other  urban  ministries  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

'PRAY  FOR  HAITI':  A  personal  call  to 
United  Methodist  congregations  and  individ¬ 
uals  to  work  and  pray  for  the  people  of  Haiti, 
who  "live  under  a  system  which  categorically 
denies  them  the  very  necessities  of  life,”  was  is¬ 
sued  Feb.  4  by  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fas- 
sett.  He  is  the  top  staff  official  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Included 
in  the  statement  is  a  call  to  President  Clinton  to 
base  his  Haitian  policy  On  the  United  Nations 
convention  relating  to  the  status  of  refugees  “in 
order  to  secure  humane  treatment  of  a  desper¬ 
ate  people.” 

AT  THE  SUPER  BOWL:  Buffalo  Bills 

wide  receiver  Steve  Tasker,  a  member  of  Baker 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  East 
Aurora,  N.Y.,  was  among  football  stars  featured 
on  United  Way  commercials  donated  by  the 
National  Football  League  during  the  Jan.  31  Su¬ 
per  Bowl  telecast.  A  portion  of  the  commercial 
was  filmed  at  the  church.  Mr.  Tasker’s  father, 
the  Rev.  Gordon  Tasker,  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  from  Kingman,  Kan.,  led  worship  for  the 
team  before  the  game.  The  30-minute  service  in 
a  Los  Angeles  hotel  was  attended  by  Protestant 
team  members,  their  families  and  friends. 

WANT  CROSS  REMOVED:  A  Uni¬ 
tarian  Universalist  minister  is  leading  a  federal 
court  fight  to  remove  a  Christian  cross  from  the 
official  seal  of  Edmond,  Okla.  A  suit  filed  by  the 
Rev.  Wayne  A.  Robinson,  formerly  a  United 
Methodist,  three  members  of  his  Edmond  con¬ 
gregation  and  a  Jewish  man,  claims  that  the 
symbol  violates  the  constitutional  separation  of 
church  and  state.  An  Edmond  physician  quickly 
announced  creation  of  a  fund  to  fight  the  case. 


Churchwide  camping  gifts  indicated 


Where  will  the  UMC's  national  camp  be  located? 


North  Texas 
Conference 


An  anonymous  donor  is 
reported  to  have  purchased 
three  parcels  of  land  in  the 
church's  North  Texas,  Texas 
and  Central  Texas 
conferences  as  possible 
locations  for  the  church's 
proposed  $20  million  national 
camping/conference  and 
retreat  center. 
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Texas  sites  reportedly  bought 
for  possible  national  UM  camp 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 

Associate  Editor 

All  72  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  have  qualified  to  re¬ 
ceive,  in  the  year  2000,  an  anony¬ 
mous  gift  of  more  than  $  1  million 
each  for  camping  ministries. 

This  latest  development  in  a 
two-year-old  benevolence  bomb¬ 
shell  was  announced  Jan.  29-Feb. 
2  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  camp  leaders. 

It  was  also  announced  that  the 
donor  has  purchased  three  tracts 
of  land  in  Texas  for  consider¬ 
ation  as  the  site  for  a  national 
camping  and  retreat  center.  This 
national  center  will  receive  $20 
million  in  addition  to  monies 
pledged  to  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  (see  related  story). 

The  total  prospective  gift  of 
some  $110  million  is  thought  to 
be  the  largest  single  gift  ever  to 
any  United  Methodist  church  or 
church-related  endeavor. 

Three  criteria  met 

The  gift  was  contingent  upon 
annual  conferences’  meeting 
three  criteria: 

■  Camping  and  retreat  minis¬ 
tries  had  to  have  been  in  place  in 
the  annual  conference  before  the 
gift  was  announced; 

■  A  one-page  proposal  of  what 
each  conference  expected  to  do 
with  the  gift  had  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Rev.  Charles  Kishpaugh, 
director  of  national  camping 
ministries  for  the  church's  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship,  by 
Jan.  1,  1993; 

■  The  proposal  had  to  include 
a  statement  that  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  was  willing  to  be  a  conduit 
for  an  additional  gift  to  the  na¬ 
tional  camping  and  retreat  center. 

All  conferences  have  met  the 
criteria,  Mr.  Kishpaugh  told  the 
Reporter. 

The  donor,  whose  identity  has 
not  been  disclosed,  made  the  cri¬ 
teria  known  through  Maurice 


Wise,  a  longtime  friend  of  the 
donor  and  director  of  Camp  Ho¬ 
rizon  in  Arkansas  City,  Kan. 

Mr.  Wise  earlier  said  in  a  letter 
to  annual  conference  camping 
leaders  that  there  was  no  “right” 
or  “wrong”  proposal  nor  a  “pass- 
fail”  program.  Rather,  the  donor 
wanted  each  annual  conference 
to  “lift  its  vision  for  the  21st  cen¬ 
tury,”  he  said. 

In  addition  to  the  $1  million, 
the  donor  pledged  each  annual 
conference  a  share  of  the  interest 
on  the  $20  million  national 
camping  center  gift  which  is  in¬ 
vested  until  the  year  2000.  The 
additional  gift  is  estimated  at 
some  $250,000  for  each  confer¬ 
ence,  depending  on  the  amount 
of  interest  earned. 

The  present  donor,  whose 
identity  or  even  whose  existence 
has  caused  much  speculation 
within  the  denomination,  actual¬ 
ly  inherited  the  money  from  an 
original  donor  now  deceased. 

Vision  of  Christian  camping 

Mr.  Wise  says  it  was  the  first 
donor  who  had  the  initial  vision 
for  Christian  camping  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  moving  toward  reali¬ 
ty.  That  vision  was  spelled  out 
over  a  number  of  years  in  con¬ 
versations  with  Mr.  Wise  and  the 
present  donor. 

Some  within  the  denomination 
have  voiced  doubts  about  the  en¬ 
tire  proposal.  But  few  camp  lead¬ 
ers  have  doubts,  according  to  Mr. 
Kishpaugh. 

“There  will  always  be  some, 
like  Thomas,  who — until  they 
can  actually  see  the  money  or 
touch  it — will  have  some 
doubts,”  he  said. 

Does  Mr.  Kishpaugh  himself 
have  doubts? 

“The  donor  has  asked  us  to 
deal  with  this  in  faith.  My  faith  is 
that  all  of  this  is  real,”  he  told  the 
Reporter. 


reels  of  land 
are  said  to  be  convenient 
to  Dallas/Fort  Worth 
Airport. 


About  20,000  acres  of  land  in 
north  central  Texas  reportedly 
have  been  purchased  by  an  anony¬ 
mous  donor  for  possible  location 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
proposed  national  camping/confer¬ 
ence  and  retreat  center. 

The  three  parcels  of  land  are  in 
the  church’s  North  Texas,  Texas 
and  Central  Texas  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  the  donor’s  representative 
Maurice  Wise  told  the  Reporter. 

One  or  more  parcels  may  over¬ 
lap  conference  lines  (see  map). 
All  parcels  are  convenient  to  Dal- 
las-Fort  Worth  International  Air¬ 
port,  he  said. 

Mr.  Wise,  a  longtime  friend  of 
the  donor,  is  director  of  Camp 


Horizon  in  Arkansas  City,  Kan. 

The  parcels  of  land  are  said  to 
be  1,000-plus  acres,  5,000-plus 
acres  and  13,000-plus  acres  in 
size.  The  exact  site  will  be  select¬ 
ed  before  the  year  2000  by  a  sev¬ 
en-member  national  board  of 
trustees. 

Three  of  the  seven  national 
camping  center  trustees  will  be  se¬ 
lected  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  three 
by  the  National  United  Methodist 
Camp  and  Retreat  Committee. 

The  committee  was  formed 
some  20  years  ago  to  enhance  the 
work  of  the  Discipleship  board's 
camping  staff  person  and  to  form 
a  national  network  of  United 


Methodist  camping  Leaders. 

The  14  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  are  elected  by  the  church’s 
five  regional  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences. 

The  donor  has  designated  Mr. 
Wise  as  a  permanent  trustee. 

Plans  for  the  national  camping 
center  are  being  developed  by  the 
Discipleship  board  with  input 
from  camping  leaders  throughout 
the  church. 

The  board's  national  camping 
ministries  director,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Kishpaugh,  said  all  other 
major  agencies  of  the  church  will 
be  solicited  for  ideas. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


All  three  pa 


Huggable  bears  invade  Missouri 
en  route  to  sick  Russian  kids 


Here's  how  to  help: 

1.  Purchase  a  new  huggable  teddy  bear  or  soft 
doll. 

2.  Wrap  the  toy  in  clear  plastic  and  tie  with  a 
I  ribbon. 

3.  Write  a  "love  note”  to  a  child.  It  will  be 
translated. 

4.  Package  the  doll  for  transport  by  U.S.  Mail  or  United  Parcel 
Service. 

5.  Enclose  a  $2  check,  payable  to  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship,  to  cover  overseas  shipping  costs. 

6.  Send  toys  to  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship,  108  Balow 
Wynd,  Columbia,  Mo.  65203. 

7.  Checks  to  purchase  toys,  instead  of  toys  themselves,  may  be 
sent  to  the  fellowship  at  the  address  listed. 

Toys  must  be  received  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  by  Feb.  28. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Dr.  Seuss  probably  would  de¬ 
scribe  the  scene  thus: 

While  bears,  black  bears, 
brown  bears,  blond  bears, 

Big  bears,  small  bears,  and  not- 
al-all  bears, 

They  cover  the  chairs,  they  sit 
on  the  rugs, 

Waiting  to  go  to  Russia  with 
hugs. 

That’s  what  the  Columbia, 
Mo.,  living  room  of  United 
Methodist  minister  the  Rev. 
Melvin  E.  West  looks  like  as  he 
and  his  wife,  Barbara,  process 
hundreds  of  huggable  teddy  bears 
and  soft  dolls  for  shipment  to 
hospitalized  Russian  children. 

Mr.  West  is  coordinating  the 
toy  drive  being  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellow¬ 
ship  and  the  United  Methodist 


Committee  on  Relief. 

“I’ve  never  had  a  project  that 
people  enjoyed  so  much  or  felt 
better  about,”  he  said.  “I’m  sure 
we’ll  reach  our  5,000-bear  goal.” 

Since  the  project’s  announce¬ 
ment  just  before  Christmas,  the 
West  household  has  been  inundat¬ 
ed  by  packages  containing  bears 
sent  via  the  U.S.  Postal  Service 
and  United  Parcel  Service. 

Huggable  toys — including  three 
handmade  bears  from  a  crafts- 
woman  in  Hawaii — arrive  daily 
from  nearly  every  U.S.  state,  Mr. 
West  told  the  Reporter. 

“First  the  toys  came  from  indi¬ 
viduals,  then  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  [units]  and  now 
they're  coming  from  Sunday 
school  classes,”  Mr.  West  said. 

“Love  notes”  of  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  Russian  children  ac¬ 
company  the  toys.  Some  are 
deeply  touching,  he  added  (see 


accompanying  box  for  details  on 
how  to  contribute). 

Mr.  West  came  up  with  the 
project  after  discovering  that 
Russian  children's  hospitals 
lacked  toys.  He  was  in  Russia  last 
year  with  a  team  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Feb.  28  is  the  deadline  for  the 
bears’  arrival  at  the  Wests’  home 
so  the  toys  can  be  shipped  to 
New  York. 

From  New  York  the  bears  and 
dolls  will  go  to  Russia  in  an  UM- 
COR-paid  container  that  also 
will  carry  sewing  machines  for  a 
group  of  Russian  widows,  Mr. 
West  said. 

The  toys  will  be  distributed 
through  the  Russian  Peace  Foun¬ 
dation — the  group  which  distrib¬ 
uted  food  boxes  contributed  by 
United  Methodists  last  year. 

The  project  also  now  has  help 
from  a  Russian  professor,  Mr. 


West  said. 

Galina  Popovici,  a  research  pro¬ 
fessor  of  nuclear  engineering,  is 
spending  a  year  at  the  University 
of  Missouri  working  on  manufac¬ 
turing  diamonds  for  scientific  Use. 

Professor  Popovici  learned  of 
the  project  while  attending  Mis¬ 
souri  United  Methodist  Church 


near  the  campus.  She  called  the 
Wests  and  offered  her  help  in 
translating  the  notes. 

“Galina  is  preparing  a  letter 
thanking  the  contributors  for  be¬ 
ing  so  kind  to  sick  children  in  her 
country,"  said  Mrs.  West.  “It  will 
be  included  in  the  thank-you  let¬ 
ters  my  husband  is  sending.” 


When  John  Wesley  took 
to  the  English  countryside 
in  1739  to  preach  from 
an  open  air  pulpit,  he 
awakened  a  self-identity 
as  "a  universal  priest" 
with  a  worldwide  parish. 

Today  churches  with 
Wesleyan  roots  are 
found  across  the  globe. 

And  as  illustrated  at  left, 
some  have  shown 
stellar  growth  in  the 
last  30  years. 
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Posting  Methodism’s  global  growth 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION 
BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Membership  in  1962  Membership  in  1992 


Africa  1,085,500 

Asia  1,230,820 

Pacific  473,500 

Europe  946,000 

South  and  Central  America  178,600 

North  America  15,357,365 


5,360,271 

5,153,991 

1,221,168 

633,068 

1,350,000 

15,332,354 


Worldwide  membership 

1962  19,272,185 

1992  29,069,376 

Sotrcft- 

World  Methodbt  Comet 


'Multicultural'  Sunday  worship: 
Is  it  done  for  better  or  for  worse? 


By  YVONNE  SAMUEL 
Religious  News  Service 

A  new  worship  trend  in  mainline 
Protestant  churches — blending  lan¬ 
guages,  customs  and  songs  of  inter¬ 
national  cultures  with  traditional 
liturgy— has  become  an  integral 
part  of  Sunday  morning  religious 
services  across  the  country. 

While  some  say  such  “multicultur¬ 
al”  worship  creates  a  better  under¬ 
standing  between  cultures,  others 
complain  it  is  too  disjointed  and  long 
and  a  disservice  to  tradition. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Jones,  pastor  of  the 
Wilshire  United  Methodist  Church 
in  an  upscale  section  of  Los  Angeles, 
said  the  church  has  a  rich  history  of 
developing  outreach  programs  to  eth¬ 
nic  cultures  but  the  riots  were  a  set¬ 
back.  Over  the  last  six  months.  Mr. 
Jones  said  "there  has  been  a  deepen¬ 
ing  of  racial  division." 

Members  of  the, congregation  rep¬ 
resent  35  nationalities,  including  40 
percent  Korean,  1 5  percent  Hispan¬ 
ic,  15  percent  Filipino  and  15  per¬ 
cent  African  American. 

On  Sundays,  the  church  holds  five 
separate  worship  services  in  four  lan¬ 
guages,  and  seven  times  a  year,  four 
languages  are  used  in  a  single  service. 


The  worship  bulletin  is  printed  in 
four  columns,  one  for  Spanish,  others 
for  English,  Korean  and  Tagalog,  bet¬ 
ter  known  as  Filipino. 

Mr.  Jones  said,  "In  cooperation 


with  our  local  seminary,  the  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont,  we  are 
developing  a  training  program  to 
help  lay  persons  function  effectively 
in  a  multicultural  context.” 


Global  Gathering  ’93 


Preaching  the  Mission  Coffeehouse  for  Youth 

Story  *  Mission  and  the  General  n^arH  ni  rzinhai  Minketrtoe  •  Global  Gathering 

Choir  •  Global  Village  • 
Conference  Displays  * 


Story  •  Mission  and  the 
Electronic  Media 
Health  Belongs  to  All  • 

Being  a  US-2  •  Mission  Education 
with  Children  •  Being  a  Missionary  * 
Energizing  Others  for  Mission  •  0  ■&/ 

Rural/Urban  Communities:  •  A 
Missional  Needs  • 

Mission  to  Homeless 
Men  in  Mission  • 

Mission  Displays  & 

Mission  Fairs  •  Ministry 
to  People  with  AIDS  * 

Mission  Through  the 
Cooperative  Parish  • 

Health  Belongs  to  All  * 

Over  70  Additional 
Workshops 


General  Board  o(  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
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y- 


Prayer  Tent  •  Living  Rain  Forest  • 
Faith  Stories  from  Around  the  World  ♦ 
a.  Bishop  Mattos  (Brazil)  •  Inter- 
*  jjT  A  national  Gathering  for  Youth 
*  Rev.  Holmes  (USA) 
•  Post-Gathering  Tour  of 
the  Mission  Sites  •  Lee 
p*  Tai-Young  (Korea)  • 
Dr.  Webb  (United 
Kingdom)  •  Dust  & 
Ashes  •  Roger  Wilkins 
^  „  r  .  ^5  (USA)  •  Rev.  Joan 

Uf  y  u  Campbell  (USA)  • 

X  K*  ^  Missionary  Commissioning 
Service  •  Bible  Study  •  Music 


Send  for  your  registration  packet  by  writing  to: 

Global  Gathering  '93.  Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

PROMOTED:  Marigene  Chamberlain  has 

been  promoted  to  director  in  the  Covenant  Dis- 
cipleship  small-group  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Former¬ 
ly  an  associate  director,  she  will  work  more  directly 
with  annual  conferences,  particularly  in  Hispanic 
ministries  related  to  Covenant  Discipleship. 


CONSULTANT  HONORED:  The 

Rev.  Robert  C.  Smith,  of  1 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was 
honored  last  month  by  the 
United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  for  9Vi  years  as 
a  consultant.  Dr.  Smith 
edited  “UMCOR  Update." 
the  official  international 
newsletter  of  the  relief 
agency.  Dr.  Smith  said  he 
began  the  project  with  a  Robert  c.  Smith 
“modest  printing,”  producing  the  newsletter 
with  his  wife,  Helen,  out  of  his  home.  Dr.  Smith 
ended  his  final  edition  with  a  circulation  of 
100,000  copies  distributed  throughout  the  de¬ 
nomination. 


WASHINGTON  INTERNSHIP:  The 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Women’s 
Division  is  accepting  applications  for  the  Sally 
Graham  Ernst  Public  Policy  Internship.  The 
program  was  established  in  March  1992  in  hon¬ 
or  of  the  former  Women's  Division  president. 
One  intern  will  be  selected  to  work  for  10 
months,  beginning  in  September  1993. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  MINISTRY:  A 

challenge  for  United  Methodists  developing  Na¬ 
tive  American  ministries  continues  to  be  ex¬ 
pressing  the  ministry  in  a  relevant  way,  free 
from  “Euroforms  of  ministry”  that  are  insensi¬ 
tive  to  culture  and  tradition.  Those  were  the 
comments  of  the  Rev.  Sam  Wynn  of  Fayette¬ 
ville,  N.C.,  during  a  national  consultation  on 
Native  Americans  last  month.  Mr.  Wynn,  a 
member  of  the  Lumbee  tribe,  said  conflicts  be¬ 
tween  Native  American  Christians  and  those 
practicing  traditional  religions  must  be  ad¬ 
dressed.  An  estimated  17,500  Native  Americans 
are  United  Methodists. 

GOOD  TIMING:  A  container-load  of 
goods  contributed  by  United  Methodists  in  the 
Western  New  York  Annual  Conference  brought 
food,  clothing  and  other  items  to  Burundi  just 
as  refugees  arrived.  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndori- 
cimpa  (Burundi  Area)  wrote  to  his  Western  New 
York  counterpart.  Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim,  that 
the  timing  was  providential:  many  of  the  refugees 
coming  back  from  Tanzania,  Zaire  and  Rwan¬ 
da — who  had  fled  tribal  warfare  in  Burundi — ar¬ 
rived  without  personal  possessions  or  homes.  The 
two  regions  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  are 
“sister  conferences"  to  one  another. 


Preparing  for  the  somber  season  of  penitence 


I  A  Slice  of  the  Christian  Year:  1992-93 

Lent 


Scholars:  Protestants  should 
reclaim  practice  of  penance 


The  Christian  year  consists  of  a  cycle  of  seasons  by  which  Christians 
are  reminded  of  the  stories  and  teachings  of  the  Christian  faith.  Each 
season  has  a  suggested  color,  usually  displayed  on  the  liturgical 
cloths  used  on  a  church's  altar  and  pulpit.  The  dates  shown  are  for 
1992  through  1993  and  are  taken  from  the  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Worship. 

Current  seeion:  Lent,  signifies  preparation  for  Eaatar 
Colors:  purple  or  ash  gray 
Special  days: 

Ash  Wednesday,  Feb.  24 

First  Sunday,  Feb.  28  -  Jesus'  temptation  by  Satan 
Palm  Sunday,  April  4 
Holy  Thursday,  April  8 
Good  Friday,  April  9 


ILLUSTRATION  IT  0E8RA  MC» NISH1 
Lege  Inn  the  Untied  Msllellil  Seel  el  Werihtp 
0  III?  Untied  Melkedlll  PeHlihleg  Heeie 
Uidd  hy  getmiiilea 


Lent  a  time 
for  repenting, 
remembering 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Lent  leads  to  the  high  point  of 
the  Christian  year,  the  “three 
great  days"  from  sunset  Holy 
Thursday  through  sunset  Easter 
Day,  which  bridge  the  Lenten 
Season  to  the  Easter  Season. 

However  Lent,  which  means 
"spring,"  begins  long  before  that, 
on  Ash  Wednesday  (Feb.  24, 
1993).  It  ends  on  Holy  Saturday 
(April  10,  1993),  the  day  before 
Easter  (April  11,  1993). 

Lent  is  a  season  of  preparing 
for  Easter  in  remembrance  of 
Christ's  crucifixion,  death  and 
resurrection. 

Historically,  Lent  is  associated 
with  fasting  and  a  time  of  pen¬ 
ance  (see  related  story  at  right) 
for  all  Christians. 

The  first  Sunday  in  Lent  marks 
Jesus'  temptation  by  Satan. 

The  sixth  Sunday  is  Palm  Sun¬ 
day  (April  4,  1993),  marking  Je¬ 
sus’  triumphal  entry  into 
Jerusalem.  Palm  Sunday  begins 
Holy  Week,  which  includes 
Good  Friday  (April  9,  1993)  and 
ends  on  Easter  Sunday. 

The  new  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship  recommends 
that  worship  services  held  during 
the  “three  great  days”  be  viewed 
as  a  unified  service  as  the  congre¬ 
gation  “journeys  with  Jesus” 
from  the  upper  room  to  the  cross 
to  the  tomb  and  to  the  garden. 

Colors  for  Lent  are  somber — 


purple  or  ashy  gray.  Rough-tex¬ 
tured  cloth  may  be  used  for 
church  decorations. 

Many  congregations  remove 
all  shiny  objects  such  and  as  gold 
crosses  and  candelsticks — and 
even  flowers — from  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  as  a  part  of  a  Holy  Thursday 
service. 

Special  observances  for  Lent  in 
the  Book  of  Worship  include  a 


number  of  optional  services. 
Among  them  are  an  Ash  Wednes¬ 
day  service  for  imposition  of 
ashes,  a  Palm/Passion  Sunday 
procession  with  palm  branches,  a 
Holy  Thursday  foot-washing  ser¬ 
vice  and  a  Tenebrae  (or  “dark¬ 
ness”)  service — an  extended 
meditation  on  the  passion  of 
Christ— on  Holy  Thursday  or 
Good  Friday . 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religious  News  Service 

Protestants  have  lost  touch 
with  the  ancient  Christian  prac¬ 
tice  of  penance  and  should  take  it 
more  seriously,  like  their  Roman 
Catholic  counterparts. 

That's  the  contention  of  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  Divinity  School  in  Durham, 
N.C.  And  he  draws  support  from  a 
colleague  at  yet  another  United 
Methodist  school. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Long,  an 
ethicist  at  Duke,  believes  that 
Protestants  are  too  complacent 
about  sin,  especially  the  sins  of 
greed,  of  “grossly  disproportion¬ 
ate  wealth"  and  of  violence. 

Cheap  pardon 

“Without  penance,  forgiveness  is 
cheap,”  Dr.  Long  said  in  a  recently 
published  commentary.  “And 
cheap  forgiveness  is  a  sign  that  we 
have  not  taken  sin  seriously.” 

Dr.  Long’s  reflections  are  an 
example  of  the  comeback  the  an¬ 
cient  penitential  tradition  is 
making  in  Protestant  circles. 
That  has  occurred  mostly  in  the 
realm  of  liturgy,  where  more  and 
more  Protestants  are  queuing  up 
on  Ash  Wednesday — Feb.  24  this 
year — to  get  ashes  on  their  fore¬ 
heads,  the  traditional  outward 
sign  of  penance. 

Dr.  Long  says  Christians  need 
to  go  a  step  further,  though,  mov¬ 
ing  penance  from  word  and  sym¬ 
bol  to  concrete  action. 

He  wants  churches  to  set  a  cor¬ 


porate  example  for  members, 
demonstrating  links  between  rec¬ 
onciliation  and  penance. 

He  proposes,  for  example,  that 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
take  the  building  it  owns  across 
the  street  from  the  U.S.  Capitol 
and  Supreme  Court  and  turn  it 
over,  lock,  stock  and  barrel,  to  two 
historically  black  sister  denomina¬ 
tions,  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Significant  penance 

It  would  be  an  act  of  signifi¬ 
cant  penance,  explains  Dr.  Long, 
to  say,  “Here  is  our  most  expen¬ 
sive  piece  of  property;  we’re  giv¬ 
ing  it  to  you  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  fact  that  our  wealth  has  ac¬ 
cumulated  at  your  expense.” 

The  Rev.  Horace  T.  Allen,  a  li¬ 
turgical  expert  and  professor  of 
worship  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology,  says  social  dimensions, 
particularly  the  idea  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  are  becoming  more  and  more 
a  part  of  the  penitential  tradition 
in  the  modem  church. 

Increasingly,  penance  relates 
not  simply  to  discipline  but  to 
reconciliation,  not  only  among 
Christians  but  with  the  larger 
community  as  well. 

In  the  context  of  the  church  as 
a  corporate  body,  Dr.  Allen  said, 
that  means  the  church  should 
“have  its  own  ethical  home  in  or¬ 
der”  if  it  is  serious  about  preach¬ 
ing  to  the  larger  society. 


Relief  for  Haitian  refugees  tops  UMCOR's  aid  list 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Thirty  special  grants  totaling 
$352,005  for  domestic  and  inter¬ 
national  ministries  were  approved 
in  late  January  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

The  27-member  committee’s 
largest  grant,  $35,000,  was 
awarded  to  the  Miami  office  of 
Church  World  Service — relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.  A. 


It  will  help  support  legal  aid 
services  for  Haitian  refugees  who 
seek  political  asylum  in  the  U.S. 

Church  World  Service  officials 
reported  processing  about  4,500 
Haitian  refugees  from  Sept.  30, 
1991,  to  June  30,  1992.  Of  that 
number,  838  have  been  resettled 
by  volunteers  and  staff  within 
the  UMCOR  network  across  the 
country. 

Other  latest  UMCOR  grants 
went  to  projects  in  Botswana, 


Ghana,  Kenya,  Zambia,  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  Egypt,  Israel,  Jordan,  Leba¬ 
non,  Bangladesh,  India, 
Indonesia,  Papua  New  Guinea, 
the  Philippines,  Sri  Lanka,  Viet¬ 
nam,  Bolivia,  Colombia,  Ecua¬ 
dor,  Haiti  and  Panama. 

During  the  meeting,  UMCOR 
directors  and  staff  were  stunned 
to  learn  that  one  of  their  mem¬ 
bers  had  been  unable  to  see  his 
family  since  leaving  his  country 
to  attend  the  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries  meeting  last 
October  in  Stamford,  Conn. 

The  Rev.  James  Karblee,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  Liberia’s  Grand 
Bassa  District,  told  the  group 
that  rebel  fighters  have  gained  so 
much  control  that  people  are  un¬ 
able  to  leave  the  capital  city  of 
Monrovia. 

The  last  time  Mr.  Karblee  saw 
his  family  was  when  he  left  his 
home  to  come  to  the  United 
States  in  October. 


Prior  to  leaving,  he  was  de¬ 
tained  two  days  by  rebel  troops 
in  retaliation  for  protest  marches 
against  rebel  leader  Charles  Tay¬ 
lor  led  by  Liberian  Bishop  Arthur 
Kulah.  The  bishop  subsequently 
said  there  is  a  price  on  his  head 
in  Liberia. 

The  church’s  Liberian  Annual 
Conference,  scheduled  for  early 
February,  has  been  postponed 
until  June  because  of  political 
conflict  in  the  African  country. 


PEW  CUSHIONS 


custom  fined  to*  you'  pews  it<yn  an  excellent  selection 
ot  >abncs  and  cdors  Free  quotations' 
writ*  or  call  — 


Waggoners,  Jnc. 

PO  Bo»  1054  Hutchinson  KS  67501 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-642-3739 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  e 
The  solution—  15  | 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  | 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note  Minimum  Inv  estment  Rate” 

4  year  term  $100  4.80% 

1  year  term  $100  3.00% 

Flexible  $100  2.50% 


*Ratcs  subject  io  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  lor  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1  800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  ot  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 


Caucus  eyes  new  denomination 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

In  a  resolution  titled  “A  New  Be¬ 
ginning,”  the  national  council  of 
AfFirmation,  the  unofficial  United 
Methodist  caucus  for  lesbian,  gay 
and  bisexual  concerns,  recently 
posed  the  possibility  of  creating  a 
new  Methodist  denomination. 

Such  a  denomination,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  says,  would  “get  back  to  the  au¬ 
dacious  outreach  to  outcasts  and 
commitment  to  social  justice  that 
characterized  Methodism  from  its 
beginnings.” 

Affirmation  spokesman  Jay 
McCarty  of  Kansas  City,  Mo,,  told 
the  Reporter  that  the  proposal  has 
no  specific  plan  or  timetable,  nor  is 
the  group  sure  how  it  will  collect  the 


information  explored  in  discussions 
of  its  proposal. 

Mr.  McCarty  said  the  idea  was 
“to  raise  the  question”  of  a  possible 
schism  in  light  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  plans  to  hold  the  1996  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  in  Denver  despite 
Colorado’s  referendum  overturning 
local  laws  prohibiting  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  homosexual  people  and 
prohibiting  any  similar  future  laws. 

“I'm  no  scholar  on  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  but  we  do  have  in  it 
guidelines  which  say  we  uphold  the 
civil  rights  of  homosexual  people,” 
Mr.  McCarty  said. 

"The  question  is,  are  we  just  go¬ 
ing  to  write  things  down  in  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  and  then  wink  at  each  other 
as  if  to  say  we’ve  satisfied  those 
who  push  for  those  rights?  Can  we 


Struggle  mounting  over 
'96  church  conclave  site 


Affirmation  (see  related  story 
above)  is  one  of  at  least  seven  United 
Methodist  groups  supporting  moving 
the  1996  General  Conference  from 
Colorado  to  protest  a  law  banning 
special  civil  rights  protections  for  ho¬ 
mosexual  people  (see  UMR,  Jan.  22). 

The  proposal  to  move  the  1996 
General  Conference  has  been  placed 
on  the  spring  agendas  of  two  of  the 
denomination’s  top  bodies — the 
March  meeting  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  the  May 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

While  support  for  moving  the 
General  Conference  is  growing,  a 
backlash  against  the  proposal  also  is 
gaining  momentum  (see  “Here  I 
Stand,"  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

Rocky  Mountain  Annua!  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  to  the  1992  General 
Conference  sent  a  letter  last  week  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops  executive 
committee  supporting  Denver  as 
the  1996  site. 

Quoted  in  the  letter  was  the  Rev. 
Gerald  Trigg,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  He  cited  John  1 1:56 
as  a  guide  for  the  1 996  site  decision: 


"Jesus  wept,  but 
Jesus  went.  Can  we  ask 
United  Methodists  to 
do  less i" 

Gerald  Trigg 


“This  text  tells  me  that  while  Je¬ 
sus  certainly  could  have  avoided 
conflict  and  loss  by  depriving  Jeru¬ 
salem  of  his  followers’  attendance 
and  money  by  staying  out  of  that 
wicked  convention  center,  his  wit¬ 
ness  was  ultimately  about  the  King¬ 
dom  and  its  righteousness,  not 
about  steering  clear  of  the  self-righ¬ 
teous  hypocrites. 

“Jesus  wept,  but  Jesus  went.  Can 
we  ask  United  Methodists  to  do 
less?” 

Enforcement  of  the  Colorado 
law — known  as  Amendment  2 — has 
been  halted  by  a  temporary  injunc¬ 
tion  until  its  constitutionality  can 
be  decided  in  court. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


go  on  participating  in  activities — 
such  as  holding  our  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  a  state  that  discriminates 
against  gays  and  lesbians — that  our 
Discipline  is  clearly  against?” 

At  the  same  recent  meeting  in 
Washington,  Affirmation's  national 
council  also  adopted  a  resolution 
supporting  the  campaign  to  move 
the  1996  General  Conference  from 
Denver  in  protest  of  the  Colorado 
law. 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Minister 
for  hire.  Education  Aubum/Candlcr.  Good  ref¬ 
erences.  Experienced  leader,  musician,  former 
athlete,  lifetime  member/employcc  for  United 
Methodist  Church.  Scheduling  interviews  until 
February  1 7th.  (205)  478-3833. _ 

DIRECTOR  FOR  MINISTRY  TO  junior  high, 
senior  high  and  college-age  youth  and  young 
adults  needed  in  dynamic  1300  +  membership 
church.  Must  be  a  college  graduate  with  2-4 
years  experience  preferable.  Salary  commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience.  Contact:  Rev.  J.  Roddy 
Taylor,  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  1204 
Crabapple  Drive,  Shreveport,  LA  71 1 18,  (318) 
686-2  553. _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Euless,  TX  (just  west  of  DFW)  is  taking  appli¬ 
cations  for  a  church  organist.  You  may  send  re¬ 
sumes  to  the  church,  106  N.  Main,  Euless 
76039,  or  inquire  (8 1 7)  283-442 1 , _ 

1700-MEMBER  CHURCH  WITH  EXCITING 
music  program  seeks  part-time  Music  Director, 
Send  resume  to:  212  Hotel  Ave.,  Knoxville,  TN 
37918. _ 

CONFERENCE  YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  The 
Florida  Annual  Conference  seeks  resumes  for 
the  position  of  Associate  Conference  Council 
Director  with  responsibilities  for  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Emphasis  on  development  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  total  conference  youth  program. 
Give  strong  leadership  in  assisting  youth  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  local  church  and  serving  as  a  re¬ 
source  person  to  the  programs  of  the  districts 
and  local  churches.  Work  in  connection  with 
districts  and  local  churches  to  nurture  decisions 
made  for  Christ  at  conference  events.  Coordi¬ 
nate  and  supervise  Christian  faith  and  human 
sexuality  programs.  Bachelor's  degree  related  to 
youth  ministries  and/or  proven  work  experi¬ 
ence  in  youth  ministries.  Must  be  able  to  pass 
all  background  investigations  in  relation  to 
working  with  children  and  youth.  Position 
available  June  1,  1993.  Salary  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sumes  must  be  received  by  March  1,  1993. 
Send  resumes  to:  Personnel  Committee,  Flori¬ 
da  Annual  Conference,  P.O.  Box  3767,  Lakc- 
land,  FL  33802. _ _ 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Music 
for  an  800-mcmbcr  church  with  a  full  range  of 
choir  programs.  Please  send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  1981,  Pampa, 
TX  79065. _ _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF 
Brevard,  a  900  +  member  church  in  the  west¬ 
ern  North  Carolina  mountains,  is  seeking  a  Di¬ 
rector  Christian  Education  starting  Summer 
1993.  Looking  for  energetic,  enthusiastic  indi¬ 
vidual  to  be  responsible  for  overall  Christian 
education  program.  Three  to  five  years  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  College  or  graduate  degree  in 
Christian  education  or  closely  related  field  re¬ 
quired.  Send  resume  to:  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  c/o  Michael  K.  Prall,  I  North  Gas¬ 
ton  Street.  Brevard,  NC  28712. 


Oxford 
Summer 
School  in 
RELIGIOUS 

Studies 


Tuesday  10  August  - 
Monday  23  August  1993 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

Lecturers: 

Professor  John  Macquarrie 
Bishop  Kallistos  T.  Ware 
Bishop  Richard  Holloway 
Bishop  Kenneth  Cragg 
Dr.  F.W.  Dillistone 
Canon  John  Fenton 
Dr.  N.T.  (Tom)  Wright 
Dr.  Sue  Gillingham 
Dr.  Benedicta  Ward,  S.L.G. 
Dr.  Peter  Hodgson 

A  unique  opportunity  to  join 
a  small  ecumenical  group 
and  study  with  these 
distinguished  scholars  in 
the  intimate  setting  of 
Oxford's  oldest  college. 

For  brochure  contact: 
Norma  Christensen 
820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K 
Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:  (307)  347-3836 
Fax: (307)  347-2133 
or 

Fernand  Beck,  Box  K 
Fordham  Preparatory  School 
The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/Fax:  (212)  884-6261 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Can  evangelism  and  respect  be  reconciled? 


'7  am  convinced  of  salvation  that 
has  come  to  me  through  my  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  but  I  can  acknowledge 
that  God  may  have  other  ways  of 
salvation  beyond  my  understanding.' 

— Bruce  Robbins 


" We're  not  saying  that  people  who 
haven't  heard  the  Word  of  God  are 
condemned  to  hell.  I  truly  believe 
they  will  be  judged  fairly,  according 
to  God's  mercy." 

— James  V.  Heidinger  II 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  biblical  mandate  for  Chris¬ 
tian  evangelism  seems  clear 
enough:  “Go,  make  of  all  disci¬ 
ples,”  Christ  told  his  followers. 

But  for  some  in  the  9.7-million- 
member  worldwide  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church — a  global  leader  in 
the  Christian  union  movement 
and  interfaith  cooperation— a  di¬ 
lemma  exists  between  the  gospel’s 
directive  and  a  historic  respect  for 
persons  of  other  faith  groups. 

“For  some  Christians,  evange¬ 
lism  is  proclaiming  their  faith  with 
a  definite  eye  to  ‘winning’  people 
to  Jesus  Christ,"  said  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Robbins,  United  Methodist 
executive  for  ecumenical  concerns 
and  interfaith  dialogue. 

These  Christians,  driven  by  bib¬ 
lical  directives  such  as  “None  can 
come  to  the  Father  except  by  me,” 
believe  that  reconciling  all  people 
to  God  through  the  divine  Christ 
is  the  only  true  way  of  spiritual 
salvation,  he  explained. 

Therefore,  dialogue  with  people 
of  other  faith  groups  in  order  to 
augment  their  understanding  is 
not  a  high  priority. 


Others,  however,  while  pro¬ 
claiming  their  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ,  realize  that  God  may 
work  through  other  revelations 
and  that  discussions  with  people 
in  other  faith  groups  may  bring  all 
religious  people  closer  to  under¬ 
standing  God’s  plans  for  the 
world. 

“I  would  say  I  am  convinced  of 
one  way  of  salvation  that  has 
come  to  me  through  my  faith  in 


Jesus  Christ,  but  I  can  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  God  may  have  other 
ways  of  salvation  that  go  far  be¬ 
yond  my  human  understanding,” 
said  Mr.  Robbins,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  church’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns. 

For  Mr.  Robbins,  evangelism 
that  is  inappropriate  and  “goes  too 
far”  assumes  that  “I’m  so  sure 
about  my  understanding  of  God 


and  faith  that  I’m  right  and  you’re 
wrong.” 

However,  part  of  Christianity’s 
uniqueness  is  its  "audacious  claim 
that  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  God’s 
final  revelation,”  countered  the 
Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II,  exec¬ 
utive  of  Good  News,  an  advocacy 
group  of  conservative,  evangelical 
United  Methodists. 

“Some  things  true  Christians 
know  for  certain,”  said  Mr.  Hei¬ 
dinger,  who  has  offices  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky. 

“We’re  not  saying  that  people 
who  haven’t  heard  the  Word  of 
God  are  condemned  to  hell.  I  truly 
believe  they  will  be  judged  fairly, 
according  to  God’s  mercy.” 

In  fact,  Mr.  Heidinger’s  brand 
of  evangelicals  is  likely  to  be  better 
equipped  to  converse  with  people 
of  other  faiths  than  are  those  hold¬ 
ing  the  more  “liberal”  viewpoint, 
said  the  Rev.  George  Hunter, 
chairman  of  the  evangelism  de¬ 
partment  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  also  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

“If  every  major  tenet  of  the 
Christian  tradition  is  negotiable, 
as  it  seems  to  be  with  liberals, 
what  is  there  to  dialogue  about?” 
Mr.  Hunter  asked. 


Report  shows  hate  crime  increase 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  Anti-Def¬ 
amation  League  said  recently  that 
even  as  overall  incidents  of  anti-Se¬ 
mitic  activity  declined  in  1992,  hate 
crimes  overall  increased. 

Particularly  disturbing,  the  league 
said,  was  an  increase  in  hate  crimes 
on  college  campuses. 

"While  we  welcome  the  reported 
reduction  of  anti-Semitic  incidents 


reflected  in  the  audit,  one  year  of 
decline  is  not  a  trend,”  said  Melvin 
Salberg,  national  chairman  of  the 
league. 

The  league,  a  Jewish  organiza¬ 
tion,  monitors  hate  crimes  and  pub¬ 
lishes  an  annual  report. 

Mr.  Salberg  made  his  comments  at 
a  news  conference  with  Sen.  Paul  Si¬ 
mon  (D-Ill.)  and  Rep.  Charles 
Schumer  (D-N.Y.)  at  which  the  annu¬ 
al  survey  of  incidents  reported  to  the 
Jewish  civil  rights  group  was  released. 


Although  hate  crimes  by  individuals  and  such  groups  as  the  Skin 
Heads,  pictured  above,  dropped  8  percent  last  year,  the  Anti-Defama¬ 
tion  League  reports  1,730  anti-Semitic  incidents  in  the  United  States  in 
1992,  the  second  highest  in  the  14-year  history  of  the  audit. 

Pastor  nurturing  hope,  plants  church 


According  to  the  report,  there 
were  1,730  anti-Semitic  incidents  in 
the  United  States  during  1992. 

Figures  high,  despite  decrease 

The  league  said  that  despite  an  8 
percent  decrease  from  1991,  the  to¬ 
tal  was  the  second  highest  in  the  14- 
year  history  of  the  audit. 

Most  alarming  to  the  Jewish  offi¬ 
cials  was  the  increase  in  acts  against 
individuals.  The  survey  counted 
874  reports  of  harassment,  threat 
and  assault  based  on  the  victims’ 
Jewish  identity  and  856  reports  of 
vandalism  aimed  at  property. 

“This  ‘in  your  face’  anti-Semitism 
may  signal  a  new  tendency  to  engage 
in  direct  confrontation  with  Jews  and  ^ 
further  erodes  the  taboo  against  open" 
bigotry,”  Mr.  Salberg  said. 

The  Jewish  officials  and  the  law¬ 
makers  seemed  especially  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  sharp  increase  in 
anti-Semitic  incidents  on  college 
campuses. 

According  to  the  survey,  such  in¬ 
cidents  jumped  12  percent  in  1992, 
with  114  incidents  reported  at  60 
schools  across  the  country. 

"There  is  a  troubling  atmosphere 
on  campus,”  Mr.  Salberg  said,  not¬ 
ing  that  since  1988  the  number  of 
incidents  has  more  than  doubled. 

Tougher  legislation 

Sen.  Simon,  son  of  a  Lutheran 
minister,  and  Rep.  Schumer  said 
that  Congress  is  poised  to  pursue 
tougher  hate  crimes  legislation,  in¬ 
cluding  laws  that  would  provide 
stiffer  penalties  against  those  who 
commit  hate  crimes. 

Surveys  such  as  that  conducted 
by  the  league  and  by  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  have 
been  among  the  few  sources  for  do¬ 
cumenting  the  extent  of  bigotry-re¬ 
lated  crimes. 

Although  in  1989  Congress 
passed  legislation  calling  for  the 
compiling  of  hate  crime  statistics, 
the  first  report  included  reports 
from  only  27  percent  of  the  nation’s 
police  organizations,  Sen.  Simon 
told  the  news  conference.' 

Sen.  Simon  said  that  report  found 
some  4,558  hate  crimes  in  1991,  in¬ 
cluding  12  murders.  More  than  half 
the  religion-based  hate  crimes,  he 
said,  were  directed  against  Jews. 


By  AUBREY  B.  HAINES 

The  Rev.  Karen  Dalton,  con¬ 
cerned  with  establishing  roots,  be¬ 
lieves  that  with  God’s  help  the 
seeds  she  is  helping  sow  today  will 
bear  fruit  tomorrow. 

Mrs.  Dalton  is  pastor  of  the  new 
Christ  by  the  Mountains  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Rancho  Cuca¬ 
monga,  Calif.  She’s  also  one  of  many 
United  Methodist  pastors  throughout 
the  nation  finding  the  joy  of  develop¬ 
ing  a  new  congregation. 

“Our  goals  are  to  bring  people  to¬ 
gether  in  caring  relationships,  nur¬ 
ture  spiritual  growth  and  serve  the 
community,”  she  says. 

“We’re  a  new  congregation  which 
is  gearing  up  for  a  new  phase:  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship.  We’ve  al¬ 
ready  held  Sunday  evening  services 
and  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school.” 


Rancho  Cucamonga  consists  of 
three  cities — Etiwanda,  Cucamonga 
and  Alta  Loma — incorporated  un¬ 
der  the  one  name. 

If  that  sounds  unusual,  so  is  the 
Christ  by  the  Mountains  Church. 
The  congregation  worships  at  Coyote 
Canyon  Elementary  School.  Its  office 
is  in  the  Terra  Vista  Business  Park. 

Mrs.  Dalton’s  husband,  Bob,  is  a 
principal  in  the  Central  School  Dis¬ 
trict.  His  office  is  merely  a  stone’s 
throw  from  the  church  office. 

Mrs.  Dalton  says  it  is  a  goal  of  the 
church  to  reflect  the  ethnic  diversi¬ 
ty  of  the  region’s  population  and 
the  diversity  of  lifestyles. 

“We  want  to  nurture  people  in 
their  spiritual  growth  and  give  them 
opportunities  to  meet  together  in 
small  groups,”  she  said. 

“I’ve  discovered  that  there  are 
many  lonely  people  out  here. 


Its  goal  is  to  reflect  the  di¬ 
versity  of  the  region. 

There’s  a  feeling  of  isolation  be¬ 
cause  there  aren’t  many  ways  to 
connect. 

“Finally,  we  want  to  serve  the 
community  by  helping  children, 
young  people  and  families.” 

Last  spring  the  church  sponsored 
a  community  forum  which  ad¬ 
dressed  the  question  of  how  indi¬ 
viduals  can  deal  with  the  economy. 

Parenting  and  step-parenting  pro¬ 
grams  are  planned  for  the  future. 

“We  want  to  be  a  resource  to  peo¬ 
ple  so  they  can  be  resources  to  each 
other,”  Mrs.  Dalton  says. 

Aubrey  Haines  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Pomona,  Calif. 


' Spirit ' 
turns  to 
Somalia 

United  Methodist  and  other  re¬ 
lief  efforts  in  Somalia  and  across 
Africa  are  the  focus  of  a  special 
edition  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the 
national  television  program  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  to  air 
the  week  of  Feb.  28. 

‘Catch  the  Spirit,”  a  30-min¬ 
ute  magazine  program,  tells  sto¬ 
ries  of  how  people  are  making  a 
difference  as  they  live  out  their 
Christian  faith. 

Had  to  find  partner 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen, 
who  heads  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  is  inter¬ 
viewed  by  co-host  Hilly  Hicks 
about  United  Methodist  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  starving  and  depri¬ 
vation  in  Africa. 

In  Somalia,  particularly, 
“where  there’s  not  a  Protestant 
Church  or  a  strong  church  to 
work  through  ...  we  had  to  find 
partner  agency,”  Mr.  Lutgen 
says. 

UMCOR  joined  forces  through 
Lutheran  World  Relief  to  funnel 
church  relief  funds  to  the  drought- 
stricken  areas  of  Somalia. 

The  suffering  encompasses 
more  than  Somalia,  however,  he 
points  out,  “involving  15  coun¬ 
tries"  with  “more  than  40  mil¬ 
lion  people  at  risk.” 

In  those  other  countries,  he 
says,  “the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  working  through  part¬ 
ner  agencies  or  (United  Method¬ 
ist)  churches  there  in  providing 
relief." 

While  media  reports  have 
brought  the  drought  and  civil 
war  and  the  related  suffering  to 
the  forefront,  Mr.  Lutgen  says 
“the  greatest  problem  is  the  mar¬ 
ginalization  of  Africa  today.” 

Cast  into  obscurity 

“With  the  end  of  the  Cold  War, 
Africa  and  the  ideological  struggle 
that  was  taking  place  there 
dropped"  into  relative  obscurity, 
he  adds,  and  health-care,  agricul¬ 
ture  and  school  services  ended. 

“The  rural  people  are  caught  in 
the  drought,”  he  says,  and  UM- 
COR’s  long-term  efforts  could 
involve  "two,  three,  four  years, 
providing  seed,  agricultural 
training,  health  care  and  water 
development.” 

"We’ll  stay  until  the  situation 
is  stabilized  and  the  people  are 
functioning  on  their  own,”  he 
says. 

In  the  upcoming  “Catch  the 
Spirit"  program,  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Africa  University  in  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  is  also  pro¬ 
filed  as  part  of  the  long-term  so¬ 
lution  to  feeding  the  hungry  in  an 
area  that  has  experienced  90  per¬ 
cent  crop  failure. 

Professor  of  Agriculture  Fan 
uel  Tagwira  points  out  that  Afri¬ 
ca  University  is  unique  because 
of  its  “greater  thrust  in  practical 
agriculture." 


'Five  Cries'  deals  with 
surviving  grief,  death 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— David  Strom- 
men  was  serving  as  a  youth  counsel¬ 
or  at  a  summer  camp  in  the 
Colorado  Rockies  when  a  bolt  of 
lightning  killed  him,  ending  a  prom¬ 
ising  career  that  was  to  have  taken 
him  into  the  ordained  ministry. 

In  a  new  book,  “Five  Cries  of 
Grief,”  his  parents,  Merton  P. 
Strommen  and  A.  Irene  Strommen 
of  Richfield,  Minn.,  tell  how  they 
have  dealt  with  the  tragic  death  of 
their  son. 

Their  story  is  a  personal  one,  but 
they  decided  to  write  it  to  tell  others 
what  helped  them  cope  with  each 
facet  of  their  grief. 

“We  want  a  grieving  person  to 
know  the  sources  of  healing  that 
ministered  to  our  needs,”  they  write 
in  the  book’s  preface. 

Merton  Strommen,  a  pastor  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  is  a  research  psychologist 
who  founded  Search  Institute.  That’s 
a  Minneapolis-based  enterprise 
known  nationally  for  its  research 
projects  involving  church  youth. 

Irene  Strommen  teaches  peer 
counseling  and  parenting. 

Earlier,  the  couple  co-authored 
two  other  books,  “Five  Cries  of 
Youth”  and  “Five  Cries  of  Par¬ 
ents.” 

What  is  unique  about  their  new 
book  is  that  the  Strommens  write 
separately  about  each  stage  of  grief, 
showing  how  a  mother  and  a  father 
are  affected  differently. 

They  deal  sympathetically  with 
dreams,  visions  and  presence  often 
experienced  by  grieving  persons,  reali¬ 
ties  that  not  everyone  takes  seriously. 

Life  changed  in  a  flash 

The  Strommens  were  returning  to 
their  mountain  chalet  near  Buena 
Vista,  Colo.,  on  Aug.  12,  1986, 
when  two  other  sons,  Peter  and 
Timothy,  ran  toward  them  and 
greeted  them  with  the  news  that 
Dave  had  been  hit  by  lightning  at 
Frontier  Ranch. 

This  is  a  Young  Life  camp  about 
1 1  miles  from  the  Strommen  chalet 


Death  sometimes  strikes  sud¬ 
denly,  leaving  those  remaining 
shocked  and  grieving.  "The  Five 
Cries  of  Grief"  teaches  grieving 
families  how  to  survive. 

where  Dave  had  gone  with  a  youth 
group  from  Bethlehem  Lutheran 
Church  in  Bayport,  Minn. 

In  the  days  that  followed,  the 
Strommens  say,  they  experienced 
“cries”  of  pain,  longing,  supportive 
love,  understanding  and  significance. 

“For  us,”  they  write,  “the  ‘cry  of 
pain’  centered  in  the  awareness  of  a 
devastating  loss  that  at  first  caused 
us  to  be  ‘bowed  in  grief.’ 

Need  emotional  support 

“The  ‘cry  of  longing’  reflects  a 
pervasive  loneliness  that  comes 
from  missing  our  son,  who  remains 
an  integral  part  of  our  lives.  The  cry 
is  an  ongoing  desire  to  maintain 
him  in  the  present  tense. 

“The  ‘cry  for  supportive  love’ 
was  more  immediate.  It  arose  out  of 
the  extreme  sense  of  vulnerability 
we  experienced  over  our  son’s  sud¬ 
den  death. 

The  cries  of  grief  do  not  end  with 
the  passage  of  time,  the  Strommens 
found.  The  ministry  of  supportive 
love  needs  to  continue. 


Dear  Deborah  ...  = 

Granddad  thinks  dad's 
gift  was  a  big  mistake 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  have  four  grandchildren.  The 
first  three  were  girls  and  the  youn¬ 
gest  is  a  boy.  The  boy’s  father  got 
him  a  gun  for  Christmas  and  plans 
to  take  him  hunting  next  year.  He  is 
not  even  in  school  yet. 

Our  daughter  objected  to  the  gun, 
and  our  son-in-law  knows  we  are 
adamantly  opposed  to  guns  and 
have  been  active  in  disarmament 
protests.  But  he  says  the  boy  will  be 
a  wimp  and  has  to  start  now  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  be  a  man. 

Our  grandson  was  pleased  and 
excited,  but  we  were  so  upset  we 
had  to  leave  even  before  Christmas 
dinner. 

My  wife  does  nothing  but  cry, 
and  I  am  stymied.  What  can  we  do? 

Grandpa 

Dear  Grandpa: 

Is  asserting  your  own  beliefs  about 
peace  more  important  than  a  grow¬ 
ing  relationship  with  all  your  grand¬ 
children? 

In  wrestling  with  this  dilemma, 
the  first  thing  to  do  is  pray. 

Perhaps  over  the  years  you  can 
teach  and  model  a  different  way  to 


be  a  real  man  without  guns.  But  if 
you  cut  yourself  off from  them,  all  of 
you  will  be  losers. 

I  hope  you  will  write  a  letter  of 
apology  to  your  daughter  and  her 
husband  and  will  be  able  to  repair 
the  break  in  your  relationship. 

When  you  see  your  grandson 
again  be  sure  to  explain  to  him  you 
were  not  mad  at  him,  so  he  doesn ’t 
grow  up  thinking  he  was  somehow  to 
blame. 

Calmly  explain  your  beliefs  about 
guns,  just  as  you  explain  other  be¬ 
liefs.  Grandparents  often  are  the 
ones  who  pass  on  family  values. 

I  hope  you  will  have  many  opportu¬ 
nities  to  do  so.  But  you  must  surely 
recognize  that  you  cannot  make  more 
scenes  like  the  one  this  Christmas. 

God  is  with  you  all. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
" Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL/'  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


History  Of  Hvmns- 

Hymn  first  'for  the  boys' 


All  praise  to  thee,  my  God.  this 
night 

For  all  the  blessings  of  the  light! 

Keep  me.  oh  keep  me.  King  of  Kings. 
Beneath  thine  own  almighty  wings. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

For  the  boys  in  Winchester  Col¬ 
lege  in  England,  Thomas  Ken,  one 
of  the  faculty,  wrote  three  hymns  in 
1674. 

To  the  1695  edition  of  his  “Man¬ 
ual  of  Prayers  for  the  Use  of  the 
Scholars  of  Winchester  College,” 
Ken  added  the  “Three  Hymns  for 
Morning,  Evening,  and  Midnight.” 

The  morning  hymn,  “All  praise 
to  thee,  who  safe  has  kept,"  is  found 
in  some  hymnals  today. 

The  midnight  hymn,  “Lord,  now 
my  sleep  does  me  forsake,”  is  sel¬ 
dom  found. 

All  three  hymns  were  written  in 
long  meter — four-line  stanzas,  each 
line  having  eight  syllables. 

Ken  included  the  same  final  stanza 
for  all  three  hymns,  the  on?  begin¬ 
ning  “Praise  God,  from  Whom  All 


Blessings  Flow.”  This  four-line  stan¬ 
za  has  become  the  most  frequently 
sung  hymn  in  all  Christendom,  a  uni¬ 
versal  doxology  of  praise. 

After  more  than  a  decade  teach¬ 
ing  at  Winchester  College,  Ken,  a 
Church  of  England  clergyman,  was 
appointed  royal  chaplain  to  King 
Charles  II. 

In  1688  after  James  II  became 
king,  Ken  and  six  other  bishops  were 
imprisoned  in  the  Tower  of  London 
for  refusing  to  subscribe  to  the  king's 
Declaration  of  Indulgence. 

After  his  trial  and  acquittal,  Ken 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  retire¬ 
ment  and  died  in  171 1  at  age  74. 

Thomas  Tallis’  tune,  used  for  this 
hymn,  was  composed  about  1567, 
almost  100  years  before  Ken’s 
hymn  was  written.  The  tune  is 
called  “Tallis'  Canon.” 

Like  a  “round,”  the  melody  may 
be  sung  in  four  parts,  each  part  en¬ 
tering,  one  after  the  other,  four 
beats  later. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"He  Leadeth  Me" 
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GIRL  SCOOTS 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Youth  Serving 
Ministries 


FEBRUARY  12,  1993 


The  Committee  on  Youth  Serving  Ministries  supports  church  civic  orga¬ 
nizations  for  youth.  These  organizations  include,  Boy  Scouts  and  Cub 
Scouts,  Girl  Scouts  and  Brownies,  Camp  Fire  and  4-H  programs. 

The  purpose  of  this  ministry  is  to  minister  to  youth,  especially  those  who 
may  only  know  the  church  through  these  activities.  We  encourage  all 
churches  to  develop  these  programs  to  reach  youth  of  all  ages.  If  your 
church  would  like  information  on  sponsoring  these  programs,  please  con¬ 
tact  your  local  organization  or  your  Y.S.M.  district  representative.  They 
are  as  follows: 


ACADIANA 

Mike  Hammett 

(504) 872-5339 (H  532-9903) 

ALEXANDRIA 
Beverly  Langford 
(318)445-3700 
or  Bill  Gates 
(318)442-2324 

BATON  ROUGE 
Don  Shelmire 
(504)  358-0496 

LAKE  CHARLES 
Dallas  King 
(318)462-2165 

MONROE 
Rosco  Jones 

H  (318)  325-5107/0  325-6818 


NEW  ORLEANS 
William  Dicken 
(504)  340-1916 

NORTH  SHORE 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Harris 
(504)  644-8338 

RUSTON 
Jimmy  Rogers 
(318)377-0633 
or  Troy  Hunt 
(318)255-2245 

SHREVEPORT 
Ray  Owens 
(318)  865-2157 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE,  Chr. 
Doug  Smith 
(318)  747-0762 


Cub  Scout,  Jonathan  Langford,  Pack  #158,  receives  his  ' 

Me"  medallion  from  Rev.  Stone  Caraway  at  Asbury  UMC  in  La¬ 
fayette. 


Cub  Scouts  from  Pack  #8,  sponsored  by  FUMC  Pineville,  sing  Christmas  carols  at  the  Highway  28  Senior  Citizens  Apartments  as  a  joint 
project  with  various  members  of  Girl  Scout  troops  and  St.  Michael's  Episcopal  Youth  Choir,  December  20,  1992.  Bill  Gates  is  Cubmaster. 


SCOUTS 


mi 
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Brownies  from  Troop  #135,  sponsored  by  FUMC  Natchitoches,  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Natchitoches  Junior  Christmas  Parade,  December  5, 
1992.  Kay  Johnson  is  Leader. 


Boy  Scouts  from  Troop  #60,  sponsored  by  FUMC  Natchitoches,  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Community  Clean  Cane  River  activity,  October  1992. 
Danny  Wells  is  Scoutmaster. 


One  of  the  emphases  of  this  ministry  is  the  God  and  Country  program. 
Through  this  program,  youth  work  with  an  adult  mentor  on  a  religious  em¬ 
blem  of  the  appropriate  age  level  for  the  youth.  Upon  completion,  the 
youth  is  presented  with  a  medallion  at  a  worship  service  at  his  or  her 
church.  The  award  is  presented  by  the  pastor. 

There  is  also  an  award  presented  to  any  unit  that  reaches  the  criterion 
for  the  Bishop's  Award.  This  unit  will  be  presented  with  a  ribbon,  and  each 
youth  will  receive  a  patch. 

For  adults  who  have  worked  with  youth  through  these  organizations, 
there  are  three  awards  for  service. 

AWARDS 

I.  Youth  —  God  and  Country 
God  and  Me  —  ages  6  to  8 
God  and  Family  —  ages  9  to  10 
God  and  Church  —  ages  1 1  to  1 3 
God  and  Life  —  ages  14  and  up 


II.  Units  —  the  Bishop’s  Award 
of  Excellence 

III.  Adults 

Cross  and  Flame 
Torch  Award 
God  and  Service 


A  one  day  Religious  Emblems  Retreat  was  sponsored  by  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Committee  on  Scouting  from  Evangeline  Area  Council.  Several 
Adult  Scouters  from  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  were  instrumental  in 
planning  this  retreat.  Boy  Scout,  Nathaniel  Langford,  Troop  #158, 
began  work  on  his  "God  and  Church"  emblem.  Bill  Bowers  was 
counselor. 
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Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
talks  to  youngsters  during  The  Time  for  Children,  on  |an.  24,  when 
the  church  observed  Disability  Awareness  Sunday.  Deanie  Irving, 
RIGHT,  a  visually  impaired  member,  also  spoke  to  the  children."  In 
dealing  with  a  physically,  emotionally  or  mentally  challenged  per¬ 
son,  Simmons  told  the  congregation,  "We  should  see  the  child  of 
God  behind  the  challenge  and  not  let  a  person's  disabilities  blind  us 
to  his  or  her  abilities."  Donna  Hoover  interpreted  the  service  in 
sign-language. 


Conference  Center:  Dream  Into  Reality 

Round-Up,  Louisiana  Style,  Slated 

Louisiana  Conference  members  of  all  ages  from  every  district  are 
invited  to  make  plans  now  to  attend  the  big,  festive  round-up,  Louisi¬ 
ana  style,  on  Saturday,  March  6,  in  Rapides  Parish.  The  event  will 
kick-off  the  campaign  to  raise  funds  to  build  the  Conference  Center. 
Carolyn  Dove,  Round-Up  chair, 


said,  “Come  for  fellowship,  to  tour 
the  center  site,  and  to  be  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  dream  of  a  Confer¬ 
ence  Center.  A  centrally-located 
place  to  gather  has  been  a  dream 
for  years  and  now  we’re  moving 
forward  and  its  all  coming  togeth¬ 
er.  It’s  exciting.  People  are  saying, 
tThis  is  actually  going  to  happen 
in  my  lifetime!’  ’’ 

Lunch  will  be  provided  (dona¬ 
tion  requested)  at  the  Rapides 
Parish  Coliseum  from  1 1:30  a.m. 
to  1:30  p.m.  Guided  tours  of  the 
center  site  near  Woodworth  are 
planned  for  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  and 
after  the  program. 

An  inspirational  and  educa¬ 
tional  program  is  to  be  held  in 
Rapides  Parish  Coliseum,  5600 
Highway  28  West,  from  2  to  3:15 
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p.m.  Bishop 
Oden  will  be 
one  of  the 
speakers. 

“This  will 
be  a  partici¬ 
patory  ser¬ 
vice,  not  one 
in  which  you  just  sit  and  listen,” 
Dove  jpentioned.  “Music  will  be 
upbeat  and  will  include  familiar 
songs.  Dress  will  be  casual.” 

Theme  for  the  Conference 
Center  campaign  will  be  “Build- 
ing  Together:  Centering  Our 
Faith.” 

Dove  said,  “Those  who  attend 
the  Round-Up  will  be  able  to  car¬ 
ry  their  enthusiasm  and  excite¬ 
ment  back  to  their  local 
churches.” 


Two  UM  Churches  And  Red  Cross 
Give  Aid  to  Area  Flood  Victims 


UMCOR  Appropriates 
$2.5  Million  For  Disaster 
Relief  In  Louisiana 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  volunteers  assisted.  Signed  up  so  far 
Relief  (UMCOR)  has  appropriated  for  Feb.  1 1  to  Oct.  15  are  122  addi- 
$2.5  million  for  the  Louisiana  Con-  tional  teams  with  2,385  volunteers, 
ference  for  the  next  two  years  to  A  projected  235  teams  with  3,589 
continue  disaster  relief.  Ken  Lut-  volunteers  will  have  worked  on 
gen,  associate  general  secretary,  was  Louisiana  disaster  relief  by  Oct.  1 5, 
at  the  Conference  headquarters  in  1993. 

Baton  Rouge  Feb.  9,  to  discuss  fu¬ 
ture  plans  for  disaster  response  and  $481,600  Worth  Labor 
continued  programs.  For  the  weeks  that  work  teams 

Meeting  with  them  were  Bishop  have  been  housed,  1,204  volunteers 
Oden;  Sarah  Schoeffler,  Louisiana  averaged  five  days  of  labor  each  or 
Conference  disaster  relief  chair-  about  6,020  labor  days.  At  eight 
man;  Dr.  Gerald  Richardson,  super-  hours  of  labor  per  day  that  equals 
intendent  of  the  Acadiana  District;  48,160  labor  hours  or  (at  $10  per 
Hubert  Blanchard,  General  Board  hour)  $481,600  worth  of  contribut- 
of  Global  Ministries  representative,  ed  labor. 

and  Dr.  Don  Cottrili,  executive  di-  First  on  the  agenda  was  a  survey 
rector,  Louisiana  Conference  Coun-  of  as  many  homes  as  possible 
cil  on  Ministries.  throughout  the  storm  area. 

Also  actively  involved  in  the  de-  Between  $ager-Brown  and  Dulac 
signs  for  the  relief  effort  are  Scott  about  1,500  homes  have  been  per- 
Adams,  chair  of  Conference  Disas-  sonally  visited  to  determine  the 
ter  Relief,  and  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  needs  of  the  residents. 

Conference  executive  director  of  Constantly  being  received  are 
administration/treasurer.  new  referrals  by  phone,  drop  ins 

and  referrals  from  the  Association 
Report  Presented  for  Retarded  Citizens,  Council  on 

Dr.  Lutgen  heard  a  report  on  di-  Aging,  Community  Action  and  oth- 
saster  relief  that  has  been  accom-  ers. 

plished  at  the  disaster  relief  centers  The  Louisiana  disaster  relief 
in  Sager-Brown  at  Baldwin,  and  in  workers  agree  that  the  needs  are 
Dulac.  endless,  creating  continuous  re¬ 

work  teams,  other  than  emergen-  quirements  for  the  church  to  minis- 
cy  clean-up  crews,  started  coming  to  ter  in  such  ways  as  assisting  in 
work  in  the  middle  of  September,  rebuilding  homes,  referrals  to  other 
Between  that  time  and  Feb.  1 1  ap-  agencies  and  care  and  concern  for 
proximately  113  teams  with  1,204  those  victims  of  the  storm. 

Convocation  of  Boards 

Leaders  Get  Humorous  Look  at  Past 
Then  Plan,  Vision  for  Future 

The  banquet  that  was  part  of  the  Sandra  Loy,  of  the  host  church,  ar- 
Convocation  of  Boards,  Jan.  28-29,  ranged  for  a  delicious  dinner  and 
at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  proved  for  decorations  including  a  crazier 
its  not  all  work  and  no  play  for  the  at  each  place, 
boards  and  commissions  of  the  The  banquet  honored  Bishop  and 
Louisiana  Conference.  Mrs.  Oden  who  have  returned  to 

Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  of  the  episco-  Louisiana  for  the  next  four  years.  It 
pal  committee  planned  a  delightful  sometimes  sounded  a  bit  like  a 
program  and  Becca  Cottrili  and  roast. 


Since  Mississippi  River  tributar¬ 
ies,  the  Amite  and  Comite  rivers, 
overflowed  recently,  flood  victims 
are  being  aided  at  Red  Cross  Disas¬ 
ter  Relief  Centers  hurriedly  set  up 
in  Fellowship  Halls  of  two  United 
Methodist  Churches,  according  to 
Risa  Robert  of  Louisiana  Capital 
Area  Chapter,  American  Red  Cross. 
“The  churches  are  wonderful  about 
helping,”  she  says. 

The  centers,  opened  last  month  at 
Blackwater  UMC  in  Baker  where  the 
Rev.  Kirby  Vining  and  the  Rev.  Mi¬ 
chael  Head  are  pastors,  and  in  First 
UMC,  Denham  Springs,  where  the 
Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller  is  pastor. 

Local  volunteers  aid  those  from 
other  states  who  are  here  to  help,  a 
reporter  observes. 

At  Blackwater,  one  of  the  flood 
victims,  Sandra,  holds  her  toddler, 
Nicholas.  She  says  she  needs  housing. 


“They  boarded  up  the  duplex 
where  I  stayed,”  she  explains.  “I 
lost  all  my  furniture.  We’ve  been 
staying  with  friends.”  A  friend  has 
driven  her  to  the  center. 

Sandra  looks  tired  and  sounds 
discouraged.  She  says  she  has  been 
looking  for  an  apartment  or  some 
place  to  live.  “The  rent’s  too  high,” 
she  declares.  “They  raised  the  rents 
after  the  flood.” 

A  large  painting  of  Jesus  domi¬ 
nates  the  hall  where  she  talks  to  Red 
Cross  volunteers  about  her  needs. 

Red  Cross  volunteer,  Jack  Rum- 
plik  of  Cleveland  gives  Nicholas  a 
coloring  book  and  his  mother  a 
piece  of  paper.  She  looks  relieved 
and  tells  her  friend,  “They  say 
they’ll  pay  my  rent  for  a  month.” 

Another  applicant,  Mary  Arm,  who 
lives  in  a  nice  subdivision,  says  her 
house  appears  to  have  a  cracked  slab 


as  a  result  of  multiple  floodings.  She 
says  she  is  required  to  have  insurance. 
“They  want  $300  just  to  come  out 
and  check  it,”  she  says. 

The  center  is  there  to  help  them 
and  others  find  solutions  to  similar 
problems. 

At  Denham  and  at  Blackwater, 
the  Red  Cross  also  provided  meals 
during  the  first  weeks  after  the 
flood  with  some  of  the  food  taken 
to  the  victims.  Having  served  their 
purposes,  the  centers  will  close  on 
Feb.  19. 

Georgia  volunteer,  Dick  Meyer, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Blackwater 
Center  and  who  travels  the  country 
to  aid  disaster  victims,  says,  “The 
Red  Cross  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  (UMCOR)  have  an 
agreement  to  work  with  one  another 
wherever  help  is  needed.” 


Mystery  Guest 

“It  took  God  six  days  to  make  the 
world,  but  he  didn’t  have  to  deal 
with  the  Annual  Conference,”  the 
bishop’s  humorous  cousin,  Tal 
Oden  from  Oklahoma  quipped. 

He  was  the  surprise,  mystery 
guest  on  the  program  “because  he 
knows  Bill  Oden  well,”  Carruth 
said.  Tal  Oden,  an  attorney,  related 
some  amusing  stories  from  the  days 
he  and  the  bishop  were  growing  up 
and  chopping  cotton  on  the  family 
farm.  He  said  it  was  such  hard  work 
that  Bill  Oden  had  prayed  for  the 
sun  to  go  down  at  3  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.” 

With  its  many  accomplishments, 
other  speakers  related,  nothing 
about  Bishop  Oden’s  time  in  Loui¬ 
siana  has  been  ordinary,  not  even 
his  ordination  four  years  ago. 

Marian  Eggerton  talked  about 
how  Bishop  Oden  and  two  other 
UM  bishops  had  been  consecrated 
in  an  unprecedented  ceremony  in 
St.  Louis  Cathedral  in  New  Orleans. 
The  procession  included  Catholic 
Archbishop  Hannan.  She  said  there 
was  “an  atmosphere  of  joy  and  cele¬ 
bration”  in  that  event. 

Shepherd's  Visits 

Carole-Cotton  Winn  talked  about 
his  Shepherd’s  Visits.  “Bill  and 
Marilyn  Oden  picked  up  the  crazier 
and  walked  across  the  threshold  of 
all  600  churches,  an  awesome  task,” 
she  said,  adding,  “every  United 
Methodist  in  the  state  was  given  an 
opportunity  to  personally  meet  the 
episcopal  leader.” 

Rev.  Leslie  Norris  said  Bishop 
Oden  has  dreamed  and  planned. 
“He  has  not  asked  what  Louisiana 
Conference  can  do  for  him  but  what 
he  can  do  for  the  Conference.  He 
gave  birth  to  The  Gathering  be¬ 
cause,  like  another  before  him,  he 
had  a  dream,  of  a  great  historic 
gathering,  a  gigantic,  modern-day 
camp  meeting,  down  by  the  river- 


The  new  Grace  Community  UMC  in  Shreveport,  meeting  in  Captain  Shreve  High  School,  is  using  fresh 
approaches  to  worship  and  ministry.  The  church  is  growing.  The  Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber  is  the  pastor.  In 
the  picture  on  the  left,  Kathy  McDonald,  LEFT,  and  Judy  Bundrick  serve  at  the  Welcome  and  Informa¬ 
tion  Center.  In  the  picture  on  the  right,  the  worship  band  presents  selections.  Participants  are,  FROM 
LEFT,  Pat  Nelson,  Pam  Patty,  Stacy  Hood  and  Dan  Hawk.  Children's  church  time  during  the  Sunday 
worship  attracts  over  40  youngsters. 


Several  members  of  Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity  are  pictured  above  af¬ 
ter  the  demolition  of  the  old  parsonage  building.  With  them,  CEN¬ 
TER  FRONT,  is  the  minister,  the  Rev.  Darlene  Moore-James;  Dr. 
Carole  Cotton-Winn,  Lake  Charles  District  superintendent,  and  Dr. 
H.  A.  Harrington,  CENTER,  SECOND  ROW. 


Jones  UMC  gets  helping  hand 


A  miracle  is  happening  in  South¬ 
west  Louisiana  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  according  to  Dr.  H.  A. 
Harrington,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Welsh  and  Trinity  in  Jennings, 
Project  Coordinator. 

He  said,  “Our  sister  congrega¬ 
tion,  Jones  Methodist,  is  undergo¬ 
ing  a  remarkable  rebirth  of  mission 
and  ministry,  as  a  new  parsonage  is 
built  with  help  from  area  Method¬ 
ists.” 

After  a  year  of  “planning  and 
prayer,  construction  was  to  begin 


on  the  new  parsonage. 

“It  is  small  but  adequate  and  it 
will  mean  everything  to  the  three 
churches  headquartered  at  Jones,” 
Harrington,  project  coordinator, 
mentioned. 

The  old,  long-used  parsonage  in 
Welsh  was  recently  demolished  to 
make  way  for  the  new. 

Members  of  Welsh/Trinity  are 
now  contacting  men’s  and  women’s 
groups,  youth  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  asking  them  to  donate  items 
needed  for  the  new  home. 


Inez  Chrisentery,  LEFT,  is  greeted  by  Joyce  Robinson  and  Dr.  Anita 
Crump  at  the  Convocation  of  Board's  banquet  in  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 


The  Conference  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  is 
just  one  of  many  bodies  that  met  to  plan  on  Jan.  29  in  Baton  Rouge. 


side.”  Norris  said,  “The  Gathering 
became  a  heaven  on  earth  experi¬ 
ence.” 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  who  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries  and  who,  along  with 
Dr.  Don  Cottrili,  led  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  Vision  2000,  “Forward 
in  Faith”  project,  entertained  with 
a  ballad  he  wrote,  sang  and  played 
on  the  guitar.  It  was  about  Bishop 
Bill  who  “wanted  each  church  to  be 
a  vital  congregation  not  just  a 
church  with  a  steeple.” 

He  related  how  Bishop  Oden  had 
declared  that  the  Conference  should 
train  churches  to  be  inviting,  serv¬ 
ing,  nurturing  and  celebrating.  His 
lyrics  were,  “Come  along  with  me 
and,  for  the  next  four  years,  that’s 
what  we’re  going  to  do.” 

Positive  Influence 

Dr.  Kenneth  Schwab,  president 
of  Centenary  College,  said  Bishop 
Oden  was  “  a  positive  influence  on 
United  Methodism  in  Louisiana.” 

Tom  Matheny  talked  about  Bish¬ 
op  Oden’s  leadership  in  getting  the 
Conference  Center  project  started. 
“It  has  been  the  dream  of  every 
episcopal  leader  for  years  but  this 
bishop  has  been  one  that  has  led,  in¬ 
spired,  cajoled  and  even  irritated  us 
to  get  the  thing  moving.  We  are  for¬ 
tunate  to  have  this  leadership  to 


In  Memoriam 

The  Rev.  James  Emery  Consta¬ 
ble,  pastor  of  Jennings.  Raymond- 
Elton  UM  Charge,  died  Feb.  7. 

Bervices  were  held  at  the  Ray¬ 
mond  church  Feb.  9  and  committal 
was  Feb.  10  in  Covington. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mil¬ 
dred  $.  Constable  of  Jennings. 


have  a  dream  and  watch  it  become 
a  reality.” 

Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey  talked  about 
the  bishop’s  vision  in  the  mission 
work  now  being  done  in  Russia. 

Ramsey  said.  “The  sun  never  sets 
on  the  work  of  United  Methodism 
around  the  world.  Our  bishop  has 
provided  good  leadership  in  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  When  Bishop 
Oden  speaks,  people  listen.  “  But 
even  when  he’s  in  Russia  helping  to 
form  new  churches.  Bishop  Oden 
never  forgets  about  Louisiana,  he 
added. 

The  banquet  reviewed  projects  in 
which  Louisiana  Methodism  had 
been  involved,  with  the  leadership 
of  Bishop  Oden  and  other  Confer¬ 
ence  officials. 

On  the  following  day,  the  current 
Conference  leaders  met  in  their  re¬ 
spective  bodies  to  plan  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial; 


Acknowledging  a  boycott's 
morally  crucial  distinction 


An  economic  boycott  is  a  boycott 
is  a  boycott,  right? 

Not  necessarily. 

We  believe  that  fact  should  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  participants  in  the  de¬ 
bate  about  whether  the  church's  1996 
General  Conference  should  boycott 
Colorado  to  show  support  for  the  civ¬ 
il  rights  of  homosexuals  in  that  state 
(see  related  analysis  at  right). 

A  morally  crucial  distinction  de¬ 
fines  the  two  types  of  boycotts. 

The  first  type,  the  so-called  “pri¬ 
mary  boycott,"  directly  targets  the 
entity  whose  conduct  is  challenged. 
The  second  type,  the  so-called  “sec¬ 
ondary  boycott,”  indirectly  targets 
the  perceived  offender. 

An  example  of  the  first  type  is  the 
churchwide  boycott  during  the  1980s 
of  the  Nestle  food  company  to  protest 
the  company's  infant  formula  promo¬ 
tions  in  Third  World  countries. 

As  examples  of  direct  actions 
against  Nestle,  boycott  supporters, 
including  United  Methodists,  were 
urged  not  to  buy  such  popular  Nes¬ 
tle  products  as  “Crunch”  bars  or 
“Quik”  chocolate  mix. 

Though  Swiss-based  Nestle  Inc. 
remains  under  international  scruti¬ 
ny,  the  firm  satisfied  enough  of  the 
boycotters’  complaints  that  the  boy¬ 
cott  was  dropped. 

An  example  of  the  second  type  is 
the  wave  of  boycotts  directed 
against  South  African  companies, 
including  American-based  compa¬ 
nies  doing  business  in  South  Africa, 
during  the  1980s.  The  actual  goal, 


however,  was  to  compel  the  South 
African  government  to  abolish  le¬ 
galized  racial  discrimination. 

Secondary  boycotts  tend  to  be 
more  morally  complicated  than  pri¬ 
mary  boycotts.  One  reason  is  that 
they  often  create  hardships  for 
groups  or  individuals  whose  con¬ 
duct  isn’t  the  direct  cause  of  the 
problem  being  addressed.  For  this 
reason,  backers  of  secondary  boy¬ 
cotts  must  grapple  with  the  likeli¬ 
hood  that  their  efforts  to  promote 
justice  may  spawn  further  injustice. 

By  these  definitions,  the  pro¬ 
posed  boycott  of  Colorado  by  mov¬ 
ing  the  1996  General  Conference  to 
another  site  would  be  a  secondary 
boycott.  Denver’s  hotel,  restaurant 
and  shop  owners  and  their  employ¬ 
ees,  by  being  denied  the  economic 
benefit  of  a  2,000-participant,  two- 
week  convention,  would  bear  the 
brunt  of  such  a  boycott.  The  actual 
targets,  the  state’s  lawmakers, 
would  be  affected  indirectly  if  at  all. 

As  Christians,  we  must  carefully 
weigh  such  matters  as  we  consider 
how  best  to  express  our  support  for 
the  civil  rights  of  all,  in  Colorado 
and  elsewhere. 

At  a  minimum,  the  distinction 
between  two  types  of  economic  boy¬ 
cotts  reminds  us  of  two  related  mor¬ 
al  truths: 

First,  people  should  be  treated  as 
ends,  never  as  means  only. 

Second,  we  should  always  strive 
to  do  unto  others  as  though  we  were 
the  others. 


Letter  to  the  Editor — 

Why  cut  ecumenical 
rite  from  worship  book? 


The  Christian  Unity  and  Interre¬ 
ligious  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
i  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  is 
writing  to  communicate  our  great 
:  regret  and  disappointment  at  the  re“ 
cent  removal  of  the  eucharistic  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  from  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Worship. 

Why  are  we  concerned? 

■  The  dropping  of  this  service  is  a 
loss  to  our  church  and  to  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement.  This  service  is 
the  result  of  a  long  cooperative  effort 
by  theologians  from  12  different  com¬ 
munions,  including  Roman  Catholic 
and  Lutheran.  The  service  was  subse¬ 
quently  officially  adopted  as  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  eucharistic  text  by  all  COCU 
churches,  making  it  possible  to  have 
Christian  unity  around  the  Lord’s  Ta¬ 
ble  on  ecumenical  occasions. 

■  The  way  the  service  was 
dropped  is  also  a  cause  for  concern. 
An  entire  service  in  the  report  sent 
to  the  1992  General  Conference 
was  eliminated  after  the  General 
Conference  was  adjourned.  The  rea¬ 
son  that  we  have  heard  advanced — 
that  the  7-page  COCU  service  in  a 
book  already  more  than  700  pages 
made  it  too  long — is  ludicrous! 

The  message  this  exclusion  sends 
about  our  concern  for  Christian 
unity  and  for  the  Holy  Communion 
as  an  expression  of  that  unity  is  tru- 
;  ly  unforunate.  We  urge  consider¬ 
ation  of  some  means  to  undo  this 
distressing  omission. 

Gerald  F.  Moede 
Adell,  Wisconsin 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Rev. 
Hoyt  L.  Hickman,  worship  resource 
development  director  for  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship,  and  Neil 
M.  Alexander,  vice  president  and 
editorial  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  were 
asked  for  replies. 

Mr.  Hickman  said  that  the  1992 
General  Conference  empowered  an 
editing  committee — made  up  of 
representatives  from  the  worship 


A  UMC  boycott:  More  than  mere  protest 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Its  organizers  call  it  a  “witness.” 
Some  of  its  supporters — and  its  op¬ 
ponents — call  a  growing  effort  to 
move  the  1996  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  from  Denver  by 
another  name:  “economic  boycott.” 

The  difference  is  more  than  just 
word  games. 

Organizers  say  the  “dump  Den¬ 
ver”  campaign  is  intended  to  pro¬ 
test  Colorado’s  adoption  of 
Amendment  2  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15 
and  22,  Feb.  5  and  12). 

This  statewide  legislation, 
adopted  in  November  1992,  over¬ 
turned  local  laws  in  Denver,  Boul¬ 
der  and  Aspen  which  specifically 
outlawed  discrimination  against 
homosexual  people  in  jobs,  hous¬ 
ing  and  access  to  public  services. 

No  special  protection 

Supporters  of  Amendment  2  say 
their  intention  was  not  to  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  gays  and  lesbians  but  to 
avoid  creating  a  “specially  protect¬ 
ed"  class  of  citizens. 

Enactment  of  Colorado’s  law 
has  been  delayed  until  a  court 
there  can  determine  its  constitu¬ 
tionality.  However,  the  court’s 
temporary  injunction  hasn’t 
slowed  some  United  Methodist 
groups  calling  for  moving  the  ’96 
church  conclave  from  Denver. 

Two  of  the  denomination’s  top 
bodies:  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society — the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  social-action  arm — meet¬ 
ing  March  11-14  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  and  the  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  May  1-7  in  San  Diego, 
Calif — have  agreed  to  put  the 
“dump  Denver”  campaign  on 
their  agendas. 

Certain  to  inform  their  discus¬ 
sions  and  to  influence  their  ac¬ 
tions  is  a  General  Conference 
resolution,  adopted  in  1988  but 
still  in  force,  titled  “Guidelines  for 
Initiating  or  Joining  an  Economic 
Boycott”  (see  illustration  above). 

The  document  defines  the  issue 
thus: 

“An  economic  boycott  is  under¬ 
stood  to  be  a  combined  effort  to  ab¬ 
stain  from  the  purchase  or  use  of 
products  or  services  provided  by  a 


|  The  genesis  of  a  UMC  boycott^ 


Thu  UMCs  guidelines  for  initiating  an  economic 
boycott  aro  spelled  out  In  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Resolutions.  The  process  Is  divided  Into 
four  phases: 


^Preparation^ 


Calls  for: 

Extensive  investigations  and  documentation  of  the 
social-justice  issues  involved  in  the  conflct 
Evakiating  the  btaical  and  theological  imperatives  related  to  the  conflct, 
Developing  a  dear  written  statement  of  the  objectives  of  the  boycott 
Developing  plans  to  pubScize,  coordriate,  monitor  and  terminate  the  boycott/ 
Developing  ministries  of  reconciation  between  the  aggrieved  parties. 

The  process  requires  using,  among  others,  these  evaluations: 

What  mediation,  dialogue  and  negotiations  have  been  attempted? 
Is  the  injustice  of  sufficient  scope  to  warrant  a  boycott? 

What  are  the  likely  positive  and  negative  consequences? 

What  will  the  effects  Ifcely  to  be  in  the  local  community? 


L-O- 


|  Decision-making 


Makes  use  of  the  gathered  information 
for  a  designated  group  to  decide  if  a 
boycott  is  warranted.  Only  the  General 
Conference  can  initiate  a  boycott  on 
behalf  of  the  entire  church. 

A  A  A  A  A 


If  initiated,  the  boycott  then  is 
to  be  monitored  by  a  group 
inducing  people  from  the 
region  affected  by  the 
boycott. 


|  Suspension/termination 


If  the  monitoring  shows  that  the  objectives  of  the 
boycott  have  been  achieved,  written  notification 
of  the  suspension  of  the  effort  is  to  be  given  to 
all  parties  in  the  dispute  and  to  al  constituencies 
of  the  decision-making  body. 


LUBTXATBU  HT  OaM  MOtwafT 


targeted  firm,  government  or  other 
agency.  The  purpose  of  a  boycott  is 
to  persuade  the  targeted  body  to 
cease  from  certain  practices  judged 
to  be  unjust,  and/or  to  perform  cer¬ 
tain  practices  deemed  to  be  just.” 

Currently  The  United  Method- 
~lst  Church  supports  only  one  den- 
.  ominationwide  boycott,  against 
Royal  Dutch/Shell. 

Adopted  in  1988,  this  effort  was 
intended  to  help  bring  about  an 


end  to  South  Africa’s  system  of  ra¬ 
cial  segregation  known  as  apart¬ 
heid.  The  boycott  targets  one  of 
the  primary  suppliers  of  petro¬ 
leum  to  the  country,  which  has  no 
petroleum  reserves  of  its  own.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  boycott  is  ShelLUSA, 
because  as  a  wholly  owned  SQbsidr 
iary  of  the  Shell  Group  it  supplies 
20  percent  of  the  product  sales  <Jf 
the  parent  company. 

At  least  two  officials  responsible 


Analysis 

for  tracking  social  issues  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church  agree  ? 
that  boycotts  should  be  the 
church’s  “strategy  of  last  resort”  n 
(see  related  editorial  at  left). 

Jane  Hull  Harvey  directs  the 
“ministry  of  God’s  human  com-  I 
munity"  section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
Ellen  Kirby  directs  the  Christian 
social  relations  section  for  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  ■ 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Called  to  awareness 

Ms.  Harvey,  who  helped  write  '- 
the  boycott  guidelines  adopted  in 
1988,  pointed  out  that  the  guide¬ 
lines  “deliberately  call  the  church  ? 
to  be  aware  of  the  biblical  and  • 
theological  issues”  at  stake  before  - 
initiating  a  boycott. 

“On-site  visits  [to  evaluate  the  • 
dispute  and  a  boycott’s  impact]  : 
are  essential,”  she  added.  “It’s  a 
lot  of  hard  work.” 

Ms.  Kirby  noted  that  there  are : 
historical  precedents  other  than  a 
boycott  for  moving  church  meetings. 

“For  instance,  in  1946  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  moved  its  second  as¬ 
sembly  from  Kansas  City  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  because  of  segregat¬ 
ed  housing  facilities,”  she  said.  “In 
the  1950s,  the  General  Conference 
adopted  a  resolution  that  it  would 
never  again  meet  in  a  segregated  city. 

“During  the  1970s  various  parts  • 
of  the  church  boycotted  states  which 
failed  to  ratify  the  Equal  Rights  ' 
Amendment. 

“Most  recently  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  moved  one  of  its  meetings  from 
Phoenix  because  Arizona  at  that 
time  had  refused  to  adopt  the  na¬ 
tional  holiday  commemorating  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.” 

Ultimately  whether  to  move  the 
1996  General  Conference  from 
Denver  will  be  decided  by  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  General  Conference  has 
given  botn  the  site  and  dates  deci-  :■ 
sion  to  this  little  known  14-mem-  ; 
berboHy! 

The  commission  will  meet  in 
Denver  in  June. 


My  Witness= 


Book  of  Worship's  logo  for  "Oc¬ 
casional  Services,"  where  the 
ecumenical  service  would  have 
appeared. 

book  study  committee  and  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house — to  make  whatever 
changes  were  necessary  for  expedi¬ 
tious  publication  of  the  560-page 
Book  of  Worship. 

The  committee  met  May  21, 

1 992,  and  voted  to  remove  both  the 
7-page  COCU  service  and  the  3- 
page  service  for  consecration  of  a 
church-related  hospital.  The  com¬ 
mittee  also  voted  to  shorten  the 
worship  book’s  introduction  by  one 
page. 

Mr.  Hickman  said  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  reasons  for  deleting  the  COCU 
service  were  its  likely  limited  use 
among  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  since  it  is  an  ecumenical  ser¬ 
vice  and  its  availability  from  the 
COCU  office. 

Mr.  Alexander  said  the  inclusion 
of  the  1 1  pages  would  have  required 
a  minimum  addition  of  16  pages 
because  of  press  configurations. 
The  inclusion  also  would  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  re-indexing  of  more 
than  3,000  cross-references.  These 
two  mechanics  of  printing  would 
have  required  the  publishing  house 
to  reset  the  entire  book,  which  had 
already  exceeded  its  original  limit 
of  400  pages. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Teaching  charity  to  a  'hungry'  boy 


What  others 
are  saying 


By  FLORENCE  HOLMES  RYAN 

Hunger!  Terrible  for  people  of 
any  age.  But  hungry  children  make 
us  cry.  “We  are  the  world,”  and  the 
children  in  it  are  ours. 

When  my  grandson,  Hunter,  was 
three,  his  church  school  class  was 
asked  to  bring  canned  goods  for 
food  baskets.  Knowing  he  liked 
tuna  and  that  it  would  be  easy  for 
him  to  hold,  I  gave  him  a  can.  He 
took  it  happily,  but  when  service 
was  over  be  cried  to  bring  “his” 
tuna  home. 

Our  minister  has  a  brief  “Mo¬ 
ment  with  the  Children”  on  Sunday 
morning  before  they  leave  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  their  own  extended  ses¬ 
sion.  One  morning  he  told  them 
about  other  boys  and  girls  who  went 
to  bed  hungry  because  they  did  not 
have  enough  to  eat. 

'I  do!' 

He  finished  with  “You  don’t  go 
to  bed  at  night  hungry,  do  you?” 
Hunter  drew  laughs  from  the  con¬ 
gregation  when  he  said,  “I  do.”  His 
mother  agreed.  He  would  eat  din¬ 
ner,  come  back  thirty  minutes  later, 
and  again  and  again  until  she  was 
forced  to  declare  the  kitchen  closed 
for  the  evening. 

As  he  grew  older  he  became 
aware  of  a  need  to  feed  hungry  peo¬ 
ple  and  wanted  to  help,  sometimes 
in  his  own  way. 

The  minister  explained  our  “Pen¬ 
nies  for  Hunger”  program  that  en¬ 
courages  us  to  give  a  penny  for  each 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Florence 
Holmes  Ryan  is  a 
member  of  Shady 

Grove  Presbyterian  _ 

Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Witness," 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  In¬ 
clude  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


meal  we  eat,  and  Hunter  took  pen¬ 
nies  for  the  fund. 

His  mother,  a  single  parent  with 
limited  income,  has  been  glad  to  get 
discount  coupons  for  fast-food 
meals  and  take  the  two  of  them  out 
to  eat  occasionally.  He  and  I  were 
on  our  way  to  Sunday  School  when 
he  said,  “Gran-gran,  I’ve  been 
thinking.  Instead  of  giving  the  mon¬ 
ey  to  the  poor  people  to  buy  food, 
why  don’t  we  get  a  coupon  and  just 
take  them  out  to  dinner?” 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Endure  trials  for  the  sake  of  disci¬ 
pline.  God  is  treating  you  as  children; 
for  what  child  is  there  whom  a  parent 
does  not  discipline?”  (NRSV) 


For  a  special  hunger  drive  a 
teacher  gave  each  child  a  cardboard 
fish  to  fill  with  money.  Hunter’s 
grandfather  contributed  a  handful 
of  coins,  mostly  quarters  and  pen¬ 
nies.  When  Hunter  was  ready  to 
take  the  money  to  church,  he 
opened  the  fish  and  was  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  removing  quarters  to  keep 
for  himself  when  his  grandfather 
discovered  the  lack  of  charity. 

'Just  to  eat  dinner' 

Along  with  other  people  from  our 
church.  Hunter’s  mother  has  helped 
occasionally  at  a  downtown  soup 
kitchen.  She  explained  to  him  that 
the  purpose  of  tbe  mission  is  to  feed 
hungry  people.  On  TV  he  has  seen 
pictures  of  starving  children  in  Afri¬ 
ca’s  dust.  One  day  he  said,  without 
preliminary  conversation,  “Gran- 
gran,  there’s  something  I  want  to 
know.  How  can  all  those  people 
walk  all  that  way  from  the  desert  to 
downtown  just  to  eat  dinner?” 

“We  are  the  World,”  and  all  of 
the  children  (Hunter,  who  makes 
me  smile,  and  those  who  are  really 
hungry  and  make  us  cry)  are  ours. 

“Of  such  is  the  Kingdom.” 


“Fear  has  a  positive  function 
to  perform.  It  is  the  best  evi¬ 
dence  of  common  sense  when 
confronted  with  rattlesnakes, 
earthquakes  and  swarms  of  an¬ 
gry  hornets. ...  To  turn  our  fear 
toward  positive  ends,  however, 
is  to  defeat  fear  at  its  own  game. 
It’s  quite  all  right  then  to  be 
afraid  at  times.  It’s  not  okay  to 
let  fear  swindle  life  of  its  high 
purpose  and  possibility.” 

— Bishop  Ray  Owen,  San  Anto¬ 
nio  Area. 

*  *  * 

“Suddenly  I  realized  I  was 
very  willing  to  confess  all  the 
sins  of  the  world  in  regard  to 
why  we  have  poverty  and  hun¬ 
ger,  but  in  the  midst  of  all  that 
confessing  I  wasn’t  ready  or 
willing  to  do  much  about  my 
money  and  lifestyle.  I  had  made 
a  profound  statement  that  pre¬ 
vious  evening.  At  the  offering  I 
had  given  the  huge  sum  of  the 
two  one-dollar  bills  I  had  in  my 
wallet.” 

—The  Rev.  Phillip  M.  Polhe- 
mus.  Concord,  N.H. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Ephesians  2:8-9) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  21 

Monday:  Psalms  99: 1  -5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  99:6-9 

Ash  Wednesday: 

Psalms  51: 1-17;  Joel  2:1-2,  12-17; 
2  Corinthians  5:20b-6:10, 

Matthew  6:1-6,  16-21 
*  *  * 

Thursday:  Exodus  24: 1 2- 1 4 
Friday:  Exodus  24: 15-18 
Saturday:  2  Peter  1 ;  1 6-2 1 
Sunday:  Matthew  17:1-9 


Major  changes  in  the  economy  are 
forcing  larger  numbers  of  persons  out 
of  work.  Believing  that  crisis  is  a  time 
of  opportunity  for  both  spiritual  and 
personal  growth,  this  conference  will 
provide  information  for  your 
church  to  enter  this  exciting 


a  vp  enuren  to  en 

rj/|/bo  new  ministry. 


Saturday,  March  6,  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church.  Cost 
is  $65.00  per  delegate,  including  comprehensive  workbook 
and  lunch.  Registration  deadline  March  1. 

For  more  information  call  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Counseling  Center,  Memphis, 
Tennessee  (901)  761-0576. 
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MEDICINES  TO  RUSSIA:  Nearly  $4  8 

million  worth  of  desperately  needed  medicines 
■  is  being  airlifted  to  Russia  this  week  with  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  United  Methodist  General 
|  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Interchurch 
;  Medical  Assistance.  The  66,000-pound  ship- 
:ment,  donated  by  pharmaceutical  companies, 
lleft  Dulles  Airport  in  Washington  Feb.  12  and 
was  expected  to  arrive  Feb.  18.  Veniamin  Zinov¬ 
iev  of  Moscow,  general  director  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Hematologists  of  the 
iWorld  for  Children,  said  the  shipment  will  pro¬ 
vide  relief  for  a  “situation  near  to  disaster.”  Pri- 
jor  to  the  medicines  being  sent  to  Moscow,  the 
;Rev.  Bernard  Keels,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Baltimore  Northwest  District,  led  a  dedica¬ 
tion  service  for  the  shipment. 


STIMULUS  SUPPORTED:  Strong  sup¬ 
port  for  a  short-term  economic  stimulus  pack¬ 
age  for  the  U.S.  economy  is  being  encouraged 
!by  a  coalition  of  more  than  100  groups  con- 
jcemed  with  the  needs  of  children,  women,  the 
jelderly  and  people  with  disabilities.  In  a  Feb.  5 
;  letter  to  new  Secretary  of  Labor  Robert  Reich, 
Ithe  “Coalition  on  Human  Needs”  said  a  stimulus 
\  package  should  meet  a  variety  of  social,  economic 
[and  employment  needs  and  take  precedence  over 
■a  long-term  plan  to  reduce  the  deficit.  Among  18 
(groups  signing  the  letter  were  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  of  which 
!the  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  member,  and 
■  the  denomination’s  Washington-based  General 
;  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

PLEA  FOR  UNDERSTANDING:  a 

delegation  of  Irish  Protestant  and  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  church  leaders  is  ending  a  visit  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  this  week,  pleading  for  understanding 
and  increased  U.S.  investment  to  create  jobs  in 
Northern  Ireland.  The  group  was  hosted  by 
Catholic,  Episcopal,  United  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  groups.  During  a  meeting  in  New 
York  Feb.  12  the  Rev.  Derek  Ritchie,  president 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Ireland,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Forrest  Stith  (New  York 
Area)  and  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  church’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns, 
met  with  other  church  leaders  to  discuss  how 
unemployment  is  a  source  of  turmoil. 


Gotta 
have  it? 

Visa.  MasterCard.  Discover. 

'  It's  a  plastic  world.  If  you  gotta  have  it. 

It's  gonna  cost  you. ..with  interest. 

If  you're  looking  for  a  little  less  plastic  and  a  little 
more  substance,  worship  with  us  this  Sunday. 
For  what  it's  worth,  there  is  another  way. 


COURTESV  OF  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  CONFERENCE 

A  new  series  of  print  ads  targeted  to  "baby 
[boomers"  has  been  created  by  the  United 
Methodist  Western  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference.  Designed  for  McKnight  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pittsburgh,  the  five 
ads  move  away  from  the  stereotype  of 
what  many  young  adults  think  of  the 
church. 


Colorado  leaders  issue  invitation  to  'teach-in' 


"We  agreed  to  oppose  [Amendment  2],  but 
we  didn't  agree  on  what  form  our  witness 
should  take.  Some  of  us  believe  that  a  'teach-in' 
is  a  more  effective  witness." 

— Ed  Paup 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Come  to  Denver  this  year  and 
let’s  learn  together  about  Chris¬ 
tian  social  witness. 

That’s  the  invitation  issued  last 
week  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  leaders  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference. 

They’re  offering  their  proposal 
for  a  “teach-in”  as  a  response  to 
a  campaign  to  move  the  church’s 
1996  General  Conference  from 
Denver  in  protest  of  controver¬ 
sial  legislation  regarding  the  civil 
rights  of  homosexual  people. 

Specifically,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
are  being  asked  to  help  the  con¬ 
ference  organize  an  event  this 


year  in  Denver  “to  learn  and  wit¬ 
ness  together  against  injustice 
and  discrimination  directed  to¬ 
ward  any  human  being.” 

Church  and  Society  will  meet 
March  11-14  in  Alexandria,  Va., 
and  the  Council  of  Bishops  will 
meet  May  1-7  in  San  Diego,  Calif. 

The  proposal  was  unveiled  two 
weeks  ago  in  a  letter  from  Rocky 
Mountain’s  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegation  (see  UMR, 


Feb.  19).  It  was  endorsed  last 
week  by  Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swen¬ 
son  (Denver  Area)  and  her  cabi¬ 
net,  said  the  Rev.  Ed  Paup  of 
Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Mr.  Paup  supervises  the  con¬ 
ference’s  Utah/Westem  district 
and  chaired  its  1992  General 
Conference  delegation. 

“As  early  as  December,  the 
cabinet  called  together  lay  and 
clergy  leaders  representing  differ¬ 


ent  perspectives  [about  the  con¬ 
troversial  law],”  Mr.  Paup  said. 

“In  that  forum  it  was  apparent 
that  people  had  great  difficulty 
with  Amendment  2,  not  only  in 
its  stance  toward  gays  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  but  its  potential  effect  on 
other  groups. 

“We  agreed  to  oppose  it,  but 
we  didn’t  agree  on  what  form  our 
witness  should  take.  Some  of  us 
believe  that  a  ‘teach-in’  is  a  more 
effective  witness.” 

Mr.  Paup  added  that  while 
conference  leaders  are  united  in 
opposition  to  Amendment  2, 
there  are  differences  of  opinion 
about  the  law  among  other  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergy  and  laypeo- 
ple  in  Colorado. 

“That’s  why  we  needed  the 


See  related  editorial  and  anal¬ 
ysis  on  Page  2. 


healing  of  the  church,  so  that  we 
don’t  become  polarized,”  he  as¬ 
serted. 

Amendment  2’s  enactment  has 
been  stopped  by  a  temporary  in¬ 
junction  until  its  constitutional¬ 
ity  can  be  judged. 

If  enacted,  the  legislation 
would  overturn  local  laws  in 
Denver,  Boulder  and  Aspen  pro¬ 
tecting  the  rights  of  homosexual 
people  in  areas  of  jobs,  housing 
and  public  services.  Because  of 
the  temporary  injunction  against 
Amendment  2,  the  local  laws  re¬ 
main  in  effect  in  those  cities. 


Africa  U.:  One  year  down . . . 


AFRICA 

UNIVERSITY 
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OLD  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — Flags  fly  at  the  entrance  of  Afri¬ 
ca  University,  the\)nly  United  Methodist-related  college  on 
the  continent. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

More  than  12,000  books 
stock  the  library,  students  pore 
over  lessons  in  classrooms  and 
call  to  each  other  in  the  cafete¬ 
ria,  professors  dole  out  exams 
and  grades  and  the  choir  is  or¬ 
ganized. 

Africa  University,  the  First 
United  Methodist-related  col¬ 
lege  on  that  continent,  is  near¬ 
ing  the  end  of  its  first  year  of 
operation. 

Buoyed  by  a  1993-96  com¬ 
mitment  by  the  church  to  raise 
at  least  $20  million  for  the 
school,  Africa  University  at  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  has  been 
home  to  65  theology  and  agri¬ 
culture  students  since  it  opened 
in  spring  1992. 

This  March,  25  new  students 
will  enter  the  theological  and 
agricultural  schools. 

Students  move  through  the 
daily  routine  of  campus  life  as 
construction  continues  on  ad¬ 


ministrative  buildings,  class¬ 
rooms  and  dormitories  and  as 
donations  come  in  from  around 
the  world. 

Since  September,  United 
Methodists  and  others  have 
committed  nearly  $500,000  to 
Africa  University. 

This  included  the  First  install¬ 
ment  on  an  $80,000  scholarship 
endowment  established  by  the 
Ginza  Methodist  Church  in  To¬ 
kyo.  The  Rev.  Isamu  Ukai  and 
congregation  plan  to  give 
$20,000  annually  in  1993-96. 

Other  gifts  received  since  fall 
1992  include: 

■  $180,000  from  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference; 

■  A  $65,000  scholarship 
from  Jonas  T.  Kennedy,  a  lay¬ 
man  from  Bishopville,  S.C.; 

■  $47,000  for  scholarships 
from  the  Scandia  Family  Foun¬ 
dation  in  the  New  Mexico  An¬ 
nual  Conference; 

■  $18,000  on  a  $65,000 


pledge  from  Nancy  Carruth  of 
Bunkie,  La.,  a  former  voting 
member  of  the  churchwide 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry; 

■  $65,000  for  scholarships 
from  Church  of  the  Savior 
(United  Methodist)  in  Canton, 
Ohio. 

A  promotional  video  about 
the  university  has  debuted  in 
Nashville,  at  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches — McKendree 
and  Gordon  Memorial. 

Each  annual  conference  re¬ 
source  center  and  district  office 
will  receive  a  copy  of  the  video, 
which  chronicles  development 
of  the  university  and  individual 
stories  by  students. 

In  other  developments,  univer¬ 
sity  vice  chancellor  John  W.Z. 
Kurewa  announced  the  hiring  of 
two  Zimbabweans — the  Rev. 
Webster  F.  Mutamba  as  director 
of  university  information,  and 
the  Rev.  Julius  J.H.  Tsiga  as  uni¬ 
versity  chaplain. 


Bishop  says  stabbing 
didn't  shake  bis  faith 


Project  encourages  churches 
to  influence  farming  practices 


By  ALLISON  B.  ASK1NS 

Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  (Co¬ 
lumbia,  S.C.,  Area)  recently  said 
that  it  would  take  much  more 
than  a  stabbing  to  shake  his  faith 
in  humanity. 

“And  it  would  take  more  than 
that  incident  to  shake  my  faith  in 
God,”  he  said. 

Looking  Fit  and  strong,  the 
bishop  sat  at  his  dining  room  ta¬ 
ble  and  spoke  quietly  about  his 
experience  since  being  stabbed 
during  an  attempted  car  theft 
outside  the  United  Methodist 
Center  in  Columbia  Nov.  23. 

Although  the  bishop  said  he  is 
looking  forward  to  returning  to 
his  normal  routine,  doctors  insist 
that  should  not  happen  before 
March  1,  he  said. 

He  also  spoke  of  the  need  to 
pray  not  only  for  the  person  re¬ 
sponsible — whose  identity  is  not 
known — but  for  the  root  causes 
of  violence  throughout  the  world. 
Those  causes,  he  said,  include 
poverty,  drug  use,  underemploy¬ 
ment  and  unemployment. 


The  bishop  says  he  recalls  little 
of  the  incident. 

He  said  as  he  approached  his 
car  after  work,  the  assailant  sur¬ 
prised  him  and  stabbed  him  al¬ 
most  immediately. 

He  does  not  remember  how 
the  assailant  got  his  car  keys,  he 
said.  He  does  know,  however, 
that  he  did  not  struggle  with  the 
assailant. 

Looking  back  on  the  past  sev¬ 
eral  months.  Bishop  Bethea  said 
that  perhaps  the  most  difficult 
part  of  his  experience  has  been  to 
go  through  it  without  his  late 
wife,  Shirley.  Mrs.  Bethea  died 
following  an  extended  illness 
Sept.  1 9,  just  nine  weeks  before 
the  stabbing. 

“I  thought  about  her  often,”  he 
said.  “I  wondered  what  it  would 
be  like  if  she  were  still  here.  May¬ 
be  it  would  not  have  even  hap¬ 
pened.  We  just  don’t  know  .” 

This  article  is  adapted  from  the 
"South  Carolina  United  Methodist  Advo¬ 
cate." 


By  TOM  ROBERTS 

Religious  News  Service 

When  the  farm  crisis  of  the 
1980s  hit  the  Midwest,  church 
leaders  pumped  out  reams  of  po¬ 
sition  papers  on  fanning  and 
Christian  stewardship,  often  rail¬ 
ing  against  the  giant  agri-busi¬ 
nesses  that  were  fast  making 
family  farms  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Now  those  church  leaders  are 
being  asked  by  a  group  based  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  to  back  up 
their  teaching  with  action. 

The  Church  Land  Project  has 
published  an  inventory  of  land 
owned  by  church  interests  in 
their  state  and  has  published 
guidelines  for  using  and  selling 
the  land — guidelines  that  re¬ 
quire  fundamental  shifts  in  the 
way  many  churches  currently 
dispense  with  land  holdings. 

Most  sold  quickly 

Until  now.  most  churches  that 
receive  land  as  gifts  or  donations 


sell  it  quickly  to  the  highest  bid¬ 
der  without  regard  to  its  future 
use,  said  Julia  Kleinschmit,  the 
project’s  director. 

Through  the  project,  she  said, 
the  churches  “are  being  asked 
to  view  the  land  as  a  resource 
for  the  community  rather  than 
simply  a  commodity  to  be  sold 
for  the  highest  price.” 

The  effort  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  National  Catholic  Rural 
Life  Conference  and  by  Prairie- 
Fire  Rural  Action,  a  group  sup¬ 
ported  mainly  by  Protestant 
denominations,  including  the 
United  Methodist  Iowa  Annual 
Conference. 

The  hope  is  that  the  churches 
will  monitor  land  use,  renting 
or  selling  to  those  whose  farm¬ 
ing  practices  are  ecologically 
sound  and  who  represent  rela¬ 
tively  small,  locally  run  fanning 
operations. 

The  groups  also  hope  the 
project  will  be  copied  in  other 


areas  of  the  country. 

But  before  the  churches  could 
be  asked  to  revise  the  way  they 
deal  with  their  land  holdings, 
the  project  had  to  Find  out  how 
much  land  the  churches  owned. 

That  took  50  volunteers  about 
a  year  of  combing  through  the 
records  stashed  in  courthouses  in 
Iowa's  99  counties. 

58,264  acres 

In  Iowa,  church  interests — 
including  regional  and  local 
church  bodies  and  institutions 
such  as  hospitals,  nursing 
homes,  colleges,  seminaries  and 
monasteries — currently  own  a 
total  of  58,264  acres  of  agricul¬ 
tural  land. 

Its  total  value  is  assessed  at 
$38.4  million,  according  to  the 
project's  Findings. 

The  church-owned  land,  she 
said,  would  translate  into  a 
mile-wide  strip  more  than  100 
miles  long. 


Protestant  interest  in  Ash  Wednesday  ritual  is  on  the  rise 


•By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
•Religious  News  Service 
;  Each  year  on  Ash  Wednesday,  be¬ 
tween  6  a.m.  and  7  p.m.,  more  than 


40,000  people  pass  through  the 
doors  of  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  downtown  Chicago. 
Directed  by  policemen  and  wood¬ 


en  horses  outside  and  by  ushers  in¬ 
side,  the  faithful  wait  in  one  of  six 
long  lines  to  have  a  priest  smudge 
ashes  on  their  foreheads. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
Faso,  pastor  at  St.  Peter’s,  people 
who  show  up  represent  the  social 
spectrum — “people  smelling  of 
Chanel  and  people  who  just  smell, 
people  in  $1,000  coats  and  people 
in  rags.” 

Ash  Wednesday  will  be  celebrated 
this  year  on  Feb.  24,  signifying  the 
beginning  of  the  40-day  period  of 
prayer  and  fasting  known  as  “Lent,” 
which  culminates  with  Easter. 

After  the  doors  close.  Father  Faso 
goes  out  to  the  curb  to  minister  to 
latecomers,  repeating  what  he  did 
over  and  over  again  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary.  He  dips  his  thumb  into  a  bowl 
of  ashes  and  spreads  them,  in  the 
sign  of  a  cross,  on  the  foreheads  of 
people  kneeling  in  front  of  him. 

Many  are  Protestant 

While  the  numbers  are  imposing, 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  things 
about  Ash  Wednesday  at  St.  Peter’s, 
according  to  Father  Faso,  is  that 
many  of  the  people  who  come  for 


ashes  are  Protestants — United 
Methodists,  Episcopalians,  Luther¬ 
ans,  Presbyterians  and  others — de¬ 
spite  the  strong  traditional  view  of 
the  ritual  as  purely  Catholic. 

St.  Peter’s  is  an  exceptional  case, 
but  there  is  evidence  that  use  of 
ashes  by  Protestants  is  steadily 
growing  all  around  the  country. 

While  some  go  to  Catholic 
churches  for  the  ritual  thumbprint, 
others,  increasingly,  Find  Protestant 
ministers  leading  the  rite. 

The  Rev.  Horace  T.  Allen  Jr., 
professor  of  worship  at  United 
Methodist-related  Boston  Universi¬ 
ty  School  of  Theology,  believes  the 
surge  of  interest  in  ashes  among 
Protestants  is  part  of  an  “extraordi¬ 
nary  sharing  of  liturgical  practices.” 

This  blossomed  after  the  Second 
Vatican  Council  in  the  1960s  and 
has  increased  along  with  the  grow¬ 
ing  practice  of  intermarriage  among 
Protestants  and  Catholics. 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman,  director 
of  resource  development  for  the  9- 
million-member  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  use  of  ashes  by  United 
Methodists  is  not  “increasing  like 


wildfire,  but  it  is  steadily  growing.” 

He  predicted  that  adoption  last 
year  of  a  new  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship  that  contains  pro¬ 
visions  for  distributing  ashes  will 
increase  the  popularity  of  the  ritual. 

Likewise,  the  2.8-million-mem- 
ber  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  is 
publishing  a  new  Book  of  Common 
Worship  this  year  that  uses  the  fol¬ 
lowing  language:  “We  begin  our 
journey  to  Easter  with  the  sign  of 
ashes.  This  ancient  sign  speaks  of 
the  frailty  and  uncertainty  of  hu¬ 
man  life  and  marks  the  penitence  of 
this  community.” 

But  the  use  of  ashes  by  individual 
congregations  in  both  denomina¬ 
tions  predates  the  new  worship 
books. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Barnes,  pastor  of 
the  multi-racial  Edgehill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nashville, 
said  his  congregation  has  used  ashes 
for  1 0  or  1 2  years. 

Edgehill  follows  the  tradition  of 
making  ashes  from  the  dried  Palm 
Sunday  branches  saved  from  the 
previous  year. 

“We  burn  them  and  say  our  vain¬ 
glory  is  being  transformed  into  pen¬ 


itence,  ’’  said  Mr.  Barnes.  The 
branches,  he  explained,  are  viewed 
as  symbolic  of  the  mistaken  expec¬ 
tations  of  Jesus'  followers  that  he 
would  lead  a  violent  overthrow  of 
the  Roman  oppressors. 

Only  about  40-50  of  Mr.  Barnes’ 
congregation  of  240  elect  to  receive 
ashes.  But  he  said,  “I  think,  bit  by 
bit,  there  is  greater  interest.” 

Meanwhile,  at  St.  Peter’s  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Father  Faso  is  delighted  with 
the  ecumenical  mix  of  the  penitents 
who  visit  his  church  on  Ash 
Wednesdays. 

'We're  all  the  same' 

“When  we  kneel  down  to  get 
ashes,  we’re  all  the  same,”  he  said. 

He  believes  the  great  crowds  who 
jam  into  St.  Peter’s  to  receive  ashes 
are  drawn  by  something  basic  to  ev¬ 
eryone,  “something  at  the  deep  cen¬ 
ter  of  us  that  wants  us  to  be  honest 
and  truthful.” 

It  is  the  one  time  during  the 
course  of  the  year,  Father  Faso  said, 
when  a  person  who  is  asked  how  he 
or  she  feels  can  admit  that  they 
have  problems:  “You  can  point  to 
your  head  and  say,  ‘I’m  a  mess.’  ” 


[Nurturing 

Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant, 
in  home,  spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your 
entire  congregation  beyond  the  worship 
experience. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(2141  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

BALL  AWARDS:  The  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action  recently  presented  three 
“Ball  Awards”  for  social  justice  ministries.  The 
Rev.  John  C.  Nesbitt  of  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Broomall,  Pa.,  was  hon¬ 
ored  for  organizing  two  AIDS  task  forces  and  a 
food  bank  in  the  Philadelphia  area.  Anne  C.  Ew¬ 
ing,  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Germantown,  Pa.,  was  cited  for  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  sanctuary  and  nuclear  freeze  move¬ 
ments,  and  her  congregation  received  a  special 
award  for  several  social  action  programs,  includ¬ 
ing  a  ministry  to  Haitian  refugees.  The  sponsoring 
federation  is  an  unofficial  body  dating  to  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Creed  in  1908. 

BLACK  CAUCUS  HISTORY:  civil- 

rights  leaders,  pastors,  laypersons  and  journal¬ 
ists  are  among  contributors 
to  a  new  book  chronicling 
the  25-year  history  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism's  black  cau¬ 
cus — Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal.  Titled 
“Our  Time  Under  God  Is 
Now,”  the  book  will  be  re¬ 
leased  by  Abingdon  Press  in 
mid-March  during  BMCR’s 
25th  anniversary  celebration  in  Cincinnati. 
Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  of  Indianapolis,  the 
founding  chief  executive  of  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  is  the 
book’s  general  editor. 

NEW  PRESIDENT:  The  Rev.  Delton  Pick¬ 
ering,  director  of  the  United  Methodist  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  council  on 
ministries,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Southern  California  Ecumenical  Council. 

TRIBUTE  TO  A  FRIEND:  Members  of 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Cheraw, 
S.C.,  paid  tribute  last  month  to  a  hometown 
hero  who  had  roots  in  The  Methodist  Church.  A 
memorial  service  was  held  for  the  late  John 
Birks  “Dizzy”  Gillespie — the  famous  jazz  musi¬ 
cian — at  that  church.  Relatives  attending  the 
service  said  “he  never  forgot  his  roots.” 

'MISSIONAL  MINISTRY'  “Celebrating 
Missional  Ministry:  From  the  Local  Church  to 
the  Wider  World"  will  be  the  theme  of  the  10th 
annual  consultation  on  Town  and  Country  Min¬ 
istries  at  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  March  9-11.  Leaders  include 
United  Methodist  Bishops  Joel  Martinez  (Ne¬ 
braska  Area)  and  Rueben  Job  of  Nashville;  the 
Rev.  Jim  Pledger  of  Sherman,  Texas;  Saint  Paul 
faculty  members  Tex  Sample  and  Edward  Kail 
and  Lucy  Gist  from  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 


Bishop  White 


Teleconference: 


By  TOM  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Meth¬ 
odist  teleconferences  may  not 
have  the  sizzle  of  President  Clin¬ 
ton’s  televised  “town  meetings,” 
but  they  are  beginning  to  change 
the  ways  United  Methodists  re¬ 
late  to  one  another. 

A  church  that  takes  pride  in  its 
historic  “connectionalism,” 
United  Methodism  is  trying  to 
find  ways  to  save  the  expense  of 
churchwide  meetings,  as  well  as 
extend  its  mission  and  ministry. 

Reach  the  boomers 

“Sharing  and  exchanging  in¬ 
formation,  opinions,  concerns  in 
a  timely,  believable  way — that’s 
how  the  church  does  much  of  its 
mission,”  Shirley  Whipple  Stru- 
chen  told  top  executives  of  all 
major  churchwide  agencies  meet¬ 


ing  recently  at  UMCom  studios 
in  Nashville. 

“We’re  also  trying  to  reach  a 
baby-boomer  generation  that 
wants  direct  contact  and  dia¬ 
logue,”  added  Ms.  Struchen. 

She  has  been  selected  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications 
to  direct  a  new  churchwide  tele¬ 
conference  effort  known  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Teleconference 
Connection  (UMTC). 

UMTC  incorporates  a  similar 
effort  launched  several  years  ear¬ 
lier  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  under  the 
name  Cokesbury  Satellite  Televi¬ 
sion  Network  (CSTN).  CSTN 
produced  several  teleconferences 
to  introduce  new  resources. 

UMCom’s  satellite  uplink  ca¬ 
pabilities  at  its  Nashville  studios 
enable  it  to  host  teleconferences 
that  can  be  picked  up  in  any  loca¬ 


WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL  PHOTO 

World  Methodists  visit  Mexico 

MEXICO  CITY — Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mexi¬ 
co  greet  representatives  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
on  a  recent  fraternal  visit  to  observe  relations  between 
the  church  and  the  Mexican  government.  From  left  are 
Bishop  Daniel  de  la  Cruz;  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  council;  Bishop  Ulises  Hernandez;  the  Rev. 
Donald  English  of  pre^t  Britain,  council  president;  and 
Bishops  Raul  Ruiz;  ttepardo  Esparza  and  Baltazar  Gon¬ 
zales  Recent  jegislaftorj  in  Mexico  legitimized  Protestant 
denominations,  giving  them  property  and  civil  rights,  but 
the  Methodists  and  government  officials  are  still  strug¬ 
gling  to  reduce  cultural  prejudice — sometimes  resulting  in 
violence — against  Protestants,  Dr.  Hale  said. 


Church  meetin'  today 


tion  across  the  nation  with  a  sat¬ 
ellite  receiver  dish.  As  it 
launched  CSTN,  the  Publishing 
House  gave  every  annual  confer¬ 
ence  office  a  satellite  dish.  Since 
then,  many  offices  have  upgrad¬ 
ed  that  technology  even  more. 

A  March  2  teleconference  on 
local  church  communications  al¬ 
ready  has  130  “downlink”  sites 


in  36  states  lined  up  with  an  ex¬ 
pected  audience  of  more  than 
2,000  people. 

“We  could  not  economically 
reach  that  many  people  in  tradi¬ 
tional  ways,”  Ms.  Struchen  said. 
Participants  at  all  downlink  sites 
will  participate  in  a  90-minute 
segment  to  hear  top-flight  com¬ 
municators  and  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  ask  questions  and  give 
comments  directly  by  phone. 

Recent  teleconference  topics 
have  included: 

■  Use  of  the  lectionary  in 
preaching  and  worship; 

■  How  laity  can  put  their 
faith  into  action; 

■  50th-anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  for  the  United  Methodist 
Men  (UMM)  organization; 

■  How  to  improve  the  local 
church  newsletter. 

Teleconferences  are  but  one 


emerging  medium  of  communica¬ 
tion  being  explored  by  the  church. 

Exploring  applications 

The  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  (GCFA),  headquartered  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  has  a  “Computer 
Information  Systems  Committee” 
(CISCo)  exploring  various  church¬ 
wide  applications  of  technology. 

Under  exploration  is  an  “Em 
terprise  Wide  Network,”  defined 
as  a  “transport  mechanism"  for 
linking  churchwide  agencies, 
conference,  district,  local  church 
and  other  United  Methodist  of¬ 
fices  for  voice,  data  and  video 
image  communication. 

Admittedly  in  the  very  early 
exploration  stages,  the  network 
would  allow  communications  be¬ 
tween  persons,  groups  of  persons, 
and  computer  systems. 


Sun  Oil's  environmental  shift 
draws  religious  group's  kudos 


"Sun  has  taken  a  brave  step  forward  to 
demonstrate  leadership  in  public  accountability 
for  environmental  protection." 

— J.  Andy  Smith  III 


By  TOM  ROBERTS 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Sun  Oil  Co. 
last  week  became  the  largest  pub¬ 
licly  held  corporation  to  endorse  a 
set  of  voluntary  environmental 
principles  that  have  been  advocat¬ 
ed  since  1 989  by  a  broad  coalition 
of  civic  and  religious  groups. 

In  a  New  York  news  confer¬ 
ence,  Sun  Chairman  Bob  Camp¬ 
bell  said  his  company’s  decision 
signaled  a  new  direction  in  the 
debate  over  “whether  environ¬ 
ment  or  the  economy  should  be 
the  top  priority  in  this  country. 
Our  signal  to  you  this  morning  is 
that  environmental  protection 
and  economic  growth  can  be 
compatible,  and  both  are  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  welfare  of  this  nation.” 

Sun  Oil,  the  12th  largest  oil  com¬ 
pany  in  the  world,  was  also  the  fust 
Fortune  500  firm  to  sign  on  to  the 
CERES  principles.  The  acronym 
stands  for  Coalition  for  Economi¬ 
cally  Responsible  Economies. 

The  principles  originally  were 
named  Valdez,  after  the  ship  in¬ 
volved  in  the  disastrous  oil  leak 


off  the  coast  of  Alaska  in  1989. 

One  main  force  behind  the 
agreement  was  the  Interfaith  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Corporate  Responsibility,  a 
group  that  works  for  greater  social 
accountability  from  corporations. 
United  Methodist  boards  and 
agencies  are  among  the  center’s 
member  bodies. 

The  Rev.  J.  Andy  Smith  III, 
chairman  of  the  Interfaith  Center 
and  director  of  social  and  ethical 
responsibility  in  investments  for 
the  American  Baptist  Churches, 
was  a  principal  negotiator  with 
Sun  Oil. 

“Sun  has  taken  a  brave  step  for¬ 
ward  tb  demonstrate  leadership  in 
public  accountability  for  environ¬ 
mental  protection,”  said  Mr. 
Smith  at  the  news  conference. 

Mr.  Smith  noted  that  since 
1989  only  50  companies,  mostly 


small  and  privately  held,  have 
signed  the  principles. 

The  principles,  which  go  be¬ 
yond  legal  requirements,  outline 
broad  measures  for  protecting  the 
environment,  correcting  abuses, 
disposing  of  wastes,  producing 
safe  products  and  preserving  non¬ 
renewable  natural  resources. 

Ariane  van  Buren,  environ¬ 
mental  director  for  the  Interfaith 
Center,  said  members  of  her 
group  have  put  over  200  share¬ 
holder  resolutions  to  corpora¬ 
tions  during  the  past  four  years. 

“Now  we  will  be  asking  those 
companies  to  follow  Sun’s  lead  in 
endorsing  the  CERES  Principles. 

“What  Sun  has  done  is  unique, 
courageous  and  exemplary.  .  .  . 
Sun  has  seen  that  healthy  profits 
and  environmental  commitments 
can  proudly  walk  hand-in-hand.” 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  SI.  15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S28.75  minimum  charae  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  SI 5  additional  plus  add  S9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.”  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. _ 

KOINONIA  RETREAT  CENTER,  South  Haven. 
MN  is  seeking  an  Interim  Director  for  12  months 
starting  August  1,  1993.  Koinonia  is  owned  by 
Hennepin  Avenue  UMC,  Minneapolis,  and  locat¬ 
ed  one  hour  west.  The  Interim  Director  will  have 
overall  responsibility  for  operations  and  pro¬ 
gram,  assisted  by  7  full  and  part-time  staff.  Can¬ 
didates  with  administrative  experience  in  a 
retreat,  camp  or  conference  center  will  be  given 
preference.  Marketing  experience  is  highly  desir¬ 
able.  Salary  is  negotiable,  dIus  housing  and  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resumes  and  references  by  March  1  to: 
Search  Committee,  Koinonia  Retreat  Center, 
7768  Pilger  Ave.  NW.  South  Haven,  MN  55382 
or  call  Steve  Blons  at  (612)  236-7746. _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

Euless,  TX  (just  west  of  DFW)  is  taking  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  church  organist.  You  may  send  re¬ 
sumes  to  the  church.  106  N.  Main,  Euless  76039, 
or  inquire  (817)  283-442 1 . _ _ 

CONFERENCE  YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  The 

Florida  Annual  Conference  seeks  resumes  for  the 
position  of  Associate  Conference  Council  Direc¬ 
tor  with  responsibilities  for  Youth  Ministries. 
Emphasis  on  development  and  implementation 
of  total  conference  youth  program.  Give  strong 
leadership  in  assisting  youth  programs  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  and  serving  as  a  resource  person  to  the 
programs  of  the  districts  and  local  churches. 
Work  in  connection  with  districts  and  local 
churches  to  nurture  decisions  made  for  Christ  at 
conference  events.  Coordinate  and  supervise 
Christian  faith  and  human  sexuality  programs. 
Bachelor's  degree  related  to  youth  ministries  and/ 
or  proven  work  experience  in  youth  ministries. 
Must  be  able  to  pass  all  background  investiga¬ 
tions  in  relation  to  working  with  children  and 
youth.  Position  available  June  1,  1993.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Resumes  must  be  received  by  March  1 , 
1993.  Send  resumes  to:  Personnel  Committee, 
Florida  Annual  Conference,  P.O.  Box  3767, 
Lakeland,  FL  33802. _ _ 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Music  for 

an  800-member  church  with  a  full  range  of  choir 
programs.  Please  send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX  79065. 
FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF 

Brevard,  a  900  +  member  church  in  the  western 
North  Carolina  mountains,  is  seeking  a  Director 
Christian  Education  starting  Summer  1993. 
Looking  for  energetic,  enthusiastic  individual  to 
be  responsible  for  overall  Christian  education 
program.  Three  to  five  years  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  College  or  graduate  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  closely  related  field  required.  Send 
resume  to:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee,  do 
Michael  K.  Pratt.  I  North  Gaston  Street,  Bre- 
vard.  NC  28712. _ 

PARKWAY  HEIGHTS  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church  in  Hattiesburg,  MS  is  looking  for  a  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Music.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to: 
Mrs.  Peggy  Vamado.  104  Linden  Court,  Hatties- 
burg,  MS  39402. _ 

CHURCH  CUSTODIAN:  PERSON  NEEDED 

full-time  for  cleaning,  maintaining  all  church 
buildings  and  other  custodial  duties.  English- 
Spanish  preferred.  Two-bedroom  apartment,  util¬ 
ities  provided.  Contact:  First  UMC  of  Miami, 
400  Biscayne  Blvd,  Miami,  FL  33132. _ 

RETIRED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired 
for  a  growing,  friendly,  caring  and  very  active 
church.  Approximately  20  hours  per  week.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  would  be  in  the  areas  of  new  mem¬ 
ber  visitation  and  congregational  care  as  well  as 
Sunday  morning  liturgist.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Roseland  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  157.  Roseland.  FL  32957. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  Favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hvm- 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  METHODIST  Ac¬ 
tion  Program,  in  the  City  of  Wilmington,  Dela¬ 
ware.  Send  resumes  to:  Wilmington  U.M. 
District  Office,  2200  Baynard  Boulevard,  Wil- 
mington,  DE  19802  by  March  15,  1993. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  (ordained 
or  lay)  wanted  for  2700-member  congregation.  Ac¬ 
tive  program,  many  adult  volunteers,  excellent  fa¬ 
cilities  including  new  gym.  Church  committed  to 
youth  ministry.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Con¬ 
tact:  Michael  Watson,  Senior  Pastor,  Dauphin  Way 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6845,  Mobile. 
AL  36660-0845,  (205)  471-1511. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPING  EDUCATION 
(clergy  or  lay).  Exciting  opportunity  to  develop 
creative  program  in  2700-member  church.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  400 
Fifth  Avenue  SW,  Rochester,  MN  55902. _ 

SUPERINTENDENT  FOR  RED  BIRD  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference  sought.  Position  requires  or¬ 
dained  elder  capable  of  pastoral  leadership, 
supervision;  skilled  in  institutional  management, 
communication.  Position  requires  coordinating 
work  of  all  mission  entities  (institutions, 
churches,  outreach  programs).  The  mission  con¬ 
ference  exists  because  of  particular  mission  op¬ 
portunities,  limited  membership  and  resources, 
unique  leadership  requirements  and  its  regionally 
strategic  location.  National  Division  of  GBGM 
provides  administrative  guidance.  Bishop  Robert 
Morgan  carries  episcopal  supervision.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  David  Burgett,  Executive  Secretary  for 
Institutional  Ministries.  Room  366,  National  Di¬ 
vision.  GBGM,  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York, 
NY  101 15  by  March  31st. _ 

POSITION  OPEN  -  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Program  staff 
position  to  include  managing  camping  program 
consisting  of  four  camps,  each  with  a  director  and 
camp  board;  Youth  to  include  junior  and  senior 
high  and  training  adult  workers  with  youth.  Send 
resume  by  March  15,  1993  to:  Wm.  Franklin  Sum- 
merour.  Director.  Conference  Council  on  Minis- 
tries,  2 1 1 2-3rd  Ave.,  Suite  300,  Seattle,  WA  98 1 2 1 . 
POSITION  OPEN  -  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Program  staff 
position  to  include  local  church  development,  de¬ 
fined  as  new  congregations  and  vitalization  of  ex¬ 
isting  congregations.  Knowledge  of  Vision  2000 
and  other  vitalization  ministries  desirable.  Con¬ 
sultative  skills  required.  Send  resume  by  March 
15,  1993  to:  Wm.  Franklin  Summerour,  Director, 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  21 12-3rd 
Ave.,  Suite  300,  Seattle,  WA  98 1 2 1 . _ 

TECHNICALLY  INCLINED.  DETAIL  oriented 
person  seeks  administrative  or  assistant  adminis¬ 
trative  position  with  growing  church.  Call  Steve: 
(501)758-2378. _ 

HAMMOND  SPINET  ORGAN,  drawbars,  con¬ 
trol  tabs,  volume  pedal,  one  octave  foot  pedals, 
two  keyboards.  Beautiful  sounds.  Mint  condition. 
Lovely  piece  of  furniture.  $600.00.  (405)  789- 
0395  or  (405)  728-7392. _ 

1980  CHEVROLET  BUS.  Handicap  electric  lift; 
15  people,  several  wheelchairs;  V8;  Auto;  PS;  Su¬ 
perior  body  very  good.  For  details:  1-800-552- 
529 1 ,  Skinner  Motor —  Kansas. _ 

REHOBOTH  BEACH.  SEA  VOICE  RETREAT 
House.  Half  block  from  beach.  Sleeps  30  people. 
Year  'round  comfort.  One  third  off  through 
April  12.  Additional  discount  for  church  groups. 
1-800-637-2862. _ 

DISCOVERY—  EUREKA  SPRINGS,  Arkansas. 
Beautiful  Ozark  Mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting.  240 
acres.  Lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe 
float  trips.  (501  >253-8367. _ 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. _ 

VACATION  BARGAIN—  Lovely  vacation  cot¬ 
tage  in  Smokey  Mountains  at  beautiful  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska.  Three  bedrooms  with  scenic  deck.  Location 
30  minutes:  Asheville,  Cherokee,  Gatlinburg,  Mag¬ 
gie  Valley,  other  lovely  places.  $225.00  week, 
$90.00  weekend.  Call  Don  at  (404)  552-8888. 


How  is  church's  'split  personality'? 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  “split  personality”  on  theologi¬ 
cal  and  social  issues  has  historically 
characterized  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Highly  publicized  internal  de¬ 
bates  on  ordaining  homosexuals,  on 
whether  God  can  be  both  “father" 
and  “mother,”  or  on  the  church’s 
stand  on  abortion  depict  a  denomi¬ 
nation  still  struggling  with  its  iden¬ 
tity  after  200  years. 

Another  arena  for  debate 

And  in  recent  years  the  question 
of  what  is  said,  who  says  it  and  how 
it  fits  in  the  quest  for  “winning” 
people  as  followers  of  Christ  or 
“evangelism”  has  become  yet  an¬ 
other  arena  for  the  debate  in  the  9.8 
million-member,  worldwide  church. 

The  debate  boils  down  to  this: 
Can  the  leading  mainline  Protestant 
church  be  both  theologically  evan¬ 
gelical  and  serve  as  an  advocate  for 
so-called  liberal,  social  reform? 

And,  in  a  society  in  which  “The 
Lord’s  Prayer”  and  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  are  no  longer  common 
knowledge,  what  is  most  needed  to 
change  people’s  hearts  and  reform 
an  unjust  world:  Soup  kitchens  and 
anti-nuclear  weapons  lobbies,  or 
back-to-basics  Christian  teachings? 

When  pressed,  most  church  lead¬ 
ers  say  faithful  Christian  evange¬ 
lism  is  a  two-sided  coin. 

This  is  Job  #1 

The  Rev.  David  Brazelton,  for¬ 
mer  top  evangelism  officer  for  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  applauds  the  church’s 
historical  social  outreach  but  insists 
that  helping  individuals  come  to 
Christ  must  be  Job  #1. 

“If  you’re  doing  ministry  to  the 
homeless  and  trying  to  bring  them 
to  Christ,  because  you  know  they 
need  Christ  the  energy  is  wonder¬ 
ful,”  Mr.  Brazelton  said. 

“If  you’re  just  doing  it  because 
you  feel  like  you  should  and  that  it’s 
the  ’correct’  thing  to  do,  then  that’s 
not  ministry,”  he  added. 

The  Rev.  Neil  F.  Fisher,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 


logical  Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill., 
said  evangelism  education  is  re- 
emerging  as  a  central  part  of  train¬ 
ing  pastors. 

“We’ve  learned  that  we  need  spir¬ 
itual  grounding  and  that  we  can’t 
achieve  the  ‘Great  Society’  on  our 
own,”  he  said. 

“Committing  our  souls  to  God  is 
the  only  way  to  save  the  world,”  he 
added. 

Other  United  Methodists,  like  the 
Rev.  Justo  Gonzalez,  a  seminary 
professor  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  are  less 
fearful  of  over-emphasis  on  social 
needs  than  of  evangelical  zeal  de¬ 
void  of  passion  for  global  justice 
and  advocacy  for  the  poor  and  dis¬ 
enfranchised. 

Must  share  bread,  pain 

“Please,  if  you  are  not  willing  to 
become  my  brother,  to  share  your 
bread,  to  share  my  pain  and  my 
hopes,  do  not  talk  to  me  about  Jesus 
Christ,”  Mr.  Gonzalez  said  during  a 
symposium  on  evangelism  last  year. 

The  spiritual-vs.-social  holiness  de¬ 
bate  is  often  further  complicated  by 
political  scrapping,  not  unlike  recent 
presidential  races,  with  all  factions 
claiming  that  God  is  on  their  side. 

Proponents  of  various  United 
Methodist  camps  are  thus  rendered 
caricatures: 

“Liberals”  espouse  gender-inclu¬ 
sive  language  about  God  in  church 
hymns,  anti-Republican  politics 
and  pro-choice  sentiments  on  abor¬ 
tion,  and  “evangelicals”  (often  erro¬ 
neously  termed  “conservatives”) 
are  considered  Pat  Buchanan 
clones,  intolerant  of  any  brand  of 
Christianity  system  other  than  their 
own,  anti-women  and  heterosexists. 

Both  word  and  deed 

But  if  enthusiasm  and  member¬ 
ship  in  mainline  United  Methodist 
Christianity  are  flagging,  the  blame 
may  be  on  church  members — from 
bureaucrats  for  whom  political  in¬ 
fighting  has  replaced  “witness”  to 
grass-roots  church  members  whose 
expressions  of  faith  are  once-a-week 
worship  at  racially  segregated 
churches  on  Sunday,  and  putting 
dollars  in  the  collection  plate. 


“Evangelism  is  word  and  deed,” 
said  the  Rev.  Patricia  Brown,  for¬ 
mer  mission  evangelism  executive 
for  United  Methodism’s  interna¬ 
tional  mission  agency,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“It’s  not  just  giving,  it’s  receiving. 
I’ve  seen  U.S.  mission  teams  go  and 
build  a  church  in  Central  America 
and  the  mission  team  comes  back 
changed.  Not  only  have  they  been 
in  ministry  but  they  have  been  min¬ 
istered  to.” 

Church  liberals,  she  added, 
should  reclaim  the  word  evangelism 
as  a  legitimate  Christian  concept, 
not  only  the  realm  of  the  stereotypi¬ 
cal  Western  heathen-chaser  or  a 
hate-mongering  charlatan  trading 
blessings  for  bucks  on  TV. 

“Many  of  us  have  horror  stories 


about  propaganda  and  phoney  faith- 
healers,  but  we  also  have  encouraged 
people  to  tell  their  own  stories  of  how 
Christ  has  come  into  their  lives  and 
moved  them  to  care  for  others,”  she 
said.  “That  is  a  concept  of  evange¬ 
lism  we  can  stand  behind.” 

The  Rev.  Craig  Miller  agrees. 

“People  in  the  local  church  don’t 
care  about  power  straggles  and  ideolo¬ 
gy,”  said  the  pastor  of  Santiago  Hills 
Church,  Orange,  Calif.,  a  fast-growing 
“baby  boomer”  congregation. 

“In  local  churches  where  minis¬ 
tries  are  thriving,  people  know  that 
a  strong  personal  faith  leads  to 
wanting  justice.  That  kind  of  ideo¬ 
logical  conflict  comes  when  we’re 
more  concerned  about  mimicking 
popular  culture  than  leading  people 
to  a  life  of  faith.” 


United  Methodist  unit 
conducts  big  health  meet 


David  the  biblical  giant-killer 
has  nothing  on  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Health  and  Welfare  Associ¬ 
ation  when  it  comes  to  mastering 
Goliaths. 

Last  week  association  president 
Dean  W.  Pulliam  and  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  full-time  staff  of  four  peo- 
ple — plus  several  temporary 
part-timers — directed  the  annual 
Protestant  Health  and  Welfare  As¬ 
sembly  in  Anaheim,  Calif. 

The  six-day  “maxi-conven¬ 
tion”  consisted  of  14  “mini-con¬ 
ventions”  of  church-related 
health  and  welfare  ministries. 

With  some  1,100  registrants,  de¬ 
nominational  and  interdenomina¬ 
tional  groups  met  concurrently. 

Groups  represented  included 
the  United  Church  of  Christ 
Council  for  Health  and  Human 
Service  Ministries,  The  Salvation 
Army,  the  Mennonite  Health  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Association  of 
Baptist  Chaplains,  the  Adventist 
Chaplaincy  Ministries  and  the 
interdenominational  College  of 


Chaplains  as  well  as  United 
Methodist  leaders. 

In  addition  to  association 
meetings,  participants  chose 
among  144  different  speakers  on 
10  concurrent  tracks  of  health 
care  and  human  service  educa¬ 
tion.  Topics  included: 

•f  The  future  of  health  care, 

/  Leadership  for  board  mem¬ 
bers, 

/  The  role  of  congregations  in 
health  ministries, 

✓  Theology  of  death  and  dying 
and 

/  Euthanasia  in  nursing 
homes  and  retirement  centers. 

John  T.  Hoban,  director  of 
communications  for  the  United 
Methodist  Health  and  Welfare 
association,  served  as  the  assem¬ 
bly’s  primary  coordinator. 

The  400-member  United 
Methodist  organization  had  con¬ 
tributed  about  half  of  the  event 
planning  an<)  management. 

This  was  the  first  time  the 
United  Methodists  had  sole  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  event. 
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William  Oden 


Let's  Round  'Em  Up 
And  Head  For 
Alexandria 


I  urge  United  Methodists  from  every  congregation  to  head  for  Alexan¬ 
dria,  La.,  on  Saturday,  March  6. 


To  kick  off  the  Conference  Center  Campaign,  we  will  meet  together 
for  an  old-fashioned  western  round-up.  We  hope  at  least  5,000  United 
Methodists  will  participate  in  this  event. 

United  Methodist  Men  and  Cursillo  will  host  us  at  the  Conference 
Center  site  at  10  a.m.  A  delicious  barbecued  chicken  lunch  (no  charge, 
contributions  accepted)  will  await  us  at  the  Rapides  Coliseum  in  Alexan¬ 
dria.  The  meal  is  to  be  served  by  the  United  Methodist  Women,  United 
Methodist  Men  and  other  volunteers. 


We  will  have  an  exciting  program  you  will  not  want  to  miss  at  2  p.m. 
in  the  coliseum.  Children,  youth  and  United  Methodist  leadership  from 
across  Louisiana  will  participate. 

So  put  on  your  blue  jeans  and  boots,  bring  along  family  and  friends 
and  join  the  fun. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  March  6  in  Alexandria. 


First  UMC,  Monroe,  Choir 
To  Sing  at  Carnegie  Hall 


The  Chancel  Choir  of  First  UMC, 
Monroe,  has  received  a  special  invi¬ 
tation  to  perform  at  Carnegie  Hall 
in  New  York  City. 

They  were  invited  by  Mid-Ameri¬ 
ca  Productions  to  join  with  four 
groups,  including  the  Notre  Dame 
Chapel  Choir,  to  sing  concerts  of 
the  Magnificats  by  Vivaldi  and  by 
Pergolesi  with  the  Manhattan  Phil¬ 
harmonic  Orchestra. 

The  trip  is  planned  for  Nov.  18- 
22  and  the  performance  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Nov.  21. 

Choir  members  are  conducting  a 
series  of  events  to  raise  funds  for 
the  trip  to  New  York. 

A  major  fund-raiser  is  scheduled 
for  Sunday  at  6  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary 
where  the  62-voice  choir  will  present 
the  congregation’s  favorite  anthems, 


selected  by  polling  the  members. 

The  choir  also  hopes  to  go  to  Eu¬ 
rope  during  the  summer  of  either 
1995  or  1996  when  they  have  been 
asked  to  sing  at  the  Salzburg  Music 
Festival  in  Austria. 

They  were  also  invited  but  de¬ 
clined  to  participate  in  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Choral  Music  Festival  in 
Philadelphia  in  May. 

Kem  Alexander  is  director  of  mu¬ 
sic  for  the  church  and  the  senior 
minister  is  the  Rev.  John  M.  Lee. 

“It  is  the  dream  of  every  musi¬ 
cian  to  perform  at  Carnegie  Hall,” 
Alexander  said.  “At  first,  we 
thought  this  couldn’t  be  real.  But 
we  were  asked  to  supply  publicity 
information  and  we  are  now  begin¬ 
ning  to  realize  that  it  is  really  going 
to  happen.” 


March  Conference  Calendar 

1  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  Seminar  with  Dr.  Edwin 
Friedman,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

1  Conference  Communications  Committee,  Headquarters 
Building,  Baton  Rouge,  3:30  p.m. 

4  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
(Parlor)  9-1 1  a.m. 

5-6  CCYM  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Monroe 

6  Conference  Center  Round-Up 

8- 10  Spring  Interviews  for  Local  Pastors,  9:30  a.m.  to  noon: 

March  8-Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
March  9-Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 
March  10-First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

9- 1 1  10th  Annual  Consultation  on  Town  and  Country  Ministries, 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 

12  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  First  UMC,  Lafayette,  10 
a.m.  (Tentative) 

13  Training  for  District  Missions  Secretaries,  First  UMC,  Alex¬ 
andria,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

1 1- 13  Conference-wide  Disciple  Training 

12- 14  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 

14  Baton  Rouge  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Cam¬ 
paign  Rally  and  Training,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  3  p.m. 

14  United  Methodist  Foundation  Sunday 
16-17  Rural  Ministers’  Retreat,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
16-18  Cabinet  Meeting 

1 8  North  Shore  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Campaign 
Rally  and  Training,  First  UMC,  Hammond,  7  p.m. 

20  Church  Women  United,  First  Annual  Assembly/Leadership 
Conference 

20  New  Orleans  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Campaign 
Rally  and  Training,  First  UMC,  New  Orleans,  10  a.m. 

21  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

21  Lake  Charles  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Cam¬ 
paign  Rally  and  Training,  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  3  p.m. 

23  Monroe  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Campaign  Ral¬ 
ly  and  Training,  First  UMC,  Monroe,  7  p.m. 

24  Alexandria  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Campaign 
Rally  and  Training,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  7  p.m. 

25-28  Global  Gathering  ‘93,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

26  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Head¬ 
quarters  Building,  10  a.m.-l:30  p.m. 

27  Conference  Board  of  Laity,  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria,  9 
a.m. 

28  Acadiana  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Campaign 
Rally  and  Training,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  4  p.m. 

28  Camping  Sunday 

29  Bishop’s  Reception  for  Legislators,  Capitol  Building 
30-31  Cabinet  Meeting 


I 


Mary  Quinones  Hilda  D.  Sills 


Rev.  Wright-Butler  Gwen  White 


'Take  Time  To  Be  Holy' 

UMW  Conference  Retreat 
Leaders,  Program  Listed 


Opportunities  lor  small  group 
discussions,  personal  reflection  and 
solitude,  fellowship  and  worship 
will  be  provided  at  the  Bi-Annual 
United  Methodist  Women  Confer¬ 
ence  Retreat. 

Gwen  White,  well-known  Nation¬ 
al  Assembly  Focus  Group  Leader, 
will  be  leader  for  the  event  March 
12  through  14  at  Tall  Timbers  near 
Woodworth,  LA. 

“Take  Time  to  Be  Holy/Holiness 
for  Our  Time,"  is  to  be  the  theme. 

White  and  her  husband,  Bishop  C. 
Dale  White  have  recently  relocated 
from  White  Plains,  NY.,  to  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center  in  Nashville.  They 
have  traveled  extensively  in  Paki¬ 
stan,  India,  Bangladesh,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  China,  Africa  and  the  Middle 
East  studying  world  hunger  and 
Peace  With  Justice  issues. 

Holy  Communion  is  to  be  a  part 
of  the  retreat.  The  Rev.  Helena 
Wright-Butler,  pastor  of  Trinity 
UMC  in  Bunkie,  is  to  be  the  cele¬ 


brant. 

Mary  Quinones,  a  member  of  St. 
Matthew’s  UMC,  Metairie,  is  re¬ 
treat  chair  and  serving  with  her  as 
assistant  is  Hilda  Sills,  a  member  of 
Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

Music  leader  will  be  Doris 
Brown,  assistant  director  of  Young 
Adult  “Voices  of  Joy”  Choir  at 
Neely  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Co-lead¬ 
er  of  music  will  be  Judy  Gross,  solo¬ 
ist,  pianist  and  assistant  director  of 
several  choirs  at  First  UMC,  Pine- 
ville. 

Her  husband,  George,  pianist,  at 
Pineville  will  assist  the  women  in  a 
special  musical  presentation. 

Publicity  is  being  arranged  by 
Fannie  P.  Reddix,  Conference 
UMW  publicity  chair. 

For  registration  forms  contact 
district  officers.  Send  the  registra¬ 
tion  form  and  the  fee  of  $75  to 
Seola  Callahan,  HC-85  Box  130, 
Oakdale,  LA  71463.  Reddix  said  no 
refunds  will  be  made  after  Feb.  26. 


O.  Fred  Loy,  LEFT,  and  Luther  Jordan  are  laity  cochairpersons  of 
the  Conference  Center  campaign.  Theme  for  the  campaign  is 
“Building  Together:  Centering  Our  Faith." 


Walker  UMC  Exceeds  Mile  of  Pennies 


Walker  UMC  not  only  reached 
their  goal  of  saving  a  Mile  of  Pen¬ 
nies,  but  they  exceeded  that  goal. 

The  money  was  collected  for  the 
support  of  the  Ujerehs,  the  mission¬ 
aries  they  help  support  in  Africa 


with  their  gifts.  Pat  Lee  coordinated 
the  project  and  the  Senior  Highs, 
followed  closely  by  the  Junior  Highs 
came  out  ahead  in  class  competi¬ 
tion  to  raise  the  most  money  for 
missions. 


.  O.  Richard  Bowyer,  RIGHT,  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.  and  the 
Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  are  interviewed  about  ways  to  be  a  Serving  Con¬ 
gregation.  They  participated  in  the  Vision  2000,  "Forward  in  Faith," 
training  session  held  last  month  in  Baton  Rouge  and  in  Ruston.  Tom 
W.  Jackson  captures  their  comments  on  video. 


Notice  to  Clergy  Planning  to  Retire 

Any  clergy  person  requesting  the  Paragraph  452,  Retirement,  states 
retired  relationship  at  the  1993  An-  in  part:  “Requests  for  retirement 
nual  Conference  in  June  will  need  shall  be  stated  in  writing  to  the 
to  make  a  request  to  the  appropri-  bishop.  Cabinet  and  Board  of  Or¬ 
ate  officers  by  March  1,  1993.  dained  Ministry  at  least  90  days  pri- 

The  1992  Book  of  Discipline  of  or  to  the  conference  session  at 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  which  retirement  is  to  be  effective.” 


BUILDING  TOGETHER 

Centering  Our  Faith 

WHAT? 

■  An  opportunity  to  visit  the  site  of  our  United  Methodist  Conference 
Center;  walk  or  drive  the  grounds  to  picture  the  dream. 

■  An  old-fashioned  Round-Up  and  Chicken  Bar-B-Que  dinner  to  kick¬ 
off  our  Center  Campaign  —  food,  fun,  music  and  fellowship. 


WHEN? 

Saturday,  March  6,  1993 

■  Site  tours :  1 0  a.m.- 1  p.m.  and  3:30  p.m.  ’til  dark 

■  Bar-B-Que  Dinner,  Rapides  Coliseum:  Begins  at  1 1:30  a.m. 

■  Entertainment  begins  at  1  p.m.  at  the  Coliseum. 

■  Round-up  program,  entertainment  and  information,  2-3:15  p.m.  at 
the  Coliseum. 


WHERE? 

■  Tours  at  the  center  site  near  Woodworth,  (see  map)  Directions:  Exit 
73  off  1-49  (Woodworth  Exit).  Turn  West  and  then  turn  right  immedi¬ 
ately  onto  Coulee  Crossing  Road.  Watch  for  Center  Sign.  Continue 
past  RR  tracks  two  miles,  signs  leading  to  site. 

■  Round-Up  and  Bar-B-Que  at  Rapides  Coliseum,  Alexandria,  5600 
Highway  28  West 


DRESS? 

Casual:  Blue  jeans  and  boots  or  other  clothing  in  keeping  with  the 
theme,  comfortable  walking  shoes. 


WHO? 

Y’All  Come!  Everyone  is  invited! 

Rain  or  shine  (The  site  will  be  muddy  in  the  case  of  rain,  but  you  can 
come  anyway).  The  Coliseum  will  be  dry  in  either  case. 


Mount  Zion,  Calhoun,  Moves  Ahead 


Things  are  moving  along  at 
Mount  Zion  UMC  in  Calhoun 
where  the  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie  is 
pastor.  Fifteen  middle  school  and 
high  school  students  attended  the 
first  youth  meeting  at  the  church  on 
Jan.  31.  Seven  adult  workers  were 
also  present  to  help  the  youths  plan 
and  coordinate  forthcoming  events 
and  activities. 

Seven  memorial  stained  glass 


windows  have  been  purchased  for 
the  Calhoun  church  and  hundreds 
of  other  memorial  gifts  have  been 
made  to  the  church. 

Pete  and  Nezzie  Baker’s  donation 
made  possible  custom  padding  for 
pews  and  Williams  Manufacturing 
Co.  of  West  Monroe  donated  uphol¬ 
stered  pews  for  use  by  the  (future) 
choir  and  for  organist,  W.  B.  Hum¬ 
ble. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial 

Our  faithful  wrestling 
with  death  uncovers  life 

TO:  John  A.  Lovelace,  UMR  Editor 
FROM:  Stephen  Swecker,  Editor-at-large 
SUBJECT:  This  week’s  editorial 

You’ll  recall  what  happened  when  we  six  on  staff  discussed  the  proposed  topic  for  this 
week's  editorial.  A  meeting  that  usually  lasts  one  hour  at  most  went  on  for  more  than 
two  with  remarkable  depth  and  richness! 

I  think  we  hit  editorial  pay  dirt  (but  in  a  way  we  didn’t  expect!)  with  the  newspeg, 
namely,  the  Dutch  parliament’s  recent  approval  of  euthanasia  under  controlled 
circumstances. 

We  thought  our  editorial  might  identify  key  issues  in  the  ongoing  debate  that  the 
Dutch  action  is  sure  to  revive.  For  example,  what  moral  authorities  in  addition  to  the 
Bible  throw  light  on  such  matters? 

The  parliament’s  first-of-its-kind  action  certainly  raises  the  debate  about  euthanasia  to 
a  new  level.  The  Dutch  are  the  first  to  permit  doctors  to  assist  in  a  suicide  or  to  kill  a 
terminally  ill  patient. 

Some  will  welcome  the  law  for  removing  from  the  legal  shadows  a  seldom- 
acknowledged  practice.  Doctors  frequently  give  tacit  approval  and,  at  times,  actively 
assist  incurable,  pain-wracked  patients  to  die  “with  dignity.”  Won’t  Dr.  Jack 
Kevorkian’s  supporters  cheer! 

At  the  same  time,  the  Dutch  law  is  a  slap  in  the  face  to  those  Christians  and  others 
who,  on  moral  and  spiritual  grounds,  oppose  not  only  “mercy  killing”  but  any  legalized 
life-taking.  Supporters  of  a  so-called  “seamless  garment”  approach  would  ban  such  acts 
as  abortion,  capital  punishment,  suicide,  and,  presumably,  acts  of  war  and  self-defense 
based  on  the  commandment,  “You  shall  not  kill”  (NRSV). 

As  we  talked  about  it  we  told  stories,  shared  fears  and  doubts,  asked  questions  (“Is  a 
human  life  ever  useless?”  “Is  life  inherently  valuable?”  “Do  our  clergy  believe  in  life 
after  death?”).  More  importantly,  we  revealed  our  hearts  and  minds  as  we  grappled  with 
the  issue.  The  topic  was  death,  but  we  tapped  into  soul-searching  insights  about  life. 

So  here’s  my  notion:  Let’s  commend  the  topic  raised  by  the  Dutch  parliament  s 
euthanasia  law  as  one  that  we  and  our  readers  should  dig  into  from  a  Christian 
perspective.  Church  folk  should  be  informed  about  and  willing  to  influence  such  matters 
of  public  policy. 

But  let’s  suggest  that  the  best  reason  for  discussing  such  issues  is  to  enrich  our 
relationships  and  sense  of  community  as  people  of  faith.  Struggling  with  why  we  choose 
to  live  or  die  almost  inevitably  reminds  us  of  our  spiritual  bonds  and  our  dependence  on^ 
God  and  each  other. 

Say  the  word.  Big  Guy,  and  that’s  how  we’ll  go  at  it  this  week. 

To:  Swecker 
From:  Lovelace 

Sounds  fine  to  me.  I’ll  be  interested  to  see  if  you  can 
come  up  with  a  fresh  approach. 

You’re  right.  This  is  a  major  topic.  I  hope  someday  we 
can  follow  up  on  this  editorial  with  one  proposing  specific 
language  for  our  church’s  Book  of  Discipline.  This  is  a  good 
chance  for  us  to  show  some  real  leadership. 


Pastor's  noble  idea  is  past  its  time 


The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  in  his  letter  re¬ 
garding  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  putting  up  a 
"white  picket  fence”  in  referring  to  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  authorizing  the  forcible  re¬ 
turn  of  refugees  to  Haiti,  fails  to  consider 
several  facts  (see  UMR,  Jan.  29). 

When  the  Statue  of  Liberty  was  present¬ 
ed  to  the  United  States  on  July  4,  1884, 
with  the  bronze  plaque  stating  “Give  me 
your  tired,  your  poor, . . there  were  only 
38  states  in  the  Union.  There  were  unde¬ 
veloped  areas  (several  hundred  thousand 
square  miles).  The  total  U.S.  population  in 
1880  was  only  50,155,783.  We  had  ade¬ 
quate  space  to  assimilate  new  immigrants 
in  large  quantities. 

Today,  that  is  no  longer  true.  No  matter 
how  noble  the  idea  to  allow  uncontrolled 
immigration  to  the  U.S.  might  be,  the  time 
has  come  when,  due  to  many  factors,  tight 
restrictions  should  and  must  be  imple¬ 
mented  to  regulate  immigration. 

As  such,  I  applaud  the  foreign-policy  ac¬ 
tion  taken  by  former  President  Bush  and  I 
heartily  endorse  and  congratulate  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  for  its  continuation. 

A.  W.  Mohle,  Jr. 

Houston,  Texas 

I'm  outraged  by  Bosnian  war 

I  am  outraged  and  incensed  as  I  follow 
the  accounts  of  terror  continuing  in  Bosnia. 
But  more  than  anger  I  realize  that  some¬ 
thing  deep  within  me  wells  up  with  fear. 

The  words  “ethnic  cleansing”  strike 
terror  in  my  heart.  I  am  really  scared  as  I 
see  an  old  evil  raise  its  head,  breathing 
the  fire  of  malice  and  vengeance.  I  am 
moved  with  grief  and  shame  as  men  ter¬ 
rorise  women  and  children  with  brutal 
acts  of  rape,  violence  and  murder. 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  disciple  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  face  of  this  injustice 
and  terror? 

As  I  dwell  on  this  I  find  myself  desper¬ 
ately  in  need  of  God’s  grace  to  move  me 
out  of  my  silence,  my  denial,  my  fear- 
filled  paralysis  and  my  shock. 

I  ask  for  help,  to  hear  with  compassion 
and  caring  the  agony  of  those  brutalized  by 
the  atrocities  of  war  in  Bosnia,  so  that  to¬ 
gether  we  may  seek  with  one  another  cre¬ 
ative,  sensitive  and  just  ways  of  reaching 
out  to  those  in  such  atrocious  suffering. 

Solomon  S.  Jadhav 
Henry,  Illinois 

Leading  of  the  Spirit 

In  response  to  Robert  A.  Mulligan’s 
comment  in  his  “He’s  on  target”  letter  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  29),  I  would  suggest  that  John 
Wesley’s  decision  to  begin  field  preaching 
was  itself  a  change  in  “marketing  tech- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


nique.”  That  change  was  undoubtedly 
prompted  by  the  Spirit  and  led  to  a  spiritu¬ 
al  resurrection  within  England. 

Sometimes  obedience  to  the  leading  of 
the  Spirit  can  lead  to  a  new  marketing 
technique  as  well  as  to  new  life  in  Christ! 

Edward  J.  Britt 

Franklin,  Tennessee 

He  betrays  us 

Billy  Graham's  treks  to  the  Iron  Cur¬ 
tain  countries  during  the  Cold  War  were 
a  betrayal  of  the  persecuted  Christians 
suffering  under  communist  rule. 

Mr.  Graham’s  participation  in  the  re¬ 
cent  presidential  inauguration  can’t  be 
called  anything  but  a  betrayal  of  those 
who  at  the  present  time  are  seeking  to 
protect  the  life  of  the  unborn. 

Mel  Perry 

Madison,  Tennessee 

Why  are  we  so  eager? 

Recent  news  stories  have  mentioned 
the  concern  over  “restrictive  homosexual 
rights”  in  Colorado  and  suggested  that 
official  United  Methodist  Boards  and 
Agencies  change  their  meetings  from 


Colorado  to  a  more  “homosexual  friend¬ 
ly”  area  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15  and  22,  Feb. 
5  and  12). 

If  “homosexual  practice  is  incompati¬ 
ble  with  Christian  teaching”  as  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  states, 
why  are  we  so  eager  to  support  something 
which  is  against  Scripture? 

Rather  than  supporting  homosexual 
activists  in  Colorado  and  other  states  we 
should  be  commending  those  in  Colora¬ 
do  who  stood  for  biblical  morality  and 
succeeded  in  passing  Amendment  2. 

A1  Hilding 
Herscher,  Ill. 

They're  mean-spirited 

Those  who  are  determined  to  with¬ 
draw  the  1996  General  Conference  from 
Denver,  Colorado,  to  which  the  Church 
is  committed,  are  both  mean-spirited  and 
arrogant  (see  UMR,  Jan.  22). 

The  church  has  a  calling  to  “be  in  the 
world”  but  “not  of  the  world.”  The 
church  is  called  to  minister  to  people  no 
matter  what  you  think  of  them. 

John  C.  Appel 
Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas 
7S266-027S. 


Dumping  Kmart  stock  isn't 
Christian  answer  to  porno 


My  wife  works  the  service  desk  at 
the  local  Kmart  down  the  street. 
Kmart  serves  all  economic  classes  in 
our  society,  but  the  majority  of  them 
are  the  middle  class  and  poor. 

My  wife  often  gives  reftinds  to  people 
who  have  returned  gifts,  not  because  the 
item  didn’t  fit  or  they  couldn’t  use  it, 
but  because  they  needed  the  money  to 
eat.  Kmart  has  a  very  friendly  policy  to¬ 
ward  the  poor  in  this  regard. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  must  be 
dedicated  to  protecting  the  poor  and  de¬ 
prived.  Simply  dumping  the  stock  [held 
by  the  General  Board  of  Pensions]  and 
walking  away  is  not  the  answer. 

What  should  we  do?  Write  Kmart 
Corporation,  3 1 00  W.  Big  Beaver  Road, 
Troy  Mich.,  48084. 

Tell  them  how  much  you  appreciate 
the  way  they  serve  the  poor  and  de¬ 


prived  in  their  communities.  Congrat¬ 
ulate  them  on  their  policy  to  give 
senior  citizen  discounts  and  their  sup¬ 
port  for  local  charities.  Then  tell  them 
how  it  breaks  you  heart  that  their  fine 
organization  finds  it  necessary  to  sell 
pornography,  which  does  so  much 
harm  to  our  society,  when  at  the  same 
time  they  are  doing  so  much  good! 

Then  after  you  mail  that  letter,  walk 
into  your  loci  Waldenbook  store  and 
ask  to  talk  to  the  manager  and  tell 
them  in  person  how  you  feel. 

It’s  time  we  stopped  treating  Chris¬ 
tianity  like  a  business  and  started  acting 
like  it’s  a  mission  field  again.  You  have 
to  love  people  into  the  kingdom,  not 
kick  them  in  the  head  when  they  don’t 
respond  the  way  you  want  them  to. 

Kent  L.  Svendsen 
Carpentersville,  Illinois 


Is  there  a  lesson  for  the  UMC 
in  the  story  of  Schwinn  bicycles? 


By  THOMAS  F.  SLACK 

For  97  years,  the  Schwinn  Bicycle 
Company  has  been  a  family  busi¬ 
ness.  It  made  its  name  with  quality, 
and  its  products  were  the  stuff  of 
dreams  in  my  growing-up  days. 

Despite  my  dreams,  I  never 
owned  a  Schwinn  until  I  treated 
myself  to  one  on  my  28th  birth¬ 
day.  Since  then,  I  haven’t  owned 
or  ridden  another  kind  of  bike. 

A  10-speed  Schwinn  Suburban 
was  my  transportation  when  my 
wife  was  using  our  one  car. 
Equipped  with  child  seat,  it  car¬ 
ried.  me  and  one  kid  or  the  other 
for  hundreds  of  miles,  on  pastoral 
calls,  trips  to  stores  and  post  of¬ 
fices,  and  sightseeing  expeditions. 

My  Schwinn  Air-Dyne  exercise 
machine  lives  in  its  second  base¬ 
ment.  Its  “odometer”  reads  close 
to  20,000  miles.  Like  much 
preaching,  it  requires  great  effort, 
moves  huge  amounts  of  air,  and 
sometimes  leaves  you  wondering 
if  you  have  moved  forward  at  all 
after  the  experience. 

Schwinn  bicycles  come  with  a 
great  guarantee:  for  the  lifetime  of 
the  original  owner.  That’s  the  con¬ 
fidence  the  company  has,  and  I 
have,  in  its  products. 

My  new  year  began  with  a  three- 
inch  article  on  the  newspaper’s 
business  page.  It  announced  that 


Here  I  Stand 
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the  Schwinn  Bicycle  Company, 
which  filed  for  bankruptcy  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  had  agreed  to  be  bought 
out,  probably  ending  family  con¬ 
trol  of  the  corporation. 

I  read  the  notice  just  before  pedal¬ 
ing  the  19,624th  mile  on  my  exer¬ 
cise,  which  still  works  wonderfully. 
What  happened  to  a  company  that 
made  such  great  stuff  that  one  ouf 
of  four  bicycles  sold  in  the  U.S. 
during  the  1950s  was  a  Schwinn? 

An  earlier  article  suggested  that 
Schwinn  was  slow  to  respond  to 
market  changes.  When  other  manu¬ 
facturers  made  millions  of  “moun¬ 
tain  bikes,”  Schwinn  continued  to 
turn  out  its  traditional  models,  for 
which  demand  plummeted. 

When  other  manufacturers  sold 
bikes  in  boxes  in  discount  stores, 
Schwinn  continued  to  sell  only 
through  dealers  where  factory- 


trained  technicians  assembled  and 
tested  each  bicycle  and  delivered 
it  adjusted  and  ready  to  ride. 

Lots  of  bike  buyers  didn’t  want 
to  pay  for  the  fine  quality  and  to¬ 
tal  service.  They  bought  less-ex¬ 
pensive  models — perhaps,  as  I  did 
with  one  child’s  bicycle,  later  re¬ 
gretting  the  compromise. 

The  Schwinn  Bicycle  Compa¬ 
ny’s  heyday  coincided  almost  ex¬ 
actly  with  the  numerical  zenth  and 
influential  ascendancy  of  United 
Methodism’s  predecessor  denomi¬ 
nations.  Is  there  a  lesson  here? 

What  do  we  need  to  do  differ¬ 
ently  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  we  are  called  to  serve  today? 

We  still  offer  the  highest  quality 
of  religious  experience,  and  we  have 
a  guarantee  that  will  last  the  eternal 
life-time  of  the  original  recipient. 

But  our  overall  market  share  is 
falling  precipitously.  Can  we  make 
our  faith  more  winsome,  our  ser¬ 
vice  more  effective,  and  our  disci- 
pling  more  thorough  without 
losing  our  distinctive  heritage? 

1  wonder  that  whenever  I  ride  a 
Schwinn. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  express  their  opinions 
about  issues  facing  the  church.  Send  articles 
(two  typed,  double-spaced  pages  maximum 
length )  to:  "Here  1  Stand.  "  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Iniki  taught  me  about  spiritual  power 
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By  ARTHUR  W.  LOO 

“Thank  God,  we  have  electric¬ 
ity.”  Those  were  the  first  words 
spoken  by  my  wife  when  our  home 
again  received  electrical  power  two 
weeks  after  Hurricane  Iniki  tore 
through  Kauai. 

Most  of  us,  having  grown  up  with 
the  availability  of  electricity  taken  for 
granted,  the  sudden  loss  of  it  was  ad¬ 
versely  felt.  Suddenly  you  couldn’t 
flip  the  wall  switch  and  turn  on  the 
room  light;  and  hot  meals — a  fanta¬ 
sy.  It  was  a  helpless  feeling. 

Then,  as  in  our  household  16  long 
days  later,  we  were  re-connected  to 
the  main  power  line.  What  a  delight. 
We  felt  alive  again!  True,  the  storm- 
wrecked  cable  TV  system  is  still  out, 
but  other  than  that,  we  had  energy 
that  could  be  used  for  every  other 
purpose  that  we  chose  to  use  it  for. 

Ever  notice  that  some  people  al¬ 
ways  seem  to  be  working  at  peak 
power,  and  work  happily  and  almost 
endlessly,  yet  never  seem  to  tire? 
Most  of  these  people  are  “fired  up” 
with  a  sense  of  urgency.  They  have  a 
goal  they  are  striving  for.  They  are 
generally  driven  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

When  we  are  suddenly  deprived 
of  electrical  or  mechanical  power, 
we  miss  the  conveniences  they  sup¬ 
ply.  When  we  are  unaware  or 
stripped  of  the  inexhaustible  and 
complimentary  power  supplied  by 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

‘‘Give  thanks  in  all  circum¬ 
stances;  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  for  you.”  (NRSV) 


our  God,  we  become  ineffectual. 

United  Methodist  churches  and 
others  in  Hawaii  District  and  away 
have  galvanized  into  action  with 
prayers,  money-raising  drives,  gifts 
of  materials,  and  even  sending 
skilled  volunteers  to  help  Kauai  get 
back  on  its  feet. 

We  thank  you  for  your  support, 
foresight  and  generosity.  You’e  sup¬ 
plying  us  with  the  “electricity”  we 
need. 

“He  (the  Lord)  gives  power  to  the 
faint,  and  to  him  that  has  no  might 
he  increases  strength. 

“Even  youths  shall  faint  and  be 
weary,  and  young  men  shall  fall  ex¬ 
hausted; 

“But  they  who  wait  for  the  Lord 
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shall  renew  their  strength, 

“They  shall  mount  up  with  wings 
like  eagles, 

“They  shall  run  and  not  be  weary, 
they  shall  walk  and  not  faint.”  (Isa¬ 
iah  40:29-31). 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Hebrews  12:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  28 

Monday:  Psalms  32:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  32:6-1 1 
Wednesday:  Genesis  2: 1 5-1 7 
Thursday:  Genesis  3:1-7 
Friday:  Romans  5:12-13 
Saturday:  Romans  5:14-19 
Sunday:  Matthew  4: 1-1 1 


Find  out  how.. 


mm 

Watch  Recovery  Line  with  a  friend  this  week! 

Mondays,  midnight  to  1  a.m.  (ET)  on  the  VISN  Cable  Network. 
To  find  out  how  you  can  get  VISN  in  your  area, 

CALL  Beverly  Judge  collect  at  1-212-602-9622  today. 

Recovery  Line  is  produced  by  United  Methodisl  Communications. 
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A  CHALLENGE  FOR  CLINTON: 

Eight  church  communications  directors,  led  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Martin  Bailey  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  recently 
wrote  President  Bill  Clinton  asking  him  to  con¬ 
sider  their  concerns  about  telecomunications  is¬ 
sues.  Statement  signers,  including  Roger  L. 
Burgess,  general  secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  offered  to  work  with  the  new 
administration  to  effect  policy  changes  in  this 
area.  The  letter  expresses  dissatisfaction  with 
federal  deregulation  of  broadcast  media  since  it 
"has  undermined  the  public’s  interest  in  an  in¬ 
formative  media  that  is  responsive  to  local  is¬ 
sues  of  social  concern.” 

SNEAKER  NAME  CHANGED:  After  a 

protest  by  United  Methodists  and  other  groups 
in  the  Boston  area,  Converse  Shoe  Co.  has 
changed  the  name  of  its  new  sneaker.  On  Feb. 
12,  Converse  President  Gib  Ford  announced 
that  the  “Run  ’N’  Gun”  shoe  had  been  changed 
to  “Run  ’N’  Slam.”  Some  people  felt  that  the 
original  name  painted  an  inappropriate  image 
for  youths  caught  up  in  a  violence-plagued  soci¬ 
ety.  United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete 
(Boston  Area)  had  issued  a  statement  earlier 
this  month  outlining  his  concern  about  the 
name.  The  Rev.  Wesley  Williams,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  United  Methodist  Urban  Services  in 
Boston,  had  begun  forming  an  ecumenical  coali¬ 
tion  to  make  a  formal  protest  to  Converse.  The 
company’s  headquarters  are  near  Boston. 

ANTI-GAMBLING  COALITION: 

United  Methodists  in  Illinois  are  gearing  up  for 
round  three  in  the  fight  against 
gambling  casinos  in  their  state. 

In  a  recent  edition  of  the  “North¬ 
ern  Illinois  Conference  Report¬ 
er,”  Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker, 

(Chicago  Area)  said  statewide 
United  Methodists  will  form  a 
coalition  to  share  in  developing 
economic  alternatives  other  than 
gambling.  That  group  will  be  led  Bishop  DeWitt 
by  former  Chicago  Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt.  “We 
can  say  that  gambling  is  not  good  economic  de¬ 
velopment,”  said  the  Rev.  A1  Patten,  of  Baker 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  St. 
Charles,  Ill.,  and  chairman  of  the  Anti-Casino 
Task  Force,  “but  we  have  to  have  something  to 
offer  in  its  place. 

TIGHTER  SECURITY  PLANNED: 

Following  a  Feb.  12  shooting  that  killed  two  Be- 
thune-Cookman  College  students  and  another 
young  man,  the  Rev.  Oswald  P.  Bronson  Sr., 
president  of  the  United  Methodist-related 
school,  called  for  tighter  campus  security.  Con¬ 
trary  to  some  press  accounts,  the  incident  did 
not  take  place  on  campus  and  the  gunmen  were 
not  connected  with  the  school,  the  president 
said.  Bethune-Cookman,  near  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.,  is  one  of  1 1  historically  black  colleges  re-' 
lated  to  The  1  Inited  Method's!  Church. 


When  clergy  marriages  fail,  then  what? 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

We’ll  call  her  Carolyn,  but  her 
name  may  be  “legion.” 

Carolyn  spent  most  of  her 
adult  life  as  the  wife  of  a  United 
Methodist  pastor.  A  gifted  pia¬ 
nist,  she  assisted  her  husband’s 
march  up  the  ladder  of  ministeri¬ 
al  success. 

Then,  as  she  was  approaching 
age  50  and  their  first  grandchild 
was  on  the  way,  he  decided  their 
marriage  “just  wasn’t  working.” 
He  wanted  out. 

Married  younger  woman 

Shortly  after  the  divorce,  he 
married  a  much  younger  woman. 

The  young  wife  moved  into  the 
parsonage  of  the  tall  steeple 
church.  Carolyn  moved  into  a 
small  apartment  and  into  the  job 
market. 

How  does  the  church  respond 
when  a  clergy  marriage  ends? 

Where  is  the  “safety  net”  to 
help  the  person  who,  many  times 
through  no  fault  of  his  or  her 
own,  is  no  longer  a  part  of  the 
system? 

The  answer  is  that  often  there 
is  very  little  support  for  a  former 
clergy  spouse,  either  emotionally 
or  financially.  And  little  legal  re¬ 
course. 

Former  clergy  spouses,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  have  no  automatic  right  to 
the  pastor's  pension  fund,  says 
Carl  Mowery,  a  legal  expert  for  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions.  Those  rights  are  determined 
by  individual  court  settlements. 

If,  as  in  Carolyn’s  case,  the 
couple  has  been  living  in  fur¬ 
nished  parsonages,  there  is  often 
little  real  property  to  divide. 

Programs  offered 

More  and  more  of  the  church’s 
annual  (regional)  conferences  are 
beginning  to  grapple  with  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  clergy  marriages. 
Some  have  more  advanced  pro¬ 
grams  than  others  (see  related  ar¬ 
ticle  below). 

Clergy  spouses  in  the  church’s 
Oregon-Idaho  Conference,  for 
example,  have  been  working  on 
this  problem  for  more  than  a  de¬ 
cade.  They  raise  emergency 
funds  for  clergy  spouses  in  times 
of  personal  upheaval  including 
the  breakup  of  a  marriage. 

Hazel  S.  Balcomb,  a  retired 
school  teacher  in  Portland,  Ore., 
and  wife  of  the  Rev.  Raymond  E. 
Balcomb,  reports  that  about 


The  congregation 
gave  the  pastor — who 
was  being  removed — a 
large  reception  and 
took  up  a  collection  of 
thousands  of  dollars 
for  him.  He  gave  his 
wife  pennies. 


three  years  ago,  the  conference 
Clergymates  organization  estab¬ 
lished  a  permanent  endowment 
fund  with  a  grant  of  $10,000 
from  the  Collins  Foundation. 

Additional  funds  totaling  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  dollars  annually 
are  raised  through  solicitation 
campaigns. 

Mrs.  Balcomb  is  a  former 
chairperson  of  the  emergency 
fund  committee. 

Committee  grants  up  to  $  1 .000 
may  be  used  for  counseling,  child 
care  and  first  or  last  rent,  she 
told  the  Reporter. 

'It  takes  time' 

"Many  wives  going  through  a  di¬ 
vorce  had  not  been  employed  out¬ 
side  the  home,”  she  said.  “It  takes 
time  for  them  to  get  established. 

“Of  course,  not  all  need  finan¬ 
cial  help,  but  some  are  in  sad 
trouble,”  she  continued. 

She  gave  the  example  of  a  wife 
with  three  children  whose  pastor 
husband  had  sexually  molested  a 
16-year-old  girl.  The  marriage 
fell  apart. 

“What  happens  so  often,”  Mrs. 
Balcomb  said,  “is  that  the  congre¬ 
gation  supports  the  pastor  because 
they  don’t  know  the  whole  story.” 

In  this  case,  the  congregation 
gave  the  pastor — who  was  being 
removed — a  large  reception  and 
took  up  a  collection  of  thousands 
of  dollars  for  him. 

“He  gave  his  wife  pennies.  She 
was  virtually  destitute,’.’  Mrs. 
Balcomb  said. 

Through  the  emergency  fund, 
Clergymates  was  able  to  help  her 
get  on  her  feet. 

“We  really  feel  good  about 
what  we  have  been  able  to  do,” 
said  Mrs.  Balcomb. 

“The  women  don’t  usually 
fight  for  themselves,”  she  contin¬ 
ued.  “They  are  too  shattered.” 


Most  UMC  regional  bodies 
have  some  support  structure 


Most  annual  conferences  have 
some  type  of  support  structure 
for  clergy  couples  experiencing 
separation  or  divorce,  says  the 
Rev.  Robert  Kohler  of  the 
church’s  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 

Counseling  services  are  avail¬ 
able  in  55  annual  conferences,  he 
said.  Limited  transitional  funds 
are  available  in  44  conferences 
(for  example,  see  story  at  left). 

Thirty  conferences  have  com¬ 
mittees  which  interview  every 
clergy  couple  either  separating  or 
divorcing.  It  can  be  almost  a  full¬ 
time  job  for  committee  mem¬ 
bers,  he  said,  who  find  the  work 
very  painful. 

“However,  there’s  not  been  a 
lot  of  thought  given  to  the  former 
■spouse  of  the  clergy  person  who 
often  has  the  greatest  need  and 
the  least  support,”  he  said.  “It  is 
a  very  serious  problem. 

“While  they  are  in  a  clergy 
family  you  have  a  tremendous 
support  structure.  When  they 
step  out,  the  isolation  they  suffer 
is  devastating. 

“The  reality  is  that  not  much 
can  be  done  once  they  leave  the 


parsonage  system. 

“As  a  consequence  of  the  di¬ 
vorce,  they  feel  they  have  lost 
their  identity,  their  support 
structure  and  their  place  in  the 
local  church.  They  feel  shunned 
and  shamed. 

“It  is  well  documented,”  Mr. 
Kohler  continued,  “that  former 
clergy  spouses  often  have  a  great 


“Clergymates”  in  the  church's 
Oregon-Idaho  Conference  has 
produced  a  handbook  titled  “Fo¬ 
cus."  which  provides  answers  to 
difficult  questions  that  arise  at 
the  time  of  divorce. 

The  handbook,  first  published 
in  1 98  1 ,  addresses  questions 
about  pensions,  Social  Security, 
life  insurance,  medical  insurance 
and  consumer  credit  after  the 
dissolution  of  a  clergy  marriage. 

The  answers  are  not  heartening 
for  the  former  clergy  spouse.  For 
example,  in  the  Oregon-Idaho 


deal  of  difficulty  finding  them¬ 
selves  and  their  place  in  the 
world.” 

The  annual  conference  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  remind  the  clergyperson 
of  his  or  her  continued  responsi¬ 
bility  to  support  the  children  and 
the  former  spouse,  he  said,  but 
the  results  are  uneven. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


annual  conference,  medical  in¬ 
surance  is  dropped  after  two 
months. 

Divorce  is  just  one  issue  that 
“Focus"  addresses.  Some  others 
are  moving,  retirement  and 
death.  In  addition,  the  book  con¬ 
tains  a  list  of  resources  with  ad¬ 
dresses. 

The  book  was  inspired  by  a 
similar  handbook  produced  in 
the  church’s  Northern  Illinois 
conference. 

—DIANE HUIE  BALAY 


Conference's  handbook 
answers  tough  questions 


Film  watchdog  claims 
codes  help  business 


By  CAREY  KINSOLVING 

Religious  News  Service 

The  head  of  the  Christian  Film 
and  Television  Commission  re¬ 
cently  presented  movie  industry 
leaders  with  1  million  signatures 
calling  for  a  new  family-friendly 
movie  code. 

The  proposed  guidelines  call 
on  movie  producers  to  respect 
human  life,  to  portray  romantic 
relationships  without  nudity,  to 
show  restraint  in  the  portrayal  of 
sexual  aberrations  and  to  elimi¬ 
nate  language  that  incites  bigotry 
and  hatred. 

Slasher  films  and  nude  scenes 
are  definitely  out,  according  to 
the  code. 

Says  it's  good  economics 

Ted  Baehr,  head  of  the  Atlan¬ 
ta-based  Christian  group,  insists 
that  the  code  is  more  than  just 
good  morality. 

It  translates  into  good  econom¬ 
ics,  he  says.  He  added  that  films 
his  group  endorses  were  among 
the  highest  grossing  movies  in 
1992. 

Mr.  Baehr,  in  a  ceremony  in 
Los  Angeles  honoring  the  best 
family  films  of  the  year,  said  the 
signatures,  collected  by  several 
Christian  organizations,  advo¬ 
cate  a  movie  code  similar  to  one 
used  during  Hollywood’s  Golden 
Age  (1933-66). 

Fortified  with  law  and  theol¬ 
ogy  degrees,  Mr.  Baehr  says  he 
draws  his  inspiration  from  bibli¬ 
cal  values.  But  he  doesn’t  ap¬ 
proach  studio  heads  like  Moses 
coming  down  from  Mount  Sinai 
with  the  Ten  Commandments. 

He  talks  money,  trying  to  get 
movie  producers  and  distributors 
to  make  the  connection  between 


Hollywood’s  golden  era  and  its 
adherence  to  the  Motion  Picture 
Code,  which  interdenomination¬ 
al  church  offices  in  Hollywood 
helped  enforce. 

Attendance  dropped 

In  1 969,  after  much  of  Holly¬ 
wood  abandoned  the  code,  box 
office  sales  went  down  from  44 
million  weekly  attendance  to  17 
million,  Mr.  Baehr  said. 

“Basically,  they  killed  the  fam¬ 
ily  audience.  It’s  better  to  sell 
four  tickets  to  a  family  than  one 
ticket  to  a  teen-ager,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Baehr  reviews  films  in  a 
biweekly  periodical  that  he  pub¬ 
lishes — “Movieguide:  A  Biblical 
Guide  to  Movies  and  Entertain¬ 
ment.” 

Of  the  top  25  highest  grossing 
box  office  hits  in  1992,  24  per¬ 
cent  made  “Movieguide’s”  top 
choices  list. 

“Time”  magazine’s  reviewers 
picked  only  16  percent  of  these 
films  to  be  hits,  said  Mr.  Baehr. 

Others’  predictions  were  even 
worse:  “The  Los  Angeles  Times” 
picked  8  percent,  and  Roger 
Ebert  of  the  “Chicago  Sun- 
Times”  picked  4  percent. 

“What  is  surprising  is  that  the 
heads  of  the  motion  picture  stu¬ 
dios  continue  to  be  amazed  when 
movies  with  Christian  themes 
and  wide  audience  appeal,  such 
as  ‘Chariots  of  Fire’  or  ‘A  Man 
Called  Peter,’  consistently  make 
big  money  at  the  box  office,”  Mr. 
Baehr  said. 

“  ‘Ben-Hur’  literally  saved 
MGM  from  bankruptcy  in  1959, 
just  as  ‘The  Ten  Command¬ 
ments’  rescued  struggling  Para¬ 
mount  from  the  brink  in  1956.” 


When  it  comes  to  disaster  planning, 
church  told  to  expect  'not  if  but  when' 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

Don’t  think  how  you  might  re¬ 
spond  “if’  a  disaster  hits  your 
church.  Think  "when.”  Then  plan 
for  it! 

That  message  was  drummed 
home  repeatedly  last  week  to  more 
than  40  editors  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  family  of  annu¬ 
al  conference  (regional)  newspapers. 

Specifically  the  editors  looked  at 
the  key  role  communication  plays 
in  helping  the  church  recover  from 
natural  disasters  like  hurricanes  and 
floods  and  personal  disasters  like 
clergy  misconduct. 

In  a  joint  presentation  with  Den¬ 
ise  Johnson  Stovall  of  the  Reporter 
staff,  Tom  McAnally,  director  of 
the  church’s  official  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  based  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  tied  the  two  major  kinds  of 
disasters  together. 

Crisis:  A  turning  point 

Defining  “crisis”  as  “a  turning 
point  in  the  life  of  an  individual  or 
an  institution,”  Mr.  McAnally  said 
each  conference  communicator 
should  be  on  his  or  her  region’s  di¬ 
saster  response  team. 

From  that  position,  he  said,  the 
communicator  should  help  with  ad¬ 
vance  preparations  including  an¬ 
swering  in  writing  such  questions  as 
“What’s  the  first  thing  to  do  when 
disaster  strikes?” 

He  said  conferences  need  to  de¬ 
cide  who  will  be  their  spokesperson 
with  public  media. 

“You  may  be  it  by  default  or  at 
least  assumed  to  be  that  person,"  he 
cautioned  the  editors. 

“If  so,  are  you  on  the  inside  of 
conference  decisions?  Are  you  trust¬ 
ed  by  conference  leaders  to  main¬ 


tain  confidences?  Would  you  have 
the  authority  and  encouragement  of 
conference  leaders  to  report  the  sto¬ 
ry  forthrightly?” 

Avoid  'no  comment' 

Mr.  McAnally  advised  the  editors 
to  work  with  conference  leaders  to 
avoid  “no  comment”  responses  to 
public  media  inquiries. 

Far  better,  he  said,  to  say,  “We 
are  preparing  a  statement  and  will 
release  it  to  you  by  some  specific 
time.” 

Mr.  McAnally,  whose  office  re¬ 
lates  to  both  church  media  and  pub¬ 
lic  media,  assured  the  editors  that 
when  the  church  is  caught  up  in  any 
disaster,  “you  have  the  support  of 
the  media.” 

“The  media  are  not  out  to  get  the 


“All  of  us  are  wanderers  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  proper  behavior 
from  time  to  time,  and  we  can  be¬ 
come  perpetrators.” 

That  assertion  helped  open  one 
portion  of  last  week’s  training  ses¬ 
sion  for  editors  from  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  family. 

The  topic,  sexual  harassment, 
was  defined  as  including  inappro¬ 
priate  remarks  and  unwelcome 
touching  as  well  as  forcible  abuse. 

The  assertion  came  from  the  Rev. 
Stephanie  Anna  Hixon  of  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

She  was  a  co-leader  of  the  train¬ 
ing  session  with  Connie  Reynolds,  a 
professional  mental  health  worker 
from  Topeka,  Kan.,  who  had  helped 
lead  a  similar  session  for  the 


church,”  he  declared.  “In  fact,  I'm 
amazed  at  their  restraint.” 

Ms.  Stovall,  an  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter,  spoke  specifically 
about  the  church’s  response  to  natu¬ 
ral  disasters. 

Response  is  mandated 

She  reminded  the  editors  that  the 
church’s  Book  of  Discipline  man¬ 
dates  that  each  annual  conference 
appoint  a  disaster  response  coordi¬ 
nator  and  a  disaster  response  com¬ 
mittee.  A  handbook  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  designed  to  help  establish 
and  define  these  positions. 

As  a  check  list  of  preparations  she 
advised: 

■f  Securing  top  management  sup¬ 
port. 


church's  Council  of  Bishops  last 
fall. 

When  clergy  abuse  their  power 
through  sexually  harassing  behav¬ 
ior,  they  said,  the  effects  reach  far 
beyond  the  abuser  and  his  or  her 
victim  into  their  families  and  the 
congregation  at  large. 

One  way  to  help  clergy  resist  the 
temptations  of  such  abuse,  Ms. 
Reynolds  noted,  is  for  laypeople  to 
learn  how  to  help  clergy  maintain 
appropriate  emotional  boundaries. 

Ms.  Reynolds  said  ordained  cler¬ 
gy  are  the  only  group  of  profession¬ 
als  who  counsel  with  people  but 
have  no  code  of  ethics  within  their 
profession.  By  contrast,  she  said,  so¬ 
cial  workers  and  physicians  do. 

“What  standards  of  care,  then, 
should  clergy  be  expected  to  live  up 
to?"  she  asked. 


✓  Staging  of  mock  crisis  drills, 

•f  Preparing  for  post-crisis  com¬ 
munications  and 

•T  Remembering  to  evaluate  the 
outcome  following  a  crisis. 

As  specific  aids  she  mentioned  a 
conference  “fact  sheet”  which 
would  give  public  media  personnel 
such  data  as: 

•Y  A  map  of  the  conference  area, 

•r  The  number  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  the  number  of  churches 
within  the  conference,  and; 

y  Names  and  addresses  of 
church-owned  institutions  in  the 
area. 

Regional  editors  of  the  Reporter, 
of  its  biweekly  sister  publication, 
The  United  Methodist  Review,  and 
of  their  monthly  sister  publication, 
The  United  Methodist  Record,  at¬ 
tend  annual  training  sessions. 


Ms.  Hixon  said  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  leader 
among  denominations  not  only  in 
recommending  policies  regarding 
sexual  behavior  but  also  in  provid¬ 
ing  training  such  as  sessions  last  fall 
for  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  last 
week’s  for  the  editors. 

She  said  her  agency  is  developing 
a  model  in  one  annual  conference 
for  training  members  of  local 
church  staff-parish  relations  com¬ 
mittees  to  deal  with  matters  of  sex¬ 
ual  misconduct. 

The  co-leaders  agreed  that  not  all 
of  the  church’s  response  to  this 
problem  must  come  from  church 
agencies. 

“Use  the  best  facilities  within 
your  communities.”  they  advised. 

—IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Sexual  harassment  dangers  cited 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

LEADERSHIP  SCHOLARS:  Southern 

Methodist  University  has  received  a  multi-mil¬ 
lion  dollar  commitment  from  the  Nancy  Ann 
and  Ray  L.  Hunt  Foundation  to  fund  a  major 
scholarship  program.  The  permanent  commit¬ 
ment  of  $1.25  million  per  year  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  single  financial  commitment  in  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  history.  The  Nancy  Ann  and  Ray  L. 
Hunt  Leadership  Program  will  recognize  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  demonstrated  both  a  high  level 
of  academic  achievement  in  the  classroom,  and 
outstanding  leadership  and  citizenship  charac¬ 
teristics  in  nonacademic  areas  within  their 
schools  and  communities. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  NAMED:  Albert  J. 

Alvarez  has  been  named  vice-president  of  uni¬ 
versity  relations  at  United  Methodist-related 
Alaska  Pacific  University  in  Anchorage.  He  will 
be  responsible  for  all  phases  of  the  university’s 
fundraising,  public  relations  and  communica¬ 
tions  programs. 

NEW  ADMINISTRATOR:  Majorie  Su- 

chocki  has  been  named  interim  vice-president 
for  academic  affairs  and  dean  of  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont  for  one  year,  effective 
July  1,  1993.  She  replaces  Allen  J.  Moore,  who 
will  take  a  sabbatical  in  1993  and  retire  in  1994. 

TO  HEAD  DIVISION:  The  Rev.  John 
E.  Harnish  has  been  elected  to  head  the  division 
of  ordained  ministry  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
Nashville  effective  July  1.  Pastor  of  Court 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  Flint, 
Mich.,  he  has  served  in  a  variety  of  positions  re¬ 
lated  to  ordained  ministry  at  annual  conference, 
jurisdictional  and  international  levels.  This  in¬ 
cluded  the  ministry  legislative  committee  at 
both  the  1988  and  1992  General  Conferences. 
Mr.  Hamish  succeeds  the  Rev.  Donald  H. 
Treese,  who  is  retiring. 


'Gathering'  summons  4,000  United  Methodists 


"/  think  the  Global  Gathering  will  show  local 
United  Methodists  that  this  is  an  exciting  time  to 
be  in  mission." 

— Rena  Yocum,  global  missions  staff 
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The  logo  of  the  Global  Gathering  shows  figures  representing 
men,  women  and  people  with  handicapping  conditions. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Some  4,000  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  around  the  world  will 
converge  on  Indianapolis  March 
25-28  for  the  church’s  second 
Global  Gathering. 

Sponsored  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  meeting  carries  the 
theme  “Called  by  the  Spirit.” 

“As  we  planned  Global  Gath¬ 
ering  '93  we  have  recalled  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  one  in  1987,”  said 
Rena  Yocum,  chief  executive  of 
the  board's  mission  education 
and  cultivation  unit. 

“We  have  learned  that  it  is  im¬ 
portant  for  us  to  have  an  event 
where  we  can  come  together  to 
see  why  we  are  called  to  be  in 
mission  and  to  understand  that 
mission  is  local  as  well  as  global. 

“1  think  the  Global  Gathering 
will  show  local  United  Method¬ 
ists  that  this  is  an  exciting  time 
to  be  in  mission.” 


Worship  for  the  four-day  meet¬ 
ing  follows  a  different  theme 
each  day.  For  example,  a  healing 
service  March  26  will  use  oils 
brought  from  around  the  world. 

The  final  worship  service  will 
include  the  commissioning  of 
new  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries.  Eighteen  candidates  for 
missionary  service  are  expected 
to  be  commissioned  or  recog¬ 
nized  for  having  begun  mission 
service. 

Following  each  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service,  participants  will  at¬ 
tend  some  65  workshops. 
Registrations  for  at  least  three — 
“Biblical  foundations  for  mis¬ 
sions,”  “Singing  the  great  com¬ 
mission”  and  “Energizing  the 


local  church  for  mission” — are 
full,  even  with  two  classes  of 
each. 

The  gathering  will  also  feature: 

/  Displays  on  local  mission 
projects  by  at  least  38  annual 
conferences  in  the  U.S. 

✓  Mission  banners  from  local 
United  Methodist  churches.  An 
award  will  be  given  for  the  ban¬ 
ner  judged  best  by  a  panel. 

/  A  global  village,  with  dis¬ 
plays  from  mission  regions  from 
around  the  world.  These  will  in¬ 
clude  a  replica  of  an  African 
church,  a  Latin  American  weaver 
making  cloth  and  volunteers-in- 
mission  demonstrating  how  to 
build  a  house. 

/  A  technology  center  where 
people  can  test  their  knowledge 
of  missions  with  a  ‘‘mission 
quiz.”  Mission  executives  will 
demonstrate  the  use  of  a  video 
phone  to  communicate  with 
United  Methodist  constituents 
from  around  the  world. 

•f  A  prayer  tent,  with  a  six-foot 
high,  stained-glass  rendition  of 
Jesus  at  prayer.  The  prayer  tent 
will  have  altars  representing  dif¬ 
ferent  regions  of  the  world  so  the 
worshiper  will  be  reminded  of 
people  around  the  globe. 

/  A  simulated  rain  forest  to  re¬ 
mind  United  Methodists  of  our 
relationship  to  the  environment 


as  good  stewards  of  God’s  earth. 

One  area  of  interest  to  local 
United  Methodists  will  be  the 
“listening  post.” 

Elected  directors  of  the  Global 
Ministries  board  will  be  sta¬ 
tioned  in  the  global  village  to  re¬ 
ceive  feedback  on  the  board’s 
programs.  Results  of  these  ses¬ 


sions  will  be  printed  in  the  Glob¬ 
al  Gathering’s  daily  newspaper. 

The  Global  Gathering  will  also 
feature  an  international  gather¬ 
ing  of  youth,  called  “Youth  Go 
Global,”  March  24-25.  Sessions 
will  include  singing,  dancing, 
storytelling  and  worship  for  the 
younger  set. 


There's  still  time  to  sign  up 


If  you  think  you’ve  missed 
the  deadline  for  registration  to 
attend  the  Global  Gathering 
’93,  don’t  panic. 

The  deadline  for  registra¬ 
tion  has  been  extended  to 
March  5. 

Officials  at  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
were  “flooded  with  calls”  last 
week  when  local  church  leaders 


apparently  realized  that  the 
original  deadline  was  Feb.  19. 

Registration  fees  are  $125 
per  person.  There  is  also  a 
one-day  option  for  $50. 

More  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Global  Gathering  ’93 
Service  Center,  7820  Reading 
Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  OH  45222-1800. 

— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Radio  minister:  Use  media  to  spread  Gospel 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Congregations  in  the  late  20th 
Century  are  missing  a  prime  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  spread  the  Gospel  if  they 
don’t  use  every 
communication 
medium  available. 

That’s  Jhe.wgrg. 
from  the  Rev. 

John  L.  Wolfe,  a 
United  Methodist 
minister  who’s 
busy  in  one  of  the 
most  prevalent  of 
those  media  worldwide — radio. 


Mr.  Wolfe  is  president  and  on-air 
host  of  the  22-year-old  independent 
radio  ministry,  “Methodist  Hour 
International.”  The  30-minute  syn¬ 
dicated  weekly  program,  based  in 
Atlanta,  is  broadcast  in  1 12  U.S.  ra¬ 
dio  markets  and  126  countries 
worldwide  via  short-wave. 

“As  communicators,  we  have  to 
use"  the  best  means  there  are  [to 
spread  the  Gospel]  because  our 
competition  is  using  them  [for  other 
messages],”  Mr.  Wolfe  asserted. 

He  described  his  program’s  mix 
of  Christian  music,  interviews, 
Scripture  and  inspirational  mes- 
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Path  to 
Hope- 
filled 
Living 

God  is  always  present  even  in  a 
world  that  sometimes  seems  over¬ 
run  with  despair.  These  three 
books  from  Dimensions  for 
Living  show  you  the  path  to  a 
hope-filled  life,  one  that  frees 
you  from  stress  and  reveals  God’s 
presence  in  wonderful  and 
mysterious  ways. 

Q  Cokesbury 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
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Satisfaction  Quaranteed! 

OA-021 6-3 
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God’s  active  presence. 
#132533  $7.00 


Creative  ways  to  deal  with 
stress.  #197082.  $9.00 


sages  as  "evangelical  in  thrust  but 
pastoral  in  nature.” 

“Our  intention  is  to  provide  a 
witness  to  people  that  events  of 
faith  are  happening  in  the  world,” 
he  said. 

Through  its  syndication  by  LeSea 
Broadcasting  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  a 
short-wave  broadcaster  with  a  mil¬ 
lion-watt  transmitter,  “Methodist 
Hour”  lives  up  to  its  “internation¬ 
al”  description. 

Power  of  short-wave 

Mr.  Wolfe  said  that  short-wave 
broadcasting  gets  the  program  nearly 
as  much  response — measured  by  let¬ 
ters  from  listeners — from  outside  the 
U.S.  as  from  its  domestic  markets. 

“It  was  a  whole  new  world  for  me 
to  realize  the  power  of  short-wave 
radio,  because  that’s  what  most 
people  use  in  countries  outside  the 
U.S.,”  he  said. 

“LeSea  puts  us  on  the  air  at  11:30 
p.m.  (Central  Time),”  Mr.  Wolfe  ex¬ 
plained.  “That  puts  us  into  places 
like  Ghana — from  where  we’ve  had 
requests  for  Bibles — at  around  6  a.m. 

“The  U.S.  Marines  can  hear  us  in 
mid-moming  while  they’re  on  duty 
in  Somalia  [if  they  tune  in].” 

A  self-acknowledged  “buttons 
and  gadgets  person,  but  not  a 
broadcaster,”  Mr.  Wolfe  began  to 
explore  the  uses  of  contemporary 
media  for  evangelism  while  he  was 
associate  pastor  at  Roswell  (Ga.) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“My  real  passion  is  church 
growth  and  evangelism,”  Mr.  Wolfe 
told  the  Reporter.  “The  videotapes 
were  a  means  for  people  to  have  a 


visit  from  someone  at  the  church. 

“I  knew  we  were  on  the  right 
track  when  one  woman  told  me, 
‘I’m  shut  in,  but  I’m  not  shut  out.’  ” 

Through  that  and  other  innovative 
evangelism  programs,  Roswell  UMC 
went  from  a  membership  of  1 ,500  to 
more  than  6,000  by  the  time  Mr. 
Wolfe  moved  to  “Methodist  Hour.” 

His  experience  in  Roswell’s  televi¬ 
sion  and  videotape  ministries  was 
what  brought  him  to  the  attention  of 
“Methodist  Hour’s”  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  when  the  program’s  founder,  the 
Rev.  Herbert  L.  Bowdoin,  was  forced 
to  resign  in  1990  because  of  illness. 

'Seeing  the  possibilities' 

“Seeing  the  possibilities  of  radio 
as  a  medium  and  knowing  that 
[longtime  producer]  Whitney 
Dough  would  stay,  I  agreed  to 
move,”  Mr.  Wolfe  said. 

Unlike  some  televangelists,  “Meth¬ 
odist  Hour  International”  doesn’t  ask 
for  contributions  from  its  listeners. 

“Sometimes  we’ll  have  a  book 
promotion,  where  we’ll  send  people 
copies  of  a  book  we’ve  reviewed  for 
a  freewill  offering,  but  that  usually 
only  covers  our  costs,”  Mr.  Wolfe 
explained. 

“Officially  we  have  an  annual  bud¬ 
get  of  about  $250,000,  but  we  really 
operate  on  about  half  of  that.” 

Mr.  Wolfe  said  that  he  allocates 
“Methodist  Hour  International’s” 
resources  with  faith  and  expects 
that  God  will  provide. 

“I’ve  found  that  if  you  do  the  min¬ 
istry,  the  resources  will  come,”  he 
said.  “We’re  supported  by  people 
who  believe  in  what  we’re  doing.” 


Catholic  student 
gives  Duke  sermon 

DURHAM,  N.C.  — Paul  Bam- 
brick,  a  20-year-old  Catholic 
from  Evanston,  III.,  was  chosen 
to  give  this  year's  student  ser¬ 
mon  at  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Duke  University.  His  sermon, 
preached  on  Feb.  7,  was  viewed 
by  Mr.  Bambrick  as  a  "chance  of 
a  lifetime"  to  challenge  fellow 
Christians  to  an  active  pursuit  of 
social  justice.  The  young 
preacher  advised  his  listeners: 
"Pick  one  tiny  thing  in  your  life. 
Decide  that  you  are  going  to 
change  your  attitude  toward 
that  one  employee  you've  never 
given  much  respect.  Go  through 
your  closet,  take  out  some  things 
that  are  special  to  you,  and  give 
them  away." 

DELICIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


UMC  expands  radio  to  Russia 


With  the  help  of  $5,000  worth 
of  new  and  used  equipment  pro¬ 
vided  .by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  expanded  its  radio  broad¬ 
casts  in  Russia. 

The  equipment  and  a  new  studio 
will  allow  “Religious  Digest,"  an  ec¬ 
umenical  radio  program  that  began 


airing  in  October  1992,  to  air  twice 
a  week  on  Russia’s  Open  Radio. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  for 
broadcast  on  Russia's  Channel 
One,  with  a  potential  audience  of 
90  million. 

The  new  studio  was  necessary  for 
the  show’s  continuation,  according 
to  Brian  Brightly,  a  consultant  to 
the  church’s  global  missions  board. 


CLASSIFIED  i 

RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex- 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH—  established,  growing, 
enthusiastic,  Christ  centered.  Salary  based  on 
qualifications/experience.  Send  resumes:  Chris 
Akers,  336  South  Halifax  Drive,  Ormond  Beach, 
FL  32176. 

approved  in  advance. 

POSITION  OPEN  -  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Program  staff 
position  to  include  local  church  development,  de¬ 
fined  as  new  congregations  and  vitalization  of  ex¬ 
isting  congregations.  Knowledge  of  Vision  2000 
and  other  vitalization  ministries  desirable.  Con¬ 
sultative  skills  required.  Send  resume  by  March 

1 5,  1993  to:  Wm.  Franklin  Summerour,  Director, 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  Favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. 

EXPERIENCED  YOUTH  MINISTER  WITH 

Ave..  Suite  300,  Seattle,  WA  98121. 

call  to  youth  ministry  seeking  local  church  inter¬ 
ested  in  full-time  youth  director.  B.A.  youth  min¬ 
istry,  M.A.  educational  ministries.  Contact: 
Sarah  Green,  495  St.  Moritz  Dr.,  #2A,  Glen  El- 
lyn.IL  60137. 

TECHNICALLY  INCLINED,  DETAIL  oriented 
person  seeks  administrative  or  assistant  adminis¬ 
trative  position  with  growing  church.  Call  Steve: 
(501)  758-2378. 

FULL-TIME  ASSISTANT  MANAGER  posi¬ 
tion:  Camp  Magrudcr —  A  United  Methodist 
camp  and  retreat  center  on  the  Oregon  coast.  Pri¬ 
mary  responsibilities  include  maintenance  and 
hosting  services.  Salary,  housing  and  benefits  are 
provided.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Camp/Retreat  Office,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  1505  SW 
18th,  Portland,  OR  97201.  (503)  226-7931. 
Deadline:  April  2. 

ACADEMIC  DEAN/VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR 
Institutional  Effectiveness,  Lon  Morris  College,  a 
small  two-year  institution  of  the  UMC  in 
Jacksonville,  Texas.  Responsibilities  include 
oversight  of  academic  programs,  faculty/library 
development,  accreditation  and  enhanced  learn¬ 
ing  programs.  Requirements:  terminal  degree,  ac¬ 
ademic  experience,  and  agreement  with  historic 
UMC  mission  in  higher  education.  Salary  in  mid- 
40s.  Deadline  to  apply  March  15,  position  begins 
in  June.  Contact:  Search  Committee,  Lon  Morris 
College.  Jacksonville,  TX  75766  or  call  presi¬ 
dent’s  office,  (903)  586-2471.  EOE. 

REHOBOTH  BEACH.  SEA  VOICE  RETREAT 
House.  Half  block  from  beach.  Sleeps  30  people. 
Year  ’round  comfort.  One  third  off  through  April 
12.  Additional  discount  for  church  groups.  1-800- 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

63  7-2862. 

Euless,  TX  (just  west  of  DFW)  is  taking  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  church  organist.  You  may  send  re¬ 
sumes  to  the  church,  106  N.  Main,  Euless  76039, 
or  inquire  (8 1 7)  283-442 1 . 

VACATION  BARGAIN —  Lovely  vacation  cot¬ 
tage  in  Smokey  Mountains  at  beautiful  Lake  Jun- 
aluska.  Three  bedrooms  with  scenic  deck. 
Location  30  minutes:  Asheville,  Cherokee,  Gat- 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Music  for 
an  800-member  church  with  a  full  range  of  choir 
programs.  Please  send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX  79065. 

linburg,  Maggie  Valley,  other  lovely  places. 
S225.00  week,  $90.00  weekend.  Call  Don  at  (404) 
552-8888. 

DRAMA  STIRS  DEBATE.  Los  Altos,  CA.  In- 

RETIRED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired 
for  a  growing,  friendly,  caring  and  very  active 
church.  Approximately  20  hours  per  week.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  would  be  in  the  areas  of  new  mem¬ 
ber  visitation  and  congregational  care  as  well  as 
Sunday  morning  liturgist.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Roseland  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  157,  Roseland,  FL  32957. 

volvement  led  to  discussion  and  lively  analysis  by 
members  of  UMC  who  watched  “Woman  At  The 
Well"  performed  by  three  fellow  members.  This 
was  the  first  in  a  series  offered  in  a  discussion 
class.  Dramatic  presentation  brought  a  sense  of 
reality/provoked  questions  regarding  judgmenta- 
lism,  listening  with  compassion.  Other  groups 
may  want  to  try  acting  or  just  reading  to  stimu- 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  METHODIST  Ac¬ 
tion  Program,  in  the  City  of  Wilmington,  Dela¬ 
ware.  Send  resumes  to:  Wilmington  U.M. 
District  Office,  2200  Baynard  Boulevard,  Wil¬ 
mington,  DE  19802  by  March  15,  1993. 

arc  available  in  paperback  “Illustrations  of 
Faith."  Just  send  $  1 3.23  ($  1 3.95  in  CA)  to:  Word 
Service  A,  921  Spencer  Way,  Los  Altos,  CA 
94024.  Or  free  brochure. 

DISCOVERY—  EUREKA  SPRINGS,  Arkansas. 
Beautiful  Ozark  Mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting.  240 
acres.  Lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe 
float  trips.  (501)  253-8367. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  (or¬ 
dained  or  lay)  wanted  for  2700-member  congre¬ 
gation.  Active  program,  many  adult  volunteers, 
excellent  facilities  including  new  gym.  Church 
committed  to  youth  ministry.  Salary  based  on  ex¬ 
perience.  Contact:  Michael  Watson,  Senior  Pas- 
tor.  Dauphin  Way  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  6845,  Mobile.  AL  36660-0845.  (205) 
471-1511. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507.  f 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPING  EDUCATION 
(clergy  or  lay).  Exciting  opportunity  to  develop 
creative  program  in  2700-member  church.  Re- 
sumes  to:  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  400 
Fifth  Avenue  SW,  Rochester,  MN  55902. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses,  vans  and  luggage  trailors.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  1 5-3 J  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (8 1 7)  458-4844. 

SUPERINTENDENT  FOR  RED  BIRD  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference  sought.  Position  requires  or- 

supervision;  skilled  in  institutional  management, 
communication.  Position  requires  coordinating 
work  of  all  mission  entities  (institutions, 
churches,  outreach  programs).  The  mission  con¬ 
ference  exists  because  of  particular  mission  op- 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort.  For 
groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Lodg¬ 
ing  (now  with  more  showers!).  $10.50  tickets,  and 
meals  all  included!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

portunitics,  limited  membership  and  resources, 
unique  leadership  requirements  and  its  regionally 
strategic  location.  National  Division  of  GBGM 
provides  administrative  guidance.  Bishop  Robert 
Morgan  carries  episcopal  supervision.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  David  Burgett,  Executive  Secretary  for 
Institutional  Ministries,  Room  366,  National  Di¬ 
vision,  GBGM,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  101 15  by  March  31st. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  BADDOUR  Memo¬ 
rial  Center  (BMC),  a  residential  community  for 
157  mildly  and  moderately  retarded  adults,  seeks 
applicants  for  Executive  Director.  BMC,  located 
on  120  acres  in  Senatobia,  Mississippi,  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  non-profit  organization  connected  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  BMC  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  will  provide  aggressive  leadership  in  finan¬ 
cial  development,  program  development,  public 

POSITION  OPEN  -  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Program  staff 
position  to  include  managing  camping  program 
consisting  of  four  camps,  each  with  a  director  and 
camp  board;  Youth  to  include  junior  and  senior 
high  and  training  adult  workers  with  youth.  Send 
resume  by  March  15,  1993  to:  Wm.  Franklin 
Summerour,  Director,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  21 12-3rd  Ave.,  Suite  300.  Seattle,  WA 
98121. 

relations,  and  oversee  the  financial  and  personnel 
management  of  the  Center.  Candidates  should 
have  a  clear  Christian  commitment  evident  in 
their  private  and  public  lives  of  which  they  are 
willing  to  communicate  to  others.  Candidates 
must  be  comfortable  speaking  before  varied  audi¬ 
ences.  Send  letter  of  application  and  resume  to: 
Executive  Director  Search  Committee,  Baddour 
Memorial  Center,  Post  Office  Box  69.  Senatobia, 
MS  38668. 
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Long-silent  bell  silent  no  longer; 
community  called  back  to  worship 


MEMPHIS  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


ADAMSVILLE,  Tenn. — Fixing  a  church  bell  so  young  Justin  Horton 
could  ring  for  church  programs  has  been  the  catalyst  for  renewal  of 
Mt.  Vinson  United  Methodist  Church 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

The  Sunday  morning  quiet  is  bro¬ 
ken  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell  that  has 
been  silent  for  years. 

The  sound  peals  across  the  rural 
western  Tennessee  landscape,  the 
brazen  voice  calling  the  people  of 
Mt.  Vinson  United  Methodist 
Church  to  worship. 

A  young  boy,  small,  blond  and  se¬ 
rious,  yanks  the  rope  time  after  time. 

“Ringing  that  bell  is  almost  an 
obsession  for  Justin,”  said  Donna 
Bingham,  church  pianist  and  Justin 
Horton’s  aunt. 

“When  he  and  his  family  started 
attending  Mt.  Vinson,  he  wanted  to 
ring  it  but  couldn’t  because  it  didn’t 
even  have  a  rope  on  it. 

“We  finally  fixed  it  so  he  could.” 

According  to  Ms.  Bingham,  the 
bell  ringing  turned  out  to  be  a  cata¬ 
lyst  for  church  renewal. 

In  the  shadow  of  the  bell 

“I’ve  seen  a  big  change,”  she  said. 
“The  dumpster  used  to  sit  almost  in 
the  shadow  of  the  bell.  Now  we  have 
shrubs  and  grass.  The  benches  used 
to  be  bare;  now  they’re  padded.  And 
we  have  a  new  fellowship  hall.” 

Ms.  Bingham  says  the  visual 
change  in  the  church  is  the  result  of 
an  inner  change. 

“Our  scope  has  broadened,”  she 
said.  “For  years,  we  were  just  strug¬ 
gling  to  get  along.  Now  we’ve  met 
all  our  apportionments  for  the  past 
two  years — and  I  know  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  we  didn’t.” 

Membership  and  average  atten¬ 
dance  have  picked  up  as  well. 


Ms.  Bingham  says  the  church  had 
an  average  attendance  of  12-14  for 
many  years.  Now  they’re  disap¬ 
pointed  if  fewer  than  30  show  up  on 
Sunday  morning. 

The  Rev.  Elizabeth  Moody,  the 
church’s  pastor  for  the  last  two 
years,  says  Mt.  Vinson  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  63  and  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  34. 

“The  big  change  happened  before 
I  became  pastor,”  she  said,  “but 
three  joined  the  church  last  year, 
two  through  profession  of  faith  and 
one  by  transfer. 

“I’m  not  really  a  water  person 


and  two  of  them  wanted  to  be  im¬ 
mersed,"  she  added,  laughing. 

For  her  first  experience  in  bap¬ 
tism  by  immersion,  she  borrowed 
the  baptistry  of  a  church  in  nearby 
Adamsville. 

They  kept  us  going 

A  few  years  ago,  according  to  Ms. 
Bingham,  the  church’s  membership 
was  primarily  elderly. 

“Most  people  were  in  their  upper 
sixties.  I  was  considered  young  at  47!" 

Then  some  people  who  had 
grown  up  in  the  church  started  com¬ 
ing  back  and  brought  their  children. 


Justin  Horton  is  one  of  them. 

“The  church  has  younger  people 
attending  now,”  said  Ms.  Bingham. 
“Several  of  our  older  members  have 
become  shut-ins,  some  in  nursing 
homes. 

“We'll  never  forget  their  contri¬ 
bution,”  she  said  emphatically. 
“They  kept  this  church  going  during 
the  tough  years.  They  were  and  are 
the  base  of  our  recovery.” 

Ms.  Moody  says  the  church  is 
very  active  now,  very  mission 
minded. 

“We  packed  two  boxes  for  the 
Moscow  (Tenn.)  to  Moscow  (Russia) 
relief  effort  last  year  and  we  sent  toys 
to  the  Reelfoot  Rural  Ministries 
Christmas  Toy  Store,”  she  said. 

“We  had  a  charge-wide  Vacation 
Bible  School  and,  in  the  fall  of  1992, 
we  had  a  Wednesday  night  group 
that  used  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes’ 
study  guide,  ‘Talking  With  God.’ 

“Marsha  Alexander  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  present¬ 
ed  a  slide  show  about  Asbury  Col¬ 
lege  in  the  Philippines  and  brought 
two  native  Filipinos  with  her.” 

The  congregation  has  a  number 
of  goals  for  1993,  including  estab¬ 
lishing  a  prayer  chain,  printing  a 
church  directory,  continuing 
charge-wide  studies  and  setting  up 
an  Adult  Sitter  Program. 

Amid  all  those  signs  of  new  life, 
none  is  more  symbolic  than  that  of 
a  little  boy,  Justin  Horton,  ringing 
the  bell,  calling  people  back  to 
church. 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  conference  edition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


'Jesus  Stories'  blend  art,  acting 

South  Carolina  artist  and  actor  Doug  Berky  (right)  recreates  Jesus 
feeding  the  5,000  in  "Jesus  Stories,"  one  of  six  videotaped  dramas 
for  children,  produced  by  Don  Hughes  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications.  A  masked  huckster  (above)  brings  to  life  Jesus'  para¬ 
ble  about  hypocrisy. 


Concordance  survives  past  200  years 


"Cruden's  Concordance"  went  through  three 
editions  in  Cruden's  lifetime  but  he  never  earned 
much  money  from  it. 


By  |OHN  C.  EVANS 

After  the  Bible,  the  book  many 
people  have  on  their  shelves  is 
“Cruden’s  Concordance,”  compiled 
by  the  amazing  Alexander  Cruden. 

For  over  200  years  it  has  re¬ 
mained  a  popular  and  invaluable 
aid  to  scholars  and  laymen  alike. 

Alexander  Cruden's  upbringing 
in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  by  his  pros¬ 
perous  Calvinist  father  might  be 
considered  severe  today,  but,  in  the 
18th  century,  fluency  in  Latin  and 
Greek  was  required  of  boys  before 
age  12. 

At  age  1 9  he  had  earned  his  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree. 

Dressed  as  a  dandy 

At  this  stage  he  showed  eccentric 
traits  that  were  to  remain  with  him 
all  his  life.  He  had  a  halting  way  of 
speaking,  often  stammering,  which 
belied  his  astute  intellectual  powers. 
He  also  had  a  penchant  for  dressing 
in  a  dandyish  manner. 

His  relations  with  women  always 
ended  in  disaster. 

For  instance,  his  girlfriend  in  Ab¬ 
erdeen  was  found  guilty  of  incest 
with  her  brother  and  was  banished 
from  the  city  before  she  bore  her 
baby. 

Cruden  was  shattered,  and  in  1720 
his  parents  had  him  committed  to 
Tolbooth  Prison  since  the  city  was 
lacking  what  was  then  called  an  in¬ 
sane  asylum.  This  was  his  first  of  sev¬ 
eral  stays  in  institutions. 

Soon  released,  he  went  to  London 
where  he  scraped  a  meager  living 


Alexander  Cruden 


out  of  private  tutoring  until  he 
landed  a  job  as  a  proofreader  of 
classical  books. 

Later,  desiring  independence, 
Cruden  opened  his  own  bookshop 
near  the  Royal  Exchange.  To  every¬ 
one’s  surprise  he  was  very  success¬ 
ful  and  built  up  an  important 
clientele. 

The  Queen's  Bookseller 

When  the  Queen's  bookseller  died 
in  1734,  Robert  Walpole  recom¬ 
mended  Cruden  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

After  receiving  the  Queen’s  Royal 
Warrant,  Cruden  thereafter  styled 
himself  (he  Queen’s  Bookseller.  His 
prestige  and  fortunes  rose. 

At  the  zenith  of  his  success  as  a 


bookseller  he  suddenly,  in  the  winter 
of  1736,  began  to  work  on  the  stu¬ 
pendous  "Complete  Concordance  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments.” 

Work  on  the  “Concordance"  be¬ 
came  Cruden’s  life.  He  worked 
from  7  a.m.  to  1  a.m.,  his  Bible 
open  before  him. 

On  his  work  table  were  stacks  of 
methodically  arranged  sheets  of  pa¬ 
per  upon  which  he  entered  the 
thousands  of  words  he  was  tracing. 

Customers  continued  to  frequent 
his  shop,  but  he  neglected  business, 
putting  his  concordance  before  any¬ 
thing  else. 

The  persistence  he  demonstrated 
all  his  life  kept  him  to  the  task.  He 
worked  diligently  and  rapidly  and 
finished  his  work  in  one  year. 

There  were  only  two  omissions, 
Huz  (the  brother  of  Buz)  and  "pow¬ 
ders  of  the  merchants"  with  which 
the  bridegroom  perfumed  himself 
in  the  Song  of  Solomon.  It  was  a  re¬ 
markable  achievement. 

When  the  concordance  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  November  1737  it  was  an 
instant  success.  Cruden  dedicated  it 
to  Queen  Caroline,  who  kindly  invit¬ 
ed  him  to  present  her  a  copy  of  the 
much  talked  about  “Concordance." 

On  Nov.  3  Cruden  arrived  at  St. 
James  Palace  decked  out  in  the 
most  dandyish  court  attire. 

The  Queen  was  pale  and  ap¬ 


peared  to  be  in  pain  but  she  re¬ 
ceived  Cruden  graciously,  saying 
she  was  "mightily  obliged"  to  him. 

She  promised  him  100  pounds,  a 
sizeable  sum  in  those  days.  In  an 
age  of  patronage  the  benevolence  of 
a  great  person  meant  one’s  fortune 
in  the  world. 

Queen's  death  a  blow 

Unfortunately  for  Cruden,  Queen 
Caroline  died  two  weeks  after  his 
visit  and  before  she  had  time  to 
honor  her  financial  pledge. 

Not  only  did  he  lose  the  patron¬ 
age  of  the  Queen,  he  also  lost  the 
100  pounds  and  the  prestigious  title 
Bookseller  to  the  Queen  along  with 
his  Royal  Warrant. 

"Cruden’s  Concordance”  went 
through  three  editions  in  Cruden’s 
lifetime  but  he  never  earned  much 
money  from  it. 

For  the  first  edition  he  received  a 
mere  20  pounds.  The  second  edition 
brought  him  500  pounds  plus  a  gift 
of  100  pounds  from  the  King,  honor¬ 
ing  the  Queen's  pledge.  The  third 
edition  brought  him  300  pounds. 

The  mystery  remains  why  Cru¬ 
den — a  bookseller  who  knew  the 
trade — was  paid  so  badly  for  a  book 
so  widely  acclaimed  and  popular. 

Mr.  Evans  is  a  free-lance  writer  m 
Atlanta,  Ga. 


'Thoughtful 
rich  spiritual 

"Pinches  of  Salt:  Spiritual  Season¬ 
ings,"  by  Peggy  L.  Shriver  (Louis¬ 
ville:  Westminster/lohn  Knox  Press 
19 90),  Paperback,  112  pages,  $9.95. 

By  JEFFREY  GROS 

A  spiritual  treat  is  in  store  for  the 
poetry  lover  or  the  Christian  seek¬ 
ing  to  view  life  through  the  imagi¬ 
nation  of  a  thoughtful  eye. 

These  poems  gathered  from  years 
and  places  far  and  near  bring  the 
touch  of  Christian  faith  to  the 
breadth  of  human  experience. 

From  the  Grand  Canyon  to  the 
subways  of  New  York,  the  safari  in 
Masai  country  to  the  Berkshire 
mountains,  the  liturgical  seasons  to 
the  homeless  on  our  streets,  in  all  of 
these  the  breath  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  touch  of  the  Incarnation  come 


eye'  reveals 
imagination 

Review 


alive. 

There  are  family  moments  and 
great  world  events.  There  are  pain¬ 
ful  alienations  and  intimacies  of  di¬ 
alogue.  There  are  moments  of  grace 
and  moments  of  finitude,  all  seen 
with  fresh  and  humane  spectacles  of 
a  grateful  participant  in  the  journey 
of  life. 

God’s  creation  produces  gran¬ 
deurs  and  tragedies,  but  it  is  verse 
and  image  that  give  them  a  new 
meaning  and  heighten  the  percep¬ 
tion  of  the  Christian  pilgrimage. 

The  Rev.  / effrey  Gros  is  on  the 
staff  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Washington. 


Josh  needs  multiple 
kinds  of  counseling 


Dear  Editor: 

I  find  Deborah’s  answer  to  the 
abusive  husband  who  drank  to  be 
below  her  generally  high-caliber 
counseling. 

First  Josh’s  letter  contained  few 
facts  beyond  the  fact  that  he  shows 
no  repentance. 

What  treatment  has  he  had  be¬ 
sides  apparently  too  shallow  coun¬ 
seling  with  his  pastor? 

He  needs  therapy  for  his  drink 
habit  just  as  much  as  he  needs 
“family  violence  counseling.” 

He  is  probably  not  “totally  re¬ 
sponsible  for  choosing  to  get 
drunk.” 

There  are  cases  where  the  wife  is 
at  least  psychologically  partly  re¬ 
sponsible.  Of  course,  this  is  not 
clear  in  this  instance.  And  there  are 
other  psychological  reasons  why 
people  drink  to  excess. 

Somewhere  along  the  line  he  has 
to  have  help.  Deborah  should  make 
it  plain  to  him  that  without  these 
aids,  “getting  together  again”  will 
not  be  a  permanent  solution  to  his 
problem.  Repentance  is  not  enough. 

Layton 

Dear  Layton: 

Josh  wanted  his  wife  to  change  her 


Dear  Deborah 


mind  and  come  back  to  him  after  he 
had  beaten  her  so  badly  she  was  hos¬ 
pitalized.  It  did  not  sound  to  me  as  if 
he  was  looking  for  a  permanent  solu¬ 
tion,  just  more  pressure  to  pul  on  his 
wife. 

Whatever  degree  of  involvement 
the  wife  may  have  in  enabling  the  al¬ 
coholism,  that  does  not  mean  she  is 
to  blame  for  being  abused.  It  also 
does  not  mean  she  is  responsible  for 
his  abusive  behavior  or  his  drinking. 

Regardless  of  alt  the  causes  and 
experiences  in  his  life  which  alcohol 
helps  him  forget  or  ignore,  nothing 
will  be  solved  until  he  stops  drinking 
and  faces  his  other  issues  one  by  one. 

Undoubtedly,  if  Josh  went  to  the 
local  family  violence  center  he  would 
be  directed  to  face  his  drinking. 

His  wife  would  be  offered  counsel¬ 
ing  and  invited  to  participate  in  their 
support  groups  also.  She  might  very 
well  be  directed  to  AlAnon. 

The  abuse  has  to  stop.  Using  alco¬ 
hol  or  any  other  drugs  an  excuse  is 
not  acceptable.  He  has  to  hear  that 
loud  and  clear. 


Five  stanzas  depict 
full  scene  of  Lent 


Lord,  who  throughout  these  forty 
days 

For  us  didst  fast  and  pray. 

Teach  us  with  thee  to  mourn  our 
sins 

And  close  by  thee  to  stay. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Mark’s  Gospel  records  that  Jesus 
was  “in  the  wilderness  forty  days, 
tempted  of  Satan;  and  was  with  the 
wild  beasts;  and  the  angels  minis¬ 
tered  unto  him”  (1:13). 

Claudia  Frances  Hernaman’s 
hymn  begins  with  this  picture  of  Je¬ 
sus  in  the  wilderness.  The  five  stan¬ 
zas  encompass  the  full  scope  of  the 
Lenten  story,  sounding  a  note  of 
conflict  and  victory. 

The  first  and  second  lines  of  each 
stanza  refer  to  his  fasting  and  pray¬ 
ing,  Satan’s  temptations,  Jesus’  hun¬ 
ger  and  thirst  and  his  penitence, 
followed  in  the  third  and  fourth  lines 
with  petitions  for  Christians  today. 

Mrs.  Hemaman’s  hymn  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  collection  published  in 
1873  titled  “A  Child’s  Book  of 
Praise.” 

How  appropriate  is  the  hymn  for 
the  first  Sunday  in  Lent.  The  simple 
language  was  intended  to  help  chil¬ 
dren  as  well  as  adults  understand 
this  experience  in  the  life  of  Christ. 

She  had  a  lifelong  interest  in  the 
Christian  training  and  nurture  of 
children.  Because  of  this,  she  wrote 


History 
of  Hymns 


a  number  of  books  especially  de¬ 
signed  for  children  as  well  as  150 
hymns  for  boys  and  girls. 

“Land  of  Rest,”  one  tune  used 
with  this  text,  is  an  American  folk 
hymn  tune  of  unknown  origin.  A  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  tune  appeared  in  the  1859 
edition  of  “The  Sacred  Harp,”  where 
it  was  called  “New  Prospect.” 

The  present  version  was  made  by 
Annabel  Morris  Buchanan  in  1938, 
remembering  that  she  learned  it  as  a 
child  from  her  grandmother  in  Tex¬ 
as.  She  included  it  in  her  “Folk 
Hymns  of  America.” 

A  native  Texan,  she  taught  music 
in  colleges  in  Texas,  Oklahoma  and 
Virginia.  Noted  for  her  work  with 
American  folk  music,  she  published 
numerous  collections  and  wrote 
many  articles. 

For  many  years  she  was  active  in 
the  National  Federation  of  Music 
Clubs.  She  made  her  home  in  Padu¬ 
cah,  Ky.,  where  she  was  highly  re¬ 
spected  in  community  activities. 
She  died  in  1 988  at  age  94. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN; 

"O  Love,  How  Deep,  How  Broad,  How 
High" 


Poem  of  the  Week 

One 

One  fear. 

1  was  always  afraid  of  that  far  off  Greatness. 

So  very  afraid. 

1  look  down,  and  I  cringe.  I  look  Up,  and  I  cry. 

So  close,  but  so  very  afraid. 

One  Bird, 

White,  beautiful,  perfect, 

Floats  down  from  a  cloud  and  whispers  in  my  ear. 

He  tells  me  of  a  child,  lost  long  ago,  never  to  be  found. 

He  knows,  I  think,  He  must  know. 

One  tear 

Falls  from  his  eye  as  he  floats  away. 

One  chance. 

“Father,"  I  cry,  “I'm  sorry!” 

One  flicker  of  Eternity 

Was  all  it  took  for  Him  to  turn  around. 

One  turned  to  two 
As  I  heard  him  say, 

“I'm  here.  My  child.”  —BETHANY  L.  SANDERS 
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Prink’d  Quarterly  by  J  he  Methodist  Cbihhvn  s  Home,  Huston.  Louisiana 


RUSTON,  LOUISIANA 


Doing  it  the  hard  way 


ADULT  WORKCAMP  PROJECTS  FOR  VOLUNTEERS 

(One  Day  to  One  Week) 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


Barbed  wire  to  stretch 


JOIN 


—  The  Healing  Ministry 

—  A  Work  Camp  at  Methodist  Children's  Home  This  Year 


children’s  home 


Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning  Facility  on  400  acres  of  land  outside  the  City  of  Ruston,  to  be  developed  as  funds  are 
available  from  donors. 

Preparation: 

—  paint  and  post  property  lines 

—  fence  in  20  acre  livestock  pasture 

—  clear  area  around  small  pond 

—  clear  area  for  outdoor  chapel 

—  clear  picnic  areas 

—  create  nature  trails 

—  form  up  concrete  slabs 

Build: 

—  bathrooms  and  kitchen  under  a  30'  X  60'  pavilion 

—  30'  X  60'  livestock  bam 

—  equipment  and  storage  shed 

—  1 8'  X  26'  pavilion 

—  backstop  for  multipurpose  playing  field 

—  seating  for  outdoor  chapel 

Adults  Needed: 

—  professional  builders  as  well  as  support  team  members  (“go-fers”) 

—  skilled  carpenters  and  laborers 

—  “do  it  yourself  types” 

Electric  and  water  hook  ups  for  RVs  are  available  on  the  land.  Workers  can  also  be  housed  on  campus  with  facilities  for 
cooking  and  bathing. 

One  day  to  one  week  projects  can  be  scheduled  during  the  spring  and  summer  months. 

Material  provided  by  the  volunteer  group  or  by  individuals  who  wish  to  make  donations  will  assure  the  availability  of  proj¬ 
ects  for  work  teams.  Those  who  can,  should  bring  their  own  tools. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Rev.  Augie  Aamodt 
Director  of  Development 
or 

Kyle  Birch 

Assistant  Director  of  Development 
Post  Office  Box  929 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71273-0929 
Phone:(318)255-5020  • 

Fax:  (318)251-3639 


Over  a  thousand  signs  painted  to  post  the  property 


26  picnic  tables,  all  built  by  women 


The  small  pavilion 


One  of  several  work  teams  from  First,  UMC  Bossier 


The  large  pavilion  under  construction 


These  have  joined  and  worked 


WORK  CAMPS  IN  1991 


Lon  Morris  College- 
Texas 


Bossier,  First  UMC- 
Bossier  City,  LA 


DeRidder,  First  UMC- 
DeRidder,  LA 


2  workcamps 

WORK  CAMPS  IN  1992 


Nomads- 

North  Central  United  States 


Trinity  UMC- 
Ruston,  LA 


Salem  Chapel  UMC- 
Ruston,  LA 


Memorial  Drive  UMC- 
Houston,  TX 
Love  Chapel  UMC — 
Haughton,  LA 


Kelly  Philips- 
Lafayette,  LA 


WORK  CAMPS  IN  1993 


Temple  Baptist- 
Ruston,  La 


Block  and  Bridle- 
LA  Tech 
Ruston,  LA 


Fellowship  UMC- 
Bossier  City,  LA 
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Ya'II  Come! 

United  Methodist  Conference  Center 
Round-Up 

Saturday,  March  6,  10  A.M. 

Center  Site  near  Woodworth 
And  Rapides  Coliseum 
In  Alexandria 


Judge  Carl  Stewart 
Conference  Lay  Leader 


A  Lifetime 
Church 
Investment 


In  the  midst  of  the  current  national  discussions  about  our  economy, 
many  people  are  pondering  what  types  of  financial  investments  to  make 
in  order  to  realize  maximum  future  security.  As  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  we  have  a  golden  opportunity  to  make  a  different  kind  of  invest¬ 
ment  in  our  future  security. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Center  to  be  built  in  Central  Louisiana  is  a 
wise  investment  by  clergy  and  laity  as  part  of  the  quest  to  enhance  min¬ 
istries  throughout  the  church.  The  accessibility  of  the  center  to  all  of  us 
will  greatly  increase  our  opportunities  to  enjoy  an  atmosphere  of  seren¬ 
ity,  for  the  enrichment  of  our  lives  through  prayer,  learning,  fellowship, 
inspiration  and  worship. 

I  share  the  optimism  and  joy  of  clergy  and  laity  who  are  making  a  tan¬ 
gible  investment  in  the  future  of  our  church  and  conference.  This  invest¬ 
ment  will  afford  us,  our  children  and  future  generations  many  quality 
experiences  to  become  better  equipped  as  disciples  of  Christ  ministering 
to  the  faith  development  of  our  local  churches  and  communities. 


Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  vocalist, 
clinician,  pianist,  music  director 
and  recently  recording  artist,  will 
return  to  New  Orleans  to  present  a 
second  fund-raiser  to  benefit  Peo¬ 
ples  UM  Community  Center  on 
Friday,  March  5,  at  7  p.m.  at  Law¬ 
less  Memorial  Chapel  at  Dillard 
University. 

Sacred  music  recordings  (cassette 
tapes  and  CD’s)  by  Wilson-Felder 
are  to  be  released  in  June  on  the 
New  Freedom  Label,  a  joint  project , 


of  the  UM  Communications  Na¬ 
tional  Division  and  Warner  Broth¬ 
ers  Recording  Co. 

The  New  Orleans  concert,  being 
coordinated  by  the  Rev.  Marva  L. 
Mitchell  and  Connie  Breaux,  is 
sponsored  by  the  Peoples  Board  of 
Directors. 

Tickets  must  be  bought  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  may  be  purchased  at  the 
center  or  by  calling  the  center,  (504) 
524-1041. 


Children's  Home,  Ruston,  Gets  Top  Honors 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
a  multi-service  adolescent  care 
community  and  family  service  orga¬ 
nization  in  Ruston,  has  been  grant¬ 
ed  EAGLE  designation  by  the  UM 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries. 

The  EAGLE  is  an  acronym  for 
Educational  Assessment  Guidelines 
Leading  toward  Excellence,  a  ser¬ 
vice  quality  enhancement  program 
developed  by  the  nationwide  associ¬ 
ation  that  relates  to  geriatric,  hospi¬ 
tal,  community  center  and  child 
and  family  service  organizations. 

The  EAGLE  program’s  principles 
focus  constructive  review  upon 


Saddle  OT  Paint  and  Ride  to  Rapides  Parish 

We're  Headin'  for  the  First  Conference  Center  Round-Up! 


They’ll  be  cornin’  round  the 
mountain,  from  the  marshes  and 
the  swamps,  the  bayous  and  the  riv¬ 
ers,  from  the  cities  and  the  country, 
from  the  northern-most  parish  to 
the  southeastern  tip  of  the  state. 
They’ll  come  from  all  directions  to 
the  middle  of  the  state,  Rapides 
Parish,  for  the  Conference  Center 
Round-Up,  Louisiana  style. 

We’ll  gather  there  Saturday, 
March  6,  and  get  our  wagons  in  a 
circle,  have  a  rip  snortin’  good  time, 
say  howdy  to  friends  and  neighbors 
from  all  the  parishes  and  talk  about 
buildin’  the  Conference  Center  on 
400  woodland  acres  near  Wood- 
worth,  south  of  Alexandria. 

In  the  middle  of  the  action  look 


Leaders  for  the  recent  Women's  Winter  Retreat  at  Lakeview  UMC 
in  Shreveport  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Alta  Benson  of  New  Orleans,  psy¬ 
chotherapist;  the  Rev.  Kathy  Dauphin,  co-pastor,  Springhill-Sarepta 
UMC;  Libby  Rogers,  music  director;  May  Elizabeth  Berry  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  Pat  Rice,  retreat  leader.  The  spiritual,  emotional  and 
physical  psyche  of  woman  (the  whole  woman)  was  explored  at  the 
retreat  held  at  the  church. 

Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  Recording  Artist 
Will  Present  2nd  Peoples  Center  Concert 


Participants  in  United  Methodist 
Women's  Sunday  at  First  UMC, 
Plain  Dealing  were,  FROM  LEFT, 
Norma  Winegeart,  Conference 
president;  Maxie  B.  Garrett  of 
Haynesville,  guest  speaker,  and 
Norma  Anderson,  local  UMW 
president.  Churches  across  the 
Conference  observed  UMW 
Sunday  on  Jan.  24  or  other  other 
Sundays. 


for  a  tall  man  in  a  white  hat,  not 
Matt  Dillon  carryin’  a  six-shooter, 
but  Bishop  William  Oden,  carryin’ 
a  Bible. 

Fresh  Country  Air 

Breathe  the  fresh  country  air  and 
see  the  trees  startin’  to  leaf  out  for 
springtime  as  you  tour  the  center 
site  from  10  a. m.  to  1  p.m.  and  later 
in  the  day  from  3:30  p.m.  til  sun¬ 
down.  (Wear  boots  or  comfortable 
walking  shoes  and  western-style 
clothing  in  keeping  with  the  theme). 

The  chuck  wagon  at  Rapides  Col¬ 
iseum  will  serve  up  plates  of  Bar-B- 
Q  chicken  beginnin’  at  11:30  a.m. 
No  tellin’  what  is  planned  as  enter¬ 
tainment  (for  all  ages)  startin’  at  1 
p.m.  in  the  Coliseum  which  holds  a 
lot  of  hay  or  a  bunch  of  our  folks. 
Ye  ha! 

About  2  p.m.  we’ll  all  begin  to 
settle  down  a  bit  for  a  program  and 
information  in  the  Coliseum,  as  we 
continue  the  celebration.  We  should 
be  outa  there  and  hit  the  trails  by 
3: 1 5  p.m.  except  for  those  who  want 
another  look  at  the  site. 

Building  Campaign 

The  Round-Up,  a  historic  event, 
wiM  officially  kick-off  the  campaign 
to  raise  $6  million  to  build  the  first 
phase  of  a  center  to  be  used  by  all 
Louisiana  United  Methodists. 
“Building  Together:  Centering  Our 
Faith”  is  the  theme. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  project 
coordinator,  said  the  first  phase  will 
include  a  multi-purpose  building, 
three  lodges,  a  swimming  pool  and 
support  buildings.  Also  included 
will  be  the  development  of  the  area 
for  roads,  lighting,  sewage,  water 
and  a  thirty  eight  acre  lake. 


This  is  a  close-up  of  the  Conference  Center  master  plan  showing 
the  proposed  first  phase  of  building.  Legend:  (1)  Center's  multi-pur¬ 
pose  building;  (3)  lodges  (three  will  be  built  initially)  and  (13)  lake. 
A  swimming  pool  will  be  built  near  the  lodges  and  a  maintenance 
building  and  caretaker's  home  will  be  constructed.  Also  included 
will  be  development  of  the  area  for  roads,  lighting,  sewage  and  wa¬ 
ter. 


Peace  With  justice  Speaker  Arrives 


Louisiana  Conference  churches 
have  the  rare  opportunity  to  utilize 
the  expertise  of  a  Peace  With  Jus¬ 
tice  Educator  from  March  through 
December,  Dr.  Hilda  Amdt  stated. 
Dr.  Carol  Walker,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  on  leave,  arrived 
in  Louisiana  this  week. 

Amdt,  Conference  Peace  With 
Justice  coordinator,  and  a  commit¬ 
tee  with  representatives  from  the 
nine  districts  are  arranging  Walk¬ 
er’s  statewide  speaking  schedule. 

Walker  has  taught  and  has  done 
other  missionary  work  in  Manila, 
Lebanon,  Uruguay,  Peru,  Hong 
Kong  and  the  Republic  of  China. 

She  can  provide  workshops, 
weekend  retreats  and  is  available  to 


speak  to  congregations  and  groups 
of  all  ages  within  the  church. 

The  groups  may  specify  topics  in¬ 
cluding:  Violence  at  home  and  in 
the  community,  hunger  and  pover¬ 
ty,  racism,  environmental  concerns, 
work  with  AIDS  patients  and  the 
theological  basis  for  Peace  With 
Justice  issues. . 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  pay  Walker’s  salary 
and  lodging.  The  Conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  will  pay  for 
her  transportation  and  office  sup¬ 
plies  using  Conference-wide  offer¬ 
ings  from  Peace  With  Justice 
observances. 

For  additional  information  con¬ 
tact  Amdt,  (504)  344-0421. 


Mayor-President  Tom  Ed  McHugh,  LEFT,  greets  the  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson,  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  at  a  recent  lun¬ 
cheon  the  mayor  hosted  for  area  elected  officials,  the  media  and 
representatives  of  churches  participating  in  “Voices  of  Hope."  An 
Interfaith  Concert,  the  program  is  planned  for  3  p.m.  Sunday, 
March  28,  in  the  Baton  Rouge  Centroplex.  A  number  of  area  UM 
choirs  will  participate. 

Consultation  Set  March  12-13 

Ethnic  Churches  To  Discuss  Concerns 


each  organization’s  relationships: 
with  a  connectional  unit  of  the 
UMC;  within  its  local  community; 
on  the  persons  being  served,  and 
upon  evaluation  of  the  governance 
and  management  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

The  home  has  served  countless 
numbers  of  children  and  youth 
since  it  was  founded  over  75  years 
ago. 

Last  year  the  same  organization 
selected  Terrel  DeVille  as  executive 
director  of  the  year  and  Augie  Aa- 
modt,  director  of  development, 
public  relations  and  market  director 
of  the  year. 


Around  The  Conference 

1 


Marian  Egger- 

ton  of  Slidell  is 
serving  as  chair 
of  the  board  of 
directors  of  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  She 
replaces  Judge 
Thomas  L.  Gi- 
raud  who  will 


Marian  Eggerton 


continue  on  the  board.  Eggerton,  a 
charter  member  of  the  Methodist 
•  Hospital  Auxiliary,  is  active  in  the 


Service  in  New  UM  Book  of  Worship 

Noah's  Ark?  No,  it's  a  pet  blessing 


It  could  look  a  little  bit  like  No¬ 
ah’s  Ark  on  Friday,  March  5,  when 
a  variety  of  animals  and  other  pets 
will  be  brought  to  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

The  Mighty  Methodists,  third 
through  fifth  graders  of  the  church 
will  take  their  pets  and  invite  their 
friends  to  a  Service  for  the  Blessing 
of  the  Animals  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
gym. 

The  students  and  their  animals 
will  receive  a  prayer  of  blessing  and 
enjoy  fellowship  with  other  animal- 
lovers. 


Charlotte  Brent, 
diaconal  minister, 
plans  to  conduct  I 
the  service  with 
the  assistance  of  4  - 
Renee  Evans. 

Brent  said  the 
service  is  from  the 
Episcopal  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  tra¬ 
ditions.  Litany  for 
the  service  is  on  page  608  of  The 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship 
published  last  year. 

“The  event  recognizes  God’s  cre- 


Charlotte  Brent 


ation  and  our  responsibility  as  stew¬ 
ards  of  the  earth  and  its  creatures,” 
she  added.  “It  also  stresses  how  in¬ 
terdependent  we  are.” 

The  Service  for  the  Blessing  of 
the  Animals  is  often  held  outdoors 
in  the  spring  or  in  the  fall  on  the 
Feast  Day  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi, 
Oct.  4,  is  new  for  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

Suggested  hymns  include  “This  Is 
My  Father’s  World”  and  “All  Crea¬ 
tures  of  Our  God  and  King.” 

Included  in  the  litany  are  the 
words,  “  .  .  .  animals  share  in 


Louisiana  Conference  UMC. 

*  *  ♦ 

At  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier  City 
members  are  asked  to  submit  a  pic¬ 
ture  illustrating  new  life  —  a  baby, 
kitten,  clouds,  flowers,  friends  or 
others,  for  a  springtime  exhibit.  The 
winning  photos  will  be  displayed  in 
the  church  during  April.  The  exhib¬ 
it  will  be  titled,  “New  Life.” 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

*  *  * 

St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  of 
which  the  Rev.  John  C.  Coker  is 
pastor,  celebrated  its  35th  anniver¬ 
sary  with  a  special  service  and  din¬ 
ner  on  Jan.  29.  The  first  appointed 
pastor,  Dr.  John  M.  Winn  Jr.,  who 
served  from  1958-1966,  was  the 
guest  preacher. 

To  organize  the  church  in  1958, 
the  Rev.  John  Sewell,  who  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC,  Baker,  and  the 
Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor  who  was  pastor  of 
Blackwater  UMC  combined  their 
efforts.  The  present  structure  was 
built  and  an  open  house  was  held 


Christ’s  redemption  of  all  God’s 
creation.  We,  therefore,  invoke 
God’s  blessings  on  these  animals. 
As  we  do  so  let  us  praise  the  Creator 
and  thank  God  for  setting  us  as 
stewards  over  all  the  creatures  of 
the  earth.” 


What  do  ethnic  leaders  want  for 
their  churches?  What  are  their  pri¬ 
mary  concerns? 

These  and  other  questions  will  be 
explored  at  a  Conference  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Ethnic  Church  Concerns 
March  1 2  and  1 3  at  St.  Mark  UMC 
Baton  Rouge.  Sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Committee  on  Special 
Ministries,  the  workshop  will  be 
lead  by  staff  members  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nash¬ 
ville. 

The  event  will  begin  Friday, 
March  12,  with  registration,  coffee 
and  fellowship  at  4:30  p.m. 

Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Confer¬ 
ence  director  of  special  ministries/ 
institutional  development,  said  the 
pastor  and  lay  leader  from  each  of 
the  131  ethnic  churches  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  along  with  the  chair  of  the 
following  committee  from  each  eth¬ 
nic  church:  administrative  board, 


evangelism,  pastor-parish  relations, 
stewardship,  mission  and  educa¬ 
tion,  Council  on  Ministries,  wor¬ 
ship  and  treasurer/finance. 

All  other  local  church  members 
are  welcome  to  attend,  he  empha¬ 
sized.  Contact  Calvin  to  give  him 
the  number  attending  from  each 
church.  - 

“Purpose  of  the  consultation  is  to 
identify  the  primary  concerns  and 
yearnings  of  the  grass  roots  ethnic 
church  leadership  and  to  establish 
dates  for  a  training  event  that  will 
address  the  two  top  priorities,”  Cal¬ 
vin  said.  “A  secondary  purpose  for 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
is  the  wonderful  opportunity  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  people  from  the  congrega¬ 
tions  give  that  kind  of  feedback.” 

The  second  day  of  the  workshop 
will  begin  at  8  a.m.  and  conclude 
about  2  p.m.  Lunch  is  to  be  served 
at  the  church. 


Jan.  31,  1960. 


Tallies  are  now  in  for  a  nation¬ 
wide  project  participated  in  by  First 
UMC,  Hammond,  where  the  pastor 
is  the  Rev.  Charles  Humphries. 
Youth  of  the  church  joined  in  a 
“Souper  Bowl”  project  on  Super 
Bowl  Sunday.  A  $1  donation  was 
requested  from  each  member  of  the 
congregation  with  the  money  to  be 
used  to  feed  hungry  persons. 

On  that  day,  385  churches  in  40 
states  collected  over  $123,000 
which  was  donated  to  food  banks 
and  soup  kitchens  of  each  church’s 
choosing.  The  $195  collected  at  the 
Hammond  church  was  donated  to 
the  Tangi  Food  Pantry. 


Lenten  activities  and  special  ser¬ 
vices  are  being  conducted  in  many 
of  our  Louisiana  Conference 
churches.  Lent  started  on  Ash 
Wednesday,  Feb.  24, and  will  con¬ 
tinue  until  Easter  Sunday  which 
this  year  will  be  April  1 1 . 

Lenten  lunches  are  held  each 
Wednesday  at  noon  at  Henning 
Memorial  in  Sulphur.  Pastors  of  the 
community  have  been  invited  to 
speak  at  the  events.  Speakers  are  to 
include  a  Catholic  priest,  a  minister 
from  the  Disciples  of  Christ  and 
Lutheran  churches  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  United  Methodists:  Rev.  Mick¬ 
ey  Stringfield  of  Oak  Park;  the  Rev. 
Darlene  Moore-James  of  Jones;  Dr. 
John  Winn,  Conference  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness  and  the  Rev. 
Ray  Holt,  Wesley. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  forum 


MARCH  5,  1993 


United  Methodists  warmed  by  their  cross  and  flame 


“FaithLine”  of  Feb.  S  invited 
readers  to  say  whether  they  would 
favor  a  new  emblem  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  discovered 
that  even  though  some  groups  like 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  may  misuse  or 
misrepresent  the  cross  and  flame. 
United  Methodists  of  all  ages  love 
their  denominational  symbol.  This 
includes  even  those  who  offer  possi¬ 
ble  alternatives. 

Excerpts  from  nearly  130  respons¬ 
es  follow. 

Bonnie  Schmidt,  Delhi,  La.:  If  we 

change  our  symbol,  we  are  reacting 
to  hate,  prejudice  and  bigotry  in  a 
very  foolish  way.  Perhaps  in  de¬ 
fending  our  symbol  we’ll  have  op¬ 
portunities  to  speak  about  Christ 
and  his  love  to  people  who  other¬ 
wise  wouldn’t  listen. 

Alys  Berg,  Pueblo,  Colo.:  I  hadn’t 
felt  negative  about  the  cross  and 
flame  until  I  began  to  link  the  flame 
with  the  Olympics  or  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan,  both  of  which  used  the  flame 
before  Methodists  did.  But  if  there 
is  dissension  about  it,  why  not  use 
the  dove  and  the  cross  or  a  cross 
and  rainbow? 

Pauline  Lilly,  Fenton,  Mo.:  To 

change  our  symbol  now  would  just 

Here's  my  design 
for  a  new  insigne 

John  Dicken,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.: 

With  the  cross  and  flame  going  up 
in  smoke  as  the  burning  cross  we 
may  need  to  redeem  our  tradition 
with  another  emblem  to  match  our 
heritage  and  our  mission.  Could  we 
incorporate  the  cross  with  the  warm 
heart  in  a  new  logo?  And,  perhaps, 
we  could  utilize  our  initials  “UMC” 
in  the  same  design.  I  enclose  a 
rough  sketch  of  one  possibility. 
Thanks  for  raising  the  concern— 
and  some  possibilities! 


FaithLine 


mean  extra  expense  for  everyone 
. . .  money  that  could  better  be 
spent  on  missions  of  the  church. 

Glenna  MacGregor,  Pasadena, 
Calif.:  I  would  favor  a  new  symbol 
being  adopted.  I’ve  never  cared  for 
the  red  flame  and  the  very  narrow 
lines  of  the  cross. 

Janice  Rogers,  Lindale,  Texas:  As 
a  new  Methodist,  I  fell  in  love  with 
the  logo  right  away.  It  reminded  me 
of  John  Wesley’s  experience  at  Al- 
dersgate  when  his  heart  was 
“strangely  warmed”  when  he  real¬ 
ized  he  was  saved. 

Dora  Green,  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.:  The  cross  and  flame  means 
much  to  me,  especially  after  reading 
the  opening  words  of  the  late  Rev. 
Ada  Duhigg’s  Easter  letter  of  1990: 
“Some  of  you  wonder  about  the 
meaning  of  our  United  Methodist 
Church  symbol.  The  cross,  of  course, 
means  the  sacrificial  death  of  Christ 
for  us.  The  two  flames  on  the  left  side 
represent  the  Holy  Spirit  burning  like 
a  flame  in  our  Christian  living.” 


Omar  L.  Baumann,  Houston,  Tex¬ 
as:  I  like  to  think  of  the  flame  as  a 
burning  desire  to  defend  the  cross. 
The  very  fact  that  the  KKK  used  it 
in  a  blasphemous  way  is  the  best 
reason  for  each  of  us  to  defend  our 
cross  and  flame. 

Merlin  Duke,  Bogalusa,  La.: 
About  two  years  ago  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  appointed  a  committee  to  see 
what  to  do  about  its  name  because 
of  the  David  Duke  presidential 
campaign.  The  committee  decided 
to  do  nothing.  Also  I  have  a  son 
whose  name  is  David  Duke,  but  he 
introduces  himself  as  the  “other” 
David  Duke.  Like  Duke  University, 
the  cross  and  flame  will  be  long  re¬ 
membered  after  the  notoriety 
passes.  This,  too,  will  pass. 

Shirley  Crump,  Omaha,  Neb.: 

Leave  our  United  Methodist  sym¬ 
bol  as  is.  It  is  symbolic  of  Acts  2:3. 

Neil  Irwin,  Climax,  N.Y.:  Our  de¬ 
nomination  has  enough  different 
things  going  on  in  it  that  it  needs  to 
maintain  some  unity,  especially  in 
our  symbol. 

David  Graham,  East  Peoria,  III.: 

The  United  Methodist  symbol  is 
one  of  the  most  dramatic  and  sim¬ 
ply  understood  symbols  I’ve  ever 
seen  representing  any  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  fire  speaks  of  God’s  pow¬ 
er  to  transform  human  lives,  and 
the  cross  has  always  been  the  sym¬ 
bol  of  shame  and  victory  at  the 
same  time.  No  other  two  symbols 
could  better  express  our  Wesleyan 
heritage  and  our  faith. 

Adele  A.  Littlejohn,  Albuquerque, 

N.M.:  Sadly,  I  recall  when  I  was  a 
child  in  the  northeast  that  the 
masked  Ku  Klux  Klan  held  a  ser¬ 
vice  in  our  church.  They  presented 
us  with  an  American  flag.  Some  of 
these  masked  men  were  members  of 
the  church.  Can  it  be  that  United 


Methodists  are  in  the  Klan  and 
have  taken  the  United  Methodist 
symbol  with  them?  Let  us  pray  that 
this  isn’t  the  case. 

Reta  and  Clem  Ware,  Midland, 

Texas:  Recently  we  were  on  the  is¬ 
land  of  Hawaii,  looking  for  a  place 
to  attend  worship.  Giving  up  our 
search  in  Kona,  we  took  a  road  to 
the  opposite  of  the  island.  In  a  tiny 
village  we  found  the  beloved  sym¬ 
bol.  Following  directions,  we  found 
a  small  UMC  on  a  hillside  over¬ 
looking  the  azure  Pacific  Ocean. 
Never  have  we  had  the  opportunity 
to  worship  in  a  more  beautiful 
place.  Without  the  beloved  symbol 
to  catch  our  eye,  we  would  have 
missed  this  wonderful  worship  ex¬ 
perience. 

Lorraine  M.  Weick,  Westchester, 
Ill.:  There  is  already  a  dangerous 
trend  among  us  to  move  away  from 
true  Christian  discipleship  toward 


individual  spirituality  of  one’s  own 
design  and  choosing.  Let’s  view  our 
symbol  as  a  testimony  to  the  true 
and  everlasting  faith  on  which  we 
were  founded. 

Joyce  Dodson,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Our  symbol  is  of  two  separate 
items,  a  flame  and  a  cross,  not  a 
burning  cross.  They  have  not  only 
scriptural  but  also  historical  signifi¬ 
cance  because  of  the  near  tragedy  in 
John  Wesley’s  childhood  when  he 
was  saved  from  a  burning  parson¬ 
age.  That  experience  eventually  re¬ 
sulted  in  Methodism. 

Chrystal  Hall,  Mansfield,  Texas: 

Being  only  14  years  old,  I’m  not 
aware  of  much  in  this  world,  but  I 
do  know  one  thing:  The  cross  and 
flame  symbol  is  Methodism.  For  as 
long  as  I  can  remember  it  was  there, 
and  I  have  grown  to  honor  and  re¬ 
spect  it  as  something  sacred  to  my 
church. 

Shirley  George,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

What  disturbs  me  is,  no  matter 
what  symbol  we  come  up  with,  an 
organization  that  doesn't  respect 
what  it  stands  for  can  use  it  in  a  de¬ 
rogatory  manner.  I  think  society  has 
reached  a  point  where  the  “good" 
are  backing  down  too  much  to  ap¬ 
pease  the  “bad”  in  our  society.  I’d 


Was  my  UMC  T-shirt 

Donna  Reagan,  Pulaski,  Tenn.: 

Recently  two  loosely  aligned  hate 
groups  under  KKK  and  Nazi  ban¬ 
ners  marched  on  our  street.  I  was 
concerned  about  a  friend  who  was 
observing  the  proceedings  and  I  de¬ 
cided  to  walk  up  to  the  square  and 
see  if  everything  was  OK. 

Knowing  that  the  police,  the  FBI 
and  other  law  enforcement  agencies 
would  be  there,  I  decided  to  wear  my 
bright-blue  T-shirt  with  the  12-inch 
cross  and  flame — the  flame’s  bright 


Our  Sunday  school 
class  says  . . . 

Gladys  H.  McGrath,  Pottstown, 
Pa.:  The  elementary  students  of 
Temple  UMC  Sunday  School  dis¬ 
cussed  the  Methodist  symbol  in 
their  class  Feb.  7.  The  following 
page  is  their  sincere  thoughts  for 
your  consideration,  knowing  their 
honest  feelings. 

Diana  Levengood,  age  11:  I  feel 
that  if  you  change  the  symbol  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  but 
not  dramatically,  people  would  ad¬ 
just  to  it. 

Laura  Levengood,  age  9:  I  favor 
that  we  keep  the  symbol  because  it 
is  the  symbol  of  the  UMC. 

Staci  Griffiths,  age  8:  I  do  favor 
our  symbol. . .  .It  was  even  built  be-  • 
fore  I  was  born. 


hate  to  lose  our  symbol;  I  think  it’s 
beautiful  and  very  appropriate. 

Jeane  F.  Wood,  Los  Osos,  Calif.: 
[Our  symbol]  truly  represents  us  as 
the  body  of  Christ.  If  it  becomes 
necessary  to  defend  our  symbol,  I’m  : 
convinced  that  through  that  pro¬ 
cess,  unchurched  people  will  recog¬ 
nize  our  mission  to  carry  the 
Gospel  to  all  people. 


mistaken  for  KKK? 

red — so  that  I  wouldn’t  be  mistaken  : 
for  one  of  the  demonstrators. 

The  next  day  I  read  about  the 
hate  groups'  use  of  our  symbol.  I  • 
felt  extremely  uncomfortable  when 
I  realized  that  people  [at  the  march]  . 
may  have  identified  me  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  one  of  these  groups.  While  ■ 
the  logo  is  a  fine  symbol  and  I’m  • 
proud  to  use  it — I’ll  keep  my  T-  . 
shirt — I’m  definitely  not  going  to 
wear  the  symbol  the  next  time  the 
crazies  show  up  in  Pulaski. 


We  must  respect  the  diversity 
of  one  another's  faith  struggles 


By  PAMELA  S.  BRAKHAGE 

Diversity  is  a  funny  word  in  our 
denomination.  It  skirts  the  edge  of 
orthodoxy  and  seduces  some  into 
affirming  that  all  beliefs  achieved 
through  prayer  and  the  indwelling 
of  the  Spirit  are  good. 

Yet,  we  have  the  Wesleyan  Quad¬ 
rilateral  as  a  means  of  testing  pre¬ 
cisely  those  beliefs,  a  testing 
recommended  by  Scripture.  Each  of 
us  has  known  pastors  who  were 
more  worthy  of  respect  than  others, 
pastors  who  have  been  rigorous  in 
their  pursuit  of  truth,  social  justice 
and  a  disciplined  way. 

Created  unique  beings 

As  I  read  articles  that  speak  of 
clergywomen  as  some  amorphous 
class  of  clones,  I  wonder  at  the  gener¬ 
alizations  and  the  hostility  expressed. 

We  are  created  unique  beings  by 
our  loving  parent,  redeemed  by  the 
sacrifices  of  a  Saving  Lord,  and  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  comfort  and  care  of 
the  companion  spirit.  Jesus  loved 
each  of  us,  and  it  is  a  doctrine  of 
faith  that  had  only  one  sinned,  he 
would  have  died  to  save  that  one. 


The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new 
readers  some  950  families  of  St. 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.  (Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference). 

This  congregation  is  the  latest  to 
join  others  among  the  UMR  family 
of  more  than  423,000  subscribers. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  we  say,  “Welcome  aboard."  We 
hope  you'll  find  the  Reporter  inter- 


Here  I  Stand 

Dr.  Pamela  S. 

Brakhage  is  a  local 
pastor  serving  lllmo 
United  Methodist 
Church/  Scott  City, 

Missouri  (Missouri 
Bast  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


We  sing  “Jesus  loves  me,  this  I 
know”  on  Sunday  morning,  but  af¬ 
ter  the  age  of  confirmation,  we  of¬ 
ten  lose  this  sense  of  individuation 
of  his  love  and  grace. 

We  are  separate  individuals,  each 
molded  by  our  genes,  by  our  gifts, 
and  by  our  experiences.  As  such, 
how  can  we  all  be  participants  in  an 
identical  faith? 

I  affirm  that  we  cannot.  Male  or 
female,  woman  or  man,  we  are  all 
different,  and  yet  the  same  in  God’s 
love. 

And  so  I  have  been  led  to  write  this 
as  a  response  to  articles  and  letters  in 
the  Reporter  which  say  “clergywomen 
believe”  or  “clergywomen  practice” 


esting  and  informative.  We  also  hope 
you’ll  join  with  other  readers  in  re¬ 
sponding  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  “Here  I 
Stand,”  “My  Witness,”  and  “Faith¬ 
Line.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say,  “Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.” 


when  those  beliefs  or  practices  are 
somewhat  less  than  orthodox. 

An  implication  of  the  letters  is 
that  all  male  clergy  are  orthodox 
and  all  female  clergy  are  not.  Please 
do  not  accept  that  hidden  agenda. 

As  pastors,  we  all  are  called  to 
struggle  with  our  own  beliefs,  so  thal 
we  are  better  able  to  help  our  flock  in 
their  spiritual  struggles.  In  this  wres¬ 
tling  with  good  and  evil,  with  truth 
and  falsehood,  we  are  promised  the 
victory  if  we  continue  faithfully. 

Not  promised  infallibility 

We  are  not  promised  immediate 
insights,  freedom  from  the  occa¬ 
sional  delusion,  nor  infallibility.  All 
of  us,  clergy  and  laity,  have  had  mo¬ 
ments  of  spiritual  drought  or  delu¬ 
sion,  but  we  keep  on. 

Logic  cannot  be  replaced  by  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  Spirit.  Neither  can 
Scripture  be  superseded  by  tradition. 
They  all  work  together  to  guide  us, 
and  to  help  us  to  support  our  people. 

Whenever  anyone,  male  or  fe¬ 
male,  bishop  or  local  pastor,  clergy 
or  laity,  allows  one  area  of  faith  to 
override  the  others,  an  imbalance 
results.  We  need  faith,  work,  study 
and  reason — all  of  them  together 
and  over  all  the  abiding  grace  of  oui 
Lord,  if  we  are  to  bear  fruits. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand, "  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscript. 
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What  others 
are  saying 


“All  are  sinners.  But  by  stand¬ 
ing  on  God’s  promises  and  con¬ 
fessing  and  repenting  of  our  sins, 
we  can  choose  life  for  ourselves. 
And  perhaps  we  can  help  others 
to  choose  life,  through  God’s  sav¬ 
ing  grace.” 

— United  Methodist  laywoman 
Lillian  D.  Sheets,  Denver,  Colo. 

*  *  * 


“There  is  a  cauldron  of  seething 
resentment  in  America  and  antago¬ 
nisms  that  are 
deeply  troubling. 
There  is  a  yearn¬ 
ing  for  hope  on 
the  part  of  mil¬ 
lions,  but  there 
is  also  a  continu¬ 
ing  malice  on 
the  part  of  oth¬ 
ers.  It’s  a  troubling  mix.” 


— Television  commentator  Bill 
Moyers. 


*  *  * 


“Suddenly  I  realized  I  was  very 
willing  to  confess  all  the  sins  of  the 
world  in  regard  to  why  we  have 
poverty  and  hunger,  but  in  the 
midst  of  all  that  confessing  I 
wasn’t  ready  or  willing  to  do  much 
about  my  money  and  lifestyle.  I 
had  made  a  profound  statement 
that  previous  evening.  At  the  of¬ 
fering  I  had  given  the  huge  sum 
of  the  two  one-dollar  bills  I  had 
in  my  wallet.  I  couldn’t  part  with 
a  ten  or  a  twenty.” 

— The  Rev.  Phillip  M.  Polhemus, 
Concord,  N.H. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Humble  yourselves  before  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  exalt  you.”  (NRSVJ 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  Thessalonians  5:18) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  7 
Monday:  Psalms  121:1-2 
Tuesday:  Psalms  121:3-8 
Wednesday:  Genesis  12:1 
Thursday:  Genesis  12:2-4a 
Friday:  Romans  4: 1  -5 
Saturday:  Romans  4: 1 3-1 7 
Sunday:  John  3:1-17 


This  little  light  of  ours, 
we're  gonna  let  it  shine 


I  came  under  conviction  on  one 
point  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  and  the 
letters  excerpted  above  reinforce 
that  conviction. 

The  conviction  is  this:  The  spiritual 
known  as  “This  Little  Light  of  Mine” 
comes  as  near  as  any  text  I  know  to 
defining  the  duty  of  a  newspaper  and. 
more  specifically,  of  its  editor. 

It’s  clearer  than  ever  to  me  that 
what  we  do  with  the  Reporter  each 
week  is  shine  a  little  light  for  the 
church  and  sometimes  on  the 
church. 

Sometimes  it’s  the  light  of  an  edito¬ 
rial  position  on  a  controversial  topic. 
Sometimes,  as  above,  it’s  the  collec¬ 
tive  light  of  readers'  opinions.  More 
often  it’s  the  light  of  a  news  report 
telling  either  some  good  news  or  some 
not-so-good  news  about  the  church. 

And  at  any  given  time  all  those 
“lights”  may  come  together  into  a 
virtual  flame  generating  both  light 
and  heat. 

I  agree  with  those  respondents 
above  who  say  we  should  not  only 
keep  our  official  United  Methodist 
cross-and-flame  symbol  but  we 
should  use  it  more  openly,  more 
creatively,  more  proudly,  yes,  even 
more  assertively. 

What  we  United  Methodists  are 
doing,  whether  via  the  light  of  one 
newspaper  column  or  via  the  light 
and  heat  of  the  cross-and-flame 
logo,  is  obeying  an  instruction  from 


Letter 

from  the 

Editor 

John  A.  Lovelace 


the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  As  re¬ 
corded  in  Matthew  5,  that  instruc¬ 
tion  said,  in  part: 

"You  are  the  light  of  the  world 
No  one  makes  a  light  to  hide  under  a 
basket  but  to  put  on  a  lampstand  to 
give  light  to  all  that  are  in  the  house  ' 
.  .  .  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  ■ 
people  that  they  will  see  your  good 
works  and  glorify  your  Father  in  the  ' 
heavens. " 

As  if  more  justification  were  •_ 
needed  for  letting  our  light  shine, 
we  are  both  inheritors  and  preserv¬ 
ers  of  the  tradition  of  this  145-year- 
old  newspaper  as  an  independent 
churchwide  voice. 

The  one  who  bears  the  light — be 
it  the  flame  of  a  torch  or  the  tiny 
point  of  a  penlight — also  bears  a 
great  responsibility  to  light  the  way. 
That’s  what  we  at  the  Reporter  try 
to  do,  energized  by  the  old 
spiritual’s  final  verse: 

"Everywhere  l  go,  I'm  gonna  let  it 
shine. ...” 


The  Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service  has  professional 
personnel,  skilled  in  fundraising,  who  are  here  for  you...  “We 


Call  them  to  achieve  increased  giving  for: 

•  annual  operating  budgets 

•  mission  outreach 

•  capital  funds  to  build  or  renovate 
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Write  or  Phone: 

The  Office  of  Finance  &  Field  Service 
General  Board  ol  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 
(212)  870-3837 


exceeded 
our  gifts 
and pledges 
...A  definite 
success!” 

— Mrs.  Judy  Brady 
Wesley  United 
Meihodi.se  Church 
Harlingen,  ’I’X 
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'SAVE  THE  CITIES':  United  Methodist 
the  Rev.  German  Acevedo-Delgado  is  one  of  a 
group  of  clergy  from  across  the  country  who 
have  challenged  the  Clinton  administration  and 
U.S.  Congress  to  address  problems  of  U.S.  cit¬ 
ies.  Mr.  Acevedo-Delgado  joined  the  Rev.  Joan 
B.  Campbell,  general  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  in 
the  statement,  following  the  president’s  Feb.  17 
speech  on  the  economy.  The  suggestions  were 
based  on  answers  to  the  NCC  from  100  church 
executives  nationwide.  Mr.  German  Acevedo- 
Delgado  of  Perth  Amboy,  N.J.,  is  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  MARCHA,  the  caucus  of  Hispanic 
United  Methodists. 

ECONOMIC  CRISIS:  United  Methodist 

Carol  Barton  says  that  an  economic  crisis  has 
severely  affected  the  people  and  the  church  in 
Argentina.  A  specialist  in  economic  justice  is¬ 
sues,  she  worked  the  past  year  outside  Buenos 
Aires  at  an  ecumenical  center  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  She  said  massive  unemployment  re¬ 
sulting  from  factory  closings  has  resulted  in  a 
focus  on  survival  to  the  exclusion  of  other  con¬ 
cerns.  The  desperate  economic  situation  has  led 
to  a  wave  of  suicides,  particularly  among  pen¬ 
sioners,  according  to  Ms.  Barton. 

SHIFT  AID  TO  ISRAEL:  The  Rev  Joe 
Hale,  staff  executive  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  is  recommending  to  President  Clinton 
that  the  $3  billion  in  U.S.  aid  given  annually  to  Is¬ 
rael  be  redirected  for  use  at  home.  In  his  Feb.  22 
letter  to  the  president,  Dr.  Hale,  fresh  from  a  visit 
to  Israel,  calls  the  aid  “obsolete  and  unnecessary” 
because  of  changing  world  situations.  With  this 
U.S.  aid,  Dr.  Hale  said,  the  State  of  Israel  has 
turned  the  West  Bank  into  an  “armed  ghetto.” 

EPISCOPALIANS  GROW:  For  the 

second  year  in  a  row,  the  Episcopal  Church  has 
registered  a  slight  membership  gain,  bucking  the 
steady  25-year  decline  in  membership  among 
mainline  Protestant  denominations.  According 
to  church  officials,  total  baptized  membership 
increased  by  about  23,000  between  1990  and 
1991,  from  2,448,772  to  2,471,880. 

PRAYER  SOCIETY  HEAD:  The  Rev 

Garrett  Clanton,  rector  of  an  Episcopal  congre¬ 
gation  in  Quincy,  Ill.,  has  been  chosen  to  head  a 
traditionalist  organization  that  works  with  disafr 
fected  Episcopalians  inside  the  church.  The  Flori¬ 
da-based  Prayer  Book  Society  is  supported  by 
traditionalist  Episcopalians  who  want  to  keep 
alive  use  of  the  1928  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

PRESIDENT  CHOSEN:  The  Rev.  David 

G.  Schmiel,  director  of  theological  education  of 
the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  in  St. 
Louis,  has  been  chosen  to  succeed  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  D.  Preus  as  president  of  the  synod’s  Concor¬ 
dia  Theological  Seminary  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
His  selection  comes  after  several  years  of  strife 
in  the  school  and  in  the  2.6  million-member  de¬ 
nomination  that  began  when  the  seminary’s  re¬ 
gents  “honorably  retired”  Dr.  Preus  against  his 
will  in  1989. 

WANT  RAPE  PUNISHED:  Two  agen¬ 
cies  within  Reform  Judaism  said  recently  they 
have  launched  a  drive  to  to  include  rape  as  a 
punishable  war  crime  under  the  Geneva  Con¬ 
vention.  The  two  groups — the  Commission  on 
Social  Action  of  Reform  Judaism  and  the  Wom¬ 
en  of  Reform  Judaism-National  Federation  of 
Temple  Sisterhoods — are  also  in  favor  of  con¬ 
vening  an  international  tribunal  to  bring  alleged 
rapists  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  to  justice. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Andrew:  All-time-high  relief  amid  delays 


Six  months  after  Hurricane 
Andrew  demolished  127  square 
miles  of  South  Florida,  the  resi¬ 
dent  United  Methodist  bishop 
admits  things  are  still  tough. 

The  church’s  relief  efforts  were 
“fraught  with  pitfalls  and  diffi¬ 
culties  at  every  turn,"  Bishop  H. 
Hasbrouck  Hughes  Jr.  told  the 
Reporter. 

A  weeks-long  investigation  by 
the  Reporter  has  shown  that 
United  Methodist  volunteers 
who  streamed  into  Florida  to 


help  with  recovery  efforts  ran 
into  massive  red  tape  in  the  form 
of  building  codes  and  inspections 
which  led  to  long  delays. 

Despite  the  difficulties,  howev¬ 
er,  the  greatest  amount  of  volun- 
teers,  supplies  and  food  in 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  history  descended  on  Flor¬ 
ida,  said  the  Rev.  Kenneth  R. 
Lutgen  Jr.,  head  of  the  church¬ 
wide  relief  agency. 

Among  other  roles  in  the  An¬ 
drew  recovery,  UMCOR  has 


been  an  adviser  to  disaster  coor¬ 
dinators  in  the  church’s  Miami 
District  offices  in  Coral  Gables. 

However,  many  volunteers 
from  across  the  church  report 
they  returned  home  angry  and 
frustrated. 

Reasons  for  their  frustations 
are  many. 

The  sheer  scope  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion  made  organization  difficult. 
Six  months  after  the  storm, 
mounds  of  rubble  “30  feet  high 
and  600  football  fields  long,”  as 


Hurricane  Andrew's  fury  re¬ 
duced  entire  neighborhoods 
to  rubble.  Six  months  later, 
mounds  of  rubble  "30  feet 
high  and  600  football  fields 
long"  remain  along  streets 
and  roadways,  according  to 
one  Florida  United  Methodist 
communicator  the  Rev.  Tom 
Hughes.  Thousands  of  United 
Methodist  volunteers  have 
come  to  Florida  to  help  with 
the  recovery  efforts.  At  bot¬ 
tom,  a  volunteer  and  a  storm 
victim  work  side  by  side  to  re¬ 
pair  the  victim’s  roof. 

PHOTOS  BV  LARRY  ACTON 


Forecast :  More  hurricanes 


Amid  ominous  predictions  of 
increased  hurricane  activity  for 
1  993,  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  entire  nine-state  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  plans  to  be 
better  prepared  than  it  was  for 
1992’s  Hurricane  Andrew. 

“We  just  didn’t  know  how  to  get 
ready  for  this,”  the  Rev.  Tom  Cur¬ 
tis  told  the  Reporter,  referring  to 
the  destruction  following  Andrew. 

Mr.  Curtis  is  head  of  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction’s  Volunteers- 
in-Mission  office  in  Atlanta. 


A  plan  is  being  made  available 
to  all  of  the  jurisdiction’s  annual 
(regional)  conferences,  he  said. 

“We  cannot  afford  to  be  as  ill- 
prepared  as  we  were  for  Hurri¬ 
canes  Hugo  (1989)  and  Andrew,” 
he  said.  “The  forecasts  are  really 
frightening.” 

The  1 993  forecasts  for  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean  basin  were  made  by 
William  M.  Gray,  an  atmospher¬ 
ic  scientist  at  Colorado  State 
University. 

According  to  a  spokesman  at 


the  National  Hurricane  Center  in 
Miami,  Dr.  Gray  is  well  respect¬ 
ed  in  this  field. 

Dr.  Gray  predicts  six  hurri¬ 
canes  (winds  of  74  miles  per  hour 
or  greater)  and  three  intense  hur¬ 
ricanes  (winds  of  1 1 1  miles  per 
hour  or  greater)  in  the  Atlantic 
during  1993  with  destruction  po¬ 
tential  more  than  twice  as  great 
as  the  storms  of  1992. 

The  forecast  does  not  predict 
when  or  where  the  hurricanes 
will  strike. 


one  observer  descibes  it,  still  line 
the  streets  and  roadways. 

In  addition,  for  months  after  the 
storm,  officials  in  Dade  County 
(Miami)  couldn’t  agree  on  what 
volunteers  would  be  allowed  to 
do,  said  the  Rev.  Anne  Burk¬ 
holder,  coordinator  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  disaster  relief  office. 

In  part,  county  officials  want¬ 
ed  to  protect  local  homeowners, 
and,  in  part  they  wanted  to  pro¬ 
tect  for-hire  contractors,  she  said. 

Between  Aug.  24  and  Dec.  15, 
she  said,  countywide  building 
codes  and  requirements  changed 
eight  times.  Between  Dec.  15  and 
Jan.  15,  the  procedures  for  vol¬ 
unteers  were  changed  four  times. 

Had  to  cooperate 

Regardless  of  the  delays,  Dr. 
Burkholder  said  she  felt  it  was 
important  to  work  closely  with 
the  officials. 

“We  could  have  jeopardized 
our  entire  program  and  could 
have  been  fined  or  shut  down  by 
the  county,”  she  said,  “if  we  had 
started  permanent  rebuilding  by 
circumventing  the  required  pro¬ 
cedures. 

“Volunteer  work  on  insured 
property  could  jeopardize  the 
owner’s  claim  to  insurance,”  she 
added. 

Also,  by  the  district’s  interpre¬ 
tation  of  UMCOR  guidelines 
volunteer  work  teams  could  only 
be  assigned  to  “the  poorest  of  the 
poor.” 

But  the  “poorest  of  the  poor” 
usually  don’t  have  homes  to  re¬ 
pair  or  yards  to  clean  up,”  Dr. 
Burkholder  said.  They  are,  or 
were,  renters. 

Sixty  percent  of  the  pre-hurri¬ 
cane  South  Florida  population 
lived  in  mobile  homes  (most  of 
which  were  destroyed),  rental 
houses  or  apartments. 

“A  tremendous  amount  of 
rental  property  was  destroyed,” 
she  said,  “and  we  can’t  work  on 
rental  property.” 

Tenants  evicted 

New  tenants  of  damaged 
apartments  are  being  evicted  so 
the  apartment  buildings  can  be 
renovated. 

The  evictions  are  adding  to  a 
burgeoning  homeless  population 
of  some  175,000  people. 

Following  a  personal  inspec¬ 
tion  there,  Mr.  Lutgen  told  of 
meeting  one  young  woman  in  her 
ninth  month  of  pregnancy  who 
was  being  evicted  and  had  no 
place  to  go. 

"Shall  1  have  my  baby  in  the 
■streets?”  she  asked. 

Mr.  Lutgen  said  he  had  no  an¬ 
swer  for  her. 

The  church’s  Florida  disaster 
coordinators  are  working  with  oth¬ 
er  faith  groups  to  set  up  a  Com¬ 
munity  Development  Corporation 
which  will  provide  affordable 
housing  as  soon  as  possible. 

Middle  and  upper-income  peo¬ 
ple  are  suffering,  too.  Many  are 
still  “living  in  their  front  yards,” 
as  one  pastor  put  it. 

Dr.  Burkholder  said  that  people 
with  any  measurable  financial 
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means  are  not  qualified  to  receive 
help  from  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency,  American 
Red  Cross  and  other  relief  groups, 
yet  they  are  decimated. 

An  additional  problem  was 
that  many  insurance  companies 
folded  under  the  load  of  post-An¬ 
drew  claims.  This  left  many  in¬ 
sured  families  not  only  with  their 
homes  damaged  or  destroyed  but 
with  little  financial  help  in  re¬ 
storing  them. 

To  help  these  families,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Miami  District  set 
up  programs  of  counseling,  pasto¬ 
ral  care  and  advocacy  for  insured 
homeowners  with  special  needs, 
Dr.  Burkholder  said. 

United  Methodist  volunteers 
from  around  the  country  who 
have  helped  with  all  relief  pro¬ 
grams  are  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  victims,  says  Charles  Pearce, 
a  member  of  Silver  Palm  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Once  a  week,  Mr.  Pearce  goes 
to  a  United  Methodist  camp¬ 
ground  near  Homestead,  one  of 
the  hardest-hit  towns.  The  Mi¬ 
ami  District,  with  the  help  of 
many  volunteers,  turned  the  site 
into  a  camp  able  to  house  up  to 
1 20  volunteers  a  week. 

At  the  camp,  Mr.  Pearce  tells 
volunteers  what  it’s  like  to  be  a 
storm  victim.  Then  he  thanks 
them  for  their  work. 

He  said  he  is  impressed  with 
the  volunteers  because  “to  a  per¬ 
son  they  say  something  like  ‘We 
just  couldn’t  stay  away.  The  Lord 
just  put  it  on  our  heart  to  come 
down  here.’  ” 

Some  had  little  to  do 

While  many  volunteers  report 
very  good  experiences  in  working 
with  the  district  coordinators  in 
Florida,  others  report  frustation 
and  disappointment,  particularly 
when  they  had  little  to  do  or  were 
not  used  at  all. 

Among  the  volunteers  were 
South  Carolina  survivors  of 
1 989’s  Hurricane  Hugo,  some  of 
whom  were  disappointed  at  not 
being  able  to  apply  the  skills  they 
learned  from  their  experience  to 
Andrew  recovery. 

Dr.  Burkholder  and  others  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  many  mistakes 
were  made,  especially  early  in  the 
crisis  stage.  But,  she  said,  they 
were  trying  to  learn  from  their 
mistakes  and  move  on. 

Lynette  Fields,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  National  Division  mission¬ 
ary  assigned  to  coordinate 
volunteers  from  all  across  the 
church,  said,  “I  was  over  my 
head  from  the  beginning.” 

But,  she  continued,  “I  was  do¬ 
ing  the  best  I  could  in  a  very, 
very  difficult  situation.” 


Dollars  to  Disaster 

How  do  our  donations  get  to  Florida  relief  sites? 


United  Methodist  congregations  across  the  denomination 
responded  to  Hurricane  Andrew's  devastation  by  donating  over 
$8.9  million  for  relief  efforts  in  Louisiana  and  Florida.  Each  local 
church's  dollar  is  forwarded  by  the  conference  treasurer  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  in  New  York  City. 
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In  the  case  of  Florida,  UMCOR,  the 
churchwide  relief  agency,  releases  funds 
to  the  conference.  The  conference 
treasurer  directs  the  funds  to  the  Miami 
District  and  that  district's  disaster  relief 
coordinators. 


Disaster  Coordinators 

Mobile  homes 
for  pastors 

$150,000 

Communications 

[  $22,812 

Food 

distribution 

$8,746 

v  _ y 

Rebuilding 

$119,098 

Florida  has  budgeted  nearly  $4.5 
million  for  the  next  two  years.  As 
of  press  time,  more  than  $463,000 
has  been  distributed  by  the  district 
committee  for  the  following: 


Direct  aid 

$115,057 


Pastoral  care 
and  children 

$14,456 


Administration 

$33,641 
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Pack  your  patience  with  your  hammer 


Your  help  is  needed  to  rebuild 
South  Florida  after  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew,  Miami  District  disaster  per¬ 
sonnel  say. 

But  pack  your  patience  along 
with  your  hammer  if  you’re  plan¬ 
ning  to  go  there.  You’ll  need  both. 

Building  codes  are  extremely  com¬ 
plex  and  time  consuming,  work-team 
coordinator  Lynette  Fields  told  the 
Reporter.  Building  permits  are  need¬ 
ed  for  every  aspect  of  construction, 
and  inspection  can  be — or  at  least 
seem  to  be — interminable. 

For  example,  each  roof  replace¬ 
ment  has  to  have  three  inspections, 
she  said:  Once  when  the  plywood  is 
put  down,  next  when  the  tarpaper 
or  felt  covering  is  put  on  the  ply¬ 
wood,  and  finally  when  the  shingles 
are  nailed  down. 

There  can  be  a  lot  of  sitting  on 
your  hands — for  hours  or  days — 
while  you  wait  for  an  inspection  so 
you  can  go  to  the  next  step. 

Virginia  Miller,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  executive, 
said  the  Florida  procedures  are  the 
most  complicated  she  has  seen  in  her 
1 5  years  with  the  relief  agency. 

One  reason  for  the  complicated 
codes,  Ms.  Fields  said,  is  to  try  to 
ensure  that  such  wide-scale  destruc¬ 
tion  doesn’t  happen  again. 

Alleged  lax  building  codes  and  in¬ 
spections  have  been  blamed  for 


"If  we  fail  a  lot  of  inspections,  we'll  have  a  harder 
time  getting  permits  to  work." 

 — Lynette  Fields 


much  damage  that  Andrew  did,  Ms. 
Fields  said.  Thus  building  inspec¬ 
tors  and  others  in  charge  are  leery 
of  being  held  responsible  for  work 
done  by  volunteers. 

‘‘[Volunteers]  really  have  to 
prove  to  inspectors  that  we  do  good 
work,”  she  said.  “If  we  fail  a  lot  of 
inspections,  we’ll  have  a  harder 
time  getting  permits  to  work.” 

The  Rev.  Larry  Acton,  United 
Methodist  Volunteers-in-Mission 
coordinator  from  the  Oklahoma 
Conference,  says  it  is  important  for 
Christians  to  abide  by  the  codes 
whether  they  like  them  or  not. 


Mr.  Acton  will  have  taken  40 
work  teams  to  Louisiana  and  Flori¬ 
da  before  the  year  is  out.  he  said. 

“The  important  thing  is  to  remem¬ 
ber  your  purpose,”  he  said,  “which  is 
to  share  Christ's  love.  Go  with  a  ‘ser- 
vant-of-Christ’  mentality." 

In  the  end  it  is  worth  it,  Mr.  Acton 
said,  because  many  victims  are  grate¬ 
ful  that  people  cared  enough  to  come. 


“I  will  never  forget,”  Mr.  Acton 
continued,  “the  black  man,  who,  af¬ 
ter  the  volunteers  came  off  his  roof, 
jumped  and  clicked  his  heels  and 
said,  “For  the  first  time  in  seven 
weeks,  when  it  rains  tonight,  I  won’t 
have  to  cover  myself  with  plastic.” 

For  more  information  about 
scheduling  a  work  team  in  Florida, 
call  Lynette  Fields,  305-669-0772. 


UMCOR  kelps,  but  policy  is  local 


Is  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  running  the  church's 
Hurricane  Andrew  relief  efforts  in 
Florida? 

No.  UMCOR  always  works  in  an 
advisory  capacity  with  the  affected 
conferences  and  districts  following 
a  disaster. 

In  Florida,  Bishop  H.  Hasbrouck 
Hughes  authorized  Miami  District 
Superintendent  David  Brewer  to 
head  the  church’s  overall  efforts  to 
help  Andrew’s  victims. 

Mr.  Brewer  appointed  the  Rev. 
Anne  Burkholder,  head  of  Miami 
Urban  Ministries,  to  coordinate  de¬ 


tails  of  the  re¬ 
sponse  from  the 
Miami  District  of¬ 
fices  in  Coral  Ga¬ 
bles,  near  the 
disaster  area. 

Bishops  Hughes 
told  the  Reporter 


«nne  DurKnoiaer 


cials  came  to  F 
ida  immediately  after  the  storm  : 
advised  the  Miami  District  how 
set  up  food  distribution,  wi 
teams,  counseling  services  and  cl 
care. 

In  addition,  UMCOR  enlists  s 


daily  trained  volunteers  from  around 
the  country  who  come  into  disaster 
areas  to  offer  help  where  needed. 

Individual  United  Methodists 
and  local  congregations  throughout 
the  church  send  donations  through 
their  conference  treasurers  to  UM¬ 
COR.  These  may  be  either  general¬ 
ized  disaster  or  specific  local 
response  gifts. 

Funds  are  made  available  to  the 
disaster  area  by  request  from  the 
area  bishop's  office.  The  annual 
conference  thus  becomes  account¬ 
able  to  UMCOR  for  the  way  funds 
are  spent. 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

FAVOR  MOVE:  The  executive  committee 
of  the  church’s  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  has 
joined  other  United  Methodist  groups  favoring 
moving  the  denomination’s  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference  from  Denver.  This  is  in  protest  of  legis¬ 
lation  adopted  last  November  in  Colorado 
which  struck  down  ordinances  in  three  cities 
specifically  protecting  civil  rights  of  homosex¬ 
ual  people.  The  committee’s  action  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  full  commission  at  its 
semi-annual  meeting  April  15-19. 

TOP  SERVICE  AWARDS:  The  (United 
Methodist)  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in 
Tyrone,  Pa.,  received  the  award  for  distin¬ 
guished  service  by  a  local  congregation  recently 
at  the  53rd  annual  convention  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  in  Anaheim,  Calif.  The  national  net¬ 
work  of  United  Methodist-related  geriatric, 
child-treatment  and  hospital  organizations  also 
honored  Ann  Hackleman  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  as 
volunteer  of  the  year  and  named  the  Auxiliary 
of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  and 
Youth,  Macon,  Ga.,  volunteer  group  of  the 
year. 

MINISTRY  PANEL:  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Janies  Mase  Ault,  74,  of  Fo- 
gelsville.  Pa.,  has  agreed  to 
staff  the  ministry  study  be¬ 
ing  conducted  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops.  The  council’s  com¬ 
mittee  to  study  the  church’s 
ministry  is  chaired  by  Bish¬ 
op  David  J.  Lawson  (Illinois 
Area).  For  more  than  20 
years.  United  Methodism  Bishop  Ault 
has  had  a  series  of  commissions  studying  the  or¬ 
dering  of  ministry,  but  so  far  it  has  failed  to 
achieve  consensus  on  proposals  for  significant 
change.  The  church’s  1992  General  Conference 
referred  the  issue  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
asked  it  to  bring  recommendations  to  the  1996 
General  Conference. 

SOCIAL  ACTIONS:  The  national  board 
of  directors  of  the  unofficial  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action  took  two  actions  related 
to  homosexual  issues  at  its  recent  meeting  in 
Philadelphia.  The  group  called  on  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  which 
meets  March  11-14  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  to  sup¬ 
port  relocation  of  the  1996  General  Conference 
away  from  the  planned  Denver  site  (spe  related 
item  at  right).  Caucus  leaders  also  supported  di¬ 
alogue  with  the  Division  of  United  Methodist 
Men  regarding  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  poli¬ 
cy  that  prohibits  gay  men  from  being  Scout 
leaders. 

BOARD  CHAIR:  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Alfred  L.  Norris  (Albuquerque  Area)  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
for  Gulfside  United  Methodist  Assembly  in 
Waveland,  Miss.  The  140-acre  retreat  center 
has  served  black  United  Methodists  of  the 
Southeastern  and  South  Central  Jurisdictions 
for  six  decades. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  NAMED:  Albert  j. 

Alvarez  has  been  named  vice  president  of  uni¬ 
versity  relations  at  United  Methodist-related 
Alaska  Pacific  University  in  Anchorage.  He  will 
be  responsible  for  all  phases  of  the  university’s 
fundraising,  public  relations  and  communica¬ 
tions  programs. 


Colorado  UMs'  anti-move  unity  disputed 

Du  rVUTUIA  D  ACTIC  — ^ ^ 

Here  are  Amendment  2,  'clarifying'  proposal  texts 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Leading  Colorado  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  not  as  unified  as  earlier 
news  reports  indicated  over  wheth¬ 
er  to  move  the  denomination’s 
1 996  General  Conference  from 
Denver  as  a  means  of  protest  over 
a  controversial  Colorado  law. 

Amid  that  disagreement,  how¬ 
ever,  some  United  Methodists 
are  among  Colorado  citizens  who 
have  proposed  legislation  to  su¬ 
persede  Colorado’s  new  (1992) 
amendment. 

Amendment  2,  whose  constitu¬ 
tionality  is  being  weighed  by  a 
Colorado  state  court,  invalidates 
ordinances  in  three  Colorado  cit¬ 
ies  providing  civil  rights  protec¬ 
tion  to  homosexual  people. 

Supporting  move 

Last  week.  United  Methodist 
laywoman  Sally  B.  Geis  announced 
her  support  for  moving  the  1996 
General  Conference  from  Denver. 

Dr.  Geis,  a  sociologist,  directs 
the  Iliff  Institute  for  Lay  and 
Clergy  Education.  She  served  on 
the  1988-92  churchwide  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  Homosexuality. 

In  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  Bishop  Mel¬ 
vin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco 
Area),  she  identified  herself  as  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer- 


Here  is  the  text  of  Colorado’s  Amendment  2: 

"Be  it  Enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Colorado: 

"Article  2,  of  the  Colorado  Constitution  is  amended  by  the  addition  of  Section  30, 
which  shall  state  as  follows: 

"NO  PROTECTED  STATUS  BASED  ON  HOMOSEXUAL,  LESBIAN  OR  BISEXUAL  ORIEN¬ 
TATION. 

"Neither  the  State  of  Colorado,  through  any  of  its  branches  or  departments,  nor  any  of 
its  agencies,  political  subdivisions,  municipalities  or  school  districts,  shall  enact,  adopt  or 
enforce  any  statute,  regulation,  ordinance  or  policy  whereby  homosexual,  lesbian  or  bisex¬ 
ual  orientation,  conduct,  practices  or  relationships  shall  constitute  or  otherwise  be  the  ba¬ 
sis  of,  or  entitle  any  person  or  class  of  persons  to  have  or  claim  any  minority  status  quota 
preferences,  protected  status  or  claim  of  discrimination.  This  Section  of  the  Constitution 
shall  be  in  all  respects  self-executing.” 


The  corresponding  sections  of  the 
are  as  follows: 


’clarifying”  proposal  by  "Come  Together  Colorado" 


“No  Special  Rights  or  Discrimination  in  Employment,  Housing  and  Public  Accom¬ 
modations  Based  on  Soxual  Oriontation. 

"Prohibition  of  Discrimination.  Neither  the  State  of  Colorado  nor  any  of  its  political 
subdivisions  shall  discriminate  against  any  person  or  group  of  persons  in  matters  of  em¬ 
ployment,  housing  or  public  accommodation  based  upon  sexual  orientation. 

“Prohibition  of  Special  Rights.  Neither  the  State  of  Colorado  nor  any  of  its  political 
subdivisions  shall  establish  a  preferred  legal  status  for  any  person  or  persons  in  matters 
of  employment,  housing  or  public  accommodation  based  upon  sexual  orientation. 

“Implementation.  This  Section  of  the  Constitution  is  declared  to  be  a  matter  of  state¬ 
wide  concern  and  shall  be  self-executing; _ " 


ence’s  first  reserve  lay  delegate  to 
the  1992  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Geis  said  that  neither  she 
nor  the  Rev.  Charles  Schuster, 
first  reserve  clergy  delegate,  was 
among  those  polled  before  other 
members  of  the  delegation  an¬ 
nounced  “unanimous”  support 
for  holding  the  ’96  conclave  in 
Denver  and  for  a  social  witness 
“teach-in”  this  year  in  Denver 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  26). 

“After  prayerful  consideration 
I  am  convinced  that  the  worst 
consequence  of  any  action  is  the 
risk  of  being  seen  as  a  church 
that  wants  to  do  business  as  usu¬ 
al,  taking  no  notice  of  the  pain 


this  amendment  has  caused,”  Dr. 
Geis  stated  in  a  press  release. 

“Moving  the  [  1 996  General]  con¬ 
ference  is  a  public  statement  that 
will  be  noted  by  both  the  church 
and  the  secular  community.” 

Alternative  proposed 

Meanwhile,  a  public  coalition 
in  Colorado  called  “Come  To¬ 
gether  Colorado,”  which  includes 
United  Methodists,  proposed 
new  legislation  which  they  say 
would  both  clarify  and  supersede 
Amendment  2. 

Its  supporters  said  the  new  leg¬ 
islation,  without  conveying  spe¬ 
cial  status  to  any  group,  would 


prohibit  discrimination  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual  orientation. 

Amendment  2,  og  the  other 
hand,  specifically  prohibits  creat¬ 
ing  special  protected  status  for 
homosexuals’  civil  rights. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  Trigg,  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Colorado  Springs  and 
a  coalition  member,  said  the  new 
proposal  is  before  Colorado’s  leg¬ 
islative  initiatives  committee. 

Dr.  Trigg  told  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service  that  the  legisla¬ 
tion,  by  not  singling  out  any  class 
of  citizens  for  special  protection, 
would  do  what  both  sides  in  the 


debate  “have  claimed  they  are 
interested  in.” 

For  United  Methodists,  the  next 
two  churchwide  arenas  of  debate 
on  the  issue  will  be  the  March  1 1- 
1 4  meeting  of  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Alexandria,  Va.,  and  the  May  1-5 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
in  San  Diego,  Calif. 

The  decision  on  whether  to 
move  the  conclave  will  be  made 
in  Denver  in  June  by  the  General 
Commission  on  the  General 
Conference.  A  specific  date  for 
that  meeting  is  still  under  consid¬ 
eration. 


Ousted  Haitian  leader  ignites  church's  mission  fervor 


By  ANDREA  D'ASARO 

A  standing-room-only  crowd 
of  900  filled  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Germantown,  a 
neighborhood  in  Philadelphia 
on  Feb.  21. 

The  guest  of  honor  was  Jean- 
Bertrand  Aristide,  the  ousted 
president  of  Haiti  and  its  first 
democratically  elected  leader. 

The  congregation  sponsored 
his  visit  as  part  of  its  activism 
on  behalf  of  Haitian  people.  A 
1 0-member  delegation,  which 
included  the  church's  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Theodore  Loder, 
toured  Haiti  in  December. 

Shouts  of  'Amen' 

Mr.  Aristide  brought  cheers, 
shouts  of  “Amen”  and  chants 
for  his  return  to  Haiti  from  the 
congregation  and  nearly  400 
visiting  Haitian-Americans. 

In  an  hour-long  morning  ser¬ 
mon,  the  former  Catholic 
priest,  who  was  overthrown 
from  the  presidency  in  a  mili¬ 
tary  coup  16  months  ago,  called 
for  Americans  to  help  him  re¬ 
turn  to  power.  He  repeatedly  re¬ 
ferred  to  Haiti’s  current 
suppressive  government. 

“There  is  a  political  storm 
brewing,”  he  said,  referring  to 
the  current  regime,  from  which 
40,000  boat  people  have  fled 
since  his  exile. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  FIRST  UMC,  GERMANTOWN,  PA. 

GERMANTOWN,  Pa. — Ousted  Haitian  President  Jean-Ber- 
trand  Aristide,  a  former  priest,  preaches  from  the  pulpit  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Germantown.  Spurred  by 
its  own  visits  and  Mr.  Aristide's  appearance,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  intends  to  expand  its  activities  to  return  democracy  to 
Haiti,  said  the  Rev.  Theodore  Loder,  pastor. 


“The  way  to  stop  it  is  to  have 
democracy  back  in  Haiti  as 
soon  as  possible,"  he  said. 

In  his  melodic,  Creole-ac¬ 
cented  English,  Mr.  Aristide 
quoted  from  the  fourth  chapter 
of  Mark  in  which  the  disciples, 
crossing  the  Sea  of  Galilee  in  a 
storm,  awakened  Jesus  from  his 
sleep.  He  told  them  not  to  fear 
and  quieted  the  waves. 

Drawing  an  analogy  to  the  cru¬ 
elty  of  Haiti’s  military  rulers,  Mr. 


Aristide  called  on  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  “Stop  the  political  storm, 
the  same  way  Jesus  would.” 

“The  Haitian  people  here  and 
in  Haiti,”  he  continued,  “all  of  us, 
are  victims  of  this  political  storm. 
Fortunately,  we  are  not  alone.  We 
have  Jesus  with  us,  and  through 
you  here  today  he  is  saying,  ‘Why 
are  you  afraid?  Don’t  be  afraid,  I 
am  here  with  you.’  ” 

Mr.  Aristide  blamed  Haitian 
military  strongmen  for  a  recent 


ferry  accident  in  which  1,000 
people  drowned.  The  military 
sells  as  many  tickets  as  possible 
for  dilapidated  ferries,  he  said, 
and  buys  weapons  with  the 
money. 

Clapping,  singing 

Mr.  Aristide’s  words  brought 
the  audience  to  their  feet,  clap¬ 
ping  and  singing  songs  of  politi¬ 
cal  liberation. 

Haitians  in  the  audience — 
many  of  whom  had  traveled 
from  New  York  and  Boston — 
said  the  sermon  was  reminis¬ 
cent  of  Mr.  Aristide’s  days  as  an 
activist  young  priest  in  a  poor 
section  of  Port-au-Prince. 

One  Haitian  woman,  who 
said  she  did  not  want  to  be 
identified  for  fear  of  reprisal, 
led  the  congregation  in  a  chant 
for  democracy.  She  wore  white 
in  honor  of  the  Haitian  consti¬ 
tution,  which  was  adopted  dur¬ 
ing  the  Aristide  regime  and  is 
allegedly  being  ignored  under 
the  present  regime. 

Some  members  of  the  Ger¬ 
mantown  church  say  they  view 
the  current  U.S.  policy  on  Hai¬ 
tian  immigration  as  a  racial  is¬ 
sue.  The  current  policy  is 
repatriation  (returning  to  Haiti 
most  Haitians  who  try  to  flee  to 
the  United  States). 

The  congregation’s  interest  in 


" The  Haitian  people 
. . .  are  victims  of  this 
political  storm." 

— Jean-Bertrand  Aristide 

racial  issues,  which  led  to  Mr.  Aris¬ 
tide’s  visit,  springs  from  its  location 
in  a  largely  African-American 
neighborhood.  Some  10  percent  of 
the  congregation  is  African-Ameri¬ 
can,  Dr.  Loder  said. 

Building  on  the  success  of  the 
Aristide  visit,  Dr.  Loder  said  he  and 
his  congregation  plan  to  expand 
their  activities  to  help  return  de¬ 
mocracy  to  Haiti. 


The  Beat  Goes  On. 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God  s  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
upon  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on. ..at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  It's  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you're  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
I  -800-2-ASBURY 


A 

at 


ASBURY 

THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY 


204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 
Wilmore,  KY  40390-1199 


Korean  UMs 
seek  conference 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— Citing 
mission  aims,  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Korean-American  United 
Methodist  Churches  has  urged  the 
formation  of  a  Korean-language 
Missionary  Conference. 

A  missionary  conference,  similar 
to  the  Spanish-speaking  Rio  Gran¬ 
de  Annual  Conference,  would  cut 
across  geographical  boundaries  df 
the  denomination’s  71  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  conferences. 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207 


BIBLE  FOR 
BELIEVERS 


WORLD'S  LARGEST  PROGRAM 
Comparison  Invited. . . 
j  Trinity  j  Disciple 

j  Bethel  j  Kerygma 

CHOOSE  WISELY,  CONSIDER 
n  Content  V  Theology 

v  Teachability  %  Cost 

and  vou  will  choose 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

LOOK  II  OVER  ♦  IN  I  HO  KIT  $15 

800-848-2131 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  wanted  for 
rapid  growing  Dallas  area  Methodist  church.  Active 
program,  peat  facilities,  with  church  excited  about 
youth  ministry.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
447.  Rowlett.  TX  75088. 

COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES,  WEST  OHIO  Con¬ 
ference,  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Two  Asso¬ 
ciate  Directors  with  prior  experience  in  developing 
and  implementing  programs  in  church  development, 
discipleship,  leadership  development,  congregational 
development  and  evangelism.  Bachelor’s  degree  or 
equivalent  and  prior  experience  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  programs/ministries.  Contact:  The  Reverend 
Vance  Summers,  Jr.,  Conference  Council  Director, 
Council  on  Ministries,  471  E  Broad  Street,  Colum¬ 
bus,  OH  43215-3889.  Telephone:  (614)  228-6784, 
Fax:  (614)  222-0612.  Application  deadline  March  29, 
1993.  EOE/MF. 

ACADEMIC  DEAN/VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  Insti¬ 
tutional  Effectiveness,  Lon  Morris  College,  a  small 
two-year  institution  of  the  UMC  in  Jacksonville,  Tex¬ 
as.  Responsibilities  include  oversight  of  academic 
programs,  faculty/library  development,  accreditation 
and  enhanced  learning  programs.  Requirements:  ter¬ 
minal  degree,  academic  experience,  and  agreement 
with  historic  UMC  mission  in  higher  education.  Sala¬ 
ry  in  mid-40s.  Deadline  to  apply  March  1 5,  position 
begins  in  June.  Contact:  Search  Committee,  Lon 
Morris  College,  Jacksonville,  TX  75766  or  call  presi¬ 
dent’s  office,  (903)  586-2471.  EOE 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  4000-MEMBER  multiple 
staff  church  adjacent  to  Oklahoma  University  cam¬ 
pus.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  McFarlin  Methodist  Church,  Box  6390, 
Norman,  OK  73070-6390. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  (ordained 
or  lay)  wanted  for  2700-member  congregation.  Active 
program,  many  adult  volunteers,  excellent  facilities 
including  new  gym.  Church  committed  to  youth  min¬ 
istry.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Contact:  Michael 
Watson,  Senior  Pastor,  Dauphin  Way  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6845,  Mobile,  AL  36660- 
0845,(205)471-1511. 

A  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  1400- 
members  located  in  Central  Texas  university  com¬ 
munity  30  miles  north  of  Austin  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Youth  Director/Minister.  Working  with  the  Youth 
Design  Team  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  senior 
pastor,  implements  a  comprehensive  youth  program 
for  junior  and  senior  high  youth.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  Sunday  morning  and  evening  programs,  mid- 
week  activities,  and  planned  events  throughout  the 
year.  Requirements  include:  a  bachelor’s  degree  with 
strong  preference  for  seminary  training;  experience  in 
working  with  youth  in  a  religious  or  non-profit  set¬ 
ting;  demonstrated  ability  to  work  with  policy-setting 
boards,  and  the  knowledge  and  ability  to  tram  effec¬ 
tive  volunteers  for  working  with  youth.  Compensa¬ 
tion  package  to  mid  S20s.  Resume  must  be  received 
by  5:00  p.m.  on  March  19,  1993.  Reply  to:  Chair- 
SPR  FUMC,  410  E  University,  Georgetown,  TX 
78626.  ! 

FULL — TIME  ASSISTANT  MANAGER  position: 
Camp  Magruder —  A  United  Methodist  camp  and 
retreat  center  on  the  Oregon  coast  Primary  responsi¬ 
bilities  include  maintenance  and  hosting  services.  Sal¬ 
ary,  housing  and  benefits  are  provided.  Send  cover 
letter  and  resume  to:  Camp/Retreat  Office,  do  Kevin 
Witt  1505  SW  18th,  Portland,  OR  97201.  (503)  226- 
7931.  Deadline:  April  2. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BAD  DOUR  Memorial 
Center  (BMC),  a  residential  community  for  157 
mildly  and  moderately  retarded  adults,  seeks  appli¬ 
cants  for  Executive  Director.  BMC,  located  on  120 
acres  in  Senatobia,  Mississippi,  is  a  Christian,  non¬ 
profit  organization  connected  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  BMC  Executive  Director  will  provide 
aggressive  leadership  in  financial  development  pro¬ 
gram  development,  public  relations,  and  oversee  the 
financial  and  personnel  management  of  the  Center. 
Candidates  should  have  a  clear  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  evident  in  their  private  and  public  lives  of 
which  they  are  willing  to  communicate  to  others. 
Candidates  must  be  comfortable  speaking  before  var¬ 
ied  audiences.  Send  letter  of  application  and  resume 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525  four  weeks 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067. 627-9507. 

EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Mu¬ 
sic  to  direct  the  youth  and  adult  choirs  and  enhance 
our  total  youth  ministry.  800-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  in  Liberal,  KS.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Chuck  Winkler,  Box  916,  Liberal, 
KS  67905-0916.  Application  deadline  April  15. 

to:  Executive  Director  Search  Committee,  Baddour 
Memorial  Center.  Post  Office  Box  69,  Senatobia,  MS 
38668. 

DRAMA  STIRS  DEBATE  Los  Altos,  CA.  Involve¬ 
ment  led  to  discussion  and  lively  analysis  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  UMC  who  watched  “Woman  At  The  Well’’ 
performed  by  three  fellow  members.  This  was  the 
first  in  a  series  offered  in  a  discussion  class.  Dramatic 
presentation  brought  a  sense  of  reality/provoked 
questions  regarding  judgmentalism,  listening  with 
compassion.  Other  groups  may  want  to  try  acting  or 
just  reading  to  stimulate  thought.  This  chancel  drama 
and  14  others  are  available  in  paperback  “Illustra¬ 
tions  of  Faith.”  Just  send  $13.23  (>13.95  in  CA)  to: 
Word  Service  A,  921  Spencer  Way,  Los  Altos,  CA 
94024.  Or  free  brochure. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENINGS  FOR  Editor  of  Spanish 
Language  Resources  and  Editor  of  Korean  Language 
Resources.  Individuals  must  have  graduate  level 
training  in  Christian  education,  theology,  and  Bible. 
Formal  training  in  English.  Related  curriculum  de¬ 
sign  experience.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  local 
church,  the  language  for  which  the  employee  was  em¬ 
ployed,  and  of  the  culture  represented  by  the  special 
language.  Supervisory,  communication  and  human 

sume  to:  Employment  Office,  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  201  Eighth  Avenue.  South,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37202.  An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Op¬ 
portunity  Employer.  M/F/H/V. 

REHOBOTH  BEACH.  SEA  VOICE  RETREAT 
House.  Half  block  from  beach.  Sleeps  30  people.  Year 
’round  comfort.  One  third  off  through  April  12.  Addi¬ 
tional  discount  for  church  groups.  1-800637-2862. 

‘I’M  STARVED  FOR 
LOVE” 


And  for  food  too!  So  say  hundreds  of  lovable 
little  children  overseas.  SUGANTHI  is  a 
child  of  India,  born  June  5,  1986.  She  was  ac¬ 
cepted  at  a  Christian  orphanage  because  her 
family  is  poverty-stricken.  They  cannot  feed  or 
educate  her. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO:  For  only  $15  a 
month—  50  cents  a  day  —  you  could  sponsor  a 
child  who  has  lived  on  the  ragged  edge  of  pov¬ 
erty.  You  will  receive  the  child's  picture,  name 
and  address.  You  may  correspond  with  the 
child,  and  you'll  receive  a  reply.  No  contracts 
are  signed  with  World’s  Children,  Inc. 
and  a  sponsorship  can  last  for  any  length  of 
time. 

All  donations  are  tax  deductible,  as  the  cor¬ 
poration  is  U.S.  government  approved.  A  copy 
of  the  recent  WCI  financial  audit  will  be  sent 
to  you,  indicating  89%  of  funds  received  were 
sent  overseas  for  the  children  in  1992.  If  a 
sponsor  chooses  to  send  a  birthday  monetary 
gift,  or  a  Christmas  one,  100%  is  sent  on  to 
the  child. 

God's  needy  children  are  waiting  for  some¬ 
one  to  say,  “I  care”.  Children  are  available  for 
sponsorship  in  India,  Mexico,  Korea,  and  Tai¬ 
wan.  Please  write  today: 

f 
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Irv.L'il'.ii.-i 


I  wl*h  lo  »ponsor  o  child  wh«r«  ih* 


no*d  i»  gr*ote»t_ 


poymenl  lor  Mil  month 


World’*  Children,  Inc.  ^ 

Mr*.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979  1 

Winter  Haven,  FL  33880  jj 
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Too  Busy,  Too  Tired 
To  Notice  As 
Blessings  Pass  By 

Claudia  "Peewee"  Hathorn 
Spiritual  Emphasis  Chair 
Conference  Center 

Countless  blessings  have  passed  me  by  because  I  was  either  too  busy 
or  too  tired  to  take  notice.  I  once  heard  a  Bible  teacher  say  she  believed 
there  were  caravans  of  camels,  loaded  with  God’s  precious  gifts  and 
blessings  for  each  of  us,  passing  just  beyond  the  horizon,  trudging 
slowly  on,  just  waiting  to  be  noticed  and  claimed.  Yet  here  I  stand,  just 
gazing  at  the  sky. 

As  I  randomly  turned  to  a  meditation  in  my  Disciplines ,  I  read  a  poi¬ 
gnant  paragraph  on  the  “Emmaus  Moment.”  I  was  drawn  to  the  idea. 
Periodically,  we  need  to  capture  the  blessings  of  having  our  “hearts 
burning  within  us”  while  we  learn  of  Jesus.  We  need  to  experience  that 
sensation  with  other  Christians.  We  need  to  see  the  “light  from  Heav¬ 
en  flash  around  us”  as  we  praise  and  worship  God. 

Where  and  how  do  we  escape  from  being  too  busy  or  too  tired  in  or¬ 
der  to  capture  these  blessings,  this  renewal?  I  know  a  place,  the  United 
Methodist  Conference  Center.  It  is  a  dream  now,  the  vision  of  a  few 
people  who  want  to  make  it  happen.  Make  it  your  dream.  Make  it  your 
vision  as  well. 

“If  you  build  it,  they  will  come.”  The  phrase  is  not  Biblical,  but  I 
know  in  my  heart  it  is  true.  They  will  come,  we  will  come,  by  the  thou¬ 
sands  to  Catch  the  Spirit,  catch  the  warmth,  catch  the  love  offered  to 
those  of  us  who  call  ourselves  United  Methodists,  Christians,  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  Amen. 


Last  weekend  over  2,000  United  Methodists  visited  the  Conference 
Center  site  near  Woodworth.  Three  lodges,  like  the  one  in  the  ar¬ 
chitectural  drawing  ABOVE  will  be  constructed  as  part  of  the  first 
phase  of  building  for  the  center.  Each  lodge  will  have  a  meeting 
room  and  32  furnished  rooms  with  double  beds  in  each  to  sleep 
over  100  overnight  guests. 

Exxon  Buys  Property 

Istrouma  Mission  Center 
CrossLines  Move  to  Genesis 


Istrouma  Methodist  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Mission  Center,  a  ministry  on 
Scenic  Highway  in  north  Baton 
Rouge,  has  received  a  name  change 
and  has  moved  to  a  new  location. 
The  agency  is  to  be  known  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Mission  Center  and  is 
now  located  at  Genesis  UMC,  4643 
Winboume  Ave.,  in  the  city.  Louisi¬ 
ana  CrossLines,  directed  by  the 
Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  also  has  moved 
to  the  new  location. 

Exxon  has  bought  the  Scenic 
Highway  buildings  and  property 
which  was  originally  Istrouma 
UMC. 

Beverly  Pierce,  interim  director 
of  the  center,  said  moving  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  completed  and  the  center 


reopened  by  the  last  week  of  March. 
Ministries  will  continue  to  include  a 
food  pantry,  clothing  closet,  an  af¬ 
ter-school  program  and  evening  tu¬ 
toring,  she  added. 

The  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  of 
America  joined  with  the  center  in 
the  after-school  project  and  will 
transport  by  van  the  children  of  the 
former  neighborhood.  The  number 
of  children  served  will  increase 
from  35  to  75-100.  “Children  come 
from  as  far  away  as  Zachary  (an 
outlying  town),”  Pierce  mentioned. 

The  buildings  are  expected  to  be 
vacated  by  March  14.  The  Rev. 
Mary  Baugh  is  pastor  of  Genesis 
UMC. 


|  What's  that  in  my  coffee  cup?  A  note!  | 


Members  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  of  First  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette,  found  some  unusual  “re¬ 
freshments”  when  they  gathered  for 
a  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 
program  recently. 

The  table  was  beautifully  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  hostess  circle,  Anna- 
Dorcas,  as  in  preparation  for  their 
usual,  delicious  fare.  There  were  ca¬ 
mellias  in  a  centerpiece,  a  polished 
silver  coffee  set,  china  demitasse 
cups,  juice  glasses  and  platters, 
ready  to  hold  delicacies. 

But  the  women  were  in  for  a  sur¬ 
prise,  according  to  Willanna  James, 
editor  of  The  Messenger,  the 
church's  newspaper. 

Instead  of  steaming  coffee  in 
their  cups,  they  found  notes  which 
read,  “As  you  deny  yourself  this 
coffee,  remember  that  Pakistani 
moms  are  last  in  the  family  feeding 
order.” 

Some  thought  they  would  have 


juice  instead,  but  tucked  in  the 
glasses  were  the  messages,  “As  you 
deny  yourself  this  juice,  remember 
breakfast  is  almost  unheard  of  in 
many  areas  of  the  world  and  most 
can  only  afford  one  meal.” 

By  then  the  women  were  anxious 
for  some  morsel,  but  notes,  shaped 
like  finger  sandwiches,  read,  “Re¬ 
member  that  every  day  10,000  peo¬ 
ple  die  because  they  don’t  have 
enough  to  eat.” 

A  large  tray  was  brimming  with, 
not  chocolate  chip  cookies,  but 
memos  that  read,  “As  you  deny 
yourself  this  cookie,  remember  that 
some  children  in  India  earn  their 
daily  bread  as  sorters  of  garbage." 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby  is  se¬ 
nior  pastor  and  Peggy  Butler  is 
UMW  president. 

UMW  units  in  Louisiana 
churches  will  have  Call  to  Prayer 
and  Self-Denial  programs  and  ac¬ 
tivities  from  January  through 
March. 


1992  Was  A  Good  Year 


Foundation  Assets  Almost  Doubled 


The  year  1992  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  an  important  year  for  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  Last  year  the  assets  were 
almost  doubled  over  1991  figures. 
Thirty-four  new  accounts  were 
opened  for  a  total  of  SI. 6  million. 
Currently  being  managed  by  the 
foundation  are  144  accounts  total¬ 
ing  $21.5  million  and  other  assets 
estimated  at  $2  million. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  is  pleased  with  the  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  Foundation  being 
shown  by  United  Methodists  all 
over  the  state. 

Foundation  Awareness  Sunday  is 
to  be  observed  on  March  14. 

The  Foundation  has  made  plans 
to  reach  out  to  all  United  Method¬ 
ists  on  this  date  to  make  members 
of  local  churches  aware  of  the  ser¬ 
vices  provided. 

Although  the  Foundation  is  a 
chartered  church  agency,  no  church 
funds  are  used  to  finance  its  opera¬ 
tions,  Reed  mentioned. 

The  Foundation  works  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  four  ways: 

■  Manages  local  church/agency 
funds  at  higher  returns  than  can  be 
realized  locally.  The  Foundation 
currently  pays  5.5  per  cent  on  short¬ 
term  funds  invested  by  local 
churches  and  Conference  agencies. 
The  average  eamings  on  long-term 
funds  over  the  last  eight  years  was 
1 4  per  cent. 

■  Works  with  local  churches  in 
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budget/capital  fund  campaigns. 

■  Helps  local  churches  organize 
and  equip  endowment  committees. 
The  Planned  Giving  Handbook  is 
available  to  each  church  through 
the  Foundation. 

■  Serves  through  seminars  and 
personal  contacts  which  help  local 
churches  discover  and  promote 
planned  giving  through  wills,  en¬ 
dowments,  annuities,  insurance, 
gifts  of  property,  cash  and  so  forth. 
It  is  possible  for  an  individual  to  give 
to  his  or  her  church  or  charity  while 
receiving  annuity  payment  and  tax 
breaks,  Reed  said. 

More  information  on  the  Foun¬ 
dation  is  available  on  page  6  in  this 
issue  of  the  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist.  Direct  specific  inquiries  to 
Reed  or  Stacie  Schneider,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  at  the  Foundation 
Office,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802,  (504)  346-1 535. 


-Around  The 

First  UMC,  Bastrop,  set  a  goal  of 
140  for  Sunday  School.  “We  hit  142 
on  Valentine’s  Day,”  Dr.  Larry 
Robertson,  pastor  said.  “What  a 
nice  Valentine’s  ‘letter  of  love’  for 
our  church.” 

*  *  * 

First  UMC,  Many,  choosing  to  be 
an  Inviting  Congregation  this  year 
was  also  a  serving  church  with  their 
Valentine’s  Day  project  coordinat¬ 
ed  by  the  Evangelism  Committee. 
Valentine  boxes  of  goodies,  pre¬ 
pared  by  church  members,  were  de¬ 
livered  to  shut-ins  on  Feb.  14.  The 
Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren  Jr.,  is  the 
pastor  and  chair  of  the  project  was 
Cheryl  Temple,  who  decorated  the 
boxes. 

*  *  * 

Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  also 
an  Inviting  Congregation,  asks  visi¬ 
tors  and  new  members  to  have  cof¬ 
fee  and  refreshments  in  the  parlor 
between  two  of  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  Members  of  Sunday  school 
classes  and  other  organizations  are 
hosts  on  a  rotating  basis  and  send 
representatives  to  invite  the  guests 
to  join  their  groups.  The  Rev.  Nick 
Evans  is  the  minister. 


Lent  is  being  observed  in 
churches  all  over  the  state  with  spe¬ 
cial  services  and  events.  “The  Lent¬ 
en  Season  is  an  opportunity  for  us 
to  focus  on  our  relationship  to  God 
and  our  loyalty  to  Christ,  “  the  Rev. 
George  A.  McVay,  pastor  of  Pales¬ 
tine  UMC,  Pineville,  said.  “. . .  This 
is  a  good  time  for  self-examination 
in  the  presence  of  God,  checking 
our  awareness  of  Him  in  our  daily 
lives.” 

*  *  * 

A  lunch,  an  inspirational  talk  and 
then  back  to  work  . . .  First  UMC, 
Hammond  is  holding  a  series  .of 
Lenten  luncheons  each  Wednesday 
from  12:10  to  1  p.m.  The  Rev. 
Charles  Humphreys,  pastor,  said, 
“We  hope  the  whole  community  of 
believers  will  come  together  for  this 
time  of  worship  and  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship.” 

Ministers  from  the  Presbyterian, 
Baptist  and  Episcopal  churches 
have  been  invited  to  speak.  UM 
pastors  participating  in  the  series 
are  the  Rev.  Gene  Finnell,  UM  cam¬ 
pus  minister  at  Southeastern  Louisi¬ 
ana  University,  March  10;  Dr. 
Burton  Blair,  First  UMC,  Poncha- 
toula,  March  24,  and  the  Rev.  Mar¬ 
tha  Pleasant,  St.  Timothy  UMC, 
Mandeville,  March  31. 


Conference 


The  |.O.Y.  (Just  Over  Youth 
Club  held  their  annual  Marii 
Gras  Ball  and  Luncheon  befor 
Lent  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  o 
Algiers  UMC.  Prizes  wer 
awarded  to,  FRONT  ROW 
FROM  LEFT,  Eunice  Umbach 
prettiest  costume;  Josie  Fore 
man,  funniest  costume,  am 
Minnie  Swayze,  most  original 
BACK  ROW  are  Andy  and  Pegg 
Foreman  who  reigned  as  kin; 
and  queen.  The  Rev.  Andy  Fore 
man  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


Clergy  Marriages 

The  Rev.  Karen  Albano,  pastor  of 
Faith/Wesley  Chapel,  Ruston,  and 
the  Rev.  Scott  Edenfield  of  Hous¬ 
ton,  were  married  Feb.  20  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Houston. 

*  *  * 

Amy  Jay  Halley  and  the  Rev. 
Gary  D.  Willis  were  married  Jan.  1 
in  First  UMC,  Slidell,  where  he  is 
associate  pastor.  Officiating  were 
his  father,  the  Rev  Terry  C.  Willis, 
pastor  Homer/Wesley  Chapel,  and 
the  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  senior 
minister  of  First  UMC,  Slidell. 

In  Memoriam 

Funeral  services  were  held  Feb.  1 
in  Gonzales  for  Jo  Andrews,  100 
year-old  widow  of  the  late  Rev. 
Benjamin  H.  Andrews  Sr.,  who  was 
a  minister  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  UMC. 

She  was  the  oldest  and  a  charter 
member  of  Gonzales  UMC  where 
she  organized  the  women’s  group 
which  is  now  United  Methodist 
Women  and  served  as  pianist  and 
teacher.  With  her  husband,  she 
moved  to  and  also  served  churches  in 
Zachary,  Amite,  New  Iberia,  Houma, 
Haynesville.  Minden,  Ponchatoula 
and  the  Lake  Charles  District. 

Survivors  include  a  son,  Glenn  L. 
Andrews  of  Gonzales,  seven  grand¬ 
children  and  nine  great-grandchil¬ 
dren. 


Sarah  Schoeffler,  volunteer  administrator  at  Sager-Brown  Center 
for  Enabling  Ministries,  talks  to  TV  reporters  as  volunteer  workers 
construct  a  home  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Andrew  in  the  Baldwin 
area.  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  partly  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering,  has  provided  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  center  and  storm  victims  of  the  Southern  parishes  of 
Louisiana  since  Hurricane  Andrew.  Aid  will  continue  over  the  next 


few  years  since  UMCOR  has  appropriated  $2.5  million  for  use  in 


Louisiana. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 


Aid  Louisiana  Storm  Victims 
Somalia's  Hungry  Children 


Local  United  Methodist  churches 
will  join  with  those  of  other  denom¬ 
inations  to  observe  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  Sunday,  March  21. 
Theme  is  "Fill 
the  World  With 
Love.”  Offerings 
collected  will  go 
for  relief  to  Hur¬ 
ricane  Andrew  storm  victims  in 
Louisiana  and  Florida  and  to  feed 
children  in  the  “hunger  zone”  of 
Somalia  and  other  African  coun¬ 
tries. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  col¬ 
lections  are  a  major  source  of  sup¬ 
port  for  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
which  provides  aid  in  many  areas  of 
the  world. 

UMCOR  assists  many  relief  ef¬ 
forts  such  as  the  Sager-Brown  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Enabling  Ministries  at 
Baldwin.  For  years  Sager-Brown 
was  a  school  for  underprivileged 
children,  supported  by  the  Wom¬ 
en's  Division.  The  school  was  later 
disbanded  and  the  property  fell  into 
disrepair. 

The  day  after  Hurricane  Andrew 
struck,  UMCOR  was  ready  to  move 
into  Louisiana  to  work  on  relief.  “It 
was  awesome!”  Susan  Pugh,  assis¬ 
tant  administrator  for  Sager-Brown, 
said. 

Thanks  to  UMCOR  and  volun¬ 
teers  from  many  states,  the  roofs  on 
six  Sager-Brown  buildings  were  re¬ 
paired  and  quickly  converted  to  a 
major  center  for  disaster  relief. 

Generous  Volunteers 

Over  1,000  local  and  out-of-state 
volunteers  have  worked  at  Sager- 
Brown  so  far.  Dr.  J.  Van  Dickens 
III,  pastor  of  Momingside  UMC, 
Shreveport,  and  a  member  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  said. 

In  the  area  around  the  center,  83 
homes  have  been  completely  re¬ 
stored  and  over  300  applicants  are 


waiting  for  assistance.  There  are  be¬ 
tween  three  to  five  new  applicants 
for  relief  assistance  each  day. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  teams 
from  many  states  continue  to  arrive 
to  work,  Sarah  Schoefller,  Sager- 
Brown’s  volunteer  administrator, 
said.  “The  connectionalism  of 
United  Methodism  has  been  evi¬ 
denced  throughout  the  efforts  of  re¬ 
lief  following  the  'Andrew  ordeal’ 
and  our  call  for  materials,  food, 
emergency  aid  and  new  home  con¬ 
struction  workers.  There  has  been 
constant  help  and  direction  from 
UMCOR.” 

She  urges  more  Louisiana  volun¬ 
teers  to  assist  in  the  storm  relief 
that  continues. 

People  are  generous  when  it 
comes  to  giving  to  UMCOR.  Last 
year,  on  one  day,  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offering  amounted 
to  $3.5  million,  the  largest  amount 
ever  contributed. 

Help  for  Somalia 

In  addition  to  local  concerns, 
funds  will  go  to  help  persons  in 
many  areas  including  famine-strick¬ 
en  Somalia.  Kenneth  Lutgen  Jr.,  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  of 
UMCOR,  said. ’’Children  account 
for  most  of  those  who  have  already 
died  and  at  least  one  million  are  at 
serious  risk  from  malnutrition.” 

Since  mid-May  there  have  been 
six  (ecumenical)  air-flights  a  day, 
with  each  plane  carrying  17.5  tons 
of  food  and  supplies  to  six  emergen¬ 
cy  centers.  Lutgen  asks  for  contin¬ 
ued  support  of:  SOMALIA 
EMERGENCY  #179438-8. 

He  added.  “The  news  from  Africa 
is  not  good  news  and  our  United 
Methodist  response  has  not  been 
what  it  should  be.  I  have  several 
million  dollars  of  requests  on  my 
desk,  with  only  a  few  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  to  make  a  response.  It  is  up  to 
you  as  to  how  the  next  chapter  of 
this  Africa  story  will  be  written.” 


Welcome  New  Newspaper  Readers! 

Louisiana  United  Methodist's 
Subscription  Campaign  Begins 


Some  of  our  readers  will  be  re- 
ceiving  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  newspaper  for  the  first 
time  with  this  issue.  For  the  next 
two  months,  local  church  offi¬ 
cials,  not  currently  subscribing, 
will  receive  complimentary 
copies  as  a  way  of  introducing 
the  paper.  Also  included  will  be  a 
subscription  return  card. 

The  newspaper  is  a  real  bargain 
at  $12  per  issue  for  52  issues  — 
mailed  directly  to  your  door 
(that’s  less  than  25  cents  per 
week!). 

Readers  who  are  already  sub¬ 
scribers  will  get  a  renewal  re¬ 
minder  and  return  card  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  month  of  their 
subscription. 

You  are  both  welcomed  and  en¬ 
couraged  to  become  a  part  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  fam¬ 
ily.  Improved  communications  is 
one  of  the  most  mentioned  needs 
in  our  Conference  connection. 
Getting  the  word  out  to  our  local 
churches  is  imperative  to  our 
mutual  ministry  in  Louisiana. 

At  a  recent  Editor’s  Confer¬ 
ence,  we  learned  that  our  Louisi¬ 
ana  newspaper  has  one  of  the 
highest  subscription  rates  among 


United  Methodist  newspapers  in 
the  United  States.  But  we’d  like 
every  member  to  get  a  weekly 
copy  of  our  paper. 

The  front  page  (in  all  papers 
except  churches  with  local  issues) 
is  for  our  Conference  news.  This 
page  has  stories  each  week  on  is¬ 
sues  of  concern  to  our  local 
churches  —  training  events,  VI¬ 
SION  2000  updates,  Russian  and 
other  missions,  hurricane  relief, 
Conference  Center  information, 
ministry  ideas  from  our  local 
churches  and  ministry  possibili¬ 
ties.  Bishop  Oden  has  an  ongoing 
column  in  which  he  shares 
thoughts,  concerns,  dreams  and 
reflections  on  current  events  in 
our  Conference  and  around  the 
wider  church. 

The  inside  pages  are  devoted 
to  the  church  in  other  states  and 
other  countries,  primarily  United 
Methodist  but  also  other  com¬ 
munions.  The  news  as  a  whole 
provides  a  window  on  the  world 
of  religion  including  concern  for 
our  brothers  and  sisters,  near  and 
far. 

Take  a  look,  read  for  yourself. 
We  hope  you  will  become  a  regu¬ 
lar  reader.  You  will  find  that  you 
are  better  informed. 
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Gleaning  some  good  from  an  ill  wind 


PHOTO  BV  LARRY  ACTON 

The  helping  hands  of  United  Methodist  volunteers  will  be  even  more  effective  in  future  relief  efforts  if 
the  church  will  heed  lessons  from  Hurricane  Andrew. 


The  ill  wind  named  Hurricane 
Andrew  may  yet  blow  some  good 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

As  Associate  Editor  Diane  Huie 
Balay  reported  in  our  March  5  is¬ 
sue,  the  church’s  disaster  response 
volunteers  in  South  Florida  have 
had  to  deal  with  frustration  and 
confusion  as  well  as  with  the  human 
and  property  damage  from  Andrew 
(see  additional  stories  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

We  believe  that  the  following  im¬ 
portant  lessons  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations  everywhere  can  be 
discerned  within  those  painful  ex¬ 
periences: 

UMCOR  guidelines.  The  Report¬ 
er  uncovered  considerable  confu¬ 
sion  among  volunteers  in  Florida 
regarding  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  operations  and 
guidelines. 

UMCOR  guidelines  are  intention¬ 
ally  broad  because  each  disaster  situa¬ 
tion  has  its  own  needs.  Consequently, 
the  regional  annual  conferences, 
through  the  disaster  plans  they  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  have,  have  some  leeway  in 
interpreting  UMCOR’s  overall  man¬ 
date — part  of  which  is  helping  “the 
poorest  of  the  poor" — in  ways  specif¬ 
ic  to  their  areas. 

One  dilemma  that  the  Reporter 
uncovered  was  that  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  UMCOR  guidelines  em¬ 
ployed  in  Florida  blocked  the  use  of 
church  funds  and  volunteers  to  re¬ 
build  rental  property — exactly  the 
kind  that  poor  people  in  South  Flor¬ 
ida  were  most  likely  to  occupy.  The 
interpretation’s  rationale  was  to 
avoid  using  church  funds  to  help 
absentee  landlords  restore  or  im¬ 
prove  their  property.  However,  the 
interpretation  also  may  have 
blocked  help  to  the  very  people  the 
church  primarily  sets  out  to  assist. 

Therefore,  we  urge  that  UMCOR 
directors  review  the  relief  agency’s 
guidelines  and  amend  them  as  nec¬ 


essary  to  weed  out  ambiguities 
which  could  become  unintentional 
blocks  to  assistance. 

Preparedness.  One  of  the  biggest 
factors  which  has  hampered  church- 
related  relief  efforts  in  South  Flori¬ 
da  was  the  lack  of  disaster  response 
preparedness — which  conference 
officials  have  acknowledged — by 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference  and 
its  Miami  District  congregations. 

UMCOR  plays  a  pivotal  role  in 
preparedness  by  conducting  disas¬ 
ter-response  training  for  annual 
conferences.  Each  annual  confer¬ 


ence  should  recognize  that  it  is  vul¬ 
nerable  to  disaster,  should  request 
UMCOR-related  training  and 
should  train  as  many  people — espe¬ 
cially  laypeople— as  possible. 

Insensitivity.  Local  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  workers,  coping  with  their 
own  emotional  trauma  and  over¬ 
whelming  logistics,  sometimes  re¬ 
fused  visiting  volunteers’  help  and 
advice.  In  turn  volunteers — drawn 
to  the  disaster  scene  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense  by  their  Christian  compas¬ 
sion — sometimes  pushed  their  own 
brand  of  help  too  hard. 


This  mutual  insensitivity  set  off  a 
chain  reaction  of  hurts  that  ham¬ 
pered  recovery  efforts  and  wounded 
people  unnecessarily. 

We  believe  that  all  church  disas¬ 
ter  relief  workers  can  benefit  from 
remembering  Paul’s  advice:  “Bear 
one  another's  burdens,  and  in  this 
way  you  will  fulfill  the  law  of 
Christ”  (Galatians  6:2,  NRSV). 


Local-church  specifics: 


Prepare  and  respond 


Among  other  keys  to  disaster  pre¬ 
paredness  and  response  identified 
from  the  South  Florida  experience 
but  applicable  anywhere  are: 

✓  Plan  ahead.  Your  congregation 
should  have  a  disaster  response 
plan  that  reflects  the  hazards  that 
the  congregation  might  reasonably 
encounter,  whether  they  be  hurri¬ 
canes  in  Florida,  tornadoes  in  Kan¬ 
sas  or  earthquakes  in  California. 
Deal  as  concretely  as  possible  with 
“what  ifs”  such  as  lack  of  power, 
telephones,  food,  first  aid,  etc.  In¬ 
clude  ways  for  the  congregation  to 


respond  locally  as  well  as  via  its 
participation  with  district,  confer¬ 
ence  and  churchwide  networks. 

/  Make  connections.  Get  to  know 
and  work  with  local  authorities  be¬ 
fore  disaster  strikes.  Establish  ties 
ahead  of  disasters  with  key  officials 
who  can  guide  you  through  the 
“ins”  and  “outs”  of  local  govern¬ 
ment.  Relief  efforts  then  can  pro¬ 
ceed  more  smoothly. 

/  Assess  your  own  losses.  The 
church  structure  itself  may  be  dam- 


aged:in  a  disaster.  Obviously  its  vaF 
ue  a?  a  staging  center,  a  shelter  for 
the  homeless  or  a  feeding  site  for 
the  needy  must  be  in  line  with  the 
usable  physical  facilities  and  the 
availability  of  congregational  mem¬ 
bers  to  staff  any  aid  stations. 

✓  Employ  laypeople.  Include  a 
“skills  bank”  in  your  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  plan.  Catalog  the  special 
skills  of  every  willing  layperson.  Put 
them  to  use  in  a  crisis. 

•f  Evaluate  your  efforts.  Keep 


track  of  how  things  are  going  with  an 
eye  not  toward  “placing  blame”  for 
what  doesn't  work  but  improving 
upon  what’s  effective.  Share  that  in¬ 
formation  with  your  district,  confer¬ 
ence  and  churchwide  connections. 

Y  Stay  in  touch.  Figure  out  how 
to  communicate  with  the  members 
of  your  congregation — especially 
the  elderly  and  the  shut-in — when 
telephones  don’t  work  and  TVs  are 
in  smithereens.  Above  all,  don’t  ne¬ 
glect  “staying  in  touch”  with  God 
and  one  another  through  regular 
prayer  and  worship. 


I  cherish  a  Bulgarian  pastor's  gift 


There  was  one  empty  seat  at  the 
dinner  table  that  night  in  Varna, 
Bulgaria,  so  I  took  it.  Now  I’m  so 
glad  1  did! 

My  boldness  put  me  at  table  with 
the  Rev.  Zdravko  Beslov,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bulgaria.  The  World 
Methodist  Council  was  holding  its 
executive  committee  meeting  in 
Varna  so  it  could  present  the  1992 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award  to 
Mr.  Beslov  for  his  Christian  faith¬ 
fulness  under  communism  and  his 
efforts  at  reconciliation  since  the  to¬ 
talitarian  system’s  fall.  I  was  there 
to  cover  both  the  meeting  and  the 
special  presentation. 

When  1  learned  last  week  of  Mr. 
Beslov’s  death,  my  thoughts  went 
back  immediately  to  that  night. 

On  my  left  was  Mr.  Beslov’s  step¬ 
son,  Asparuch  Asparuchov,  who 
served  as  his  stepfather’s  translator 
and  escort.  On  my  right  was  Halis 
Stacey,  a  close  friend  of  the  Beslovs 
from  Germany. 

Across  from  me,  with  his  wife, 
Elka,  next  to  him,  sat  the  frail  pas¬ 
tor  with  the  penetrating  brown  eyes. 

The  World  Methodist  Council  had 
provided  me  some  of  Mr.  Beslov’s 
background.  From  his  stepson  and 


Faithfully  yours 


his  German  friend,  however,  I 
learned  details  of  his  life,  including 
how  the  beatings  he  endured  in  pris¬ 
on  left  him  permanently  disabled. 

I  watched  sidelong  as  Mr.  Beslov 
slowly  and  painfully  lifted  his  food 
to  his  mouth.  His  crippled  hands 
trembled  so  at  the  effort  that  I  was 
almost  ashamed  of  how  easily  I 
could  dine  on  the  hotel’s  perennial¬ 
ly  uninspired  meat  and  potatoes. 

During  a  lull  in  my  spirited  con¬ 
versation  with  Asparuch  and  Mrs. 
Stacey,  Mr.  Beslov  caught  my  eye. 

“You  must  forgive  me,  young 
lady,”  he  said.  “I  cannot  speak 
much  to  you  during  dinner  because 
I  must  concentrate  on  my  eating.” 

I  responded,  “That’s  quite  all 


right.  Asparuch  is  taking  good  care 
of  me.”  Mr.  Beslov  smiled. 

Later  that  week,  I  spied  Mr.  Bes¬ 
lov  again  at  a  meal. 

I  wanted  to  tell  him  how  much  I 
had  been  inspired  by  his  example  of 
Christian  faithfulness.  But  in  my  fa¬ 
tigue  and  nervousness,  “inspired” 
somehow  came  out  as  “enjoyed.” 

“It’s  not  a  story  to  be  ‘enjoyed,’  ” 
he  remonstrated  firmly,  showing 
the  determination  which  had  seen 
him  through  14  years  of  imprison¬ 
ment.  “But  perhaps  you  have 
learned  something.” 

I  replied,  “I  have  indeed.” 

I  gave  him  one  of  the  cross  and 
flame-emblazoned  pens  I’d  brought  to 
give  to  my  hosts  in  Eastern  Europe. 
He  pronounced  it  “a  very  fine  gift.” 

That  little  black  pen  was  nothing 
compared  to  the  very  fine  gift 
Zdravko  Beslov  and  his  fellow  Bul¬ 
garian  Methodists  gave  me — exam¬ 
ples  of  Christian  faithfulness  amid 
persecution  and  of  the  true  value  of 
my  American  religious  freedom. 

Now  I  look  forward  to  another 
gift — dining  with  Mr.  Beslov  at  the 
heavenly  banquet,  where  he  won’t 
have  to  struggle  any  more  to  partake. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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What  others 
are  saying 

“One  survivor  said:  ‘There  was 
just  so  much  goodness  in  [the 
World  Trade  Center],  the  goodness 
was  bigger  than  the  bomb.’  ” 

— Charles  Gibson,  co-host  of  “Good 
Morning,  America.” 

*  dr  * 

“It  is  highly  difficult  and  complex 
to  put  into  effect  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  but  I  believe  that  Christian¬ 
ity  can  only  survive  if  it  makes  that 
appeal.” 

— The  Rev.  Lord  Soper  of  Kingsway, 
British  Methodist  leader. 

*  *  It 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“But  I  say  to  you,  love  your  ene¬ 
mies  and  pray  for  those  who  perse¬ 
cute  you.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  James  4:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  14 

Monday:  Psalms  95:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  95:6-1 1 
Wednesday:  Exodus  17:1-3 
Thursday:  Exodus  17:4-7 
Friday:  John  4:5-30 
Saturday:  John  4:31  -42 
Sunday:  Romans  5:1-1 1 


Corrections 

There  were  two  errors  on  the  Feb. 
26  “Faith  Forum”  page.  Arthur  W. 
Loo  is  a  member  of  Kihue  United 
Church,  a  combined  United  Method¬ 
ist  and  United  Church  of  Christ  con¬ 
gregation.  R.  Thomas  Slack  was  the 
author  of  the  “Here  I  Stand”  column. 
The  Reporter  regrets  both  errors. 


Cult  standoff  shows  how 
religion  can  get  'cancer' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Edltor-at-large 

It’s  repugnant  to  ordinary  peo¬ 
ple  of  religious  faith  to  be  linked 
to  bizarre  events  such  as  those 
which  recently  transpired  near 
Waco,  Texas. 

We  want  no  part  of  a  David 
Koresh  and  his  messianic  delu¬ 
sions,  his  claims  to  be  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  appeal  to  the  Bible — OUR 
Bible,  for  Pete’s  sake! — for  his  au¬ 
thority. 

Matters  aren’t  helped  when  he 
reveals  a  lineage  rooted  in  a  re¬ 
spectable  community  of  faith,  the 
Seventh-day  Adventists. 

We’re  appalled  to  learn  that 
people  like  Mr.  Koresh  and  his 
cult  or  the  Rev.  Jim  Jones  and  his 
1978  Jonestown  mass-suicide  cult 
may  be  remotely  related  to  us.  The 
more  we  learn,  though,  the  appall¬ 
ingly  closer  to  us  they  become. 

Mr.  Jones,  for  example,  had 

been  a  faithful  _ 

Methodist  and 
was  ordained  by 
the  Christian 
Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ). 

He  included 
among  his  more 
than  900  follow¬ 
ers  formerly  de¬ 
voted  members 
of  mainline 


Commentary 


Stephen  L. 
Swecker  is  Editor- 
at-large  of  the 
Reporter. 


When  faith  goes 
wild,  it  feeds  the 
megalomania  of  a 
David  Koresh  . ...  It 
becomes  religion  with 
cancer. 


Christian  churches.  The  same 
seems  likely  true  of  David  Kor- 
esh’s  disciples. 

In  short,  “they”  are  more  “us” 
than  we’re  comfortable  acknowl¬ 
edging.  At  the  very  least,  it’s  an  em¬ 
barrassing  situation,  leaving  us 
vulnerable  to  skeptics,  cynics  and 
secularists  who  revel  in  saying,  “I 
told  you  so.  Religion  is  bunk,  little 
more  than  a  wasteland  for  the  weak, 
the  neurotic,  and  the  kooky.” 

David  Koresh,  Jim  Jones  and 
their  ilk,  however,  do  us  at  least  one 
favor.  They  prompt  us  to  distinguish 
between  what  philosopher  William 
James  called  “healthy”  and  “un¬ 
healthy”  religion.  The  distinction  is 
crucial  because  the  line  between  the 
two  can  be  subtle  and  slippery. 

The  starting  point  in  making 


tures.  We  know  by  experience  and 
the  witness  of  others  that  life’s 
meaning  and  fulfillment  aren’t  ex¬ 
hausted  by  this  life  alone.  Faith  in 
God  places  our  lives  in  a  greater 
context. 

Healthy  faith,  though,  retains  a 
measure  of  its  opposite:  doubt.  In 
fact,  contrary  to  what  many  as¬ 
sume  “living  by  faith”  means,  au¬ 
thentic  faith  takes  very  little  at 
face  value.  Because  authentic  faith 
_  is  eager  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  true  and 
living  God,  it 
probes  every¬ 
where,  everything 
and  everyone  for 
clues  to  “the  real 
thing.” 

By  contrast,  un¬ 
healthy  religion 
removes  the  brake 
of  a  testing,  vali¬ 


dating  doubt.  Like  cancer  in  the 
physical  body,  which  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  as  “too  much  life,”  un¬ 
healthy  religion  consists  of  “too 
much  faith.” 

When  faith  goes  wild,  it  feeds 
the  megalomania  of  a  David  Kor¬ 
esh  or  a  Jim  Jones  and  gives  false 
hope  to  ill-fated  followers  who 
somehow  lost  or  never  acquired 
the  gift  of  critical  doubt.  It  be¬ 
comes  religion  with  cancer.  As 
such,  it  is  ultimately  self-destruc¬ 
tive,  as  the  Jones  and  Koresh  epi¬ 
sodes  tragically  show. 

Teaching  faithful  Christians  how 
to  doubt — that  is,  how  to  ask  hard, 
critical  questions  and  how,  in  the 
spirit  of  Jesus,  to  “test  the  fruits' 
may  seem  self-contradictory. 

As  recent  events  in  Waco  demon- 


that  distinction  is  a  basic  observa-  strate,  however,  a  grain  of  doubt  to 


tion  about  the  wisdom  in  “living 
by  faith”  in  a  good  and  loving 
God:  We  are  finite,  limited  crea- 


temper  excessive  zeal  is  an  essen¬ 
tial,  even  life-saving,  companion  to 
the  mustard  seed  of  faith. 
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FLOODS  SWEEP  ARIZONA:  Flood 

waters  rushing  through  the  Arizona  desert — an 
oxymoron?  Many  Arizona  rivers  are  dry  beds 
most  of  the  year  except  for  infrequent  release  of 
waters  from  dams.  But  last  week  the  Gila, 
Verde  and  Salt  rivers  were  raging  through  hous¬ 
ing  communities  and  agricultural  land  in  south¬ 
west  Arizona.  United  Methodists  in  the  Desert 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  are  working  with 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and 
•  ecumenical  groups  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  Bish¬ 
op  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area)  called  for  emer¬ 
gency  offerings  to  help  congregations  in  the 
flood  area  provide  food  and  other  assistance. 


DEAR  FIRST  LADY:  United  Methodist 
women  of  Angola  have  appealed  to  a  sister 
church  member,  U.S.  First  Lady  Hillary  Rod¬ 
ham  Clinton,  for  help  in  improving  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  their  country.  The 
letter,  dated  Jan.  23,  was  released  publicly 
March  1  by  Marilina  S.  Figueiredo  de  Carvalho, 
general  counselor  to  the  Angolan  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  organization.  Her  husband  is 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho, 
who  leads  the  church’s  Western  Angola  Area. 
Expressing  pleasure  that  an  active  United  Meth¬ 
odist  "educated  in  the  principles  of  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley”  is  in  the  White  House,  the  letter 
expresses  hope  for  a  “new  attitude”  of  the  U.S. 
government  toward  Angola. 


COOPERATIVE  AGREEMENTS:  a 

recent  meeting  in  South  Korea  has  strengthened 
a  continuing  effort  at  cooperation  between  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  1.3  million- 
member  Korean  Methodist  Church.  Agree¬ 
ments  were  made  on  several  issues  by  the 
Committee  on  Joint  Mission  Strategy,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Harman,  World  Division 
chief  executive  for  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Dr.  Harman 
said  Korean  Methodists  were  “persuaded  to  re¬ 
consider”  holding  a  world  mission  event  in  Los 
Angeles  in  April  because  of  the  delicate  rela¬ 
tionship  between  Korean  Methodists  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  there.  The  Korean  church  had 
established  a  mission  district  there  without  con¬ 
sulting  United  Methodists. 


HELP  FOR  HAITIANS:  A  postcard  cam¬ 
paign  on  behalf  of  Haitian  refugees  stranded  in 
Cuba  has  been  launched  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  Church  World 
Service.  The  organizations  also  are  seeking 
churches  that  might  be  willing  to  sponsor  a  few 
select  Haitians — currently  in  Haiti — who  have 
been  approved  for  refugee  status  by  the  U.S. 
government,  according  to  Lilia  Fernandez,  UM- 
COR’s  refugee  coordinator.  Refugees  must  be 
placed  in  areas  served  by  Church  World  Service 
projects,  she  said.  Possible  sponsors  may  call 
UMCOR  at  (212)  870-3806. 

CLERGY  FOR  CHOICE:  Clergy  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  were  recent  targets  of  harassment  by 
anti-abortion  activists.  In  Lincoln,  Neb.,  five 
churches — two  of  which  were  United  Method¬ 
ist — were  plastered  with  posters  of  bloody  fetus¬ 
es  on  a  Sunday  morning. 


Panel  seeks  to  end  Sunday  school  plummet 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Children  with  crayons  make  happy  pictures  at  Sunday  schools,  but  there  aren't  as  many  United 
Methodist  among  them  as  there  used  to  be,  says  a  recent  study  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Sales  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Sunday  school  ma¬ 
terials  peaked  in  the  early  1960s 
and  plummeted  to  an  all-time 
low  in  1992. 

And,  like  pundits  seeking  to  re¬ 
verse  the  U.S.  church’s  member¬ 
ship  slump,  the  panel  that 
oversees  curriculum  planning  is 
studying  myriad  causes  of  flag¬ 
ging  sales  in  hopes  of  reversal. 

A  study  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum  released  recently 
showed  that  annual  sales  have 
dropped  in  the  past  30  years  from 
an  all-time  high  of  more  than  31 
million  units  to  1 1  million. 

Member  decline  hurts 

Steady  decline  in  church  mem¬ 
bership  for  more  than  20  years  is 
an  obvious  factor  in  the  sales 
slump. 

Secular  trends  also  contribut¬ 
ed,  according  to  the  study,  from 
the  impact  of  television,  photo¬ 
copying  machines  and  comput¬ 
ers,  to  the  1970s  “God  Is  Dead" 
movement  and  the  change  in 
“blue  laws”  rendering  Sunday  as 
“no  longer  holy  to  the  nation.” 

Equally  strong  in-church  fac¬ 
tors  cited  as  negatively  affecting 
United  Methodist  curriculum 
sales  included: 

■  Decline  in  denominational 
loyalty  and  meteoric  rise  in  inde¬ 
pendent  publishing  competitors, 
such  as  David  C.  Cook  and 
Youth  Specialties; 

■  “Major  mistakes”  in  church¬ 
wide  youth  ministry,  including 

Andrew 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

“We’re  in  it  for  the  long  haul.” 

That  phrase  is  used  repeatedly 
to  describe  how  the  United 
Methodist  church  responds  after 
a  disaster. 

In  its  March  5  editions,  the  Re¬ 
porter  looked  at  how  the  church 
continues  to  respond  in  Florida 
six  months  after  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew  devastated  south  Dade 
County. 

Andrew  hit  Louisiana,  too,  al¬ 
though  the  damage  there  was  far 
less  than  in  Florida. 

The  church’s  Louisiana  disas¬ 
ter  coordinator,  Sarah  Schoeffier, 
calls  the  response  “a  good  heal¬ 
ing  time.” 

Some  1,300  volunteers  poured 
into  the  state  and  repaired  136 
homes  and  built  three  from  the 
ground  up. 


dissolution  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  in 
the  1970s,  drastically  affecting 
youth  church  participation; 

■  Recessed  U.S.  economy  in 
the  1970s  and  late  1980s,  prompt¬ 
ing  local  churches  to  spend  less  on 
church  school  resources; 

■  Changes  and  reductions  in 
churchwide  agencies,  reducing 


“We  still  have  35 1  houses  left  to 
do,”  Ms.  Schoeffier  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “Some  roofs  need  to  be 
done.  Every  time  it  rains,  some 
people  get  water  in  their  houses.” 

She  said  nearly  2,500  volun- 


It’s  been  some  three  years  since 
Hurricane  Hugo  hit  South  Caroli¬ 
na,  but  United  Methodists  are  still 
at  work  on  the  cleanup  there. 

Pat  Goss,  who  heads  the 
church’s  relief  efforts  in  the 
Charleston  district,  said  that  al¬ 
though  official  Hugo  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  ended  in  September  1992, 
a  few  isolated  cases  remain. 

During  the  recovery  period, 
United  Methodist  volunteers  and 
relief  workers  repaired  1,642 
homes  and  built  28  new  homes, 


the  staff  devoted  to  full-time  pro¬ 
motion  of  United  Methodist  re¬ 
sources  by  more  than  half; 

■  Departure  of  baby  boomers 
and  their  families  from  mainline 
churches. 

The  church’s  21 -member  Cur¬ 
riculum  Resources  Committee 
discussed  the  35-page  study  and 
plotted  strategies  during  its  re- 


teers  are  scheduled  to  come  in 
between  now  and  September. 

For  instance,  spring  break  will 
find  140  Wesley  Foundation  stu¬ 
dents  from  three  colleges  in  Tex¬ 
as  and  Oklahoma  working  on 


she  told  the  Reporter. 

But  the  work  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  other  relief  volunteers 
uncovered  a  disaster  in  South 
Carolina  not  caused  by  hurricane 
winds. 

“We  discovered  how  many  peo¬ 
ple  lived  in  poverty  and  in  sub¬ 
standard  conditions,”  she  said. 

"These  people  sometimes  had 
no  indoor  plumbing  and,  at 
times,  no  electricity.” 

An  outgrowth  of  that  finding  is 
the  South  Carolina  conference 


cent  meeting. 

Distrust  in  traditional  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  wake  of  the  Vietnam 
War  controversies,  the  Civil 
Rights  movement  and  Watergate 
found  young  adults  and  youth 
breaking  from  organized,  institu¬ 
tional  programs — including 
church  school — the  study  found. 

Youth  ministries — and  thus, 


repair  jobs  in  Louisiana. 

The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Louisi¬ 
ana  conference  council  director, 
told  the  Reporter  that  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  repairing  homes,  disaster 
coordinators  and  volunteers  have 


mission  outreach  office,  headed 
by  Ms.  Goss,  which  rebuilds  or 
rehabilitates  substandard  homes 
in  rural  areas  of  the  Charleston 
District. 

The  office’s  rebuilding  project, 
approved  by  United  Methodist 
Volunteers-In-Mission.  has  been 
awarded  grants  of  some 
5370,000  from  various  founda¬ 
tions  to  help  fund  work  done  by 
volunteers. 

In  addition,  Ms.  Goss  enlisted 
the  help  of  a  local  women’s  organi- 


active  participation  by  youth — 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
suffered  major  setbacks  in  the 
late  1960s  and  early  1970s,  the 
study  showed. 

In  1960  youth  enrollment  in 
the  Methodist  Sunday  School 
was  more  than  1.4  million;  cur¬ 
rently  it  is  little  more  than 
500,000. 

Youth  publications  have  de¬ 
clined  from  24.6  percent  to  8.5 
percent  of  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  products. 

The  denomination’s  youth  out¬ 
reach  was  further  shaken  in  the 
mid-1970s  when  the  denomina¬ 
tion  scuttled  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries. 
The  council,  known  for  its  con¬ 
troversial  stands  on  social  issues 
including  human  sexuality  and 
ethnic-minority  and  women’s 
rights,  was  disbanded  and  a  new 
organization,  with  a  softer  politi¬ 
cal  agenda,  was  organized. 

Lose  interest,  drop  out 

As  youths  and  their  adult  sup¬ 
porters  from  the  council  became 
convinced  that  the  church  was 
not  interested  in  their  thoughts, 
they  dropped  out  of  church  and 
Sunday  school. 

The  curriculum  committee’s 
chairperson.  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area),  said, 
“United  Methodism  has  shifted 
in  the  last  30  years  from  a  mostly 
rural  church  to  an  urban  one. 

“I’m  not  sure  our  curriculum  has 
made  the  shift  and  helped  people 
relate  the  Bible  and  their  faith  to 
their  concerns  as  urban  people.” 


helped  put  lives  back  together  in 
new  directions. 

He  said  he  expects  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  phase  of  Louisiana’s  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  destruction  to 
continue  for  about  two  years. 


zation.  Women  Involved  in  Rural 
Electrification,  to  teach  house¬ 
keeping,  budgeting  and  other  daily 
living  skills  to  people  who  live  in 
the  newly  renovated  houses. 

Women  who  participated  in 
this  program,  called  “Helping 
Hand,”  received  the  Pearl 
Award,  a  highly  coveted  national 
award  selected  from  more  than 
1,000  electrical  cooperatives 
throughout  the  country,  Ms. 
Goss  said. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


cleanup  becomes 


Three  years  later,  Hugo  recovery  continues 


' a  healing  time' 


Women's  rights  unit  targets  sexual  misconduct 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— The 
United  Methodist  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Wom¬ 
en  (COSROW)  recently  agreed  to  put 
combatting  sexual  misconduct  in  the 
church  at  the  top  of  a  list  of  four  pri¬ 
orities  for  1993-96. 

One  year  ago  the  church’s  legisla¬ 
tive  General  Conference  asked  the 
agency  to  lead  the  denomination  in  a 


plan  to  eliminate  sexual  harassment. 

The  commission  plans  to  conduct 
workshops  and  provide  resources, 
and  commission  leaders  are  offering 
to  assist  decision-makers  at  all  levels 
of  the  church  in  writing  policies  on 
sexual  harassment  and  misconduct. 

General  Conference  set  a  dead¬ 
line  of  Jan.  1,  1995,  for  churchwide 
agencies,  church-related  education¬ 
al  institutions  and  annual  (regional) 
conferences  to  submit  official  sexu- 
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A  record  high 
of  $130  million, 
or  4 2  percent  of  the 
total,  went  to 
churchwide  causes. 
This  is  almost  10% 
more  than  the  $118.5 
million  given  in  1991. 


That  $130  million 
funded  the  following: 

(In  mBons) 


United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
Advence  Specials  and  misc.  I 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  | 

te&j 

1  Episcopal  Fund 
^Black  College  Fund 
^Special  Sundays 

General  Administration 
Interdenominational  Cooperation 


Source:  United  Methodist  News  Service 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


al-harassment  policy  statements  to 
COSROW.  The  agency  will  prepare 
and  present  a  summary  report  to 
the  1 996  General  Conference. 

The  47-member  commission  de¬ 
voted  more  than  five  hours  of  its 
meeting  to  training  on  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  and  misconduct. 

Sessions  included  viewing  and 
discussion  of  “Not  in  My  Church,” 
a  professionally  produced,  ecu¬ 
menically  funded  video  that  drama¬ 
tizes  a  clergy  sexual  misconduct 
case  involving  a  United  Methodist 
congregation. 

“All  of  us  are  potential  abusers,” 
cautioned  the  Rev.  Stephanie  Anna 
Hixon  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  one  of  COS- 
ROW’s  two  executive  staff  leaders. 

In  encounters  between  pastor  and 
parishioner,  a  “clergyperson  is  always 


responsible  for  maintaining  the  integ¬ 
rity  of  the  ministerial  relationship 
(and)  maintaining  his  or  her  personal 
boundaries,”  Ms.  Hixon  said. 

The  commission’s  three  other  pri¬ 
orities  relate  to  inclusiveness,  reviv¬ 
ing  inactive  annual  conference-level 
commissions  and  raising  the  visibil¬ 
ity  of  COSROW. 

COSROW’s  efforts  to  expand  its 
monitoring  of  church  agencies,  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  seminaries  for 
inclusiveness  will  include  a  study  of 
the  effects  of  a  decision  by  United 
Methodism’s  Judicial  Council. 

That  decision  struck  down  a  man¬ 
date  for  church  boards  to  be  com¬ 
posed  of  one-third  laymen,  one-third 
laywomen  and  one-third  clergy. 

Under  current  church  law,  the  bal¬ 
ance  is  encouraged  but  not  required. 


Another  churchwide  group 
favors  bypassing  Colorado 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  what  Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer  of 
Chesterfield,  Mo.,  president,  called 
“our  first  hard  decision  together”  in 
the  1993-96  quadrennium,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  recently  urged  that  United 
Methodism’s  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  be  relocated  from  Colorado  to 
another  site  within  the  church’s  1 1- 
state  Western  Jurisdiction. 

COSROW  is  one  of  several 
groups  within  the  church  that  have 
objected  to  the  planned  Denver  site 
in  protest  of  a  state  constitutional 
amendment  passed  by  Colorado 
voters  in  November.  The  amend¬ 
ment  struck  down  ordinances  in 
three  Colorado  cities  specifying  civ¬ 


il  rights  for  gay  and  lesbian  people. 

COSROW  members  also  called 
for  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
to  be  given  a  voice  during  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  sessions  in  1996. 

The  commission,  which  seeks  to 
reach  decisions  by  consensus  rather 
than  by  traditional  parliamentary 
procedure,  was  apparently  unani¬ 
mous  in  requesting  a  voice  for  gays 
and  lesbians. 

However,  five  members,  includ¬ 
ing  both  bishops  on  the  commis¬ 
sion,  indicated  that  they  wished  to 
“stand  outside  the  consensus”  on 
seeking  to  move  the  churchwide 
meeting  out  of  Colorado. 

The  church's  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference  is  expected  to 
decide  in  June  whether  to  move  the 
meeting. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 


Methodist 

Devdopma 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churche. 
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Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term  $100 

4.80% 

1  year  term  $100 

3.00% 

Flexible  $100 

2.50% 

*  Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 473  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  101 15. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  ol  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 

own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  lirst  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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PEACE  AWARD  WINNER  DIES: 

The  Rev.  Zdravko  Beslov.  72,  who  received  the 
1 992  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  last  Sep- 
tember,  died  Feb.  26  in 
his  home  in  Sofia,  Bulgar¬ 
ia.  Mr.  Beslov  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bul¬ 
garia  and  pastor  of  Dr. 

Long  UMC  in  Sofia  (see 
related  article  on  Page  2). 

He  had  been  imprisoned  m 

for  14  years  under  com-  Zdravko  Beslov 
munism  because  of  his  refusal  to  compromise 
his  Christian  faith.  He  was  a  primary  negotia¬ 
tor  for  the  legal  recognition  of  the  church  in 
post-communist  Bulgaria  arid  for  the  return  of 
confiscated  church  property.  He  also  worked 
for  reconciliation  between  Christians  and  for¬ 
mer  communists  in  Bulgaria,  said  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  (Central 
and  Southern  Europe  Areal. 

TWO  HONORED:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Health  and  Welfare  Association  recently 
honored  a  hospital  administrator  and  a  philan¬ 
thropist  for  their  contributions  to  church-relat¬ 
ed  health  and  welfare  ministries.  Ronald  L. 
Smith,  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Harris  Methodist  Health  System  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  was  named  administrator  of  the 
year.  Fern  Cone  of  Lubbock,  Texas,  was 
named  to  the  association’s  Hall  of  Fame  in 
Philanthrophy  for  her  support  of  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Lubbock,  the  Methodist  Home  in 
Waco,  Texas,  and  the  Methodist  Mission 
Home  in  San  Antonio. 

PASTORS'  INSTITUTE:  A  pilot  pro¬ 
gram  to  energize  black  United  Methodist  cler¬ 
gy  kicks  off  March  15-17  in  Cincinnati. 
"Harvesting  New  Generations”  is  the  theme 
for  the  first  national  institute  for  black  pastors, 
co-sponsored  by  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  and  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  The  Rev.  Walter  Willis, 
senior  pastor  of  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Warrensville  Heights,  Ohio,  said 
workshops  will  focus  on  preaching  skills,  effec¬ 
tive  ministry,  pastoral  counseling,  worship  and 
empowering  laity. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  An  Ohio  minis¬ 
ter  will  become  executive  editor  of  United 
Methodist  youth  publications  May  1.  The 
Rev.  M.  Steven  Games  is  associate  director  of 
congregational  renewal  for  the  denomination’s 
West  Ohio  conference. 

HISTORIC  CHURCH:  Members  of 

Mamaroneck  (N.Y.)  United  Methodist 
Church  are  celebrating  the  church  building’s 
new  status  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  as  well  as  the  dedication  of  its  New 
York  State  Roadside  Marker.  A  recent  special 
service  of  dedication  included  Bishop  Forrest 
Stith  (New  York  Area)  and  U.S.  Congress- 
woman  Nita  Lowe.  The  Rev.  William  S.  Shil- 
lady,  pastor,  said  the  service  also  kicked  off  a 
campaign,  “Renewing,  Restoring,  Reviving  for 
the  21st  Century,”  to  raise  $500,000  to  restore 
the  church’s  facilities. 

RELIGION  AND  RACE  :  The  church’s 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  re¬ 
cently  authorized  95  grants  totaling  $247,500 
from  the  Minority  Group  Self-Determination 
Fund.  The  group’s  meeting  also  marked  the 
commission’s  25th  anniversary. 


Religious  stances 
on  public  policy 
sometimes  conflict 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

Editor-at-Large 

Leaders  of  mainline  U.S.  reli¬ 
gious  bodies  including  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  are 
undermining  their  own  efforts  to 
protect  the  environment. 

And  they’re  doing  so  by  work¬ 
ing  to  increase  the  number  of 
people  allowed  to  immigrate  to 
the  U.S.  each  year. 

Those  conclusions  were  pub¬ 
lished  recently  by  editors  of  “The 
Social  Contract.”  The  indepen¬ 
dent,  non-partisan  quarterly  jour¬ 
nal  monitors  public  policy  related 
to  environmental,  population  and 
immigration  issues. 

Opposing  efforts 

In  an  editorial  prefacing  the 
Michigan-based  publication’s 
"Winter”  issue,  editor  and  pub¬ 
lisher  John  H.  Tanton  cited  lead¬ 
ers  of  "organized  religion"  as 
opposing  efforts  to  limit  the  num¬ 
ber  of  immigrants  to  the  U.S. 

According  to  Mr.  Tanton,  how¬ 
ever,  opposition  to  controlling  the 
numbers  of  people,  whom  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  “multipliers  of  environ¬ 
mental  problems,”  directly 
contradicts  strong  stances  taken  by 
most  mainline  church  bodies  to 
protect  the  environment. 

In  support  of  Mr.  Tanton’s 
claim  of  “internal  contradictions” 
of  stances  taken  by  mainline 
church  bodies  on  environmental 
and  immigration  issues,  an  article 
by  Roy  Beck,  the  publication’s 
Washington,  D.C.  editor,  reported 
on  an  informal  survey  by  “T7ie  So¬ 
cial  Contract”  of  seven  major  U.S. 
religious  groupings  (see  chart). 

The  survey  “failed  to  find  a 
single  denomination  [within  the 
religious  groups  surveyed]  willing 
to  preserve  American  eco-sys- 
tems  if  it  means  tackling  U.S. 
population  growth,”  saidrMr. 
Beck,  a  former  associate  editor  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Range  of  issues 

The  survey  described  the 
stance  of  the  various  religious 
bodies  on  a  range  of  related  is¬ 
sues  including  population  stabili¬ 
zation,  quality  of  environment, 
and  immigration  restrictions. 

The  stances  ranged  from  “fa¬ 
vor  aggressively”  to  “oppose  ag¬ 
gressively”  with  options  in 
between  the  two  extremes. 

The  survey’s  “Liberal  Protes¬ 
tant”  group,  which  included  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  was 
found  to  “favor  aggressively” 
policies  that  improve  the  quality 
of  the  environment. 

The  same  group,  however,  was 
found  to  “oppose  aggressively” 
policies  to  restrict  U.S.  immigra¬ 
tion  to  historic  levels  of  300,000 
per  year. 


The  survey  " failed  to 
find  a  single 
denomination  willing 
to  preserve  American 
eco-systems  if  it  means 
tackling  U.S. 
population  growth." 


The  “Social  Principles,”  the 
UMC’s  official  social  teachings 
contained  in  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  support  care  for  the  envi¬ 
ronment  (Par.  70)  and  population 
stabilization  (Par.  72h)  but  make 
no  explicit  reference  to  immigra¬ 
tion  policy. 

The  1992  Book  of  Resolutions, 
a  compilation  of  non-binding 
statements  on  a  variety  of  specif¬ 
ic  issues  adopted  by  the  church’s 
top  law-making  body,  contains 
four  entries  related  to  immigra¬ 
tion  topics. 

All  directly  or  indirectly  support 
relaxed  immigration  controls  un¬ 
der  specified  circumstances  such 
as  providing  sanctuary  for  refu¬ 
gees  from  Central  America. 


Where  do 
the  groups 
listed  below 
stand  on  . . . 


Conflicting  issues  of  faith? 


Protact  quality 
of  Environmant 


World  population 
Stabilization 


U.S.  population 
Stabilization 


Encouraga  immigrant* 
to  atay  at  origin 


Roman 

Catholic 


Baptist, 

Evangelical, 

Pentecostal 


Liberal 

Protestant 


Islam 


Orthodox 

(Eastern) 

Christian 


Latter-Day 

Saints 


Judaism 


Favor 

strongly 


Favor 

passively 


Oppose 


Oppose 

aggressively 


Beginning 
to  favor 


No  stance 


Inclined 
to  favor 


Oppose 

passively 


Favor 

aggressively 


Favor 

strongly 


Favor 

passively 


Oppose 


Oppose 

aggressively 


Favor 

passively 


Favor 

passively 


Oppose 

passively 


Oppose 

passively 


Favor 

passively 


Oppose 

passively 


Oppose 

passively 


No  stance 


Favor 

strongly 
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Favor 

strongly 


Inclined 
to  oppose 


Oppose 


Oppose 

aggressively 


Source.'  Iht  Social  Contract ’ 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 

An  informal  survey  by  "The  Social  Contract,"  an  independent  journal  that  monitors  public  poli¬ 
cy  on  environmental,  population  and  immigration  issues,  shows  the  range  of  stances  taken  by 
U.S.  religious  groupings  on  those  issues.  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  included  in  the  survey 
in  the  category  labeled  "Liberal  Protestants."  In  the  journal's  current  issue,  editors  maintain 
that  positions  taken  by  many  religious  bodies  are  at  cross  purposes  with  each  other,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  environment  and  immigration  (see  related  stories). 


Why  is  immigration  sometimes  a  priority? 


Why  do  U.S.  religious  leaders 
tend  to  give  priority  to  immigra¬ 
tion  any  time  it  collides  with  en¬ 
vironmental  values  (see  related 
story)? 

In  the  winter  issue  of  “The  So¬ 
cial  Contract,”  Washington  Edi¬ 
tor  Roy  Beck  offered  six  possible 
explanations: 

/  The  Parable  of  the  Last 
Judgment  (Matthew  25:31-56). 

“The  more  liberal  the  Christian 
denomination,  the  more  likely  it  is 
that  officials  will  interpret  this 
scripture  in  a  literal  and  funda¬ 
mentalist  way,”  Mr.  Beck  said. 

Specifically,  he  said  that  the 
“great  fear  ”  is  that  any  “stranger” 
prohibited  from  crossing  U.S.  bor¬ 
ders  may  in  effect  be  Jesus. 

✓  “Do  not  mistreat  the  alien” 
(Leviticus  19:33-34). 

“Immigration  advocates  tend 
to  interpret  it  as  requiring  grant¬ 
ing  to  strangers  at  the  gate  per¬ 
manent  residence  in  the  United 
States  with  all  rights  of  citizen¬ 
ship,”  Mr.  Beck  said. 

S  Anti-abortion  theology. 

“Leaders  of  the  majority  of  re¬ 
ligious  Americans  strongly  op¬ 
pose  abortion,”  Mr.  Beck  said. 
“They  tend  to  see  efforts  to  con¬ 
trol  population  growth  as  neces¬ 
sarily  including  abortion.” 

•f  White-affluent-American 
guilt. 


Religious  leaders  who  believe 
that  irresponsible  U.S.  military 
and  economic  conduct  causes  a  lot 
of  the  world’s  suffering  insist  that 
the  victims  of  such  conduct  should 
not  be  blocked  “from  seeking  bet¬ 
ter  lives  by  moving  to  . . .  the 
United  States,”  Mr.  Beck  said. 

/  Globalism. 

Christians  believe  that  politi¬ 
cal  borders  have  no  ultimate 


standing  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
Mr.  Beck  indicates. 

/  Ignorance/naivete. 

“It  is  difficult  to  judge  the  in¬ 
tention  or  depth  of  conviction 
behind  most  U.S.  religious  lead¬ 
ers,’  population  beliefs  because 
there  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  much  careful  and  strenuous 
consideration  of  the  issues,”  Mr. 
Beck  said. 


Specifically,  Mr.  Beck 
said  that  the  " great 
fear"  is  that  any 
"stranger  "  prohibited 
from  crossing  U.S. 
borders  may  in  effect 
be  Jesus. 


UM  environmental  specialist  says 
immigration  controls  won't  help 


A  United  Methodist  specialist 
in  environmental  justice  issues 
takes  sharp  exception  to  views 

stated  in  the  current  . - 

issue  of  “The  Social 
Contract,”  particular¬ 
ly  to  Roy  Beck’s  arti¬ 
cle  on  “Religions  and 
the  Environment”  (see 
above). 

“Mr.  Beck’s  logic  is 
faulty,”  according  to 
Jaydee  Hanson,  an 
executive  with  the 
church’s  social  action  agency. 

“We  need  to  be  careful  about 
our  assumptions,”  Mr.  Hanson 
told  the  Reporter. 

“All  of  us  need  to  be  working 


on  problems  related  to  popula¬ 
tion,  but  immigration  controls 
aren’t  the  answer.  Immigration  is 
the  main  cause  of  pop¬ 
ulation  growth  in  the 
U.S.  but  not  of  envi¬ 
ronmental  problems.” 

Mr.  Hanson  said, 
“Mr.  Beck  misunder¬ 
stands  a  fundamental 
aspect  of  ecology, 
namely  that  we’re 
talking  about  a  global 
environmental  crisis. 

“Immigration  is  a  problem, 
but  we  can’t  solve  the  problems 
of  the  world  by  erecting  barriers 
on  our  borders  and  keeping  ev¬ 
erybody  out.” 


Restrict  U.S. 
^Immigration  J 


Population  distribution,  not  im¬ 
migration,  is  a  much  bigger  prob¬ 
lem  in  the  U.S.,  Mr.  Hanson  said. 

“In  fact,  some  communities 
would  be  better  off  with  more  peo¬ 
ple.  Too  many  people  are  moving 
to  the  coasts. 

“Counting  the  Great  Lakes  pop¬ 
ulation,  about  80  percent  of  the 
U.S.  population  lives  in  coastal  ar¬ 
eas.  Migration  from,  not  immigra¬ 
tion  to,  such  areas  is  the  real 
problem.” 

Mr.  Hanson  said  that  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  “consis¬ 
tently  argued  for  more  equity 
about  who  gets  to  come  here.  But 
we’ve  also  consistently  advocated 
for  changing  conditions  that  make 
immigration  necessary.” 


UMCOR  approves  $100,000  Mozambique  relief  grant 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Responding  to  an  evaluation  that 
“Mozambique  is,  at  all  times,  just 
days  away  from  starvation,”  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  approved  a  $100,000  re¬ 
lief  grant  for  that  country. 

The  grant,  to  be  used  for  food. 


NEUMANN 


The  Graduate  Program  in 
Pastoral  Counseling  offers 
professional  education  and  de¬ 
velopment  leading  to... 


•Master  of  Science 

•  Certificate  of 
Advanced  Study 

•  Certificate  in 
Spiritual  Direction 


...intergration  across 
the  curriculum  of 
Psychology  and  Theology. 

Call  Admissions  Office  at  (215)  459-0905 
or  for  more  information  and  a  catalog,  send 
below  to:  Neumann  College.  Admissions, 
Aston.  PA  19014 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City  i _ _ _ 

State _  Zip _ 


Phone  (home)  _ 
UM  (work)  _ 


seeds,  tools  and  clothing,  will  be 
distributed  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Mozambique  under 
the  direction  of  Bishop  Joao  So- 
mane  Machado. 

During  a  tour  of  drought-plagued 
Southern  Africa  last  fall,  UMCOR 
consultants  Ann  and  Walter 
Grayum  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  found 
drought  and  long-time  civil  war  had 
devastated  Mozambique. 

The  couple  said  refugees  and  dis¬ 
placed  persons  are  scattered  every¬ 


where,  structures  of  communication 
and  transportation  are  almost  non-ex¬ 
istent  and  75-90  percent  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  needs  immediate  food  aid. 

“If  the  thin  supply  lines  break 
down,  chaos  will  result,”  Walter 
Grayum  reported. 

“There  is  no  doubt  another  So¬ 
malia  will  occur  unless  non-govem- 
mental  organization  food-supply 
efforts  continue  and  some  stability 
returns  to  the  government.” 

“I  wanted  to  wrap  my  arms 


around  that  whole  country  and 
comfort  it  like  a  mother  does  a 
hurting  child,”  Ann  Grayum  said. 

“Never  have  I  looked  into  eyes 
that  have  seen  such  atrocities  ...  yet 
they  continue  against  great  odds.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mozambique  continues  to  grow  and 
can  make  a  difference  in  the  future 
of  the  country,  according  to  the 
Grayums. 

The  Methodist  Hospital  at  Chicu- 
que,  for  example,  “seemed  like  an  oa¬ 


sis  of  mercy  in  the  desert  of  pain  and 
suffering,”  he  said.  “The  entire  com¬ 
plex  and  its  services  are  a  real  credit 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
presence  in  Mozambique.” 

Tired  of  the  HUMP?  j 
The  solution—  15  j 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  j 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


So  ya'  wanna 
Theologize  or  what? 


MOZAMBIQUE— 
Ann  Grayum, 
an  UMCOR 
consultant  from 
Kansas  City,  Mo., 
joins  a  United 
Methodist 
Women's 
celebration — 
Mozambique  style. 
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•  Durable  50/50  Cotton/Poly 
blend,  long-sleeved  sweatshirt 

•  White  lettering  on  dark  navy 

•  Sizes  M.L,  XL— $17.50 

•  Size  XXL— $19.50 

•  Add  $4.50  each  ship  &  handling 

•  Mo.  residents  add  tax — 

$1.14  for  M-XL  or  $1.26  for  XXL 

•  Satisfaction  or  refund 

•  Allow  4-6  weeks  for  delivery 
GLORY  COMMUNICATIONS 

51 1  Dustin  Drive,  Dept.  A-2 
Columbia,  MO  65203 
(314)  443-2726 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  4000-MEMBER,  multiple 
staff  church  adjacent  to  Oklahoma  University  cam¬ 
pus.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  McFadin  Methodist  Church,  Box  6390, 
Norman,  OK  730706390. 


A  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  1400- 
members  located  in  Central  Texas  university  com¬ 
munity  30  miles  north  of  Austin  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Youth  Director/Minister.  Working  with 
the  Youth  Design  Team  and  under  the  supervision 
of  the  senior  pastor,  implements  a  comprehensive 
youth  program  for  junior  and  senior  high  youth. 
Responsibilities  include  Sunday  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  programs,  mid-week  activities,  and  planned 
events  throughout  the  year.  Requirements  include: 
a  bachelor’s  degree  with  strong  preference  for  semi¬ 
nary  training;  experience  in  working  with  youth  in 
a  religious  or  non-profit  setting;  demonstrated  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  policy-setting  boards,  and  the 
knowledge  and  ability  to  train  effective  volunteers 
for  working  with  youth.  Compensation  package  to 
mid  S20s.  Resume  must  be  received  by  5:00  p.m. 
on  March  19,  1993.  Reply  to:  Chair-SPR  FUMC, 
410  E  University,  Georgetown,  TX  78626. 


EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of 
Music  to  direct  the  youth  and  adult  choirs  and  en¬ 
hance  our  total  youth  ministry.  800-member  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation  in  Liberal,  KS.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Chuck  Winkler,  Box 
916,  Liberal,  KS  67905-0916.  Application  deadline 
April  15. ; 


CHURCH  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULLTIME  in 

growing  multiple  staff,  1000+  member  congrega¬ 
tion.  Adult,  children,  and  youth  responsibilities.  Ca¬ 
reer  oriented  individual  desired  Send  resume  to: 
StafFPansh  Committee,  1747  E  Republic  Road, 
Springfield,  MO  65804. 


_ _  5  year  old 

church  located  in  fastest  growing  area  of  middle 
Tennessee.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  is  4 50- 
mem  her  church  in  need  of  person  with  multi-skills 
to  assist  in  unfolding  ministries  of  creative,  open 
congregation.  Skills  desired  in  music,  vouth,  pro¬ 
gram  resourcing  and  willingness  to  be  flexible,  self¬ 
starter.  Unique  opportunity  for  right  person.  Hours 
and  salary  negotiable.  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  motivated  congregation  with  vitality. 
Future  unlimited  Send  resume,  with  references:  Jo 
Sevcms,  508  Franklin  Road  Franklin,  TN  37064. 


DRAMA  STIRS  DEBATE  Los  Altos,  CA.  In¬ 
volvement  led  to  discussion  and  lively  analysis  by 
members  of  UMC  who  watched  “Woman  At  The 
Weir  performed  by  three  fellow  members.  This 
was  the  first  in  a  senes  offered  in  a  discussion  class. 
Dramatic  presentation  brought  a  sense  of  reality/ 
provoked  questions  regarding  judgmentalism,  lis¬ 
tening  with  compassion.  Other  groups  may  want  to 
try  acting  or  just  reading  to  stimulate  thought.  This 
chancel  drama  and  14  others  are  available  in  pa¬ 
perback  "Illustrations  of  Faith.”  Just  send  $13.23 
($13.95  in  CA)  to:  Word  Service  A,  921  Spencer 
Way.  Los  Altos,  CA  94024.  Or  free  brochure. 
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Journal  expands  religion  coverage 


Publisher  estimates  of  dollar  sales  of  religious 
titles  have  increased  every  year  over  the  past  five 
years,  rising  from  $573  million  in  1 986  to  $839 
million  in  1991. 
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Age  doesn't  slow  Lord  Soper 

LONDON — British  Methodist  pastor  Lord  Donald  Soper  holds 
his  own  with  hecklers  at  London's  Hyde  Park  despite  his  90 
years  of  age.  Millions  of  Britishers  watched  a  recent  birthday 
celebration  televised  from  the  West  London  Mission  where  he 
has  been  a  minister  since  1936.  After  an  early-morning  service 
of  Holy  Communion  and  a  packed  service  of  celebration  at 
Hinde  Street  Methodist  Church,  he  headed  off  to  Speakers' 
Corner,  Hyde  Park.  There  at  3  p.m.  he  mounted  the  West  Lon¬ 
don  Mission  stand  in  front  of  a  500-strong  crowd,  something 
he  has  done  for  more  than  40  years.  Lord  Soper,  an  ardent 
pacifist,  received  the  World  Methodist  Council  Peace  Award  in 
1981. 

Black  spiritual  reminds 
of  Jesus's  suffering 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Religious  book 
[publishing  has  come  of  age,  if  re¬ 
cent  changes  at  “Publishers  Week¬ 
ly”  are  any  indication. 

Statistically,  the  growing  interest  in 
religious  books  is  well  documented. 
’Now  that  has  been  acknowledged  in¬ 
stitutionally  with  the  decision  of 
“Publishers  Weekly”  to  create  a  reli¬ 
gious  books  department  and  name  a 
full-time  religion  editor. 

“Publishers  Weekly,”  the  stand¬ 
ard  journal  of  the  book  publishing 
:  industry,  had  handled  news  of  reli¬ 
gious  publishing  through  a  part- 
time  contributing  editor. 

Phyllis  Tickle,  the  publishing  in¬ 
dustry  veteran  appointed  as  religion 
:  editor  in  December,  said  the  changes 
at  the  publishing  industry  journal 
mean  “not  just  a  new  editor  but  a 
:  real  expansion  of  religion  coverage.” 

Not  just  a  niche 

In  a  recent  interview  she  said  her 
goal  is  to  “de-ghettoize”  the  cover¬ 
age  of  religious  book  publishing,  to 


"We'll  Understand  It  Better,  By  and 
By:  Pioneering  African  American 
Gospel  Composers,"  edited  by  Ber¬ 
nice  Johnson  Reagon  (Smithsonian 
Institution  Press) 

By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Gospel  music  is  now  so  popular 
that  it  has  its  own  Grammy  catego¬ 
ry.  It  wasn’t  always  so. 

In  the  beginning,  at  the  roots,  gos¬ 
pel  music  was  the  religious  expres¬ 
sion  of  a  marginalized  people 
moving  from  the  rural  communities 
of  the  South  to  the  urban  centers  of 
the  North. 

“Into  new  urban  communities, 
we  brought  dreams  of  change;  we 
also  brought  as  much  of  the  past  as 
we  could  carry — traditions  that  pro¬ 
vided  solid  ground  for  uprooted 
families  in  strange,  often  cold  envi¬ 
ronments,”  writes  Bemice  Johnson 
Reagon  in  the  introduction  to  this 
wonderful,  essential  new  book. 

“We’ll  Understand  It  Better,  By 
and  By”  is  among  the  first-fruits  of 
a  Smithsonian-sponsored,  seven- 
year  study  in  the  history  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  African-American  gospel 
music. 

The  project,  which  also  includes 
scholarly  conferences  and  live  per¬ 
formances,  was  directed  by  Ms. 
Reagon,  curator  at  the  National 
Museum  of  American  History  but 
perhaps  better  known  as  the  artistic 
director  of  “Sweet  Honey  and  the 
Rock.” 

She  is  also  fondly  remembered  as 
a  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating 
Committee  activist,  a  militant  col¬ 
lege-based  civil  rights  organization 
of  the  mid-1960s,  and  one  of  the 
original  Freedom  Singers  of  the 


treat  the  field  as  an  “active  segment 
of  the  industry”  instead  of  a  narrow 
niche  whose  appeal  is  limited. 

The  new  alignment  at  “Publish¬ 
ers  Weekly”  will  be  akin  to  moving 
religion  news  off  the  “religion” 
pages  of  daily  newspapers  and  into 
the  mainstream  of  general  news  re¬ 
ported  on  other  pages,  explained 
Ms.  Tickle,  who  was  the  founding 
director  of  St.  Luke’s  Press. 

She  also  previously  covered  reli¬ 
gious  publishing  for  Small  Press 
and  Multicultural  Review  and  is  the 
author  of  more  than  a  dozen  books. 

“My  being  here  is  only  the  tip  of 
a  mighty  iceberg  beneath  the  sur¬ 
face,”  said  Ms.  Tickle,  who  will  take 
charge  of  a  bank  of  freelance  writers 
out  of  her  home  in  Millington, 
Tenn. 


Review 


1960s  civil  rights  movement. 

“We’ll  Understand  It  Better,” 
then,  is  just  one  part  of  this  multi¬ 
year,  multi-faceted  effort,  but  its 
significance  cannot  be  overstated. 

The  heart  of  the  book  contains  es¬ 
says  on  six  of  the  key  figures  in  the 
development  of  “a  major  sacred 
music  of  20th  century  America” — 
Charles  Albert  Tindley,  Lucie  E. 
Campbell  Williams,  Thomas  A. 
Dorsey,  William  Brewster,  Roberta 
Martin  and  Kenneth  Morris. 

In  addition,  overview  essays,  one 
by  Ms.  Reagon  introducing  the 
Smithsonian  project,  and  another 
by  Portia  K.  Maultsby  on  the  im¬ 
pact  of  gospel  music  on  the  secular 
music  industry,  provide  a  cultural 
framework  for  the  discussion  and 
analyses  of  the  six  figures. 

Two  to  four  essays  are  devoted  to 
each  of  the  six  figures,  including 
biographical  information  and  oral 
histories,  as  well  as  sophisticated 
analysis  of  key  compositions. 

“Basic  gospel-song  musical  struc¬ 
tures  rest  on  the  sacred-music  tradi¬ 
tion  within  the  black  community: 
congregational  style  singing  with  its 
call-and-response  forms,  and  slow- 
metered,  lined  out  Protestant 
hymns,”  Ms.  Reagon  writes. 

Although  the  recently  deceased 
Thomas  A.  Dorsey  is  often  called 
“the  father  of  gospel  music,”  the 
pioneer  of  the  new  music  was 
Charles  Albert  Tindley,  best  known 
for  the  great  “Stand  By  Me.”  His 
compositions  formed  the  base  on 
which  the  other  composers  were 
treated  in  the  book. 


“Religious  publishing  is  becom¬ 
ing  such  a  big  part  of  the  dollar,  it’s 
just  hard  to  refute,”  she  said. 

Breaking  $1  billion 

According  to  statistics  from  the 
American  Booksellers  Association, 
publisher  estimates  of  dollar  sales 
of  religious  titles  have  increased  ev¬ 
ery  year  over  the  past  five  years,  ris¬ 
ing  from  $573  million  in  1986  to 
$839  million  in  1991. 

By  1995,  the  publishers  predict, 
sales  of  religious  books  will  break 
the  $1  billion  mark  for  the  first 
time. 

Illustrating  the  magazine’s  new 
direction,  Ms.  Tickle  said,  was  the 
“Publishers  Weekly”  decision  to 
run  a  story  on  Vice  President  Dan 
Quayle’s  memoirs  as  a  news  story  in 


Survey:  Faith 
affects  ethics 
at  workplace 

By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Does  religious 
faith  make  a  difference  when  it 
comes  to  workplace  ethics? 

After  three  years  of  research,  a 
survey  of  2,000  persons,  175  in- 
depth  interviews  and  10,000 
pages  of  verbatim  transcripts,  so¬ 
ciologist  Robert  Wuthnow  of 
Princeton  University  believes  he 
has  an  answer. 

At  a  recent  seminar  sponsored 
by  Religion  in  American  Life,  an 
interfaith  organization  based  in 
Princeton,  N.J.,  Mr.  Wuthnow 
said  his  research  reveals  that,  all 
too  often,  workplace  ethics  are 
devoid  of  any  overarching  frame¬ 
work,  like  that  provided  by  deep¬ 
ly  held  religious  belief. 

They  are  based  instead,  he 
said,  on  “multiple,  vague,  subjec¬ 
tive  guidelines  (that)  can  lead  to 
ethical  fudging.” 

Such  subjective  views  of  eth¬ 
ics,  he  said,  result  in  curious  con¬ 
tradictions  such  as  the  following: 

Eighty-eight  percent  of  the 
people  surveyed  said  they  are  al¬ 
ways  ethical  at  work.  But  one- 
third  of  the  respondents  said 
they  have  observed  unethical 
conduct  on  the  part  of  others. 

According  to  Mr.  Wuthnow, 
one-half  of  the  business  executives 
said  they  believe  it  is  necessary  to 
“bend  the  rules”  to  get  ahead. 

For  many  people,  Mr.  Wuth¬ 
now  said,  workplace  ethics  “sel¬ 
dom  means  more  than  just  trying 
to  be  honest,"  when  honesty 
means  “little  more  than  not  tell¬ 
ing  a  baldfaced  lie.” 


its  Feb.  I  edition  instead  of  confin¬ 
ing  it  to  her  column  on  religious 
publishing. 

The  story  was  an  important  one, 
Ms.  Tickle  said,  about  “a  religious 
decision  made  by  the  former  vice 
president  of  the  United  States  on  a 
religious  basis.” 

Mr.  Quayle  chose  to  have  his 
memoirs  published  by  the  giant  trade 
publisher  HarperCollins  and  its 
Christian  books  subsidiary,  Zonder- 
van,  based  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

The  joint  venture,  “Publishers 
Weekly”  pointed  out  in  its  story, 
■represents  an  attempt  to  market  the 
memoirs  not  only  to  the  Christian 
market  but  to  the  general  trade 
market  as  well. 

Increasingly,  industry  experts  say, 
religious  publishers  are  tapping  into 
so-called  “secular”  markets. 

At  the  same  time,  general  trade 
publishers  are  publishing  more  and 
more  books  that  end  up  in  expand¬ 
ed  religious  book  sections  of  book¬ 
stores  that  cater  to  secular 
audiences. 

Wesley 
prof  uses 
'Hypertext' 

Duke  University  News 

DURHAM,  N.C.— Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  Divinity  School  professor  Ted 
Campbell  says  it’s  appropriate  that 
he’s  using  a  new  computer  technol¬ 
ogy  to  write  an  extensive  history  of 
Methodist  Church  founder  John 
Wesley. 

“1  sometimes  tell  my  students 
that  John  Wesley  had  a  laptop,”  Dr. 
Campbell  says. 

“Of  course  it  wasn’t  really  a  com¬ 
puter,  it  was  a  lap  desk  that  he  kept 
in  his  carriage  when  he  was  riding 
around  England,  so  he  could  carry 
on  his  correspondence  wherever  he 
was,  just  as  we  do  today  with  laptop 
computers. 

On  top  of  the  media 

“The  point  is,  Wesley  was  on  top 
of  the  media  and  technology  of  his 
age,  so  it’s  not  surprising  he’s 
emerging  in  the  media  of  our  age.” 

Using  a  computer  medium  called 
“hypertext,”  Dr.  Campbell  is  put¬ 
ting  together  a  document  called 
“John  Wesley  and  the  Christian 
Tradition,”  which  will  examine 
Wesley’s  religious  roots. 

Hypertext  will  allow  Dr.  Camp¬ 
bell  to  insert  pop-up  notes,  graphics 
and  illustrations  into  the  copy  and 
write  what  he  calls  a  “multi-thread¬ 
ed”  account  of  Wesley’s  life  and  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  finished  product  will  not  be 
printed  out  and  published  as  a 
hardcover  book  but  is  being  pro¬ 
duced  as  a  work  that  will  be  called 
up  and  read  on  a  computer  screen. 

“Imagine  a  book  in  which  several 
storylines  are  going  on  at  the  same 
time,”  he  said. 

“Using  the  computer,  the  reader 
will  be  able  to  follow  one  particular 
plot  and  at  a  point  where  it  merges 
with  another  plot,  elect  to  follow 
forwards  or  backwards  in  time  to 
any  of  those  strands  of  influence 
that  he  or  she  wishes  to.” 

Because  of  the  way  traditional 
books  are  written,  Dr.  Campbell 
says  the  literature  about  Wesley  has 
typically  had  a  “single-threaded” 
character  that  portrayed  him  as  the 
inheritor  of  a  particular  Christian 
tradition. 

Was  he  a  Puritan? 

“Was  John  Wesley  basically  a  Pu¬ 
ritan?  A  Catholic  mystic,  an  Angli¬ 
can  or  a  pietist? 

“Since  the  19th  century,  a  train 
of  printed  books  has  appeared,  each 
claiming  Wesley  for  a  particular 
strain  of  Christian  tradition.” 

Dr.  Campbell  says  using  hyper¬ 
text  for  an  academic  document 
presents  several  challenges. 

The  first  will  be  to  incorporate 
the  medium  into  the  process  of  peer 
review,  a  process  that  is  critical  in 
the  discusion  and  acceptance  of 
printed  academic  works. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Campbell  says  he 
is  unsure  how  the  project  will  be 
distributed,  since  few  outlets  for  hy¬ 
pertext  exist  in  the  academic  world. 

Despite  those  difficulties,  Dr. 
Campbell  says  using  hypertext  will 
be  worth  the  information  he’ll  get 
out  of  it. 


They  crucified  my  Lord, 

And  he  never  said  a  mumbalin’ 
word ; 

They  crucified  my  Lord, 

And  he  never  said  a  mumbalin ' 
word, 

Not  a  word,  not  a  word,  no i  a  word. 

By  WILLIAM  ).  REYNOLDS 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  poignant 
spirituals  about  the  crucifixion  and 
death  of  our  Lord. 

The  simplicity  of  the  text  and  the 
pathos  so  evident  in  the  music  are 
truly  characteristic  of  the  Afro- 
American  spiritual. 

After  the  statement  “They  cruci¬ 
fied  my  Lord”  and  the  response 
“And  he  never  said  a  mumbalin 
word,"  the  stanzas  follow: 

"They  nailed  him  to  the  tree,  ’* 
"They  pierced  him  in  the  side,  " 
"His  blood  came  trickling  down,  ” 
and 

"He  hung  his  head  and  died.  " 

The  unknown  slaves,  generations 
ago,  who  shared  in  the  formation  of 
these  words  and  the  music  captured 
in  an  extraordinary  way  the  depth 
of  our  Lord’s  agony  and  anguish. 

The  quietly  repeated  phrase, 
“Not  a  word,  not  a  word,  not  a 
word,”  that  ends  each  stanza  is  a  re¬ 
minder  that  Jesus  did  not  confront 


Dear  Readers: 

I  received  a  short  note  from  a 
clergywoman  thanking  me  for  my  re¬ 
sponse  to  Josh,  the  abusive  husband 
who  wanted  his  wife  back,  but  she  re¬ 
quested  that  it  not  be  published. 

I  want  to  express  my  thanks  here 
because  /  get  many  more  letters  of 
criticism  when  someone  disagrees 
than  from  those  who  agree. 

I  would  also  like  to  share  some 
other  thoughts  with  you. 

■  Many  people  today  try  very  hard 
to  manage  and  solve  their  own  prob¬ 
lems. 

There  is  much  that  individuals  or 
families  can  do  about  many  of  the 
problems  in  our  lives. 

But  there  are  other  problems  that 
we  make  little  headway  on  when  we 
try  to  go  it  alone.  Then  counseling 
can  also  help. 

However,  there  are  some  social  is¬ 
sues  in  our  society  that  impact  indi¬ 
viduals  and  families,  and  they  have 
to  be  addressed  by  society. 

Unemployment,  health  care,  child 
care  and  elderly  parents  who  need  our 
care  are  just  some  of  these  issues. 

Families  are  seen  more  and  more 
in  food  pantries  and  homeless  shel¬ 
ters.  Often  it  is  not  because  they  are 
lazy  but  because  they  cannot  earn 
enough  to  pay  for  both  rent  and food. 


History 
of  Hymns 


or  challenge  those  who  crucified 
him  but  submitted  himself  to  his 
Father's  will. 

Some  contemporary  Christian 
songs  picture  Jesus  in  a  confronta¬ 
tional  stance,  challenging  those  who 
crucified  him  in  words  not  found  in 
scripture  and  in  violation  of  the 
biblical  teaching  that  he  willingly 
gave  himself  to  be  crucified. 

This  spiritual  and  “Were  You 
There  When  They  Crucified  My 
Lord”  give  us  two  songs  about  the 
crucifixion  of  our  Lord  that  greatly 
enrich  Christian  song. 

Surely  the  slaves  readily  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  suffering  and  humilia¬ 
tion  of  Jesus. 

As  they  read  the  scriptural  ac¬ 
count  of  Calvary  and  Christ’s  burial 
in  a  borrowed  tomb,  they  felt  a  per¬ 
sonal  grief  deep  in  their  souls. 

Sing  the  spiritual  thoughtfully, 
sing  it  slowly,  sing  it  with  a  renewed 
awareness  of  every  line. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I  Glory" 


Dear  Deborah 


People  can  easily  give  up  when 
they  are  caught  in  social  issues  that 
affect  them  but  they  are  unable  to  do 
much  about  them. 

The  resources  of  our  Christian  faith 
and  the  strength  to  be  found  in  God 
can  give  people  hope  and  can  help 
them  survive  even  when  they  feel  that 
they  cannot  go  on  anymore. 

Many  of  us  can  say,  "There  but 
for  the  grace  of  God  go  I." 

I  know  there  are  many  ways  that 
churches  are  reaching  out  to  these 
folks.  My  concern  is  that  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  help  them  we  do  not  treat 
them  like  second-class  citizens. 

All  people  are  of  sacred  worth  and 
deserve  respect  and  courtesy  even 
when  they  are  down  and  out.  I  would 
be  pleased  to  hear  any  thoughts  you 
have  along  these  lines. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  “ Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONA  L,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


UMNS  fHOTO  COURTESY  OF  RICHARD  REEVES 


Hatchery  at  university  aids  farmers,  research 

ZIMBABWE — More  than  200  fish  farmers  in  rural  Zimbabwe  will  receive  needed  talipia  finger- 
lings  (an  indigenous  fish)  for  their  ponds,  thanks  to  a  hatchery  operated  at  Africa  University  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  country's  government.  In  addition  to  stock  for  farmers,  the  project  provides 
aquaculture  research  and  undergraduate  training.  Ernest  Muzorewa,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
and  the  university's  director  of  practical  agriculture,  who  has  a  master's  degree  in  science,  over¬ 
sees  the  hatchery's  operation. 

Understanding  gospel 
music  'better  by  and  by' 


Deborah  says  'help 
needs;  don't  hurt  pride' 
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From  The 
Director 

It  was  a  marvelous  year  for  your 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  With 
the  addition  of  the  Stafford  Trust,  we 
have  almost  doubled  the  assets  under 
management  I  am  grateful  to  the  Lord 
for  being  allowed  to  work  in  this 
important  ministry  and  grateful  to  all 
the  churches  and  individuals  who  have 
trusted  us  to  help  them  manage  their 
money  or  realize  their  charitable  intentions. 

But  we  are  literally  only  scratching  the  surface  of  our  potential.  There  are 
many  committed  Christians  and  faithful  church  members  out  there  who  would 
gladly  make  a  charitable  gift  to  their  church  or  conference  institution  but  do 
not  have  the  information.  Our  mission  this  Foundation  Sunday  is  to  reach 
further,  to  every  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  let  them  know  we 
are  here  to  SERVE  THEM.  If  you  or  someone  you  know  could  benefit  from 
the  services  of  the  Foundation  please  write  or  call. 

If  you  inquire  there  is  no  obligation.  1  hope  you  will  enjoy  the  articles  on 
this  page.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  me. 

Grace  31,11  peace  L  W' 


MEMORIALS 

RECEIVED 

A  marvelous  way  to  memorialize  a 
loved  one  or  friend  is  through  a 
memorial  gift  to  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  These  gifts  are 
added  to  the  Foundation’s  memorials 
fund.  The  income  from  this  fund  is 
distributed  in  the  form  of  grants  to 
worthy  causes  around  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Grants  from  this  fund  have 
gone  in  past  years  to  help  causes  such  as: 
Lydia  Patterson,  Ministries  to  the 
Handicapped,  AIDS  Task  Force,  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board,  Spanish 
Ministries  and  Youth  Ministries.  The 
Foundation  also  accepts  gifts  honoring 
friends  and  loved  ones  into  this  fund.  If 
you  or  your  church  would  like  more 
information  about  this  fund  please 
contact  the  Foundation  Office.  In  1992 
we  received  memorials  honoring:  Mrs. 
Gladys  Shackleford  Buhler,  Mr.  Howard 
Carter,  Mr.  Edwin  B.  Conner,  Dr. 
Richard  Leonard  Cooke,  Mrs.  O.  J. 
Dykes,  Sr.,  Mr.  Arnold  Falk,  Mrs.  U.  S. 
Goodman,  Mrs.  Donald  J.  “Evelyn” 
Hall,  Mrs.  Helen  Marian  Hutchinson 
Jackson,  Mr.  Jordan  Jackson,  Mrs. 
Louise  Wheless  Lee,  Mr.  Lloyd  Naylor, 
Mr.  William  J.  Nesbitt,  Mr.  William  A. 
Peavy,  Jr.,  Mr.  Daniel  J.  Shea,  Mr.  Ado 
C.  Skeels,  Mrs.  W.  Angie  “Bess”  Smith, 
Mr.  V.  B.  Thaggard,  and  Mr.  N.  O. 
Thomas. 


Cunningham  Gift 
Benefits 
Broadmoor 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  P.  Cunningham  of 
New  Orleans  set  up  a  $50,000 
Charijable  Gift  Annuity  through  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  for  the  benefit  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Unfortunately,  Mr. 
Cunningham  died  shortly  after  the  gift 
was  made,  but  Mrs.  Cunningham  will 
continue  to  receive  the  annuity 
payments  from  this  gift  since  it  was 
given  based  on  both  their  lives.  Here’s 
how  the  plan  works: 

1.  Donor  makes  a  gift  which  can  be 
funded  by  cash  or  appreciated 
property. 

2.  A  sizeable  tax  write-off  is  given 
which  may  be  taken  the  first  five  years 
after  making  the  gift 

3.  A  set,  life-time  income  is  paid 
through  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  to  the 
donor(s)  until  their  death(s). 
Approximately  one-half  of  this 
income  is  tax-free. 

4.  Upon  the  death  of  the  donor(s)  the 
proceeds  are  paid  to  the  church  or 
charity  of  your  choice. 

Call  us  at  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  if  we  can  help 
you  set  up  a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity. 


Pictured  above  are  the  members  of  the  Foundation’s  Executive  Committee. 
From  the  left  to  right:  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  Executive  Director;  Bert  Faulk, 
Treasurer,  Nina  Nichols  Pugh,  Secretary;  Vera  Packer,  Promotions;  Stacie 
Schneider,  Administrative  Assistant;  Bridger  Eglin,  Vice  President;  Mat 
Kawasaki,  Budget;  Irwin  Felps,  Appropriations;  Marcus  Wren,  President  and 
Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway,  Director  of  the  National  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Foundations. 


ANNUAL  MEETING 
APPRECIATION  BANQUET  SET 


On  April ,  2, 1 993 ,  the  T rustees  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  will  meet  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  for  their 
annual  meeting.  The  Chairman, 
Marcus  Wren  of  Minden,  will  call  the 
meeting  to  order  at  2:00  p.m.  The 
agenda  will  include  reports  from 
committees  and  nominations  of  trustees 
and  officers.  A  visit  to  the  proposed 
Conference  Center  site  at  Woodworth 
will  get  underway  at  3:30  p.m.  This  trip 
has  been  arranged  by  Mr.  Ray 
McIntosh,  a  member  of  the  board.  We 
will  conclude  the  day  with  a  dinner,  at 


which  the  Board  will  be  joined  by  some 
very  special  guests.  Our  guests  of  honor 
are  those  who  so  generously  made 
pledges  and  provided  operational  funds 
for  the  past  three  years.  They  include 
clergy,  Trustees  of  the  Foundation,  and 
other  lay  people  from  all  over  the  State. 
We  thank  them  for  their  support, 
because  of  their  consideration  and 
generosity,  the  transition  to  a  full-time 
office  has  been  very  successful.  A 
special  program  has  been  arranged  and 
we  are  honored  to  have  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  as  the  featured  speaker. 


FOUNDATION  AWARENESS  SUNDAY 
MARCH  14,  1993 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
has  designated  March  1 4  as  “Foundation 
Awareness  Sunday”  in  all  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana. 
Information  concerning  the  Foundation 
can  be  found  in  your  church  bulletin, 
newsletter  and  from  your  pastor  or 
endowment  chairperson. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  is 
located  in  Baton  Rouge  at  the 
Conference  Building,  527  North 
Boulevard.  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  is  the 
Executive  Director  and  Stacie  Schneider 
the  Administrative  Assistant  Though  it 
is  a  chartered  church  agency  no  church 


SHREVEPORT 
COUPLE  SETS 
UP  $500,000 
CHARITABLE 
TRUST 


Recently,  the  Foundation  helped 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  G.  (Genny) 
Middlebrooks  of  Shreveport  set  up  a 
$500,000  charitable  trust  Dude  and 
Genny  used  appreciated  stock  to  fund 
the  trust  During  their  lifetime,  they 
will  receive  generous  annuity 
payments  from  the  Trust  and  upon 
their  death  the  proceeds  will  benefit 
thfeir  church  (Christ  United  Methodist 
Church)  and  the  Foundation. 

Because  they  used  an  appreciated 
security  and  donated  the  security 

FOUNDATION  VIDEO 
AVAILABLE 

A  fifteen  minute  video  is  available 
that  describes  in  detail  how  the 
Foundation  can  be  of  service  to  the  local 
church.  Introduced  by  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden,  the  video  would  be  an  excellent 
tool  to  use  in  an  Administrative  Board 
Meeting,  Sunday  School  Class  or  as  a 
program  for  a  Church  Night 
Presentation.  Please  call  or  write  the 
Foundation  Office  and  we  will  be  happy 
to  loan  it  to  you  at  no  cost  Better  yet, 
call  Dr.  Reed  to  show  the  video  and 
answer  questions  about  the  Foundation. 


funds  are  used  to  Finance  its  operations. 
Operational  funds  are  obtained  from 
trusts  left  to  finance  Foundation 
operations  and  from  management  fees. 
The  Foundation  currently  has  two  pool 
funds  available  in  which  local  church 
and  conference  agencies  can  invest. 

The  Foundation  is  currently  paying 
5.5%  on  our  short-term  pool  fund.  This 
fund  allows  for  deposit  and  withdrawal 
at  any  time.  Withdrawals  from  this  fund 
can  be  completed  within  several  days. 
Interest  is  earned  on  the  average  daily 
balance  and  is  posted  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter.  With  CD  rates  at  an  all  time  low 


instead  of  cash,  they  avoided  the 
capital  gains  tax  and  received  a 
generous  tax  write-off.  With  the  tax 
breaks  they  received  from  the  gift  they 
were  able  to  provide  money  to  their 
son  to  purchase  a  $500,000  wealth 
replacement  insurance  policy. 

This  is  a  story  with  a  happy  ending, 
since  every  party  is  a  winner.  There 
are  many  ways  in  which  gifts  can  be 
made  to  the  benefit  of  the  charity, 
donor,  and  family. 


RESOURCES  AVAILABLE 
THROUGH  THE 
FOUNDATION 

1.  Planned  Giving  Handbook  -  Guide 
to  establishing  a  Permanent 

Endowment  Committee  and  Fund  for 
your  church  or  agency. 

2.  Pamphlets  on  Planned  Giving  - 
including  estate  planning,  gift 
annuities,  wills,  giving  real  estate. 

3.  Computer  Gift  Analysis  is 
available  for  persons  considering 
making  gifts  to  their  church  or  the 
Foundation. 

Call  or  write  the  Foundation  Office 
to  take  advantage  of  the  resources  we 
have  to  offer. 


Francis  Asbury  UMC 
places  funds  with 
the  Foundation 


Rev.  Frank  Akin 


Francis  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  opened  an 
account  with  the  Foundation  in  1992. 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  spoke  with  Rev. 
Frank  Akin,  pastor  of  Francis  Asbury, 
to  explore  the  reasons  why  they  moved 
their  money  to  the  Foundation. 

Dr.  Reed: Why  did  Francis  Asbury 
decide  to  put  their  money  with  the 
Foundation? 

Rev.  Akin:  Several  of  the  members 
of  Francis  Asbury  heard  Rev.  Ester 
Hammond  of  Waldheim  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  Foundation  at  Annual 
Conference  last  June.  It  made  sense  to 
look  into  what  the  Foundation  might 
have  to  offer.  A  committee  from 
Francis  Asbury  met  with  you  to 
discover  the  options  and  opportunities 


that  the  Foundation  has  to  offer.  The 
members  of  Francis  Asbury  were 
pleased  with  what  they  discovered.  The 
Foundation  was  able  to  return  a  higher 
rate  of  income  than  the  local  bank.  I  felt 
the  decision  to  move  our  money  to  the 
Foundation  was  a  good  one.  It  is 
practicing  “good  stewardship”  since  it 
enables  the  church  to  maximize  church 
funds,  which  are  the  Lord ’s  funds.  The 
members  of  Francis  Asbury  feel  the 
move  to  the  Foundation  was  beneficial 
for  the  Conference  as  well  as  their 
church. 

Dr.  Reed: How  do  the  members  of 
Francis  Asbury  feel  about  the 
Foundation  and  it’s  services  now  that 
we  are  managing  their  funds? 

Rev.  Akin:The  members  have  a  high 
level  of  confidence  in  the  Foundation. 
Their  focus  is  on  growth  over  the 
long-term  and  they  are  happy  with  the 
short-term  results. 

Francis  Asbury’s  fund  has  been 
opened  for  six  months.  They  have 
opted  to  divide  their  funds  between  the 
long  and  short  term  pool.  If  your  church 
or  agency  has  money  invested  in  an 
account  earning  interest  below  4%  give 
the  Foundation  a  call.  We  would  love 
to  tell  you  about  our  investment  options. 


many  churches  have  taken  advantage  of 
our  short-term  fund.  There  is  no 
minimum  deposit  or  balance  and  no 
penalties. 

We  also  have  long-term  savings. 
Funds  invested  in  this  fund  are  invested 
in  government  bonds  and  stocks.  Our 
long-term  portfolio  is  well  balanced  and 
the  current  rate  of  return  is  better  than  the 
market  average.  Last  year  we  had  a 
return  of  8%.  Our  average  rate  of  return 
over  the  last  eight  years  is  approximately 
14%.  If  your  church  or  institution  is 
looking  for  a  better  rate  of  return  on  your 
savings  —  give  us  a  call  for  more 

LAST  WILL  AND 
TESTAMENT 

A  will  is  the  most  basic  and  common 
estate  planning  document.  A  will  is  a 
legal  document  stating  how  your 
property  is  to  be  deposited  of  at  your 
death  and  should  be  dated,  witnessed 
and  signed  by  you.  A  “codicil”  is  an 
amendment  to  a  will. 

A  will  is  a  proper  place  to: 

/  Name  the  executor  or  personal  rep¬ 
resentative  who  will  oversee  the 
disposition  of  your  probate. 

/  Make  special  gifts  to  charities  or 

TRUSTS 


information. 

The  Foundation  can  be  of  service  to 
the  individual  by  helping  plan  his  estate 
and  show  him  options  in  charitable 
giving.  On  this  page  you  will  read  stories 
about  people  who  have  made  charitable 
contributions  through  the  Foundation 
and  how  it  benefitted  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  them  and  even  their 
loved  ones.  We  encourage  you  to 
contact  us  if  you  have  questions  or  would 
like  to  learn  more  about  giving  from  your 
accumulated  assets. 


individuals. 

/  Specify  secondary  beneficiaries,  in 
the  case  that  a  beneficiary  may  pre¬ 
decease  you. 

/  Name  the  guardians  for  your  chil¬ 
dren. 

/  Specify  the  order  of  death  between 
you  and  your  spouse  if  a  common 
accident  occurs. 

We  can  help  you  with  your  will  and 
help  you  realize  your  charitable 
intentions.  Call  us  at  504-346-1535  for 
more  information. 


FUNDED 


Three  new  trusts  were  funded  in 
1992.  These  trusts  were  set  up  by  the 
donors  years  ago  to  be  funded  upon 
their  death.  While  we  regret  that  we 
have  lost  these  dear  friends  and  fellow 
Methodists,  we  rejoice  in  their  decision 
to  carry  on  their  interest  in  their  church 
even  after  death. 

Some  of  you  may  remember  Dr.  Rex 
Squyres,  who  was  featured  in  last  year’s 
Foundation  Sunday  page.  As  you  may 
know,  Rev.  Squyres  died  in  October  of 
1992.  Upon  his  death  the  Foundation 
began  work  to  fund  the  Trust  which  he 
set  up  to  benefit  Squyres  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Kinder  United 
Methodist  Church.  In  total,  three  trust 
funds  were  placed  with  the  Foundation 
by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Squyres.  One  trust 
which  is  valued  at  $100,000  continues 
to  pay  their  six  children  until  a  specified 
time,  when  the  income  will  be  paid  to 
the  Foundation.  The  other  is  a  $15,000 
trust  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Squyres  to 
Clear  Creek  Cemetery.  We  are  happy 
to  fulfill  their  wishes. 

Two  years  ago,  Rosamund  Austin  of 
Lake  Charles  set  up  the  Horace  and 
Rosamund  Austin  Charitable  Trust 
through  the  Foundation.  Mrs.  Austin 
was  a  generous  supporter  of  many 
causes  during  her  lifetime,  one  of  the 
most  important  was  her  church, 
University  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles.  Mrs.  Austin  died 
recently  and  the  Trust  is  now  funded. 
The  income  from  this  trust  will  be 
shared  by  University  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Home  of 


New  Orleans.  The  Foundation 
manages  the  funds  for  the  Trust  and 
distributes  the  earnings  to  the 
beneficiaries. 

Miss  Florence  B.  McKinnon,  who 
was  a  member  of  Louisiana  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  set  up  a  life 
income  fund  with  the  Foundation 
almost  ten  years  ago.  Miss  McKinnon 
was  paid  quarterly  income  from  the 
fund,  which  was  originally  $5,000. 
Upon  her  death  the  fund  was  set  up  in 
trust  for  her  church  and  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston.  The  fund 
is  now  worth  $6,500. 

You  may  wonder  what  will  happen 
to  the  church  or  charity  that  you  support 
after  you  are  gone.  There  may  be 
questions  in  your  mind  as  to  how 
difficult  it  is  to  set  up  a  trust.  How  do  I 
do  it?  What  kinds  of  assets  can  I  use? 
Who  can  help?  The  purpose  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  is  not  only  to  provide  you 
with  the  answers  to  these  and  other 
questions,  but  also  to  help  the 
Methodists  of  Louisiana  to  fulfill  their 
charitable  intentions.  We  have  the 
information  and  we  would  be  delighted 
to  hear  from  you.  Below  this  article  you 
will  find  a  coupon  that  you  can  fill-out, 
clip  and  send  back  to  us.  The 
Foundation  is  YOUR  conference 
agency.  If  you  make  a  inquiry,  there  is 
no  obligation.  We  hope  that  we  can  be 
of  service  to  you. 


^""^TIieTJniteTMetnodis^oundatior^n^ouisiana^^ 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(504)346-1535 

I  am  interested  in  receiving,  without  obligation,  information  on: 


_ Gift  Annuity 

_ Giving  through  Life  Insurance 

_ Managing  Church  Funds 


_ Wills 

_ Giving  Real  Estate 

_ Memorial  Gifts 

_ Giving  Securities 

Assistance  with:  _ Budget  or  Capital  Fund  Campaign 

_ .Wills,  Estate  Planning  and  Financial  Management  Seminars 

_ Setting  up  a  Permanent  Endowment  Fund  Committee 

_ Planned  Giving  Handbook 


Name _ 

Address. 

City _ 

Phone _ 

Church _ 


.State. 


Zip 


Now  that's  an  Inviting  Congregation! 

Church  goes  2,462  miles  to  welcome  families 


A  U.S.  Army  brigade  of  3,000 
families  is  being  resettled  this  sum¬ 
mer  from  Seattle,  Washington,  to 
Fort  Polk  at  Leesville. 

Since  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Leesville  is  an  inviting 
congregation,  the  Rev.  J.  Ryan  Hor¬ 
ton  Jr.,  pastor,  is  not  waiting  until 
the  prospective  church  members  ar¬ 
rive  in  his  town  to  invite  them  to 
church. 

He  and  some  laypersons  have 
packed  up  and  have  gone  the  dis¬ 
tance  —  2,462  miles  —  to  Seattle  to 
welcome  the  Army  personnel,  their 
spouses  and  children,  in  advance. 

“We  sure  hope  there  will  be  a  lot 
of  United  Methodists  among 
them,"  Horton  said  before  he  left 
Wednesday.  Accompanying  him  are 
Faye  Ellis  and  Billie  Copeland,  lay 
leader  and  evangelism  chair,  respec¬ 


tively,  of  the  Leesville  church. 

Ten  other  members  will  be  there. 

“Business  people  and  others  in 
the  community  (about  85)  are  also 
going  there  to  let  the  people  know 
about  the  area,”  the  minister  ex¬ 
plained.  “Some  men  in  my  church 
felt  it  would  be  important  for  the 
church,  so  they  asked  me  to  go." 

The  church  has  planned  a  display 
around  the  theme,  “Fishers  of 
Men,"  emphasizing  both  the  reli¬ 
gious  aspects  and  the  state’s  reputa¬ 
tion  as  Sportsman’s  Paradise. 

Brochures  and  other  materials  for 
displays  planned  by  the  church  and 
the  businesses  were  taken  to  Seattle 
in  a  truck  before  the  entourage  of 
people  from  Leesville  left. 

“They  told  us  to  expect  500  peo¬ 
ple  coming  through  every  hour,” 
Horton  mentioned.  “We  hope  to 
tell  some  of  them  about  our  state 


In  memoriam 


The  Rev.  A.  Garfield  Taylor,  re¬ 
tired  Louisiana  Conference  minis¬ 
ter,  died  March  2.  The  funeral  was 
held  March  4  in  Ruston  and  he  was 
buried  in  Longstrong. 


and  about  our  church.  We  hope  that 
coming  here  won’t  be  too  much  of  a 
culture  shock  for  them.” 


He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Inda 
Mae  Taylor  of  Gibsland,  La.,  and 
three  sons,  the  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Tay¬ 
lor,  pastor  of  Christ  UMC  in 
Shreveport,  Jack  Henry  Taylor  and 
Robert  Edward  Taylor. 


Equipment 
Tools  needed 

Volunteers  from  all  over  the 
United  States  are  housed  at 
Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries.  From  there 
they  go  to  the  surrounding  com¬ 
munities  to  repair  homes  dam¬ 
aged  by  Hurricane  Andrew.  The 
Rev.  Don  Morgan,  special  proj¬ 
ects  supervisor  for  disaster  re¬ 
lief  at  the  center,  said,  “If  you 
have  woodworking  tools,  car¬ 
pentry,  plumbing  or  electrical 
equipment  to  donate  to  this 
ministry,  they  are  needed  and 
will  be  appreciated.” 

Small  tools  may  be  shipped 
UPS  to:  Rev.  Don  Morgan,  102 
Sager-Brown  Rd..  Baldwin,  LA 
70514.  For  larger  items  not  ac¬ 
cepted  by  UPS  contact  Morgan 
at  (318)  923-4339  or  (318)  923- 
6083)  to  arrange  for  pick-up. 
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le  Conference 


Center 


Inez  Chrisentery 

As  I  walked  the  grounds  of  the  Conference  Center  on  that  beautiful 
day  of  the  Round-Up,  I  started  remembering  a  lot  of  things,  from  my 
childhood  to  present  day. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction,  which  we  were 
in  at  that  time,  said,  “We  need  a  place  where  we  can  come  together  as 
one  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.”  We  saved  our  pennies  and  nickels  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  place.  Gulfside  Assembly  and  Camp  at  Waveland,  Miss.,  was 
that  place.  It  was  here  that  we  were  given  an  understanding  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (our  name  before  the  merger) .  We  met  as 
friends  and  we  parted  as  one  great  family. 

I  believe  that  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center  can  do  that  same 
thing.  It  can  be  a  place  where  we  can  all  join  hands  and  have  a  good 
time. 

The  center  can  bring  us  together  as  one  big  family  where  events  will 
be  held  such  as  leadership  workshops  for  officers,  lab  schools  and  oth¬ 
er  training  for  teachers  of  Sunday  school  and  Vacation  Bible  school. 
There  will  be  open  spaces  where  small  groups  can  wander  down  a 
wooded  path,  retreats  for  young  people  and  a  place  where  the  elderly 
can  come  to  sit  on  the  porch  and  reminisce.  All  can  be  in  prayer  one  for 
the  other. 

By  being  together  we  will  all  hear  the  same  story.  There  will  not  be 
pockets  here  and  pockets  there  in  another  place.  We’ll  all  be  together 
as  United  Methodists. 

It  is  God’s  plan  and  His  plans  have  never  failed.  We  will  meet  as 
friends  and  depart  as  family.  As  one  cohesive  unit,  we’ll  have  one  com¬ 
mon  cause  with  all  the  grace  God  has  given  us.  Let’s  move  forward  and 
make  it  happen. 


i  '•  /-•  i!  » 


Cowgirls  from  Asbury  UMC  in 
Lafayette  attending  the  Round- 
Up  were  Carmen  Nichols  and 
daughter,  Natalie,  2'h. 


Dressed  for  the  Round-Up  are, 
ABOVE,  Carolyn  Clark  and  her 
daughter,  fonelle.  Carolyn  was  a 
singer  in  the  chorus. 


Seeing  where  Conference  Center  buildings  are/  to  be  built  were 
folks  from  everywhere.  They  enjoyed  a  perfect  spring  day  in  the 
country. 

Pastoral  Appointment  Changes 

Louisiana  Conference  appoint¬ 
ment  changes  are  announced  by 
Bishop  Oden  and  the  Cabinet. 

New  assignments  are  as  follows: 

The  Rev.  Sherman  Beird,  from 
Marthaville-Beulah,  retired  as  of 
Feb.  1;  the  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad,  no 
appointment,  to  Calvary,  Thibo- 
daux,  Feb.  15;  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hol¬ 
land,  no  appointment,  to  Magnolia, 

Thibodaux,  Feb.  15;  the  Rev.  David 


J.  Sheehan,  from  Kilboume-Locust 
Grove  to  St.  Joseph-Waterproof- 
Wesley,  March  1. 

Also:  the  Rev.  Pete  Medak,  re¬ 
tired,  to  West  Monroe,  Woodlawn, 
March  1;  the  Rev.  Herbert  E.  Green 
Sr.,  from  St.  Peter-Godman,  to  no 
appointment,  March  10  and  the 
Rev.  Stephen  Williamson,  from 
Berwick  to  Kilbourne-Locust 
Grove,  April  1. 
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Conference  Center:  Buildin'  What  Comes  Natur'lly 


MW 


Bishop  “Buffalo  Bill”  Oden 
made  a  grand  entrance,  riding  a 
horse  into  the  Rapides  Parish  Coli¬ 
seum  when  the  Conference  Center 
campaign  had  its 
official  kick-off 
at  the  Round-Up 
on  March  6. 
Over  3,000  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists, 
including  lots  of 
youth  and  chil¬ 
dren,  from  all 
over  the  state 
gathered  in  Ra- 

Esther  Socolofsky  pides  Parish  that 
day  to  see  the  Conference  Center 
site  and  designated  spots  where 
buildings  would  be  constructed  in 
the  future. 

After  that  they  convened  to  have 
a  good  time  and  ^ ■ 
to  get  some  in- 
formation  at  the 

Coliseum.  ^ 1 

As  former  HsI- "  A 
Louisiana  Gov. 

Jimmie  Davis  ~ 

had  ridden  his 

horse,  “Sun- 

shine,”  up  the 
steps  of  the  state  "Buffalo  Bill" 
capitol,  Bishop  Oden 
Oden  sat  in  the  saddle,  Louisiana- 
style,  to  ride  in  on  a  feisty  filly  to 
get  the  skit  underway.  Project  direc¬ 
tor,  Harvey  Williamson  chauf- 
feured  Judge  “Roy  Bean”  Matheny 
into  the  building  in  a  “horseless  car¬ 
riage,”  (luxury  car). 

Esther  Socolofsky,  skit  coordina¬ 
tor  and  director,  led  some  talented 
people  from  throughout  the  state  in 
a  fast-paced  presentation.  It  is  slat¬ 
ed,  Bishop  Oden  said,  to  win  an 
Academy  Award. 

To  the  tune  of  “Doin’  What 
Comes  Natur’lly”  from  Annie,  Get 
Your  Gun  the  chorus  sang,  “Folks 
like  us  could  never  fuss/We  like  that 
Bible  learning’/  To  the  Woodworth 
site  we’ll  flee/Buildin’  what  comes 
natur'lly.”  Soloists  were  “Willie 
Nelson”  Cottrill  and  “Stonewall 
Jackson”  Caraway. 

Using  the  familiar  tune  of 
“There’s  No  Business  Like  Show 
Business,”  the  Conference  Center 
Round-Up  Chorus  sang,  “There’s 
no  people  like  Methodist  people/ 
they  smile  when  they  are  low/Yes- 
terday  we  thought  that  we  would 
not  go  far/But  look  at  us  now,  folks 
cause  here  we  are/Soon  we’ll  have 
our  Conference  home  and  find  our 
star/Let’s  go  on  with  the  show!” 

Several  leaders  of  the  campaign 
to  raise  $6  million  dollars  told  why 
they  think  we  should  build  the  Con¬ 
ference  Center. 

Carolyn  Dove  coordinated  the 
Round-Up  and  the  Rev.  James 
Poole  was  in  charge  of  the  Bar-b- 
que  lunch. 


PHOTOS  BY  DOTTY  BAGBEY 

The  Rev.  Rob  Weber,  pastor,  Grace  Community  UMC,  Shreveport,  leads  the  "Broadway"  Round-Up 
skit  entertainers  and  the  other  participants  in  a  big  "Ye  Ha!"  The  consensus  of  opinion  about  the  Con¬ 
ference  Center  was,  as  the  sign  says,  "We  can  build  it!" 


Young  people,  wearing  special  Conference  Center  tee-shirts  were 
everywhere,  distributing  balloons,  taking  up  collections,  handing 
out  programs  and  enjoying  themselves.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Troy 
Clough,  of  Magnolia  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Lizzy  Waters  and 
Cindy  Dear,  of  Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport. 


Around  the  Conference 


Meet  Me  in  the  Kitchen!  Every¬ 
one  always  ends  in  the  kitchen.  It 
seems  so  relaxed  and  inviting.  Be¬ 
ginning  last  Sunday,  the  Evangelism 
Commission  of  Gretna  UMC  in¬ 
vites  members  and  visitors  to  stop 
by  the  kitchen  for  coffee,  punch  and 
cookies.  This  is  part  of  the  church’s 
expanded  program  “to  greet  visitors 
and  make  them  feel  welcome.” 
Greeters  also  will  be  in  the  halls  to 
welcome  members  and  visitors.  The 
church  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Lewis  L. 
Olmsted. 

*  *  * 

During  four  Thursday  evenings, 
beginning  March  11,  single  adults 
of  all  ages  in  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  are  meeting  to  explore  their 
uniqueness  in  order  to  appreciate 


Broadmoor  buildings  blessed 


Nanci  and  Bill  Youngblood  en¬ 
joyed  seeing  friends  at  the 
Round-Up.  She  works  at  the 
Conference  headquarters  and 
he  is  associate  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


their  differences  and  better  under¬ 
stand  the  implications  for  daily  liv¬ 
ing.  The  Rev.  Charles  Langford, 
associate  pastor,  is  leading  the 
group.  They  started  by  taking  the 
Myers-Briggs  Type  Indicator  and  an 
introduction  to  personality  types. 
Other  sessions  will  focus  on  the  im¬ 
plications  of  personality  types  for 
communications,  relationships  and 
spirituality. 


During  Lent,  Memorial  UMC, 
Monroe,  is  having  a  series  of  break¬ 
fasts.  They  gather  at  6  a.m.  to  eat, 
have  a  devotion  and  leave  for  work 
about  6:45  a.m.  after  the  time  of  fel¬ 
lowship  and  inspiration.  Pastor  is 
the  Rev.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade. 


The  Rev.  fames  Poole,  RIGHT, 
Ruston  District  superintendent, 
wheels  out  chicken  dinners  as 
two  friends  visit  with  him.  He 
coordinated  the  lunch  and 
stayed  busy  seeing  that  every¬ 
one  was  served. 


Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  held  a  Consecration  Celebration 
Sunday,  March  14,  and  opened  new  structures.  The  $2  million  proj¬ 
ect  included  the  building  of  a  Iwo-story  adult  education  building,  a 
one-story  children's  education  wing  and  renovations,  alterations 
and  additions  to  existing  edifices.  Also  added  were  covered  walk¬ 
ways  and  facilities  including  elevator  to  make  buildings  accessible 
to  everyone.  Senior  pastor  of  the  4,310-member  church  is  Dr. 
Charles  Simmons  and  other  pastors  are  the  Revs.  Pete  Spitzkeit,  Ken 
Carroll  and  Michael  Wethey.  Tom  Cook  and  Iris  Maugham  are 
building  committee  cochairs. 


District  rallies 

District  Conference  Center 
Financial  Campaign  Rallies  and 
Training  have  been  scheduled 
by  all  nine  district  superinten¬ 
dents. 

Laity  campaign  workers  from 
local  churches  will  attend. 

Baton  Rouge  District  held 
one  on  March  14.  Schedule  for 
the  remaining  rallies  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  North  Shore  District, 
Thursday,  March  18,  7  p.m. 
First  UMC,  Hammond;  New 
Orleans  District,  Saturday, 
March  20.  10  a.m..  First  UMC, 
New  Orleans;  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  Sunday,  March  21,3  p.m. 
First  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

Also:  Monroe  District,  Tues¬ 
day,  March  23,  7  p.m.,  First 
UMC,  Monroe;  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict.  Wednesday,  March  24,  7 
p.m.  First  UMC,  Alexandria; 
Acadiana  District,  Sunday, 
March  28,  4  p.m.  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette;  Ruston  District, 
Thursday,  April  1,  7  p.m.  Arca¬ 
dia  UMC  and  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  Sunday,  April  4,  3  p.m. 
First  UMC,  Shreveport. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  forum 


In  praise 

Do  you  wonder  if  your  “brand” 
of  Christianity — traditional  main¬ 
line  Protestant — is  passe? 

Are  you  eager  for  signs  that  the 
faith  you’ve  lived  by  all  these  years 
still  makes  sense  in  and  of  the  con¬ 
temporary  world — a  world  teeming, 
it  often  seems,  with  cults,  “new  age" 
groups  and  fanatical  forms  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  other  religions? 

A  recent  book,  “Ordinary  Mir¬ 
acles:  Life  in  a  Small  Church"  by 
Nick  Taylor  (New  York:  Simon 
and  Schuster),  may  be  just  the  ton¬ 
ic  for  you  and  countless  other 
mainline  Christians. 

Mr.  Taylor,  a  layperson  and 
free-lance  writer,  describes  his  ex¬ 
perience  over  a  two-year  period  in 
the  200-family  St.  Mary’s  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  near  Peekskill,  N.Y. 

St.  Mary’s,  however,  could  be 
First  Mainline  Church,  Anywhere, 
U.S.A. 

The  author  paints  a  convincing 
picture  of  a  real-life  congregation: 
Ordinary  people  dealing  with  death 
and  illness,  parent-child  conflicts, 
unemployment,  plans  to  expand  the 
church’s  facilities — the  gamut  of  ex¬ 
periences,  good  and  bad,  that  many 
of  us  call,  simply,  “life.” 

What’s  more,  the  experiences 
are  framed  by  expressions  of 
Christianity  that  are  familiar  to 
most  mainstream  Protestants. 
They  include  respect  for  the  histo¬ 
ry  and  organization  of  the  church, 
for  biblical  authority,  and  for 


of  real-life  congregations 


Editorial 


Mainline  Protestant  congregations  like  this  Baptist  church  in  Chi¬ 
cago  contribute  much  more  than  we  realize  to  a  world  hungry  for 
credible  witnesses,  says  a  recent  book. 


God-given  freedom  to  discern  and 
apply  that  authority  within  a  car¬ 
ing  community  of  believers. 

The  overriding  message  of  St, 
Mary’s  is  unmistakable:  It  is  possi¬ 
ble,  even  in  tumultuous,  skeptical 
times,  to  live  an  active  and  effec¬ 
tive  faith  within  the  framework  of 


“traditional”  Christian  structures, 
beliefs  and  practices. 

We  whose  lives  and  faith  are 
rooted  in  such  structures,  beliefs 
and  practices  should  sound  that 
message  more  loudly  and  clearly 
than  we  typically  do. 

Unfortunately,  besieged  as  we 


are  by  regular  reminders  of  main¬ 
line  Christianity’s  numerical  de¬ 
cline  in  this  country  and  by 
challenges  from  multiple  fronts  to 
its  “relevance”  in  a  fast-changing 
world,  we  tend  to  be  more  timid 
than  bold  in  “blowing  our  hom.” 

Within  vast  numbers  of  our  con¬ 
gregations,  however,  real  people 
with  real  lives,  real  problems  and 
real  gifts  are  receiving  spiritual 
and  moral  nourishment  for  the  liv¬ 
ing  of  these  days. 

They  are  the  same  people  who, 
in  addition  to  being  churchgoers, 
live  “in  the  world”  as  family  mem¬ 
bers,  workers,  managers,  public 
servants  and  leaders.  As  such,  they 
immeasurably  extend  “our”  brand 
of  Christian  faith,  most  likely  out 
of  all  proportion  to  their  actual 
numbers. 

We  should,  of  course,  guard 
against  prideful  or  self-satisfied 
declarations  of  our  own  virtue. 
And  we  should  welcome  signs  of 
God’s  truth  in  others  who  experi¬ 
ence  the  Christian  faith  in  ways 
different  from  our  own. 

But  now  and  then  it  is  OK  to  re¬ 
call  that  we  “mainliners”  have 
much  to  contribute  to  a  world 
hungry  for  credible  witnesses  to 
authentic  life.  Thanks  to  “Ordi¬ 
nary  Miracles,”  we  have  one  more 
reason  to  do  so. 


We  need  tough  minds  AND  tender  hearts 


My  Witness 


Kenneth  L.  Card¬ 
er  is  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Area  of  The 
United  Methodist 
Church.  This  arti¬ 
cle  is  reprinted 
from  the  Tennes¬ 
see  and  Memphis 
conferences'  UMR 
editions. 


By  KENNETH  L.  CARDER 

Jesus  sent  his  disciples  into  the 
world  with  this  admonition:  “Be 
wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as 
doves”  (Matthew  10:16). 

He  was  affirming  that  effective 
and  responsible  discipleship  calls 
for  a  tough  mind  and  a  sensitive 
heart.  Either  without  the  other  is  in¬ 
adequate  and  dangerous. 

The  tough  mind  is  important.  Al¬ 
most  anything  said  about  the  im¬ 
portance  of  education  is  an 
understatement.  Creative  and  pro¬ 
ductive  living  in  the  contemporary 


world  requires  a  mind  that  can 
grapple  reasonably,  analytically, 
and  with  historical  perspective. 

However,  education  or  reason 
alone  fall  short'  in  meeting  the  most 
pressing  problems  in  today’s  world. 
A  tough  mind  can  be  demonically 
employed.  History  documents  that 
knowledge  can  be  but  “improved 
means  to  unimproved  ends.” 

Some  of  the  most  heinous  crimes 
against  humanity  have  been  perpe¬ 
trated  by  highly  educated,  knowledge-, 
able  people.  Nazism,  for  example, 
took  hold  in  a  nation  that  was  among 


Liberation  from  ' cat  gaps'  marks 
the  bittersweet  passing  of  an  era 


A  fortysomething  friend  and  his 
wife  gleefully  remarked  to  me  years 
ago  that  “the  kids  are  gone,  the  cat 
has  died — we’re  free!” 

OK,  1  confess.  A  twinge  of  envy 
gripped  me.  Beset  at  the  time  with 
teen-agers,  tied  to  responsibilities  of 
home,  hearth  and,  yes,  cat,  Char¬ 
lene  and  I  could  only  fantasize 
about  what  “freedom”  must  be  like. 

All  we  could  imagine  was:  If  it 
means  release  from  the  hassles  of 
mid-life  domestic  chaos,  it  must  be 
unrelieved  bliss.  “Freedom” 
couldn’t  come  soon  enough! 

Fast-forward  several  years  to  a 
few  weeks  ago.  Our  friends’  exul¬ 
tant  words  came  to  mind  but  with 
ironic  force. 

To  begin  with,  our  beloved  pet 
cat  of  nearly  15 
years,  Risa,  died. 

Add  to  that  un¬ 
expectedly  trau¬ 
matic  event  the 
fact  that  our  kids 
largely  lead  their 
own  laves  and  are, 
for  all  practical 
purposes,  on  their 
own  now.  They're 
gone. 

In  short,  Char¬ 
lene  and  I  should  be  basking  in  the 
triumphant  glow  of  long-expected 
“freedom.” 

Not  quite  so — at  least  not  yet. 

We’re  learning  that  the  passing  of 
eras  in  one’s  family  is  bittersweet. 


Faithfully  yours 


Stephen  L. 
Swecker  is  Editor- 
at-large  of  the 
Reporter. 


Sure,  the  times  of  being  pinned 
down  by  pet  owning  and  child  rear¬ 
ing  can  be  overwhelming  with  its 
sheer  dailiness. 

Yearnings  to  be  “free”  at  such 
times  are  understandable  responses 
to  a  truly  weighty  task:  nurturing 
life — kid-life  and 
pet-life  being  so 
intertwined  that, 
in  retrospect, 
they  seem  insep¬ 
arable. 

But  a  Reporter 
colleague  stated 
the  matter  wisely 
after  learning  of 
Risa’s  death: 
“She  helped 
raise  your  kids.” 
And  so  she  did,  with  the  patience 
and  constancy  of  affection  that  only 
a  pet  can  provide. 

In  the  bittersweetness  of  the  mo¬ 
ment,  then,  Charlene  and  1  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  sense  what,  in  part,  we’re 


being  liberated  from:  Precious 
times  of  life’s  spirited  gap-jumping. 

Included,  of  course,  is  the  ages- 
old  "generation  gap.”  But  there’s 
more:  get-your-homework-done-or- 
else  gaps,  who-will-clean-the-catbox 
gaps,  eat-your-beans-or-forget-the- 
party  gaps,  get-off-the-table  gaps. 
Kid  gaps.  Cat  gaps. 

The  gaps  are  gone.  We’re  free. 

Thankfully,  God  is  good.  Cats 
have  kittens.  Grandchildren  hap¬ 
pen.  Life-giving  gaps  develop  when 
one  least  expects  them. 

If  we’re  lucky,  perhaps  we  won’t 
be  free  for  long. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


the  most  educated  in  the  world. 

C.  S.  Lewis  stated  it  sharply  when 
he  said  that  knowledge  without  a 
proper  sense  of  values  creates  but 
“clever  devils.”  I  supose  a  clever 
devil  is  even  more  dangerous  than 
an  ignorant  one. 

A  sensitive,  compassionate  heart 
is  needed  alongside  a  tough  mind. 

But  a  sensitive  heart  without  a 
tough  mind  is  also  inadequate,  even 
dangerous.  A  tender  heart  undisci¬ 
plined  and  unchecked  by  a  percep¬ 
tive  mind  falls  prey  to  naive 
sentimentalism  and  offers  superfi¬ 
cial  solutions  to  complex  problems. 

The  church  seeks  to  nurture  both 
the  tough  mind  and  the  tender 
heart.  Through  worship,  Christian 
education,  and  loving  relationships 
the  church  feeds  the  mind  with  the 
truth  of  the  faith  and  sensitizes  the 
heart  with  the  love  of  God.  In  so 
doing,  the  church  helps  persons  be 
faithful  disciples  in  a  threatening 
and  complex  world. 

The  world  desperately  needs  the 
witness  of  the  tough-minded  and 
the  tender-hearted.  Let  us  be  “wise 
as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Good  morality  is  good  econom¬ 
ics.  . .  .Yet,  promoters  will  promise 
economic  revival  and  renewal 
through  gambling,  and  the  glitter  and 
the  glitz  of  Atlantic  City  will  blind 
many  to  the  truth.  As  people  of  faith 
let’s  not  close  our  eyes  to  gambling’s 
cruel  hoax  and  vacuous  promises.” 

— The  Rev.  James  M.  Young,  Ban¬ 
gor,  Maine. 

*  *  * 

“A  flock  of  snow  geese  was  hurry¬ 
ing  south  across  a  black  sky.  I  saw 
them  only  in  lightning  flashes.  . . . 
With  each  hit,  the  geese  broke  out 
in  a  chorus.  A  moving  spectacle  it 
was,  but  the  ragged  honk-chorus  is 
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what  lingers.  Alarm?  Protest?  Reas¬ 
surance?  What  were  they  saying  as 
they  pushed  south  through  the 
night?  [Like  the  geese]  there  will  be 
storms  and  thunderclaps  along  our 
way,  but  we  will  be  able  to  see  and 
cry  out  to  each  other,  ‘Hold  steady. 
Keep  moving.  This  too  shall  pass.’  ” 
— The  Rev.  Vernon  Story,  Desert 
Hot  Springs,  Calif. 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Ask,  and  it  will  be  given  you; 
search,  and  you  will  find;  knock, 
and  the  door  will  be  opened  for 
you.”  (NRSV) 
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Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  5:44) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  21 

Monday:  Psalms  23:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  23:5-6 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  16:1-10 
Thursday:  i  Samuel  16:11-13 
Friday:  Ephesians  5:8-9 
Saturday:  Ephesians  5:10-14 
Sunday:  John,  9:1-41  , 
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Why  don't  you  report 
on ' caring  for  creation?' 


As  I  read  successive  issues  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  I  am 
astounded  that  there  is  no  coverage 
of  “caring  for  creation.” 

The  major  life  systems  on  the  plan¬ 
et  are  being  threatened  and  United 
Methodists  seem  to  just  go  along 
with  a  “business  as  usual”  attitude. 

I  see  little  evidence  that  anyone  in 
church  leadership  has  faced  the  grav¬ 
ity  of  these  threats — ozone  depletion, 
global  warming,  poisoning  of  air,  wa¬ 
ter,  and  soil,  reduction  in  biodiver¬ 
sity,  and  the  population  explosion. 

Unless  humans  address  these  situ¬ 
ations,  and  respond  from  the  center 
of  their  theologies,  nothing  else  will 
matter.  Life  is  threatened;  fostering  it 
should  be  the  context  of  everything 
we  do.  ' 

We  need  shifts  in  our  thinking;  we 
need  to  put  the  planet  first.  We  can¬ 
not  have  spiritual  well-being  on  a  dy¬ 
ing  planet. 

Jane  Spear 

Lynden  Station,  Wisconsin 


Report  was  timely 

Diane  Huie  Balay’s  courageous  and 
timely  article  “When  Clergy  Mar¬ 
riages  Fail,  Then  What?”  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  26)  is  a  bold  step  to  addressing 
one  of  the  silent  issues  of  ministry. 

The  church  already  wrestles  with 
what  to  “do”  with  recently  divorced 
people.  It  is,  in  a  way,  a  disquieting 
admission  that  the  church  has  not 
stemmed  the  tide  of  the  divorce  sta¬ 
tistics  in  the  United  States.  And 
now,  to  admit  that  its  own  minis¬ 
ters  are  included  in  these  statistics 
may  be  too  much  to  hear. 

While  1  do  not  see  the  issues 
raised  in  your  article  as  an  indict¬ 
ment  on  the  United  Methodist  sup¬ 
port  system,  we  are  challenged  to  be 
worthily  called  the  “people  of 
God” — and  not  to  sweep  our  devas¬ 
tated  lay  and  clergy  couples  under 
the  carpets  of  our  sanctuaries.  Rath- 
er,  let  us  embrace  our  walking 
wounded  and  lift  them  up  to  God, 
receiving  and  assisting  them  both  in 
the  healing  process. 

Gerald  K.  Owyang 
Canoga  Park,  California 

Prozac  saved  me 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  of  the  Rev. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Nancy  Joan  Ranney’s  campaign  to 
remove  Prozac  from  the  market 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  5).  The  psychiatric 
drug  Prozac  has  been  a  life  saver  for 
me.  1  am  an  ordained  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  who  experienced  de¬ 
pression  following  a  major  family 
tragedy.  Prior  to  being  treated  with 
Prozac  I  was  hospitalized  and  ex¬ 
tremely  depressed.  Other  drugs 
brought  no  relief,  but  Prozac  and 
therapy  are  helping  me  recover. 

When  suicide  occurs  in  our  fam¬ 
ily  we  look  to  blame  some  outside 
cause.  Unfortunately,  some  choose 
to  blame  Prozac.  Scientific  research 
shows  no  evidence  that  Prozac 
causes  suicide. 

I  grieve  Ms.  Ranney's  loss  and  un¬ 
derstand  her  profound  sorrow.  How¬ 
ever,  outlawing  Prozac  will  only 
increase  the  number  of  suicides. 

Name  and  city 
withheld  by  request 

Come  to  grips 

Evangelical  Christians  need  to 
come  to  grips  with  the  fact  that  this 
is  not  now  a  so-called  “Christian 
nation.”  In  fact,  people  who  have 
given  themselves  to  Jesus  as  their 
Lord  are  in  a  clear  minority. 

One  thing  to  consider  in  the  de¬ 
bate  about  gays  in  the  military  is 
that  the  basic  task  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  sees  for  itself  is  to  provide 
for  the  common  defense  and  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  the  citizen¬ 
ry.  It  is  not  in  the  business  of  pro¬ 
moting  belief  systems,  Christian  or 
otherwise. 

Ultimately,  lifestyles  and  choices 
that  reflect  a  relationship  with  the 
Lord  will  not  happen  solely  by  en¬ 
acting  or  deleting  legal  mandates  to 
regulate  external  behavior.  Lives 
don’t  become  new  by  law,  they  be¬ 
come  new  by  changed  hearts. 

With  regard  to  sexual  preference  or 
any  other  life  issue,  it  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  church,  the  pastors,  and 
individual  believers  to  live  and  pro¬ 
mote  what  we  know  to  be  true. 

Christians  must  be  responsible  citi¬ 
zens,  speaking  what  we  believe  and 
voting  accordingly.  However,  we 
must  not  let  ourselves  be  dependent 
on  governments,  schools,  the 
media,  or  any  other  temporal,  hu¬ 
man  construct  to  do  the  redeeming 
that  Jesus  Christ  seeks  to  be  done 
through  His  body — the  church. 

Geoff  Posegate 
West  Plains,  Missouri 
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What  does 
this  painting 
mean  to  you? 

Do  you  know  this  picture?  A 
group  of  scholars  is  studying  the 
role  this  image,  “Head  of  Christ,” 
and  others  by  the  artist  Warner 
Sallman  (including  “Christ  at 
Heart’s  Door,”  “The  23rd  Psalm,” 
and  “Christ  in  Gethsemane”)  have 
played  in  the  lives  of  Christians.  Do 
Sallman’s  paintings  hang  in  your 
home,  school  or  church?  What  has 
the  imagery  meant  for  your  devo¬ 
tion,  worship,  prayer,  family  or 
friends?  Fax  responses  to  214-630- 
0079  or  mail  to  “Sallman,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Christian  Education 


For  enhanced  Christian  Education  the 
Reporter  makes  Sunday  school  at  all 
levels  vibrant  and  contemporary. 

Faith  Forum  and  national  news  create 
contemporary  issues  classes. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  DaUas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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ONE  BOY'S  ANGLE;  From  Presbyterian 
News  Service  recently  came  a  report  on  United 
Methodists  via  Austin  Love- 
lace,  emeritus  minister  of 
music  at  Wellshire  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Denver: 

“Serving  as  guest  organist 
at  the  Washington  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  I 
nearly  fell  off  the  organ 

bench  when  recently  in- _ 

stalled  Bishop  Mary  Ann  Mary  Ann  Swenson 
Swenson  gathered  the  kids  for  a  children’s  ser¬ 
mon.  ‘Does  anyone  know  what  a  bishop  does?’ 
she  asked.  An  eager  lad  shot  up  his  hand  and 
proudly  proclaimed:  ‘Moves  diagonally!’  ’ 

AID  TO  BOSNIA,  HERZEGOVINA: 

About  $1.5  million  worth  of  medicines  and 
medical  supplies  will  be  distributed  in  Bosnia 
and  Herzegovina  through  efforts  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and 
Interchurch  Medical  Assistance.  The  16,700- 
pound  shipment  will  be  sent  to  Hungarian  In¬ 
terchurch  Aid  in  Budapest,  which  is  responsible 
for  distribution,  according  to  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Rollins  of  UMCOR.  He  said  the  supplies  should 
reach  their  destination  by  the  end  of  March. 

ECONOMIC  PLAN  BACKED:  Presi 

dent  Clinton's  economic  plan  supports  many 
public-policy  goals  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church, 
but  more  must  be  done  to 
cut  defense  programs,  assist 
the  poor  and  protect  the  en¬ 
vironment.  That’s  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  top  executive 
of  the  church’s  General 
Thom  Fassett  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  which  met  last  week  in  Alexandria,  Va.  A 
three-page  analysis  comparing  the  president’s 
proposals  with  official  statements  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  available  free  by  calling 
(202)  488-5630.  (Watch  for  more  coverage  of 
this  board  meeting  in  a  subsequent  issue  of  the 
Reporter.) 

POLITICAL  PROTEST:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox  (Atlanta  Area)  and 
other  denominational  leaders  in  Georgia  are 
protesting  two  bills  before  the  state  legislature 
they  say  would  create  hardships  on  non-English- 
speaking  minority  groups.  One  bill  would  make 
English  the  official  language  of  Georgia:  the  oth¬ 
er  would  require  social  workers  and  health-care 
workers  to  report  illegal  aliens  who  attempt  to 
apply  for  welfare  or  Medicaid  assistance. 

UNDERSTANDING  BAPTISM:  a  re¬ 
search  document  to  be  released  this  summer  for 
churchwide  study,  “By  Water  and  the  Spirit:  A 
United  Methodist  Understanding  of  Baptism” 
will  include  a  study  guide  and  reader  response 
sheet.  Planners  from  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  say  those  responses  will 
be  a  major  part  of  the  comprehensive  document 
on  baptism  to  be  presented  for  approval  by  the 
denomination's  next  top  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference,  in  1996. 

HELP  FOR  HAITIANS:  A  postcard  cam¬ 
paign  on  behalf  of  Haitian  refugees  stranded  in 
Cuba  has  been  launched  by  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  relief  agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  The  organiza¬ 
tions  also  are  seeking  churches  that  might  be  will¬ 
ing  to  sponsor  Haitians— currently  in  Haiti — who 
have  been  approved  for  refugee  status  by  the  U.S. 
government.  The  refugees  must  be  placed  in  areas 
served  by  Church  World  Service  projects. 

CLEARS  HURDLE:  An  Episcopal  priest 

who  is  an  outspoken  opponent  of  ordination  of 
women  has  cleared  the  last  hurdle  to  become 
the  next  bishop  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  one  of  the 
pivotal  conservative  dioceses  in  the  church.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  from  the  Diocese 
of  Fort  Worth,  the  Rev.  Jack  Iker  of  Sarasota. 
Fla.  has  garnered  the  approval  of  a  majority  of 
the  bishops  who  head  each  of  the  church’s  1 1 7 
dioceses.  He  was  initially  approved  at  the  end 
of  January  by  priests  and  laypersons  who  serve 
on  the  117  diocesan  standing  committees. 

END  YEAR  IN  BLACK:  The  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  ended  1992  in  the 
black,  but  contributions  for  the  church’s  nation¬ 
al  ministries  continued  their  downward  trend. 

In  a  March  3  statement,  the  church  said  it  re¬ 
ceived  $  1 .3  million  more  than  it  spent  in  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  ending  Jan.  31  but  that  overall  receipts 
were  down  $1.7  million  from  the  previous  year. 
The  budget  surplus  was  attributed  to  sharply  re¬ 
duced  spending.  Receipts  for  1992  were  $77.6 
million  while  expenses  were  $76.3  million. 

POLICY  GROUP  EXPANDS:  The 

mainly  homosexual  Universal  Fellowship  of  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Community  Churches  has  been  given 
an  official  welcome  by  Interfaith  Impact,  a  Wash¬ 
ington-based  public  policy  group  that  is  support¬ 
ed  by  churches.  The  25,000-member  fellowship, 
based  in  Los  Angeles,  was  unanimously  admitted 
as  a  member  of  Interfaith  Impact  last  month. 
That  followed  by  just  three  months  the  controver¬ 
sial  decision  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
to  reject  the  Metropolitan  Community  Churches 
as  an  official  observer  of  the  council. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Russian  welcome  mat  is  out  for  UM 
volunteers,  says  missions  board 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

An  official  welcome  mat  for 
United  Methodist  volunteers-in- 
mission  has  been  placed  at  the 
threshold  of  Russia  by  officials  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  the 
Global  Ministries  board  coordi¬ 
nator  for  new  mission  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  told  the  Reporter  that 
“the  particular  arrangements 
have  not  been  worked  out.” 

However,  volunteers-in-mis- 


sion  coordinators  in  the  church’s 
five  major  jurisdictional  subdivi¬ 
sions  within  the  United  States 
have  agreed  to  develop  mission 
projects  jointly. 

To  further  enhance  coordina¬ 
tion,  mission  teams  are  asked  to 
call  their  annual  conference  (re¬ 
gional)  coordinators  about  proj¬ 
ects  in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

First  on  the  list  is  repairing  or¬ 
phanages,  said  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Curtis,  veteran  volunteer-in-mis¬ 
sion  coordinator  for  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction. 

Other  activities  will  involve 


evangelism,  building  construc¬ 
tion,  medical  projects,  child  care 
and  congregational  development. 

What  advice  does  Dr.  Weaver 
give  to  prospective  local  church 
volunteers  interested  in  mission 
work  in  Russia? 

“Every  place  1  go  [in  the  U.S.] 
I  say  that  United  Methodists 
should  go  into  the  Russian  com¬ 
munity,  live  with  the  people,  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  experience  of  the 
Russians,  and  discover  deep  spir¬ 
itual  life  that  we  can  learn  from,” 
said  Dr.  Weaver. 

“Russians  are  very  anxious  to 


know  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Christian  [in  the  CIS]  and  a 
member  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Many  of  the  people 
on  the  street  have  not  heard  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

“I  tell  people  that  they  may  be 
the  first  and  only  United  Meth¬ 
odists  these  Russian  people  will 
work  with.” 

The  Russia  initiative  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  occupy  one  of  only  two  ple¬ 
nary  sessions  during  the  Global 
Ministries  board’s  semi-annual 
meeting  March  19-25  in  India¬ 
napolis. 


Is  your 
church 
sending  a 
mission  work 
team  to  Russia? 

Are  you  planning  a  United 
Methodist  mission  trip  to 
Russia  this  year?  Have  you  or 
someone  from  your  local 
church  taken  a  mission  trip  to 
Russia  recently?  We  want  to 
know.  Send  a  one-page  letter 
with  your  name,  local  church, 
annual  conference,  and  the 
place  and  date  of  travel  to: 

“United  Methodists 
in  Russia” 

United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275 
Dallas ,  Texas  75266-0275 


First  UMC  in  Irving, 
Texas,  has  agreed 
to  pay  the  salary  of 
a  full-time  pastor 
for  the  Samara 


Ukraine 


The  Desert  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  Is  planning  a 
relationship  with  churches 
in  Kiev,  Ukraine. 


5.  !  Satka 

Alabama/West  Florida 
Conference  team  will 
visit  Satka  in  May. 


2.  Simbirsk 

3.  Saratov 

Church. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 

Tolyatti 

\ 

Ministries  is  sending  a 

Highland  Park  UMC  in 

Alabama/West 

missionary  couple  to  Simbirsk 

Dallas  is  planning  an 

Florida  Conference 

■i. 

for  pastoral  leadership  and 

evangelism  tour  to 

team  will  visit 

> 

social  services  work. 

Saratov  in  August. 

Tolyatti  in  October. 

6.  Podolsk 

South  Carolina 
Conference  is 
sending  a  youth 
mission  team  to 
Podol'sk  in  June. 


7.  Zelenograd 


Grace  UMC,  Naperville,  III.  mission  team 
will  visit  Zelenograd  in  May. 

Yaroslavl 

Community  UMC,  Virginia  Beach,  Va. 
mission  team  will  visit  Yaroslavl  in  July. 


8.  Vyatka 

Alabama/West  Florida 
Conference  mission  team 
will  visit  Vyatka  in  June. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION 
BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Bishop  offers  'deep  gratitude' 
for  churches'  gifts  to  Russians 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodism’s  first  bish¬ 
op  in  Russia  says  there  is  “deep 
gratitude”  to  United  Methodists 
for  shipments  of  food  there  this 
winter. 

Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor, 
head  of  what  is  known  as  the 
church’s  Eurasia  Area,  thanked 
the  denomination  this  month  for 
humanitarian  relief  efforts  by  local 
churches.  He  did  so  via  a  letter  re¬ 
leased  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

During  1  992,  thousands  of 
United  Methodists  boxed  canned 
goods,  enclosed  notes  of  Chris¬ 
tian  love  and  shipped  them  to  a 
warehouse  for  distribution  with¬ 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  States. 

Methodology  changes 

This  year,  the  methodology  is 
different,  said  Bishop  Minor.  The 
emphasis  is  not  just  on  shipping 
boxes  of  food  from  the  United 
States  but  on  sending  monetary 
gifts  and  purchasing  food  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  thus  saving  shipping  costs. 

“And,  if  possible,  local  [Rus¬ 
sian]  resources  are  used  to  help 
not  only  individuals  but  also  to 
strengthen  the  market  and  the 
economy,"  he  said. 

The  bishop  added  that  western 
money  has  great  value  in  Russia 
because  of  its  high  exchange  rate 
into  Russian  currency. 

“For  example,  people  in  [the 
Russian  city  of]  Samara  can  get  a 
10-kilogram  [about  22  pounds] 
parcel  with  flour,  sugar,  rice,  pas¬ 
ta,  canned  meat,  canned  fish,  and 
[canned]  milk  for  approximately 
$3.  The  shipping  alone  from  the 
U.S.  or  Western  Europe  would 
be  more. 

"Isn’t  it  exciting  how  far  a  few 
dollars  could  go,  if  spent  in  this 
way?" 

Bishop  Minor  described  a  re¬ 
cent  visit  to  Russian  social  service 
workers  with  the  Rev.  Vladislav 
Spektorov,  pastor  of  the  Samara 
United  Methodist  church. 

While  the  temperature  outside 
was  22  degrees  below  zero,  the 
women  who  are  in  charge  of  social 
services  in  this  city  reported  how 
especially  elderly  people  are  hurt 
by  the  cold  and  inflation,”  said 


Bishop  Minor  in  the  letter  to  the 
Global  Ministries  board. 

“Their  self-respect  is  threatened 
by  the  fact  that,  after  a  long  work 
life,  they  depend  on  aid  from  oth¬ 
ers.  Therefore,  the  spirit  is  impor¬ 
tant  in  which  this  help  is  given.” 

Bishop  Minor  added  that 
United  Methodists  were  careful 
to  involve  other  Christians  such 
as  Lutherans,  Baptists,  Russian 
Orthodox  and  Catholics  in  the 
distribution  of  goods  in  the  win¬ 
ter  relief  project. 

Food  and  good  news 

This,  he  said,  would  assure 
that  people  “would  not  just  get 
food  but  also  could  hear  the  good 
news  that  there  is  help  for  every¬ 
body  with  God. 

“In  sharing  the  need  of  the 
people  and  helping,  the  churches 
will  hopefully  learn  to  work  to¬ 
gether  in  the  great  task  to  evange¬ 
lize  the  country,”  he  said. 

“And  again,  it  is  not  just  food. 
An  elderly  lady,  a  former  school 
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The  Rev.  Vladislav  Spektorov  is 
pastor  of  Samara  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  With  him  is  his 
wife,  Valentina. 

director,  said:  ‘Five  years  ago.  1 
would  not  have  believed  that  I 
would  need  humanitarian  aid. 
But  today  I  am  grateful  that  there 
are  people  who  care  about  others, 
who  bring  help  and  love  to  us.’  ” 


Mission  Society  aims 
to  send  240  missionaries 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  not  the  only  United 
Methodist  group  pursuing  mis¬ 
sion  endeavors  in  the  former  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

The  unofficial  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  has  joined 
a  coalition  of  60  Christian  orga¬ 
nizations  in  an  effort  called  “Co- 
Mission"  to  send  Christians  to 
"preach  Christ”  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States. 

The  coalition  includes  such 
groups  as  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ,  Focus  on  the  Family  and 
Moody  Bible  Institute. 

Julia  McLean  Williams,  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  president,  said  the 
Mission  Society  plans  to  send 
240  missionaries  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent 
States  for  one-year  terms  in  the 
next  five  years. 

This  will  be  at  the  invitation  of 
Aleksandr  Asmolov,  vice  minis¬ 
ter  of  education  of  the  Russian 
Federation.  Dr.  Asmolov  is  also 


"We  don't  know  how 
long  the  doors  to  the 
republics  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union  will 
remain  open. ..." 

— Julia  Williams 

professor  of  psychology  at  Mos¬ 
cow  State  University. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Mission 
Society — which  reports  92  full¬ 
time  missionaries — told  the  Re¬ 
porter  last  week  that  the  group 
has  been  invited  to  begin  its 
work  in  the  Republic  of  Kazakh¬ 
stan,  the  largest  of  the  five  pre¬ 
dominantly  Muslim  republics. 

Mrs.  Williams,  in  a  recent  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  newsletter,  said,  “We 
don’t  know  how  long  the  doors  to 
the  republics  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union  will  remain  open  or  how 
long  people  will  respond  favorably 
to  Christian  teachings. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Want  to  help  out? 
There's  lots  of  ways 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

No  one  knows  how  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  gone  or  plan 
to  go  to  Russia  this  year  as  vol- 
unteers-in-mission  or  in  any  oth¬ 
er  capacity. 

But  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
an  office  trying  to  do  two  things: 

■  Organize  local  church  groups 
who  want  “the  connection”  of  a 
United  Methodist  experience 
while  in  the  Commonwealth  of  In¬ 
dependent  States; 

■  Screen  and  coordinate  work- 
team  or  local  church  requests  so 
United  Methodists  won’t  overload 
Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor’s  office 
in  Moscow  with  requests  to  come 
to  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  the 
church’s  coordinator  of  new  mis¬ 
sion  development  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent  States, 
says  he  goes  into  his  office  every 
day  expecting  to  see  his  desk  full 
of  letters  and  telephone  messages 
with  inquiries  about  Russia. 

“But  I  don’t  mind,”  said  Dr. 
Weaver. 

“All  that  paper  proves  that  lo¬ 
cal  churches  want  us  to  help 
them  avoid  some  problems  in 
their  mission  work.” 

Here’s  a  summary  of  the  up¬ 
date  he  gave  the  Reporter  on  the 
many  aspects  of  the  church’s 
Russian  Initiative  as  of  Feb.  28: 

•  Evangelism/Congregational 
Development:  Dr.  Weaver  con¬ 
tends  that  hundreds  of  United 
Methodists  want  to  evangelize 
Russians  and  help  start  churches 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

A  model  program  to  do  that  has 
been  developed  for  a  mission  evan¬ 
gelism  group  from  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las  to  Saratov,  Russia,  in  August. 

Thirty-five  persons  from  that 
church  will  visit  Russian  homes 
and  do  minor  repairs.  Group 
members  will  also  discuss  possi¬ 
bilities  for  starting  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  Saratov. 

Similar  arrangements  to  go 
into  other  Russian  cities  have 
been  made  with  Lovers  Lane 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dal¬ 
las;  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.; 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Morristown,  N.J.,  and  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  Okla¬ 
homa  City.  Visits  are  also  sched¬ 
uled  for  mission  leaders  from 
Pennsylvania,  the  North  Texas 
conference  and  the  Oklahoma 
conference. 

In  addition,  United  Methodist 
layman  David  Stone  will  lead  12 
exchange  visits  this  year  with 
groups  from  congregations  in  the 
South  Carolina,  Alabama-West 
Florida,  Northern  Illinois  and 
Virginia  conferences. 

A  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 
La.,  who  coordinated  that 
church’s  Moscow-Shreveport  Eas¬ 
ter  service  last  year,  Mr.  Stone  re¬ 
ports  15  more  tours  lined  up  for 
churches  from  the  Florida,  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  and  North 
Carolina  conferences  for  1994. 

Long-term  mission  evangelism 
in  Ulyanovsk  (also  called  Sim¬ 
birsk)  will  begin  this  summer  fol¬ 
lowing  the  commissioning  of  the 
Rev.  Brian  and  Lorena  Kent  from 
the  California  Pacific  conference 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


‘Leadership  and  Discipleship 
Training:  One  of  Bishop  Minor’s 
top  priorities  when  he  arrived  in 
Moscow  about  one  year  ago  was 


discipleship  training,  said  the 
Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Global  Ministries 
World  Division. 

A  training  event  was  held  last 
October  at  Samara  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  some  500  miles 
southeast  of  Moscow,  for  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  all  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  in  Russia. 

“That’s  also  when  the  name  of 
the  episcopal  area  was  changed 
from  the  Moscow  Area  to  the 
Eurasia  Area,”  said  Dr.  Harman. 

In  addition  to  the  items  report¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Weaver  regarding  the 
training  aspects  of  the  church’s 
Russia  initiative,  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  is  working  with 
Bishop  Minor  to  develop  theologi¬ 
cal  training  opportunities  for  Rus¬ 
sian  pastors  and  church  leaders, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Koh¬ 
ler  of  that  board’s  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry. 

Such  opportunities  will  be 
modeled  after  the  course  of  study 
prescribed  by  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  (Para.  1529.2)  to  train  local 
church  pastors. 

•  Humanitarian  Assistance: 

Distribution  of  food  to  the  poor 
continues  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
the  Global  Ministries  board’s 
World  Division  and  the  board's 
Health  and  Welfare  Department. 

This  year  at  least  $  1 30,000  has 
been  sent  to  Bishop  Minor  in 
Moscow  to  set  up  a  food  program 
for  some  2,000  families  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  at  left). 

•  United  Methodist  Campus 
Ministries  with  Russian  Partners: 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  800 
United  Methodist  campus  minis¬ 
ters  throughout  the  denomina¬ 
tion  inviting  them  to  travel  with 
student  groups  who  will  work  in 
Russian  campus  settings.  The 
Rev.  Stephen  Darr  of  Blacksburg 
(Va.)  Community  College  is  lead¬ 
ing  this  program. 

Meanwhile,  Bishop  Robert 
Fannin  (Birmingham  Area)  has 
assisted  in  negotiations  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Birming¬ 
ham  Southern  College  to  begin 
an  exchange  program  with  a  Rus¬ 
sian  university. 

•  Sister  Churches/Cultural  Ex¬ 
changes:  Local  churches  and  an¬ 
nual  conferences  alike  have 
started  special  projects  with  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  former  Soviet  Union: 

Some  examples: 

•f  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Irving,  Texas,  has 
agreed  to  pay  the  salary  of  the 
Rev.  Vladislav  Spektorov,  a  full¬ 
time  pastor  at  the  150-member 
Samara  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Mercer,  pastor 
of  the  Irving  congregation,  said 
his  church  has  made  a  “faith 
promise”  to  raise  “whatever  it 
takes”  for  the  three-year  commit¬ 
ment.  A  check  for  $2,500  was 
sent  last  month. 

•f  Bishop  Elias  Galvan  and  the 
Desert  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  plan  a  relationship  with 
churches  in  Kiev,  Ukraine. 

Meanwhile,  the  Rev.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  former  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport,  La.,  has  also  been 
working  to  coordinate  additional 
“sister  relationships.” 

Dr.  Ramsey  was  a  key  figure  in 
establishing  a  United  Methodist 
church  in  Ekaterinburg  nearly 
two  years  ago. 

- DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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HISTORIAN  DIES:  The  Rev.  Walter  N. 
Vemon  Jr,,  longtime  United  Methodist  educa¬ 
tor  and  historian,  died 
March  10  in  Dallas  at  age 
85.  Dr.  Vernon  was  editor 
of  Methodist/United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  school  litera¬ 
ture  from  1938  until  his 
retirement  in  1972.  He  also 
wrote  six  books  on  denomi¬ 
national  history  and,  until 
Walter  Vernon  his  final  illness,  was  work¬ 
ing  on  a  history  of  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  In  1975  he  was  founder  and  first 
president  of  the  Texas  United  Methodist  Soci¬ 
ety.  In  1983  he  was  inducted  into  the  United 
Methodist  Communicators  Hall  of  Fame. 


HISPANIC  MINISTRIES:  Meeting  for 

the  first  time,  more  than  30  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  organized  for  action  Feb. 
25-27.  The  group  elected  Bishop  Joel  N.  Marti¬ 
nez  (Nebraska  Area),  to  head  the  organization 
for  1993-96.  Other  actions  included  decisions  to 
hire  an  executive  director  by  summer  and  to 
implement  an  immediate  mailing  to  Spanish¬ 
speaking  congregations  in  the  denomination. 
Participants  also  adopted  an  organizational 
structure  to  coordinate  the  plan  among  the 
church’s  boards,  agencies,  jurisdictions  and  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

LAITY  GRANTS:  Grants  of  $500  each  for 
lay-empowerment  and  training  projects  have 
been  awarded  to  United  Methodism's  Louisi¬ 
ana,  North  Arkansas,  Rocky  Mountain  and 
Southwest  Texas  annual  conferences  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders.  The  association  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  85 
lay  leaders  from  58  conferences  also  elected 
Paul  R.  Ervin  Jr.  of  Atlanta,  and  Alfred  Thomp¬ 
son  of  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  to  two-year  terms  as 
vice  president  and  secretary,  respectively.  Bill 
Cook  of  Beaverton,  Ore.,  and  Carolyn  Marshall 
of  Veedersburg,  Ind.,  continue  as  president  and 
treasurer,  respectively,  through  1 994. 

NEW  DIVINITY  TEAM:  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Duke  University  Divinity  School 
in  Durham  has  announced  appointment  of 
three  professors,  effective  July  1.  They  are  the 
Revs.  Jackson  Carroll  of  Hartford  (Conn.)  Sem¬ 
inary,  an  expert  in  congregational  life;  Richard 
P.  Heitzenrater  of  Perkins  School  of  theology  in 
Dallas,  noted  church  historian  and  Wesley 
scholar;  and  Samuel  Proctor,  from  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  an  au¬ 
thor  and  educator. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Illinois  UMs  achieve  African  bridge'dream' 


By  BETTIE  STORY 

“A  Bridge  to  Dreams”  is  more 
than  just  the  title  of  a  new  video 
by  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  that  highlights  United 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Surrounded  by  images  of 
armed  British  solders,  indis¬ 
criminate  bombings  and  reli¬ 
gious  hatred,  the  city  of  Belfast, 
Northern  Ireland,  would  hardly 
seem  to  hold  up  models  of  peace 
and  reconciliation. 

But  such  models  do  exist  and 
can  serve  as  examples  for  U.S. 
cities,  according  to  a  group  of  10 
United  Methodists  who  visited 
Belfast  recently. 

They  met  with  church  repre¬ 
sentatives,  peace  activists,  politi¬ 
cians  and  police  officers. 

Through  the  work  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Belfast  Central  Mission, 
Protestants  and  Catholics  visit 
families  touched  by  violence, 
bring  children  together  in  an  af¬ 
ter-school  program,  provide  dia¬ 
logue  time  for  adults  and 
promote  a  sense  of  community 
and  sharing  across  religious  lines. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Bowyer  of 
Fairmont,  W.V.,  said  the  mission 
has  been  on  the  “cutting  edge”  of 


Methodism’s  Africa  University 
in  the  country  of  Zimbabwe. 

It’s  also  a  mission  theme  that 
spans  more  than  a  century  for 
members  of  the  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference. 


inner-city  ministries  throughout 
its  102-year  existence. 

With  a  95-person  volunteer 
and  professional  staff,  it  is  held 
in  high  regard  in  Belfast,  particu¬ 
larly  for  having  no  political  agen¬ 
da  of  its  own. 

The  mission  owns  two  houses 
on  the  “peace  line,”  where  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Protestants  live  together 
in  demonstration  communities  of 
peace,  according  to  the  Rev.  Don 
Rudalevige  of  Boston. 

"The  Methodists  are  putting 
themselves  in  jeopardy,  both  in 
terms  of  property  and  people  . . . 
for  reconciliation,”  he  said. 

Last  year,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Wil¬ 
liams  of  Boston  visited  Belfast  at 
the  invitation  of  the  Rev.  David 
Kerr,  mission  superintendent.  He 
was  impressed  by  what  he  saw. 

“Seldom  do  we  get  a  report  of 
the  positive  things  that  are  going 
on,  the  projects  that  speak  to 
peace  and  reconciliation,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Williams  helped  arrange 
the  recent  trip  for  members  of 
the  church’s  urban  network  in 


“Bishop  Joseph  Hartzell  and 
African  village  leaders  dreamed 
of  an  African  University.  Rich¬ 
ard  Reeves  and  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  Conference  dreamed  about 
a  bridge  over  the  Nyagambu  Riv- 


the  Northeast. 

An  Irish  group  is  expected  to 
make  a  return  visit  in  Octobe, 
and  Mr.  Williams  is  organizing  a 
youth  delegation  to  meet  with 
Irish  youth  in  August. 

The  group  found  Belfast,  like 
U.S.  cities,  to  have  high  unem¬ 
ployment  in  densely-populated 
areas  and  problems  with  violence 
and  hate  crimes. 

A  surprise,  according  to  Mr. 
Bowyer,  was  the  relative  absence 
of  drugs. 

“They  simply  don’t  have  the 
kinds  of  drug  problems  we 
have,”  he  said. 

In  fact,  reported  the  Rev.  Craig 
French  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  Belfast 
experiences  less  crime  in  general. 

“The  violence,  while  random, 
probably  in  no  way  outmeasures 
the  murder  rates  in  our  own  cit¬ 
ies,”  he  added. 

MKr.  French  hopes  to  apply 
the  lessons  of  reconciliation  in 
Belfast  to  the  major  division  in 
his  own  city  regarding  the  abor¬ 
tion  issue. 


er  at  the  entrance  to  the  universi¬ 
ty  campus.  God  continues  to 
work  with  dreamers,”  said  Jack 
Cramer-Heuerman  of  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  and  chairman  of  the 
the  conference’s  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty  Task  Force. 

“  ‘A  Bridge  to  Dreams”  is  an 
exciting  video  about  the  work  of 
Central  Illinois  for  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity.  It’s  a  great  story.” 

The  spirit  of  international  co¬ 
operation  in  this  conference’s 
venture  “is  an  example  that  is  re¬ 
peated  in  many  conference  and 
churches  all  over  the  world  and  is 
a  glowing  attribute  of  our  global 
church,”  says  the  publicity  pack¬ 
et  with  the  video  that  has  been 
sent  to  leaders  throughout  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

Segments  of  video  interviews 
include  pastors  and  lay  members 
of  the  Central  Illinois  conference, 
of  Bishop  Woodie  White  (Indi¬ 
ana  Area),  former  episcopal  lead¬ 
er  of  the  conference,  and  Richard 
Reeves  of  Decatur,  Ill.,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Africa  University 
board  of  directors  and  chair  of  its 

in  Ireland 

“I’m  working  with  a  group  . . . 
trying  to  lay  the  ground  for  per¬ 
sons  on  the  opposite  side  of  that 
question  to  come  together  and  be 
able  to  talk  civilly  to  each  other,” 
he  explained. 

Day  to  focus 
on  itineracy 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  will  celebrate 
their  history  of  itineracy  on  Heri¬ 
tage  Sunday,  April  25  this  year. 

This  tradition  of  traveling 
preachers  was  originated  by  Meth¬ 
odism’s  founder,  John  Wesley. 

“He  thought  that  ‘stay-put 
preachers,’  in  addition  to  boring 
people  by  saying  the  same  thing 
too  often,  might  begin  to  tailor 
their  sermons  to  fit  the  prejudices 
of  their  congregations,”  writes  the 
Rev.  John  G.  McEllhenney  in  the 
February-March  1993  issue  of 
“Interpreter”  magazine. 


building  and  grounds  committee. 

Mr.  Reeves  was  the  one  who 
challenged  his  conference  to  be 
the  first  link  on  campus  between 
the  world  and  the  African  site  of 
learning. 

Once  challenged,  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  local  churches  took  the  mis¬ 
sion  project  seriously.  In  less 
than  a  year  they  raised 
$85,473.41  for  the  bridge,  sur¬ 
passing  the  goal  of  $75,000. 

Central  Illinois  is  also  linked 
to  the  site  through  Bishop  Joseph 
Hartzell  of  Moline,  Ill.,  who  first 
had  the  dream  in  the  1 9th  centu¬ 
ry  for  African  students  to  study 
at  “Old  Mutare.” 

“A  Bridge  to  Dreams”  opens 
with  scenes  of  the  bridge  con¬ 
struction  as  seen  through  the  eyes 
of  three  of  Africa’s  eager,  expec¬ 
tant  children. 

It  then  moves  to  the  campus  of 
Illinois  State  University  where 
the  premier  performance  of  “The 
Bridge”  cantata  took  place  on  the 
opening  night  of  the  1992  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
session. 

President 
falls  in  line 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  major 
foreign  policy  address  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  recently  helped 
kick  off  a  series  of  centennial 
events  for  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  American  University. 

Mr.  Clinton  was  not  the  first 
President  to  have  a  role  at  the 
school. 

President  Benjamin  Harrison 
signed  the  act  of  Congress  that 
created  the  school  Feb.  24,  1893. 

President  Theodore  Roosevelt 
laid  the  cornerstone  in  1902  for 
the  school’s  second  building, 
named  for  the  assassinated  Presi¬ 
dent  William  McKinley. 

President  Woodrow  Wilson 
delivered  the  main  address  on 
the  university’s  opening  day  in 
May  1914. 

In  1957  President  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  spoke  at  ground¬ 
breaking  for  the  new  School  of 
International  Service. 


This  bridge  over  the  Nyagambu  River  at  the  entrance  to  the  Africa  University  campus  stands  as 
one  fulfillment  of  a  multi-part  dream  on  the  part  of  Central  Illinois  United  Methodists  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story). 


Church  group  finds  peace  model 


' Great  Hour 
of  Sharing' 
aids  UMCOR 

By  DONALD  E.  COLLIER 

As  they  have  for  more  than  40 
years,  United  Methodists  are  cel¬ 
ebrating  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  this  month. 

Observed  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  Lent  (March  2 1  this  year).  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offers 
United  Methodists  and  Christians 
of  nearly  a  dozen  other  denomina¬ 
tions  the  opportunity  to  share 
their  faith  and  their  substance 
with  people  around  the  world. 

In  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  offering  provides  in¬ 
come  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
for  its  ministry  with  refugees,  its 
work  of  relief  and  rehabilitation 
as  well  as  addressing  the  root 
causes  of  hunger. 

A  program  department  related 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  UMCOR  carries  the 
ministry  of  Christ  to  people  in 
the  U.S.A.  and  in  more  than  80 
other  countries. 

The  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar¬ 
ing  offering  provides  the  basic 
support  for  UMCOR,  allowing 
its  immediate  response  to  human 
need. 

As  one  example  of  its  efforts, 
working  with  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  (the  relief  arm  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.),  Lutheran 
World  Relief  and  Catholic  Relief 
Services,  UMCOR  contributed 
$  1  50,000  to  buy  desperately 
needed  grain  for  Somalia. 

As  another  example,  UMCOR 
provided  both  immediate  and 
long-term  relief  to  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew  victims  in  both  Florida  and 
Louisiana. 

Gifts  to  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  helped  make  this  response 
possible. 

Mr.  Collier  is  director  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications' 
Special  Sundays  Promotion  De¬ 
partment. 


Tongan  minister  scales  another 
in  long  trail  of  church  'firsts' 


By  SUZANNE  CALVIN 

Eddie  Kelemeni  has  just  added 
another  first  to  his  list. 

In  addition  to  being: 

•f  The  first  Tongan  ordained  an 
elder  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and 

•f  The  first  Pacific  Islander  elder 
to  be  seated  as  a  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegate  he  now  is 
■f  The  first  Tongan  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  a  district  superintendent. 

His  appointment  by  Bishop  Mary 
Ann  Swenson  to  the  Utah/Western 
District  becomes  effective  July  1 . 

He  views  the  new  appointment  as 


a  “tough  assignment"  but  feels  hon¬ 
ored  to  be  given  such  a  sign  of  trust 
by  the  bishop  and  cabinet. 

“I  am  particularly  grateful  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  and  its 
history  of  lifting  up  a  ministry  with 
Pacific  Islanders.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
conference  and  the  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  I  would  not  have  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  serve,”  Mr.  Kelemeni  said. 

In  1978,  the  Rocky  Mountain  An¬ 
nual  Conference  became  the  first  in 
the  denomination  to  charter  a  Ton¬ 
gan  United  Methodist  congregation. 

Mr.  Kelemeni  was  a  charter 
member  of  that  Salt  Lake  City  con- 


" . .  .1  hope  that  I  can 
be  a  bridge  for  cultural 
understanding.  I  can 
contribute  by  offering  a 
different  angle  and  a 
different  viewpoint." 

— Eddie  Kelemeni 


gregation  which  now  has  1 7  5  mem¬ 
bers.  That  same  day  he  was 
accepted  into  candidacy  for  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry. 

“There  now  are  six  Tongan  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches,  but  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  led  the 
way,”  Mr.  Kelemeni  said. 

A  graduate  of  Iliff  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  Mr.  Kelemeni  served 
Adriance  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Pueblo  from  1981  to  1988  when 
he  was  appointed  to  Redlands 
UMC  in  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Mr.  Kelemeni  said  both  of  his 
cross-cultural  appointments  have 
been  to  very  caring  congregations. 

“Always  there  has  been  mutual  ac¬ 
ceptance,”  he  said. 

The  Redlands  congregation  shares 
the  excitement  of  his  new  appoint¬ 
ment,  he  said. 

“They  have  every  right  to  be 
proud,”  their  pastor  said.  “They’ve 
raised  a  district  superintendent.  Usu¬ 
ally  a  superintendent  comes  from  a 
‘First’  kind  of  church,  not  a  church 
the  size  of  Redlands.” 

As  district  superintendent  he  will 
oversee  41  churches.  For  now,  Mr. 
Kelemeni  is  not  projecting  particu¬ 
lar  goals  for  himself  or  the  district. 

“As  the  cabinet  looks  at  the  needs 
of  the  entire  conference.  I  hope  that 
I  can  be  a  bridge  for  cultural  under¬ 
standing,”  he  said.  “I  can  contrib¬ 
ute  by  offering  a  different  angle  and 
a  different  viewpoint.” 

Suzanne  Calvin  is  editor  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter,  in  which  this  story  originally 
appeared. 


The  Rev.  Ed  Paup  (left),  current  superintendent  of  the  Utah/West¬ 
ern  District  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference,  congratu¬ 
lates  his  designated  successor,  the  Rev.  Eddie  Kelemeni.  Mr. 
Kelemeni  will  become  the  first  Tongan  district  superintendent  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  when  he  takes  office  July  1. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  infor¬ 
mation  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  AS  DIRECTOR  of 

Christian  Education  will  be  available  June  1st  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Springdale,  Ar¬ 
kansas  (Northwest  Arkansas).  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Staff/Parish  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  376, 
Springdale,  AR  72765-0376. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  4000-MEMBER,  multi¬ 
ple  staff  church  adjacent  to  Oklahoma  Universi¬ 
ty  campus.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Search  Committee,  McFarlin  Methodist  Church, 
Box  6390,  Norman,  OK  73070-6390. 

JOIN  THE  INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
of  Women  Ministers,  the  oldest  ecumenical 
clergywomen’s  network  (1919)  providing  sup¬ 
port  and  education.  Dues  are  proportionate  to 
your  salary.  Write  to:  The  Rev.  Grace  Moore: 

STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE  in  6  year  old 
church  located  in  fastest  growing  area  of  middle 
Tennessee.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  is 
450-member  church  in  need  of  person  with 
multi-skills  to  assist  in  unfolding  ministries  of 
creative,  open  congregation.  Skills  desired  in 
music,  youth,  program  resourcing  and  willing- 
ness  to  be  flexible,  self-starter.  Unique  opportu¬ 
nity  for  right  person.  Hours  and  salary 
negotiable.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
motivated  congregation  with  vitality.  Future  un¬ 
limited.  Send  resume,  with  references:  Jo  Sev- 
erns,  508  Franklin  Road,  Franklin,  TN  37064. 

2951  E.  69th  Street.  Long  Beach,  CA  90805.  Or 
call:  (310)  634-8768. 

SUSANNA  WESLEY  JUST  BACK  FROM  Lon¬ 
don  and  Epworth  makes  Methodist  heritage  live¬ 
ly  and  meaningful.  Also  Biblical  characters. 
Brochure.  Susan  Pellowe,  425  Surf  #214-R,  Chi¬ 
cago,  IL  60657.  (312)  248-5774. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week, 
$525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired  for  a 
growing,  friendly,  caring  and  very  active  church. 
Approximately  20  hours  per  week.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  would  be  in  the  areas  of  new  member  visita¬ 
tion  and  congregational  care  as  well  as  Sunday 
morning  liturgist.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re- 
sume  to:  Roseland  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  157,  Roseland.  FL  32957. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo  for  lease  weekly:  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No  smok¬ 
ers! 

DISCOVERY—  EUREKA  SPRINGS,  Arkan¬ 
sas.  Beautiful  Ozark  Mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting.  240 
acres.  Lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  ca¬ 
noe  float  trips.  (501)  253-8367. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  PART-TIME.  Lead 
youth  fellowship  program,  coordinate  volunteer 
youth  counselors,  available  weekday  afternoons/ 
evenings  and  on  Sunday.  Salary  $800/month. 
Resume  to:  Bellefontaine  UMC,  10600  Bellefon- 
taine  Rd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63137. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  Favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  2000-mem¬ 
ber  church  in  South  Florida.  Strong  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Mail  resumes  to:  J.C.  Powell,  1001  NW 
70th  Avenue,  Plantation,  FL  33313. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  CHRISTIAN 
Education/Program  Director.  Total  program 
(children,  youth,  adult),  administration  experi¬ 
ence  a  plus.  First  UMC,  200  Hwy.  517  West, 
Dickinson,  TX  77539. 

REHOBOTH  BEACH.  SEA  VOICE  RETREAT 
House.  Half  block  from  beach.  Sleeps  30  people. 
Year  'round  comfort.  One  third  off  through 
April  12.  Additional  discount  for  church  groups. 
1-800-637-2862. 

POSITION  OPEN:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
of  Wilson  Inn  Residence,  United  Methodist 
agency  serving  young  women  in  transition  in 
Richmond,  Virginia.  Send  inquiries  to:  Mary 
Wollenberg,  2423  Kenmore  Road,  Richmond, 
VA  23225.  Deadline:  April  15,  1993. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 
$S$.  Catalog  $  1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd.,  Philadelphia.  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION: 
Christian  education  degree  with  some  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Salary  according  to  experience 
and  qualifications.  Send  resumes  to:  Search 
Committee,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  626,  Carlsbad, 
NM  88221-0626  or  fax  your  resume  to:  (505) 
887-3516,  attn:  Tom  Rutledge,  D.A. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis- 
tries  (some  children's  and  local  mission  work). 
Austin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Waco,  downtown  church  of  2200  members.  Re¬ 
building  small  youth  group  with  potential.  Ex-, 
cellent  facilities  and  congregational  support. 
Salary:  $18. 000-$ 2 1,000  plus  benefits,  depend¬ 
ing  on  training  and  experience.  Position  avail¬ 
able  June  1,  1993. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Moun¬ 
tain  Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIFE  CENTER 
and  Recreational  Ministries.  To  direct  activities 
and  ministry  for  Christian  Life  Center  including 
all  areas  of  recreational  and  athletic  activities 
for  church  of  2000  members.  Facilities  include 
gym,  walking  track,  exercise  room,  game  room, 
etc.  Position  available  in  July.  Send  inquiries 
and  resumes  to:  Administrator,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1 100  West  Main  Street,  Do¬ 
than,  AL  36301. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  Houston 
church  with  average  attendance  of  293.  Two 
adult  choirs,  one  handbell  choir;  coordinate 
adult,  youth  and  children  music  program.  Ap¬ 
plicants  need  choral  directing  experience,  hand¬ 
bell  experience.  Keyboard  skills  a  must.  Send 
resume  c/o:  The  Rev.  Dr.  Allison  Cambre, 
10030  Scarsdale  Blvd,  Houston,  TX  77089  or 
call  (71 3)  484-9243. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMMING  AND 
Youth  wanted.  Dynamic  1200-member  church. 
Submit  resumes  immediately.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Pinellas  Park,  9025  49th 
Street  North,  Pinellas  Park,  FL  34666.  Atten¬ 
tion:  Mike  Shirley. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1000- 
member  church.  Experience  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  Airline  United 
Methodist  Church,  165  West  Road,  Houston, 
TX  77037. 

FULL-TIME  EXPERIENCED  EDUCATION 
person  for  general  educational  and  program  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  2100-member  church.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Resume  to:  Rev.  Jim  Ross,  P.O.  Box 
3846,  Bryan,  TX  77805. 

EARN  SlOOs  TO  $ 1 000s  MORE  EACH  Fund¬ 
raiser!  Huge  manual  shows  you  how!  Free  infor¬ 
mation:  B.C.  Creations,  5118  Hursh  Road, 
Dept.  201,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  46845. 

i 

5 

9 

F 

6 

i 

1 

i 

3) 

3 

i 

5 

i 

6 

s 

s 

CD 

5 

5 

? 

H 

O 

X 

a 

3 

r 

-P* 

p 

to 

'll 

D 

3 

t 

4 

-J 

CO 

, UNITED 
METHODIST 
CHURCH 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Bird. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


FORWARD  /A/ 

FAITH 


39  NUMBER  44 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


MARCH  26,  1993 


What  a  vision! 
Our  grandchildren 
will  benefit 


Dr.  John  M.  Lee 

Senior  Minister,  First 
UMC,  Monroe 

What  a  dream!  What  a  vision!  What  a  need!  Our  new  Conference 
Center  in  the  heart  of  Louisiana,  accessible  to  everyone.  And  what  a 
joy  it  is  to  see  everything  falling  into  place  —  land  paid  for,  roads  al¬ 
ready  cleared  out  and  a  beautiful  lake  in  the  making. 

1  have  a  vision.  I  see  Spiritual  Life  Retreats,  Cursillo  Retreats,  old- 
fashion  camp  meetings,  youth  convocations.  Pastor’s  School,  senior 
citizen's  events,  retiree's  gatherings,  and  some  day,  even  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  I  see  a  spiritual  center  for  all  of  Louisiana  Methodism. 


Someone  said,  “John,  you’ll  never  benefit  by  it.”  He  is  wrong.  I  have 
many  young  preacher  friends.  I  have  many 
young  adults,  teenagers  and  children  in  my 
church.  I  have  three  grown  United  Methodist 
children  and  two  precious  grandchildren.  You 
bet  your  life  I’ll  benefit  by  it. 


T°q$v 
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The  cost  is  “peanuts”  compared  to  the  glory 
of  God  that  it  will  bring  to  future  generations. 
Let’s  all  do  our  part. 


Bishop's  reception  at  Louisiana  Capitol 


^  Saint  ^1"  Bernard  , 
United  Methodist  Church! 


St.  Bernard  UMC  in 
Chalmette,  dedicated  a 
new  steeple,  LEFT  and 
church  name  identifica¬ 
tion  letters,  ABOVE  re¬ 
cently  in  a  special 
service  conducted  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  J. 
Martin. 


In  memoriam 


Dr.  Wyatt  David  Boddie  died 
March  1 1.  A  retired  minister  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  he  had 
served  as  an  associate  at  First  UMC 
in  Shreveport  since  1983. 

He  was  a  district  superintendent 
from  1977  to  1983  when  he  served 
in  the  former  New  Orleans-Slidell 
;District. 


A  memorial  service  was  held 
March  15  in  the  church  and  burial 
was  at  Forest  West  Cemetery  in 
Shreveport. 

Dr.  Boddie  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Margaret,  and  three  children, 
Linda  Clark,  Susan  Davis  and  Wy¬ 
att  David  Boddie  III. 


April  Conference  calendar 

Pre-Conference  Reports  due  in  Conference  Office 
Ruston  District  Conference  Center  Fianancial  Campaign 
Rally  and  Training.  Arcadia  Church,  7  p.m. 

United  Methodist  Foundation  Board  of  Trustees,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Bishop’s  Club  Dinner  Louisiana  Foundation,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  6  p.m. 

Shreveport  District  Conference  Center  Financial  Campaign 
Rally  and  Training,  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  3  p.m. 

Good  Samaritan  Observance 
Easter 

Clergy  Golf  Tournament,  Santa  Maria  Golf  Club,  Baton 
Rouge 

Cabinet  Meeting 

Retreat  for  Spouses  of  Clergy,  Camp  Istrouma 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Spring  Meeting,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  10  to  2  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Spring  Retreat  at  Caney  Con¬ 
ference  Centre 

Louisiana  Conference  Clergy  and  Spouse  Pre-Retirement 
Planning  Seminar 

Worship  Workshop,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Adult  Workers  With  Youth  Seminar-Conflict  Management, 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria,  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  10  a.m. 

Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension  training  for  District 
Boards,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 
Stewardship  Workshop.  Mount  Sequoyah 
Cabinet  Meeting 

Disaster  Relief  Training  for  District  Coordinators,  David 
Haas  UMC,  Bunkie,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

Cursillo  No.  33,  Tall  Timbers 

Older  Adult  Ministries  Workshop,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  (7  p.m.,  Friday,  April  30-3  p.m.  Saturday,  May  1) 
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Laity,  preachers  and  politicians  will  visit  prior  to  session 


Want  to  tell  a  politician  what  is 
on  your  mind?  Or  give  some  sugges¬ 
tions  about  how  you  would  like  him 
or  her  to  vote  on  current  issues? 
Many  of  the  legislators  and  other 
politicians  —  perhaps  the  governor 
or  lieutenant  governor  —  will  be 
present  at  the  Bishop’s  Reception, 
“Methodist  Monday.”  The  recep¬ 
tion,  held  annually  on  the  initial 
day  of  the  regular  legislative  ses¬ 
sion,  is  slated  for  Monday,  March 
29,  from  10  a.m.  to  noon,  in  Com¬ 
mittee  Room  W,  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Capitol. 

The  event,  during  which  Bishop 
William  Oden  will  greet  legislators, 
is  also  a  time  when  other  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  members  of 
the  laity  have  opportunities  to  visit 


with  lawmakers. 

The  legislative  liaison  committee, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews, 
hopes  United  Methodists  will  let 
the  senators,  represeatatives  and 
other  elected  officials  know  how  the 
church  and  individuals  stand  on  is¬ 
sues  of  importance  to  the  state. 

"The  reception  has  become  a  tra¬ 
dition  looked  forward  to  by  the 
church  members  and  by  the  legisla¬ 
tors,”  Andrews  said.  “It  is  a  rich 
way  for  United  Methodists  to  make 
their  presence  known  to  legislators 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session.” 

Lt.  Gov.  Melinda  Schwegmann 
attended  the  event  last  year,  along 
with  senators  and  representatives 
from  various  districts,  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  preachers  and  laity 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell, 
pastor  of  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC, 
Slidell,  recently  received  a  special 
invitation  to  be  a 
guest  preacher 
for  the  first  Afri¬ 
can-American 
Pastor’s  Forum 
at  Asbury  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary 
in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

The  event  was 
held  in  the  new’  I 
Ralph  Waldo 
Beeson  Center 
created  by  an  endowment  donated 
by  the  Beeson  family. 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  recently 
celebrated  Christian  Marriage  Sun¬ 
day.  Couples  renewed  their  wed¬ 
ding  vows  and  received  a  Biblical 
love  concordance. 

*  *  * 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
where  the  pastor  is  the  Rev.  William 
Peeples,  sponsored  a  project  called 
Second  Saturday  Recycling  Drop- 
Off  Day.  Only  one  hour  after  the 


Rev.  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell 


“environment  friendly’’  venture 
started,  the  participants  completely 
filled  the  compartments  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  newspaper  and  mixed  pa¬ 
per.  The  city  had  to  call  in 
reinforcements  and  bring  in  a  sec¬ 
ond  unit. 

The  church  collected  about  six 
and  a  half  tons  of  material  and 
earned  $45.50  which  was  added  to 
the  Bus  Fund.  The  church  also  has  a 
bin  for  the  collection  of  aluminum 
cans. 

Sponsors  of  the  Second  Saturday 
event,  the  Church  and  Society 
Work  Area,  plan  a  similar  event  in 
the  future. 

*  *  * 

Greater  Baton  Rouge  Federation 
of  Churches  and  Synagogues  will 
sponsor  an  Interfaith  Concert, 
“Voices  of  Hope,’’  on  Sunday, 
March  28,  at  3  p.m.  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  Centroplex.  A  number  of 
United  Methodist  choirs  will  partic¬ 
ipate.  For  tickets  call  the  federation 
office,  (504)  925-3414. 


Roger  Guissinger  is  honored 


Roger  Guissinger,  United  Method¬ 
ist  layperson,  illustrates  through  his 
life  and  actions  what  one  caring  lay 
person  can  do.  He  recently  received 
the  Woodrow  B. 

Seals  Laity  Award 
presented  by  the 
lay  advisory 
board  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  of  SMU. 

Open  to  any  lay 
person  in  the 
United  States,  the 
award  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1992  to  Roger  Guissinger 
recognize  lay  persons  who  exemplify  a 
commitment  to  serve  Christ  through 
the  church  and  the  world. 

A  member  of  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  Guissinger  has  served  in  al¬ 
most  every  position  of  leadership 
available  for  a  lay  person. 

Formerly  secretary  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Department  of  Health  and  Hu¬ 
man  Resources,  he  is  self-employed 
as  a  consultant  on  health  care  and 
low-cost  housing.  However,  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  devote  much  of  his  time  to 
volunteer  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
poor  and  homeless. 

He  founded  Friends  of  Families, 
a  ministry  for  homeless  families 
with  children. 

“So  many  problems  are  brought 
on  by  the  lack  of  family  strength 
and  the  results  of  poverty,  but  these 


can  be  dealt  with  creatively,”  he 
said. 

“We  need  to  help  families  get  on 
their  feet  and  help  them  and  the 
children  break  the  poverty  cycle.” 

An  important  task  of  the  laity,  as 
he  sees  it,  is  to  directly  address  that 
problem. 

The  ministry  Guissinger  started 
concentrates  on  families  with  chil¬ 
dren.  “A  lot  of  folks  get  involved 
and  we  take  a  comprehensive  ap¬ 
proach,”  he  said.  “Two  years  ago 
we  had  a  family  with  four  children 
who  could  not  do  anything  in 
school.  They  lacked  the  kind  of  pa¬ 
rental  guidance  they  needed  at 
home.  The  parents  would  tell  the 
children  they  couldn’t  learn.” 

Through  the  “intervention  of  car¬ 
ing  people,"  tutors  were  located  and 
the  children  were  tested.  The  chil¬ 
dren  and  parents  were  shown  what 
could  be  done.  The  situation  has 
changed  and  the  children  are  now 
motivated  to  learn. 

Volunteers  also  help  families  deal 
with  unemployment  and  other 
problems. 

Guissinger’s  outreach  also  has  ex¬ 
tended  into  other  parts  of  the 
world.  On  a  United  Nations  assign¬ 
ment,  he  was  consultant  for  bridge 
design  and  construction  ventures  in 
Israel  in  1968  and  was  part  of  a 
team  that  planned  village  develop¬ 
ment  projects  in  India  in  the  1970’s 
and  ’80s. 


Celebrate  good  times:  UM  camping 


The  camping  program  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  has  been  touch¬ 
ing  hearts  and  lives  for  more  than 
50  years.  Do  you  remember  your 
times  at  camp? 

Today,  our  United  Methodist 
camps  —  Caney  Conference  Centre 
at  Minden,  Camp  Istrouma  at 
Greenwell  Springs  and  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  at  LeBlanc  —  are 
alive  and  well;  a  refuge  from  the 


world,  where  lasting  friendships 
and  memories  are  made. 

While  the  history  of  the  camping 
program  brings  glory  and  honor  to 
our  Lord,  God  is  inspiring  a  vision 
for  our  future.  When  are  you  cele¬ 
brating  Camp  Sunday?  If  not  March 
28,  then  select  another  date,  but  do 
share  this  opportunity  with  your 
congregation.  —  Carolyn  Dove, 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator. 


from  all  over  Louisiana. 

Many  laypersons  and  ministers 
plan  to  call  the  legislators  from  their 
districts  to  personally  invite  and 
urge  them  to  attend.  Written  invita¬ 
tions  also  are  sent  to  all  of  the  legis¬ 
lators. 

After  the  reception,  Mark  C. 
Drennen,  president  of  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Research  Council  of  Louisi¬ 


ana,  will  speak  about  current  issues 
at  a  luncheon.  That  event  will  be 
held  at  First  UMC,  in  downtown 
Baton  Rouge,  at  12:30  p.m. 

Reservations  are  NOT  needed  for 
the  reception,  however,  they  are 
necessary  for  persons  planning  to 
attend  the  luncheon.  Call  Sandra 
Loy  at  the  church,  (504)  383-4777 
by  Friday,  March  26. 


Acolyte  training  was  held  recently  in  conjunction  with  a  "sleep 
over"  at  Maplewood  UMC,  Sulphur.  Tim  Duplechain  directs  the 
group  and  his  wife,  Senetra,  made  the  new  acolyte  vestments  they 
wear  in  the  picture  above.  Melanie  Scott-Welch  conducted  the 
training.  Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Dick  Scott-Welch,  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Louisiana  pastor,  John  Fellers 
Shares  secrets  in  new  book 


What  does  God  look  like? 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Fellers,  pastor 
of  First  UMC  in  Alexandria,  writes 
about  that  in  his 
new  book  Secrets 
for  Successful 
Living  published 
as  part  of  the  Di¬ 
mensions  for  Liv¬ 
ing,  a  division  of 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing 
House. 

Speaking  at  his  Rev.  )ohn  E.  Fellers 
office  in  the 

church  he  related  a  story  from  the 
book. 

A  little  girl  was  drawing  a  picture 
in  Sunday  school.  When  the  teacher 
asked  what  she  was  doing,  she  re¬ 
plied,  “I’m  making  a  picture  of 
God.” 

Her  teacher  asked  how  she  could 
do  that  since  nobody  knows  what 
God  looks  like.  The  little  girl  de¬ 
clared,  as  she  continued  to  draw, 
“They  will  when  they  see  my  pic¬ 
ture.” 

Fellers  wrote,  “There  are  mo¬ 
ments  in  our  lives  when  we  see  God 
face  to  face,  and  these  encounters 
help  us  to  establish  personal  rela¬ 
tionships.” 

He  said  he  sees  the  face  of  God  in 
Jesus  and  in  people.  He  also  sees  it 
as  events  unfold  and  in  the  mystery 
of  life. 

The  latter  he  describes  as  special 
times  when  we  see  a”  sky  spangled 


with  stars  and  waves  crashing,”  a 
pretty  sunrise  or  a  rainbow. 

Fellows  said,  “We  can  have  all 
those  experi¬ 
ences  if  we  are 
open  to  them. 

They  come  in  i 

strange  places- 
while  fishing  on 
a  lake,  burping  a 
baby  or  slipping 
into  the  cool, 
quiet  shade  of  an 
empty  church.” 

An  eighth  grade  teacher  first 
stimulated  his  interest  in  writing. 
He  is  author  of  a  previous  book, 
Getting  To  Know  A  Loving  God, 
(Abingdon)  and  he  is  completing 
material  for  a  third. 

Asked  if  the  publishers  alter  his 
original  manuscripts,  he  exclaimed, 
“Do  they  edit  it!”  But  he  added  that 
the  editors  are  very  sensitive  about 
what  they  change.  “You  must  have 
a  high  level  of  trust.” 

“One  of  the  nicest  things  about 
writing  books  that  are  read  by  a 
wide  audience  is  that  you  get  lovely 
letters  from  all  over,”  he  said. 

He  is  seen  on  television  in  Alex¬ 
andria  and  previously  had  a  televi¬ 
sion  ministry  in  Shreveport  when 
he  was  pastor  of  First  UMC. 

Formerly  in  the  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence  before  moving  across  the  bor¬ 
der  eight  years  ago,  he  said  he  has 
been  happy  here  in  Louisiana.  He 
makes  no  secret  of  that. 


Cursillo  males  to  hold  weekend  Kairos 

Men  collect  25,000  dozen  cookies 
For  residents  of  Angola  prison 


Girl  Scouts  are  not  the  only 
ones  with  lots  of  delicious  cookies. 

Louisiana  men  of  the  United 
Methodist,  Episcopal  and  Catho¬ 
lic  Cursillo  communities  have 
gathered  25,000  dozen  cookies  to 
take  to  residents  of  the  Louisiana 
State  Penitentiary  at  Angola  the 
weekend  of  March  27-28. 

Men,  including  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  Marcus  Smith,  Bob  Lar- 
rowe,  Bill  Strawbridge  and  the 
Rev.  Bill  Youngblood,  all  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  and  David  Qualls  of 
Lake  Charles,  will  go  to  the  pris¬ 
on  to  hold  Kairos  No.  1,  along 
with  those  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions  participating  in  this  state¬ 
wide  ecumenical  effort. 

Cursillo  is  a  three-day  week-end 
of  spiritual  renewal  involving 
study  and  worship  which  mani¬ 
fests  itself  in  increased  involve¬ 
ment  as  the  Body  of  Christ  in  local 
churches  and  communities. 


“Kairos  is  Cursillo  in  prisons,” 
Harold  Choate,  United  Method¬ 
ist  layperson  from  Baton  Rouge, 
explains.  “It  brings  the  love  and 
spirit  of  Christ  to  the  men  being 
held  in  prison.  The  effort  is  15 
years  old  and  has  been  successful 
in  other  states.” 

He  sent  out  letters  to  members 
of  Cursillo  asking  them  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  cookie  collection. 
“As  part  of  the  Kairos  weekend 
all  residents  will  receive  a  dozen, 
homemade  cookies  each  day  of 
the  weekend,”  he  explained. 
“This  is  to  be  done  so  that  every¬ 
one  in  the  facility  will  be  made  to 
feel  a  part  of  the  experience  and 
will  have  personal  knowledge 
that  the  Christian  community 
cares  for  them.” 

Choate  made  1 5  dozen  peanut 
butter  cookies.  “I’m  really  proud 
of  myself,  “  he  said  “I’ve  never 
made  cookies  before.” 


Faith  forum 
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Two  cries  for  Christian  compassion 

I  mourn 
loss  of  gay 
colleague 


By  EDWARD  A.  HOFFMAN 

I  prayed  at  his  recent  funeral.  We 
worked  together  nearly  10  years, 
sharing  an  office,  phone,  files,  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  At  his  death  I  re¬ 
membered  he  was  three  months 
younger  than  I. 

Prayer  at  his  funeral.  He  and  I 
were  colleagues,  ordained  ministers 
working  on  a  state  university  cam¬ 
pus.  He  was  well-liked,  respected, 
loved  by  many  generations  of  stu¬ 
dents  over  30  years  on  four  campus¬ 
es.  They  saw  his  wisdom,  felt  his 


The  Rev.  Edward 
A.  Hoffman  is 
campus  minister 
at  California  State 
University  in  Long 
Beach  (California- 
Pacific  Annual 
Conference). 


strength,  sought  his  insight,  knew 
his  compassion. 

His  funeral.  They  were  there. 
Faculty  who  shared  his  enormous 
academic  and  intellectual  abilities. 
Students  who  found  him  a  fighter 
for  the  marginalized  and  oppressed 
anywhere  in  the  world.  The  univer¬ 
sity  president  who  knew  his  wisdom 
and  counsel.  Colleagues  in  ministry 
from  his  own  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  knew  this  man  was  a  prophet, 
a  gentle  pastor,  a  warm  counselor,  a 
scholar’s  scholar. 

1  haven’t  mentioned  he  was  a  gay 
Christian  clergyperson,  but  that  was 
no  secret  either.  In  fact  he  wanted  it 
known,  acknowledged,  accepted  if 
possible,  and  understood  as  part  of 
the  reality  of  who  he  was.  Before  his 
death  from  AIDS  he  sent  several 
hundred  letters  describing  his  situa¬ 
tion.  Reactions  were  mixed.  Some 
brought  laughter,  others  tears. 

Ah,  the  funeral.  We  were  there,  so 
many  who  would  miss  him  for  so 
many  reasons,  who  would  honor 
him  this  day  and  carry  something  of 
his  life  in  ours.  His  children  were 
there,  and  his  granddaughter  sat  on 
my  lap  for  a  while. 

After  the  funeral.  I  was  wonder- 


Reporter  Point/Counterpoint 


Christians  should  compassionately  accept  people  of  homosexual  orien¬ 
tation,  agree  two  columnists.  The  writers  disagree,  however,  over 
whether  Christians  should  also  approve  of  homosexual  behavior. 


ing — really  wondering — if  my  own 
United  Methodist  Church  and  his 
Presbyterian  Church  are  wise  and 
righteous  in  prohibiting  ordination 
of  homosexuals.  Evidence,  experi¬ 


ence  and  memory  at  this  University 
Interfaith  Center  suggest  otherwise. 

How  much  the  church  and  the 
world  would  have  lost  without  Jim 
White’s  ministry  among  us! 


Let's  accept  homosexuals  but  not  their  behavior 


By  JIM  R.  KOK 

The  battle  over  homosexuality 
shows  no  signs  of  ceasing.  Churches 
fight  over  ordaining  homosexuals, 
cities  argue  about  allowing  “gay 
pride”  days  and  advocates  for  AIDS 
research  say  the  disease  gets  little  re¬ 
search  because  society  sees  it  as  a 
problem  in  a  de¬ 
viant  community. 

What  road  can 
Christians  find 
through  this  jum¬ 
bled  landscape?  I 
have  several  per¬ 
sonal  convictions 
about  homosex¬ 
uality  that  guide 
me  in  my  ministry.  Here  they  are: 

1.  Homosexuality  begins  early  in 
life — maybe  before  birth,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  in  early  infancy.  Homosex¬ 
uals  and  their  parents  say  they  were 
aware  of  differentness  at  an  ex¬ 
tremely  early  age. 

2.  People  do  not  choose  to  be  attract¬ 
ed  to  members  of  the  same  sex  any 
more  than  they  choose  to  be  attracted 
to  members  of  the  opposite  sex. 

3.  Homosexuality  is  a  matter  of 
arrested  development.  It  is  not  a 
God-created  condition  but  a  bro¬ 
kenness,  an  incompleteness  of  un¬ 
known  origin — except  that  it  stems 
from  humanity’s  ruinous  behavior 
since  the  dawn  of  history.  It  is  like 
color  blindness  or  childhood  diabe¬ 
tes.  Somewhere  in  the  past,  some¬ 
thing  happened  that  stunted  and 
changed  normal  development.  (Yes, 
I  believe  homosexuality  could  be 
genetic,  though  there  is  no  conclu¬ 
sive  proof  yet.) 


4.  Christian  heterosexuals  must 
purge  themselves  of  all  animosity, 
distortions  and  prejudice  toward 
men  and  women  who  acknowledge 
their  homosexual  orientation. 
When  we  reject  and  scorn  homosex¬ 
uals,  we  destroy  God’s  children, 
and  that  is  as  evil  as  racism. 

5.  Homosexual 
people,  like  all 
human  beings, 
need  friends  and 
close,  supportive 
;  relationships. 
They  need  total 
and  uncondition¬ 
al  love,  empathy 
jt,  and  sympathy. 
As  equals,  they  need  to  be  able  to 
care  for  and  be  cared  for.  Homosex¬ 
uals  should  not  be  expected  to  live 
alone  as  isolated,  unconnected  is¬ 
lands  of  humanity.  Companionship 
and  shared  life  are  necessary  com¬ 
ponents  of  living  as  God’s  images  in 
creation. 

No  sexual  intimacy 

6.  Homosexual  people  should  live 
a  life  of  genital  celibacy.  Sexual  inti¬ 
macy  is  not  a  necessary  part  of  their 
love  relationships. 

7.  The  extent  to  which  Christian 
homosexuals  living  together  in  lov¬ 
ing  relationships  successfully  keep 
their  commitment  to  restrain  from 
genital  activity  is  a  private,  person¬ 
al,  God-directed  concern  between 
them  and  God. 

8.  Gay-pride  demonstrations  and 
parades  stem  from  the  nearly  total 
nonacceptance,  mockery,  and  abuse 


homosexuals  have  experienced 
growing  up  in  a  society  that  offers 
them  no  understanding  and  accep¬ 
tance.  Most  homosexuals  have  been 
keenly  aware  of  their  differentness 
and  have  felt  horrendously  lonely  as 
they  have  struggled  to  understand 
themselves  and  find  inclusion. 

9.  Though  promiscuous  sexual 
activity  is  prevalent  in  the  so-called 
gay  community,  there  is  no  excuse 
for  it.  I  believe  homosexuals  have 
acted  promiscuously  in  part  be¬ 
cause  of  their  desperate  loneliness 
and  the  pain  of  being  rejected  by  so¬ 
ciety.  Their  frenetic  sexual  search¬ 
ing  comes  partly  from  their  own 
deep  insecurity  and  their  lack  of  the 
common  support  systems  of.  the 
heterosexual  world. 

10.  In  the  Christian  community, 
those  who  are  homosexually  orient;- 
ed  would  find  it  far  easier  to  live 
chaste  lives  if  they  were  acknowl¬ 
edged,  loved,  and  included  by  the 
larger  community.  Many  more 
would  then  find  it  possible  to  bless 
the  world  with  their  talents  instead 
of  searching  desperately  for  love. 

No  lifestyle  choice 

11.  Homosexuality  is  not  a 
lifestyle  choice  any  more  than  het¬ 
erosexuality  is.  It  is  not  realistic  to 
expect  homosexuals  to  change  their 
orientation.  Only  their  actions  are 
controllable. 

12.  Though  AIDS  has  unleashed 
a  threat  to  all  humanity,  Christians 
may  not  go  along  with  the  general 
rage  and  resentment  toward  the  car¬ 
riers  of  the  disease.  It  is  common  to 
withhold  compassion  from  homo- 
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sexual  sufferers  of  AIDS.  People  say 
that  they  need  not  pity  those  who 
have  brought  the  illness  on  them¬ 
selves  by  immoral  behavior. 

But  Christians  must  see  that  they 
readily  give  compassion  to  many 
people  suffering  from  self-inflicted 
injuries  and  impairments.  Most 
hospitalizations  and  many  deaths 
could  be  avoided  if  people  wore 
seat  belts,  stopped  smoking,  exer¬ 
cised,  and  ate  well.  Most  ailments 
and  injuries  are  the  results  of  per¬ 
sonal  irresponsibility.  We  may  not 
restrict  compassion  to  those  who 
are  innocent.  Where  would  that 
leave  us  with  God? 

13.  Through  counseling  and  sup¬ 
port  groups,  some  people  can  con¬ 
vert  to  exclusive  heterosexual 
living.  These  individuals  seem  to  be 
bisexual.  Most  homosexual  people 
cannot  change  their  orientation  any 
more  than  heterosexuals  can. 

14.  Homosexual  people  should 
choose  celibacy  and  find  support 
groups  where  Christian  conversa¬ 
tion  and  intercessory  prayer  can 
boost  and  strengthen  them  in  their 
dedicated  living. 

This  article  is  reprinted  by  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  author.  It  appeared  origi¬ 
nally  in  "The  Banner, "  a  magazine 
of  the  Christian  Reformed  Church. 


Trading  sanctity  with  the  Root  Beer  Man 


He  was  one  of  the  biggest  men  I’d 
ever  seen — all  350-plus  pounds  of 
him. 

Seated  on  the  steps  outside  the 
Smithsonian  Institution’s  Museum 
of  American  History,  he  seemed  as 
much  a  monument  as  Washington’s 
other  great  edifices  surrounding  us. 

I  came  upon  him  while  attempt¬ 
ing  to  make  creative  use  of  a  nearly 
3-hour  wait  before  my  blizzard-de¬ 
layed  return  from  a  church  meeting 
in  Alexandria,  Va.  I’d  gone  to  the 
Smithsonian  to  get  the  “snow  pic¬ 
tures”  I’d  promised  my  9-year-old 
son.  I  was  headed  into  the  muse¬ 
um’s  gift  shop  for  film  when  I  en¬ 
countered  the  giant  on  the  steps. 

From  50  yards  away  I  could  hear 
him  addressing  every  passer-by: 
“How’d  ya  like  a  root  beer?”  None 
of  the  visitors  I  could  see  accepted 
his  offer;  few  even  acknowledged 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Ast/e 
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his  presence. 

But  winded  as  I  was  from  walking 
in  the  cold,  to  me  a  root  beer  sound¬ 
ed  like  manna  from  heaven. 

The  Root  Beer  Man  spied  me  as  I 
approached  him.  “How’d  ya  like  a 
root  beer?”  he  asked. 

I  responded  eagerly,  “Sounds 
great!  How  much?” 

Holding  up  a  bottle  he  said,  “I’m 
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not  allowed  to  sell  ’em.  But  if  you’d 
like  to  give  me  something  for  it,  I’ll 
take  it.  I’m  on  the  street.” 

My  thoughts  reeled  as  I  dug  into 
my  coat  pocket  for  change.  On  the 
street?  Surely  not  through  the  “bliz¬ 
zard  of  the  century!” 

After  I  opened  the  bottle,  I  took  a 
grateful  swig  of  root  beer  as  he 
tucked  away  my  quarters.  “So, 
how'd  you  make  it  through  the  big 
storm,  man?”  I  asked. 

The  Root  Beer  Man  grinned 
through  his  dirty  gray  beard. 

“Wasn’t  that  something!  The  first 
night  I  stayed  at  the  base  of  the 
Washington  Monument.  Me  and  a 
bunch  o’  other  people  stayed  inside 
the  ring  of  flags.  It  wasn’t  snowin’ 
in  there.  I’m  not  lyin’. 

“The  next  night  I  got  lucky.  I  got 
into  a  [public]  bathroom.  I  had  a 
couple  of  blankets,  so  I  was  okay.” 
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To  the  passers-by  . . . 
the  Root  Beer  Man 
wasn't  human;  he  was 
Just  "something  to  be 
avoided." _ 

My  cheeks  flushed  with  more 
than  windbum.  Here  was  a  human 
being,  one  of  those  Jesus  called  “the 
least  of  these.”  He’d  survived  a  bliz¬ 
zard  by  his  wits  and  the  grace  of 
God.  Yet  to  the  passers-by — and  to 
the  majority  society  they  are  a  part 
of — the  Root  Beer  Man  wasn’t  hu¬ 
man;  he  was  just  “something  to  be 
avoided.” 

Reluctantly,  even  though  the 
clock  was  crowding  me,  I  said  to 
him,  “I  have  to  go.  You  take  care  of 
yourself,  OK?” 

The  Root  Beer  Man  grinned 
again.  “Don’t  worry,  little  sister. 
I'm  too  hip  to  trip.” 

As  I  left  the  museum  gift  shop  I 
saw  the  Root  Beer  Man  coming  in 
from  the  cold. 

I  waved.  He  lifted  a  mighty  paw 
and  brushed  my  upraised  palm  with 
a  “high  five.”  Two  humans  touched 
each  other  in  mutual  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  their  sacred  worth,  the  way 
God  intended. 

Our  encounter  wasn’t  going  to 
solve  the  problems  of  homelessness 
and  poverty.  But  it  encouraged  me 
to  keep  trying. 

I  hope  the  Root  Beer  Man  keeps 
trying,  too. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Beware  of  rejected 
book  on  'miracles' 


There  is  a  seductive  book  being 
studied  by  groups  in  local  United 
Methodist  Churches  around  the 
country.  It  contains  just  enough 
scripture  truth  to  sound  real  good, 
but  upon  close  reading  you  find  it 
goes  against  the  truths  of  the  Bible 
and  doctrines  of  our  Church.  It  is 
called  “A  Course  In  Miracles.” 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee 
and  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
this  book  was  submitted  for  use  in 
local  churches.  What  follows  is  a 
quote  from  the  report: 

“The  Adult  Section  was  asked  to 
look  at  ‘A  Course  In  Miracles’  by 
the  Foundation  for  Inner  Peace. 
The  section  decided  not  to  ap¬ 
prove  it  as  a  United  Methodist  re¬ 
source  and  the  full  Committee 
concurred.  It  was  found  to  be  lack¬ 
ing  for  the  following  reasons: 

“l)It  takes  a  Unitarian  approach 
rather  than  a  Trinitarian  approach. 

”2)  It  reflects  Gnosticism  [a  theol¬ 
ogy]  which  is  heretical  [to  main¬ 
stream  Christianity]. 

“3)  It’s  contrary  to  biblical  teach¬ 
ing 

”4)  It  makes  humans  [into]  God. 

”5)  It  misuses  biblical  texts.” 

Mark  Stewart 
Dothan,  Alabama 

We  need  a  disclaimer 

I  have  been  disappointed  and 
embarrassed  by  press  releases,  poli¬ 
cy  statements  and  comments  made 
by  bishops  and  other  “officials.” 

I  challenge  the  church  to  adopt 
the  following  mandatory  policy. 
This  wording  should  precede  each 
press  release,  statement  or  study 
or  position  paper.  Any  news  orga¬ 
nization  should  agree  to  include 
this  statement  to  receive  permis- 
sion  to  use  the  release. 

“The  following  statement  is  the 
personal  opinion  or  belief  of  a  small 
group  of  church  officials.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  not  been  consulted  or 
surveyed.  This  does  not  and  can  not 
necessarily  represent  the  church — 
that  authority  is  vested  with  the 
General  Conference  which  meets 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

every  four  years.” 

What  about  it,  fellow  members? 

Richard  Taylor 
Jackson,  Tennessee 

EDITOR  S  NOTE:  At  least  one 
churchwide  agency,  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  in¬ 
cludes  in  its  press  releases  a  dis¬ 
claimer  similar  to  the  one  proposed 
in  the  letter  above. 

If  it  ain't  broke. . . 

With  regard  to  Carolyn  Has¬ 
tings’  letter  on  hunting  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  12),  I  suspect  that  she  will 
likely  find  that  John  Wesley  was 
opposed  to  the  fox-and-hounds 
sort  of  hunting  by  wealthy  Britons. 
I  doubt  if  he  opposed  hunting 
game  for  consumption,  which  has 
been  around  from  Genesis  on. 

I  realize  it  is  politically  correct 
to  oppose  any  sort  of  hunting 
these  days,  but  hunting  has  be¬ 
come  a  factor  in  wildlife  manage¬ 
ment  and  habitat  preservation. 
Before  we  get  all  undone  over 
hunting  and  go  off  half-cocked  we 
had  better  consider  the  facts.  If  it 
ain’t  broke,  don’t  fix  it. 

T.  A.  Danielson 
Spring  Valley,  California 

Be  morally  correct 

Being  PC  or  “politically  cor¬ 
rect”  at  all  times  (and  in  all  places) 
takes  superhuman  effort.  A  PC 
disciple  must  constantly  refer  to  a 
deluge  of  Washington  publica¬ 
tions,  be  intimately  aware  of  every 
conceivable  issue,  and  have  a  lin¬ 
guistic  capacity  to  speak  words 
that  have  yet  to  make  it  into  a  dic¬ 
tionary. 

The  solution  is  to  be  “MC”  or 
morally  correct.  Unlike  PC,  when 
one  speaks  MC,  the  issues,  lan¬ 
guage,  and  definitions  don’t 
change  and  every  one  else  knows 
exactly  what  you’re  saying. 

David  Castillo 
Omaha,  Nebraska 


What  Others  Know  your  Bible? 


are  saying 


“We  need  faith  as  a  source  of 
hope  because  it  teaches  us  that  each 
of  us  is  capable  of 
redemption  and 
therefore  that  prog¬ 
ress  is  possible.  We 
need  our  faith  as  a 
source  of  challenge 
because,  if  we  read 

the  Scripture  care- 1 _ _ 

fully,  it  teaches  us  that  all  of  us  must 
strive  to  live  by  what  we  believe.  But, 
perhaps  most  important  of  all,  we 
need  our  faith  as  a  source  of  humil¬ 
ity,  to  remember  that  we  are  all  sin¬ 
ners.” 

— President  Clinton  at  the  annual 
presidential  prayer  breakfast. 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  not  think  that  I  have  come 
to  abolish  the  law  or  the  prophets;  I 
have  come  not  to  abolish  but  to  ful¬ 
fill.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  7:7) 


Readings  for  week  of  March  28 

Monday:  Psalms  130:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  130:5-8 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  37:1-10 
Thursday:  Ezekiel  37: 1 1-14 
Friday:  John  1 1:1-16 
Saturday:  John  11:1 7-45 
Sunday:  Romans  8:6-1 1 


MlllfcMMIIWIHriTOHBia 


Hope 

Happens! 


See  and  hear  how... 


mm 

Watch  Lawson  Live!  with  a  friend  this  week. 

Every  Friday  night,  midnight  to  1  a.m.  (EST)  on  the  VISN  Cable  Network. 
Special  guests  on  April  2  remember  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
and  observe  the  25th  anniversary  of  his  death. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  get  VISN  in  your  area, 

Call  Beverly  Judge  collect  at  1-21 2-602-9622  today. 

Lawson  Live!  is  produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications. 
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STORM  AID  SENT:  Portions  of  1 1  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  regional  annual  conferences  were 
hit  by  the  March  13  “snow-a-cane,” — a  combi¬ 
nation  of  hurricane-like  winds  and  a  snowy  bliz¬ 
zard.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  established  these  Advance  numbers:  No. 
901680-3  “Winter  Storm”  for  storm  relief  in  the 
U.S.  and  No.  982450-8  “Cuba  Emergency”  to 
help  provide  food  and  medical  and  housing  as¬ 
sistance  through  the  Methodist  Church  of  Cuba. 

EARN  MORE:  Catholic  women  seem  to 
earn  more  money  than  their  Protestant  counter¬ 
parts,  according  to  a  study  conducted  by  Todd 
Steen,  assistant  professor  of  economics  at  Hope 
College  in  Holland,  Mich.,  and  Kayla  Dubbink, 
a  senior  there.  Mr.  Steen  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  the  study’s  conclusion  is 
based  on  a  type  of  data  analysis  in  which  factors 
such  as  age,  education,  work  experience  and 
place  of  residence  are  held  constant.  With  those 
factors  being  equal,  females  reared  Catholic  had 
about  10  percent  higher  earnings  than  women 
reared  Protestants. 

TWO  DOCUMENTED:  Two  black  men 
whose  achievements  have  overcome  racism  will 
be  featured  in  a  United  Methodist  Communica- 
tions-produced  documentary.  “With  a  Clear 
Voice"  will  air  at  12:30  p.m.  (EDT)  May  16  on 
NBC-TV.  Paul  Boateng,  a  Methodist  lay  preach¬ 
er,  has  been  involved  in  politics  since  child¬ 
hood.  His  father,  a  cabinet  member  of  the 
Ghana  government,  was  imprisoned  without 
trial  for  his  political  activities  when  the  younger 
Boateng  was  15.  Later,  Paul  Boateng  became 
one  of  the  first  non-whites  elected  to  the  British 
House  of  Commons.  Mel  Tomlinson  joined  the 
New  York  City  Ballet  in  1981.  Now  dancing 
with  the  Boston  Ballet,  he  makes  it  a  priority  to 
talk  with  young  people  about  the  obstacles — in¬ 
cluding  deep-seated  racism — he  has  faced  in  the 
nearly  all-white  ballet  world. 

TRIP  EXTENDED:  Pope  John  Paul  II  will 
spend  Aug.  12-15  in  Denver  to  participate  in 
World  Youth  Day  ’93  activities,  extending  his 
visit  two  days  longer  than  expected.  The  Rev. 
Dennis  Schnurr,  national  executive  director  of 
World  Youth  Day,  said  the  four-day  stay  will  be 
the  longest  visit  by  the  pope  to  a  single  U.S.  city 
and  twice  as  long  as  he  has  spent  at  any  of  the 
three  previous  World  Youth  Days  in  Poland, 
Spain  and  Argentina. 


CLINTON  SUPPORTED:  virtually  the 
entire  leadership  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
supports  admitting  gays  to  the  military.  In  a  re¬ 
cent  letter  to  President  Clinton,  the  church  lead¬ 
ers  said  that  they  “do  not  believe  that  sexual 
orientation  in  and  of  itself  should  be  a  factor  in 
determining  an  individual’s  fitness  for  service 
in  the  United  States  military  and  we  fully  sup¬ 
port  your  courageous  stand  on  this  policy.” 


SIGN  OF  PROGRESS:  A  United  Na¬ 
tions  report  blaming  the  military  of  El  Salvador 
for  widespread  human  rights  abuses  during  that 
country’s  bitter  civil  war  is  being  hailed  by  many 
religious  groups.  They  see  the  report,  released  last 
week,  as  both  a  sign  of  progress  toward  peace  and 
as  a  source  of  vindication  for  their  opposition  to 
U.S.  funding  of  the  military  effort. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Disabilities  Act's  impact 
on  churches  mostly  moral 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

How  will  The  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act,  which  went  into 
effect  in  1992,  affect  your  United 
Methodist  church? 

Churches  are  exempt  from  the 
federal  requirement  that  public 
buildings  be  accessible  to  people 
with  disabilities. 

But  chuches  may  not  be  exempt 
from  similar  state  laws  and  local 
ordinances.  And  they  are  not  ex¬ 
empt  from  related  requirements  in 
the  1992  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
United  Methodist  book  of  laws 
(see  related  story  below). 

No  exemption  morally 

Nor  should  churches  be  ex¬ 
empt  morally  from  any  of  the 
above,  said  participants  at  a  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  The  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Physi¬ 
cally  Challenged  Ministers. 

Helen  Bettenbaugh,  speaking 
from  a  motorized  cart,  gave  the 
meeting  a  moral  case  for  acces- 
siblity. 

Ms.  Bettenbaugh,  who  helped 
organize  the  meeting,  is  an  Episco¬ 
palian  and  a  student  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

The  law’s  provision  should  be 
a  bare  minimum  for  the  church 
in  its  relationships  with  people 


with  disabilities,  she  said. 

Instead,  she  said,  the  church 
has  lagged  behind  government 
and  many  businesses  in  all  as¬ 
pects  of  access,  no  matter  wheth¬ 
er  the  barriers  are  physical  or 
barriers  of  employment  and  oth¬ 
er  opportunities. 

Church  buildings  and  pro¬ 
grams  should  be  accessible  not 
only  for  the  sake  of  the  disabled 
person  but  also  for  the  sake  of 
the  congregation  which  may  be 
depriving  itself  of  the  many  gifts 
disabled  people  can  bring  to  the 
community,  she  said. 

“If  my  physical  body  cannot 
gain  access  to  programs  and  peo¬ 
ple,”  she  said,  “then  there  is 
scarce  chance  that  I  will  not  feel 
that  I,  as  a  human  person,  have 
also  been  rejected. 

Body  of  Christ  incomplete 

“Christianity  is  a  religion  of 
community,  of  relationships. 
Therefore  the  physical  presence 
of  a  person  in  the  midst  of  that 
community  is  a  given.  Put  anoth¬ 
er  way,  the  Body  of  Christ  is  not 
complete  if  any  of  its  members 
are  not  present  when  the  Body  is 
gathered.” 

In  a  later  interview,  Craig  Hos¬ 
kins,  who  heads  the  church’s  gen¬ 
eral  treasury’s  legal  department, 
told  the  Reporter  that  although 
the  accessibility  portion  of  the 


federal  American  Disabilities  Act 
doesn’t  apply  to  churches,  local 
ordinances  and  state  laws  may. 

The  federal  act  doesn’t  super¬ 
sede  local  laws,  Mr.  Hoskins 
said.  He  cautioned  congregations 
to  look  carefully  at  any  local  reg¬ 
ulations. 

Regarding  the  employment 
section  of  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act,  the  association 
of  physically  challenged  minis¬ 
ters  learned  that  churches  aren’t 
exempt  if  they  employ  25  people 
or  more.  In  July  1994,  the  cutoff 
level  drops  to  1 5  employees. 

Opens  up  job  market 

Robin  F.  Marra,  who  heads 
Southern  Methodist  University’s 
Advisory  Committee  on  the 
Needs  of  Persons  with  Disabil¬ 
ities,  explained  that  the  employ¬ 
ment  provision  is  designed  to 
make  it  possible  for  any  qualified 
person  to  be  considered  for  any 
job  in  the  country. 

“By  law,  an  employer  may  not 
draw  the  conclusion  that  you 
can’t  do  the  job  because  of  your 
physical  disabilities,”  he  told  the 
group. 

An  employer  must  also  be  will¬ 
ing  to  provide  “reasonable  ac¬ 
commodation”  which  allows  the 
person  to  perform  the  tasks  the 
job  requires,  he  said.  He  cited  a 
platform  added  to  a  wheelchair 
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Helen  Bettenbaugh,  an  Episcopalian  studying  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  says  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  should  be  the  "bare  minimum"  of  accessi¬ 
bility  for  churches. 

to  help  carry  things  as  an  exam-  group  tracking  such  costs  has  re- 
ple  of  "accommodation.”  ported  that  70  percent  of  em- 

Accommodation  need  not  be  ployer  accommodation  expenses 
expensive,  Dr.  Marra  said.  One  are  less  than  $500  a  year. 


Church  law  requires  accessibility 


Packet  gives 
ideas  for 
ministry 

A  packet  of  materials  is  available 
to  help  local  congregations  minister 
to  people  with  disabilities. 

Published  by  the  Southeastern 
United  Methodist  Agency  for 
Rehabilitation  Inc.,  the  packet 
suggests  how  to  minister  to  peo¬ 
ple  with  various  disabilities,  both 
physical  and  mental. 

It  explains,  among  other 
things,  how  to  conduct  the  annu¬ 
al  accessibility  audit  required  by 
the  1992  Book  of  Discipline  (see 
related  story  at  right). 

It  also  provides  worship  re¬ 
sources  and  sermon  starters  for 
Access  Sunday,  which  the  1992 
Book  of  Resolutions  suggests  be 
held  once  a  year  to  sensitize  peo¬ 
ple  to  accessibility  concerns. 

This  packet  is  available  for  $5 
through  SEMAR,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box 
128,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  28745. 

DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


handicapping  conditions  to 
worship  at  your  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church?  The  Book  of 
Discipline  requires  that,  start¬ 
ing  this  year,  all  congrega¬ 
tions  show  that  they  are  trying 
to  make  their  buildings  avail¬ 
able  to  those  with  disabilities. 


As  of  this  year,  local  United 
Methodist  congregations  are  re¬ 
quired  by  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline  to  show  that 
they  are  attempting  to  make  their 
buildings  accessible  to  people 
with  disabilities. 

The  Discipline  requires  an  an¬ 
nual  report  on  the  congregation’s 
progress. 

As  amended  by  the  church’s 
1992  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  Discipline  states: 

■  Every  local  church  shall  con¬ 
duct  an  annual  accessibility  audit 
to  identify  “physical,  architectur¬ 
al,  and  communications  barriers 


that  impede  full  participation  of 
persons  with  handicapping  con¬ 
ditions;  and  shall  make  plans  and 
determine  priorities  for  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  all  such  barriers”; 

■  When  a  local  church  renovates 
or  remodels,  equal  access  is  to  be 
provided  “where  readily  achiev¬ 
able  and  financially  feasible”; 

■  Plans  for  new  buildings  are 
required  to  comply  with  local  ac¬ 
cessibility  codes.  For  instance, 
newly  constructed  parsonages 
must  have  a  ground  floor  bed¬ 
room  and  easy  access  to  bath  and 
laundry  facilities. 


In  addition,  the  nonlegislative 
1992  Book  of  Resolutions  also 
adopted  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  says  that  accessibility  should 
include  but  not  be  limited  to: 

S  Providing  adequate  access 
to  sanctuary  pews,  altars,  chancel 
areas  and  pulpit,  classrooms  and 
restrooms; 

•f  Providing  curb  cuts,  ramps 
or  a  platform  lift; 

S  Providing  equipment  and 
supplies  to  meet  the  needs  of 
people  with  vision  and/or  hear¬ 
ing  impairments. 

DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Access  becomes  layman's  passion 


A  life-changing  experience  led 
an  Episcopalian  layman  to  his 
life's  mission:  To  make  public 
buildings,  including  churches, 
easily  accessible  to  people  with 
disabilities. 

This  mission  led  Clarence  Pas- 
sons,  a  Chicago  architect,  to 
work  on  recent  major  renova¬ 
tions  of  two  Chicago-area  United 
Methodist  buildings. 

His  firm,  Architectural  Re¬ 
sources  Inc.,  acted  as  a  consul¬ 


tant  on  the  $15.9  million 
renovation  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions  headquar¬ 
ters  building  and,  to  a  lesser 
degree,  of  the  building  directly 
across  the  street. 

The  latter  was  the  longtime 
headquarters  of  the  pensions 
board.  It  still  houses  some  pen- 
sions-board  offices  plus  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  and 
offices  of  at  least  two  other  gen¬ 


eral-church  agencies.  Both  build¬ 
ings  are  in  suburban  Evanston. 

Mr.  Passons  was  led  into  acces¬ 
sibility  architectural  work  10  years 
ago  in  Boston.  He  had  watched  as 
a  guest,  disabled  by  polio,  negoti¬ 
ated  the  stairs  and  cramped  eleva¬ 
tor  of  Mr.  Passons’  building. 

“That  humbling  experience 
made  me  want  to  make  sure  that 
all  of  my  designs  would  be  accessi¬ 
ble  to  all  people,"  he  said. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


New  from 

Westminster/John  Knox  press 


Dennis  the  Menace 

Prayers  and  Graces 

Hank  Ketcham 

Foreivord  by  Ruth  and  Billy  Graham 

“This  delightful  licde  book  will  give  you 

plenty  of  merriment!  And  the  prayers 

and  graces  will  bless  and  inspire  you.” 

— Ruth  and  Billy  Graham 

Paper  $5.99  Hard  $10.00 

God  with  a  Human  Face 
John  C.  Purdy 

Jack  Purdy  “unearths  layer  after  layer 
of  familiar  biblical  episodes,  giving  us 
fresh  understandings 
of  what  they  say  to 
us  in  human  situa¬ 
tions,  here  and 
now....This  book  is 
not  merely  quotable. 

It  is  thoroughly 
readable.” 

— Vic  Jameson 
Paper  $9.99 


Prayers  for  Puppies,  Aging 
Autos,  and  Sleepless  Nights 

God  Listens  to  It  All 
Prayers  Jbr  the  Daily  Grind 
Robert  Jones 
Illustrated  by 
Gay  Guidotti 
“What  is  really 
remarkable,  of  course, 
is  that  no  one  else . . . 
has  thought  of  writ¬ 
ing  prayers  for  such 
absolutely  human 
moments.” 

— J.  Barrie  Shepherd  Paper  $6.99 

Turning  Points 

Stories  of  People  Who 
Made  a  Difference 
Max  L.  Christensen 

“This  book  is  a  testament  to  the  courage 
of  individuals  who  have  effected  a 
positive  change  in  our  society.” 

— Barbara  L.  Johnson 
“Max  Christensen’s 
Turning  Points  is  a 
book  full  of  hope, 
spirit,  and  positive 
meaning." 

— Douglas  Unger 
Paper  $8.99 


At  your  bookstore,  or  call  toll  free  1-800-227-2872 
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Carrier  to  drop  UMC's  casualty  insurance 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Atlantic  Mutual,  the  company 
which  has  underwritten  insurance  for 
local  United  Methodist  churches  for 
the  past  20  years,  is  dropping  that 
program. 

This  announcement  was  made 
March  16  to  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops,  district  superintendents  and  oth¬ 
er  regional  leaders  in  a  letter  from 
Diane  O.  Pinney,  risk  manager  for  the 
church’s  General  Council  of  Finance 
and  Administration. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  program  in¬ 
cludes  property,  casualty,  profes¬ 


sional  liability  for  church  leaders 
and,  in  most  states,  auto  and  work¬ 
ers’  compensation  insurance. 

The  letter  added  that  the  finance 
council  is  seeking  a  new  carrier. 

“We  plan  to  have  a  new  insur¬ 
ance  company  for  the  program  by 
Sept.  1,  1993,”  Ms.  Pinney  said. 

The  letter  provided  the  following 
time  frame: 

■  New  policies  with  churches  will 
be  issued  for  a  one-year  period  until 
April  30,  1993.  After  that,  Atlantic 
Mutual  will  not  issue  policies  to 
churches  not  now  in  the  program; 

■  Three-year  policies  that  expire 


between  March  1  and  Aug.  31,  1993, 
will  be  renewed  for  a  one-year  term. 

■  After  Aug.  31,  no  policies  will 
be  issued  or  renewed  by  Atlantic 
Mutual. 

Currently,  8,600  local  churches 
and  institutions  and  four  confer¬ 
ence-wide  plans  are  insured  in  the 
United  Methodist  Local  Church  In¬ 
surance  Program,  the  letter  said. 

Atlantic  Mutual  cited  catastroph¬ 
ic  property  losses  in  1992  and  other 
losses,  decreasing  investment  in¬ 
come  and  reduced  profits  as  the 
reasons  for  withdrawing  from  the 
program,  the  letter  said. 


"We  have  plenty  of  time 
to  find  a  new  carrier." 

— Steve  Zekoff 


In  a  telephone  interview  with  the 
Reporter,  Steve  Zekoff  of  the 
church's  finance  office,  said  Atlan¬ 
tic  Mutual  has  agreed  to  make  the 
transition  to  the  new  carrier  as 
smooth  as  possible. 

“We  have  plenty  of  time  to  find  a 
new  carrier,”  Mr.  Zekoff  said.  “We 
are  anticipating  a  seamless  transi¬ 
tion." 


Joint  committee  to  govern 
church  property  in  Bolivia 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  joint  committee  to  deal  with 
church-related  institutions  and  prop¬ 
erties  in  Bolivia  is  being  formed  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  and  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia. 

Formation  of  the  committee  is 
part  of  an  agreement  reached  by  the 
two  groups  during  a  March  11-13 
meeting  in  Cochabamba,  Bolivia. 

World  Division  directors  were 
scheduled  to  vote  on  the  agreement 
this  week  during  the  global  missions 
board’s  meeting  in  Indianapolis, 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  Harman,  chief 
executive. 

Last  October,  division  directors 
agreed  to  the  Bolivian  church’s  plea 


that  it  assume  operation  and  admin¬ 
istration  of  all  institutions  there  to 
which  the  board  still  holds  deeds. 

That  request  was  sparked  by  the 
continuing  dispute  over  whether  the 
Rev.  Carlos  Huacani  or  the  Rev. 
Zacarias  Mamani  has  the  legal  au¬ 
thority  of  bishop  of  Bolivia.  The 
board  has  recognized  Mr.  Mamani 
as  the  rightful  bishop. 

At  the  Match  11-13  meeting,  Bish¬ 
op  Mamani’s  executive  committee 
met  with  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon  of  Oklahoma  City, 
World  Division  president;  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  the  board’s  general 
secretary;  Nora  Boots,  World  Divi¬ 
sion  staff  executive;  Paul  Bankes, 
board  attorney,  and  Dr.  Harman. 


Seminary  head  accepts 
top  pastorate  in  Indiana 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  Rev.  Leonard  I.  Sweet, 
president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  United  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Dayton,  Ohio,  will  leave  that 
post  July  I  to  become  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  4,000-member  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Indianapolis. 

Announcing  the  appointment. 
Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Indiana 
Area)  said  he  is  pleased  to  have 
the  44-year-old  seminary  execu¬ 
tive  returning  to  work  in  the  local 
church. 

St.  Luke’s  is  Indiana’s  largest 
United  Methodist  congregation  and 


one  of  the  denomination’s  largest. 

Responding  to  confusion  over  ear¬ 
lier  reports  suggesting  that  Sweet 
would  remain  president  of  the  semi¬ 
nary  while  serving  at  St.  Luke’s,  the 
Indiana  bishop  said  in  a  statement 
issued  March  12,  “This  is  clearly  a 
full-time  appointment.  .  .  .  (Dr. 
Sweet)  will  not  continue  as  president 
ofUnited  after  July  I.” 

In  a  telephone  interview.  Dr, 
Sweet,  a  clergy  member  of  the  West 
Virginia  Annual  Conference,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
he  is  working  with  the  seminary 
trustee  board  to  “negotiate  some 
kind  of  continuing,  unsalaried  role.” 


<SJ> 
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Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

T O  LEAD  GAMMON:  The  Rev.  Corne¬ 
lius  L.  Henderson  has  been  elected  president- 
dean  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Gammon  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Atlanta.  He 
will  take  office  June  15.  Dr. 
Henderson  is  senior  pastor 
of  Ben  Hill  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  with  more  than 
6.400  members  the  largest 
black  United  Methodist 
congregation.  He  succeeds 
Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  (Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area),  who  headed  the  seminary  until 
his  election  to  the  episcopacy  last  year. 


DISTRICT  'FIRSTS':  Appointments  of 

district  superintendents  announced  so  far  this 
year  include  several  “firsts”:  The  Rev.  Chester 
Jones,  first  black  superintendent  in  the  Little 
Rock  Annual  Conference;  the  Rev.  Bonda  Deere 
Moyer,  first  woman  superintendent  in  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Area;  the  Rev.  Benita  Rollins,  first  black 
woman  superintendent  in  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  and  the  Rev.  Eddie  Kelemeni,  first 
Tongan  superintendent  in  the  denomination 
and  its  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference 
(see  UMR,  March  19). 

PERKINS  DEPARTURES:  The  Rev. 
James  E.  Kirby  Jr.,  59,  dean  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
last  week  announced  his  resignation  effective  at 
the  end  of  the  spring  semester.  Dr.  Kirby  said 
he  plans  to  work  on  two  books  and  then  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Perkins  in  1994  to  teach  church  history. 
He  has  been  dean  of  Perkins  for  12  years.  Five 
other  faculty  members  previously  announced 
their  retirements:  the  Revs.  Frederick  S.  Car¬ 
ney,  William  T.  McElvaney,  Richard  T.  Murray, 
Schubert  M.  Ogden  and  David  K.  Switzer.  Dr. 
Kirby  said  these  departures  will  allow  the  new 
dean  to  bring  younger  scholars  to  the  faculty. 

AFRICAN  BISHOP  RECOVERS:  Un¬ 
ited  Methodist  Bishop  Moises  Domingos  Fer¬ 
nandes  of  Malange,  Angola,  is  undergoing 
outpatient  therapy  in  Lisbon,  Portugal.  He  con¬ 
tinues  to  recover  from  injuries — including  bro¬ 
ken  legs — that  he  received  Nov.  22  while  trying 
to  escape  men  who  invaded  his  office  and 
home.  The  bishop  leads  the  church’s  Eastern 
Angola  Annual  Conference. 


Social-action  board  backs  '96  conclave  move 


' Come  Together '  comes  apart 


The  group  “Come  Together 
Colorado”  which  proposed  leg¬ 
islation  to  supercede  the  state’s 
controverial  Amendment  2  dis¬ 
banded  suddenly  last  week. 

“Come  Together  Colorado” 
included  United  Methodists. 

According  to  some  Colorado 
United  Methodist  observers, 
the  group  disbanded  for  three 
reasons: 

•f  Expectations  that  Amend¬ 
ment  2  will  be  found  unconsti¬ 
tutional; 

/  Lack  of  support  for  their 
proposal  in  key  cities; 


Adverse  effects  from  a 
counter-campaign  by  “Colorado 
for  Family  Values,”  the  lobby 
group  credited  with  convincing  a 
majority  of  voters  to  adopt 
Amendment  2  last  November. 

Amendment  2’s  interpreta¬ 
tion  has  been  at  the  core  of  the 
dispute  in  Colorado  (see  UMR, 
March  12  for  texts). 

Enactment  of  Amendment  2 
has  been  suspended  by  court  or¬ 
der  until  its  constitutionality  can 
be  judged.  That  hearing  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  place  until  the  fall 
—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— Direc- 
tors  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  social-action  arm 
didn’t  spend  much  time  debating 
recently  before  they  said  "yes”  to 
a  wide-ranging  resolution  up¬ 
holding  civil  rights  of  homosex¬ 
ual  people. 

With  about  75  of  its  85  direc¬ 
tors  in  attendance,  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
adopted  a  resolution  which: 

■  Condemns  a  controversial 
Colorado  law,  known  as  Amend¬ 
ment  2,  calling  that  law  a  denial 
of  the  civil  rights  of  homosexual 
people; 

■  Determines  Amendment  2 
to  be  “in  direct  conflict  with” 
Paragraph  71G  of  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  up¬ 
holding  homosexuals’  civil  and 
human  rights; 

■  Asks  that  Colorado  rescind 
Amendment  2; 

■  Urges  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  Colorado  to 
press  the  state  legislature  there  to 
rescind  Amendment  2; 


■  Accepts  tne  invitation  ofThe 
church’s  Rocky  Mountain  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  to  sponsor  a  major 
public  event  in  Colorado  this 
year  in  support  of  homosexuals’ 
civil  and  human  rights; 

■  Calls  on  the  proper  decision¬ 
making  body — the  Commission 
on  the  General  Conference — to 
move  the  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  from  Denver  unless  Amend¬ 


ment  2  is  rescinaea; 

■  Calls  on  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  address  anew  the 
growing  problem  of  hate  crimes 
and  discrimination  based  on  sex¬ 
ual  orientation. 

Amendment  2,  the  target  of 
these  actions,  overturns  local 
Colorado  ordinances  banning 
discrimination  against  homosex¬ 


ual  people. 

The  legislation’s  supporters 
contend  that  it  is  intended  to 
avoid  the  creation  of  a  specially 
protected  class  of  citizens. 

Its  opponents  argue  that  the 
law  denies  civil  rights  protection 
to  homosexual  people. 

Church  and  Society  directors’ 
vote,  taken  by  a  show  of  hands, 
was  not  unanimous. 

The  only  director  speaking 
against  the  resolution  was  San 
Antonio  attorney  Don  Hand. 

Referring  to  the  resolution’s 
preamble  citing  a  “clear  issue  of 
simple  justice”  regarding  the 
Colorado  dispute,  Mr.  Hand  as¬ 
serted:  “There’s  ‘simple  justice’ 
in  all  50  states. 

“As  I  understand  if,  the  Colo¬ 
rado  law  was  to  avoid  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  special  rights  for 
homosexuals.  It’s  not  up  to  us  to 
impose  our  will  on  this  state.” 

No  supporters  of  the  proposed 
resolution  debated  Mr.  Hand’s 
contention. 

Some  Church  and  Society  di¬ 
rectors  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  that  the  board  didn’t 


engage  in  any  substantive  debate 
on  the  issue — especially  on  the 
appropriateness  of  moving  the 
’96  General  Conference  from 
Denver. 

Although  its  organizers  have 
termed  the  “dump  Denver”  cam¬ 
paign  to  be  a  form  of  social  wit¬ 
ness,  some  at  the  Church  and 
Society  meeting  privately  echoed 
the  concern  of  other  United 
Methodists  that  the  campaign  is 
in  reality  a  “secondary  boycott.” 

A  “secondary  boycott,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “Guidelines  for  Initiat¬ 
ing  or  Joining  an  Economic  Boy¬ 
cott,”  is  one  which  doesn’t  directly 
affect  those  with  the  power  to 
make  the  changes  which  the 
church  deems  morally  imperative. 

Copies  of  the  guidelines  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  background  informa¬ 
tion  provided  to  Church  and 
Society  directors  in  the  Human 
Welfare  section,  where  the  resolu¬ 
tion  on  Colorado  originated. 

However,  directors  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  didn’t  discuss  whether  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  consti¬ 
tuted  a  boycott. 


i 


UM  Money  Matters 


Average 
giving  per 
member 
in  1992 


Meeting  long  on  snow,  short  on  funds 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— While 
the  “blizzard  of  the  century” 
dumped  an  abundance  of  snow 
outside  their  meeting  place,  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  struggled 
with  an  insufficiency  plaguing  all 
levels  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church — lack  of  money. 

Declining  contributions  from 
local  congregations  to  the  World 
Service  Fund — where  most 
churchwide  program  agencies  get 
the  bulk  of  their  operating 
funds — resulted  in  a  $42,000 
shortfall  in  1993  income. 

As  a  result,  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  directors  agreed  to  combine 
$17,000  from  investment  income 
with  a  $25,000  shift  from  admin¬ 
istration  to  programs  to  make  up 


for  the  loss. 

Directors  ultimately  adopted  a 
$2.7  million  1993  budget  and 
created  a  financial  development 
committee  to  work  with  a  consul¬ 
tant  to  find  outside  funding 
sources  for  the  board. 

In  other  actions,  the  Church 
and  Society  board: 

/  Approved  development  of  a 
1995  national  teleconference  on 
local-church  responses  to  social 
issues;  . 

/  Approved  a  resolution  en¬ 
dorsing  a  “sin  tax”  of  at  least  $2 
per  pack  on  cigarettes  and  pro¬ 
portionate  amounts  on  other  to¬ 
bacco  products.  The  tax  is  to 
provide  funds  to  retrain  tobacco 
workers  arid  farmers  arid  to  edu¬ 
cate  people  about  the  health  haz¬ 
ards  of  tobacco  use. 


'f  Supported  legislation  to 
grant  universal  access  to  health 
care  through  a  publicly  financed 
national  health  care  plan; 

Y  Called  for  an  end  to  the 
U.S.  embargo  of  Cuba  but  re¬ 
quested  continued  monitoring  of 
human  rights  compliance  by  the 
Cuban  government; 

•f  Called  for  passage  of  a  strict 
gun  control  law  and  an  excise  tax 
on  gun  and  ammunition  pur¬ 
chases  to  provide  a  relief  fund 
for  publicly  funded  medical 
treatment  for  gunshot  victims; 

/  Reaffirmed  the  legal  right  to 
abortion  and  condemned  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Dr.  David  Gunn,  medical 
director  of  an  abortion  clinic  in 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  allegedly  by  an 
anti-abortion  protester. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  4000-MEMBER  multiple 
staff  church  adjacent  to  Oklahoma  University  cam¬ 
pus.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  McFariin  Methodist  Church,  Box  6390. 
Norman,  OK  730704390. 

STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE  in  6  year  old 
church  located  in  fastest  growing  area  of  middle 
Tennessee.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  is 
450-member  church  in  need  of  person  with  multi- 
skills  to  assist  in  unfolding  ministries  of  creative, 
open  congregation.  Skills  desired  in  music,  youth, 
program  resourcing  and  willingness  to  be  flexible, 
self-starter.  Unique  opportunity  for  right  person. 
Hours  and  salary  negotiable.  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  a  motivated  congregation  with  vi¬ 
tality.  Future  unlimited.  Send  resume,  with 
references:  Jo  Sevems.  508  Franklin  Road,  Frank¬ 
lin.  TN  37064. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  PART-TIME  Lead  youth 
fellowship  program,  coordinate  volunteer  youth 
counselors,  available  weekday  aftemoons/evenings 
and  on  Sunday.  Salary  S800/month.  Resume  to: 
Bellcfontaine  UMC,  10600  Bellefontaine  Rd.,  St. 
Louis.  MO  63137. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  CHRISTIAN 
Education/Program  Director.  Total  program  (chil¬ 
dren.  youth,  adult),  administration  experience  a 
plus.  First  UMC  200  Hwy.  517  West,  Dickinson, 
TX  77539. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION: 
Christian  education  degree  with  some  experience 
preferred-  Salary  according’  to  experience  ancf  quali¬ 
fications.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Committee. 
FUMC.  P.O,  Box  626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221-0626 
or  fax  your  resume  to:  (505)  887-3516.  attn:  Tom 
Rutledge,  DA 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
(some  children’s  and  local  mission  work).  Austin 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in  Waco,  down¬ 
town  church  of  2200  members.  Rebuilding  small 
youth  group  with  potential.  Excellent  facilities  and 
congregational  support.  Salary:  S 1 8,000-52 1 ,000 
plus  benefits,  depending  on  training  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Position  available  June  1, 1993. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1000- 
member  church.  Experience  required.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  Airline  United  Methodist 
Church,  165  West  Road,  Houston,  TX  77037. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMMING  AND  Youth 
wanted.  Dynamic  1200-member  church.  Submit 
resumes  immediately.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Pinellas  Park,  9025  49th  Street  North, 
Pinellas  Park,  FL  34666.  Attention:  Mike  Shirley. 

FULL-TIME  EXPERIENCED  EDUCATION 
person  for  general  educational  and  program  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  2100-member  church.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Resume  to:  Rev.  Jim  Ross,  P.O.  Box  3846, 
Bryan.  TX  77805. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/EDUCATIONAL  Assistant 
United  Methodist  Church  background  and  work  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Christian  Education  training,  self 
motivated  with  administrative  ability.  College  grad¬ 
uate  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  FUMC  Resume, 
P.O.  Box  1661,  Sanford,  FL  32772. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  WANTED:  Vibrant 
enthusiastic  and  self-motivated  person  to  work 
with  a  progressive  United  Methodist  Church  to  co¬ 
ordinate,  execute,  and  promote  Christian  activities 
and  programs  with  the  help  of  an  active  800  mem¬ 
bership  congregation.  Send  a  complete  resume  by 
April  1  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  225  E. 
Arrow,  Marshall,  MO  65340. 

CHALLENGING  UNIVERSITY  SETTING.  Fust 
United  Methodist  Church,  Commerce,  Texas  (one 
hour  NE  of  Dallas,  home  of  East  Texas  State  Uni¬ 
versity)  has  created  a  new  full-time  staff  position  to 
begin  June  1,  1993,  Director  of  Program  and  Out¬ 
reach  Ministries.  Our  600-member  church  family 
has  exciting  possibilities  for  existing  and  new  min¬ 
istries  with  children,  youth,  college  students,  young 
couples,  single  adults  and  senior  adults.  Salary  wifi 
be  based  on  training  and  experience.  Send  your  re¬ 
sume  to  the  church  at:  1709  Hwy  50,  Commerce 
TX  75428,  by  April  15. 1993. 

MID-SIZE  WEST  TENNESSEE  CHURCH  needs 
full-time  Director  of  Program.  Please  send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  314.  Humboldt, 
TN  38343. 

FULDTIME  EDUCATION/YOUTH  Director. 
850-member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Loyd  A 
Cam,  Pastor,  University  United  Methodist  Cnurch, 
2000  S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces.  NM  88001 . 

Consultant:  U.S.  Christians  saving  refugees'  lives 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— The  Rev. 
Arthur  B.  Keys  Jr.  has  seen  for  him¬ 
self  that  the  generosity  of  American 
Christians  keeps  alive  hundreds  of 
refugees  in  and  around  war-tom 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

In  fact,  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister,  who  serves  as  a 
Washington  consultant  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
believes  that  contributions  from 
U.S.  churches  have  been  more  ef¬ 
fective  than  the  efforts  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  or  the  U.S.  military’s 
supply  drops. 


Dr.  Keys  was  a  guest  speaker  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  He  spoke  to 
the  board’s  section  on  Peace  with 
Justice  about  his  recent  visit  to  Bos¬ 
nia-Herzegovina;  Vojvodina,  Yugo¬ 
slavia;  and  Macedonia. 

United  Methodist  congregations 
in  northern  Macedonia  are  among 
the  church-related  relief  sites. 

“I  visited  the  region  in  November 
to  assess  how  well  the  churches’  ef¬ 
forts  were  working  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  resources  are  needed  to 
make  those  efforts  even  more  effec¬ 


tive,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

Dr.  Keys  said  that  more  than  40 
percent  of  all  relief  sent  to  the  re¬ 
gion  has  come  from  private,  volun¬ 
tary  sources. 

Protestant  and  Orthodox  relief 
agencies  alone  have  contributed 
more  than  $  1 9  million  in  food,  blan¬ 
kets  and  other  aid  to  refugees  from 
all  areas  in  the  former  Yugoslavia. 

Of  that  amount,  more  than  $10 
million  has  been  contributed 
through  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S. A. 
UMCOR  is  a  major  participant  in 
Church  World  Service. 

Dr.  Keys  said  churches’  relief  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  more  effective  than 
those  from  other  sources  because 
they: 

/  Operate  from  local  church-re¬ 
lated  bases; 

/  Are  carried  out  more  by  vol¬ 
unteers; 

✓  Are  carried  out  by  experienced 
volunteers; 

/  Try  to  extend  relief  to  harder- 
to-reach  areas; 

/  Distribute  relief  through  indi¬ 
viduals  or  small  groups  rather  than 
using  large  convoys  that  are  attrac¬ 
tive  targets  for  snipers. 

“Church-related  efforts  make 
good  use  of  local  people,  who  come 
to  warehouses  to  pick  up  goods  and 
take  them  back  over  roads  they 
know  are  safer,”  said  Dr.  Keys. 

He  had  praise  for  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  Lutgen,  UMCOR  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  for  his  success  at  “making  sure 
relief  gets  to  the  Tiring  line,’  not 
just  where  it’s  convenient.” 
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SARAJEVO,  Bosnia-Herzegovina — A  father  is  consoled  by  his 
wounded  son  while  mourning  another  son  killed  in  fighting  be¬ 
tween  Bosnians  and  Serbs.  Families  like  this  one  are  being  aided  by 
the  relief  supplies  sent  to  the  region  from  United  Methodists  and 
other  U.S.  Christians. 


Churches  focus  on  grandfather ' s  arrest 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— The  dis¬ 
appearance  of  65-year-old  Dragan 
Ilic  has  become  a  personal  specter 
of  war’s  horrors  for  the  Rev.  Arthur 
B.  Keys  Jr. 

Mr.  Ilic,  a  Serb,  was  arrested 
March  1  by  two  men  in  Croatian 
Army  uniforms  at  his  apartment  in 
Mostar,  Herzegovina,  in  a  sector 
under  Croat  control. 

Since  then,  nothing  has  been 
learned  of  the  whereabouts,  physi¬ 
cal  condition  or  any  charges  against 
the  elderly  businessman,  who  was 


not  politically  active. 

“We  don’t  even  know  if  he’s 
alive,”  Dr.  Keys  told  the  Reporter. 
“We  have  no  leads.” 

Mr.  Ilic  is  the  father  of  Suzana  Ba- 
SEiric-Ilic,  who  is  married  to  Dr.  Keys’ 
brother-in-law,  Mladen  Basaric. 

Ms.  Basaric-Ilic  and  their  two 
daughters,  Sanja  and  Vanja,  fled 
Bosnia-Herzegovina  in  1991.  Mr. 
Basaric  joined  them  last  year.  They 
now  live  near  Dr.  Keys  and  his 
wife,  Jasna  Basaric,  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Keys  is  seeking  Mr.  Ilic’s  re¬ 
lease  with  the  help  of  church  organi- 


zations  and  U.S.  congressional 
leaders. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  Franjo 
Tudjman,  president  of  the  Republic 
of  Croatia,  U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
Warren  Christopher  and  President 
Clinton,  seeking  an  investigation 
into  Mr.  Ilic’s  arrest. 

Dr.  Keys  said  that  any  Christians 
who  wish  to  support  his  family’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  secure  Mr.  Ilic’s  release  may 
fax  letters  to  Mr.  Tudjman  in  care 
of  the  Croatian  Embassy  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  202-543-5623. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


However,  the  consultant  said  his 
visit  had  left  him  with  a  bleak  out¬ 
look  for  the  entire  Balkan  region. 

“If  this  war  is  not  contained,  it  will 
erupt  across  all  the  Balkan  area  and  in¬ 
volve  everyone — Bulgarians,  Greeks, 
Turks,  everyone,”  he  asserted. 

Dr.  Keys  predicted  that  the  U.S. 
will  deploy  troops  in  the  Balkan  re¬ 
gion  within  the  next  six  months. 
The  only  issue  for  U.S.  leaders,  he 
said,  will  be  what  kind  of  military 
intervention  to  pursue. 

“I’m  not  sure  I  see  much  hope 
there,”  he  added  soberly.  “Maybe 


the  lesson  from  the  region  is  that 
there’s  no  real  human  progress." 

Despite  grim  political  realities, 
Dr.  Keys  advises  local  congrega¬ 
tions  to  continue  helping  refugees. 
They  can: 

•  Send  donations  to  UMCOR 
Advance  Special  No.  982450-8  for 
Bosnia-Herzegovina  relief; 

•Collect  goods  such  as  clothes 
and  blankets  to  send  to  refugees; 

•  Urge  President  Clinton  and  the 
U.S.  Congress  to  bring  about  a 
peaceful  resolution  of  the  war; 

•  Pray  for  peace  and  healing. 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God's  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
u)>on  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on. ..at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  It's  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you're  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY. 

Ah  asbury 

Theological 
11  ’  SEMINARY 

204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 

Wilmore,  KY  40390-1199 
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At  this  church,  kids  'do  theology' 


Each  week ,  300  children  attend  five  hour-long  church  school  sessions 


By  PAUL  CATAFAGO 
Religious  News  Service 

“We  expect  our  children  to  do 
theology  and  not  to  mimic  faith,” 
says  the  Rev.  Lynn  Westfield. 

A  United  Methodist,  Ms.  West- 
field  is  minister  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  for  New  York  City’s  Riverside 
Church,  an  interdenominational 
church  in  Manhattan. 

She  has  developed  a  curriculum 
that  she  hopes  will  serve  as  a  model 
for  Protestant  churches  across  the 
country. 

As  opposed  to  most  religious  edu¬ 
cation  programs  which  run  45  min¬ 
utes  to  an  hour  and  a  half,  the 
Riverside  church  school  begins  at 
9:30  and  ends  at  1:30.  The  program 
recruits  seminary  students  and  par¬ 


ents  to  teach. 

For  years  the  school  has  stressed 
the  importance  of  interactive  learn¬ 
ing.  For  example,  after  reading  a 
biblical  text,  children  may  make 
puppets  based  on  the  story  that 
they’ve  read. 

Kids  make  materials 

“The  children  make  their  own 
materials  for  learning,”  said  Ms. 
Westfield.  “Reflection  happens  in 
your  feet,  hands  and  body." 

The  curriculum,  written  and  tai¬ 
lored  for  different  grade  levels  by 
Ms.  Westfield  and  her  assistants,  is 
based  on  a  three-year  cycle. 

The  first  year  is  dedicated  to  the 
Hebrew  Scriptures,  the  second  to 
the  New  Testament  with  a  focus  on 
the  life  of  Jesus,  and  the  third  year 


is  devoted  to  church  history. 

With  300  students,  ranging  in 
grades  from  kindergarten  to  the 
12th  grade,  the  Riverside  church 
school  is  the  envy  of  many  religious 
education  programs  where  enroll¬ 
ment  is  down.  Still,  the  program  has 
not  escaped  economic  problems 
that  are  facing  Protestant  churches 
everywhere  in  the  1990s. 

'Can  we  afford  it?' 

“We  are  asking  ourselves  if  we 
can  afford  to  maintain  this  type  of 
program,”  Ms.  Westfield  said. 
“One  of  the  reasons  other  churches 
haven’t  implemented  similar  pro¬ 
grams  is  because  it  is  very  costly.” 

The  program  began  about  six  years 
ago  out  of  necessity,  she  said,  because 
Riverside  needed  a  curriculum  to 


meet  the  needs  of  everyone — ethnic 
minorities,  gays  and  lesbians,  hetero- 
4  sexuals,  “religious  refugees,”  funda¬ 
mentalists  and  liberals. 

Ms.  Westfield  credits  two  profes¬ 
sors,  Charles  Foster  and  Robert  O. 
Gorman,  at  Scarritt  Graduate  School 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  masters  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  with  influencing  her  thinking 
concerning  inclusive  education. 

“We  have  religious  refugees  who 
come  to  our  program,”  she  said. 

“We  educate  people  against  ho¬ 
mophobia,  against  racism,  against 
ageism,  classism,  and  sexism,”  said 
Ms.  Westfield,  adding  that  the  pro¬ 
gram  stresses  “religious  imagina¬ 
tion  and  critical  thinking”  rather 
than  a  “dogmatic  framework.” 

own  horn 


This  growing  church  really  toots  its 


Their  neighbors  in  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  are  hearing  from  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church — in  more  ways 
than  one. 

Last  fall  youths  at  the  church 
were  wondering  how  to  get  more 
students  from  the  local  college  to  at¬ 
tend  church. 

They  decided,  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  Ernie  Post,  St.  Paul’s 
youth  minister,  to  form  a  small  band 
and  hold  a  more  contemporary  ser¬ 
vice  which  they  thought  would  at¬ 
tract  more  young  people. 

They  targeted  February  1993  as 
the  date  for  the  first  such  service. 

Last  September  the  small  musical 
group  began  practice. 

Soon  the  band  had  grown  to  a  25- 
piece  music  machine  with  six  sing¬ 
ers  and  1 9  instrumentalists  playing 
trombones,  saxophones,  trumpets, 
electric  guitars,  a  synthesizer  and 
drums. 

By  the  end  of  January,  residents 


of  Elizabethtown  were  asking  each 
other  if  they’d  “heard  from  St. 


Paul’s  yet.” 

A  group  of  121  adult  and  youth 
volunteers  was  telephoning  everyone 
in  town,  extending  invitations  to  at¬ 
tend  the  new  service.  They  called  ev¬ 
ery  evening  except  Saturday. 

Before  the  ringing  ended,  they’d 
made  13,000  calls,  and  2,380  peo¬ 
ple  asked  to  be  added  to  the 
church’s  mailing  list. 

More  than  400  people  showed  up 
for  the  first  “gospel  rock”  service 
Feb.  7. 

Built  around  contemporary 
“praise  music,”  St.  Paul’s  band, 
named  “Cornerstone,”  apparently 
appeals  to  young  and  old  alike. 

Because  many  participants  are 
“unchurched,”  band  leaders  decid¬ 
ed  to  hold  the  program  in  the 
“Friendship  Room”  rather  than  in 
the  sanctuary.  The  room  was  updat¬ 
ed  with  bright  colors  and  design. 

This  way,  said  Mr.  Post,  people 
who  are  not  familiar  with  the  struc- 


ture  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  not  feel  uncomfortable. 

“Music  really  drives  the  service, 
with  the  flow  of  worship  continuing 
from  one  song  to  the  next,”  Mr. 
Post  said. 

“We  are  continuing  to  expand. 
Lighting  will  be  added  soon,  and  we 
are  also  planning  to  set  up  the  stage 
so  that  the  drums  are  on  a  higher 
platform  than  the  rest  of  the  band. 

"Everyone  is  excited.  We  have  all 
ages  of  people  involved  because  this 
is  something  they  want  to  see  their 
children  or  grandchildren  get  in¬ 
volved  in.  It’s  something  they  be¬ 
lieve  in.” 

St.  Paul  UMC  has  about  1,300 
members.  Prior  to  the  new  service, 
worship  attendance  averaged  650; 
now  it  tops  1 ,000  weekly. 

This  story  was  adapted  from  a  re¬ 
port  in  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 


Book  pays  tribute  to  Native  American  forbears 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  year  and  a  half  ago,  after 
Joseph  Iron  Eye  Dudley  had  fin¬ 
ished  a  book  about  life  with  his 
grandparents  on  the  Yankton  Sioux 
Reservation,  he  returned  to  their 
home  in  South  Dakota. 

The  house,  long  on  the  verge  of 
collapse,  had  vanished.  But  on  the 
ground,  Mr.  Dudley  found  a  double 
doorknob  plate — complete  with 
keyhole — and  picked  it  up.  Later, 
as  he  drove  back  to  North  Carolina, 
he  decided  the  doorknobs  were  a 
fitting  souvenir. 

“A  lot  of  what  happened  in  that 
house  has  opened  doors  for  me,”  he 
explained. 

Mr.  Dudley,  a  United  Methodist, 
pays  tribute  to  the  loving,  spiritual 
guidance  of  his  grandparents, 
William  and  Bessie  Bourissau,  in 
his  book,  “Choteau  Creek:  A  Sioux 
Reminiscence.” 

At  a  Feb.  25  ceremony  in  New 
York,  he  received  a  1993  Christo¬ 
pher  Award  for  his  work.  The 
awards  recognize  artistic  excellence 


in  books,  films  and  television  spe¬ 
cials  “affirming  the  highest  values 
of  the  human  spirit.” 

Along  with  a  steady  supply  of 
firewood,  his  grandparents’  human 
spirit  warmed  the  small,  simple 
house  near  Choteau  Creek. 

“There  was  a  time  when  I  re¬ 
ferred  to  their  home,  that  little 
brown  house  where  I  was  raised,  as 
out  in  the  middle  of  nowhere,”  Mr. 
Dudley  writes  in  the  preface.  “Yet 
that  is  where  I  learned  the  social, 
cultural  and  spiritual  values  that 
have  stayed  with  me  everywhere  I 
have  been.” 

“Everywhere"  is  now  the  South, 
where  he  is  pursuing  a  doctorate  in 
child  development  and  family  rela¬ 
tions  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Greensboro. 

He  has  been  active  in  Native 
American  ministries  through  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Greensboro  and,  on  March  19,  re¬ 
ceived  a  distinguished  service 
award  from  the  United  Tribes  of 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Dudley  was  3  when  he  came 
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under  his  grandparents’  care  in 
1 943.  Although  his  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  eventually  returned  to  live  with 
one  of  their  divorced  parents,  he 
basically  remained  with  them — by 
choice — until  he  joined  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  in  1957. 

Grandma,  a  full-blooded  Sioux, 
was  a  kind  woman  who  helped 
clean  the  Episcopal  mission  church, 
read  often  from  the  Bible  and  be¬ 
lieved  that  because  God  created  ev¬ 
erything,  even  animals  and  trees 
were  relatives,  Mr.  Dudley  said. 

Grandpa,  half-Chippewa  and 
half-French,  would  get  up  early  to 
stoke  the  fires  and  bring  Grandma  a 
fresh  cup  of  coffee  in  bed.  Together, 
they  worked  hard,  sometimes  giving 
away  vegetables,  eggs,  chickens  and 
other  fruits  of  their  labor. 

“They  shared  because  they  were 
thankful  and  they  gave  because  God 
gave  to  them,”  their  grandson 
writes. 

Mr.  Dudley’s  grandmother  urged 


him  to  accept  the  responsibility  of 
his  relationship  with  God.  He  felt 
an  early  call  to  the  ministry  and 
served  his  first  church  at  16.  After 
an  eight-year  stint  in  the  Air  Force, 
he  decided  to  become  a  pastor. 

Rebuffed  by  an  Episcopal  bishop 
uninterested  in  ordaining  Native 
Americans,  he  turned  to  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  was  or¬ 
dained  in  1970. 

Eighteen  years  later,  nearing  a 
turning  point  in  his  own  life,  Mr. 
Dudley  was  encouraged  to  write 
about  his  grandmother  and  grandfa¬ 
ther,  who  had  died  in  1958  and 
1961,  respectively.  He  liked  the 
idea  of  sharing  their  stories  with  his 
children,  grandchildren  and  others. 

“My  grandparents  were  such  tre¬ 
mendous  and  wonderful  people.  I 
wanted  the  world  to  know  about 
people  like  them,”  he  says. 

“It’s  a  story  of  about  80  percent 
of  the  people  who  live  on  reserva¬ 
tions." 

Ms.  Bloom  is  director  of  the  New 
York  office  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


Abuse  can  go  two  ways 

Dear  Deborah:  - 


I  read  your  column  about  the 
abusive  husband  who  wants  anoth¬ 
er  chance.  You  said  he  should  make 
changes. 

What  about  his  wife?  Did  he  say 
what  she  did  to  bring  on  the  assault? 

Rule  1:  Alcohol  and  anger  or  hurt 
equal  explosion.  There  could  be  an 
explosion  without  alcohol,  but  alco¬ 
hol  makes  it  more  likely.  She  could 
have  said  or  done  something  that 
got  it  started. 

I  never  beat  up  on  my  wife  but 
sometimes  I  was  verbally  abusive. 
My  wife  had  a  smart  mouth  some¬ 
times  and  was  physically  abusive  to 
our  children.  Once  she  left  for  three 
days,  then  wanted  me  to  take  her 
back.  NO  way!  Would  you? 

So  abuse,  one  way  or  another, 
goes  on  both  sides.  Don’t  be  so  bi¬ 
ased  for  the  woman. 

One  who  has  been  down  that 
road. 

Ronald 

Dear  Ronald: 

I  couldn't  print  all  of  your  very 
long  letter,  but  you  make  a  good 
point  that  abuse  isn  7  all  one-sided. 

No  one  should  submit  to  abuse. 
The  first  duly  in  any  abusive  situa¬ 
tion  is  always  to  protect  the  victim, 


Dear  Deborah 

especially  a  child.  Sometimes  that 
requires  the  intervention  of  the  po¬ 
lice  or  child  protective  services. 

Unfortunately,  we  live  in  a  society 
in  which  aggression  is  accepted. 
That  has  to  change,  and  Christians 
have  the  perfect  tools  to  help  bring 
about  such  change. 

First,  we  can  set  an  example  by 
treating  others — inside  and  outside 
our  families — as  we'd  like  to  be 
treated  (the  Golden  Rule). 

Second,  we  can  fulfill  what  the 
Apostle  Paul  called  our  "ministry  of 
reconciliation. "  This  means  that  we 
must  help  people  become  reconciled 
to  God  through  Christ.  Then  they 
will  be  able  to  forgive  one  another 
for  past  hurts  and  better  able  to 
avoid  abuse  through  self-control — 
one  of  the  "fruits  of  the  spirit. " 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Wesley's  Lenten  hymn 
an  eloquent  meditation 


O  Love  divine,  what  hast  thou 
done! 

The  immortal  God  hath  died  for 
me! 

The  Father’s  co-eternal  Son 
Bore  all  my  sins  upon  the  tree. 
Th’immortal  God  for  me  hath 
died: 

My  Lord,  my  Love,  is  crucified! 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

Charles  Wesley’s  Passiontide 
hymn  first  appeared  in  a  collec¬ 
tion  prepared  by  John  Wesley  in 
1742,  entitled  “Hymns  and  Sa¬ 
cred  Poems.”  There  it  was  titled 
“Desiring  to  Love.” 

While  the  hymn  appeared 
within  a  section  titled  “Describ¬ 
ing  the  Goodness  of  God”  in 
John  Wesley's  1780  collection, 
the  focus  of  the  hymn  is  still  the 
cross. 

Here  Charles  Wesley  expresses 
his  gratitude  for  Calvary  and  for 
what  it  provides  for  mankind. 
Here  is  a  thoughtful  meditation 
on  the  cross,  a  theme  that  perme¬ 
ates  many  Wesleyan  hymns. 


History 
of  Hymns 

The  fourth  stanza,  usually 
omitted,  is: 

Then  let  us  sit  beneath  his  cross. 
And  gladly  catch  the  healing 
stream. 

All  things  for  him  account  but 
loss. 

And  give  up  all  our  hearts  to  him: 
Of  nothing  think  or  speak  beside. 
My  Lord,  my  Love,  is  crucified. 

The  refrain  “My  Lord,  my 
Love,  is  crucified"  which  con¬ 
cludes  each  stanza  is  often  re¬ 
peated  in  Christian  song.  It 
seems  to  have  originated  with  Ig¬ 
natius  of  Antioch,  a  church  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  Second  Century. 

Arrested  in  Antioch  and  taken 
to  Rome,  Ignatius  wrote  seven 
letters  to  seven  churches  on  the 
journey.  The  refrain  line  was  in 
his  letter  to  the  church  at  Rome. 


Gourmet  says  'offer  food,  fellowship' 

At  right,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith,  better  known  as  television's  popu¬ 
lar  "Frugal  Gourmet,"  embraces  his  former  professor,  the  Rev. 
David  Randolph.  Mr.  Smith  met  Dr.  Randolph  in  the  1960s  as  a 
student  at  Drew  University.  Mr.  Smith  was  speaking  at  New 
York's  Babylon  United  Methodist  church  where  he  urged  local 
churches  and  community  groups  to  become  more  active  in 
feeding  the  hungry.  "Offer  them  fellowship  as  well  as  food," 
he  said.  The  TV  personality  and  author  of  several  best-selling 
cookbooks  spoke  on  the  Babylon  church's  Writer's  Day,  a  day 
of  celebration  and  prayer  for  writers.  The  "day"  was  founded 
a  year  ago  by  author  Kurt  Vonnegut  and  Dr.  Randolph,  pastor 
of  the  church. 


TV  series  focuses  on 
recovery  for  addiction 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

One  of  the  most  popular  pro¬ 
grams  on  the  Vision  Interfaith  Sat¬ 
ellite  Network  is  probably 
“Recovery  Line.” 

As  soon  as  this  live,  phone-in 
show  begins,  the  switchboard  lights 
up.  The  telephone  company  reports 
that  as  many  as  200  more  people  try 
to  call  each  week  than  can  be  heard 
within  an  hour. 

Produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  “Recovery  Line” 
focuses  on  recovery  from  the  im¬ 
pact  of  addiction  on  our  lives. 

Like  12-Step  groups  (such  as  Al¬ 
coholics  Anonymous),  “Recovery 
Line”  deals  with  spiritual  growth  as 
well  as  treatment  of  disease. 

Host  Elaine  Ganick  is  joined  by 
Bill  Anderson,  a  clinical  psycholo¬ 
gist  and  nationally-certified  addic¬ 
tion  counselor.  Each  week  they 
usually  bring  in  an  additional  ex¬ 
pert  on  some  particular  aspect  of 
addiction  and  recovery. 

One  recent  episode  dealt  with  ob¬ 
sessive  eating. 

The  guest  expert  was  Martin  Ka- 
tahn,  author  of  “One  Meal  at  a 
Time.”  He  offered  some  sensible — 
and  surprising — advice  for  over- 
eaters. 

Dr.  Katahn,  for  example,  is 
against  dieting,  saying  that  it  only 
trains  your  body  to  retain  weight  as 
less  food  is  consumed. 

A  “former  fat  man,”  Dr.  Katahn 
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urges  people  to  leant  to  eat  in  a 
more  healthy  way,  once  and  for  all, 
rather  than  going  on  a  crash  diet. 

He  points  out,  too,  that  drinking 
is  closely  related  to  obesity  and  that 
hardly  anyone  can  take  weight  off — 
and  keep  it  off — without  getting 
more  exercise. 

Dr.  Katahn  emphasizes  that  with 
any  serious  eating  problem,  whether 
anorexia  or  obesity,  it  is  important 
to  work  with  a  team  of  profession¬ 
als — both  a  physical  therapist  and  a 
psychologist,  for  example. 

He  also  insists  that  there  is  a  spir¬ 
itual  dimension  to  recovery,  that  we 
need  to  commit  our  lives  to  a  pur¬ 
pose  beyond  ourselves. 

Ms.  Ganick,  and  Drs.  Anderson 
and  Katahn  radiated  hope  and 
warmth  as  they  fielded  diverse 
questions  from  across  the  nation. 

As  the  growth  of  1 2-Step  support 
groups  outstrips  that  of  the  church, 
Christians  could  stand  to  learn 
something  from  the  folks  who  are 
meeting  in  our  basements  about 
how  to  embody  the  Good  News. 

Phone-in  programs,  of  course,  are 
inevitably  of  uneven  quality,  since 
the  hosts  are  dependent  on  callers  to 
provide  good  material  to  work  with. 

The  recent  “Recovery  Line” 
which  dealt  with  sex  addiction,  for 
example,  was  not  nearly  as  good  as 
the  one  on  obsessive  eating. 


UM's  idea  brings  supplies 
to  thousands  world-wide 


By  TRICIA  SCHUG 

SEATTLE — Daniel  North  knew 
a  good  idea  when  he  saw  it.  And 
now  his  plan  brings  relief  to  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  all  over  the  world. 

A  Boeing  employee  in  Seattle, 
Mr.  North  had  for  13  years  watched 
shiny  new  jets  fly  out  to  airline 
companies  that  order  them.  What 
bothered  him  was  that  these  planes 
were  empty. 

Couldn’t  they  be  filled  with  sup¬ 
plies  or  medicines  for  people  who 
need  them?  Sure  enough,  he  discov¬ 
ered,  they  can. 

Mr.  North,  who  is  also  director  of 
music  at  Haller  Lake  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  put  together  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  Boeing  officials  last 
August,  and  they  bought  it. 

Now  he  works  full-time  as  liaison 
between  relief  agencies  and  airline 
companies,  arranging  charity  ship¬ 
ments  to  people  around  the  globe. 

Each  month  he  contacts  various 
agencies  to  arrange  for  their  using 
the  plane's  delivery  to  ship  their  re¬ 
lief  cargo  overseas.  If  airlines  are 
agreeable — and  most  are — relief 
supplies  are  loaded  on  board  and 
the  planes  take  off. 

Since  October,  Mr.  North  has 
sent  supplies  to  such  places  as  So¬ 
malia,  Southeast  Asia,  Ethiopia  and 
Russia. 

Goods  are  shipped  free,  although 
the  agencies  pay  for  transporting 
material  to  Boeing  headquarters  in 
Seattle  and  from  the  destination 
point  in  various  countries  receiving 


the  new  planes. 

“It’s  very  rewarding  knowing  that 
what  I  do  actually  makes  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  people’s  lives.  Knowing  that 
children  in  Romania  have  warm 
coats  to  wear,  or  that  hospitals  in 
Albania  have  better  equipment, 
really  means  a  lot  to  me,”  Mr. 
North  said. 

.“Most  people  who  feel  strongly 
about  helping  a  relief  agency  usually 
quit  their  jobs  to  go  to  work  for  the 
organizations,  but  I  can  get  the 
benefits  from  both,  staying  in  my 
job  and  helping  people.  It’s  really 
most  humbling,”  he  added. 

Ms.  Schug  of  Seattle  is  director  of 
communications  for  the  United 
Methodist  Pacific  Northwest  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 


Safety 

In  my  anger 

over  her  death, 

my  frustration  in 

the  chaos  of  ordinary  affairs, 

my  dismay 

at  my  incapacities 

despair  would  have 

conquered  faith 

except  that  faith  is 

that  light  which, 

shining  in  the  darkness, 

cannot  be  put  out 

by  any  darkness, 

the  aforementioned  included. 

—POLLY ANNA  SEDZIOL 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  26,  1993 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH  LOUISIANA  AREA 


YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  SUNDAY  -  APRIL  25 


I.  History/Philosophy 

Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  money  “raised  by  youth,  distributed  by 
youth,  to  projects  which  benefit  youth.” 

—  it  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth  “Reach  out  to  service  beyond  the  local 
church”  and  make  an  impact  upon  projects 

—  together  we  can  do  things  which  we  could  not  do  individually 


Youth  Service  Fund 

1992  Contributions 

Total:  $8,110.05 

ACADIANA  . $  427.00 

Westlake 

Abbeville 

District 

Clanton  Chapel 

First,  Franklin 

MONROE . $  687.39 

First,  Houma 

First  Bastrop 

Asbury,  Lafayette 

Crowville 

First,  Lafayette 

First,  Monroe 

Louisiana  Memorial 

First,  Sicily  Island 

First,  Thibodaux 

First,  West  Monroe 

Vacherie 

District 

ALEXANDRIA . $1,640.97 

NEW  ORLEANS . $  444.47 

Horseshoe  Drive 

St.  Charles 

Wilton 

Gretna 

Sieper 

Spanish  Ministries 

Emmanuel 

Lutcher 

Nolley  Memorial 

St.  Landry 

Belah 

Munholland 

Oak  Grove 

St.  Matthews 

Asbury 

Cornerstone 

First,  Natchitoches 

Felicity 

First,  Pineville 

Haven 

St.  Mark’s 

LaHarpe 

First,  Winnfield 

Thompson 

District 

Mt.  Zion 

Peck 

BATON  ROUGE .  $1,589.82 

St.  Luke’s 

First,  Baker 

Blackwater 

NORTH  SHORE . $  403.49 

Broadmoor 

Amite 

Camphor 

Independence 

First,  Baton  Rouge 

Elizabeth  Sullivan 

Evangeline 

First,  Denham  Springs 

Francis  Asbury 

Roberts 

Ingleside 

St.  Luke 

Jefferson 

Centenary 

Magnolia 

Mt.  Hermon 

St.  Mark 

First,  Slidell 

Wesley 

Hartzell 

Zachary 

Walker 

Beech  Grove 

Clinton 

RUSTON .  $  538.54 

Clear  Creek 

Farmerville 

Mt.  Zion 

First,  Minden 

St.  James 

Mt.  Zion 

Meadows  Chapel 

Wesley  Chapel 

Scott  Chapel 

Grace 

St.  Francisville 

Trinity 

Slaughter 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Bluff  Creek 

District 

District 

SHREVEPORT  . $  900.11 

LAKE  CHARLES . $  780.94 

Hosston 

Church  Point 

Bethel 

Iota 

Wesley 

Maxie 

Plain  Dealing 

First,  Crowley 

First,  Bossier  City 

First,  DeRidder 

Lakeview 

Eunice 

St.  James 

Ville  Platte 

St.  Lukes 

AA  Bernard  Memorial 

St.  Paul 

Oak  Park 

Summer  Grove 

St.  Luke-Simpson 

University 

OTHER  .  $  697.32 

First,  Leesville 

Sr.  High  Retreat 

Oakdale 

DCYM  Training 

Pine  Prairie 

Fall  Convo 

Branch 

Jr.  High  Retreat 

Henning  Memorial 

1993  NYMO  Youth  Service 
Fund  Projects 

The  United  Methodist  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization  (NYMO) 
is  sponsoring  21  youth  ministry  projects  around  the  world.  Although  there 
was  an  increase  in  giving  last  year,  many  needy  projects  had  to  be  denied 
funding  because  of  insufficient  money. 

LOUISIANA  PROJECT  ONE  OF  TWENTY  ONE  SELECTED 
MEETSE:  Community  Youth  Alternative 
Dulac,  Louisiana 

Recreation,  tutoring,  special  events,  opportunities  to  explore  important 
life  issues,  and  leadership  development  for  youth  in  this  isolated  and  de¬ 
prived  area. 


This  day  has  been  set  aside  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  so  youth  can  share  the  meaning  of  Youth 
Service  Fund  with  their  church  congregations. 

II.  Process 

A.  Money  is  raised  at  the  local  church  or  district  level 

B.  Money  is  sent  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

C.  30%  of  money  is  sent  to  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
(committee  of  youth  and  adults  determine  how  money  will  be  distribut¬ 
ed) 

D.  70%  of  money  stays  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 

1 .  up  to  30%  of  money  may  be  used  for  administration 

2.  at  least  30%  of  money  is  distributed  to  projects  in  conference 

3.  at  least  30%  of  money  is  distributed  to  projects  outside  the  conference 


Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition 


If  you  would  like  to  honor  someone  in  a  special  way  why  not  consid¬ 
er  giving  a  gift  for  the  mission  for  the  church  in  the  form  of  “A  Youth 
Service  Fund  Recognition."  Send  your  contribution  of  $20  or  more  to 
Carolyn  Dove,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Please 
make  your  check  payable  to  the  Lousiana  Annual  Conference.  A  certif¬ 
icate  of  recognition  will  be  sent  to  the  honoree.  Example  below. 


A  YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  RECOGNITION 


has  been  awarded  to 


by  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 


A  gift  for  the  mission  of  the  church  has  been 
forwarded  to 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Youth  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist  Church 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 

Date 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 

Youth  Service  Fund 


III.  Resources  &  Ideas  for  YSF  Sunday 

A.  Share  The  Dream:  YSF  Manual  —  order  from  Discipleship 

B.  Youth  Service  Fund:  Share  the  Dream  Brochure  —  order  from  Disci¬ 
pleship 

C.  Skits  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

D.  Songs  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

E.  “The  Wizard  of  YSF”  —  Play  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  office 

F.  “Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Youth  Group”  —  request  from  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  office 

G.  “The  Life  and  Loves  of  a  Coke  Machine”  —  request  from  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  office 

H.  “Parable  for  YSF’  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

I.  Fundraising  Ideas  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 


1993  YOUTH  SERVICE 
FUND  PROJECTS 


In  Conference 


THE  HAPPENING 

The  Happening  is  a  program  designed  to  meet  the  spiritual  needs 
of  youth,  to  provide  an  example  of  an  ideal  Christian  community  and 
to  provide  the  opportunity  for  youth  to  be  leaders  in  the  Methodist 
church. 


CONFERENCE  CENTER 

The  place  where  a  large  number  of  youth  can  gather  for  retreats 
and  training.  The  location,  in  the  middle  of  the  state,  will  make  acces¬ 
sibility  easy. 


Out  of  Conference 


APPALACHIA  SERVICE  PROJECT: 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  Metairie 

This  project  works  to  alleviate  the  consequences  of  poverty  through 
home  repair  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee.  It  brings  together  teams  of 
high  school  youth  from  around  the  country  to  serve  and  learn  togeth¬ 
er  while  working  on  the  homes  of  the  local  people. 


CASA  DEL  REY:  First  UMC,  Crowley 

This  children’s  home  was  organized  for  abandoned,  abused,  ne¬ 
glected  and  orphaned  children.  The  work  teams  provide  the  labor 
necessary  to  build  fences,  chicken  coops,  pour  concrete,  etc.  while 
sharing  Christ’s  love  with  the  children. 


CONFRONTATION  POINT  MINISTRIES: 

Confrontation  Point  Ministries  offers  three  areas  of  missions  op¬ 
portunities  for  youth  groups.  The  target  population  of  the  ministries 
focus  is  the  people  of  the  Cumberland  mountain  region.  Daycamps 
and  adventure  camps  are  offered  for  the  Cumberland  people. 


FOUR  CORNERS  NATIVE  AMERICAN 
RESERVATION:  Bellevue  UMC,  Nashville, 

This  is  a  work  project  designed  to  help  the  residents  and  enable  the 
youth  the  opportunity  to  experience  the  Native  American  culture. 


GIVE  KIDS  THE  WORLD: 

E.S.M.  UMC,  Bogalusa 

This  project  fulfills  the  last  wish  of  terminally  ill  children  and  their 
families.  The  youth  volunteers  staff  the  Kids  Village  and  complete  on 
site  repairs. 

YOUTH  FORCE  —  LABOR  OF  LOVE: 

First  UMC,  Yukon,  Oklahoma 

Youth  Force  is  a  low  cost,  hands  on,  inner-city  mission  project. 
Projects  include  scraping,  painting,  roof  repair,  reconstruction  of 
porches,  plumbing  and  yardcare  to  the  inner-city  of  Oklahoma  City. 
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Center 


The 

Excitement 
Is  Building 


How  incredibly  exciting  it  is  to  know  that  in  the  history  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodism  we  have  initiated  the  building  of  our  own  Confer¬ 
ence  Center!  The  cornerstone  is  now  being  laid  for  countless  genera¬ 
tions  to  gather  together  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

I  Building  our  Conference  Center  will  benefit  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odists  of  all  ages.  Our  center  will  be  a  gathering  place  for  worship, 
spiritual  renewal,  quiet  time,  building  of  friendships,  planning  and 
meetings,  reunion  of  loved  ones  and  fellowship.  These  “mountaintop 
experiences”  will  feed  the  spiritual  hunger  present  in  our  lives.  We  all 
need  this  center! 

Our  Louisiana  Conference  Center  will  soon 
become  a  special  part  of  our  lives  and  those  of 
the  many  generations  to  come.  Let  us  all  pray 
that  as  we  continue  to  build  our  dream  we  will 
hold  to  our  commitments  and  to  each  other  in 
Christian  unity.  How  exciting  it  is  that  our 
Conference  Center  will  be  the  place  where 
“sometimes  you  want  to  go  where  everybody 
knows  your  name  and  they’re  always  glad  you 
came.” 

Christ  above  all, 

Lori  Bridges 

Experts  tell  how  to  make  your 
stewardship  strategies  sizzle 

How  do  you  inspire  increased 
giving  in  a  tight  economy? 

The  preacher  is  talking  about 
money  again  but  this  time,  howev¬ 
er,  his  stewardship  sermon  has  siz¬ 
zle. 

There’s  money  out  there  just 
waiting  to  be  had.  How  can  we 
write  those  grants  to  get  some  of  it? 

A  fund-raiser  workshop  speaker 
will  even  tell  how  to  make  raising 
money  fun. 

All  this  and  more  is  being  offered 
at  Mount  Sequoyah  April  25-27  in  a 
seminar  titled,  “Put  Sizzle  Into 
Your  Stewardship  Campaign.” 

In  addition  to  other  outstanding 
speakers,  like  Dr.  Mouzon  Biggs  Jr. 
of  Tulsa,  our  own  Dr.  Kenneth  R. 

Reed,  Dr.  James  Caraway,  Dr.  L. 

Ray  Branton  and  the  Rev.  August 
Aamodt  will  participate. 

Reed  will  ask  participants  to 
“take  a  fresh  look  at  what  the  Bible 


teaches  about  stewardship,  and  how 
to  preach  about  tithing  and  giving.” 
He  will  present  a  theology  of  stew¬ 
ardship. 

Caraway  is  to  talk  about  wills, 
grants,  estate  planning,  life  income 
gifts  and  about  how  to  organize  a 
local  church  endowment  committee 
and  to  promote  planned  giving. 
Biggs  and  Branton  will  be  devotion¬ 
al  leaders. 

Aamodt  will  lead  sessions  in 
grant  writing  and  diverse  ways  to 
produce  new  income  for  church 
projects. 

Anyone  relating  to  finances  in 
churches  and  foundations  or  agen¬ 
cies  will  benefit  from  this  42-hour 
seminar,  Reed  said. 

For  registration  information  call 
or  write  Mount  Sequoyah,  150 
N.W.  Skyline  Dr.,  Fayetteville,  AR 
72701. 


Around  the  Conference 


Members  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  of  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
whose  president  is  Verlous  J. 
French,  will  sponsor  a  venture  be¬ 
yond  the  local  church.  The  project 
is  to  be  called,  “Meals  for  Mil¬ 
lions,”  and  is  commonly  known  as 
“The  Potato  Project,”  sponsored 
nationally  by  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew.  The  UMM  has  pledged  a 
minimum  of  10,000  servings  of  po¬ 
tatoes  for  hungry  persons. 

*  *  * 

In  Morgan  City  where  people  are 
still  busy  with  Hurricane  Andrew 
disaster  relief,  they  are  pausing  each 
Wednesday  during  Lent  for  a  mid¬ 
day  devotional  and  brown  bag 
lunch  at  Pharr  Chapel  UMC.  The 
Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  pastor,  invites 
persons  visiting  or  in  the  area  to 
help  with  storm  relief  to  join  with 
the  congregation  for  the  lunch/de- 
votionals  from  12:15  to  12:50  p.m. 

*  *  * 

New  Orleans  District,  United 
Methodist  Men,  is  inviting  the 
UMM  of  their  own  district  as  well 
as  North  Shore  and  Baton  Rouge 
districts  to  join  them  for  a  bus  ride 
to  the  International  Congress  ’93 
UMM.  The  event  will  be  held  July 
16-18  at  Purdue  University  in  West 
Lafayette,  Indiana.  Theme  is  “A 
Man  Sent  from  God.”  Deadline  for 
registering  is  May  30.  Interested 
men  should  contact:  John  W.  Davis 


Jr.,  6034  Campus  Blvd,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  LA  70126  (504)  282-8009,  or 
Herbert  W.  Marks,  5515  Pepsi  St., 
Harahan,  LA  70123. 


A  benefit  for  Peoples  Methodist 
Community  Center,  in  New  Orleans 
will  be  held  in  Napoleon  Avenue 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  at  7  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  April  24.  The  benefit 
sponsored  by  the  Ruth  B.  Carter 
Auxiliary  will  feature  the  Dillard 
University  Concert  Choir  directed 
by  Carver  J.  Davenport,  associate 
professor  of  music.  Peoples  is  a  70- 
year  old  Louisiana  Conference  in¬ 
stitution  that  continues  to  serve  the 
needs  of  their  community  with  af¬ 
fordable  child  care  and  early  child¬ 
hood  development. 

To  purchase  tickets,  priced  at  $5 
per  person,  or  to  make  donations, 
call:  Irene  Reed,  auxiliary  president, 
(504)  899-9593;  Ariemean  Robin¬ 
son,  (504)  943-2644,  or  Laura  J. 
Goods,  (504)  897-3779. 

*  *  * 

LOGOS,  children’s  youth  fellow¬ 
ship,  is  planned  for  each  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  during  the  school  year 
at  Genesis  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  the 
Rev.  Mary  Baugh,  pastor,  reports. 
Family  style  meals  will  be  served  at 
6  p.m.  and  the  program  will  begin 
at  6:30  p.m.  The  latter  will  include 


The  architectural  drawing,  ABOVE,  shows  the  multi-purpose  building  of  the  Conference  Center  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Church  to  be  built  near  Woodworth. 


Missionary  teaches  in  exotic  places 


Peace  with  Justice 
educator  in  state 

(Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Carol  Walker  is 
itinerating  in  Louisiana  Conference 
for  the  next  nine  months  as  a  Peace 
With  Justice  educator.  She  is  available 
to  speak  to  local  church  groups,  dis¬ 
tricts,  public  schools  and  other  gather¬ 
ings.  Her  mission  is  to  educate  about 
and  promote  the  church's  call  to 
peace  with  justice  for  all  people.  Call 
Dr.  Hilda  Arndt,  (S04)  344-0421  to 
schedule  talks  by  Dr.  Walker). 

Dr.  Carol  Walker  was  in  China 
when  the  Tiananmen  Square  crisis 
occurred  and  foreigners  were 
asked  to  leave.  She  was  in  Leba¬ 
non  in  1976  when  civil  war  broke 
out  and  English-speaking  teachers 
were  in  danger  of  being  caught  in 
the  crossfire  between  warring  fac¬ 
tions.  When  the  Sandinistas  were 
in  power  she  daringly  drove  a 
truck  load  of  medical  supplies  to 
Nicaragua  as  part  of  a  humanitar¬ 
ian  convoy. 

In  Lebanon,  where  she  taught 
teachers  at  the  University  of  Ber- 
uit  and  her  husband  was  chaplain, 
the  American  Embassy  asked  her 
to  stay  after  the  fighting  broke  out 
to  distribute  medicine  contributed 
by  the  United  States  Government. 
She  did.  The  medical  supplies 
were  hauled  from  the  airport  with 
tank  escorts.  Their  four  children 
had  been  sent  home. 

Being  a  teacher  does  not  always 
afford  her  a  peaceful,  serene 
lifestyle  but  it  is  a  rewarding  one. 


Dr.  Carol  Walker  with  Lu  Jian, 
a  rural  middle  school  teacher 
from  Jiangsu  Province  in  China. 

As  a  United  Methodist  teaching 
missionary  who  has  served  in  the 
world’s  hot  spots,  she  has  person¬ 
ally  worked  to  promote  Peace 
With  Justice.  This  is  the  subject 
she  is  talking  about  in  churches  all 
over  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
She  arrived  in  Louisiana  recently 
and  will  be  here  until  December. 

China  was  memorable 

Of  her  many  assignments,  she 
describes  China  as  the  most  mem¬ 
orable.  She  is  slated  to  return  there 
and  wants  to  teach  teachers  in  re¬ 
mote  provinces. 

“The  majority  of  the  people  in 
China  have  poor  living  condi¬ 
tions,”  Dr.  Walker  said.  “The  peo¬ 
ple  are  so  friendly,  open  and 
gracious." 

She  said  Chinese  Christianity  is 


growing.”  They  are  opening  new 
churches  every  week.  In  the  coun¬ 
try  there  are  Protestants,  Roman 
Catholics  and  Buddhists,  but  only 
a  minority  of  the  people  are  in¬ 
volved.  Religion  is  not  a  major  so¬ 
cial  or  cultural  thing  in  China.” 

Previously  she  taught  teachers 
in  Nanjing.  During  the  time  of  the 
incident  in  Tianenmen  Square 
there  were  also  demonstrations  in 
Nanjing.  All  of  the  foreign  teach¬ 
ers  were  told,  “You  get  to  leave.” 

She  is  writing  a  dictionary  that 
will  help  Chinese  students  study¬ 
ing  English. 

Christian  Witness 

Although  Dr.  Walker  teaches  in 
China,  she  does  no  evangelical 
work,  an  illegal  practice  for  for¬ 
eigners.  “I  do  answer  their  ques¬ 
tions  about  religion  when  asked. 
They  know  the  reason  you  are 
there  is  because  you  are  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  I  am  being  a  witness.  We  call 
this  the  theology  of  presence.” 

She  was  representing  her  home 
UM  conference,  the  Southeast 
Texas  Annual  Conference  as  a 
Peace  With  Justice  missionary  at 
the  time  she  made  the  daring  run 
to  Managua,  Nicaragua. 

“Americans  had  been  advised  to 
stay  out  of  that  part  of  Central 
America  at  the  time  (1988),”  she 
said,  “but  a  district  federal  judge 
had  ruled  that  we  could  cross  the 
border  at  Laredo  because  we  were 
to  give  humanitarian  aid.” 

“The  truck  I  drove  had  a  United 
Methodist  logo  on  both  sides  and 
the  words  Peace  With  Justice  writ¬ 
ten  in  both  Spanish  and  English.” 


Workshop  set  April  23 


Vital  worship:  An  art  form  to  be  nurtured 


The  Louisiana  Fellowship  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music 
and  Other  Arts  will  present  a  Wor¬ 
ship  Arts  Work¬ 
shop  for  pastors, 
musicians  and 
other  worship 
leaders.  Included 
will  be  an  explo¬ 
ration  of  The 
United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of 
Worship  pub¬ 
lished  last  year. 

Also  planned  are 
sessions  on  cooperative  worship 
planning,  recapturing  our  singing 


Bible  study,  music,  crafts,  educa¬ 
tional  games,  fellowship  and  fun. 
Parents  will  alternate  in  providing 
meals.  Study  materials  are  $10  per 
child,  however,  some  scholarship 
help  is  available. 


Louisiana  CrossLines  has  made  a 
move  and  is  now  located  in  Ingle-' 
side  UMC,  4264  Capital  Heights, 
Baton  Rouge,  70806,  phone,  (504) 
343-3179,  the  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  di¬ 
rector,  reports.  Pastor  of  Ingleside 
church  is  the  Rev.  Timothy  Lawson. 

*  *  * 

Louisiana  CrossLines,  in  its  fifth 


tradition  and  integrating  visual  arts, 
dance  and  handbells  into  vital  wor¬ 
ship. 

The  workshop  is  set  for  Friday, 
April  23,  and  Saturday,  April  24,  in 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Featured  instructor  will  be  the 
Rev.  Judy  Loehr,  director  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  liturgy  at  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville.  A  member  of 
the  North  American  Academy  of 
Liturgy,  she  is  musical  director  of 
United  Methodist  Celebration 
Choir  and  is  pastor  of  Sixty-First 
Street  UMC,  a  mission  church  in 
Nashville. 

The  Rev.  Leslie  N.  Akin,  director 


SPRING 

FORWARD! 

Daylight  Savings 
Time  Begins 
Sunday,  April  4 

Set  Clocks  Forward 


year,  is  an  enabling  and  consulta¬ 
tive  resource  to  UMC  churches  of 
Louisiana  in  their  efforts  to  assist 
society’s  poor  families. 


Worship  and  Christian  Education 
for  the  Council  on  Ministries,  and 
Ryan  Horton,  worship  chair,  Board 
of  Discipleship,  want  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  worship. 

“All  of  us  are  continually  seeking 
ways  to  bring  vitality  and  joy  into 
the  worship  of  God,”  Akin  said. 
“We  believe  that  this  event  will  be  a 
helpful  means  to  that  end.  Judy 
Loehr  is  well  qualified  in  her  ability 
to  translate  theoretical  ideas  into 
pragmatic  suggestions  for  small, 
medium  and  large  churches.” 

Sessions  for  the  workshop  will  be¬ 
gin  at  6:30  p.m.  on  Friday  and  end 
at  3  p.m.  the  next  day. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  April 
1 5.  Send  name,  address,  church  and 
your  position  in  the  church.  The 
fee,  which  includes  Saturday  lunch, 
is  $20  each  for  first  two  registrants 
from  a  church  and  $10  each  for  the 
third  or  additional  registrants  from 
the  same  church.  Make  checks  pay¬ 
able  to:  The  Louisiana  Fellowship, 
c/o  Gale  Myer,  secretary,  306  Tioga 
Road,  Pineville,  LA  71360. 

Since  Baton  Rouge  is  heavily 
booked  for  a  huge  convention  the 
same  week-end,  persons  needing 
reservations  should  immediately 
call  1  (800)  843-7663,  Red  Roof 
Inn.  If  housing  is  a  problem  contact 
Akin  at  Conference  headquarters, 
(504)346-1646. 


Rev.  |udy  Loehr 


The  Conference  Center  campaign 
has  received  impetus  from  a  large 
donation  made  by  a  North  Shore 
layperson.  He  contributed  a  gift  of 
$500,000,  campaign  officials  an¬ 
nounce.  The  donor,  who  wishes  to 
remain  anonymous  at  this  time, 
supports  the  Conference  Center  and 
was  pleased  to  make  the  gift,  they 
added. 

Fred  Loy,  laity  co-chair,  said,  “I 
think  it  is  an  outstanding,  unselfish 
gift.  It  will  go  a  long  way  toward  our 
fund  drive.  We  would  hope  others 
will  follow  this  example  and  make 
donations  or  memorial  gifts  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  abilities  to  give.” 

For  the  first  phase  of  building, 
$6  million  is  being  raised.  A  series 
of  district  rally  and  training  ses¬ 
sions  will  be  completed  April  4. 

Local  churches  are  selecting  their 
leadership  for  the  campaign  and 
getting  ready  for  the  cluster  training 
sessions  to  begin  April  12.  The  clus¬ 
ters  are  small  groups  of  churches  ar¬ 
ranged  geographically  within 
districts.  These  clusters  will  meet  to 
decide  the  most  effective  way  to  so¬ 
licit  donations  and  pledges  and  the 
best  way  to  organize  to  achieve 
their  goals. 

The  first  phase  of  building  for  the 
center  will  include  a  large,  multi¬ 
purpose  structure  and  three  lodges 
that  will  each  be  designed  with  32 
rooms  plus  a  large  meeting  area. 
Also  in  the  initial  plan  are  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  swimming  pool,  caretak¬ 
er’s  home,  maintenance  building 
and  the  development  of  the  area  for 
roads,  lighting,  sewage  and  water.  A 
dam  is  being  built  to  form  a  38-acre 
lake. 

Over  3,000  members  gathered  at 
the  site  for  a  Round-Up  to  kick-off 
the  campaign  on  March  6.  Many 
told  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  proj¬ 
ect  coordinator,  they  were  over¬ 
whelmed  at  the  beauty  of  the 
acreage  selected  for  the  center.  He 
and  other  campaign  leaders  heard 
many  favorable  comments  and  ex¬ 
pressions  of  support  for  the  project. 


Bi-Focal  Band  gives 
lively  performance 

Favorable  comments  are  still 
coming  in  about  the  Bi-Focal 
Boys  and  Girls  Band  of  Luling 
UMC  that  performed  in  Alex¬ 
andria  at  the  Round-Up  to 
kick-off  the  Conference  Center 
campaign. 

For  two  hours  these  perform¬ 
ers  entertained  with  country 
and  western  tunes  and  hymns. 


Service  of  songs 
Introduces  hymnal 

“A  Great  Day  of  Singing”  was 
held  last  month  when  some 
churches  of  the  Monroe  District  got 
together  to  sing  and  hear  selections 
from  The  United  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal  published  in  1989. 

Participants  found  that  the  new 
hymnal  includes  a  great  variety  of 
selections  including  traditional, 
contemporary,  ethnic  as  well  as  old 
favorites  from  The  Cokesbury  Hym¬ 
nal  and  The  Methodist  Hymnal  , 
which  most  congregations  previous¬ 
ly  used. 

“It  truly  was  a  great  day  of  sing¬ 
ing,”  Dr.  Philip  Woodland,  Monroe 
district  superintendent,  said. 

A  canticle  (song  or  chant  with 
words  taken  directly  from  a  Biblical 
text),  a  reading  from  Psalms  with  a 
musical  response  plus  a  choral  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  Gospel  selection  also 
were  selected  from  the  hymnal. 

Participating  churches,  their  min¬ 
isters  and  music  directors,  from 
West  Monroe,  were:  Asbury  UMC, 
the  Rev.  John  Hankins  and  Bonnie 
Hankins;  Claibome-Wilhite  UMC, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson  and  Max 
Shields;  Faith  UMC,  the  Rev.  John 
L.  Vining  and  Pat  Johnson;  First 
UMC,  the  Rev.  Ray  Spiller  and 
John  Burgin,  and  McGuire  UMC, 
the  Rev.  Richard  Stiltner  and  Dave 
Norris.  Also  included  was  Mt.  Zion 
UMC  of  Calhoun  whose  pastor  is 
the  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie. 
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Counter  terrorism  with  acts  of  faith 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

One  of  this  year's  terrorist  outbreaks  left  grief-stricken  relatives 
to  mourn  a  federal  officer  slain  at  the  Branch  Davidians'  com¬ 
pound  near  Waco,  Texas.  Christians  can  learn  how  to  counter 
terrorist  violence  by  studying  the  responses  of  the  persecuted 
early  church. 


"You  cart  run,  but  you  can't 
hide. " 

— Anonymous 

The  above  epigram  is  often  spo¬ 
ken  in  jest.  But  that’s  no  longer  the 
case  following  a  recent  rash  of  ter¬ 
rorist  violence  in  the  U.S. 

Instead,  as  a  sober  warning  that 
no  one  is  exempt  from  acts  of  ter¬ 
rorism  and  random  violence,  it 
poses  a  serious  concern  for  Chris¬ 
tian  reflection  and  response. 

A  summary  of  prominent  events 
in  recent  weeks  makes  understand¬ 
able  the  need  for  such  concern: 

■  In  New  York  City,  a  powerful 
bomb  tore  a  six-story  hole  in  the 
basement  of  the  World  Trade  Cen¬ 
ter,  killing  at  least  six  people  and 
injuring  more  than  1 ,000. 

■  In  Waco,  Texas,  heavily 
armed  cult  members  barricaded 
themselves  and  killed  four  federal 
agents  attempting  to  arrest  them. 

■  In  Pensacola,  Fla.,  a  physician 
was  murdered  in  front  of  several 
witnesses,  allegedly  by  an  anti¬ 
abortion  protester. 

■  In  Chicago,  a  gunman  fired 
four  lethal  gunshots  into  a  six- 
year-old  child  who  was  walking 
home  with  her  aunt. 

It’s  clear  that  the  spreading  inci¬ 
dence  of  such  terrorism  against 
people  and  property  contributes  to 
a  spirit-numbing  climate  of  fear. 

Not  so  clear,  however,  is  how  to 
respond  to  that  climate  without  suc¬ 
cumbing  to  equally  unacceptable 
extremes:  do-nothing  despair  or 
hang-’em-high  counterterrorism. 

We  believe  the  experience  of  ear¬ 
ly  Christians  is  instructive.  Faced 
with  the  terrorist-like  crucifixion  of 
their  leader  and  state-sponsored  ter¬ 


rorism  by  Rome,  our  spiritual  an¬ 
cestors  were  neither  fatalists  nor 
“fight  fire  with  fire”  fanatics. 

Here  are  lessons  from  first-cen¬ 
tury  Christians  for  times  in  which 


“you  can  run,  but  you  can’t  hide.” 

/  Reject  terrorism  and  violence 
in  all  forms — even  those  aimed  at 
countering  terrorism.  Early  Chris¬ 
tians  rooted  their  lives  in  nonvio- 


Editorial 


lence.  By  doing  so,  they  refused  to 
add  to  the  measure  of  violence  in 
society  stemming  from  an  “eye  for 
an  eye”  mindset.  Similarly,  we 
should  witness  to  the  wisdom  of 
seeking  nonviolent  responses  to 
violent  acts. 

/  Combine  realism  with  com¬ 
passion.  As  reflected  in  the  Book 
of  Revelation,  the  early  church  knew 
well  that  it  lived  in  dangerous  times. 
As  such,  it  counseled  both  appropri¬ 
ate  prudence  and  endless  compas¬ 
sion.  Hence,  it’s  OK,  even  advisable, 
to  be  security-conscious  (lock  doors, 
minimize  unnecessary  risks),  but  we 
should  not  allow  concern  for  securi¬ 
ty  to  dull  our  sensitivity  to  the  needs 
of  others. 

✓  Avoid  stereotyping.  Early 
Christians  stood  out  from  their  so¬ 
ciety  by  their  nonjudgmental  spir¬ 
it.  It  is  all  too  easy,  as  glib  news 
reports  often  show,  to  describe 
perpetrators  of  terrorism  and  vio¬ 
lence  in  prejudicial  terms,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  by  racial  or  religious 
identity.  Doing  so  rarely  illumi¬ 
nates  their  actions  and  almost  al¬ 
ways  promotes  unfair  stereotypes 
of  entire  groups  of  people. 

•f  Refuse  to  be  controlled  by  a 
spirit  of  fear.  The  witness  of  the 
early  church  was  one  of  perseverance 
and  trust  that  God,  and  therefore 
good,  will  prevail.  Contemporary 
Christians  likewise  should  be  mes¬ 
sengers  of  such  hope  that,  “Although 
this  world,  with  devils  filled,  should 
threaten  to  undo  us,  we  will  not  fear, 
for  God  hath  willed  His  truth  to  tri¬ 
umph  through  us.” 


We  need  to  manage 
churches  for  quality 


By  RICHARD  W.  CONNER 

One  of  the  most  successful  styles 
of  managing  workers  to  produce  a 
quality  product,  and  of  running  a 
business,  to  make  a  profit  is  called 
“lead  management.” 

Unlike  “boss  management,” 
where  bosses  tell  workers  what  to 
do,  or  “consultative  management” 
which  presupposes  workers  who  are 
competent  to  carry  out  the  task, 
lead  managers  work  alongside 
workers,  helping  them  produce  a 
quality  product  and  teaching  them 
to  evaluate  for  success. 

Lead  management  was  originally 
created  by  W.  Edwards  Deming, 
who  rebuilt  the  Japanese  industry 
and  technology  after  World  War  II, 
leading  Japan  to  technological  supe¬ 
riority  in  recent  years.  Japanese 
workers  are  not  better  than  Ameri¬ 
can  workers,  they’re  just  managed 
more  effectively. 

Now  what  does  this  mean  for  our 
church?  As  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  consider  restructuring 
our  denomination,  I’d  propose  we 
consider  seriously  this  form  of  man¬ 
agement. 

I  propose  three  levels  of  lead 
management. 

On  the  highest  level  is  the  senior 
manager,  one  to  lead  each  annual 
conference.  Middle  managers  are 
appointed,  one  for  each  district; 
and  lower  managers  are  the  local 
church  pastors. 

The  senior  manager  spends  most 
of  his  or  her  time  working  side  by 
side  with  middle  managers.  The 
middle  managers  then  go  out  to  the 
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lower  managers  and  spend  most  of 
their  time  helping  them  evaluate  for 
quality  and  success.  In  the  church 
our  quality  and  success  is  measured 
by  souls  saved,  membership  in¬ 
creases,  and  involvement  in  the 
work  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  here 
on  earth. 

Now  some  might  argue  that  we 
already  have  such  managers  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  our  bishops  and  district  su¬ 
perintendents.  I  don’t  mean  to  be 
disrespectful,  but  I  perceive  that 
bishops  and  district  superinten¬ 
dents  don’t  manage  for  success.  Our 
bishops  and  superintendents  are  too 
busy  doing  too  many  other  tasks  to 
be  evaluated  for  quality  and  success 
at  the  local  church  level. 

I  believe  our  United  Methodist 
Church  continues  to  have  a  tremen¬ 
dous  potential  for  the  future.  Popu¬ 
lation  is  increasing  all  around  us 
and  people  are  hungry  for  the 
“bread  of  life,”  but  we  will  never  do 
what  we  have  been  called  to  do  if, 
like  many  unproductive  organiza¬ 
tions,  we  lack  a  management  style. 


Letter  passed  along  a  common  myth  about  statue's  meaning 


A.  W.  Mohle,  Jr.  of  Houston  in 
his  letter  (see  UMR,  Feb.  26)  ad¬ 
dresses  several  of  the  persuasive 
reasons  the  United  States  no  longer 
can  handle  mass  immigration.  But 
he  repeats  a  common  myth  that  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  was  meant  to  sym¬ 
bolize  an  open  door  to  citizens  of 
other  nations. 

University  of  California  historian 
Elizabeth  Koed  wrote  last  year  that 
the  French  gift  of  “Liberty  Enlight¬ 
ening  the  World”  in  1886,  was  in- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

spired  by  the  centennial  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  The 
statue  was  intended  as  a  symbol  for 
other  nations  to  emulate  America’s 
republican  form  of  government  and 
the  concept  of  individual  liberties. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Emma 


Lazarus  poem  that  is  now  famous 
for  mistakenly  describing  the  statue 
as  summoning  people  to  leave  their 
homelands,  was  engraved  on  a 
small  plaque  and  placed  inside  the 
pedestal  in  1903.  It  was  a  private 
gesture  by  friends  to  honor  the  de¬ 
ceased  young  New  York  poet. 

Only  as  millions  of  tourists 
passed  the  little  plaque  did  it  gradu¬ 
ally  supplant  the  true  meaning  of 
the  statue,  which  today  is  more 
practical  than  ever: 


On  a  planet  with  no  remaining 
open  frontiers,  people  must  bloom 
where  they  are  planted  and  achieve 
liberty  in  their  own  countries  in¬ 
stead  of  bailing  out  and  fleeing. 

Robert  Kyser 
Alanson,  Michigan 

Who's  disadvantaged? 

Homosexuals  are  not  a  disadvan¬ 
taged  minority  (see  UMR,  March 
26).  They  have  the  same  legal  rights 
as  any  other  citizen. 


He  was  a  stranger  and  was  turned  away 


Faithfully  yours 


All  he  wanted,  said  the  old  man 
on  the  cane,  was  a  place  to  sit  until 
the  clinic  next  door  opened. 

Plenty  of  seats  were  available.  I 
was  the  only  customer  in  the  three- 
chair  barber  shop,  and  all  the 
“who’s  next?”  chairs  were  vacant. 

One  of  the  three  barbers,  no 
spring  chicken  himself,  moved  to¬ 
ward  the  man  in  the  doorway. 

“What  did  you  say?”  he  asked  of 
the  old  man.  “My  hearing’s  not  so 


good  and  I  didn’t  understand  you.” 

I’d  never  noticed  this  barber  hav¬ 
ing  any  trouble  hearing,  and  I  had 
easily  heard  the  simple  request 
from  far  back  in  the  shop. 

Patiently  the  old  man  on  the  cane 
repeated  his  request  for  a  place  to 
sit  down  until  the  clinic  opened. 

The  barber,  no  longer  able  to  plead 
momentary  deafness,  mumbled 
something  about  “still  don’t  under¬ 
stand  you”  and  shook  his  head. 


Giving  up  seat  taught  me  about  peace 


By  JOE  A.  WILSON 

It  was  a  pleasant  day  on  the  tour 
bus  until  my  peaceful  mood  was  in¬ 
terrupted  with  the  words:  “You’re 
in  my  seat!” 

Standing  in  the  aisle  of  the  bus 
was  a  rather  large  woman  demand¬ 
ing  that  we  find  residence  else¬ 
where.  We  had  just  completed  a 
tour  stop.  Everyone  returned  to  any 
unoccupied  space.  It  made  no  dif¬ 
ferent  to  this  strong-willed  person 
that  someone  had  also  taken  our 
original  seats.  We  had  her  seat  and 
we  must  move. 

As  the  hairs  bristled  on  my  neck 
and  I  prepared  to  make  clear  my  in¬ 
tention  to  remain  put,  my  wife, 
Zoe,  offered  some  unwanted  words 
of  reconciliation:  “It  really  isn’t  that 
important  to  us.  We  will  be  glad  to 
find  another  place.” 

Boy,  what  a  cave-in!  Reluctantly  I 
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followed  her  kindness,  but  mum¬ 
bled  all  the  way. 

Now,  as  I  reflect,  could  it  be  that 
Jesus  counseled  the  same  response? 
“If  anyone  takes  your  shirt,  let  him 
have  your  coat  also.”  It  is  so  easy  to 
read  the  words,  but  how  tough  to 
practice  them. 

What  I  learned  that  day  was  not  a 


lesson  in  how  to  let  people  walk 
over  you,  but  Zoe  taught  me  a  les¬ 
son  in  how  to  choose  that  which  is 
worth  a  fight. 

The  witness  of  the  Christian  faith 
is  peace-centered.  When  the  words 
of  Christ  guide  our  decisions,  we 
become  persons  of  good  will,  plant¬ 
ing  seeds  of  peace,  not  of  conflict. 

But  it  sure  was  hard  to  give  up 
my  seat! 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life 
This  article  is  reprinted  by  permission 
from  the  Central  Texas  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter.  Any  reader  may 
submit  an  article  for  consideration  (one 
typed,  double-spaced  page  maximum 
length)  to  “My  Witness,  ”  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275.  Include  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  for  re¬ 
turn  of  manuscripts. 


_  The  United  Methodist 

P REPORTER 


Ronald  P.  Patterson 
Publisher 
Daniel  J.  Louis 

General  Manager 


John  A.  Lovelace 
Editor 

Darrell  L.  Bryant 
Conference  Editions 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
Faith  Forum  Editor 
Kay  Fielder 
Local  Editions 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  ano 
New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce 
St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The 
Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's  gener¬ 
al  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  produce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  sig¬ 
nificance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  provide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  view¬ 
points  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
newspaper's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the  author 
and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 


Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Subscription  rates:  S20  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
tion:  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Sec¬ 
ond  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  ad¬ 
dress  changes  to  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 


The  old  man  on  the  cane  turned 
and  left. 

I  wondered  whether  the  barber’s 
hearing  might  have  been  better  if  he 
and  the  old  man  on  the  cane  were  of 
the  same  race.  I  wondered,  too, 
whether  my  own  barber  would  have 
followed  me  to  the  door  as  I  left  a 
few  minutes  later  if  he  were  not 
anxious  to  see  whether  the  old  man 
was  still  around. 

Aboiit  those  two  points  I  can  only 
speculate.  But  I  satisfied  my  curios¬ 
ity  about  one  point  by  stepping  next 
door  to  see  what  time  the  clinic  was 
scheduled  to  open.  Answer:  In  less 
than  30  minutes. 

The  old  man  was  gone,  surely 
never  to  return.  He  recognized  raw 
racism  when  he  saw  it,  the  attitude 
that  “I’ve  got  it  and  you’re  not 
gonna  get  it.” 

And  the  barber  who  sent  him 
away,  a  man  I  knew  to  be  proud  of 
his  Christian  heritage  ...  I  won¬ 
dered  whether  he  ever  thinks  about 
any  practical  application  of  Mat¬ 
thew  25: 

“I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me 
in. ...” 


— IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Those  who  eat  my  flesh  and 
drink  my  blood  abide  in  me,  and  I 
in  them.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  5:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  4 
***HOLY  WEEK*** 
Palm  Sunday:  Matthew  2 1 : 1  - 1 1 
Monday:  Isaiah  42: 1-9 
Tuesday:  Psalms  71:1-14 
Wednesday:  John  1 3:1-1 7,3 lb-35 
Holy  Thursday:  Matthew  26:14 — 
27:66 

Good  Friday:  John  1 8: 1  —  1 9:42 
Saturday:  Isaiah  52:13 — 53:12 


Studies  such  as  1 992’s  “Equal 
Rights  not  Special  Rights”  show: 

y  The  average  household  in¬ 
come  for  gays  is  $55,430,  the  na¬ 
tional  average  is  $32,286  and  the 
average  for  disadvantaged  African- 
Americans  is  $12,166; 

■f  The  percentage  of  college 
graduates  who  are  homosexuals  is 
60  percent,  the  national  average  is 
1 8  percent  and  the  average  for  dis¬ 
advantaged  African-Americans  is 
less  than  5  percent; 

y  The  percentage  of  professional 
or  managerial  jobs  held  by  homo¬ 


sexuals  is  49  percent,  the  national 
average  is  16  percent  and  the  aver¬ 
age  for  disadvantaged  African 
Americans  is  less  than  1  percent; 

y  The  percentage  of  those  taking 
overseas  vacations  among  gays  is  66 
percent,  the  national  average  is  14 
percent  and  disadvantaged  African 
Americans  is  less  than  1  percent. 

Where’s  the  discrimination?  Who 
needs  protection?  Which  group  is 
disadvantaged?  Who  needs  more 
special  rights? 

Kenneth  Tidmore 
Amistad,  New  Mexico 


Plan  now  to  enroll  in 

Disciple 


Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study 


Disciple  Bible  Studies  are 
specifically  designed  to  develop  strong 
Christian  leaders  through  regular  in- 
depth  study  of  Scripture. 

In  Disciple:  Becoming  Disciples 
Through  Bible  Study,  participants 
gain  an  overview  of  the  Bible  that  will 
launch  them  into  lifelong  study  of 
God’s  Word. 

New  second  edition  resources 
available  in  June  1993  will  feature 
revised  study  manuals  and  teaching 
helps  as  well  as  ten  completely  new 
video  presentations. 

To  register  for  a  training  seminar,  or 
for  more  information,  call  1-800-672- 
1789  or  write:  Cokesbury  Seminars 
Attention:  Wini  Grizzle,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville.  TN  37202-0801. 


1993  Disciple  Training 
Seminar  Schedule 

‘April  15-17 . San  Jose,  CA 

•April  22-24 . .....Honolulu,  HI 

May  17-19 . Chicago.  IL  (Korean) 

May  20-22 . Chicago.  IL  (English) 

June  24-26 . Dallas.  TX  (A) 

June  29— July  1 . Dallas,  TX  (B) 

•July  6-8 . Columbia,  MO 

•July  13-15 . Columbus,  OH 

•July  20-22... . Indianapolis,  IN 

July  29-31 . Atlanta,  GA 

•August  5-7 . -...Houston,  TX 

•August  19-21 . Richmond,  VA 

September  7-9 . Denver,  CO 

*  Conference-sponsored  seminars 

T wo  new  dates  have  been  added  to 
the  original  schedule!  May  20-22  in 
Chicago,  and  June  29-July  1  in  Dallas! 


Cokesbury 


APRIL  2, 1993 


Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


BOLLETER  RE-ELECTED:  Bishop  Hein 

rich  Bolleter  was  re-elected  for  life  when  the 
United  Methodist  Central 
Conference  of  Central  and 
Southern  Europe  met 
March  10-14.  Central  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  discussed 
how  to  educate  pastors  liv¬ 
ing  in  different  countries 
with  13  languages  and  how 

to  fairly  distribute  financial  _ 

resources.  A  statute  for  a  Heinrich  Bolleter 
new  European  Council  on  Methodist  Churches 
was  approved  by  the  delegates,  who  represented 
Algeria,  Austria,  Czechia,  France,  Hungary, 
Macedonia,  Poland,  Slovakia,  Switzerland,  Ser¬ 
bia  and  Bulgaria. 

RAPID  TIMETABLE  ASKED:  Some  18 

national  religious  groups,  including  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  joined  more  than  1 50  others  recent¬ 
ly  in  calling  on  President  Clinton  to  establish  a 
“rapid  timetable”  for  putting  forth  a  health  re¬ 
form  plan  guaranteeing  health  insurance  to  all 
Americans.  The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  also  recently  endorsed  public  financing 
for  universal  access  to  health  care. 

PACIFIST  DIES:  Former  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary,  educator  and  pacifist  DeWitt  Clair  Bal¬ 
dwin,  94,  died  March  16  in  Bethesda,  Md.  He 
was  founder  and  director  emeritus  of  the  Lisle 
Fellowship,  a  student  program  intended  to  pro¬ 
mote  international  understanding.  In  1958  Dr. 
Baldwin  and  his  late  wife,  Edna,  led  what  was 
believed  to  be  the  first  student  exchange  of  the 
Cold  War  era  to  the  Soviet  Union.  In  the  mid- 
1 970s  he  promoted  the  concept  which  eventual¬ 
ly  became  the  1984  United  States  Institute  of 
Peace  for  study  of  international  diplomacy  and 
conflict  resolution. 

NO  NUDES:  Bowing  to  a  deluge  of  com¬ 
plaints  from  Texas  Baptists,  Baylor  University’s 
board  of  regents  voted  unanimously  March  1 9  to 
cancel  a  previously  approved  nude-figure  drawing 
class.  The  course  was  to  have  been  offered  this  fall 
to  advanced  art  and  pre-med  students. 

TV  NETWORK  RAPPED:  The  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  Scientific  Examination  of  Religion 
has  assailed  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System 
for  airing  a  two-hour  documentary,  “The  In¬ 
credible  Discovery  of  Noah’s  Ark.”  The  com¬ 
mittee — made  up  of  scientists,  historians  and 
Bible  scholars — described  the  film,  aired  re¬ 
cently,  as  a  propaganda  vehicle  for  creationists 
opposed  to  the  theory  of  evolution.  Committee 
members  asserted  that  the  producers  did  a  dis¬ 
service  to  the  American  public. 

WCC  HEAD  TO  SPEAK:  The  Rev 

Konrad  Raiser,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  is  scheduled  to  be  the  key¬ 
note  speaker  April  1-2  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  U.S.  Conference  of  the  WCC  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  Dr.  Raiser,  a  German  Lutheran  pastor  and 
theologian,  became  WCC  chief  executive  last 
fall. 

SUPPORT  PRISONERS:  Christian  con¬ 
gregations  are  being  asked  to  join  a  new  inter¬ 
faith  campaign  to  support  political  prisoners  in 
the  United  States.  The  campaign  is  being  orga¬ 
nized  by  the  Interfaith  Prisoners  of  Conscience 
Project  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  More  than  100  men  and 
women  are  reportedly  held  in  U.S.  jails  because 
of  political,  religious  or  social  beliefs.  They  in¬ 
clude  pacifists,  black  liberationists  and  activists 
fighting  for  Puerto  Rican  independence. 

GIVE  SOMETHING  BACK:  Hubbard 

Press,  the  offering  envelope  printers  owned  by  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  will  give  $50,000  to 
the  church’s  Mission  Program  Fund.  Hubbard 
Press'  sales  average  about  $1.3  million  annually. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Board  Mobilizes  for  missions 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS— Are  you 
one  of  the  thousands  of  “loving 
critics”  of  the  Genera]  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  who  complain 
that  the  church’s  mission  board 
needs  better  communication 
with  your  local  church? 

Then  prepare  to  be  heard! 

Come  this  summer,  Global 
Ministries  officials  plan  to  visit 
your  area  to  hear  your  concerns 
and  help  you  “energize  local 
churches  as  they  seek  to  fulfill 
the  mission  of  Christ  in  the 
world.” 

Plans  for  the  dialogues  are  still 
being  developed.  Twenty  dia¬ 
logues  are  expected  in  1993,  32 
in  1994  and  the  remaining  20 
from  November  1994  to  April 
1995.  This  amounts  to  one  dia¬ 
logue  for  each  of  the  church’s  72 
regional  annual  conferences. 

New  phone  line  planned 

In  another  effort  at  better  com¬ 
munications,  Global  Ministries 
officials  during  the  board’s  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  in  late  March 
also  announced  the  opening  of  an 
expanded  telephone  service — 1- 
800-UMC-GBGM. 

This  number  will  be  available 


New  800-number,  dialogues 
to  increase  local-church  access 


to  all  United  Methodists  toll-free 
starting  April  12  to  receive  what¬ 
ever  information  they  need 
about  mission  programs  and  op¬ 
erations. 

The  Rev,  Donald  E.  Messer, 
president  of  Iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  chairperson  of  the 
board’s  new  task  force  on  effec¬ 
tiveness  and  efficiency  for  mis¬ 
sion,  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  gone  from  “managing 
mission  to  mobilizing  mission.” 

He  said  the  two  action  plans 
are  part  of  initial  recommenda¬ 
tions  made  by  the  board’s  nearly 
200  elected  directors  last  October 
and  directed  at  “enhancing  the 
ability  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  carry  out  its 
functions  more  effectively  and 
efficiently." 

Other  models  eyed 

Other  plans  include: 

■  Development  of  more  effec¬ 
tive  mission  education  models; 

■  Development  and  replica¬ 
tion  of  models  to  connect  local 


church  mission  initiatives  with 
the  Global  Ministries  board; 

■  Development  of  new  fund¬ 
ing  sources  and  realignment  of 
existing  resources; 

■  Examination  of  governance 
and  management  issues  as  well  as 
internal  structures  and  functions 
for  a  more  effective  and  efficient 
operation  for  mission. 

In  other  actions  by  various 
units  of  the  Global  Ministries 
board: 

•f  The  World  Division  re¬ 
quested  that  a  letter  be  sent  to 
President  Clinton  concerning  the 
deteriorating  situation  in  the 
Central  African  country  of  Zaire. 

Bishop  Kainda  Katembo  of 
Lubumbashi,  Zaire,  leader  of  the 
church’s  Southern  Zaire  Annual 
Conference,  said  that  Zaire  Pres¬ 
ident  Mobutu  Sese  Seko  has  ig¬ 
nored  calls  for  governmental 
reforms  and  has  handpicked  a 
group  to  assist  him  in  provoking 
more  civil  disturbances  in  the 
poverty-stricken  country. 

The  World  Division  also  re¬ 
ceived  approval  from  the  full 


board  for  the  proposal  for  man¬ 
agement  of  mission  institutions 
in  Bolivia  (see  UMR,  March  26). 

Loans  approved 

S  The  National  Division  ap¬ 
proved  23  loan  applications  for  a 
total  of  $8  million. 

S  At  the  request  of  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division,  the  board  voted  to 
support  House  Bill  796,  “Free¬ 
dom  of  Access  to  Clinic  En¬ 
trances  Act  of  1993,”  as  an 
expression  of  concern  about  the 
escalating  violence  at  clinics  of¬ 
fering  reproduction  health  ser¬ 
vices; 

f  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  approved  a 
$100,000  grant  to  the  Somalia 
Community  Service  Organiza¬ 
tion  to  assist  in  a  housing  and 
food  distribution  program  for 
starving  Africans. 

UMCOR  also  approved  re¬ 
lease  of  at  least  $1.5  million  for 
recurring  and  special  grants  this 
year,  including  allocations  for 
domestic  world  hunger/poverty 
programs  in  the  U.S.. 

Global  Ministries  directors 
learned  that  income  for  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 
topped  $33  million.  This  is  the 
second  highest  total  ever  for  the 


For  the  word 
on  United  Methodist 
missions,  call: 

1-800- 

UMC-GBGM 

Starting  April  12 


denomination's  second-mile  giv¬ 
ing  program. 

Claudia  Webster,  a  board  mem¬ 
ber  from  Portland,  Ore.,  explained 
that  overall  Advance  giving  went 
up  because  local  churches  quickly 
responded  to  natural  disasters 
through  gifts  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Reliefs  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Advance. 

In  1992,  the  UMCOR  portion 
was  $19,351,355— up  from 
$10,185,831  in  1991. 

However,  said  Ms.  Webster, 
other  major  categories  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  decreased.  These  include 
missionary  support,  down  from 
$6.1  million  in  1991  to  $5.8  mil¬ 
lion  in  1992. 


U.S.  Protestant  majority  highly  diverse,  fragmented 

. .  IL-_ 

IF, 


By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP,  JR. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 

Call  them  the  “Protestant  es¬ 
tablishment”  or  the  “mainline 
churches”  if  you  will,  but  the  re¬ 
ality  is  that  Protestants  are  a 
highly  diverse  group  of  people 
from  all  walks  of  life,  represent¬ 
ing  many  denominations  and 
sects  within  denominations, 

Protestant  denominations  still 
claim  the  majority  of  Americans 
are  members,  but  their  number  is 
dwindling  and  their  membership  is 
becoming  increasingly  fragmented. 

In  1967,  two  persons  in  three 
(67  percent)  named  a  Protestant 
denomination  as  their  religious 
preference,  but  today  only  a  bare 
majority  of  56  percent  continue 
to  do  so. 

Overall,  the  proportion  of  Bap¬ 
tists  in  American  society  has  de¬ 
clined  steadily  in  the  past  25 
years  from  21  percent  to  19  per¬ 
cent  of  the  populace. 

One  person  in  10  is  now  a 
Methodist,  compared  to  14  per¬ 
cent  in  1967.  Methodists  are  uni¬ 
formly  represented  throughout 
all  regions  of  the  country. 

While  Lutheran  synods  have 
been  merging  in  recent  years, 
only  a  slight  decline  in  their  total 


membership  is  noted  between 
1967  and  1992,  from  7  percent  to 
6  percent.  Lutherans  are  most 
numerous  in  the  Midwest  where 
they  represent  1 5  percent  of  the 
population. 

Presbyterians  also  are  fairly 
uniformly  distributed  throughout 
the  land.  Both  mergers  and 
schisms  have  taken  place  in  the 
Presbyterian  tradition  in  recent 
years,  and  there  is  an  apparent 
decline  in  their  overall  numbers 
from  6  percent  in  1967  to  5  per¬ 
cent  of  the  people  in  1 992. 

Episcopalians  in  the  past  25 
years  held  steady,  claiming  about 
2  percent  of  the  overall  popula¬ 
tion  as  adherents. 

Although  Methodist  and  Lu¬ 
theran  congregations  often  em¬ 
brace  members  from  all  levels  of 
educational  attainment,  Presby¬ 
terians  and  Episcopalians  attract 
a  high  proportion  of  college  grad¬ 
uates,  while  Baptists  have  a  dis¬ 
proportionately  high  number  of 
members  who  never  set  foot  on  a 
college  campus. 

This  story  is  copyrighted  1993 
by  Princeton  Religion  Research 
Center.  It  was  distributed  by  Re¬ 
ligious  News  Service. 


America’s  Religious  Preferences 

The  great  majority  of  people  in  this  country  say  they  are  Christians 
according  to  a  recent  poll  taken  of  over  14,000  people.  Unlike  official 
statistics  maintained  by  denominations,  the  survey  reports 
how  people  actually  consider  themselves. 
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Roman  Catholic 
No  preference  10% 
Other  4% 

Jewish  2% 

Mormon  1% 

Orthodox  Church  1% 
Muslim  less  than  1/2% 
Hindu  less  than  1/2% 


Regional 

South 

East 

East  4%  Jewish 


Differences 

70%  respondents  Protestant 
38%  Roman  Catholic 
4%  Mormons 


West 


Age  makes  a  difference 

Preference  for  Protestantism 
increases  as  people  grow  older 
but  the  preference  for 
Catholicism  drops  with  age. 


People 
under  30 


People 
over  50  [ 

H  Protestants 
EH  Catholics 


63% 
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A  1992  Gallup  survey  based  on  telephone  and  personal  interviews  ol  14,235  men  and  women,  ages  18  and  over. 


The  latest  Gallup  Poll  results  show  that  a  majority  of  Americans  still  claim  to  be  Protestant.  A 
breakdown  of  the  results  also  shows  that  as  people  mature  they  tend  to  prefer  to  be  Protestant 
rather  than  Catholic. 


' c v — ramer  man  Catholic. 

NCC  leaders  pledge  Clinton  their  support  for  change 

Whatever  else  President  Clin-  all  of  us  will  need  in  he  in.  nt  _ ms.:.,  .v_  _ ° 


Whatever  else  President  Clin 
ton  may  face  in  his  program  for 
change,  he  recently  secured 
pledges  of  help  from  some  na¬ 
tional  leaders  of  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations,  including  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  a  recent  meeting  with  the 
president.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San 
Francisco  Area)  pledged  church 
support  for  the  president’s  plat¬ 
form  for  change. 

“For  that  change  to  take  place, 


all  of  us  will  need  to  be  in¬ 
volved,”  said  Bishop  Talbert. 
“And  we  pledge  the  support  of 
the  churches, 
support  that 
can  play  a  sig¬ 
nificant  ethical 
and  moral  role. 
Together  we 
can  rebuild  our 
_ I  country.” 

Melvin  Talbert  Bishop  Tal¬ 
bert  was  part  of  a  44-member  del¬ 
egation  from  the  National  Council 


of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  invited  to  the  White  House 
by  the  president. 

The  bishop  is  an  NCC  vice  pres¬ 
ident.  He  also  serves  as  ceremoni¬ 
al  “head  of  communion”  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  office  as  secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Other  United  Methodists  in 
the  delegation  were  Bishop 
William  B.  Grove  (Albany,  N.Y., 
Area);  Joyce  D.  Sohl,  head  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 


tries  Women’s  Division;  the  Rev. 
Thomas  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
chief  executive  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society;  and  the  Rev.  James  M. 
Wall,  editor  of  “The  Christian 
Century”  magazine. 

In  the  meeting  punctuated  with 
easy  humor,  the  president  invited 
principal  officials  of  14  Protestant 
and  five  Orthodox  bodies  to 
“share  your  insights  and  tell  me 
what  you  think  is  important.” 

According  to  a  former  NCC 


president,  J.  Irwin  Miller,  no 
president  since  Lyndon  Johnson 
has  met  with  so  many  ranking 
church  officials. 

President  Clinton,  in  a  con¬ 
cluding  statement,  noted  that 
three  central  domestic  problems 
also  are  world  issues:  the  need  to 
feed  and  house  people  adequate¬ 
ly;  the  need  to  provide  meaning¬ 
ful  work  for  people  unemployed 
or  underemployed;  and  the  need 
to  “learn  to  see  our  diversity  as  a 
strength  and  not  as  a  weakness.” 
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Black  UMs  urged  to  'let  Pharaoh  go'  at  silver  anniversary 


Attention:  Choir  Members  &  Di¬ 
rectors  of  Vocal,  Instrumental, 
Organ  &  Handbells.  Hands-on  learning  & 
reading  packets  for  church  musicians  of  all  church 
sizes,  seasons,  ages,  and  styles. 

Clinicians:  Dr.  Lloyd  Ptautsch.  Nora  Henson, 
Randy  McChesney,  Pat  Messick,  Marlene  Murphy, 
Judy  Oardaganian.  David  VanderMeer. 

Texas  Conference 
Choir  Clinic 
June  7  — 11,  1993 
Lakevlew  Methodist 
Conference  Center 
Palestine,  Texas 
For  Information,  Contact: 

Carol  Pope 

3411  Parkway  Terrace 
Bryan,  Texas  77802 
(409)  846-3340 

Christy  Dyer  •  (409)  846-7027 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

CINCINNATI — Theologian 
Cain  Hope  Felder  recently  chal¬ 
lenged  other  black  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  remember  their  heritage  and 
not  lose  their  thrust  as  “the  gadfly 
of  the  white  church.” 

Dr.  Felder,  professor  of  contem¬ 
porary  theology  at  Howard  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology  in 
Washington,  issued  that  challenge 
during  the  keynote  address  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal. 

The  denomination’s  black  cau¬ 
cus — founded  in  1967  in  Cincin¬ 
nati — met  there  March  17-20  to 
observe  its  silver  anniversary. 

As  some  1,000  United  Method¬ 
ists  of  African  descent  celebrated 
great  strides  in  the  effort  for  racial 
equality  within  the  denomination, 
Dr.  Felder  reminded  them  that  they 
still  face  major  hurdles. 

Under  the  general  theme,  “My 
People,  Let  Pharaoh  Go,”  the  theo¬ 
logian  said  black  people  have  been 
“co-opted”  into  .believing  that  local 


. .  Pharoah  is  increasingly  willing  to  let  us  go, 
but  we  are  not  sure  we  want  Pharoah  to  let  us  go." 

— Cain  Hope  Felder 


churches  can’t  do  anything  without 
financial  support  from  other 
sources  within  the  denomination. 

“The  contradiction  is  heightened 
because  Pharaoh  is  increasingly 
willing  to  let  us  go,  but  we  are  not 
sure  we  want  Pharoah  to  let  us  go,” 
said  Dr.  Felder.  He  is  the  author  of 
“Troubling  the  Biblical  Waters,”  a 
critically  aclaimed  book  on  blacks 
in  the  Bible. 

“We  cling  to  Pharaoh,  thinking 
that  our  own  people  won’t  support 
our  programs,  so  they  don’t  support 
them.  We  need  to  make  a  sacrifice 
and  develop  and  fund  our  own  spir¬ 
itual  encounters.” 

As  the  caucus’  first  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Dr.  Felder  reflected  on  the 
great  expectations  of  black  Method¬ 
ists  prior  to  the  General  Conference 
of  1968,  when  the  Evangelical  Unit¬ 


ed  Brethren  Church  and  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  church  merged  into 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

During  that  time,  said  Dr.  Felder, 
black  Methodists  on  the  national 
scene  were  really  “the  voice  of  the 
voiceless  and  the  advocates  of  all 
marginalized  people  in  the  church.” 

Fueled  by  the  civil  rights  move- 
men,  BMCR  was  founded  prior  to 
the  1968  General  Conference. 

Then  came  the  assassination  of  the 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  and 
black  laypeople  and  clergy  became 
energized  about  the  liberation  of 
black  people  within  the  newly 
formed  church. 

“Old  structures  of  the  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  had  fallen  by  the  way- 
side,”  he  continued,  referring  to  the 
administrative  unit  which  until 
1968  linked  black  congregations 


across  the  church. 

“We  told  the  (general)  church 
that  it  must  remove  every  form  of 
racism  from  Methodist  structures,” 
he  recalled. 

Twenty-five  years  later,  black 
Methodists  have  begun  to  “rest  on 
their  laurels”  said  Dr.  Felder. 

As  a  result,  he  said,  BMCR  may 
be  perceived  as  being  the  group  for 
just  “the  more  privileged  blacks  in 
the  church.” 

“A  number  of  us  believe  that  the 


black  community  is  worse  off  now 
than  it  was  25  years  ago,  with  thou¬ 
sands  of  males  incarcerated,  home¬ 
less  children  and  violence  in  oui 
communities,”  said  Dr.  Felder. 

“As  the  Lord  blesses  us,  we  have 
to  say,  ’How  can  I  be  a  blessing  to 
others  in  their  time  of  need?’  ” 

The  BMCR  conference — meeting 
in  two  Cincinnati  hotels — included 
an  institute  for  black  pastors  and  a 
national  black  youth  gathering 
called  “Harambe  ’93.” 


'Be  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CINCINNATI— The  Rev.  Cain 
Hope  Felder  says  churches  today 
must  model  themselves  after  the 
primitive  church  and  be  guided 
more  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their 
ministry  and  mission. 

“Christians  in  today’s  churches 
say  they  want  to  be  like  the  disciples 
but  they  forget  that  people  in  the 
early  church  experienced  the  mercy 


of  God  as  guided  by  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it,”  said  Dr.  Felder. 

“In  other  words,  they  had  less 
hostility  toward  other  Christians 
and  were  more  forgiving  because 
they  knew  that  God  was  merciful 
and  forgiving.” 

Local  churches  need  to  under¬ 
stand  that  they  should  be  open  to 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  be  more  merci¬ 
ful,  he  added. 

— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

NEW  ASSIGNMENTS:  An  18-year  vet¬ 
eran  executive  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  going  back  to  the  mission  field 
June  30.  Nora  Q.  Boots,  chief  staff  executive  for 
the  Global  Ministries  Latin  American/Caribbe¬ 
an  office,  will  return  to  her  native  Bolivia  to 
work  with  the  autonomous  Evangelical  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Bolivia.  She  will  help  develop  a 
program  in  community-based  health  ministries. 
Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Wilson  T.  Boots,  council 
on  ministries  director  of  the  church’s  New  York 
Conference,  will  also  return  to  Bolivia  to  work 
in  theological  and  leadership  training. 

NEW  PRESIDENT:  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso  has 
the  first  laywoman  president  in  its  80-year  his¬ 
tory.  She  is  Socorro  B.  De  Anda,  vice  president 
since  1989  and  business  manager  for  five  years 
before  that.  She  succeeds  the  Rev.  Ted  Grout, 
who  died  last  October.  The  institute,  owned  by 
the  church's  eight-state  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  is  an  accredited  secondary  school  with  an 
emphasis  on  English  as  a  second  language. 

MEDICAL  MISSION:  The  first  medical 
mission  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  mushroomed  to  27  volunteers 
and  approximately  $500,000  in  donated  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  before  it  left  for  El  Salvador  in  early 
March.  The  nine-day  mission,  organized  at  the 
invitation  of  a  church  in  San  Salvador,  the  capi¬ 
tal.  consisted  of  nine  doctors,  two  dentists,  10 
other  medical  workers  and  six  non-medical 
workers  including  a  farmer.  So  many  people 
volunteered  that  planners  had  to  turn  some 
away,  said  the  Rev.  James  Loftin,  the  Memphis 
church’s  minister  of  missions. 

CHIEF  CHAPLAIN:  The  Rev.  Luis  A. 

Morales,  former  chaplain  for  the  Puerto  Rico 
National  Guard,  will  now  pilot  United  Method¬ 
ist  chaplains’  endorsement  processes  as  well  as 
handle  daily  coordination  of  the  church’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries.  A 
member  of  the  newly  formed  Methodist  Church 
of  Puerto  Rico,  Mr.  Morales  is  completing  as¬ 
signment  as  command  chaplain  at  Lakehurst 
(N.J.)  Naval  Air  Station. 

'VACATION  VENTURES':  It’s  not  too 

early  to  think  about  Vacation  Bible  School,  say 
curriculum  specialists  at  the  Cooperative  Publi¬ 
cation  Association.  The  association  consists  of 
specialists  from  seven  major  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Preview 
kits  are  now  available  for  the  1993  Vacation 
Ventures  Series,  called  “The  Bible:  God’s  Call 
to  Love.”  For  more  information,  call  Gary  Vin¬ 
cent  at  (615)  749-6352. 


Microfilm  sings  with  musician's  life  work 


"Music  is  the  companion  of  joy,  the  medicine 
against  sorrow." 

— Inscription  on  Leonard  Ellinwood's  clavichord 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

WASHINGTON— To  take  the 
full  measure  of  Leonard  Ellin- 
wood’s  88  years  one  would  have 
to  sort  through  hundreds  of  reels 
of  microfilm.  Spin  them  on  a  mi¬ 
crofilm  viewer  and  the  reels  al¬ 
most  sing. 

For  they  contain  “The  Dictio¬ 
nary  of  American  Hymnology,” 
which  musicologist  Ellinwood 
compiled  after  he  retired  from  35 
years  of  research  and  cataloging 
at  the  Library  of  Congress  in 
Washington.  The  dictionary 
comprises  an  index  of  more  than 
6,000  hymnals .  published  in  the 
U.S.  beginning  with  the  “Bay 
Psalm  Book”  of  1640. 

Many  languages 

In  it  are  hymns  in  Latin,  Span¬ 
ish,  German — indeed  in  any  lan¬ 
guage  save  Hawaiian  and  any  of 
the  American  Indian  languages, 
which  he  says  are  not  readily  cat¬ 
alogued. 

Dr.  Ellinwood  became  project 
director  of  the  dictionary  in  1955 
and  thereafter  spent  thousands  of 
hours  after  work  and  on  week¬ 
ends  collecting  America’s  reli¬ 
gious  music. 

To  help  in  the  project  he  en¬ 
gaged  the  late  Elizabeth  Lock- 
wood,  a  widow  and  colleague  at 
the  library. 

He  also  involved  students  at 
Washington’s  National  Cathe¬ 
dral  school  and  graduate  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  city  to  key  punch»the 
title,  first  line,  refrain  line,  au¬ 
thor  and/or  translator  and  the 
code  line  for  the  collection  and  to 
put  the  information  on  punch 
cards  which  IBM  designed  for 
the  huge  project. 

Ms.  Lockwood  would  then  al¬ 
phabetize  the  punched  cards. 

Over  its  30  years,  the  work 
grew  to  such  an  extent  that  eight 
large  bookshelves  had  to  be 
erected  in  two  rooms  of  Ms. 
Lockwood’s  home  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  alphabetized  cards. 

Dr.  Ellinwood’s  own  favorite 
hymn  from  the  universe  of  titles 
in  the  dictionary  is  “Humbly  I 
Adore  Thee,”  which  he  happily 
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Musicologist  Leonard  Ellin¬ 
wood,  master  of  American 
hymnology,  enjoys  playing  his 
handcrafted  clavichord. 

sang  for  a  visiting  journalist. 

Although  he  no  longer  sings  in 
the  Cathedral  choir  where  he  was  a 
counter-tenor  for  decades,  Dr.  El¬ 
linwood  still  drives,  still  flies  across 
the  country  to  visit  family  and  can 
still  easily  retrieve  data  from  one  of 
his  seven  published  books — on 
medieval  music,  church  music  and 
hymnology — or  from  a  score  of 
scholarly  papers  he  has  delivered. 

’Undoubtedly  Methodist' 

“How  do  you  like  this  one?” 
he  asked,  pointing  to  a  historic 
folk  hymn.  “Undoubtedly  Meth 
odist,”  he  said,  adding  that  he 
had  cited  it  at  an  international 


meet  in  Budapest  in  1983.  It 
read: 

I  saw  a  wayworn  preacher 
In  rusty  garments  clad 
He  traveled  on  a  circuit — 

The  roads  were  very  bad. 

His  work  was  in  the  mountains 
Where  all  are  poorly  paid 
He  could  not  make  a  living 
Without  a  little  aid. 

How  did  a  man  who  was  a  pia¬ 
nist,  trumpeter,  organist,  band 
and  orchestra  conductor,  singer 
and  music  teacher  go  the  way  of 
the  library  stacks  rather  than  the 
concert  stage? 

As  Dr.  Ellinwood  explained  it 
during  an  interview  at  his  Wash¬ 
ington  home,  “my  life  got 
grooved  into  research”  after  he 
discovered  that  he  had  become 
deaf  in  one  ear,  the  result  of  a 
mastoid  operation  in  the  1920s. 

The  handicap  has  never  much 
bothered  him,  he  said,  but  he  re¬ 
alized  when  conducting  the 
Michigan  State  University  or¬ 
chestra  in  East  Lansing,  where  he 
taught  in  the  late  1930s,  that  if  he 
'moved  his  head  to  direct  the 
brass  or  woodwinds,  he  couldn’t 
hear  the  string  players. 

Better  move  to  Washington,  he 
thought.  There  he  took  a  post  in 
the  Library  of  Congress’  Music 
Division,  later  moving  to  and 
heading  the  Subject  Cataloging 
Division  of  the  Humanities  Sec¬ 
tion  for  1 5  years. 

Dr.  Ellinwood  found  a  house 
close  to  the  National  Cathedral 


and  chose  to  be  confirmed  there 
shortly  after  his  1940  move  to 
Washington. 

Raised  an  Adventist 

Although  raised  in  an  Advent¬ 
ist  Christian  Church  in  Littleton, 
N.H.,  and  having  earned  his 
bachelor’s  degree  at  the  Advent¬ 
ists’  Aurora  College,  Dr.  Ellin¬ 
wood  had  been  attracted  to  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  its  liturgy 
since  1920.  He  was  a  senior  in 
high  school  and  regularly  prac¬ 
ticed  playing  on  the  organs  in 
Littleton’s  Episcopal,  Unitarian, 
Methodist  and  Baptist  churches. 

Ordained  a  deacon  in  1948,  he 
served  as  an  assistant  at  the  Ca¬ 
thedral  for  many  years.  He  cred¬ 
its  his  call  to  the  diaconate  as 
simply  “a  desire  to  give  Commu¬ 
nion  to  the  2,000  people  who 
came  to  receive  every  Sunday.” 

Among  his  favorite  memories 
is  a  1966  trip  to  London  during 
which  the  Cathedral  Choir  re¬ 
placed  the  vacationing  choir  of 
Westminster  Abbey  for  three 
weeks. 

Known  as  “Doc”  to  many  of  his 
Cathedral  friends  because  of  his 
doctorate  from  the  Eastman 
School  of  Music — the  first  award¬ 
ed  in  musicology  by  the  university, 
Dr.  Ellinwood  also  recalled  memo¬ 
rable  moments  from  his  long  ca¬ 


reer  at  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Shortly  after  arriving  at  his  new 
job  he  was  asked  to  help  pack  rare 
books  as  a  precaution  following 
the  Japanese  attack  on  Pearl  Har¬ 
bor.  While  boxing  treasures  for 
storage  at  Fort  Knox  one  of  his  co¬ 
workers  secretly  slipped  the  origi¬ 
nal  manuscript  of  “The  Star 
Spangled  Banner”  into  a  carton  of 
rare  books.  When  it  was  needed 
before  the  war’s  end,  Dr.  EUing- 
wood  suddenly  found  himself  ask¬ 
ing,  “which  box?” 

Counts  many  joys 

Dr.  Ellinwood  easily  counts 
the  many  joys  of  his  life:  Mar¬ 
riage  for  more  than  60  years  to 
his  late  wife,  Lera;  visiting  his 
two  sons — John,  an  aerospace 
worker,  and  Robert,  a  musicolo¬ 
gist — and  six  grandchildren; 
summering  at  the  cottage  the 
family  has  owned  on  Lake  Win- 
nipesaukee  through  five  genera¬ 
tions  and  playing  the  clavichord. 

The  instrument,  handcrafted  in 
1937  by  John  Challis,  contains  en¬ 
graved  on  its  cover  a  Latin  inscrip¬ 
tion  which  best  describes  the  life 
of  this  octogenarian  music  man. 
Its  English  translation  reads:  “Mu¬ 
sic  is  the  companion  of  joy,  the 
medicine  against  sorrow.” 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Teaneck,  NJ. 


Older-adult  ministry  group  braves  snow  to  organize 


By  CHERYL  A.  CAPSHAW 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — There  may 
have  been  snow  on  the  roofs, 
but  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Older  Adult  Minis¬ 
tries  warmed  to  its  task  anyway. 

Mandated  by  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  commit¬ 
tee  organized  March  13-14  as 
the  “blizzard  of  the  century’ 
swept  across  the  eastern  U.S. 


Bad  weather  kept  the  atten¬ 
dance  to  10  of  the  21  mem¬ 
bers.  Nonetheless,  those 
present  selected  officers  and 
set  goals  for  1993-96. 

Eleanor  Richardson  of  De¬ 
catur,  Ga.,  was  elected  chair¬ 
woman.  Serving  with  her  are 
Marvin  McReynolds  of  Stock- 
ton,  Kan.,  vice  chairman;  Cec¬ 
il  Marcellus  Jr.  of  Reidsville, 
N.C.,  secretary;  and  Mattie 


Henderson  of  Cincinnati,  trea¬ 
surer. 

Committee  members  identi¬ 
fied  1993-96  goals  as: 

/  Helping  church  leaders 
gain  -knowledge  and  training 
for  older-adult  ministries; 

■/  Developing  a  certification 
program  for  people  trained  in 
older-adult  ministries; 

•f  Developing  an  associa¬ 
tion  of  leaders  of  older-adult 


ministries; 

/  Planning  for  a  national 
gathering  related  to  older- 
adult  ministries; 

/  Developing  ways  for  old¬ 
er  adults  to  be  more  involved 
with  persons  in  other  age 
groups  in  the  local  church, 
particularly  in  missions  and 
the  church  school. 

The  committee  relates  to  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Newsletter  marks  20  years  as  a  connecting  link 


"The  tough  time  is  getting  all  of  the  yearly  annual 
conference  reports  in  a  four-week  period." 

— Richard  Peck,  Newscope  editor 


By  DIANE  HU1E  BALAY 

Associate  editor 

Newscope,  a  four-page  weekly 
newsletter  produced  by  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  and 


read  by  some  9,000  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  nationwide,  recently 
celebrated  its  20th  anniversary. 

Editor  Richard  Peck  sees  the 
newsletter  as  a  connecting  link  for 


annual  conference  leaders  and  pas¬ 
tors  interested  in  issues  facing  the 
larger  church. 

He  admits  that  the  staff  has  had 
some  tough  times  and  some  exciting 
times. 

“The  tough  time  is  getting  all  of 
the  yearly  annual  conference  re¬ 
ports  in  a  four-week  period,”  he 
said.  “We  are  the  only  source  of 
that  information.” 

Then  there  are  the  times  when 
readers  don’t  like  the  contents  of 
the  news  they  read,  Mr.  Peck  con¬ 
tinued,  laughing,  which  results  in  a 
“kill  the  messenger  syndrome”  of 
nasty  letters  to  the  editor. 

What  was  the  most  exciting  time 
in  Newscope’s  20  years? 

“The  trip  to  La  Paz,  Bolivia,  last 
fall  was  certainly  one  of  the  more 
exciting  chapters  of  Newscope,” 
Mr.  Peck  said. 

He  went  to  the  South  American 


country  to  gather  a  firsthand  report 
on  a  highly  volatile  situation  in  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of 
Bolivia.  Mr.  Peck  said  he  was 
caught  there  between  two  factions 
of  the  church,  each  of  whom 
claimed  a  different  bishop  as  the 
church’s  legal  leader. 

The  argument  erupted  in  violence 
and  various  parties  ended  up  in  jail, 
in  court  or  in  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Peck  was  not  among  them. 
His  report  was  subsequently  pub¬ 
lished,  in  abridged  form,  in  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Newscope  usually  is  produced 
more  quietly  from  Publishing 


House  offices  in  Nashville. 

The  first  issue  of  Newscope  was 
dated  March  2,  1973.  Its  founding 
editor  and  head  until  1976  was 
John  A.  Lovelace,  now  editor  of  the 
Reporter. 

Charles  Hightower  was  Newscope 
editor  from  1976-77,  Mr.  Peck  from 
1977-1986,  Bette  Prestwood  from 
1986-1991  and  Thomas  Tozer  from 
1991-1992. 

Mr.  Peck,  who  was  the  newslet¬ 
ter’s  editorial  director  from  1986- 
1991  while  carrying  on  other 
editorial  duties  with  the  Publishing 
House,  resumed  the  position  of 
Newscope  editor  in  1992. 

Mr.  Peck  told  the  Reporter  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  keep  the  position  for  the 
foreseeable  future  because  of  bud¬ 
get  cutbacks. 

“We  have  gone  from  a  staff  of 
three  full-time  people  to  one  part- 
time  person,”  he  said. 

Newscope,  he  said,  is  self-sup¬ 
porting,  and  its  subscription  list  has 
“held  up  fairly  consistently  over  the 
years.” 

Immediately  preceding  the 
church’s  General  Conferences, 
which  meet  every  four  years,  sub¬ 
scriptions  go  up  to  about  12,000,  he 
said,  as  readers  follow  the  church’s 
latest  legislative  news.  Circulation 
drops  again  after  the  meeting. 

Study  focuses 
on  black  church 

DAYTON,  Ohio— A  panel  of  10 
experts  met  recently  to  organize  its 
study  of  “Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  for  the  2 1  st  Century.” 

Requested  by  the  1992  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  the 
group  relates  to  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Indi¬ 
ana  Area)  was  elected  chairman, 
and  Priscilla  A.  (Dee-Dee)  Buffing¬ 
ton  of  Gresham,  Ore.,  recording 
secretary. 


CLASSIFIED 


Y  OUTH  DIRECTOR.  4000-MEMBER,  multiple 
staff  church  adjacent  to  Oklahoma  University 
campus.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Search 
Committee,  McFarlin  Methodist  Church,  Box 
6390,  Norman,  OK  73070-6390. _ 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired  for  a  grow¬ 
ing,  friendly,  caring  and  very  active  church.  Ap¬ 
proximately  20  hours  per  week.  Responsibilities 
would  be  in  the  areas  of  new  member  visitation 
and  congregational  care  as  well  as  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  liturgist.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to: 
Roseland  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
l?T  Roseland.  FL  32957, _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION: 
Christian  education  degree  with  some  experience 
preferred.  Salary  according  to  experience  and 
qualifications.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221- 
0626  or  fax  your  resume  to:  (505)  887-3516,  attn: 
Tom  Rutledge.  D.A. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1000- 
member  church.  Experience  required.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  Airline  United  Methodist 
Church,  165  West  Road,  Houston,  TX  77Q37, 
YOUTH  DIRECTOR/EDUCATIONAL  Assis¬ 
tant  United  Methodist  Church  background  and 
work  experience  preferred.  Christian  Education 
training,  self  motivated  with  administrative  ability. 
College  graduate  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  FUMC 
Resume,  P.O.  Box  1661,  Sanford,  FL  32772. 
DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  grow¬ 
ing  '00 -r  member  Houston  residential  church. 
Excellent  adult,  children's  choir  and  handbell 
program  in  place.  Part-time  salary  10-I2K+  ne- 
gotiaole  with  experience.  Send  resume,  refer¬ 
ences.  repertoire  list  of  anthems  and  any  major 
works  conducted  to:  The  Rev.  David  Lanagan, 
St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church,  600  Pecore, 
Houston,  TX  77009. _ 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Hondo,  Tex¬ 
as.  40  miles  west  of  San  Antonio,  is  seeking  a  Music 
Director,  pianist,  organist  or  combination  leading  to  a 
total  music  program,  1006  16th  Street,  Hondo,  TX 
78861 .  (210)  426-2073.  8:30  a.m.-l:00  p.m. _ 

CHRISTIAN  YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Responsible 
for  directing  ministries  to  youth  which  provide  en¬ 
try.  initiation,  and  integration  into  congregational 
life  and  which  provide  for  spiritual  growth  and 
faith  development.  Applicants  should  send  a  cover 
letter,  resume,  and  three  letters  of  recommendation 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Attn:  Joseph 
Parker,  1005  Stover,  Fort  Collins,  CO  80524. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position 
open,  Please  send  resume  to:  Western  Hills  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  524  Thunderbird,  El  Paso. 
TX  7<4912.  For  information  call:  (915)584-2133. 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  with  pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  for  children  and  adult  programs 
for  suburban  church  with  average  attendance  of  1 90 
children.  90  youth,  and  240  adults  in  Sunday  School, 
plus  strong  Wednesday  night  program.  Kid’s  Klub, 
childrens  church  and  choir  programs.  Send  resume 
to:  Saint  Stephen  UMC,  4600  S.  Western,  Amarillo. 
TX  79109  or  call  (806)  355-7271. _ 

TWO  POSITIONS  NEEDED  in  growing  1300- 
member  downtown  UMC  50  miles  NW  of  Nash¬ 
ville  Each  must  be  team  oriented  and  dedicated  to 
empowering  the  laity.  Professional  Christian  Edu¬ 
cator  needed  to  guide  and  resource  a  fully-graded 
educational  ministry  with  average  SS  attendance  of 
352  plus  numerous  weekday  events.  Professional 
Church  Musician  needed  to  coordinate  and  lead  a 
thriving  fully-graded  music  ministry  with  9  hand¬ 
bell  (5  octaves  of  Malmark),  2  children's,  1  youth, 
and  i  chancel  choirs,  unique  1 893  Jardine  pipe  or¬ 
gan.  and  much  more  great  potential!  Compensa¬ 
tion  packages  negotiable  based  on  experience  and 
credentials.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Dr. 
Price  Hopson,  do  Madison  Street  UMC.  P.O.  Box 
864.  Clarksville,  TN  37041. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  (some  children's  and  local  mission  work). 
Austin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Waco,  downtown  church  of  2200  members.  Re¬ 
building  small  youth  group  with  potential.  Excel¬ 
lent  facilities  and  congregational  support.  Salary: 
S 1 8.000-S2 1 ,000  plus  benefits,  depending  on 
training  and  experience.  Position  available  June 
1,  1993.  Please  send  resume  to:  Austin  Avenue 
Personnel  Committee,  1 300  Austin  Avenue, 
Waco,  TX  76701. 


DIRECTOR  OF  LAY  MINISTRIES  wanted  for  a 
mid-size  United  Methodist  Church.  Prior  experi¬ 
ence  with  United  Methodist  education  program/ 
ministries  desired.  Please  contact:  Rev.  Steve 
Campbell,  3402  South  Jackson,  Amarillo,  TX 
79109.  Telephone:  (806)  376-6182. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
rapidly  growing  2200-member  baby-boomer  con¬ 
gregation  in  Orlando,  Florida.  Current  Sunday 
School  enrollment  over  600.  Person  must  have 
demonstrated  abilities  in  creative  program  devel¬ 
opment,  supervision  of  extended  educational 
programs,  leader  recruitment  and  training,  and 
skills  for  working  with  persons  of  wide-ranging 
faith  backgrounds.  Send  resume  by  May  1  to: 
Search  Committee,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  4851  S. 
Apopka-Vineland  Road,  Orlando,  FL  32819. 

ISLE  OF  HOPE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  412  Parkersburg  Road,  Savannah,  GA 
31406,  (912)  355-8527.  Full-time  Organist/ Assis¬ 
tant  Director  of  Music  for  a  rapidly  growing, 
1600  +  member  church.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude:  assist  Director  of  Music  in  coordinating 
multi-faceted  music  program,  serve  as  organist 
for  all  worship  services,  direct  handbell  program. 
Must  possess  excellent  keyboard  skills.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable,  benefits  and  nice  house  available.  Send 
resume  to:  Lynn  A.  Drake,  Director  of  Music  by 
May  15,  1993. _ 

BRING  YOUR  GROUP  TO  NEW  ENGLAND. 
Rolling  Ridge  UM  Conference  Center,  North  An¬ 
dover,  Massachusetts,  is  available  for  groups. 
Conveniently  located  near  New  Hampshire, 
Maine,  Boston,  Cape  Cod.  Accommodations  and 
meals  available  for  maximum  65.  Peaceful 
grounds  located  on  lake,  pool,  athletics.  Contact 
Craig  (508)  682-88 15.  Fax  (508)  68 1-1 162. 

EARN  SI 00s  TO  Si 000s  MORE  EACH  Fund¬ 
raiser!  Huge  manual  shows  you  how!  Free  infor¬ 
mation:  B.C.  Creations,  5118  Hursh  Road,  Dept. 
201,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  46845. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
»NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507, _ 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo 
for  lease  weekly:  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 
Call  (214)  239-5061 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! _ 

YOUR  ENGLISH  ANCESTRY  Researched. 
Free  consultation,  professional  attention,  budget 
programs,  competitive  rates.  Full  birth  briefs, 
family  trees  and  histories  properly  prepared.  For 
full  details  and  advice  write  to:  Roots  In  England, 
Glenn  A.  Harrison,  Woodlands,  High  Areal 
Road.  Himley,  West  Midlands.  DY3  4DB  En¬ 
gland.  Please  state  your  interest  and  send  immi¬ 
grant  parents,  grandparents  vital  records. 
Historical  note:  Bishop  Asbury's  Home  is  10 
miles  from  Himley. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  to  assume 
leadership  of  existing  middle  school-senior  high 
youth  program  in  a  700-member  PCUSA  church. 
Preferred  qualifications:  a  commitment  to  Christ 
and  a  love  of  kids.  Will  consider  various  levels  of 
education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Youth 
Director  Search  Committee,  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1006,  Longview,  TX  75606. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO 


Wesley's  works  go  to  World  Council 

GENEVA,  Switzerland — The  14  volumes  of  the  Bicentennial  Edition 
of  the  works  of  Methodism's  founder,  john  Wesley,  have  been  add¬ 
ed  to  the  library  of  the  Ecumenical  Center,  headquarters  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  Robert  K.  Feaster,  publisher  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  presents  the  works  to  the  Rev. 
Konrad  Raiser,  WCC  general  secretary.  Looking  on  is  WCC  Deputy 
General  Secretary  Mercy  Oduyoye,  a  Methodist  from  Ghana. 


“IS  A  SOUL 
WORTH  $15?” 


CATARINA  was  born  April  23,  1985,  in 
Guatemala.  Life  is  a  daily  struggle  for  her  and  her 
poverty-stricken  family.  She  has  been  accepted  at 
a  Christian  orphanage,  and  Catarina  will  receive 
food  for  body  and  spirit  IF  someone  sponsors  her. 
WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO:  For  only  $15  a  month-  50 
cents  a  day-  you  could  sponsor  a  child  who  has 
lived  on  the  ragged  edge  of  poverty.  You  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  child's  picture,  name  and  address.  You 
may  correspond  with  the  child,  and  you'll  receive 
a  reply.  No  contracts  are  signed  with  World’s 
Children,  Inc.  and  a  sponsorship  can  last  for 
any  length  of  time.  Only  one  sponsor  is  assigned 
per  child.  All  donations  are  tax  deductible,  as  the 
corporation  is  U.S.  government  approved.  A  copy 
of  the  WCI  financial  audit  will  be  sent  to  you,  in¬ 
dicating  89%  of  funds  received  were  sent  over¬ 
seas  for  the  children  in  1992.  If  a  sponsor  chooses 
to  send  a  birthday  monetary  gift,  or  a  Christmas 
one,  100%  is  sent  on  to  the  child.  God's  needy 
children  are  waiting  for  someone  to  say,  "I  care”. 
Children  are  available  for  sponsorship  in  Guatema¬ 
la,  India,  Mexico,  and  Taiwan.  Please  write  today: 


APRIL  2,  1993 


Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Frontier  church  scores  hit  on  TV 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

At  a  time  when  the  popular  me¬ 
dia  rarely  portray  the  church  in  a 
positive  light,  it  is  gratifying  to  see 
the  prominent  role  of  the  church  in 
many  episodes  of  the  successful 
CBS  television  series  "Dr.  Quinn, 
Medicine  Woman.” 

The  preacher.  Reverend  Johnson 
(Geoffrey  Lower),  is  portrayed  as 
compassionate  and  forward-think¬ 
ing,  sometimes  overly  cautious  but 
willing  to  learn. 

It  was  the  reverend  who  adver¬ 
tised  for  a  physician  for  the  growing 
frontier  town — and  thought  he  was 
getting  Dr.  Michael  A.  Quinn. 

He  refuses  at  first  to  consider  a 
woman  for  the  job  but  relents  in  the 
face  of  Dr.  Mike’s  persistence. 

He  initially  will  do  nothing  more 
than  sign  a  petition  to  free  a  Native 
American  Col.  Custer  intends  to  ex¬ 
ecute  unjustly  but  soon  is  persuad¬ 
ed  to  conspire  to  help  him  escape. 

Panned  by  critics 

Most  TV  critics,  the  record 
should  show,  panned  this  series 
when  it  debuted  in  January.  They 
thought  it  was  sappy  and  saccha¬ 
rine,  so  “politically  correct”  that  it 
was  anachronistic. 

Their  condemnations,  however, 
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reveal  how  little  these  media  ma- 
vens  know  about  American  history. 

The  series  is  built  around  the  ex¬ 
ploits  of  Dr.  Michael  Quinn  (played 
by  Jane  Seymour),  a  newly-graduat¬ 
ed  surgeon  who  establishes  a  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  Colorado  Territory  in 
1867  and  cares  for  three  children 
when  their  mother  dies. 

Several  prominent  critics  brand¬ 
ed  ludicrous  the  idea  of  a  female 
doctor  on  the  post-Civil  War  fron¬ 
tier.  In  reality,  two  medical  schools 
in  the  United  States  accepted  wom¬ 
en  during  this  period — and  they  of¬ 
ten  found  begrudging  acceptance  as 
physicians  only  by  heading  West. 

There,  talented  women  who  had 
managed  to  get  a  good  education 
were  needed  badly  enough  to  over¬ 
come  local  prejudice.  It  was  in  Wy¬ 
oming  in  1869,  for  example,  that 
Esther  Morris  became  our  nation’s 
first  female  judge. 

Slaves  went  west,  too 

The  two  black  characters  in  “Dr. 
Quinn”  have  been  labeled  by  critics 
as  liberal  fantasies,  yet  the  truth  is 
that  newly-freed  slaves  also  hit  the 
trail  westward,  even  before  the  Civ¬ 


il  War. 

Clara  Brown,  for  one,  who  helped 
start  two  Methodist  congregations  in 
Colorado,  also  founded  Central  City, 
which  rivaled  Denver  in  the  early 
1 860s  as  Colorado’s  leading  city. 

Part  of  the  appeal  of  this  series  is 
doubtless  the  presence  of  Joe  Lando 
as  the  mountain  man  Sully  who  reg¬ 
ularly  comes  to  Dr.  Quinn’s  rescue. 
His  sympathy  for  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans — and  Dr.  Mike’s — seems  to 
many  reviewers  to  be  altogether  too 
good  to  be  true. 

The  fact  is,  though,  that  while 
some  settlers  were  bigots,  many  oth¬ 
er  pioneers  lived  among,  learned 
from,  were  adopted  by  and  married 
Native  Americans. 

The  post-Civil  War  era  was  a 
time  of  enormous  social  change  in 
this  country  in  which  strong  pro¬ 
gressive  forces  emerged  which 
championed  the  cause  of  underdogs 
(a  fine  American  tradition)  and 
tried  to  embody  the  Gospel  in  the 
world  in  new  ways. 

Critics  have  ridiculed  the  way  re¬ 
cent  episodes  have  included  a  group 
of  beleaguered  Scandinavian  immi¬ 
grants  who  are  received  none  to 
readily  by  the  townsfolk.  Indeed, 
the  Old  West  always  included  many 
newcomers  to  our  shores.  In  1870, 
three  out  of  every  ten  westerners 


were  foreign-bom. 

Little  confidence  shown 

CBS  initially  had  little  confidence 
in  the  series  and  assigned  it  Satur¬ 
day  night  at  8  p.m.  (Eastern  Time) 
when  few  people  were  watching  the 
small  screen  and  hardly  any  were 
tuned  into  CBS. 

“Dr.  Quinn,  Medicine  Woman,” 
it  turns  out,  is  a  program  whole 
families  are  enjoying. 

It  is  popular  not  only  with  the  old¬ 
er  women  the  CBS  hoped  to  reach 
but  also  with  younger  women,  chil¬ 
dren,  teens,  and  young  men.  It  has, 
singlehandedly,  lifted  the  network 
from  fourth  place  in  the  Saturday  rat¬ 
ings  to  first  for  the  entire  evening. 

Perhaps  “Dr.  Quinn,  Medicine 
Woman"  has  such  enormous  appeal 
precisely  because  it  is  not  a  simply 
saccharine  escape.  It  eschews  gratu¬ 
itous  violence,  sex  and  swearing  yet 
reminds  us  about  both  the  good  and 
bad  in  our  nation’s  history. 

Perhaps  in  these  days  of  enormous 
change  and  a  renewed  search  for  val¬ 
ue  to  live  by  we  see  in  “Dr.  Quinn, 
Medicine  Woman”  a  celebration  of 
faith  and  ideals  we  still  need. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay  Shore 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Long  Is¬ 
land  (N.Y.)  and  frequently  reviews 
films  and  television  for  the  Reporter. 


Album  showcases  ' New  Songs  of  Zion 


By  M.  GARUNDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  many  faces  of  black  U.S. 
church  music — from  18th-centu¬ 
ry  slave  spirituals  to  gospel- 
tinged  versions  of  hymns  like  “In 
the  Garden" — fuse  with  rap,  jazz 
and  chorale  on  a  new  album  pro¬ 
duced  in  cooperation  with  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“New  Songs  of  Zion”  is  a  mu¬ 
sical  collaboration  by  Nashville- 
based  record  producers  and 
United  Methodist  vocalist  Cyn¬ 
thia  Wilson-Felder  of  Dallas. 

Ms.  Wilson-Felder  has  gained 
national  acclaim  in  religious  cir¬ 
cles  for  her  three-octave-range  in- 
terpretation  of  sacred  music, 
from  Mozart  to  Mahalia  Jackson. 

Release  set  in  July 

“New  Songs,”  a  collection  of 
1 1  songs  produced  by  musicians 
Moses  Dillard  and  Jesse  Boyce  of 
New  Freedom  Music,  is  set  for 
release  this  July  by  Warner  Alli¬ 
ance  Records,  the  gospel  music 
division  of  Warner  Brothers. 
New  Freedom  is  a  music  subsid¬ 
iary  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications. 

A  companion  resource  for  lo¬ 
cal  church  musicians,  including  a 
cassette  and  a  songbook,  will  be 
released  later  this  year. 

Ms.  Wilson-Felder’s  debut  of 
songs  from  the  album  prompted 
standing  ovations  from  700  par¬ 
ticipants  in  last  month’s  25th-an- 
niversary  conference  of  the 
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United  Methodist  musician  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder  is  featured 
on  a  new  album  of  black  worship-experience  music  ranging 
from  Mozart  to  Mahalia  (see  accompanying  story). 


United  Methodist  caucus,  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal. 

Mr.  Dillard,  New  Freedom’s 
executive  director  and  a  singer- 
guitarist,  said  the  aim  of  New 
Freedom  is  to  sell  traditional 
music  to  a  new  generation  by 
translating  black  genres  to  a  com¬ 
plex  society. 

“The  Bible  began  as  oral  sto¬ 
ries;  then  it  was  written  in  He¬ 
brew  and  Latin,  and  finally  in 
English  and  other  modem  lan¬ 
guages,”  said  Mr.  Dillard,  asso¬ 


ciate  pastor  of  Edgehill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nashville. 

“If  religious  music  is  to  en¬ 
dure,  we  have  to  make  it  also 
make  sense  to  new  generations.” 

With  Ms.  Wilson-Felder  as  fea¬ 
tured  artist,  the  album  boasts 
new  musical  spins  on  some  of  the 
best  loved  songs  from  black 
Christian  history. 

The  singer  praised  the  album’s 
mixture  of  African  and  African- 
American  and  European  reli¬ 
gious  traditions. 


“The  spiritual  (besides  Native 
American  music)  is  the  only  musi¬ 
cal  form  indigenous  to  America,” 
said  Ms.  Wilson-Felder,  a  United 
Methodist  diaconal  minister  and 
musical  director  at  Hamilton  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las. 

“Everything  else — American 
jazz,  gospel,  rock  and  rap — 
builds  on  the  spirituals. 

“Even  with  church  hymns 
from  European  traditions,  black 
Americans  took  the  words  but 
made  the  music  our  own.  We 
need  to  lay  claim  to  our  unique 
contributions  and  share  them 
with  the  world.” 

Rap  added 

New  Songs’  updated  version 
gives  “I  Ain’t  Gonna  Let  Nobody 
(Turn  Me  ’Round),”  a  chorus 
from  the  1 960s  civil-rights  era,  a 
’90s  sound,  courtesy  of  a  rap  riff 
by  hip-hop  artist  Mike  E. 

The  children’s  tune  “Jesus 
Loves  Me,”  is  rendered  as  a 
tender  ballad. 

African  drums  and  a  Shona-lan- 
guage  exultation  spoken  by  retired 
Zimbabwean  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  com¬ 
pose  the  lead-in  for  the  echoic 
spiritual  “Hush,  Hush,  Somebody 
Callin’  Mah  Name.” 

The  release  of  New  Songs  con¬ 
tinues  work  begun  in  the  early 
1980s  by  a  panel  of  black  United 
Methodist  theologians  and  musi¬ 
cians  who  created  the  hymnal 
“Songs  of  Zion.” 


Teacher  hears,  'Please  tell  us  another  story' 


Tell  me  the  stories  of  Jesus 
I  love  to  hear ; 

Things  I  would  ask  him  to  tell  me 


If  he  were  here: 

Scenes  by  the  wayside, 

Tales  by  the  sea, 

Stories  of  Jesus. 

Tell  them  to  me. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

A  Sunday  school  teacher  in  the 
village  of  New  Basford  in  Notting¬ 
ham,  England,  was  a  delightful  per¬ 
son  and  well  loved  by  the  boys  and 
girls  he  taught  each  Sunday. 

William  H.  Parker  told  Bible  sto¬ 
ries  in  such  an  interesting  way  that 
the  boys  and  girls  would  often  say, 
“Please  tell  us  another  story.” 

As  he  pondered  the  curiosity  of 


History 
of  Hymns 


the  children  one  Sunday  afternoon 
in  1885,  he  was  inspired  to  write 
this  hymn  about  “scenes,  tales,  and 
stories”  involving  Jesus. 

The  second  stanza  tells  of  the 
children  who  gathered  around  Je¬ 
sus,  and  the  third  stanza  describes 
Jesus’  entry  into  Jerusalem  that  is 
celebrated  on  Palm  Sunday. 

Into  the  city  I'd  follow 


The  children 's  band, 

Waving  a  branch  of  the  palm  tree 
High  in  my  hand: 

One  of  his  heralds, 

Ves,  I  would  sing 
Loudest  hosannas, 

“Jesus  is  King 7” 

Frederick  Challinor  composed 
the  tune  long  associated  with 
Parker’s  text  and  submitted  it  in  a 
competition  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Sunday  School  Union. 

The  winning  tune  was  published 
in  1905.  Challinor  published  more 
than  1 ,000  compositions. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Christ  the  Lord  Is  Risen  Today" 


Must  secretary  join  this  church? 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

25  years  later 

PITTSBURGH— Public  televi¬ 
sion's  Mister  Rogers  talks 
about  the  success  of  his  25- 
year-old  children's  program. 
The  star  of  "Mister  Rogers' 
Neighborhood''  is  an  or¬ 
dained  Presbyterian  minister. 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  friend  has  been  a  full-time 
secretary  in  a  church  for  1 1  years 
through  three  pastors.  We  are  both 
members  at  another  church. 

Last  fall  when  a  new  pastor  came, 
he  said  that  she  must  join  the 
church  to  keep  her  job.  He  is  mak¬ 
ing  it  very  uncomfortable  for  her. 

What  do  you  think  about  that? 

Ellie 

Dear  Ellie: 

Your  friend  is  fortunate  to  have  a 
concerned  friend  like  you. 

This  pastor  must  have  a  reason  for 


Dear  Deborah 


his  decision,  but  I  cannot  imagine 
what  it  is. 

Perhaps  your  friend  has  tried  to  talk 
with  him  about  it.  If  that  doesn't 
work,  she  must  look  for  other  options. 

Once  I  u’tzs  in  a  job  where  it  be¬ 
came  obvious  that  it  was  in  my  best 
interest  to  leave.  I  was  glad  to  get 
out  of  an  increasingly  difficult  situa¬ 
tion  and  avoided  gelling  fired,  which 
would  have  made  it  harder  to  gel  an¬ 
other  job.  Perhaps  your  friend  might 


want  to  consider  such  an  alternative. 

Many  limes  we  look  back  and  see 
that  God  was  with  us  through  a  very 
difficult  time,  even  when  we  were  not 
aware  of  it.  Those  who  trust  in  God 
can  adjust  to  changes  and  see  them 
as  new  opportunities  to  grow  in  faith 
and  a  closer  relationship  with  God. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deoorah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Easter  in  the  Holy  Land 

JERUSALEM — A  Greek  Orthodox  pilgrim  lights  a  candle  in  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  the  site  where  tradition  says  Je¬ 
sus  was  crucified.  During  Holy  Week,  thousands  of  pilgrims 
come  to  Israel  to  trace  the  footsteps  of  Christ. 


Did  pope  admit  an  error 
vis-a-vis  Galileo's  theory? 


Religious  News  Service 

It  was  an  oddball  story  from  the 
start  when  a  late-20th  century  pope 
got  around  to  dealing  with  an  issue 
nearly  four  centuries  old:  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  Galileo’s  theory  that 
the  earth  revolved  around  the  sun 
and  not  the  other  way  around. 

And  the  headlines  all  seemed  to 
giggle  at  the  prospects  of  Pope  John 
Paul  II  bringing  the  full  weight  of 
his  office  to  bear  on  an  astronomic 
truth  familiar  to  any  school  child. 

Many  of  the  headlines  were  as 
straightforward  and  uncomplicated 
as  that  in  “The  New  York  Times”: 
“Vatican  says  it  was  wrong  about 
Galileo.” 

But  the  pope’s  actual  words  fell 
far  short  of  that  headline  writer’s 
perception,  according  to  Robert  L. 
Spaeth,  an  academic  who  read  it 
and  set  out  on  his  own  quest  for 
truth. 

Dr.  Spaeth,  professor  of  liberal 


studies  and  director  of  the  Christian 
Humanism  Project  at  St.  John’s 
University  in  Collegeville,  Minn., 
was  intrigued,  and  not  a  little  sur¬ 
prised,  that  the  church  would  actu¬ 
ally  admit  to  error.  He  looked  to  the 
pope’s  text  to  find  the  exact  nature 
of  the  admission. 

Writing  in  the  March  26  edition 
of  “Commonweal,”  a  Catholic  mag¬ 
azine,  Dr.  Spaeth  argues  that  “no¬ 
where  in  the  pope’s  words  last  fall 
will  anyone  find  phrases  such  as 
’the  church  was  wrong,’  ‘the  Vati¬ 
can  erred’  or  the  like.” 

He  writes: 

“The  most  that  can  be  said  for 
the  pope’s  ‘admission’  is  that  he  im¬ 
plies  several  times  that  Galileo  was 
right  about  the  motion  of  earth  and 
sun,  and  somebody  else — but  not 
‘the  church’ — was  wrong. 

“Stated  in  this  way,”  says  Dr. 
Spaeth,  “such  an  ‘admission’  is  not 
exactly  a  startling  finding.” 


Newest  version  of  Bible 
aids  study  and  devotion 


"New  Revised  Standard  Version 
Reference  Bible  with  Apocrypha," 
(1993  Zondervan,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.)  Hardbound,  $19.99,  paper¬ 
back,  $14.99. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Serious  students  of  the  Bible, 
whether  they  be  devoted  laypeople 
or  ordained  clergy,  will  find  this 
new  version  excellent  for  study  and 
devotion. 

The  centerpiece  of  the  work  is  the 
New  Revised  Standard  Version  of 
the  Bible.  This  version  made  its  de¬ 
but  in  1989  as  a  product  of  a  trans¬ 
lators’  committee  for  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  This  body  holds  the 
copyright  on  the  Revised  Standard 
Version,  published  in  the  1950s. 

The  quality  of  the  earlier  version, 
known  popularly  as  the  RSV,  has 
made  it,  since  1977,  authorized  for 
use  by  all  major  Christian  churches: 
Protestant,  Anglican,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  and  Eastern  Orthodox. 

As  evidenced  by  the  clarity  and 
literary  beauty  of  its  texts,  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version  has 
maintained  this  standard  of  quality. 
However,  readers  will  gain  addi¬ 
tional  insight  into  the  painstaking 
care  behind  the  NRSV — as  it  has 
come  quickly  to  be  known — by 
reading  an  introduction  by  the  Rev. 
Bruce  M.  Metzger.  Dr.  Metzger, 
professor  emeritus  of  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  chaired  the 
translators’  team. 

Dr.  Metzger  explains  that  the 
NRSV’s  content  was  enhanced  by 
new  understandings  gained  by  bibli¬ 
cal  historians  through  their  re-ex¬ 
amination  of  ancient  texts, 
including  some  fragments  from  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 

In  addition,  the  language  of  the 
texts  was  selected  carefully  to  take 
into  account  changes  in  the  English 
language  for  accuracy,  clarity,  eu- 
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phony  and  current  usage. 

“We  have  resisted  the  temptation 
to  introduce  terms  and  phrases  that 
merely  reflect  current  moods  and 
have  tried  to  put  the  message  of  the 
Scriptures  in  simple,  enduring 
words  and  expressions  that  are  wor¬ 
thy  to  stand  in  the  great  tradition  of 
the  King  James  Bible  and  its  prede¬ 
cessors,”  Dr.  Metzger  wrote. 

The  publisher,  Zondervan,  has 
surrounded  the  Scriptures  with  ref¬ 
erences  and  study  helps  that  match 
the  quality  of  the  text. 

Inclusion  of  the  Apocrypha  gives 
Bible  students  an  introduction  to  a 
valuable  range  of  philosophical  ma¬ 
terial  from  our  Judeo-Christian  her¬ 
itage.  Some  of  the  Apocrypha’s 
“wisdom  literature,”  for  instance, 
contains  passages  of  immense  liter¬ 
ary  beauty  and  insight. 

Both  the  Apocrypha  and  the 
Scriptures  are  printed  with  a  center 
column  of  references  to  other  verses 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
that  help  to  illumine  meaning. 
However,  as  befits  the  distinction 
between  canonical  and  non-canoni- 
cal  writings,  nothing  in  the  Bible  is 
referenced  to  the  Apocrypha. 

A  concordance  in  the  back  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  indexed  maps  of  bib¬ 
lical  lands  and  a  set  of  study  helps. 
These  include  both  scholarly  refer¬ 
ences  and  devotional  guides  such  as 
“What  to  Read  When  the  Future 
Seems  Hopeless." 

Among  the  many  translations 
available  today,  this  outstanding 
rendition  of  the  New  Revised 
Standard  Version  stands  as  a  hu¬ 
man  testimony  to  the  enduring  spir¬ 
itual  power  of  the  Holy  Bible. 

Ms.  Astle  is  an  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Lafon  Nursing  Home  —  Loving,  Caring,  Sharing 


King  Gabriel  Vicknair  and  Queen  Eugenia  Mitchell,  along  with  their 
court. 


Carnival  Affair  —  Gary  Mattingly  of  WDSU-TV  was  Master  of  Cer¬ 
emonies. 


Much  emphasis  is  being  placed 
today  upon  age,  yet  the  question  in 
prose  —  "What  age  are  you?”  The 
Lafon  Nursing  Home  located  at 
4021  Cadillac  Street,  New  Orleans 
can  use  the  following  as  an  answer, 
because  it  nurtures  the  aged  in  a 
loving,  caring  and  sharing  outreach. 

Age  cannot  be  counted  by  the 
years  a  person  lives,  but  by  the  hope 
within  his  heart,  and  all  the  love 
one  gives.  How  young  you  are  does 
not  depend  upon  your  date  of  birth. 
How  old  you  are  is  not  measured  by 
your  time  upon  this  earth.  If  your 
heart  is  full  of  dreams  and  if  you  are 
among  those  with  an  eagerness  for 
life,  then  you  are  truly  young.  If  you 
see  no  beauty  in  all  that  you  behold 
and  care  not  for  your  fellowman, 
then  you  are  truly  old. 

Just  keep  living  and  the  keen  age 
will  come,  the  time  in  life  when  liv¬ 
ing  can  be  made  worthwhile. 

Lafon  Nursing  Home  operates  a 
well  rounded  schedule  with  living 
worthwhile  in  mind.  The  activities 
are  planned  to  involve  community 
support,  spearheaded  by  our  Activi¬ 
ty  Coordinator,  Jill  Boyd  who  pro¬ 
vides  T.V.  coverage  and  selection  of 
the  news  media  involvement 
throughout  the  year  for  many  of  our 
functions. 

Exciting  activities  sponsored  were: 

The  9th  Annual  Luncheon  and 
Fashion  Show  of  the  Lafon  Nursing 
Home  Auxiliary  held  at  Dillard 
University’s  Kearny  Hall  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  September  12,  1992.  Fashions 
were  by  the  Treasure  Chest.  De- 
lores  Dugas  is  Owner.  This  is  a  fund 
raising  activity  and  the  money  re¬ 


ceived  is  donated  to  the  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  to  be  used  as  needed 
for  equipment,  supplies,  and  re¬ 
pairs.  The  annual  meeting,  hosted 
by  the  New  Orleans  Assembly  No. 
1,  Order  of  the  Golden  Circle,  Mrs. 
Corinne  M.  Delaney,  Loyal  Lady 
Ruler,  was  held  at  the  Prince  Hall 
Masonic  Temple,  1614  Basin 
Street,  New  Orleans,  January  12, 
1993.  A  check  was  presented  to  E. 
Sandy  Lang,  Administrator  in  the 
amount  of  $5,000.00.  This  was  the 
largest  amount  presented.  The  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Myra- 
line  Jamison,  along  with  the  officers 
and  members,  worked  hard  for  the 
tremendous  success. 

The  Blue  Room  of  the  Fairmont 
Hotel  of  New  Orleans  was  a-glore, 
as  Friends  of  Lafon  Nursing  Home, 
Development  Director  Ted  Jones, 
Marketing  Committee  and  Board  of 


Directors  enjoyed  “Exciting  Sounds 
of  International  Pop/Jazz  Vocalist, 
Ms.  Ora  Reed,”  November  20, 
1992.  Ms.  Reed  is  a  native  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  was  recently  in  the  fea¬ 
tured  Symphony  Orchestra  as  part 
of  Pepsi  Pop  Concert.  This  was  a 
black  tie  occasion. 

A  much  looked  forward  event  — 
“Eighth  Annual  Carnival  Ball”  was 
held  on  February  16,  1993,  at  3:00 
p.m.,  at  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home. 
The  theme  for  the  ball  was  “Mardi 
Gras  in  Rio.”  It  featured  Curtis 
Pierre  and  members  of  Casa  Samba 
through  Young  Audiences.  The 
honorary  Ball  Captain  was  Ted 
Jones,  Development  Director.  The 
residents  of  the  Home,  along  with 
relatives,  friends  and  well  wishers 
enjoyed  a  delightful  fun  filled  eve¬ 
ning. 

Each  year  the  Lafon  Nursing 


Marilyn  Oden,  wife  of  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  and  Mr.  Sandy 
Lang,  Administrator  for  Lafon 
Methodist  Home,  smile  for  the 
camera. 

Home  Auxiliary  will  worship  as  a 
body  and  this  year  on  February  28 
the  Annual  Sit-In  Observance  was 
held  at  First  Street  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  New  Orleans,  Rever¬ 
end  Abraham  E.  Davis,  Minister. 
The  new  President,  Mrs.  Vera  Londy 
(serving  for  a  second  term),  other  of¬ 
ficers  and  members,  and  friends 
turned  out  in  appreciation  to  enjoy 
and  thank  God  for  the  many  bless¬ 
ings  for  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home. 
Through  the  continued  support  of 
our  concerned  supporters,  we  ask  for 
added  strength  to  continue  working 
with  the  Auxiliary. 

The  wives  of  the  Bishops  visiting 
in  New  Orleans  spent  the  afternoon 
in  January  touring  the  Lafon  Nurs¬ 
ing  Home,  while  the  Bishops  were 
conducting  a  special  meeting.  They 
were  able  to  fellowship  with  the  res¬ 
idents  and  admire  the  manner  and 


beauty  in  which  the  Lafon  Nursing 
Home  administrator,  staff  and  vol¬ 
unteers  nurture  their  residents. 

All  during  the  year  various  orga¬ 
nizations  sponsored  cheerful  mean¬ 


ingful  activities  to  assure  the 
residents  happiness  along  with  lov¬ 
ing  care  and  the  art  of  sharing. 

DO  COME  AND  VISIT  THE 
LAFON  NURSING  HOME! 


Utticers  (Jt  Laton  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary 

President . Mrs.  Veora  Lundy 

1st  Vice  President . Mrs.  Mildred  Washington 

2nd  Vice  President . Mrs.  Amelia  W.  Clark 

Recording  Secretary . Mrs.  Lillian  G.  Ross 

Corresponding  Secretary . Mrs.  Vertlee  Washington 

Financial  Secretary . Mrs.  Aremean  Robinson 

Treasurer . . . Mrs.  Azalea  M.  Stevenson 

Chaplain . Mrs.  Vivian  Dominique 

Parliamentarian  . . .  Mrs.  Francis  Smith 

Historian . Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell 

Publicity . Mrs.  Hazel  Webster 

Publicity . Mrs.  Corinne  M.  Delaney 

Nomination  Chairperson . Mrs.  Olivia  Spann 


Peoples  United  Methodist  Community  Center 


Peoples  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munity  Center  was  founded  in  1918 
and  organized  in  1922  by  a  group  of 
dedicated  clergy  and  laity  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to 
serve  the  Central  City  Area  of  New 
Orleans.  Originally  it  was  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  skills  center  to  train  la¬ 
borers.  It  later  developed,  out  of  a 
growing  need,  into  a  Day  Care  Cen¬ 
ter  offering  services  to  reach  out  to 
the  community.  Today,  Peoples  has 
become  a  vital  institution  in  the  in¬ 
ner  city  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  It  continues  to  keep  in  the 
forefront  its  historic  heritage  and 
legacy. 

Peoples  is  a  non-profit  institution 
that  maintains  its  primary  focus  on 
quality  care,  nurturing  and  early 
childhood  development  techniques. 
The  learning  concepts  currently  in 
place  will  enable  our  children  to  be 
better  prepared  for  entry  into  the 
main  stream  of  grade  school.  The 
outreach  ministry  not  only  touches 
the  lives  of  children  ages  0-5,  but 
also  includes  parental  guidance,  an 
active  PTA,  staff  and  parent  in¬ 
volvement,  as  well  as  an  after 
school  program  called  “Tutorial 
Latchkey”  and  Summer  Camp  for 
older  youths. 


Peoples  was  recently  awarded  a 
Class  A  License  by  the  State  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  Child  Care  Licensing  Board. 
This  recognition  was  granted  under 
the  Center’s  current  administration 
and  Board  of  Directors,  after  30 
years  of  operating  under  a  provi¬ 
sional  license. 

This  is  the  beginning  of  a  vision 
turning  into  reality.  The  future 
holds  great  promises  but  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  the  support  and 
interest  of  persons  who  wish  to  see 
Peoples  move  into  the  twenty-first 
century  with  a  definite  mission  to 
fulfill.  Our  goal  is  to  move  Peoples 
forward  beyond  its  current  minis¬ 
try.  The  mission  is  set  to  establish  a 
“Neighborhood  Rescue”  project  for 
boys  ages  10-13,  Enrichment  Pro¬ 
grams  for  our  current  enrollment, 
services  to  benefit  the  elderly  in 
Wellness  Programs,  parenting  skill 
workshops,  seminars  and  much 
more.  The  primary  focus  is  to  make 
a  difference  in  lives  and  community 
to  children  and  families. 

Peoples  is  not  yet  self  supporting 
and  relies  heavily  on  fees  (set  for  aT 
fordable  child  care),  grants,  contri¬ 
butions  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  Private  donations, 
Louisiana  Family  Services,  organi¬ 
zations,  the  Ruth  B.  Carter  Auxilia¬ 


ry,  United  Methodist  Women  and  Peoples  has  a  capacity  enrollment 
Men,  World  Foundation  of  Meth-  of  100  children.  Current  enrollment 
odist  Women,  and  the  United  Way  >s  at  76  and  Summer  Camp  will  in- 
of  Greater  New  Orleans  of  which  crease  this  number  under  a  separate 
Peoples  has  been  an  agency  of,  for  capacity  allowance.  Last  year  55 
over  fifty  years.  Additionally,  two  youths  enrolled  in  the  Summer  Pro- 
United  Methodist  local  churches  gram. 

have  officially  adopted  Peoples  as  Peoples  is  a  member  of  (LAMM) 
one  of  their  Mission  Projects.  They  Louisiana  Affiliation  of  Methodist 
are  Munholland  and  Felicity.  We  Ministries  and  the  Conference 
invite  more  local  churches  to  con-  Committee  on  Health  and  Welfare, 
sider  the  work  of  this  vital  Ministry  The  Board  of  Directors  consist  of 
for  Good  Samaritan  giving  and  the  1 6  members;  the  Center  has  a  staff 
needed  ministries  for  this  area.  of  1 3  individuals;  the  Executive  Di- 
We  ask  you  to  invite  us  to  come  rector  is  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell, 
and  speak  to  your  congregations  on  The  Center  is  located  at  2019  Si- 
“Mission  Awareness.”  Volunteers  rnon  Bolivar  Avenue,  New  Orleans, 
are  always  needed.  La.  70113,  (504)  524-1041. 


Chaplain  Paul  Durbin,  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital,  greets  the  mother  of  a  child  aided  by  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund. 


Methodist  Hospital,  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  Extend  Ministry  Needs 


Helping  people  in  times  of  dis¬ 
tress  is  an  important  part  of  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Methodist  Hospital.  As 
the  only  Methodist  healthcare  facil¬ 
ity  in  the  state,  Methodist  Hospital, 
through  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  carries  the  ministry  of  caring 
to  those  in  need  through  your  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund.  The  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
enables  many  to  receive  the  neces¬ 
sary  medical  care  who  would  other¬ 
wise  be  unable  to  afford  needed 
diagnostic  tests  and  therapeutic 
treatment. 

“Every  penny  goes  to  financial 
assistance,"  said  Chaplain  Durbin, 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Pas¬ 


toral  Care  at  Methodist  Hospital, 
“for  those  eligible  for  aid.  Residents 
outside  the  New  Orleans  area  are 
also  eligible.  The  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  offers  only  partial  assistance. 
Rarely  does  it  pay  the  total  amount 
of  charges  for  medical  services.” 

Chaplain  Durbin  recalled  an  el¬ 
derly  man  who  needed  assistance. 
“He  was  like  one  of  the  ten  lepers  in 
the  Bible,”  he  said.  “When  the  man 
was  able,  he  expressed  his  gratitude 
to  Jesus  by  donating  to  the  Fund  so 
that  others  would  receive  the  same 
care  and  concern.” 

The  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  through  meeting  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  patient,  has  found  that 


a  patient's  length  of  stay  has  been 
reduced. 

“My  spiritual  well-being  has  been 
a  significant  factor  in  my  overall  re¬ 
covery  and  health,”  stated  a  patient 
who  was  aided  by  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  and  the  Department  of 
Pastoral  Care.  “Chaplain  Durbin 
and  Chaplain  Nelson  have  helped 
me  —  and  my  family  —  get 
through  a  very  difficult  period.  I 
will  never  forget  what  they  have 
done  for  us  through  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund.” 

There  are  other  stories,  equally 
moving,  about  people  who  had  no¬ 
where  to  turn,  until  they  found  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund,  evidence  of 


Christ’s  love  on  earth.  A  child  need¬ 
ed  an  appendectomy.  Without  sur¬ 
gery,  many  complications  may  have 
arisen.  Her  parents  turned  to  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  for  needed  assis¬ 
tance.  An  elderly  woman,  whose 
health  prohibited  her  from  working, 
needed  surgery.  Being  55,  she  did 
not  qualify  for  Medicare.  She  too 
turned  for  help  to  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  at  Methodist  Hospital. 

Chaplain  Durbin  said,  “Your  gift 
to  the  Fund,  whether  large  or  small, 
will  enable  Methodist  Hospital  to 
fulfill  its  mission  to  help  those  in 
need.  Your  gift  will  touch  the  lives 
of  many,  and  thanks  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund,  we  are  able  to  help 
them.” 


A  former  patient,  assisted  by  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund,  expresses 
her  thanks  to  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson  for  her  spiritual  and  emotional 
support  during  a  difficult  period. 
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Blest 
be  the  tie 
that  binds 


Rev.  Ryan  Horton 


t,  many  times  during  the  singing  of  that  familiar  hymn  have  I 
into  the  faces  of  those  singing  and  have  truly  felt  connected  to 
Jfe  seems  to  carry  so  many  of  us  down  similar  roads,  and  we  can 
dentify  with  others1  woes  and  burdens.  That  binding  tie  is  what 
those  sympathizing  tears  to  flow. 

Not  only  do  I  rejoice  in  the  truth  that  1  am  one  with  my  brothers  and 
sisters  on  the  human  plain,  I  also  rejoice  in  another  way.  How  fortu¬ 
nate  we  are  to  be  part  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  its  connec- 
tional  system.  Through  our  church,  we  are  bound  to  one  another,  and  in 
this  union  “Our  hopes,  our  aims  are  one.” 

We  as  Louisiana  United  Methodists  are  coming  together  as  we  real¬ 
ize  our  dream  of  a  Conference  Center.  We’re  joining  with  United 
Methodists  all  over  Louisiana  to  fulfill  our  individual  responsibility  in 
making  the  Conference  Center  a  reality.  What  an  outpouring  of  sup¬ 
port  have  we  already  witnessed  in  the  Conference  Round-Up,  our  Dis¬ 
trict  Vesper  Services  and  in  our  individual  church  efforts.  This  hope, 
this  aim  is  connecting  us  in  a  more  positive  way. 
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In  my  mind’s  eye,  I  can  already  see  us  on  that  cele¬ 
brating  day,  when  for  the  first  time  we  come  together 
in  our  new  Conference  Center.  I  hear  us  singing  with 
gusto,  “Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,  our  hearts  in 
Christian  love  . . .  “  And  I  feel  our  emotions,  as  we 
invision  all  the  new  possibilities  of  the  ways  that  we 
are  going  to  be  brought  even  closer  together  in  that 
wonderful  tie  that  binds. 


Celebrating  The  Joy  Of  Easter! 


The  Lenten  season,  with  Easter 
Sunday  as  the  highlight,  is  such  a 
special  time  in  the  churches  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  as  it  is  else¬ 
where,  Local  congregations  are  cre¬ 
ative  in  their  services  and  other 
observances  of  the  season.  Lilies  on 
altars  and  special  music  by  choirs 
will  add  to  the  celebrations. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Howe,  pastor  of 
Cornerstone  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
urged  the  congregation  to  “Come 
and  proclaim  the  risen  Christ!  Hear 
the  joyful  sounds  of  the  “Hallelujah 
Chorus”  and  “Christ  Has  Risen  To¬ 
day”  as  they  fill  the  sanctuary  and 
spill  over  into  the  outside  world. 
Listen  as  the  news  of  His  Resurrec¬ 
tion  is  proclaimed  in  word  and 
song.  Experience  the  transforma¬ 
tion  of  the  cross  from  the  stark  in¬ 
strument  of  death  to  the  symbol  of 
God’s  grace.” 

Members  of  Cornerstone  will  take 
fresh  or  artificial  flowers  with  them  to 
the  services  to  place  on  the  cross. 

Christmas  to  Easter 

At  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  there 
is  a  developing  tradition  relating  to 
the  Lenten  cross. 


The  Christmas  tree  that  was  dec¬ 
orated  with  Crismons  is  saved  until 
Easter. 

“The  leaves  are  stripped  and  the 
trunk  and  other  main  branches  are 
used  to  form  a  cross  for  the  sanctu¬ 
ary,"  Nancy  Forsythe,  member  and 
church  secretary,  said.  “We’ve  been 
doing  that  for  two  or  three  years.” 

Draped  in  purple  during  the 
weeks  preceding  Easter,  the  cross 
will  be  arrayed  in  white  for  Easter 
Sunday.  “It  will  be  surrounded  by 
Easter  lilies  and  chrysanthemums.” 

Darkness  to  light 

At  Munholland  in  Metairie,  on 
Easter  Sunday  morning  for  each  of 
the  three  worship  services,  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  will  be  dark  as  it  was  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Good  Friday  ser¬ 
vice.  Members  of  the  congregation 
are  asked  to  enter  the  darkened 
sanctuary  in  silence.  The  service 
will  begin  with  the  entry  of  the 
Christ  Candle,  the  replacing  of  the 
symbols  and  progression  of  light. 

A  community-wide  Sunrise  Ser¬ 
vice  in  Sulphur  will  be  held  at  Mi¬ 
mosa  Pines.  The  Rev.  Dick 
Scott-Welch,  Maplewood  UMC, 


Sulphur,  will  preach. 

On  Easter  Sunday  morning  As¬ 
bury,  Bossier  City,  will  have  a  Sun¬ 
rise  Service  at  the  farm  of  members, 
Woodrow  and  Helen  Moore.  The 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor,  said, 
“We  will  sit  on  a  hillside  around  a 
lake  and  watch  the  sun  come  up 
over  the  water.  We  have  a  large  wood¬ 
en  cross.  Much  of  the  time  is  in  silent 
meditation,  listening  to  the  birds  sing. 
When  the  sun  comes  up,  the  youth 
lead  in  the  service.  Then  we  have  fel¬ 
lowship  and  a  light  breakfast.” 

Drama  at  Live  Oak 

Sandra  Soileau,  secretary  of  Live 
Oak  UMC,  Watson,  reported  that 
the  church  planned  a  special  Maun¬ 
dy  Thursday  service  on  April  8. 
"Members  of  the  congregation  will 
portray  Jesus  and  the  12  disciples  at 
the  Last  Supper,"  she  said.  “Actors 
will  be  in  full  costume  but  there  will 
be  no  speaking  parts.”  Special  mu¬ 
sic  and  Holy  Communion  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Rev.  Howard  B. 
Childs,  pastor,  were  slated  as  part 
of  the  service. 

“Is  It  1,  Lord?”  a  drama  and 
Communion  Service  were  sched¬ 


uled  for  Maundy  Thursday,  April  8, 
at  7  p.m.  in  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles  with  the  Rev.  Steven  M. 
Spurlock,  minister,  administering 
the  sacrament. 

Shreveport  Symphony 

Members  of  the  Shreveport  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  participated  in 
“All  in  the  April  Evening,”  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  sacred  music  in  Noel  UMC, 
Shreveport  where  Suzanne  Cate  is 
music  director.  The  April  4  pro¬ 
gram  featured  “Requiem”  by  Ga¬ 
briel  Faure.  Noel’s  Chancel  Choir, 
Choristers  and  Youth  Choir  pre¬ 
sented  various  parts  of  the  program. 

“The  Easter  Story”  from  Peter’s 
perspective  was  presented  on  Palm 
Sunday  at  First  UMC,  Homer. 
Members  of  Wesley  UMC  and  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  community  attended.  Pe¬ 
ter  was  played  by  the  Rev.  Terry 
Willis,  pastor,  and  elaborate  cos¬ 
tumes  and  scenery  for  each  of  the 
stations  of  the  cross  were  created  by 
church  members. 

Retired  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  is 
preaching  during  a  series  of  Holy 
Week  services  through,  Friday, 
April  9,  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
where  he  formerly  was  pastor. 
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Walter  Parker,  RIGHT,  Jim  Bennett,  LEFT,  and  Glenn  Thibodeaux, 
check  equipment  sent  to  Sager-Brown  by  Roger  Brofft  of  Cincinnati. 


State  budget,  taxes:  topics  at  bishop's  reception 


Daughter's  Spring  Break  Project 
Inspires  Cincinnati  Man's  Gifts 


Roger  Brofft  Of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
asked  his  daughter,  Heather,  "What 
are  you  doing  for  Spring  Break  this 
year?”  She  told  him  that  she  was 
planning  to  go  to  Baldwin  in  South 
Louisiana  to  work  on  Hurricane 
Andrew  relief.  She  and  other  stu¬ 
dents  would  be  helping  to  rebuild 
houses. 

Her  father  got  on  the  phone  and 
called  Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries  in  Baldwin.  There 
he  talked  to  Walter  Parker,  asking 
him  about  the  needs  for  building 
equipment  in  the  area  where  homes 
are  being  repaired  and  rebuilt. 

Parker  has  been  serving  as  a  vol¬ 
unteer  lay  person  in  the  area  since 
the  storm  hit  last  year,  so  he  was 
able  to  relate  the  needs.  Brofft  is  a 
Senco  dealer  whose  business  deals 
with  building  equipment. 

Parker  said  he  was  later  delighted 


t^fffelve-four  air  compressors,  two 
roof  nailers,  two  framing  nailers, 
connections  and  fittings  for  the 
equipment.  “They  also  sent  enough 
nails  to  build  10  homes,  Parker 
said,”  and  are  providing  three 
months  free  maintenance  for  the 
equipment  sent." 

Jim  Bennett,  regional  manager 
for  Senco  and  Glenn  Thibodeaux,  a 
resident  of  the  area  who  services 
equipment  Senco  sells,  supervised 
the  delivery. 

Over  her  Spring  Break  from  col¬ 
lege,  instead  of  going  to  the  beach  or 
other  spots  frequented  by  students 
weary  from  studies,  Heather  Broffi 
was  among  107  students  of  Wesley 
Foundations  from  four  universities 
who  came  to  Louisiana  to  work.  The 
schools  were  Purdue  University,  the 
University  of  Indiana,  Ball  State  and 
Butler  University. 


Rep.  Richard  Baker 
Lt.  Gov.  Schwegmann 
others  attend  event 

Rep.  Richard  Baker  of  the  United 
States  Congress,  Lt.  Gov.  Melinda 
Schwegmann  and  Louisiana  legisla¬ 
tors  attended  “Monday  Morning,” 
the  Bishop’s  Reception  on  the  open¬ 
ing  day  of  the  regular  session  of  the 
Louisiana  legislature.  They  were 
greeted  by  the  bishop,  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  other  clergy  and  lay 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  from  around  the  state. 

What  was  on  the  minds  of  both 
legislators  and  constituents?  The 
budget,  taxes,  cuts  in  expenditures 
and  services. 

Senator  Randy  L.  Ewing,  (Dist. 
35,)  United  Methodist  legislator, 
said  the  most  important  things 
coming  up  in  the  session  are  “legis¬ 
lation  affecting  children,  their  edu¬ 
cation  and  their  care,  whether  in 
dysfunctional  families,  in  our 


Marilyn  Oden's  Land  of  Sickles  &  Crosses 
book  on  C.I.S,  introduced  at  Global  Gathering 


The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  presented  Marilyn 
Brown  Oden’s  book,  Land  of  Sick¬ 
les  &  Crosses  at  the  Global  Gather¬ 
ing  held  recently 
in  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

The  book  by 
the  bishop's  wife 
is  about  the 
United  Method¬ 
ist  initiative  in 
the  C.I.S.  She 
has  been  to  Rus¬ 
sia  three  times 
and  had  read 
about  and  researched  extensively 
about  the  area  now  known  as  the 
C.I.S.  (Commonwealth  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  States). 

“I  had  about  two  months  to  write 
the  book,”  she  mentioned.  The 
board  provided  the  color  and  black 
and  white  photos  included  in  the 
publication.  Since  two  autograph 
signings  were  held  during  the  inter¬ 
national  event,  the  book  is  already 
being  distributed  to  many  parts  of 
the  world. 

It  is  a  history  of  Russian  Method¬ 
ism  and  is  a  good  resource  as  orien¬ 
tation  for  United  Methodists  who 
plan  to  travel  to  Russia. 

Louisiana's  role 

Mentioned  is  the  role  of  Bishop 
Oden,  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey.  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  Bishop  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  and  Lydia  Isto¬ 
mina  in  establishing  the  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  Church. 

Louisianians  also  will  enjoy  read¬ 


ing  about  the  Russian  Food  Lift  in 
which  they  participated  and  the 
broadcast  from  Shreveport  and 
Moscow  last  Easter. 

The  book  is 
written  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  late 
Spurgeon  M. 

Dunnam  III,  edi¬ 
tor/publisher  of 
The  United 
Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  The  writ¬ 
er  refers  to  his 
role  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  initiative  as  "his  last  missional 
venture  and  perhaps  his  most  influ¬ 
ential  one.” 

Praise  for  Writer 

Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  of  the 
Eurasia  Area,  in  a  foreword  wrote, 
“Marilyn  Oden  knows  much  of  this 
story  by  first  hand  experience,  and 
she  tells  the  stories  of  women,  men 
and  children  who  become  our 
friends  as  we  read  about  their  lives. 
She  has  done  extensive  research  to 
provide  insights  into  the  100  years 
of  Russian  Methodism  and  the 
1,000  years  of  Russian  Christian 
spirituality.  The  result  is  a  book 
that  introduces  the  reader  to  one  of 
the  most  exciting  parts  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  today,  and  invitation  to 
prayer  and  praise  ‘what  God  has 
wrought’  in  our  times.” 

In  another  foreword,  Bishop  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  of  the  Houston 
Area,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  president,  (former  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference)  said,  “Mari¬ 
lyn  Oden  has  recorded  these  recent 


activities  of  United  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple  in  Russia  against  the  back¬ 
ground  of  a  relationship  that  goes 
back  many  years.  Her  account  does 
two  things.  It  tells  a  story  that  will 
inspire  the  reader,  and  it  preserves 
for  history  a  modem  mission  story 
that  is  related  to  some  of  the  most 
dramatic  developments  of  the  last 
half  of  the  20th  Century.” 

The  book,  prepared  by  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Education  and  Cultivation 
Program  Department  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is  a 
resource  publication  which  may  be 
ordered  through  the  Service  Center, 
lt  also  will  be  available  in  a  book 
display  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport. 


Thibodaux,  Vacherie 
churches  exceed  goals 

Some  Conference  Center 
campaign  excitement  was  re¬ 
ported  by  the  Rev.  Deborah 
Drash,  pastor  of  First  UMC 
Thibodaux,  Vacherie  Charge. 

At  the  recent  Acadiana  District 
Celebration,  Vacherie  UMC  was 
given  a  goal  of  $  1 1 1  to  be  collect¬ 
ed  over  the  next  four  years,  but 
the  church  decided  to  commit 
$5,000  instead. 

In  the  larger  First  UMC,  Thi¬ 
bodaux,  a  goal  of  $1 1,570  was 
suggested.  However,  the  church 
committed  to  raise  $25,000. 


Marilyn  Oden 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden  visit  with  U.S.  Rep.  Richard  Baker  at  th 
Bishop  s  Reception  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Louisiana  legislature. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Rhoads  III  of  North  Shore  District  enterta 
Lt.  Gov.  Melinda  Schwegmann  af  the  reception  at  the  Louisiai 
Capitol. 


Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  Dr.  Rod  Kennedy,  Senator  Carl  Crane,  Ri 
Chris  Andrews  and  Rep.  Charles  McMains  at  Capitol. 


schools  or  our  day  care  centers.  We 
need  to  be  more  effective  in  taking 
care  of  our  young.” 

“Everything  starts  with  the  bud¬ 
get,  any  program  begins  with  the 
money,”  Ewing  added.  “You’ve  got 
to  have  the  dollars  to  make  the 
things  work.  I  advocate  the  prudent 
use  of  the  dollars  that  are  there  for 
the  common  good,  not  for  special 
interests.” 

He  said  he  would  again  present 
his  bill  for  a  tax  on  foreign  oil  pro¬ 
cessing  in  Louisiana. 

Another  United  Methodist  legis¬ 
lator,  Rep.  F.  Charles  McMains 
(Dist.  69,)  said,  “Government 
should  put  people  back  in  charge  of 
their  own  lives.”  He  believes  Loui¬ 
siana  tries  to  legislate  too  many 
things.  “Nowhere  in  the  country 
does  that  work,”  he  said.  “It  con¬ 
centrates  too  much  power  in  so  few 
hands.  On  the  local  level  we  need  to 
take  responsibility  for  our  own  ac¬ 
tions." 

Purpose  of  the  annual  reception 
is  to  give  opportunities  to  clergy 
and  laity  to  meet  their  legislators, 
the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  said. 

“It  also  provides  a  continuing  di¬ 
alogue  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Louisiana  Legisla¬ 
ture  relating  to  the  decisions  they 
make  that  affect  the  state  and  its 
people.” 

Cluster  training 
begins  April  12 

Cluster  Training  Workshops,  a 
new  phase  of  the  Conference  Center 
campaign,  will  begin  Monday,  April 
12,  and  continue  through  Friday, 
May  3.  The  clusters  are  small 
groups  of  churches  arranged  geo¬ 
graphically  within  districts. 

The  45  clusters  will  meet  to  orga¬ 
nize  and  learn  job  assignments. 

Churches  will  send  their  cam¬ 
paign  leaders  to  the  training  events. 
To  be  accomplished  at  the  training 
are  the  following  goals: 

■  Each  participant  will  be  in¬ 
formed  of  his  or  her  responsibilities 
in  conducting  a  local  church  cam¬ 
paign. 

■  Each  will  leant  how  to  use  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  book  and  other 
campaign  resources. 

■  Leaders  will  be  inspired  and 
motivated  to  carry  out  the  job  they 
have  agreed  to  do. 

■  Participants  will  gain  new  skills 
which  they  can  apply  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  campaign  and  also  to 
the  stewardship  program  of  their 
churches  in  the  future. 

■  Training  will  be  offered  in  the 
correct  way  to  make  visits  to  ask  for 
pledges. 

During  the  coming  week  the  fol¬ 
lowing  groups  will  meet:  Alexandria 


District,  Cluster  1,  First  UMC, 
Natchitoches,  6:30  p.m.,  April  12; 
Alexandria  District,  Cluster  2,  Bay¬ 
ou  Chicot  and  North  Shore  District, 
Cluster  3,  Greensburg  UMC,  both 
at  7  p.m.  Tuesday,  April  13;  North 
Shore  District,  Cluster  1,  First 
UMC,  Amite,  7  p.m.  Wednesday, 
April  14,  and  Baton  Rouge,  Cluster 
2,  Francis  Asbury  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  7:30  p.m..  Wed.,  Apr.  14. 

Meeting  at  7  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
April  15,  will  be:  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  Cluster  6,  St.  Luke’s  UMC; 
Monroe  District,  Cluster  3,  Colum¬ 
bia  UMC,  and  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  Cluster  5,  First  UMC, 
Gueydan. 


In  memoriam 

Ann  Carlton,  mother  of  the  Rev. 
Dave  Carlton,  pastor  of  Trout,  Jus- 
tiss  Memorial-Eden  Charge,  died 
March  21.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  March  25  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Emanuel  Tippin,  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr.  of 
Jewella-Rosa-James  Chapel-St. 
Matthew,  Benton,  died  March  25. 
Funeral  services  were  held  March 
28  in  Shreveport. 

Agatha  B.  Flowers,  surviving 
spouse  of  the  late  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flow¬ 
ers,  a  clergy  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  April  1.  The  funeral  and 
burial  were  April  5  in  Shreveport. 
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Turmoil  mustn't  stop  Christian  missions  in  Russia 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


he  young  Rus¬ 
sian  church 
worker  speaking 
to  me  recently 
by  telephone 
from  Moscow 
voiced  frustra¬ 
tion  and  fear. 

She  described  the  political  tur¬ 
moil  in  her  country  which  effective¬ 
ly  has  paralyzed  the  Russian 
government  for  the  past  year. 

“It’s  getting  worse  than  I  ever 
imagined,"  she  said,  referring  to  the 
impact  of  the  chaotic  situation  on  her 
efforts  to  promote  exchanges  be¬ 
tween  U.S.  and  Russian  Christians. 

For  example,  she  said,  passports 
no  longer  are  issued  by  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  foreign  affairs  department. 
Without  warning,  explanation  or 
any  good  reason  that  she  could  see, 
that  duty  recently  shifted  to  a  do¬ 
mestic  affairs  office,  she  said. 

“No  one  in  that  office  knows 
what  to  do  or  how  to  do  it.  They’re 
waiting  for  orders  from  above,  like 
old  times.  But  no  orders  have  come 
and  no  one  knows  when,  or  if,  they 
will.  So  nothing  happens.  It’s  mad¬ 
dening  and  frightening.” 

At  stake  is  the  ability  of  Russian 
church  groups  with  whom  she  is 
working  to  travel  outside  the  coun¬ 
try.  Under  the  former  Soviet  regime, 
restrictions  on  citizens’  foreign  travel 
were  the  result  of  political  policy. 
Now  such  restrictions  loom  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  sheer  political  anarchy. 

“Don’t  lose  contact  with  us,”  the 
church  worker  pleaded.  “We  must 
not  stop  what  we’ve  started.”  She 
was  referring,  of  course,  to  the  un¬ 
precedented  wave  of  contact  be¬ 
tween  ordinary  American  and 
Russian  Christians  since  the  Soviet 
Union’s  collapse  two  years  ago. 

Her  implied  fear — that  Russia’s 
political  instability  might  inhibit 
Americans’  efforts  to  “stay  in 
touch” — is  understandable.  After 
all,  restricted  contact  with  the  out- 


Interpretive  Analysis 
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Editor-at-large 

side  world  has  been  the  norm  for 
most  of  her  country’s  modem  histo¬ 
ry — and  ALL  of  her  life  until  the 
last  two  years! 

My  young  Russian  friend  would 
have  taken  heart.  I’m  sure,  at  the  re¬ 
cent  “global  gathering”  of  United 
Methodists  in  Indianapolis  (see  re¬ 
ports  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  En¬ 
thusiasm  abounded  among  the 
event's  participants  for  continu¬ 
ing — and,  even  more,  building 
upon — our  church’s  mission  initia¬ 
tive  to  Russia  and  other  former  So¬ 
viet  republics. 

But  her  concern  about  the  future 
of  that  initiative  is  a  timely  warning 
that  its  continuation  and  effective¬ 
ness  are  not  guaranteed.  In  that  re¬ 
gard,  we  who  care  deeply  about 
sustaining  the  Russian  mission 
need  to  consider  at  least  three  cau¬ 
tionary  “alerts.” 

Alongside  the  alerts,  however,  we 
also  need  to  be  reminded  of  a  similar 
number  of  “affirmations”  regarding 
why  “we  must  not  stop  what  we’ve 
started"  in  our  outreach  to  and  with 
our  Russian  sisters  and  brothers. 


lerts 


Uncertain  status  of  religious  free¬ 
dom. 

A  1991  statute  adopted  by  the 
Russian  parliament,  guarantees,  in 
effect,  churches  and  recognized 
(registered)  religious  groups  free¬ 


dom  to  practice  their  beliefs. 

The  statute  paved  the  way  during 
1992  and  1993  for  the  first  public 
celebrations  of  Easter  and  Christmas 
in  Russia  in  more  than  70  years.  In 
addition,  its  break  with  the  country’s 
communist  past,  during  which  reli¬ 
gious  practice  was  severely  restricted 
particularly  by  “outside”  groups, 
opened  the  door  for  a  proliferation  of 
Christian  mission  workers,  including 
United  Methodists. 

Ominously,  the  religious  freedom 
statute  is  threatened  by  a  proposed  law 
to  create  a  new  government  “commis¬ 
sion”  to  deal  with  religious  groups. 

Fears  among  Russian  Christians 
that  such  a  commission,  if  created, 
would  seek  primarily  to  control 
rather  than  empower  church  groups 
such  as  United  Methodists  are  root¬ 
ed  in  experience.  Such  has  been  the 
effect  of  previous  similarly  con¬ 
ceived  government  agencies. 

At  a  minimum,  U.S.  Christians 
should  inform  our  nation’s  legisla¬ 
tors  of  the  troubling  implications  of 
the  proposed  Russian  law  and  urge 
that  it  be  tempered  through  diplo¬ 
matic  channels. 

Climate  of  anxiety  regarding  Rus¬ 
sia’s  political  and  social  future. 

Disturbing  headlines  and  media 
images  of  political  turmoil  in  Mos¬ 
cow  understandably  feed  fears 
worldwide  of  a  return  to  the  coun¬ 
try’s  repressive  past.  That  past  in¬ 
cludes  its  inhospitability  not  merely 
toward  religion  but  relationships  of 


any  kind  with  the  outside  world. 

Equally  understandable,  then,  are 
questions  voiced  by  U.S.  people  in 
the  pew  when  proposals  are  made  to 
get  involved  with  the  church’s  Rus¬ 
sian  mission. 

“Will  we  be  able  to  finish  what 
we  start?” 

“Will  we  be  placing  ourselves, 
our  resources  or  our  Russian 
friends  at  risk?” 

“With  things  in  such  a  mess,  can 
anything  we  do  make  an  impact?" 

As  events  throughout  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope  in  recent  years  have  shown,  it’s 
anybody’s  guess  what  will  happen 
next.  Christians,  of  all  people, 
should  not  be  paralyzed  by  pros¬ 
pects  of  an  uncertain  future,  but 
neither  should  we  be  oblivious  to 
just  how  shaky  that  future  is,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  Russia. 

Disunity  among  ourselves. 

A  recent  summary  of  United 
Methodist  activity  in  Russia  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States  (see  UMR,  March  19,  and 
book  review  below)  illustrates  at  least 
this:  Much  creative  and  exciting  min¬ 
istry  is  happening  there,  and  many 
people,  programs  and  parts  of  the 
church  axe  involved. 

It  is  unrealistic,  however,  to  as¬ 
sume  that  such  levels  of  activity  are 
achieved  with  perfect  harmony, 
even  among  Christians  of  good  will 
and  similar  goals.  As  a  result,  it 
should  come  as  no  surprise  that 
some  of  the  same  fault  lines  that  ex¬ 
ist  in  the  U.S.  church  have  surfaced 
among  various  United  Methodist 
groups  at  work  in  Russia. 

For  example,  contrasting  views  of 
evangelism  feed  tensions  both  here 
and  there  about  appropriate  ways  to 
promote  congregational  growth. 
Such  signs  of  disunity  and  “diversi¬ 
ty”  might  be  tolerable  among  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  the  U.S.  But  they 
risk  confusing  and  alienating  fledg¬ 
ling  Christians  in  a  country  crippled 


by  societal  disunity  and  diversity. 

In  light  of  the  foregoing  alerts  for 
Christians  in  mission  to  and  with 
the  Russian  people,  the  following 
affirmations  of  why  “we  must  not 
stop  what  we’ve  started”  in  Russia 
are  pertinent. 


£ 


ffirmations 


Encouraging  openness  and  free¬ 
dom  of  expression. 

Even  proponents  of  divergent  ap¬ 
proaches  to  Christian  mission  in 
Russia  agree  on  one  point:  The  in¬ 
flux  of  Christians  eager  to  connect 
with  their  Russian  counterparts  has 
been  a  positive  force  for  openness 
of  expression  in  the  country. 

Such  openness  has  taken  many 
forms:  Reawakened  creativity  in 
the  arts,  willingness  to  voice  dissent 
to  secular  and  ecclesiastical  authori¬ 
ties,  demand  for  diverse  sources  of 
news  and  information,  vocalized 
expectations  of  a  better  quality  of 
life,  and  so  on. 

Despite  the  pitfalls  of  increased 
openness,  including  the  threat  of 
conflict,  Christians  have  a  sound  ra¬ 
tionale  for  promoting  freedom  of 
expression  by  remaining  involved 
in  Russia  or  getting  involved  for  the 
first  time.  That  rationale  is  found  in 
our  belief  that  God’s  spirit  and 
truth  are  best  discerned  in  the  inter¬ 
play  of  many  voices  and  visions. 
Among  other  things,  that  interplay 
forms  the  basis  of  a  democratic  so¬ 
ciety,  the  stated  aim  of  all  sides  in 
Russia’s  political  wars. 

Promoting  norms  for  moral  and 
ethical  conduct. 

One  urgent  need  identified  by 
Russian  believers  and  nonbelievers 
alike  is  for  moral  norms  to  guide  be¬ 
havior  at  all  levels  of  life  in  a  post¬ 
communist  society.  When  all  is  said 
and  done,  all  seem  to  say,  commu¬ 
nism’s  most  devastating  legacy  may 


be  its  destruction  of  any  reliable  ba¬ 
sis  for  making  moral  and  ethical  de¬ 
cisions,  particularly  by  its  relentless 
denial  of  God. 

Sadly,  compromises  with  the 
communist  regime  by  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  hinder  that 
church’s  effectiveness  as  a  moral 
witness  among  the  Russian  people. 
Hence,  the  witness  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christians,  among  others,  to 
the  reality  of  a  God  who  requires 
both  love  and  justice  is  a  vital  ele¬ 
ment  in  renewing  the  moral  climate 
and  nerve  of  Russian  society. 

An  element  of  global  self-interest 
is  involved  here,  namely  this:  A 
morally-renewed  Russia  is  far  better 
equipped  to  play  a  responsible  and 
redemptive  role  in  the  community 
of  nations,  including  the  urgent 
quest  to  preserve  and  enhance  life 
on  Planet  Earth. 

Obeying  the  unqualified  biblical 
command  to  be  Christ-bearers. 

Whatever  the  risks  and  uncertain¬ 
ties  for  Christian  mission  in  Russia, 
it’s  well  to  recall  Matthew  28: 1 9’s 
audacious  command  to  “go  to  all 
people.”  Note:  No  qualifications, 
no  counting  the  cost,  no  consider¬ 
ation  of  risk.  Just  “go  for  it”  with 
the  claims  and  promises  of  Christ! 

Tough,  probing  questions  about 
circumstances  facing  the  Christian 
cause  are  always  in  order.  Let  there 
be  no  doubt:  Circumstances  in  Rus¬ 
sia  today  are  exceedingly  challeng¬ 
ing  for  Christian  ministry  and  are 
likely  to  become  more  so.  But  when 
has  that  reality  ever  stopped  Chris¬ 
tians  from  doing  what  they’re  called 
to  do  when  the  door  has  opened  to 
do  it? 

The  door  that  opened  in  Russia 
two  years  ago  may  appear  to  be 
swinging  in  the  other  direction,  but 
it’s  far  from  closed.  Our  young  Rus¬ 
sian  sister  in  Christ  is  right  to  re¬ 
mind  us  that,  having  gone  through 
that  door,  “we  must  not  stop.” 


" Land  of  Sickles  and  Crosses,"  by 
Marilyn  Brown  Oden  (New  York, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
1993)  102  pages,  paperback,  $4. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

This  book — intended  as  a  de¬ 
nominational  mission  resource — 
deserves  to  have  an  influence  far 
beyond  its  humble  aim. 

Chock-full  of  facts  and  compel- 
lingly  written,  the  book  skillfully 
unveils,  from  a  United  Methodist 
perspective,  the  land  and  people 
John  Steinbeck  once  called  “a  rid¬ 
dle  wrapped  in  a  mystery  inside  an 
enigma.” 

The  land  is  Russia  and  its  com¬ 
panions  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States.  The  people  in¬ 
clude  mission-motivated  United 
Methodists  and  those  courageous 
Russian  souls  who  over  the  past  2'h 
years  have  accepted  their  offering  of 
Christ. 

This  book  is  a  must  for  any  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  interested  in  the 
church’s  newly  established  mission 
area.  Even  without  that  denomina¬ 
tional  tie,  many  Christians  are  like¬ 
ly  to  find  the  book  helpful  in 
understanding  Russia,  Russians 
and  their  religious  faith. 

From  numerous  sources — includj 
ing  the  Reporter — Marilyn  Brown 
Oden  pulls  together  a  compilation 
of  United  Methodist  mission  efforts 
that  was  previously  available  only 
in  fragments.  For  instance: 

/■  As  of  December  1 992,  seven 
congregations  were  identified  offi¬ 
cially  as  part  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  connection  in  the  C.I.S.: 
Sevastopol,  Ukraine;  Ekaterinburg, 
Pushkin,  St.  Petersburg,  Samara 
and  two  congregations  in  Moscow. 

•f  Six  more  fellowships  were,  as 
of  that  same  date,  in  organization: 
Naberezhnye  Chelney,  Novoros¬ 
siysk,  Pyshma,  Ulyanovsk  and  Vla¬ 
dikavkaz,  Russia;  and  Kerch, 
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Ukraine. 

•f  Four  other  groups  receive 
United  Methodist  support:  the 
Komi,  Veps  and  Y’upic  peoples  and 
a  nondenominational  congregation 
in  Moscow. 

•f  Russian  Methodism  was  bom 
in  the  early  1880s  in  St.  Petersburg, 
then  capital  of  Russia,  when  a 
Swedish  Methodist  missionary,  the 
Rev.  Karl  Lindborg,  preached 
there.  He  was  followed  by  a  Finnish 
Methodist,  the  Rev.  Bengt  Carlson, 
who  served  there  from  1884 
through  the  early  1 900s. 

/■  Ecumenical  co-operation  has 
been  integral  to  recent  United 
Methodist  mission  efforts  in  Russia 
as  evidenced  by  numerous  refer¬ 
ences  to  meetings  between  United 
Methodist  leaders  and  officials  of 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

In  addition  to  its  facts,  the  book 
presents  riveting  personal  stories  of 
new  Russian  United  Methodists. 
It’s  sobering  to  learn  that  Ms.  Oden 
felt  it  prudent  to  disguise  her  sub¬ 
jects’  identities  because  they  still 
could  suffer  personal  danger  as  a  re- 
sult  of  their  publicly  professed 
Christian  belief.  That  reality  makes 
their  testimonies  of  newfound  faith 
and  hope  even  more  moving. 

The  book  is  available  from  the 
Service  Center  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820 
Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45222-1800. 

Ms.  Astle  is  Faith  Forum  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


The  United  Methodist  Initiative  in  the  C.I.S. 
By  Marilyn  Brown  Oden 


'Gathering'  gave  example 
of  the  church  at  its  best 


For  one  brief  moment  I  caught  a 
glimpse  of  what  the  church  really  is, 
and  the  hope  of  what  it  can  become. 

For  nearly  four  days  as  we  celebrat¬ 
ed  the  recent  Global  Gathering  in  In¬ 
dianapolis,  we  put  aside  our  political 
ambitions,  our  posturing,  our  person¬ 
al  agendas  and  became  one  in  Christ. 

We  sang  hymns  from  many  nations 
and  prayed  with  5,000  tongues.  We 
heard  rousing  biblical  preaching  in 
the  African-American  tradition.  Our 
hearts  were  broken  and  we  wept  as  we 
were  challenged  to  alleviate  human 
suffering  throughout  the  world. 

We  were  called  to  renew  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  justice,  freedom  and 
peace  and  to  live  out  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  community  and  fel¬ 
lowship  with  others. 

I  saw  Latin  Americans  studying 
the  Scriptures  shoulder-to-shoulder 
with  Eastern  Europeans.  I  heard  si¬ 
multaneous  prayers  in  a  dozen  dif¬ 
ferent  languages.  I  felt  the  Spirit  of 
God  moving  through  that  great 


Faithfully  yours 


i 


REVISION  WORTH  WATCHING 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  Constitution  says  to  me,  as 
the  Gospel  says  to  me,  that  freedom 
isn’t  license;  that  liberty  creates  re¬ 
sponsibility;  that  we  have  been  giv¬ 


en  freedom  in  order  to  encourage  us 
to  pursue  that  common  good.” 

— New  York  Gov.  Mario  Cuomo 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Jesus  said  to  him,  ‘Have  you  be¬ 
lieved  because  you  have  seen  me? 
Blessed  are  those  who  have  not  seen 
and  yet  have  come  to  believe.’  ” 
(NRSV) 


gathering  and  spilling  out  into  the 
hallways,  streets  and  hotel  lobbies. 

I  meandered  through  the  Global 
Village  and  was  struck  afresh  by  the 
tremendous  outreach  of  this  great 
church,  united  in  common  mission 
around  the  globe. 

Yes,  I  recently  witnessed  the 
church  at  its  very  best  and,  in  so  do¬ 
ing,  caught  a  brief  glimpse  of  the 
Church  Triumphant.  May  it  always 
be  so. 

— RONALD  P.  PATTERSON 
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Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  6:56) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  1 1 

Easter  Sunday:  John  20: 1  - 1 8 
Monday:  Psalms  118:1-2 
Tuesday:  Psalms  118:1 4-24 
Wednesday:  Acts  10:34-36 
Thursday:  Acts  10:37-43 
Friday:  Colossians  3:1 
Saturday:  Colossians  3:2-4 


God's  Truth 
is  spoken  by 
many  voices. 


If  you  don't  believe  it,  watch 
Perspectives:  Faith  in  Our  Times 

It  might  just  sneak  up  on  you! 


mm 

Watch  Perspectives:  Faith  in  Our  Times 

with  host  Dick  Nesmith 

Mondays,  2:30  to  3  p.m.  (EST)  on  the  VISN  Cable  Network. 
To  find  out  how  you  can  gel  VISN  in  your  area, 

Call  Beverly  Judge  collect  at  1-212-602-9622  today. 

Perspectives:  Faith  in  Our  Times  is  produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications. 
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WE'RE  NOT  MEMBERS:  Neither  The 
United  Methodist  Church  nor  its  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  based  in  Washing¬ 
ton  is  a  member  of  the  Campaign  for  Military 
Service,  a  coalition  working  for  removal  of  the  ban 
on  gays  in  the  military.  “The  Battle  of  the  Gay 
Ban,”  an  article  in  the  April  5  issue  of  “News¬ 
week"  magazine,  incorrectly  identified  the  church 
as  belonging  to  the  coalition,  said  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  top  executive  of  Church 
and  Society,  in  a  statement  issued  March  31.  He 
said  the  board  “in  its  March  meeting  took  no 
action  which  could  in  any  way  be  construed  as 
adopting  membership  in  this  coalition.” 


A  NEW  SOCIAL  ORDER:  Instead  of  a 

“new  world  order,”  people  need  to  create  a 
“new  spiritual  order,”  Rog¬ 
er  Wilkins,  a  Pulitzer  Prize¬ 
winning  journalist,  told 
4,500  participants  at  the 
United  Methodist  Global 
Gathering  ’93  (see  related 
stories  on  this  page.)  “Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  has  been  ter¬ 
rific  in  working  with  the 
fiscal  deficit  but  he  has 
been  timid  about  the  social  deficit,”  said  Mr. 
Wilkins.  “But  that  is  more  dangerous  to  our  fu¬ 
ture.”  The  nation’s  first  black  assistant  attorney 
general  and  now  a  professor  at  George  Mason 
University  in  Virginia,  Mr.  Wilkins  pointed  out 
that  the  family  structure  cannot  exist  without 
the  economic  backbone  provided  by  jobs. 

DON'T  BLAME  ALL  MUSLIMS: 

The  entire  Muslim  community  should  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  a  few  adherents, 
according  to  a  United  Methodist  expert  on  in¬ 
terfaith  relations.  “The  World  Trade  Center 
bombing  shows  us  how  quickly  tensions  can  de¬ 
velop  .  . .  because  of  the  acts  of  one  or  a  few 
people,”  said  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns.  The 
arrest  of  Mohammed  Salameh  in  connection 
with  the  bombing  and  speculation  on  his  link  to 
Sheik  Omar  Abdel  Rahman  and  others  suspect¬ 
ed  of  terrorist  acts  have  prompted  fears  of  gen¬ 
eral  backlash  against  Muslims  and 
Arab-Americans.  Several  mosques  in  the  New 
York-New  Jersey  area  have  been  vandalized. 


Roger  Wilkins 


SOLIDARITY  WITH  WOMEN: 

Ordained  clergywomen  of  several  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  plan  to  hold  a  prayer  vigil  and 
communion  service  during  the  visit  of  Pope 
John  Paul  II  to  Denver  Aug.  1 1-1 5.  A  statement 
from  the  Rev.  Brenda  Lear,  associate  pastor  at 
St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church  in  Little¬ 
ton,  Colo.,  and  a  member  of  the  prayer  vigil 
committee,  incicated  that  the  services  are  in¬ 
tended  as  an  act  of  solidarity  with  women  who 
are  still  seeking  ordination  in  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church. 


ANTI-CASINO  FIGHT:  Indiana  United 
Methodists  are  not  convinced  that  casinos  are 
good  for  economic  development.  Following  an 
appeal  by  Bishop  Woodie  White  (Indiana  Area), 
church  members  have  protested  with  at  least 
21,000  anti-casino  petition  signatures. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


STAFf  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  STOVALl 

INDIANAPOLIS— An  instru¬ 
mentalist  from  the  Afro-Ca- 
ribbean  group,  'Spirit 
Ensemble”  calls  forth  the 
Holy  Spirit  during  the  1993 
Global  Gathering.  The  ensem¬ 
ble  led  the  global  congrega¬ 
tion  in  a  musical  piece 
chanted  in  five  languages. 


God's  lesson:  global  dependency 

5000  at  'Global  Gathering '  told  to  learn  this  eternal  lesson 


INDIANAPOLIS— In  the 
school  of  life,  disciples  of  Christ 
throughout  the  global  church 
have  at  least  one  thing  in  com¬ 
mon:  They  have  failed  to  learn 
who  Jesus  is. 

The  Rev.  Zan  Wesley  Holmes 
Jr.  offered  that  assessment  during 
the  keynote  address  of  the  1993 
United  Methodist  Global  Gather¬ 
ing  March  25-28  in  Indianapolis. 

The  theme  for  the  Friday  night 
international  worship  service  was 
“Called  by  the  Spirit  to  Follow 
Jesus  Christ.” 

“[The  Book  of)  Mark  said  the 
disciples  had  not  the  sense  to  leant 
the  lesson  of  the  loaves,”  said  Dr. 
Holmes,  senior  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  “Community”  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

“Oh,  the  tragedy  of  unlearned 
lessons!  And  you  and  I  tonight  in 


the  church,  even  as  we  gather  in 
the  global  village,  are  so  much 
like  those  disciples.  There  are  les¬ 
sons  that  God  has  been  trying  to 
teach  the  church  throughout  cre¬ 
ation.  God  has  been  trying  to  tell 
us  that  we  are  in  a  global  village 
dependent  on  each  other.” 

Dr.  Holmes  told  his  commu¬ 
nion  service  congregation  that 
Jesus  wants  his  disciples  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  in  the  midst  of  ev¬ 
ery  crisis  there  is  sufficient  grace 
and  sufficient  power  to  stop  that 
crisis. 

In  his  message  based  on  the 
story  of  Jesus’  feeding  5,000  peo¬ 
ple  with  the  loaves  and  fishes, 
Dr.  Holmes  told  this  crowd  of 
nearly  5,000  that  Jesus  didn’t  say 
he  alone  was  going  to  feed  the 
people;  he  involved  the  disciples 
in  “participatory  education.” 
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“He  used  all  the  principles  of 
church  organization,”  continued 
Dr.  Holmes. 

“Jesus  said,  ‘Get  all  the  people 
to  sit  down  in  groups  on  the 
green  grass.’  Then,  using  spiritual 
formation,  Jesus  looked  up  to  the 
heavens  to  bless  the  food.  Then, 
after  the  people  were  fed,  Jesus 
involved  the  disciples  in  the 
analysis  of  the  food,  when  the 
leftovers  were  collected. 

“Surely  you’d  think  the  disci¬ 


ples  would  have  learned  the  les¬ 
son.  Surely  they  would  have  seen 
that  God  provides  the  saving 
power  to  overcome  anything. 
Surely  they  would  see  that  noth¬ 
ing — no  Somalia,  apartheid,  rac¬ 
ism,  sexism,  no  General 
Conference — nothing  can  over¬ 
come  us  when  we  have  the  power 
and  mission  that  comes  in  Jesus 
Christ.  But  that  was  not  the  case. 

“But  exam  time  comes,” 
chuckled  Dr.  Holmes,  who  is  a 
professor  of  preaching  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  as 
well  as  a  local-church  pastor. 
“And  the  disciples  flunked.” 

“But  you  know  what?  The 
good  news  of  the  Gospel  is  that 
Jesus  didn’t  give  them  an  F;  he 
gave  them  an  incomplete.  Halle¬ 
lujah!  Aren't  you  glad  Jesus  isn’t 
through  with  us  yet?” 


Poster  highlights  Global  Gathering 

INDIANAPOLIS — This  montage  by  Tom  Gibson  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter's  Mission  Communications  agency  por¬ 
trays  the  theme  of  the  1993  Global  Gathering,  "Called  by  the 
Spirit."  Scenes  familiar  to  the  nearly  5000  participants  include 
the  tropical  rain  forest  (upper  right)  and  crates  used  to  ship 
food  from  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (lower 
right).  Prints  of  this  poster  are  available  from  Mission  Commu¬ 
nications  at  (214)  630-6495. 


Christians  'called  by  the  spirit  to 
alleviate  suffering /  say  speakers 


INDIANAPOLIS—  Four 
Methodist  leaders  from  Africa, 
Asia,  England  and  the  United 
States  contended  recently  that 
Christians  are  “called  by  the  spir¬ 
it  to  alleviate  human  suffering.” 

That  theme  was  echoed  during 
day-long  programs,  worship  ser¬ 
vices,  a  panel  of  witnesses,  and  a 
plenary  session  at  the  1993  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Global  Gathering. 

One  speaker  was  Tai-Young 
Lee,  the  first  woman  lawyer  in  Ko¬ 
rea  (1952).  Now  80  years  old,  she 
urges  equal  rights  for  all  people. 

Dr.  Lee  is  the  founder  of  the 
non-profit  Korean  Legal  Aid 
Center  for  Families. 

Lost  her  civil  rights 

A  third-generation  Methodist, 
Dr.  Lee  recalled  how  she  was  im¬ 
prisoned,  disbarred  and  deprived 
of  her  civil  rights  for  participating 
in  a  pro-democracy  movement. 

Speaking  through  an  interpret¬ 
er,  Dr.  Lee  explained  how  her 
Christian  faith  enabled  her  to  as¬ 
sist  thousands  of  people  who  suf¬ 
fered  cruelties  during  World  War 
II — especially  women. 

“I  believe  God’s  spirit  must 
have  been  calling  me  through 
them,”  she  said. 

In  a  surprise  appearance  that 
day,  U.S.  Surgeon  General-desig¬ 
nate  M.  Joycelyn  Elders  asked 
her  fellow  United  Methodists  to 
support  a  new  national  health¬ 
care  plan  for  all  Americans. 

The  first  black  woman  to  be 
named  what  President  Clinton 
has  called  “America’s  doctor” 
said,  “We  can’t  continue  to  put 


bandages  [on  health  care]  when 
we  need  major  surgery.” 

The  Arkansas  health  director 
whose  medical  speciality  is  pedi¬ 
atrics  and  pediatric  endocrinol¬ 
ogy  cited  health  statistics  like 
these: 

■  At  least  434,000  deaths  in 
America  are  attributed  to  ciga¬ 
rette  smoking; 

■  More  than  5,000  children  a 
day  are  lured  into  smoking  ciga¬ 
rettes; 

■  At  least  39  percent  of  Ameri¬ 
can  children  have  started  smok¬ 
ing  by  the  time  they  leave  high 
school; 

■  Children  who  smoke  are  100 
percent  more  likely  to  use  mari¬ 
juana  than  those  who  do  not. 

Dr.  Elders  said  one  of  her  first 
administrative  goals  as  surgeon 
general  is  to  place  a  $2. 1 7  excise 
tax  on  a  package  of  cigarettes. 
She  said  the  United  States  has 
one  of  the  lowest  tobacco  taxes  of 
any  industrialized  country. 

'Let  me  tell  you!' 

She  said,  “People  tell  me,  ‘Dr. 
Elders,  we  don’t  want  to  tax  them 
out  of  business.’  Well,  I  want  to 
tax  them  out  of  business,”  she 
said  to  tremendous  applause. 

“We  can’t  continue  to  sell  [our] 
children  to  the  tobacco  industry. 

. . .  Less  than  three  percent  of  the 
money  for  cigarettes  goes  to  tobac¬ 
co  farmers  anyway.” 

Another  speaker,  the  Rev. 
Mvume  Dandala,  pastor  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Methodist  Church  in  Johan¬ 
nesburg,  South  Africa,  challenged 


Global  Gathering  participants  to 
continue  to  care  deeply  and  give 
aid  to  those  who  are  suffering 
around  the  world. 

However,  Dr.  Dandala  cau¬ 
tioned  would-be  missioners  not  to 
“misguide  their  charity”  by  being 
tempted  by  the  goals  of  the  world. 

He  said  Christians  must  allow 
the  poor  to  “re-write  their  faith 
journey”  by  looking  the  poor  in 
the  eye  and  treating  them  as 
equals. 

“It  is  easy  to  see  the  poor,  drop 
what  you  have  in  the  cup  and 
pass  them  by,”  said  the  former 
mission  secretary  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

“Only  a  committed  person  will 
stop  in  his  tracks  and  touch  those 
lying  by  the  wayside.  If  we  don’t 
look  them  in  the  eye,  then  we  im¬ 
ply  that  being  human  is  not  a  gift 
from  God.” 

Jesus  reached  out 

During  an  evening  healing  and 
annointing  service,  Pauline 
Webb,  a  retired  executive  of  the 
British  Broadcasting  Company 
and  a  longtime  World  Methodist 
Council  leader,  reminded  the 
crowd  that  Jesus  not  only  looked 
at  people  but  “reached  out  and 
touched  the  people.” 

“Jesus  uses  the  physical  means 
of  contact  to  remind  us  that  we 
are  not  just  souls,”  said  Dr. 
Webb,  daughter  of  an  itinerant 
Methodist  minister  in  England. 

“We  need  the  touch  . . .  espe¬ 
cially  those  who  feel  so  conta¬ 
gious  that  no  one  goes  near  them, 
such  as  our  AIDS  sufferers.” 


Puppets/parade  surprise  worshippers 
at  Global  Gathering's  closing  service 


INDIANAPOLIS — As  a  festive 
“Christian  mission  parade”  wound 
through  the  closing  service  of  the 
1993  Global  Gathering,  the  giant 
puppet  Menas,  martyred  in  303, 
really  lost  his  head  in  front  of 
4,000-plus  spectators. 

This  processional  served  as  a 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION: 
Christian  education  degree  with  some  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Salary  according  to  experience 
and  qualifications.  Send  resumes  to:  Search 
Committee,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  626,  Carlsbad, 
NM  88221-0626  or  fax  your  resume  to:  (505) 
887-3516,  attn:  Tom  Rutledge,  D.A. _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis- 
tries  (some  children’s  and  local  mission  work). 
Austin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Waco,  downtown  church  of  2200  members.  Re¬ 
building  small  youth  group  with  potential.  Ex¬ 
cellent  facilities  and  congregational  support. 
Salary:  $18, 000-521, 000  plus  benefits,  depend¬ 
ing  on  training  and  experience.  Position  avail¬ 
able  June  1,  1993.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Austin  Avenue  Personnel  Committee,  1300 
Austin  Avenue,  Waco,  TX  76701. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1000- 
member  church.  Experience  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  Airline  United 
Methodist  Church,  165  West  Road,  Houston, 
TX  77037. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 
growing  700+  member  Houston  residential 
church.  Excellent  adult,  children’s  choir  and 
handbell  program  in  place.  Part-time  salary  10- 
12K+  negotiable  with  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  references,  repertoire  list  of  anthems  and 
any  major  works  conducted  to:  The  Rev.  David 
Lanagan,  St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church, 
600  Pccore,  Houston,  TX  77009. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position 
open.  Please  send  resume  to:  Western  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church.  524  Thunderbird, 
El  Paso,  TX  79912.  For  information  call:  (915) 
584-2133. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  to  as¬ 
sume  leadership  of  existing  middle  school-se¬ 
nior  high  youth  program  in  a  700-member 
PCUSA  church.  Preferred  Qualifications:  a 
commitment  to  Christ  and  a  love  of  kids.  Will 
consider  various  levels  of  education  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  Youth  Director  Search 
Committee,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1006,  Longview,  TX  75606. 


reminder  that  in  the  mission  field, 
you  can  always  expect  the  unexpect¬ 
ed. 

The  parade  was  led  by  four  giant 
puppets  at  least  1 0-feet  tall,  created 
by  the  Rev.  Ben  Hadley-Goggin  of 
Virginia.  The  puppets  and  mission 
persons  portrayed  New  Testament 
missionaries,  Christian  martyrs, 
slaves  who  converted  their  masters, 
Bible  translators,  queens  and  bap- 
tizers. 

Visions  of  the  Spirit 

As  participants  sang  African  and 
English  hymns,  visions  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  work  were  in  view  via  a  22- 
foot  diameter  circle  high  above  the 
altar  stage. 

The  backdrop  was  designed  by 


TRINITY  STUDIES 

1-800-848-2131 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


PEW  CUSHIONS 

custom  lined  lot  your  pews  irom  an  excellent  selection 
ot  labncs  and  colors  Free  quotations’ 

—  write  or  call  — 

Waggoners,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1054  Hutchinson  KS  67501 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-642-3739 


Catherine  Kapikian,  artistic  direc¬ 
tor  at  United  Methodist-related 
Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Semi¬ 
nary  Center  for 
the  Arts  and 
Religion,  and 
by  Patrick  Ellis. 

Candles  were 
also  lit  to  sym¬ 
bolize  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  “wisdom, 
knowledge, 
faith;  deeds  of 
power,  leadership  and  healing.” 

During  the  service  of  commis¬ 
sioning  and  recognition  of  mission¬ 
aries,  20  persons  were  each  vested 
with  an  anchor  cross  necklace.  The 
original  design  was  by  Stevan  A. 
Resan,  a  silversmith  from  Whi- 
teacre,  Va.,  who  specializes  in 
Christian  art. 

'Anchored  in  mission' 

“Let  this  symbol  be  a  reminder 
that  you  are  anchored  in  mission,” 
said  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  anchor  cross,  said  to  be  in¬ 
corporated  by  the  early  church  dur¬ 
ing  the  days  of  persecution,  is  also 
associated  with  early  missionaries 
who  often  traveled  via  waterways  to 
spread  the  gospel. 

During  the  end  of  the  service,  each 
of  the  4,000-plus  worship  partici¬ 
pants  also  received  an  anchor  cross. 
This  symbolized  that  they,  too,  are 
“called  by  the  spirit  to  be  sent  forth 
in  mission.” 


Gathering  worldwide  'reunion' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  TOM  GIBSON 

INDIANAPOLIS— A  woman  from  Guatemala  weaves  threads 
into  a  fabric  during  a  demonstration  in  the  global  village.  Par¬ 
ticipants  representing  63  countries  were  a  witness  to  United 
Methodism's  "partnership  in  mission." 


INDIANAPOLIS— The  1993 
United  Methodist  Global  Gath¬ 
ering  was  more  than  speeches 
and  workshops;  it  became  a 
“family  reunion”  of  Methodists 
from  63  countries. 

No  one  was  immune  to  daily 
hugs  and  kisses  as  Methodists 
met  or  were  reunited  with  part¬ 
ners  in  mission. 

Veteran  international  and  do¬ 
mestic  missionaries  traded  tips 
with  would-be  missioners  in  the 
“Global  Village,”  a  huge  conven¬ 
tion  center  that  resembled  a 
Methodist  trade  show. 

People  new  to  the  mission  scene 
quickly  developed  interests  as  they 
trooped  from  booth  to  booth  and 
table  to  table,  buying  mission 
study  books  or  gathering  free 
handouts  on  regional,  national 
and  international  programs. 

Travel  the  world 

Others  enjoyed  the  festive  at¬ 
mosphere  as  they  praised  God  by 
dancing  to  the  rhythms  of  Afro- 
Caribbean  drummers;  meditated 
in  a  cool,  tropical  rain  forest; 
marveled  at  the  skills  of  Guate¬ 
malan  weavers  or  prayed  for  the 
rights  of  Palestinians  in  an  ecu¬ 
menical  prayer  tent. 

Despite  the  attendance  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  from  around  the 
globe,  some  anticipated  partici¬ 
pants  were  denied  visas  to  enter 
the  U.S.  to  come  to  the  Global 
Gathering  and  the  pre-meeting 
for  300  youths,  called  “Youth  Go 
Global.” 

In  protest,  elected  directors  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries  voted  to  send  a 
letter  to  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  asking  for  an  explanation 
for  the  denials. 

Empty  chairs  were  placed  at 
the  worship  altar  during  the  heal¬ 
ing  and  anointing  service  as  a 
symbolic  witness  to  the  absence 
of  invited  guests  who  were  pre¬ 
vented  from  attending. 

'We  are  not  whole' 

“They  were  considered  to  be 
too  poor,  unmarried  or  not  to  be 


trusted  to  return  home,”  said 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (Oklahoma 
Area),  president  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  World  Division. 

“This  is  a  sign  of  our  brokeness. 
It  cuts  apart  our  fabric  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  God.  So  we  are  not  whole 
because  they  are  not  here.” 

Among  people  denied  entrance 
into  the  United  States  were  a 
nurse  from  Uganda;  laypeople 
from  the  Philippines,  Argentina 
and  Panama;  and  a  youth/young 
adult  choir  from  Russia. 


APRIL  9,  1993 


4 

rlic  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

SPIRIT-FILLED  PREACHING:  in  a 

wake-up  call  to  nearly  1 50  black  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  recently  in  Cincinnati,  educators 
and  guest  preachers  touted  a  return  to  spirit- 
filled  preaching  and  loving  pastoral  care  as  a 
prescription  for  local  church  revival.  The  Rev, 
L.  Charles  Stovall  of  Dallas  challenged  other 
pastors  to  bring  the  church  “out  of  denial”  and  to 
become  mission  centers  instead  of  cold  “monu¬ 
ments."  “Our  churches  become  training  grounds 
for  apathy  or  animosity  and  our  youth  pick  up  on 
it,"  he  said.  The  meeting  was  co-sponsored  by 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  by  the  Black  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Church  Renewal  caucus. 


NEW  UMW  FOCUS:  A  new  policy  state¬ 
ment  with  emphasis  on  the  needs  of  children 
and  youth  and  a  sharpened  focus  on  spiritual 
growth  has  been  adopted  by  United  Methodist 
Women.  The  expanded  version  of  a  1976  state¬ 
ment  was  approved  March  21  in  Indianapolis 
by  directors  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  According 
to  the  division’s  policy  committee  chairwoman, 
Inelle  Bagwell  of  Amarillo,  Texas,  the  new 
statement  reflects  increased  emphasis  on  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth,  an  economic  analysis  and  a  fo¬ 
cus  on  spiritual  growth.  Ellen  Kirby,  a  Women’s 
Division  executive  who  helped  write  the  state¬ 
ment,  said  the  spiritual  growth  emphasis  has 
evolved  as  women  have  realized  the  need  for  in¬ 
ner  strength. 


RADIO  SPEAKER:  “The 

Hour”  radio  program  will 
broadcast  a  series  of  mes¬ 
sages  by  the  Rev.  Roberto 
Escamilla,  pastor  of 
Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Antonio.  Dr. 
Escamilla’s  series,  titled 
“From  Weeping  into  Danc¬ 
ing,”  will  be  heard  during  the 


Escamilla 


weeks  of  May  23,  June  27,  July  25  and  Aug.  22. 


NEW  APPOINTMENT:  The  Rev  Regi¬ 
nald  Ponder,  chief  administrative  officer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  nine-state  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  for  seven  years,  will  leave 
that  post  in  June  to  accept  an  appointment  in 
the  denomination’s  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY:  C.  Faith  Rich¬ 
ardson  of  Newton,  Mass.,  heads  the  slate  of  offi¬ 
cers  elected  recently  by  the  Historical  Society  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Also  elected 
were  vice  president,  the  Rev.  A.  Mark  Conard 
of  Wichita,  Kan.;  secretary,  the  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Finney  of  Faith,  S.D.;  and  treasurer,  Thelma  B. 
Boeder  of  Minneapolis.  The  society  is  affiliated 
with  the  denomination’s  New  Jersey-based 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 


CORRECTION:  An  incorrect  membership 
figure  was  given  April  2  for  Ben  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta.  The  current 
membership  is  6,770. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


The  Christian  year  consists  of  a  cycle  of  seasons  by  which  Christians  are 
reminded  of  the  stories  and  teachings  of  the  Christian  faith.  Each  season  has 
a  suggested  color,  usually  displayed  on  the  liturgical  cloths  used  on  a  church's 
altar  and  pulpit.  The  dates  shown  are  for  1992  through  1993  and  are  taken 
from  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship.  i»n  ®  u«iui  n«ii««iit  phiiiiui  hum 

Current  season:  Easter*  season  of  Christ's  resurrection,  ascension. 
Colors:  White 

Special  days:  Easter  Sunday  April  11;  Day  of  Pentecost-  May  30. 


Easter  Sunday  observance 
highlights  the  Christian  year 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Easter  Sunday,  falling  this  year 
on  April  1 1 ,  is  the  highlight  of  the 
Christian  Year  and  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  the  “Three  Great  Days.” 

That’s  the  period  from  sunset 
Holy  Thursday,  April  8,  to  sunset 
Easter  Day,  in  which  the  cruci¬ 
fixion  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
are  commemorated  in  Christian 
churches  worldwide. 

According  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Worship,  the  Eas¬ 
ter  Season  of  50  days  begins  at 
sunset  Easter  Eve,  Saturday 
(April  10  this  year)  and  continues 
through  the  Day  of  Pentecost, 
Sunday  May  30. 

The  ancient  Christian  name 


for  Easter  is  Pasch,  according  to 
the  Book  of  Worship,  which 
comes  from  a  Hebrew  word 
meaning  “deliverance"  or  “pass- 
over."  This  word  connects  the 
resurrection  to  the  exodus  of  the 
Jews  from  Egypt. 

The  English  word  Easter  may 
have  come  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
spring  goddess  Eastre  and  her 
festival,  the  worship  book  says. 

The  colors  for  Easter  are  white 
and  gold.  Materials  of  the  finest 
texture  are  recommended  for 
sanctuary  decoration. 

Some  congregations  use  a  large 
white  candle,  called  a  paschal 
candle,  throughout  the  Easter 
season.  The  same  candle  may  be 
used  at  baptisms  and  funerals 


during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

The  Day  of  Pentecost,  which 
concludes  the  Easter  Season, 
commemorates  God’s  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  the  church. 

Although  the  Book  of  Worship 
has  many  suggested  worship  re¬ 
sources  for  most  of  the  Easter 
Season,  few  suggestions  are  of¬ 
fered  for  Pentecost. 

Red  is  the  color  for  Pentecost, 
symbolizing  the  flame  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  or  the  tongues  of  fire 
that  appeared  over  the  disciples’ 
head  on  the  first  Pentecost  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  Book  of  Acts. 

Visuals,  suggests  the  Book  of 
Worship,  may  include  red  flow¬ 
ers,  doves,  flames  of  fire,  a  ship 
or  a  rainbow. 


Burned-out  congregation  awaits  own  resurrection 


By  DONNA  SCHAFER 

The  fire  which  destroyed 
North  Shore  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Wading  River,  N.Y., 
March  15,  blazed  only  briefly. 
But  the  surplus  experience  of  the 
fire  will  be  poked  through  long 
after  the  rubbish  is  picked  clean. 

The  story  has  a  nearly  biblical 
economy.  Two  homeless  girls,  ages 
1 1  and  14,  ran  away  from  their 
temporary  home  at  Little  Flower, 
a  Catholic  children’s  home. 

They  were  going  to  New  York 
City,  some  90  miles  away,  to  find 
their  mother. 

The  1 1 -year-old  was  not  wear¬ 
ing  a  jacket.  The  night  was  cold. 
In  the  dark,  a  few  blocks  from 
Little  Flower,  the  only  light  they 
could  see  was  behind  a  large 
spare  cross.  The  only  warmth 
was  there  also. 

The  girls  entered  the  church, 
open  because  of  a  Lamaze  class 
for  pregnant  women,  and  hid. 
They  found  some  food  and  ate  it. 
They  played  a  radio. 

Then,  according  to  official  re¬ 
ports,  they  burned  the  church  down. 

“In  the  spring  they  all  run  away,” 
an  insider  at  Little  Flower  said. 

Little  Flower  is  wise  to  the 
ways  of  these  children.  No  mat¬ 
ter  how  hurt  the  child  has  been 
by  home,  the  child  wants  to  get 
back  home. 

The  modem  orphan  is  not  usu¬ 
ally  abandoned  by  a  dead  parent; 
he  or  she  is  abandoned  by  a  par¬ 
ent  who  won’t  or  can’t  care  for 
the  child.  The  parent  is  too  poor 
or  too  addicted  to  manage,  so  the 
child  is  removed. 


Fantasy  and  fact  create  the  sur¬ 
plus  reality  in  the  rubble  of  both 
lives  and  churches. 

The  baptism  that  may  have 
carried  only  ordinary  meaning 
before  the  fire  now  means  much 
more.  Tragedy  deepens. 

“I  was  the  last  one  baptized 
there,”  says  one.  Or  married 
there.  Or  buried  from  there. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Sorozan,  through  tears  said  the 
fire  was  like  losing  a  good  friend. 

Now  the  baptismal  bells  and 
the  wedding  bells  and  the  funeral 
bells  sing  in  a  minor  key  for 
members  of  North  Shore  United 
Methodist.  The  bells  take  on  a 
“once  upon  a  time  quality.”  The 
time  before  the  fire.  The  time  af¬ 
ter  the  fire.  B.F./A.F. 

And  the  new  pastor,  there  for 
only  eight  months,  will  have  a 
new  job.  On  the  third  Sunday  in 
Lent  he  had  a  normal  congrega¬ 
tion  with  a  normal  building  plan. 
They  were  about  to  expand  the 
education  wing. 

A  week  later,  on  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  Lent,  he  had  an  ordi¬ 
nary  congregation  faced  with  an 
extraordinary  rebuilding  plan. 
Appropriately  they  will  meet  in 
the  local  funeral  parlor  until  their 
resurrection  time. 

But  the  church  that  has  only 
the  cross  left  from  its  building 
will  not  stop  being  a  site  of 
warmth  and  light.  Rubble  has  an 
uncanny  way  of  rising — in  fanta¬ 
sy  and  in  fact.  . 

Ms.  Schaper  is  pastor  of  First 
Congregational  Church  in  River- 
head,  N.Y.,  and  a  free-lance  writer. 


NEWS.REVIfW  PHOTO  BY  BARBARAELlfN  KOCH 

WADING  RIVER,  N.Y. — The  pastor  of  Wading  River  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Sorozan  (right),  is  comforted  by  Dean  Alexander  (center),  chairman  of  the  church's  building 
committee,  and  by  church  secretary  Gladys  Daigneault.  At  far  left  is  the  pastor's  wife,  Theresa 
Sorozan. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 


Helping  to  Build  Churches 

Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

4.80% 

1  year  term 

$100 

.3.00% 

Flexible 

$100 

2.50% 

*Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  lirst  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 


Delegate  formula 
is  challenged 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

How  should  the  church  deter¬ 
mine  how  many  delegates  come 
from  its  regions  to  the  once-every- 


four-years  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences? 

That  question  is  one  of  six  items 
on  the  docket  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  nine-member  Judicial 


Council  meeting  April  21-24  in  Al¬ 
buquerque,  N.M. 

Delegates  are  allotted  to  each  re¬ 
gion  by  a  formula  based  on  num- 
bers  of  clergy  and  lay  members. 


Pensions  board  OKs 
new  'Health  Flex'  plan 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS — A  new  “man¬ 
aged  care”  health-insurance  plan 
for  United  Methodist  clergy  and  lay 
employees  has  been  given  the  go- 
ahead  by  the  denomination’s  pen¬ 
sion  agency. 

Meeting  in  Indianapolis  March 
25,  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Pensions  approved  the 
name  "Health  Flex”  for  the  new 
plan,  scheduled  for  Jan.  1  start-up. 

Last  fall,  after  the  denomination's 
Judicial  Council  struck  down  UM- 
Care,  a  denominationwide  health¬ 
care  system  with  mandatory  clergy 
participation,  the  board  went  to 
work  on  an  optional  plan.  Several 
annual  (regional)  conferences  had 
requested  a  plan  including  cost-con¬ 
tainment  features  that  UMCare 
would  have  provided. 

“People  who  objected  to  UM¬ 
Care  on  principle  are  disposed  to 
considering  Health  Flex  on  a  volun¬ 
tary  basis,”  Donald  Smith,  head  of 
the  board’s  health-care  division, 
told  a  committee. 

Health  Flex  is  essentially  an  en¬ 
hanced  version  of  the  Hospital  and 
Medical  Expense  Plan  the  agency 
has  managed  as  individual  plans  for 
31  conferences.  The  32-year-old 
Hospital  and  Medical  Expense  Plan 
has  been  administered  through 
Travelers  Insurance  Co.,  but  bids 
will  be  taken  for  Health  Flex. 

The  board  authorized  two  com¬ 
mittees  to  approve  final  details  in 


late  April  so  that  annual  confer¬ 
ences  can  vote  during  their  spring 
meetings  whether  to  join  the  plan. 

In  other  business,  three  board 
members  were  named  to  a  joint  task 
force  with  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  seek  consensus  on 
an  interagency  disagreement. 

The  finance  agency  contends,  cit¬ 
ing  church  law  and  a  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  ruling,  that  the  pension  board 
should  submit  its  annual  audit  to 
the  finance  agency  for  review,  as 
other  churchwide  agencies  do. 

The  board  authorized  a  task  force 
to  oversee  a  proposed  new  comput¬ 
er  system  project  costing  an  esti¬ 
mated  $3  million  and  requiring  five 
years  for  completion. 

Multicultural 
heritage  marked 

United  Methodism’s  Baitimore- 
Washington  Annual  Conference, 
which  covers  parts  of  Maryland,  West 
Virginia  and  Washington,  will  cele¬ 
brate  “Heritage  Week”  April  18-25. 

Scheduled  observances  include  a 
prayer  service  whose  roots  can  be 
traced  to  the  era  of  slavery;  a  Hispan¬ 
ic  celebration  of  music,  dance  and  pi- 
natas;  a  sermon  in  German  at  Old 
Otterbein  UMC  in  Baltimore  to  mark 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  heri¬ 
tage;  a  Chinese  dragon  dance  and  a 
drama  of  the  early  circuit  riders. 


Thinking  of  new 
choir  robes? 

Cokesbury  announces  our 
Annual  Summer  CHOIR  ROBE  SALE 
June  1, 1993  -  August  31, 1993 

Special  Savings 

All  choir  apparel 
&  accesssories 

Send  for  details  and  your 
free  choir  robe  kit! 

©  Cokesbury 


Call  or  visit  your  local  Cokesbury  store 
or  call  1-800-237-7511 
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Conference  Center 
will  be 

a  shalom  zone 


Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
Clergy  Cochair 

Conference  Center  Campaign 


There  is  so  much  excitement  in  Louisiana  concerning  the  new  Con¬ 
ference  Center.  There  have  been  many  media  pieces  which  have  in¬ 
formed  United  Methodists  and  the  rest  of  the  state  that  the  Center  is 
moving  from  a  dream  to  a  reality. 

I  have  been  on  the  site  several  times.  There  is  a  genuine  sense  of  sha¬ 
lom  which  oozes  from  this  very  spot  where  soon  buildings  will  stand. 
Just  visualizing  its  completion  fills  me  with  awe,  the  awesomeness  of 
how  God  makes  the  impossible  tangible. 

I  remember  the  days  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity.  For  so  many  days  and  even  years  the  dream  of  a  student  center  at 
Southern  was  threatened  by  deferment.  But  there  were  people  who  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  dream,  believed  in  the  clarion  call  to  build  a  special  place 
on  behalf  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  After  much  hard  work  and 
prayer,  that  center  was  completed  and  today  it  stands  as  a  testimony  of 
what  can  be  done. 

We  can  and  will  build  the  Conference  Center.  It  will  serve  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  place  where  children  of  God  of  all  ages  will  come  for  retreat,  regen¬ 
eration, ‘re-new-al.’  I  know  of  many  who  are  waiting  for  the  day  when 
they  can  look  across  the  lake,  away  from  the  day-to-day  routine  and  see 
the  face  of  God. 

“O  Lord  my  God  when  I  in  awesome  wonder 
TOc  . . .  when  through  the  woods  ...  I  wander  . . . 

when  Christ  shall  come  . . .  what  joy  shall  fill 

*  At  %  heart  ” 

A  ^1^3  x  I  pray  for  the  great  day  of  completion  when  we  as 

Louisian*  United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  can  say  of  the  Con- 
Center  <  ference  Center,  “It  is  finished!”  Expect  the  moment, 
O--  for  it  is  not  if,  but  rather,  it  is  when,  for  with  God’s 
help  we  will  do  it!  It  will  be  a  shalom  zone  for  our 
God! 


United  Methodists  win  LMCF  awards 


Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation's 
State  Advisory  Council 
presented  awards  at  its 
recent  annual  session. 
IN  TOP  PHOTO,  Dr. 
John  Lee,  RIGHT, 
pastor,  First  UMC, 
Monroe,  receives  the  J. 
Henry  Bowden  Sr. 
Preaching  Award. 
Presenting  it  is  the  Rev. 
Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor, 
First  UMC,  Pineville, 
who  is  first  vice 
president  of  LMCF.  IN 
THE  BOTTOM  PHOTO, 
John  Winters,  LEFT,  a 
member  of  LMCF's 
Board  of  Trustees, 
presents  the  W.  L. 

"Bill"  May 

Businessman  Award  to 
Hale  Shadow,  a  lay 
member  of  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  who  is 
active  in  church,  civic 
and  business  affairs. 


King's  Christ-like  concern  recalled 


When  he  was  assassinated  in 
1968,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
was  in  Memphis  to  assist  the  san¬ 
itation  workers  who  were  strik¬ 
ing. 

The  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell, 
pastor  of  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 
UMC,  Slidell,  said,  “His  interest 
in  helping  the  sanitation  workers 
illustrated  Dr.  King’s  Christ-like 
concerns  for  people  from  all 
walks  of  life.” 

Campbell  was  among  persons 
who  attended  the  Annual  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Memorial  Ecu¬ 
menical  Service  April  4  at  Dil¬ 
lard  University  in  New  Orleans. 
That  day  was  the  25th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  King’s  assassination. 

A  1948  Dillard  graduate,  Bish¬ 
op  W.  T.  Handy,  (retired)  who 
was  closely  associated  with  King 
when  both  were  students  at  Bos¬ 
ton  University  and  later  in  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement,  was  the 
speaker. 

In  his  speech  titled,  “Pass  It 
On,”  Handy  said  King  was  a  per¬ 
son  of  great  talent  who  believed 
in  doing  God’s  work  and  sharing 
skills  i  with  other  less  fortunate 


persons.  Handy  urged  others  to 
do  likewise,  to  “pass  it  on”  as 
they  engage  in  good  Christian 
deeds  and  use  their  talents  and 
skills  to  help  the  society,  espe¬ 
cially  those  who  cannot  help 
themselves. 

Handy  said  King’s  civil  rights 
movement  opened  doors  for  ev¬ 
eryone.  Many  of  the  rights  en¬ 
joyed  now  are  attributable  to 
King’s  efforts. 

Commenting  on  the  speech, 
Campbell  said  he  agrees  with 
Bishop  Handy.  While  Campbell 
was  in  college,  he  worked  with 
King’s  staff  on  the  Voter  Educa¬ 
tion  Project.  “It  was  a  grass-roots 
organization  that  advised  and 
funded  communities  after  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  was  passed,  “ 
he  said. 

Campbell  did  research  to  see 
where  and  how  black  persons 
had  been  successful  in  getting  to 
vote. 

He  said  he  attended  the  Dil¬ 
lard  event  because  of  his  respect 
for  King  and  added,  “Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King  opened  doors  for  my 
life.” 


Cabinet,  spouses  join  other  storm-relief  volunteers 


Pictured  as  they  nailed  siding  are  Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson,  LEFT, 
Acadiana  District  superintendent,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter, 
Shreveport  District.  Richardson,  in  whose  district  many  structures 
were  damaged  by  Hurricane  Andrew,  has  spent  many  hours  plan¬ 
ning  with  Sarah  Schoeffler  and  others  in  aiding  residents.  It  is  evi- 


Three  hard-working  district  superintendents,  helping  to  rebuild  a 
home  are,  FROM  LEFT:  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  Baton  Rouge;  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  Ruston,  and  Dr.  Donald  R.  Avery,  Alexandria. 
Later  there  were  aches,  pains  and  bruises.  Hoffpauir  sustained  a 
broken  bone  and  will  be  hobbling  around  for  a  few  weeks. 


magnolia _ _  ...  — _ _ ~r 

will  celebrate  50th  anniversary 


Magnolia  UMC,  Greenwell 
Springs,  whose  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Howington,  will  celebrate 
its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  and  home¬ 
coming  with 
special  activities 
on  April  24  and 
25. 

Organized 
during  World 
War  II,  the 
church  began 
with  cottage 
prayer  meetings  Wayne  Howington 

in  homes.  Later  a  wooden  building 
was  dedicated  on  Easter  Sunday  of 
1943  and  Sunday  school  was  held  in 
the  parsonage.  Now  the  286  mem- 


n\ 
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bers  worship  in  a  brick  church 
building. 

Anniversary  events  planned  for 
Saturday,  April  24,  are:  Registra¬ 
tion,  noon;  activities  and  games  for 
all  ages,  12:30  to  4  p.m.;  barbecue 
dinner,  4  p.m.;  sing-a-long,  after 
dinner,  and  a  play,  7  p.m. 

On  Sunday,  April  25,  a  reception/ 
fellowship  will  be  held  after  the  10 
a.m.  worship  service. 

All  former  ministers  and  mem¬ 
bers  are  invited  to  the  special 
events,  Linda  Cheek  said.  For  reser¬ 
vations  or  information  call  the 
church  office,  261-2789;  Helen  Bai¬ 
ley,  261-4687,  or  Babe  Teed,  261- 
2721. 


Around  the  Conference 


Baton  Rouge  was  a  small  town 
where  everyone  knew  each  other 
when  St.  Mark’s  UMC  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  1889. 

Methodist 
preachers  estab¬ 
lished  a  mission 
in  a  private 
home.  Much 
transpired  over 
the  years  and  in 
1989  the  church 
built  the  edifice 
that  stands  at  .  , 

6217  Glen  Oaks  Bishop  Handy 
Dr.,  Baton  Rouge.  The  Rev.  Randall 
Campbell  is  the  23rd  pastor. 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  (retired) 
who  was  the  19th  pastor  of  St. 
Mark’s,  will  speak  at  the  104th  an¬ 
niversary  service  Sunday,  April  18, 
at  5  p.m.  A  three-day  celebration  is 
to  begin  Friday,  April  16,  and  will 
include  a  concert  by  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity  Concert  Choir  Friday  and  a 
family  picnic  Saturday  when  mem¬ 
bers  will  dress  in  old-fashion  attire. 

*  *  * 

Hap  Martin  will  preside  when  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 


holds  its  Spring  Meeting,  Saturday, 
April  17,  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Re¬ 
ports  will  be  heard  and  plans  will  be 
made  for  Annual  Conference  pre¬ 
sentations  and  other  activities  and 
projects  including  VISION  2000. 

•  *  * 

Farmerville  UMC  where  the  Rev. 
Larry  O’Dell  is  pastor,  has  been  busy. 
Susannah  and  Ada  UMW  circles 
made  dozens  of  bibs  for  residents  of 
two  nursing  homes  in  the  area.  “Far¬ 
merville  doesn’t  have  a  new  sewing 
factory,”  Janet  Barron  reported  to  the 
church  “what  you  have  been  hearing 
is  the  hum  of  sewing  machines  as 
members  made  the  bibs.” 

Farmerville’s  UMYF  had  a  fun 
and  environmentally  helpful  Satur¬ 
day  recently.  In  the  morning  they 
collected  130  pounds  of  aluminum 
cans  for  recycling  and  during  the  af¬ 
ternoon  they  went  a  nearby  mall  for 
a  movie  and  supper. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Franklin  is 

thoughtful  to  its  own  members  and 
to  neighboring  denominations.  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  the  Older  Adult  Minis- 


ii  - 

Would  you  want  to  live  in  a  house  that  these  fellows  helped  to 
build?  This  woman  does.  Actually,  it  is  going  to  be  a  well-built 
home.  Bishop  Oden,  district  superintendents  and  other  members  of 
the  larger  cabinet  (and  spouses,  not  pictured  here)  joined  Walter 
Parker,  Walter  Brock  and  other  volunteers  in  rebuilding  recently  at 
Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries  and  elsewhere  in  the 
Baldwin-Franklin  area.  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  and  Dr.  Don  Cot¬ 
trill  were  other  Cabinet  members  also  in  the  work  force. 


Munholland  Bible  group  project 

Jesus'  answer  to  street  beggars 
who  declare  'Will  work  for  food' 


Most  people  have  traveled  by  a 
street  comer  where  a  man,  woman 
or  a  family  held  a  handwritten  sign 
that  read,  “I  will  work  for  food.” 
Some  people  make  jokes  about 
these  people.  Some  dismiss  them  as 
‘panhandlers’  seeking  money  for 
drugs  or  alcohol.  Others  really  wor¬ 
ry  about  what  to  do  about  these 
homeless  beggars. 

“Do  you  hand  them  a  dollar  or 
two  or  pass  them  in  fear,  disgust 
and/or  distrust?”  Michelle  Treen,  a 
member  of  Munholland  UMC,  Me¬ 
tairie,  asked. 

Challenging  questions 

Her  questions  are  challenging  for 
church  members.  Jesus  said,  “Give 
to  those  who  beg  from  you.”  (Luke 
6:30). 

A  group  of  which  Treen  is  a 
member,  the  Disciples  Bible  Study 
Group,  decided  on  an  alternative 
Christian  outreach  to  address  this 
growing  problem.  They  devised  a 


plan  to  provide  nourishment  for  the 
body  and  the  spirit  of  people  who 
ask  for  help. 

The  members  prepared  100  plas¬ 
tic,  zipping  bags  of  “food  for  the 
stomach  and  for  the  soul”  to  be 
handed  out  to  those  in  need.  Items 
were  selected  and  purchased  in 
quantity  from  a  large  discount, 
warehouse  store. 

Items  selected 

The  bags  were  filled  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  a  can  of  beanie-  wieners,  a 
fruit  cup,  a  pudding  pack,  a  drink 
box  (all  items  that  can  be  easily 
opened  and  do  not  require  refrig¬ 
eration),  napkin,  spoon  and  a  small 
New  Testament. 

They  also  included  a  list  of  agen¬ 
cies  in  the  area  that  help  hungry, 
homeless  persons. 

Members  keep  several  of  the  ‘re¬ 
lief  bags’  in  their  cars  and  at  the 
church  office  to  hand  out  when  the 
need  arises. 


CSRW  accepting  nominations 
for  Sojourner  Truth  Award 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  is  now  accept¬ 
ing  nominations  for  the  second  annual  Sojourner  Truth  Award. 

Presentation  will  be  made  June  8  in  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
in  connection  with  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

The  award  was  established  last  year  to  recognize  a  woman  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  who  has  made  contributions  as  a  caring  Chris¬ 
tian  to  her  congregation  and  to  the  community.  Women  from  the  la¬ 
ity  and  clergy  are  eligible. 

Nominations  should  be  sent  by  May  10  to:  The  Rev.  Kibbie  Hat¬ 
field,  71 1  N.  Charter  St,  Delhi,  LA  71232. 


Cluster  training  workshops  scheduled 


Cluster  Training  Workshops  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Conference  Center 
campaign  continue  this  week.  Clus¬ 
ters  are  small  groups  of  churches  ar¬ 
ranged  geographically  within 
districts.  Local  congregations  will 
send  their  campaign  leaders  to  their 
cluster’s  training  event.  The  leaders 
are  to  receive  instruction  on  getting 


tries  deliver  large-print  Upper 
Room  devotional  guides  and  Ma¬ 
ture  Years  magazines  to  persons 
who  are  unable  to  leave  their 
homes.  They  take  birthday  cards  to 
nursing  home  residents  and  send 
get-well  and  other  cards  to  persons 
who  are  prayer  concerns.  The 
church,  whose  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Bill 
Rowell,  voted  to  share  their  facili¬ 
ties  with  First  Baptist  Church 
whose  building  is  under  construc¬ 
tion. 


their  local  campaigns  organized. 

Acadiana  District  Cluster  3  will 
meet  at  2  p.m.  Sunday,  April  18,  in 
Patterson  UMC.  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  Cluster  4  will  meet  in  Green¬ 
wood  UMC  on  Sunday,  April  1 8,  at 
4  p.m. 

Meeting  Monday,  April  19,  at  7 
p.m.  will  be:  Alexandria  District 
Cluster  3,  Jena  Nolley  Memorial 
UMC,  Jena;  Baton  Rouge  District 
Cluster  5,  Jackson  UMC;  Monroe 
District  duster  1 ,  Asbury  UMC. 

On  Tuesday,  April  20,  at  7  p.m. 
the  following  will  meet:  Alexandria 
District  Cluster  4,  First  UMC,  Alex¬ 
andria;  Ruston  District  Cluster  5, 
Homer;  North  Shore  District  Clus¬ 
ter  2,  Centenary  UMC. 

Slated  to  meet  at  7  p.m.  Wednes¬ 
day,  April  21,  are:  Ruston  District 
Cluster  6,  Dubach  UMC,  and 
Monroe  District  Cluster  4,  First 
UMC,  Bastrop. 


Faith  forum 
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What  Sallman's  paintings  mean  to  me 


The  Reporter,  in  cooperation  with 
a  research  project  of  Valparaiso  Uni¬ 
versity,  recently  asked  readers  for 
their  anecdotes  and  experiences  in¬ 
volving  the  painting  “Head  of  Christ" 
and  others  by  artist  Warner  Sallman. 
All  responses  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
research  project  Following  are  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  selected  responses. 

Ruth  Johnston,  Matteson,  Ill.: 

Warner  Sallman  was  a  friend  of 
my  father,  the  Rev.  George  T. 
Carl.  Mr.  Sallman  visited  my  dad 
at  his  pastorates  in  Park  Ridge, 
Ill.,  and  Mason  City,  Iowa.  I  think 
Sallman's  life  and  paintings  had  a 
profound  effect  on  my  dad’s  min¬ 
istry.  When  I  was  married,  my 
parents  gave  my  husband  and  me 
Sallman’s  painting  of  “Christ  at 
the  Door.”  When  our  first  child 
was  born,  she  received  a  Sallman 
painting  of  the  youthful  Christ. 
Our  children  and  grandsons  al¬ 
ways  had  a  place  for  this  painting 
in  their  bedrooms. 

Ted  Leach,  Birmingham,  Ala.: 
Twenty  years  ago  I  made  a  pasto¬ 
ral  call  on  a  parishioner  whom  ev¬ 
eryone  called  “Uncle  Hilton.” 
There  were  two  pictures  in  his 
modest  living  room — his  crew-cut 
nephew  in  Navy  uniform  and  Sall¬ 
man’s  “Head  of  Christ.” 

Uncle  Hilton  wasn’t  pleased 
with  what  he  perceived  as  the 
“radical”  elements  in  our  country 
at  that  time — people  who  protest¬ 
ed  against  the  Vietnam  War,  for 
instance. 

Uncle  Hilton  then  pointed  with 
pride  to  his  nephew’s  photo  and 
said,  “That’s  what  Jesus  would 
look  like!”  Noting  the  other  pic- 


Marte  Franklin's  chalk  portrait 
of  Christ,  a  legacy  from  her 
late  father,  was  drawn  in  1944 
by  Warner  Sallman. 
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ture,  my  mind,  but  not  my  lips, 
said,  “Uncle  Hilton,  that’s  what 
Jesus  would  look  like — one  of 
those  hippies!” 

Now  it’s  hard  for  me  to  look  at 
Sallman’s  painting  without  think¬ 
ing  of  Uncle  Hilton  and  his  vision 
of  a  crew-cut  Jesus. 

Dorothy  Wyatt,  Athens,  Tenn.: 
My  late  husband  was  a  Methodist 
minister.  We  tried  to  place  Sall¬ 
man’s  “Head  of  Christ”  on  a  wall 
above  every  pulpit  he  served.  The 
pictures  seemed  to  help  in  wor¬ 
ship,  prayer  and  better  living.  The 
eyes  of  Christ  penetrate  one’s  soul. 

Lloyd  Bower,  Rockford,  Ill.:  It 

seemed  to  me  that  Sallman’s 
painting  portrayed  Christ  as  a 
man  of  clean-cut,  clear-eyed  cour- 


Marte  Franklin,  Santa  Barbara, 

Calif:  1  have  an  original  Sallman 
picture  (see  accompanying  photo 
at  left).  It  was  done  in  chalk  by 
Warner  Sallman  in  May  1944. 

At  that  time  my  father,  the  Rev. 
Henry  E.  Kolbe,  was  a  student  at 
what  is  now  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.  Mr.  Sallman  drew  it  while 
giving  a  chapel  talk  at  Garrett. 

My  dad  noticed  that  the  picture 
was  different  from  the  “original.” 
The  eyes  aren’t  looking  up  as  high, 
the  eyebrows  are  arched  more,  the 
mouth  is  set  firmer  and  the  neck 
seems  tighter. 

Dad  contacted  Mr.  Sallman  and 
asked  what  was  happening  in  his 


age  who  could  stand  up  to  ruling 
and  malignant  evils  without 
flinching  or  backing  down.  He 
could  work  for  the  highest  good 
without  compromise  and  at  the 
same  time  could  see  and  challenge 
the  good  that  glimmers  in  the 
worst  life.  ...  It  was  under  the 
banner  of  this  manly  Christ  that  I 
conceived  of  myself  as  marching 
during  my  ministry. 

Norris  D.  Lineweaver,  Houston, 
Texas:  At  Rich  Port  YMCA  in  La 
Grange,  Ill.,  I  was  admiring  a  large 
portrait  of  Sallman’s  “Head  of 
Christ”  when  I  wondered  aloud: 
“Why  do  they  call  this  ‘Sallman’s 
Head  of  Christ?’  ”  The  YMCA  di¬ 
rector,  who  was  standing  nearby, 
came  over  and  introduced  me  to 
Warner  Sallman,  who  was  stand¬ 
ing  right  beside  me!  He  was  at  the 
YMCA  to  consult  on  the  design  of 
a  statue  being  built  at  the  front  en¬ 
trance  to  interpret  his  painting, 
“God  Is  My  Co-Pilot.” 

Winfrey  Dickerson  Jr.,  Floris¬ 
sant,  Mo.:  For  me,  almost  ever 
since  I  can  remember,  the  picture 
“Head  of  Christ”  has  been  offen¬ 
sive.  1  have  seen  this  artistic  piece 
in  churches  and  homes  for  many 
years.  It  seems  to  speak  to  me  of  a 
romanticized  image  of  Jesus 
Christ  which  is  not  grounded  very 
well  in  our  everyday  existence,  es¬ 
pecially  as  we  work  in  difficult  ar¬ 
eas  for  justice  in  our  world.  As  a 
black  person,  I’ve  found  the  por¬ 
trait  inadequate  as  related  to  my 
own  experience  and  culture. 

Thomas  P.  Williams  Jr.,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.:  Every  morning  for  30 


life  in  May  1944  that  might  have 
influenced  his  drawing. 

Mr.  Sallman  responded  that  at 
that  time  his  son  was  in  England 
during  the  news  blackout  prior  to 
the  D-Day  invasion.  Mr.  Sallman 
and  my  dad  concluded  that  he  had 
indeed  drawn  the  picture  of  Christ 
as  if  asking  Him  to  look  especially 
after  his  son  and  all  the  sons  who 
were  there  at  that  time. 

This  story  is  written  on  the  back 
of  the  framed  picture,  which  was 
given  to  my  father  when  he  retired 
from  Garrett-Evangelical  as  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  theology  in  the  early 
1970s.  It  now  hangs  in  my  home 
and  upon  my  death  will  go  to  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Santa  Barbara. 


FaithLine 


years,  as  each  member  of  my  fam¬ 
ily  descended  the  staircase  of  our 
home,  we  gazed  at  the  warm  coun¬ 
tenance  of  Christ.  It  hangs  on  the 
upper  portion  of  the  stairwell,  op¬ 
posite  the  stairs.  Our  three  chil¬ 
dren  are  grown,  but  my  wife  and  I, 
along  with  any  visiting  children  or 
grandchildren,  continue  to  be  in¬ 
spired  by  the  warmth  and  friendli¬ 
ness  of  the  “Head  of  Christ”  each 
time  one  of  us  heads  down  the 
stairs. 

John  H.  Brand,  Austin,  Texas: 

Wherever  1  went,  there  was  Sall¬ 
man’s  image  of  Jesus.  . . .  His 
slightly  upward  gaze  directed  one’s 
own  eyes  towards  God  and  away 
from  the  hurts,  disappointments, 
the  harshness  of  life.  And  it  was 
this  gaze  that  caused  me  to  resent 
this  picture. 

In  some  way,  I  think  that  Sall¬ 
man’s  portrait ...  is  responsible  in 
some  significant  measure  for  the 
cultic  form  of  “Christian”  religion 
that  influences  America  so  pow¬ 
erfully  today.  The  message  ...  is 
almost  solely  concerned  with  one’s 
own  personal  salvation.  The  phe¬ 
nomenon  is  ignorant  of  the  great 
prophetic  tradition  of  Isaiah,  Jere¬ 
miah  and  Amos  that  demands  eco¬ 
nomic  equity  and  legal  justice. 

Alice  Jane  Gorishek,  Tulsa, 
Okla.:  I  was  privileged  to  see 
Warner  Sallman  paint  this  picture 
as  he  re-created  it  for  a  college 
youth  worship  service  at  North¬ 
western  University  in  Evanston, 
Ill.,  many  years  ago.  As  he  painted 
each  feature,  he  explained  why  he 
had  chosen  to  paint  it  exactly  that 
way  and  why  he  felt  so  compelled 
to  paint  the  “Head  of  Christ”  and 
what  Christ  meant  to  him.  Then 
the  lights  were  dimmed  and  a  light 
focused  only  on  his  painting. 
Many  that  night  gave  their  lives  to 
Christ — including  me. 

John  C.  Wills  II,  High  Island, 

Texas:  This  popular  work  of  art 
terrified  me  as  a  boy.  A  playmate 
told  me  that  this  was  “a  picture  of 
the  way  Jesus  would  look  at  you 
before  he  sends  you  to  hell!”  I  was 
in  kindergarten  and  his  comment 
terrified  me.  I  asked  my  mother  if 
my  friend’s  interpretation  of  the 
painting  was  correct.  She  said, 
“No,  your  little  friend  is  wrong. 
Jesus  is  thinking  about  how  much 
he  loves  everybody  in  the  world, 
especially  you!”  I  have  enjoyed  the 
painting  since  that  day. 


Another  Sallman  rendering 
recalls  World  War  II  prayer 


Creator,  not  creation, 
should  be  our  priority 


I  heartily  disagree  with  Jane 
Spear’s  assumption  that  “caring  for 
creation”  by  putting  the  “planet 
first”  should  be  our  priority  as 
Christians  (see  UMR,  March  19 
and  related  “Here  I  Stand”  below). 

While  by  no  means  dismissing 
our  need  to  act  responsibly  toward 
creation,  I  believe  our  priority  as 
Christians  needs  to  be  a  close  fel¬ 
lowship  with  our  Creator  God  and 
the  salvation  of  all  our  fellow  hu¬ 
mans.  If  we  could  truly  accomplish 
that,  "caring  for  creation”  would 
become  a  natural  extension  of  uni¬ 
versal  fellowship  with  God. 

Neither  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  nor  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  neglecting  its  responsibil¬ 
ities  by  focusing  upon  the  spiritual 
well-being  of  the  membership  over 
external,  often  overly  politicized  is¬ 
sues  concerning  the  environment. 
Spiritual  well-being  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  responsible  action  in  our 
environment. 

Sara  J.  Chambers 
High  Roll,  New  Mexico 

Let's  make  news 

In  reply  to  Jane  Spear’s  letter  (see 
UMR,  March  19  and  related  “Here 
I  Stand”  below),  I  agree  with  Ms. 
Spear  that  church  members  need  to 
become  more  committed  to  caring 
for  creation.  There  is  much  in 
Scripture  and  our  traditions  that 
call  us  to  re-evaluate  our  consump¬ 
tion  of  all  that  creation  offers. 

As  to  her  question  why  the  Re¬ 
porter  doesn’t  cover  “caring  for  cre¬ 
ation,”  I  would  suggest  that  United 
Methodists  begin  making  news  in 
this  area.  If  each  annual  conference 
designated  a  person  to  be  “environ¬ 
mental  justice  coordinator”  and 
each  church  began  to  look  at  how 
the  way  we  are  living  impacts  all  of 
creation,  projects  would  arise  that 
would  be  really  newsworthy. 

Resources  are  available  through 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  as  well  as  Women’s  Division  of 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  help  congregations  get  going  on 
this  issue  which  is  so  vital  to  our  fu¬ 
ture  on  this  planet. 

Mary  Hayenga 
Andover,  South  Dakota 

Publication  helped 

The  article  in  the  March  5th  Re¬ 
porter  helped  bring  clarity  to  the 
debate  over  Colorado’s  Amend¬ 
ment  2.  By  printing  the  amendment 
itself,  we  were  allowed  to  see  what 
actually  is  at  issue. 

After  reading  the  amendment  it  is 
obvious  that  it  in  no  way  removes 
the  rights  of  people  who  choose  to 
practice  the  homosexual  lifestyle.  It 
simply  doesn’t  allow  them  more 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

rights  than  the  rest  of  us. 

David  Welch 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 

It's  2001 

This  is  probably  a  lost  cause,  but 
as  a  former  newspaper  editor  let  me 
correct  a  headline  in  the  March  5  is¬ 
sue:  “Millennium  Watch  awaits 
year  2,000.” 

As  I  count,  it  should  have  read 
“year  2001.”  It  takes  1,000  years  to 
complete  a  millennium.  Thus  the 
twenty-first  century  begins  in  2001. 
But  it  will  probably  be  hailed  in  the 
year  2000.  So  much  for  accuracy. 
Lloyd  R.  Applegate 
Ocean  Grove,  New  Jersey 

I'm  shocked 

As  a  lifelong  United  Methodist  1 
was  shocked  to  read  in  the  Feb.  26 
issue  of  the  Reporter  that  Roger  L. 
Burgess,  general  secretary  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  had 
signed  a  letter  to  President  Clinton 
calling  for  re-regulation  of  the 
broadcast  industry. 

Mr.  Burgess  does  not  understand 
that  which  he  has  endorsed.  Dereg¬ 
ulation  of  the  broadcast  industry — 
mainly  by  removing  outdated  and 
burdensome  rules — has  freed 
broadcasters  to  devote  more  effort 
to  meeting  the  public  interest. 

I  am  disappointed  that  apparent¬ 
ly  Mr.  Burgess  did  not  consult  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  who  are  broadcasters 
before  making  his  observations. 

Tom  Bums 
Dixon,  Illinois 

I'm  saddened 

As  a  Christian  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  I  am  deeply  saddened  that 
our  paper  would  allow  a  comment 
from  someone  saying  that  Rev.  Bil¬ 
ly  Graham  betrayed  us  when  he 
went  to  Russia  (see  UMR,  March 
12). 

If  you  will  read  the  comment  you 
can  see  that  it  plainly  states  that  he 
went  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  to 
minister  to  the  persecuted  Chris¬ 
tians  suffering  under  communist 
rule.  How  will  these  people  receive 
the  word  of  God  if  someone  like 
Billy  Graham  does  not  go  to  them? 

Leslie  Long,  Jr. 

Broaddus,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66027 5,  Dallas,  Texas  75 266-027 5. 


Faith  must  be  essential  to  ecology 


By  OLIN  M.  IVEY 

What  is  the  interrelationship  be¬ 
tween  faith  and  ecology? 

During  the  observance  of  Earth 
Week,  you  might  hear  some  refer  to 
it  as  “the  religious  dimension”  in  the 
quest  for  environmental  integrity. 

This  concept  misses  the  mark. 
Faith  constitutes  not  one  of  several  di¬ 
mensions  but  the  very  essence  of  an 
ecological  perspective  on  life  itself. 

Exploring  this  interrelationship 
means  that  one  places  the  ecological 
question  in  the  midst  of  one’s  reli¬ 
gious  journey.  The  eco-odyssey  and 
the  faith  odyssey  become  one. 

The  Earth  and  the  universe  form 
God’s  creation,  to  be  approached 
and  dealt  with  as  sacred.  Yahweh’s 
declaration  on  Mt.  Sinai  that  Moses 
was  on  “sacred  ground”  becomes 
for  us  a  benediction  that  all  ground 
is  sacred  ground.  The  flames  of  the 
burning  bush  surround  us  and  con¬ 
front  us  at  every  turn  and  remind  us 
this  is  God’s  green  earth.  It  is  to  be 
treasured  because  it  is  God’s  cre¬ 
ation. 

Only  God  is  worshipped,  but  we 


Here  I  Stand 

The  Rev.  Olin  M.  Ivey  is  a  retired 
clergy  member  of  the  Holston  Annual 
Conference  and  executive  director  of 
the  Georgia  Environmental  Organiza¬ 
tion  Inc.  in  Atlanta. 

hold  the  rest  of  creation  as  sacred  be¬ 
cause  it  too  has  been  created  by  God. 

By  bringing  together  the  perspec¬ 
tives  of  faith,  environmental  con¬ 
cerns,  the  demand  of  economic 
sustainability,  and  scientific  in¬ 
sights  we  can  develop  and  foster  an 
ecological  foundation  of  life. 

What  is  ecology?  It  is  the  totality  or 
pattern  or  relations  between  organ¬ 
isms  and  their  environment. 

The  word  itself  is  derived  from 
the  Greek  word,  oikos,  which  means 
“house”  or  “home.”  Oikos  is  also 
the  root  word  for  both  “ecumeni¬ 
cal”  and  “economics.”  To  develop 
an  ecological  foundation  of  life  is  to 
be  concerned  with  one’s  "habitat,” 
with  the  way  all  living  things  inter¬ 
relate  within  their  common  “house¬ 
hold”  which  also  includes  nonliving 


surroundings. 

An  ecologist  might  be  thought  of 
as  a  homemaker,  a  house  builder,  a 
maid,  a  caretaker — but  not  a  home- 
owner.  “The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and 
the  fullness  thereof;  the  world  and 
they  that  dwell  therein.”  (Psalms 
24:1). 

Our  Earth  is  a  highly  ordered  sys¬ 
tem  in  which  more  than  a  million 
species  of  living  things  are  main¬ 
tained  by  the  sun-powered  cycling 
of  liquid,  solid  and  gas.  These  pro¬ 
cesses  take  place  in  thin  films  of  wa¬ 
ter,  land  and  air — the  ecosphere. 
Every  creature  lives  within  this  bio¬ 
sphere  and  draws  from  it  the  mate¬ 
rial  needed  for  life  and  contributes 
in  the  same  way  to  the  continuing 
viability  of  the  ecosphere.  This  is 
the  nature  of  a  habitat. 

To  discover  how  all  this  works 
out  in  the  midst  of  our  daily  lives 
and  within  the  complex  interdepen¬ 
dency  of  the  biosphere — God’s  cre¬ 
ation — underlines  our  life’s  journey 
as  Christians. 

God  gave  us  our  home.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  destroy  it  but  to  learn  how 
to  be  good  stewards  within  it. 
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What  others  are  saying 


“In  reality,  holiness  consists  of 
one  thing  only:  complete  loyalty  to 
God’s  will.” 

— Jean-Pierre  de  Caussade,  18th 
Century  French  spiritual  master. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Go  therefore  and  make  disciples 
of  all  nations,  baptizing  in  the  name 
of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  20:29) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  18 

Sunday:  Psalms  16:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  16:7-1 1 
Tuesday:  Acts  2:14a,  22-28 
Wednesday:  Acts  2:29-32 
Thursday:  1  Peter  1:3-5 
Friday:  1  Peter  1 :6-9 
Saturday:  John  20: 1 9-3 1 


“All  of  us  are  going  to  spend  the 
rest  of  our  lives  searching  for  the  sa¬ 
cred  in  everything  we  touch  and  in 
everyone  we  meet.” 

— The  Rev.  George  Holcombe,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas. 

*  *  * 

“Bullying,  intimidation,  dogma¬ 
tism,  personal  attacks,  labeling, 


prooftexting — these  are  all  weapons 
of  “the  entrenched  mind.”  Insults, 
half-truths,  innuendos,  impugning 
of  motives  are  the  artillery  shells 
lobbed  from  the  mental  bunkers  of 
those  who  would  rather  defeat  than 
understand." 

— Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder,  Nash¬ 
ville  Area. 


A  ONE 

LL  5 
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Children 


A  United  Methodist 
Conference  on  Ministries 
with  Children 
July  27-31,  1993,  Nashville,  TN 


A  time  for:  Teachers,  Pastors,  Coordinators,  Professional  Christian  Educators,  Child 
Care  Directors,  Parents,  Children 

Featured  leaders:  Bishop  Cal  McConnell,  Joycelyn  Elders,  Carolyn  Brown,  Michael 
Williams,  and  Thomas  More. 

For  information  call:  (615)  340-7141 
or  write:  MaryJane  Pierce  Norton 
P.O.  Box  840 
Nashville,  TN  37202 

Registration:  $150  before  April  23;  $175  before  July  9;  $200  after  July  9. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


'DISEASE  OF  THE  SPIRIT':  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg, 
Pa.  Area)  had  quite  a  bit  to  say  recently  as  lead- 
off  witness  in  a  day  of  hearings  devoted  to 
"Drug-Free  Families,  Schools,  and  Work-, 
places.”  He  testified  before  the  24-member 
President’s  Commission  on  Model  State  Drug 
Laws,  which  is  charged  with  developing  recom¬ 
mended  legislation  by  the  end  of  May  1993. 
The  bishop  spent  1990  on  special  assignment 
from  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
heading  the  denomination’s  drug  and  violence 
program.  Bishop  May  told  the  federal  panel  that 
drug  addiction  is  a  disease  of  the  spirit  as  well 
as  of  the  body. 

SUIT  FILED:  A  lawsuit  against  the  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Exchange  Commission  has  been  filed 
by  church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Women’s  Division,  the  New  York  City  Employ¬ 
ees  Retirement  System  and  U.S.  Trust  Co.  of 
Boston.  The  suit,  filed  last  month  in  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  in  New  York,  seeks  reversal  of  com¬ 
mission  rulings  that  bar  inclusion  of  certain 
shareholder  resolutions  in  proxy  statements. 
Connie  Takamine,  Women's  Division  treasurer, 
cited  “gradual  erosion”  of  shareholders’  ability 
to  offer  resolutions  on  affirmative  action  and 
employment-related  issues  as  the  impetus  for 
the  court  action.  According  to  the  plaintiffs,  the 
commission  violated  the  federal  administrative 
procedures  code  by  changing  its  proxy  rules 
without  public  comment. 

THE  MEANING  OF  FAMILY:  The 

chief  ecumenical  officer  of  the  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  says  Christians 
should  change  their  “nar¬ 
row  views  of  the  meaning  of 
family.”  The  Rev.  Joan 
Brown  Campbell  told  some 
4,000  people  at  the  recent 
United  Methodist  Global 
Gathering  in  Indianapolis 
that  “too  many  feel  respon- 
“The  daily 
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Dr.  Campbell 

sible  only  for  their  own  kind 
deaths  of  thousands  of  people  in  Somalia  are 
not  considered  family  matters  to  most  Ameri¬ 
cans,”  said  the  ordained  minister  from  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

STILL  BAN  WOMEN:  A  federal  agency’s 
policy  that  blocks  women  from  serving  as  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  chaplains  at  Veterans  Adminis¬ 
tration  hospitals  is  illegal,  a  federal  appeals 
court  ruled  recently.  But  the  court’s  decision 
does  not  mean  women  can  start  lining  up  for 
Catholic  chaplaincy  posts.  The  court,  in  one 
portion  of  its  decision,  said  it  is  illegal  for  a  fed¬ 
eral  agency  to  bar  someone  from  a  job  because 
of  gender.  But  it  also  upheld  a  Veterans  Admin¬ 
istration  policy  that  requires  chaplain  appli¬ 
cants  to  obtain  endorsement  from  their 
denomination. 

KEY  ELECTION:  The  General  Board  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  will 
vote  April  1 9  whether  to  confirm  the  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  L.  Hamm  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  as  the  nomi¬ 
nee  for  general  minister  and  president  of  the 
denomination.  The  elected  person  also  serves  as 
the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  1 -million  mem¬ 
ber  Disciples  of  Christ.  If  confirmed  by  the  161- 
voting  member  General  Board,  Mr.  Hamm  will 
stand  for  election  during  the  denomination’s 
General  Assembly/Synod  in  St.  Louis,  July  1 5-20. 
The  Disciples  are  meeting  jointly  with  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  General  Synod. 

NEW  WOMAN  BISHOP:  Norway  has 
appointed  the  country’s  first  woman  bishop — 
and  the  first  in  the  Nordic  region.  The  next 
bishop  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  will 
be  Rosemarie  Koehn.  She  will  be  consecrated  on 
May  20.  Gudmund  Hernes,  minister  of  church 
affairs,  said  “The  time  is  ripe.  The  opportunity 
is  here.  The  decision  has  been  taken.”  Ms. 
Koehn  will  be  the  first  woman  bishop  in  the 
Nordic  churches  and  the  third  Lutheran  woman 
bishop  worldwide — after  Marie  Jepsen  in  Ger¬ 
man  and  Ulring  Larson  in  the  U.S. 

INVITATION  DROPPED:  Long  Run 
Baptist  Association,  which  encompasses  metro¬ 
politan  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  rescinded  its  invita¬ 
tion  to  the  Rev.  Keith  Parks  to  speak  at  its 
annual  meeting  next  fall.  Dr.  Parks  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  from  1 980  until  his  retirement  last  Octo¬ 
ber.  About  a  month  later  he  was  named  mis¬ 
sions  coordinator  for  the  moderate  Cpoperative 
Baptist  Fellowship. 
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Holocaust  aided  or  thwarted  by  Christians? 


A  small  Jewish  man  directed  a  point- 
blank  question  at  a  large  Catholic  priest. 

“Do  you  think  the  Catholic  church  and 
the  Vatican  contributed  to  the  extermina¬ 
tion  of  6  million  Jews  in  World  War  II?” 

The  Jew,  a  Holocaust  survivor  and  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  a  recent  conference  on  the  Holo¬ 
caust  at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
said  he  wanted  a  simple  yes  or  no  answer. 

But  a  simple  answer  was  not  forthcom¬ 
ing.  In  the  end,  answers  to  this  and  many 
other  Holocaust-related  questions  seemed 
to  be  “yes”  and  “no.” 

These  answers  were  given  by  Jewish, 
Catholic  and  Protestant  historians  and  theo¬ 
logians  invited  to  address  the  conference. 

And  the  questions,  posed  against 
screaming  headlines  of  today’s  religion-in- 
spired  or  abetted  atrocities,  were  not 
merely  academic. 


Religion  scholars  explore  Holocaust's 
effects  on  Jewish/Christian  relations 


Scattered  through  the  audience  of  some 
86  Christians  and  Jews  were  a  handful  of 
survivors  of  the  Holocaust’s  dark  epoch: 
1933-1945. 

Many  Christians  supported  Nazism 

Marc  Sapperstein,  a  professor  of  Jewish 
History  and  Thought  at  Washington  Univer¬ 
sity  in  St.  Louis,  said  many  Christians  [Prot¬ 
estant  and  Catholic]  supported  Nazism. 

He  said  there  is  considerable  evidence 
that  many  Christians  saw  Jews  as  a  repro¬ 
bate  people  who  were  cursed  by  God  as  co¬ 
horts  of  the  Devil  and  as  people  condemned 
by  religious  leaders  many  years  before 
World  War  II. 


But,  he  added,  Christians  may  not  have 
realized  the  conflicts  with  their  own  faith 
when  they  sent  Jews  to  their  deaths. 

It  was  48  years  before  Rosalie  Schiff 
could  bring  herself  to  talk  about  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  as  a  teenager  and  to  her  fam¬ 
ily  in  Poland  during  the  Holocaust.  Now 
she  was  sharing  her  stories  with  conference 
participants. 

Beside  her  was  a  targe  1930s  photograph 
of  a  terrified  child  being  held  at  gunpoint. 

"My  little  8-year-old  cousin  was  standing 
so  bravely  with  her  hands  up.  'Please  don 't 
kill  me.  ’  she  said  to  the  soldier.  7  can  peel 
potatoes  in  the  kitchen.  I  can  sew.  ’  Then  he 
shot  her. " 

Some  Christians  found  the  courage  to 
help  Jews,  Dr.  Sapperstein  continued, 
even  when  helping  them  could  have  meant 
their  own  executions. 

Some  congregations  were  urged  not  to  al¬ 
low  themselves  to  be  agitated  by  Nazi  lead¬ 
ers. 

In  addition,  pity  for  the  Jews  was  urged 
in  some  sermons,  he  said,  particularly  in 
the  Confessing  Church — which  was 
formed  by  Christians  who  opposed  Nazi 
anti-Semitic  policies. 

“There  is  a  potential  for  intolerance  in 
any  religious  tradition  and  a  potential  for 
transcending  intolerance,”  he  said. 

"People  in  the  concentration  camps  were 
so  hungry  they  would  eat  anything,  "  Mrs. 
Schiff  said.  "They  cut  off  the  buttocks  of 
dead  people  and  ate  them. 

"After  the  war,  my  husband — a  tall 
man — was  found  under  the  barracks  of  the 
camp,  still  alive.  He  weighed  69  pounds. " 

The  Vatican  knew,  said  British-born 
John  S.  Conway,  the  Anglican  author  of 
“The  Nazi  Persecution  of  the  Churches 
1939-1945.” 

'The  church  was  appalled' 

“The  Vatican  had  confirmed  reports  of 
one  atrocity  after  another,”  he  said. 


“The  church  was  appalled,”  Dr.  Conway 
continued.  Some  Christian  leaders  made 
numerous  appeals  to  the  Nazi  leadership. 

"But  the  Nazis  were  not  susceptible  to 
moral  protest  no  matter  how  frequently  re¬ 
peated,”  he  said.  “A  direct  challenge 
would  not  have  been  tolerated.” 

Dr.  Conway  painted  a  picture  of  a  large¬ 
ly  ineffectual  and  ignored  World  War  II 
European  church  and  a  Vatican  surround¬ 
ed  by  and  infiltrated  with  Nazis. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  “a  great  many 
German  Catholics  and  Protestants  wel¬ 
comed  the  Nazi  regime  because  it  seemed  to 
offer  the  hope  of  national  renewal.” 

And  silence  may  have  helped  keep  the 
church  alive,  he  said. 

"To  this  day,"  Mrs.  Schiff  said,  "I’m 
afraid  of  escalators  going  down  because  I 
have  visions  of  the  people  going  down  in  the 
mass  graves  where  I  had  to  bury  them  with 
my  bare  hands. 

"Little  eyes  . . .  little  hands  .  .  .  little 
feet. " 

For  two  days,  conference  participants 
wrestled  with  the  question  of  church  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  Holocaust.  At  the  very 
least,  some  suggested,  Christian-based 
anti-Semitic  teachings  laid  the  foundation 
for  later  atrocities. 

Others  were  adamant  that  high-ranking 
Catholic  officials  were  more  than  ideologi¬ 
cal  participants,  that  they  were  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  Nazi  activities. 

From  the  audience,  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Farmer,  a  retired  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  urged  Christians  to  “acknowledge  the 
culpability  of  the  church  for  its  part  in  the 
Holocaust”  and  to  say  "that  we  are  truly 
sorry. . . .” 

“But  it  is  not  enough  to  say  we  are  sorry; 
we  must  be  prepared  to  go  farther  and  beg 
forgiveness  from  our  Jewish  brothers  and 
sisters.” 

However,  Dr.  Sapperstein  questioned 
whether  a  collective  apology  is  appropriate 
from  those  who  themselves  were  not  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  Holocaust. 

Modem  relationships  between  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews,  he  said,  should  not  be 
based  on  Jews  holding  Christians  responsi¬ 
ble  or  Christians  holding  themselves  re¬ 
sponsible  for  acts  they  did  not  commit. 


Nazi-influenced  theology 
still  abroad  in  Christianity 
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Mass  graves  were  often  the  final  destination  of  Jews  during  the  Holocaust.  In 
the  article  above,  a  woman  tells  of  her  experience  in  the  graves. 

Debunked  anti-Semitic  work 
resurfaces  in  Russian  church 


“Anti-Semitism  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  is  still  alive,”  the  Rev.  Leonid 
Kishkovsky  recently  told  the  Reporter, 
calling  the  situation  “tragic.” 

Dr.  Kishkovsky,  who  is  ecumenical  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Orthodox  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  is  the  immediate  past  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  latest  episode  of  what  Dr.  Kish¬ 
kovsky  was  talking  about  involves  a  top 
official  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church, 
according  to  Peggy  Obrecht,  director  of 
Church  Relations  for  the  U.S.  Holocaust 
Memorial  Museum  in  Washington. 

At  the  recent  conference  on  the  Holo¬ 
caust  (see  related  articles  on  this  page), 
Mrs.  Obrecht  reported  that  the  second 
highest  ranking  clergyman  in  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church,  Metropolitan  Johann 
of  St.  Petersburg,  published  an  article  in  a 
recent  issue  of  “Sovietskaya  Rossiya." 

The  article,  she  said,  linked  an  alleged 
Jewish  conspiracy  to  take  over  the  world 
with  the  conditions  of  Russia  today. 

She  said  that  “Sovietskaya  Rossiya”  is  a 


“notoriously  anti-Semitic,  hard-line  com¬ 
munist  newspaper. 

“[The  Metropolitan]  juxtaposed  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  ‘The  Protocols  of  the  Elders  of 
Zion,’  which  spells  out  the  alleged  Jewish 
‘conspiracy,’  with  the  conditions  in  Russia 
today  in  his  article  titled  ‘The  Struggle  for 
Russia,’  ”  she  said. 

(The  “Protocols,”  first  published  in  the 
19th  century,  was  exposed  as  a  fake  long 
ago  by  scholars,  according  to  conference 
speakers,  but  new  editions  continue  to 
proliferate.  Hitler  reportedly  used  the 
book  as  an  excuse  to  exterminate  Jews 
during  the  Holocaust.) 

"Russian  Jews  are  anxiously  awaiting  any 
kind  of  important  statement  from  the  top 
Russian  Orthodox  official,  Patriarch 
Alexy,”  she  said,  “that  will  lay  this  to  rest.” 

But  Patriarch  Alexy  himself  was  vicious¬ 
ly  attacked  in  the  Russian  press  recently 
after  he  addressed  a  group  of  Jews  in  Swe¬ 
den,  Dr.  Kishkovsky  said  later  in  a  tele¬ 
phone  interview  with  the  Reporter. 

"He  was  accused  of  betraying  Christian¬ 
ity”  by  speaking  to  the  Jews,  he  said. 


Are  today’s  Christian  theologians  influ¬ 
enced  by  theologians  who  were  also  Nazis? 

Several  scholars  at  a  recent  conference 
on  the  Holocaust  (see  related  article 
above)  presented  evidence  suggesting  that 
the  answer  is  yes. 

One  Nazi  theologian  whose  writings  and 
ideas  were  examined  by  the  conference  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  is  Walter 
Grundmann. 

According  to  Joseph  B.  Tyson,  chair  of 
religious  studies  at  the  host  school  and  or¬ 
ganizer  of  the  conference,  Grundmann’s 
commentary  on  Luke  is  very  influential  on 
New  Testament  scholars. 

Removal  of  Old  Testament  favored 

Susannah  Heschel,  professor  of  Judaic 
Studies  at  Case  Western  Reserve  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Cleveland,  told  conference  partici¬ 
pants  that  her  recent  research  in  Germany 
had  revealed  that  Grundmann  was  part  of 
an  anti-Semitic  group  which  wished  to  re¬ 
move  all  Jewish  influence,  including  the 
Old  Testament,  from  the  Bible. 

“The  group  saw  Nazism  as  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  the  Scriptures,”  she  said. 

“The  Institute  for  the  Study  and  Eradi¬ 
cation  of  Jewish  Influence  on  German 
Church  Life,”  as  the  group  was  known, 
also  sought  to  remove  all  Jewish  terms, 
such  as  “Hallelujah,”  from  Christian  hym¬ 
nals,  she  said. 

After  1945.  many  of  these  same  pro- 
Nazi  theologians  found  successful  and 
flourishing  careers  in  the  German  Chris¬ 
tian  church,  serving  pulpits  and  training 
future  pastors,  she  continued. 

In  Germany  today,  she  said,  some  stu¬ 
dents  want  to  learn  about  what  happened 
during  the  Holocaust  and  are  deeply  trou¬ 
bled  about  what  they  learn.  However, 
many  still  do  not  understand  what  “anti- 
Semitism”  is,  she  said. 
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She  said  that  some  of  her  students  in 
Germany  said  to  her  last  year,  “But  isn’t 
that  what  the  Jewish  God  really  is:  A  mur¬ 
derous  God  who  wants  the  Jews  to  murder 
all  non-Jews?” 

Another  conference  speaker  was  Robert 
Ericksen.  author  of  “Theologians  under 
Hitler:  Gerhard  Kittel,  Paul  Althaus  and 
Emanuel  Hirsch." 

He  said  his  research  into  the  works  of 
Kittel  revealed  that  Kittel  had  endorsed  a 
very  harsh  view  of  dealing  with  Jews. 

Dictionary  in  use  today 

Kittel  was  editor  of  the  multi-volume 
“Theological  Dictionary  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment"  which.  Dr.  Ericksen  said,  many 
ministers  use  today  in  translation  from  the 
original  German. 

Kittel  was  a  charter  member  of  a  Nazi 
think-tank  to  develop  an  academic  ratio¬ 
nale  for  the  Nazi  regime,  he  said.. 

According  to  Kittel,  Dr.  Ericksen  con¬ 
tinued,  “There  is  always  one  goal  of  Jewry: 
Power  over  the  world.” 

Kittel  was  persuaded,  he  said,  that 
“Jews  are  prepared  to  kill  gentiles  at  any 
moment  for  any  cause”  and  that  “God 
asks  us  to  face  the  problem  and  deal  with 
it  as  harshly  as  necessary.” 

Dr.  Ericksen  called  on  Christian  theolo¬ 
gians  to  develop  a  post-holocaust  theology, 
“keeping  the  stench  of  Auschwitz  in  our 
nostrils.” 
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By  2000  the  United  Nations  predicts  the  world 
will  have  414  cities  of  over  one  million  people! 
Come  to  the  "PEOPLE  NEED  THE  LORO:  UR¬ 
BAN  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE  1993.” 

Practical  Help  For  Urban  Ministers 
October  1  -  2,  1993 
United  Methodist  Temple 
Port  Arthur,  Texas 


Write  to:  Rev.  Michael  Holcomb 
406  E.  Rlttenhouse 
Houston,  TX  77076 
Call:  Don  Lewis  (409)  962-5762 


INDIANAPOLIS— In  a  move 
against  pornography,  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions, 
the  nation’s  largest  church  pen¬ 
sion  fund,  recently  took  initial 
steps  toward  divesting  its  hold¬ 
ings  in  Kmart. 

Kmart’s  Waldenbooks  subsid¬ 
iary  stocks  three  magazines  that 
have  been  identified  as  sexually 
explicit. 

The  board,  which  owns  more 
than  800,000  shares  of  Kmart 
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porate  responsibility  committee. 

The  agency’s  investment  com¬ 
mittee,  whose  orders  to  buy  and 
sell  do  not  require  full  board  rati¬ 
fication,  will  take  formal  action 
on  the  recommendation  at  a  July 
meeting. 

Board  officials  have  written 
letters,  met  with  company  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  submitted  share¬ 
holder  resolutions  to  bring 
pressure  on  Kmart  to  remove 
“adult"  magazines  from  Walden- 


recent  " Pensions  and  Investments" 
magazine  listing  of  the  nation's  top  200  pension 
funds  pegged  the  United  Methodist  fund  as  98th . 


books  shelves. 

A  recent  “Pensions  and  Invest¬ 
ments"  magazine  listing  of  the 
nation’s  top  200  pension  funds 
pegged  the  United  Methodist 
fund  as  98th  in  assets. 

Four  other  church  funds  were 
in  the  top  200 — the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  No.  128;  the 


Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
145;  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  174;  and  the 
Episcopal  Church,  192. 

The  pension  agency’s  total  in¬ 
vestments  recently  “pierced  the  $5 
billion  barrier”  for  ihe  first  time, 
investment  chairman  John  En¬ 
glish  of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  reported. 


includes  60  percent  equities,  26 
percent  fixed  income,  12  percent 
cash  and  2  percent  real  estate.  The 
investment  panel  plans  to  review 
its  asset  allocation  with  an  eye  to 
increasing  investment  in  interna¬ 
tional  equities. 

The  investment  committee  re¬ 
tains  28  investment  managers 
with  a  variety  of  investment 
styles,  and  Mr.  English  said  the 
committee  is  exploring  ways  to 
increase  use  of  minority-  and 
women-owned  investment  firms. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

INTERNATIONAL  DONOR:  The 

Chinese  Financial  Education  Development 
Foundation  of  Beijing  has  given  an  unrestricted 
$100,000  to  United  Methodist-related  Camp 
Aldersgate,  a  120-acre  facility  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  The  camp  is  owned  by  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Leaders  from  the  Chinese  group 
learned  about  the  camp  through  Arkansas  Gov. 
Jim  Guy  Tucker  and  other  state  and  corporate 
officials  from  Arkansas.  Camp  Aldersgate  offers 
year-round  respite  care  programs  for  children 
with  disabilities  and  activities  for  children  with 
conditions  such  as  spina  bifida,  cerebral  palsy, 
asthma,  diabetes  and  cancer. 

BMCR  CHAIRPERSON:  The  Rev.  Tal¬ 
lulah  Fisher  Williams,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Hartzell  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Chicago,  was  elected 
chairperson  of  Black  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Church  Renew¬ 
al — the  denomination’s 
largest  ethnic-minority  cau¬ 
cus — during  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  25th  anniversary  Ms.  Williams 
meeting  last  month.  Ms.  Williams  is  the  first 
clergywoman  to  hold  that  office. 

MARK  ANNIVERSARY:  As  part  of  its 
April  23-27  semiannual  meeting  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.,  the  church’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  will  mark  the  25th  anniversary  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  founding.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Evangelical  United  Brethren  churches 
united  in  April  1 968  at  a  conference  in  Dallas. 

RESEARCH  AWARD:  The  1993  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  Women  in  United  Methodist  History 
research  grant  will  focus  her  study  on  an  Ohio 
congregation  that  has  an  unusual  record  in  pro¬ 
ducing  women  clergy.  The  $1,000  grant  is  going 
to  Marybelle  H.  Landrum  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  a 
student  at  Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio.  Through  oral  history  interviews,  Ms.  Lan¬ 
drum  will  study  Epworth-Euclid  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Cleveland  and  its  commitment 
to  women  in  ministry.  Eight  women  from  the 
congregation,  including  Bishop  Judith  Craig  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  have  entered  diaconal  and  or¬ 
dained  ministry  in  the  past  20  years. 

DISTINGUISHED  PROFESSOR:  The 

Rev.  Franklin  H.  Littell,  emeritus  professor  of 
religion  at  Temple  University  in  Philadelphia, 
has  been  named  a  distinguished  visiting  profes¬ 
sor  at  Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  for 
1 993-94.  A  retired  member  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Wyoming  Annual  Conference,  Dr.  Littell 
is  a  specialist  in  religious  liberty  and  persecu¬ 
tion  and  is  president  of  the  National  Institute 
on  the  Holocaust. 
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INDIANAPOLIS— Bishops  and  other  officers  of  the  church's  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
recently  commissioned  Marilyn  Beecher  and  18  other  missionaries  "to  carry  into  all  the  world 
the  sacred  message  of  the  gospel."  A  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Miami,  Fla., 
Ms.  Beecher  will  be  the  first  United  Methodist  missionary  assigned  to  Bulgaria  in  45  years.  She 
will  assist  in  writing  Christian  education  materials  at  the  Albert  Long  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Sofia,  Bulgaria. 

19  missionaries  are  sent  forth 


'Spiritual  something ' 
wins  banner  prize 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVAU 
Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS— A  calling 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  is  a  sign  of  the  reign  of 
God.  Just  make  sure  that  spiritu¬ 
ality  is  the  foundation  of  your 
mission  calling. 

Those  words  by  Brazilian 
Methodist  Bishop  Paulo  Ayres 
Mattos  served  both  as  a  chal¬ 
lenge  and  an  affirmation  to  thou¬ 
sands  of  United  Methodists  who 
observed  the  commissioning  of 
19  missionaries  at  the  1993 
Global  Gathering  in  Indianapolis 
March  25-28. 

Persons  commissioned  or  reas¬ 
signed,  their  annual  conferences 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Meth¬ 
odist  speakers  for  the  49th  year 
of  “The  Protestant  Hour”  radio 
series  are  being  sought. 

Clergy  from  the  church’s 
North  Central,  Northeastern  and 
Western  Jurisdictions  are  eligible 
for  the  1 994  season. 

Audition  tapes  and  other  ma¬ 
terials  must  be  submitted  before 


and  assignments  were: 

Diane  Allen,  Central  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  China,  program  associate,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  New 
York; 

Marilyn  Beecher,  F.orida,  church 
development,  Bulgaria; 

Young  Chuel  Cho,  New  York,  pas¬ 
tor  and  church  development,  Mos¬ 
cow,  Russia; 

Susanna  Cho,  New  York,  church 
development,  Moscow,  Russia; 

Terri  Craft  Goodin,  Florida,  dea¬ 
coness,  Henderson  Settlement, 
Frakes,  Ky.; 

Delphine  Jewell,  Oklahoma, 
nurse,  North  Shaba  Conference, 
Zaire  in  Central  Africa; 

Brian  Kent,  California-Pacific, 


July  1 5.  Entries  will  be  rated  on 
creative  content,  style,  voice  and 
skill  in  speaking  on  radio. 

Materials  should  be  sent  to 
William  R.  Richards,  United 
Methodist  Communications, 
P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 

The  series  is  produced  out  of 
Atlanta  in  cooperation  with  The 
Protestant  Radio  and  TV  Center. 


pastor,  Ulyanovsk  (Simbirsk),  Rus¬ 
sia; 

Lorena  Kent,  California-Pacific, 
director  of  social  services,  Ulya¬ 
novsk  (Simbirsk),  Russia; 

David  Kober,  West  Ohio,  camp  di¬ 
rector,  Birchwood  Camp,  Chugiak, 
Alaska; 

Karen  Lair,  Missouri  East,  nurse, 
North  Shaba  Conference,  Zaire; 

Charles  Maddox,  Louisville,  voca¬ 
tional  training,  Ghana; 

Patty  Maddox,  vocational  train¬ 
ing,  Ghana; 

Nancy  Peterson,  North  Dakota, 
teacher,  McCurdy  School,  Espanola, 
N.M.; 

Julie  Tulikangas,  Southern  New 
England,  volunteers-in-mission  coor¬ 
dinator  for  economic  development 
programs,  Namibia; 

Marcelle  White,  Florida,  mission 
outreach,  Jamaica,  West  Indies. 

Others  recognized  for  already  be¬ 
ing  in  the  mission  field,  and  given 
new  assignments  were: 

Ken  White,  Florida,  pastor,  Jamai¬ 
ca,  West  Indies; 

Jocelyn  Roper,  deaconess,  asso¬ 
ciate  director,  West  Virginia  confer¬ 
ence  council  on  ministries, 
Charleston,  W.Va.; 

Pacita  del  Amen,  deaconess,  nurse 
at  Linda  Valley  Convalescent  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Loma  Linda,  Calif.; 

Effie  Murphy,  teacher,  Red  Bird 
Mission  School,  Beverly,  Ky. 


When  81 -year-old  Ruth  De 
Friese  of  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
stitched  her  entry  for  the  ban¬ 
ner  contest  related  to  the  recent 
United  Methodist  Global  Gath¬ 
ering,  it  was  simply  “something 
to  do  in  the  spiritual  area.” 

Her  project  paid  off.  The  lay- 
woman’s  portrayal  of  how  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  “Called  by 
the  Spirit:  In  His  Service”  won 
first  place  in  the  adult  individ¬ 
ual  category  and  a  cash  award 
of  $100. 

Mrs.  De  Friese’s  banner  was 
among  those  carried  in  the  pro¬ 
cessional  during  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  mis¬ 
sionary  commissioning  service 
(see  related  story  at  left). 

Fifty  entrants  competed  in 
the  banner  contest.  Other  win¬ 
ning  categories  were:  adult 
group,  child/youth  individual, 
and  adult/child  group.  The  en¬ 
tries  were  submitted  from 
across  the  U.S.,  as  well  as  South 
Africa,  and  the  Philippines. 

A  member  of  Church  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Knoxville  for  63  years.  Mrs.  De 
Friese  is  formally  retired  from 
being  a  university  dietician  and 
teaching  home  economics  for 
25  years. 

However,  she  stays  just  as 


busy  as  she  did  when  employed 
as  a  member  of  the  Church 
Street  congregation. 

“Ruth  writes  nearly  a  dozen 
letters  every  week  to  inactive 
members  of  the  church,”  says 
her  husband,  Frank  De  Friese. 

“There  are  probably  only  one 
or  two  days  out  of  the  week  that 
we  aren’t  at  the  church  doing 
something.” 

Mrs.  De  Friese  said  the  ban¬ 
ner  was  an  original  design  that 
portrays  symbols  of  “the  Wes¬ 
leyan  spirit.” 

“I  also  had  to  remember  that 
the  church  was  for  everybody, 
so  I  made  the  heads  the  colors 
of  all  people  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,”  she  said. 

Mr.  De  Friese  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  his  wife  has  made 
only  one  other  banner  to  cele¬ 
brate  a  special  ministry  in  the 
life  of  their  church. 

“She  did  a  banner  for  our 
Sunday  School  class  called  ‘The 
Christian  Home  Class,’  ”  he 
said.  “It’s  a  couples  class 
formed  in  1939,  but  we’re  the 
only  original  couple  still  active 
with  the  class.  Of  course,  when 
you’re  81  years  old,  you  expect 
to  lose  most  of  your  members.” 

—DEMISE  JOHNSON  STOVALl 
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PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVAU 

INDIANAPOLIS — "Global  Gathering:  Called  by  the  Spirit" 
was  the  theme  of  Ruth  De\Friese's  winning  entry.  The  banner 
contest  was  sponsored  by  the  mission  magazine,  "New 
World  Outlook." 


Wanted:  Radio  preachers 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
rapidly  growing  2200-member  baby-boomer  con¬ 
gregation  in  Orlando,  Florida.  Current  Sunday 
School  enrollment  over  600.  Person  must  have 
demonstrated  abilities  in  creative  program  devel¬ 
opment,  supervision  of  extended  educational  pro¬ 
grams,  leader  recruitment  and  training,  and  skills 
for  working  with  persons  of  wide-ranging  faith 
backgrounds.  Send  resume  by  May  1  to:  Search 
Committee,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  4851  S.  Apopka- 
Vineland  Road,  Orlando.  FL  328 1 9. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1  38,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo 
for  lease  weekly:  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 
Call  (2 1 4)  239-506 1 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  Favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompa- 
niment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette 
sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included,  but 
can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift. 
$38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-7284)573. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.  (Accredited). 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses,  vans  and  luggage  trailors.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans- 
portation,  (800)  330-3622. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  '/•  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire:  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa, 

CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

ESTES  PARK.  COLORADO  All-new,  two-bed- 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504) 
488-0856. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort.  For 
groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Lodg¬ 
ing  (now  with  more  showers!).  $10.50  tickets,  and 
meals  all  included!  Call  (501)253-8418  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  posi- 
tions  available  in  growing  urban  church.  Send  let¬ 
ter,  resume,  three  references  by  May  15  to:  Dr. 
Kenneth  W.  Chalker,  3000  Euclid  Avenue.  Cleve¬ 
land.  OH  441 15. 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS:  Missouri 
West  Conference.  Full-time  position  includes  edit¬ 
ing  bi-weekly  newspaper,  developing  mission  inter¬ 
pretation  resources  (print  and  electronic),  and 
public  relations,  should  have  master's  degree  in 
journalism,  public  relations,  or  related  field,  and/or 
divinity  degree.  Inquire  to:  Rev.  Keith  Berry,  1512 

Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City.  MO  64127;  (816)  241- 
7650.  before  May  1,  1993. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  (ordained  or  lay)  West¬ 
ern  Small  Church  Rural  Life  Center,  a  United 
Methodist  connected  non-profit.  Position  available 
July  1,  1993  and  works  with  Western  Jurisdiction's 
small  membership  and  rural  churches.  Contact: 
Pamela  Shropshire,  Western  Small  Church  Rural 

Life  Center.  P.O.  Box  514,  Filer,  ID  83328.  (208) 
326-5812. 

RATES:  S 1 . 1 5  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  Si 5  additional  plus  add  S9.20  for  8 
words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we 
insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION: 
Christian  education  degree  with  some  experience 
preferred.  Salary  according  to  experience  and  quali¬ 
fications.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Committee, 
FUMC,  P.O.  Box  626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221-0626 
or  fax  your  resume  to:  (505)  887-3516,  attn;  Tom 
Rutledge.  D.A. 


FULUTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
(some  children's  and  local  mission  work).  Austin 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in  Waco,  down¬ 
town  church  of  2200  members.  Rebuilding  small 
youth  group  with  potential.  Excellent  facilities  and 
congregational  support.  Salary:  S 1 8.000-S2 1 ,000 
plus  benefits,  depending  on  training  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Position  available  June  1,  1993.  Please  send 
resume  to:  Austin  Avenue  Personnel  Committee, 
1 300  Austin  Avenue,  Waco.  TX  76701. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  grow¬ 
ing  700  +  member  Houston  residential  church.  Ex¬ 
cellent  adult,  children's  choir  and  handbell 
program  in  place.  Part-time  salary  10-12K  +  nego¬ 
tiable  with  experience.  Send  resume,  references, 
repertoire  list  of  anthems  and  any  major  works 
conducted  to:  The  Rev.  David  Lanagan,  St.  Marks 
United  Methodist  Church,  600  Pecore,  Houston. 
TX  77009. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  to  assume 
leadership  of  existing  middle  school-senior  high 
ycuth  program  in  a  700-member  PCUSA  church. 
Preferred  qualifications:  a  commitment  to  Christ 
and  a  love  of  kids.  Will  consider  various  levels  of 
education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Youth 
Director  Search  Committee,  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1006,  Longview,  TX  75606. 


TWO  POSITIONS  NEEDED  in  growing  1300- 
member  downtown  UMC  50  miles  NW  of  Nash¬ 
ville.  Each  must  be  team  oriented  and  dedicated  to 
empowering  the  laity.  Professional  Christian  Edu¬ 
cator  needed  to  guide  and  resource  a  fully-graded 
educational  ministry  with  average  SS  attendance  of 
352  plus  numerous  weekday  events.  Professional 
Church  Musician  needed  to  coordinate  and  lead  a 
thriving  fully-graded  music  ministry  with  9  hand¬ 
bell  (5  octaves  of  Malmark),  2  children’s,  1  youth, 
and  1  chancel  choirs,  unique  1 893  Jardine  pipe  or¬ 
gan.  and  much  more,  great  potential!  Compensa¬ 
tion  packages  negotiable  based  on  experience  and 
credentials.  Sena  resume  and  references  to:  Dr. 
Price  Hopson,  c/o  Madison  Street  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
864,  Clarksville,  TN  37041. 


DIRECTOR  OF  LAY  MINISTRIES  wanted  for  a 
mid-size  United  Methodist  Church.  Prior  experi¬ 
ence  with  United  Methodist  education  program/ 
ministries  desired.  Please  contact:  Rev.  Steve 
Campbell,  3402  South  Jackson,  Amarillo,  TX 
79109.  Telephone:  (806)  376-6182. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  with 
primary  responsibility  for  children  and  adult  pro¬ 
grams  for  suburban  church  with  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  190  children,  90  youth,  and  240  adults  in 
Sunday  School,  plus  strong  Wednesday  night  pro¬ 
gram.  Kid's  KJub.  childrens  church  and  choir  pro- 

rims.  Send  resume  to:  Saint  Stephen  UMC,  4600 
Western.  Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  call  (806)  355- 
7271. 


BAR  HARBOR.  MAINE:  ONE  BEDROOM  guest 
quarters  apartment.  Finely  furnished.  Washer/ 
dryer.  Attached  to  new  home  and  yet  private  with 
own  entrance.  On  2  acres  at  edge  of  village  near 
Acadia  National  Park.  No  smokers.  Weekly  June, 
August.  Evenings  (207)  288-3057. 


STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATITLAN.  Guatemala, 

hand  woven  by  the  Christian  Mayas,  all  liturgical 
colors  and  the  world  renowned  multi-color.  S3 100, 
send  no  money,  shipped  on  approval.  Double  Mis¬ 
sion  Outreach.  United  Methodist  Church,  Route  2, 
Murphysboro.  IL  62966,  or  phone  (618)  684-3890, 
keep  trying. 


ISLE  OF  HOPE  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 
412  Parkersburg  Road,  Savannah,  GA  31406,  (912) 
355-8527.  Full-time  Organist/ Assistant  Director  of 
Music  for  a  rapidly  growing,  1600+  member 
church.  Responsibilities  include:  assist  Director  of 
Music  in  coordinating  multi-faceted  music  pro¬ 
gram,  serve  as  organist  for  all  worship  services,  di¬ 
rect  handbell  program.  Must  possess  excellent 
keyboard  skills.  Salary  negotiable,  benefits  and  nice 
house  available.  Send  resume  to:  Lynn  A.  Drake, 
Director  of  Music  by  May  15,  1993. 


CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED—  FALL  1993 

possibly  combined  with  pastoral  duties.  Apply: 
Northbrook  UMC,  1 1 90  Western.  Northbrook,  IL 
60062.  (708)  272-2442.  Rehearsal  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning;  9-1/2  months. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL — TIME,  profes¬ 
sional  Director  of  Youth  Ministry  at  1700-member 
church,  1000  in  worship,  in  central  Florida.  Con¬ 
tact:  Dr.  Dan  Johnson,  Indian  River  City  UMC, 
Box  5706,  Titusville,  FL  32783-5706.  Deadline 
May  1st.  


LARGEST  UMC  IN  OREGON  SEEKS  Director 
of  Christian  Education.  Strong  candidates  should 
have  theological  training,  broad  experience  and  a 
willingness  to  work  in  team  ministry.  Submit  re¬ 
sume  and  faith  statement  to:  Marilyn  Bradetich, 
SPRC,  First  UMC,  1376  Olive  Street.  Eugene,  OR 
97401. 


FULL — TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  in  fastest  growing  county  in  America.  1700- 
membership.  First  UMC,  101  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee,  FL  34741.  Attn:  Rev.  John  G.  Willis, 
Jr.  Deadline  May  1,  1993 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  (lay  or 
clergy)  needed  for  1800-member  central  Florida 
church.  Active  program  with  almost  unlimited  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  growth.  Church  excited  about  and  ded¬ 
icated  to  youth  ministry.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
Rodney  Wallace,  Aloma  UMC,  3045  Aloma  Ave., 
Winter  Park,  FL  32792.  Deadline:  May  15. 


WANTED  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Youth  and  Young  Adults  for  a  1100  -mem¬ 
ber  congregation.  Experience  desired.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Search  Committee,  Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  216,  El  Reno,  OK 
73036. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries, 
First  UMC.  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 
Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer  by  May  1 5th. 


NEEDED!  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Youth  Ministry:  Tennison  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  a  church  of  850  + 
members,  located  in  northeast  Texas.  College  grad¬ 
uate  preferred.  If  interested,  contact:  Pastor,  Jesse 
Matthew  Harris  at  (903)  572-5341,  or  mail  resume 
to:  P.O.  Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant,  TX  75456-0967. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR.  1600-member  active 
church  is  seeking  energetic  ordained  clergy  for  stafT 
responsibilities  in  youth  and  program  areas.  Send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to:  Dr.  Gene  Rooney,  First 
UMC.  201  Monroe.  Jefferson  City,  MO  65101. 
(314)  635-6886. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Plano, 
Texas,  a  3000-member  church  with  an  active  youth 
program.  Excellent  facilities,  including  gymnasium. 
Supportive  congregation.  Salary  compensation 
$24,000  plus  benefits.  College  degree  preferred 
with  innovative  track  record  in  medium  to  large 
congregation.  Position  available  June  15,  1993. 
Please  send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  1111  18th  St.,  Plano,  TX  75074  (Atten¬ 
tion:  Personnel  Committee).  Telephone:  (214)  423- 
4506. 


FULL-TIME  EDUCATION/YOUTH  Director. 
850-membcr  church.  Send  resume  to:  Lxjvd  A 
Cain,  Pastor,  University  United  Methodist  Cnurch, 
2000  S.  Locust.  Las  Cruces,  NM  88001 . 


FOR  SALE:  CHARMING  TWO  BEDROOM  va¬ 
cation  cottage  at  historic  UM  campground,  Des- 
Plaines,  IL.  Completely  furnished,  ideal  for 
retirement  or  family  with  children.  $11,500.  (708) 
690-7524. 


Cult?  Sect?  Not  the  same,  Duke  prof  says 


DURHAM,  N.C. — Are  the  Branch 
Davidians  a  “cult”  or  a  “sect”? 

A  Duke  University  professor  who 
studies  the  history  of  religions  sug¬ 
gests  there  is  a  distinction. 

“I  don’t  like  the  term  ‘cult’  because 
of  the  pejorative  way  in  which  it  is  of¬ 
ten  used,”  said  Harry  Partin,  who 
has  taught  a  packed-house  course  on 
American  religious  cults  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  school  nearly 
every  semester  for  12  years. 

“Whenever  possible,  I  use  the  term 
‘new  religious  movements’  or  ‘alter¬ 
native  religions,”  he  continued. 

“It’s  interesting — cults  are  always 
used  to  describe  someone  else’s  reli¬ 
gion,  never  our  own.” 

The  distinction  Mr.  Partin  makes 
in  his  research  is  this: 

A  sect  is  a  religious  group  that  re¬ 
lates  to  or  has  splintered  off  the 
“dominant  and  coventional  reli¬ 
gions”  of  the  culture,  which  in 
American  society  would  be  Chris¬ 
tianity  or  Judaism. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  cult  is  an 
“alternative  religion,’’  one  that 
doesn’t  relate  to  a  more  established 
religion  in  the  culture,  he  said. 

For  example,  Hare  Krishnas  are 
considered  an  American  religious 
cult.  But  in  India,  where  their  Hin¬ 
du  roots  wouldn’t  be  unusual,  they 
would  be  a  sect. 

Using  those  definitions,  the 
Branch  Davidians  are  a  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tian  sect,  since  their  theology  is 
based  on  the  Adventist  movement, 
Mr.  Partin  added. 

That  theology  asserts  the  current 
existence  or  “advent”  of  the  biblical 
“end  times.”  It  also  foresees  a  vio¬ 
lent  end  to  the  world  as  envisioned 
in  the  Book  of  Revelation. 

“The  Branch  Davidians  have 
been  taught  to  expect  that  in  the 
end  time  there  will  be  the  Battle  of 
Armageddon,  that  this  world  will 
end  violently,  so  they  relate  to  this 
experience  [of  federal  forces’  attack 
and  siege],”  Mr.  Partin  explained. 

Mr.  Partin  pointed  out  that  com¬ 
munal  groups  like  the  Branch  Davi¬ 
dians  are  in  the  minority  in  American 
religious  sects  and  cults  today. 


He  added  that  studies  have 
shown  that  75  percent  of  people 
joining  cults  drop  out  within  two 
years. 

“The  ongoing  interest  in  religious 
cults  never  ceases  to  amaze  me,” 
Mr.  Partin  said.  “American  reli¬ 
gious  pluralism  is  unique  in  the 
world — you  can  see  it  most  clearly 


by  looking  in  the  telephone  book. 

“No  other  place  in  the  world 
makes  it  easier  for  a  new  religious 
group  to  form  or  to  split  off  from 
existing  groups.  It’s  part  of  the 
economy  or  the  ecology  of  religion 
in  our  society.” 

This  story  was  adapted  from  a  Duke 
University  News  Service  release. 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God's  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
upon  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on. ..at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  It's  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you’re  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY. 

A.  ASBURY 

THEOLOGICAL 
At  Seminary 

204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 

Wilmore,  KY  40390-1199 
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MIAMI,  Florida — Linda  Vigil  leads  children  in  therapeutic  play  at  Silver  Palm  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Miami,  Florida,  to  help  them  deal  with  lingering  fears  and  emotional  stress  caused  by  Hur¬ 
ricane  Andrew. 

Learning  to  like  the  wind  again 

Church  programs  healing  kids'  emotional  damage  from  hurricane 


Church 
team  puts 
up  houses 

By  MYRA  DYE 

Kyle  Conlee’s  mother,  Kathy,  is 
too  afraid  of  heights  to  shingle  a 
house.  But  she  is  willing  to  sit  on 
the  roof  and  pass  to  her  co-workers 
every  shingle  that  got  nailed  down. 

Mr.  Conlee,  a  high  school  stu¬ 
dent,  and  his  mother  are  part  of  a 
building  team  from  Gary  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Whea¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  organized  by  Danny  Keck 
(o  work  for  Habitat  for  Humanity. 

Mr.  Keck,  of  Winfield,  Ill.,  start¬ 
ed  this  ministry  with  about  a  dozen 
of  his  church  friends  nearly  four 
years  ago. 

Other  church  members  have 
helped  raise  funds  for  the  projects. 

Not  a  builder 

Mr.  Keck  is  not  a  builder.  He  is 
the  data  processing  manager  at  The 
American  Nuclear  Society  in  La 
Grange  Park,  III.,  and  a  Winfield 
volunteer  fireman. 

The  people  in  Mr.  Keck’s  group, 
which  fluctuates  from  12  to  18, 
have  varied  occupations  and  voca¬ 
tions.  They  range  from  high  school¬ 
er  Kyle  Conlee  to  retiree  Jim  Brand, 
both  of  Wheaton. 

In  the  summer  of  1990  the  group 
went  to  Muskegon,  Mich.,  for  five 
days. 

In  1991,  the  Keck  group  went  to 
Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  in  1992,  they 
went  to  Baldwin,  Mich. 

“My  only  requirement  was  that 
you  had  a  hammer,”  Mr.  Keck  says. 
"You  didn’t  have  to  know  how  to 
use  it.  You  just  had  to  have  one.” 

Habitat  homes  are  built  or  reno¬ 
vated  mostly  through  volunteer  la¬ 
bor  and  donated  materials.  But  this 
is  not  a  giveaway  situation. 

The  houses  are  sold  to  poor  fam¬ 
ilies,  based  on  need,  willingness  to 
become  partners  in  the  program 
and  ability  to  repay  the  loan. 

The  first  trip  for  the  Keck  group 
involved  construction  on  a  house 
that  had  already  been  started. 

But  in  1991,  Mr.  Keck  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  “raise  a  house.”  He  want¬ 
ed  to  put  walls — exterior  and 
interior — and  a  roof  on  a  founda¬ 
tion  and  flooring  platform  within 
five  days. 

He  found  such  a  challenge  in 
Oshkosh  and  the  crew  went  to 
work. 

When  they  arrived  on  the  site,  the 
“house”  was  just  a  “big  stage.”  An¬ 
other  Habitat  house  had  been  built 
next  door. 

With  Mr.  Keck’s  goal  in  mind, 
the  group  had  the  house  “under 
roof’  by  Thursday  noon,  plus  much 
of  the  garage  done. 

Not  even  a  bathroom 

Mr.  Keck  was  ready  to  raise  an¬ 
other  house  in  1992,  so  last  summer 
the  group  went  to  Baldwin  to  do  it 
again. 

This  house  was  in  the  woods,  on  a 
dirt  road.  There  was  no  water  or 
electricity,  though  they  had  a  gener¬ 
ator  part  of  the  time.  Bathroom  fa¬ 
cilities  were  only  available  by  car, 
or  “100  yards  into  the  woods,”  says 
Mr.  Keck. 

Ms.  Dye  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Carol  Stream,  III. 


By  ADON  TAFT 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Playing  with  kites  may  keep  Bri¬ 
an,  7,  from  doing  what  Mary,  a 
single  mother  of  a  teenager,  did — 
attempt  suicide. 

Both  were  affected  by  Hurricane 
Andrew,  the  worst  natural  disaster 
to  hit  the  United  States  this  centu¬ 
ry.  And  their  kind  of  delayed  reac¬ 
tion  is  cropping  up  more  and  more 
as  the  emotional  and  economic 
impact  of  the  storm  drags  on. 

It  is  a  reality  the  Miami  District 
Disaster  Resource  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  attempting  to 
face  through  a  children  and  youth 
ministry  and  a  pastoral  counseling 
response. 

An  overwhelming  fear 

Brian  developed  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  fear  of  the  wind  after  he  sud¬ 
denly  had  become  airborne  when 
he  and  his  family  fled  their  storm- 
shattered  home,  abandoned  their 
car  when  it  seemed  to  be  shaking 
apart,  and  ran  for  a  neighbor’s 
still-standing  house. 

Out  of  fear,  Brian’s  older  broth¬ 
er  vomited  throughout  the  events 
of  the  long  August  night. 

Now  Brian  plays  with  kites  and 
balsam  gliders  for  two  hours  a 
week  under  the  guidance  of  Ron 
Leeseberg,  a  retired  science  teach¬ 
er,  at  the  Perrine-Peters  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Brian  wraps  himself  in  the  kite 
string  and  feels  the  tug  of  the 
wind.”  We’re  making  friends  with 
the  wind  again,”  explains  Mr.  Leese¬ 
berg. 

The  possibility  of  suicide  at¬ 
tempts  growing  out  of  the  fears  of 
young  children  is  not  far-fetched, 
points  out  Linda  Pittard  Vigil,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  children  and  youth 
ministry  for  the  United  Methodist 


disaster  response  team. 

Dade  County  school  officials  re¬ 
port  that  at  least  a  dozen  elemen¬ 
tary  school  children  tried  to  kill 
themselves  during  the  first  two 
months  of  this  year. 

Several  girls  swallowed  dozens 
of  pills.  A  second-grade  boy  lay 
down  in  front  of  a  bus;  another 
jumped  from  a  second-floor 
school  balcony;  a  boy  tied  a  cord 
around  his  neck;  another  slit  his 
wrists  and  set  his  hair  afire. 

The  best  preventive,  says  Ms. 
Vigil,  whose  own  4-year-old  son 
has  exhibited  storm-related  anger, 
is  to  get  the  children  to  talk  about 
their  hidden  feelings  about  An¬ 
drew. 

She  soon  will  have  1 45  children 
to  do  that  in  programs  at  eight 
churches. 

At  a  recent  session  with  a  group 
of  children  at  Silver  Palm  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ms.  Vigil  was 
on  the  floor  with  a  toy  city,  where 
dinosaurs,  representing  the  hurri¬ 
cane,  knocked  down  pipe-cleaner 
trees,  turned  over  cars,  and 
pushed  aside  houses. 

The  boys  and  girls  expressed 
their  anger  and  fears. 

Using  as  an  example  the  Bible 
story  of  the  fearful  disciples 
caught  in  their  boat  during  a  fierce 
storm,  Ms.  Vigil  spoke  of  the 
calming  presence  of  Jesus  and  oth¬ 
ers  who  love  children. 

Such  analogies  come  readily  to 
Ms.  Vigil,  wife  and  daughter  of 
ministers. 

Boys  and  girls  with  problems  of¬ 
ten  can  be  identified  by  regressive 
or  aggressive  behavior,  Ms.  Vigil 
notes.  Some  begin  wetting  their 
pants.  Some  forget  how  to  read. 
Some  start  breaking  things  or  hit¬ 
ting  people. 

Many  become  “Velcro”  chil¬ 


dren  who  cling  to  their  parents. 
One  such  child  is  Kaylee,  7,  who 
seemed  to  have  adjusted  well 
enough. 

Suddenly,  six  months  after  An¬ 
drew,  she  gripped  her  mother’s 
hand  and  refused  to  enter  when 
her  mother  took  her  to  school. 

Thought  mother  would  die 

Kaylee  feared  her  mother  would 
die  and  they  would  never  see  each 
other  again  if  they  were  separated. 

“Parents  and  their  children 
need  to  understand  that  these  re¬ 
actions  are  normal,”  says  Ms.  Vig¬ 
il.  “The  children  need  to 
understand  what  is  going  on  in 
their  bodies  and  in  their  minds 
that  makes  them  feel  the  way  they 
do.  They  need  to  leam  appropriate 
responses.” 

To  help  with  that  task,  Ms.  Vigil 
is  planning  Vacation  Bible  Schools 
this  summer  in  12  churches — sev¬ 
en  of  them  United  Methodist,  all 
of  them  of  minority  and  ethnic 
makeup — that  have  no  staff  or 
funds  to  do  anything  on  their  own. 

She  is  recruiting  from  around 
the  country  24  teams  of  16  high 
school  students  and  one  adult  each 
to  work  with  an  expected  600  chil¬ 
dren,  4  to  12  years  of  age,  begin¬ 
ning  late  in  June. 

Ms.  Vigil  also  is  looking  to  semi¬ 
naries  and  Christian  education  in¬ 
stitutions  to  provide  a  dozen 
leaders  for  summer  youth  pro¬ 
grams  to  train  a  similar  number  of 
local  young  people  to  carry  on 
such  needed  activities  into  the  fall. 

Financial  support  for  the  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  relief  efforts  in  Flori¬ 
da  may  be  designated  for  Advance 
# 901185-6 ,  Florida.  Mr.  Taft  is  a 
free-lance  writer  living  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala. 


Call  to  ministry  took  this 


By  CHARLOTTE  BURROWS 

Children  crowded  the  chancel  rail 
and  listened  intently  as  senior  min¬ 
ister  the  Rev.  Donald  Webb  asked, 
“How  old  must  a  person  be  to  do 
God’s  work?” 

Holding  up  one  finger,  a  child  re¬ 
sponded,  “One-year-old.”  “Real¬ 
ly?”  Mr.  Webb  pressed.  “How 


SHREVEPORT,  La.— The  Rev. 
Donald  Webb  talks  with  children. 


could  a  one-year-old  help  God?” 
Children  answered,  “By  being 
good;”  “By  loving  others.” 

The  youngsters  made  the  point 
for  the  clergyman  in  the  kind  of  live 
television  surprise  Mr.  Webb  has 
enjoyed  during  his  one-year  interim 
appointment  as  senior  minister  at 
Shreveport’s  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

“It’s  the  part  of  the  service  I  en¬ 
joy  most,  but  children  on  live  tele¬ 
vision  is  a  risky  business,”  he  says 
with  a  smile. 

Life  has  been  dotted  by  surprises 
for  Mr.  Webb,  and  he  credits  the 
Holy  Spirit  with  most  of  them. 

Born  in  Wales,  he  attended  Cam¬ 
bridge,  served  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
1944-1953,  the  last  three  years  as 
captain  of  the  warship  HMS 
Switha,  then  became  an  inspector  of 
social  services. 

A  former  “back-sliding  Anglican." 
Mr.  Webb  married  a  “back-sliding 
Baptist”  and  followed  a  path  to  the 
ministry  he  attributes  to  God’s  mys¬ 
terious  power. 

Wife  Renee  made  the  unlikely 
suggestion  that  they  attend  an  evan¬ 
gelical  service  at  a  Methodist 


'Brit  to  U.S. 

church  near  their  home  in  Corn¬ 
wall.  Both  were  “soundly  convert¬ 
ed,”  and  he  became  a  lay  preacher. 

En  route  to  conduct  a  night  ser¬ 
vice,  Mr.  Webb  offered  a  ride  to  a 
stranger  waiting  at  a  bus  stop  and 
discovered  that  the  man  was  the 
Rev.  Joe  Rosemurgy,  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Newark,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Rosemurgy  prevailed  on  Ohio 
Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner  to  appoint 
Mr.  Webb  to  a  student  pastorate. 

That  enabled  the  Brit-turned- 
Yank  to  graduate  from  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  get  his  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  at  the  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio  and  his 
doctoral  degree  in  literature  and 
theology  at  Drew  University. 

In  the  U.S.,  he  and  Renee  added 
two  more  children  to  the  three  who 
immigrated  with  them  in  the  1950s. 
They  became  naturalized  citizens  in 
1966. 

He  taught,  wrote  and  served  as 
president  of  Centenary  College  at 
Shreveport,  1977-1991.  His  largest 
pastorate  had  about  300  members, 
but  he  responded  with  a  knee-jerk 
"no"  when  Bishop  Bill  Oden  of- 


pastorates 

fered  him  the  5,000-plus  job  at 
Shreveport. 

“All  I  could  think  was  that  I  was 
just  beginning  to  do  many  of  the 
things  that  I’d  put  off  for  20  years,” 
Mr.  Webb  says,  noting  that  he  was 
past  65,  retired  and  anticipating 
time  with  his  eight  grandchildren. 

Bishop  Oden  asked  that  he  pray 
about  the  matter,  and  that  did  it, 
Mr.  Webb  says.  “When  the  holy 
Spirit  wants  you  to  do  something, 
well ...”  He  accepted  the  pastorate 
with  trepidation,  though,  citing 
Matthew  26:39,  “O  my  Father,  if  it 
be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from 
me;  nevertheless  not  as  I  will,  but  as 
thou  wilt.” 

Still,  he  had  multiple  reasons  to 
be  concerned  about  directing  the 
imposing  downtown  Shreveport 
church,  which  was  plagued  by  per¬ 
sonality  conflicts  and  continuing  fi¬ 
nancial  problems. 

Now  he  believes  that  the  causes 
of  the  unrest  were  overstated  and 
largely  based  on  semantics. 
“There’s  a  good  spirit  in  the 
church,"  he  says. 


Church  schools'  newest 
student:  public  schools? 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Do  church-operated  schools  often 
do  a  better  job  of  educating  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  children  than  public  ones  do? 

If  they  do,  as  an  upcoming  public 
television  presentation  suggests, 
what  could  administrators  of  public 
schools  and  shapers  of  public  policy 
leam  from  parochial  schools  and 
church-operated  nursery  schools? 

“Liberating  America’s  Schools” 
examines — and  advocates — one 
particular  approach  to  educational 
reform:  school  choice. 

Any  use  of  tax  funds  to  pay  for 
parochial  schools  would  run  afoul 
of  the  Constitution  and  carry  the 
risk  of  the  state  dictating  what 
churches  might  teach. 

When  Milwaukee  recently  began 
using  state  funds  to  allow  the  par¬ 
ents  of  1 ,000  impoverished  students 
to  send  their  children  to  private,  in¬ 
ner  city  non-sectarian  schools,  how¬ 
ever,  most  ended  up  at  smaller, 
community-based  schools  with  a 
great  deal  of  parent  involvement — 
factors  which  seem  to  be  key  to  pa¬ 
rochial  schools’  success. 

'Shaking  up'  public  schools 

Clarence  Page,  the  Pulitzer  Prize¬ 
winning  columnist  who  reports  the 
stories  in  “Liberating  America’s 
Schools,”  tells  us  that  choice  advo¬ 
cates  do  not  want  to  “tear  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  down,  but  to  shake  them 
up.” 

This  program  examines  several 
different  “choice”  programs  which 
have  been  tried  across  the  coun¬ 
try — and  how  they  have  shaken  up 
education. 

In  New  York  City,  East  Harlem’s 
“Schools  of  Choice”  program  al¬ 
lows  all  junior  high  school  students 
to  choose  which  public  school  in  the 
district  they  wish  to  attend.  Teach¬ 
ers  get  the  same  option,  as  well  as 
greater  freedom  to  decide  what  and 
how  they  teach. 

The  result  has  been  the  blossom¬ 
ing  in  this  ghetto  of  “themed” 
schools  focused  on  such  specialties 
as  environmental  science,  perform¬ 
ing  arts,  and  biomedical  studies. 

There  has  been  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  drop-out  and  attendance 


Review 

rates,  and  the  district’s  reading 
scores  have  climbed  from  32nd  out 
of  32  districts  to  21st. 

In  Minnesota,  a  statewide  open 
enrollment  policy  permits  transfers 
to  any  district,  and  the  state  has  cre¬ 
ated  a  wide  assortment  of  “Char¬ 
ter”  schools  (public  schools  which 
are  relatively  free  of  local  regula¬ 
tions),  contract  schools  (private, 
non-profit  schools  run  by  groups 
such  as  the  Urban  League),  and  al¬ 
ternative  programs  for  “at-risk” 
students. 

Introducing  competition 

The  result  has  been  a  lowered 
drop-out  rate  and  a  dramatic  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  students  go¬ 
ing  on  to  college.  A  little 
competition  also  has  led  public 
schools  to  dramatically  increase  the 
number  of  advanced  placement 
courses  they  offer. 

Most  of  the  people  interviewed  in 
“Liberating  America’s  Schools”  are 
enthusiastic  about  introducing 
greater  competition  into  education. 
Jonathan  Kozol,  however,  offers 
some  criticism  of  school  choice  and 
cautions  that  it  is  no  panacea. 

The  improvement  in  East  Har¬ 
lem’s  junior  high  schools  is  impres¬ 
sive,  he  concedes,  but  this  district 
received  more  federal  aid  than  any 
other  in  America.  Was  it  the 
Schools  of  Choice  program  which 
made  a  difference,  or  the  flood  of 
money? 

PBS  is  sometimes  accused  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  liberal  bias,  yet  this  is  hardly 
the  case  with  “Liberating  America’s 
Schools.” 

“Liberating  America’s  Schools” 
can  be  seen  at  9  p.m.  (Eastern 
Time)  Friday  April  16  on  most  pub¬ 
lic  television  stations,  but  be  sure  to 
check  the  local  listings  for  your 
area. 

Mr.  Coodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island,  N.Y.  and  a  former 
teacher.  He  frequently  reviews  tele¬ 
vision  for  the  Reporter. 


Grandma  says  she's  not 
coming  to  the  wedding 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  writing  about  two  friends  of 
mine.  The  three  of  us  have  been 
friends  since  third  grade.  Mamie  is 
Catholic  and  Ruth  is  Jewish.  I  am 
Methodist. 

Anyway,  Mamie  is  getting  mar¬ 
ried  this  summer  and  wants  both  of 
us  to  be  in  the  wedding  party.  How¬ 
ever,  her  grandmother  says  she  does 
not  want  Ruth  to  be  in  it  and  says 
she  will  not  come  if  she  is. 

Mamie’s  mother  tried  to  talk  with 
her  but  says  Mamie  has  to  decide. 

Mamie  is  upset  and  Ruth  is  upset 
but  says  she  doesn't  mind  not  being 
in  it.  I  am  not  sure  if  I  want  to  be  in 
it  if  Ruth  cannot.  What  in  the  world 
can  we  do? 

Jane 

Dear  Jane: 

What  a  difficult  decision  you  face. 
Apparently  you  are  all  good  enough 
friends  to  talk  this  over.  I  hope  that 
all  three  of  you  can  focus  on  what  is 


Dear 

Deborah 

the  best  thing  to  do  so  Mamie’s  wed¬ 
ding  is  not  spoiled. 

I  believe  that  your  generation  will 
help  to  bring  down  many  of  the  bar¬ 
riers  between  people  of  different 
faith  traditions  that  earlier  genera¬ 
tions  had  to  live  with,  but  that  is  nev¬ 
er  easy.  Whatever  you  decide,  I  pray 
your  friendship  will  continue. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
" Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,''  P.O. 
Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Hymn  reminds  that  what 
was  once  dead  now  lives 


Now  the  green  blade  riselh,  from  the 
buried  grain, 

Wheat  that  in  the  dark  earth  many 
days  has  lain: 

Love  lives  again,  that  with  the  dead 
has  been: 

Love  is  come  again,  like  wheat  that 
springeth  green. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Here  on  the  Sunday  after  Easter, 
we  continue  to  sing  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  our  Lord.  J.M.C.  Crum,  in 
1928,  fashioned  these  stanzas  por¬ 
traying  Christ’s  resurrection  as  a 
blade  of  wheat  pushing  up  out  of 
the  ground.  What  a  vivid  illustra¬ 
tion! 

The  fourth  line  is  a  refrain  that 
concludes  each  of  the  four  stanzas: 
“Love  is  come  again,  like  wheat 
that  springeth  green.” 

The  second  stanza  pictures  Christ 
in  the  tomb  “like  grain  that  sleeps 
unseen.”  Stanza  three  concludes 
with  the  assurance  that  “my  risen 
Lord  is  seen.” 

The  final  stanza  makes  the  per¬ 
sonal  application  of  the  resurrection 
and  brings  affirmation  to  believers. 

When  our  hearts  are  wintry, 
grieving,  or  in  pain, 


History 
of  Hymns 

Jesus’  touch  can  call  us  back  to  life 
again. 

Fields  of  our  hearts  that  dead  and 
bare  have  been: 

Love  is  come  again,  like  wheat  that 
springeth  green. 

J.  M.  C.  Crum,  bom  in  Cheshire, 
England,  was  educated  at  Eton  Col¬ 
lege  and  New  College,  Oxford. 

Ordained  in  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland,  he  served  a  number  of 
churches  before  his  appointment  as 
canon  of  Canterbury  Cathedral  in 
1928.  That  year  his  hymn  appeared 
in  “The  Oxford  Book  of  Carols.” 

The  anonymous  French  carol 
melody,  called  “French  Carol,”  or 
sometimes  “Noel  Nouvelet”  for  the 
original  French  text,  was  harmo¬ 
nized  by  Martin  Shaw,  for  “The 
Oxford  Book  of  Carols.” 

It  is  a  delightful  20th-century  ad¬ 
dition  to  Christian  songs  of  the  res¬ 
urrection. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"The  Lord's  My  Shepherd,  I'll  Not 
Want" 
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A  place 
for  solitude 
and  meditation 

Walter  L.  Parker 

Cursillo 

As  I  waited  for  visitors  to  start  coining  to  view  the  site  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  I  walked  to  the  little  creek  that  runs  through  the  area  be¬ 
hind  where  the  main  building  will  be  and  there  I  saw  tracks  where  two 
deer  had  passed  that  morning. 

My  spirit  soared  as  I  thought  of  the  many  opportunities  for  worship 
and  meditation  that  are  going  to  be  available  to  us  in  the  near  future. 
Those  spiritual  retreats  are  so  vital  for  the  renewing  of  our  commitment 
to  follow  Jesus  in  our  daily  walk.  One  may  take  a  walk  around  the  lake 
on  a  shady  path  or  just  sit  quietly  on  a  log  and  watch  the  birds  and  ani¬ 
mals  pass  by.  All  of  those  opportunities  will  be  there  for  us  at  our  own 
center. 

The  next  few  weeks  will  be  a  time  for  each  of  us  to  think  about  our 
commitment  to  our  God  and  to  decide  to  build  this  Conference  Center 
—  not  as  a  monument  to  our  own  glory,  but  as  a  vital  facility  for  enrich¬ 
ing  the  spiritual  life  of  the  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  for 
generations  to  come. 

I  have  seen  the  excitement  building  around 
the  Conference  since  rally  day.  When  1  attend¬ 
ed  the  kick-off  for  the  North  Shore  District 
fund  drive  and  saw  so  much  enthusiasm  there,  I 
knew  then  that  the  Conference-wide  drive 
would  be  very  successful.  Let’s  all  keep  the  ex¬ 
citement  going  until  the  first  phase  is  fully 
pledged. 
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Dr.  Larry  Maddin  appointed  Lake  Charles  D.S. 

Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  will  move  to  New  Orleans 


First  Street  UMC  to  note  160  years 


First  Street  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
will  celebrate  its  160th  church  anni¬ 
versary  on  Sunday,  April  25,  during 
the  10  a.m.  worship  service. 

Theme  is  “Full  Time  Christians 
Called  To  Celebrate  and  Serve 
Christ  in  Every  Walk  of  Life.” 

“In  preparation  for  the  event, 
plans  have  been  made  to  rejuvenate 


the  spiritual  life  of  this  historical 
church,”  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Da¬ 
vis,  pastor,  said.  These  included  re¬ 
vival  services  and  music  programs. 

The  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson, 
pastor  of  Wesley  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  be  anniversary  guest 
speaker. 


Ministry  by,  with,  for  older  adults 

Deadline  nears 
for  workshop 


ft 
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To  help  congregations  serve  per¬ 
sons  in  an  aging  society,  a  workshop 
titled,  “Designing  a  Ministry,  By, 
With  and  For 
Older  Adults”  is 
scheduled  for 
April  30-May  1. 

Dr.  Richard  H. 

Gentzler  Jr.,  di¬ 
rector  of  Educa¬ 
tional  Ministries 
with  Adults  in 
the  Section  on 

Christian  Educa- - 

tion,  General  Richard  H.  Gentzler 
Board  of  Discip'ieship  in  Nashville, 
will  speak  at  the  event  in  First 
UMC,  930  Nor  1h  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  workshop  is  sponsored  by 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship,  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  and  the  host  church. 

Gentzler  has  written  a  manual  by 
the  same  title  as  the  workshop 
theme.  Pastors,  district  coordina¬ 
tors,  local  church  coordinators  and 
other  interested  persons  who  attend 
will  be  assisted  in  developing  an  in¬ 
tentional  ministry  by,  with  and  for 
older  adults. 

Examine  Myths 

Participants  will  look  at  the 
myths  associated  with  aging,  define 
the  kinds  of  older  adults  and  exam¬ 
ine  their  spiritual  and  educational 
needs. 

Gentzler  will  explain  the  10  steps 
necessary  to  start  a  local  church 
Council  on  Older  Adult  Ministries. 

Deadline  for  reservations  is  Mon¬ 
day,  April  26.  The  fee  of  $20  in¬ 
cludes  Friday  dinner,  Saturday 
lunch,  registration  and  materials. 
Make  checks  payable  to  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  with  a  memo  desig¬ 
nating  it  for  the  workshop. 

To  register  or  for  additional  in¬ 
formation  call  the  Rev.  Frank 
Poole,  (504)  383-4777  or  (504)  343- 
9597  or  the  Rev.  Pete  Spitzkeit, 
<504)  924-6269. 

An  Aging  Church 

“We  are  fast  becoming  an  aging 


society,  “  Poole  said.  “But  not  only 
is  Our  society  aging,  so  is  our 
church.” 

There  are  more  than  2.3  million 
members  in  the  UMC  who  are  65  or 
older.  This  accounts  for  nearly  25 
per  cent  of  the  total  membership. 

Projections  are  that  by  the  year 
2000  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  UM 
membership  will  be  composed  of 
persons  65  or  over. 

“The  church  needs  to  shift  its  em¬ 
phasis  from  a  ministry  TO  older 
adults  to  a  ministry  BY,  WITH,  and 
FOR  older  adults,”  Gentzler  said. 

“Although  the  church  cannot  ig¬ 
nore  those  aging  persons  who  need 
assistance,  neither  can  it  fail  to  rec¬ 
ognize  that  older  adults  are  a  tre¬ 
mendous  resource  for  the  life, 
growth  and  spiritual  well-being  of 
our  church.  We  must  find  ways  of 
tapping  this  powerful  natural  re¬ 
source.” 


Doll  display  slated 
on  Heritage  Sunday 

Heritage  Sunday  will  be  ob¬ 
served  in  many  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  churches  on  April  25. 
William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
will  have  a  display  of  a  Heritage 
Collection  of  dolls  by  Rusty 
Hopkins. 

Included  will  be  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  plus  the  first 
deaconess  of  Louisiana  and  the 
first  woman  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Five  of  the  dolls  will  be 
dressed  as  women  of  the  Bible. 
(A  future  Conference  issue  will 
feature  photos  and  information 
about  how  Hopkins  researched 
the  costumes  for  authenticity). 

The  dolls  will  be  exhibited  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the 
church  where  the  Rev.  DeWitt 
M.  Ginn  is  senior  pastor. 


Bishop  William  Oden  has  an¬ 
nounced  changes  in  the  Cabinet  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Dr.  J. 
Lawrence  “Larry”  Maddin,  pastor 
of  St.  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore 
UMC  in  Mandeville,  will  become 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  His  and  other  appoint¬ 
ments  will  begin  after  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  June. 

Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  since  1990,  will  move  to  the 
New  Orleans  District  as  superinten¬ 
dent. 

The  Rev.  George  A.  Duerson, 
who  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District  since  1991, 
will  be  appointed  pastor  of  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC  in  New  Orleans. 

Seminar  set 
for  persons 


Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  Jr.,  who  has 
served  as  pastor  of  Rayne  for  14 
years,  will  retire  at  the  close  of  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  June. 

Born  and  reared  in  Muskogee, 
Okla.,  Maddin  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Oklahoma  and  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 
He  holds  a  doctor  of  ministry  de¬ 
gree  from  Drew  University  in  Mad¬ 
ison,  N.  J. 

Maddin  has  served  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  in  Oklahoma,  Texas 
and  Louisiana.  He  has  been  youth 
director,  minister  of  education,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  and  more  recently 
pastor  of  Francis  Asbury  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Luling  UMC,  First 
UMC  in  Jennings  and  the  Mande¬ 
ville  church. 

Under  Maddin’s  leadership, 
Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  is  one 
of  the  fastest  growing  local  churches 
within  the  Conference. 

“I'm  in  awe  of  the  task  to  which 
the  Bishop  has  appointment  me  and 


I  am  honored  to  be  chosen,”  Mad¬ 
din  said.  “However,  it  is  going  to  be 
tough  to  leave  St.  Timothy  which  is 


a  very  exciting  church.” 

He  and  his  wife,  Gayle,  have  sev¬ 
en  children  and  six  grandchildren. 


Dr.  Larry  Maddin 


Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 


moving  in  June  April  showers  to  bring  new  buildings  . . . 


‘An  Experience  in  Transition,”  a 
seminar  for  pastors  and  spouses 
who  are  moving  to  new  appoint¬ 
ments  in  June,  is  planned  by  the 
Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  of 
the  Conference,  Dr.  John  Winn 
said. 

The  event  is  Friday,  April  30,  and 
Saturday,  May  1,  in  First  UMC  in 
Pineville.  Participants  get  special  rates 
at  the  Ramada  Inn  in  Alexandria. 

On  the  planning  team  with  Winn 
are  the  Rev.-Reger-Lathan,  the  Rev. 
Don  McDowell,  Marilyn  Oden  and 
Amy  Ward. 

“You  are  promised  an  event  that 
takes  seriously  all  the  emotions,  the 
joys  and  sorrows,  the  feelings  of 
loss,  the  grief,  the  anticipation,  the 
hoped  for  transformation  —  for  we 
have  been  there  too,”  team  spokes¬ 
man,  Winn,  said. 

Local  churches  should  provide 
the  $25  registration  fee  and  other 
expenses,  he  added.  Registration  is 
2  to  6  p.m.  and  dinner  is  at  6  p.m. 
Friday. 

To  register,  immediately  write: 
Dr.  John  Winn,  2119  22nd  St., 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601,  For  motel 
reservations  call:  (3 1 8-443-2561 ). 


Fellowship  breaks  ground  for  Bossier  church 


On  Palm  Sunday,  a  misty  April  day,  spirits  were  high  as  Fellowship 
UMC,  Bossier  City,  held  the  groundbreaking  for  their  new  church. 
Pictured  as  they  participated  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Bossier  City  Mayor 
George  Dement;  the  Rev.  Greg  Davis,  pastor;  Shirley  Ledbetter,  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  president;  Claire  Shidler,  and  Jan  Loosley. 


Eva  Underwood,  first  Dulac  Houma  Indian  college  graduate 
praises  Methodist  Church  as  source  of  inspiration  and  help 


Eva  D.  Underwood  always  knew 
she  wanted  to  be  a  teacher  but  she 
grew  up  “as  a  full-blooded  Houma 
Indian  in  Dulac.”  Located  in  a  re¬ 
mote  area  of  Terrebonne  Parish  on 
Bayou  Grand  Caillou  near  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  Dulac  is  a  fishing  village 
populated  in  part  by  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  the  Houma  Nation.  When 
Underwood  was  a  child,  Indian 
children  could  not  even  attend  pub¬ 
lic  schools  in  Louisiana. 

“English  was  a  foreign  language 
to  us,”  she  said.  “My  family  and  ev¬ 
eryone  spoke  French.” 

She  was  enrolled  in  the  Dulac  In¬ 
dian  Mission  school.  There  she  was 
taught  by  the  legendary  Miss  Wil- 
helmina  Hooper  who  came  to  Loui¬ 
siana  for  two  weeks  to  visit  her 
sister  and  stayed  all  of  her  adult  life 
to  teach  the  Indian  children. 

“We  were  taught  at  the  mission 
and  got  our  clothes  from  there,"  she 
said.  She  described  Miss  Hooper  as 
“  a  lovely  lady,  more  than  just  a 
teacher.  She  was  a  resource,  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  me.” 

Paid  for  Education 

“Arlie  Haney,  a  lady  from  Iowa, 
La.,  who  visited  Dulac  as  part  of  a 
group  of  Methodist  women,  person¬ 
ally  paid  my  way  through  four  years 
of  high  school.  I  left  home  when  I 
was  15  and  attended  the  Vaschti 
School  in  Thomasville,  Ga.,  which 
was  then  supported  by  Methodist 
women  nationally." 


NATIVE  ANCFBCAN 
AWARENESS  SUEOAY 


For  her  col¬ 
lege  years,  she 
received  a 
scholarship, 
which  had  been 
given  in  honor 
of  a  Methodist 
woman.  Underwood  attended  Na¬ 
tional  College  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
which  had  previously  been  a  train¬ 
ing  school  for  missionaries  and 
which  is  now  St.  Paul  Seminary. 

Her  dreams  became  reality.  She 
was  the  first  member  of  the  Houma 
Nation  from  Dulac  to  graduate 
from  high  school  and  college. 

“I  was  one  of  the  lucky  ones,” 
said  Underwood,  who  still  has  fam¬ 
ily  living  in  Dulac.  “I  have  felt  the 
influence  of  the  Methodist  Church 
all  my  life.” 

Teaching  Career 

She  started  teaching  in  1961  and 
throughout  her  career  has  taught  in 
elementary  and  junior  high  schools 
in  Denham  Springs  and  Watson. 
Although  she  retired  in  1987,  she 
continues  to  teach  on  a  part-time 
basis. 

Underwood  is  an  active  member 
of  First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs. 
Last  weekend  she  arranged  for  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Dulac  and  five 
other  projects  supported  by  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  mission  event.  She  is  on 
the  North  Shore  District  and  the 
Conference  Boards  of  Church  Ex¬ 


tension  and  has  been  chosen  to 
serve  on  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“Everything  I  do  relates  back  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church 
which  has  done  a  lot  for  the  Native 
American  population.  The  church 
has  been  a  source  of  inspiration  and 
a  physical  and  spiritual  help  to  all 
of  us.” 

Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday 
Scheduled  April  25 

Louisiana  Conference  churches 
will  observe  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday  on  April  25,  the 
third  Sunday  of  Easter.  It  will  be  the 
first  churchwide  Sunday  with  an  of¬ 
fering  that  specifically  focuses  on 
Native  American  ministries. 

Half  of  the  offering  will  be  used  to 
develop  and  strengthen  Native 
American  ministries  within  the  Con¬ 
ference.  The  remainder  will  be  used 
nationally  to  provide  scholarships  for 
Native  Americans  attending  UM 
schools  of  theology  and  for  other 
ministries  to  Native  Americans. 

In  Louisiana  Conference,  there  is 
a  United  Methodist  minister  who  is 
a  native  American,  the  Rev.  Kirby 
Verret,  pastor  of  Clanton  Chapel, 
Dulac.  Some  members  of  the  Hou¬ 
ma  Nation  are  among  the  church’s 
congregation. 


April  showers  came  their  way  on 
groundbreaking  day,  Palm  Sunday, 
but  members  of  Fellowship  United 
Methodist  Church  know  there  is  a 
promise  of  two  buildings  sprouting 
up  in  the  lovely  setting  chosen  for 
their  new  church.  The  location  is 
the  comer  of  Medical  Drive  at 
Barksdale  Boulevard  in  south  Bossi¬ 
er  City. 

In  the  fertile  soil,  there  is  poten¬ 
tial  for  a  great  church  to  emerge  as 
it  spreads  its  roots  and  its  message 
to  the  surrounding  community. 

Festive  note 

Colorful  umbrellas  added  a  fes¬ 
tive  note  to  the  groundbreaking.  It 
was  a  wonderful,  long-awaited  day 
for  the  church  and  its  minister. 

The  Rev.  Greg  Davis,  pastor, 
said,  “Misty  weather  did  not  damp¬ 
en  the  spirits  of  those  who  attend¬ 
ed.” 

Ground  was  broken  by  Bossier 
City  Mayor  George  Dement,  the 
pastor;  Shirley  Ledbetter,  Adminis¬ 
trative  Council  chair,  and  “church 
members  ranging  in  age  from  two  to 
82.” 

To  be  built  are  a  5,000  square 
foot  structure  for  classrooms  and  a 
4,000  square  foot,  multi-purpose 
fellowship  area  for  worship  services 
and  activities. 

Support  given 

“Many  church  and  community 
leaders  have  supported  Fellowship’s 
growth,"  Davis  said.  “We  are  grate¬ 
ful  for  their  assistance.  We  are  a 
lighthouse  beacon  for  the  surround¬ 
ing  community.  Our  mission  is  to 
help  the  unchurched  ‘discover 
God’s  love  in  Fellowship.’  Having  a 
permanent  home  enhances  our  abil¬ 
ity  to  do  this.” 

The  church  has  been  meeting  at 
Parkway  High  School  since  Dec.  2, 
1990.  Membership  has  grown  to 
about  390  since  that  time. 


In  memoriam 

Persis  M.  Johns,  91,  surviving 
spouse  of  the  late  Rev.  Henry  L. 
Johns,  Louisiana  Conference  minis¬ 
ter,  died  April  7.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  First  UMC,  Monroe, 
where  officiants  were  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint  (retired),  the  Rev.  John 
Lee  and  the  Rev.  Odell  Simmons. 

Survivors  are  two  daughters, 
Hope  Norman  of  Alexandria  and 
Persis  Johns  Crawford  of  Monroe 
and  one  son,  Roy  Johns  of  Monroe. 


Josephine  Andrews,  surviving 
spouse  of  the  late  Rev.  Benjamin  H. 
Andrews,  Louisiana  Conference 
minister,  died  Jan.  29. 

She  is  survived  by  one  son,  Glenn 
L.  Andrews  of  Gonzales. 
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Easter  celebration 
takes  more  than  a  day 


Are  you  ready  for  Easter  this  Sun¬ 
day? 

,  No,  we’re  not  two  weeks  behind 
the  times!  Of  course,  the  “official” 
celebration  of  Christ’s  resurrection 
happened  earlier  this  month. 

By  this  time,  however,  many  of 
us  have  either  forgotten  or  not 
known  about  a  spiritually  signifi¬ 
cant  fact:  According  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  calendar,  Easter  is  a  six-week 
season,  not  merely  a  single  day. 

Our  ancestors  in  the  faith,  who 
bequeathed  the  liturgical  seasons 
and  calendar  to  us,  were  wise  to 
give  Easter  such  emphasis.  After  all, 
its  message  of  God’s  victory  over 
death  and  gift  of  new  life  is  the  es¬ 
sence  of  the  good  news  that  Christ’s 
followers  proclaim! 

;  Indeed,  Martin  Luther,  father  of 
{he  16th  century  Protestant  Refor¬ 
mation,  taught  that  every  Sunday  is 
a  “little  Easter.”  By  that  he  meant 
that  Christian  congregations,  as  ac¬ 
tors  in  corporate  worship,  re-enact 
the  drama  of  salvation  before  God. 

:  Luther’s  point  is  as  relevant  to¬ 
day  as  it  was  more  than  400  years 
ago:  Even  six  weeks  are  none  too 
many  to  celebrate  Easter’s  truth 
that  Christ  is  risen.  In  his  day  and 
Ours,  a  troubled  world  continually 
aches  for  the  Resurrection’s  life-af- 
firming  hope  and  joy. 

Hence,  if  you  and  your  congrega¬ 
tion  regard  Easter  as  being  “over" 
for  this  year,  we  urge  you  to  recon¬ 
sider.  At  a  minimum,  all  of  us  should 
resolve  to  observe  the  six  weeks  of 
Easter  by  explicitly  emphasizing  its 
central  message  during  corporate 
and  individual  worship. 

As  a  way  to  remind  ourselves  of 
Easter’s  year-around  relevance,  we 
recommend  the  following  questions 
for  ongoing  exploration  from  the 
pulpit,  in  Sunday  school  and 
through  regular  personal  reflection: 

■  What  signs  can  you  identify  in 
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The  Resurrection  of  Christ,  trium¬ 
phantly  rising  from  the  tomb  in 
this  painting  by  Borgognone, 
forms  the  central  message  of 
Christian  faith  that  should  be  cel¬ 
ebrated  more  than  once  a  year. 

your  life  and  in  your  congregation 
that  the  Easter  message  has  “taken,” 
that  is,  resulted  in  discernible  trans¬ 
formation  of  spirit  and  behavior? 

■  What  aspects  of  life  in  your  im¬ 
mediate  community  or  neighbor¬ 
hood  most  need  an  infusion  of 
Easter  spirit?  What  might  you  or 
your  congregation  do  to  provide 
such  an  infusion? 

■  How  does  Christ’s  resurrection 
enable  us  to  approach  life’s  many 
death  experiences — the  end  of  bodily 
life,  the  end  of  a  relationship,  loss  of 
a  job,  loss  of  health  and  so  on — not 
merely  with  acceptance  but  with  con¬ 
tagious  certainty  that  “all  things  work 
together  for  good  for  those  who  love 
God”  (Romans  8:28)? 


God  will  judge  Walker  Railey — and  us 


By  |ACK  M.  TUELL 

The  jury  has  rendered  a  verdict  of  “not 
guilty”  in  the  case  of  former  United  Methodist 
minister  Walker  Railey. 

The  legal  meaning  of  this  verdict  is  that  the 
jury  believed  there  were  reasonable  doubts 
that  he  attempted  to  murder  his  wife  by  stran¬ 
gulation.  Since  the  law  requires  a  jury  to  find 
that  evidence  of  guilty  be¬ 
yond  a  reasonable  doubt, 
the  only  possible  verdict 
under  the  law  was  “not 
guilty.” 

Many  people  will  be  very 
unhappy  over  this  verdict  be¬ 
cause  they  believe  in  their 
hearts  that  Walker  Railey  is 
guilty  as  charged.  Others  will 
be  relieved  because  they  be¬ 
lieve  in  his  innocence. 

One  sentiment  shared  by 
almost  everyone  is  a  desire 
to  have  some  resolution  of 
this  matter  which  has  been 
hanging  for  so  long. 

While  a  trial  can’t  deter¬ 
mine  with  certainty  the  actual  guilt  or  inno¬ 
cence  of  the  accused  person  (only  that  person, 
the  person  attacked,  and  God  know  that  in 
this  instance),  it’s  the  way  worked  out  by  soci¬ 
ety  over  centuries  of  experience  to  determine 
if  the  community  will  exact  punishment  in  the 


form  of  fines,  imprisonment  or  execution  for  a 
person  charged  with  a  crime. 

How  should  Christians  deal  with  this?  There 
are  at  least  two  levels  of  response: 

■  Even  though  a  person  may  feel  in  his  or  her 
heart  that  the  verdict  is  wrong,  it’s  important  to 
accept  the  limitations  of  legal  and  institutional 
means  of  determining  the  truth. 

Legal  procedures  can’t  determine  truth  in  an 
absolute  sense — they  can 
only  assess  existing  evidence 
according  to  the  rules  and  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  “best  guess”  of  what 
the  troth  is. 

Despite  this,  the  need  we 
have  for  “closure”  on  mat¬ 
ters  such  as  Dr.  Railey’s  guilt 
or  innocence  can  be  met  to 
some  extent  by  the  deliber¬ 
ate  and  considered  findings 
of  a  jury.  Christians  are 
called  upon  by  Paul  to  re¬ 
spect  civil  authority,  and  a 
jury’s  verdict  (in  the  absence 
of  overwhelming  evidence  to 
the  contrary),  deserves  a  pre¬ 
sumption  of  validity. 

■  We  are  reminded  by  Paul  in  the  12th  chap¬ 
ter  of  Romans  that  “  ’vengeance  is  mine — I  will 
repay,’  says  the  Lord.” 

This  is  an  important  reminder  to  Christians 
that  all  human  systems  of  judgment  are  flawed 
and  that  only  God  can  judge  in  perfect  troth 
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lack  M.  Tuell  of  Greenbank , 
Wash.,  is  a  retired  bishop  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  a  former  attorney.  His  ap¬ 
praisal  of  Walker  Raiiey's  trial ' 
was  written  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Reporter. 


and  equity. 

There  is  a  passage  in  Hebrews  10:31:  “It  is  a 
fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God.”  Many  years  ago  I  heard  Dr.  Eric  Baker, 
a  British  Methodist  preacher,  comment  on 
that  assertion.  Dr.  Baker  said:  “Yes,  it  is  a 
fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God — but  it  would  be  a  much  more  fearful 
thing  not  to!”  By  this  he  meant  that  we  are  all 
constantly  judged  by  our  associates,  the  media, 
or  history,  all  of  whom  are  frequently  proved 
wrong.  How  wonderful,  then,  that  the  true  and 
ultimate  judgment  is  made  by  the  God  whose 
nature  has  been  revealed  to  us  in  Jesus  Christ! 

So  let  us  thank  God  that  final  and  authentic 
judgment — on  Walker  Railey  and  all  the  rest 
of  us — is  in  the  hands  of  God,  who  judges  with 
truth  and  equity,  compassion  and  love.  Such 
knowledge  gives  us  assurance  in  the  midst  of 
our  concerns  over  the  frailties  of  our  human 
systems  of  justice. 


We  gave  Mom  a  'memorial'  before  she  died 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 

Picture  this:  Mother,  97,  four 
years  in  a  convalescent  hospital, 
four  years  in  a  board-and-care 
home  before  that.  A  total  of  eight 
years  removed  from  the  town, 
church  and  friends  which  had 
equaled  “home”  for  more  than  half 
a  century  (1931-1983). 

Only  son  goes  to  visit,  an  infre- 


question:  Why  don’t  you  give  me 
my  memorial  service  now  while  I 
have  the  physical  presence  and 
mental  capacity  to  enjoy  it? 

While  surprised  by  the  request 
initially,  we  both  soon  recall  hear¬ 
ing  people  comment  about  lavish 
floral  displays  at  funeral:  “Wouldn’t 
it  be  nice  to  receive  some  of  those 
tributes  while  still  alive?” 

And  so  our  surprise  quickly  gives 
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quent  visit  on  account  of  distance.  |  way  to  a  sense  of  rightness.  Why 


Only  daughter  visits,  one  of  many 
calls  helped  by  close  proximity. 
Mother  tosses  both  the  same 


shouldn’t  Mom  hear  of  her  friends’ 
love  and  appreciation?  And,  in  fact, 
wasn’t  there  a  clear  and  present 


'Two  cries  for  compassion'  praised,  rebuked 


The  Rev.  Jim  R.  Kok’s  article 
“Let’s  accept  homosexuals  but  not 
their  behavior”  (see  UMR,  March  26) 
was  one  of  the  best  discussions  on  ho¬ 
mosexuals  that  I  have  ever  read. 

I  have  had  trouble  understanding 
or  accepting  these  fellow  human  be¬ 
ings  all  my  life.  I  was  18  before  I  was 
aware  of  gays  and  then  I  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  it.  I  had  to  go  to  an  older  man 
whom  I  trusted  for  confirmation.  To¬ 
day,  young  people  become  aware  of 
gays  at  a  much  earlier  age. 

No  one  told  me  that  homosexual 
behavior  was  right  or  wrong.  My 
own  moral  con¬ 
science  told  me 
that  it  was  wrong. 

My  parents  and 
our  little  Method¬ 
ist  Church  taught 
us  good  morals, 
but  the  subject  of 
sexual  preference 
was  never  alluded 
to.  Based  on  what  I’ve  learned  1  can’t 
believe  that  gays  are  a  part  of  God’s 
perfection. 

I  don’t  profess  to  know  why  ho¬ 
mosexuals  are  who  they  are.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  through  Christ  they  can 
control  their  actions,  as  Mr.  Kok 
suggests.  Christ,  I  believe,  has 
helped  me  accept  gays  as  individ¬ 
uals,  loved  by  God.  That  doesn’t 
mean  that  I  have  to  accept,  or 
should  accept,  their  way  of  life. 

Robert  W.  Clarke 

Bourg,  Louisiana 

How  unbelievable! 

:  Regarding  the  article  by  Rev.  Jim 
R.  Kok  “Let’s  accept  homosexuals 
but  not  their  behavior”  (see  UMR, 
March  26),  how  unbelievable! 

■  He  is  right  on  the  money  with: 
^Homosexuality  is  not  a  lifestyle 
Choice  any  more  than  heterosexual¬ 
ity  is.”  and:  “Homosexuality  begins 
early  in  life  . . .  maybe  before  birth 
• . .  but  certainly  in  early  infancy.” 
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But  look  out ...  the  ax  is  about  to 
fall:  “Homosexual  people  should 
live  a  life  of  genital  celibacy.  Sexual 
intimacy  is  not  a  necessary  part  of 
their  love  relationships.” 

That  will  probably  become  a  fact 
during  the  same  millennium  that 
heterosexual  sex  is  used  exclusively 
for  procreation. 

There  are  many 
well  thought-out 
ideas  and  conclu¬ 
sions  in  this  arti¬ 
cle,  but  asking 
gays  to  be  celi¬ 
bate  is  somewhat 
like  saying  that 
since  we  all  know 
that  God  is  blue- 
with  brown  eyes 
should  wear  blindfolds  and  curse 
the  darkness  for  their  God-given 
condition. 

Paul  Van  Order 
Houston,  Texas 

Expression  of  love 

All  United  Methodists  who  are 
Christians  should  be  pleased  by  the 
decision  of  Reporter  editors  to  print 
“Two  cries  for  Christian  compas¬ 
sion”  (see  UMR,  March  26). 

The  Rev.  Edward  Hoffman’s  arti¬ 
cle,  “I  mourn  loss  of  a  gay  col¬ 
league,”  was  a  beautiful  expression 
of  Christian  love,  compassion  and 
sorrow  at  the  loss  of  a  loving  Chris¬ 
tian  who  happened  to  be  gay. 

What  is  required  of  the  whole 
Christian  community,  without  delay, 
is  the  official  sanctuary  blessing  of  re¬ 
lationships  of  same-gender  couples 
with  no  less  attention  than  is  given  to 
male-female  relationships.  It  would 
make  a  major  contribution  in  publi- 


eyed 


cizing,  and  thereby  encouraging,  life; 
time  monogamous  homosexual 
relationships. 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

It's  irrelevant 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  the 
Rev.  Jim  Kok’s  comments  on  ho¬ 
mosexuality  (see  UMR,  March  26). 

Whether  or  not  a  tendency  to¬ 
ward  any  of  the  biblical  signs  is  “in 
the  genes”  or  is  a  product  of  early 
environment  or  present  circum¬ 
stances,  I  believe,  is  irrelevant. 

God  has  promised  that  through 
the  power  and  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  we  are  able  to  overcome  any¬ 
thing  that  has  enslaved  us  or  has  the 
potential  of  enslaving  us.  And  there 
are  many  temporarily  pleasurable 
activities  that  have  that  potential. 
As  responsible  adults  we  have  the 
ability  to  choose  our  direction. 

Lorraine  M.  Weick 
Westchester,  Illinois 

Why  no  rebuke? 

John  A.  Lovelace  writes  in 
“Faithfully  yours”  (see  UMR,  April 
2)  of  a  sad  incident  he  witnessed  in 
a  barber  shop.  Was  he  a  Christian 
when  he  looked  upon  and  listened 
to  this  shameful  thing?  If  so,  why 
didn’t  he  rebuke  the  offender  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ? 

Better  yet,  why  didn’t  he  get  up 
and  leave  after  first  explaining  how 
Christians  don’t  tolerate  such  un¬ 
kindness  and  will  not  give  their 
business  to  hypocrites? 

Barbara  Eskind 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

What  is  truth? 

In  the  letter,  “Come  to  Grips,” 
(see  UMR,  March  26)  appears  this 
statement  with  the  reference  to 
“sexual  preference  and  any  other 
life  issue”:  “. . .  it  is  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  church,  the  pastors,  and 
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individual  believers  to  live  and  pro¬ 
mote  what  we  know  to  be  true.” 

The  problem  with  this  statement 
is  that  nobody  knows  what  is  true. 
Thinking  we  know  what  is  true 
leads  us  into  fanaticism  and  perse¬ 
cution. 

Reinhold  Niebuhr  in  “The  Na¬ 
ture  and  Destiny  of  Man”  states: 

“The  test  is  two¬ 
fold  and  includes 
both  the  ability  to 
hold  vital  convic¬ 
tions  which  lead 
to  action;  and  also 
the  capacity  to 
preserve  the  spirit 
Reinhold  Niebuhr  0f  forgiveness  to¬ 
wards  those  who  offend  us  by  hold¬ 
ing  to  convictions  which  seem 
untrue  to  us. . .  .We  must  admit 
that  Christian  history  in  general  has 
frequently  generated  fanaticisms  as 
grievous  as  the  idolatries  of  other 
cultures.” 

Many  of  us  think  that  what  we 
believe  is  really  true.  We  don’t  real¬ 
ize  that  what  we  believe  may  not  be 
true  at  all.  No  matter  how  much 
some  of  us  may  think  we  know  the 
troth,  we  don’t  know  the  truth.  All 
we  can  do  is  believe  and  hope  that 
what  we  believe  is  true.  That  is  a 
human  condition  with  which  we 
have  to  live. 

James  J.  Billings 
Del  Rio,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yester¬ 
day  and  today  and  forever.” 


likelihood  Mom  would  outlive 
nearly  all  her  friends? 

Within  a  few  days,  my  sister  is  on 
the  phone  voicing  a  sensible  solu¬ 
tion,  a  fitting  response,  to  our 
Mom’s  request. 

“How  about  this?”  Patricia  won¬ 
ders.  “Why  don’t  you  and  I  go  back 
to  the  old  hometown,  and  to  the 
former  church-of-deep-involve- 
ment,  and  make  a  video  tape?” 

A  plan  unfolds.  Such  friends  as 
remain  in  the  congregation  will  be 
invited  to  come  aside  during  the  af¬ 
ter-worship  coffee  hour.  They  will 
be  offered  the  opportunity  to  write 
a  brief  note  and/or  appear  on  cam¬ 
era  voicing  kind  words  and  sending 
Mom  their  greetings. 

Patricia  calls  the  minister  and 
gains  his  support.  She  inquires 
about  someone  with  video-taping 
expertise  and  soon  has  a  semi-pro¬ 
fessional  committed  to  the  project. 

Meanwhile,  I  review  old  slides 
and  select  some  pictures  designed 
to  re-kindle  memories  of  familiar 
places  and  of  times  gone  by.  Soon 
I’ve  set  aside  about  40  views— and 
written  a  short  accompanying  com¬ 
mentary. 

I  send  the  slides  and  an  audio 
tape  of  my  commentary  to  a  firm 
that  transfers  slides  to  video.  Soon, 
my  sister  and  I  have  two  produc¬ 
tions  in  hand  (1)  the  videotape  shot 
live  at  the  church  coffee  hour  and 
several  other  local  venues,  and  (2) 
the  slides-become-video  depicting 
familiar  sights  as  they  appeared 
years  ago. 

The  first  turned  out  to  be  about 
an  hour  in  length,  the  second  nine 
minutes. 

Other  elements  enrich  the  coffee 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  William 
C.  Sanford  of 
Atwater ;  Calif.,  is  a 
retired  dergy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference. 


hour  celebration.  My  sister  orders  a 
cake  with  an  inscription  featuring 
our  mother’s  nickname:  “We  love 
you,  Happy.”  Flowers  adorn  a  serv¬ 
ing  table.  A  soloist  renders  two  of 
Mom’s  favorite  hymns. 

Two  and  a  half  weeks  elapse. 
Mom’s  98th  Thanksgiving  Day  ar¬ 
rives  in  1991.  Son  and  daughter, 
with  the  “memorial”  videotape, 
'supply  the  day’s  celebration,  some¬ 
thing  greatly  appreciated,  some¬ 
thing  maintenance-free  and  no 
trouble  to  store. 

Mother  died  April  2  this  year, 
about  eight  hours  after  another 
small  bedside  party  celebrated  her 
99th  birthday.  Throughout  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  her  quality  of  life  had  di¬ 
minished  greatly. 

We’re  glad  we  did  her  “memori¬ 
al”  when  we  did. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Faithfulness  is  the  continuous 
discipline  of  seeking  God’s  direc¬ 
tion,  articulating  that  direction  and 
following  that  direction.  It  is  not  in¬ 
appropriate  for  there  to  be  chal¬ 
lenge  on  each  point.  It  is  not  wrong 
that  there  be  disagreement.  But 
without  a  willingness  and  ability  to 
do  all  three,  faithfulness  can  easily 
be  subverted,  and  ‘success’  by  other 
criteria  can  easily  be  applauded  as 
its  rightful  and  desirable  substi¬ 
tute.” 

— The  Rev.  Wendell  Luke,  Boston, 
Mass. 

*  *  * 

“A  theological  school  is  a  com¬ 
munity  of  persons  trying  to  under¬ 
stand  God  more  truly  by  focusing 
its  study  of  various  subject  matters 
within  the  horizon  of  questions 
about  the  Christian  congregation.” 
—The  Rev.  David  H.  Kelsey  in  his 
book,  “To  Understand  God.” 

•  *  * 


“Struggle  to  be  faithful  to  the 
whole  Gospel,  holding  in  creative 
tension  personal  salvation  and  so¬ 
cial  transformation.” 

— Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  M.  Ault  in  “Christian  Centu¬ 
ry.” 

*  *  * 

“If  we  chose  to  face  our  loneli¬ 
ness  with  a  radical  trust  in  God,  un¬ 
afraid  for  ourselves,  we  could  then 
and  only  then  lead  others  toward 
the  Reliable  One,  the  Trustworthy 
One.  We  could  lead  because  we 
have  been  safely  led.” 

— The  Rev.  Jeff  L.  Blackman  in 
“Sacramental  Life,”  magazine  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Luke. 

*  *  * 
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(Lust  week's  answer  Matthew  28:19) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  25 

Sunday:  Psalms  116:1-4 
Monday:  Psalms  116:12-19 
Tuesday:  Acts  2: 1 4a,  36 
Wednesday:  Acts  2:37-41 
Thursday:  1  Peter  1:17-21 
Friday:  1  Peter  1:22-23 
Saturday:  Luke  24: 1 3-35 


Chemical  Dependency  Summer 
School:  June  20-July  LatOklahoma 
City  University.  Led  by  profession¬ 
als  for  clergy  and  staff.  Cost  for 
books,  supplies,  room  and  board  is 
$900.  Limited  enrollment.  80 contact 
hours  of  CEU.  Sponsors:  Oklahoma 
Conference  UMC  and  Presbyterian 
Hospital.  Call  Dr.  MacKenzie  Th¬ 
ompson,  UM  Chemical  Depen¬ 
dency  Services:  405/521-5047. 


Attention:  Choir  Members  &  Di¬ 

rectors  of  Vocal,  Instrumental, 
Organ  &  Handbells.  Hands-on  learning  s 
reading  packets  for  church  musicians  of  all  church 
sizes,  seasons,  ages,  and  styles. 

Clinicians:  Dr.  Lloyd  Pfautsch,  Nora  Henson, 
Randy  McChesney,  Pat  Messick,  Marlene  Murphy, 
Judy  Dardagaman,  David  VanderMeer. 

Texas  Conference 
Choir  Clinic 
June  7  —  11,  1993 
Lakeview  Methodist 
Conference  Center 
Palestine,  Texas 
For  Information,  Contact: 

Carol  Pope 

3411  Parkway  Terrace 
Bryan,  Texas  77802 
(409)  846-3340 

Christy  Dyer  •  (409)  846-7027 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


Stanley  Mogoba 


A  PREREQUISITE  OF  PEACE:  The 

presiding  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
“  Southern  Africa  has  called 
for  a  “calm  and  statesman¬ 
like  reaction”  following  the 
recent  assassination  of  a 
popular  militant  leader. 
Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba 
said  after  Chris  Hani  of  the 
African  National  Congress 
was  killed,  “the  enemies  of 
peace  have  acted.”  The 
bishop  said  a  peace-keeping  force  must  be  in 
place  before  any  constitutional  agreements  are 
reached  or  an  interim  government  takes  power. 
As  black  leaders  and  government  officials 
worked  to  channel  the  anger  of  the  black  popu¬ 
lation  away  from  violence,  the  Central  Method¬ 
ist  Mission  in  Johannesburg  was  host  to  a 
national  prayer  service  sponsored  by  the  South 
Africa  Council  of  Churches. 

VIOLENCE  AGAINST  WOMEN: 

Condemning  all  violence  against  women,  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  are  call¬ 
ing  for  humanitarian  aid  to  victims  of  rape  and 
imprisonment  in  Bosnia-Herzegovina.  They’re 
also  urging  their  members  to  support  legislation 
to  end  such  atrocities. 

COUNTERACT  'HATE  GROUPS': 

Top  executives  of  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  have  sent  a  book 
on  “hate  groups”  to  all  active  bishops  in  the 
United  States  as  a  resource  for  districts  and  lo¬ 
cal  congregations.  Officials  said  they  hope 
copies  of  “When  Hate  Groups  Come  to  Town: 
A  Handbook  of  Effective  Community  Re¬ 
sponse"  will  become  “a  rallying  point  within 
the  Christian  family  for  the  elimination  of  ha¬ 
tred  and  the  violence  triggered  by  bias.”  The 
book  was  published  by  the  Atlanta-based  Center 
for  Democratic  Renewal,  which  issues  reports 
on  hate  crimes  and  racist  and  anti-Semitic  orga¬ 
nizations.  Mission  executives  also  sent  sample 
copies  of  the  book  to  leaders  of  20  denomina¬ 
tions,  along  with  requests  that  the  resource  be 
endorsed  for  use  in  those  communions. 

OFFERING  OF  LETTERS:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  among  local  church  people  being 
asked  to  participate  in  “Many  Neighbors,  One 
Earth,”  Bread  for  the  World’s  1993  Offering  of 
Letters  campaign.  The  campaign’s  goal  is  to 
convince  Congress  and  the  U.S.  government  to 
redirect  foreign-aid  dollars  to  alleviate  hunger 
and  poverty  outside  the  United  States. 

VOLUNTEER  OF  THE  YEAR:  Geral¬ 
dine  Bell,  an  active  member  of  Headland 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta, 
has  been  named  National  Volunteer  of  the  Year 
by  Joint  Action  in  Community  Service,  Inc. 
Since  1977  Ms.  Bell,  73,  has  served  as  the  orga¬ 
nization’s  Southeastern  regional  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator.  Ms.  Bell  is  a  graduate  of  United 
Methodist-related  Clark-Atlanta  University. 
JACS  is  a  network  of  nearly  5,000  volunteers 
who  help  disadvantaged  youth  returning  from 
federally  funded  Job  Corps  training. 

THE  VERDICT  IS  IN:  With  the  verdict  in 
federal  trial  of  the  four  police  officers 
charged  with  the  violation 
of  Rodney  G.  King’s  civil 
rights  rendered,  United 
Methodists  in  Southern 
California  were  prepared  to 
offer  their  communities 
counsel  and  prayer.  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Roy  I. 
Sano  (Los  Angeles  Area) 
Bishop  Sano  said  the  conference  will 
host  a  public  rally  in  downtown  Los  Angeles 
May  3  with  the  100-member  Council  of  Bishops 
present  to  declare  the  church's  commitment. 
Referring  to  the  “forboding  and  tension”  which 
gripped  Los  Angeles  and  surrounding  areas  be¬ 
fore  the  verdict,”  Bishop  Sano  said,  “I  urge  that 
all  our  churches  remain  open  as  the  jury  deci¬ 
sion  is  announced  . . .  Our  facilities  can  be  a 
place  for  refreshment,  mediation  and  renewal  of 
commitment  to  rebuild  and  heal  our  city.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Church's  architecture  as  'sacred  space?' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Auoclate  Editor 

Does  your  church,  through  its 
architecture,  reflect  what  your 
congregation  wants  to  say  about 
the  gospel? 

Is  it  a  place  where  the  congre¬ 
gation  can  be  in  the  presence  of 
God  in  a  special  way? 

If  so,  your  congregation  has 
created  a  sacred  space,  says  the 
Rev.  John  Wesley  Cook,  head  of 
the  Henry  Luce  Foundation. 

As  president  of  one  of  the  50 
largest  foundations  in  the  United 
States — established  in  1935  by 
the  founder  and  editor  of  Time 
Inc. — Dr.  Cook  oversees  assets 
of  more  than  $400  million. 

See  through  eyes  of  faith 

In  a  recent  series  of  lectures  at 
United  Methodist-related  Texas 
Wesleyan  University  in  Fort 
Worth,  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister  asked  the  audi¬ 
ence  to  see  architecture  with  the 
eyes  of  faith. 

Architecture  ought  to  reflect 
each  congregation’s  best  state¬ 
ment  of  faith,  he  said. 

Through  a  slide  presentation, 
Dr.  Cook  showed  how  Christians 
had  made  such  architectural 
“faith  statements”  as  old  as  a  3rd 
century  Babylonian  house 
church,  found  under  the  sand 
near  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates 
River  in  modem  Iraq,  and  as 
new  as  a  20th  century  shopping 
mall-style  church  campus. 

Each  example  of  church  archi¬ 
tecture,  he  said,  revealed  what  its 
congregation  considered  impor¬ 
tant  about  worship. 


For  example,  the  house  church 
at  Dura-Europos  on  the  Euphra¬ 
tes  revealed  that  the  congrega¬ 
tion  emphasized  baptism,  the 
Lord’s  supper  and  preaching. 

Congregation  brought  in 

But  in  Rome,  100  years  later, 
the  first  Christian  basilica  was 
designed  to  bring  the  entire  pop- 
ulation  into  proximity  to  a 
source  of  power — in  this  case  the 
bones  of  St.  Peter.  The  basilica 
became  a  vital  center  of  Chris¬ 
tian  consciousness  and  now  is 
the  site  of  St.  Peter’s  in  Rome. 

Since  that  time,  “the  church 
has  always  been  somewhere  be¬ 
tween  the  meeting  house  and  the 
power  center,”  he  said. 

A  new  form  of  church  architec¬ 
ture  rose  in  the  6th  century  when 
St.  Sophia  was  built  on  a  hill  in 
Constantinople,  Turkey,  (now  Is¬ 
tanbul)  once  the  seat  of  the  Byz¬ 
antine  Empire. 

Describing  St.  Sophia  as  one  of 
the  architectural  wonders  of  the 
world,  he  said  it  brought  the  city 
together  in  a  rounded  space  to 
participate  in  the  sacraments. 
This  became  the  first  example  of 
bringing  the  communion  ele¬ 
ments  out  into  the  congregation. 

By  contrast,  beginning  in  the 
13th  century,  the  towering,  as¬ 
cending  motif  of  the  high  Gothic 
style  found  in  the  monumental 
cathedrals  of  Europe  presented  a 
model  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
on  earth,  Dr.  Cook  said. 

Light  shining  through  the  cathe¬ 
drals’  stained  glass  illuminates  the 
sacred  story  and,  combined  with 
music,  creates  a  space  that  is  “ex- 


PHOTO  C  Ol.RUSY  OF  HENRY  LUCE  FOUNDATION 

Matthias  Grunewald's  famous  Isenheim  Altarpiece,  painted  in  the  early  16th  century,  can  be 
seen  today  in  the  Unterlinden  Museum  in  Colmar,  France.  See  accompanying  stories  for  some 
idea  of  what  makes  it  important. 


tra-natural,”  he  said. 

'Touch  the  presence  of  God' 

“There’s  no  better  way  to 
touch  the  presence  of  God,”  he 
said. 

The  rococo  European  churches 


of  18th  century,  with  their  frenzy 
of  the  decoration,  were  full  of  light 
with  white-washed  walls,  he 
pointed  out.  Vaulted  ceilings 
were  covered  with  billowing  can¬ 
opies  of  art — frescos  of  the  heav¬ 
ens  with  swirling  clouds  and 


Bring  your  faith  to  church's  art ,  says  expert 


Do  you  have  eyes  and  fail  to  see? 

Mark  8:18  NRSV 

To  see  with  faith,  the  Rev.  John  Wesley 
Cook  recently  explained  to  an  audience  at 
United  Methodist-related  Texas  Wesleyan 
University,  means  to  bring  your  faith  with 
you  when  you  observe  art,  particularly  art  in 
which  the  artist  is  attempting  to  portray  the 
Gospel  (see  related  story  above). 

As  an  example.  Dr.  Cook  projected  slides 
from  the  famous  Isenheim  Altarpiece,  paint¬ 
ed  in  the  early  16th  century  by  German  mas¬ 
ter  Matthias  Grunewald. 

Seeing  themselves  in  the  art 

Dr.  Cook  called  attention  to  a  grotesque  de¬ 
tail  in  the  altarpiece’s  interior  panel  in  which  a 
man  is  dying  from  St.  Anthony’s  fire,  a  disease 
which  corrupts  the  body  from  within  and  final¬ 
ly  erupts  painfully  all  over  the  body. 

Many  people  would  not  find  this  figure 
comforting  in  a  place  of  worship,  he  said. 

Yet,  the  hospital  for  which  it  was  painted 


was  dedicated  to  curing  people  with  this  dis¬ 
ease,  he  said. 

“There,  the  dying  patients  could  see  them¬ 
selves  in  the  painting  in  relationship  to  the 
grace  of  God,”  he  said. 

Another  part  of  the  altarpiece  portray  St. 

1  Anthpny,  a  hearer,  being  attacked  by  the  dev¬ 
il  even  while  trying  to  heal  patients. 

Dr.  Cook  also  projected  slides  of  works  by 
Emil  Nolde,  a  German  master  of  the  early 
20th  century.  Nolde  was  an  expressionist, 
one  who  explores  the  emotional  depths  of 
color.  For  example,  one  Nolde  altarpiece  por¬ 
trays  Christ  with  bright  red  hair. 

Many  people  find  Nolde’s  work  ugly,  ob¬ 
scure  and  grotesque,  Dr.  Cook  said,  but  his 
altarpiece  is  an  interpretation  of  the  life  of 
Christ  for  the  20th  century. 

20th  century  modernity,  he  said,  has 
turned  religious  experience  to  the  inside,  to 
personal  vision  and  feelings. 

Art  from  experience 

Abstract  art  emerges  from  personal  experi¬ 


ence,  he  said.  An  example  of  this,  he  contin¬ 
ued,  is  in  the  work  of  Mark  Rothko,  who 
engulfs  viewers  in  a  color  field,  void  of  sub¬ 
ject  matter,  to  allow  them  to  be  opened  by 
their  own  religious  memories. 

Examples  of  abstract  art  are  often  found  in 
the  stained  glass  windows  of  contemporary 
churches,  he  said. 

But  all  too  often,  the  better  artists  have  not 
been  invited  by  the  Protestant  churches  to  ex¬ 
press  the  churches’  ministry.  Dr.  Cook  said. 

“This  is  short  sighted  of  congregations  and 
has  led  to  an  unfortunate  isolation  of  artists," 
he  said. 

The  rift  between  Protestant  churches  and 
artists  goes  back  as  far  as  the  Reformation, 
he  said,  which  warned  the  church  against  art 
which  reflected  Catholic  theology. 

“The  gospel  has  become  stunted  because  of 
our  suspicion  of  the  world  of  art,”  he  said. 
“God  gave  us  eyes  to  see.  Let  us  learn  to  see 
what  God  has  given  us.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


circling  angels. 

Entering  the  church,  one  gets 
the  feeling  of  being  surrounded 
by  the  altar,  he  said. 

“It  takes  you  away  from  the 
world  and  into  heaven,”  he  said. 

But  an  ocean  away  in  New  En¬ 
gland,  many  Protestants  built 
simple  salt  box  meeting  houses 
with  raw  details  in  wood  and 
clear  glass. 

The  early  American  focal  point 
of  the  sanctuary  was  on  the  spot 
where  the  Word  was  spoken.  The 
large  windows  behind  the  pulpit 
were  there  to  increase  visibility 
for  reading  the  Scripture,  not  to 
illuminate  the  preacher. 

And  the  cross,  often  intricately 
carved  and  stone-studded  crucifix¬ 
es  of  precious  metals  in  rococo 
churches,  was  wooden  and  empty 
in  these  early  American  churches. 

“Each  culture  has  reinterpret¬ 
ed  the  cross  in  its  own  pain  and 
hope,”  Dr.  Cook  said. 

When  a  congregation  is  consid¬ 
ering  building  or  renovating  its 
church,  he  said,  members  should 
look  at  the  world  around  them 
with  the  eyes  of  faith  and  ask, 
“What  is  an  appropriate  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  cross  for  us?” 

Then,  he  concluded,  they 
should  learn  to  trust  great  artists 
to  assist  them  in  their  mission. 


UMCOR  planning  Bosnian  relief 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  the  Bal¬ 
kan  region  are  responding  to  Yu¬ 
goslavian  refugees  with  help  from 
the  New  York-based  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

There  are  an  estimated  2  mil¬ 
lion  refugees  and  nearly  1  million 
internally  displaced  persons  in 
the  region. 

In  consultation  with  United 
Methodists  in  Eastern  Europe, 
UMCOR  officials  announced 
last  week  that  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  start  a  refugee  housing 
program  in  the  Central  Bosnia 
city  of  Zenica,  about  30  kilome¬ 
ters  from  Sarajevo. 


American  prayers 

9  out  of  ten  American  adults  say  they  pray  to  God 


8  in  ten  say  prayer  is  a  regular  part  ol  their  lives. 


.  but  only  2.6  out  of  ten  say  they  are  completely 
satisfied  with  their  prayer  lives. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIOMT 
Barce  Bama  Research  GtoupLM. 


A  base  operation  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  there  by  a  contractor 
and  accountant,  with  a  satellite 
office  in  Split,  Bosnia,  staffed  by 
a  logistician. 

“The  key  to  all  these  proj¬ 
ects — current  and  potential — is 
that  they  utilize  skills  and  talents 
readily  available  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia,”  said  F.  Lloyd  Rol¬ 
lins,  staff  executive  for  United 
Methodism’s  relief  agency. 

“These  projects  will  impact  the 
economy  of  this  struggling  area 
in  positive  ways,  but  more  im¬ 
portantly,  they  offer  dignity  and 
hope  to  our  brothers  and  sisters 
in  pain  and  despair.” 

Expected  to  open  in  May,  the 
project  will  add  rooms  to  existing 
structures,  do  small-scale  reha¬ 
bilitation  on  damaged  houses 
and  provide  other  relief  efforts  in 
the  refugee  collection  centers. 

In  preparation  for  this  emer¬ 
gency  program,  UMCOR  repre¬ 
sentatives  recently  visited 
regions  of  the  former  Yugoslavia 
to  assess  long-term  and  immedite 
relief  needs. 

Mr.  Rollins  was  accompanied 
by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Keys,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ  minister  and 
a  consultant  to  this  project. 

The  pair  traveled  to  the  town  of 
Split  in  Croatia,  where  United 
Methodist  plans  were  welcomed 
by  relief  workers  from  the  Luther¬ 
an  World  Federation  and  officials 
of  the  United  Nations  High  Com¬ 
missioner  for  Refugees. 

Later,  the  UMCOR  represen¬ 
tatives  traveled  into  Neum  on 
the  coast  of  Bosnia,  where  people 
were  coordinating  food  ship¬ 
ments  with  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Witness. 


The  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  on  Refugees  last 
week  said  it  will  assist  the  U.S. 
government  in  processing  Bosnian 
refugees  seeking  asylum  in  this 
country.  Churches  interested  in 
possible  sponsorship  of  these  ref¬ 
ugees  should  call  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  at 
212-870-3806. 

On  Good  Friday,  a  shipment 
of  medicines  valued  at  $1.5  mil¬ 
lion  arrived  from  Hungarian 
Church  Aid.  Transportation  and 
delivery  costs  had  been  provided 
through  $75,000  from  UMCOR. 

The  two  men  also  visited  Skopje, 
Macedonia,  for  the  closing  session 
of  the  United  Methodist  Yugoslavia 
Provisional  Annual  Conference. 

The  annual  conference  was 
presided  over  by  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  Bishop  Henrich  Bolleter  of 
Zurich,  Switzerland.  He  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Rev.  Martin  Hovan 
of  Novi  Sad,  Vojvodina,  district 
superintendent  for  at  least  1,481 
United  Methodists  in  the  entire 
Yugoslavia  region. 

Following  the  meeting,  UMCOR 
officials  discussed  Yugoslavian 
United  Methodists’  programming 
efforts,  which  include  providing 
medical  treatment,  food  and  agri¬ 
cultural  programs. 

“UMCOR  is  sponsoring  several 
community-based  health  clinics  in 
Vojvodina  and  Macedonia.”  said 
Mr.  Rollins.  “An  indigenous  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  physician  has  been 
employed  to  head  this  effort. 

Local  churches  in  the  United 
States  can  participate  in  these 
mission  projects  through  UM¬ 
COR  Advance  No.  333350-1. 


Former  minister 
found  not  guilty 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO— In  a  third- 
floor  courtroom  on  a  street 
named  Dolorosa  (Spanish  for 
“sadness”),  a  jury  of  seven  wom¬ 
en  and  five  men  said  April  16 
they  didn’t  think  the  state  had 
proven  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt  that  former  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  Walker  Railey  had 
tried  to  kill  his  wife,  Margaret, 
better  known  as  Peggy. 

The  not-guilty  verdict  from 
the  jury  of  six  Hispanics  and  six 
Anglos — none  of  them  identi¬ 
fied  as  United  Methodists — 
came  despite  Dr.  Railey’s  testi¬ 
mony  late  in  the  four-week  trial 
that  he  had  lied  to  police  about 
his  whereabouts  on  the  night  of 
the  near-fatal  strangulation  of 
his  wife  in  their  Dallas  home 
April  21,  1987. 

He  also  had  admitted  to  the 
jury  that  at  the  time  of  the  at¬ 
tack  he  was  romantically  in¬ 
volved  with  Lucy  Papillon,  a 
psychologist  from  California. 
Ms.  Papillon’s  father  was  the 
late  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Goodrich. 

Evidence  which  Dallas  Coun¬ 
ty  Assistant  District  Attorney 
Cecil  Emerson  acknowledged 
was  “circumstantial”  attempted 
to  link  Dr.  Railey  with  a  series 
of  threatening  letters  addressed 
to  him  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Dallas.  He  re¬ 
signed  that  pastorate  shortly 
after  the  attack  on  his  wife. 


See  related  commentary 
on  the  Faith  Forum  (Page 
2)  of  this  issue. 


Evidence  given  by  FBI  crime- 
lab  experts  also  attempted  to 
link  him  with  blood  samples 
found  at  the  crime  scene  and 
with  saliva  found  on  envelopes 
which  accompanied  the  threat¬ 
ening  letters.  Their  testimony 
was  often  so  technical  that  it 
was  hard  to  remember  that  guilt 
or  innocence  related  to  a  hu¬ 
man  was  what  was  ultimately 
being  decided. 

Peggy  Railey  remains  in  a 
persistent  vegetative  state  in  a 
nursing  home  in  East  Texas. 

The  two  Railey  children  are  in 
the  legal  custody  of  John  and 
Diane  Yarrington  of  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  Mr.  Yarrington,  former 
minister  of  music  at  the  Dallas 
church,  testified  as  a  prosecution 
witness  against  Dr.  Railey. 

Immediately  after  the  ver¬ 
dict,  Dr.  Railey  told  reporters 
that  he  is  "very  sad  that  Peggy 
is  still  where  she  is.”  He  ex¬ 
pressed  concerns  about  Mrs. 
Railey’s  parents,  Bill  and  Billie 
Jo  Nicolai,  of  Tyler,  Texas,  and 
said  he  was  going  to  Little  Rock 
to  see  his  children. 

M.  Carlinda  Burton  of  United 
Methodist  News  Service  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 
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TARGET  DATE  SET:  June  1  is  the  target 
date  for  finding  a  new  company  to  underwrite  a 
United  Methodist  insurance  program  that  covers 
local-church  property  and  casualty  losses,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  church’s  chief  fiscal  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Atlantic 
Mutual,  carrier  since  the  program’s  1973  incep¬ 
tion,  recently  announced  that  it  will  cease  under¬ 
writing  the  United  Methodist  policies. 

LARGEST  ATTENDANCE?  The  Wood¬ 
lands  (Texas)  United  Methodist  Church  claims 
the  title  of  this  year’s  largest  Easter  attendance: 
8,000  worshipers  in  a  single  service  in  an  out¬ 
door  amphitheater  in  the  Houston  suburb.  A 
spokeswoman  for  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Robb  III,  said  the  3,000-member  congregation 
had  heard  of  other  attendance  tallies  near  their 
mark,  “but  those  were  for  multiple  services.” 
Can  you  top  this? 

CHURCH  EXECUTIVE  DIES:  The 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Van  Loon,  76,  a  staff  member 
of  several  Nashville-based  United  Methodist 
agencies,  died  April  8.  Before  going  to  Nashville 
he  served  as  pastor  of  Methodist  churches  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  Buffalo  and  Rochester, 
N.Y.,  and  as  director  of  student  work  at  United 
Methodist-related  Syracuse  (N-Y.)  University. 
He  was  a  clergy  member  of  the  Western  New 
York  Annual  Conference. 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  DEAF:  The  1993 
United  Methodist  Congress  of  the  Deaf  will  be 
held  July  22-25  in  Baltimore  under  the  theme 
"Love  in  Many  Languages.”  Officials  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  say  the  meeting  will  be  totally  acces¬ 
sible  to  deaf  people  who  use  American  sign 
language,  signed  English  or  speech  reading. 

NO  SWEET  MOVE:  The  Rev.  Leonard  I. 

Sweet  has  decided  against  leaving  the  presiden¬ 
cy  of  United  Methodism’s  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  return  to  the  pas¬ 
torate.  Instead,  Dr.  Sweet  will  become  the  se¬ 
minary’s  chancellor  July  1  as  part  of  a  new 
“team  model  of  leadership.”  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White  (Indiana  Area)  announced  April  15  that 
Dr.  Sweet  had  requested  that  his  appointment 
to  the  4,000-member  St.  Luke’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Indianapolis  (see  UMR,  March 
26)  be  withdrawn.  Joining  United  this  summer 
as  part  of  the  new  leadership  team  will  be  the  new 
provost, Maxine  Clarke  Beach  Qf  Nashville.  She 
has  been  executive  director  of.Scarritt-Bennett 
Center,  a  conference  and  retreat  center  owned 
by  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Division, 
since  the  center  was  established  in  1989. 


1 1,000  UM  bears  headed  for  Russian  kids 


United  Methodist  contributors 
also  were  asked  to  send  $2  per 
toy  to  pay  for  shipping.  So  in 
addition  to  the  toys'  cost, 
contributors  gave  some  $22,000 
in  cash  to  the  project. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Sick  children  in  Russia  are 
about  to  get  an  enormous  “bear 
hug”  from  American  United 
Methodists. 

In  fact,  they’re  about  to  get 
1 1,000  "bear  hugs”! 

That’s  more  than  twice  the 
goal  of  5,000  toy  bears  and  other 
huggable  stuffed  animals  origi¬ 
nally  sought  for  Russian  chil¬ 
dren’s  hospitals  through  a  project 
sponsored  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Rural  Fellowship. 

“This  project  has  been  deeply 
spiritual  as  Christians  all  across 
the  country  have  included  ‘love 
notes’  to  the  children,”  stated  the 
fellowship's  coordinator,  the 
Rev.  Melvin  E.  West  of  Colum¬ 


bia,  Mo.,  in  a  thank-you  letter  to 
contributors. 

“One  boy,  probably  8  or  10 
years  old,  wrote: 

“  ‘You  may  think  us  Americans 
are  mean,  but  once  you  get  to 


know  us  we  are  really  quite  nice. 
And  if  we  could  just  play  together 
we  would  have  such  fun.’  ” 

The  toys  will  be  distributed  by 
church  representatives  to  pediat¬ 
ric  hospitals  in  Russia.  Children 


will  be  allowed  to  take  their  toys 
home  with  them. 

United  Methodist  contributors 
also  were  asked  to  send  $2  per 
toy  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  ship¬ 
ping.  So  in  addition  to  the  cost  of 
the  toys,  contributors  gave  some 
$22,000  in  cash  to  the  project. 

The  toys,  along  with  educa¬ 
tional  toys  and  sewing  items, 
were  scheduled  to  go  to  Russia 
this  month  in  a  shipment  paid  by 
the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief.  The  project  also 
had  the  support  of  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  addition  to  thanking  contrib¬ 
utors,  Mr.  West  thanked  Galina 
Popovici,  a  Russian  professor  of 


physics  visiting  at  the  University 
of  Missouri  in  Columbia. 

Dr.  Popovici  heard  about  the  ' 
project  while  attending  Missouri 
United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
university  campus.  She  helped 
translate  the  notes  accompanying 
the  bears  and  went  with  Mr. 
West  to  explain  the  project  in 
Missouri  churches. 

Mr.  West  commended  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  his  wife,  Barbara,  who 
checked  and  packed  every  one  of 
the  1 1,000  toys.  He  also  thanked 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
for  its  help  in  publicizing  the 
project. 

Then  he  expressed  the  wish  of 
every  “bear-er”: 

“I  wish  we  could  be  in  Russia 
when  the  toys  are  opened.” 


Shepherding  kids  'at  risk' 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn. — Youngsters  at  the  Shepherd's  School  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  pray  before  their  meal.  The 
school  provides  special  help  for  25  children  who  have  been 
identified  as  ‘‘at  risk"  of  failing  in  life.  The  school  teaches 
the  youngsters  self-esteem,  self-discipline,  multicultural  and 
multiracial  respect  and  Christian  discipleship. 
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Who  are  the  singles  in  your  pews? 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 

Single  adults  in  our  churches 
are  not  all  the  same. 

Some  are  old.  Some  are  young. 

Some  are  widowed.  Some  are 
divorced. 

Some  are  parents.  Some  are 
childless. 

Some  will  marry  or  remarry. 
Some  will  never  say  “I  do.” 

Some  proclaim  their  singleness 
at  the  top  of  their  lungs.  Others 
hide  it  like  a  skeleton  in  the  closet. 

What  are  congregations  to  do 
with  this  array  of  solos? 

How  a  congregation  perceives 
singleness  is  vital  to  the  way  it 
treats  its  single-adult  population. 
A  good  place  to  start  is  to  under¬ 
stand  that  singleness  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  bad.  Unfortunately  a 
handful  of  negative  stereotypes 
has  tended  to  dominate  church 
thinking  on  the  issue. 

For  some,  the  only  type  of  sin¬ 
gle  adult  imaginable  is  the  swing¬ 
ing  single.  Famous  for  spending 
every  night  at  a  party,  dating 
constantly  and  not  having  a  seri¬ 
ous  bone  in  his/her  body,  this 
stereotypical  figure  causes  many 
congregat  ions  to  turn  deaf  ears  to 
singles’  concerns. 

The  old  maid  or  “bachelor  for- 


Sheron  C.  Patterson  is  pastor 

Hof  Crest-Moore 
King  United 
Methodist 
Church  in  Dal¬ 
las,  a  former 
Reporter  staff 
writer  and  at, 
advocate  for  singles  ministries. 

First  of  five  parts 

ever”  are  other  negative  images  in 
our  churches.  These  life-long  sin¬ 
gles  are  often  snickered  at  and  pit¬ 
ied  because  they  could  not  find 
anyone  to  marry  them.  Sadly 
some  people  still  believe  that  ev¬ 
eryone  who  is  normal  is  married. 

Confronting  these  and  other  ste¬ 
reotypes  is  a  congregation’s  com¬ 
mitment  if  it  is  to  be  the  family  of 
God.  Yes  there  are  singles  who 
thrive  on  social  outings;  yes  there 
are  singles  who  will  never  many, 
yet  they  deserve  the  outreach  of  the 
church.  Married  or  single,  we  all 
deserve  the  love  and  support  found 
within  the  fellowship  of  believers. 
And,  within  thq, general  fellowship, 
a  specialized  ministry  solely  for  the 
solo  emphasizes  the  acceptance  all 
the  more. 

Ministries  with  singles  gives 


SINGLES 

and  the  church 


What  your  congregation 
can  do! 

a  Ensure  that  singles  are 
included  in  church  leadership 

o  Study  single  adult  lifestyles 
In  the  Bible 

“  Encourage  the  establishment 
of  a  singles  fellowship  or  support 
an  existing  one 

j  Reconsider  the  singles  you  know 
In  a  new  and  positive  light 


the  variety  of  singles  the  ability 
to  accept  themselves  just  as  they 
are.  Singles  ministries  are  not  in¬ 
tended  to  be  dating  services  or 
weekend  parties  but  groups  that 
empower  single  adults  to  find 
ways  to  serve  Christ  through 
their  singleness. 

When  a  congregation  can  leam 
to  look  at  singleness  as  one  way 
God  planned  life  to  be  rather 
than  a  mistake,  the  church  is 
strengthened.  This  type  of  church 
“Will  also  strengthen  the  self  es¬ 
teem  and  faith  of  the  array  of  so¬ 
los  sitting  in  the  pews. 


Challenges  and 
Opportunities  for 
Graduates! 


Higher  Than  the  Top.  Twenty- three  major 
corporate  leaders  and  entrepreneurs  tell  how  their 
lives  and  careers  have  been  influenced  by  their 
faith.  Dimensions  for  Living. 

*170028.  $7.00 

Good-bye  High  School,  Hello  College,  by  William 
H.  Willimcm.  Inspirational,  Bible-based  reflections 
on  the  new  beginnings  awaiting  high  school 
graduates.  Dimensions  for  Living. 

*155274.  $9.00;  6  or  more,  each,  $6.75 
What  About  God?  Now  That  You’re  Off  to 
College  —  A  Prayer  Guide,  by  Helen  R.  Neinast 
and  Thomas  C.  Ettinger.  Weekly  themes  encourage 
graduates  in  the  practice  of  the  spiritual  discipline 
of  prayer  and  reflection.  Upper  Room. 

*613825.  $19.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $14.95 
Can  You  Remember  to  Forget?:  And  32  Other 
Questions  for  Tomorrow’s  Leaders,  by  James  W. 
Moore.  A  treasury  of  spiritual  wisdom  the  graduate 
can  carry  throughout  life!  Abingdon. 

*046289.  $8.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $6.70 


G,  Jute  I  GV"*6 


More  valuable  insights  for  graduates: 

Letters  to  Graduates,  by  Myrm  Reid  Grant.  Contributors: 
Alan  Paton,  Madeleine  L’Engle,  Jacques  Ellul,  and  others. 
Abingdon. 

*2 15633.  $7.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $5.95 

Roots  and  Wings  (Revised),  by  James  W.  Angell.  Abingdon. 
#365821.  $7.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $5.95 

When  You  Graduate  (Revised),  by  Charles  L.  Allen  and 
M ouzon  Biggs.  Abingdon. 

#450438.  Paper,  $7.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $5.95 

You  the  Graduate  (Revised),  by  Harold  J.  Drown. 
Abingdon. 

#46854X.  $7.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $5.95 
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25  years  ago >  a  church  was  born 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

It  was  above  all  else  a  moment  of 
celebration — built  on  high  hope 
and  expectation. 

At  9:49  a.m.,  Tuesday,  April  24, 
1968,  Bishop  Reuben  H.  Mueller  of 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
(EUB)  Church  and  Bishop  Lloyd  C. 
Wicke  of  The  Methodist  Church 
joined  hands  over  symbols  of  faith 
placed  on  a  simple  white  table  in 
Dallas’  Memorial  Auditorium  and 
joined  voices  in  saying:  “Lord  of 
the  Church,  we  are  united  in  thee, 
in  thy  Church  and  now  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.” 

The  10,000  persons  filling  the 
arena,  reported  the  “Daily  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,”  “exclaimed  in  one 
booming  benediction,  ‘Amen.’  ” 

Earlier  in  the  service,  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
bert  C.  Outler,  arguably  Method¬ 
ism’s  ranking  theologian  and 
ecumenist,  had  preached  on  the 
theme  of  “unfinished  business  for 
an  unfinished  church.” 

A  prolonged,  standing  ovation 
greeted  Dr.  Outler’s  sermon  with  its 
assertion  that  “the  aura  of  every  new¬ 
born  thing  is  an  aura  of  hope,  and  so 
it  is  with  us  today  . . .  our  birthday  as 
The  United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  liturgy  spoken  by  the  bish¬ 
ops,  repeated  by  the  1,300  delegates 
to  the  Uniting  Conference  and  fi¬ 
nally  shared  by  the  congregation, 
marked  the  culmination  of  count¬ 
less  hours  of  conversation  and  ne¬ 
gotiation  directed  toward  uniting 
the  two  churches  with  a  common 
historical  and  spiritual  heritage. 

The  united  church  counted  more 
than  1 1  million  members  (10.3  mil¬ 
lion  Methodists  and  746,000  EUBs) 
in  the  United  States  and  another 
half-million  in  other  countries. 

A  commission  of  37  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  two  churches,  supported 
by  more  than  120  others,  had  been 
at  work  for  four  years,  detailing  the 
specific  plan  of  union.  Informal 
conversations  about  possible  union 
dated  back  at  least  1 60  years. 

Knotty  issues  to  be  dealt  with  in¬ 
cluded  elimination  of  The  Methodist 
Church’s  racially  constituted  Central 
Jurisdiction;  election  of  bishops  for 
life  in  the  Methodist  mode  where 
EUBs  had  elected  for  a  specific  term; 
providing  new  national  and  regional 
structures;  resolving  significant  dis¬ 


parities  in  clergy  pension  rates  and 
relating  the  united  church  to  a  world 
struggling  with  race,  armed  conflict 
and  a  myriad  of  other  issues. 

Since  then  the  church  has  seen  its 
membership  drop  by  more  than  2 
million  in  the  United  States,  under¬ 
gone  emotionally  wrenching  debates 
about  homosexuality  and  abortion 
and  endured  shrinking  dollars  for 
denominationwide  programs. 

But  during  those  25  years  The 


United  Methodist  Church  has  also: 

•f  Mounted  a  response  to  urban  ' 
crises; 

S  Increased  emphasis  on  the 
roles  of  women  and  racial  and  eth¬ 
nic  minorities,  including  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  eight  women  bishops  and  19 
ethnic-minority  bishops; 

S  Launched  a  university  in  Africa;  ■ 
f  Developed  a  new  hymnal  and 
worship  book  and  a  new  doctrinal 
statement. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  growing 
700  +  member  Houston  residential  church.  Excel¬ 
lent  adult,  children's  choir  and  handbell  program  in 
place.  Part-time  salary  10-12K-F  negotiable  with 
experience.  Send  resume,  references,  repertoire  list 
of  anthems  and  any  major  works  conducted  to:  The 
Rev.  David  Lanagan,  St.  Marks  United  Methodist 
Church,  600  Pecorc,  Houston,  TX  77009. 

STAFF  POSITION  1600-member  active  church 
is  seeking  energetic  person  for  staff  responsibil¬ 
ities  in  youth  and  program  areas.  Send  resume 
c°ver  letter  to:  Dr.  Gene  Rooney,  First 
UMC,  201  Monroe.  Jefferson  City,  MO  65101. 
(314) 635-6886. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Plano,  Tex¬ 
as,  a  3000-member  church  with  an  active  youth 
program.  Excellent  facilities,  including  gymnasium 
•JTRSP'Y*  congregation.  Salary  compensation 
S24.000  plus  benefits.  College  degnre  preferred  with 
innovative  track  record  in  medium  to  large  congre¬ 
gation.  Position  available  June  15,  1993.  Please  send 
rwume  to:  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  1111 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  to  assume 
leadership  of  existing  middle  school-senior  high 
youth  program  in  a  700-member  PCUSA  church. 
Preferred  qualifications:  a  commitment  to  Christ 
and  a  love  of  kids.  Will  consider  various  levels  of 
education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Youth 
Director  Search  Committee.  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1006,  Longview,  TX  75606. 

DIRECTOR  OF  LAY  MINISTRIES  wanted  for  a 

Committee).  Telephone:  (2 1 4)  423-4506.  ! 

mid-size  United  Methodist  Church.  Prior  experi¬ 
ence  with  United  Methodist  education  program/ 
ministries  desired.  Please  contact:  Rev.  Steve  Camp¬ 
bell,  3402  South  Jackson,  Amarillo,  TX  79109. 

FULL-TIME  LUUCATION/YOUTH  Director. 

850-member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Loyd  A  Cain 
Pastor,  University  United  Methodist  Church  2000 

S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88001 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  will  pri- 

mary  responsibility  for  children  and  adult  programs 
for  suburban  church  with  average  attendance  of  190 
children,  90  youth,  and  240  adults  in  Sunday 
School,  plus  strong  Wednesday  night  program,  Kid’s 
Klub,  childrens  church  and  choir  programs.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Saint  Stephen  UMC,  4600  S.  Western, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  call  (806)  355-7271. 

West  Conference.  Full-time  position  includes  edit¬ 
ing  biweekly  newspaper,  developing  mission  inter¬ 
pretation  resources  (print  and  electronic),  and  public 
relations,  should  have  master’s  degree  in  journalism 
public  relations,  or  related  field,  and/or  divinity  de¬ 
gree.  Inquire  to:  Rev.  Keith  Berry.  1512  Van  BninL 

iS?'  MO  Ml27;  (8‘6’  241-765°.  Wore 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
rapidly  growing  2200-member  baby-boomer  con¬ 
gregation  in  Orlando,  Florida.  Current  Sunday 
School  enrollment  over  600.  Person  must  have 
demonstrated  abilities  in  creative  program  devel¬ 
opment,  supervision  of  extended  educational 
programs,  leader  recruitment  and  training,  and 
skills  for  working  with  persons  of  wide-ranging 
faith  backgrounds.  Send  resume  by  May  1 5  to: 
Search  Committee,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  4851  S. 
Apopka-Vineland  Road,  Orlando,  FL  32819. 

CUNNINGHAM  CHILDREN’S  HOME,  rcsiden- 

tia1  and  community  based  agency,  located  in  central 
Illinois,  serving  youth  6-18  yeaxs  of  age  seeking  to 
fill  position  of  Chaplain.  Two  units  of  supervised 
clinical  pastoral  education  and  experience  with 
youth  and  counseling  preferred.  Send  resume  to’  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director,  P.O.  Box  878,  Urbana,  IL  61801 
(Equal  opportunity  employer)  ' 

WANTED  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  Direc¬ 

tor  of  Youth  add  Young  Adults  for  a  1 100  -member 
congregation.  Experience  desired.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Search  Committee,  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  216,  El  Reno,  OK 

ISLE  OF  HOPE  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 
412  Parkersburg  Road,  Savannah,  GA  31406,  (912) 
355-8527.  Full-time  Organist/Assistant  Director  of 
Music  for  a  rapidly  growing,  1600+  member 
church.  Responsibilities  include:  assist  Director  of 
Music  in  coordinating  multi-faceted  music  program, 
serve  as  organist  for  all  worship  services,  direct 
handbell  program.  Must  possess  excellent  keyboard 
skills.  Salary  negotiable,  benefits  and  nice  house 
available.  Send  resume  to:  Lynn  A  Drake,  Director 
of  Music  by  May  1 5,  1993. 

ASSOCIA  TE  PASTOR,  to  start  about  July  1,  1993, 

with  main  emphasis  to  be  youth  ministry  at  active, 
growing  church  of  600-plus.  Bachelor’s  degree  re¬ 
quired,  with  3  to  5  years  proven  track  record  in 
youth  ministry  programs.  Certification  as  youth 
minister  in  United  Methodist  Church  a  plus.  Send 
resume,  with  compensation  expectations  to:  Terry 
Schick.  Chair,  Staff-Parish  Relations,  Trinity 
Heights  United  Methodist,  3400  N.  4th  St..  Flag¬ 
staff,  AZ  86004.  Applications  accepted  until  May 

20, 1993. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED—  FALL  1993 
possibly  combined  with  pastoral  duties.  Apply: 
Northbrook  UMC,  1190  Western,  Northbrook, 
IL  60062.  (708)  272-2442.  Rehearsal  Wednesday 
evening;  9-1/2  months. 

CHILDREN/YOUTH/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

FULL — TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  in  fastest  growing  county  in  America  1700- 
membership.  First  UMC,  10l  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee,  FL  34741.  Attn:  Rev.  John  G.  Willis, 

Jr.  Deadline  May  1,  1993. 

The  person  would  preferably  be  career  oriented  in 
Christian  Ministry  with  some  church  youth  experi¬ 
ence.  Approximately  twenty  hours  per  week.  Salary 
open.  Reply  by  April  30:  Rev.  Sue  Gibson.  P.O.  Box 
339.  Blanco.  TX  78606.  (210)  833-5030.  833-5198. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries, 
First  UMC,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 
Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer  by  May  1 5th. 

WANTED  RETIRED  CLERGY  with  travel  trailer 

or  motor  home  to  conduct  non-denomination  Sun¬ 
day  worship  services  November  through  March  at 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  EXECUTIVE  Director, 

Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Administrative  Council. 
Send  resume  to:  Bishop  Thomas  B.  Stockton,  P.O. 
Box  1 1 367.  Richmond,  VA  23230.  The  deadline  for 
applications  is  May  15,  1993. 

must  reside  in  park  November  through  March,  be 
available  to  visit  hospitalized  park  residents.  For  ad¬ 
ditional  information:  Mr.  Don  Jewell,  Chairperson 
Church  Committee,  (515)  823-4135,  or  write:  434 
South  2nd  Street,  Greene,  IA  50636. 

APRIL  23, 1993 
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Habitat  housing:  20,000  and  counting 


UNITID  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BV  Alla  SMITH 


AMERICUS,  Ga. — Volunteers  working  on  a  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Habitat  for  Human¬ 
ity  house  at  Americus  pose  with  President  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Carter  and  their  grandson,  Joshua  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story). 


By  ALICE  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

AMERICUS,  Ga.— “Everybody 
involved  here  is  giving  from  the  heart 
because  they  care  about  others.” 

United  Methodist  Betty  Pope  was 
describing  the  20/20,000  building 
project  of  Habitat  for  Humanity,  in 
which  about  700  volunteers  con¬ 
structed  20  houses  recently  in 
Americus. 

They  also  celebrated  a  mile¬ 
stone — the  20,000th  house  of  the 
organization  dedicated  to  eliminat¬ 
ing  poverty  housing  in  the  world. 

Ms.  Pope  and  other  volunteers 
from  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Americus,  worked  on 
house  No.  9,  while,  up  the  street, 
the  staff  and  directors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
were  building  house  No.  5. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  famous 
volunteers  wielding  hammer  and 
nails  were  former  President  Jimmy 
Carter  and  Rosalynn  Carter,  of 
nearby  Plains,  Ga.,  and  actress  Jane 
Fonda,  wife  of  cable-television  mo¬ 
gul  Ted  Turner. 

United  Methodists  have  been 
strong  supporters  of  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity  since  its  inception  in  1976. 

“We  are  one  of  the  major  financial 
contributors  and  its  largest  source  of 
volunteers,”  said  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Reliefs  director,  the 
Rev.  Ken  Lutgen  of  New  York. 

Two  Methodist  houses 

The  scene  gave  testimony  to  his 
statement.  Of  five  houses  sponsored 
by  religious  groups,  the  United 
Methodist  Church — on  the  denomi¬ 
national  or  local  level — was  respon¬ 
sible  for  two. 

Both  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  and  First  Church  pro¬ 
vided  $20,000  for  the  building  of  a 
house  and  furnished  part  of  the  vol¬ 
unteer  labor. 

Other  United  Methodist  contri¬ 
butions  included: 

Tiny  towns' 
youth  choirs 
go  national 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Children  and  youth  from  three 
small  rural  United  Methodist 
churches  on  the  Jasper  Circuit  in 
East  Texas  will  travel  to  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids,  Mich.,  this  summer  to  sing  at  a 

I  churchwide  meeting  of  leaders  in 
worship,  music  and  the  other  arts. 

The  youngsters,  some  not  yet  in 
their  teens,  grabbed  the  attention  of 
clergy  and  laypeople  attending  1992 
Texas  Annual  Conference  sessions. 

Bishop  Ann  Sherer  of  Chesterfield, 
Mo.,  who  was  then  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Nacogdoches  District, 
called  the  40-member  choir  from  the 
small  circuit  a  “sign  of  hope”  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“To  hear  this  choir  is  to  praise 
God,"  she  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service.  “To  share  with  this 
choir  is  to  know  that  youth  ministry 
is  possible  in  every  setting.” 

The  three  predominately  black 
churches  have  a  combined  member¬ 
ship  of  68:  Holmes  Chapel,  12; 
Zion  Hill,  22;  and  Neely  Grove,  32. 

Bishop  Sherer  said  that  when  the 
Rev.  Douglas  Wright  became  pastor 
of  the  circuit,  he  and  his  wife, 
Rosalind,  were  concerned  about  the 
absence  of  children  and  youth. 

“They  knew  young  people  needed 
the  church  and  they  reached  out,” 
she  said. 

Choir  director  is  22-year-old  Boz- 
zie  Larkin  of  Jasper.  Six  young  peo¬ 
ple  accompany  the  choir  with 
piano,  drums  and  guitars. 

After  its  performance  at  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference,  the  choir  re¬ 
ceived  an  invitation  to  sing  at  the 
July  19-24  biennial  convocation  of 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
in  Music,  Worship  and  Other  Arts. 

Several  groups  and  individuals 
are  helping  with  expenses.  The 
choir  also  plans  to  sing  at  United 
Methodist  churches  en  route,  where 
food  and  housing  will  be  provided 
by  members. 

In  addition  to  the  special  perfor¬ 
mance,  choir  members  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  music  workshops  for 
children  and  youth  at  the  convoca¬ 
tion,  billed  as  a  family  affair  with 
activities  for  all  age  groups. 

The  1 ,500-member  fellowship 
has  offices  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville.  Executive  di¬ 
rector  is  David  Bone. 


•f  the  1 8  acres  of  land  on  which 
40  houses  will  eventually  be  built, 
donated  by  Russell  Thomas,  former 
mayor  of  Americus  and  member  of 
First  Church; 

•f  Labor  to  install  duct  work  and 
furnaces  in  the  homes,  donated  by 
Roy  Parker,  also  a  member  of  the 
church  and  owner  of  Parker’s  Heat¬ 
ing  and  Air; 

/  Food  and  housing  for  the  vol¬ 
unteers,  provided,  in  part,  by  other 
United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Americus  District; 

•f  The  Friday  night  closing  cele¬ 


bration,  hosted  by  First  Church, 
which  has  the  largest  church  build¬ 
ing. 

Four  days  work 

Volunteers  from  across  the  coun¬ 
try  descended  on  this  small  town 
(population  17,000  and  home  of 
Habitat’s  international  headquar¬ 
ters)  to  take  part  in  20/20,000.  A 
major  supporter  of  the  project  was 
the  Sumter  County  Initiative,  a 
group  dedicated  to  eliminating  pov¬ 
erty  housing  in  the  county  by  the 
year  2000. 


When  volunteers  and  homeown¬ 
ers  came  the  first  morning,  only  the 
foundations  of  the  20  houses  had 
been  laid. 

Four  days  later,  keys  to  the  com¬ 
pleted  structures  were  presented  to 
20  proud  homeowners  who  would 
never  have  been  able  to  purchase  a 
home  on  their  own. 

“Now  I  know  what  it  means  to 
put  a  roof  over  my  head,”  said  Vivi¬ 
an  Grover,  who  with  her  five  chil¬ 
dren  will  occupy  house  No.  5. 

Ms.  Smith  is  executive  director  of 
the  Georgia  United  Methodist. 


Despite  'smarmy  marketing/ 
'Indecent'  surprisingly  decent 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Hollywood,  in  its  typical  style, 
is  marketing  “Indecent  Propos¬ 
al”  in  a  smarmy,  R-rated  man¬ 
ner.  This  is  a  shame,  since  the 
film  is  not  only  romantic  drama 
but  also  a  serious  study  in  moral 
choices. 

The  plot  is  simple.  The  reces¬ 
sion  has  taken  a  toll  on  the  careers 
of  David  Murphy  (Woody  Harrel- 
son),  a  free-lance  architect,  and  his 
wife  Diana  (Demi  Moore),  who  is 
a  real  estate  agent  in  a  market 
where  no  one  is  buying. 

They  go  to  Las  Vegas  in  a  des¬ 
perate  attempt  to  win  enough 
money  to  prevent  foreclosure  on 
the  dream  house  they  are  building. 

There  they  meet  a  billionaire 
(Robert  Redford)  who  offers  them 
$1  million  for  one  night  with 
Diana.  Will  David  and  Diana 
agree?  What  will  it  do  to  their  rela¬ 
tionship  if  they  do? 

Not  about  personal  'price' 

Contrary  to  what  you  may 
have  heard  other  critics  say 
about  “Indecent  Proposal,”  this 
story  is  about  much  more  than 
simply  whether  or  not  we  all 
have  our  price  and  what  it  might 
take  for  decent  people  to  sell 
themselves. 

Part  of  the  genius  of  “Indecent 
Proposal”  is  the  casting  of  Red- 
ford  as  the  charming,  manipula¬ 
tive  John  Gage.  He  is  attractive 
enough  and  suave  enough  to  rep¬ 
resent  real  temptation. 

Diana’s  infatuation  with  him 
and  David’s  jealousy  are  com¬ 
pletely  credible.  It  was  also  bril¬ 
liant  to  cast  someone  such  as 
Harrelson  as  David.  He  is  a  de¬ 
cent  guy  with  no  aura  of  power 
or  sex-appeal. 

You  know  at  once  that  Diana 
will  be  able  to  resist  Gage  only  if 
she  really  loves  David. 

If  David  and  Diana  were 
above  temptation,  this  might 
have  ended  up  an  uninterest¬ 
ing — and  unrealistic — story. 

This  may  be  a  profoundly  mor¬ 
al  film  precisely  because  it  is  re¬ 
alistic  about  our  moral  flaws. 

Each  of  these  three  characters 
is  likable,  yet  they  all  pay  a  price 
for  their  idolatry  of  power. 

Director  Adrian  Lyne  made 
“Indecent  Proposal”  as  an  R-rat- 


Review 


ed  film,  and  in  some  ways  that’s 
a  pity.  There  are  some  steamy 
love  scenes,  but  they  are  hardly 
pornographic.  All  of  them  cele¬ 
brate  a  married  couple’s  love  for 
each  other,  which  is  rather  nice 
to  see  in  a  major  motion  picture. 

There  is  also  almost  no  vio¬ 
lence  here. 

Unnecessary  use 

This  movie  probably  was  rated 
“R”  because  of  its  vocabulary. 
This  critic  is  no  prude,  but  I 
could  easily  have  done  without 
the  film’s  unnecessary  use  of  lan¬ 
guage  which  demeans  women. 

If  the  script  had  omitted  the  few 
bits  of  bad  language  which  were 
clearly  superfluous,  this  might 


have  ended  up  a  PG-13  movie. 

As  it  is,  this  is  a  good  movie 
for  reasonably  mature  adults.  In 
an  altered  form,  it  might  have 
done  teenagers  a  world  of  good 
to  see  “Indecent  Proposal,”  for  it 
shows  both  how  good  people  can 
be  corrupted  by  filthy  lucre  and 
what  sort  of  sacrifices  we  must 
make  if  we  choose  redemption. 

In  the  end,  this  film  reminds 
us  that  gamblers  are  losers,  that  it 
is  very  difficult  to  separate  our 
souls  from  our  sexuality,  that  we 
pay  a  price  for  putting  a  price  on 
other  people,  and  that  money  ul¬ 
timately  cannot  buy  either  love 
or  security. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Long  Island  and  frequently 
reviews  films  and  television  for 
the  Reporter. 


PHOTO  «V  DAVID  I  AMES 


Robert  Redford  and  Demi  Moore  star  with  Woody  Harrelson 
in  the  film,  'indecent  Proposal/'  In  the  accompanying  review, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Goodhue  says  the  film  is  better  than  its 
"smarmy  marketing"  implies. 


How  must  Christians 
honor  earth's  gifts? 


" Earth  in  the  Balance:  Ecology 
and  the  Human  Spirit"  by  Al  Gore 
(1992  Houghton  Mifflin  Company, 
Boston)  408  pages. 

By  GENE  WILHELM 

Surprisingly,  in  this  period  of 
ecological  awakening,  many  Chris¬ 
tians  are  still  little  concerned  about 
the  threats  to  the  earth  and  its  life- 
support  systems. 

Christians  generally  have  little 
awareness  of  the  larger  consequences 
of  the  destruction  taking  place  in  the 
natural  part  of  the  world. 

Indeed,  if  Christians  were  truly 
moved  by  the  beauty,  splendor,  and 
magnificent  biodiversity  of  God’s 
creation,  they  would  honor  the 
earth  in  a  profound  way  and  stop  its 
destruction  now. 

That  they  have  not  done  so  re¬ 
veals  that  a  disturbance  exists  at  a 
more  basic  level  of  consciousness 
and  on  a  greater  order  of  magnitude 
than  they  dare  admit  to  themselves 
or  even  think  about. 

Questions  for  spirit 

Fortunately,  Al  Gore  in  his  book, 
“Earth  in  the  Balance,”  has  the  for¬ 
titude,  knowledge,  understanding 
and  perseverance  to  tackle  the  over¬ 
riding  issue  of  our  time — the  eco¬ 
logical  crisis — and  to  pose  some 
fundamental  questions  of  who  we 
are,  our  purpose  in  life,  and  our  ca¬ 
pacity  to  direct  the  powerful  inner 
forces  that  have  created  this  crisis. 

These  questions  are  not  for  the 
mind  or  the  body  but  for  the  spirit. 

Mr.  Gore  starts  by  challenging 
those  critics  who  state  that  the  Ju- 
deo-Christian  tradition  chartered 
the  relentless  march  of  civilization 
to  dominate  nature,  beginning  with 
the  creation  story  of  Genesis,  in 
which  humankind  is  granted  “do¬ 
minion”  over  the  earth. 

In  its  basic  form,  the  charge  is  that 
our  tradition  assigns  divine  purpose 
to  our  exercise  of  virtually  complete 
power  to  work  our  will  over  nature. 
Simply  put,  according  to  this  view,  it 
is  “ethical”  to  make  sure  that  when¬ 
ever  nature  gets  in  the  way  of  what 
we  want,  nature  loses. 

Mr.  Gore  clearly  explains  that  in 


the  Judeo-Christian  tradition  the  bib¬ 
lical  concept  of  dominion  is  quite 
different  from  the  concept  of  domi¬ 
nation.  The  difference  is  crucial. 

Specifically,  dominion  implies  a 
duty  of  stewardship  that  requires 
humans  to  “care  for”  the  earth 
event  as  they  “work”  it.  In  recog¬ 
nizing  the  sacredness  of  creation, 
believers  are  called  upon  to  rememi 
ber  that  even  as  they  “till”  the  earth . 
they  must  also  “keep”  it. 

Fundamental  duty 

Mr.  Gore  emphasizes  that  the  duty 
to  care  for  the  earth  is  rooted  in  the 
fundamental  relationship  among 
God,  creation,  and  humankind. 

Dominion  does  not  mean  that  the 
earth  belongs  to  us;  on  the  contrary, 
whatever  is  done  to  the  earth  must 
be  done  with  an  awareness  that  it 
belongs  to  God. 

Then  Mr.  Gore  asks:  “How  can 
one  glorify  the  Creator  while  heaping 
contempt  on  the  creation?  How  can 
one  walk  humbly  with  nature’s  God 
while  wreaking  havoc  on  nature?” 

And  why  haven’t  Judeo-Christian 
leaders  given  their  moral  authority 
to  the  effort  to  rescue  the  earth? 

“Their  failure  to  act  is  especially 
disturbing,”  according  to  Mr.  Gore, 
“because  the  Christian  Scriptures 
carry  such  a  strong  activist  message.” 

Part  of  the  answer  is  that  many  of 
us,  like  the  Parable  of  the  Unfaith¬ 
ful  Servant,  are  asleep. 

Part  of  the  answer  has  been,  until 
now,  the  matter  of  liberal  Christian 
theologians'  priority  interest  with 
the  social  gospel  and  conservative 
Christian  theologians’  priority  in¬ 
terest  with  atheistic  communism. 

This  is  a  powerfully  compelling 
book  that  every  American  Christian 
should  read  for  the  simple  reason 
that  it  makes  human  and  earth  sense. 

It  strives  for  balance  and  harmony 
between  contemplation  and  action, 
individual  concerns  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  community,  love  for  na¬ 
ture  and  love  for  our  civilization. 

Dr.  Wilhelm,  former  United  Na¬ 
tions  ecology  consultant,  is  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Earth  Literacy  Network  in  Slippery 
Rock,  Pa. 


Our  friends  belittled, 
demeaned  my  husband 

Dear  Deborah:  - 


Recently  my  husband  had  an  acci¬ 
dent  and  broke  his  leg.  He  has  been 
in  a  wheelchair  for  about  two  weeks 
now  and  may  need  it  for  six  to  eight 
weeks  more.  I  have  been  really  upset 
by  two  of  our  friends  who  have  both 
patted  him  on  the  head  and  made 
some  belittling  remark. 

I  want  to  tell  them  it  is  demeaning 
to  do  that,  but  my  husband  says  J  am 
making  too  much  of  it.  He  wants  me 
to  keep  quiet.  What  do  you  think? 

Dorina 

Dear  Dorina: 

This  sounds  like  a  situation  where¬ 
in  the  practice  of  forgiveness  will  bene¬ 
fit  both  you  and  your  husband. 

Jesus  knew  and  taught  that  for¬ 
giveness  is  as  necessary  to  the 
abused  as  to  the  abuser.  In  this  way, 
the  hurts  inflicted  upon  us  can  be 
healed  before  they  poison  our  lives. 

I  suggest  that  you  and  your  hus¬ 
band  try  actively  forgiving  your 
friends  for  their  insensitivity.  One 
good  way  would  be  for  you  and  your 
husband  to  pray  together,  asking 
God  to  help  you  forgive  those  who’ve 
hurt  you.  Once  you  do  that,  let  go  of 


Dear 

Deborah 

the  hurt  as  best  you  can. 

However,  now  that  you've  experi¬ 
enced  one  of  the  injustices  committed 
against  people  with  handicapping  con¬ 
ditions,  you  might  put  your  new 
knowledge  to  work  in  God's  service. 

Why  not  visit  the  local  organiza¬ 
tion  that  works  with  people  who  have 
disabilities?  You  might  even  find 
that  you  can  be  an  effective  commu¬ 
nity  representative  to  raise  the  con- 
ciousness  of  people,  including  your 
friends,  whose  outlook  on  those  with 
handicapping  conditions  is  their 
own  handicap. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
" Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O. 
Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Poetic  version  of  psalm 
enlivened  royal  wedding 


The  Lord’s  my  Shepherd,  I’ll  not 

want: 

He  makes  me  down  to  lie 
In  pastures  green:  he  leadeth  me 
The  quiet  waters  by. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  Scottish  Psalter  of  1650  is 
the  source  of  this  anonymous  poetic 
version  of  Psalm  23. 

Making  poetic  verse  out  of  Old 
Testament  prose  psalms  had  begun 
more  than  a  century  earlier  on  the 
European  continent  through  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  John  Calvin. 

James  I,  who  was  already  James 
VI  of  Scotland,  became  king  of  En¬ 
gland  in  1603  and  was  responsible 
for  the  English  translation  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  that  bears  his  name,  published 
in  1611. 

Of  the  poetic  versions  of  the 
psalms  of  David  sung  from  our 
hymnals,  none  is  more  frequently 
used  or  more  dearly  loved  than 
Psalm  23.  And  none  is  a  more  faith¬ 
ful  rendering  of  the  biblical  prose 
form  than  “The  Lord’s  My  Shep¬ 
herd,  I’ll  Not  Want.” 

The  King  James  Version  of 


History 
of  Hymns 

Psalm  23  is  in  six  verses  and  uses 
1 18  words.  The  1650  Scottish  Psal¬ 
ter  version  given  here  is  in  five 
verses  with  114  words.  Nothing  is 
taken  away,  nothing  is  added. 

The  tune  most  frequently  found 
with  this  psalm  version  was  com¬ 
posed  by  Jessie  Seymour  Irvine  in 
1871.  The  tune  is  named  for  the  vil¬ 
lage  C rimond  in  Scotland  where  she 
wrote  the  tune  and  where  her  father 
was  minister  for  30  years. 

This  text  with  this  tune  was  sung 
by  the  congregation  at  the  wedding 
of  Elizabeth  II  and  Prince  Philip,  • 
Duke  of  Edinburgh,  at  Westminster  • 
Abbey  on  Nov.  20,  1947. 

Through  the  media  of  radio  and  : 
press  portraying  this  royal  setting, 
the  world  became  aware  of  a  Scot-  • 
tish  psalm  text  and  a  Scottish  tune. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"At  the  Cross" 
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Center 


P.O.  Box  101  (100  Coast  Guard  Road),  Dulac,  Louisiana  70353 
(504)  563-7483  or  563-4293 


The  Dulac  Community  Center  is  related  to  the  National  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Land  and  Buildings  are  owned  by  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  General  Board  and  are  leased  to  the  Dulac  Community  Center 
Board  of  Directors  to  carry  on  social  service  programs  within  the  com¬ 
munity.  With  limited  financial  resources,  the  Community  Center  at¬ 
tempts  to  meet  the  needs  of  individuals  living  within  an  eight  mile 
radius  of  the  Center. 

The  Dulac  Community  Center  has  the  capability  to  work  with  other 
agencies  and  denominations  in  serving  the  community.  Both  before 
and  following  Hurricane  Andrew,  the  Center’s  activities  and  programs 
included  resources  from  various  denominational  sources,  mainly: 
United  Methodist.  Salvation  Army,  Catholic  Social  Services,  Re¬ 
formed  Church  of  American,  Christian  Reformed  Church,  Presbyteri¬ 
an,  Lutheran,  Church  of  Christ,  Seventh  Day  Adventist,  and  Baptist, 
as  well  as  several  civic  and  organizational  groups. 

Hurricane  Andrew  left  many  Dulac  and  Grand  Caillou  residents 
with  damaged  homes.  With  the  aide  of  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  many  of  the  homes  are  being  repaired.  UM- 
COR  has  given  estimates  that  it  may  take  two  or  three  years  for  the 
homes  to  be  repaired.  Many  of  the  families  have  other  social  service 
needs  other  than  home  repair.  Programs  are  being  planned  or  are  al¬ 
ready  in  existence  which  address  specific  needs  of  inadequate  food, 
shelter,  clothing,  adult  education,  skills  training,  and  economic  devel¬ 
opment. 


Goals  Of  Services  Provided 

1 .  To  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  those  living  in  the  Dulac  Communi¬ 
ty.  To  evaluate  and  assess  the  needs  of  low-to-moderate  income  families 
living  in  the  Dulac  Community. 

2.  To  meet  the  educational,  economic,  and  social  needs  of  the  communi¬ 
ty.  To  assist  in  meeting  the  needs  of  these  families,  by  providing  the  facili¬ 
ties  and  environment  needed  for  change. 

3.  To  develop  community  pride  and  self-reliance.  To  develop  effective 
programs  which  will  facilitate  these  families  through  age-group  activities, 
projects,  and  programs. 

4.  To  prepare  the  people  of  Dulac  to  function  more  effectively  in  the 
mainstream  community.  To  cooperate  and  collaborate  with  other  social 
service  agencies,  schools,  churches,  and  local  governmental  bodies  forming 
coalitions  which  will  work  together  in  programing  in  order  to  meet  the 
needs  assessed. 

5.  To  meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  individuals  by  introducing  them  to  the 
Love,  Forgiveness,  and  Hope  that  is  only  found  in  God.  Spiritual  needs 
will  be  met  through  the  reflections  of  Christ’s  mission  implemented 
through  the  Center  by  means  of  interacting  with  local  congregations  and 
other  churches  that  assist  through  visits,  extended  mission  projects,  tours 
and  other  types  of  support. 


The  Dulac  Community  Center  serves  all  of  the  Dulac  and  Grand  Cail¬ 
lou,  Louisiana  area.  Dulac  is  located  on  the  Bayou  Grand  Caillou  at  the 
southern  end  of  Terrebonne  Parish  at  the  edge  of  the  bayou  marshes.  The 
Dulac  Community  is  both  geographically  and  socially  isolated.  The  near¬ 
est  licensed  day  care  center,  doctor,  dentist,  hospital,  social  service  agen¬ 
cy,  or  shopping  center  are  in  excess  of  16  miles  away. 

There  is  no  public  transit  system  available,  leaving  the  poor,  minor¬ 
ity  population  of  this  section  of  the  parish  without  any  feasible  or  de¬ 
pendable  means  of  transportation  over  these  distances.  Many  living 
within  the  Dulac  area  are  underemployed,  undereducated,  and  live  at 
or  below  poverty  level.  The  emphasis  employed  by  the  Center  is  to  mo¬ 
tivate  children  for  school  readiness  and  then  while  in  school  help  them 
complete  their  education.  The  Center,  through  the  new  programs  being 
planned,  will  become  more  effective  in  reaching  and  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  community. _ 


Mission  Statement 

The  Center’s  mission,  as  defined  by  the  Board  of  Directors  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  19,  1990,  is  “to  organize  and  provide  quality  programs  and  ser¬ 
vices  for  people  of  all  ages  and  races  within  the  Dulac  community.  The 
Center  primarily  emphasizes  educational  and  recreational  programs; 
economic  development;  social  services;  activities  that  develop  commu¬ 
nity  pride,  self  reliance,  and  self-sufficiency;  and  efforts  to  preserve  the 
traditions,  heritage,  and  culture  of  the  Native  Americans  within  the 
Dulac  community,  namely  the  Houmas  Indians.” 


Brief  Synopsis  of  Programs  and  Overall  Goals  for 


Child  Advocacy  Program 

Mary  Bergeron,  who  is  the  Child 
Advocate,  has  developed  several 
mini-programs  to  help  parents  be¬ 
come  better  advocates  for  their  chil¬ 
dren.  The  program  has  also 
included  the  appointment  of  a  Na¬ 
tive  American  as  the  Child  Advo¬ 
cate  Aide  and  is  assisting  her  in 
attending  Nichotls  State  University. 

*  Within  the  Parenting  Education 


nity  Girl’s  Club  has  been  in  exis¬ 
tence  for  many  years  and  has  been 
well  received  by  the  teenage  girls  in 
the  area.  The  overall  goals  of  Girl’s 
Club  are:  1 )  to  help  adolescent  girls 
develop  a  better  sense  of  self-es¬ 
teem,  self-sufficiency,  motivation 
and  leadership,  and  2)  to  give  them 
an  optimistic  view  of  the  future  to 
make  them  aware  of  their  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  themselves  and  to  their 


United  and  the  Center  serves  as  a 
site  distribution  center.  During 
many  weeks  through  the  year,  the 
Food  Bank  services  four  to  six  fam¬ 
ilies  each  week.  Months  following 
Hurricane  Andrew,  the  Food  Bank 
is  totally  void  of  many  staple  food 
items,  such  as  flour,  sugar,  rice, 
cooking  oil  and  other  items  needed 
on  a  daily  basis.  The  Food  Bank 
serves  families  covering  a  radius  of 


through  the  Center  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  from  numerous  gifts  and  do¬ 
nations  from  churches,  civic 
groups,  and  individuals.  Shoe  cou¬ 
pons  were  acquired  through  monies 
given  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women.  These 
coupons  were  used  to  supplement 
the  gifts  program.  Even  after  all  the 
gifts  and  coupons  were  given  out 
still  many  went  without  gifts. 


Enrichment  Program  are;  1)  to  pro¬ 
vide  child  care  experiences  for  the 
children  in  K-8th  grades,  2)  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  wholesome  and  fun  filled 
educational  summer  continuance, 
and  3)  to  provide  a  summer  recre¬ 
ational  experience. 

Head  Start  Program 
The  Head  Start  Program  began 
October  1991  through  the  coopera- 


Each 

hood  Development  Program  has  be¬ 
gun  with  limited  finances.  The 
overall  goals  for  the  Day  Care  and 
Early  Childhood  Development  Pro¬ 
gram  are:  1 )  to  have  a  wholesome 
place  for  parents  to  leave  their  chil¬ 
dren  while  they  are  either  taking 
classes,  training  for  a  career,  or  be¬ 
ginning  new  jobs  and  2)  to  assist  in 
preparation  of  disadvantaged  and 
low-income  children  for  school 


Day  care  activity 


1992  Children's  Summer  Activities 


Summer  interns  along  marsh  in  Bayou  DuLarge 


Classes,  topics  are  addressed  at 
meetings  in  homes  within  the  com¬ 
munity. 

*  Within  Parents  As  Teachers, 
support  is  offered  to  parents  in  their 
roles  as  their  child’s  first  teacher. 
Parents  are  taught  to  recognize  the 
various  stages  of  development  and 
ways  to  interact  with  their  children 
to  enhance  their  development. 

The  Community  Girls'  Club 

*  The  Community  Girls’  Club  has 
taken  part  in  several  community 
projects  at  the  Center.  The  Commu- 


SENIOR  ADULT  PROGRAM. 
The  overall  goals  for  the  Senior 
Adult  Program  are:  1 )  to  assist 
the  elderly  in  food  preparation 
and  in  emergency  assistance, 
2)  to  have  an  outlet  for  fellow¬ 
ship  and  companionship,  3)  to 
provide  exercise  and  recreation¬ 
al  experiences,  and  4)  to  direct 
the  elderly  to  needed  services 
available  to  them  through  other 
agencies. 

Additional  programs  are  being 
considered  at  this  time  to  begin 
the  near  future,  such  as:  a  Case 
Management  Program,  Home 
Repair  and  Weatherization,  Arts 
and  Crafts  Programs,  Economic 
Development  Programs,  and  so 
on. 

Dulac  continues  as  a  National 
and  Conference  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial.  Your  support  is  needed 
more  than  ever  to  secure  the 
funding  to  do  quality  program- 


community  in  order  to  fit  into 
mainstream  of  life.  During  1993, 
direct  gifts  and  fund  raising  projects 
are  being  carried  out  by  the  Girls’ 
Club  in  order  to  maintain  the  pro¬ 
gram  costs. 

The  Emergency  Food  Bank 
The  Emergency  Food  Bank  has 
for  its  overall  goal  —  to  provide  ba¬ 
sic  foods  for  a  family  in  the  case  of 
an  emergency,  loss  of  wages,  or  the 
lapse  in  time  for  food  stamps.  The 
bulk  of  the  food  is  provided 
through  Terrebonne  Churches 


ming.  Thank  you  for  your  con¬ 
tinued  prayers  and  support. 
ADULT  EDUCATION  PRO¬ 
GRAM.  The  overall  goal  for  the 
Adult  Education  Program  is  to 
meet  the  educational  needs  of 
the  young  as  well  as  older  adults 
within  our  community.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  include:  basic  literacy 
classes,  developmental  skills 
classes,  classes  leading  toward  a 
GED  diploma,  and  classes  in  ca¬ 
reer  training. 

CHILDREN’S  AFTER 
SCHOOL  ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM.  The  overall  goals 
for  the  After  School  Enrichment 
Program  are:  1)  to  assist  chil¬ 
dren  to  have  a  good  experience 
in  tutoring,  homework  assis¬ 
tance,  and  recreation,  2)  to  assist 
adult  and  youth  tutors  in  a 
learning  experience,  and  3)  to 
give  children  hands  on  experi¬ 
ence  with  computers  and  a  sense 
of  accomplishment. 


about  eight  miles. 

The  Christmas  Gifts  Program 
During  the  Christmas  Gifts  Pro¬ 
gram,  over  500  children  and  adults 
were  given  gifts,  clothing,  and  toys, 


Super  Summer  Children's 
Program 

The  Super  Summer  Children’s 
Program  served  142  children  and 
volunteers  in  1992.  The  overall 
goals  for  the  Super  Summer  1993 


five  effort  with  LaFourche  City/ 
Parish  Government.  The  overall 
goal  for  the  Head  Start  Program  is 
to  provide  the  needed  assistance  for 
Native  American  and  disadvan¬ 
taged  four  year  olds  in  preparation 
for  readiness  in  school.  For  the 
most  part,  this  will  be  the  first  orga¬ 
nized  instruction  for  these  children. 
The  program  began  serving  20  four- 
year-old  children.  The  program  has 
struggled  due  to  the  lack  of  trans¬ 
portation.  The  Center  has  leased  a 
mini-bus  and  is  maintaining  20 
children  on  a  daily  basis. 

Day  Care  And  Early 
Childhood  Development 
Program 

The  Day  Care  and  Early  Child¬ 


readiness. 

RECREATION  PROGRAM. 
The  overall  goals  for  the  Recreation 
Program  are:  1  j  to  provide  a  full 
range  of  recreational  experiences 
for  the  whole  family,  2)  to  assist 
children  and  youth  in  the  assimila¬ 
tion  toward  mainstream  extracur¬ 
ricular  activities,  and  3)  to  set  forth 
a  spirit  of  cooperation. 

MEETSE  —  YOUTH  ENRICH¬ 
MENT  PROGRAM.  The  overall 
goals  for  the  program  are:  1)  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  wide  range  of  experiences  for 
youth  in:  tutoring,  recreation,  field 
trips,  special  events,  inspiring  top¬ 
ics,  and  key  note  speakers  from  the 
area  and  2)  to  enable,  empower, 
and  inspire  young  people  toward 
self-improvement  and  self-determi¬ 
nation. 


I  Want  To  Make  An  Impact! 

Please  mail  to:  DULAC  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

P.  O.  Box  101  (100  Coast  Guard  Road),  Dulac,  Louisiana  70353 
(504)  563-7483  or  563-4293 


Name  _ Telephone _ 

Address _ 

City  _  State _ Zip _ 

Enclosed  is  my  donation  for: 

PROGRAM  NEEDS . . . $. 


i  Child  Advocacy  Program  $ _ 

;  Community  Girl’s  Club  $ _ 

1  Emergency  Food  Bank  $ _ 

|  Day  Care  Program  $ - 

|  Head  Start  Program  S - 

j  Super  Summer  Enrichment  $ _ 

|  Project  Grow  $ _ 

|  MEETSE  —  Youth  Enrichment  $ _ 

I  Christmas  Gifts  Program  $ _ 

I  STAFF  DEVELOPMENT . $ _ 

Salary  Assistance  $ Position  . 

Staff  Expansion  $ Program . 

Staff  Benefits/Bonus  $ _ 

!  (Insurance,  Day  Care  Assistance,  etc.) 

BUILDING  and  RENOVATION  . $ _ 

Renovate  Old  Flooded  Building  $ _ 

Renovate  Staff  &  Volunteer  Housing  $ _ 

Purchase  Equipment  and  Furnishings  $ _ 

TRANSPORTATION . $ _ 

Purchase  of  Vehicles,  Vans,  and  Bus  $ _ 

MEMORIAL  GIFT  (In  Memory  Of: _ )  . $ _ 

HONORARIUM  GIFT  (In  Honor  Of: _ ) . $ _ 

|  SPECIAL  GIFTS  CLUB . $ _ 

|  SUSTAINED  GIVING  (Please  indicate  by  marking) . $ _ 

□  Monthly  □  Quarterly  □  Annually 

I  ENDOWMENT  FUND  The  Gift  That  Keeps  On  Giving  $ _ 

I  TOTAL . $ _ 

|  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  IMPACT! 

I - J 


Wish  List 

Televisions 

Small  Car 

Crib  Blankets  and  Sheets 

VCR  and  Tapes 

Soft  Drink  Machine 

Garden  Equipment 

Home  Furniture 

Folding  Chairs  and  Tables 

Recreational  Equipment 

Interior  and  Exterior  Paint 

Small  Microwave  Oven 

Kitchen  Equipment 

Cooking  Utensils 

Pickup  Truck 

Ice  Machine 

Room  Size  Rugs 

Building  Materials 

Hand  Power  Tools 

A  more  thorough  list  can  be  obtained  by  request.  Items  can  be  do¬ 
nated  and  be  delivered  to  the  Center.  It  may  be  more  practical  for 
some  to  send  a  check  designating  which  items  you  prefer.  A  thought  to 
remember:  Items  that  you  have  not  used  for  months  or  years  may  be 
able  to  be  used  by  others  tomorrow. 

The  following  programs  will  be  placed 
into  action  as  funds  come  available . 
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Conference  Center  Campaign  moves  toward  goal  as  local  churches  begin  drives 


The 

Centering 

Moment 


Howard  Thurman  was  a  great  preacher  and 
writer.  He  was  dean  of  the  chapel  during  my 
graduate  study  at  Boston  University  School  of 
Bishop  William  Oden  Theology.  One  of  his  most  popular  books  was 
entitled  The  Centering  Moment.  He  said  that  in  the  life  of  persons  — 
and  I  would  add  institutions  —  there  are  moments  that  center  us,  that 
call  forth  a  response  that  defines  and  strengthens  us. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  in  such  a  moment  as  it  moves 
toward  making  the  Conference  Center  a  reality.  I  have  been  in  each 
district  several  times  the  last  few  months  and  have  participated  in  cler¬ 
gy  meetings,  district  rallies,  challenge  gift  luncheons  and  breakfasts.  I 
have  visited  with  many  lay  persons  as  well  as  most  of  the  clergy.  The 
response  has  been  overwhelmingly  positive. 

The  campaign  began  with  four  goals: 
t  To  make  the  campaign  a  spiritual  experience, 
t  To  tell  the  story  to  every  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 
t  To  raise  $6,000,000,  and 
t  To  have  fun. 

As  we  move  into  the  local  church  phase,  I  believe  we  are  moving  to¬ 
ward  all  four  goals,  and  that  is  exciting.  Spiritual  renewal  is  taking 
place.  The  story  is  being  told  and  the  monetary  goal  is  on  track,  thanks 
to  dedicated  laity  and  clergy. 

The  campaign  is  even  becoming  fun.  Yes,  fun!  My  three-year-old 
granddaughter  will  be  recipient  of  a  non-bucking  stick  horse  named 
“Preacher”  presented  to  me  at  the  Ruston  District  Rally.  Some  people 
have  been  asking  me  why  I  named  the  horse  I  .r  tvn 

rode  at  the  Round-up  “P.P.R.”  It’s  because  if  uQ<x 

you  don’t  feed  P.P.R.  regularly  with  good  ser-  ^ 

mons,  he  bucks  on  you!  ^ 


Our  Conference  Center  journey  is  a  center¬ 
ing  time  in  our  Conference.  It  is  defining^  us  as 
visionary  and  generous  plus  it  is  strengthening 
our  faith. 


Louisiana 
Conference 
Cv  Center  _  >£ 
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Put  concerns 
in  Petitions 
to  Conference 

Do  you  have  a  concern  about 
what  our  church  does  and  how  it 
does  it? 

Since  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  based  on  democratic 
principles,  you  may  work  for 
change  through  the  legislative  pro¬ 
cess  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

Any  lay  member,  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  or  organization  (church  commis¬ 
sion  or  committee)  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  may  petition 
the  Conference  session,  the  Rev. 
Larry  D.  Norman,  chair,  Confer¬ 
ence  Commission  on  Petitions, 
said. 

Every  petition  will  be  assigned  to 
a  board,  committee  or  commission 
for  consideration. 

Each  member  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  will  receive  a  sheet  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  a  form  for  petitions 
with  their  Pre-Conference  Report. 

The  form  must  be  sent  in  no  later 
than  May  28. 

“Petitions  that  are  thoughtfully 
and  carefully  written  receive  closer 
attention,”  Norman  mentioned. 
“They  are  easier  to  work  with  and 
to  read.” 


Mike  Calhoun,  ABOVE,  por¬ 
trayed  Jesus  and  the  Rev.  Terry 
C.  Willis,  pastor,  was  Peter  in  an 
Easter  pageant  at  First  UMC, 
Homer.  About  80  members  of 
that  church  and  Wesley  Chapel 
depicted  the  life  of  Jesus  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  Peter.  The 
event  was  so  well  attended  by 
community  residents  that  the 
churches  plan  to  repeat  it  next 
year. 
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May  Conference  calendar 

1  Conference  Transitional  Seminar,  First  UMC,  Pineville, 

9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

Conference  Center  Campaign  Sunday 
Annual  Clergy  Women’s  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
Children’s  Homes’  Offering 

North  Shore  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  UMC, 
Hammond,  7  p.m. 

Cabinet  Meeting 

Ruston  District,  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  UMC, 
Arcadia,  2  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event, 

Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  3  p.m. 

Monroe  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  Delhi  UMC, 

3:30  p.m. 

New  Orleans  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  10  a.m. 

Acadiana  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  Franklin  UMC, 
3  p.m. 

Alexandria  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  7  p.m. 

Shreveport  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  FUMC, 
Bossier  City,  7  p.m. 

Lake  Charles  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Event, 

Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur,  3  p.m. 


Bishop  William  Oden  made  a  dramatic  entrance  as  he  rode  a  horse 
into  the  Rapides  Parish  Coliseum  at  the  Round-Up  that  officially 
kicked-off  the  Conference  Center  campaign  last  month.  “To  have 
fun"  is  one  of  the  goals  of  the  campaign.  Those  attending  remem¬ 
ber  the  fun  at  that  United  Methodist-style  Round-Up. 

Welcome!  300  new  subscribers 
to  the  Conference  newspaper 

To  others:  Hope  you  have  enjoyed  recent  editions 


This  is  the  last  issue  for  many 
of  you  local  church  leaders  who 
have  been  receiving  complimen¬ 
tary  copies  of  the  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  the  Conference 
newspaper.  In  addition  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  news,  photos  and  features 
about  our  600  local  churches  and 
Conference  events,  you’ve  also 
been  informed  about  national 
and  international  religious  hap¬ 
penings  and  issues  on  the  inside 
pages. 

United  Methodists  around  the 
state  who  want  to  stay  informed 
about  the  church  and  its  actions 
at  all  levels,  subscribe  to  the  pa¬ 
per.  Louisiana’s  Conference  sub¬ 
scriptions  are  the  sixth  highest  in 
the  entire  nation!  Many  people 
tell  us  they  rely  on  our  newspaper 
to  keep  them  informed. 


You,  too,  can  have  this  widely- 
read  paper  mailed  to  you  weekly 
for  only  $  1 2  a  year.  A  subscript— 
tion  card  is  enclosed  in  the  pa¬ 
pers  of  persons  who,  for  a  few 
weeks,  received  free  copies. 

Over  300  NEW  subscribers 
from  Louisiana  parishes  have  al¬ 
ready  filled  out  the  cards  and 
sent  in  their  checks  during  the 
last  two  months!  Others  have  re¬ 
newed.  Won’t  you  join  them? 

Make  $12  checks  payable  to 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 
Mail  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Send  church  news  and  photos 
to  Dotty  Bagbey,  %  Louisiana 
United  Methodist,  at  the  same 
address. 


Centenary  room  reservations  due 


Coming  Up:  Annual  Conference 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
1993  is  scheduled  June  7-10  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  in  Shreveport,  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway,  Conference  secre¬ 
tary,  reports. 

Lay  members  and  all  clergy  will 
participate.  All  other  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  invited  to  attend  any  or 
all  of  the  sessions  and  services  of 
the  Annual  Conference. 

Conference  members,  lay  and 
clergy  and  spouses  who  plan  to  stay 
in  Centenary  College  residence  halls 
should  make  reservations  immedi¬ 
ately. 

“This  year  we  are  again  asking  all 
delegates  to  use  the  advance  pay¬ 
ment/reserved  room  plan,”  Joy  Jef¬ 
fers,  assistant  dean  of  students, 
said.  The  rate  is  $12  per  person  per 
night.  A  couple  spending  three 


nights  would  send  a  check  for  $72. 
A  receipt  will  be  sent  in  the  form  of 
a  guaranteed  room  assignment. 

“When  you  arrive  on  campus,” 
Jeffers  said,  “show  your  receipt  to 
the  resident  director  and  move  into 
your  room.  You  will  identify  your 
room  by  the  name  card  on  the 
door.” 

Checks  payable  to  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  are  mailed  to:  Assistant  Dean 
of  Students,  Centenary  College, 
P.O.  Box  41188,  Shreveport,  LA 
71  134-1  188.  Include  address, 
phone  number  and  smoking  or  non¬ 
smoking  room  choice. 

“  Late  registrants  are  charged  the 
same  fees  but  rooms  are  assigned  on 
a  first  come,  first  served  basis,  so 
please  do  not  delay  sending  in  re¬ 
quests,”  Jeffers  added. 


Officially  into  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Center  campaign  one  and 
one-half  months,  the  monetary  goal 
of  $6,000,000  is  over  one-third  real¬ 
ized.  Ever  since  Bishop  Oden  rode  a 
horse  into  the  Rapides  Parish  Coli¬ 
seum  on  Round-Up  Day,  the  cam¬ 
paign  has  been  galloping  along  at  a 
rapid  pace. 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  got  the  campaign  off  to  a 
solid  start  with  the  initial  gift  of  one 
million  dollars.  Dr.  Tom  Matheny, 
Conference  Center  president,  said. 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  the  foundation’s 
executive  director,  explained  that 
the  foundation’s  gift  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  earnings  from  the  Jesse  B. 
Stafford  Charitable  Trust. 

An  anonymous  donation  of  a  half 
million  dollars  by  a  North  Shore 
District  member  moved  the  total 
amount  up  dramatically  and  other 
large  contributions  have  also  added 
to  the  enthusiasm.  Dr.  Harvey  Wil¬ 
liamson,  campaign  director,  men¬ 
tioned. 

Other  Gifts  Expected 

Since  the  campaign  is  currently  in 
the  Patrons’  Gifts  Phase,  officials 
expect  to  receive  other  large  memo¬ 
rials  and  gifts. 


Campaign  pledge  cards  were  first 
signed  by  the  bishop,  the  larger 
Cabinet  and  other  clergy  and  laity 
leaders  of  the  campaign  who  made 
monetary  commitments. 

The  Benefactor  Phase  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  scheduled  to  begin  Friday, 
May  7,  will  give  individuals  in  the 
local  churches  opportunities  to  re¬ 
spond. 

They  will  be  challenged  to  give 
over  a  four-year  period,  “as  God  has 
blessed  them." 

Dedication  Ceremonies 

On  Sunday,  May  2,  many 
churches  will  have  dedication  cere¬ 
monies  for  their  campaign  leaders. 
Preachers  will  be  asked  to  speak 
about  stewardship  and  to  focus  on 
the  Conference  Center  and  what  it 
will  mean  to  individuals,  families 
and  churches. 

Resource  material  has  been  sent 
to  every  local  church  for  use  in  the 
campaign.  Included  are  brochures, 
pledge  cards,  publicity  resource 
packets.  Plan  of  Campaign  Bro¬ 
chure  and  prayer  cards. 

The  future  of  the  Center  is  in  the 
hands  of  our  local  churches  and  the 
members.  Therefore,  the  future 
looks  bright. 


Biblical  and  Methodist  historical 

Dolls  exhibited  on  Heritage  Sunday 


Rusty  Hopkins  is  pictured  here  with  Biblical  dolls  she  exhibited  at 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on  Heritage  Sunday,  April  25.  The 
Bible  women  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Esther,  Ruth,  Mary  Magdalene,  Re- 
bekah  and  Martha.  Hopkins  made  the  dolls  of  porcelain,  painted 
their  facial  features  on,  designed  and  made  their  authentic  cos¬ 
tumes  of  fabrics  that  might  have  been  worn. 


Around  the  Conference 


A  fund-raiser  by  the  youth  of  As- 
bury  UMC,  Bossier  City  was  a  Pota¬ 
to  Bar  on  a  recent  Sunday  at  noon. 
After  services  they  served  baked  po¬ 
tatoes  “with  all  the  trimmings,” 
desserts  and  beverages.  Cash  dona¬ 
tions  went  to  the  Youth  Summer 
Mission  Fund  and  the  Parking  Lot 
Fund. 

Up  With  Kids  Choir  will  enter¬ 
tain  at  the  Asbury  UMW  “Spring 
Fling"  May  1.  Regina  Wren  of 
Neighborhood  Ministries  will  speak 
and  display  crafts. 


The  27th  Annual  Tom  Peyton 
Memorial  Arts  Festival  sponsored 


by  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  will  be¬ 
gin  Friday,  April  23,  Susan  Peyton, 
coordinator,  reports.  Special  artistic 
events  and  exhibits  are  planned 
through  May  2. 

The  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne,  of 

Alamo  Heights  UMC,  San  Antonio, 
will  be  presented  in  a  family  concert 
on  the  waterfront  Friday,  April  30, 
at  3  p.m.;  at  Children’s  Day  May  1 
in  the  church  courtyard  and  at  wor¬ 
ship  services  in  the  church  May  2. 
His  performance  includes  guitar, 
creative  drama,  humor  and  story¬ 
telling. 

The  festival  is  in  memory  of  the 
Rev.  Tom  Peyton  III,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  from  1971-76. 


These  Wesley  dolls  were  created 
by  Rusty  Hopkins.  John  Wesley 
prepares  to  travel  to  a  revival 
meeting  while  his  brother, 
Charles,  selects  music  from  the 
many  hymns  he  wrote. 


Bishop  Marjorie  Swank  Mat¬ 
thews  in  1980  became  the  first 
woman  bishop  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  at  the 
time  was  the  only  bishop  in  a 
major  Christian  church  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  From  Michigan,  she  was 
bishop  of  the  Wisconsin  Area. 
She  died  in  1986.  A  doll  depicts 
Bishop  Matthews  with  her  cro¬ 
sier  and  a  pulpit. 


In  memoriam 


Dr.  Dana  Dawson  Jr.,  76,  retired 
Louisiana  Conference  clergy,  died 
April  1 8.  Funeral  services  were  held 
April  20  in  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  where  he  was  pastor  from 
1955  to  1974.  He  was  minister  of 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  from 
1946  to  1955  and  prior  to  that  was 
pastor  of  Eighth  Street  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Howe  Dawson  of  Baton 


Rouge  and  daughters  Linda  Banas 
and  Liz  Dover. 

*  *  • 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  MacDonald, 
65,  pastor  of  Gibsland-Oak  Grove 
United  Methodist  Charge,  died 
April  18.  Funeral  services  were  held 
April  2 1  in  Gibsland  UMC: 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Janice 
Kaye  MacDonald  of  Gibsland,  and 
children,  Stacie  Lynne,  Heather 
Leigh  and  James  David. 


Faith  forum 


APRIL  30,  1993 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Redeeming  meaning  from  cult  tragedy 


What  meaning,  if  any,  can  Chris- 

tians  wrest  from  the  deaths  of  some  EditOficll  AllcllySiS 


80  Branch  Davidian  cult  members? 
(See  related  stories  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

Two  overarching  but  paradoxi¬ 
cal  images  emerge. 

Image  1:  “Out  of  control.” 

Image  2:  “Redemption.” 

"Out  of  control.” 

As  if  mesmerized  by  the  unex¬ 
pected  turn  of  events,  media  ob¬ 
servers  repeatedly  resorted  to 
these  and  similar  words  as  the  51- 
day  crisis  ended  in  flames: 

■  The  inferno  that  destroyed  the 
cult’s  compound  with  breathtaking 
speed  raged  "out  of  control.” 

■  Federal  law  enforcement 
agents,  frustrated  in  their  efforts 
to  end  the  crisis  without  further 
loss  of  life,  “lost  control.” 

■  Cult  leader  David  Koresh, 


while  depicted  as  being  “in  control” 
of  events,  was  frequently  said  to  be 
“out  of  control”  of  both  mind  and 
emotions,  a  deranged  victim  of  his 
own  messianic  delusions  which  his 
followers  had  accepted. 

■  Finally,  anyone  viewing  tele¬ 
vised  scenes  of  blazing  buildings 
with  children  and  adults  perishing 
inside  could  scarcely  avoid  feeling 
the  agony  of  uncontrollable  and 
apparently  demonic  forces  un¬ 
leashed  before  their  eyes. 

In  short,  the  Branch  Davidians’ 
cancer-like  demise  resurrected  one 
of  life’s  most  haunting  questions 
for  people  of  faith: 

“Why  does  a  good  God  permit 
evil?” 

The  question  takes  on  added 
poignancy  when  weighed  against 
the  unmerited  suffering  of  inno¬ 
cent  people,  as  in  Waco. 

The  question  is  also  one  that 
Christians,  if  we  are  to  be  credible 
witnesses  to  God’s  love,  dare  not 
duck.  Historically,  in  response  to 
that  question,  our  spiritual  fore¬ 
bears  have  invoked  the  second  im¬ 
age  that  the  Branch  Davidian 
tragedy  paradoxically  revives: 

“Redemption.” 

That’s  the  belief,  rooted  in  con¬ 
crete  experience,  that  God  doesn’t 
will  evil  but  uses  human  life  to 
transform  evil's  reality  into  good. 


Horrifying  as  the  soul-shaking 
events  in  Waco  were,  we  believe 
the  following  are  among  ways  in 
which  we,  with  God’s  help,  can  be¬ 
gin  to  redeem  them. 

■  We  must  become  more  knowl¬ 
edgeable  about  the  nature  of  cults. 

For  example,  federal  officials 
who  negotiated  with  the  Branch 
Davidians  showed  scant  under¬ 
standing  of  religious  symbols  used 
by  cult  members  and  the  potency 
of  those  symbols  in  communicat¬ 
ing  powerful  beliefs.  The  latter  in¬ 
cluded  an  apocalyptic  expectation 
of  sacrificing  one’s  life  in  armed 
combat.  Use  of  military-like  force, 
far  from  destroying  such  expecta¬ 
tion,  almost  surely  increased  it. 

According  to  the  Chicago-based 
Cult  Awareness  Network,  some 
2,500  cults  exist  in  the  U.S.  alone. 
Others  have  also  ended  in  vio¬ 
lence.  Before  another  Waco-like 
tragedy  occurs,  we  should  encour¬ 
age  more  in-depth  research  into 
the  complex  dynamics  of  cult  be¬ 
havior,  including  the  use  of  reli¬ 
gious  symbols.  One  lesson  is  that 
religious  symbols  in  the  hands  of  a 
“traditional  Christian,”  possibly 
including  federal  officials  or  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  crisis-negotiating  team, 
may  mean  one  thing  and  may  take 
on  an  entirely  different  meaning 
to  a  David  Koresh. 

■  We  must  emphasize  the  urgency 


of  accountability  among  believers. 

Scarcely  anyone,  even  locally, 
knew  the  Branch  Davidians.  They 
lived  and  practiced  their  distorted 
understanding  of  the  Bible  in  iso¬ 
lation.  In  short,  their  example  pro- 
vides  a  compelling  case  for 
refuting  the  widespread  attitude 
that  “religion  is  a  private  matter.” 

Healthy,  fulfilling  and  socially 
beneficial  religious  experience  re¬ 
quires  the  checks  and  balances  of 
dialogue  and  interaction  with  oth¬ 
ers,  including  “the  outside  world.” 
Far  from  resenting  accountability 
in  our  communities  of  faith,  we 
should  embrace  it  as  an  effective 
means  of  discerning  and  correct¬ 
ing  misperceptions  of  God’s  will. 

■  We  should  prayerfully  confront 
"out  of  control”  parts  of  ourselves. 

Even  mature  Christians  can  har¬ 
bor  “unconverted”  qualities,  that  is, 
areas  of  life  not  yet  “in  control”  of 
God.  The  Bible  identifies  signs  of 
such  areas:  jealousy,  idolatry,  anger, 
envy  and  so  on  (Galatians  5:19,  20). 
It  also  provides  clues  to  life  “under 
control”  of  Christ’s  spirit:  love,  joy 
and  peace  and,  significantly,  self- 
control  (Galatians  5:22). 

Finally,  as  the  Branch  Davidian 
catastrophe  reminds  us,  one  other 
ages-old  lesson  from  Scripture  re¬ 
mains  as  valid  today  as  it  was  when 
Jesus  taught  it  2,000  years  ago:  “Be¬ 
ware  of  false  prophets  ...  by  their 
fruits  you  will  know  them  . . .  Every 
tree  that  does  not  bear  good  fruit 
will  be  cut  down  and  thrown  into 
the  fire”  (Matthew  7:15-19). 


I  escaped  the  cult 
of  fundamentalism 


I  think  Sunday  school  curriculum  falls  short 


Regarding  the  story  on  the  plum¬ 
met  of  Sunday  school  curriculum 
sales  (see  UMR,  March  12),  here 
are  my  thoughts. 

I  have  taught  United  Methodist 
Sunday  School  for  1 5  years  from  pre¬ 
school  through  retirement  age.  For 
the  past  five  years  I’ve  taught  the 
class  no  one  ever  wants:  teen-agers. 

Every  year  I  ask  the  youths: 
"What  do  you  need  from  Sunday 
school?”  Their  answers: 

/  “Who  is  Jesus  Christ  and  why 
should  I  care?” 

•f  “What  makes  the  Bible  special 
and  why  should  I  believe  it?” 

•/  “What  does  Christianity  say 
about  the  worries,  concerns  and  as¬ 
pirations  of  teen-agers  to  have  a 
spiritual  life?” 

The  kids  are  very  sophisticated  in 
some  ways  and  naive  in  others.  Ei¬ 
ther  the  authors  of  the  curricula  are 
cocooned  away  from  the  burdens  of 
the  secular  world  or  believe  our 
youth  to  be. 

Also  curriculum  writers  presume 
a  high  degree  of  biblical  literacy  and 
doctrinal  knowledge  our  youngsters 
don’t  possess. 

When  kids  only  go  to  church  with 
one  custodial  parent  that’s  half  the 
attendance  of  a  2-parent  churched 
family.  Or  maybe  they  never  came  to 
church  until  they  were  old  enough  to 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


really  frighten  their  parents. 

These  realities  are  non-existent  in 
the  materials  I'm  given  to  teach 
with.  I  end  up  using  movies  like 
“The  Crying  Game”  (Do  you  know 
how  many  passages  of  Scripture 
Steven  Rae  recites  in  his  role?)  to 
explain  why  the  Bible  is  the  text  we 
use  to  study  Jesus  Christ. 

This  coming  year  I  will  not  use 
United  Methodist  Sunday  school 
materials.  I  will  design  my  own. 

I  truly  hope  the  self-examination 
of  Sunday  School  materials  contin¬ 
ues  and  the  basics  once  again  be¬ 
come  the  norm. 

Laura  Diviney 
Newton,  Massachusetts 

He  needs  education 

Kenneth  Tidmore  (see  Letters  to 
the  Editor,  UMR,  April  2)  needs 
some  education.  Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  the  United  States  do  not 
have  the  same  legal  rights  as  “any 
other  citizen.” 

Let’s  look  at  the  legal  contract  of 
marriage.  Because  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  are  denied  this  right  to  form  a 


marriage  contract  in  the  eyes  of  the 
law  (different  from  the  eyes  of 
God),  they  are: 

/  Unable  to  declare  partners  or 
the  relationship  on  income  tax  and 
derive  benefits  thereof; 

S  Unable  to  declare  partners  on 
company  health  insurance  policies 
and  derive  benefits  thereof; 

f  Not  automatically  and  legally 
considered  next-of-kin  in  case  of  ac¬ 
cident  or  death  thereby  prohibiting 
a  partner  from  making  crucial  life 
and  death  decisions  about  his/her 
loved  one; 

S  Unable  to  file  for  immigration 
status  if  a  partner  is  a  non-U.S.  citi¬ 
zen. 

By  quoting  some  study  which  com¬ 
pares  the  lifestyles  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  African  Americans,  Mr. 
Tidmore  intentionally  pits  one  mar¬ 
ginalized  group  against  another.  This 
is  a  common  tactic  used  to  keep  mar¬ 
ginalized  groups  (especially  people  of 
color,  women,  gay  men  and  lesbians) 
fighting  each  other  for  the  crumbs  of 
the  pie  instead  of  converging  to  ques¬ 


tion  where  the  pieces  of  the  pie  went 
and  why  it  wasn’t  shared  equally  in 
the  first  place. 

Diane  J.  Allen 
New  York,  New  York 

Separate  church,  state 

The  United  States  of  America  is 
not  a  Christian  Country!  Neither  is 
it  Jewish,  Buddhist,  Muslim,  Islam, 
Shinto,  Catholic,  Protestant  or  any 
other  faith  in  this  world  you  could 
name. 

The  United  States  is  a  haven  for 
all  faiths.  Our  forefathers  stated  it 
plainly.  There  would  always  be  sep¬ 
aration  of  church  and  government. 
This  means  it  harbors  all  faiths  and 
atheists  as  well. 

We  still  have  those  in  our  country 
who  don’t  feel  safe,  who  even  feel 
persecuted  for  their  faith.  This  is 
because  so  many  Americans  don’t 
realize  what  a  precious  part  of  our 
government  this  freedom  is. 

Norma  Kuykendall 
Champaign,  Illinois 


By  MARK  FORRESTER 

Be  it  Waco,  New  York,  Sarajevo, 
Bombay  or  Pensacola,  time  and 
time  again  we  have  viewed  the  rav¬ 
ages  of  religious  violence. 

Whenever  violent  acts  of  reli¬ 
gious  intolerance  erupt  we  shake 
our  heads  in  disbelief,  wondering 
how  these  “true  believers”  could 
ever  justify  killing  and  destroying  in 
the  name  of  God. 

I  must  confess  that  I  am  not 
among  those  who  are  dumbfounded 
by  religiously  motivated  atrocities. 
While  many  are  asking,  “why  does 
religious  terrorism  happen  so  of¬ 
ten?”  I  give  thanks  to  God  that  it 
doesn’t  happen  more  often. 

I  confess  my  strange  prayer  not 
because  I’m  a  cynic,  but  because  I 
was  a  member  of  the  largest-grow¬ 
ing  cult  in  the  world,  a  cult  that 
preys  on  people  of  all  religious 
faiths:  the  cult  of  fundamentalism. 

Ripe  for  conversion 

At  the  age  of  16  I  was  ripe  for  a 
fundamentalist  conversion.  A  cha¬ 
otic  home  life,  chronic  episodes  of 
juvenile  delinquency  and  unhealthy 
peer  relationships  precipitated  a  life 
crisis  that  drew  me  to  a  local  non- 
denominational  church. 

I  gave  my  heart  to  the  Lord — 
which  I’ve  never  regretted — and 
soon  gave  my  mind  over  to  church 
“family.”  After  all,  they  seemed  to 
know  what  was  best  for  me  and, 
given  my  life  situation,  I  gladly  sub¬ 
mitted  everything  to  them  as  my 
spiritual  custodians. 

Some  20  years  of  hindsight  compel 
me  to  conclude  that  fundamentalism 
is  a  mindset  more  than  a  particular 
body  of  beliefs.  Even  though  Chris¬ 
tian  fundamentalists  espouse  core 
doctrines — such  as  the  inerrancy  of 
Scripture — many  of  these  “funda¬ 
mentals”  would  be  affirmed  by 
(some)  evangelicals  as  well. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  Islamic  fun¬ 
damentalist  would  not  share  many,  if 
any,  of  a  Christian  fundamentalist’s 
beliefs.  What  they  would  share,  how¬ 
ever,  is  a  radical  mindset  of  intoler¬ 
ance  and  inflexibility.  In  other  words, 
fundamentalism  has  more  to  do  with 
“how”  one  believes  than  with  “what” 
one  believes. 

A  lens  of  fear 

From  my  experience,  the  lens 
through  which  a  fundamentalist 
views  the  world  is  one  of  fear.  And 
fear  often  nurtures  acts  of  religious 
intolerance,  ranging  from  explicit 
violence  communicated  by  bullets 
or  bombs  to  implicit  violence,  epit¬ 
omized  by  Christian  fundamental¬ 
ist-spokesman  Pat  Robertson  who, 
along  with  Pat  Buchanan,  pro- 
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claimed  at  the  Republican  National 
Convention  last  summer  that  “we,” 
(i.e.  the  true  believers),  are  in  a  state 
of  “religious  war.” 

What  troubles  me  about  our  fun¬ 
damentalist  zealots  is  not  what  they 
want  the  world  to  believe  or  accept,  it 
is  how  they  intend  to  “convert”  our 
religious,  social  and  political  institu¬ 
tions  into  an  all-pervasive  theocracy. 

Like  the  followers  of  David  Kor¬ 
esh,  other  true  believers,  compelled 
by  fear  and  intolerance,  could  easily 
turn  from  violent  rhetoric  to  violent 
actions.  Too  often  the  litany  “praise 
the  Lord”  is  followed  by  “pass  the 
ammunition.”  And  all  wars  are, 
upon  final  anaylsis,  holy  wars. 

I  confess  my  opinion  comes  not 
as  an  outsider  looking  in,  but  as  an 
ex-fundamentalist  who  empathizes 
with  those  who  are  victimized  by 
this  mindset.  In  my  experience, 
whatever  is  worthy  of  criticism  is 
deserving  as  well  of  compassion. 

I  still  sympathize 

While  I  no  longer  have  much  re¬ 
gard  for  the  cause  of  fundamental¬ 
ism,  I  still  sympathize  with  those 
who  feel  dispossessed  by  change, 
who  feel  the  loss  of  power  and  need 
some  sense  of  certainty  and  security 
in  their  lives.  In  my  opinion,  what 
fundamentalists  need  to  fear  is  not 
secular  humanism,  feminism,  ho¬ 
mosexuality,  abortionists  or  othpr 
“liberal”  subversives.  What  they — 
and  we  all — need  to  fear  most  is 
fear  itself. 

The  only  fundamental,  absolute, 
unshakable  reality  that  we  have  to 
build  our  lives  upon  is  the  love  of 
God.  And  as  the  first  letter  of  John 
reminds  us,  “There  is  no  fear  in  love, 
but  perfect  love  casts  out  fear.” 

So  let  us  be  challenged  to  move  be¬ 
yond  the  paralyzing  fear  of  funda¬ 
mentalism  into  a  world  where  we 
“eliminate”  our  enemies  by  loving 
them  into  friends.  It’s  worked  for  me. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Unsung  genuine  pastors'  deserve  our  support 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 
Crayons  can  make  pretty  pictures  in  Sunday  school,  but  these 
youngsters  and  their  older  siblings  are  asking  deep  questions  of 
faith  that  mere  crayon  pictures  can't  answer,  says  a  reader. 


By  MARIE  BOSWELL 

“1  don’t  have  faith  in  preachers 
or  the  church  anymore.” 

Many  are  making  this  sad  remark 
because  of  sex  scandals  and  money¬ 
grabbing  preachers.  They  send 
money  to  radio  and  television  min¬ 
isters  and  neglect  to  support  their 
own  pastor.  Some  churches  could 
operate  for  a  year  on  the  budget  re¬ 
quired  for  one  weekly  television 
program. 

People  forget  that  good  pastors’ 
names  and  deeds  are  seldom  publi¬ 
cized. 

Good  pastors  whose  halos  are  in¬ 
visible  are  the  unsung  members  of 
the  clergy.  They  may  be  tempted 
but  never  stray  from  their  loving 
wives  and  families.  They  make  the 
church  a  helping  and  healing  force 
in  the  world. 

Genuine  pastors  don’t  put  on  a 
big  show  with  forced  tears,  fake 
cures  and  gimmick  charities.  No 
amount  of  money  can  pay  for  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  services.  Many  are  underpaid 
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and  must  seek  other  jobs  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  a  pastor. 

There  are  many  godly  television 
and  radio  preachers  who  preach 
God’s  word  to  thousands  of  sick,  el¬ 
derly,  and  shut-in  persons.  They 
perform  a  great  service  for  those 
who  are  unable  to  attend  church. 

Thousands  of  dollars  are  sent  to 
television  and  radio  preachers  but 
they  are  unable  to  be  real  pastors  in 
times  of  personal  need,  family  cri¬ 
sis,  illness,  death  or  tragedy. 

Pastors  are  only  a  telephone  call 
away  and  often  get  up  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  to  pray  at  deathbeds. 
They  see  beauty  as  well  as  the  sad¬ 
ness  in  death;  hence,  it  becomes  a 
religious  experience  when  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Christ  radiates  through 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“But  when  the  fullness  of  time 
had  come,  God  sent  his  Son,  bom 
of  a  woman,  bom  under  the  law,  in 
order  to  redeem  those  who  were  un¬ 
der  the  law,  so  that  we  might  re¬ 
ceive  adoption  as  children.” 
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them  as  they  perform  this  ministry. 
No  other  person  is  given  this 
unique  privilege  as  they  say  words 
of  hope  and  comfort  at  funerals. 

They  are  privileged  to  perform 
marriage  ceremonies  and  witness 
the  happiness  of  a  man  and  woman. 
They  are  there  when  babies  are 


bom  and  when  they  are  dedicated 
to  the  Lord  in  baptism.  Most  im¬ 
portant,  they  are  instruments  in 
bringing  persons  to  Christ.  It  is  in 
these  human  contacts  that  they 
make  their  greatest  contribution. 

They  are  real  pastors  when  they 
break  bread  with  their  people  and 
stand  with  them  in  their  day  to  day 
struggles  with  life’s  problems.  God’s 
Spirit  guides  them  as  they  preach 
the  Bible  to  inspire  others  to  seek  a 
deeper  walk  with  Christ. 

Genuine  pastors  live  out  their  ex¬ 
perience  of  faith  each  day  of  their 
lives.  They  are  people  just  like  you 
and  me  with  the  same  temptations 
and  pain.  Pastors  need  to  be  accept¬ 
ed,  loved,  and  have  people  see  them 
as  human  beings. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Hebrews  13:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  2 
Sunday:  Psalms  23 
Monday:  Acts  2:42-45 
Tuesday:  Acts  2:46-47 
Wednesday:  1  Peter  2: 19-21 
Thursday:  I  Peter  2:22-25 
Friday:  John  10:1-6 
Saturday:  John  10:7-10 


Evangelism  And 
Membership 

You  will  connect  with  members  and  constituents 
within  your  immediate  parish,  also  those  beyond 
your  immediate  geographical  limits,  with  a 
nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news! 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  6300079 
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GUNS  NOT  THE  ANSWER:  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  “cult  of  violence”  was  denounced  last  week 
by  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  top  staff 
official  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety.  He  expressed  concern  for  “our  future  survival 
and  the  quality  of  life  to  be  inherited  by  our  chil¬ 
dren."  “It  is  not  the  cult  of  [David]  Koresh  which 
will  signal  our  demise,”  but  “the  cult  of  guns  and 
gun  violence  demonstrated  in  Waco  by  those  who 
flew  the  Star  of  David  and  those  who  won  the  war 
by  replacing  it  with  their  own  ATF  flag  that  sig¬ 
nals  our  ruin,”  his  statement  reads.  “ATF’  refers 
to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Alcohol,  Firearms  and 
Tobacco  (see  related  stories  on  this  page  and 
editorial  analysis  on  page  2). 

KEEP  DENVER  MEETING:  The  1996 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  should 
be  held  in  Colorado  but  its  program  and  agenda 
should  “give  witness  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  commitment  to  protect  the  human 
and  civil  rights  concerns  of  gay  and  lesbian  per¬ 
sons,”  says  the  church’s  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 
The  commission’s  executive  committee  had 
earlier  suggested  joining  the  call  to  move  the 
1 996  General  Conference  from  Denver  because 
of  Colorado’s  “Amendment  2,”  considered  by 
many  to  deprive  homosexual  persons  of  legal 
protection  against  discrimination. 

BISHOP  OF  CIS:  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Mi¬ 
nor  was  formally  elected  to 
bishop  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent 
States  (CIS)  during  the  re¬ 
cent  United  Methodist 
Central  Conference  of 
Northern  Europe  in  Bergen, 

Norway.  Bishop  Minor  was 
bishop  of  East  Germany 
until  the  German  United 
Methodist  conferences  Bishop  Minor 
joined  last  year  and  the  new  episcopal  area  was 
created.  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby,  bishop  for  North¬ 
ern  Europe,  said  he  expects  the  new  area  will 
soon  be  able  to  elect  a  bishop  from  its  own  cler¬ 
gy  ranks. 


a  four-year  term  as 


SANCTUARY  DESTROYED:  The 

sanctuary  of  Memorial  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tulsa  was  destroyed  when  a  tornado 
ripped  through  eastern  Tulsa  about  6:45  p.m. 
April  24.  The  storm  also  collapsed  the  church’s 
roof.  The  congregation  worshiped  in  the  church 
gymnasium  the  following  morning.  The  Rev. 
George  Warren  is  senior  pastor. 

'FOCUSED'  LEADER:  Although  losing 
one  of  their  most  outspoken  advocates  for  racial 
justice,  leaders  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ  have 
hailed  the  election  of  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Chavis  to 
head  the  nation’s  oldest 
black  civil  rights  organiza¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Chavis  was  elected 
to  become  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  NAACP  this 
month,  succeeding  the  Rev.  Ben|amln  chavis 
Benjamin  Hooks.  Former  UCC  president  the 
Rev.  Avery  Post  pointed  to  Dr.  Chavis’  “fo¬ 
cused  single-minded”  style  as  critical  at  a  time 
when  the  NAACP  is  trying  to  shed  an  image  of  a 
“troubled,  bourgeois  organization.”  Dr.  Chavis 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  United  Church’s  Cleve¬ 
land-based  Commission  for  Racial  Justice. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Methodist  Home  shelters  cult's  children 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

WACO,  Texas — Only  10  miles 
from  the  grisly,  burned-out  re¬ 
mains  of  Mt.  Carmel,  the  Branch 
Davidians’  fortified  compound, 
are  the  sunny,  green  hills  of  the 
Methodist  Home. 

There  20  Davidian  children 
found  sanctuary. 

These  were  the  children,  ages  5 
months  to  1 2  years,  who  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  leave  the  compound  be¬ 
fore  the  April  19  fiery  end  which 
took  the  lives  of  86  adults  and 
children.  Another  child,  who 
needed  medical  attention,  was 
placed  elsewhere. 

On  Sunday,  Feb.  28,  the  day  the 
siege  began,  Methodist  Home  Ad¬ 
ministrator  the  Rev.  Jack  Daniels 
received  a  call  from  Children’s 
Protective  Services  of  the  Texas 
Department  of  Protective  and 
Regulatory  Services,  with  whom 
the  home  has  a  contract  to  provide 
emergency  child  care. 

Could  the  home  take  care  of 
the  children  from  Mt.  Carmel? 

Not  knowing  how  many  chil¬ 
dren  there  would  be,  what  condi¬ 
tion  they  would  be  in  or  how  long 
they  would  stay,  the  staff  went  to 
work  immediately  to  prepare  an 
empty  house  on  the  137-acre 
campus  to  receive  them. 

At  about  1 1  p.m.,  the  first  two 
children  arrived. 

Arrived  with  little 

The  Davidian  children  arrived 
with  little  but  the  clothes  on  their 
backs,  Dr.  Daniels  said.  They 
were  outfitted  with  bright,  new 
clothes,  the  same  kind  the  home 
regularly  provides  for  its  usual 
population  of  some  200  children. 

But  these  children  were  trau¬ 
matized  by  events  at  the  com¬ 
pound,  he  said,  and  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  they  had 
been  abused. 

Methodist  Home  was  uniquely 
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WACO,  Texas — In  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  chapel,  a  stained 
glass  figure  of  the  Good  Shep¬ 
herd  greeted  Branch  Davidian 
children. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


WACO,  Texas — Methodist  Home  administrator  jack  Daniels 
(at  far  right)  greets  (from  left)  Bobby  Gilliam,  the  home's  vice 
president  of  child  care;  child  psychiatrist  Bruce  Perry;  and 
Child  Protective  Services  agent  Bob  Boyd.  They  guided  the 
care  of  Branch  Davidian  children  (see  accompanying  story). 


prepared  to  handle  the  emergency, 
Dr.  Daniels  later  told  the  Report¬ 
er.  The  large,  well-manicured  cam¬ 
pus,  dotted  with  ancient  live  oaks, 
creased  with  a  wandering  creek 
and  banked  with  wildflowers,  of¬ 
fers  security  and  seclusion  for  chil¬ 
dren  as  it  has  for  103  years. 

Over  the  years  the  home  has 
developed  multiple  services: 
medical  services,  food  service,  a 
school  and  recreation  facilities 
that  include  tennis  courts,  two 
basketball  courts  and  an  Olym- 
pic-size  pool.  Children  live  in 
homelike  dormitories  called 
home  units,  supervised  by  home 
parents.  In  the  center  of  the  cam¬ 
pus  is  the  chapel  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  below). 

And  a  staff,  experienced  in 
helping  children,  is  immediately 
available. 

"It  is  a  tremendous  salute  to 
this  staff,”  Dr.  Daniels  said,  "that 
they  were  able  to  overcome  the 
children’s  initial  suspicion  and  be¬ 
come  so  close  to  the  children. 

“The  children  had  been  taught 
that  people  outside  the  Branch 
Davidians  were  infidels  or  evil,” 
he  said,  "even  that  they  would 
kill  them.” 

The  first  time  the  children  met 


child  psychiatrist  Bruce  Perry, 
Dr.  Daniels  continued.  Dr.  Perry 
held  one  5-month-old  infant  in 
his  arms. 

“One  of  the  older  children 
asked:  ‘Are  you  a  stranger?’ 

“Dr.  Perry  said  that  he  was. 

“  ‘Have  you  come  to  kill  the 
baby?’  the  child  asked.” 

Learned  to  trust 

Over  time,  the  children  learned 
to  trust  the  staff  and  other  adults 
they  came  in  contact  with,  he  said. 

Dr.  Perry,  who  specializes  in 
children’s  trauma  but  had  had  no 
prior  connection  with  Methodist 
Home,  brought  a  staff  from  the 
Baylor  College  of  Medicine  in 
Houston. 

The  medical  staff  divided  into 
two  groups.  Dr.  Daniels  said.  One 
group  developed  medical  records 
because  the  children  had  none. 
The  other  group  stayed  with  the 
children  and  helped  care  for  them 
while  they  observed  them. 

On  behalf  of  the  children.  Dr. 
Daniels  met  daily  with  Child 
Protective  Services  representa¬ 
tives,  FBI  agents,  home  parents 
and  therapists. 

“Two  of  our  best  therapists 
were  Waco  off-duty  police  offi¬ 


cers  who  provided  security  for 
the  children,”  he  said.  “They  did 
tremendous  work  with  the  kids. 

“The  kids  called  them  Uncle 
Steve  and  Uncle  Bob,”  he  said. 
“They  were  just  crazy  about  them 
and  would  hang  all  over  them.” 

Dr.  Daniels  added,  with  a 
chuckle,  “We  had  to  make  a  rule 
that  the  kids  couldn’t  jump  on  an 
adult.  Bob  was  about  to  crater!” 

A  regular  routine  was  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  children  very  early 
in  their  stay,  Dr.  Daniels  said. 
But  the  home  soon  came  under 
criticism  from  the  Davidians. 

An  FBI  agent  had  brought  the 
children  some  ice  cream  sand¬ 
wiches. 

“When  the  children  ate  them, 
it  was  ice  cream  from  ear  to  ear,” 
he  said,  laughing. 

When  the  Davidians  saw  a  vid¬ 
eotape  of  the  incident,  he  said, 
they  were  displeased  because 
they  believed  the  children  were 
not  being  disciplined. 

Little  contact 

The  children  were  kept  together 
and  attended  the  campus  school 
daily.  They  had  very  little  contact 
with  the  Methodist  Home’s  other 
residents,  most  of  whom  attend 
public  school. 

Each  day,  after  lunch,  Dr.  Dan¬ 
iels  would  hold  a  community  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Davidian  children. 

The  children  needed  to  know 
exactly  what  was  happening  at 
the  compound,  he  said,  so  those 
meetings  around  the  lunch  tables 
became  the  time  for  sharing  that 
information. 

For  example,  when  names  of 
the  children  who  were  released 
appeared  in  print,  Dr.  Daniels 
read  the  names  aloud  at  the 
“community  meeting.”  The  chil¬ 
dren  applauded  themselves  as 
each  name  was  read. 

It  was  at  a  “community  meet¬ 
ing”  that  Dr.  Perry  told  the  chil¬ 
dren  that  the  end  had  come  to 
Mt.  Carmel. 

“It  was  hard,”  Dr.  Perry  said. 
“Very  hard. ” 

The  children  sat  there  in 
stunned  silence,  Dr.  Daniels  said. 

“We  had  counselors  assigned  to 
each  child,"  he  continued.  “After 
they  were  told,  each  child  decided 
what  he  or  she  wanted  to  do.” 


What  is  the 
Methodist  Home? 

•  Founded  in  1890  as  an  orphanage, 
now  a  multifaceted  children  s  care 
provider. 

•  Main  campus  of  137  acres  in  Waco, 
Texas. 

•  Currently  houses  200  at-risk  or  in- 
crisis  children  from  birth  to  age  18  in 
18  home  units  on  main  campus. 

•  Serves  another  50  boys  ages  14  to  18 
on  2, 500-acre  Boys  Ranch  near  Waco. 

•  Has  an  annual  budget  of  $12.4 
million,  supported  by  donations  from 
the  seven  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

•  Has  cared  for  more  than  12,000  at- 
risk  or  in-crisis  children  and  youths— 
including  20  children  from  the  Branch 
Davidian  sect— since  its  founding. 


Some  older  children  asked  to 
see  pictures,  he  said. 

“We  did  not  show  them  the 
television  pictures  of  the  com¬ 
pound  burning,”  he  said.  “Instead 
we  showed  them  a  newspaper  se¬ 
quence  of  photos  which  showed 
the  compound  before,  during  and 
after  the  fire. 

All  lost  someone 

“All  of  the  children  lost  some¬ 
one  in  the  fire,”  he  said,  “a 
mother,  father,  grandparent  or 
sibling.  So  in  a  real  sence,  they 
lost  86  people.” 

At  the  end,  only  10  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  20  children  remained  in  the 
home.  Most  had  been  placed  with 
relatives.  Within  the  next  few 
weeks,  the  remaining  children  will 
be  placed  with  relatives  or  other 
families,  Dr.  Daniels  said. 

“They  are  going  to  have  a  hard 
time,”  he  said,  “getting  over 
what  they  were  taught. 

"I’m  going  to  have  some  sick 
staff  people  when  these  kids 
leave,”  he  said.  “They  have 
grown  very  close  to  them.” 

One  young  woman  on  the  staff 
affirmed  Dr.  Daniels’  assess¬ 
ment. 

“It’s  been  wonderful  having 
the  children  here,”  she  said. 

Then  she  added  wistfully,  “I 
just  wish  all  of  the  children  in  the 
compound  could  have  come.” 


Little  children  focus  of  Davidians'  memorial 


WACO,  Texas — They  were  so 
little. 

The  ten  Branch  Davidian  chil¬ 
dren  entered  the  chapel  at  the 
Methodist  Home.  Each  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  “home  parent" 
or  staff  member  (see  related  story 
above). 

They  were  attending  a  memo¬ 
rial  service  for  the  Davidians 
who  had  died  in  the  final  confla¬ 
gration  at  Mt.  Carmel  three  days 
earlier. 

Some  were  smiling.  Some 
played  with  new  stop  watches. 
All  were  neatly  and  attracfively 


See  related  editorial  analysis 
on  Page  2. 

dressed. 

In  front  of  them,  above  the  al¬ 
tar,  a  stained-glass  Jesus  cradled 
a  small  lamb  in  his  arms. 

Soon  about  a  dozen  adult  Da¬ 
vidians  arrived.  Many  of  them 
were  young  women  accompanied 
by  matrons  from  The  Salvation 
Army  where  they  were  being 
housed.  They  are  being  held  as 
material  witnesses  for  the  coming 
murder  trial  in  the  deaths  of  four 
federal  agents. 


A  few  children  peeked  over  the 
backs  of  the  pews  and  wiggled  lit¬ 
tle  fingers  in  a  quiet  hello.  Some 
recognized  mothers  they  hadn’t 
seen  for  seven  weeks. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Daniels,  head  of 
the  Methodist  Home,  led  the  ser¬ 
vice,  his  dark  suit  brightened  by 
the  primary  colors  in  the  pattern 
of  children’s  figures  on  his  tie. 

The  theme  of  the  Good  Shep¬ 
herd  was  played  in  music  and  re¬ 
played  in  the  psalter.  The 
children’s  voices  strongly  recited 
the  23rd  Psalm,  "Yea,  though  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the 


shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no 
evil."  They  seemed  to  know  it 
well. 

Dr.  Daniels  led  prayers  for 
those  who  had  died,  the  adults 
and  the  children. 

In  his  prayers  for  the  children 
he  said: 

“O  Lord,  you  keep  little  chil¬ 
dren  in  this  present  world  and 
hold  them  close  to  yourself  in  the 
life  to  come.  Receive  in  peace  the 
souls  of  your  children  from  Mt. 
Carmel,  for  you  have  said,  ‘of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.’  ” 
—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Los  Angeles  UMs  reflect  on  King  verdicts 


Bishops  to  visit  Shalom  zone'  areas 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  an  unprecedented  move,  130  United  Methodist  bishops  from 
around  the  world  will  leave  their  May  1-7  semi-annual  meeting  in  San 
Diego  for  a  one-day  visit  May  3  to  Los  Angeles. 

There  they  will  view  church-sponsored  programs  and  projects  in  areas 
most  affected  by  that  city’s  1992  riots.  The  “shalom  zone"  committee  es¬ 
tablished  in  May  1992  by  the  denomination's  top  legislative  body  is  work¬ 
ing  with  groups  there  to  create  models  for  ministry  in  other  cities. 


By  DENISE  jOHNSON  STOVALL 

Asiodoto  Editor 

United  Methodists  throughout 
Los  Angeles  reflected  on  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  two  police  officers  in  the 
beating  of  Rodney  King  by  express¬ 
ing  hope  for  rebuilding  their  city. 

The  April  29  anniversary  of  the 
1992  riots  made  that  hope  all  the 
more  urgent. 

For  at  least  one  United  Method¬ 
ist,  the  urge  for  calm  did  not  start 
with  the  April  17  announcement  of 
the  verdicts — two  officers  guilty  of 
violating  Mr.  King’s  civil  rights,  the 
other  two  acquitted. 

Rather  it  had  started  the  previous 
night  with  the  close  of  the  jury  de¬ 
liberations. 

Toured  the  streets 

That  night  the  Rev.  Hyun  Seung 
Yang  toured  the  streets  of  South 
Central  Los  Angeles,  offering  a  lis¬ 
tening  post  for  people  afraid  of  a  re¬ 
run  of  last  year’s  violence. 

He  also  kept  a  vigil  in  “Korea- 
town,”  where  local  merchants  had 
stockpiled  guns  to  protect  their 
stores. 


“Los  Angeles  is  now  in  a  calm 
and  peaceful  mode,”  Mr.  Yang  told 
the  Reporter.  “We  have  been  trying 
to  build  up  a  communications  net¬ 
work.  We  are  also  trying  to  build  up 
relationships  to  avoid  conflict. 
Also,  as  a  Christian  community,  we 
never  cease  praying. 

“I  prayed  with  merchants  in  their 
stores,”  he  continued,  “I  have 
called  on  their  families.  That  is  our 
ministry,  too.” 

Mr.  Yang  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
and  40  bilingual  volunteers  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  distribute  food  to  at  least 
200  families  in  his  community.  The 
food  is  bought  with  grants  from  the 
church's  California-Pacific  Annual 


Conference  and  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Smith,  United 
Methodist  Los  Angeles  District  su¬ 
perintendent,  said  the  downtown 
community  “rejoiced”  at  “a  verdict 
that  at  least  acknowledged  that  the 
civil  rights  of  Rodney  King  had 
been  violated  by  two  of  the  offi¬ 
cers.” 

When  the  verdict  was  announced. 
Dr.  Smith  was  convening  a  district 
conference  at  Chinese  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“Bishop  Roy  Sano  joined  us,  and 
we  celebrated  in  song  and  praise 
and  reaffirmed  our  theme  of  build¬ 
ing  communities  of  shalom  for  the 
healing  of  the  city,"  he  said. 

Meanwhile  a  group  of  Los  Ange¬ 
les  ministers  was  making  a  special 
attempt  at  interethnic  understand¬ 
ing. 

Pastors  on  trip 

Fourteen  ministers,  including  six 
United  Methodists,  were  in  Korea  at 


the  request  of  an  African-American/ 
Korean-American  Christian  Alliance. 
The  trip  was  coordinated  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Habersham  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles. 

“Pastors  on  the  Korea  trip  were 
‘euphoric’  concerning  the  outcome 
of  the  trial  and  were  satisfied  that  a 
measure  of  justice  had  been 
shown,"  said  the  Rev.  M.  Andrew 
Robinson-Gaither,  pastor  of  Faith 
United  Methodist  Church,  follow¬ 
ing  his  return  to  Los  Angeles. 

“We  knew  that  there  would  not 
be  any  trouble  now.. 

"The  next  front  is  to  keep  the 
heat  on,  to  make  sure  that  these 
guys  [police  officers]  serve  exten¬ 
sive  jail  time.” 

Mr.  Robinson-Gaither  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  another  issue  for  many 
people  in  the'Los  Angeles  area  is  the 
upcoming  trial  for  four  men  allegedly 
involved  in  the  1 992  riot-related  near- 
fatal  beating  of  trucker  Reginald  Den¬ 
ney.  That  group,  called  "The  L.A. 
Four."  is  expected  to  stand  trial  in 
July. 

“As  a  clergyperson,  I  see  redemp¬ 
tion  for  them  regardless  of  their  po¬ 
sition,”  said  the  pastor,  who  has 
allowed  supporters  of  the  accused 
to  meet  at  Faith  Church. 

“For  me,  that’s  where  our  issues 
of  justice  will  be  focused.  However, 
we  anticipate  that  there  will  be 
trouble  if  these  young  men  [are  con¬ 
victed  and]  are  sent  up  the  river  and 
made  to  serve  a  lot  of  time." 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 
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South  Dakota  governor 
recalled  as  reconciler 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

South  Dakota  Gov.  George 
Mickelson,  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  killed  in  a  plane  crash  April  19 
in  Iowa,  will  be  remembered  as  a 
person  who  worked  to  bring  Native 
Americans  and  whites  together, 
tribal  leaders  say. 

In  an  article  in  the  “Rapid  City 
Journal,"  Francis  Whitebird,  state 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  said 
he  had  received  numerous  calls 
from  Indian  people  “who  felt  like 
they  had  lost  a  true  friend.” 

In  1990,  on  the  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Wounded  Knee  Massa¬ 
cre,  Gov.  Mickelson  and  the 
state's  nine  tribal  leaders  signed  a 
proclamation  which  declared  a 
year  of  reconciliation. 

Later  recognizing  how  much 
needed  to  be  done,  the  newspaper 
reported,  the  governor  proclaimed 
a  “Century  of  Reconciliation.” 

Gov.  Mickelson  was  a  person  of 
deep  faith  who  attended  church 
regularly  and  supported  the 
church,  the  Rev.  Leonard  Haggin 
told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Haggin  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pierre, 
S.D.,  where  the  governor  and  his 
family  attended  services  when  they 
were  in  the  state  capital.  Mr.  Mick¬ 
elson  was  a  member  of  First  United 


George  Mickelson 
. . .  was  United  Methodist. 


Methodist  Church  in  Brookings. 
S.D. 

Mr.  Haggin  said  he  believed  the 
governor's  actions  in  spearheading 
the  move  toward  reconciliation 
were  rooted  in  his  faith  and  in  the 
church’s  teachings. 

“The  strides  South  Dakota 
made  toward  reconciliation  in  the 
last  two  years  have  been  unbeliev¬ 
able,”  the  governor’s  sister,  Patri¬ 
cia  Adam,  told  the  Reporter.  Ms. 
Adam  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  in  Pierre. 

“His  family  and  his  faith  were 
first  and  foremost,”  she  said, 
“plus  his  desire  that  all  people  be 
treated  equally.” 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

LIFE  MEMBER:  During  recent  business 
sessions  the  Religious  Public  Relations  Council 
presented  life  membership  to  Robert  Lear  of 
Annandale,  Va.,  retired  director  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  office  of  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice.  He  edits  the  organization’s  quarterly 
newsletter,  “The  Counselor."  Two  United 
Methodists  new  to  the  group’s  board  are  the 
Rev.  R.  Thomas  Slack,  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference, 
and  James  H.  Steele  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 

NEW  OFFICER:  Laura  Okumu,  whose  du¬ 
ties  with  United  Methodist  Communications  in¬ 
clude  overseeing  production  of  the  church’s 
annual  program  calendar,  was  elected  second  vice 
president  last  week  of  Associated  Church  Press. 
She  is  a  former  editor  of  “Interpreter”  magazine. 

FORMER  EDITOR  DIES:  Clara  Lou 

Kerr,  former  director  of  communications  for 
the  United  Methodist  Western  Pennsylvania 
conference  and  editor  of  that  conference’s  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter,  died 
April  1 1  in  Titusville,  Pa.,  following  a  stroke. 
She  was  57.  Both  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Erwin 
K.  Kerr,  and  her  brother,  the  Rev.  G.  Kenneth 
Tulloch  Jr.,  are  members  of  the  conference.  She 
is  also  survived  by  four  children  and  two  sisters. 

EDUCATOR  MOVING:  Maxine 

Clarke  Beach,  executive  director  of  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center,  a  conference  and  retreat  center 
in  Nashville  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women's  Division,  has  resigned  effective  May 
31.  She  will  become  provost  at  United  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  one  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  1 3  schools  of  theology. 

JOINING  FACULTY:  A  prominent  bio¬ 
medical  ethicist,  a  well-known  black  feminist 
scholar  and  a  Korean  specialist  in  pastoral  psy¬ 
chology  are  joining  the  faculty  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.  The  Rev.  Kenneth  L. 
Vaux,  now  professor  in  the  program  of  medical 
humanities  at  the  University  of  Illinois  School 
of  Medicine,  will  teach  in  the  field  of  theologi¬ 
cal  ethics.  Toinette  M.  Eugene,  an  exponent  of 
“womanist”  (black  feminist)  theology,  will 
teach  social  ethics.  She  is  associate  professor  of 
practical  theology  at  Chicago  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  The  Rev.  Woon  San  Sohn  will  join  the  fac- 
ulty  as  a  part-time  assistant  professor  of 
pastoral  psychology  and  counseling.  He  has  re¬ 
cently  been  involved  in  post-doctoral  clinical 
studies,  working  in  the  Chicago  area  Korean 
community. 

CONSTANT  SIGN:  A  beacon  in  dark¬ 
ness  for  more  than  30  years,  the  neon  “Method¬ 
ist"  sign  on  Elbert  (Texas)  United  Methodist 
Church  hasn’t  been  turned  off  since  it  was  in¬ 
stalled  in  1960.  Positioned  on  an  outside  wall  of 
the  small  rural  Texas  church,  the  sign  has 
weathered  electrical  storms,  wind,  hail  and 
power  surges  to  become  a  local  landmark. 
Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'PK'  novelist  triumphs  with  parsonage  lore 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

POUGHKEEPBIE,  N.Y.— 
Beverly  Coyle  is  “out  of  the  clos¬ 
et"  at  Vassar  College. 

Her  students  and  colleagues  in 
the  humanities  department,  where 
she  is  a  professor  of  English,  have 
found  out  that  she’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  through  and  through. 

The  daughter  of  a  retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister,  the  Rev. 
John  Louie  Jones,  Ms.  Coyle 
grew  up  in  parsonages  in  Florida 
in  the  50s  and  60s.  Her  great- 
great-grandfather’s  brother,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Barnett,  was  one  of 
the  state’s  first  circuit-riding 
Methodist  ministers. 

Didn't  fess  up  early 

She  didn’t  always  fess  up  to  be¬ 
ing  Methodist,  though — not  after 
she  graduated  from  Florida  State 
University  and  went  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Nebraska  to  complete 
her  doctorate  and  not  while 
teaching  English  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Newcastle  in  Australia  in 
the  early  1970s. 

But  with  the  1990  publication 
of  her  first  novel,  “The  Kneeling 
Bus"  (Penguin  ’92)  she  blew  her 
own  cover.  This  acclaimed  book 
strings  together  a  necklace  of  eight 
lean  and  witty  short  stories  whose 
crown  jewel  is  Methodism. 

Writing  from  the  perspective 
of  a  parsonage  kid  who  grows  up, 


\ 

\ 


Beverly  Coyle 
. . .  'strong  identity' 

Ms.  Coyle  fashions  hilarious  and 
well-paced  tales  from  her  homey 
experiences: 

•  Her  father  agrees  to  a  large 
lady’s  request  to  be  baptized  by 
immersion  on  a  sandbar  in  the 
Atlantic; 

•  Her  family  politely  reacts 
when  grandma  becomes  a  Sev¬ 
enth-day  Adventist; 

•  A  widowed  aunt  falls  for  a 
travelling  salesman  who  links  her 
church  with  Norman  Vincent 
Peale  through  direct  dialing,  and 

•  A  little  girl  hitches  up  her 
dignity  after  her  underpants  fall 


in  the  school  cafeteria. 

“When  I  say  I’m  ‘out  of  the  clos¬ 
et’  at  Vassar,  I  mean  I’m  comfort¬ 
able  and  proud  of  being  United 
Methodist,”  said  Ms.  Coyle,  48. 

She  spends  several  days  a  week 
on  the  Poughkeepsie  campus  and 
also  commutes  back  to  Green¬ 
wich  Village  where  she  lives  with 
her  second  husband,  Henry  Ross, 
a  jazz  musician. 

'Went  church  shopping' 

Raised  as  a  Jew,  Mr.  Ross — 
whose  mother  went  to  Protestant 
services — has  gone  “church 
shopping”  with  Ms.  Coyle  in 
New  York  City. 

“Henry  says  I’m  Methodist 
down  to  my  marrow  bone  and  I 
ought  to  embrace  and  celebrate 
that,"  Ms.  Coyle  said. 

In  1986  the  couple  vacationed 
at  the  United  Methodist  assem¬ 
bly  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C., 
where  she  said  she  felt  great 
pride  in  listening  to  a  sermon  by 
Bishop  Woodie  White. 

“I  can  only  explain  it  as  a  most 
moving  experience  of  denomina- 
tionalism,”  she  said.  “For  me, 
Methodism  was  as  close  to  an 
ethnic  identity  as  others  feel  who 
are  Irish  or  Jewish.” 

Four  years  later  she  returned 
as  writer-in-residence  at  Junalus- 
ka’s  Intentional  Growth  Center. 

As  a  teen  Ms.  Coyle — then  Bev¬ 
erly  Jones — preached  for  20  min¬ 


utes  at  a  youth  camp  at  Leesburg, 
Fla.,  which  she  and  her  two  sisters 
took  turns  attending  each  summer. 

Wonderful  preaching 

She  remembers  “hearing  won¬ 
derful  preaching  there  and  ago¬ 
nizing  over  what  I  was  going  to 
do  with  my  life.” 

United  Methodism  communi¬ 
cated  not  theology  but  commit¬ 
ment,  Ms.  Coyle  recalled. 

Responsibility  and  commit¬ 
ment  “haunted  your  life,  and  you 
knew  where  you  got  it,”  she  said. 

Through  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  while  in  college  she  became 
involved  in  civil  rights,  poverty 
and  anti-Vietnam  war  debates. 

“I  haven’t  found  that  kind  of 
intensity  in  Methodism  since  the 
early  70s,”  she  says.  “But  I  blame 
myself  for  a  kind  of  lost  fervor 
and  a  young  woman’s  discovery 
of  academia.” 

While  Ms.  Coyle  admits  that 
growing  up  in  a  Methodist  par¬ 
sonage  made  her  think  about  her 
future  and  helped  her  be  at  home 
with  adults,  it  was  not  great  prep¬ 
aration  for  being  a  lay  person. 

“It  left  me  with  that  all-or- 
nothing  feeling  that  I  wasn’t  real¬ 
ly  Christian  unless  I  became  a 
missionary.” 

That  message  first  drove  her  to 
the  poet  Wallace  Stevens,  a  resis¬ 
tant  Christian  but  “one  of  the 
most  religious  poets”  ever  to 
write  in  America,  said  Ms.  Coyle, 
who  has  written  two  books  on 
Stevens.  More  recently  it  has 
caused  her  to  consider  writing  a 


novel  about  a  missionary. 

Mother  knows  best 

Ms.  Coyle  credits  her  mother, 
Dorothy  Lee  Jones,  as  the  lead¬ 
ing  influence  in  her  life. 

"My  mother  is  so  literary.  She 
was  always  writing  letters — even 
to  Dr.  Peale,”  the  novelist  said. 

"She  was  a  wonderful  preach¬ 
er’s  wife  with  a  . generous  spirit 
and  a  fine  comic  sense.” 

In  her  second  novel,  “In  Trou¬ 
bled  Waters,”  published  by  Tick- 
nor  and  Fields  April  2 1 ,  Ms.  Coyle 
explores  her  grandfather’s  pioneer 
experiences  while  setting  the  story 
in  contemporary  Florida  with  its 
dangerous  penchant  for  loss  of 
memory  for  the  past. 

Ms.  Coyle  got  the  idea  for  her 
new  novel  from  watching  her  90- 
year-old  grandfather  babysit  his 
own  son-in-law,  the  author’s  fa¬ 
ther,  who  suffers  from  Alz¬ 
heimer’s  Disease. 

“I  kept  mulling  over  the  image 
of  two  men — one  robbed  of  his 
past  by  illness  and  the  other  in 
complete  command  of  a  long  and 
complicated  history  of  a  place 
which  few  knew,”  the  author  said. 

Ms.  Coyle  compares  the  feeling 
of  owning  her  family’s  history  to 
that  of  standing  on  a  piece  of 
granite. 

“If  one  begins  with  a  few  peo¬ 
ple  of  whom  one  is  absolutely 
sure,  then  what  we  call  fiction 
will  seem  to  come  from  the  same 
sure  place,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance 
writer  from  Teaneck,  N./. 


Reporter  among  award  winners 


Religious  publicists 
cite  United  Methodists 


By  |OHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

MILWAUKEE — Six  United 
Methodist  publications,  including 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
won  top  awards  April  1 9  from  the 
Associated  Church  Press. 

The  Reporter  won  honorable 
mention  awards  for  news  cover¬ 
age  of  Hurricane  Andrew  recov¬ 
ery,  written  by  Associate  Editors 
Diane  Huie  Balay  and  Denise 
Johnson  Stovall,  and  for  newspa¬ 
per  graphics  by  Tom  Gibson — a 
montage  of  the  church’s  1992 
General  Conference. 

The  top  winner  among  United 
Methodist  publications  was  the 
“Hoosier  United  Methodist,” 
serving  Indiana.  It  won  the  award 
of  merit  for  news  coverage  of  a 
“union  service”  for  gay  couples 
being  declared  “out  of  bounds”  by 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp. 

The  “Hoosier  United  Methodist” 
also  won  an  honorable  mention  as 


“most  improved  newspaper.” 

The  most  awards — three — by 
any  United  Methodist  publica¬ 
tion  were  won  by  “New  World 
Outlook,”  monthly  magazine  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

It  won  honorable  mentions  for 
photography  by  John  C.  Goodwin, 
for  photography  in  a  single  issue 
by  Mr.  Goodwin  and  other  pho¬ 
tographers,  and  for  a  feature  story. 

The  only  other  award  of  merit 
won  by  a  United  Methodist  publi¬ 
cation  went  to  “Circuit  Rider,” 
monthly  magazine  for  the  church’s 
ordained  clergy.  A  special  issue  on 
the  meaning  of  baptism  won  the 
judges’  highest  citation. 

“The  United  Methodist  Con¬ 
nection”  newspaper,  serving  the 
church’s  Baltimore-Washington 
Area,  won  two  honorable  men¬ 
tions — one  for  an  editorial,  the 
other  for  a  feature  story. 

“Response”  magazine,  pub¬ 


lished  by  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  won  an  honor¬ 
able  mention  for  a  feature  story. 

The  association’s  top  award 
winner  among  75  publication^ 
submitting  724  entries  was  “The 
Christian  Century,”  edited  by  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman.  It  won  nine. 

The  Associated  Church  Press 
has  185  member  publications  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

The  judging  for  this  year’s  con¬ 
test,  the  77th  convention  in  the  as¬ 
sociation’s  history,  was  done 
primarily  by  journalism  faculty  at 
Marquette  University,  a  Catho¬ 
lic-related  school  in  Milwaukee. 

In  summary  comments,  the 
judges  lauded  the  religious  publica¬ 
tions’  overall  quality.  One  judge 
encouraged  the  editors  to  “help 
raise  a  new  generation  of  readers, 
or  all  of  us  in  magazines  and  news¬ 
papers  are  going  down  the  drain.” 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— United  Method¬ 
ists  won  five  awards  in  the  annual 
DeRose  Hinkhouse  competition 
sponsored  by  the  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council. 

The  awards  were  presented  re¬ 
cently  during  the  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  64-year-old  association 
of  religion  communicators. 

Awards  of  excellence  went  to: 

■  The  Rev.  James  E.  Skilling- 
ton,  in  the  regional  newspaper 
category  for  the  Dec.  23  issue  of 
“United  Methodist  Connection,” 
newspaper  of  the  Baltimore- 
Washington  Conference; 

■  John  Goodwin,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  in 


the  color  photography  category, 
for  the  cover  photograph  of  a 
Palestinian  woman  on  the 
March-April  1992  “New  World 
Outlook”  magazine; 

■  William  R.  Richards,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications, 
in  the  radio  spots  category  for 
“Find  the  Way”  spots; 

■  Jeneane  Jones,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  in 
the  television  or  cable  series,  for 
“Why  We  Care:  About  AIDS.” 

A  certificate  of  merit  in  the 
video  category  went  to  UMCom 
staff  members  Pamela  Crosby, 
Hilly  Hicks  and  J.  Fred  Rowles 
for  “Africa  University:  A  Bridge 
to  Dreams.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI.  15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  S15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

PRIVATE  UNITED  METHODIST  K-12  school 
seeks  Director  of  Church  Relations.  Substantial 
travel  and  field  work  required.  Must  possess 
strong  writing  and  speaking  skills,  be  able  to  mar¬ 
ket,  organize,  and  implement  a  multi-faceted 
church  development  program,  and  have  a  strong 
church  relationship.  Salary  commensurate  with 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  grow¬ 
ing  700  +  member  Houston  residential  church. 
Excellent  adult,  children’s  choir  and  handbell 
program  in  place.  Part-time  salary  10-12K  +  ne¬ 
gotiable  with  experience.  Send  resume,  refer¬ 
ences,  repertoire  list  of  anthems  and  any  major 
works  conducted  to:  The  Rev.  David  Lanagan, 
St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church.  600  Pecore, 
Houston.  TX  77009. 

experience  and  education  in  low  $30,000.  Appli¬ 
cation  deadline  is  May  7.  Superintendent, 
McCurdy  School,  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM 
87532-0127. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN.  FAMILY  and 
Education  Ministries.  St.  Paul  United  Methodist, 
Jacksonville,  FL.  St.  Paul  has  a  membership  of 
1250,  a  staff  of  1 1,  and  a  large  active  volunteer 
program.  Experience  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  to  assume 
leadership  of  existing  middle  school-senior  high 
youth  program  in  a  700-member  PCUSA  church. 
Preferred  qualifications:  a  commitment  to  Christ 
and  a  love  of  kids.  Will  consider  various  levels  of 
education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Youth 
Director  Search  Committee,  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1006.  Longview.  TX  75606. 

St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  8264  Lone 
Star  Rd..  Jacksonville,  FL  322 1 1 . 

MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S 
and  Family  Life  Ministries  in  a  growing  1300- 
member  church  in  Nashville,  TN.  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  degree  with  some  experience  in  children’s 
and  family  life  ministries  preferred.  Send  resume 
to:  Dr.  Vincent  Walkup,  3701  Hillsboro  Road. 
Nashville,  TN  37215.  (615)  297-7562. 

primary  responsibility  for  children  and  adult  pro¬ 
grams  for  suburban  church  with  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  190  children.  90  youth,  and  240  adults 
in  Sunday  School,  plus  strong  Wednesday  night 
program.  Kid’s  Klub,  childrens  church  and  choir 

DR.  BEN  BENNETT.  RETIRED  DIRECTOR  of 
Chaplains  at  Baylor  University  Medical  Center 
will  direct  a  tour  of  "The  Best  of  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land".  September  20-  October  5.  1993.  Brochure 
(214)361-5015.  ! 

programs.  Send  resume  to:  Saint  Stephen  UMC. 
4600  S.  Western.  Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  call 
(806)355-7271. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac- 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries, 

dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

First  UMC.  1928  Ross  Avenue.  Dallas,  TX 
75201.  Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer  by 
May  15th. 

FOR  SALE:  CHARMING  TWO  BEDROOM  va¬ 
cation  cottage  at  historic  UM  campground.  Des- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Plano, 

retirement  or  family  with  children.  $11,500. 
(708)690-7524.  j 

Texas,  a  3000-member  church  with  an  active 
youth  program.  Excellent  facilities,  including 
gymnasium.  Supportive  congregation.  Salary 
compensation  $24,000  plus  benefits.  College  de¬ 
gree  preferred  with  innovative  track  record  in 
medium  to  large  congregation.  Position  available 

BAR  HARBOR,  MAINE:  ONE  BEDROOM 
guest  quarters  apartment.  Finely  furnished. 
Washer/dryer.  Attached  to  new  home  and  yet  pri¬ 
vate  with  own  entrance.  On  2  acres  at  edge  of  vil¬ 
lage  near  Acadia  National  Park.  No  smokers. 
Weekly  June,  August.  Evenings  (207)  288-3057. 

ed  Methodist  Church,  till  1 8th  St.,  Plano,  TX 
75074  (Attention:  Personnel  Committee).  Tele¬ 
phone:  (214)  423-4506. 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATITLAN,  Guatema¬ 
la.  hand  woven  by  the  Christian  Mayas,  all  litur¬ 
gical  colors  and  tne  world  renowned  multi-color. 
$35.00,  send  no  money,  shipped  on  approval. 
Double  Mission  Outreach,  United  Methodist 
Church,  Route  2,  Murphysboro,  IL  62966,  or 
phone  (618)  684-3890,  keep  trying. 

FULL-TIME  EDUCATION/YOUTH  Director. 
850-member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Loyd  A. 
Cain,  Pastor,  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  2000  S.  Locust.  Las  Cruces.  NM  88001 . 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

CUNNINGHAM  CHILDREN’S  HOME,  resi¬ 
dential  and  community  based  agency,  located  in 
central  Illinois,  serving  youth  6-18  years  of  age 
seeking  to  fill  position  of  Chaplain.  Two  units  of 
supervised  clinical  pastoral  education  and  experi¬ 
ence  with  youth  and  counseling  preferred.  Send 
resume  to:  Executive  Director.  P.O.  Box  878.  Ur- 
bana,  IL  61801.  (Equal  opportunity  employer) 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo 
for  lease  weekly:  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 
Call  (2 1 4)  239-506 1 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

1993.  with  main  emphasis  to  be  youth  ministry  at 
active,  growing  church  of  600-plus.  Bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  required,  w-ith  3  to  5  years  proven  track  rec¬ 
ord  in  youth  ministry  programs.  Certification  as 
youth  minister  in  United  Methodist  Church  a 
plus.  Send  resume,  with  compensation  cxpecta- 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

tions,  Trinity  Heights  United  Methodist,  3400  N. 
4th  St.,  Flagstaff.  A Z  86004.  Applications  accept¬ 
ed  until  May  20,  1993. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort.  For 
groups  ( 1 2  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Lodg¬ 
ing  (now  with  more  showers!).  $10.50  tickets,  and 
meals  all  included!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

SMALL  MOTEL  CONVERTED  into  a  home 
with  spacious  living  area,  guest  rooms,  workshop, 

antique  shop  with  Norman  Rockwell  collections, 
nativity  sets,  western  pictures,  oil  lamps,  etc. 
Copper  Breaks  State  Park  8  miles.  Fresh  air/sun- 
shinc.  Wilburn  Johnsons.  Box  436,  Crowell,  TX 
79227.  Phone  (817)  684-1426.  If  interested,  you 
may  call  collect. 

WANTED  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  and  Young  Adults  for  a  1 100  - 
member  congregation.  Experience  desired.  Send 
resume  and  references  to:  Search  Committee, 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  216, 

El  Reno.  OK  73036. 

'Always-single'  faces  pressures 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 

The  pressure  to  marry  can  be  in¬ 
tense.  When  mom  asks  why  you 
aren’t,  dad  queries  when  you  will, 
and  friends  are  marrying  off  left 
and  right,  you  can  feel  trapped  in 
the  middle. 

For  the  always-single  Christian 
adult,  life  without  the  wedding 
band  can  be  a  perilous  journey  of 
explaining  and  defending  the  un¬ 
married  status  until  he  or  she  finally 
learns  to  enjoy  life  as  it  is. 

Growing  rapidly 

More  commonly  known  as  spin¬ 
sters,  old  maids  and  bachelor  broth¬ 
ers,  the  always-single  person  can  be 
anyone  in  your  congregation,  from 
the  young  college  coed  to  the 
graying  retiree. 

Among  all  the  categories  of  single¬ 
ness  (divorced,  widowed  and  never 
married),  this  group  continues  to 
grow  rapidly  for  a  number  of  reasons. 

Firstly,  more  people  are  delaying 
marriage.  Some  singles  prefer  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  career  development  and 
self-fulfillment  instead  of  marriage. 

Others,  frightened  by  the  high  di¬ 
vorce  rate,  steer  clear  of  wedlock 
because  they  don’t  want  to  risk 
marital  failure. 

Despite  societal  changes,  the  pres¬ 
sure  to  marry  appears  to  linger  over 
the  Christian  single.  Such  pressures 
can  lead  to  an  unhealthy  obsession. 

No  driving  compulsion 

While  the  desire  to  marry  is  nor¬ 
mal,  a  driving  compulsion  to  do  so 
is  not.  This  obsession  often  leads  to 
self-destructive  behavior  such  as  be¬ 
ing  nonselective  of  partners  and  re¬ 
maining  in  relationships  that  are 
clearly  hazardous  because  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  having  someone  is  better 
than  having  no  one  at  all. 

Yet  it  is  with  faith  that  always- 
single  people  can  hurdle  the  nega¬ 
tives  such  as  marriage  obsession. 


|  SvNGLES 


What  your  congregation 
can  do! 

->  Understand  that  marriage 
may  not  be  for  everyone 
u  Pastor’s  sermons  should  include 
illustrations  of  always-single 
people  in  a  positive  light 
j  Point  singles  toward  options 
for  life  such  as  adoption 
j  Remember  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  an  always-single  adult 


Sheron  C.  Patterson  is  pastor 
of  Crest-Moore 
King  United 
Methodist 
Church  in  Dal¬ 
las,  a  former 
Reporter  staff  .  7J 

writer  and  an  _ 

advocate  for  singles  ministries. 

Second  of  five  parts 


With  faith  they  will  be  able  to  ac¬ 
cept  themselves  as  they  are,  find  a 
purpose  for  their  lives  and  enjoy  life 
as  a  single. 

Empowerment  needed 

Singles  ministries  designed  for 
this  group  must  empower  always- 
singles  not  to  punish  themselves  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  married  nor  to 
think  that  they  must  wait  for  mar¬ 
riage  before  they  can  embrace  life. 
Life  is  a  gift  to  be  enjoyed  abun¬ 
dantly  regardless  of  marital  status. 

For  example,  Janet,  a  53-year-old 
always-single  adult,  explains  that 
rather  than  fretting  over  what  she 
does  not  have,  she  values  what  she 
does  possess — her  friends,  church 
involvement  and  family. 

“Marriage  has  not  come  my 
way,”  she  said.  “I’ve  learned  how 
not  to  wait  for  it  and  get  on  with  the 
life  that  God  has  given  me.” 

This  positive  attitude  is  based  on 
the  reality  that  with  faith  the  al¬ 
ways-single  can  find  self-acceptance 
and  fulfillment.  This  reality  takes 
place  in  congregations  that  are  rich 
in  inclusive  attitudes  and  poor  in 
questions  such  as  “why  aren’t  you 
married  yet?” 


World  evangelist 
takes  llinois  pulpit 

One  of  world  Methodism’s  best- 
known  evangelism  instructors,  the 
Rev.  George  E.  Morris,  has  been 
appointed  senior  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Peo¬ 
ria,  Ill.,  (Central  Illinois  Annual 
Conference).  He  assumes  the  new 
post  Sept.  1 . 

Dr.  Morris,  57,  has  been  evange¬ 
lism  professor  at  Candler  School 
of  Theology  in  Atlanta. 


Solutions  to  the  most  common  STRESS 
PROBLEMS  Iwpting  your  family  and  you! 


^RCOMINq 
O  STRESS: 


ever 

YOU 


EVERYTHING 
YOU  EVER  NEED 
TO  KNOW! 


OVERCOMING  STRESS: 

Everything  You  Ever  Need  To  Know! 

For  the  first  time,  a  team  of  America's  Top 

Pastors  have  joined  forces  to  create  the 

ultimate  book  to  solve  your  everyday  stress 

problems... 

•  Over  100  pages  -  packed  with  answers  to 
your  most  frequently  asked  questions 
about  STRESSI 

•  1 5  major  chapters  covering  over  20 
different  STRESS  challenges! 

•  13  contributing  pastors  and  health 
professionals 

•  Biblical  references  on  all  topics 

•  Free  computerized  health  check  to  help 
you  feel  better  and  become  healthier! 


WHAT'S  ROTE  THE  BOOK 

(partial  listing) 

•Coping  with  the  death  of  a  loved  one 
•Preventing  youth  suicides  ‘Beating 
sadness  and  holiday  blues *  *How  to  help 
your  Pastor  cope  with  stress  ‘Overcoming 
stress  with  Biblical  meditation  and  prayer 
•Managing  job  stress  ‘How  to  stay  happily 
married  ‘And  much,  much  MORE! 

CONTRIBUTORS  -  These  respected 
Ministers  are  just  some  of  the  major 
contributors  to  Overcoming  Stress; 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Bufford,  Rev.  Clifton  E. 
Gatewood.  Rev.  Elayne  B.  Flyman.  Bishop 
Hule  P.  Rogers.  Rev.  Timothy  P.  Mitchell, 
EDITED  BY  Horace  W.  Batson,  Ph.D.  and 
Gary  Batson,  M.A. 


Q  Yes,  I  went  to  overcome  my  STRESS  Enclosed 
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Israel  moves 
to  religious 
pluralism 


By  DEBRA  NUSSBAUM  COHEN 

Religious  News  Service 


Shimon  Peres,  Israeli  foreign 
minister,  told  a  gathering  of  liberal 
Jews  in  Jerusalem  recently  that  it  is 
unlikely  the  government  of  Israel 
will  begin  soon  to  recognize  Reform 
and  Conservative  Judaism,  despite 
a  recent  legal  victory  for  those  non- 
Orthodox  branches  of  the  faith. 

To  affirm  religious  pluralism — 
that  is,  to  grant  legitimacy  to  all 
three  major  branches  of  Judaism — 
would  seriously  antagonize  Ortho¬ 
dox  members  of  the  country’s  frag¬ 
ile  governing  coalition,  he  said, 
leaving  the  Labor  government  with¬ 
out  the  backing  it  needs  to  pursue 
the  Middle  East  peace  process. 

But  others  in  Israel  feel  that  the 
power  of  the  Orthodox  rabbinate  in 
Israel  must  be  addressed;  that 
movement  in  the  direction  of  reli¬ 
gious  pluralism  is  critical  in  a  coun¬ 
try  that  professes  to  be  a  haven  for 
the  world’s  Jews. 

Sole  authority 

Presently  in  Israel,  Orthodox  rab¬ 
bis  are  the  only  ones  with  legal  au¬ 
thority  to  oversee  such  religious 
matters  as  marriage,  divorce  or  con¬ 
version. 

Actions  of  Reform  or  Conserva¬ 
tive  rabbis  on  such  matters  have  no 
legal  validity.  Furthermore,  those 
who  want  to  reform  the  system  ar¬ 
gue  that  the  Orthodox  rabbinate  en¬ 
joys  a  disproportionate  level  of 
influence  over  the  government  in  a 
country  where  most  of  the  citizens 
are  not  Orthodox  Jews. 

Mr.  Peres  made  his  remarks  in 
Jerusalem  recently  to  the  World 
Union  for  Progressive  Judaism,  a 
little  more  than  a  month  after  a 
court  decision  that  marked  a  step 
toward  giving  non-Orthodox  Jews 
the  right  to  more  legal  authority. 

The  Jerusalem  District  Court 
ruled  on  Feb.  14  that  an  Israeli  citi¬ 
zen  and  an  Israeli  resident  convert¬ 
ed  under  Reform  auspices  in  the 
Netherlands  had  to  be  recognized  as 
Jewish  by  the  government  of  Israel. 

Inequitable  recognition 

That  ruling — greeted  as  a  victory 
by  Reform  and  Conservative  Jews 
in  the  United  States  and  as  a  “hor¬ 
ror”  by  a  leader  of  American  Ortho¬ 
doxy-means  that  people  in  Israel 
who  want  to  be  converted  by  Re¬ 
form  or  Conservative  rabbis  may 
do  so,  but  only  if  they  leave  the 
country. 

“If  Reform  conversions  per¬ 
formed  abroad  are  recognized  as  le¬ 
gitimate,”  said  Rabbi  Ammiel 
Hirsch  of  New  York,  “why  not 
those  that  are  done  in  Israel?” 

Mr.  Hirsch  is  executive  director 
of  the  Association  of  Reform  Zion¬ 
ists  in  America. 


Duke  prof  is  teacher,  preacher 


Duke  University  News 

DURHAM,  N.C.— In  a  time  of 
academic  specialists  and  sub-spe¬ 
cialists  and  research-dominated 
university  environments,  Profes¬ 
sor  James  M.  Efird  prefers  to  be 
identified  simply  as  a  teacher. 

In  his  30-plus  years  at  Duke 
University  Divinity  School,  Dr. 
Efird,  “Mickey”  to  his  friends,  has 
taught  it  all— Greek,  introduction 
to  Old  Testament,  introduction  to 
New  Testament,  courses  on  the 
prophets,  Paul,  apocalyptic  in  the 
Bible,  biblical  interpretation,  bib¬ 
lical  content. 

And  when  he’s  not  teaching  Duke 
students,  he’s  teaching  non-degree 
students  through  the  Duke  Divinity 
School’s  Lay  Academy  of  Reli¬ 
gion — a  continuing  education  pro¬ 
gram  that  in  its  earliest  days  had 
Dr.  Efird  as  its  one-man  faculty. 

'Teacher' 

Although  he  is  now  joined  in  the 
five-year-old  lay  academy  by  other 
Duke  faculty  members,  Dr.  Efird, 
addressed  simply  as  “Teacher”  by 
his  adult  students,  still  drives  reg¬ 
ularly  to  teach  the  academy’s  satel¬ 
lite  courses  in  Greensboro  and 
High  Point. 

Add  to  the  list  his  duties  as  in¬ 
terim  pastor  at  a  local  Presbyteri¬ 
an  church,  and  Dr.  Efird — if  he’s 
lucky — may  spend  one  evening  a 
week  at  home  playing  with  his  new 
granddaughter. 

And  although  he’d  always  like 
more  time  with  his  wife,  Vivian, 
and  his  family,  Dr.  Efird  insists  he 


wouldn’t  change  much  about  his 
schedule  or  his  life. 

“I’m  a  very  fortunate  individ¬ 
ual,  because  I  discovered  fairly 
early  in  my  life  that  I  could  com¬ 
bine  the  two  things  I  love  most — 
teaching  and  preaching,”  Dr.  Efird 
said  in  an  interview. 

“I’ve  had  some  very  good  teach¬ 
ers  in  my  time,  but  one  thing  that 
Dr.  Julian  Price  Love  said  has  stuck 
with  me:  ‘There’s  always  good 
teaching  in  preaching,  and  there’s 
always  good  preaching  in  teaching.’ 

“That  made  so  much  sense  to 
me,  because  teaching  is  so  much 
more  than  just  the  dissemination 
of  factual  data  or  the  introduction 
of  ideas,  new  or  old. 

“It’s  presenting  the  material  in  a 
way  that  challenges  students  to 
want  to  get  involved  in  the  subject 
matter.  And  isn’t  that  what  good 
preaching  is  all  about?  Trying  to 
challenge  people  to  make  some¬ 
thing  part  of  themselves.” 

Dr.  Efird,  a  smiling  Kannapolis, 
N.C.,  native  with  enough  home¬ 
grown  analogies  to  fill  a  book,  is  de¬ 
scribed  by  students  and  colleagues 
alike  as  one  of  the  most  popular 
teachers  at  the  divinity  school. 

Stephen  Long,  director  of  the  di¬ 
vinity  school’s  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  program  and  of  the  lay 
academy,  has  known  Dr.  Efird  both 
as  a  colleague  and  as  a  student. 

“I  had  some  of  Mickey’s  classes 
when  I  was  a  student  at  the  divinity 
school  and  now  I  work  closely  with 
him  on  lay  academy  courses,”  Dr. 
Long  said.  “He  has  a  real  gift — a 


way  of  making  complex  issues  acces¬ 
sible  without  trivializing  them.  And 
then,  of  course,  he’s  such  a  clever 
wit. 

'Wants  to  teach  everyone' 

“But  what  I  appreciate  most 
about  him  is  that  he  sees  teaching  as 
his  vocation  and  he’s  so  willing  to 
do  it.  And  Mickey  doesn’t  just  want 
to  teach  the  cream  of  the  crop — he 
wants  to  teach  everyone.” 

When  asked  about  success  as  a 
teacher,  the  normally  effusive  Dr. 
Efird  becomes  a  little  uncomfort¬ 
able.  He  said  that  he  believes  edu¬ 
cation,  at  base,  is  “hard  work.” 

“I  may  be  in  the  minority  in  to¬ 
day’s  academic  environment,  but  I 
believe  the  student  ought  to  come 
first.  Teaching  them  is  the  most 
important  thing  we  do  at  a  univer¬ 
sity.”" 

Those  students  continue  to  in¬ 
trigue  Dr.  Efird,  he  said.  He 
watched  students  at  the  divinity 
school  in  the  1960s  grapple  with 
civil  rights  and  Vietnam  and  was 
there  in  the  1970s  when  all  the 
rage  among  divinity  students  was 
pastoral  psychology. 

“I  think  students  today  are 
more  interested  in  and  more  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  church  and  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church  than  they  have 
been  in  recent  years,”  he  said. 

And  Dr.  Efird  especially  enjoys 
what  he  sees  among  the  laypeople 
he  teaches  out  in  the  community. 
“I’m  finding  people  out  there  are 
really  hungry  to  learn  new  things 
about  the  Bible.” 


DURHAM,  N.C. — The  Rev.  James  M.  Efird  teaches  a  class  at  Duke  University  Divinity  School.  In 
his  30  years  there,  the  Presbyterian  minister  has  taught  virtually  every  subject. 


Listen  with  'ears  of  the  heart'  says  author 


Review 


"A  Longing  Heart  Hears,  God's 
Gentle  Whisper"  by  Denise  George. 

(171  pages.  Aglow  Publications. 

1993.)  $9.95. 

By  CAROLYN  ROSS  TOMLIN 

Where  does  one  find  God?  How 
can  we  listen  when  God  speaks? 

This  fellowship  with  God  is  the  cen¬ 
tral  theme  Denise  George  uses  for 
her  eighth  book,  “A  Longing  Heart 
Hears,  God’s  Gentle  Whisper.” 

Like  the  prophet  Elijah,  we  long 
to  hear  God  speak  to  us.  But,  in  our 
fast-paced  life,  like  the  prophet  on 
the  mountain  top,  we  are  impatient. 

We  seek  instant  results.  We  want  to 
hear  Him  now. 

The  writer  relies  on  flashbacks 
into  her  own  childhood  of  spending 
summers  with  godly  grandparents. 

She  speaks  of  unconditional  love 
wrapped  up  in  warm  memories  of 
nostalgic  moments. 

In  a  sense,  when  we  listen  for 
God’s  gentle  whisper,  we  become 
once  more  the  innocent  child  within. 

Ms.  George  challenges  readers  to 
search  their  lives  for  a  more  inti¬ 
mate,  fulfilling  prayer  life  with 
God.  The  book  guides  the  reader 
through  three  aspects  of  waiting  on 
God. 

Poem  of  the  week 


In  the  “Waiting  Heart”  the  au¬ 
thor  reflects  on  the  words  of  Martin 
Luther  who  said,  “The  fewer  words 
the  better  prayer.”  Too  often,  we 
fail  to  give  God  time. 

“In  our  lives,  there  appear  times 
when  a  situation  is  so  precious,  that 
words  interfere  with  communica¬ 
tion.” 

Section  II  leads  the  reader  to  the 
“Listening  Heart,”  where  in  coming 
to  know  him  by  listening  with  the 
ears  of  our  heart,  she  says,  “Con¬ 
stant  communion  with  the  Father 
keeps  our  spirits  renewed,  our  faith 
refreshed. 

“For  God  is  only  a  thought  away, 
a  prayer  away.  Always.  When  God 
is  in  our  hearts,  he’s  never  very  far 
from  our  minds.” 

In  the  last  section,  Ms.  George 
reaches  into  “The  Responsive 
Heart”  to  receive  the  gift  of  inter¬ 
cessory  prayer.  “For  it’s  when  we 
pray  for  others,  we  show  our  love 
for  our  Savior,  and  we  show  our 
love  for  his  sheep.”  At  this  moment 
we  prepare  to  serve  Him  when  our 
listening  hearts  respond  to  his  whis- 


Who  Wept 

My  diamonds 
are  raindrops 
dancing  and  sparkling 
on  a  barren  winter  limb 
’neath  a  lamp  post 
this  gray  dawn  . . . 


My  diamonds 
are  tears — 
yours  for  me, 
mine  for  you, 

Christ’s  tears  wept 
for  all  of  us. 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 


pers. 

“God’s  Gentle  Whisper”  is  bibli¬ 
cally  based  and  practical.  Each  sec¬ 
tion  is  followed  by  questions  for 
group  study  and  suggestions  for  per¬ 
sonal  reflection. 

The  reader  will  find  the  informa¬ 
tion  on  using  feedback,  questions, 
and  answers  that  show  how  God 


promises  to  do  the  work  of  healing, 
to  be  with  us,  to  grant  us  patience, 
love,  mercy — everything  we  need  to 
follow  his  commission  to  love. 

It  should  be  read  by  all  people  in¬ 
terested  in  growing  in  their  prayer 
relationship  with  God. 

Ms.  Tomlin  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Jackson,  Tenn. 


Recognize  those  outside 
church,  says  WCC  leader 


Religious  News  Service 

The  new  top  staff  official  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches 
says  the  world  is  in  a  “post-de¬ 
nominational”  age  in  which  ecu¬ 
menical  leaders  must  be 
prepared  to  move  beyond  tradi¬ 
tional  church  boundaries. 

The  Rev.  Konrad  Raiser,  who 
became  general  secretary  of  the 
Geneva-based  ecumenical  body 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
called  on  church  leaders  meeting 
in  Louisville,  Ky.  to  adopt  a 
“household  of  life”  approach  to 
ecumenical  relations  that  will 
push  the  boundaries  of  the  move¬ 
ment  outward. 

At  a  recent  two-day  meeting, 
Mr.  Raiser  said  the  ecumenical 
movement  must  move  beyond 
“church-centeredness”  to  em¬ 
brace  “all  who  confess  God”  and 
share  the  aims  of  the  council,  al¬ 


though  they  may  operate  outside 
official  church  structures. 

Mr.  Raiser  acknowledged  that 
the  exact  implications  of  such 
changes  remain  unclear  for  the 
World  Council,  which  represents 
more  than  300  church  bodies 
worldwide. 

“The  new  shape  of  a  post-de¬ 
nominational  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  life  is  difficult  to  predict,” 
he  said. 

“For  the  time  being  we  have 
no  real  alternative  to  basing  the 
conciliar  movement  on  historical 
church  structures,  but  we  must 
remain  open  to  communities  that 
do  not  live  according  to  our  rules 
and  patterns.” 

Mr.  Raiser  was  speaking  at  the 
1993  meeting  of  the  U.S.  Confer¬ 
ence  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  conference  helps  in¬ 
terpret  and  carry  out  the  work  of 
the  council  in  the  United  States. 


Robertson  clashes  with 
watchdogs  on  prayer 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — A  campaign  to 
encourage  public  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  to  lead  prayers  at  their  gradua¬ 
tion  services  drew  a  warning  recently 
from  a  church-state  separation  group. 

The  campaign,  announced  recently 
by  Pat  Robertson’s  American  Center 
for  Law  and  Justice,  is  based  on  the 
notion  that  if  student  bodies  vote  to 
have  prayers  at  graduation  ceremo¬ 
nies  they  are  legal,  despite  a  Supreme 
Court  ruling  in  June  of  1992. 

According  to  the  ruling,  school 
officials  violate  religious  freedom 
when  they  invite  clergy  to  lead  grad¬ 
uation  prayers. 

The  pro-prayer  legal  group  at  Mr. 
Robertson’s  center  cites  a  different 
ruling — one  handed  down  last  No¬ 
vember  by  the  5th  U.S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals. 

That  court  said  that  a  prayer  spo¬ 
ken  by  a  student  and  approved  by 
the  student  committee  of  the  gradu¬ 
ation  ceremony  was  constitutional¬ 
ly  permissible. 

“A  majority  of  students  can  do 
what  the  state  acting  on  its  own  can¬ 
not  do  to  incorporate  prayer  in  public 
high  school  graduation  ceremonies,” 
the  court  said. 

The  center  said  it  has  circulated 
300,000  bulletins  promoting  that 
reasoning  and  urging  school  boards 
to  let  students  vote  whether  or  not 
to  have  prayers. 

Mr.  Robertson’s  group,  which  says 
it  is  involved  in  130  graduation 
prayer  disputes  in  25  states,  has 
promised  to  send  free  “SWAT 
teams”  of  constitutional  lawyers  to 
argue  and  sue  on  behalf  of  graduating 
seniors  or  concerned  public  officials. 

One  of  those  disputes  is  in  Chesa¬ 
peake,  Va.,  where  a  councilman,  Pe¬ 
ter  P.  Duda  Jr.,  has  threatened  to 
unleash  a  Robertson  SWAT  team 
on  his  own  school  system  in  his  ef¬ 
fort  to  continue  a  baccalaureate  ser¬ 
vice,  a  long  tradition  that  was 
canceled  this  year  on  the  advice  of 
school  lawyers. 

Said  Mr.  Duda,  a  20-year  em- 


"They  can  talk  about 
condoms  and  sex  and 
abortion  and  all  that.  But 
they  can't  talk  about 
religion 

— Peter  P.  Duda  Jr. 


ployee  at  Mr.  Robertson’s  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network,  “They  can 
talk  about  condoms  and  sex  and 
abortion  and  all  that.  But  they  can’t 
talk  about  religion. . . .  That’s  just 
stupid.” 

But  Barry  Lynn,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Americans  United  for  Separa¬ 
tion  of  Church  and  State,  a  civil 
liberties  watchdog  group,  called  the 
center’s  campaign  “a  disgraceful  at¬ 
tempt  to  evade  the  clear  intent  of 
the  Supreme  Court.” 

“Pat  Robertson’s  legal  group  is 
trying  to  mislead  school  boards 
about  the  high  court’s  wise  and 
proper  decision  on  graduation 
prayers,”  Mr.  Lynn  said. 

“School  board  members  should 
turn  to  their  own  attorneys  and  oth¬ 
er  objective  legal  experts  on  this 
matter — not  to  Robertson's  ideo¬ 
logically  driven  lawyers.” 

Mr.  Lynn  noted  that  it  was  to 
protect  religious  minorities  from 
having  the  religious  desires  of  the 
majority  imposed  on  them  that  lay 
behind  the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling 
last  June  in  Lee  vs.  Weisman. 

In  that  ruling,  Justice  Anthony 
Kennedy  said  that,  “While  in  some 
societies  the  wishes  of  the  majority 
might  prevail,  the  Establishment 
Clause  of  the  First  Amendment  is 
addressed  to  this  contingency  and 
rejects  the  balance  urged  upon  us. 

“The  Constitution  forbids  the 
state  to  exact  religious  conformity 
from  a  student  as  the  price  of  at¬ 
tending  her  own  high  school  gradu¬ 
ation,”  Mr.  Kennedy  said. 

Mark  O'Keefe  contributed  infor¬ 
mation  to  this  story. 


Let  Ellie  worship  where 
she  pleases,  says  reader 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  don’t  agree  with  your  reply  to 
Ellie  on  what  she  should  do  because 
the  pastor  wants  her  to  join  the 
church  where  she  works. 

I  think  this  church  and  pastor  are 
covered  by  the  same  laws  and  regu¬ 
lations  that  I  am  covered  by  in  my 
business.  I  have  no  legal  right  to  tell 
any  employee  what  church  to  be¬ 
long  to  or,  for  that  matter,  what  to 
believe. 

This  pastor  needs  to  be  brought  up 
to  date  on  the  law,  if  not  to  have  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  respect  for  the  personal  pref¬ 
erences  of  the  church  employees. 

Roger 

Dear  Roger: 

You  raise  a  troubling  point  about 
the  relationship  between  the  church 
and  the  government. 

I'm  not  an  attorney,  and  you  don’t 
indicate  you  are  either.  The  church 
certainly  should  be  informed  if  in¬ 
deed  it  is  included  in  the  law  cover¬ 
ing  employees.  However,  this  is  a 


Dear 

Deborah 

murky  subject  because  sometimes 
churches  are  exempt  from  laws  that 
apply  to  businesses. 

For  example,  it’s  my  understand¬ 
ing  that  churches  are  exempt  from 
the  provisions  regarding  accessibility 
for  people  with  disabilities. 

This  also  raises  a  challenge  for 
churches  to  consider: 

What  is  the  Christian  thing  to  do 
when  a  church  is  not  compelled  by 
law? 

You  are  certainly  right  that  the 
pastor  could  have  more  respect  for 
the  secretary  and  her  choice  of  be¬ 
liefs  and  church  membership. 

I  hope  that  all  church  members 
will  give  this  some  prayerful  atten¬ 
tion,  since  how  we  treat  employees  is 
a  powerful  witness  to  what  we  actu¬ 
ally  believe. 


Well-known  hymn  has 
evangelical  roots,  flavor 


Alas,  and  did  my  Savior  bleed, 

And  did  my  Sovereign  die? 

Would  he  devote  that  sacred  head 
For  sinners  such  as  I? 

At  the  cross,  at  the  cross  where  I  first 
saw  the  light, 

And  the  burden  of  my  heart  rolled 
away: 

It  was  there  by  faith  I  received  my 
sight. 

And  now  I  am  happy  all  the  day. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  stanzas  of  the  hymn  were 
written  by  Isaac  Watts  and  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  “Hymns  and  Spiritual 
Songs”  published  in  London  in 
1707.  As  a  four-line  hymn,  these 
stanzas  have  been  sung  across  the 
years  to  several  common  meter 
tunes,  such  as  “Avon.” 

In  1885  Ralph  E.  Hudson  used 
Watts’s  stanzas,  added  a  refrain, 
wrote  a  new  tune,  and  published  it 
as  a  gospel  song  entitled  “At  the 
Cross.” 

Hudson's  music,  well-known  by 
evangelical  Christians,  has  the  fla¬ 
vor  of  American  evangelism  of  the 
late  19th  century. 

A  licensed  minister  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Hudson 
devoted  most  of  his  time  to  evange¬ 
listic  work  but  was  also  active  in 


History 
of  Hymns 

songwriting  and  songbook  publish¬ 
ing.  He  lived  in  Alliance,  Ohio. 

There  is  great  similarity  between 
Hudson’s  version  and  a  song  enti¬ 
tled  “Take  Me  Home,”  dating  from 
the  mid- 19th  century. 

Take  me  home  to  the  place  where  I 
first  saw  the  light, 

To  the  sweet  sunny  South  take  me 
home. 

Where  the  mockingbird  sung  me  to 
rest  every  night. 

Ah,  why  was  I  tempted  to  roam? 

Hudson  apparently  liked  the 
song,  borrowed  the  phrase  “where  I 
first  saw  the  light,”  and  changed 
“the  sweet  sunny  South”  to  “at  the 
cross”  for  the  opening  of  the  re¬ 
frain. 

For  over  a  century  Hudson’s  song 
has  grown  in  popularity  so  much 
that  Isaac  Watts  would  probably  be 
surprised  at  the  widespread  usage  of 
his  hymn.  But  if  today’s  usage  is 
any  measure  of  endurance,  Hud¬ 
son's  version  will  be  around  for 
quite  some  time. 


Warm  Hugs  ♦  Home  Made  Cookies  ♦  Quiet  Talks 
Christmas  Traditions  ♦  Picnics  ♦  Birthday  Cake 

♦  Vegetable  Gardens  ♦  Little  League 
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Piano  Lessons 
Kittens  ♦ 


♦  Bedtime  Prayers 
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Allowances  ♦  Easter  Dresses  ♦  ”  5 
Popcorn  Balls  ♦  Lullabies 


Fresh  Flowers 
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Puppies 


Homemade  Ornaments  ♦  Hair  Ribbons 
School  Mornings  ♦  Christmas  Stockings 
Birthday  Surprises  ♦  Summer  Vacations  ♦  Dinner  Time 
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There  is  no  Substitute  for  a  Good 

MOTHER 
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When 

children  write 
their  pastors 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


Jesus  said,  "Unless  we  become  as  little  children  we  cannot  receive 
the  kingdom  of  God.  As  I  visit  with  the  children  around  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  I  see  clearly  what  he  meant.  Children  are  so  honest  and  trans¬ 
parent  that  they  often  call  our  adult  games  into  judgement. 


A  little  boy  present  in  a  congregation  I  once  served,  sent  me  the  fol¬ 
lowing  note  after  worship: 


Dear  Dr.  Oden, 

You  are  the  best  minister  I  have  ever  met.  I  do  not  know  any 
other  ministers! 


Bill  Adler  has  written  a  little  book  called  Dear  Pastor  that  I  recently 
received  as  a  gift.  I  want  to  share  a  few  letters  from  children  to  their 
minister. 

Dear  Pastor, 

Please  pray  for  all  the  airline  pilots.  I  am  flying  to  California 
tomorrow. 

Laurie 


Dear  Pastor, 

Who  does  God  pray  to?  Is  there  a  God  for  God? 

Sincerely, 

Christopher 


Dear  Pastor, 

If  God  rested  on  the  7th  day,  why  do  kids  still  have  to  go  to 
Sunday  School? 

Yours  sincerely, 
Jerry 


I  cherish  the  following  letter  which  I  received  recently  from  a  child: 


Dear  Bishop  Oden, 

Enclosed  is  a  $  10  pledge  for  the  Conference  Center.  If  my  al¬ 
lowance  is  raised,  I  will  increase  my  pledge.  Can  my  Sunday 
School  class  also  pledge?  I  am  eager  for  the  Center  to  be  built,  es¬ 
pecially  the  swimming  pool. 

Sincerely, 

Jake 


CSRW  speaker,  Dr.  Kreutziger 
to  talk  about  sexual  harassment 


Dr.  Sarah 
Kreutziger,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  social 
work  at  Tulane 
University  in 
New  Orleans  and 
active  United 
Methodist  lay¬ 
person,  will 
speak  on  “Sexual 
Harassment  and 


Dr.  Sarah 

_ _  Kreutziger 

the  Church  and  Society,”  at  the  an¬ 
nual  luncheon  planned  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

The  event,  held  the  week  of  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  is  scheduled  Tues¬ 
day,  June  8,  12:30  p.m.  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Kreutziger,  a  member  of  Munhol- 
land  UMC,  Metairie,  is  Conference 
chair  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  a  member  of  the  Conference 
Communications  Committee  which 
she  formerly  chaired. 

“The  Commission  will  celebrate 
women’s  participation  in  the  heal- 


A  lay  Bible  student  writes 


Learning  the  way  to  discipleship 


When  members  of  Nolley  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  completed  the  Disciple 
Bible  Study,  a  member  of  the  class 
led  by  the  Rev.  William  E.  “Wishy” 
Nolan,  pastor,  communicated  her 
feelings  in  writing. 

Among  10  graduates  in  the  Bible 
study  course,  Jane  Baker  expressed 
her  “Look  Back”  at  the  journey  into 
and  through  the  Bible,  Eloise  Cox, 


publicity  chair  of  Nolley,  reported. 

Baker  started  with  a  Biblical 
quote,  “If  you  make  my  word  your 
home,  you  will  indeed  be  my  disci¬ 
ples.”  John  8:31. 

She  wrote,  “My  walk  through  the 
ages  of  our  universe  was  a  lesson  in 
learning  —  not  always  understand¬ 
ing  —  but  as  we  moved  through, 
the  way  became  clear. 

“I  feel  I  am  better  acquainted 
with  God’s  plan  for  us.  He  was  a 
creating  God,  a  law  giver;  ever  for¬ 
giving  as  the  people  wandered  from 
the  path  on  which  he  was  trying  to 
lead  —  always  coming  back  to  give 
another  chance  to  wandering  chil¬ 
dren. 

“The  great  Biblical  characters 
were  our  companions  along  the 
way.  Then,  His  Son  came  to  give  us 
the  pattern  of  life  that  we  should 
follow. 

“His  was  the  way  to  true  disciple¬ 
ship.”  —  Mary  Baker,  April  1993. 
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Eloise  Cox,  SECOND  FROM  LEFT,  of  Jena,  listens  to  the  Rain  Stick  at 
"Celebrate!"  the  Worship  Arts  Workshop.  Also  enjoying  the  rain 
sound  from  the  South  African  cactus,  are  Clare  Woosley,  EXTREME 
LEFT,  of  Baton  Rouge;  the  Rev.  Barry  Hoekstra,  associate  pastor  of 
Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  and  Dorease  Wethey,  RIGHT,  of  Baton 
Rouge.  They  were  among  participants  in  the  Conference-wide 
event  April  23  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


A  Moravian  cross,  a  symbol  similar  to  one  used  by  John  Wesley's 
friends,  centers  the  table  laid  with  food  for  a  Love  Feast  at  the  re¬ 
cent  Worship  Arts  Workshop.  The  leader,  the  Rev.  Judy  Loehr, 
ABOVE,  of  Nashville,  explains  about  the  service  from  The  United 
Methodist  Book  Of  Worship. 


Love  Feast,  Healing  Services 
explored  at  worship  workshop 
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ing  ministries  of  Christ  as  we  honor 
the  recipient  of  the  Sojourner  Truth 
Award  and  all  females  who  will  be 
ordained  as  elders  and  consecrated 
as  diaconal  ministers  during  the 
Conference,”  the  Rev.  Kibbie  Hat¬ 
field,  a  member  of  the  Commission, 
said. 

Through  May  10,  CSRW  will  ac¬ 
cept  nominations  of  lay  or  clergy 
women  for  the  Sojourner  Truth 
Award. 

“All  nominations  must  be  written 
with  a  brief  description  of  how  the 
nominee’s  faith  has  been  applied  to 
her  life,”  Hatfield  said. 

Send  nominations  to:  Rev.  Kib¬ 
bie  Hatfield,  711  N.  Charter  St 
Delhi,  LA  71232. 

Cost  of  the  CSRW  luncheon  is  $7 
per  person  and  prepaid  reservations 
are  required. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  with  a  memo  for 
CSRW  Luncheon.  Send  to  CSRW 
Luncheon,  P.  O.  Box  448,  Ferriday, 
LA  71334. 


The  Love  Feast,  services  of  Heal¬ 
ing,  Baptismal  Renewal  and  many 
forms  of  vital  worship  were  ex¬ 
plored  at  the  Worship  Arts  Work¬ 
shop  held  April  23.  Sponsored  by 
the  Louisiana  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and 
Other  Arts  and  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  event 
was  held  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge. 

Leader  was  the  Rev.  Judy  Loehr, 
director  of  worship  and  liturgy  at 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nash¬ 
ville  and  pastor  of  a  mission  church 
in  that  city. 

She  went  through  The  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship  and 
discussed  services,  rituals  and 
prayers  included  in  the  book.  “It  is 
a  rich,  rich  book,”  she  said. 


The  Love  Feast  or  Agape  Meal,  is 
a  Christian  fellowship  meal  recall¬ 
ing  the  meals  Jesus  shared  with  dis¬ 
ciples  during  his  ministry  and 
expressing  the  koinonia  (communi¬ 
ty,  sharing,  fellowship)  enjoyed  by 
the  family  of  Christ. 


V  Aft 

Bishop  Roy  L  Sano 

Registration  deadline  nears 


United  Methodist  Men  plan  trip 
to  international  meet  in  Indiana 


Ron  Sarver 


Plan  now  to  be  a  part  of  the  50  to  60  United 
Methodist  Men  from  Louisiana  who  will  attend  the 
Sixth  International  Congress  of  United  Methodist 
Men. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  Purdue  University  in 
West  Lafayette,  Indiana,  July  16-18.  The  men  from 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  part  of  about  6,000 
men  attending  from  all  over  the  world,  Ron  Sarver. 

Conference  UMM  president,  said. 

Inspirational  Gathering 

“You  wonder  what  can  attract  this  many  men  to  an  event  like  this? 
The  outstanding  leaders  set  the  stage  for  a  truly  inspirational  gather¬ 
ing,”  he  stated. 

These  include  keynote  speaker,  Dr.  Zan  W.  Holmes,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  preaching,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas;  Dr.  G. 
Ross  Freeman,  author  of  Our  Spiritual  Journey  for  Men  and  editor  of 
Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate  in  Atlanta;  Dr.  Randy  W.  Nugent,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary.  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries;  Bishop  Roy  I 
Sano,  of  Los  Angeles  Area,  and  Dr.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr.,  general  sec¬ 
retary,  General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of  the  UM 
Church. 

“A  Man  Sent  from  God”  is  the  theme. 

Memorable  Music 

“Add  the  voices  of  6,000  men  singing  together  or  the  Lake  Juna- 
luska  Singers,  and  the  special  music  by  song  leaders,  Jake  Thorpe  and 
Bill  Mann  and  our  own  Purdue  UMM  Choir  and  you  have  an  event 
that  will  live  in  your  memory  forever,”  Sarver  said. 

He  stressed  that  the  program  is  for  men  of  all  ages,  nationalities 
and  ethnic  origins.  “We  will  all  come  together  as  one  for  this  event.” 

About  30  men  from  Louisiana  have  registered. 

Others  should  register  as  soon  as  possible.  For  in¬ 
formation  about  registration  or  transportation  A. 

contact  the  UMM  district  presidents  or  Sarver 
(318)981-9401. 


Occasional  Service 

Persons  from  all  over  the  state  at¬ 
tended  and  participated  in  a  Love 
Feast.  In  the  worship  book,  it  is  list¬ 
ed  on  page  581  under  “Occasional 
Services.” 

“The  Love  Feast  is  not  to  be  con¬ 
fused  with  the  eucharist,  it  is  NOT 
informal  communion,”  Loehr  em¬ 
phasized. 


Laity  can  lead 

“The  circuit  riders,  who  were  not 
always  ordained  ministers,  used  it,” 
Loehr  explained.  “Any  Christian 
may  conduct  the  service.  Tradition¬ 
ally  it  usually  involved  children  and 
included  testimony  and  praise.” 

The  Love  Feast  at  the  workshop 
included  prayer,  scripture,  personal 
concerns  and  spontaneous  testimo¬ 
nies,  the  singing  of  requested  new 
hymns  from  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  and  the  sharing  of  muffins 
and  grapes. 

Loehr  taught  by  allowing  partici¬ 
pants  to  experience  a  variety  of 
worship  services  including  Morning 
Praise  and  Prayer,  Reaffirmation  of 
Baptism  Renewal  and  Evening 
Praise  and  Prayer  with  a  Service  of 
Incense  which  included  liturgical 
dancing  by  Rosalie  Branigan. 

Suzanne  Cate  of  Shreveport 
chaired  the  workshop. 


During  Women's  History  Month,  Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan  City 
chose  to  have  "visitors  from  afar.  Biblical  women,"  visit  the 
church  each  Sunday.  The  costumed  women  and  the  chair  of  the 
event  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Harriet  Folse  as  Rebekah;  Sue  Andrews 
as  Hannah;  lla  Hardee,  directoress;  Laurie  Dalton  as  Sarah,  and 
Marietta  Race  as  Mary,  mother  of  Jesus.  The  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron 
Sr.  is  pastor  and  Folse  is  Administrative  Board  chair. 


Around  the  Conference 


World-renowned  heart  surgeon 
Dr.  Michael  DeBakey  will  present 
the  Commencement  Address  at 
Centenary  College’s  1993  Baccalau¬ 
reate  and  Commencement  Exer¬ 
cises  Saturday,  May  8,  at  2:30  p.m. 
in  the  Gold  Dome. 

A  native  of  Lake  Charles,  he  for¬ 
merly  received  M.D.  and  M.S.  de¬ 
grees  from  Tulane  University  where 
he  later  taught.  He  is  professor  and 
chairman  of  the  Department  of  Sur¬ 
gery  at  Baylor  University  in  Hous¬ 
ton. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Schwab,  Centenary’s 
president,  and  Dr.  Robert  Bareikis, 
dean  of  the  college,  will  present  160 
undergraduate  degrees  and  65  grad¬ 
uate  degrees.  The  event  is  open  to 
the  public,  Janie  Flournoy,  Office 
of  Public  Relations,  said. 


Not  Speak,”  in  which  he  recalls  the 
events  that  transpired. 


las,  will  deliver  Dillard  University’s 
124th  Baccalaureate  address  on 
Sunday,  May  16,  at  5:30  p.m.  on 
Kearny  Terrace.  A  book  by  Holmes, 
Encountering  Jesus  was  released 
last  year  by  Abingdon  Press. 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  at¬ 
tend,  Robert  G.  Miller,  director  of 
university  relations,  said. 


Noted  theologian,  Dr.  Zan  Wes¬ 
ley  Holmes  Jr,  (pictured  elsewhere 
on  this  page)  associate  professor  of 
preaching  at  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  SMU  and  senior  pastor  of 
St.  Luke  Community  UMC  in  Dal- 


A  Holocaust  Memorial  Service 
was  held  recently  at  First  UMC,  Al¬ 
exandria.  The  annual  event  was  for 
the  entire  community  and  all  de¬ 
nominations. 

Speaker  was  Dr.  Leon  Bass,  re¬ 
tired  high  school  principal  from 
Philadelphia.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  African-American  battalion  of 
the  U.S.  Army  that  was  among  the 
first  to  enter  and  liberate  Dachau 
and  Buchenwald  concentration 
camps. 

United  Methodist  Thilo  Steins- 
chulte,  who  was  a  young  German 
soldier  during  the  Holocaust,  gave  a 
recollection  of  his  memories. 


The  United  States  Holocaust  Me¬ 
morial  Museum  near  the  National 
Mall  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  was  ded¬ 
icated  April  22  and  is  now  open  to 
visitors.  The  museum  was  mandat¬ 
ed  by  a  unanimous  act  of  Congress 
in  1980  and  built  with  private  do¬ 
nations.  It  is  an  educational  facility 
and  memorial  to  the  Holocaust  vic¬ 
tims. 

A  booklet,  “Rescue  and  Good¬ 
ness,  Reflections  on  the  Holo¬ 
caust,”  is  available  by  writing:  Jan 
Hyland,  USHMM,  c/o  Robinson, 
Lake  Lerer  &  Montgomery,  1667  K 
St.,  NW,  Suite  900,  Washington  DC 
20006,  or  call  (202)  457-6394. 


ticipated  in  a  Hunger  Simulatic 
Meal  presented  by  New  Orleai 
Chapter  of  Bread  for  the  Worl 
Held  in  March,  “it  was  a  dramat 
recreation  of  the  dynamics  of  worl 
food  distribution  and  an  exercise  i 
plenty  and  need  that  those  attern 
ing  will  never  forget,”  Elizabet 
Hutton,  administrative  assistan 
said.  Director  of  the  chapter,  Sist< 
Jane  Remson,  led  a  study  on  hungt 
each  Wednesday  night  of  th 
month. 


He 


Parker  Memorial  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  held  a  special  concert  cele¬ 
brating  children  and  youth  Sunday, 
May  2,  at  7  p.m.  It  featured  two 
choirs,  the  Rainbow  Singers  and 
The  Methodist  Connection  directed 
by  Connie  Breaux.  Proceeds  will 
support  the  Parker  Youth  Summer 
Mission  Trip. 


has  written  an  essay  entitled,  “I  Did  Rayne  UMC,  New  Orleans,  par- 


The  advent  of  legalized  gamblii 
in  Louisiana  has  created  probler 
for  some  of  its  citizens  and  visitoi 
A  workshop,  “Gambling:  Recre 
tion  or  Addiction?”  will  deal  wi 
problems  of  the  compulsive  gar 
bier. 

Dr.  Robert  Hunter  of  Las  Veg; 
will  conduct  the  workshop  spo 
sored  by  The  Center  for  Addicti' 
Disorders  and  the  Division  of  Coi 
tinuing  Education,  LSU,  Shrev 
port.  Scheduled  for  May  13-14,  tl 
workshop  will  be  held  at  Universe 
Center  Theater,  LSU,  Shrevepoi 
United  Methodist  minister,  th 
Rev.  Dale  Hensarling,  is  the  center 
executive  director. 


Faith  forum 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Moral  issue:  When  do  we  intervene? 


A  vital  moral  issue,  one  that  per¬ 
plexes  and  divides  Christians,  con¬ 
nects  events  as  seemingly  unrelated 
as  the  following: 

■  The  struggle  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  to  decide  what  to  do,  if  any¬ 
thing,  to  end  the  war  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia; 

■  Actions  taken  by  U.S.  federal 
agents,  both  initially  and  at  the  end, 
to  deal  with  the  Branch  Davidian 
cult; 

■  The  public  debate  fueled  by  Dr. 
Jack  Kevorkian  over  the  morality  of 
physician-assisted  suicide;  and 

■  Ongoing  societal  tensions  re- 

What  is 
'just  war'? 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  connection 
with  the  editorial  above,  the  Report¬ 
er  reprints  a  summary  offered  in 
1991  in  a  different  context.  The 
reader  is  encouraged  mentally  to 
substitute  “forceful  intervention”  in 
place  of  “war”  in  this  summary. 

The  “just  war”  approach  to  con¬ 
flict  traces,  its  origins  to  St.  Augustine 
(354-430).  Christians  across  the  cen¬ 
turies  have  formulated  numerous  ap¬ 
proaches  of  the  “just  war  theory.” 
Following  are  the  basic  elements  as 
presented  by  church  historian  Ro¬ 
land  Bainton  and  others. 

■  A  legitimate  authority  must  de¬ 
clare  war. 

■  The  cause  for  war  must  be  just. 

■  Intentions  motivating  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war  must  be  right. 

■  There  must  be  probability  of 

success. 

■  The  war  must  be  directed 
against  unjust  aggressors,  not 
against  innocent  people. 

■  The  good  achieved  by  war  must 
outweigh  its  harm. 


Editorial 

garding  the  acceptability  of  abortion. 

The  issue: 

Is  forceful  intervention  in  the  lives 
of  others  ever  justified? 

We  believe  that  for  Christians  the 
issue  is  “when,”  not  “if.”  A  God 
who  intervenes  in  human  life,  even 
forcefully  and  through  so  dramatic 
a  form  as  the  birth  and  death  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  calls  us  on  occasion  to 
dare  the  same. 

Prayerfully  and  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we,  too, 


must  at  times  risk  forcefully  inter¬ 
vening  in  human  affairs  even  when 
results  can’t  be  guaranteed.  This  is 
at  least  one  practical  implication  of 
living  by  faith. 

What  isn’t  clear,  even  under  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  knowing 
when  forceful  intervention  is  called 
for  and  when  it  is  not. 

For  example,  the  Christian  con¬ 
science  is  naturally  troubled  by  the 
risk  if  not  the  certainty  of  death  as  a 
byproduct  of  forceful  intervention 
in  social  or  personal  conflict. 

But  similarly  abhorrent  is  the  risk 
of  nonintervention  in  such  circum¬ 
stances,  namely  the  risk  of  prolong- 
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Humans  learn  early  to  use  violence  to  resolve  conflicts,  as  shown  by 
these  four  Bosnian  boys  playing  with  guns  despite  the  war  that  tears 
apart  their  country.  While  Christians  have  long  employed  a  theory 
by  which  the  use  of  force  can  be  justified  (see  explanation  at  left), 
they  must  also  pray  and  work  toward  more  non-lethal  forms  of  in¬ 
tervention  (see  editorial  above). 


ing  or  multiplying  human  suffering. 

As  shown  by  longstanding  de¬ 
bates  over  suicide  and  abortion, 
such  dilemmas  continue  to  divide 
Christians.  As  a  result,  our  witness 
is  muted  when,  for  example,  we  ad¬ 
vise  public  leaders  on  complex  is¬ 
sues  like  the  Yugoslavian  war  or 
give  counsel  about  intensely  person¬ 
al  matters  such  as  whether  it  is  ever 
proper  to  assist  a  suffering  loved 
one  to  die. 

When  issues  of  forceful  interven¬ 
tion  arise,  how  should  we  as  Chris¬ 
tians  respond? 

We  recommend  the  following: 

1 )  Reclaim  and  refurbish  the 
“just  war”  theory  that  Christians 
over  the  centuries  have  used  to  help 
decide  if  a  contemplated  act  of 
force  fulfills  norms  of  justice  and 
compassion  (see  explanation  at  left). 

Although  some  have  questioned 
the  applicability  of  the  theory  to 
modem  conditions,  others  have  ap¬ 
plied  it  usefully  to  unlikely  areas  of 
forceful  intervention  such  as  organ 
transplants.  Used  as  a  tool  and  not  a 
panacea,  the  theory  merits  a  revival 
by  thoughtful  Christians.  Might  it 
with  refinements,  for  example,  help 
establish  the  possibility  of  a  “just  sui¬ 
cide”  or  a  “just  abortion”? 

2)  Seek  to  combine  compassion, 
imagination  and  effectiveness  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  create  non-lethal  forms  of 
intervention. 

Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  re¬ 
cently  called  for  such  efforts  in  the 
tragic  aftermath  of  the  Branch  Davi¬ 
dian  debacle.  We  should  support  the 
development  of  non-lethal  alterna¬ 
tives  with  both  prayer  and  practice. 

Specifically,  we  should  bring  to 
Ms.  Reno’s  attention  the  significant 
body  of  work  on  non-violent  meth¬ 
ods  of  intervention  developed  by 
members  of  the  so-called  historic 
“peace  churches”  such  as  the  Men- 
nonites,  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
the  Society  of  Friends. 


mV,  cjukitiy  cfi  riicuus. 

We  must  counter  handgun  myths  with  logic 
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By  ROBERT  L  CROCKETT 

More  than  24,000  people  were 
murdered  in  the  U.S.  in  1991 — the 
largest  number  in  our  history. 

As  in  prior  years,  the  weapon  of 
choice  was  the  handgun.  And  for 
every  person  killed  by  a  handgun, 
there  are  at  least  three  others 
wounded  and  sometimes  disabled 
for  life. 

Handguns  also  were  used  with 
deadly  effectiveness  in  more  than 
12,000  suicides  and  were  involved 
in  a  multitude  of  tragic  accidents. 

The  mere  presence  of  the  hand¬ 
gun — no  matter  who  owns  it — cre¬ 
ates  a  statistical  probability  for 
homicide,  suicide  or  accident. 
There  is  no  way  around  this.  Yet 
the  following  arguments — myths  in 
my  view — continue  to  be  advanced 
for  handgun  proliferation. 

Stiffer  punishment  for  criminals 


Here  I  Stand 


Robert  L.  Crock¬ 
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Spring  Valley  Unit¬ 
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(North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


will  solve  the  problem  of  handgun  vi¬ 
olence. 

The  punishment  argument 
sounds  so  good  that  almost  no  one 
has  questioned  it.  In  truth,  howev¬ 
er,  the  stiffest  punishment  laws  will 
not  affect  most  handgun  deaths. 
Why?  Simply  because  the  majority 
of  such  tragedies  are  impulsive  acts 
which  don’t  involve  persons  with 
criminal  records.  A  recent  study 
shows  that  only  one  in  ten  handgun 


Does  a  handgun 
make  your  home 
safer?  Quite  the 
reverse,  asserts  a 
reader.  National 
statistics  show  that 
a  child  is  killed 
daily  by  a  handgun 
accident  in  the 
home  and  that  a 
handgun  in  the 
home  is  more  like¬ 
ly  to  harm  you  or 
your  family.  It's  for 
these  and  similar 
reasons  that  The 
United  Methodist 
Church  has  sup¬ 
ported  handgun 
control  since  1976. 
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deaths  is  caused  by  a  criminal. 

The  more  handguns  owned  by  citi¬ 
zens,  the  safer  our  society  will  be. 

Does  a  handgun  make  your  home 
safer?  Quite  the  reverse.  Studies 
show  that  any  such  gun  will  more 
likely  harm  you  or  your  family. 

Nationally,  a  child  is  killed  daily 
by  a  handgun  accident  in  the  home. 
Three  others,  age  1 9  and  under,  are 
killed  daily  in  cross-fire,  deliberate 
attacks  or  other  handgun  incidents. 
Today  we  are  hearing  much  about 
handguns  in  the  schools.  Where  do 
we  suppose  they  come  from?  A 
Florida  study  found  that  86  percent 
of  the  guns  taken  from  students 
were  from  their  homes. 

Handguns  are  not  inherently 
harmful. 

You’ve  heard  this  one:  “Guns  don’t 
kill  people — people  kill  people.” 

Fortunately  for  the  traveling  pub¬ 
lic,  the  airlines  haven’t  bought  that 
tired  argument.  They  know  that  the 
combination  of  people  and  hand¬ 
guns  is  lethal,  so  they  separate  the 
two. 

Guns  don’t  kill  people?  More 
male  teenagers  are  killed  by  guns 
than  by  all  natural  causes  com¬ 
bined. 

Controls  won’t  work. 

The  absence  of  controls  in  some 
states  provides  out-of-state  criminals 
an  easy  source  of  handguns.  New 
York  Police  Commissioner  Lee 
Brown  said  most  of  the  16,000  guns 
confiscated  by  his  department  in 
1989  were  “traced  to  Texas,  Florida 
and  other  states  with  weak  gun  laws.” 

Effective  controls  can  and  do 
work.  Maybe  that’s  why  so  many 
police  officials,  mayors  and  city 
councils  support  them. 


”...  Special  controls  should  be 
applied  to  the  handgun,  for  it  is  the 
most  deadly  and  least  utilitarian 
weapon  in  American  society.  Be¬ 
cause  the  handgun  is  concealable,  it 
is  the  weapon  of  crime;  because  the 
handgun  is  available,  it  is  the  in¬ 
strument  used  in  suicides  and 
crimes  of  passion. 

“Therefore,  we  call  upon  the 
United  States  government  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  national  ban  on  the  importa¬ 
tion,  manufacture,  sale,  and 
possession  of  handguns  and  hand¬ 
gun  ammunition  with  reasonable 
limited  exceptions  . . .” 

A  free  society  must  allow  unre¬ 
stricted  gun  ownership. 

This  may  be  the  most  emotional 
of  the  handgun  myths.  “God,  guns 
and  guts  made  America  free”  says  a 
bumper  sticker. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
First  Congress  didn’t  trust  (and 
couldn’t  afford)  standing  armies. 
That’s  why  they  limited  the  nation¬ 
al  army  to  840  men  and  worded  the 
Second  Amendment  as  follows: 

“A  well-regulated  Militia  being 
necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free 
State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep 
and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  in¬ 
fringed.” 

The  reference  is  clearly  to  state 
militias,  a  necessary  institution  of 
the  time. 

For  many  who  proclaim  the  con¬ 
stitutional  right  to  bear  arms,  it’s  a 
short  step  to  calling  it  a  God-given 
right.  (Remember  the  bumper  stick¬ 
er?)  As  nonsensical  as  this  may 
seem,  it  shows  the  depth  of  feeling 
on  the  issue.  It  demonstrates,  too, 
that  support  for  handguns  is  based 
more  on  emotion  than  on  logic. 


UMCOR  defends  refusal 
to  rebuild  rental  units 


We  at  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  are  grateful 
for  the  Reporter’s  continuing  cov¬ 
erage  of  Hurricane  Andrew.  Your 
admonitions  to  be  prepared  and  to 
exhibit  sensitivity  to  others  are  in 
order  (see  UMR,  March  26). 

But  the  conclusion  that  UMCOR 
guidelines  need  revision  because  we 
didn’t  use  church  funds  to  repair 
commercial  rental  property  is,  in 
our  opinion,  off  the  mark. 

It  is  true  that  60  percent  of  the 
people  in  Florida  lived  in  rental 
property.  Much  of  that  property 
was  in  poor  condition  and  over¬ 
priced. 

UMCOR’s  experience  in  disas¬ 
ters  is  that  repair  of  such  proper¬ 
ties  by  volunteers  often  results  in 
higher  rents  and  the  displacement 
of  the  very  people  we  seek  to  help. 
That’s  why  the  two-year  plan  of 
the  Miami  District  stresses  re¬ 
building  those  privately  owned 
houses  which  were  uninsured  or 
underinsured  and  developing  af¬ 
fordable  housing. 

The  response  to  those  victimized 
by  Hurricane  Andrew  was  unprece¬ 
dented.  But  the  task  is  not  over. 

Kenneth  Lutgen 
New  York,  New  York 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  Lutgen  is 
chief  executive  of  UMCOR. 

Praise  for  divesting 

For  almost  two  years  others  and 
I  have  been  asking  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  to  divest  our 
church  funds  from  the  Kmart 
Corp.  because  of  its  continued  dis¬ 
tribution  of  what  many  feel  are 
pornographic  magazines  through 
their  chain  of  Waldenbooks  (see 
UMR,  April  16). 

Letters  have  been  written,  peti¬ 
tions  sent  and  calls  have  been 
made  imploring  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  to  uphold  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  stand  against  por¬ 
nography  as  stated  in  the  Book  of 
Resolutions. 

Past  boards  have  not  seemed  re¬ 
ceptive.  My  past  communications 
with  them  have  indicated  they 
seemed  to  feel  it  was  an  insignifi¬ 
cant  matter  or  left  the  impression 
that  the  church  could  not  divest  it- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


self  because  it  would  lose  too 
much  money.  , 

Our  new  Board  of  Pensions  has 
moved  quickly  and  decisively  to 
take  a  stand  and  divest  our  funds 
from  Kmart,  and  for  this  they 
should  be  commended.  Even 
though  our  pension  fund  may  re¬ 
ceive  fewer  earnings,  it  is  the  right 
stand  to  take. 

Phillip  Plunk 
Albany,  Texas 

I  strongly  disagree 

I  strongly  disagree  with  Kenneth 
Tidmore’s  assertion  that  “Homo¬ 
sexuals  are  not  a  disadvantaged 
minority”  (see  UMR,  April  2). 

My  county  commission  recently 
voted  to  send  a  resolution  to  our 
U.S.  Senators  and  Representatives 
urging  them  to  vote  against  in¬ 
cluding  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Civil  Rights  Act  originally  adopt¬ 
ed  in  1964. 

Nearly  400  church-going  people 
were  bused  in  to  support  the  reso¬ 
lution.  The  atmosphere  was  not 
one  of  Christian  concern  but  of  ag¬ 
itation  and  self-righteousness. 

I  was  shocked  when  the  crowd, 
many  of  whom  were  waving  Bi¬ 
bles,  booed  a  Unitarian  minister,  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  a 
Catholic  priest,  a  Southern  Baptist 
layperson,  and  a  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  minister,  all 
of  whom  were  opposed  to  the  reso¬ 
lution.  When  the  resolution  was 
approved,  the  crowd  exploded 
into  chants  of  “No  more  queers!” 

If  wanting  to  be  treated  with 
dignity,  respect,  or  even  just  to  be 
left  alone  to  live  one’s  life  in  peace 
means  “special  rights,”  then  in 
Heaven’s  name  I  hope  we  are  all 
granted  these  rights.  However,  I 
think  upon  further  investigation 
one  would  find  that  those  like  Mr. 
Tidmore  don’t  feel  that  gays  de¬ 
serve  to  be  treated  like  human  be¬ 
ings;  much  less  like  everyone  else. 
Ann  Kidd-Culver 
Strawberry  Plains,  Tennessee 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  baby  boomers  now  having 

children  want  to  find  a  church  that 
will  be  their  one-stop  shop  for  mor¬ 
al  values.  Religion  becomes  a  de¬ 
based  commodity,  a  nostrum  to  fill 
emotional  voids  and  social  needs. 
Where  is  the  noble  idea  of  faith,  the 
hard-sought  convictions  that  are 
larger  than  self?  Shouldn’t  religion 
be  a  far  grander  thing?” 

— Kerry  Shetline,  Nashua,  N.H.,  in 
a  letter  to  “Time”  magazine. 

*  *  * 

“Our  Wesleyan  heritage  has  pro¬ 
vided  us  with  three  plain  rules  . . . 
gain,  save,  give.  We’re  encouraged 
to  gain  all  we  can  without  hurting 
others.  We’re  obliged  likewise  to 
save  all  we  can.  I  was  intrigued 


It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  , 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Know  your  Bible? 

1976  adopted  a  resolution  on  hand¬ 
guns  and  continues  to  stand  behind 
it.  On  page  505  of  the  1992  Book  of 
Resolutions  is  the  following: 
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Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“He  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the 
church;  he  is  the  beginning,  the 
firstborn  from  the  dead,  so  that  he 
might  come  to  have  first  place  in 
everything.” 


when  I  first  saw  new  punctuation  in 
Wesley’s  third  instruction.  Some¬ 
one  had  written:  ‘Give  all;  you  can!’ 
I’ve  put  this  principle  to  the  test. 
It’s  true.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Mary 
Ann  Swenson  (Denver  Area). 

*  *  * 

“God’s  act  of  salvation  in  Jesus 
Christ  has  changed  the  direction  of 
prayer.  An  anxious  striving  for  God 
has  been  changed  to  a  thankful  accep¬ 
tance  of  God.  . . .  This  theological  ap¬ 
proach  to  prayer  emphasizes  healing 
of  eyes  and  ears  so  we  may  see  and 
hear  and  know  God’s  presence...” 
—The  Rev.  Laurence  A.  Wagley,  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  writing  in 
“Christian  Century.” 
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Find  out  how.. 


(Last  week’s  answer  Galatians  4:4-5) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  9 

Sunday:  Psalms  31:1-5 
Monday:  Psalms  31:15-16 
Tuesday:  Acts  7:55-58 
tVednesday:  Acts  7:59-60 
Thursday:  1  Peter  2:2-6 
Friday:  1  Peter  2:7-10 
Saturday:  John  14:1-14 


Watch  Faces  on  Faith  every  week 

Conversations  with  noted  guests  who  respond  to  the  major  questions  of  faith, 
Sundays  6.30p.m.  Thursdays  3  p.m.  (EDT)  on  the  VISN  Cable  Network 
To  find  out  how  you  can  get  VISN  in  your  area 
Call  Beverly  Judge  at  1-212-602-9652  today.  ’ 

Faces  on  Faith  is  produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications  and  Trinity  Church  (Episcopal).  NYC. 
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HURRICANE  HERO:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  the  only  religious  organiza¬ 
tion  among  200  nominees  named  a  “Hurricane 
Hero”  recently  in  Miami.  Twenty  medals  were 
given  by  the  Allstate  Foundation  and  the  Points 
of  Light  Foundation  for  “meaningful  contribu¬ 
tions  through  direct,  voluntary  service  to  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  victims.”  Awards  were  based  on 
mobilization,  variety  of  services  and  continua¬ 
tion  of  services. 


TORNADO  RELIEF:  United  Methodists 
of  Oklahoma  are  helping  victims  of  an  April  24 
tornado  in  a  number  of  ways.  Among  them:  the 
Catoosa  United  Methodist  Church  is  providing 
space  for  the  Red  Cross  Service  Center  and  oth¬ 
er  relief  efforts;  the  conference  disaster  response 
committee,  headed  by  the  Rev.  David  Cressman 
of  Edmond,  Okla.,  contributed  $1,000  as  seed 
money  for  a  disaster  response  effort  in  Catoosa; 
and  conference  volunteers  in  mission,  directed 
by  the  Rev.  Larry  Acton,  are  in  Tulsa  and  Ca¬ 
toosa  to  help  with  clean-up  and  repairs.  The  tor¬ 
nado  caused  seven  deaths,  130  injuries  and 
$100  million  in  damages. 

ANSWERING  A  CALL:  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  American  University  in  Washington 
has  announced  the  resignation  of  its  president, 
Joseph  Duffey,  as  of  June  30.  He  has  accepted 
President  Clinton’s  nomination  to  become  di¬ 
rector  of  the  U.S.  Information  Agency.  New  in¬ 
terim  president  of  the  university  is  Elliott  S. 
Milstein,  dean  of  its  Washington  College  of 
Law. 

TO  GAIN  VOTE:  Black  South  Africans 
will  be  voting  for  an  interim  government  within 
a  year,  predicts  a  Methodist  minister  from  that 
country.  The  assassination  of  Chris  Hani,  a 
popular  black  leader,  will  probably  speed  up  the 
move  toward  elections,  said  Charles  Villa-Vi- 
cencio,  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa  and  a  professor  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  society  at  the  University  of  Cape  Town. 
He  was  participating  in  a  conference  on  religion 
and  human  rights  at  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta  in  late  April. 

WORKER  FOR  JUSTICE:  Members  of 

the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  expressed  sorrow  at  the  death  of  Ce¬ 
sar  Chavez,  founder  and  head  of  the  United 
Farm  Workers.  Officials  said  Mr.  Chavez  “in¬ 
stilled  in  countless  farmworkers  a  spirit  of  inde¬ 
pendence  and  called  the  churches  to  justice  in  a 
new  way.” 

'TAKEOVER  COMPLETE':  Saying  the 

“hostile  takeover  is  complete,”  three  trustees  of 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  re¬ 
signed  recently.  George  Steincross  of  Missouri, 
Jerry  Mahan  of  Georgia  and  Horace  Benjamin 
of  South  Carolina  are  identified  as  moderates  in 
the  13-year  internal  struggle  that  has  pitted 
moderates  against  fundamentalists  in  their  suc¬ 
cessful  efforts  to  gain  control  of  the  15  million- 
member  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

ANGLICANS  DEFECT:  A  2,000-mem¬ 
ber  Anglican  parish  in  London  voted  unani¬ 
mously  recently  to  convert  as  a  group  to  Roman 
Catholicism.  The  vote  came  just  hours  after  En¬ 
gland’s  Catholic  bishops  said  they  would  accept 
Anglican  congregations  en  bloc  along  with  their 
priests.  The  congregation  is  one  of  about  10  tra¬ 
ditionalist  congregations  expected  to  convert  to 
Catholicism  following  the  Church  of  England 
decision  in  November  to  allow  women  priests. 

INTERN  ANNOUNCED:  Carlton  El¬ 
liott  Smith,  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Divinity 
School  of  Howard  University  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  has  accepted  a  one-year  internship  at  Re¬ 
ligious  News  Service  in  New  York  in  a  program 
funded  by  the  Luce  Foundation.  Mr.  Smith  suc¬ 
ceeds  Yvonne  Samuel  who  will  return  to  the  “St. 
Louis  Post-Dispatch,”  where  she  is  a  reporter. 
Religious  News  Service  is  a  subsidiary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


DIRECTOR  ELECTED:  Faye  Pearson,  a 

missionary  in  Taiwan  for  24  years,  was  recently 
elected  as  area  mission  work  director  in  East 
Asia  by  trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  She  is  the  first  woman  elected 
as  an  area  director. 


Bishop  recalls  slavery's  shadow  in  church 


"[The  Central  Jurisdiction]  grew  out  of  the 
peculiar  institution  of  slavery.  It  showed  how 
embedded  [slavery  was]  in  America  and  how 
hard  it  was  to  tear  away  from  that  thinking." 

— Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 


REPORTER  STAFE  PHOTO  BV  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  had  just 
graduated  from  college  when  black  Methodists  were  segregat¬ 
ed  into  the  Central  Jurisdiction  in  1939.  Twenty-five  years  lat¬ 
er,  as  The  Methodist  Church  moved  to  eliminate  racial 
segregation,  Bishop  Thomas  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  and 
sent  to  serve  the  predominantly  white  Iowa  episcopal  area. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — Retired  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas  stood  in  the 
carved  wooden  pulpit  of  Dallas’ 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  historic  black  congre¬ 
gation,  and  began  to  tell  a  story. 

It  was,  he  acknowledged,  the 
story  of  a  “peculiar  institution.” 

The  phrase  “peculiar  institu¬ 
tion”  would  have  caught  the  ear 
of  any  historian  as  the  euphe¬ 
mism  by  which  Southerners  once 
referred  to  slavery.  But  on  Bish¬ 
op  Thomas’  lips,  the  phrase  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  shamefully  similar 
church  institution — the  racially 
segregated  Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  Central  Jurisdiction  came 
about  in  1939  when  three  Meth¬ 
odist  bodies — the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South  and  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church — 
ended  their  95-year  estrangement 
by  merging  to  form  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  a  forerunner  of  to¬ 
day’s  United  Methodist  Church 
(see  related  story  and  chart  on 
this  page). 

“There  was  one  brief  section  in 
that  1939  plan  of  union,”  Bishop 
Thomas  told  a  rapt  audience  at¬ 
tending  a  United  Methodist  His¬ 
torical  Society  gathering. 

The  Central  Jurisdiction:  The 
Negro  Annual  Conferences,  the 
Negro  Missionary  Conferences 
and  missions  in  the  United 
States. 

“That  ‘peculiar  institution’  of 
the  church  grew  out  of  the  pecu¬ 
liar  institution  of  slavery,”  he 
went  on.  "It  showed  how  embed¬ 
ded  [slavery  was]  in  America  and 


how  hard  it  was  to  tear  away 
from  that  thinking.” 

Voice  of  authority 

In  a  voice  of  authority  punctu¬ 
ated  by  his  outstretched  hands, 
Bishop  Thomas  then  took  his  lis¬ 
teners  on  a  vivid  journey  through 
the  history  of  Methodism  in 
America  and  its  relationship  to 
slavery. 

He  recounted  how,  though 
many  Methodist  leaders  publicly 
condemned  slavery,  the  practice 
continued  among  church  mem¬ 
bers  until  discord  over  a  Southern 
bishop’s  slaveholding  literally  rent 
Methodism  in  1844  into  northern 
and  southern  branches. 

Throughout  the  19th  Century, 
some  African-American  Method¬ 
ists  left — or  were  forced  from — 
the  predominantly  white  church. 
One  by  one,  these  groups  formed 
the  historically  black  Methodist 
denominations — African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal,  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal. 

Yet  some  African-Americans 
stayed  with  the  predominantly 
white  Methodist  denominations, 
Bishop  Thomas  noted,  for  three 
reasons: 

Y  Methodists’  attempts  to 
evangelize  African-Americans 
despite  the  limits  of  slavery  and 


racial  prejudice; 

Y  Exuberant  Methodist  wor¬ 
ship  that  expressed  “the  love  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  a  way  that 
changed  things”;  and,  most  of  all, 

Y  Methodism’s  ongoing  pro¬ 
phetic  witness  against  slavery  de¬ 
spite  frequent  setbacks  in 
practice  among  church  members. 

“Conscience  and  compro¬ 
mise — that’s  the  key  to  United 
Methodist  history,”  Bishop 
Thomas  said.  “We  have  keen  con¬ 
science,  but  because  we’re  so  var¬ 
ied  we  come  to  a  compromise.” 

One  more  compromise 

The  Central  Jurisdiction,  he 
continued,  was  another  such 
compromise. 

“It  was  peculiar,”  Bishop 
Thomas  said  again.  “It  was  not 
geographic;  some  black  annual 
conferences  covered  1 7  states.  It 
was  not  the  ideal  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  not  the  ideal  of  the 
church.  And  everybody  knew  it!” 

From  1948  through  1960,  first 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  and  then 
the  Methodist  General  Conference 
set  up  studies  seeking  ways  to 
merge  black  conferences  and  con¬ 
gregations  with  white  church  units. 

In  1960,  Mr.  Thomas,  then  the 
church's  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  executive  responsible  for 
black  colleges,  was  elected  to 


head  a  study  group  that  became 
known  as  the  Committee  of  Five. 
This  committee  prepared  the 
plan  to  merge  African-American 
annual  conferences  into  all-white 
annual  conferences.  The  process 
took  seven  years  ( 1 964-7 1 ). 

“It  took  tremendous  political 


negotiation,”  he  said.  “I  missed 
the  March  on  Washington  in  1 964 
with  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
where  I  dearly  wanted  to  be,  be¬ 
cause  I  was  in  Chicago  negotiating 
with  Methodists — and  they’re 
hard  to  negotiate  with!” 

The  plan  called  for  realign¬ 
ment  of  jurisdictional  bound¬ 
aries  to  take  in  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  eliminate  racial 
segregation  in  the  church  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  below). 


A  line  through  time 

The  segregation  and  integration  of  American  Methodism 


Of  3,148  Methodists 
in  the  colonies,  2,000  live 
south  of  the  Mason-Dixon  Line. 


1 862-  With  the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation 
some  145.000 
former  slaves 
in  ME  Church, 
South  leave 
to  join  AME 
and  AME  Zion. 


I  1870- 

i  I  reques 

A  I  black  r 

ml  Colore 

Church 


1 844-  Methodist  general  conference 
suspends  Georgian  Bishop  James 
Osgood  Andrew  for  his  ownership 
of  slaves.  The  issue  divides  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  into 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  The  southern 
church  has  225,000  slave  members. 


1  778-  Asbury  writes  into 
American  Book  of  Discipline 
that  no  Methodist  shall 
own  slaves.  Southern 
Methodists  ignore  the  edict. 


1  784-  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Is  formed.  14,000  hold  membership. 


“L 


1  830-  A  predominantly 
white  group  favoring 
lay  representation  at 
Methodist  general 
conference  leaves, 
forms  Methodist 
Protestant  Church. 


1  787-  Black  Methodists,  led  by  Richard  Allen, 
leave  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  after 
having  been  forbidden  communion  at  St. 
George's  Church,  Philadelphia. 


1 82 1  -  Varick  forms  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church  (AME  Zion).  6,000 
churches  today. 


1  796-  Black  Methodists, 
led  by  James  Varick 
leave  John  Street 
Church  in  New  York 
City  over  discrimination. 


1816-  Allen  forms  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  (AME).  6,200  churches  today. 


1 870-  ME  Church,  South  grants  a 
request  by  its  remaining  80,000 
black  members  to  form  the 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (CME). 


1 939-  The  Methodist 
Protestant,  Methodist 
Episcopal,  and  the 
ME  Church,  South 
unite  to  form  The 
Methodist  Church. 
Black  churches 
are  grouped  in  a 
single,  segregated 
Central  Jurisdiction. 


1 954-  CME  renamed  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  3,000  churches  today. 


Handbook  af  Denominations  in  the  United  States 
Bishop  James  S.  Thome 

Handbook  of  American  and  Canadian  Churches,  1991 


1 964-  The  Methodist  Church  enacts 
plans  to  merge  Central  Juris,  with 
geographic  jurisdictions.  Bishops 
James  S.  Thomas  and  Prince  A.  Taylor 
are  first  to  move  into  previously 
all-white  geographic  jurisdictions. 


1968-  The  United 
Methodist  Church 
(UMC)  formed  by 
union  of  the 
Methodists 
and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren. 


1 971  -  Merger  of  last  black 
conferences  into  geographic 
jurisdictions  marks  end  of 
the  Central  Jurisdiction. 

2R9B 


1992 

Preliminary  talks 
begin  on  possible 
merger  of  AME,  AME 
Zion.  CME  and  UMC. 
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Francis  Asbury  Richard  Allen 

.  .ear/r  American  . .  .founder,  AME 

Methodist  movement 


James  Varick  Lucius  H.  Holsey 

.  .founder,  AME  Zion  . .  .early  CME  leader 


Clasping  hands  on  the 
stage  of  the  uniting 
conference  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  in  1939,  were 
bishops  of  the  three 
churches  that  joined  to 
form  The  Methodist 
Church:  (from  left)  James, 
H.  Straughn,  Methodist 
Protestant  Church;  Edwin 
Holt  Hughes,  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  and 
John  M.  Moore, 
Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 


In  1964  at  the  next-to-last 
gathering  of  the  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Thomas  and  the  Rev. 
Prince  A.  Taylor  were  elected  to 
the  episcopacy  knowing  that  they 
would  move  within  a  month  into 
a  geographical  jurisdiction. 

'Somebody  had  to  go' 

“Somebody  had  to  go,”  Bishop 
Thomas  said,  his  voice  thickened 
by  emotion.  “Somebody  had  to 
break  out  of  the  narrow  confines. 

“There  was  criticism  that  we 
would  be  tokens.  Well,  I’ll  tell 
you,  a  token  that’s  just  a  token 
isn’t  worth  a  dime,  but  a  token 
who  serves  with  dignity  and  love 
prepares  the  way  for  those  who 
come  after.” 

Some  in  the  audience  wiped 
tears  from  their  eyes  as  the  re¬ 
vered  bishop  told  how  the  Iowa 
Annual  Conference  “broke  the 
silence”  by  requesting  that  he  be 
assigned  to  its  area. 

“Oh,  how  wonderful  to  be  want¬ 
ed!"  Bishop  Thomas  exclaimed. 

His  eyes  lit  by  the  rich  sunset 
rays  that  streamed  through  the 
stained  glass  church  windows, 

Bishop  Thomas  concluded  that 
the  official  end  of  the  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  hadn't  put  The  United 
Methodist  Church  “in  the  king¬ 
dom  yet”  as  far  as  full  inclusion 
of  people  of  all  races. 

“But  God  is  the  master  of  his¬ 
tory  and  He's  at  work  now,”  the 
bishop  assured  his  audience. 

“We  understand  that  He  has 
far  more  places  for  us  to  go  than 
we  have  ever  been.  And  on  that 
day,  the  Central  Jurisdiction  will 
be  remembered  only  as  a  29-year 
hiatus.” 


Central  Jurisdiction  separate  and  unequal 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

CINCINNATI,  Ohio— Some 
people  say  what  really  happened  25 
years  ago  was  a  merger  of  three 
groups:  The  Methodist  Church,  The 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  and  the  racially  segregated 
Methodist  Central  Jurisdiction. 
“From  1939  when  it  was  formed, 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  became 
both  beloved  and  a  source  of  con¬ 
tention  and  embarrassment,”  says 
Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Indiana 
Area)  in  his  new  book,  “Our  Time 
Under  God  is  Now.” 

For  blacks,  said  the  bishop,  the 
pain  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction  in¬ 
cluded: 

•Forced  segregation.  There  were 
some  22  black  annual  conferences 


in  1939.  When  the  proposal  came 
up  to  create  the  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  all  black  conferences  voted 
against  it.  But  favorable  votes  by 
most  predominantly  white  annual 
conference  prevailed. 

•Economic  disparities.  Clergy  in 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  had  differ¬ 
ent  housing  benefits,  different  sala¬ 
ry  structures  and  different 
retirement  pensions  from  clergy'in 
the  five  geographically  defined  ju¬ 
risdictions. 

“Black  Methodists  endeavored  to 
make  the  Central  Jurisdiction  effec¬ 
tive,”  he  said.  “We  elected  more 
black  bishops  and  provided  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  black  leadership. 

“Central  Jurisdiction  meetings 
were  a  source  of  spiritual  inspira¬ 
tion  to  the  black  membership,”  he 
continued.  “They  also  gave  us  the 


fellowship,  the  motivation  and  the 
arena  for  learning  church  issues. 

“The  white  church  had  more  of  a 
business  emphasis  and  not  the  same 
emphasis  on  spiritual  benefits. 
When  we  merged,  black  people  took 
the  spiritual  dimension  for  granted 
and  we,  as  a  church,  lost  it.” 

The  1968  Uniting  Conference 
gave  the  church  four  years  to  merge 
its  white  and  black  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  also  created  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
for  1969-72. 

Four  years  later  the  1972  General 
Conference  approved  the  commis¬ 
sion  as  a  permanent  agency. 

“From  1968-72,  as  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  general  secretary,  I  visited  the 
jurisdictions  and  tried  to  work  with 
committees  assigned  to  merge  the 
white  annual  conferences  and  the 


black  annual  conferences. 

Bishop  White  told  how  he  could 
travel  to  several  major  cities  in  the 
South  and  find  black  and  white  an¬ 
nual  conferences  with  parallel  lead¬ 
ership. 

“We  even  had  black  United 
Methodist  Women  and  white  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  in  the  same 
state,  with  each  group  having  its 
own  conference  president,”  he  said. 

“Then  there  was  the  issue  of 
housing  together  overnight  for  an¬ 
nual  conference  meetings  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women’s  retreats. 

"This  had  never  been  done,"  said 
Bishop  White.  “You  had  to  work 
through  fears  and  anxieties,  to 
break  down  barriers.  It  was  more 
than  just  saying  to  the  black  and 
white  conferences,  ‘You  are  just  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  have  merger.’  ” 


The  Connection 

News  in  UMR  newspapers  "connect"  your  entire  ; 
congregation  in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  worldwide.  Congregations  become  involved 
in  the  church's  mission  outreach.  UMR  tells  the 
stories  of  loving  service  in  the  name  of  Christ  in 
inner-cities,  neighborhoods  and  villages  everywhere. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baity,  t 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  752664275 
1214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  6304079 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  DIES:  The  Rev 

Merlyn  W.  Northfelt,  77,  president  of  United. 
Methodist-related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  in  Evanston,  111.,  from  1970  until 
his  retirement  in  1980,  died  April  10  in  Saraso¬ 
ta,  Fla.  He  had  been  the  first  program  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  church’s  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference. 

DRUG  ABUSE  CONFERENCE:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Gulfside  Assembly  in  Wave- 
land,  Miss.,  will  host  a  national  conference  on  drug 
abuse  May  1 1-13.  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.)  will  be  the  featured  speaker.  The  con¬ 
ference  will  explore  drug-abuse  ministries  for 
churches  in  small  towns  and  rural  areas.  For 
more  information,  call  (601)  467-4909. 

CERTIFICATION:  Central  Methodist 
College  in  Fayette,  Mo.,  recently  instituted  an 
interdisciplinary  program  to  certify  students  in 
certain  areas  of  ministry  such  as  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  youth  ministry  and  church  business 
management.  More  information  is  available 
from  O.  A.  Robinson,  Dean,  Central  Methodist 
College,  Fayette,  Mo.  65248. 

12,000  ATTEND  SERVICE:  a  recent 
Reporter  news  item  asked  whether  the  8,000  at¬ 
tendance  at  a  United  Methodist  Easter  service 
in  a  Houston  suburb  had  set  a  churchwide  rec¬ 
ord.  Comes  now  a  report  of  a  community-wide 
sunrise  service  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas 
River  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Estimated  crowd: 
12,000.  The  service  was  coordinated  by  Pulaski 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Arkan¬ 
sas  Symphony  and  choirs  from  the  church  and 
from  United  Methodist-related  Philander 
Smith  College  provided  music.  The  offering  was 
donated  to  the  Regional  AIDS  Interfaith  Net¬ 
work.  Can  anyone  top  this? 

TWOFOLD  OFFERING:  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  general  coordinating  agency,  in  session 
last  week  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  received  two 
special  offerings.  Generel  Council  on  Ministries 
members  gave  almost  $900  to  an  offering  for 
Native  American  Awareness  Sunday  and  about 
$500  for  the  Methodist  Home  in  Waco,  Texas. 
That  is  where  up  to  21  children  evacuated  from 
the  Branch  Davidian  compound  before  the  final 
blaze  were  sheltered,  some  as  long  as  51  days. 

PRESIDENT  INSTALLED:  Ann  H.  Die 

was  installed  recently  as  the  first  woman  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related  Hendrix 
Collge  in  Conway,  Ark.  She  is  the  former  dean 
of  Sophie  Newcomb  Memorial  College  and  as¬ 
sociate  provost  at  Tulane  University. 


Historians  tell  'family  stories' 
at  denomination's  'birth  site' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — After  25  years, 
there  were  many  “family  stories" 
to  tell. 

Historians  of  the  "family” — 
The  United  Methodist  Church — 
shared  poignant  or  funny  or  sig¬ 
nificant  stories  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  creation  in  1968  through 
the  union  of  The  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church. 

The  25th  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  April  23-25  was  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  a  four-year-old 
churchwide  organization  devoted 
to  preserving  the  heritage  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
precedessor  bodies. 

Featured  speakers  at  the  two- 
day  event,  attended  by  about  75 
participants,  were  retired  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas,  who  spoke  on 
the  history  of  the  racially  segre¬ 
gated  Central  Jurisdiction  (see 
related  story  on  another  page  in 
this  issue)  and  the  Rev.  K.  James 
Stein,  Jubilee  Professor  of 
Church  History  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill. 

'Unfinished  business'  noted 

In  his  opening  address.  Dr. 
Stein  identified  the  “unfinished 
business  of  an  unfinished 
church.”  He  challenged  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  be¬ 


come  what  was  envisioned  when 
it  was  formed  in  1968:  A  church 
“truly  catholic,  truly  evangelical 
and  truly  reformed." 

Historical  society  members  ex¬ 
plored  ways  in  which  United 
Methodists  can  preserve  history: 

✓  Geneaology  or  “family  his¬ 
tory;” 

•/  Histories  of  local  congrega¬ 
tions  and  annual  conferences: 

/  Annual  conference  and  juris¬ 
dictional  historical  societies;  and 

/  Scholarly  research  and  edu¬ 
cation  on  church  history. 

The  final  two-hour  session,  a 
“Remembering"  event,  focused 
on  participants’  personal  reflec¬ 
tions  of  the  Uniting  Conference 
in  1968. 

The  Rev.  Eldon  D.  Traster  Jr. 
of  Arlington,  Texas,  told  of  being 
a  marshal  assigned  to  the  last 
General  Conference  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church 
held  in  Dallas  the  day  before  the 
Uniting  Conference. 

“[The  Rev.]  Paul  Washburn 
was  elected  on  the  first  ballot, 
but  they  delayed  his  presentation 
on  the  dais  until  a  Methodist 
bishop  could  come  over  from  the 
hotel  where  the  Methodists  were 
meeting  to  be  his  escort,"  Mr. 
Traster  said. 

Vivian  Mitchell  of  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  told  of  her  first  experience 
as  a  secretary  at  the  General 
Conference  assigned  to  tran¬ 
scribe  speakers’  remarks. 


When  she  was  unable  to  hear  a 
Filipino  delegate’s  remarks  be¬ 
cause  of  a  scratchy  tape  record¬ 
ing,  she  said,  she  was  instructed 
to  submit  a  report  for  publica¬ 
tion  that  said  the  delegate’s  re¬ 
marks  would  be  transcribed  later. 

“Somehow  that  phrase  got 
switched  to  ‘would  be  translated 
later,’  even  though  the  delegate 
spoke  in  English,”  Mrs.  Mitchell 
said.  "The  delegate  demanded 
that  an  apology  be  printed.  It 
made  me  really  understand  how 
people  from  outside  the  U.S. 
view  Americans.” 

Choir  was  'swayed' 

Bradley  Sue  Howell  of  Dallas 
told  how  her  husband,  Richard, 
had  been  one  of  several  directors 
leading  choirs  at  the  Uniting 
Conference. 

“The  scaffolding  they  stood  on 
to  direct  swayed  every  time  they 
moved,”  Mrs.  Howell  recalled. 
“They  were  all  terrified." 

The  Rev.  William  Hedges  of  Ty¬ 
ler,  Texas,  who  also  served  as  a 
marshal,  recalled  how  deeply  he 
was  moved  by  “a  sense  of  the  great 
spirituality  the  EUBs  brought”  to 
their  new  denomination. 

“There  was  also  an  immense 
sense  of  gracious  remorse  from  the 
EUBs  at  the  death  of  their  denom¬ 
ination,”  Mr.  Hedges  continued. 

In  closing,  Robert  W.  Sledge, 
professor  of  history  at  United 
Methodist-related  McMurry 
University  in  Abilene,  Texas,  re¬ 
minded  the  gathering  about  the 
turbulent  times  in  which  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was 
founded. 

“The  Tet  offensive  was  making 
us  question  whether  we  should 
be  in  Vietnam;  Dr.  Martin  Lu- 
ther  King  had  just  been  assassi¬ 
nated;  and  we  were  trying  to 
understand  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion,”  Dr.  Sledge  said. 

“In  the  midst  of  all  this  hope¬ 
lessness,  this  germ  of  hope — The 
United  Methodist  Church  — 
emerged.” 


7  remember  in  1968 . .  / 

What  are  your  memories  of  the  1968  Uniting  Conference  that 
formed  The  United  Methodist  Church  from  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  and  The  Methodist  Church? 

The  United  Methodist  Historical  Society  invites  anyone  with  rec- 
ollections  of  that  event  to  send  their  written  remembrances  to: 

Robert  W.  Sledge 

McMurry  University 

Abilene,  Texas  79697 

Contributions  will  be  considered  for  inclusion  in  the  perma¬ 
nent  history  ofThe  United  Methodist  Church. 


Methodist/ Anglican 
draft  finds  agreements 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  interim  document  recog¬ 
nizing  points  of  agreement  be¬ 
tween  Methodist  and  Anglican 
churches  will  be  circulated 
among  both  religious  bodies 
during  the  next  two  years. 

The  document  was  prepared 
by  an  Anglican/Methodist  In¬ 
ternational  Commission  which 
met  recently  in  Dublin,  Ireland. 
The  commission  first  met  in  Je¬ 
rusalem  in  1992. 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  of  Baton 
Rouge.  La.,  the  commission’s 
Methodist  co-chairperson,  said 
he  found  this  second  round  of  di¬ 
alogue  to  be  more  intense,  with 
“a  sense  of  emerging  purpose.” 

One  important  point  is  a  mu¬ 
tual  recognition,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

“They  recognize  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Methodism  and  we  rec¬ 
ognize  their  authenticity  and 
commitment  to  mission  and 
evangelism,”  he  explained.  “It’s 
kind  of  a  mutual  understanding 
of  how  we  are.” 

Evangelism — which  helped 
divide  the  early  Methodists 
from  the  Anglican  church — 


could  now  be  used  toward  “res¬ 
toration  of  unity  between  us,” 
the  commission  report  says. 

A  study  of  Church  of  England 
and  British  Methodist  docu¬ 
ments  brought  two  significant 
“realizations"  to  the  dialogue, 
according  to  Bishop  Oden. 

“We  discovered  that  Angli¬ 
cans  have  said  no  doctrinal  dif¬ 
ferences  divide  us,"  he  said. 

On  the  other  side,  British 
Methodists  have  expressed  will¬ 
ingness  “to  accept  an  episcopal 
form  of  polity.” 

The  commission's  document 
recognizes  what  in  the  Anglican 
tradition  of  bishops  has  been 
the  “historic  episcopate" — one 
sign  of  “the  continuity,  unity 
and  catholicity  of  the  church." 

It  also  acknowledges  Method¬ 
ist  churches  that  have  a  differ¬ 
ent  episcopal  system  or  invest 
power  in  a  conference  rather 
than  a  bishop. 

Through  1995,  the  commis¬ 
sion  will  be  collecting  com¬ 
ments,  criticisms  and 
suggestions  on  the  document 
from  targeted  representatives  of 
the  Anglican  Communion’s  30 
provinces  and  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council’s  68  member 
church  bodies. 


Delegate  process  upheld 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.— 
United  Methodism’s  25-year-old 
plan  of  electing  delegates  to  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative 
assembly  was  upheld  recently  by 
the  church’s  highest  court. 

In  an  8-1  decision,  the  Judicial 
Council  rejected  a  petition  from 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

The  petition  claimed  that  the 
present  formula  for  choosing  ap¬ 
proximately  1,000  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  results  in 
“disproportionate  representation 
between  jurisdictions”  and  “de 


facto  disenfranchisement  of 
those  so  underrepresented.” 

The  same  claim  was  made  with 
reference  to  the  denomination’s 
five  jurisdictional  conferences. 

The  court’s  majority  opinion 
said  that,  while  “the  principle  of 
‘one  person/one  vote’  is  prized  in 
American  society,”  it  “has  not 
been  integrated  into  either  the 
church’s  constitution  or  laws.” 

The  United  Methodist  constitu¬ 
tion  provides  for  half  the  delegates 
to  General  and  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  to  be  clergy,  the  other  half 
lay. 


CLASSIFIED 

•RATES:  S 1 . 1 5  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion.  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  S9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex- 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
iletely  furnished  efficiencies  $  1 65.  week,  $525 
our  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

approved  in  advance. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  to  assume 

leadership  of  existing  middle  school-senior  high 
youth  program  in  a  700-member  PCUSA  church. 
Preferred  qualifications:  a  commitment  to  Christ 
and  a  love  of  kids.  Will  consider  various  levels  of 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

Director  Search  Committee,  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  P.O.  Box  1006.  Longview,  TX  75606. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 

$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.  (Accredited). 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Plano. 

Texas,  a  3000-member  church  with  an  active 
youth  program.  Excellent  facilities,  including 
gymnasium.  Supportive  congregation.  Salary 
compensation  S24.000  plus  benefits.  College  de¬ 
gree  preferred  with  innovative  track  record  in 
medium  to  large  congregation.  Position  available 
June  15,  1993.  Please  send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1111  1 8th  St.,  Plano,  TX 
75074  (Attention:  Personnel  Committee).  Tele¬ 
phone:  (214)  423-4506. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 

cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

ALLEN  MODEL  TC-35  3  MANUAL  ORGAN. 

Good  condition.  $3,500.  Contact:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  127,  Jasper,  TX 
75951.(409)  384-5735. 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  2150-mem- 

her  church  in  rapid  growth  area.  $25,000  plus 
benefits,  start  July  1.  Send  resumes  by  May  15 
to:  Dr.  Robert  Vanhouse,  P.O.  Box  390,  Ed¬ 
mond.  OK  73083. 

MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S 

and  Family  Life  Ministries  in  a  growing  1300- 
member  church  in  Nashville,  TN.  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  degree  with  some  experience  in  children's 
and  family  life  ministries  preferred.  Send  resume 
to:  Dr.  Vincent  Walkup,  3701  Hillsboro  Road, 
Nashville,  TN  372 1 5.  (6 1 5)  297-7562. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  POSITION  available, 

1  600-member  church  in  southeastern  New 
Mexico.  Strong  music  programs.  Salary  accord- 
ing  to  experience  and  qualifications.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1913,  Roswell. 
NM  88202-1913. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  1 200-member  church,  will  assume  respon¬ 
sibilities  immediately,  must  have  degree  and 
should  be  experienced.  Responsible  for  educa- 
lion — all  age  levels,  emphasis  on  adult  and  chil- 
dren  ministries.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Rev.  Marshall  McQueen,  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  925.  Katy.  TX  77492-0925. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER.  Growing 

United  Methodist  Church  of  900  members.  Heart 
of  the  Ozarks  in  southwest  Missouri.  Salary  com- 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST.  800-member  church 

is  seeking  an  Organist  to  play  our  new  3  manual 
Allen  organ.  Send  resume  to:  SPRC  Asbury 
UMC.  10,000  Candelaria  NE,  Albuquerque, 
MN  87112. 

ing  references  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
617  Main,  Carthage,  MO  64836. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER/DIRECTOR  for  United 

Methodist  campus  ministry  in  a  multi-ethnic, 

OXFORD-UNIVERSITY  UMC  (970  mem¬ 

bers)  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education  with  experience  leading  educational, 
program  and  fellowship  ministries.  Write  for 
position  description  and  application  to:  Search 
Committee.  424  South  10th  Street,  Oxford,  MS 
38655. 

to  three  educational  institutions.  Director  to  su¬ 
pervise  two  professionals  and  four  student-in¬ 
terns.  Desire  United  Methodist  with 
baccalaureate  and  advanced  theological  training; 
skills  in  creative  programming,  team-building, 
guidance  for  interfaith  and  Christian  growth  de¬ 
velopment.  Ordination  preferred  but  not  re- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 

for  500  +  member  FLJMC  located  in  beautiful 
NE  Texas  (Mt.  Vernon).  Position  available  im- 

quired.  Call  or  write:  Search  Committee,  Wesley 
Center,  University  of  Miami,  Box  8225,  Coral 
Gables,  FL  33124.  (305)  661-1695. 

mediately.  Salary  negotiable,  excellent  facilities, 
youth  group  with  potential.  Send  resume  to: 
PPR  Committee,  FUMC,  Box  659,  Mt.  Vernon, 
TX  75457. 

SERVICES  AVAILABLE:  Ordained  Ph  D,  li¬ 

censed  therapist,  seminar  leader  and  supply  pas¬ 
tor.  Dr.  Bob  Stout,  2814  Plantation  Lakes  Dr., 
Missouri  City,  TX  77459.  (713)  437-2853. 

15-DAY  KENYA  SAFARI.  October  5-19,  1993, 

S3.495.00  for  deluxe  accommodations.  See  wild 
animals  in  safety  of  Tree  Hotel  &  in  national 
parks  by  mini-bus  with  guaranteed  window  seats. 
View  Mt.  Kilimanjaro.  Meet  Kenya  school  chil¬ 
dren.  Experienced  guides.  Request  color  bro¬ 
chure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  P.O.  Box  3371, 
Frederick.  MD  2 1 705.  (301 )  696-8370. 

POSITION  OPEN:  FULL-TIME  PROGRAM 

Director  in  a  church  of  700  members.  Experience 
in  developing  and  implementing  the  programs  of 
the  church  for  all  age  levels.  B.S.  degree  mini¬ 
mum.  Send  resume  to:  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  445.  Galax,  VA  24333-0445. 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY.  Respon¬ 

sible  for  relating  services  and  benefit  plans  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  to 
the  annual  conferences,  clergy  and  lay  partici¬ 
pants,  and  surviving  beneficiaries  in  the  Health 
and  Welfare  programs  administered  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits.  Must 

WANTED  OLD  BOOKS:  Taking  on  personal 
project  of  supplying  new  pastors  with  religious 
books.  Want  to  buy  collections  of  old  religious 
books.  Write  or  call  with  description,  number 
and  price.  Kimball  Pease,  309  Beauregard.  Ro¬ 
lan,  TX  79546  (915)735-3115. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

retain  degree  and  membership  in  UMC.  Insur¬ 
ance  background  required.  Business  administra¬ 
tion/employee  benefits  and/or  experience  in 
health  care  delivery  knowledge  preferred.  Submit 

BAR  HARBOR,  MAINE:  ONE  BEDROOM 

guest  quarters  apartment.  Finely  furnished. 
Washer/dryer.  Attached  to  new  home  and  yet  pri¬ 
vate  with  own  entrance.  On  2  acres  at  edge  of  vil¬ 
lage  near  Acadia  National  Park.  No  smokers. 
Weekly  June,  August.  Evenings  (207)  288-3057* 

sion  and  Health  Benefits  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  1201  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201. 

POSITION  OPENING  ADRIAN  COLLEGE, 

Chaplain  and  Director  of  Church  Relations.  The 
applicant  will  be  a  fully  ordained  minister  in  the 

ESTES  PARK.  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 

room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

church;  preferably  have  had  experience  in  pro¬ 
viding  spiritual  leadership/guidance  to  college- 
aged  students.  Minimum  of  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree.  Effective  August  1,  1993.  Application 
deadline  May  21,  1993  to:  Dr.  Robert  Turek,  Jr.. 
Adrian  College.  Adrian,  MI  49221.  Include  letter 
of  intent,  resume  and  three  names  and  phone  of 
references.  EOE. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

Divorce  can  result  in  stigma 


If  ever  there  was  a  stigma  at¬ 
tached  to  singleness,  the  divorced 
single  carries  the  lion's  share. 

Many  divorced  Christians  know 
the  stigma  well  and  report  that  they 
feel  like  the  "lepers"  of  the  church. 

Since  biblical  days,  divorce  has 
been  shunned  and  decried  as  an  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  faithless.  However,  the 
fact  remains  that  some  marriages 
simply  cannot  last. 

Another  fact  is  that  those  whose 
marriages  have  ended  still  deserve 
their  congregation’s  continued  love 
and  support. 

United  Methodism  in  its  official 
“Book  of  Discipline”  terms  divorce 
“regrettable.” 

Our  denomination  also  recog¬ 
nizes  the  remarriage  of  divorced 
persons. 


Sherort  C.  Patterson  is  pastor 
of  Crest-Moore 
King  United 
Methodist 
Church  in  Dal¬ 
las,  a  former 
Reporter  staff 
writer  and  an 
advocate  for  singles  ministries. 

Third  of  five  parts 

Thus  our  congregations  should 
display  understanding  to  the  di¬ 
vorced  persons  in  the  pews. 

Take  James,  for  example.  The  42- 
year-old  divorced  man  still  recalls 
the  day  ten  years  ago  when  he  felt 
forced  to  leave  his  church  due  to  his 
divorce. 

"The  people  couldn’t  understand 
what  was  going  on  and  they  did  not 


know  how  to  react,”  he  said.  “All 
they  knew  was  that  divorce  was 
bad,  so  they  reasoned  that  I  was 
bad,  too.” 

Church-based  ministries  for  the 
divorced  are  a  balm  for  their 
wounds  and  a  bridge  of  understand¬ 
ing  for  those  who  know  nothing 
about  divorce.  Such  ministries  do 
not  encourage  the  breakup  of  rela¬ 
tionships  but  seek  to  stop  the  hurt¬ 
ing  that  comes  when  breakups 
occur. 

Divorced  people  can  benefit  from 
affiliation  with  other  divorced  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  survived  the  emotion¬ 
al  storms  by  faith  and  want  to  help 
others. 

That  person  sitting  next  to  you  on 
Sunday  may  be  in  pain  from  a  bitter 
divorce  or  from  a  bitter  child  custo¬ 
dy  suit.  He  or  she  may  be  embar- 


Two  journalists  win  top  awards 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  award-winning  TV  journalist 
and  a  young  woman  with  a  goal  of 
starting  a  bilingual  Christian  maga¬ 
zine  have  won  1993-94  awards  from 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Greeley  Kyle,  a  Southern  Baptist, 
will  receive  the  $6,000  Stoody-West 
Fellowship  for  graduate  study  in  re¬ 
ligious  journalism. 

A  master’s  degree  candidate  in 
journalism  at  Memphis  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  he  said  he  hopes  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  a  doctoral  degree  and  then 
teach  religious  broadcast  education 
at  a  Christian  institution. 

Mr.  Kyle  is  a  senior  correspon¬ 
dent  for  Action  News  Five,  a  TV 
news  program  in  Memphis.  He  has 


won  two  Gabriel  awards  from  the 
National  Catholic  Association  for 
Communicators:  in  1992  for  “King 
of  the  Road,”  a  story  on  modern 
“hobos,"  and  in  1991  for  “Black  on 
Black  Crimes.” 

Perla  Luna  of  San  Antonio  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  $2,500  Leonard  M.  Perry¬ 
man  Scholarship  for  Ethnic  Minority 
Students.  She  is  a  journalism  student 
at  the  University  of  Texas,  Austin. 

A  native  of  Guatemala  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  missionaries,  Ms.  Luna  worked 
for  two  years  as  a  copy  editor  at  “La 
Prensa."  a  San  Antonio  newspaper 
serving  the  Hispanic  community, 
and  January-May  1992  as  editor  of 
"Pathway,”  a  Christian  newspaper. 

As  a  class  project,  she  developed  a 
50-page  business  plan  for  a  national 


'Where  are  they  now?' 
finds  youth  leaders  excel 


What  your  congregation 
can  do! 

a  Reach  out  to  people  with  cards 
and  calls  as  soon  as  the 
divorce  is  final 

■j  Offer  a  divorce  support  group 
-j  Support  children  of  divorce 
with  counseling  sessions 


rassed  that  the  marriage  which 
appeared  "perfect”  on  the  outside 
has  crumbled  before  their  eyes. 

What  is  needed  is  a  caring  con¬ 
gregation  that  can  love  them  any 
way  they  are. 


HANDBELL  CHOIRS 

Send  for  FKHb  brochure 

on  "Assigning  and  Marking 
Handbell  Music Send  to: 
Bridge  way  Press,  P.O.  Box 
21863,  Lillie  Rock,  AR. 
7222P 


Christian  magazine  called  “Hispanic 
Challenge,"  which  she  says  she  hopes 
to  someday  make  a  reality. 

Ms.  Luna  has  been  involved  in 
young  adult  and  evangelism  activi¬ 
ties  at  El  Divino  Salvador  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio. 

The  Stoody-West  Fellowship 
honors  the  Rev.  Arthur  West  of 
Lebanon.  Ohio,  and  the  late  Ralph 
Stoody,  who  were  staff  executives 
of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  or  its  predecessor  agencies. 

The  Perryman  Scholarship  hon¬ 
ors  Leonard  M.  Perryman,  a  United 
Methodist  journalist  for  nearly  30 
years  before  his  death  in  1983. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  ■ 

The  solution—  15  j 
passenger  *an 
with  an  aisle,  raised  j 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-000-826-8612 

EGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


BIBLE  !■  < >  u 
BELIEVERS 


WORLD’S  LARGEST  PROGRAM 
Comparison  Invited  . 
j  Trinity  j  Disciple 

J  Bethel  j  Kerygma 

CHOOSE  WISELY,  CONSIDER 
\  Content  v  Theology 
<  Teachability  v  Cost 

and  vou  will  choose 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

LOOK  IT  OVER  ♦  INTRO  KIT  $15 

800-848-2131 


The  next  time  the  youths  in  your 
congregation  drive  you  to  distrac¬ 
tion,  take  comfort  in  a  recent  dis¬ 
covery  by  the  United  Methodist 
East  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

The  conference  updated  the 
whereabouts  of  some  20  years’ 
worth  of  past  presidents  of  its  con¬ 
ference  council  on  youth  ministries. 


Among  those  they  could  locate 
were: 

■  A  nurse  and  houseparent  at  a 
home  for  delinquent  children; 

■  An  ordained  clergywoman 
working  on  a  doctorate  in  youth 
ministry; 

■  A  U.S.  Navy  warrant  officer; 

■  An  aerospace  engineer. 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute 

517  S.  Florence  •  El  Paso,  TX  79901 

/fd 

Phone  (915)  533-8286  •  Fax  (915)  533-5236 

Intensive  Spanish  Conversational  Course 

Cultural  Workshops 

July  5  - 16,  1993 

“80  years  of  ministry  to  Hispanics” 

% 
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closer 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


y»w  every  local  church  in  Louisiana  should  be  in  the  process  of 
Z  ing  its  part  of  the  Conference  Center  Campaign. 

U 


ement  is  building  throughout  the  Conference  as  churches  con- 
report  with  enthusiasm.  In  the  midst  of  a  campaign  such  as 
estions  that  I  have  not  anticipated  arise.  One  such  question  has 
)m  some  of  the  cluster  leadership  meetings,  “If  this  is  phase 
one,  what  are  the  following  phases?  When  will  they  be  built  and  how 
much  will  they  cost?” 


The  truth  is,  it  may  not  have  been  wise  to  refer  to  our  present  cam¬ 
paign  as  “Phase  One.”  The  master  plan  calls  for  a  total  of  six  lodges, 
which  means  there  are  three  more  to  be  built  in  future  years.  There  is 
no  timetable  for  the  completion  of  the  Conference  Center  and  usage 
will  determine  any  future  building.  I  am  quite  certain  that  whatever 
building  will  be  done  will  not  be  through  an  additional  campaign  but 
through  other  sources,  such  as  gifts,  grants  and  bequests. 

The  current  phase  will  allow  us  to  have  a  fully  functioning  center 
with  about  100  rooms  sleeping  200  people,  one  to  a  bed.  It  will  also  in¬ 
clude  swimming  pool,  chapel,  maintenance  shed  and  caretaker  and  ad¬ 
ministrator  residences. 

So  please,  rest  your  minds  at  ease  in  terms  of  this  being  the  first 
phase  of  many  pushes.  It  is  a  very  significant  time  in  the  life  of  our 
Conference  and  one  in  which  every  local  church  and  every  United 
Methodist  will  want  to  participate. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  each  one  of  you  at  Annual  Conference  when 
we  share  together  in  the  victory  of  a  successful  campaign. 


TV,  movie  actor  entertains, 
talks  on  Native  American  Sunday 


Michael  Edmonds,  television  and  movie  actor  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
who  is  currently  seen  on  the  top  rated  TV  show,  Dr.  Quinn,  Medicine 
Woman  visited  Westlake  UMC.  Because  of  his  presence,  the  church  cele¬ 


brated  Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday  in  style,  the  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  pastor,  said. 

Edmonds  also  had  a  part  in  the 
movie,  Groundhog  Day.  He  said  he 
will  soon  be  producing  and  acting 
in  his  own  scripted  movie  about 
Native  American  Fancy  Dancers. 
He  wants  to  film  part  of  it  in  the 
Shreveport  area. 

Caddo  Indian 

Edmonds  is  a  chosen  leader  of  In¬ 
dian  culture  and  heritage  for  the 
Caddo  Indian  tribe,  having  grown 
up  in  Oklahoma. 

Westlake  church  members  gath¬ 
ered  in  the  evening  to  learn  more 
about  the  Indian  heritage  by  partici¬ 
pating  in  Indian  social  dancing, 
viewing  tribal  dances  and  learning 
Indian  songs  and  phrases. 

That  morning  at  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice  Edmonds  spoke  from  the  altar 
which  was  adorned  with  Indian  pot¬ 
tery,  baskets  and  corn. 

Commission  on  Mission  chairs  at 
the  church  are  Sam  and  Janie  Burch 
who  helped  plan  the  programs. 

Dulac  visitors 

Edmonds  and  his  family,  who  are 


Mormons,  have  visited  in  Dulac  at 
Clanton  Chapel  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  after  performing  in  the  United 
Houma  Nation  Festival  held  each 
Labor  Day. 

The  Rev.  Kir¬ 
by  Verret,  Clan¬ 
ton  Chapel 
pastor,  said, 

“Their  presence 
was  a  blessing  in 
many  ways  be¬ 
cause  they  are  an 
open  and  caring  Michael  Edmonds 
family.  We  found  that  we  (the  Hou¬ 
ma  Indians)  had  much  in  common 
with  the  Caddo  Indians.” 

At  other  churches 

Eva  Underwood,  a  lay  person  in 
First  UMC,  Denham  Springs,  spoke 
at  her  own  church  on  April  25,  and 
to  Seekers,  a  large  Sunday  school 
class  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge  on  May  2. 

She  told  stories  about  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  hardships  while  growing 
up  as  a  member  of  the  Houma  Na¬ 
tion  in  Dulac.  She  related  how  the 
UM  Church  had  helped  her  get  an 
education  to  become  a  school  teach¬ 
er. 


Westlake  church  members  are  pictured  as  they  enjoy  Indian  music 
and  songs  taught  by  Michael  Edmonds,  TV  and  movie  actor,  who  is 
a  Caddo  Indian,  janie  Burch,  CENTER,  and  the  Rev.  Larry  Norman, 
RIGHT,  are  among  participants.  Indian  banner  and  cross  added  to 
the  program  theme. 


Classes  lead  to  Confirmation 
big  step  in  spiritual  journey 


Confirmation  is  a  major  step  in  a 
boy  or  girl’s  spiritual  life.  Dr.  Samu¬ 
el  D.  Reeves  explained  it  to  the 
Confirmation  Class  of  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette. 

“This  is  a  very  important  part  of 
your  spiritual  journey.  Confirma¬ 
tion  means  to  be  confirmed  in  the 
faith.  You  will  be  invited  to  receive 
Jesus  Christ  as  your  Lord  and  Sav¬ 
ior  and  thereby  fulfill  the  promises 
made  by  the  church  and  by  your 
parents  when  you  were  baptized.” 

Intensive  study  s 

Following  a  series  of  intensive 
studies  about  the  church  and  its  te¬ 
nets  young  persons  are  received  as 
full  members  in  a  local  church  and 
are  affiliated  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  They  promise  to  sup¬ 
port  the  church  by  their  prayers, 
presence  and  their  gifts. 


Confirmation  classes  at  Asbury 
began  on  the  Sunday  after  Easter 
and  are  continuing  for  six  weeks. 
The  boys  and  girls  will  be  received 
into  the  church  on  Pentecost  Sun¬ 
day,  May  30.  Those  who  have  not 
been  baptized  are  to  receive  their 
baptism  at  the  same  time. 

Destrehan  church 

The  confirmation  class  of  St. 
Charles  UMC  in  Destrehan  where 
the  Rev.  Mark  Martin  is  pastor, 
went  on  a  field  trip  to  MacDonell 
UM  Children’s  Services  in  Houma. 
When  they  visited  they  took  with 
them  a  number  of  items  they  had 
collected  for  the  children  served  by 
the  agency. 

Their  visit  widened  their  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  services  provided  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Classes 
taught  them  about  many  aspects  of 
the  church. 
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Conference  to  honor  16  minister  retirees  in  June 


Sixteen  ministers  who  will  retire 
in  June  or  who  have  retired  since 
last  conference  will  be  honored  at 
the  1993  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  to  be  held  June 
7-10  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

Retirees  will  address  the  Confer¬ 
ence  at  10:30  a.m.  Wednesday, 
June  9,  in  the  Gold  Dome  on  the 
college  campus. 

A  Service  of  Retirement  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  7:30  Tuesday,  June  8,  in 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  after  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  music  there  which  will  be¬ 
gin  at  7  p.m. 

The  retirees  who  have  served  in 
the  Conference  will  be  honored 
with  a  reception  at  the  church  after 
the  service. 

Although  they  will  retire  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  many  will 
continue  to  be  employed  by 
churches  or  in  other  endeavors. 

Retirees  listed 

Ministers  to  retire  are:  Clyde  W. 
Averett,  First  UMC,  Jennings;  Don¬ 
ald  D.  Barrie;  Paul  W.  Carter, 
Wakefield  Memorial  UMC,  Camer¬ 
on;  Raymond  P.  DeLaughter;  Clyde 
C.  Frazier  Jr.,  Rayne  Memorial  in 
New  Orleans;  Bryant  E.  Gore,  Mar¬ 
ion  UMC;  Ester  L.  Hammond,  Fitz¬ 
gerald  UMC  in  Covington. 

Also,  Lael  S.  Jones,  University 
UMC,  Lake  Charles;  Robert  W.  Pe¬ 
terson,  Kenner  First  UMC;  Paul  C. 
Singletary  Sr.,  Springfield  First 
UMC;  James  W.  “Pete”  Spitzkeit, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge; 
Jack  S.  Winegeart,  First  UMC, 
Plain  Dealing,  and  James  R.  Wood¬ 
ward,  Indian  Ba'yr6u’tJMC,  Rayne. 

Previously  retired  but  also  to  be 
recognized  at  Annual  Conference 
are:  John  M.  Braden;  Joe  D.  Solo¬ 
mon,  and  Charles  P.  Strong. 

After  Conference 

All  of  the  16  clergy  who  have  not 
retired  will  do  so  following  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  except  for  Gore 
who  will  retire  in  September. 

Appointments  of  ministers  are 
traditionally  made  at  the  close  of 
the  Annual  Conference.  The  listing 
is  included  on  the  Conference  page 
of  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 
conference  newspaper  distributed 
to  all  Annual  Conference  partici¬ 
pants. 

Pre-Conference 
training  set 

Pre-Conference  Training  Sessions 
are  planned  in  each  of  the  nine  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  To  be  discussed  are  items 
to  be  voted -on  and  reported  on  at 
the  Conference  June  7-10  in 
Shreveport. 

All  lay  and  clergy  members  are 
invited  to  attend.  Each  participant 
in  the  training  session  is  urged  to 
read  the  Pre-Conference  Report  pri¬ 
or  to  attending. 

Orientation 

Orientation  for  lay  members  who 
are  to  attend  Annual  Conference  for 
the  first  time  is  planned  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Laity. 

The  25th  anniversary  of  the 
merged  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  celebrated  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Most  of  the  reporting  by  the 
Council  on  Ministries  will  be  done 
by  means  of  a  Ministries  Fair,  dis¬ 
plays  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

The  Board  of  Church  Extension 
will  report  on  the  establishment  of  a 
new  congregation  in  South  Monroe 
and  other  projects. 

Vision  2000,  disaster  response, 
the  Russian  Initiative  and  the  status 
of  the  Africa  University  are  among 
other  items  on  the  Shreveport  agen¬ 
da  that  will  be  mentioned  at  the 
Pre-Conference  Training  sessions. 

Schedule  listed 

North  Shore  District  held  their 
training  May  1 1  at  First  UMC. 
Hammond. 

Other  Pre-Conference  Training 
sessions  are  as  follows:  Baton 
Rouge  Districf,  Sunday,  May  16,  3 
p.m.  Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge; 
Monroe  District,  May  16,  3:30 


Clyde  W.  Averett  Donald  D.  Barrie  John  Braden  Paul  Carter  Raymond  P.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr. 

DeLaughter 


Bryant  E.  Gore  Ester  Hammond  Lael  Jones  Robert  Peterson  pau|  Singletary 


Joe  D.  Solomon  James  "Pete"  Charles  Strong  Jack  Winegeart  James  Woodward 

Spitzkeit 


Around  the  Conference 


Safe* 
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PHOTO  BV  DOLLf  NE  SIMS 

Members  of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  pictured  above  at  a  picnic 
are,  FROM  LEFT,  Helen  Fitzgerald;  Catherine  Martin  and  Semmie 
Martin,  picnic  cochairs,  and  Mary  Mason  Gordon.  The  outing  was 
part  of  a  recent  three-day  104th  Anniversary  Celebration  at  St. 
Mark.  For  the  picnic,  some  participants  donned  old-fashioned 
clothing  like  ones  that  might  have  worn  at  church  outings  104  years 
ago  and  some  opted  for  modern  attire. 


Bishop  Amos  Omodunbi  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Nigeria  visited 
in  New  Orleans  in  March.  He 
preached  at  Phil¬ 
ips  Memorial 
UMC  on  March 
28;  had  lunch 
with  the  children 
ofThe  Methodist 
Home;  met  with 
the  District  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Men  and  attend- 
Bishop  ed  a  revival  at 
Amos  Omodunbi  Shaw  Temple 
UMC.  He  also  had  lunch  with  fac¬ 
ulty  and  Nigerian  students  at  Dil¬ 
lard  University  and  on  March  30  he 
met  ecumenical  clergy  at  a  lunch  at 
First  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

Host  churches  were  Philips  Me¬ 
morial  and  Shaw  Temple  whose 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 
His  visit  was  sponsored  by  the  Cecil 
Williamson  Ministries  of  Starkville, 
Miss.,  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  UM 
Church. 

*  *  * 

Nineteen  visiting  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  participated  in  the  “We 
Care  Mission”  May  4-6  in  St.  Mat¬ 
thew's  UMC,  Metairie,  where  the 
Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks  is  the  min¬ 
ister. 

Each  church  member  was  invited 
to  participate  in  one  of  19  groups 
during  each  of  the  three  nights  of 
the  mission.  Each  member  also  had 
an  opportunity  to  meet  with  a  visit¬ 
ing  minister  on  a  one-to-one  basis. 
During  closing  worship  services  the 
visiting  ministers  shared  personal 
testimonies. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  First  UMC  of  Le- 
compte  observed  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Sunday  on  April  25  with 
two  events.  The  heritage  of  itiner¬ 
acy  was  celebrated  in  the  morning 
worship  service.  The  minister,  Dr. 
James  Jones  preached  on  the  histo¬ 
ry,  present  struggles  and  future 
hope  for  the  appointment  system. 
As  a  basis  for  his  sermon  he  used  a 
chapter  by  Bishop  William  Oden  in 
the  book  Send  Me?  The  Itineracy  in 
Crisis  edited  by  Donald  E.  Messer. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  joined  by  the  members  of 
Holy  Comforter  Episcopal  Church 
and  their  minister,  the  Rev.  Joseph 


p.m.,  Delhi  UMC;  Ruston  District, 
May  16,  2  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Arca¬ 
dia;  New  Orleans  District,  Satur¬ 
day,  May  22,  10  a.m.  First  UMC, 
New  Orleans;  Acadiana  District, 
Sunday,  May  23,  3  p.m.  Franklin 
UMC;  Alexandria  District,  Tues¬ 
day,  May  25,  7  p.m.  First  UMC,  Al¬ 
exandria;  Shreveport  District,  May 
25,  7  p.m.  First  UMC,  Bossier  City, 
and  Lake  Charles  District,  Sunday, 
May  30,  3  p.m.  Henning  Memorial 
UMC,  Sulphur. 


Bordelon  to  celebrate  the  United 
Methodist  heritage  in  worship.  The 
“Sunday  Service  of  1 784  for  Meth¬ 
odist’s  in  America"  was  used  as  the 
liturgy  and  was  led  by  Bordelon  and 
Jones,  who  also  is  chair  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History. 

*  *  * 

Mission  Weekend  is  planned  for 
May  1 5  and  1 6  at  Grace  UMC,  Rus¬ 
ton.  Missionaries  Austin  and  Mary 
Boggan  will  share  information 
about  their  work  in  Paraguay  and 
Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey  will  give  an  up¬ 
date  on  work  in  Russia. 

A  coffee  and  a  cook-out  are 
among  activities  planned.  Faith 
Promise  Pledges  for  missions  as  set 
up  by  the  Work  Area  on  Missions 
will  go  to  Ramsey’s  work  with  the 
Russian  Development  Center,  the 
Kazakhstan  ministry  served  by  Phil 
and  Michelle  Spottswood  and  to  the 
work  of  the  Boggans. 


This  summer.  Junior  High  Youth 
of  the  church  plan  a  Mission  Trip  to 
San  Marcos,  Texas,  to  help  with  mi¬ 
nor  house  repairs  in  an  impover¬ 
ished  area  and  the  Senior  High 
Youth  are  to  travel  to  Washington, 
D.  C..  to  learn  about  and  to  work 
with  Hunger  and  Homelessness,  a 
helping  project.  Both  also  plan 
some  fun  activities  in  connection 
with  their  travels. 

*  *  * 

Were  you  there?  Any  person  who 
was  a  visitor  or  a  delegate  at  the 
Unifying  Conference  in  1939  at 
which  The  Methodist  Church  was 
established  is  asked  to  let  the  Con¬ 
ference  office  know  of  their  pres¬ 
ence  at  that  historic  event.  Please 
call  Belinda  Bourgois  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence  office. 

Historically  significant  events  in 
the  life  of  our  church  will  be  cele¬ 
brated  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
June. 


The  Confirmation  Class  of  St.  Charles  UMC  in  Destrehan  recently 
visited  MacDonell  UM  Children's  Services  in  Houma.  Students  in 
the  class  are  PICTURED  ABOVE  with  the  church's  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Mark  Martin,  and  Susan  Weick,  a  parent  who  assisted.  Gifts  deliv¬ 
ered  to  MacDonell's  by  the  group  included  a  color  television,  a  Nin¬ 
tendo  and  other  games,  toys,  personal  care  items,  vacuum  cleaners, 
school  supplies  and  a  cash  donation. 
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Let's  build  racial  justice  on  our  history 


A  retired  bishop's  recent  reflec¬ 
tions  on  our  denomination’s  race 
relations  history  merit  churchwide 
attention  (see  UMR,  May  7). 

Addressing  members  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Historical  Society, 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  recounted 
American  Methodism's  struggle 
from  its  earliest  days  with  the  “pe¬ 
culiar  institution”  of  slavery,  with 
racial  segregation  and  with  racism. 
As  the  time  line  below  shows,  that 
struggle  has  included  dishonor  as 
well  as  honor. 

Overall,  however,  Bishop 
Thomas'  graceful  and  redemptive 
recovery  of  our  history  should  be  a 
source  of  inspiration  for  contempo¬ 
rary  United  Methodists.  As  he 
rightly  said,  our  church  “isn’t  in  the 


Editorial 


kingdom  yet,"  but  our  history 
shows  praiseworthy  persistence  to¬ 
ward  racial  justice. 

We  contend  that  this  history — in¬ 
cluding  our  denomination’s  partici¬ 
pation  in  events  such  as  those 
reported  on  elsewhere  in  this  issue — 
endows  United  Methodists  with 
timely  gifts.  We  believe  that  these 
gifts  can  enable  us  to  play  a  pivotal 
role  in  our  nation’s  struggle  to  relieve 
racial  tension  and  urban  violence. 

We  have  the  gift  of  presence 
through  countless  local  congrega¬ 
tions  whose  ministries  are  lived  out 
amid  strife-tom  neighborhoods.  As 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  has  shown 


through  his  leadership  of  the  Bish¬ 
ops’  Initiative  Against  Drugs  and 
Violence,  such  congregations  have 
unmatched  opportunities  to  be 
community  “saving  stations”  both 
materially  and  spiritually. 

We  have  the  gift  of  reconciliation 
that  comes  from  having  been  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God  and  to  each  other  across 
racial  boundaries  through  Jesus 
Christ.  Indeed,  we  have  inherited 
Christ’s  ministry  of  reconciliation. 
The  fact  that  we  continue  to  struggle 
toward  reconciliation  in  arenas 
where  it  isn’t  yet  achieved  only 
serves  to  enhance  our  credibility. 

We  have  the  gift  of  hope  that 
comes  from  often-painful  firsthand 
experience.  Our  history  shows  that 
we’ve  “been  there” — in  some  situa¬ 


tions  fraught  with  inequities  we’re 
still  there — but  we  cling  to  God’s 
promise  that  injustices  will  be  right¬ 
ed.  Consequently  we  can  testify  that 
positive  changes  in  race  relations 
can  occur  through  persistence, 
prayer  and  the  grace  of  God. 

As  a  first  step  toward  positive  in¬ 
terracial  relations,  we  encourage  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  to  use  Bishop 
Thomas’  historical  account  as  a 
model  for  “remembering  events” 
that  recall  the  congregation’s  histo¬ 
ry,  or  that  of  the  community,  in 
race  relations. 

Through  such  events,  individuals 
and  congregations  should  confront 
past  injustices  and  discern  and  claim 
gifts  that  can  be  used  to  promote  ra¬ 
cial  justice  in  their  communities. 


A  line  through  time 

The  segregation  and  integration  of  American  Methodism 


Of  3.148  Methodists 
in  the  colonies,  2,000  live 
south  of  the  Mason-Dixon  Line. 


1862-  With  the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation 
some  145.000 
former  slaves 
in  ME  Church. 
South  leave 
to  join  AME 
and  AME  Zion. 


1 844-  Methodist  general  conference 
suspends  Georgian  Bishop  James 
Osgood  Andrew  for  his  ownership 
of  staves.  The  Issue  divides  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  into 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  The  southern 
church  has  225.000  slave  members. 


1778-  Asbury  writes  into 
American  Book  of  Discipline 
that  no  Methodist  shall 
own  slaves.  Southern 
Methodists  ignore  the  edict. 


1 784-  The  Methodist  Episcopdl  Church 
is  formed.  14.000  hold  membership. 


1787-  Black  Methodists,  led  by  Richard  Allen. 

leave  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  after 
having  been  forbidden  communion  at  St. 
George's  Church,  Philadelphia. 


1796- Black  Methodists, 
led  by  James  Varick 
leave  John  Street 
Church  in  New  York 
City  over  discrimination. 


”L 


1830-  A  predominantly 
white  group  favoring 
lay  representation  at 
Methodist  general 
conference  leaves, 
forms  Methodist 
Protestant  Church. 


1821-  Varick  forms  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church  (AME  Zion).  6.000 
churches  today. 


1816-  Allen  forms  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  (AME).  6.200  churches  today. 


il 


1870-  ME  Church.  South  grants  a 
request  by  its  remaining  80.000 
black  members  to  form  the 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (CME). 


1939-  The  Methodist 
Protestant.  Methodist 
Episcopal,  and  the 
ME  Church,  South 
unite  to  form  The 
Methodist  Church. 
Black  churches 
are  grouped  In  a 
single,  segregated 
Central  Jurisdiction. 


1954-  CME  renamed  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  3.000  churches  today. 


Handbook  of  Denominations  in  the  United  States  " 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 

Handbook  of  American  and  Canadian  Churches,  1991 


1964-  The  Methodist  Church  enacts 
plans  to  merge  Central  Juris,  with 
geographic  jurisdictions.  Bishops 
James  S.  Thomas  and  Prince  A.  Taylor 
are  first  to  move  Into  previously 
all-white  geographic  jurisdictions. 


1968-  The  United 
Methodist  Church 
(UMC)  formed  by 
union  of  the 
Methodists 
and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren. 


1971-  Merger  of  last  black 
conferences  into  geographic 
jurisdictions  marks  end  of 
the  Central  Jurisdiction. 


1992 


Preliminary  talks 
begin  on  possible 
merger  of  AME,  AME 
Zion.  CME  and  UMC. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Was  bishop  misquoted  about  Walker  Railey? 


1  believe  1  know  Bishop  Jack 
Tuell  and  Dr.  Walker  Railey  rea¬ 
sonably  well.  I  have  served  under 
appointment  of  Bishop  Tuell  and  as 
pastor  to  Dr.  Railey. 

Well  before  the  trial  began  I  read 
and  reread  my  law  books  on  “at¬ 
tempted  murder.”  I  was  convinced 
in  my  own  mind  that  a  fair  jury 
could  not  find  my  friend,  Dr.  Rai¬ 
ley,  guilty.  There  was  great  jubila¬ 
tion  among  many  friends  both  in 
Texas  and  in  California  when  after 
six  years  of  anxiety  and  four  weeks 
of  trial  Dr.  Railey  was  legally  de¬ 
clared  “not  guilty.” 

What  greatly  grieves  me  is  that, 
having  had  many  people  give  me  an 


opinion  on  Bishop  Tuell’s  commen¬ 
tary  (see  UMR,  April  23),  only  one 
person  concluded  that  the  bishop 
was  not  saying  that  in  his  heart  he 
believed  that  Dr.  Railey  was  guilty 
as  charged.  Some  readers  viewed 
the  bishop’s  remarks  as  an  apology 
for  the  legal  system  offered  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  “in  their  hearts”  knew  bet¬ 
ter  than  12  jurors  in  San  Antonio. 

Is  there  some  possibility  that  the 
bishop  was  misquoted  or  reported 
out  of  context? 

Kenneth  G.  Heaton 
Lancaster,  California 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter 
published  Bishop  Tuell’s  commen¬ 
tary  as  he  wrote  it. 


You  left  it  out 

Regarding  the  Faith  Watch  item 
“Suit  Filed”  (see  UMR,  April  16),  it 
was  reported  that  a  lawsuit  against 
the  Securities  and  Exchange  Com¬ 
mission  (SEC)  was  filed  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Women’s  Division  and  others,  seek¬ 
ing  legal  action  against  the  SEC  for 
“rulings  that  bar  certain  shareholder 
resolutions  in  proxy  statements.” 

Not  disclosed  in  the  Reporter  arti¬ 
cle  was  the  lawsuit’s  purpose:  To  per¬ 
mit  proxy  fights  that  could  lead  to 
forcing  employers — notably  Cracker 
Barrel  Country  Stores,  in  a  case  be¬ 
fore  the  court — to  employ  homosex¬ 
uals. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


I  strongly  object  to  ihese  "end 
runs”  by  persons  within  the  UMC 
whose  goals  can’t  be  attempted 
openly  and  with  full  disclosure  of 
the  issues  to  the  membership.  They 
know  the  membership  has  already 
spoken  clearly  on  this  issue. 

W.  Leo  Y ates 

Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico 


We  need  to  transcend 


antagonism  of  extremes 


By  LARRY  CASTILLO-WILSON 


Was  Jesus  a  liberal  or  a  conser¬ 
vative? 

These  two  categories  polarized 
and  paralyzed  his  time  as  they  do 
ours  today. 

The  Pharisees  were  the  religious 
liberals  who  accepted  such  new 
ideas  as  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead  and  the  last  judgment.  The 
Sadducees  were  the  religious  con¬ 
servatives  who  rejected  these  new 
ideas  and  rigidly  held  to  the  letter 
of  the  written  law. 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Larry 
Castillo-Wilson  is 
pastor  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Church,  Marfa,  Tex¬ 
as  (New  Mexico  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


Who  did  Jesus  favor? 

Who  did  Jesus  side  with?  Nei¬ 
ther! 

Jesus  criticized  the  Pharisees  for 
their  rigidity  of  practice  and  the 
Sadducees  for  their  rigidity  of  in¬ 
terpretations.  And  rather  than 
identify  with  either  party,  he  tran¬ 
scended  the  liberal/conservative 
antagonism  and  creatively  blend¬ 
ed  both  elements  in  his  teaching 
and  his  ministry. 

Jesus  underscored  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  new  radical  whole¬ 
ness  which  he  envisioned  as  being 
akin  to  the  perfection  of  the  Heav¬ 
enly  Father. 

What  is  a  liberal  or  a  conserva¬ 
tive?  Liberal  and  conservative  are 
necessary  and  complementary  atti¬ 
tudes  in  life.  The  liberal  attitude 
seeks  to  create  the  new  good  of  the 
future  whereas  the  conservative 
attitude  seeks  to  preserve  the  old 
good  of  the  past. 

Problems  begin  when  the  virtue 
in  each  attitude  is  separated  from 
its  complement  and  stampeded  to 
the  extreme,  consequently  trans¬ 
forming  the  virtue  into  a  vice. 


Rigidity  causes  pain 

Much  of  the  pain  and  evil  of  his¬ 
tory  has  been  perpetrated  by  the 
rigid  conservative  who  wanted  to 
preserve  the  good  of  the  past  by 
preventing  the  good  of  the  future 
and  the  rigid  liberal  who  wanted 
to  create  the  good  of  the  future  by 
destroying  the  good  of  the  past. 

Enduring  progress  and  advance 
in  life  doesn’t  occur  with  a  com¬ 
plete  break  with  the  past,  but  rath¬ 
er  when  conservative  and  liberal 
attitudes  work  in  harmony  and  the 
best  new  truth  grows  creatively 
and  logically  from  the  chromo¬ 


somes  of  the  best  old  truth. 

We  need  only  look  at  history  to 
see  the  evidence  of  this: 

•f  The  newness  of  Jesus’  teach¬ 
ings  is  a  logical  development  of 
the  best  of  the  Hebrew  heritage; 

■f  The  newness  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  Methodism  was  a  logical  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  best  of  the 
Anglican  heritage; 

V  The  newness  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Constitution  was  a  logical  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  best  of  the 
colonial  heritage; 

■/  The  newness  of  Abraham 
Lincoln’s  administration  was  a 
logical  development  of  the  best  of 
the  American  heritage. 

In  all  these  historical  movements, 
liberal  and  conservative  attitudes 
were  magnificently  interwoven. 

The  history  of  the  Christian  faith 
has  been  the  story  of  the  struggle  to 
live  up  to  the  original  style  and  vi¬ 
sion  of  Jesus.  Our  challenge  today  is 
to  follow  Jesus’  heroic  example  and 
transcend  the  divisive  stereotyped 
categories  of  this  age  and  of  every 
age,  and  creatively  fuse  liberal/con¬ 
servative  perspectives. 

We  Christians  are  called  to  be 
precursors  for  the  human  spirit 
not  of  a  new  fragmentation,  but  of 
a  new  radical  wholeness — or  to 
say  it  in  a  different  way,  a  new 
radical  maturity. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum 
through  which  Reporter  readers 
share  their  opinions  and  concerns 
about  issues  facing  the  church. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum 
length)  to  "Here  I  Stand,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275.  Include  a  stamped,  self-ad¬ 
dressed  envelope  for  return  of 
manuscript. _ 


What  others  are  saying 


“Most  people  are  shopping  for  a 
God  who  will  meet  their  needs.  They 
will  sacrifice  nothing,  especially  them¬ 


selves.”  — The  Rev.  Leisa  M.  Rich¬ 
ards,  Salmon,  Idaho,  in  a  letter  to 
“Time”  magazine. 


As  'fool  for  Christ/ 1  healed  with  hugs 


By  KATIE  NEAL 


Coming  from  Oklahoma,  I  should 
have  known  better  than  to  claim 
“squatters’  rights,”  but  we  had  just 
moved  to  Colorado,  became  United 
Methodists,  and  left  that  same  af¬ 
ternoon  for  our  very  first  annual 
conference.  What  better  way  to 
learn  what  United  Methodists  be¬ 
lieve — and  practice? 

On  the  second  day  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  we  decided  to  “table  hop”  (a 
no-no,  we  learned).  Finding  two  un¬ 
occupied  places,  my  husband  and  I 
sat  down  and  were  chatting  with  an 
elderly  woman  we  had  met  earlier 
at  breakfast  when  I  was  greeted 
with:  “That’s  my  seat,  I  sat  there 
yesterday,  and  I  want  to  sit  with  my 
parishioners!” 

Thinking  it  was  the  other  woman 
about  to  be  evicted,  I  was  not  will¬ 
ing  to  give  up  our  seats — nor  was  I 
as  kind  as  Zoe  Wilson  (see  “My 
Witness,”  UMR,  April  2).  So,  I 
stood  my  ground. 

With  the  session  about  to  begin, 
and  perhaps  concerned  about  an 


My  Witness 


Ms.  Neal  is  a 
member  of  Basalt 
Community  United 
Methodist  Church, 
Basalt,  Colorado 
(Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


eruption,  or  “a  scene,”  another 
minister  quickly  brought  another 
chair,  saying,  “There’s  plenty  of 
room  for  all  of  us,  we  can  move 
down.”  Needless  to  say,  the  air  was 
c-o-o-1  for  the  next  couple  of  days. 


'  Heretic,  rebel,  a  thing  to  pout. 

He  drew  a  circle,  and  left  me  out.  ” 
Being  in  the  clown  ministry,  for 
some  reason  unknown  to  me  (but 
surely  known  to  God),  I  had  packed 
my  make-up  and  clown  garb.  Slip¬ 
ping  out  before  noon,  dressed  as  a 
“fool  for  Christ”  with  “love  bal¬ 
loons”  planted  along  the  walkway,  I 


perched  atop  a  rock  near  the  cafete¬ 
ria  door,  waiting  nervously.  I  need¬ 
ed  a  healing. 

Then,  the  lunch  line  began  to 
form!  Those  who  allowed  me  into 
their  space  were  given  big  hugs. 
Some  even  whispered,  “Thanks,  I 
needed  that.”  Then  came  along  that 
minister,  and  my  healing  occurred 
as  I  gave  you-know-who  the  biggest 
hug  of  all! 

"But  love  and  I  had  the  wit  to  win 

We  drew  a  circle  and  took  him  in. 

At  a  recent  sub-district  meeting  we 
were  told  something  like:  “We  should 
all  be  careful  in  what  we  do  or  say  at 
the  annual  conference.”  Do  you  sup¬ 
pose  we  should  be  careful  because 
our  Christianity  is  showing? 

“My  Witness’"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


What  about  Christians? 

In  response  to  the  April  16  arti¬ 
cles  on  the  Holocaust  and  Chris¬ 
tians,  the  Jewish  author,  Max  Di- 
mont.  in  his  book  “Jews,  God  and 
History”  stated:  “. . .  the  Germans 
exterminated  with  systemized  mur¬ 
der  12  million  men,  women  and 
children,  in  concentration  camps, 
by  firing  squads,  and  in  gas  cham¬ 
bers.  Of  these  12  million  victims,  7 
million  were  Christians  and  5  mil¬ 
lion  were  JewS|-pl.4  Christians  for 
every  Jew.  But  because  the  Nazis 
shouted  ‘Kill  the  Jews,’  the  world 
blinded  itself  to  the  murder  of 
Christians.” 

His  footnote  states  that  the  Nu¬ 
remberg  trials  cited  4,500,000  Jews 
killed  by  Germans  with  other  esti¬ 
mates  varying  from  5,600,000  to 
4,200,000. 

Why  do  we  Christians  not  join 
with  the  Jews  to  remember  the 
Anti-Christ  nature  of  Hitler?  Why 
are  we  blinded? 

Charles  A.  Rodenberger 
Baird,  Texas 
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Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“I  am  the  vine,  you  are  the 
branches.  Those  who  abide  in  me 
and  I  in  them  bear  much  fruit,  be¬ 
cause  apart  from  me  you  can  do 
nothing." 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Colossians  1:18) 


Readings  for  week  of  May  16 

Sunday:  Psalms  66:8-1 5 
Monday:  Psalms  66: 1 6-20 
Tuesday:  \cis  17:22-28 
Wednesday:  Acts  1 7:29-3 1 
Thursday:  I  Peter  3:13-17 


Friday:  1  Peter  3:18-22 


Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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HEALTH  PLAN  BACKED:  In  separate 
resolutions  adopted  May  6  in  San  Diego,  Calif., 
United  Methodist  bishops  called  for  a  national 
health-care  plan,  condemned  the  worldwide  re- 
emergence  of  hate  groups  and  praised  the  work 
of  the  late  Cesar  Chavez.  The  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops,  meeting  May  1-7,  also 
wrote  letters  to  President  Clinton,  applauding 
his  efforts  to  redefine  U.S.  policies  toward  An¬ 
gola  and  calling  for  national  town  meetings  on 
the  urban  crisis.  Acting  on  the  resolutions  were 
67  bishops  from  the  United  States,  Europe,  Af¬ 
rica  and  the  Philippines.  Retired  bishops  attend 
the  semi-annual  meetings  but  do  not  vote. 

SIGNS  OF  HOPE:  The  new  round  of  Is- 
raeli-Palestinian  peace  talks  offers  hope  if  both 
sides  can  address  the  real  is¬ 
sues,  according  to  United 
Methodists  promoting 
peace.  The  Rev.  Joe  Hale, 

World  Methodist  Council 
general  secretary,  said  Pal¬ 
estinian  land  occupied  by 
Israel  since  the  1 967  war  is 
the  central  issue.  Bonnie 
Jones  Gehweiler  of 
Waynesville,  N.C.,  coordinator  of  tours  to  the 
Middle  East,  said  the  current  Israeli  ban  on  Pal¬ 
estinian  travel  outside  Gaza  and  the  West  Bank 
isbreaking  up  family  units  and  may  lead  to  star¬ 
vation  because  of  lack  of  income. 

STAY  IN  DENVER:  During  the  closing 
minutes  of  the  recent  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  meeting — with  only  58  of  the  council’s 
more  than  100  voting  members  still  present — 
the  group  went  on  record  in  favor  of  staying 
with  Denver  as  the  site  of  the  church’s  1996 
General  Conference.  Various  groups  in  the 
church  have  called  either  for  moving  the  meet¬ 
ing  or  leaving  it  in  Colorado  in  the  wake  of  that 
state’s  passage  of  a  constitutional  amendment 
that  opponents  claim  legalizes  discrimination 
against  homosexuals. 

AID  TO  CUBA:  The  same  March  winter 
storm  that  devastated  the  U.S.  East  Coast  de¬ 
stroyed  this  year's  banana,  tomato  and  tobacco 
crops  in  Cuba  at  a  time  when  that  island  coun¬ 
try  is  experiencing  a  severe  food  shortage.  And 
among  the  $1  billion  in  storm-related  damages 
was  the  near-destruction  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Juan,  a  Havana  suburb,  said  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  After  a 
May  3-7  visit  by  UMCOR  and  other  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  executives,  the  relief 
agency  is  trying  to  put  together  a  shipment  of 
building  materials  to  repair  church  property 
apd  possibly  to  organize  Volunteer  in  Mission 
teams  to  help  do  the  work.  Individual  United 
Methodists  may  donate  to  UMCOR  Advance 
No.  982450-8,  Cuba  emergency. 


Bonnie  Gehweiler 


These  are  the  four  guidelines  for  “communities  of 
shalom"  as  developed  by  the  United  Methodist  com¬ 
mittee  leading  the  church's  new  urban  initiative: 

/Revitalization,  including  "witness  of  the  gospel  to 
the  community  of  broken  humanity"; 

/  Strategic  planning  developed  "for  the  community,  by 
the  community"; 


✓  Local  development  sustained  by  "leveraging  commu¬ 
nity  resources"; 

✓  Commitment  of  local  congregations  in  the  community 
and  promise  of  resources  and  personnel  from  the 
church’s  regional  units  and  leaders. 

— United  Methodist  News  Service 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


survey  new  Los  Angeles  initiative 


LOS  ANGELES — One  year  after  the  verdict  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  trial  over  the  beating  of  Rodney  King  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  rioting,  United  Methodists  gathered  May  3  in  South 
Central  Los  Angeles  to  launch  a  national  urban  initiative. 

“Building  communities  of  shalom  for  the  healing  of  the 
city”  read  the  banner  at  a  festive  outdoor  rally  where 
more  than  130  bishops  from  around  the  world  mingled 
with  government,  community  or  church  leaders  as  well  as 
curious  passersby  and  city  residents.  (“Shalom”  is  the 
Hebrew  word  for  peace.) 

Among  those  challenging  the  church  to  intensify  its  re¬ 
sponse  to  urban  needs  was  Joycelyn  Elders,  an  active 
United  Methodist  from  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  President 
Clinton’s  nominee  for  U.S.  surgeon  general. 

Introduced  as  the  “doctor  in  the  house”  who  will  help 
bring  “balm  to  Gilead,”  Dr.  Elders  called  on  the  church 
to  work  with  other  groups  to  attack  root  causes  of  poverty 
and  injustice. 

She  warned  against  “putting  dirt  on  the  volcano”  while 
the  gap  continues  to  widen  between  rich  and  poor. 

Church  and  government 

She  challenged  the  belief  that  separation  of  church  and 
state  prevents  the  church’s  working  with  government. 

“When  the  church  gets  involved  with  government ...  we 
can  all  do  it  better,”  she  declared. 

Dr.  Elders,  a  pediatrician  and  endocrinologist,  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Arkansas  Department  of  Health. 

The  bishops  traveled  by  bus  from  San  Diego  to  Los  An¬ 
geles  on  the  first  day  of  their  semi-annual,  week-long  meet¬ 
ing  to  tour  model  shalom  communities  and  to  participate 
in  the  noon  rally  on  a  blocked-off  near-downtown  street. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  chairman  of  the  church’s  12- 
member  national  shalom  committee,  said  the  group  went 
to  Los  Angeles  “to  bring  hope  ...  to  provide  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  all  to  be  a  part  of  the  family  of  God  so  no  one  will 
be  without  hope.” 

He  shared  a  message  from  “three  Kings”: 

■  Rodney  King — “Can’t  we  all  just  get  along?” 

■  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. — “Where  do  we  go  from 
this  moment,  chaos  or  community?” 

■  the  “King  of  kings”:  “I  have  come  that  you  might 
have  life  and  have  it  more  abundantly.” 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  Council  of  Bishops  president 
for  1992-93,  pledged  that  body’s  efforts  to  gather  re¬ 
sources  to  implement  the  proposal  (see  related  item  on 
this  page). 

“Many  of  us  in  standard-brand  denominations  have  re¬ 
sponded  to  cities  by  vacating  them,”  he  said.  “We  must 
return  to  be  people  in  community.” 

Welcoming  the  bishops  and  guests  to  the  rally,  Los  An¬ 
geles  Area  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  expressed  hope  for  the 
church’s  increased  resolve  to  re-enter  urban  ministry 
with  “competence  and  confidence.” 


REPORTER  YIAEE  PMUIOS  BY  |UE1N  A.  LOVELACE 

LOS  ANGELES— A  street-person  volunteer  gets  into  the  spirit  as  he  offers  a  napkin  and  plasticware  to  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Hermann  Sticher  from  Germany.  In  lower  photo,  Iowa  Area  Bishop  Charles 
Wesley  Jordan  surveys  the  crowd  who  gathered  for  a  worship  service  and  light  lunch  on  a  blocked-off 
street  where  the  church's  Council  of  Bishops  launched  a  new  urban  initiative.  Later,  in  business  sessions, 
the  bishops  approved  a  churchwide  special  offering  for  Sunday,  Oct.  31,  with  a  goal  of  $5  million  to  create 
a  “community  of  shalom"  in  Los  Angeles. 


The  bishops'  visit  came  on  the  first  anniversary  of  ac¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  church’s  top  legislative  body  in  session 
at  the  time  of  the  1992  civil  disturbances  in  Los  Angeles. 


Peace  plan 

The  worldwide  body  of  nearly  1 ,000  delegates,  meeting 
in  May  1992  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  set  in  motion  a  “shalom 
zone”  plan  for  the  inner  city  of  Los  Angeles. 

The  plan  called  for  bringing  together  church  resources  to 
rebuild  “both  physical  structures  and  human  lives  broken 
by  the  cycle  of  poverty  and  deprivation.” 

Since  that  time,  United  Methodists  have  contributed 
$340,000  to  the  effort  through  the  denomination’s  relief 
agency,  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
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Violence  declared  not  'natural  part  of  life ' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— A  United  Method¬ 
ist  physician  from  Boston  says 
America  has  ignored  one  of  its 
oldest  public  health  emergencies: 
the  health  problem  of  violence. 

“Part  of  the  problem  is  that  we 
don’t  think  we  can  prevent  vio¬ 
lence,”  contends  Deborah  Proth¬ 
row-Stith,  assistant  dean  of  the 
Harvard  School  of  Public  Health. 
“As  a  society  we  think  that  vio¬ 
lence  is  a  natural  part  of  life.” 

Making  sure  that  violence  is  not 
a  part  of  everyday  life  was  the 
theme  of  the  April  29-May  2  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  meeting  on  youth 
and  violence  where  she  spoke. 

Multiple  violence  issues 

Some  200  young  people  and 
their  adult  sponsors  discussed 
such  topics  as  violence  related  to 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  family  vi¬ 
olence,  hate  crimes,  sexual  abuse, 
gang  violence  and  occult-related 
violence. 

In  her  keynote  address,  Dr. 
Prothrow-Stith  reminded  the 
group  that  the  health  emergency  of 
violence  can  have  deadly  conse¬ 
quences. 

A  member  of  inner-city  Union 


"As  I  was  giving 
medical  assistance  to  a 
young  man  who  needed 
stitches  over  his  eye,  he 
said,  'Don't  go  to  bed. 
The  person  who  did  this 
to  me  will  be  here  in  an 
hour...' " 

— Deborah  Prothrow-Stith 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Bos¬ 
ton  where  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Stith  is  pastor,  Dr.  Proth¬ 
row-Stith  has  created  a  national 
model  for  violence  prevention. 
This  curriculum  is  used  in  school 
districts  and  church  groups  across 
the  country. 

Her  program: 

/  Acknowledges  anger  as  a  nor¬ 
mal  and  natural  emotion. 

/  Alerts  students  that  they  are 
at  high  risk  of  being  the  victim  or 
the  perpetrator  of  an  act  of  vio¬ 
lence. 

✓  Allows  students  to  analyze  the 
precursors  of  a  fight. 

/  Offers  positive  ways  to  deal 
with  anger  and  arguments — the 
leading  causes  of  homicide. 


/  Reminds  adults  that  they  can 
provide  alternatives  to  fighting 
through  youth  activities  and 
through  being  available  to  discuss 
youth  problems. 

"Tired  of  stitching" 

A  former  emergency  room  phy¬ 
sician  at  Boston  City  Hospital,  Dr. 
Prothrow-Stith  said  she  became  an 
advocate  for  violence  prevention 
when  she  got  “a  little  tired  of 
stitching  people  up  and  sending 
them  out  to  get  hurt  all  over  again. 

“As  I  was  giving  medical  assis¬ 
tance  to  a  young  man  who  needed 
stitches  over  his  eye  at  3  a.m.,  he 
said,  ‘Don’t  go  to  bed.  The  person 
who  did  this  to  me  will  be  here  in 
an  hour.  You’ll  get  all  the  practice 
you  need  in  putting  in  stitches 
when  I  get  through  with  him.’ 

“I  had  heard  that  people  walk 
out  of  hospital  emergency  rooms 
and  go  right  out  and  get  revenge, 
but  no  one  had  ever  said  that  to 
me,”  she  said. 

“I  told  my  story  to  a  policeman. 
All  he  said  was,  ‘Well,  we  can’t  do 
anything  until  something  hap¬ 
pens.’  ” 

During  a  slide  presentation,  Dr. 
Prothrow-Stith  told  a  captivated 
audience  that  the  United  States 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO 
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CHICAGO  —  "I  will  put  my 
spirit  within  you,  and  you  shall 
live  . . says  the  scripture  ref¬ 
erence  on  t-shirts  worn  at  the 
recent  UM  Youth  and  Violence 
meeting.  Participants  were 
called  to  commitment  and  ac¬ 
tion  to  prevent  violence. 

has  the  highest  rate  of  any  indus¬ 
trialized  country  of  violence  in¬ 
volving  young  men. 

Homicide  statistics  are  worst  for 
black  men  ages  15-25  who  live  in 
poverty,  especially  in  overcrowded 
conditions. 

Dr.  Prothrow-Stith  said  violent 
acts  stem  from  incidents  where 
people  experience  fear  and  anger 
and  think  violence  is  the  only  way 
to  resolve  their  anger.  Contrary  to 
media  reports,  many  victims  of  vi¬ 
olence  were  acquaintances  or  good 
friends  of  their  attackers,  she  add¬ 
ed. 

Following  her  presentation,  one 
youth,  who  said  he  was  recovering 
from  violent  behavior,  asked  the 
speaker  how  he  could  control  his 
outbursts  of  anger. 


Prevent! 

Here  are  methods  Dr.  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith 
recommends  youths  use  to  prevent  violence  In 
schools  and  communities. 

/  Stop  spreading  rumors.  For  many  adolescents 
"saving  face  is  all  important,"  says  Dr.  Prothrow-Stith 
in  her  violence  prevention  curriculum.  "Young  people 
are  injuring  and  killing  one  another  daily  over  incidents 
that  most  of  us  would  consider  trivial. 

■f  Stay  away  from  fights.  "I  am  asking  you  to  pre¬ 
vent  fighting,"  said  Dr.  Prothrow-Stith,  "because  fight¬ 
ing  is  a  lousy  way  to  lose  a  friend.” 

/  Work  on  your  appetites  for  violence.  “You  en¬ 
joy  violence  because  that  is  what  we  have  taught 


Syou,”  said  Dr.  Prothrow-Stith.  "But 
movies  that  teach  violence  will  flop  at 
the  box  office  if  you  don’t  go  to  see 

“In  some  ways,  we  have  to  integrate 
this  whole  notion  of  nonviolence  into 
our  churches.  You  need  to  pray  about  it 
and  you  need  to  have  role  models  and 
mentors  in  the  community. 

"Not  many  preachers  preach  from  the  text  when  Je¬ 
sus  says,  ‘If  someone  hits  you  on  the  right  cheek,  turn 
the  left  cheek.’ 

"But  nonviolence  is  more  productive  and  powerful 
than  violence.  And  Jesus  did  not  want  us  to  be  wimps 
but  to  be  productive  people." 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


UMs  at  peace  summit 
support  gangs'  efforts 


By  STEVE  COX 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Gang 
leaders  at  a  recent  national  peace 
summit  received  strong  supnort  in 
their  endeavors  from  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  other  people  of  faith. 

Participants  at  the  April  30-May 
2  meeting  frequently  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  they  were  not 
just  bringing  together  gangs  at  war 
with  each  other  but  were  also  call¬ 
ing  Christians,  Jews  and  Muslims  to 
a  new  spirit  of  harmony. 

Faith  was  in  evidence  throughout 
the  event. 

The  three-day  meeting  opened 
with  a  breakfast  sponsored  by  Kan¬ 
sas  City  Mayor  Emanuel  Cleaver,  a 
United  Methodist  pastor.  The  sum¬ 
mit  concluded  with  worship  in  a 
Baptist  church. 

Even  the  post-summit  press  con¬ 
ference  ended  with  prayer. 

The  United  Methodist  Church, 
through  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
sent  two  observers  and  provided 
funds  for  the  event. 

Jerald  Scott,  a  Global  Ministries 
staff  member  and  one  of  the  official 
observers,  said  the  summit  was 
“history  in  the  making.” 

“I’m  glad  the  church  is  part  of 
this,”  she  said. 

The  meeting  was  intended  as  a 
national  urban  peace  and  justice 
summit.  Former  and  current  lead¬ 
ers  representing  eight  organizations, 
such  as  the  Bloods,  Crips,  Latin 
Kings  and  Disciples  gangs,  held 
closed-door  sessions  throughout  the 
weekend  to  establish  gang  truces. 

Their  conclusions,  however,  sug¬ 
gested  that  gang  violence  is  directly 
tied  to  what  they  called  “the  vio¬ 
lence  of  homelessness,  the  violence 
of  poverty  and  the  violence  of  po¬ 
lice  brutality.” 

The  gangs  declared  a  truce  among 
themselves  and  called  for: 

■  The  federal  government  to  es¬ 
tablish  500,000  jobs  for  at-risk 


youths; 

■  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno 
to  make  public  the  status  of  15,000 
police  brutality  cases; 

■  Communities  to  work  at  restor¬ 
ing  traditional  values,  building  self-es¬ 
teem  and  creating  healthy  and  safe 
environments  in  all  neighborhoods. 

Mr.  Cox  is  editor  of  the  Missouri 
West  Annual  Conference  edition  of 
the  United  Methodist  Review,  sister 
publication  to  the  Reporter. 


HANDBELL  CHOIRS 

I  W  «s  Send  lor  FREE  brochure 
on  "Assigning  and  Marking 
^  Handbell  Music."  Send  to: 
Bridgeway  Press,  P.O.  Box 
Wr  21863,  Little  Rock,  A R. 
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CLASSIFIED 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  1200-member  church,  will  assume  responsibil¬ 
ities  immediately,  must  have  degree  and  should  be 
experienced.  Responsible  for  education — all  age  lev¬ 
els,  emphasis  on  adult  and  children  ministries.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Marshall  McQueen, 
Fust  UMC  P.O.  Box  925,  Katy,  TX  77492-0925. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  800-member  church  is 
seeking  an  Organist  to  play  our  new  3  manual  Allen 
organ.  Send  resume  to:  SPRC  Asbury  UMC,  10,000 
Candelaria NE,  Albuquerque,  MN  8/1 11 _ 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  2150-member 
church  in  rapid  growth  area.  S2 5,000  plus  benefits, 
start  July  1 .  Send  resumes  by  May  1 5  to:  Dr.  Robert 
Vanhouse,  P.O.  Box  390,  Edmond,  OK  73083. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  POSITION  available. 
1600-member  church  in  southeastern  New  Mexico. 
Strong  music  programs.  Salary  according  to  experi¬ 
ence  and  qualifications.  Send  resumes  to:  Search 
Committee,  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1913,  Rosv.cU.  NM  88202-1913. _ 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  Minis¬ 
try  at  3, 000-membcr  church.  Prefer  diaconal  minister 
or  person  with  certification  in  Christian  Education. 
Salary  is  negotiable,  depending  upon  experience  and 
qualifications.  Please  send  resume  to:  Children’s  Di¬ 
rector  Search  Committee,  Pulaski  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church,  4823  Woodlawn,  Little  Rock,  AR 
72205.  If  at  all  possible,  fax  them  to  (501)  664-4835. 

PEACHTREE  ROAD  UMC,  growing  4200-member 
church  seeks  youth  minister.  Church  supports  out¬ 
reach-oriented  program.  Join  first-rate  staff  Salary 
commensurate  with  qualifications.  Send  vita  and  ap¬ 
plication  letter  Dr.  Margaret  .Ann  Crain,  Director 
Christian  Education,  3180  Peachtree  Road,  NE,  At¬ 
lanta,  GA  30363. _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  Scamtt-Bennett 
Center,  Nashville,  TN.  Conference  and  retreat  center 
for  laity.  Strong  emphasis  on  social  justice.  7-10  years 
work  experience  and  United  Methodist  church  mem¬ 
bership  required.  Development  experience  hdpfuL 
Submit  letter  of  interest,  resume,  and  salary  history 
to:  Marilyn  Whaley  Winters,  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1502,  New 
York.  NY  10115.  Application  deadline:  July  31, 
1993. 
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ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION:  The 

Navajo  United  Methodist  Center  in  Farming- 
ton,  N.M.,  will  host  a  reunion  June  4-6  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  church's  102  years  of  ministry 
with  the  Navajo  people.  A  weekend  of  programs 
has  been  scheduled  in  conjunction  with  the  Na¬ 
vajo  Preparatory  School’s  graduation  on  June  4. 
The  school  serves  students  from  grade  nine 
through  12. 

RELIGION  PARLIAMENT:  Northern  Il¬ 
linois  United  Methodists  are  preparing  for  the 
Parliament  of  World’s  Religions  Aug.  28-Sept.  4 
in  Chicago.  The  Rev.  Edgar  L.  Hiestand  Jr., 
pastor  of  River  Forest  (Ill.)  UMC,  said  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  will  join  Chi- 
cago-area  United  Methodists  in  sponsoring  a 
Christian-Muslim  dialogue  featuring  German 
Catholic  theologian  Hans  Kung  and  Islamic  au¬ 
thority  Mahmoub  Ayoub  of  Temple  University. 
Mr.  .Hiestand  said  the  church  also  will  sponsor  a 
Jewish-United  Methodist  dialogue.  The  ‘‘parlia¬ 
ment’’  is  sponsored  by  some  125  religious 
groups. 

AMENDMENTS  ON  DOCKET:  Nine¬ 
teen  amendments  to  United  Methodist  consti¬ 
tution  will  be  up  for  adoption  at  this  year’s 
sessions  of  annual  (regional)  conferences  May 
12-June  23.  Constitutional  amendments  were 
sent  to  annual  conferences  for  ratification  by 
the  1992  General  Conference,  the  church’s  top 
governing  assembly.  Most  amendments  propose 
changing  the  words  “ministers”  and  “ministeri¬ 
al”  to  “clergy.”  The  more  precise  language  is 
aimed  at  eliminating  confusion.  United  Meth¬ 
odism  has,  in  addition  to  ordained  clergy,  many 
unordained  church  workers  in  ministry,  includ¬ 
ing  those  known  as  “diaconal  ministers.”  An¬ 
other  amendment  would  ease  the  transfer  of  a 
bishop  from  one  geographical  region  known  as  a 
jurisdiction  to  another. 

PUBLISHING  SALES  INCREASE:  in¬ 
creased  sales  of  the  newly  published  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship  and  the  1992  revi¬ 
sion  of  church  law  have  painted  a  better  eco¬ 
nomic  picture  for  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  said  its  president.  After  the 
fiscal  year  began  “in  the  hole,”  the  house’s  total 
revenue  for  the  first  six  months  was 
$48,255,940,  more  than  $800,000— or  nearly  2 
percent — over  budget,  Robert  K.  Feaster  told 
the  45-member  Board  of  Publication  at  its  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  in  Savannah,  Ga.  Among  other 
factors,  Dr.  Feaster  credited  better-than-expect- 
ed  sales  of  the  Book  of  Worship,  released  last 
fall.  More  than  30,000  copies  have  been  sold 
and  the  first  printing  of  20,000  sold  out  imme¬ 
diately. 

'KALEIDOSCOPE'  DEBUTS:  A  new  United 
Methodist  regional  magazine  premiered 
recently  in  churches  of  the  Baltimore-Washing- 
ton  Conference.  “Kaleidoscope,”  a  52-page 
glossy  magazine  with  color  photos  throughout, 
was  distributed  to  approximately  80,000  fam¬ 
ilies  attending  Easter  services.  “I  like  to  think  of 
‘Kaleidoscope’  as  a  ‘fun’  magazine  that  will  tell 
the  story  of  significant  ministries  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  said  the  Rev.  Jim  Skilling 
ton,  editor-publisher  of  the  magazine  and  of  the 
conference’s  newspaper  “United  Methodist 
Connection.”  The  magazine’s  first  issue  primar¬ 
ily  focuses  on  the  heritage  and  diverse  cultures 
of  the  conference. 


U.S.-Mexico  border  poverty  examined 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

LAS  MILPAS,  Texas — Crude 
wooden  shacks  and  rusty  buses 
converted  into  living  quarters 
form  the  perimeter  of  this  co- 
lonia  near  the  border  between 
the  U.S.  and  Mexico. 

On  rough  benches  outside  a 
shed  housing  a  shared  latrine,  a 
10-member  team  of  church  lead¬ 
ers  from  the  U.S.,  Canada  and 
Mexico  sat  with  residents — 
mostly  women  with  small  chil¬ 
dren  or  babies  in  their  arms. 

Some  women  talked  about  life 
without  running  water,  indoor 
plumbing,  paved  streets,  ade¬ 
quate  housing,  education,  decent 
wages  or  political  power. 

Local  church  workers  assured 
the  visitors  that  the  women’s  sto¬ 
ries  reflected  similar  conditions 
in  hundreds  of  colonias  on  both 
sides  of  the  U.S.-Mexico  border. 

1.5  million  people 

An  estimated  1.5  million  peo¬ 
ple  live  in  colonias  along  both 
sides  of  the  Rio  Grande,  recently 
designated  “America’s  dirtiest 
river”  because  of  its  high  pollu¬ 
tion  level. 

The  Las  Milpas  colonia — 
Spanish  for  “colony” — was  the 
first  stop  on  a  two-day  pastoral 
visit  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  10-member  team  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  another  20  to  30 
regional  church  workers  involved 
in  ecumenical  border  ministries. 

In  addition  to  visiting  a  U.S. 
colonia,  the  team: 

■  Traveled  to  Matamoros, 
Mexico,  to  see  another  colonia 
and  a  maquiladora  (factory), 
where  they  learned  of  workers’ 
struggles  for  adequate  wages  and 
safe  working  conditions. 

■  Heard  from  public  health  of- 


Some  women  talked 
about  life  without 
running  water,  indoor 
plumbing,  paved 
streets,  adequate 
housing,  or  education. 

ficials  about  what  are  believed  to 
be  pollution-related  birth  defects 
among  immigrant  women  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley.  One  of  the 
most  serious  is  anencephaly  (ba¬ 
bies  bom  without  a  brain). 

■  Heard  from  representatives 
of  dozens  of  border  ministries, 
most  of  which  are  ecumenical  be¬ 
cause  needs  are  too  great  for  any 
one  denomination’s  resources. 

Were  urged  to  do  more 

Nearly  all  border  ministry  rep¬ 
resentatives  urged  that  churches 
do  more — especially  in  political 
arenas — to  aid  those  who  live 
along  both  sides  of  the  U.S.-Mex¬ 
ico  border. 

But  the  NCC  team  also  heard  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  urge  the 
church  leaders  to  consider  “both 
sides  of  the  issue.” 

“You  might  look  upon  me  as 
the  ‘pastor  of  the  oppressors,’ 
joked  the  Rev.  Gregory  Hackett 
in  describing  his  middle-to-up- 
per-middle-income  congregation 
at  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Harlingen. 

“But  I’d  like  you  to  think  about 
the  [Rio  Grande]  Valley  as  a  ‘stag¬ 
ing  area’ — a  first-generation  area. 
It’s  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  Texas 
by  the  buffer  zone  of  the  King 
Ranch — hundreds  of  acres.  It’s 
hard  [for  first-generation  immi¬ 
grants]  to  move  from  here.” 

Mr.  Hackett  added  that  Rio 
Grande  Valley  residents  are  frus¬ 
trated  over  the  complexity  of  in¬ 
tertwining  problems  of  immigra- 
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LAS  MILPAS,  Texas — These  are  typical  "homes"  at  this  colonia  near  the  border  between  the 
U.S.  and  Mexico.  Church  leaders  on  a  recent  two-day  pastoral  visit  to  the  area  heard  that  an  es¬ 
timated  1.5  million  people  live  in  similar  conditions  in  hundreds  of  colonias  on  both  sides  of  the 
U.S.-Mexico  border  (see  accompanying  stories). 


tion,  population,  pollution  and 
economy  on  both  sides  of  the 
border. 

Problems  'will  not  go  away' 

As  one  example  he  cited  recent 
experience  of  his  church’s  custodi¬ 
an.  Because  of  the  strain  on  medi¬ 
cal  services  caused  by  immigrants 
and  winter  residents,  the  custodi¬ 
an  waited  1 2  hours  in  a  Harlingen 
emergency  room  for  his  injured 
daughter  to  be  treated. 

“The  problem  will  not  go 


away,”  Mr.  Hackett  insisted. 
“The  question  will  be:  ‘How  do 
we  learn  to  live  with  this?’  ” 

The  NCC  team’s  visit  fulfilled 
a  request  for  a  pastoral  call  made 
last  fall  by  participants  at  the  “La 
Frontera”  [The  Border]  confer¬ 
ence  held  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  and 
Ciudad  Juarez,  Mexico  (see 
UfVIR,  Dec.  4,  1992). 

Representing  The  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  recent 
pastoral  visit  were  Bishop  Ray¬ 
mond  Owen  (San  Antonio  Area); 


the  Rev.  Warren  Homung,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  McAllen, 
Texas,  district  for  the  Southwest 
Texas  Conference;  and  the  Rev. 
Eubaldo  Ponce,  superintendent 
of  the  McAllen  district  for  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference. 

Other  participants  represented 
the  United  Church  of  Christ,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S. A.), 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  America,  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  and  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church. 


UM  ministry  making  life  a  little  better  on  the  border 


Life  on  the  border 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

HARLINGEN,  Texas— What¬ 
ever  the  ministry  need  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley,  it’s  likely  that 
United  Methodists  are  respond¬ 
ing  to  it. 

That’s  the  word  from  two  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  in  the  region: 
the  Rev.  Warren  Homung,  McAl¬ 
len  district  superintendent  for  the 
Southwest  Texas  Annual’Confer- 
ence,  and  the  Rev.  Eubaldo  Ponce, 
McAllen  district  superintendent  for 
the  Spanish-Ianguage  Rio  Grande 
Annual  Conference. 

The  two  superintendents  joined 
an  ecumenical  team  recently  on  a 
pastoral  visit  (see  story  above). 

“We  taught  89  women  in  the 
colonia  of  Las  Milpas  to  sew  and 
gave  them  sewing  machines,” 


" Our  conference  has 
12  missions  in  the 
colonias.  We'd  open 
another  12  if  we  had 
the  money." 

— Eubaldo  Ponce 

Mr.  Homung  told  the  Reporter. 

“Now  we  bring  in  children’s 
clothes  for  them  to  alter  for  man¬ 
ufacturers  so  they  can  earn 
wages.  Our  goal  is  to  teach  and 
equip  200  women.” 

Mr.  Ponce  added:  “Our  con¬ 
ference  has  12  missions  in  the  co¬ 
lonias.  We’d  open  another  12  if 
we  had  the  money.” 

Mr.  Ponce  said  that  one  of  the 


largest  projects  in  which  his  con¬ 
ference  has  participated  was  the 
distribution  of  13,000  blankets 
last  winter. 

The  blankets  were  a  project  of 
Church  World  Service,  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  contributed 
$50,000  to  the  blanket  project. 

The  two  United  Methodist  su¬ 
perintendents,  who  work  closely 
with  each  other,  said  they  en¬ 
courage  their  local  congregations 
to  have  at  least  three  border  mis¬ 
sion  projects  and  to  work  on 
both  sides  of  the  border. 

Mr.  Hornung  added  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  from  outside  Tex¬ 
as  also  support  mission  projects. 

“Last  year  we  had  100  work 


teams  down  here,  including  some 
from  local  congregations,  high 
schools,  colleges  and  Volunteers 
in  Mission,”  he  said.  “We  do  a 
lot  of  work  on  houses,  some 
building,  some  repair  or  finishing 
incomplete  homes.” 

In  addition  to  local  projects 
along  the  U.S.-Mexico  border,  in 
this  region  United  Methodists 
support: 

2  Good  Neighbors,  a  multiple 
assistance  ministry  that  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  National  Division  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries; 

/  Several  projects  related  to 
the  church’s  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church  “that  provide 
funds  for  immigration  counsel¬ 
ing,  legal  assistance  and  refugee 
resettlement. 


Thinking  of  new 
choir  robes? 

Cokesbury  announces  our 
Annual  Summer  CHOIR  ROBE  SALE 
June  1,  1993  •  August  31,  1993 

Special  Savings 

All  choir  apparel 
&  accesssories 


Send  for  details  and  your 
free  choir  robe  kit! 

Cokesbury 


Call  or  visit  your  local  Cokesbury  store 
or  call  1-800-237-7511 


As  bury  Theological  Seminary 


A  T f'ATjrrirji  utm ttk 


For  70  Years.  Asbuiy  Seminary  Has  Carried  On 
The  Methodist  Tradition  By  Training  Men  And 
Women  For  World  Wesl^an  Leadership 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after  God’s  own  heart. 

He  was  a  tireless  preacher  A  scholar.  An  innovator.  His  leadership 
spurred  on  a  movement  o(  the  Spirit  which  gripped  the  frontier  with 
the  life-changing  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  Nearly  two  centuries  have 
passed  since  Asbury’s  final  circuit  ride,  yet  the  heart  of  his  ministry  beats 
on  .  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  A  More  than  an  institution,  Asbury 
is  a  community.  It’s  a  place  where  rich  tradition  and  innovative  thought  blend 
gracefully  to  the  backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills  of  the  Bluegrass.  A 
At  Asbury,  devotion  to  Scripture  and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  a  renowned 
faculty,  state-of-the-art  facilities  and  a  vision  for  the  future  A  So  if  you're 
looking  to  prepare  for  ministry  where  tradition  is  honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the  heartbeat  ol  ( ,od  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury.  A  I  o  learn 
more  about  Asbifry  s  tradition  ol  excel¬ 
lence,  call  the  director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY. 


A  Asbury 

Theological 
fi  Seminary 

204  N  Lexington  Avr  •  Wllmorc.  KY  40300-1 100 


' Suddenly  single': 
Is  life  worth  living ? 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Fourth  in  a  series 

When  Louise  received  a  phone  call 
reporting  that  her  husband,  Ted,  had 
been  killed  in  an  auto  accident,  her 
world  turned  upside  down. 

The  47-year-old  was  suddenly  sin¬ 
gle,  faced  with  the  task  of  carving  out 
a  new  life  for  herself.  No  longer  was 
she  a  wife.  She  was  a  widow. 

What  would  this  mean  for  her 
life?  she  wondered. 

More  to  the  point,  was  her  life 
worth  living  without  him? 

Now,  eight  months  after  Ted’s 
death,  Louise  looks  back  on  those 
painful  early  days  and  points  to  the 
singles  group  at  her  church. 

“They  came  into  my  situation 
and  helped  me  when  I  thought  I  was 
about  to  give  up  on  life.  They  knew 
how  I  was  hurting  and  they  knew 
what  it  would  take  to  get  me  on  my 
feet  again,”  Louise  said. 

Like  Louise,  the  widowed  in  our 
congregations  at  some  point  must 
mount  the  dual  challenge  of  starting 
over  and  continuing  on  alone. 

Unlike  the  never-married  and  the 
divorced,  the  widowed  are  not  sin¬ 
gle  by  choice  or  by  marital  failure. 
Singleness  is  forced  upon  them  in  a 
tragic  way. 

Their  individual  modes  of  grap¬ 
pling  with  death  mean  that  they 
may  wrestle  with  anger,  bitterness 
and  isolation. 

How  their  congregations  choose 
to  treat  them  can  help  determine 


SINGLES 

and  the  church 


What  your  congregation 
can  do! 

°  Offer  continued  support 
that  does  not  dictate 
u  Offer  support  groups 
°  Offer  seminars  on  such 
things  as  cooking,  finance 
and  car  repair  for  making 
life  adjustments 
°  Offer  Bible  study  on  handling 
the  death  of  a  spouse 


whether  the  widowed  win  or  lose 
the  wrestling  match. 

Some  church  members  take  the 
easy  way  out.  It  is  easier  for  them  to 
brush  past  the  grieving  in  the  vesti¬ 
bule  than  to  stop  and  ask  how  they 
are  doing. 

Death  is  such  an  overwhelming 
topic  for  many  people  to  talk  about 
that  they  shy  away  from  the  issue  as 
well  as  from  the  people  it  has  affect¬ 
ed  most  directly. 

Other  congregation  members  may 
get  too  involved  and  they  suffocate 
the  widowed  with  controlling  atten¬ 
tion  and  unrealistic  expectations. 

Widowers  caught  in  this  trap  may 
have  the  mode  of  grieving,  length  of 
grieving  and  even  the  wardrobe  of 
the  grieving  dictated  to  them. 
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Review  =. 
'Voice'  puts 
two  men's 
faith  on  TV 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Once  upon  a  time,  television 
networks  felt  an  obligation  to 
make  some  air-time  available  for 
religious  programming. 

In  the  past  decade  or  so, 
though,  there  has  been  a  steady 
erosion  of  the  amount  of  time 
commercial  broadcasters  have 
offered. 

The  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
has  managed  to  hold  onto  an 
hour  or  two  a  year  on  NBC,  and 
its  latest  special  “With  a  Clear 
Voice”  makes  the  most  of  this 
limited  time. 

This  is  the  first  program  for 
1993  in  the  series  “Horizons  of 
the  Spirit,”  which  is  presented  by 
the  Interfaith  Broadcast  Com¬ 
mission. 

Produced  by  the  Rev.  Kath¬ 
leen  LaCamera  and  United 
Methodist  Communications, 
“With  a  Clear  Voice”  profiles 
two  Christians  who  tenaciously 
cling  to  their  faith  as  they  battle 
to  overcome  barriers. 

Mel  Tomlinson  is  a  prominent 
black  dancer  in  a  ballet  world 
which  is  overwhelmingly  white. 
He  has  battled  against  both  overt 
and  subtle  racism— and  his  own 
family’s  derision — to  claim  his 
place  on  the  stage. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  tells  how  he 
has  been  sustained  by  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  dancing  is  “the  purpose 
of  my  life”  and  "a  gift  from 
God.” 

God  never  let  him  down 

Mr.  Tomlinson  made  a  stun¬ 
ning  debut  at  the  New  York  City 
Ballet  in  1981  and  now  is  with 
the  Boston  Ballet.  He  also  is  a 
Master  Teacher  in  the  Boston 
Ballet’s  “City  Dance”  program 
for  young  children. 

It  would  have  been  nice  to  see 
Mr.  Tomlinson  in  performance, 
but  we  do  see  him  rehearsing, 
praying  and  singing  hymns  in  a 
Baptist  church.  He  “found  God 
at  age  12,”  he  explains,  “and 
God  has  never  let  me  down.” 

Mr.  Tomlinson  speaks  about 
his  work  with  kids  as  “my  minis¬ 
try”  and  provides  some  wonder¬ 
ful,  inspiring  reflections  on  the 
joys  of  teaching  kindergartners. 

Bearing  personal  witness,  he 
tells  how  exciting  it  is  travel 
around  the  world,  to  perform  at 
the  White  House,  and  to  meet 
people  such  as  Bill  Cosby. 

From  refugee  to  politician 

The  Tomlinson  profile  is  inter¬ 
spersed  with  one  of  Paul  Boa- 
teng,  one  of  the  first  non-whites 
elected  to  Britain’s  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  Boateng  grew  up  in  Gha¬ 
na,  v/here  his  father  was  a  Cabi¬ 
net  member.  His  father  became  a 
political  prisoner  after  a  military 
coup.  The  rest  of  the  family  sud¬ 
denly  became  refugees — and 
quite  destitute. 

Mr.  Boateng  learned  from  this 
experience,  he  says,  “how  to  turn 
bad  into  good,”  and  we  see  him 
battling  for  justice  for  his  constit¬ 
uents,  most  of  whom  are  black. 

Political  life.  Mr.  Boateng  ex¬ 
plains,  has  always  been  as  much 
a  vocation  for  him  as  his  work  as 
a  Methodist  lay  preacher. 

With  a  father  from  Ghana  and 
a  mother  from  Scotland,  and 
having  himself  married  an  Afro- 
Caribbean  woman,  Mr.  Boateng 
claims  he  has  spent  his  life  trying 
to  bring  down  barriers  of  race, 
class,  gender,  and  sexuality. 

Mr.  Boateng  says  he  feels 
called  by  God  to  public  service  in 
order  to  “be  part  of  shaping 
things  ...  to  make  the  world  a 
better  place.” 

“With  a  Clear  Voice”  offers 
appealing  portraits  of  two  black 
men  who  are  living  out  their 
Christian  faith  with  verve  and 
style.  It  airs  on  Sunday,  May  16, 
at  12:30  p.m.  (Eastern  Time)  on 
about  one-quarter  of  the  NBC  af¬ 
filiates. 

Mr.  Coodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  films  and  televi¬ 
sion  for  the  Reporter. 
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The  Rev.  Kathleen  LaCamera  attended  a  workshop  several  years  ago  on  using  video  in  the  church.  Little 
did  she  know  then  that  her  initial  interest  would  eventually  send  her  around  the  world.  She  is  pictured 
here  in  front  of  the  Hammersmith  Bridge  in  London,  England. 

Pastor-producer  works  worldwide 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

She  thought  it  would  be  just  an¬ 
other  church  meeting  to  attend  and 
learn  about  using  video  in  the 
church. 

But  the  short  distance  the  young 
associate  pastor  traveled  in  1985 
from  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  New 
York  turned  out  to  be  the  first  trek 
in  a  trip  around  the  world. 

By  1993,  the  Rev.  Kathleen  LaCa¬ 
mera,  35.  had  traveled  to  China — she 
was  with  a  crew  in  Tiananmen  Square 
shortly  before  that  bloody  episode — 
and  across  the  United  States  and  Eu¬ 
rope  producing  television  stories 
about  the  mission  and  ministry  of 
United  Methodists. 

Now  she  is  in  the  second  year  of  a 
two-year  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  assignment  in  London. 
Her  newly  produced  documentary 
for  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the'U.S.A., 
“With  A  Clear  Voice,”  will  air  on 
NBC  (see  related  article  at  left). 

When  she  attended  that  first 
meeting.  Ms.  LaCamera  had  no 
idea  of  becoming  a  television  pro¬ 
ducer.  But,  as  an  artist  (a  flautist 
and  dancer),  she  is  passionate  and 
vocal  about  how  the  arts  can  be 
used  to  express  faith.  And  it  didn’t 
hurt  that  she  is  brilliant,  talented 
and  attractive. 

Had  no  idea 

As  a  result  of  that  1985  meeting  she 
caught  the  attention  of  church  com¬ 
munications  leaders  who  were  start¬ 
ing  a  new  United  Methodist  weekly 
television  show,  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

“So  I  end  up  in  this  room  with 


"It's  very  empowering 
because  you  don't  have 
to  be  afraid  anymore ..." 
— Kathleen  LaCamera 

these  guys  in  suits  talking  about  satel¬ 
lites  and  transponders  and  things  like 
that.  I  had  no  idea  what  they  were 
talking  about,”  Ms.  LaCamera  told 
the  Reporter,  laughing,  in  a  telephone 
interview  from  her  London  flat. 

She  started  with  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
as  the  film  reviewer  in  a  segment 
called  “Worth  Considering."  She  was 
a  novice.  But,  she  said,  the  Rev.  Bru¬ 
no  Caliandro  and  Nelson  Price,  the 
show’s  director  and  producer  respec¬ 
tively,  "were  just  wonderful  to  me 
and  gave  me  every  opportunity.” 

Soon  she  would  be  using  talents 
and  interests  she  had  had  since  she 
was  a  teenager  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

Not  the  place 

In  the  early  1970s  she  had  been  in¬ 
terested  in  politics  as  a  way  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  world,  she  said. 

But  a  stint  as  a  summer  intern  in 
the  U.S.  Senate  taught  her  that  “This 
is  not  a  place  to  get  anything  done  in 
a  hurry.” 

A  summer  working  as  a  youth  di¬ 
rector  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Petersburg  and  the 
encouragement  of  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Bob  Sprinkles,  nudged  her  to¬ 
ward  the  ordained  ministry. 

Shortly  thereafter,  armed  with  a 
degree  in  political  science  and  eco¬ 
nomics  from  the  University  of  Flor¬ 
ida,  Gainesville,  she  was  on  her  way 
to  Yale  Divinity  School. 


The  arts  were  never  far  from  her 
heart.  Two  years  out  of  seminary, 
she  started  the  New  York-based 
Foundation  for  Religion  and  the 
Arts. 

“New  York  was  a  great  place  to 
be,”  she  said.  “There  were  all  these 
artists  so  eager  to  express  their  faith 
through  their  work." 

However,  as  her  responsibilities 
for  “Catch  the  Spirit”  increased, 
she  had  to  give  up  her  work  with  the 
foundation,  now  headquartered  in 
Kansas  City. 

In  1989,  she  was  named  producer 
of  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

As  producer,  Ms.  LaCamera  said, 
she  felt  that  all  of  her  experience — 
in  politics,  the  arts  and  in  reli¬ 
gion — was  useful. 

“I  felt  that  God  was  really  at 
work  and  nothing  was  wasted,”  she 
said.  “It’s  very  empowering  because 
you  don’t  have  to  be  afraid  any¬ 
more — although,  of  course,  I  was 
scared  to  death!” 

In  her  present  assignment,  Ms. 
LaCamera  has  been  investigating 
European  religious  broadcasting 
while  she  gathers  video  stories 
about  Methodists  and  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  on  the  continent. 

Being  a  television  producer  may 
sound  glamorous,  she  said,  but  it 
isn't,  particularly  in  an  unfamiliar 
country. 

“The  thing  that  saves  me,”  she 
said,  “is  that  there  is  a  Methodist 
family  out  there.  There  I  am  in  the 
middle  of  Leeds  (some  150  miles 
north  of  London)  working  on  an  as¬ 
signment.  1  call  the  local  Methodist 
office.  They  welcome  me  and  give 
me  tea.” 


Hymn's  reminder  of  sacrifice  was  altered 


For  the  beauty  of  the  earth. 

For  the  glory  of  the  skies. 

For  the  love  which  from  our  birth 
Over  and  around  us  lies: 

Christ,  our  God,  to  thee  we  raise 
This  our  sacrifice  of  praise. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

For  the  Communion  Service  of 
the  Church  of  England*  Folliot  S. 


Pierpoint  wrote  this  hymn  in  1864. 

Later  hymnal  editors  changed  the 
final  two  lines  to  read 
Christ  our  God.  to  thee  we  raise 
This  our  hymn  of  grateful  praise. 
or 

Lord  of  all.  to  thee  we  raise 
This  our  hymn  of  grateful  praise. 

While  these  changes  were  intend¬ 
ed  to  make  the  hymn  more  usable 


Coming  up  on  VISN 


Perspectives:  Faith  in  our  times  (5/ 
31/93):  Peggy  Charren,  director  of 
the  Children’s  Television  Work¬ 
shop,  joins  host  Dick  Nesmith  in  a 
discussion  of  “Children  and  Televi¬ 
sion.” 

They  deal  with  issues  such  as  how 
the  portrayal  of  violence  on  televi¬ 
sion  affects  children. 

“Perspectives”  is  produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communications 
and  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology.  Monday,  May  31,  2:30  to 
3  p.m.  Repeated  Friday,  June  4. 
3:30  to  4  a.m.  and  Saturday,  June  5, 
6:30  to  7a.m.  (ET). 

Recovery  Line  (5/31/93):  “Drinking 
and  Driving:  The  Toll”  will  be  the 
subject  of  this  edition  of  “Recovery 
Line”  with  Dr.  Bill  Anderson,  a  li¬ 
censed  addiction  specialist. 

His  studio  guests  will  be  persons 
who  have  suffered  the  consequences 
of  drinking  and  driving.  They  will 
offer  advice  to  call-in  viewers  from 


around  the  country. 

Elaine  Ganick  is  co-host  of  “Re¬ 
covery  Line,”  which  is  produced  in 
the  studios  of  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Live  on  Monday, 
May  31,  midnight  to  1  a.m.  Repeat¬ 
ed  Wednesday,  June  2,  9  to  10  a.m. 
(ET). 

Catch  the  Spirit  (6/1/93):  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  visits  Los  Angeles  for  a 
look  at  the  city  and  conditions  after 
the  spring  1992  riots.  Among  the 
Los  Angeles  churches  highlighted  is 
Wilshire  United  Methodist  Church, 
a  multiethnic  congregation  where 
services  are  conducted  in  four  lan¬ 
guages.  (This  program  first  aired  in 
December  1992.)  Tuesday,  June  1, 
7:30  to  8  p.m.  Repeated  Thursday, 
June  3,  2:30  to  3  p.m.  and  Saturday, 
June  5,  2:30  to  3  a.m.  (ET). 

VISN  is  the  Vision  Interfaith  Sat¬ 
ellite  Network  airing  1 6  hours  a  day 
on  VISN /ACTS,  The  Faith  and  Val¬ 
ues  Channel. 


History 
of  Hymns 


in  general  praise,  Pierpoint’s  origi¬ 
nal  lines  pointed  out  that  since 
Christ  was  sacrificed  for  us,  our 
praise  in  turn  is  a  sacrifice  unto 
God. 

In  the  eight  original  stanzas.  Pier- 
point  lists  many  things  that  evoked 
his  “sacrifice  of  praise” — objects  of 
nature,  family  members  and 
friends,  the  senses,  emotions,  the 
church,  and  others — but  in  no  ap¬ 
parent  sequence. 

Educated  at  Queen’s  College, 
Cambridge,  Pierpoint  graduated  in 
1857.  He  taught  classical  literature 
at  Somerset  College  for  a  while. 

Then,  because  he  received  a  sub¬ 
stantial  family  inheritance,  he  trav¬ 
eled  and  wrote  as  he  pleased. 

In  addition  to  several  volumes  of 
poetry,  Pierpoint  wrote  a  number  of 
hymns,  but  only  this  one  survives  in 
today’s  hymnals. 

“Dix,”  the  tune  most  frequently 
used  for  the  hymn,  is  based  on  a 
German  chorale  tune  published  in 
Stuttgart,  Germany,  in  1838. 

It  was  made  into  a  hymn  tune  in 
1861  for  William  C.  Dix’s  hymn 
“As  with  Gladness  Men  of  Old” 
and  given  his  name. 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

"Softly  and  Tenderly  Jesus  Is  Calling" 


Social  issues  continue  to 
influence  pension  board 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— When  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  and 
other  religious  investors  filed  a 
shareholder  resolution  this  year  ask¬ 
ing  General  Motors  to  review  and 
report  on  its  operations  at  maquila¬ 
dora  plants  in  Mexico,  the  company 
agreed  and  the  resolution  was 
dropped. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  was  able  to  use  its  lever¬ 
age  as  shareholder  with  Bristol-My¬ 
ers  Squibb  and  Fannie  Mae 
(Federal  National  Mortgage  Associ¬ 
ation)  to  negotiate  concerns  regard¬ 
ing  executive  compensation. 

The  discussions  also  included 
Fannie  Mae’s  record  on  providing 
mortgages  to  low-income  families. 

Addressing  long-time  issues 

Long-time  social-action  con¬ 
cerns — such  as  investment  in  the 
apartheid  system  of  South  Africa — 
continue  to  be  a  part  of  shareholder 
resolutions  filed  each  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Timothy  Smith,  a  United 
Methodist  and  executive  director  of 
the  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility. 

But  United  Methodist  agencies 
and  other  religious  and  non-profit 
groups  also  are  experiencing  some 
success  in  asking  companies  to  ex¬ 
amine  their  own  employment  prac¬ 
tices,  as  well  as  challenging  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  right  to  do  so. 

In  March,  the  Women’s  Division, 
U.S.  Trust  Company  of  Boston  and 
New  York  City  Employees  Retire¬ 
ment  System  filed  a  lawsuit  against 
the  commission,  seeking  reversal  of  a 
recent  ruling  barring  shareholder  reso¬ 
lutions  on  social  issues — such  as  em¬ 
ployment — from  proxy  statements. 

That  suit  will  be  heard  by  U.S. 
District  Judge  Kimba  Wood  of  New 
York. 

Ms.  Wood  ruled  April  19  in  favor 
of  four  other  investors,  including 


Agencies  are 
experiencing  some 
success  in  asking 
companies  to  examine 
their  own  employment 
practices. 

the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. ,  who  sued 
Wal-Mart  because  it  omitted  their 
1992  shareholder  resolution  requir¬ 
ing  equal  opportunity  and  affirma¬ 
tive  action  reports  from  the 
company. 

Ms.  Wood's  injunction  forced 
Wal-Mart  to  include  the  resolution  in 
its  1993  proxy  materials,  Mr.  Smith 
said.  He  added  that  the  ruling  “pre¬ 
serves  our  right  to  raise  this  issue.” 

Influencing  pay 

One  of  the  new  issues  for  reli¬ 
gious  investors  is  executive  com¬ 
pensation. 

The  Women’s  Division  1993 
shareholder  resolution — which  Mr. 
Smith  calls  "ground-breaking" — 
specifically  asks  that  financial,  so¬ 
cial  and  environmental  criteria  be 
included  when  a  company  deter¬ 
mines  pay,  perks  and  other  benefits 
for  officers. 

Should  a  top  executive,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  receive  a  considerable  compen¬ 
sation  increase  during  a  year  the 
company  performs  poorly  financial¬ 
ly  or  is  involved  in  a  major  environ¬ 
mental  accident? 

The  Women’s  Division  filed  its 
resolution  with  Bristol-Myers,  Fed¬ 
eral  National  Mortgage  and  W.R. 
Grace. 

The  “economic  conversion”  of 
companies  from  military  to  non-mili¬ 
tary  production,  along  with  reinvest¬ 
ment  in  their  own  communities,  also 
are  concerns  among  religious  inves¬ 
tors. 

Ms.  Bloom  is  director  of  the  blew 
York  office  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


Doctors  disagree  without 
loss  of  Christian  unity 


"Let's  Talk:  An  Honest  Conversa¬ 
tion  on  Critical  Issues"  by  C.  Ever¬ 
ett  Koop,  M.D.  and  Timothy 
Johnson ,  M.D.  (Grand  Rapids , 
Mich.,  Zondervan,  1992).  Paper¬ 
back  $8.99. 

By  LONNI  COLLINS  PRATT 

This  book  is  based  on  the  friend¬ 
ship  and  correspondence  between 
Everett  Koop  and  Timothy  Johnson. 

Both  men  are  high-profile  Chris¬ 
tians,  both  doctors  and  both  are  sin¬ 
cerely  concerned  about  the  serious 
issues  of  abortion,  euthanasia, 
AIDS  and  American  health  care. 

The  authors  don’t  try  to  tell  you 
what  to  think.  Instead,  very  candid¬ 
ly,  they  talk  about  what  they  think. 
The  book  helps  us  understand  the 
real  issues  behind  these  controver¬ 
sial  topics. 

Thinking  Christians  who  are 
searching  for  dependable  informa¬ 
tion  and  who  want  to  understand 
the  thinking  of  Christians  disagree¬ 
ing  with  them  will  find  this  a  help¬ 
ful,  enlightening  book. 

It’s  straightforward  from  Tim  to 
Chick  and  Chick  to  Tim.  “Tim  ...  I 
think  you  are  too  soft  on  people 
who  disagree  with  you  ...  I  am  not 
reluctant  to  denounce  other  physi¬ 
cians  ...” 

“Chick  .  .  .  I  must  say  how  sur¬ 
prised  I  am — and  pained — at  your 


Dr.  C.  Everett  Koop,  the  nation's 
former  chief  public  health  offi¬ 
cer,  corresponds  with  a  col¬ 
league  in  "Let's  Talk." 


Review 

oversimplification  of  my  position  . . .” 

The  debate  is  lively,  but  always 
with  strong  undertones  of  affection 
and  respect.  Christians  who  disagree 
on  these  touchy  issues  can  learn  a  lot 
here  if  they  linger  with  the  good  doc¬ 
tors  and  listen  tolerantly. 

Christians  can  disagree  without 
compromising  unity  in  the  Church. 
Drs.  Koop  and  Johnson  are  much- 
needed  evidence  of  that. 

It  is  a  must  read  but  it’s  more 
than  that.  In  these  pages  we  find 
ourselves  as  we  struggle  with  com¬ 
plex  issues. 

These  two  sincere  disciples  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  give  more  than  solid  in¬ 
formation,  they  are  examples  to 
follow  when  we  disagree  with  others 
in  the  community  of  faith. 

Ms.  Pratt  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Lapeer,  Mich. 

Poem  of 
the  week 

Spring  Awakening 

Earth  shakes  off  lethargy  of 
winter’s  chill; 

Thin  skim  of  ice  on  puddles  melts 
away. 

And  thirsty  newborn  plantlets 
drink  their  fill 

Of  sun-warmed  moisture  on  this 
young  spring  day. 

The  hibernation  of  the  frozen  soil 
Is  broken  by  the  warmth  of  sun 
and  yields 

To  force  of  plow  as  hardy  farmers 
toil 

In  wide-wale  corduroy  of  fresh- 
plowed  fields. 

The  trees  arouse  that  slept  all 
winter  long 

As  April’s  sun  unfolds  a  warming 
scene; 

Quick-flitting  birds  trill  out  their 
joyous  song, 

And  once-nude  branches  don  a 
coat  of  green. 

This  evolution  illustrates  God’s 
plan: 

Renewal  of  His  promises  to  man. 

—ESTHER  TOWNS 
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CELEBRATE! 

PEACE  WITH  JUSTICE  SUNDAY 

JUNE  6,  1993 

(or  another  date  that  your  church  prefers) 


GAMBLING/ 

LOTTERIES 


HUMAN  RIGHTS 


THERE  CAN  BE  NO  PEACE 
WITHOUT  JUSTICE 

Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  celebrates  our  striving  for  peace  and  the  jus¬ 
tice-related  ministries  of  God’s  church.  The  Peace  with  Justice  offering  is 
one  of  six  special  offerings  designated  each  church  year  by  the  General 
Conference  to  support  specific  ministries  throughout  the  world. 

Fifty  percent  of  your  offering  remains  within  the  Louisiana  Conference 
to  (1)  fund  the  state-wide  tours  of  the  Peace  With  Justice  Educators,  (2) 
provide  seed  money  for  the  establishment  of  Louisiana  Interfaith  IM¬ 
PACT  and  dues  to  this  group.  (IMPACT  is  an  interfaith  coalition  which 
advocates  the  public  policies  of  its  members)  (3)  contribute  to  the  national 
Methodists  United  for  Peace  with  Justice  and  to  the  Louisiana  Health 
Care  Coalition,  (4)  provide  assistance  to  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference’s  farm  aid  program,  and  (5)  contribute  to  local  centers  for  Peace 
with  Justice  which  provide  lectures  and  meetings  on  current  peace  issues  at 
home  and  abroad. 

The  major  amount  of  the  1993  offering  will  pay  the  expenses  incurred  by 
this  year’s  Peace  With  Justice  educator.  Dr.  Carol  Walker,  who  for  nine 
months  is  traveling  to  churches  throughout  the  state,  teaching  and  stimu¬ 
lating  us  to  obedience  to  God’s  call  for  peace  and  the  ending  of  hostility, 
discrimination,  ethnic  and  religious  wars,  and  violence  throughout  our 
communities  and  the  world. 

The  other  half  of  the  offering  supports  the  Peace  with  Justice  program  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  This  program  provides  leader¬ 
ship,  training,  promotes  covenant  churches  of  Peace  with  Justice,  and  de¬ 
velops  resources  and  educational  materials  for  Conferences  and  local 
churches. 

Give  generously  to  this  offering.  United  Methodists  today  are  challenged 
by  increasing  social  problems  at  home  and  abroad  to  follow  Jesus’  command 
to  love  others  as  He  loves  us. 

PEACE  CAN  COME  WITH  JUST  US 


For  free  undated  colored  posters  and  bulletin  inserts, 
write  or  call  the  Office  of  Peace  With  Justice,  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.E., 
Washington  D.C.  20002.  Telephone  (202)  488-5647. 

For  free  dated  posters  and  offering  envelopes,  write  or 
call  United  Methodist  Communications,  Order  Depart¬ 
ment,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN  37202,  or  phone  (615) 
742-5110. 

You  may  order  from  Cokesbury  (1-800-672-1789)  “Spe¬ 
cial  Sundays  for  United  Methodists.”  This  contains  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  sermon  starters  on  pages  18-20. 
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Our 

Wesleyan 
heritage 

I  have  recently  returned  from  Ireland  where  I  participated  in  the 
second  round  of  the  Anglican/Methodist  International  Dialogue.  A 
team  of  Methodists  and  a  team  of  Anglicans  from  around  the  world 
sat  down  together  to  discuss  our  future  as  Communions. 

As  you  know,  the  Methodists  sprang  from  the  Church  of  England 
(Anglican  Church)  even  though  John  Wesley  never  left  that  church. 
For  over  200  years,  the  two  Communions  have  grown  side-by-side 
but,  in  honesty,  further  apart  than  closer  together. 

The  Lambuth  Conference  of  1988  (a  once  every  10  years  confer¬ 
ence  of  Anglican  Bishops)  expressed  concern  that  there  had  been  no 
talks  between  the  worldwide  Anglican  and  worldwide  Methodist 
churches.  The  World  Methodist  Council  accepted  an  invitation  for 
dialogue  from  the  Anglican  Communion.  Talks  began  a  year  ago  in 
Jerusalem.  The  second  round  of  conversations  was  held  in  Dublin, 
Ireland.  In  these  talks,  I  experienced  an  eagerness  for  closer  fellow¬ 
ship.  In  fact,  one  of  the  most  significant  discoveries  in  our  conversa¬ 
tion  together  was  that  there  are  no  basic  doctrinal  differences  that 
separate  us.  Most  differences  deal  with  ministry  and  structure. 

These  conversations  have  also  forced  me  to  rediscover  my  own 
Methodist  roots  and  what  we  have  to  bring  to  the  table  in  this  dia¬ 
logue.  It  soon  became  clear  to  me  that  the  Wesleyan  concern  for  sanc¬ 
tification  is  a  major  emphasis  that  must  not  be  overlooked.  By 
sanctification,  I  mean  the  reality  that  conversion  is  what  happens  be¬ 
tween  birth  and  death  and  is  a  growth  process  for  every  Christian. 
This  is  what  Wesley  meant  by  “going  on  to  perfection.”  We  are  saved 
every  day.  “We  are  saved  from  our  self-righteousness,  our  narrow 
minds  and  our  own  wills.”  (from  A  Tree  Full  of  Angels  by  Macrina 
Wiederkehr). 

John  Wesley  put  it  this  way: 

Now  let  this  perfection  appear  in  its  native  form  and  who  can 
speak  one  word  against  it?  Will  any  dare  to  speak  against  loving  the 
Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart,  and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves? 
Against  a  renewal  of  heart,  not  only  in  part  but  in  the  whole  image 
of  God?  Who  . . .  will  open  "(his  or  her)  mouth  against  being 
cleansed  from  all  pollution  both  of  flesh  and  spirit?  Or  against  hav¬ 
ing  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ,  and  walking  in  all  things  as  Christ 
walked?  What  serious  (person)  would  oppose  the  giving  God  with 
all  our  heart  and  the  having  one  design  ruling  all  our  tempers? 
(Quoted  from  Classics  of  Western  Spirituality. ) 

Out  of  the  Dublin  meeting  came  a  document  that  will  be  distribut¬ 
ed  to  Methodists  and  Anglicans  around  the  world.  They  will  study  the 
document  for  the  next  two  years.  Then  the  dialogue  team  will  revise 
the  document  based  on  feedback.  Following  revision,  the  report  will 
go  to  the  World  Methodist  Conference  meeting  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  in 
1996  and  to  the  Lambuth  Conference  in  1998.  I  pray  that  there  will 
be  serious  dialogue  between  our  Methodist  and  Anglican  sisters  and 
brothers  over  the  next  two  years. 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


Rev.  Mary  Baugh  is  appointed 
director  of  missions  center 


The  Rev.  Mary  Baugh  has  been 
appointed  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Missions  Center  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  now  located  at  Genesis 
UMC,  4643  Winboume  Ave.,  Ba- 


Rev.  Mary  Baugh 

and  the  missions 


ton  Rouge, 
where  she  has 
been  serving  as 
pastor. 

Formerly  the 
Istrouma  Metro¬ 
politan  Method¬ 
ist  Mission 
Center  it  was  lo¬ 
cated  at  3175 
Scenic  Highway. 

The  church 
center  are  to  com¬ 


bine  in  one  program  of  comprehen¬ 
sive  ministries.  Currently  being 
provided  for  the  surrounding  com¬ 
munity  are  recreation,  spiritual  nur¬ 


ture,  education  (tutoring,  special 
classes)  and  emergency  services 
(clothing,  food,  rent/utilities  assis¬ 
tance  and  aid  in  purchasing  pre¬ 
scription  medicine). 

Being  offered  after  school  are 
homework  assistance,  arts  and 
crafts,  computer  skills,  games,  tu¬ 
toring  for  middle  and  high  school 
students.  Logos,  a  children’s  choir, 
has  been  formed  and  a  drama  group 
includes  both  children  and  adults. 

“Kid’s  Stuff,”  a  special  program,  is 
hfeld  each  Wednesday  from  3:30  to  9 
p.m.  and  includes  games,  dinner,  Bi¬ 
ble  study  and  recreation/games. 

“We  serve  pre-school  to  adults,” 
Baugh  said,  “there  is  something  for 
everyone.” 

She  stressed  the  need  for  volun¬ 
teers  to  help,  especially  with  chil¬ 
dren’s  programs. 


St.  Paul's  UMC,  Harahan,  for  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 
had  the  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  pastor  of  Clanton  Chapel,  Dulac,  as  guest 
preacher.  Pictured  above  are  Verret  and  his  wife,  Zoeanna,  and 
their  children,  Kirby  Verret  )r.  and  Kimberly,  along  with  hosts,  the 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengston,  St.  Paul's  pastor,  and  wife,  Bonnie,  both 
on  the  RIGHT.  Accompanying  the  Verrets  was  Lawrence  Billiot,  a 
Dulac  craftsman,  who  displayed  handmade  Houma  Indian  arts.  The 
church  honored  the  visitors  at  a  covered-dish  luncheon. 


Seminary  head  who  is  author  and  'creative  preacher/ 
Louisiana-born  bishop,  Boston  song  leader/minister 
and  clergy  retiree  to  lead  Annual  Conference  worship 


Dr.  Leonard  I.  Sweet,  president 
of  United  Methodist’s  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  who  has  been  called  "one  of 
the  most  creative  preachers  in 
America  today”  will  be  a  guest 
speaker  on  two  evenings  at  worship 
during  the  1993  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

The  worship  services  are  an  in¬ 
spiring  and  integral  part  of  the 
statewide  meeting. 

Louisiana  native.  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.,  who  retired  from  active 
service  in  the  episcopacy  last  year, 
is  to  preach  at  the  Service  of  Ordi¬ 
nation  and  Consecration  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  at  First  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Power  of  music 

Leading  the  music  at  services  and 
meetings  will  be  a  Boston  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Wesley  Williams,  who  de¬ 
scended  from  a  long  line  of  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  dating  from  the  time 
of  slavery.  Although  he  was  called 
to  the  ministry,  he  said  “music  is 
my  life’s  blood  and  one  of  the  most 
powerful  witnesses.” 

Slated  to  speak  on  Monday  after¬ 
noon  and  to  assist  Bishop  William 
Oden  in  administering  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  at  a  service  that  will  open 
Annual  Conference  is  the  Rev.  Es¬ 
ter  Hammond. 

A  Louisiana  Conference  minister 
who  is  to  retire  this  year,  she  raised 
three  children  and  then  completed 
college  and  seminary.  Then  she 
served  in  Louisiana  and  in  Africa. 

25th  Anniversary 

The  23rd  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  convene  in 
Shreveport  June  7-10. 

Business  sessions  are  to  be  held  in 
the  Gold  Dome  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  worship  services  will  be 
conducted  each  evening  at  First 
UMC  in  downtown  Shreveport. 

"Faith  Believes,  Faith  Accepts, 
Faith  Responds”  is  the  worship 
theme. 

To  be  celebrated  is  the  25th  An¬ 
niversary  of  the  merged  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Rev.  Ester  Hammond 


Rev.  Wesley  Williams 


Bible  study 

Bishop  Oden  of  the  Louisiana 
Area  is  to  preside.  Tuesday  through 
Thursday,  prior  to  the  business  ses¬ 
sions,  he  will  conduct  Bible  studies 
at  8:30  a.m.  Williams  will  lead  the 
singing. 

Dr.  Sweet,  president  of  United 
Methodist’s  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton.  Ohio,  since 
1985,  author  and  preacher,  will  be 
guest  speaker  at  the  Evening  Wor¬ 
ship  Service  Monday  and  at  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  Retirement  on  Tuesday. 
Both  services,  set  for  7:30  p.m.,  will 
be  held  in  First  UMC. 

On  July  1,  Sweet  is  slated  to  be¬ 
come  the  seminary’s  chancellor  as 
part  of  a  new  "team  model  of  lead¬ 
ership." 

Founded  church 

While  provost  and  professor  of 
Colgate  Rochester  Divinity  School- 
/Bexley  Hall/Crozer  Theological 
Seminary  in  Rochester,  N.Y.,  he 
was  founding  pastor  of  a  church  in 
a  changing  neighborhood. 


Dr.  Leonard  I.  Sweet 


His  books  include  Homiletics 
(Communications  Resources,) 
Health  and  Medicine  in  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Tradition  (Crossroads)  and 
Quantum  Spirituality  (Whaleprints). 
Early  next  year  Abingdon  Press  will 
publish  his  book  titled  Faithquakes. 

From  New  Orleans 

Selected  to  speak  at  the  Wednes¬ 
day  Evening  Service  of  Ordination 
and  Consecration  is  Bishop  Handy. 
A  native  of  New  Orleans,  he  served 
as  local  pastor  of  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  churches  and  then  as  district 
superintendent. 

He  was  elected  by  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1980.  After  more  than  a  decade 
of  distinguished  service  he  retired 
last  year  and  became  interim  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mission  Resource  Center 
in  Atlanta,  for  persons  preparing  to 
serve  in  the  mission  field. 

Handy  served  as  vice  president  of 
the  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  was  chair  of  the  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  of  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  from  1980-1992.  He  is  chair  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  (Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center) 
in  Atlanta. 

Entered  Ministry 

Hammond,  who  is  retiring  this 
year  from  the  Conference,  went  to 
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Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 


Southeastern  University  in  Ham¬ 
mond,  when  she  was  in  her  forties 
and  the  youngest  of  her  grown  chil¬ 
dren  was  18.  She  graduated  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and 
served  three  appointments  in  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference. 

Then  she  went  to  Liberia  in  Afri¬ 
ca  and  taught  for  seven  years  at 
Gbarnga  (pronounced  bonga) 
School  of  Theology  in  Liberia. 

Upon  her  return  to  Louisiana  in 
1987,  she  was  assigned  to  serve  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  is  currently  pastor 
of  Fitzgerald-Waldheim  Charge. 

Boston  Ministry 

Williams  is  executive  director  of 
United  Methodist  Urban  Services 
Inc.,  an  urban  ministries  program 
in  Greater  Boston,  in  the  Southern 
New  England  Conference.  Descend¬ 
ing  from  a  line  of  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  extending  back  to  the  time  of 
slavery,  Wesley  was  pastor  of  mixed 
congregations  in  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  before  joining  the  Conference 
staff. 

He  makes  no  secret  of  his  love  of 
music  or  his  belief  in  its  importance 
in  worship.  He  quotes  an  African 
proverb,  “The  spirit  won’t  descend 
without  a  song.”  He  believes  that 
singing  the  great  hymns  of  the 
whole  church  helps  people  recog¬ 
nize  each  other,  regardless  of  world¬ 
ly  barriers,  as  brothers  and  sisters. 


Centenary  College  awards  degrees 
to  surgeon,  minister,  businessman 


Centenary  College  awarded  hon¬ 
orary  degrees  to  an  internationally- 
known  surgeon,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  a  United  Methodist 
businessman  during  Commence¬ 
ment  Exercises  on  May  8  in  the 
Gold  Dome.  They  are  the  Rev. 
Christopher  H.  Andrews  of  Baton 
Rouge,  George  Dalman  Nelson  of 
Shreveport  and  Dr.  Michael  DeBa- 
key  of  Houston. 

Andrews,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  was  awarded  the  hon¬ 
orary  degree.  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
He  has  served  Trinity  UMC  in  Rus- 
ton  and  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell. 

He  has  twice  been  elected  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  and  has  been 
chair  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  He  has  received 
awards  for  outstanding  preaching. 

Methodist  Lay  Person 

A  Shreveport  businessman,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  lay  person  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Centenary  since  1957,  Nelson  was 
awarded  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Hu- 

ln  memoriam 

Nell  Ruth  Fannin  McLean,  moth¬ 
er  of  the  Rev.  William  Douglas 
McLean,  died  May  8. 

Funeral  services  were  held  May 
10  in  Hodge  UMC. 
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Dr.  Chris  Andrews  Dr.  George  Nelson 


mane  Letters  de¬ 
gree. 

He  has  served 
on  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  of 
First  UMC, 
Shreveport,  since 
1965. 

For  his  service 
in  community  af¬ 
fairs  and  as  pres- 
Dr.  Michael  DeBakeyident  of  the 
Council  for  a  Better  Louisiana,  Nel¬ 
son  received  the  Clyde  E.  Fant  Award 
for  community  service  in  1973. 
Premier  Surgeon 
DeBakey,  internationally  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  medical  inventor  ,  pre¬ 
mier  surgeon  and  distinguished 
medical  statesman,  is  chancellor  of 
Baylor  College  of  Medicine  and 
Wiess  Professor  of  Surgery. 

He  was  bom  in  Lake  Charles  and 
holds  two  degrees  from  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity  in  New  Orleans.  The  com¬ 
mencement  speaker,  DeBakey  was 
awarded  the  honorary  degree,  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Humane  Letters. 

Founded  in  1825  in  Jackson,  La., 
Centenary  is  the  oldest  private  lib¬ 
eral  arts  college  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River. 


I  Around  the 

.  Lamar  H.  Zeigler  Jr.,  chair  of  the 
Administrative  Board  of  Bethany 
UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans  has  re¬ 
ceived  12.5 
Continuing  Edu¬ 
cation  Credits 
and  has  been  cer¬ 
tified  as  Business 
Administrator. 

He  received 
the  professional 
credit  from  ’ 

Emory  Universi-  Lamar  H'  Ze,8ler 
ty,  Candler  School  of  Theology  in 
Atlanta  during  the  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer  of  1992.  During  the  spring  ses¬ 
sion  he  studied  Strategic  Planning 
Management,  Central  Characteris¬ 
tics  of  Effective  Churches,  Finan¬ 
cial  Management  and  Church 
Accounting,  Time  Management  and 
Polity,  Interpersonal  Communica¬ 
tion  and  Theology  of  Mission. 

During  the  summer  he  studied 
Personnel  Management,  Multiple 
Staff  Development,  Congregational 
Leadership  Development,  Steward¬ 
ship,  Office  Management,  Informa¬ 
tion  Systems  Management,  Property 
Management,  Legal  and  Tax  Matters, 
Specialized  Forms  for  Giving  and 
Tfieology  of  Church  Administration. 

After  completing  the  courses, 
Zeigler  then  wrote  a  paper  concerning 
accounting  with  computers  in  the 
small  United  Methodist  Church.  His 
project  has  been  placed  in  the  library 
of  Emory.  After  his  work  was  com¬ 
pleted,  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  of  the 
UMC  announced  that  Zeigler  is  a 
Certified  Church  Business  Admin¬ 
istrator,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fish¬ 
er,  Bethany  pastor,  said. 


Conference 

The  Conference  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministry  encourages  persons  in  var¬ 
ious  areas  of  church  work  to  seek  pro¬ 
fessional  certification.  Zeigler  is  listed 
in  their  Pre-Conference  Report. 

*  *  * 

When  the  Regional  AIDS  Inter¬ 
faith  Network  (RAIN)  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Area  United  Methodist 
Churches  met  earlier  this  year  for  a 
workshop,  six  care  teams  were  cre¬ 
ated.  Since  that  time,  from  their 
work.  Munholland  UMC,  Metairie, 
has  formed  an  additional  one. 

The  workshop  focused  on  train¬ 
ing  caretakers  for  AIDS  patients. 
Dr.  Anita  Crump,  chair,  said  the 
workshop  “was  a  remarkable  success” 
*  *  * 

Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  recently 
held  an  HIV-AIDS  Awareness  Sem¬ 
inar.  The  senior  minister,  the  Rev. 
Grayson  B.  Watson,  invited  persons 
outside  the  church  to  join  with 
members  in  getting  informed  about 
the  problems.  He  said,  “We  will 
honor  our  Lord  by  being  well-in¬ 
formed  and  sharing  information  as 
needed  with  others;  by  avoiding 
forms  of  behavior  that  put  people  at 
risk,  and  by  being  actively  compas¬ 
sionate  toward  those  who  suffer 
from  AIDS. 

*  *  * 

Thirty-seven  persons  were  commis¬ 
sioned  recently  by  the  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  pastor  of  Westlake  UMC 
to  serve  as  Congregational  Shepherds. 

The  Shepherd  Ministry  divides 
the  congregation  into  flocks  of  five 
to  six  families  with  each  family 
cared  for  and  nurtured  by  a  shep¬ 
herd  who  serves  as  a  line  of  commu¬ 
nication  and  concern  for  the  church 
during  weekly  contacts. 


Faith  forum 
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Passing  on  the  lessons  of  faith 


What  have  you  learned  from  try¬ 
ing  to  live  as  a  disciple  of  Christ? 

If  you  haven't  given  much 
thought  to  that  question,  consider 
these  insights: 

Tve  learned  that  it’s  just  as  im¬ 
portant  to  forget  a  wrong  as  it  is  to 
remember  a  kindness. ’’ — Age  72. 

"I've  learned  that  you  should  say 
your  prayers  every  night.  “  —  Age  9. 

"I’ve  learned  that  when  you  have 
an  argument  with  your  spouse,  the 
first  one  who  says:  I’m  sorry  I  hurt 
your  feelings;  please  forgive  me’  is 
the  winner. ' '  —  Age  5 1. 

"I’ve  learned  that  the  sayings  you 
learn  as  a  child,  such  as  the  Golden 
Rule,  are  actually  important. "  — 
Age  15. 

These  sayings  are  from  a  remark¬ 
able  little  book  called  “Live  and 
Learn  and  Pass  It  On”  (Rutledge 
Hill  Press,  Nashville,  Tenn.). 

The  book  was  bom  when  its  edi¬ 
tor,  H.  Jackson  Brown  Jr.,  decided 
to  write  down  what  he’d  learned 
from  51  years  of  living  that  he 
wanted  to  pass  on.  Later,  as  he  of- 


Editorial 


fered  the  same  opportunity  to  oth¬ 
ers,  he  gathered  so  much  material 
from  people  of  all  ages  that  it 
evolved  into  a  book. 

The  editor  and  his  collaborators 
may  not  have  known  it,  but  they 
were  engaging  in  two  time-honored 
Christian  practices:  reflection  and 
witness. 

While  Mr.  Brown’s  book  looks  at 
life  in  general,  it  offers  a  "reflec¬ 
tion-witness”  model  that  can  be 
adapted  by  Christians. 

First,  take  time  seriously  to  exam¬ 
ine  your  life. 

For  a  Christian,  this  activity  must 


center  on  measuring  one’s  behavior 
and  attitudes  against  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus.  Consider  both 
your  successes  and  your  failures  at 
following  Jesus’  example. 

Second,  pass  on  your  experiences 
and  insights  to  others. 

“Passing  on”  is  one  of  the 
church’s  primary  functions  as  a 
community  of  memory  to  hand 
down  faith. 

Church  members  of  all  ages  can 
benefit  from  taking  time  to  "pass  it 
on.”  Not  only  does  the  practice  pass 
on  insights  from  “durable  saints” 
but  sets  an  exchange  in  which  all 
can  find  encouragement  to  grow  to 
maturity  as  Christians.  By  sharing 
how  we’ve  “lived  and  learned"  all 
of  us  are  enriched. 


FaithLine 


To  aid  in  the  process  of  "passing 
it  on”  encouraged  in  the  accompa¬ 
nying  editorial,  we  invite  you  to 
share  with  Reporter  readers  what 
you’ve  learned  from  trying  to  live 
your  Christian  beliefs. 

Mail  your  insights  to  “Pass  It 
On,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275.  Or  fax  your  responses 
to  214-630-0079.  Please  limit  your 
responses  to  one  paragraph  or  ap¬ 
proximately  250  words. 

Please  include  your  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  and  your  age  if  you  choose. 
Responses  must  be  received  by 
June  2  to  be  considered  for  publica¬ 
tion.  Selected  excerpts  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  a  future  issue. 


We're  inspired  to  turn  from  violence 


By  LINDA  R.  STROMINGER 

Our  team  of  youths  from  St. 
Louis’  South  City  Cooperative  Min¬ 
istry  had  a  truly  inspiring  experi¬ 
ence  at  the  recent  United  Methodist 
“Youth  and  Violence”  conference 
in  Chicago  (see  UMR,  May  14). 

It  turned  out  to  be  helpful  for  our 
youths  to  meet  other  youths  from 
all  over  the  country.  They  were  able 
to  grasp  firsthand  the  fact  that 
youths  from  large  and  small  cities 
and  rural  areas  are  struggling  with 
issues  related  to  violence. 

One  of  our  young  men  told  me 
about  halfway  through  the  confer¬ 
ence  that  he  hadn’t  realized  that 
violence  is  a  problem  everywhere. 
Now  that  he  knew,  however,  he 
figured  that  his  own  neighborhood 
was  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  begin 
working  on  the  problems  he  sees 
around  him. 

For  me,  the  high  point  came 
with  the  revelations  in  this  letter 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Linda  R.  Strominger  is  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  Shaw  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  part  of  the  South  City 
Cooperative  Ministry  in  St.  Louis,  Mis¬ 
souri. 

that  one  of  the  boys,  Michael 
Greene,  wrote  on  the  way  home: 

"The  reason  this  conference  was 
held  was  to  get  a  chance  to  talk  to 
young  people  about  the  violence 
that ’s  taking  place  in  their  society 
and  to  give  them  ideas  on  how  they 
could  help  change  or  try  to  change 
what  was  going  on.  ...  /  learned  a 
lot  of  information  that  I'm  going  to 
pass  on  to  my  friends  who  are  in¬ 
volved  in  violent  activity. .  . .  Before 
the  conference  I  wasn  7  sure  why  I 
had  dropped  out  of  a  gang  ...  but 
now  since  Tve  been  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  I'm  sure  why  [I  dropped  out],  I 


regret  ever  being  involved  in  those 
violent  activities. " 

The  youths  on  our  team  made 
several  practical  suggestions  for  out¬ 
reach  that  others  may  find  useful: 

1)  More  recreational  outlets 
during  the  summer; 

2)  A  forum  in  which  they  can  in¬ 
troduce  their  friends  whom  they 
see  “on  the  edge”  of  gang  activity 
to  strategies  and  skills  for  conflict 
resolution  that  they  learned  at  the 
conference; 

3)  An  ongoing  group  in  which 
they  can  vent  their  anger  and 
channel  it  constructively. 

A  few  days  after  the  conference, 
Michael  told  me  that  previously 
he  hadn't  realized  that  being  in 
gangs  and  selling  drugs  hurt  any¬ 
one.  Now  he  does. 

And  now  I  know  exactly  where 
we’re  starting  in  terms  of  young 
people’s  attitudes  and  perceptions. 
From  here  we  can  only  go  up! 


'Cult'  column  draws  praise,  ire 


Passing  on  what  we  learn  from  our  struggles  to  live  as  faithful 
Christians  is  an  essential  function  of  the  Christ's  church. 


Thanks  to  Mark  Forrester  (see 
“My  Witness,”  UMR,  April  30), 
who  described  fundamentalism  as  a 
cult  of  any  set  of  beliefs,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  being  one  of  several.  The 
common  characteristic  is  the  tenac¬ 
ity  with  which  adherents  hold  that 
their  dogma  is  the  only  true  one. 

1  wish  Mr.  Forrester  had  told  a 
little  of  what  experiences  led  him  to 
a  more  reasonable  and  tolerant  atti¬ 
tude.  My  childhood  teaching  in  fun- 
damentalism  kept  me  morally 
straight.  What  allowed  me  to  escape 
was  study  of  the  Bible. 

After  getting  a  major  in  science  in 
college,  I  learned  about  the  literary 
sources  of  the  Old  Testament.  A 
more  objective  analysis  of  the  Bible 
can  make  it  much  more  resourceful. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
LaVeme,  California 

No  monopoly 

How  can  we  view  Mark  Forres- 


We  mustn't  let  churches  be  'handicapped' 


By  SARAH  GREEN 

A  number  of  years  ago,  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  a  lock- 
in  with  our  youth  group  on  under¬ 
standing  disabilities. 

During  the  night  some  youth 
were  confined  to  wheelchairs,  some 
were  blindfolded,  and  some  were 
“physically  challenged”  in  various 
other  ways. 

We  learned  that  a  physical  chal¬ 
lenge  is  not  the  same  thing  as  being 
“handicapped.”  We  talked  about 
how  the  difference  was  that  being 
“handicapped”  really  was  if  the  con¬ 
dition  kept  a  person  from  doing  what 
he/she  needed  or  wanted  to  do. 

Not  necessarily  handicap 

However,  all  challenges  are  not 


Here  I  Stand 


Sarah  Green 
attends  First 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in 
Glen  Ellyn,  Illi¬ 
nois  (Northern 
Illinois  Annual 
Conference). 


necessarily  a  handicap.  The  unfortu¬ 
nate  thing  is  that  oftentimes  those 
without  any  physical  challenge  are 
the  ones  who  create  the  handicap¬ 
ping  situation  to  take  place. 

By  the  next  morning,  we  had  dis¬ 


covered  that  we  had  a  tendency  to 
handicap  others  in  two  ways. 

The  first  was  by  failing  to  give  as¬ 
sistance  when  it  was  wanted  or 
needed,  such  as  assistance  up  a 
flight  of  stairs.  The  second  was  by 
doing  too  much. 

The  youth  in  the  wheelchairs  prob¬ 
ably  experienced  more  of  the  latter. 
Everyone  wanted  to  give  them  a 
push,  when  in  reality  they  would 
have  preferred  to  do  it  themselves. 

Why  do  I  bring  up  this  event 
from  so  long  ago?  Because  I  still  see 
our  churches  hurting,  dissatisfied, 
troubled  financially  and  with  minis¬ 
tries  that  have  been  handicapped. 

Each  one  is  important 

If  we  are  to  take  seriously  the  proc- 


Where  everybody's  name  is  known 


They  just  ran  the  last  episode  of 
“Cheers,”  dear  God,  and  I  need 
your  understanding  ear. 

So  help  me,  I’m  going  to  miss 
that  show. 

There,  I  said  it,  Lord. 

Yes,  I’ll  miss  Sam,  Rebecca, 
Norm,  Carla,  Woody  . . .  Why  am  I 
saying  this?  You  know  the  whole 
crew  as  well  as  I  do. 

What  is  this  national  mourning  for 
a  silly  television  sitcom  anyway? 
Have  we  all  taken  roles  in  a  cosmic 
comedy  staged  in  a  bar  or  what?  Why 
do  I  feel  like  Norm  on  a  bad  night? 

I  hope  you’re  laughing  at  all  this, 
God.  If  you’re  not,  we’re  in  trouble. 

But,  hey,  maybe  we’re  not  totally 
bonkers  to  grieve  this  way,  God. 
Now  that  “Cheers”  is  gone,  there’s — 
dare  I  say  it? — a  spiritual  void  in  our 
lives.  Don’t  get  me  wrong.  Lord. 
You’re  still  the  all-sufficient  One  and 
Only  God.  It’s  just  that,  well . . . 

“Cheers”  was  us! 


Faithfully  yours 


Stephen  L. 
Swecker  is  Edi- 
tor-at-large  of 
the  Reporter. 


That’s  right.  Those  rascals  were 
straight  out  of  a  genre  our  forebears 
rather  enjoyed  at  one  time,  if  I  re¬ 
call  my  history.  You  know:  morality 
plays.  The  “Cheers”  characters  mir¬ 
rored  our  foibles  on  an  exaggerated 
scale.  And  we  loved  them  for  it  be¬ 
cause  it  was  all  so,  so  . . .  safe! 

There  they  (and  we)  were,  the  Sev¬ 
en  Deadly  Sins,  cavorting  in  an  imag¬ 
inary  Boston  bar  on  a  half-hour 
format:  Lust,  Pride,  Sloth,  Covetous¬ 


ness,  Gluttony,  Anger,  Envy.  It  was 
wonderful!  For  1 1  goofy  years  we  ate 
it  up,  I  suppose,  because  we  were 
really  laughing  and,  at  times,  crying 
at  ourselves. 

If  you  have  a  sense  of  humor, 
Lord,  we  your  children  must  some¬ 
times  seem  like  so  many  Sams  and 
Dianes  and  Cliffs — feckless  charac¬ 
ters  all,  who  just  need  a  place,  to 
quote  the  show’s  theme  song,  “where 
everybody  knows  your  name.” 

Anyway,  that’s  how  I  have  it  fig¬ 
ured,  God.  “Cheers”  offered  us  a 
kind  of  weekly  penance:  we  came, 
we  switched  on  the  tube  and  we  guf¬ 
fawed  away  our  sins.  That  was  OK, 
wasn’t  it?  Beats  betting  on  Monday 
Night  Football  or  letting  it  all  hang 
out  with  Oprah  and  Phil  and  Ger- 
aldo,  right? 

At  times  like  these,  God,  it’s  good 
to  know  that  you’re  the  place  where 
everybody’s  name  is  known. 

—STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 
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lamation  that  all  who  follow  Christ 
are  actually  a  priesthood  of  believers, 
as  Revelation  1 :6  tells  us  we  are,  then 
each  one  of  us  is  an  important  part  of 
Christ’s  Church.  If  we  are  to  take  se¬ 
riously  Paul’s  vision  of  the  church  as 
a  body  made  up  of  many  parts,  then 
each  of  us  is  an  important  part  of 
Christ’s  church.  We  are  all  ministers 
of  some  sort. 

Each  of  us  has  something  impor¬ 
tant  to  contribute  to  the  health  and 
well  being  of  the  total  church  body. 
Your  ministry  might  be  something 
everyone  can  see  like  singing  in  the 
choir,  serving  on  a  commission,  or 
other  lay  leadership,  or  it  might  be 
something  more  “behind  the  scenes” 
like  praying  for  the  pastor’s  family, 
straightening  the  church  library,  or 
leaving  treats  for  the  youth  group. 

Unfortunately,  some  of  us  are 
caught  up  in  grumbling  because  we 
are  not  a  hand  or  the  nose  or  even 
the  head.  Others  of  us  begin  wishing 
the  church  was  made  up  of  just  that 
one  important  person  or  just  a  few 
select  people  who  will  perform  all 
the  functions  for  the  rest  of  the 
body.  Still  others  get  caught  up  by 
trying  to  do  everything  themselves. 

What  needs  to  be  addressed  in 
our  churches  is  how  we  can  help  all 
parts  of  our  church  body  find  their 
important  place  within  our  congre¬ 
gations. 

All  of  us  are  called  to  minister  in 
some  way.  By  not  sharing  our  gifts 
with  our  church  body,  we  are  creat¬ 
ing  a  handicapping  situation  in  our 
churches — the  church  becomes  un¬ 
able  to  do  what  it  needs  to  do. 

When  we  see  each  person  in  our 
congregations  in  ministry,  we  will 
see  our  churches  take  off  beyond 
anyone’s  wildest  dreams! 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“He  removes  every  branch  in  me 
that  bears  no  fruit.  Every  branch 
that  bears  fruit  he  prunes  to  make  it 
bear  more  fruit.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  15:5) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  23 

Sunday:  Psalms  68: 1  - 1 0 
Monday:  Psalms  68:32-35 
Tuesday:  Acts  1:6-14 
Wednesday:  Acts  17:29-31 
Thursday:  1  Peter  4: 12- 14 
Friday:  1  Peter  5:6-1 1 
Saturday:  John  17:1-11 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

ter’s  column  (see  UMR,  April  30)  as 
being  fair  and  objective  when  he 
seems  to  lump  persons  like  Pat 
Robertson,  a  responsible  television 
broadcaster,  with  David  Koresh, 
the  bizarre  cult  leader? 

Overlooked  in  his  article  is  the 
fact  that  “fundamentalists”  do  not 
have  a  monopoly  on  “intolerance 
and  inflexibility.”  This  is  a  popular, 
self-serving  stereotype.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  there  are  all  too  many  intol¬ 
erant  and  inflexible  secularists,  who 
have  been  responsible  for  most  of 
this  century’s  wars  and  their  car¬ 
nage  of  .millions. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Whittier,  California 

Maybe  that's  better 

Re:  “My  Witness,”  April  30,  with¬ 
out  listing  all  the  tenets  of  fundamen¬ 
talism,  one  can  make  the  observation 
that  a  "pervasive  theocracy”  would 
be  preferable  to  the  current  pervasive 
drug  epidemic  and  high  crime  rate 
which  dominates  society. 

To  refer  to  the  millions  of  Chris¬ 
tian  fundamentalists,  who  affirm 
Christ  and  serve  their  communities, 
as  cultists  is  inaccurate. 

Thad  H.  Carter 
Marshall,  Texas 

Move  beyond  conflicts 

The  Rev.  Mark  Forrester  in  his 
“My  Witness”  article  (see  UMR, 
April  30)  blames  fundamentalism  for 
the  cultic  activity  of  David  Koresh. 
Mr.  Forrester  uses  almost  the  entire 
article  to  slam  fundamentalism,  not 

What  others 
are  saying 

“When  a  church,  a  denomina¬ 
tion,  a  nation  forgets  how  to  sing,  it 
begins  to  doubt.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie 

W.  White  (Indiana  Area). 

*  *  * 

“While  it  is  true  that  Jesus  never 
turned  people  away  for  asking  too 
many  questions,  there  is  no  men¬ 
tion  in  the  New  Testament  of  pack¬ 
aging  the  answers  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  audience  or  to  fill 
pews,  and  no  one  said  the  way  to 
heaven  was  easy.” 

— R.  Steven  Chambers,  Salt  Lake 
City,  in  a  letter  to  “Time”  magazine. 


once  witnessing  to  any  positive  effect 
his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  has  had  on 
his  life  or  the  lives  of  others. 

This  is  all  too  typical  of  the  wit¬ 
ness  the  church  is  presenting  to  the 
world  today.  The  church  is  para¬ 
lyzed  in  its  mission  to  take  Christ  to 
the  world  by  its  preoccupation  with 
“correct”  theology.  Where  is  Jesus 
Christ?  Is  He  or  is  He  not  able  to 
overcome  it  all? 

The  challenge  is  to  move  beyond 
the  paralyzing  conflicts  within  the 
church  into  a  world  where  we  elimi¬ 
nate  our  enemies  by  loving  them 
enough  to  call  them  into  a  saving 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  Jesus 
Christ  can  and  will  then  unite  us 
with  the  single-mindedness  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Ronald  Gertson 
East  Bernard,  Texas 

One  of  the  best 

The  “My  Witness”  column  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  Rev.  Mark  Forrester  (see 
UMR,  April  30)  is  one  of  the  very 
best.  I  wish  it  could  be  in  our  local 
newspapers;  it  deserves  the  broad¬ 
est  readership. 

E.  M.  Jones 
Boulder,  Colorado 

Use  'ecology'  correctly 

Rev.  Olin  M.  Ivey’s  article  “Faith 
must  be  essential  to  ecology”  (see 
UMR,  April  16)  brought  back  mem¬ 
ories  of  my  struggles  in  the  1 970s  as  a 
living,  breathing  biologist-ecologist  to 
bring  order  and  sense  to  that  genera¬ 
tion’s  use  of  the  word  “ecology.” 

Since  the  Church  is  moving  to¬ 
ward  recovering  the  broader  mean¬ 
ing  of  "stewardship,”  Rev.  Ivey  is 
quite  correct  that  we  must  under¬ 
stand  and  make  a  commitment  to 
living  out  the  relationship  “between 
our  faith  and  ecology"  (my  empha¬ 
sis).  But,  here,  as  in  another  part  of 
his  excellent  contribution  to  the  Re¬ 
porter,  “ecology”  is  mis-used. 

Ecology  is  a  science!  “Ecology” 
never  refers  to  relationships  but 
rather  to  the  study  of  relationships 
between  organisms  and  between  or¬ 
ganisms  and  their  environment.  It’s 
just  that  simple. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  a  science  it 
is  extremely  complex,  and  only  a  few 
pieces  of  the  countless  billions  of  pos¬ 
sible  interrelationships  ever  have 
been  studied — let  alone  understood. 
It  boils  down  to  the  fact  that  every 
living  creature  is  in  some  way  depen¬ 
dent  upon  the  existence  and  avail¬ 
ability  of  other  living  organisms. 

William  F.  Gusey 
Spring,  Texas 


The  Connection 


News  in  UMR  newspapers  "connect"  your  entire 
congregation  in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  worldwide.  Congregations  become  involved 
in  the  church’s  mission  outreach.  UMR  tells  the 
stories  of  loving  service  in  the  name  of  Christ  in 
inner-cities,  neighborhoods  and  villages  everywhere. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  752664)275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (2141  6300079 
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OFFICERS  ELECTED:  Bishop  C.P.  Min- 

nick  Jr.  (Raleigh,  N.C.  Area)  recently  began  a 
one-year  term  as  president  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops, 
succeeding  Bishop  Joseph 
H.  Yeakel  (Washington 
Area).  Elected  president- 
designate,  to  succeed  Bish¬ 
op  Minnick  at  the  close  of 
the  council’s  spring  1994 
meeting  in  Rochester,  N.Y., 
was  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  (Houston  Area). 


RELIEF  DIRECTOR  RESIGNS:  Lani  J. 

Havens,  executive  director  of  Church  World 
Service  and  Witness,  the  international  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  has  resigned  effective  in 
September.  Dr.  Havens  told  her  staff  that  her 
decision  “is  based  on  a  lack  of  organizational 
clarity  for  Church  World  Service,  Inc.,  as  the 
council  faces  the  need  to  downsize.”  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  a  major  fi¬ 
nancial  contributor  to  and  partner  with  Church 
World  Service. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  PLAGUE:  Sister 

Elizabeth  Thoman,  executive  director  of  the 
Center  for  Media  and  Values  based  in  Los  An¬ 
geles,  told  the  recent  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ence  on  youth  and  violence  that  the 
glamourization  of  violence  in  the  media  has 
been  a  “public  health  plague”  that  has  entered 
homes  in  epidemic  proportions — especially 
families  with  adolescent  children.  She  also  said 
that  images  of  bondage  and  violence  against 
women  portrayed  in  commercials  and  music 
videos  “now  seem  to  be  fashionable  on  televi¬ 
sion,”  giving  mixed  signals  to  teen  viewers. 

'LIFT  THE  BAN':  The  ban  on  military  ser¬ 
vice  by  gay  and  lesbian  citizens  should  be  lifted, 
the  president  of  the  1.6  million-member  United 
Church  of  Christ  told  a  congressional  commit¬ 
tee  recently.  In  testimony  before  the  House 
Armed  Services  Committee,  the  Rev.  Paul  H. 
Sherry  said  sexual  misconduct  of  military  per¬ 
sonnel,  not  their  sexual  orientation,  should  be 
the  issue.  Dr.  Sherry  said  that  his  church’s  General 
Synod  “has  urged  an  end  to  discrimination  based 
on  sexual  orientation”  since  1975.  Dr.  Sherry  also 
read  the  names  of  some  1 2  other  national  religious 
leaders,  including  United  Methodist  Bishop  Mel¬ 
vin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area),  who  had 
asked  him  to  express  their  support. 

RELIEF  TO  BOSNIA:  If  the  new  peace 
agreement  holds,  a  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  refugee  housing  project  in  Zenica, 
Bosnia,  should  be  running  by  June.  UMCOR 
expects  to  invest  about  $300,000  in  the  project. 
Patrick  McPherson  of  the  church’s  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  was  expected  to  begin  work 
on  the  project  in  Split,  Croatia,  on  May  1 1 . 
UMCOR  officials  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen,  F. 
Lloyd  Rollins  and  the  Rev.  Arthur  Keyes  were  in 
Zenica  last  week  to  establish  an  office.  Robert 
and  Virginia  Babcock  from  the  Southern  Indi¬ 
ana  Conference  are  slated  to  arrive  in  Zenica 
June  1 1  as  on-site  coordinators.  Donations  for 
United  Methodist  emergency  work  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Yugoslavia  can  be  made  to  Advance  No. 
333350-1.  (See  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page.) 

PAIN  OF  DIVIDEDNESS:  At  a  major 

conference  on  Christian  unity  May  10-13  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  a  United  Methodist  bishop 
suggested  that  churches  may  need  a  new  liturgy 
to  help  them  feel  the  pain  of  dividedness.  Bish¬ 
op  William  B.  Grove  (Albany,  N.Y.  Area),  pro¬ 
posed  a  communion  service  in  which  worship¬ 
ers  would  refrain  from  receiving  the  bread  and 
cup  to  signify  that  Christians  of  different  tradi¬ 
tions  cannot  all  share  together  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per.  Bishop  Grove  preached  at  the  opening 
service  of  the  National  Workshop  on  Christian 
Unity. 

'ENVIRONMENTAL  RACISM':  Peo¬ 
ple  of  color  in  New  Mexico  and  the  Southwest 
are  disproportionately  subjected  to  toxic  haz¬ 
ards,  an  interfaith  panel  was  told  recently.  The 
panel,  including  United  Methodists,  listened  to 
reports  of  “environmental  racism”  in  the  re¬ 
gion.  The  hearings  on  “toxic  poisoning  of  com¬ 
munities  of  color”  were  sponsored  by  the 
Southwest  Organizing  Project  and  endorsed  by 
the  New  Mexico  Conference  of  Churches  and 
the  state’s  Catholic  Conference. 


Russian  mission  project  seeks  volunteers 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  being 
recruited  for  a  new  “hands  on” 
mission  project  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States. 

The  first  official  denomina¬ 
tional  Volunteers  in  Mission 
project  through  the  church’s  Rus¬ 
sia  Initiative  will  kick  off  Aug.  2. 
The  program  will  continue 
through  October  1994. 

The  project,  called  “Blacken- 
vest”  (“Good  News”  in  Russian), 
will  involve  the  building  of  30 


homes  for  senior  adults  and 
physically  challenged  persons; 
building  a  clinic  for  children  and 
refurbishing  a  Russian  Orthodox 
church. 

“Following  a  site  visit  to  Mos¬ 
cow  by  a  representative  group  of 
Volunteers  in  Mission  coordina¬ 
tors  from  every  level  of  the 
church,  a  pilot  team  is  being  re¬ 
cruited  for  August,”  said  William 
Rollins.  He  heads  the  national 
office  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  at 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Twenty-two  national  teams  are 


being  recruited  through  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  offices  in  the 
church’s  five  geographical  areas 
in  the  United  States. 

The  first  team  will  be  led  by 
the  Rev.  Greg  E.  Rittenhouse, 
pastor  of  Woodlawn  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Somerset, 
Ind. 

Mr.  Rollins  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  project,  located  some  30 
kilometers  southeast  of  Moscow, 
has  the  blessings  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  church. 

Funding  for  supplies  and 
equipment  will  come  from  the 


global  mission  board’s  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
and  the  board’s  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  program. 

Each  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  will  consist  of  12-15  per¬ 
sons.  Workers  with  plumbing 
and  electrical  skills  will  be  given 
priority. 

Application  materials  can  be 
received  from  the  five  regional 
coordinators: 

•  North  Central — Beverly  Nolte 
(515)  265-7472. 


neth  Jones  (301)  216-5210. 

•  South  Central — The  Rev.  Ray 
Branton  (214)692-9081. 

•  Southeastern — The  Rev. 
Thomas  Curtis  (404)  659-5060. 

•  Western — Blythe  Stanton 
(503) 998-1562. 

The  first  trip  is  scheduled  for 
Aug.  2-17.  Deadline  for  return  of 
applications  and  a  $100  deposit 
is  June  10.  The  full  payment  of 
$1,500  is  due  by  July  I. 

More  information  is  available 
from  Mr.  Rollins  at  (800)  654- 
5929. 


Northeastern — The  Rev.  Ken- 

Two  women >  two  different  witnesses  of  faith 


Laywoman  seeks  God's  will 
for  church  through  newsletter 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAV 


TEMPLE,  Texas — United  Methodist  laywoman  Barbara  Wend- 
land  writes,  edits  and  publishes  her  "Connections"  newsletter 
at  her  own  expense.  Her  goal  is  to  stimulate  discernment 
among  laypeople  and  clergy  about  God's  will  for  the  church. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  gentle  woman  from  Texas  is 
making  a  strong  impact  on  read¬ 
ers  across  the  nation. 

Barbara  Wendland,  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman,  is  editor/ 
founder  of  “Connections,”  a 
four-page  monthly  newsletter 
printed  and  mailed  at  her  own 
expense  to  some  2,000 — and  ris¬ 
ing! — subscribers  in  47  states. 

In  the  newsletter,  which  began 
last  November,  the  longtime 
Sunday  school  teacher  encour¬ 
ages  Christian  laity  and  clergy  to 
“talk  openly  together  and  to  pray 
about  what  God’s  will  is  for  to¬ 
day’s  church.” 

Opens,  prods 

“Openly”  is  the  operative 
word.  With  a  delicate  hand,  Mrs. 
Wendland  opens  some  wounds 
to  fresh  air  and  prods  some  sa¬ 
cred  cows. 

That  she  is  doing  any  “cow 
prodding”  at  all  seems  to  sur¬ 
prise  Mrs.  Wendland  herself.  For 
45  years,  she  says,  she  always  did 
what  she  was  “supposed”  to  do. 

“I  grew  up  following  the  very 
traditional,  conventional  wom¬ 
an’s  pattern,”  she  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  an  interview  at  her 
home  in  Temple,  Texas. 

But  when  her  daughter,  Carol, 
was  grown,  Mrs.  Wendland  did 


something  so  different  from  her 
lifestyle  to  that  point  that  she 
says  it  left  husband  Erroll  “baf¬ 
fled  and  astonished.” 

In  1983  she  began  driving  to 
Dallas  to  study  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University. 

“I  had  always  been  taught  that 
it  was  dangerous  for  women  to  be 
out  on  the  highway  alone,  so  that 
was  a  first,  brave  step  for  me,” 
she  said. 

And  attending  seminary  just 
wasn’t  the  kind  of  thing  that  was 
done  by  the  women  she  knew. 

But  when  Mrs.  Wendland  at¬ 
tended  her  first  class  she  knew 
she  was  in  the  right  place. 

Hunger  with  no  name 

The  need  to  find  that  “right 
place”  was  driven  by  a  hunger 
for  which  she  had  no  name. 

“1  realized  I  was  starving,”  she 
said — starving  to  read  about  theol¬ 
ogy,  psychology  and  religious  expe¬ 
rience  and  how  those  fit  together. 

“And  I  was  starving  for  contact 
with  other  people  who  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  reading  about  and  discuss¬ 
ing  some  of  these  same  topics.” 

She  found  those  people  at  sem¬ 
inary.  For  the  next  three  years, 
she  drove  the  300-mile  round 
trip  to  Dallas,  sometimes  several 
times  a  week.  Now  she  holds  a 
master’s  degree — with  high  hon¬ 
ors — in  theological  studies. 


At  the  same  time  ( 1 983-85)  she 
attended  the  Academy  for  Spiri¬ 
tual  Formation,  then  a  pilot  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  with  ses¬ 
sions  in  Nashville. 

Enrollment  in  the  academy  re¬ 
quired  a  commitment  of  five  days 
every  three  months  for  two  years. 

“The  academy  was  an  eye 
opening,  light  dawning,  world  ex¬ 
panding  experience,”  she  said. 

Besides  the  contact  with  na¬ 


tional  academic  and  spiritual 
leaders,  Mrs.  Wendland  was 
traveling  alone  and  taking  steps 
of  independence  that  were  very 
different  from  her  former  docile, 
unquestioning  pattern,  she  said. 

'A  real  grown  person' 

“Gosh,”  she  thought,  “I’m  out 
in  the  real  world  as  a  real  grown 
person  who  is  capable  and  com¬ 
petent.” 

But  after  three  years  of  heady 


intellectual  and  spiritual  enrich¬ 
ment,  she  had  to  come  down 
from  the  mountain  top.  She  was 
back  home  full  time  and  wonder¬ 
ing  “what  next?” 

Lonely  for  contact  with  the 
people  with  whom  she  had 
shared  so  much,  she  said  she 
originally  thought  of  writing 
"Connections”  as  a  way  to  keep 
in  touch  with  them. 

But  she  said  the  idea  grew  to  ex¬ 
pand  the  newsletter  into  a  network 
for  people  throughout  the  church. 

“As  a  lay  person  who  has  no  fi¬ 
nancial  reliance  on  the  church,  I 
am  the  ideal  person  to  speak  about 
things  that  clergy  cannot,"  she 
said. 

“Clergy  depend  on  income,  se¬ 
curity  and  status  from  the  church. 
They  can’t  afford  to  say  every¬ 
thing  they  think.” 

A  place  to  speak  out 

In  addition,  she  hopes  the 
newsletter  will  give  laity  a  place 
to  speak  out. 

“The  church  is  urgently  in 
need  of  laity  to  participate  in  its 
decision  making  and  policy  mak¬ 
ing,”  she  said.  “But  it  disturbs 
me  greatly  that  some  laypeople 
who  do  speak  out  do  so  from  a 
very  narrow,  unconsidered  and 
uninformed  position.  It’s  almost 
worse  than  not  doing  it.” 

Mrs.  Wendland  says  she  is 
gratified  by  the  favorable  re¬ 
sponse  from  readers  of  her  first 
six  issues. 

“I’m  fully  convinced,”  she 
said,  “that  ‘Connections’  is  what 
I  need  to  be  doing — for  now.” 


Despite  her  roots,  dergywoman  protests  Serbian  atrocities 
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NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward  (center),  a  United 
Methodist  clergywoman,  protests  the  mass  rapes  of  women 
and  girls  by  Serbian  troops,  as  part  of  the  "Women  in  Black" 
demonstration  held  every  Wednesday  near  the  United  Nations. 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — As  her  fellow 
Americans  ponder  military  inter¬ 
vention  in  the  former  Yugoslavia, 
the  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward,  a 
United  Methodist,  devotes  one 
hour  each  Wednesday  afternoon 
to  protest  the  brutalities  of  her 
own  Serbian  ethnic  group. 

Between  5  and  6  p.m.  she  takes 
up  a  position  opposite  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  building  and  unfurls 
a  banner  decrying  rape. 

She  is  one  of  about  a  dozen 
women,  some  dramatically  clad  in 
tattered,  billowing  dresses,  their 
faces  hidden  behind  dark  veils. 

'Women  in  Black' 

They  call  themselves  the 
“Women  in  Black,”  and  their  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  demonstrate  against  the 
wanton  abuse  of  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  former  Yugoslavia,  in¬ 
cluding  mass  rapes  by  Serbian 
nationalists.  The  women  say  they 
stand  in  solidarity  with  another 
group  of  Women  in  Black  who 
gather  on  Wednesdays  in  Bel¬ 
grade,  in  the  heart  of  Serbia,  to 
protest  the  war. 

For  Ms.  Ingram-Ward  the  pro¬ 


test  touches  a  deeply  personal 
chord:  Her  maternal  grandfather 
immigrated  to  Jackson,  Calif., 
from  Trebinje,  a  town  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  southwestern  tip  of  the 
former  Yugoslavia,  and  she  was 
raised  in  the  Serbian  Orthodox 
Church. 

When  Ms.  Ingram-Ward  was 
growing  up  in  Jackson,  her  fam¬ 
ily  and  other  immigrants  of  Ser¬ 
bian  Orthodox  faith  always 
thought  of  themselves  as  Slavs. 

But,  with  the  recent  outbreak 
of  war  in  the  former  Yugoslavia, 
pitting  predominantly  Orthodox 
Serbs  against  mostly  Catholic 
Croats  and  Muslim  Bosnians, 
many  of  Jackson’s  Serbian  Or¬ 
thodox  families  began  calling 
themselves  Serbs. 

Fervor  dismaying 

The  nationalist  fervor  dismayed 
Ms.  Ingram-Ward,  and  at  Easter 
time  she  decided  to  join  the  group 
demonstrating  outside  the  U.N. 

“It  became  very  peculiar  to  me 
to  hear  my  mother  and  others  call¬ 
ing  themselves  Serbs,”  said  Ms. 
Ingram-Ward  in  an  interview.  “It 
was  just  really  discouraging  to  me 
to  see  the  divisions  along  the  lines 


of  religion  all  of  a  sudden.” 

Ms.  Ingram-Ward  is  a  doctoral 
candidate  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York.  Because 
the  Serbian  Orthodox  church  in 
which  she  was  raised  had  no  Sun¬ 
day  school  in  Jackson,  she  at¬ 
tended  one  at  the  Methodist 
church  and  eventually  became  a 
United  Methodist. 

Among  her  involvements  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
was  her  membership  on  the  study 
committee  which  created  the  1989 
United  Methodist  Hymnal.  Her 
subgroup  worked  to  eliminate  sex¬ 
ist  language  and  imagery  from  the 
hymnal’s  ritual. 

She  has  lost  two  cousins  to  the 
latest  war  in  her  homeland,  one  a 
Serb  soldier  and  the  other  a  civil¬ 
ian  killed  during  the  shelling  of 
Trebinje.  The  fighting,  and  the 
feelings  of  nationalism  it  has  en¬ 
gendered,  she  said,  have  left  her 
so  sad  and  angry  that  she  has 
made  it  a  personal  mission,  de¬ 
spite  her  Serbian  roots,  to  protest 
the  Serbian  onslaught. 

Well-documented  rapes 

Her  anger  is  directed  primarily 
against  what  she  considers  the 


well-documented  policy  of  mass 
rapes  of  enemy  women  by  Serbian 
troops  as  a  tool  of  war  designed  to 
demoralize  the  opposition. 

Ms.  Ingram-Ward  wants  to  take 
her  crusade  beyond  the  streets  of 
New  York  and  beyond  letters  and 


phone  calls  to  public  officials.  If 
she  can  make  the  necessary  ar¬ 
rangements,  she  will  spend  August 
in  the  former  Yugoslavia,  minis¬ 
tering  directly  with  victims  of  the 
war,  particularly  women  who  have 
been  raped. 


Bishops  decline  to  act  on  moving  '96  conclave  from  Denver 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif— The  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  at  its 
recent  semiannual  meeting,  took  no 
action  on  whether  the  church’s  1 996 
legislative  General  Conference 
should  be  moved  from  Denver. 

Instead,  the  bishops  tabled  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  from  one  of  their  own 
subgroups  that  they  affirm  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Commission  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  to  meet  in 
Colorado’s  capital  city. 

Prompting  the  motion  to  table 
were  comments  from  Bishop  Mel¬ 
vin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco 
Area).  He  said  he  preferred  that  the 
council  “say  nothing.” 


The  area  Bishop  Talbert  heads  is 
one  of  those  whose  leaders  have 
supported  moving  the  ’96  conclave 
from  Denver. 

Whether  the  conference  should 
remain,  as  planned,  in  Denver  will 
be  on  the  docket  of  the  14-member 
commission  when  it  meets  there 
June  4-5. 

Opinions  differ 

United  Methodists  in  Colorado 
and  around  the  world  differ  on  the 
matter.  Bishops  from  outside  the 
United  States,  meeting  as  their  own 
subgroup,  approved  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  asking  that  the  conference  re¬ 
main  in  Denver. 

A  week  before  the  bishops’  meet¬ 


ing,  Colorado  United  Methodists 
Against  Discrimination  announced 
that  they  had  2,500  names  on  a  pe¬ 
tition  asking  that  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  be  moved.  In  an  April  23 
release,  the  coalition  said  signatures 
had  been  received  from  United 
Methodists  in  36  states  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia. 

The  group  sees  a  “national,  pub¬ 
lic  stand  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  powerful  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  against  the  oppression,  margin¬ 
alization  and  injustice  embodied  in 
Amendment  2.” 

Colorado  voters  last  November 
approved  the  amendment  which,  in 
effect,  overturned  ordinances  in  As¬ 
pen,  Boulder  and  Denver  that  pro¬ 


tected  basic  civil  rights  of 
homosexual  persons.  It  passed  by  a 
53-47  percent  margin. 

Those  who  oppose  the  amend¬ 
ment  claim  it  legalizes  discrimina¬ 
tion.  Those  who  favor  it  argue  that 
it  simply  prohibits  giving  special 
protection  to  homosexuals. 

The  amendment  itself  is  under 
court  review  to  determine  whether 
it  violates  the  Colorado  state  consti¬ 
tution. 

Other  business 

In  other  business,  the  Council  of 
Bishops: 

■  Opened  their  study  of  United 
Methodist  ministry  with  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “What  is  God’s  mission  to  the 


world  through  the  church?”  That 
question,  said 
Bishop  David  J. 
Lawson  (Illinois 
Area),  chair  of  the 
12-member  study 
panel,  must  deter¬ 
mine  what  orders 
of  ministry  the 
church  establishes. 

David  Lawson  “The  church  as 
it  is  now  organized  is  the  church  of 
the  past,”  Bishop  Lawson  observed. 
“The  new  church  is  being  called  into 
being  to  minister  to  a  new  world.” 


■  Determined  that  laying  hands 
on  the  heads  of  persons  being  or¬ 
dained  should  be  done  only  by  el¬ 
ders  (the  second  and  higher  of  two 


United  Methodist  classifications  of 
ordained  clergy). 

They  suggested  that  a  representa¬ 
tive  layperson  read  the  Scriptures  or 
stand  with  the  bishops,  “symbolizing 
serving  among  God’s  people  in  the 
community  of  Christ.”  Such  a  layper¬ 
son,  they  added,  should  represent  the 
laity  of  the  annual  conference. 

■  Departed  from  tradition  by  set¬ 
ting  the  U.S.  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  dates  over  a  weekend  in  the 
year  2000  (July  14-17); 

■  Established  a  joint  working 
group  between  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  to  discuss  "issues  of 
mutual  collaboration  and  potential 
conflict.” 


Faith  at  work 


MAY  21,  1993 


Hie  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

= connections 

PRIZE  WINNERS:  A  manuscript  on  Meth¬ 
odist  deaconesses  has  garnered  the  1993  John 
H.  Ness  Award  from  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
in  Madison,  N.J.  Daniel  Patrick  Buchanan,  a 
student  at  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School,  Nash¬ 
ville,  received  the  $300  first  prize  for  his  manu¬ 
script,  “A  Ministry  of  Friends:  The  Methodist 
Deaconesses  in  Chicago,  1885-1917.”  Carter  S. 
Askren,  a  student  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  won 
the  $200  second  prize. 

CHURCH  SECRETARIES  MEETING: 

More  than  260  church  secretaries  from  37  states 
attended  the  1 3th  annual  meeting  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Association  of  United  Methodist  Church 
Secretaries  last  month  in  Charleston,  W.V. 
Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Ohio  West  Area)  and 
Bishop  S.  Clifton  Ives  (West  Virginia  Area)  were 
among  the  gathering’s  worship  leaders. 

NEW  FOUNDATION  HEAD:  The- 

mas  R.  Locke,  41,  has  been  named  president  of 
the  Texas  Methodist  Foundation.  Since  1988  he 
has  been  senior  vice  president  of  the  foundation 
which  has  assets  of  just  over  $100  million.  He 
succeeds  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Laing,  67,  who  has 
headed  the  foundation  since  1978.  Mr.  Laing 
will  remain  associated  with  the  foundation. 

CORRECTION:  The  Reporter  issue  dated 
May  7  said  incorrectly  that  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor  was  elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  in  1964.  He  was  elected  in  1956.  The 
Reporter  regrets  this  error. 

NO  CHICKEN  HE:  At  least  1,000  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Kentucky  United  Methodists  who 
gathered  for  the  annual 
United  Methodist  Family 
Day  at  Opryland  in  Nash¬ 
ville  were  surprised  to  see  a 
dancing  bishop.  But  Bishop 
Kenneth  L.  Carder  (Nash¬ 
ville  Area)  had  just  been 
taught  to  dance  the  “chick¬ 
en”  by  a  boy  in  a  Memphis 
Sunday  school  and  felt  call-  Bishop  Carder 
ed  to  share  his  newfound  talent  on  the  stage  of 
the  Roy  Acuff  Theater.  At  the  urging  of  a  de¬ 
lighted  crowd,  all  the  ordained  and  diaconal 
ministers  present  joined  Bishop  Carder  onstage, 
dancing  the  “chicken”  to  “I  Will  Follow  Him” 
from  the  film  “Sister  Act.”  Reportedly  the  bish¬ 
op  and  his  “flock”  were  a  hit. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


United  Methodist  layman-artist 
paints  poster  for  pope's  visit 


Portrait  artist  George  Pollard  received  a  papal  medal  after  he 
presented  a  portrait  of  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  1989.  Now  the 
United  Methodist  layman  has  designed  the  official  Youth  Day 
Poster  for  the  pope's  visit  to  Denver  this  coming  August. 


By  KRISTIN  K.  KNUDSON 

KENOSHA,  Wis.  —  He  has 
painted  two  Supreme  Court  Jus¬ 
tices,  four  United  States  Presi¬ 
dents,  three  Wisconsin  gover¬ 
nors,  countless  military  figures 
and  sports  heroes,  but  they  all 
pale  in  comparison  to  Pope  John 
Paul  II. 

That’s  the  claim  of  portrait  art¬ 
ist  George  Pollard. 

When  he  started  his  portrait 
career  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps 
as  a  battlefield  artist  during 
World  War  II,  little  did  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  know  that 
nearly  50  years  later  he’d  be 
painting  an  official  portrait  of 
the  pope  and  be  allowed  to  de¬ 
sign  the  official  Youth  Day  Post¬ 
er  for  the  pope’s  visit  to  Denver 
this  coming  August. 

“If  you're  capable  of  feeling 
the  presence  of  Christ,  you  prob¬ 
ably  can  feel  it  when  you’re  with 
the  pope,”  Mr.  Pollard  said. 

His  contact  with  the  Vatican 
began  in  1980  when  Mother  Te¬ 
resa  was  visiting  Milwaukee. 
During  her  stay,  Mr.  Pollard  was 
able  to  do  a  charcoal  montage  of 
Mother  Teresa  that  made  its  way 
to  the  Vatican. 

“How  it  got  there,  God  only 
knows — literally,”  he  joked. 

From  that  portrait,  he  was 


called  to  Rome  nearly  eight  years 
later  to  paint  a  portrait  of  the 
pope’s  theologian,  Cardinal 
Mario  Luigi  Ciappi. 

Later  he  was  retained  to  paint 
the  Vicar  General  of  the  Vatican, 
Archbishop  Petrus  Von  Lierde  and 
Archbishop  Paul  Maroinkus,  for¬ 
mer  president  of  the  Vatican  Bank. 

In  1989  he  received  another 
call  from  the  Vatican.  He  was  to 
paint  a  portrait  of  the  pope. 

When  Mr.  Pollard  arrived  in 
Rome  with  his  artist  wife,  Nan, 
he  confessed  to  Cardinal  Ciappi 
that  he  was  a  bit  apprehensive 
about  painting  John  Paul  II  and 
confessed  he  wasn’t  Catholic  but 
United  Methodist. 

“The  Cardinal  looked  at  me 
and  said,  ’Don’t  worry  about 
that,  just  paint  Catholic.’  It 
helped  put  me  at  ease,”  Mr.  Pol¬ 
lard  said. 

In  completing  the  portrait,  Mr. 
Pollard  made  seven  trips  to 
Rome  and  had  three  private  au¬ 
diences  with  the  pope. 

"That  means  1  went  in  with 
about  15  other  people  and  while 
they  were  completing  their  busi¬ 
ness,  I’d  stand  off  to  the  side  and 
sketch  for  about  1 5  minutes.” 

However,  the  brief  encounters 
with  the  pope  were  not  long 
enough  for  him  to  get  good 


Church  can  ease  single  parents'  burdens 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Last  of  five  parts 

Single  parenting  has  moved 
from  the  back  burner  to  center 
stage  of  American  life. 

This  demographic  reversal 
presents  challenges  to  our 
church’s  concept  of  family. 

The  single  parents  in  the  pews 
of  alert  and  compassionate 
churches  can  be  doubly  blessed 
with  spiritual  connection  and  pa¬ 
rental  assistance. 

It  is  understandable  that  sin¬ 
gle-parent  families  can  be  centers 
of  pain  whether  they  exist  due  to 


divorce,  the  death  of  a  spouse  or 
the  choice  not  to  marry. 

The  church  is  the  ideal  place 
for  single  parents  to  find  solace 
and  comfort.  However,  our 
churches  must  be  ready  to  meet 
the  needs  and  continually  devel¬ 
op  appropriate  ministry.  The 
good  news  is  that  single-parent 
families  can  breathe  new  life  into 
the  ways  we  come  together  as  a 
church  family. 

For  instance  Gerald,  a  35-year- 
old  single  father  with  full  custody 
of  three  school-age  daughters, 
says  he  relies  heavily  on  his 
church  and  its  single-parents 


group  for  encouragement  and  as¬ 
sistance  in  solo  parenting.  Since 
his  divorce  two  years  ago  Gerald 
has  learned  that  raising  children 
alone  is  demanding. 

“So  I  decided  that  I  would  not 
raise  them  alone.  My  church 
helps  me,”  he  said.  “We  sponsor 
weekly  programs  for  the  girls  that 
keep  them  in  a  safe  and  Christian 
environment. 

“There  are  parenting  classes 
for  me  as  well  as  a  social  outlet. 
What  matters  most  is  I  learned 
that  I  am  not  alone. 

“There  are  lots  of  single  par¬ 
ents  at  the  church,  trying  to  be 


both  parents  just  like  me.  We  di¬ 
alogue,  swap  ideas  and  even  take 
part  in  a  babysitting  co-op.  Even 
the  married  couples  have  gotten 
involved,  and  the  entire  congre¬ 
gation  is  working  together.” 

Building  a  community  for  one¬ 
self  and  the  children  is  vital  for 
the  single  parent.  The  incessant 
demands  inherent  with  this  cate¬ 
gory  of  singleness  cause  some  to 
fall  into  unhealthy  patterns  such 
as  isolation,  being  overburdened 
with  responsibility  and  carrying 
excessive  guilt  due  to  an  inability 
to  spend  time  with  their  children. 

Single  parents  also  must  learn  to 


sketches.  His  real  break  came 
when  he  was  invited  to  sit  in  the 
press  section  during  a  canoniza¬ 
tion  Mass. 

His  assigned  place  in  the  gal¬ 
lery  was  really  too  far  away  from 
the  pope  to  make  good  sketches. 
As  he  was  beginning  to  pack  his 
sketch  pad,  the  press  liaison,  who 
was  an  American,  asked  if  he 
would  be  willing  to  give  up  his 
spot  for  a  TV  crew.  He  agreed 
and  she  asked  him  to  follow  her 
to  his  new  seat. 

‘‘She  marched  me  past  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  past  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Cardinals  and  pointed  to 
a  chair  about  30  feet  from  the 
pope,”  Mr.  Pollard  recalled.  “I 
sketched  uninterrupted  nearly 
four  and  a  half  hours.” 

The  final  portrait  was  painted 
in  his  hotel  room  in  Vatican  City. 

Mr.  Pollard’s  poster  for  Youth 
Day  features  the  pope  rising 
above  the  city  with  35  individual 
portraits  as  a  frame  of  faces. 

The  45  border  portraits  were  all 
done  full  size  prior  to  being 
shrunk  down  to  about  1  by  \'h 
inches.  Each  depicts  a  young  per¬ 
son  in  various  occupations  belong¬ 
ing  to  diverse  racial  ethnic  groups. 

Ms.  Knudson  is  editor  for  the 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  UMR. 

SI  NGLES  ^ 

and  the  church 


What  your  congregation 
can  do! 

Q  Offer  parenting  classes 
a  Establish  a  babysitting  co-op 
s  Monitor  single  parents 
for  stress  and  burn-out 
°  Emphasize  single  parents 
from  the  Bible 


carve  time  out  for  themselves  on  a 
regular  basis.  Time  alone  for  prayer, 
scripture  reading  and  meditation 
will  empower  them  to  balance  their 
kids’  lives  and  their  lives. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  S 1 . 1 5  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  adsS!5  additional  plus  add  S9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  infor¬ 
mation  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other- 
wise  approved  in  advance. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  1200-member  church,  will  assume 
responsibilities  immediately,  must  have  degree 
and  should  be  experienced.  Responsible  for 
education — all  age  levels,  emphasis  on  adult 
and  children  ministries.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  Marshall  McQueen,  First 
UMC,  P-O.  Box  925,  Katy,  TX  77492-0925. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  POSITION  available, 
1 600-member  church  in  southeastern  New 
Mexico.  Strong  music  programs.  Salary  accord¬ 
ing  to  experience  and  qualifications.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1913,  Roswell, 
NM  88202-1913. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRY 
position  available  July  1,  1993.  Full-time  inno¬ 
vative  and  creative  person  with  experience  de¬ 
sired  to  work  in  multi-staffed  5200-member 
church.  Degree  in  Christian  Education  pre¬ 
ferred.  Total  compensation  negotiable  based  on 
experience  and  education.  Send  resume,  state¬ 
ment  of  faith,  and  personal  testimony  to: 
Search  Committee,  Geri  Coen,  Chairperson, 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  5838  S. 
Sheridan  Road.  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Growing 
2600-member  UM  Church,  Chicago  suburb. 
Excellent  facilities,  supportive  congregation. 
Current  strong  program.  Experience  required. 
Musical  skills  a  plus.  Resume/references:  Grace 
Church.  300  E.  Gartner.  Naperville,  IL  60540. 
(708)355-1748. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  growing 
1500-member  northwest  New  Mexico  church. 
Salary  DOE.  Position  available  on  June  1. 
1993.  Please  send  resume  to:  Pastor  Bill  Syls- 
kar.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  808  North 
Monterey,  Farmington.  NM  87401. 


ASSISTANT  PASTOR  PART-TIME.  Primary 
duty  is  visitation.  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church.  Call  1-800-329-9214.  Job  description 
write  Jon  Palmer.  Box  8519-UMC, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32239. 


CPA/BUSINESS  MANAGER  with  25  years  ex¬ 
perience  seeks  employment  in  Houston  area  as 
Business  Administrator.  Will  consider  full  or 
part-time.  Gary  Barnett.  Box  79090,  Houston, 
TX  77079.  (7 1 3)  462-3602. 


CUNNINGHAM  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  resi¬ 
dential  and  community  based  agency,  located 
in  central  Illinois,  serving  youth  6-18  years  of 
age  seeking  to  fill  position  of  Chaplain.  Two 
units  of  supervised  clinical  pastoral  education 
and  experience  with  youth  and  counseling  pre¬ 
ferred.  Send  resume  to:  Executive  Director, 
P.O.  Box  878.  Urbana,  IL  61801.  (Equal  oppor- 
tunity  employer) 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  PART-TIME,  550-mem- 
ber  church,  start  August  1.  Send  resume  by  May 
31  to:  Wylie  UMC.  P.O.  Box  297,  Wylie.  TX 
75098. 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Nonprofit  self-help 
food  distribution,  community  development. 
Management  cxpcnence/B.S.  business  adminis¬ 
tration  required.  Strong  communication  skills. 
Team-builder.  S30-S36.000  range.  Resumes  by 
5/28/93:  TUMC  Search  Committee.  P.O.  Box 
5746,  Tampa.  FL  33675. 


MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  A  part-time  po¬ 
sition.  First  UMC.  Clermont.  Church  of  800  + 
members  in  central  Florida  (near  Orlando). 
Contact:  Gerald  VanDyken,  Box  120488,  Cler¬ 
mont.  FL  34712-0488. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  9/1/93:  EXECUTIVE 
Director.  Albany,  NY  United  Methodist  Soci¬ 
ety.  Troy  Conference  Urban  Ministry.  Informa¬ 
tion  contact:  Richard  Chatterton,  4  Arden 
Craig  Drive.  Albany.  NY  12203. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  in  1600-member  church.  Excellent  facili¬ 
ties.  including  gym.  Need  experience  in 
medium  to  large  church;  ability  to  direct  youth 
choir  desired  but  not  necessary.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  with  references  to:  Sr.  Pastor, 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church.  10010  An¬ 
derson  Mill  Road,  Austin.  TX  78750. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  need¬ 
ed  for  1400-member  United  Methodist  Church 
located  in  the  heart  of  West  Virginia's  capital 
city.  Education  and  experience  in  building  com¬ 
munity  with  junior  and  senior  high  Christians  a 
must.  Just  as  important  is  a  love  for  these 
youths  and  a  willingness  to  lead  them,  their  par- 
ents,  and  other  adult  leaders  toward  spiritual 
wholeness.  Salary  S20.000  plus  benefits.  Send 
resume  and  references  to:  The  Rev.  Harry  Jen¬ 
kins,  1221  QuarrierSt.,  Charleston,  WV  25301 

CHRISTIAN  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
Teacher  93/94.  Please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to  the  Episcopal  School  of  Good  Shep¬ 
herd,  200  West  College,  Terrell,  TX  75 1 60. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  COORDINATOR 
needed  in  downtown  church  with  growing  pro¬ 
gram.  Part-time  with  full-time  options.  Send  re- 
sume  with  references  to:  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  467  1st  Ave.  N.,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  FL  33701 ,  attn:  Dr.  Blomquist. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME 
CE/program  staff  person.  Growing  church  in 
Austin.  Texas  in  quality  public  school  district. 
Salary  according  to  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Resumes:  Westlake  UMC,  1460  Red  Bud 
Trail.  Austin,  TX  78746. 

CERTIFIED  CHURCH  BUSINESS  Adminis¬ 
trator  seeking  employment  opportunity. 
C.P.A.  with  10  years  experience,  4  years  as 
church  administrator.  Member  UMACBA, 
NACBA;  diaconal  minister  candidate;  semi- 
nary  training.  Contact:  Administrator,  P.O. 
Box  627,  Hurst,  TX  76053  or  leave  message 
(817)  498-4400.  (Added  bonus:  could  double 
as  youth  director/minister). 

15-DAY  KENYA  SAFARI,  October  5-19,  1993, 
S3. 495. 00  for  deluxe  accommodations.  See  wild 
animals  in  safety  of  Tree  Hotel  &  in  national 
parks  by  mini-bus  with  guaranteed  window 
scats.  View  Mt.  Kilimanjaro.  Meet  Kenya 
school  children.  Experienced  guides.  Request 
color  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  P.O.  Box 
337 1 ,  Frederick.  MD  2 1 705.  (301 )  696-8370. 

CONSTRUCTION  CAMP-  LEARN  BUILD- 
ING  skills  suitable  for  mission  work.  June  27- 
July  2.  Basic  hands  on  skills.  Liberation 
Theology.  Beautiful  Washington  coast.  All 
meals,  lodging,  and  materials.  For  men  and 
women  over  17  years  old.  S250.  Contact:  Ocean 
Park  Retreat  Center/U.M.  Camp,  P.O.  Box  C, 
Ocean  Park.  WA  98640  (206)  665-4367. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS  WANTS  copies  of 
old  hymnal  “Hymns  For  Praise  And  Service" 
published  in  1956  by  Rodeheaver  Co.  Contact: 
Coopers.  1350  N.  3rd  Ave..  Upland.  CA  91786. 
Phone (909) 982-6446. 

CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE:  Conn  Model 
650  Theater  Organ,  three  manual,  32  pedals. 
Excellent  condition,  $3,000.  Dallas,  Texas  area, 

(2 1 4)  475-2808  evenings. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  S 1 65.  week, 

S 52 5  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138. 
Wayncsville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627- 
9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hvm- 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort.  For 
groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Lodg¬ 
ing  (now  with  more  showers!).  $10.50  tickets,  and 
meals  all  included!  Call  (501 )  253-84 1 8  today! 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIAL- 
1ST.  Buses,  vans  and  luggage  traitors.  Distribu¬ 
tor  for  Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans 
with  center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call 
Trinity  Transportation.  (800)  330-3622. 

ALLEN  MODEL  TC-35  2  MANUAL  ORGAN. 
Good  condition.  S3. 500.  Contact:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  127,  Jasper,  TX 
75951.(409)  384-5735. 

Producer  recalls  Waco's  spiritual  connections 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ms.  Turner,  a 
United  Methodist  laywoman  and  the 
granddaughter  of  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  is  a  field  producer  for  ABC 
television  news.  For  62  days  she  was 
in  W  aco  as  senior  producer  for  the 
network’s  Branch  Davidian  cover¬ 
age.  Following  is  part  of  her  account 
of  the  ordeal. 

By  LISA  PETERSON  TURNER 

The  telephone  rang  in  my  Waco 
hotel  room  at  6:05  a.m.  on  Monday, 
April  19. 

“There’s  something  going  on  at 
the  compound!”  the  ABC  News  as¬ 
signment  editor  in  New  York  ex¬ 
claimed. 

After  a  couple  of  quick  calls  to 
the  editor  and  camera  crew  to  get 
them  rolling,  I  headed  to  the  media 
compound,  also  known  as  “Satellite 
City,"  some  20  miles  away. 

After  51  days  in  Waco  covering 
the  cult  standoff,  I  had  ambivalent 
emotions  about  the  finality  of 
events.  I  wanted  desperately  to  go 
home  to  my  children  in  The  Colony 
(a  Dallas  suburb)  but  I  also  hoped 
for  a  peaceful  resolution  to  the 
Branch  Davidian  standoff. 

For  the  next  six  hours  I  stood  in 
the  control  room  of  the  uplink 


After  51  days  in  Waco  covering  the  cult  standoff,  I 
had  ambivalent  emotions  about  the  finality  of 
events.  I  wanted  desperately  to  go  home  to  my 
children  but  I  also  hoped  for  a  peaceful  resolution . 


truck,  coordinating  all  live  feeds 
and  updates  for  ABC  News  as  well 
as  staying  on  a  telephone  trying  to 
get  an  update  of  happenings. 

'I  saw  fire' 

At  approximately  noon,  while  on 
standby  to  do  a  live  update  for  the 
BBC  in  England  and  monitoring  six 
screens,  I  saw  fire  coming  from  a 
window  in  the  Branch  Davidian 
compound. 

My  first  thought  was,  “Oh,  God, 
please  let  those  children  come  out 
safely!” 

That  thought  was  quickly  re¬ 
placed  by  the  shuffle  of  preparing 
myselfand  our  correspondent, 
Charles  Murphy,  to  go  on  the  air 
live  for  a  Special  Report. 

In  less  than  30  minutes,  the  faded 
yellow,  wooden  structure  that 
housed  around  80  of  David  Kor- 


esh’s  followers  was  leveled. 

During  those  30  minutes  I  was 
concentrating  on  my  job:  watching 
the  disaster  on  the  six  monitors — 
three  of  which  showed  different  an¬ 
gles  of  the  burning  compound — at 
the  same  time  that  I  talked  over  a 
headset  to  the  producer  in  New 
York,  monitored  wire  service  re¬ 
ports  on  the  computer  and  fed  in¬ 
formation  to  Charles  Murphy  a 
half-mile  down  the  road. 

Adrenalin  was  pumping,  but  I  had 
to  stay  focussed.  The  feelings  of  sad¬ 
ness,  of  trauma,  would  come  later. 

For  the  next  five  days  I  produced 
the  lead  story  on  World  News  To¬ 
night. 

joined  that  morning 

My  stay  in  Waco  had  begun  on 
Feb.  28,  several  hours  after  the  ini¬ 
tial  raid  by  the  ATF  (Federal  Bu- 


FBI  negotiator  says  he  relies  on  God 
in  aftermath  of  Waco  cult  tragedy 


On  the  morning  of  the  fire  at 
the  Branch  Davidian  compound, 
Byron  Sage  was  praying  for  a 
peaceful  resolution. 

Mr.  Sage,  chief  negotiator  for 
the  FBI,  was  the  first  federal  ne¬ 
gotiator  on  the  scene  Feb.  28  and 
the  last  to  talk  to  David  Koresh. 

Fifty-one  days  after  it  began, 
after  several  hours  of  pumping 
tear  gas  into  the  Branch  Davi¬ 
dian  compound,  the  tank  pump¬ 
ing  the  gas  backed  off. 

Mr.  Sage  announced,  “David, 
you  know  we  know  where  you 
are.  We  are  prepared  to  saturate 
the  area  with  more  tear  gas. 
However,  we  will  back  out  and 
allow  access  for  a  walkout  to 
safety.” 


At  that  time,  Mr.  Sage  told  me 
that  everyone  on  the  negotiating 
team  was  praying  that  David 
Koresh  would  see  that  it  was 
time  to  come  out. 

When  he  saw  the  flames  on  his 
monitor,  Mr.  Sage  pleaded  with 
David  Koresh,  “Don’t  do  this  . . . 
David,  be  a  savior,  not  a  destroy¬ 
er." 

He  said  he  had  to  look  away 
from  the  monitors  several  times 
so  that  he  would  not  panic  but 
would  be  able  to  direct  them  to 
safety. 

His  pleas  continued:  “Come 
out,  come  out  ...  if  you  are  dis¬ 
oriented,  follow  the  voice.” 

He  was  so  distraught  that  they 
did  not  come  out  that  he  was  still 


shaking  two  days  later. 

No  one  could  believe  that  the 
followers’  commitment  to  David 
Koresh  would  override  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  their  own  children. 

I  asked  Mr.  Sage  how  it  felt  as 
a  Christian  to  witness  such  a 
tragedy. 

The  24-year  veteran  negotiator 
replied,  “I  can’t  imagine  having 
to  cope  with  these  feelings  if  I 
were  not  a  Christian.  I  rely  heavi¬ 
ly  on  the  knowledge  and  the 
peace  of  mind  that  everything  I 
do,  I  turn  over  to  the  Lord  know¬ 
ing  He  will  provide  me  with  the 
tools  to  do  my  best.  I  feel  confi¬ 
dent  that  we  did  our  best.” 

—USA  PETERSON  TURNER 


reau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and 
Firearms). 

I  had  begun  that  day  teaching  the 
junior  high  Sunday  School  class  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
The  Colony,  Texas. 

That  morning,  at  the  1 1  o’clock 
service,  my  four  teen-aged  children 
and  I  joined  the  church  after  at¬ 
tending  there  regularly  for  five 
months. 

After  church,  I  was  overseeing  a 
communications  workshop  for 
teens  and  their  parents  when  I  was 
summoned  to  Waco. 

For  the  next  62  days  my  church 
family  took  care  of  my  teenagers,  all 
of  whom  are  very  active  in  the 
church.  Congregation  members  pro¬ 
vided  transportation,  meals,  over¬ 
night  stays  and,  most  of  all,  an 
outpouring  of  love. 

A  lot  of  people  in  the  media  tend 
to  be  agnostic,  and  I  take  a  lot  of 
kidding  because  of  my  active  reli¬ 
gious  practice.  But,  long  days  after 
it  all  began,  on  Easter  morning  an 
ABC  editor  quietly  asked  if  he 
could  “tag  along”  with  me  to  Austin 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Waco.  It  meant  a  lot  to  me. 

There  were  discussions  from  the 
pulpit  and  in  the  congregation 
about  the  cult  standoff  and  the  con¬ 
cern  for  the  children  there.  We  all 
prayed  for  a  peaceful  resolution. 

Looking  back,  the  nicest  thing 
about  the  Waco  experience  was 
making  a  spiritual  connection  with 
others  who  found  comfort  in  their 
faith  in  the  face  of  tragedy  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  below). 

Some  guilt 

I  also  feel  a  little  guilt.  The  fol¬ 
lowers  of  David  Koresh  were  all 
looking  for  something  spiritual  in 
their  lives.  Instead  they  found  a 
con  man  who  took  everything  from 
them,  including  $18,000  a  month  in 
welfare  payments  and  food  stamps. 

How  many  others  make  a  one¬ 
time  appearance  in  our  churches 
and  no  one  reaches  out  to  them?  So 
they  keep  looking  until  they  find  a 
David  Koresh. 

And  those  poor  children!  Even 
those  who  found  safety  at  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  in  Waco  (see  UMR, 
April  30)  firmly  believe  that  even 
after  death,  David  Koresh  is  going 
to  come  back  and  get  them.  He  in¬ 
stilled  that  fear  into  them. 
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Thank  You 


Our  ministers  have  been  the  foundation  upon  which  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  Campaign  has  been  built.  The  vast  majority  of  them 
have  given  strong  support  and  tireless  work  that  have  led  the  way. 

Over  three-fourths  of  clergy  have  pledged  to  the  campaign.  Their 
total  is  over  $450,000  and  still  rising.  In  fact,  I  am  writing  these 
words  in  Monroe  where  Dr.  Phil  Woodland,  superintendent,  has  just 
announced  that  100  per  cent  of  the  district’s  clergy  have  pledged  to 
the  Conference  Center  Campaign.  That  is  a  tremendous  statement  of 
support. 

With  the  clergy  leading  the  charge,  the  Conference  Center  will  be 
built! 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


JACC'ET’TS 


A  liturgical  banner,  covers  for  publications  and  an  altar  cloth  at 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  reflect  the  Annual  Conference  worship 
theme,  “Faith  Believes,  Faith  Accepts,  Faith  Responds." 


Ministers  added  to  retiree  list 

Three  more  ministers,  including  one  diaconal,  will  be  honored  as  retir¬ 
ees  at  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

They  are  the  Rev.  Alfred  Poilar,  pastor  of  Peoples  UMC,  New  Orleans; 
Doris  R.  Sheppard,  diaconal  minister  who  is  director  of  education  at 
North  Highland  UMC,  Shreveport,  and  Dr.  Clarence  Snelling  Jr.,  profes¬ 
sor  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology. 


Alfred  Poilar  Doris  Sheppard  Clarence  Snelling  Jr. 


Along  with  the  clergy  retirees  previously  announced,  this  brings  the  total 
to  19  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

With  so  many  retiring,  will  there  be  ministers  to  fill  the  positions? 

The  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy,  registrar  for  the  Committee  on  Training  and 
Orders  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministers,  said,  “We  have  42 
students  in  seminary  related  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Seven¬ 
teen  are  graduating  in  June  and  16  of  those  are  available  for  full-time  ap¬ 
pointments.” 

Five  of  them  will  be  taking  appointments  for  the  first  time  and  a  number 
in  the  state  already  have  positions  to  which  they  were  appointed  while  stu¬ 
dents. 

Thirteen  clergy  are  to  be  ordained  as  deacons  at  Annual  Conference  and 
some  of  them  are  already  serving  local  appointments,  he  mentioned.  Two 
diaconals  will  be  consecrated. 

The  ministers  listed  last  week  and  the  three  added  this  week  either  have 
already  retired  or  will  retire  after  Annual  Conference. 


June  Conference  calendar 

3  Conference  Center  Board  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building, 
2  p.m. 

6  Peace  With  Justice  Sunday 

6  Centenary  Church  Council,  Centenary  College,  6  p.m. 

7  Conference  Boards  and  Agencies  Centenary  College  (times 
as  set  by  individual  boards) 

7-10  Annual  Conference,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 

10-12  DCYM-CCYM  Training,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
21-23  Bishops’  Week,  Mount  Sequoyah 

23-27  UMW  West  Regional  School,  Baker  University,  Baldwin, 
Kan. 


Laity  speakers,  activities  to  spark  Annual  Conference 


Au  God’s  People  in 
All  Places, 

And  in 
All  Times, 

Are  Called  to  Love 
And  to  Serve. 

Ministry  of  the  Laity 


Dr.  David  L.  White 


For  statewide  meet  in  Shreveport 

Liturgical  banner  designed  to  convey  worship  theme 


Members  of  the  Arts  Council  of 
William  B.  Reily  Memorial  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC  have  been  busy  for  the 
last  month  designing,  sketching  and 
painting  an  18  by  20  foot  liturgical 


Around  the 

At  Billy  Pomeroy  Caney  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  a  United  Methodist 
camp  in  the  Ruston  District,  volun¬ 
teers  are  needed  to  help  clean  and 
fix-up.  For  example,  volunteers, 
who  are  granted  special  rates  for 
lodging  and  meals,  are  needed  to 
clear  trail  hikes,  paint  cabins  both 
inside  and  outside,  diagram  the 
area  showing  cabin  numbers  and  re¬ 
pair  the  walk  to  the  swimming  area. 

Cabin  13  was  destroyed  by  a 
storm  in  1991  but  has  been  rebuilt 
by  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport,  “who 
did  an  excellent  job.”  The  cabin 
will  be  dedicated  on  May  23. 

During  a  year,  about  2,500  per¬ 
sons  use  the  camp  facilities.  Sum¬ 
mer  camping  represents  only  a  part 
of  the  camp  usage.  It  is  open  all  year 
and  food  service  for  10  to  200  per¬ 
sons  at  a  time  is  available.  The  Rev. 
Terral  T.  Lowe  is  manager/director 
and  Evelyn  Lowe  is  bookkeeper/kit- 
chen  manager. 


banner. 

The  huge  depiction  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  theme  will  be  used  as  a  back¬ 
drop  for  business  sessions  in  the 
Gold  Dome  of  Centenary  College. 


Conference 

Craig  Watts,  a  member  of  Lake- 
view  UMC,  Minden,  will  be  the  life¬ 
guard  for  summer  camps.  He  also 
will  be  assistant  to  the  camp  manag¬ 
er  in  keeping  the  grounds  and  cab¬ 
ins  in  order. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  John  Wesley  Kurewa, 
president  of  Africa  University,  was 
guest  speaker  at  Mount  Zion  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  on  May  16,  when  he 
gave  an  account  of  the  founding  of 
the  university  located  on  1,545 
acres  in  Zimbabwe.  Before  the 
United  Methodist  Church  provided 
funds  to  establish  the  university, 
most  Africans  had  to  travel  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  Latin  America  or  the  United 
States  for  higher  education. 

Kurewa,  a  native  of  Zimbabwe, 
was  named  its  first  president  in 
1988. 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Norris  is  pastor 
of  Mt.  Zion  and  Wadsworth  Davis 
is  church  reporter. 


Stephanie  Phillips,  Arts  Council 
chair  for  University  Church,  de¬ 
signed  the  logo  which  is  to  be  used 
to  convey  the  theme,  “Faith  Be¬ 
lieves,  Faith  Accepts  and  Faith  Re¬ 
sponds.” 

Theme  from  hymn 

The  theme  was  taken  from  the 
hymn,  “Faith  While  Trees  Are  Still 
in  Blossom,’  on  page  508  (  especial¬ 
ly  verse  five)  in  the  new  United 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

Other  members  of  the  committee 
who  helped  Phillips  with  the  project 
are  Katherine  Watts,  Oleta  Hatha¬ 
way,  Jo  Corty  and  Hortense  Mel¬ 
ton.  Assisting  in  coordinating  the 
various  aspects  of  worship  to  the 
theme  was  Esther  Socotofsky,  a 
member  of  the  Conference  worship 
committee  and  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons  is  worship 
chair  and  the  Rev.  Leslie  Akin  is 
Conference  director  of  educational 
and  worship  ministries. 

Huge  undertaking 

Using  theatrical  paint  in  shades 
of  green,  gold,  orange  and  brown, 
the  women  painted  a  large  tree  on 
canvass. 

On  the  section  that  represents, 
“Faith  Believes,”  there  are  no 
leaves,  just  bare  limbs.  Then  as 
“Faith  Accepts”  the  top  area  of  the 
tree  is  covered  with  leaves.  Thirdly, 
as  “Faith  Responds”  the  remainder 
of  the  tree  has  burst  into -full  bloom. 

Lyrics  of  the  fifth  verse  are, 
"Faith  believes  that  God  is  faithful/ 
God  will  be  what  God  will  be!/ 
Faith  accepts  the  call,  responding,/ 
‘I  am  willing,  Lord,  send  me.’  ” 

From  a  distance 

The  women  working  on  the  ban¬ 
ner  said  it  was  difficult  to  imagine 
how  it  would  look  from  a  distance 
when  working  on  it  up  close. 

They  hung  it  in  their  church  to 
get  an  idea  of  how  it  looked. 

“We  decided  the  flowers  needed 
more  highlighting,”  Watts  said. 
They  decided  they  needed  to  see  the 
spot  where  it  would  be  hung  in 
Shreveport. 

"We  went  to  Centenary  and 
talked  with  them  about  it,  “  Phillips 
said. 

On  different  days,  the  tree  sym¬ 
bolizing  changes  in  spiritual  life, 
will  be  depicted  in  its  various 
phases  on  programs. 

Altar  cloth 

In  addition  Phillips  designed  an 
altar  cloth  for  First  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  where  the  worship  services  are 
to  be  held  Monday  through 
Wednesday  evenings  of  Annual 
Conference. 

Phillips  designs  banners,  altar 
cloths,  stoles  —  liturgical  textiles 
for  churches.  She  created  vestment 
stoles  for  Bishop  Oden  and  other 
speakers  at  the  Louisiana  Gather¬ 
ing. 

Phillips  and  all  of  the  other  wom¬ 
en  who  produced  the  banner  are  ac¬ 
complished  artists  whose  work  has 
been  exhibited.  Some  work  with  oil 
and  watercolor  painting,  some  with 
creative  textiles  and  fabrics  includ¬ 
ing  quilts  and  others  with  ceramics. 


Crossroads  UMC,  Shreveport  District,  on  Easter  Sunday  was  blessed 
with  children,  pictured  above,  in  the  church.  As  a  result  of  two  lay 
persons  attending  the  VISION  2000  Training  Session  in  Ruston  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  Crossroads  has  added  two  new  children's  Sunday 
school  classes.  This  has  tripled  the  attendance  at  both  Sunday 
school  and  worship  services,  the  Rev.  William  Sirman,  pastor  said. 


Working  on  the  banner  that  will  provide  the  backdrop  for  Annual 
Conference  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Esther  Socolofsky,  Katherine  Watts, 
Stephanie  Phillips  and  Oleta  Hathaway. 


Dr.  David  L.  White,  assistant 
general  secretary.  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  and  Section  on  Min¬ 
istry  of  The  Laity,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  will  | 
be  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  I 
Laity  Session  of  | 

Annual  Confer-  [ 
ence  Monday,  I 
June  7.  The  ses¬ 
sion  will  be  held 
in  the  Gold 

Dome  at  Cente-  _ 

nary  College.  Dr.  Tom  Matheny 
Other  special  la¬ 
ity  events  are  also  planned. 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  Hammond 
layperson  and  attorney,  will  speak 
at  the  Laity  Breakfast  slated  for 
Tuesday,  June  8, 
at  7:05  a.m.  in 
Centenary  Cafe¬ 
teria.  The  event 
will  be  open  to 
all  members. 


Tickets 
Available 

Tickets,  priced 

i  j  r  it,  _.at  55,  will  be 
ludgeCarl  Stewartavailable  at  Con. 

ference  registration.  One  dollar  will 
go  into  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund. 

Matheny  is  president  of  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  of  the  General  UMC 
and  president  of  both  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  Board  and  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  ofTrustees. 

Dr.  Carl  Stewart,  Conference  lay 
leader  and  judge  of  the  2nd  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Shreveport,  will 
talk  about  future  projects  in  his  La¬ 
ity  Address  at  the  close  of  the  Laity 
Report  scheduled  for  Thursday, 
June  10. 


Special  Presentations 

Reports  by  the  Conference  Board 
of  Laity  and  special  presentations 
are  planned  prior  to  his  address. 

Other  lay  reports  will  be  a  part  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  reporting,  which  this  year  will 
take  the  form  of  a  Ministries  Fair. 

As  is  traditional  at  the  Annual 
Conference,  the  Conference  Board 
of  Laity  will  sponsor  Sunrise  Devo¬ 
tional  Services.  John  Porter, 
Shreveport  lay  person,  is  planning 
those  worship  times  set  for  Tuesday 
through  Thursday  at  6:45  a.m.  in 
the  Hargrove  Memorial  Theater, 
the  outdoor  ‘shell’  at  Centenary. 

All  lay  members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  who  attend  the  Pre- 
Conference  training  sessions  will  re¬ 
ceive  reporting  guides.  A  project  of 
the  laity  board,  the  booklets  are  de¬ 
signed  to  help  lay  persons  report 
about  Annual  Conference  to  the 
churches  they  represent.  Included  is 
an  evaluation  form  that  will  be  col¬ 
lected  at  the  end  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  session. 

UM  leader 

Dr.  White’s  subject  will  be  “The 
Primary  Task  of  the  Church-A 
Challenge  for  Laity.” 

“The  church  should  receive  peo¬ 
ple  as  they  are,”  he  said,  “  relate 
them  to  God,  nurture  them  in  the 
spirit  and  send  them  forth  to  tell  the 
good  news.” 

White  is  active  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  many  levels. 
He  is  a  member  of  Gordon  UMC  in 
Nashville  where  he  sings  in  the 
Chancel  Choir  and  has  been  chair 
of  the  Administrative  Board.  White 
has  been  a  delegate  to  both  the  Gen¬ 
eral  and  Jurisdictional  conferences. 

He  is  active  on  a  district  and  con¬ 
ference  level  and  has  served  in  1 1 
different  positions  on  General 
UMC  boards.  For  instance,  he  was 
vice  chair  of  Section  on  Human 
Welfare  and  Society,  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

He  received  an  Outstanding  Citi¬ 
zen  Award  given  by  the  City  of  Jef¬ 
fersonville,  Ind.,  where  he  formerly 
lived.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Indi¬ 
ana  Advisory  Board  to  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Commission. 
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A  life  that  shows  'more  excellent  way' 


It’s  risky  to  applaud  the  virtue 
of  a  public  figure,  particularly  one 
having  a  partisan  political  identi¬ 
ty.  In  a  sinful  world,  even  good 
people  are  vulnerable  to  moral 
lapses. 

Since  his  exodus  15  years  ago 
from  public  office,  however,  for¬ 
mer  President  Jimmy  Carter  has 
justly  earned  bipartisan  acclaim  as 
"our  nation’s  best  ex-president.” 

Consider. 

■  Mr.  Carter’s  regular  hands-on 
volunteer  work  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity  is  well-known.  He  re¬ 
cently  accepted  a  volunteer  posi¬ 
tion  to  reclaim  Atlanta’s  public 
housing  for  low-  and  no-income 
people.  He  was  a  volunteer  U.N. 
observer  two  weeks  ago  during 
Paraguay’s  first-ever  democratic 
elections.  And  he  regularly  speaks 
out  for  human  rights  at  home  and 
abroad. 

■  Nearly  as  impressive  are 
things  he  has  refrained  from  doing 
since  leaving  the  Oval  Office.  For 
example,  he  has  not  used  his  pres¬ 
tige  as  a  former  chief  executive  for 


...  an  exemplary  servant  leader 

personal  gain  nor  engaged  publicly 
in  ad  hominem  critiques  of  elected 
officials. 


■  Finally,  it’s  not  merely  icing 
on  the  cake  that  Mr.  Carter  is  a 
professing  Christian.  He  openly 
acknowledges  that  his  public  ac¬ 
tions  are  a  direct  outgrowth  of  his 
personal  faith. 

We  believe  that  such  visible 
congruence  of  faith  and  life  merits 
recognition,  not  primarily  as  a 
“pat  on  the  back”  for  Mr.  Carter 
but  as  a  glowing  example  of  effec¬ 
tive  servant  leadership. 

His  actions  stand  out  precisely  be¬ 
cause  their  servant-leader  quality  is 
such  a  rare  commodity  in  the  public 
arena.  As  such,  they  help  counter  a 
common  belief  that  one  cannot  en¬ 
ter  politics  as  an  honest  person  and 
remain  an  honest  person. 

Such  cynicism  tends  to  be  a  self- 
fulfilling  prophecy.  Among  other 
things,  it  creates  a  moral  climate  at 
all  levels  of  government  of  “every¬ 
body  does  it,  so  why  shouldn’t  I?” 

In  the  contemporary  context,  “it” 
can  refer  to  everything  from  illegal¬ 
ly  skimming  campaign  donations  to 
milking  one’s  status  as  an  “official” 
for  personal  privilege. 


Editorial 


Hence,  recognizing  a  servant 
leader  such  as  Jimmy  Carter  is  a 
valid  way  by  which  we  as  Chris¬ 
tians  can  say  convincingly  to  our¬ 
selves  and  others:  “There  is  a  more 
excellent  way.” 

What’s  more,  it’s  a  way  that’s 
not  hopelessly  mired  in  an  unat¬ 
tainable  ideal  but  one  that  is  with¬ 
in  reach  of  anyone  who’s  willing  to 
place  service  to  others  on  a  footing 
at  least  equal  to  if  not  higher  than 
service  to  self. 

Among  the  most  fundamental 
tasks  to  which  we  as  Christians  are 
called  is  to  encourage  qualities  of 
inherent  goodness  that  reside 
within  us  all  as  creatures  made  in 
God’s  image. 

In  that  respect,  we  should  be 
grateful  to  a  Jimmy  Carter  and 
others  whose  authenticity  as  ser¬ 
vant  leaders  remind  us  that  Chris¬ 
tians  are  called  to  be  both  servants 
AND  leaders. 


' Dear  Deborah':  Goodbye  to  an  old  friend 


An  old  friend  within  this  newspa¬ 
per,  a  veritable  fount  of  wisdom 
and  pastoral  support,  went  into  re¬ 
tirement  this  week. 

And  it’s  only  fair  to  assume  that 
many  readers  didn’t  even  know 
such  a  friend  existed. 

She  was  “Dear  Deborah,”  a 
weekly  advice  and  counseling  col¬ 
umn  whose  continuous  publication 
in  this  newspaper  dates  back  15- 
plus  years. 

This  column  has  been  being  pub¬ 
lished  on  pages  which  don’t  appear 
in  all  editions  of  the  Reporter.  One 
necessity  we  must  meet  in  publish¬ 
ing  this  newspaper  in  hundreds  of 
editions  each  week  is  the  flexibility 
to  add  or  subtract  pages  as  needed 
to  accommodate  clients’  needs. 

The  column  took  its  name  from 
the  Deborah  mentioned  in  the  4th 
and  5th  chapters  of  the  book  of 
Judges.  There  she  is  identified  as  a 
prophetess  who  judged  Israel,  but 
biblical  scholars  have  also  described 
her  as  an  illuminated  or  an  enlight¬ 
ened  one. 

It  was  particularly  in  the  latter 
role  that  the  biblical  Deborah  be¬ 
came  the  model  for  the  newspaper 


Letter 
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John  A.  Lovelace 


Deborah.  Readers  were  regularly  in¬ 
vited  to  “write  to  Deborah  for  an¬ 
swers  to  personal  problems  in  living 
the  Christian  life  and  faith.” 

Usually  within  a  matter  of  a  few 
weeks,  any  reader-respondent  could 
expect  to  find  Deborah’s  published 
enlightened  counsel  in  response  to 
the  faith  problem  the  reader  had 
posed. 

For  many  years  the  Reporter’s 
“Deborah”  was  not  publicly  identi¬ 
fied.  But  when  the  original  colum¬ 
nist  retired  several  years  ago,  she 
was  identified  as  Kay  Nyberg,  wife 
of  a  United  Methodist  clergyman  in 
Minnesota.  Dozens  of  her  “Dear 
Deborah”  columns  were  subse¬ 
quently  published  in  book  form  by 
Abingdon. 


Ms.  Nyberg’s  retirement  forced 
the  Reporter  staff  to  decide  whether 
to  continue  the  column.  After  that 
“yes”  decision  came  the  national 
search  for  a  successor. 

One  was  found  rather  handily,  a 
person — not  a  member  of  the  news¬ 
paper  staff — whose  identity  was  not 
then  and  is  not  now  being  made 
public. 

With  hardly  a  skip  of  a  beat, 
readers’  questions  continued  to 
come  in — always  mailed,  un¬ 
opened,  to  the  columnist’s  home — 
and  the  responses  came  back  in 
print. 

At  least  once  recently  an  inquiry 
to  Deborah  led  to  a  major  follow-up 
article  on  our  main  news  pages. 
When  “Deborah”  assessed  the 
problems  being  expressed  by  read¬ 
ers  regarding  clergy  divorce  and 


suggested  that  we  pursue  it  as  a 
news  topic,  we  did  so.  Since  then  we 
have  learned  of  positive  healing  ac¬ 
tions  many  regional  bodies  across 
the  church  are  taking. 

That  recent  success  story  not¬ 
withstanding,  the  staffs  consensus 
is  that  the  column  has  served  its 
purpose.  In  its  place  we  expect  to 
offer  a  variety  of  articles — typically 
miniseries  of  four,  five  or  six  short 
articles  by  varying  writers  especially 
versed  in  given  subjects. 

Readers  who  recall  special  bless¬ 
ings  from  reading  “Dear  Deborah” 
are  invited  to  write  telling  us  about 
it.  We  will  attempt  to  share  com¬ 
mendations  with  the  two  colum¬ 
nists  who  have  taken  up  other 
labors  and  could  publish  a  few  with¬ 
in  our  ongoing  “Letters  to  the  Edi¬ 
tor”  space. 


What  others  are  saying 


Just-war  theory  isn't  ours 
to  'reclaim  and  refurbish' 


Your  May  7  editorial,  “Moral  is¬ 
sue:  When  do  we  intervene?”  is 
timely.  I  accept  the  same  moral  ar¬ 
guments  you  use.  I  do,  however, 
have  some  problem  with  your  two 
main  suggestions  for  response. 

First,  you  suggest  United  Meth¬ 
odists  ought  to  “reclaim  and  refur¬ 
bish”  just-war  theory.  Just-war 
theory  has  never  been  ours  to  re¬ 
claim.  The  1988  and  1992  General 
Conferences  firmly  rejected  at¬ 
tempts  to  include  just  war  theory  in 
official  denominational  positions 
on  war  and  peace. 

A  more  compelling  argument 
against  just-war  theory  comes  from 
the  traditional  United  Methodist 
support  of  all  persons  who  make  de¬ 
cisions  of  conscience  in  regard  to 
war  and  peace.  We  support  those 
who  conscientiously  object  to  war, 
or  those  who  conscientiously 
choose  to  participate  in  war. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
does  not  accept  all  decisions.  It  spe¬ 
cifically  cannot  accept  the  conscien¬ 
tious  decision  of  any  person  who 
believes  a  just  cause  for  a  just  war 
has  been  found. 

During  the  committee  debate  at 
the  1992  General  Conference,  a 
highly  recognized  career  military 
officer  and  member  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  said,  “I  have  been  in  wars  that 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

were  justified  but  I  have  never  been 
in  a  war  that  was  just.”  Exactly! 

Finally,  on  point  two  of  your  edito¬ 
rial,  you  ask  that  non-lethal  forms  of 
interventions  be  created.  Such  means 
are  well  known  and  widely  applied. 
Assurance  of  the  non-lethal  nature  of 
intervention  is  not  possible. 

For  example,  police  and  other  law 
enforcement  agencies  developed  non- 
lethal  means  of  resolving  Waco-type 
situations  long  ago.  Today’s  disasters 
only  occur  when  law  enforcement,  or 
a  military  command,  forgets  the  les¬ 
sons  of  the  past. 

Robert  McClean 
New  York,  New  York 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


“Worship  is  our  greatest  need! 
Regular  exposure  of  our  lives  to  the 
Ultimate  Source  of  all  truth,  good¬ 
ness,  beauty  and  love  will  transform 
the  world  into  an  eternal  springtime 
of  the  soul.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Carder  (Nashville  Area). 

*  *  * 

“It’s  so  important  to  read  your 
second-class  mail.  All  kinds  of 
groups  keep  us  informed  about  is¬ 
sues  that  we  don’t  read  about  in  the 
papers:  the  globalization  of  the 
church,  the  growth  of  our  sister 
churches  around  the  world  while  we 
are  diminishing,  the  urgent  prob¬ 
lems  of  racism,  sexism,  ageism,  ho- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

See  what  love  the  father  has  given 
us,  that  we  should  be  called  children 
of  God;  and  so  we  are.  The  reason 
why  the  world  does  not  know  us  is 
that  it  did  not  know  him. 


mophobia,  the  problems  relating  to 
the  gap  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor.  You  are  called  not  simply  to 
carry  on  the  tradition,  but  to  be  on 
the  lookout  for  signs  as  to  the  shape 
the  churches  will  take  as  we  move 
into  the  21st  Century.” 

— Doris  Anne  Younger,  former  head 
of  Church  Women  United,  in 
“Christian  Century.” 

*  ★  * 

“Perfection  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  the  soul’s  faithful  coopera¬ 
tion  with  God.” 

— Jean-Pierre  de  Caussade,  18th 
Century  French  spiritual  master. 

*  *  * 

“We’ve  leaned  too  far  [in  the  sep¬ 
aration  of  church  and  state].  The 
Founding  Fathers  meant  that  there 
should  be  no  state  church,  but 
we’ve  separated  the  state  from  all 
religion  ...  It’s  ironic  that  we’re  not 
allowed  to  talk  about  God  and  the 
Bible  in  our  schools  and  in  Russia 
they’re  begging  for  it.” 

— The  Rev.  Billy  Graham  in  an  in¬ 
terview  in  “U.S.  News  and  World 
Report.” 


Each  generation  must 
define  its  mission  anew 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Heinrich  Bol- 
leter  (Central  and  Southern  Eu¬ 
rope  Area)  recently  summarized 
what  he  considers  the  main  chal¬ 
lenges  facing  Christians  in  post¬ 
communist  Europe.  Reporter 
editors  believe  that  most  of  the 
bishop’s  remarks  have  global  ap¬ 
plication. 

By  HEINRICH  BOLLETER 

The  political  and  social  reali¬ 
ties  [in  Europe]  have  radically 
changed  in  a  very  short  period. 
The  changes  concern  both  East 
and  West. 

For  the  East  the  outcome  is 
dramatic.  We,  as  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  experience 
this  every  day.  In  the  present 
“economic  winter”  churches 
share  limits  the  same  as  ordinary 
citizens:  One  can  hardly  pay  for 
heating  and  keeping  of  church 
rooms,  and  the  mobility  of 
preachers  is  limited  because  of 
the  cost  of  fuel. 

At  least  three  generations  have 
been  brought  up  in  a  totalitarian 
system,  and  this  has  its  effects  on 
human  relations.  Congregations 
and  conferences  have  to  struggle 
to  learn  a  new  and  open  way  of 
communicating. 

Within  the  society,  being  set 
free  from  a  totalitarian  and  vio¬ 
lent  government  caused  a  search 
of  former  nations,  religions  and 
confessions  for  their  own  identi¬ 
ty.  Very  often  the  process  contin¬ 
ues  from  exactly  where  it  was 
interrupted  by  the  totalitarian 
powers. 

What  is  hardly  mentioned  is  the 
fact  that  on  every  level,  even  in 
the  field  of  religion,  there  is  incon¬ 
siderate  taking  over  of  the  East  by 
Western  powers. 

There  are  nostalgic  glances  back 
into  the  past  here  and  there.  It 
would  be  a  mistake  to  think  that 
the  West  has  the  solutions  and 
that  it  is  only  necessary  to  put 
them  into  practice  in  the  East. 
Without  an  essential  re-thinking 
in  all  parts  of  Europe,  there  will  be 
no  solution.  Europe  needs  a  libera¬ 
tion  to  solidarity. 

The  message  of  liberation 

If  we,  as  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  this  Central  Conference, 
want  to  fulfill  our  mission  task  to¬ 
gether  we  need  to  achieve  a  com¬ 
mon  consent.  Each  generation  has 
to  define  this  mission  anew  and  to 
put  it  into  practice. 

If  we  ask  what  the  contents  of 
Methodist  teaching  and  preaching 
are,  we  find  the  gift  of  our  Wesley¬ 
an  heritage — the  biblical  teaching 
of  grace.  The  center  of  our  preach¬ 
ing  is  and  always  will  be  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  God’s  saving  grace. 

Liberation  is  not  a  goal  in  it¬ 
self;  it  is  the  direction  toward  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Where  we 
propagate  only  individualistic 
healing,  health,  redemption,  we 
become  betrayers  of  the  Gospel 
and  the  Church. 

It  is  very  important  to  be  well 
aware  of  the  secular  human  per¬ 
son  of  today  and  to  pick  up  the 
challenge  of  the  overall  crisis  of 
Europe.  We  have  to  learn  to  talk 
with  others  about  faith  and  to 


Analysis 


struggle  with  those  who  are 
searching  to  find  answers  about 
the  urgent  questions  of  life. 

Liberated  to  solidarity 

The  center  of  Methodist  piety 
is  the  belief  that  preaching  and 
practice  of  faith,  kerygma  and 
diakonia,  belong  together. 
Preaching  should  never  be  a  sub¬ 
stitute  for  practical  imitation  of 
Christ. 

Individualistic  understanding 
of  “having  to  progress”  even  if 
others  have  to  carry  the  costs 
needs  to  be  set  right  according  to 
the  biblical  instruction:  “Whoev¬ 
er  would  be  great  among  you 
must  be  your  servant”  (Matthew 
20:26). 

[Editor’s  note:  See  also  related 
editorial  at  left]. 

We  will  hardly  be  able  to  play 
a  part  in  the  forming  of  ethical 
principles  in  a  new  Europe  if  we 
cannot  enable  our  local  churches 
to  be  active  in  these  issues  by 
teaching  and  living  according  to 
the  Gospel. 

The  church  is  challenged  by 
the  problem  of  growing  poverty 
in  East  and  West,  growing  unem¬ 
ployment,  the  problems  of  social 
and  psychological  losers,  the  un¬ 
believable  difference  in  health 
standards  between  the  rich  and 
poor  areas,  by  discriminated- 
against  and  raped  women,  by  un¬ 
accepted  ethnic  groups,  refugees 
and  asylum  seekers. 

Followers  of  Christ  who  are 
liberated  to  solidarity  will  find 
their  field  of  work  right  in  front 
of  the  door  of  their  own  house 
and  church.  They  have  been  lib¬ 
erated  to  work  together  with  all 
people  of  good  will. 

Freedom,  connection 

Christians  have  become  a  mi¬ 
nority  in  modem  society.  If  they 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  agenda 
of  this  world  they  usually  discov¬ 
er  that  it  is  much  too  demanding. 
But  they  may  be  witnesses  as  a 
complementary  fellowship  of  the 
liberating  grace  of  God. 

They  may  be  salt,  light  and 
yeast.  They  invite  us  to  live  so  that 
others  may  ask  us:  Why  do  you 
live  like  you  are  living?  Or  even: 
Why  can  you  show  your  weakness¬ 
es  so  openly?  Or  You  welcome 
people  and  accept  them  as  they 
are.  If  I  am  with  you  I  can  breathe 
again.  Why  is  that  so? 

If  we  want  to  continue  a  good 
Methodist  tradition  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  our  area  then  we  must 
leam  anew  to  live  our  mission,  not 
in  defining  it  against  others  but  as 
partners  together  with  them. 

“Connexio”  is  the  name  John 
Wesley  gave  to  the  Methodist 
movement,  which  spread  out  from 
England,  Wales,  Ireland  and  Scot¬ 
land  over  the  Channel  Islands  to 
America.  The  understanding  of 
connectionalism  was  that  mission 
was  always  planned  together  and 
handled  with  responsibility.  The 
movement  should  not  lead  to  a 
narrow,  short-sighted  Congrega¬ 
tionalism. 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


We  must  go  beyond  the  status  quo 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  15:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  30 
Sunday:  Psalms  104:24-34 
Monday:  Psalms  104:35b 
Tuesday:  Acts  2:1-13 
Wednesday:  Acts  2: 1 4-2 1 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  12:3b-7 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  12:8-13 
Saturday:  John  7:37-39 
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By  A.  E.  PURVIANCE 

As  each  year  membership  figures 
are  totaled  up,  we  discover  over¬ 
all — and  with  alarming  regularity — 
a  net  loss. 

Whether  your  church  member¬ 
ship  reveals  a  plus  or  minus,  let’s 
turn  attention  to  the  following  con¬ 
siderations  as  they  apply  to  the 
church  at  the  local  level: 

1.  How  long  has  it  been  sibce  your 
last  revival? 

My  dictionary  defines  revival  as 
“an  evangelistic  service  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  effecting  a  religious  awaken¬ 
ing.”  Such  an  experience  falls  upon 
a  congregation  only  after  extensive 
preparation,  including  a  vast 
amount  of  “effectual,  fervent 
prayer”  (James  5:16). 

In  addition,  there  must  be  a  be- 
yond-doubt  expectancy  that  great 
things  will  happen.  Secular  matters 
which  conflict  with  revival  services 
should  be  regulated  to  a  back  burn¬ 
er.  Experience  has  led  me  to  believe 
that  more  worshippers  come  under 
conviction  during  the  singing  of 
gospel  hymns  than  the  majestic 
types  which  are  reserved  for  Sunday 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  A.E.  Purviance  of  Mis¬ 
soula,  Montana,  is  a  retired  clergy 
member  of  the  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

morning  worship  services. 

2.  Does  your  church  extend  an  al¬ 
tar  call  as  Sunday  services  close? 

Such  a  call  affords  an  opportunity 
for  hurting  people  to  kneel  at  a  hal¬ 
lowed  spot  and  pour  out  a  troubled 
heart  to  God.  A  “hymn  of  invita¬ 
tion”  encourages  the  hurting  as  well 
as  the  prospective  new  member  to 
go  forward. 

3.  Would  an  honest  appraisal  of 
your  church  uncover  no  more  than  a 
lukewarm  relationship  to  the  Lord? 

Jesus  came  down  hard  on  the  La¬ 
odicean  church  for  its  indifference. 
He  asserted,  “...I  will  spew  thee  out 
of  my  mouth”  (Revelation  3:16). 
The  members  of  a  warm  church  are 
warm  toward  one  another.  In  the 
church  I  now  attend,  early  in  the 
service,  the  congregation  stands  and 
each  worshiper  welcomes  those  who 


are  within  arm’s  length. 

Conversely,  in  another  church  of 
our  denomination  when  a  young  In¬ 
dian — barefoot  and  ensconced  in  a 
•blanket  on  a  frigid  November 
morning — chose  a  center-of-the- 
church  pew,  that  pew  otherwise  re¬ 
mained  empty.  Was  he  too  “weird” 
for  a  “respectable”  worshipper  to 
sit  beside  him?  It  seemed  so! 

4.  Does  the  pastor  remain  loyal  to 
the  word  when  delivering  his  or  her 
sermon? 

Or,  is  the  congregation  fed  a  so¬ 
cial  gospel  with  little  relevance  to  a 
spiritual  challenge  to  walk  the  way 
of  Christ?  And  how  often  is  there 
offered  a  word  of  commendation 
for  Bibles  brought  from  home  for 
the  worship  service?  Are  some 
abashed  perhaps  at  the  thought  of 
being  labeled  “Bible-toting  Chris¬ 
tians?” 

In  summation,  are  we  content 
with  our  church's  status  quo?  Or, 
are  we  concerned  to  the  extent  that 
we  determine  to  help  kindle  a  spiri¬ 
tual  fire  within  its  scope  of  influ¬ 
ence?  Think  on  these  things.  United 
Methodism’s  future  may  largely 
hinge  upon  it! 
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CORRECTION:  Based  on  a  report  from 
United  Methodist  News  Service,  the  Reporter 
incorrectly  said  in  its  May  21  editions  that  the 
church’s  Council  of  Bishops  took  no  action  on 
whether  the  1996  top  legislative  body  of  the 
church  should  be  moved  from  Denver  to  protest 
what  some  consider  “anti-gay”  Amendment  2 
passed  by  Colorado  voters  last  November.  In 
fact,  the  bishops  at  their  May  7  meeting  in  San 
Diego  overwhelmingly  supported  holding  the 
1 996  General  Conference  in  Denver.  The  news 
service  and  the  Reporter  regret  the  error. 

ANGOLANS  REJOICE:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  and  others  praised  President  Bill 
Clinton’s  recognition  last  week  of  the  Angolan 
government.  “The  Angolan  people,  United 
Methodists  in  particular,  rejoice  at  this  step 
long  due  taken  by  the  U.S.  administration,” 
said  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de  Carvalho  of  Luanda, 
in  the  church’s  Western  Angola  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  “We  believe  (it)  will  bring  peace,  stability 
and  development  to  our  victimized  country  and 
will  stabilize  to  some  extent  this  section  of  our 
troubled  continent.”  There  are  an  estimated 
120,000  United  Methodists  in  two  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  Angola. 

COMMITMENT  TO  PEACE:  Leaders 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S. A.,  including  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  San  Francisco,  re¬ 
cently  called  on  the  United  States  to  commit  a 
“significant  contingent”  to  a  United  Nations 
peace-keeping  force  in  Bosnia.  “We  can  no  longer 
stand  by  as  human  rights  are  violated  in  a  whole¬ 
sale  manner,  justice  is  flouted  and  peace  in  this 
part  of  the  world  hangs  in  the  balance,”  the  state¬ 
ment  said  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 

RELIEF  APPEAL:  One  United  Methodist 

church  is  dealing  with  the  loss  of  its  sanctuary 
and  another  is  shoveling  out  more  than  a  foot  of 
mud  and  water  in  the  aftermath  of  tornadoes 
and  floods  that  hit  Oklahoma  during  the  past 
month.  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  (Oklahoma 
Area)  issued  a  statewide  appeal  for  donations 
from  United  Methodists.  Officials  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Oklahoma  Annual  Conferences 
asked  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR)  for  $25,000  in  emergency  funds 
for  five  hard-hit  areas. 

HEALTH-CARE  CONCERNS:  They 
fanned  out  across  Capitol  Hill  to  take  a  simple 
message  to  members  of  Congress:  A  publicly  fi¬ 
nanced  health-care  system  is  the  best  way  to 
give  care  to  everyone.  United  Methodists  were 
among  the  representatives  of  more  than  70  reli¬ 
gious  groups  that  are  joined  in  the  Interreligious 
Health  Care  Access  Campaign.  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  San 
Mateo,  Calif.,  is  president  of  the  campaign. 


BACKS  ELDERS:  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  is  the  first  churchwide  United 
Methodist  body  to  endorse  President  Clinton’s 
nominee  for  U.S.  surgeon  general,  Joycelyn  El¬ 
ders.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Ro¬ 
berson,  executive  director 
of  the  denomination’s  black 
caucus,  is  encouraging 
United  Methodists  to  write 
their  congressional  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  support  of  the 
nominee.  Dr.  Elders,  a 
United  Methodist  laywom- 
an,  is  a  pediatrician  and  en-  loycelyn  Elders 
docrinologist  from  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  is 
director  of  the  Arkansas  Department  of  Health. 


TASK  FORCE  TO  MEET:  A  task  force 
assigned  to  propose  a  new  site  for  the  New 
York-based  United  Methodist  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board  will  meet  for  the  first  time  Aug.  9-10 
at  a  site  to  be  determined.  Bishop  William  W. 
Dew  Jr.  of  Portland,  Ore.,  will  convene  the  13- 
member  task  force  authorized  by  the  church’s 
1 992  legislative  General  Conference. 


Disaster  relief  motto:  'Be  prepared ' 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — They  sat  in  a  cir¬ 
cle,  repeatedly  echoing  their  mot¬ 
to,  “Be  prepared.” 

However,  this  was  not  a  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  of  the  local  Scout 
troop. 

These  were  pastors,  missionar¬ 
ies,  educators  and  business  exec¬ 
utives  pledging  to  do  their  “duty 
under  God”  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

This  three-day  meeting  was 
UMCOR’s  training  session  for 
new  and  experienced  people  who 
help  facilitate  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  following  disasters.  Near¬ 
ly  all  do  this  on  a  volunteer  basis. 

UMCOR’s  disaster  response 
network  consists  of  team  leaders 
and  specialists  in  communica¬ 
tions,  pastoral  care,  logistics, 
children  and  youth,  military  pro¬ 
cedures,  computer  networks  and 
volunteer  management. 

These  areas  have  been  identi¬ 
fied  by  UMCOR  as  “high-priori¬ 
ty  response  areas”  during  a 
disaster. 

Virginia  Miller,  a  16-year  UM¬ 
COR  response  veteran  from 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  said  the  con¬ 
cept  of  the  disaster  response  net¬ 
work  started  in  1989. 

Mostly  older  white  men 

That’s  when  a  handful  of  pas¬ 
tors  was  enlisted  as  special  non- 
paid  consultants  to  assist  in 
several  national  and  internation¬ 
al  crisis  situations. 


How  UMCOR  responds 

when  a  disaster  hits  home 


If  asked,  within  36  hours  a 
UMCOR  representative  goes  to  the 
disaster  site  to  assess  damage 
and  to  recommend  assistance. 
Annual  conference  leaders 
monitor  and  report 
specific  damages. 


3. 


Emergency  grants 
from  UMCOR  funds 
donated  by  United 
Methodists  are 
disbursed  to  the 
annual 
conference 
for  relief. 


4  •  In  a  catastrophic  disaster,  a  UMCOR 
First  Response  Team  is  mobilized 
into  a  disaster  area. 

The  team  includes  consultants 
in  pastoral  care, 
communications, 
children  &  youth, 
computer  oper¬ 
ations.  logistics 
and  other  volunteers.! 


Within  36  hours  of  the  disaster... 


REPORTER  ILLUSTRATION  BV  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


“At  first  the  network  was 
mostly  older  white  men,”  said 
Ms.  Miller,  a  deaconess  and  a 
full-time  member  of  the  UM¬ 
COR  staff. 

“Now  we’ve  included  more 
women,  more  ethnic  people  and 
some  bilingual  consultants.” 

Ms.  Miller  said  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  network  members  have 
done  a  super  job  in  designing  a 
plan  of  action  to  assist  the  church 
when  a  disaster  strikes. 

“Lloyd  Rollins  and  1  are  UM¬ 
COR  staff,  and  we’ve  learned  as 
much  from  the  consultants  as 
they  have  from  us.” 

Ms.  Miller  told  the  Reporter 
that  many  consultants  have  tak¬ 
en  the  initiative  to  compile  ex¬ 


tensive  research  following  major 
disasters  and  have  shared  the  in¬ 
formation  with  national  and  re¬ 
gional  church  leaders. 

As  an  example  of  preparedness, 
the  Rev.  Craig  Paterson  of  Vallejo, 
Calif.,  has  edited  a  specialized  di¬ 
saster  response  handbook  for 
church  leaders,  banking  on  his 
years  of  experience  as  the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  annual  conference  di¬ 
saster  response  coordinator. 

He  says  he  got  hooked  on  disas¬ 
ter  response  following  the  Marys¬ 
ville,  Calif.,  flood  of  1 986  and  the 
California  earthquake  of  1 989. 

Now  he  is  assisting  Fred  John¬ 
son  of  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  computer 
staff  in  implementing  a  new  infor¬ 


mation  service  to  update  national 
disaster  coordinators. 

Revised  response  manual 

At  their  Dallas  meeting  the 
consultants'  primary  focus  was  to 
revise  the  UMCOR  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  manual  and  to  evaluate 
their  work  over  the  past  year. 

Major  discussion  included  the 
church's  response  to  Hurricane 
Andrew  in  Florida  and  Louisiana. 

One  recommendation  from 
that  discussion  included  a  new 
system  to  deploy  volunteers-in- 
mission  teams — a  primary  com¬ 
ponent  of  relief  efforts — directly 
to  a  given  disaster  site. 

The  system  was  designed  by 
Beverly  Nolte  of  Des  Moines, 


Iowa,  the  Rev.  Larry  Acton  of 
Oklahoma  City  and  the  Rev. 
Guy  Ames  of  El  Reno,  Okla. 

As  a  part  of  that  system,  Ms. 
Miller  promised  the  consultants 
that  a  special  “800”  number  will 
soon  be  in  place  at  UMCOR's  New 
York  offices  to  help  volunteers  ac¬ 
quire  their  marching  orders. 

Other  areas  discussed  by  the 
UMCOR  disaster  response  con¬ 
sultants  during  their  recent  meet¬ 
ing  included  ways  to  communicate 
better  with  local  and  national 
United  Methodists  during  any  di¬ 
saster  response;  equipping  district 
and  conference  staff  with  special¬ 
ized  communications  equipment; 
and  increasing  the  pastoral  care 
for  children  and  youth. 


Can  We  Give  Ourselves  Up  To  God? 

From  the  air  she  seemed  fertile— 

Fertile  and  green  and  growing, 

And  abundant  with  life  and  water  and  flowing. 

And  flowing  and  winding, 

And  soothing  and  giving  and  pure  . . . 

And  I  thought  she  was  the  Mississippi — 

The  mighty  Mississippi: 

A  mighty  winding  river — 

A  strong  and  mighty  giver 
Of  life: 

Feeding  the  people. 

Feeding  her  poor  . . . 

But  all  below  was  death. 

And  skin  on  bones — 

And  flies  on  skin, 

And  flies  on  eyes, 

And  withered  walking  corpses, 

And  bloated  starving  children, 

And  faces  without  hope. 

And  eyes  of  blank  despair, 

Deep  in  this  heart  of  darkness — 

So  black  and  dead: 

This  lifeless  hell  of  Southern  Sudan  . . . 

And  I? 

I  live  in  a  basement: 

A  small  grey  casement. 

In  a  towering  city 
Of  steel  and  concrete, 

Of  silver  and  gold — 

Where  men  are  bought, 

And  souls  are  sold. 

And  I  have  clothes, 

And  I  have  food; 

And  I  have  shelter  from  the  cold  . . . 

And  so  I  ask: 

Can  I  give  myself  up  to  God? 

I  must. 

You  must. 

We  must — 

Raise  these  children  from  the  dust . . . 

—DAVID  MENDELSOHN 
Ontario,  Canada 


UMCOR  head  averts  violence 
as  Bosnia  housing  aid  readied 


UMCOR  is 
developing  a 
much-needed 
refugee  housing 
project  in  Zenica. 
Kenneth  Lutgen, 
UMCOR's  chief 
executive,  was 
caught  in  the 
fighting  on  a 
recent  trip  from 
Split,  Croatia 
to  Zenica. 


REPORTER  MAP  BY 
DEBRA  MCKMGHT 


From  staff  and  wire  reports 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen  re¬ 
cently  made  a  perilous  10-hour 
journey  from  Split,  Croatia,  to 
Zenica,  Bosnia,  in  a  food  convoy 
truck  driven  by  a  French  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid  representative. 

In  the  midst  of  that  journey,  Dr. 
Lutgen  got  a  bird’s  eye  view  of  the 
crisis  in  the  former  Yugoslavia. 

Dr.  Lutgen,  chief  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  was  in  Bosnia  May 
13-16  to  help  start  a  refugee 
housing  project  in  Zenica. 

With  a  $1  million  grant  from 
the  United  Nations  High  Com¬ 
mission  on  Refugees,  this  United 
Methodist  program  is  said  to  be 
the  only  Protestant  relief  minis¬ 
try  of  its  kind  in  Bosnia.  At  least 
$300,000  of  that  grant  has  been 
invested  in  the  program. 

Dr.  Lutgen  described  the  ever¬ 
present  danger  of  this  new  mis¬ 
sion  program. 

On  the  way  to  Bosnia,  the  food 
convoy  got  caught  in  what  he 
calls  “referendum  violence.” 

“The  place  just  exploded,’’ 
said  Dr.  Lutgen.  The  Croats  were 
shooting  over  into  the  Serbian 
lines  in  Sarajevo. 

“We  had  to  come  back  in  a 
United  Nations  escorted  convoy.” 

Despite  the  danger,  Dr.  Lutgen 
said  he  realized  that  without 
these  daily  relief  convoys — 
formed  mainly  by  British,  Aus¬ 
tralian,  French  and  other  volun¬ 
teers — 3.5  million  people  would 
be  without  food. 


Dr.  Lutgen  added  that  he  recog¬ 
nized  the  absolute  necessity  for  the 
international  religious  community 
to  become  involved  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia  conflict  in  a  compre¬ 
hensive  way.  He  reports  at  least 
35,000  refugees  in  Bosnia  alone. 

Although  on-site  coordinators 
Robert  and  Virginia  Babcock  of 
Indianapolis  will  not  arrive  until 
June,  Dr.  Lutgen  has  hired  a  lo¬ 
cal  contractor  to  begin  work  on 
an  office  building  now  holding 
700  refugees.  The  contractor  will 
install  a  portable  kitchen  and  add 
shower  and  toilet  facilities  on 
each  floor. 

Using  local  labor  and  materi¬ 
als,  UMCOR's  project  will  rehab 
both  public  facilities  being  used 
for  refugees  and  private  homes 
that  have  been  damaged  or  need 
to  be  expanded. 


In  the  meantime,  Oklahoma 
layman  Patrick  McPherson  is  in 
place  at  a  United  Methodist  sat¬ 
ellite  office  in  Split,  Croatia.  He 
will  handle  bank  accounts  and 
purchase  materials  needed  in 
Zenica. 

“We’ve  purchased  high 
powered  radios  that  Patrick  and 
the  Babcocks  will  each  have  so 
the  Babcocks  can  order  supplies 
on  the  radio,”  said  Dr.  Lutgen. 
“Plus,  it’s  impossible  to  get  news 
in  Zenica.  So  if  things  get  bad, 
Patrick  can  call  them  and  say, 
‘Get  out!’  ” 

Contributions  for  the  new 
project  may  be  made  through  the 
Advance  #333350-1. 

Linda  Bloom  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service  and  UMR  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  contributed  to  this  report. 


Urban  appeal  gets  treasury  OK 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO — A  churchwide  fi¬ 
nancial  appeal  to  help  heal  U.S.  cit¬ 
ies  has  received  the  final  go-ahead 
from  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  finance  agency. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  took  no 
formal  action  on  the  Bishops’  Ap¬ 
peal  for  Shalom  Ministries,  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  it  earlier  had  approved 
in  principle. 

The  special  offering  will  be  re¬ 


ceived  in  United  Methodist  local 
churches  Oct.  3 1 . 

The  church’s  Council  of  Bishops 
set  a  goal  of  $5  million  for  the  ap¬ 
peal  at  its  recent  meeting  in  south¬ 
ern  California,  a  year  after  the  first 
verdict  in  the  Rodney  King  civil 
rights  trial  and  the  ensuing  riots. 

Appeal  receipts  will  be  routed 
through  the  church’s  second-mile 
giving  program,  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church.  The  Com¬ 
munities  of  Shalom  Advance  num¬ 
ber  is  742566-0. 

The  finance  group  was  assured 


New  risk  carrier  sought 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO — A  special  meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  has  been  set  for  July  2  to  se¬ 
lect  a  new  carrier  for  the  agency’s 
local  church  insurance  program. 

Atlantic  Mutual,  the  insurance 
carrier  since  the  program’s  1973  in¬ 


ception,  announced  earlier  this  year 
that  it  will  cease  underwriting  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  policies. 

Diane  Pinney,  risk  manager,  said 
several  companies  have  shown 
strong  interest  in  bidding  on  the 
program. 

The  program  insures  local 
churches  against  fire  and  casualty 
loss,  liability  and  other  risks. 


that  none  of  the  offering  will  go  for 
administrative  overhead  and  that 
funds  for  education  and  promotion 
resources,  a  proposed  National  Sha¬ 
lom  Convocation,  and  staff  travel 
will  come  from  other  sources,  in¬ 
cluding  budgets  of  some  church¬ 
wide  agencies. 

The  committee  also  was  told  that: 

■  The  special  offering  is  to  be  a 
one-time  appeal,  not  an  annual 
event; 

■  Shalom  Ministries  efforts  will 
begin  in  Los  Angeles  and  subse¬ 
quently  extend  to  other  U.S.  cities; 

■  Nine  project  proposals  totaling 
more  than  $20  million  have  been 
submitted  by  district  committees  in 
the  Los  Angeles  area,  but  the  Na¬ 
tional  Shalom  Committee  has  not 
acted  on  any  request. 

In  other  business,  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  executive  committee  adopt¬ 
ed  an  executive  salary  scale  for 
churchwide  agencies.  The  scale 
ranges  from  $42,501  to  $85,932. 


Cuban  bishop 
favors  dialogue 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Methodist 
bishop  of  Cuba  has  called  for  direct 
dialogue  between  Fidel  Castro  and 
U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton  as  the 
best  way  to  end  hostilities  between 
Cuba  and  the  United  States. 

Speaking  recently  to  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff.  Bishop  Joel  Ajo  de¬ 
clared  that  trying  to  overthrow  Cas¬ 
tro  or  promote  an  opposition 
movement  that  would  guarantee  vi¬ 
olence  is  not  the  best  solution  for 
the  suffering  Cuban  people. 

Along  with  10  other  Cuban  Prot¬ 
estant  leaders — representing  Pente- 
costals,  Baptists,  Episcopalians. 
Presbyterians  and  the  Cuban  Ecu¬ 
menical  Council — Bishop  Ajo  is 
visiting  the  United  States  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  reconciliation.  The  group’s 
visit  is  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  and  Pastors  for  Peace. 

The  Protestant  delegation  is  hop¬ 
ing  to  rally  U.S.  churches  to  push 
for  Clinton-Castro  talks. 


CLASSIFIED 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  1 200-member  church,  will  assume  re¬ 
sponsibilities  immediately,  must  have  degree 
and  should  be  experienced.  Responsible  for  edu- 

ALLEN  MODEL  TC-35  2  MANUAL  ORGAN. 
Good  condition.  S3. 500.  Contact:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  127,  Jasper,  TX 
7595 1 .  (409)  384-5735. 

cation — all  age  levels,  emphasis  on  adult  and 
children  ministries.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  Marshall  McQueen,  First  UMC, 
P.O  Box  925,  Katy,  TX  77492-0925. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  in  1600-member  church.  Excellent  facili¬ 
ties.  including  gym.  Need  experience  in  medium 
to  large  church:  ability  to  direct  youth  choir  de¬ 
sired  but  not  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  with  references  to:  Sr.  Pastor.  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church,  10010  Anderson  Mill 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  Si 65.  week, 
S525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Wayncsville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME 
CE/program  staff  person  Growing  church  in 
Austin.  Texas  in  quality  public  school  district. 
Salary  according  to  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Resumes:  Westlake  UMC.  1460  Red  Bud 
Trail,  Austin.  TX  78746. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR:  Pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  for  all  CE  programming  for 
growing  suburban  church  on  SW  edge  of  Austin. 
Average  attendance  is  275  in  SS;  worship,  475. 
Available  July  1.  Resume:  Rev.  Kim  Cape,  P.O. 
Box  460,  Manchaca,  TX  78652. 

CONSTRUCTION  CAMP-  LEARN  Building 
skills  suitable  for  mission  work.  June  27-July  2. 
Basic  hands  on  skills.  Liberation  Theology. 
Beautiful  Washington  coast.  All  meals,  lodging, 
and  materials.  For  men  and  women  over  17 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Full-time 
position,  church  -  1600.  Experience  required. 
Planning,  coordinating,  relational  skills  neces¬ 
sary.  Certified  person  preferred.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Resumes:  Jon  Jones,  East  Heights  UMC, 
4407  East  Douglas.  Wichita,  KS  672 1 8. 

Center/U.M.  Camp,  P.O.  Box  C,  Ocean  Park, 
WA  98640.  (206)665-4367. 

ASSISTANT  PASTOR  PART-TIME.  Primary 
duty  is  visitation.  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church.  Call  1-800-329-9214.  Job  description 

COORDINATING  DIRECTOR  OF  Christian 
Education  and  Programming.  1200-member  ur¬ 
ban  church  seeks  full-time  professional  responsi¬ 
ble  for  development  and  administration  of 
Christian  education  and  other  programs  for  chil¬ 
dren.  youth,  young  adults,  and  families.  Must 
have  bachelor  s  degree,  further  training  in  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  or  Christian  education,  and  verifi¬ 
able  experience  in  at  least  two  of  the  four 
ministries  listed  above.  Contact:  Church  Admin¬ 
istrator,  Court  Street  UMC.  215  N.  Court  St., 
Rockford.  IL  6 1 1 03.  (8 1 5)  962-606 1 . 

Jacksonville,  FL  32239. 

PASTOR/DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
2250-member  church.  Active  confirmation/youth 
program.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Kent  Millard,  First 
UMC,  401  S.  Spring  Ave..  Sioux  Falls.  SD  57104. 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR.  A  rare  opportunity  to 
work  with  a  talented  music  ministry  at  Hamilton 
Park  United  Methodist  Church.  Please  send  in¬ 
quiries  and  resumes  to:  Hamilton  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  11881  Schroeder  Road,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75243  do  Mrs.  Lynda  Mayberry. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

WOMAN  NAMED  DEAN:  Rosemary 

Skinner  Keller,  professor  of  religion  and  Ameri¬ 
can  culture  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill,  has  been  named  aca¬ 
demic  dean  of  the  United  Methodist-related 
school.  Dr.  Keller,  58,  the  first  woman  to  serve 
as  dean  at  the  school,  will  also  carry  the  title 
vice  president  for  academic  affairs.  She  suc¬ 
ceeds  the  Rev.  Richard  Tholin,  who  will  retire 
June  30. 

DECADES  OF  SERVICE  :  A  woman 
who  joined  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions 
New  York  during  World 
War  II  officially  retired  re¬ 
cently  after  nearly  49  years 
of  service.  Ottilie  De  Si¬ 
mone,  who  started  as  a  typ¬ 
ist  in  September  1944  for 
$80  a  month,  had  the  long¬ 
est  tenure  of  any  current 
churchwide  agency  staff 
person,  according  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board 

SECOND  DEFEAT:  For  the  second  time  in 
a  year,  an  effort  to  unite  two  United  Methodist 
regional  annual  conferences  lost  May  22.  The 
Central  Illinois  conference  in  a  joint  session  with 
the  Southern  Illinois  conference  defeated  the  pro¬ 
posal  557-430.  Southern  Illinois  approved  it  291- 
153.  Approval  by  both  conferences  was  required 
for  implementation.  A  merger  plan  in  1992  also 
failed  in  Central  on  a  tie  vote,  556-556.  Southern 
had  passed  it  by  a  2  to  1  margin.  Bishop  David 
Lawson  presides  over  both  conferences  in  the 
church’s  Springfield  (HI.)  Area. 

6,000  MEN  EXPECTED:  More  than 
6,000  men  from  around  the  world  are  expected 
to  attend  the  sixth  quadrennial  International 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men,  July  16-18 
on  the  campus  of  Purdue  University  in  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.  The  congress  will  combine  Bible 
study,  worship,  skills  workshops  on  issues  such 
as  evangelism  and  outreach  to  youth  and  sports, 
and  other  recreational  events. 


HOME  AGAIN:  For  the  first  time  in  many 
years,  United  Methodists  in  Riga,  Latvia,  wor¬ 
shiped  recently  in  their  own  church  building. 
About  50  worshipers  heard  a  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  Milda  Vainovska.  Since  1947,  when  Meth¬ 
odist  work  was  forbidden,  the  building  has  been 
used  by  Lutheran  and  Reformed  congregations. 
In  April  it  was  returned  to  the  reorganized  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  which  has  200  members 
in  three  congregations. 


Artifacts  illustrate  Gospel  teachings 


Artifacts  from  the  times  of 
Abraham  and  Jesus  are  part  of  a 
new  exhibit  of  antiquities  from 
the  Holy  Land  unveiled  recently 
in  the  World  Methodist  Museum 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

The  pieces  were  purchased 
from  archaeologists  and  antiqui¬ 
ty  dealers  in  Jerusalem. 

An  oxidized  “looking  glass” 
that  once  reflected  the  face  of  a 
Roman  patrician  from  Jericho 
reminds  the  viewer  of  Paul’s 
word  that  now  “we  see  in  a  mir¬ 
ror  dimly.”  The  metal  surface 
suffers  from  being  in  the  ground 
for  2,000  years. 

Two  narrow-necked  vases 
known  as  “tear  bottles”  came 
from  Roman  tombs  in  the  Holy 
Land.  They  once  contained  the 
tears  of  bereaved  friends.  The  bot¬ 
tles  were  buried  with  the  deceased. 

Fourteen  coins  of  the  kind  in 
use  when  Jesus  lived  in  Palestine 
mark  events  in  biblical  history. 
Among  them: 

■  A  silver  coin  of  Augustus 
Caesar,  under  whose  decree 
Joseph  and  Mary  traveled  to 
Bethlehem  to  be  taxed; 

■  Coins  struck  under  Herod 
the  Great,  who  feared  the  star  in 
the  East  and  asked  the  wise  men 
to  go  to  Bethlehem  and  report 
back  to  him; 

■  A  coin  like  one  of  the  “30 
pieces  of  silver”  with  which  Jesus 
was  betrayed; 

■  Small  “widow’s  mite”  coins 
such  as  the  poor  woman  put  in 
the  temple  treasury. 

A  small  alabaster  vessel  from 
David’s  City  may  have  been  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  jar  of  costly  ointment 
which  the  woman  opened  at  Si¬ 
mon’s  house  in  Bethany,  pouring 
its  costly  content  on  Jesus’  head. 

Many  of  these  artifacts,  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  Bible,  illustrate 
Jesus’  teachings  recorded  in  Mat¬ 
thew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John. 

The  acquisitions  from  the  Holy 
Land  and  the  special  museum  case 
designed  for  displaying  them  were 
made  possible  through  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  Friends  of  the  World 
Methodist  Museum. 


Top,  a  pottery  jar  found  on  the  Mount  of  Olives  con¬ 
tained  Jewish  and  Roman  coins.  Bottom,  a  storage  jar 
from  Hebron,  a  cooking  pot  used  in  Jesus'  day,  a  Ro¬ 
man  "looking  glass"  from  Jericho,  and  a  small  ala¬ 
baster  jar  from  David's  City  are  also  among  artifacts 
on  display  at  the  World  Methodist  Council. 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL 

Holy  Land  Exhibit  in  the  World  Methodist  Council  Museum  at  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska,  N.C.,  contains  40  artifacts  from  biblical  times.  Many  of  the  pieces 
could  have  been  in  use  when  Jesus  lived  in  Palestine.  Archaeological 
pieces  for  the  exhibit  were  purchased  from  archaeologists  and  antiquity 
dealers  in  Jerusalem  with  funds  donated  by  friends  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council. 


A  Slice  of  the  Christian  Year:  1992-93  . 

Season  after  the  Day  of 

Pentecost 


/’Christmas" 


Dec.  24 
through  Jan.  6 


The  Christian  year  consists  of  a  cycle  of  seasons  by  which  Christians  are 
reminded  of  the  stories  and  teachings  of  the  Christian  faith.  Each  season  tias 
a  suggested  color,  usually  displayed  on  the  liturgical  cloths  used  on  a  church's 
altar  and  pulpit.  The  dates  shown  are  for  1992  through  1993  and  are  taken 
from  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship. 

Season  after  the  day  of  Pentecost:  a  period  of  growth  in  Christ 
Colors:  Green 

Special  days:  June  6-Trinity  Sunday;  Nov.  1-All  Saints  Day; 

Nov.  21-Christ  the  King  Sunday  illustration  by  debra  mckni6ht 
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YOUR  MBA  FROM 

TEMPLETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


The  Templeton  MBA  program,  a  17-month  program  led  by  an  inter¬ 
nationally-recognized  faculty,  is  designed  for  ministry  professionals 
including  clerical,  religious  and  laity,  and  offers  courses  in: 


•Theology  of  Management 

•  Principles  of  Management 

•  Marketing 

•  Finance  for  Not-for-Profits 


•  Business  Ethics 

•  Corporate  Culture 
•Strategic  Management 
•Total  Quality  Management 


The  multinational  composition  of  the  class  promises  students  access  to 
diverse  ideas  and  an  exciting  learning  experience. 


The  17-month  program  consists  of  four  one-week  intensive  study 
sessions  with  extramural  directed  readings  and  a  management  project. 
The  study  sessions  conducted  in  Nassau,  Bahamas  are  held  each  May 
and  November. 

Admission  requirements  are  a  bachelor’s  degree  and  five  years  in 
the  ministry  or  equivalent.  Application  deadline  is  August  30th. 


Students  will  be  accommodated  in  an  international  hotel  in  Nassau. 
For  a  prospectus  and  application  form  write: 


TEMPLETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
P.O.  Box  N3732 
Nassau,  The  Bahamas 

Or  dial  toll-free:  1-800-847-8921 


Church  year 
enters  time 
of  growth 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  six  months  of  the  Christian 
Year  that  follow  the  Day  of  Pentecost 
(May  30  this  year)  are  known  by  sev¬ 
eral  names:  the  Season  After  Pente¬ 
cost,  Ordinary  Time  or  Kingdomtide. 

Ordinary  Time  refers  to  a  period 
of  growth  in  Christ  which  is  sym¬ 
bolized  by  the  color  green. 

According  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Book  of  Worship,  the  name 
Kingdomtide  was  first  used  in  1937 
in  a  book  sponsored  by  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches — forerunner 
to  today’s  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. — 
which  urged  congregations  to  em¬ 
phasize  Jesus’  teachings  concerning 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Scripture  readings  suggested  for 
this  season  continue  to  cover  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  and  center  on  the 
kingdom  and  reign  of  God. 

Although  the  basic  color  for  the 
season  is  green,  many  other  colors 
and  symbols  may  be  added  to  para- 
ments,  stoles  and  banners  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  message  of  the  Scripture. 

Special  days  during  this  season 
are  Trinity  Sunday,  June  6,  which 
celebrates  the  Trinity  (one  God  in 
three  persons);  All  Saints  Day,  Nov. 
1,  a  day  of  remembrance  for  the 
saints  (meaning  all  Christian  people 
of  every  time  and  place);  and  the 
Reign  of  Christ/Christ  the  King 
Sunday,  Nov.  21,  which  celebrates 
the  coming  reign  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  completion  of  creation. 

White,  the  color  of  celebration,  is 
suggested  for  sanctuary  decor  for  all 
three  of  these  special  days. 

A  service  for  Thanksgiving  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Worship  Book.  Also 
included  is  a  Native  American  Ser¬ 
vice  of  Thanksgiving  which  is  an 
outdoor  service  adapted  from  the 
Shawnee  Nation  United  Remnant 
Band  Green  Com  Ceremony. 

The  final  Sunday  of  the  Christian 
Year  is  Christ  the  King  Sunday.  The 
following  Sunday  (Nov.  28  this  year) 
is  the  first  Sunday  of  Advent,  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  next  Christian  Year. 


INSTEAD  OF  ONE  MORE  TYPICAL  ANNUAL 
BUDGET  CAMPAIGN,  GIVE  YOUR  CHURCH  A 
FRESH  LOOK  AT  THE  REAL  REASONS  FOR  GIVING 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
To  learn  mote  about  how  Discover  the 
Jay  turns  annual  budget  campaigns 
into  solid  stewardship  education, 
simply  call: 


Introducing  Discoverthejoy,  the  new 
self-led  stewardship  education  program 
that  reawakens  Christians  to  the  joy  of 
giving. 

PROGRAM  FEATURES  AND  BENEFITS 
»■  A  creative  direct-mail  campaign 
>•-  Stewardship  teaching  videos 
Practical  Bible  studies  for 
all  ages 

>*■  A  thoiijffit-provoking  sermon 

series 

Minimal  organization 
>•  Detailed  follow-up 
r*  Free  telephone  consultation 


Well  send  you  a  free  information 
booklet  and  detailed  instructions  on 
how  to  order 

This  year  do  something  different. 
Rediscover  the  privilege  of  Christian 
giving,  and  begin  again  to  discover 
the  joy. 


Copyright  £■  1992  Resource  Service*.  Inc.,  12770  Merit  Drive,  Suite  900,  Dallas,  TX  75251 
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Andrew  cleanup  tutors  UM  college  kids 


BREVARD  COLLEGE  PHOTO  BV  BRAD  KIMZEY 


HOMESTEAD,  Fla. — Twisted  mountains  of  debris  awaited  the  stu¬ 
dents  from  Brevard  College  who  went  to  Florida  on  their  fall  break 
to  help  with  clean  up  after  Hurricane  Andrew.  Thirteen  students 
and  two  staff  leaders  spent  four  days  helping  in  Homestead,  Fla. 


By  BRAD  KIMZEY 

It’s  not  over  yet.  Not  by  a  long 
shot. 

Recovery  from  the  ravages  of 
Hurricane  Andrew  in  south  Florida 
will  take  years,  decades,  lifetimes. 

Students  in  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  colleges  are  part  of  that  recov¬ 
ery  effort.  One  such  group  includes 
1 3  students  and  two  staff  members 
from  Brevard  College,  a  two-year 
college  in  Brevard,  N.C. 

The  students,  who  were  on  fall 
break,  were  headed  for  emotional 
and  physical  hardships  in  Florida, 
and  they  knew  it.  But  no  one  was 
prepared  for  what  they  found  in 
Homestead,  one  of  the  hardest  hit 
areas. 

Work  team  coordinators  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  had  di¬ 
rected  the  Brevard  group  to  the 
Manfred  Retreat  Center,  a  multi- 
denominational  retreat  center  just 
outside  of  Homestead. 

The  team  arrived  to  find  the 
main  building  standing  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  a  large  one-room  block  building 
with  screen  walls  that  would  serve 
as  a  dining  hall,  bunk  house,  living 
quarters,  meeting  room  and  even 
game  room  for  the  next  four  days. 

Center  wiped  out 

The  center,  located  in  what  used 
to  be  a  large  track  of  virgin  pine  for¬ 
est,  had  been  wiped  out  by  the 
storm. 

The  students  were  as  diverse  as 
any  group  could  be.  Among  the 
eight  males  and  five  females  were 
two  blacks,  a  Hispanic,  four  Japa¬ 
nese  students  and  a  student  of  Fili¬ 
pino  descent. 

The  students  initially  questioned 
the  work  assignment  to  a  retreat 
center. 

“We  should  be  helping  some  of 
these  people  whose  houses  and 
neighborhood  were  destroyed,”  said 
Jerrell  Reiling,  a  freshman  from 
Jacksonville,  N.C.,  “instead  of  re¬ 
building  a  center  that  people  pay 
money  to  come  and  visit.” 

His  sentiment  was  echoed  by  oth¬ 
ers. 

The  staff  explained  to  them  that 
the  team’s  purpose  was  to  be  of  help 
to  the  most  needful  project  that 


Sociologist  says  consumerism 
conflicts  with  Christ  and  church 


By  GORDON  LEGGE 

Religious  News  Service 

With  fascism  and  communism  in 
decline  around  the  world,  demo¬ 
cratic  capitalism  is  having  its  day,  a 
trend  that’s  bad  news  according  to  a 
balding,  bespectacled  university 
professor  from  Eastern  College  in 
Philadelphia. 

Why  bad  news?  Well,  explains 
Tony  Campolo,  the  professor,  be¬ 
cause  people  feel  compelled  to  buy 
stuff  they  don’t  need,  and  in  large 
quantities  at  that. 

Then,  in  a  statement  that  reveals 
Mr.  Campolo’s  other  hat,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  evangelist,  he  said,  “Consumer 
society  does  not  believe  it  needs 
God  or  the  church.” 

Mr.  Campolo  is  a  sociologist  who 
directs  the  urban  studies  program  at 
his  school  and  the  author  of  14 


books. 

He  is  also  a  man  who  combines 
the  winning  ways  of  a  Leo  Buscaglia 
and  the  comic  presence  of  Don 
Rickies  to  deliver  his  message  about 
justice. 

From  Seeger  to  Kierkegaard 

He  quotes  everyone  from  folk 
singer  Pete  Seeger  to  theologian 
Soren  Kierkegaard  while  heading 
up  a  foundation  that  works  with  the 
poor  in  the  slums  of  Philadelphia 
and  Haiti. 

He  talks  about  the  poor,  about 
homosexuality,  about  the  environ¬ 
ment,  about  attitudes  towards 
women  and  the  lack  of  passion  in 
Christian  churches.  Whatever  the 
topic,  Mr.  Campolo  is  likely  to  be 
“politically  correct.” 

And  funny.  He’s  the  kind  of  guy 
who  climbs  onto  a  crowded  elevator 


in  the  Empire  State  Building  in 
New  York,  turns  around  and  smiles 
at  his  companions.  “Lighten  up,” 
he’s  been  heard  to  say.  “We’re  go¬ 
ing  to  be  traveling  together  for  a 
while.  Whadaya  say  we  sing?” 

Should  his  energy  flag,  he  pumps 
himself  up,  he  says,  by  reminding 
himself  before  each  public  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  pain  and  hurt  of  people 
on  the  margins  of  society,  hoping  he 
can  transfer  a  sense  of  what  their 
life  is  like  to  his  audience. 

Mr.  Campolo,  58,  confines  his 
teaching  to  one  day  a  week  and 
spends  much  of  the  rest  of  the  time 
on  the  road,  tallying  up  400  speak¬ 
ing  engagements  a  year  and  donat¬ 
ing  income  beyond  expenses  to  his 
foundation,  Evangelical  Association 
for  the  Promotion  of  Education. 

His  appearances  often  include  his 
own  version  of  an  “altar  call” — that 
practice  common  in  conservative 
Christian  worship  when  a  minister 
invites  worshipers  to  come  forward 
to  “accept  Jesus  and  be  saved.” 

Mr.  Campolo’s  style  is  different. 
He  invites  young  people  to  come 
forward  and  volunteer  to  work  in 
one  of  his  projects.  They  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  pay  their  own  transportation; 
he  provides  room  and  board  after 
they  arrive. 

Work  to  buy 

In  Calgary,  Mr.  Campolo  gave  a 
workshop  for  about  200  pastors  on 
“Issues  Facing  Church  Ministry  in 
the  1990s  and  Beyond”  and  a  talk 
to  about  1,500  people  on  “Chris¬ 
tianity  at  the  End  of  History.” 

At  the  workshop  he  challenged 
the  “awesome  absurdity”  of  an  eco- 
nomic  system  in  which  people 
“work  and  work  and  work  to  buy 
things  because  the  ads  convince  us 
that  what  we  don’t  need  is  more  im¬ 
portant  than  what  is  essential  about 
human  existence. 

“What  are  the  consequences?  Con¬ 
sumerism,  whether  it’s  disguised  as 
democratic  capitalism  or  prosperity 
theology,  destroys  both  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  the  individual.” 

It  also  eats  away  at  spirituality,  he 
said. 
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Tony  Campolo  tells  an  audience  that  "You  can't  live  your  life  for 
real  by  accumulating  things  you  don't  need  without  dying  inside 
emotionally,  psychologically  and  spiritually." 


they  had  the  skills  to  help  with. 

As  none  of  the  team  members 
had  building  skills,  this  meant  that 
they  could  best  be  used  for  clean  up 
and  salvage. 

In  addition,  much  of  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  homes  was  tied  up  in 
governmental  red  tape. 

Advice  hard  to  hear 

This  was  hard  for  the  students  to 
hear,  however.  They  were  contin¬ 
ually  astounded  by  the  devastation 
around  them. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  influ¬ 
ences  on  the  group’s  attitude  was 
the  attitude  of  the  people  they  met 
in  South  Florida  who  exhibited  an 
overwhelming  sense  of  hope  and 
community,  dulled  only  slightly  by 
the  hardship  of  continuing  to  live, 
day  to  day,  with  what  Andrew  left 
them. 

Hurricane  Andrew  brought  out 
the  best  in  many  people,  but  it  also 
brought  out  the  worst  in  others. 
Team  members  were  amazed  at  the 
spray-painted  signs  warning  looters, 
“You  loot,  we  shoot,”  or  “Looters 
Welcome.  Free  Hot  Lead  Here.” 

Gunshots  at  night 

During  the  nights  spent  in  the 
open-sided  center,  with  only  screen 
walls  between  the  students  sleeping 
on  cots  and  the  silhouetted  stumps 
of  the  mangled  forest  outside,  gun¬ 
shots  could  often  be  heard  popping 
in  the  distance.  Helicopters  that 
took  to  the  sky  after  the  mandatory 
10  p.m.  curfew  raked  the  ground 
with  beams  of  light. 

By  the  time  the  group  was  ready 
to  return  to  North  Carolina,  their 
lives  were  changed.  Even  the  most 
pessimistic  admitted  the  work  at 
the  retreat  center  was  necessary  and 
they  felt  good  about  having  been 
able  to  help. 

They  learned  to  be  thankful  and 
to  appreciate  “normal”  day  to  day 
life.  They  had  seen  the  human  spirit 
in  action,  standing  up  one  more 
time  than  it  is  knocked  down.  And 
they  felt  that  spirit  move  in  them¬ 
selves. 

Mr.  Kimzey  is  one  of  the  staff 
members  who  took  the  student 
work  team  to  Florida. 


Students 
promoting 
UM  fund 

By  HEATHER  PECK 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— Joy  A. 
McCoy,  24,  will  be  the  first  of 
10  children  in  her  family  to 
graduate  from  college,  thanks  to 
the  Black  College  Fund,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  a  recent  interview,  Ms. 
McCoy,  a  student  at  Paine  Col¬ 
lege,  Augusta,  Ga.,  said  the 
fund  not  only  allows  black  stu¬ 
dents  to  enter  college,  but  also 
gives  them  a  chance  to  serve 
their  communities. 

Many  students  will  become 
doctors,  social  workers,  minis¬ 
ters  and  journalists. 

Ms.  McCoy  plans  to  work  as 
a  missionary  outside  the  United 
States  after  she  graduates  from 
Paine,  one  of  the  1 1  historically 
black  colleges  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Along  with  five  other  students, 
she  will  travel  across  the  country 
this  summer  promoting  the 
Black  College  Fund  as  a  Lina  H. 
McCord  Summer  Intern. 

Directed  by  Shirley  A.R. 
Lewis,  the  fund’s  executive,  the 
students — all  United  Methodist 
laypersons — will  address  annu¬ 
al  conference  sessions,  youth 
rallies,  local  churches,  and 
United  Methodist  women’s  and 
men’s  groups  on  the  merits  of 
the  fund. 

In  its  21st  year,  the  intern¬ 
ship  program  was  developed  to 
raise  churchwide  awareness  of 
the  fund  and  the  unique  role  of 
the  denomination’s  historically 
black  colleges. 

The  daughter  of  a  pastor,  Ms. 
McCoy  noted  that  she,  along 
with  many  other  students  at¬ 
tending  United  Methodist  black 
colleges  could  not  have  afford¬ 
ed  to  attend  college  without  the 
Black  College  Fund. 


Time  tracking  shuttle 
builds  family  legacy 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

I  got  up  at  6  a.m.,  stumbled 
around  making  coffee  and  punched 
buttons  on  the  TV  remote  control 
until  I  found  the  right  station. 

It  was  showing  NASA’s  Houston 
flight  control  center,  where  experts 
were  waiting  for  the  Discovery 
shuttle  to  come  back  into  voice  con¬ 
tact  during  its  final  orbit. 

Then  I  woke  up  my  young  grand¬ 
son — no  small  task — in  time  for 
him  to  hear  the  Discovery  crew  tell 
Houston  that  they  were  firing  the 
retro-rockets  to  slow  down  the  shut¬ 
tle  and  begin  its  descent  through  the 
atmosphere  for  landing  at  Cape  Ca¬ 
naveral. 

From  Australia  to  Florida 

At  the  time  they  were  over  the 
Southern  Ocean,  near  Antarctica 
between  Madagascar  and  Western 
Australia.  Houston  said  Discovery 
was  due  to  land  in  Florida  at  7:37 
a.m. 

We  were  in  a  guest  room  at  Pat¬ 
rick  Air  Force  Base,  alongside  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  a  few  miles  south  of 
the  landing  spot. 

We  threw  on  some  clothes  and 
drove  up  the  coast,  listening  to  the 
progress  of  the  descent  all  the  way 
there  on  a  local  radio  station. 

Near  the  Kennedy  Space  Center 
we  parked  on  a  good  spot  overlook¬ 
ing  the  Banana  River,  joining  scores 
of  other  early  morning  shuttle 
watchers. 

Around  7:35  a.m.  someone  called 
out,  “There  it  is!”  Sure  enough,  we 
could  see  the  shuttle  overhead. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  a  wide  lazy 


Moment 
of  Inspiration 

Around  7:35  a.m. 
someone  called  out, 

" There  it  is!"  Sure 
enough,  we  could  see 
the  shuttle  overhead. 


turn  to  align  itself  for  its  powerless, 
silent  glide  to  the  runway. 

We  watched  it  drop  sharply  but 
smoothly  toward  the  ground,  level 
out  and  disappear  in  the  horizon 
over  the  towering  Vehicle  Assembly 
Building. 

The  car  radio  announced,  “We 
have  touchdown  at  7:37  and  1 5  sec¬ 
onds. 

Later  we  drove  out  past  the 
launch  pad  where  the  Columbia  was 
being  prepared  for  the  launch  of  a 
German  science  team. 

How  was  he  taking  it? 

We  didn’t  know  that  day  how  the 
grandson  was  taking  all  this.  But 
last  week  his  teacher  asked  his  class 
to  write  about  their  grandfathers. 

He  wrote  a  single  sentence:  “My 
grandpa  teaches  me  about  the 
world.” 

I’m  satisfied  with  leaving  a  legacy 
like  that. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  is  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  the  United  Protestant  Ap¬ 
peal  in  Miami.  He  formerly  served 
as  general  secretary  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society. 


Hymn's  music  told  its 
author  words  for  lyrics 


Like  the  murmur  of  the  dove’s  song. 
Like  the  challenge  of  her  flight. 

Like  the  vigor  of  the  wind's  rush, 
Like  the  new  flame’s  eager  might: 
Come,  Holy  Spirit,  come.  * 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Carl  Daw,  a  young  Episcopal 
minister,  wrote  the  hymn  in  1982, 
while  he  was  assistant  rector  at 
Christ  and  Grace  Church,  Peters¬ 
burg,  Virginia. 

A  member  of  the  text  committee 
for  the  new  Episcopal  hymnal,  he 
proved  most  helpful  in  revising  the 
language  of  some  texts  that  present¬ 
ed  problems  for  the  committee. 

He  encountered  a  new  tune 
named  “Bridegroom,”  composed 
by  Peter  Cutts.  Mr.  Daw  played  it 
over  and  over  on  the  piano,  listen¬ 
ing  to  what  the  music  said. 

Suddenly,  the  final  phrase  of  the 
tune  said  to  him,  “Come,  Holy 
Spirit,  come.”  With  that  closing  es¬ 
tablished,  the  rest  of  the  stanzas  fell 
into  place  quickly. 

The  hymn,  so  appropriate  for 
Pentecost,  involves  biblical  and  tra¬ 
ditional  images — fire,  dove  and 
wind — associated  with  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Stanza  two  points  to  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit  “to  the  members  of 
Christ’s  body  ...  to  the  church  in 
faith  assembled.” 

Stanza  three  reminds  us  of  the 
Spirit’s  “healing  of  division,”  the 


History 
of  Hymns 

Suddenly,  the  final 
phrase  of  the  tune  said 
to  him,  "Come,  Holy 
Spirit,  come." 


“ceaseless  voice  of  prayer,”  and  the 
“power  of  love  and  witness.” 

A  native  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
Mr.  Daw  did  undergraduate  work  at 
Rice  University.  An  English  major, 
he  completed  his  M.A.  and  Ph  D.  at 
the  University  of  Virginia  in  1970. 

For  eight  years,  he  taught  in  the 
English  department  at  William  and 
Mary  College. 

In  1978,  Mr.  Daw  began  his  study 
for  the  ministry  at  the  University  of 
the  South,  Sewanee,  Tennessee. 

Following  his  work  at  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  he  accepted  the  position 
of  Vicar-Chaplain  of  St.  Mark’s 
Chapel,  Storrs,  Conn.  There  he 
ministers  to  the  parish  congregation 
and  to  the  students  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Connecticut. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Holy,  Holy,  Holy" 

/*° 1982  Hope  Publishing  Co.,  Carol  Stream, 
III.  60188.  Used  by  permission.] 


'Will  prayer  help  my 
husband  find  a  job?' 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  writing  about  my  husband 
who  has  been  out  of  work  for  al¬ 
most  eight  months.  The  pastor  has 
suggested  we  pray  together  about  it, 
but  Don  says  that  prayer  won’t 
help,  and  he  doesn’t  want  me  to  nag 
him  anymore.  What  do  you  think? 

Would  prayer  really  help?  Can 
God  really  find  him  a  job? 

Aggie 

Dear  Aggie: 

You  both  must  be  under  a  lot  of 
stress  and  strain  after  eight  months. 
1  hope  it  will  end  soon  for  you  both. 
Sad  to  say,  the  reality  is  that  many 
people  are  subject  to  social  issues  be¬ 
yond  their  control,  like  unemploy¬ 
ment. 

Two  kinds  of  help  are  needed:  for 
the  emotional  distress  and  for  the 
problem  situation.  I  believe  prayer 
can  provide  some  of  both,  while  also 
drawing  us  closer  to  God. 

One  kind  of  help  that  prayer  gives 
is  a  sense  of  emotional  balance  and 
control. 

Trust  in  God  helps  one  face  any 
kind  of  challenge  with  less  stress  and 
an  inner  sense  of  equanimity.  When 
a  person  is  less  tense  and  desperate  I 
think  that  makes  the  time  while 


Dear 

Deborah 

searching  less  stressful. 

At  the  same  time,  the  practical 
need  is  to  find  a  source  of  income. 

Many  people  say  that  prayer,  by 
calming  their  emotions,  also  clears 
their  mind  and  makes  it  possible  to 
be  open  to  new  ideas  and  sugges¬ 
tions  to  find  a  creative  solution  to 
the  problem. 

A  relaxed,  confident  applicant  has 
an  increased  chance  of  getting  a  job, 
too. 

I  hope  you  will  pray  even  if  your 
husband  won't  join  you.  Maybe  he 
will  when  he  sees  you  feeling  more 
calm  and  hopeful. 

Editor's  note:  "Dear  Deborah" 
retires  with  this  final  column  in  this 
week's  issue  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter.  For  more  information 
please  turn  to  Reporter  Editor  lohn 
A.  Lovelace's  "  'Dear  Deborah:' 
Goodbye  to  an  old  friend"  on  page 
2. 
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PORTRAIT  OF  A 


12  YEAR  OLD  CHILD 


A  Word  From  Home 

By: 

Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges,  C.E.O. 

On  Monday,  March  8,  1993,  one  of  my  107  chil¬ 
dren  “was  not  a  happy  camper.”  This  is  not  unusual, 
as  at  one  time  or  another,  we  all  feel  out-of-sorts. 
However,  on  this  particular  day,  my  little  friend  was 
more  than  just  unhappy! 

Billy  (not  his  real  name)  was  received  into  care  in 
September  of  1 990.  This  was  not  his  first  visit  to  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  Billy  comes  from 
an  abusive  home  and  has  been  in  and  out  of  the  state’s 
custody  since  he  was  an  infant. 

On  this  day  Billy  was  beside  himself.  He  could  not 
follow  directions.  To  simply  get-up  and  get  dressed 
was  a  major  chore.  At  breakfast  he  was  cruel  and 
mean  in  both  action  and  words.  He  refused  to  attend 
school  and  by  9:00  a.m.  Billy  was  sitting  in  my  office 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  his  therapist. 

Billy  sat  quietly  on  my  couch.  He  did  not  move  nor 
say  a  word  without  being  spoken  to  first.  He  was  expe¬ 
riencing  an  emotional  hangover.  Not  knowing  if  he 
would  comply  with  my  request,  I  asked  Billy  to  draw 
for  me  a  self-portrait.  The  drawing  is  to  the  left. 

I  shared  Billy’s  drawing  with  The  Home’s  Psycholo¬ 
gist,  Dr.  John  Monguillot.  This  is  what  Dr.  M.  had  to 
say  concerning  the  drawing  and  Billy: 

The  lack  of  hands  is  a  sign  of  Billy’s  indifference  or 
reluctance  to  interact  with  his  world. 

Billy  also  has  a  fear  of  falling  down,  as  evidenced  by 
the  lack  of  arms  and  hands.  He  is  in  a  terrible  bind, 
for  if  he  were  to  fall,  how  would  he  ever  get  up? 

He  can  hear  fairly  well,  but  apparently  has  a  prob¬ 
lem  with  what  he  sees. 

In  general,  Billy  is  very  unhappy,  aggressive  and 
filled  with  inner  turmoil.  He  also  views  himself  as  un¬ 
lovable  and  unacceptable. 


Billy  Is  Not  Unlovable! 

While  it  is  true  that  Billy  has  unacceptable  behavior,  he  is  not  unac¬ 
ceptable.  This  is  faulty  logic  on  Billy’s  part.  But  to  Billy  it  is  true;  and 
it  is  true  because  he  has  not  been  treated  as  a  person  of  worth. 

Here,  at  your  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  we  work  24  hours  a 
day,  seven  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year  with  one  Billy  after  another, 
in  an  effort  to  heal  the  scars  and  inner  turmoil  of  the  past. 

WHAT  WILL  YOU  DO  TO  HELP  CHILDREN  LIKE  BILLY  BE¬ 
COME  A  PERSON  OF  WORTH? 


Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Post  Office  Box  15109,  Uptown  Station 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70175 

YES,  I  would  like  to  help  the  children  at  The  Methodist  Home.  Enclosed  is  my  contri¬ 
bution  of  $ _ 


Name  and  Address: . 


L. 
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Dr.  McElvaney  Rev.  Donald  Avery  Dr.  Marilyn  Barr  Rev.  Isiah  Lee  Jr. 


Ministers'  school  to  highlight 
Healthy  lifestyle  and  ministry 


The  Rev.  Isiah  M.  Lee  Jr.,  dean 
of  the  1993  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Ministers’  School,  along 
with  the  board  of  managers,  have 
assembled  the  faculty  and  decided 
on  the  theme  for  the  school. 

“Wholeness  in  Lifestyle  and  Min¬ 
istry,”  is  the  theme  for  the  school 
scheduled  for  July  26-29  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Dr.  Marilyn  “Birdie”  Barr, 
founder  and  director  of  the  Well¬ 
ness  Program  and  adjunct  professor 
in  Health  Education  and  Physical 
Education  at  SMU,  will  present 
workshops. 

Her  topics  are  to  be  “Under¬ 
standing  the  Wellness  Movement,” 
“Physical  Wellness  —  Promoting 


Exercise,  Good  Eating  Habits  and 
Avoidance  of  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Abuse”  and  “Emotional  Wellness.” 

“What  in  God’s  Name  Is  Spiritu¬ 
ality”  will  be  the  subject  of  Dr. 
William  K.  McElvaney,  LeVan  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Preaching  and  Worship  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  He  also 
will  talk  on  “Gifts  for  Spirituality: 
Word,  Touch  and  ?” 

The  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict,  will  have  as  his  subject, 
“Health  and  Wholeness  from  a 
Wesleyan  Perspective.” 

Brochures  and  information  about 
registration  and  additional  facts 
about  the  speakers  will  be  distribut¬ 
ed  at  Annual  Conference,  Lee  said. 


Three  student  choirs  to  sing  at  Conference 


Suzanne  Cate  |.  Sidney  S.  Carver  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress 

Montegudo  Davenport 


Fresh  voices  of  young  people  will 
be  heard  at  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  worship  services.  Dil¬ 
lard  University  Concert  Choir, 
Centenary  College  Choir  and  the 
Conference  Youth  Choir  will  pres¬ 
ent  musical  selections  on  different 
evenings. 

Music  is  always  a  highlight  of  the 
Conference  scheduled  this  year  for 
June  7-10  at  Centenary  College  and 
First  UMC  in  Shreveport. 

Prior  to  the  worship  service  on 
Monday,  June  7,  the  Conference 
Youth  Choir  will  present  Pre-Ser¬ 
vice  Music  at  7  p.m.  in  First  UMC. 

Directors  are  to  be  J.  Sidney 
Montegudo,  director  of  music  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Suzanne  B.  Cate,  director  of 
music  at  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport. 
Accompanists  will  be  McCoy  Ran¬ 
som,  director  of  music,  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  and  Linda  Manes,  a 
member  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 


From  many  churches 

Participants  are  to  be  youths 
from  many  congregations  of  the 
Conference. 

Included  in  the  program  will  be 
“I  Have  Touched  the  Face  of  God,” 
by  Goemanne  and  “Jubilate  Deo" 
by  Shaw. 

Tuesday  at  7  p.m.  prior  to  the 
Service  of  Retirement,  the  Centena¬ 
ry  College  Choir  will  present  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  music  directed  by  Dr.  Will 
K.  Andress. 

Accompanists  are  to  be  Renee 
Sneed  and  Cindy  Holton  and  in¬ 
strumentalists  will  be:  Lindsey 
Johnson,  clarinet;  Trumon  Davis, 
trombone,  and  Jason  Jouett,  per¬ 
cussion. 

For  "Hosanna”  and  "Pie  Jesu” 
from  Requiem  by  Webber  the  solo¬ 
ists  are  to  be  Greg  Wilkins,  Jennifer 
Rowe  and  Ellen  English.  Among 
other  selections  planned  are  “When 
the  Saints  Go  Marching  In,”  ar¬ 
ranged  by  Rutter. 


Before  Ordination 

Before  the  Service  of  Ordination 
on  Wednesday,  participants  will  as¬ 
semble  at  7  p.m.  in  the  church  to 
hear  the  Dillard  Choir  directed  by 
S.  Carver  Davenport.  Director  of  all 
Dillard  choirs,  he  also  will  be  lyric 
tenor  soloist  on  the  program. 

Accompanist  is  to  be  Anthony  E. 
Williams,  university  organist.  Al¬ 
fred  Walker,  basso,  will  present  a 
solo. 

The  choir’s  varied  program  will 
include  “Prelude  and  Fugue  in  D 
Major,”  by  Bach  “Swing  Low, 
Sweet  Chariot,”  by  Simpson  and 


“Close  to  Thee,”  arranged  by  Woo¬ 
ten. 

Bishop  to  preside 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  pre¬ 
side  at  the  sessions  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  which  will  begin  Monday, 
June  7,  at  1:30  p.m.  in  the  Gold 
Dome. 

At  that  time  he  will  celebrate  the 
Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion. 
Tuesday  through  Thursday  morn¬ 
ings  Bishop  Oden  will  present  Bible 
studies. 

The  agenda  and  schedules  are 
listed  below. 


Conference  Program  and  Agenda 


Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  slated 


Peace  With  Justice  Sunday,  June 


6,  will  celebrate 


Dr.  Hilda  Arndt 


the  striving  for 
peace  and  the 
justice-related 
ministries  of 
God’s  church, 
Dr.  Hilda  Arndt, 
Conference  chair 
of  the  obser¬ 
vance,  said. 

Half  of  the  of¬ 
fering  taken  will 
remain  with  the 
Louisiana  Con¬ 


ference  for  projects. 

Partly  funded  is  the  tour  of  Dr. 
Carol  Walker,  Peace  With  Justice 


educator,  who  is  speaking  through¬ 
out  the  state.  She  will  speak  at  An¬ 
nual  Conference 
and  at  the  Peace 
With  Justice  ob¬ 
servance  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  6,  at 
the  1 1  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  at 
St.  Paul  UMC, 
1000  Pierce 
Ave.,  Shreve¬ 
port. 

Dr.  Carol  Walker  The  other  haif 
of  the  offering  supports  the  Peace 
With  Justice  programs  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 


Rev.  Alfred  Pollar  among  19  retirees 


The  Rev.  Alfred  Pollar,  pastor  of 
Peoples  UMC,  New  Orleans,  is 
among  19  clergy 
in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  who 
will  retire  after 
Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  (The  pic¬ 
ture  of  another 
minister  was  in¬ 
advertently  used 
to  identify  Pollar 
in  last  week’s  pa¬ 
per.  The  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 


ist  regrets  the  error). 

A  Service  of  Retirement  and  a  re¬ 
ception  are  scheduled  for  Tuesday, 
June  8,  in  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Retirees  will  address  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Wednesday  morning  in  the 
Gold  Dome  at  Centenary. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


“Cleo’s  rule”  still 

a  golden  guideline . Page  2 

Minnesota’s  largest  UM  church 
votes  to  welcome  gays . Page  3 


Special  Shreveport  events  set 


Scheduled  during  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreveport  are  a  number  of 
special  events. 

Centenary  Church  Council  mem¬ 
bers  and  spouses  will  meet  at  6  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  June  6,  in  the  South 
Cafeteria  at  Centenary  College. 

Centenary  Clergy  Alumni  will 
gather  Monday,  June  7,  at  5:15  p.m. 
in  the  South  Cafeteria. 

Scheduled  for  Monday  at  5:30 
p.m.  in  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  6312 
Beach  Sand  Blvd.,  is  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  Gathering  and 
Sharing  Event  for  all  ministerial 
candidates  in  seminary  and  in  post 
academic  programs,  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Training  and  Or¬ 
ders  and  all  spouses. 

Planned  for  Tuesday,  June  8,  at  7 
a.m.  are  the  following:  Scarritt 
Alumni  Breakfast,  Green  Room, 
Centenary  Cafeteria;  New  Minis¬ 
ters’  Breakfast,  Centenary  Room, 
Centenary  Cafeteria;  Cursillo 
Breakfast,  Broadmoor  UMC;  Board 
of  Laity  Breakfast,  South  Cafeteria, 
Centenary. 

The  following  luncheons  are  slat¬ 
ed  for  Tuesday,  June  8:  Christian 
Educators’  Fellowship  and  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodists  in  Wor¬ 
ship,  Music  and  Other  Arts,  South 
Cafeteria,  Centenary,  noon;  Retired 
Ministers'  Luncheon,  Noel  UMC, 
noon;  CSRW  Luncheon,  Broad¬ 


moor  UMC,  12:30  p.m.  and  lliff 
Alumni  Luncheon,  Ralph  &  Ka- 
coo’s  Restaurant,  Bossier  City, 
12:30  p.m. 

Dinner  meetings  on  Tuesday, 
June  8,  will  be:  Asbury  Alumni 
Banquet,  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  5 
p.m.  and  Gammon  Alumni  Ban¬ 
quet,  Freeman  &  Harris  Restau¬ 
rant,  5:30  p.m. 

Four  events  will  be  held  in  differ¬ 
ent  rooms  of  First  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  at  5:30  p.m.  Tuesday.  They 
are  Candler  Alumni  Banquet,  Per¬ 
kins  Alumni  Banquet,  St.  Paul 
Alumni  Banquet  and  Duke  Alumni 
Banquet. 

Scheduled  for  Wednesday  are: 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees 
Breakfast,  Chateau,  7  a.m.;  The  Or¬ 
der  of  Saint  Luke  Luncheon 
(friends  invited),  Shoney’s  Restau¬ 
rant,  Youree  and  King’s  Highway, 
noon,  and  Clergy  Spouses’  Lun¬ 
cheon,  Broadmoor  UMC.  (The  lat¬ 
ter  will  be  preceded  by  a  fellowship 
hour  from  1 1:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 
in  the  church  parlor.) 

Also  on  Wednesday:  Luncheon 
for  chaplains  and  others  in  special 
appointments  beyond  the  local 
church,  Centenary  Room,  Centenary 
Cafeteria,  12:30  p.m.;  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  Luncheon,  Centenary  Caf¬ 
eteria,  Centenary,  12:30  p.m. 


Monday,  June  7, 1993 
Gold  Dome 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 

1 :30  p.m.  Service  of  Memorial  and  Holy  Communion 
Celebrant  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Liturgists  —  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun 
—  Rev.  Rob  Weber 
—  Rev.  Greg  Davis 

_  —  Rev.  Willie  Jackson 

—  Mrs.  Anna  Jackson 
Preacher  —  Rev.  Ester  Hammond 
Special  Music  —  Combined  Choirs  of  New  Churches, 
Shreveport/Bossier  City 
Organization  of  the  Conference 
Clergy  Session  —  Brown  Chapel 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Reports 
Laity  Session  —  Gold  Dome 
Speaker —  Dr.  David  White 

Assistant  General  Secretary, 

,  General  Board  of  Discipleship 

(Break  for  Dinner) 

Evening  Worship  Service 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 
7:30  p.m.  Worship 

Preacher  —  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet 
Special  Music  —  Combined  Conference  Youth  Choir 


Tuesday,  June  8,  1993 
Centenary  College 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 


8:30  a.m. 

9:15  a.m. 


12:15  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 

3:15  p.m. 
3:30  p.m. 

4:30  p.m. 


Gold  Dome 

Bible  Study 

Leader  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Song  Leader  —  Rev.  Wesley  Williams 
Opening  Prayer  —  The  Rev.  Robert  Potter 
District  Superintendent,  Shreveport 
Welcome  —  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Schwab,  President,  Centenary 
College 

—  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  Senior  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
State  of  the  Church  Address  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
United  Methodist  Church  —  25th  Anniversary 
Commemoration 
“VISION  2000” 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  (Unified  Report) 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Fair 
Announcements  and  Adjournment 
(Break  for  Lunch) 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

—  For  Action 

—  Consent  Calendar 
Committee  on  Episcopacy 

United  Methodist  Seminaries’  Representatives 
Russia  Report 

Recess  —  Autograph  Party  (Marilyn  Brown  Oden) 

Clergy  Housing  Report 
Committee  on  Nominations 
Centenary  College  Report 
Dillard  University  Report 
Committee  on  Rules 
Announcements  and  Adjournment 
(Break  for  Dinner) 


Service  of  Retirement 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 
7:30  p.m.  Worship 

Preacher  —  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet 
Special  Music  —  Centenary  Choir 
(Reception  Honoring  the  Retirees  in  Bain  Hall 
at  the  Conclusion  of  the  Service) 


Wednesday,  June  9, 1993 
Centenary  College 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 


8:30  a.m. 

9:15  a.m. 


10:00  a.m. 
10:15  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


12:15  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 


2:30  p.m. 


4:30  p.m. 


Gold  Dome 

Bible  Study 

Leader  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Song  Leader  —  Rev.  Wesley  Williams 
Committee  on  the  Journal 
Conference  Center  Victory  Celebration 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
Board  of  Pensions 
Recess 

Retirees  to  Address  the  Conference 
Hurricane  Andrew  Disaster  Relief  Report 

—  Mrs.  Sarah  SchoefTler 

—  Dr.  Randolph  W.  Nugent 

—  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Lutgen 
Constitutional  Amendments 
Announcements  and  Adjournment 

(Break  for  Lunch) 

Introduction  of  Persons  in  Special  Appointments 
Beyond  the  Local  Church 
Representatives  from  Church  Agencies 

—  Lydia  Patterson 

—  Mt.  Sequoyah 

—  South  Central  Jurisdiction 

—  Campus  Ministry  • —  SMU 
Ordinands  to  Address  the  Conference 
Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
Conference  Chancellor’s  Report 
Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 
Conference  Treasurer  &  Statistician 
Commission  on  Equitable  Compensation 
Announcements  and  Adjournment 

(Break  for  Dinner) 


Service  of  Ordination  and  Consecration 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 
7:30  p.m.  Worship 

Preacher  —  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 

Special  Music  —  Dillard  University 
(Reception  Honoring  Ordinands,  newly  consecrated 
Diaconal  Ministers,  and  Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 
in  Bain  Hall  at  the  Conclusion  of  the  Service) 

Thursday,  June  10, 1993 
Centenary  College 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 


8:30  a.m. 

9:15  a.m. 


10:20  a.m. 


Gold  Dome 

Bible  Study 

Leader  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Song  Leader  —  Rev.  Wesley  Williams 
Committee  on  the  Journal 
Laity  Report 

—  Conference  Board  of  Laity 

—  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 

—  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 

—  United  Methodist  Men 

—  United  Methodist  Women 

—  United  Methodist  Youth 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees 
Committee  on  Petitions 
United  Methodist  Reporter 
Peace  with  Justice  Educator 
Africa  University 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
Committee  on  Courtesies 

Where  shall  the  next  session  of  the  Conference  be  held? 


The  Service  of  Sending  Forth 

The  Fixing  of  Appointments  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  forum 


JUNE  4,  1993 


Reminders  of  the  way  to  happiness 


Are  you  happy? 

Odds  are  that  you  said  “yes”  if 
the  following  criteria  apply: 


/  You  have  close  friends. 

/  Your  marriage  and/or  family 
life  is  fulfilling. 

/You  are  religious. 

These  three  criteria  are  primary 
indicators  of  personal  happiness, 
according  to  recent  research  cited 
in  “Newsweek"  magazine. 

The  research  also  revealed  that 
factors  often  assumed  to  promote 
happiness — individual  wealth,  suc¬ 
cess,  status  and  so  on — rarely  do. 

We  wonder  why  anyone  would 
be  surprised  by  such  findings.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  they  are  consistent  with 
what  Christians  have  proclaimed 
for  nearly  2,000  years: 

True  happiness — variously  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  Bible  as  joy,  content¬ 
ment  or  blessedness — derives  from 
good  relations  with  God  and  with 
others. 

Nevertheless,  for  two  reasons, 
we  welcome  findings  that  under¬ 
score  the  Bible’s  wisdom  regarding 
happiness. 

First,  such  findings  should 
prompt  Christians  to  be  more  bold 
in  proclaiming  our  basic  message. 

Among  other  things,  the  find¬ 
ings  remind  us  that  it  isn’t  through 
selfish  independence  but  other-di¬ 
rected  connections  that  we  find 
contentment.  In  other  words, 
practicing  love  of  God  and  of 
neighbor  results  in  a  condition — 
happiness  or  joy — that  virtually 
everyone  values. 

Second,  these  findings  throw 
needed  light  on  a  misguided  ten¬ 
dency  to  equate  happiness  with 
material  pleasure  and  things  that 
can  yield  pleasure,  such  as  wealth. 


SEUGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Recent  scientific  findings  remind  us  that  practicing  love  of  God  and  of  neighbor,  even  through 
something  as  simple  as  helping  this  inner-city  girl  with  her  homework,  results  in  a  condition — 
happiness  or  joy — that  virtually  everyone  values. 


Editorial 

Unfortunately,  in  a  consumer- 
oriented  culture,  we  are  swamped 
with  the  message  that  a  “shop-’til- 
you-drop”  pursuit  of  pleasure  is, 
in  fact,  the  way  to  happiness. 

By  contrast,  Christianity  teaches 
that  what’s  good  for  sales  may  not 
be  good  for  souls.  True,  Jesus  af¬ 
firmed  a  “good  time.”  But  he  also 


taught  that  pleasure  and  possessions, 
sought  as  ends  in  themselves,  merely 
create  spirit-draining  anxiety  that  re¬ 
sults  from  never  having  enough. 

"Instead,  be  concerned  above  ev¬ 
erything  else  with  the  Kingdom  of 
God  and  with  what  God  requires  of 
you,”  Jesus  taught,  and  the  things 
that  make  for  true  happiness  will 
follow  (Matthew  6:33  TEV). 

As  Christians,  we  should  be  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  convergence  of  so¬ 


cial  science  and  Christian  teachings 
in  regard  to  happiness.  Furthermore, 
we  should  be  challenged  to  use  that 
convergence  in  creative  ways. 

For  example,  how  about  conduct¬ 
ing  a  “happiness  audit”  of  your  con¬ 
gregation?  In  what  ways  and  how 
effectively  does  your  congregation 
create  conditions  that  promote  true 
happiness?  How,  if  at  all,  does  it  chal¬ 
lenge  secular  images  of  happiness 
through  its  preaching  and  practice? 


Guide  dog  leads  way 
to  Lord's  presence 


By  MIRIAM  SNOW  PRIEBE 

Last  Sunday  was  special! 

It  didn’t  start  out  that  way. 
Charles  and  I  dropped  in  at  St.  Al¬ 
bans  for  the  early  service  as  usual. 
Afterward  we  planned  to  have 
breakfast  at  a  beach  restaurant  and 
then  take  a  long  hike  and  swim. 

The  rector  was  away  on  vacation 
and  the  elderly  rector  emeritus  con¬ 
ducted  the  service.  When  it  came 
time  for  Holy  Communion,  a  chair 
was  placed  at  the  center  aisle  so  that 
the  priest,  who  was  in  failing  health, 
could  sit  down  while  administering 
the  sacrament. 

Two  cup-bearers  stood  on  either 
side  of  him.  Communicants  came 
up  the  center  aisle,  received  the 
bread,  then  turned  left  or  right  for 
the  wine. 

Directly  ahead  of  me  walked  a 
tall  blind  woman  with  a  guide  dog. 
The  dog  was  small  and  brown  and 
apparently  new  at  the  job.  Instinc¬ 
tively  I  reached  out  to  pet  him,  then 
drew  back  as  I  read  a  sign  on  his 
back:  “Do  not  pet  me.  I  am  a  work¬ 
ing  dog.” 

The  blind  woman  had  an  air  of 
tranquility  and  trust  as  she  took  the 
bread  and  then  turned  right  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  cup.  For  just  a  moment, 
the  guide  dog  became  next  in  line 
ahead  of  me. 

Before  making  his  turn,  the  dog 
walked  toward  the  priest  and  deli- 


My  Witness 


Miriam  Snow  Priebe  is  a  member  of 
St.  Albans  Episcopal  Church  and  fre¬ 
quently  attends  Gulfport  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  (Florida  Annual 
Conference). 


cately  sniffed  at  his  robes.  The 
priest  smiled  at  me  and  softly  said, 
“The  dog  is  not  receiving  today.” 

As  I  took  the  bread  I  had  a  strong 
sense  of  the  presence  of  Our  Lord.  I 
could  see  Him  with  His  arm  loving¬ 
ly  around  the  old  priest  who  was 
fulfilling  his  sacred  duty  despite  his 
infirmity.  I  could  see  His  loving 
compassion  for  the  blind  woman 
and  the  tender  smile  on  His  face  as 
He  looked  at  the  little  dog,  one  of 
God’s  creations. 

They  were  all  important  to  Him 
and  wonder  of  wonders,  so  were 
Charles  and  I. 

As  I  said,  last  Sunday  was  spe¬ 
cial — very,  very  special! 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


The  blind  woman's  guide  dog 
walked  toward  the  priest  and 
delicately  sniffed  at  his  robes. 

The  priest  smiled  at  me  and  softly 
said,  " The  dog  is  not  receiving  today.' 


Thanks  for  stories  recalling  UMC's  racial 


Thank  you  very  much  for  the  two 
articles  concerning  the  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  written  by  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
and  Denise  Johnson  Stovall  (see 
UMR,  May  7).  It  is  important  to  our 
future  as  a  denomination  that  we  re¬ 
member  our  racial  history  as  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Central  Jurisdiction. 

After  reading  the  UMR  articles,  I 
read  “Growing  Up  in  Black  and 
White”  in  "Time”  magazine’s  May 
17  issue.  From  the  “Time”  article, 
these  words  speak  to  many  of  our 
church’s  triumphs  and  tribulations  as 
we’ve  sought  to  be  racially  inclusive: 

“Black  mental-health  workers  say 
the  trouble  is  that  virtually  all  the 
progress  the  U.S.  has  made  toward 
racial  fairness  has  been  in  one  di¬ 
rection.  To  be  accepted  by  whites, 
blacks  have  to  become  more  like 
them,  while  many  whites  have  not 
changed  their  attitudes  at  all.” 

May  we  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  continue  to  believe  that  ra¬ 
cial  progress  must  go  in  many  direc¬ 
tions.  Authentic  racial  inclusiveness 
occurs  when  all  of  us  change. 

Gilbert  H.  Caldwell 
West  Chester,  Pennsylvania 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Details  overlooked 

Robert  L.  Crockett  made  several 
excellent  points  regarding  handgun 
myths  (see  UMR,  May  7),  but  then 
he  proceeded  to  cast  doubt  on  his 
accuracy  with  his  last  point  about 
the  Second  Amendment. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in 
the  early  1980s  that  this  amend¬ 
ment  deals  with  individual  rights, 
not  state  militias  as  Mr.  Crockett 
contends. 

I  share  the  sadness  and  grief  of 
our  violent  society  and  encourage 
any  and  all  efforts  to  bring  peace. 
Perhaps  the  place  to  start  is  in  our 
toys,  movies  and  TV  programming 
where  we  teach  children  how  to 
misuse  a  gun  long  before  they  have 
an  opportunity  to  see  a  real  one. 

The  men  and  women  I  know  who 
are  gun  owners  shudder  with  me 
when  people  kill  others  in  the  mind¬ 
less  anger  and  desperation  of  those 
who  don’t  know  the  peace  of  our 


Lord  Jesus  and  what  he  teaches 
about  loving  one  another  as  well  as 
ourselves. 

Larry  A.  Bell 
Coahoma,  Texas 

I  admitted  true  identity 

Congratulations  to  Beverly  Coyle 
(see  UMR,  April  30)  for  her  accom¬ 
plishments  and 
for  her  courage  in 
“coming  out  of 
the  closet”  and 
boldly  admitting 
that  she  is  an  “ar¬ 
dent”  United 
Methodist. 

Many  years  ago 
I  too  quit  fighting  Beverly  Coyle 
my  true  identity  and  admitted  to 
my  friends  and  family  that  I  am 
hopelessly  committed  to  the  United 
Methodist  faith.  I  freely  confess  my 
strong  addiction  to  Wesleyan 
hymns,  committee  meetings,  and 
covered-dish  dinners. 

For  a  while  I  tried  to  fight  the 
urge  to  “go  on  to  perfection”  by  im¬ 
mersing  myself  in  nominal  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  attending  numerous 
sessions  of  Anonymous  Methodists. 


/ Cleo's  rule'  still  a  golden  guideline 


One  Scripture  my  mother 
drummed  into  my  head  was  her 
version  of  Matthew  7:12. 

Hers  went,  “Do  unto  others  as  you 
would  have  others  do  unto  you.” 
Maybe  that’s  really  King  James,  but  I 
learned  it  as  the  “Cleo”  version. 

That  passage  came  to  mind  recent¬ 
ly  when  I  heard  of  a  young  couple’s 
dealings  with  two  real  estate  agents. 

The  couple  wanted  to  buy  one 
house  and  sell  another. 

As  frequently  happens  in  such 
transactions,  one  agent  represented 
the  seller  of  the  house  the  couple 
wanted  to  buy,  the  other  represent¬ 
ed  the  young  couple  on  the  house 
they  wanted  to  sell. 

With  the  help  of  their  agent,  they 


Faithfully  yours 


rather  quickly  found  a  buyer,  signed 
a  contract  and  progressed  toward 
closing  the  deal,  including  their 
agent’s  full  commission. 

With  the  help  of  the  other  agent, 
representing  the  seller,  they  also  lo¬ 


cated  a  house  they  wanted  to  buy. 

At  this  point  the  seller,  sensing  a 
possible  savings  of  several  thousand 
dollars  in  commissions,  dismissed 
his  agent. 

The  young  couple  faced  a  dilem¬ 
ma:  Were  they  displeased  enough 
with  the  seller’s  unethical  move  to 
back  out  of  the  deal  or  did  they 
want  the  house  enough  to  go  on 
with  the  deal? 

They  decided  on  the  latter  answer 
but  with  an  important  twist:  Though 
they  had  no  legal  obligation  to  the 
seller’s  now-dismissed  agent,  they 
elected  to  pay  her  $  1 ,500  for  her  help. 

Cleo  would  have  been  proud  of 
her  grandson — and  his  wife! 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


None  of  that  worked.  I  have  re¬ 
signed  myself  to  forever  be  “Meth¬ 
odist  bom  and  Methodist  bred  [and 
when  I  die],  Methodist  dead!” 

Sarah  Sloan  Kreutziger 
Metairie,  Louisiana 

Don't  blame  officers 

As  a  United  Methodist,  I  read 
with  pride  and  gladness  the  care  the 
sad  little  children  of  the  recent 
Waco  event  received  at  our  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  in  Waco  (see  UMR, 
April  30).  It  was  good  to  know  that 
the  children  received  this  love. 

However,  I  take  exception  to  the 
editorial,  “Redeeming  meaning  from 
cult  tragedy”  in  the  same  issue. 

In  an  effort  to  explain  ways  in 
which  we  can  begin  to  redeem  those 
responsible  for  the  horrifying  event, 
the  first  solution  the  editorial  gave 
was  to  suggest  that  the  federal  officials 
who  negotiated  with  the  Branch  Davi- 
dians  should  learn  more  about  reli¬ 
gious  symbols  used  by  cult  members. 

As  the  wife  of  a  former  peace  offi¬ 
cer,  I  resent  that  this  could  possibly 
have  made  any  difference  in  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  event.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
negotiators  did  seek  the  advice  of  sev¬ 
eral  noted  theologians  and  I  suggest 
that  as  usual,  the  first  to  receive 
blame  in  the  face  of  tragedies  where 
law  enforcement  is  involved  are  the 
men  and  women  who  are  directly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  solution  of  such. 

Elaine  Day 
Dallas,  Texas 


I  object 

I  take  exception  to  the  Rev.  Mark 
Forrester’s  article  in  the  April  30 
Reporter  when  he  lumps  Pat  Rob- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Rejoice  in  your  hope,  be  patient 
in  tribulation,  be  constant  in  prayer.” 
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(Last  week’s  answer  1  John  3:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  6 
Sunday:  Psalms  8:1-4 
Monday:  Psalms  8:5-9 
Tuesday:  Genesis  1:1-25 
Wednesday:  Genesis  l:26-2:4a 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  13:11-13 
Friday:  Matthew  28: 16-17 
Saturday:  Matthew  28:1 8-20 


struggle 

ertson  and  Pat  Buchanan  with  the 
nut  at  the  Waco,  Texas  cult. 

What  was  “violent”  about  Pat 
Buchanan’s  speech  last  fall  at  the 
Republican  Convention?  Is  it  “vio¬ 
lent”  because  Mr.  Forrester  doesn’t 
agree  with  it? 

I’m  getting  a  little  tired  of  the  la¬ 
bel  “intolerant”  only  being  applied 
to  those  who  tend  to  be  to  the  right 
of  the  political  spectrum.  I  have 
been  exposed  to  the  “cult  of  liberal¬ 
ism”  and  from  my  experience  some 
of  the  most  intolerant  people  are 
those  who  are  on  the  “left.” 

Rick  Anderson 
LaFayette,  Illinois 

First  Amendment  failure 

I  certainly  don’t  have  all  the  an¬ 
swers  about  the  Waco  tragedy  (see 
UMR,  April  30),  but  my  father 
helped  fight  a  war  to  stop  fascism 
and  I  wouldn’t  want  the  flag  that 
was  draped  over  his  casket  to  be 
discredited  in  any  way.  When  the 
First  Amendment  fails  to  protect 
any  religious  group,  no  matter  how 
heretical  or  strange,  it  has  failed  to 
protect  us  all. 

David  Foster 
Needville,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“We  are  too  afraid  that  we 
might  risk  the  purity  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  when  the  very  movement  of 
the  Gospel  was  one  in  which  God 
risked  the  life  of  his  own  Son.” 

— The  Rev.  Konrad  Raiser,  World 
Council  of  Churches  executive. 

*  *  * 

“We  cannot  live  without  being 
dependent  upon  other  people  and 
God.  We  have  to  pay  attention  to 
where  in  our  lives  we  defy  our  de¬ 
pendence  upon  God  and  the  laws 
of  God’s  creation.  To  reject  the 
ways  in  which  dependence  is  a 
blessing  is  to  subject  ourselves  to 
possible  destruction.” 

— The  Rev.  Frederick  J.  Streets, 
Yale  University  chaplain,  writing 
in  “The  Christian  Century.” 

*  *  * 

“Both  Scripture  and  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  Church  have  used  the 
Body  of  Christ  as  a  metaphor  for 
Christian  community.  It  is  clear 
that  a  human  body  is  in  need  of 
all  its  parts  or  members;  indeed 
it  is  ironic  that  the  absence  of 
any  of  them  is  considered  a  dis¬ 
abling  condition.  The  Body  of 
Christ,  the  Church,  is  thus  dis¬ 
abled  as  it  is  cut  off  from  any  of 
its  members.  The  Church  does  it¬ 
self  great  harm,  disables  itself,  as 
it  excludes  persons  with  disabil¬ 
ities. 

— Helen  Bettenbaugh,  disabled 
seminarian,  speaking  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of 
Physically  Challenged  Ministers. 


The  Connection 

News  in  UMR  newspapers  "connect"  your  entire 
congregation  in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  worldwide.  Congregations  become  involved 
in  the  church's  mission  outreach.  UMR  tells  the 
stories  of  loving  service  in  the  name  of  Christ  in 
inner-cities,  neighborhoods  and  villages  everywhere. 
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MOST  DIVISIVE  ISSUE:  Homosexua¬ 
lity  is  the  “deepest  issue  dividing  the  churches 
today,”  according  to  United  Methodism’s  top 
ecumenist,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Inter¬ 
religious  Concerns.  Speaking  recently  at  a 
luncheon  of  50  United  Methodists  attending  the 
annual  National  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity, 
Dr.  Robbins  cited  several  recent  instances  when 
denominations  clashed  over  matters  related  to 
homosexuality.  These  included  last  year’s  tabling 
of  “observer  status”  at  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  for  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  whose  members  are  mostly  gay  men  and 
lesbians  (see  related  story  below). 

MINISTRY  IN  MANILA:  A  fire  swept 

through  a  large  slum  area  called  Tondo  in  Ma¬ 
nila,  Philippines,  last  month,  leaving  some  300 
families  homeless.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Philippines  Central  Conference 
has  a  large  extension  work  in  that  region.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  re¬ 
sponded  to  a  request  from  Bishop  Emerito  P. 
Nacpil  (Manila  Area)  with  a  grant  to  assist  in 
providing  shelter,  food  and  medicines  to  the 
victims  of  this  emergency.  Gifts  can  be  made  to 
Advance  No.  982450-8  for  International  Re¬ 
sponse. 

MORAL  AUTHORITY:  European 

church  leaders  who  recently  visited  the  former 
Yugoslavia  are  prodding 
the  Serbian  Orthodox 
Church  to  put  its  moral  au¬ 
thority  behind  efforts  to 
end  the  war  in  Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina.  “Perhaps  this  is 
the  moment  for  the  pro- 
■  ■  phetic  voice  of  the  Serbian 

B  ^^B  Orthodox  Church  to  be 

Konrad  Raiser  heard,”  said  the  Rev.  Kon¬ 
rad  Raiser,  general  secretary  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  after  a  four-hour  meeting  with 
Serbian  Orthodox  Patriarch  Pavle. 

ERROR:  In  its  May  27  editorial  columns, 
“The  Wall  Street  Journal”  erroneously  listed 
The  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  supporter  of 
“President  Clinton’s  tax  bill.”  Only  the  church’s 
legislative  General  Conference,  which  meets  ev¬ 
ery  four  years,  may  speak  for  the  denomination 
as  a  whole,  and  it  has  taken  no  action  on  that 
subject.  The  newspaper’s  reference  is  to  a  list  of 
approximately  140  organizations  and  corpora¬ 
tions  that  had  expressed  support  of  the  budget 
appropriations  bill.  Supporting  groups  include 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  which  is  free  to  act  in  its  own  name. 

MOTOR-VOTER'  LAW  HAILED: 

The  long-awaited  National  Voter  Registration 
Act  signed  into  law  by  President  Bill  Clinton 
May  20  provides  easier  access  for  U.S.  citizens 
“to  participate  in  the  democratic  process,”  said 
the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  head  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  United 
Methodists  and  others  had  lobbied  for  the  “mo¬ 
tor-voter”  bill — so  named  because  it  enables 
voters  to  register  at  drivers’  license  offices — for 
several  years.  The  law  goes  into  effect  in  1995. 

NCC  RESTRUCTURE:  Four  years  after 
its  directors  ordered  reorganization,  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches’  coordinating  committee 
approved  a  revamping  proposal  last  month.  The 
action  followed  an  April  consultation  of  the  32 
member  communions  at  which  the  NCC’s  fu¬ 
ture  was  discussed.  The  “transformation  pro¬ 
cess”  will  develop  over  the  next  two  years.  A 
first  step  taken  last  month  was  to  dissolve  the 
unit  on  “unity  and  relationship.” 

CARTER  TO  SERVE:  Former  President 
Jimmy  Carter  will  serve  as  honorary  co-chair¬ 
man  of  a  campaign  to  raise  $10  million  for 
theological  dialogue.  The  campaign,  to  involve 
both  Christian  churches  and  other  faith  groups, 
is  a  joint  venture  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S. A.,  based  in  New 
York,  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
based  in  Geneva. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC  reviving  role  of  'spiritual  sergeants' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DURHAM,  N.C. — Reported  to 
your  “spiritual  sergeant”  lately? 

You  may  soon  get  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  do  just  that,  as  The  United 
Methodist  Church  begins  to  revive 
a  historic  Methodist  role  aimed  at 
spiritual  development — the  office 
of  Class  Leader. 

“Class  Leaders  are  like  ser¬ 
geants,”  said  the  Rev.  David 
Lowes  Watson 
as  he  intro¬ 
duced  the  inau¬ 
gural  training 
session  for 
Class  Leaders 
held  at  Duke 
University  Di¬ 
vinity  School 
May  17-27.  David  Watson 

“If  you  have  to  be  up  at  5:30, 
they’re  up  at  5.  If  your  shoes 
should  be  shined,  theirs  are 
gleaming.  If  your  belt  should  be 
polished,  theirs  would  blind  you 
in  the  noonday  sun. 

“In  short,  they  are  the  people 
we  need  to  recognize  and  give  au¬ 
thority.  They’re  the  people  we 
want  to  say  to  the  rest  of  the 
church:  ‘Jesus  left  us  with  guide¬ 
lines  for  faithful  living;  I’m  here 
to  help  you  follow  them.  Where 
would  you  like  to  start?’  ” 

Dr.  Watson  is  professor  of  the¬ 
ology  and  congregational  life  at 
United  Methodist-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Pioneered  recovery 

He  has  pioneered  recovering 
both  Class  Leaders  and  Cove¬ 
nant  Discipleship  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  latter  is  a 


spiritual  accountability  program 
based  on  John  Wesley’s  model 
that  is  now  practiced  by  more 
than  1,000  United  Methodist 
congregations. 

Class  Leader  was  restored  to 
the  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline  as  a  local-congrega¬ 
tion  office  by  the  1988  General 
Conference.  The  office’s  func¬ 
tions  were  clarified  by  the  1992 
General  Conference. 

Class  Leaders  also  are  the  focal 
point  for  a  concept  of  "shared 
pastoral  leadership”  taught  at  the 
inaugural  seminar,  which  drew 
about  70  pastors  and  laypeople. 

No  threat  to  clergy 

The  seminar  stressed  helping 
pastors  understand  that  shared 
pastoral  leadership  involving 
both  clergy  and  laypeople  is  a 
complement,  not  a  threat,  to  the 
professional  ordained  ministry. 
Dr.  Watson  said. 

He  attributed  many  of  the 
woes  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church — among  them  declining 
membership  and  the  sense  that 
congregations  aren’t  being  “spiri¬ 
tually  fed”— to  the  attitude  and 
practice  that  all  ministry  must  be 
done  by  professional  ministers. 

Dr.  Watson  told  participants 
that  he  believes  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  re¬ 
vived  if  it  re-conceives  the  cler¬ 
gy’s  role  as  that  of  leaders  of 
pastoral  teams  which  include  lay 
volunteers,  not  just  paid  staff. 

By  revitalizing  the  first  level  of 
local  lay  leadership,  Dr.  Watson 
said,  he  and  other  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  hope  that  all  facets 
of  a  congregation’s  ministry  and 


What's  a  Class  Leader ? 
A  Methodist  tradition 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

If  the  concept  of  Class  Leader 
is  unfamiliar  to  you,  you’re 
probably  among  the  majority  of 
United  Methodists. 

The  office  was  created  by 
John  Wesley  in  the  early  days  of 
the  Methodist  movement  in  En¬ 
gland  when  there  were  a  limited 
number  of  ordained  ministers. 

To  lead  local  Methodist 
groups  known  as  classes  be¬ 
tween  the  visits  of  the  clergy, 
Wesley  selected  and  assigned 
lay  men  as  leaders. 

These  leaders  were  chosen  on 
the  basis  of  their  good  Christian 
character  and  regular  spiritual 
habits — prayer,  fasting,  reading 
of  Scripture,  tithing,  helping  the 
poor,  etc. 

Class  Leaders  also  played  a  piv¬ 
otal  role  in  the  Methodist  move¬ 
ment  in  the  U.S.  As  Methodist 
circuit  riders  made  their  way 
West  with  the  Gospel,  they  left 
behind  organized  congregations 
headed  by  Class  Leaders,  who 
functioned  in  much  the  same  way 
as  their  English  predecessors. 

Class  Leader  was  a  recognized 
office  in  U.S.  congregations 
through  the  early  20th  Century. 
Its  status  waned  in  the  majority 
of  Methodist  congregations,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  church  relied  more  on 
professional  clergy. 

The  office  of  Class  Leader  re- 
mained  pivotal,  however,  in 
many  ethnic  minority  United 
Methodist  congregations — such 
as  African-American  and  Kore- 


Class  Leaders'  Model 
of  the  Acts  of  Authentic 
Christian  Discipleship 


VDevotlonX 
'  (Private) 


Private  and  public  acts  of 
discipleship — John  Wesley's 
"works  of  mercy  and  of  pi¬ 
ety"  are  interpreted  in  con¬ 
temporary  form  in  the  Class 
Leaders'  model. 

an-American — where  one  or¬ 
dained  minister  continued  to 
serve  circuits  composed  of  sev¬ 
eral  small  local  congregations. 

Class  Leader  also  remains  a 
key  position  in  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations  outside  the  U.S. 

The  Korean  Methodist 
Church,  in  particular,  attributes 
its  explosive  membership 
growth  in  part  to  its  emphasis 
on  the  office,  according  to  Dr. 
Byoung  Hoon  Kang,  Korean  di¬ 
rector  of  evangelism. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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DURHAM,  N.C.— Sharing  a  light  moment  about  Class  Leaders'  training  resources  are  (from  left) 
the  Rev.  D.  Stephen  Long,  head  of  Duke  Divinity  continuing  education;  the  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler- 
Wayman  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  which  oversees  Class  Leaders;  Maria  Silvestre, 
lay  leader  of  the  Western  Angola  Central  Conference  in  Africa;  the  Rev.  Nelson  Stafford,  pastor 
of  the  Earlsville,  N.Y.,  Charge;  and  Ruth  Roberts,  director  of  Christian  education  at  First  UMC  in 
Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

the  Covenant  Discipleship  sec¬ 
tion  of  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  and  Duke  University 
Divinity  School. 

The  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler-Way- 
man,  a  director  of  Covenant  Dis¬ 
cipleship,  and  the  Rev.  D. 

Stephen  Long,  head  of  continu- 


mission  will  be  enriched. 

Dr.  Watson  added  that  he  ex¬ 
pects  it  will  take  a  generation  for 
the  office  of  Class  Leader  to  be 
fully  restored  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations. 

The  inaugural  Class  Leaders 
seminar  was  sponsored  jointly  by 


ing  education  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  organized  the  seminar. 

Class  Leaders’  training  will  be 
an  annual  event,  Dr.  Tyler-Way- 
man  said.  Next  year’s  session  will 
be  held  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Duke  ethicist  says  church  needs 
discipline  to  recover  spirituality 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

DURHAM,  N.C.— Crafting 
discipleship  is  like  learning  to  be 
a  bricklayer — you  have  to  leant 
the  techniques  from  a  master. 

That’s  the  analogy  used  by  a 
man  who  should  know. 

Stanley  Hauerwas,  son  of  a 
bricklayer  and  professor  of  theo¬ 
logical  ethics  at  Duke  University 
Divinity  School,  used  it  in  his  in¬ 
struction  to  the  recent  inaugural 
training  seminar  on  Class  Lead¬ 
ers  (see  related  stories  above  and 
at  left). 

Topics  of  discipleship 

Dr.  Hauerwas  was  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  leaders  invited  to  speak  on 
topics  related  to  the  seminar’s 
guides  to  authentic  Christian  dis¬ 
cipleship:  acts  of  worship,  devo¬ 
tion,  compassion  and  justice  (see 
related  illustration  at  left). 

Dr.  Hauerwas  argued  that  the 
discipline  imposed  on  students 
by  the  master-apprentice  rela¬ 
tionship  is  urgently  needed  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Democracy  is  what’s  wrong 
with  the  church,  and  the  quicker 
we  get  over  it,  the  better,”  the 
ethicist  asserted. 

“Democracy  assumes  that  all 
you  need  to  do  is  to  put  ideas  out 
and  people  will  come  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  moral  conclusion.  It 
doesn’t  allow  that  you  have  to  be 
taught  how  to  think  morally. 

“Masters  initiate  people  into 
crafts  through  which  you  leant 


goods  you  wouldn’t  have  known 
without  apprenticeship.” 

What  about  grace? 

During  a  question-and-answer 
session,  Dr.  Hauerwas  was  asked 
what  role  he  thought  the  grace  of 
God — long  considered  a  key  ele¬ 
ment  of  Methodist  theology — 
plays  in  today’s  congregations. 

The  question  elicited  an  explo¬ 
sive  response. 

“Grace  s-cks!”  Dr.  Hauerwas 
shouted,  pounding  his  fist  on  the 
pulpit  of  York  Chapel  in  Duke 
Divinity  School. 

“You  don’t  have  to  go  to 
church  to  be  told  you’re  accept¬ 
ed;  you  can  hear  that  from  your 
therapist! 

Explosive  response 

“Christianity  is  a  disciplined 
body  of  people  Christ  put  in  the 
world  to  tell  others  that  they  don’t 
have  to  die  under  the  Devil!” 

While  some  participants  later 
told  the  Reporter  that  they 
thought  Dr.  Hauerwas’  outburst 
was  “unfortunate,”  the  Rev.  Nel¬ 
son  Stafford  of  Earlville,  N.Y., 
said  he  saw  beyond  Dr.  Hauerwas’ 
language. 

“1  think  he’s  talking  about  how 
we  often  hide  behind  the  concept 
of  grace  and  don’t  engage  the  real 
hurtful  issues,”  Mr.  Stafford  said. 

Other  presenters 

Other  presenters  during  the 
first  week  included: 

/The  Rev.  Will  Willimon, 
dean  of  Duke  Chapel  and  profes- 


Stanley  Hauerwas 
. . .  Duke  ethicist 

sor  of  the  practice  of  Christian 
ministry  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  who  spoke  on  worship 
and  witness; 

/  The  Rev.  Emilie  M. 
Townes,  assistant  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  who 
spoke  on  hospitality  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  spiritual  discipline; 

/  Bishop  Norman  Hudson  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  South¬ 
ern  Africa,  who  contrasted  the 
organization,  ordination  and 
spiritual  formation  practices  of 
his  church  with  those  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
North  America. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Minnesota's  largest  UM  church  votes  to  welcome  gays 
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By  W1LLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— After  a  long 
process  of  study,  Minnesota’s  largest 
United  Methodist  congregation  has 
decided  to  declare  itself  an  “inclusive 
and  reconciling  congregation,"  mean¬ 
ing  that  it  will  seek  to  include  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

The  decision  of  3,000-member 
Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  underscores  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  commitment  to  “minister  to  all 
persons  regardless  of  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence,”  said  the  Rev.  David  Tyler 
Scoates,  senior  minister. 

In  question,  however,  is  whether 
the  congregation  will  become  the 
second-largest  United  Methodist 
congregation — after  5,000-member 
Glide  Memorial  UMC  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco — to  join  the  denomination’s 
“Reconciling  Congregations”  pro¬ 
gram,  which  at  present  includes  64 


local  churches. 

Although  the  Hennepin  Avenue 
church  voted  to  be  “inclusive  and 
reconciling,”  it  does  not  meet  tech¬ 
nical  requirements  of  the  program 
that  requires  congregations  to  adopt 
language  explicitly  welcoming  gays 
and  lesbians. 

Affirms  participation 

Despite  the  absence  of  that  lan¬ 
guage,  Dr.  Scoates  said  the  decision 
clearly  means  that  Hennepin  church 
“affirms  the  participation  of  gays 
and  lesbians  as  part  of  this  congre¬ 
gation”  and  that  it  will  work  “to 
heal  the  gulf  between  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  gay  and 
lesbian  members.” 

According  to  Dr.  Scoates,  the 
church  took  its  position  not  with  an 
eye  toward  joining  the  Reconciling 
Congregations  program  but  simply 
to  define  its  ministry.  Dr.  Scoates 


said  the  broad  language  was  used  so 
as  to  avoid  putting  gays  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  “in  an  awkward  position  to 
highlight  them  as  odd  and  unique.” 

The  declaration  was  adopted  by 
the  congregation’s  administrative 
council  after  a  program  of  Bible 
study  aimed  at  interpreting  what 
the  Scriptures  have  to  say  about  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  The  studies  were  led 
by  a  United  Presbyterian  minister, 
the  Rev.  Lindsay  Louise  Biddle. 

Dr.  Scoates  said  he  had  urged  the 
study  in  early  1992  to  prepare  Hen¬ 
nepin  members  for  a  report  dealing 
with  homosexuality  considered  by 
the  General  Conference  that  year. 

Endorsed  previous  stance 

The  general  conference,  he  noted, 
essentially  reaffirmed  a  previous 
position  that  the  church  must  min¬ 
ister  to  gays  but  not  endorse  their 
lifestyle.  It  also  held  that  gay  mar¬ 


riages  should  not  be  sanctioned  and 
that  openly  gay  persons  should  not 
be  ordained  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministry. 

In  a  sermon  on  May  16,  Dr. 
Scoates  said  what  the  congregation 
wants  to  say  by  the  administrative 
council’s  action  is  that  “we  are  not 
in  a  position  of  judging,  condemn¬ 
ing  or  intimidating  anyone. 

"We  believe  we  are  called  by 
Christ  to  embrace  with  love  all  of 
God’s  children  and  we  are  to  join 
hands  and  work  together  in  the  name 
of  Christ  to  try  to  make  this  a  better 
place  in  which  all  of  us  can  live.” 

Dr.  Scoates  said  in  an  interview 


that  he  expected  the  congregation  to 
lose  members  as  a  result  of  the  ac¬ 
tion.  He  also  expects  to  hear  from 
some  United  Methodist  and  other 
clergy  who  will  be  upset. 

But,  said  Dr.  Scoates,  "We  don’t 
see  ourselves  as  crusaders — we  are 
just  doing  what  we  feel  Christ  wants 
us  to  do.  People  are  more  important 
than  principles." 


PEW  CUSHIONS 

custom  tilled  lot  youf  pews  horn  an  excellent  selection 
ot  fabrics  and  colors  Free  quotations' 
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write  or  call 

Waggoners,  Inc. 

PO  Bo«  '054  Hulchinson  KS  6750' 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-642-3739 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permaneni  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab 
“  nc  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  SaiislacKbn 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

SPEAKERS  SOUGHT:  United  Methodist 
speakers  for  the  49th  year  of  "The  Protestant 
Hour”  radio  series  are  being  sought  among  cler¬ 
gy  from  the  church’s  North  Central,  Northeast¬ 
ern  and  Western  Jurisdictions.  Audition  tapes 
and  other  materials  must  be  submitted  before 
July  15.  Entries  will  be  rated  on  creative  con¬ 
tent,  style,  voice  and  skill  in  speaking  on  radio. 
Materials  should  be  sent  to  William  R.  Rich¬ 
ards,  United  Methodist  Communications,  P.O. 
Box  320,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

NAME  CHANGED:  The  Evangelical  Co¬ 
alition  of  United  Methodist  Women — an  infor¬ 
mation  source  for  interested  women — has 
changed  its  name  to  RENEW.  The  new  name  is 
an  acronym  for  Resourcing,  Enabling  Network 
for  Evangelical  Women.  RENEW  Director  Faye 
Short  says  the  group  remains  a  network  among 
United  Methodist  women. 

DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE:  The  Rev. 

Jerry  D.  Elrod,  pastor  of  Desert  Skies  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  recently  re¬ 
ceived  a  distinguished  service  award  from  the 
National  Council  on  Disability.  The  award  is 
for  services  rendered  on  behalf  of  people  with 
disabilities. 

MAGAZINE  AVAILABLE:  Practical 

tips  are  available  to  all  graduating  high  school 
seniors  and  first-year  college  students  in  “Ori¬ 
entation  ’93,”  an  annual  magazine  from  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville.  In  its  1 5th 
year  of  publication,  the  48-page  periodical  seeks 
to  help  students  adjust  to  college  life  and  deals 
with  social,  political  and  spiritual  issues. 

THE  PEOPLE  CONNECTION:  Simp¬ 
son  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  will  host  the  grand  opening  of  the  People 
Connection  on  June  5,  in  a  local  mall.  Ed  Fen- 
stermacher,  the  congregation’s  director  of 
church  growth,  said  the  People  Connection  is  a 
store  that  “connects”  people  with  themselves, 
others  and  God  through  a  variety  of  service-ori¬ 
ented  ministries.  Sponsored  in  cooperation  with 
Calvary  Chapel,  also  in  Fort  Wayne,  the  store  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  in  that  city  to  offer  such 
ministries  in  a  mall  setting. 

KENNEDY  ON  VISN:  The  Vision  Inter¬ 
faith  Satellite  Network  will  air  a  one-hour  retro¬ 
spective  in  June  on  the  life  and  work  of  Sen. 
Robert  Kennedy,  who  was  assassinated  25  years 
ago.  The  program  will  air  June  9,  11  and  15 
(check  local  listings).  “RFK:  A  Vision  for  Amer¬ 
ica”  is  being  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  in  cooperation  with  VJSN 
and  with  John  Seigenthaler,  chairman  of  the 
First  Amendment  Center  and  aide  to  Kennedy 
when  he  was  U.S.  attorney  general. 

THEOLOGICAL  BOOKS:  a  shipment 
of  theology  books  from  Minnesota  United 
Methodists  has  been  received  with  gratitude  by 
members  of  the  Georgian  Orthodox  Church  in 
the  Soviet  city  of  Tbilisi.  Patriarch  Ilia  II  of  the 
Georgian  Orthodox  Church  thanked  members 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lind- 
strom,  Minn.,  for  books.  The  Rev.  Randall  Jay 
Cirksena,  Jr.,  pastor,  said  another  shipment  will 
be  sent  this  summer.  The  seminary  is  supported 
through  Advance  No.  01 1538-4. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Zimbabwe  president  to  speak  at  Africa  U. 


By  HEATHER  PECK 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Zimbabwe’s  president,  Robert 
Mugabe,  will  address  at  least 
4,000  people  expected  to  attend 
the  formal  opening  of  Africa 
University  in  Mutare,  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  in  April  1994. 

Mr.  Mugabe’s  address,  formal 
dedications  of  buildings  and  the 
inauguration  of  the  school’s 
chancellor  and  vice  chancellor 
April  22-24  will  mark  the  official 
launch  of  the  first  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  college  in  Africa. 

United  Methodist  groups  plan¬ 
ning  to  attend  the  opening  cere¬ 
mony  should  make  plans  now 
because  of  limited  hotel  space, 


Emilio  de  Carvalho  John  Kurewa 


said  the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson, 
executive  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  in  Nashville. 

After  being  in  planning  stages 


since  1988,  Africa  University 
opened  in  spring  1992,  and  has 
65  students  in  two  faculties  (col¬ 
leges) — theology  and  agriculture. 

Weekend  events  will  include  in¬ 
augurations  of  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Emilio  J.  M.  de  Carvalho 
(Western  Angola  Area)  as  the 
university’s  chancellor  (chair  of 
the  board  of  directors)  and  of  the 
Rev.  John  W.  Z.  Kurewa  as  vice- 
chancellor  (university  president). 

Dr.  Kurewa,  Bishop  de  Carvalho 
and  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  Kulah  of  Liberia  also  will 
speak  at  the  opening  ceremony. 
The  two  African  bishops  devel¬ 
oped  the  idea  of  Africa  University, 
which  was  approved  as  a  world¬ 


wide  United  Methodist  initiative 
by  the  1 988  General  Conference. 

Other  events  scheduled  for  the 
1994  weekend  event  include: 

•  Dedication  of  the  university 
bridge  by  representatives  of  the 
Central  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence; 

•  Dedication  of  the  university?s 
entryway  by  the  North  Central 
New  York  Annual  Conference; 

•  Opening  of  the  new  on-cam¬ 
pus  Cokesbury  book  store; 

•  Performances  by  choirs  from 
Gordon  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Nashville,  and  the 
Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  three  African  choirs. 

Travel,  housing  and  tour  infor¬ 


mation  related  to  the  official  uni¬ 
versity  opening  is  available  from 
James  Salley,  assistant  vice  chan¬ 
cellor,  Africa  University,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0871. 

In  conjunction  with  the  opening 
event,  a  consultation  of  African 
United  Methodist  clergywomen 
will  begin  April  24. 

The  gathering  is  co-sponsored 
by  Africa  University  faculty  of 
theology  and  the  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry. 

Preceding  the  1994  weekend 
event  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  sponsor  a  wom¬ 
en’s  leadership  conference  for 
clergywomen  and  laywomen. 


|  Do  teens  believe  in  religion? 


Today's  young  people  grow  up  in  an  increasingly  violent  and 
turbulent  society.  Do  teens  believe  religion  helps?  The  results 
were  mixed  when  more  than  500  teenagers  were  asked: 

Can  religion  answer  today's  problems... 


J  -about  drugs  and  alcohol?  □  58%  said  yes 
A^lsexual  issues-  ADS,  abortion?  55%  said  v« 

fr _ , 

marriage  and  divorce?  ZJ  54%  said  yes 


morality  in  government? 


world  problems  like  war? 

Soiree :  The  George  H  Gakp  titerrational  hstttule 

UMR 


' Revival  of  Hope'  aids 
in  anti-drug  ministries 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Recent  Gal¬ 
lup  Polls  showed  that  three- 
fourths  of  church  members 
consider  alcohol  and  drug  abuse 
a  top  national  problem,  but 
more  than  75  percent  said  their 
local  congregations  fail  to  ad¬ 
dress  such  issues. 

To  help  Christians  respond  to 
substance  abuse  in  their  homes 
and  communities,  four  Method¬ 
ist  denominations  have  pro¬ 
duced  “Revival  of  Hope,”  a 
series  of  drug-  and  alcohol-edu¬ 
cation  resources. 

The  first  age-level  resources 
for  adults  and  children  are  now 
available,  nearly  18  months  af¬ 
ter  an  introductory  piece  for  lo¬ 
cal  churches  was  released. 
Resources  for  youth,  will  be 
available  in  July. 


More  than  1,700  “Revival  of 
Hope  Church  Guide  Packages” 
have  sold  since  January  1992, 
said  the  Rev.  Larry  Tyler-Way- 
man,  series  editor  and  program 
coordinator. 

The  guides  help  congrega¬ 
tions  or  church-based  task 
forces  develop  support  pro¬ 
grams  according  to  the  needs  of 
the  people  in  their  churches  and 
communities. 

Revival  resources  are  funded 
by  a  pan-Methodist  coalition 
with  representatives  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church  and 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Resources  may  be  ordered 
from  Cokesbury,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0801. 


AIDS  turns  life  into  nightmare 
for  prominent  Baptist's  family 


Baptist  Press 

NASHVILLE — The  Rev.  Jim¬ 
my  Allen,  a  former  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  president, 
thought  he  left  seminary  with 
God  in  his  pocket — a  fix-it  God 
he  could  capture  in  a  Sunday 
morning  sermon. 

But  in  the  middle  of  a  distin¬ 
guished  career,  he  and  his  wife, 
Wanda,  became  wrapped  in  a 
nightmare. 

Their  youngest  son’s  entire 
family  got  AIDS,  and  a  panicked 
Disciples  of  Christ  church  kicked 
them  out.  A  baby  grandson  died. 
So  did  the  baby’s  mother. 

Just  when  Dr.  Allen  thought  it 
couldn’t  get  any  worse,  their  mid¬ 
dle  son  also  contracted  AIDS. 

Teaching  at  Vanderbilt 

Dr.  Allen,  now  a  Georgia  pas¬ 
tor,  is  wrapping  up  an  academic 
year  as  a  visiting  scholar  at  Van¬ 
derbilt  University’s  First 
Amendment  Center. 

"I  don’t  know  nearly  as  much 
about  God  as  I  did  after  semi¬ 
nary,”  he  says.  “But  what  1  have 
learned  about  God  is  so  real  it 
takes  your  breath  away.  Some¬ 
times  you  learn  about  God  only 
through  suffering,  things  you 
learn  no  other  way.” 

The  Allens’  son  Scott’s  wife, 
Lydia,  died  of  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome  last  year  af¬ 
ter  receiving  a  transfusion  of 
contaminated  blood  10  years  be¬ 
fore.  Their  two  grandsons  were 
bom  with  the  disease;  one  died 
in  1986. 

Unrelated  to  that  tragedy,  their 
son,  Skip,  also  contracted  AIDS. 
Skip  Allen  is  gay,  a  lifestyle  his 
father  doesn’t  accept. 

Intensifying  the  hurt  even 
more,  Dr.  Allen  saw  a  string  of 
churches  abandon  his  loved  ones 
when  the  Allens  needed  the 
church  most. 


Their  youngest  son's 
entire  family  got  AIDS, 
and  a  panicked  church 
kicked  them  out.  A 
baby  grandson  died.  So 
did  the  baby's  mother. 


Scott  Allen,  an  ordained  Bap¬ 
tist  minister  working  at  a  Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ  church  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,  had  to  resign  in 
1985  when  the  senior  minister 
learned  that  Scott’s  wife  and  sons 
were  struggling  with  AIDS. 

“That  was  the  most  excruciat¬ 
ing  pain  of  all — seeing  that  those 
churches  were  unable  to  muster 
the  courage  to  do  the  hard  thing, 
the  threatening  thing,  and  follow 
the  Founder,”  said  Dr.  Allen. 

Dr.  Allen  was  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  president  in  1978, 
the  last  one  considered  a  moder¬ 
ate  leader  before  conservatives 
took  control  of  the  body. 

“1  don’t  ask,  ‘Why  us?’  ”  said 
Dr.  Allen. 

Life  in  twisted  world 

“We  live  in  a  twisted  world  with 
a  twisted  genetic  code,  and  we 
make  mistakes  with  each  other. 
But  God  promises  to  walk  with  us 
through  it.” 

Dr.  Allen  has  managed  to  hang 
onto  his  faith  and  even  go  deeper 
into  his  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ. 

Not  so  his  son  Scott,  37,  who 
watched  his  wife  and  their  infant 
son  die  of  AIDS. 

Scott,  who  never  contracted  the 
disease,  has  given  up  organized 
Christianity  and  now  lives  in  Dal¬ 
las  with  his  son,  Matthew,  10,  who 
has  AIDS. 

“I  certainly  made  great  at¬ 


tempts  to  make  sense  of  their 
deaths,”  Scott  Allen  said  in  a 
phone  interview  from  Dallas. 

“But  I  finally  decided  I  don’t 
have  to  have  an  answer.  There  is  a 
preciousness  to  life,  and  there  is 
suffering,  and  both  fit  into  the 
flow  of  life.” 

At  the  center  of  family  concern 
now  is  Matthew,  who  has  weak¬ 
ened  lately  but  still  attends 
school  and  has  defied  doctors’ 
predictions  of  an  early  death. 

“He  knows  there’s  a  God  and 
that  he’ll  be  with  his  brother  and 
mother  if  he  dies,”  Scott  Allen 
said. 

Matthew’s  illness  made  several 
churches  balk  at  embracing  the 
family  because  of  concerns  about 
his  mixing  with  other  children. 

“You  rescue  good  out  of  evil. 
A  lot  of  churches  that  rejected 
them  were  forced  to  confront 
their  fears  and  now  have  policies 
regarding  people  with  AIDS,” 
Dr.  Allen  said.  “But  it’s  too  late 
to  undo  the  wound  in  Scott’s 
life.” 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  in  1 600-member  church.  Excellent  facilities, 
including  gym.  Need  experience  in  medium  to 
large  church;  ability  to  direct  youth  choir  desired 
but  not  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
with  references  to:  Sr.  Pastor,  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church,  10010  Anderson  Mill  Road, 
Austin,  TX  78750. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  ACTIVITIES. 
Strong  program  needs  visionary  leadership.  Large 
church  with  marvelous  new  facilities  including 
gymnasium.  Highland  United  Methodist  Church, 
1901  Ridge  Road.  Raleigh,  NC  27607-3198. 


MANAGER  FOR  CETA  CANYON  Methodist 
Camp,  Happy,  TX.  NWTX  camp  and  retreat 
center.  Major  responsibilities:  capital  fund  rais¬ 
ing  and  managing  facility.  Development  and 
camping  ministry  background  preferred.  Submit 
letter  of  interest,  resume,  and  references  to:  Lou¬ 
ise  Schock.  1415  Ave.  M,  Lubbock,  TX  79401. 
Application  deadline  July  10. 


PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Growing 
550-member  church  in  Northwest  Austin  with 
outstanding  music  program  that  includes  adult, 
youth,  and  childrens  choirs  seeks  applicant  who 
appreciates  a  variety  of  musical  styles.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  salary  history,  and  letter  outlining  your  ex¬ 
perience  in  church  music  worship  by  6/30/93  to: 
Dr.  Thomas  L.  Loftin,  Covenant  UMC,  4410  Du¬ 
val  Road,  Austin.  TX  78727.  (512)  346-3124. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH/CHILDREN’S  Director. 
Small  United  Methodist  church  near  Baton 
Rouge  and  Hammond.  Write:  Greensburg  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  96,  Greensburg,  LA  70441 . 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 
First  UMC.  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas.  TX  75201. 
Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer  by  June 
25th. 


BUSINESS  MANAGER  OF  THE  GENERAL 
Conference  and  Manager  of  Support  Services  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion.  Working  knowledge  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Three  (3)  years  experience  in  Human 
Resources  and/or  in  meeting  planning.  Bachelor's 
degree  required;  master’s  preferred.  Concentra¬ 
tion  in  human  resources  and/or  business  admin¬ 
istration  preferred.  Certified  meeting  planner 
desired  (may  be  obtained  after  employment).  Ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Apply  by  letter  and  resume  to: 
General  Secretary,  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evans¬ 
ton.  IL  60201.  Deadline  June  21,  1993.  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 


POSITION  OPEN:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Direc¬ 
tor  for  1600-member  church  with  active  youth 
program.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to: 
Lakewood  UMC.  1922  Topf  Road,  North  Little 
Rock,  AR  72116.  Phone  (501)  753-6186. 


ARCHIVIST/RECORDS  ADMINISTRATOR 
for  the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  of  The  UMC,  Madison,  NJ.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  write  to  the  Search  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  127,  Madison,  NJ  07940.  Applications  are 
invited  until  August  15,  1993.  The  General  Com¬ 
mission  is  an  Affirmative  Action,  Equal  Employ- 
ment  Opportunity  Employer. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH  Ministries 
Director.  Woodland  United  Methodist  Church, 
Wichita,  Kansas  is  searching  for  a  full-time 
Christian  Education/Youth  Ministries  Director 
or  two  part-time  persons.  400  +  members.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Woodland  UMC,  1606  Payne,  Wichita, 
KS  67203.  (3 16)  265-6669. 


NURSE  III.  TEXAS  DEPARTMENT  OF  Health 

is  recruiting  for  a  Nurse  III  (Field  Office  Nurse 
Manager)  to  be  headquartered  in  Sierra  Blanca. 
Vill  plan,  coordinate,  implement,  and  evaluate 
public  health  nursing  services  provided  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  families,  and  communities  in  Hudspeth 
County.  Responsible  for  coordination  of  compre¬ 
hensive  client  services  and  supervision  of  staff 
for  one  field  office  and  two  satellite  clinic  sites. 
Requires  license  to  practice  as  an  R.N.  in  Texas, 
plus,  three  (3)  years  of  full-time  paid  employment 
as  a  practicing  registered  nurse.  Requires  50% 
travel.  Salary:  $2,638.00/month  plus  excellent 
benefits.  Resumes  not  accepted.  For  additional 
qualifying  options  and  applications,  contact: 
Doralene  Lassiter.  R.N.  (915)  729-4275.  Posting 
No.  93-R03-G087.  Closing' date:  6/30/93.  AA/ 
EOE. 


NURSE  III.  CHALLENGING  AND  rewarding 
position  for  dedicated  R.N.  with  Texas  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  Clinic  in  Mexican  border  town  of 
Presidio,  Texas.  Comprehensive  public  health 
programs.  PRN#  93-R03-0078.  Cosing  date:  6/ 
30/93.  Write  or  call:  Doralene  Lassiter,  RN,  (915) 
729-4275,  P.O.  Box  478,  Marfa,  TX  79843,  or 
Sister  Nancy  Hansen.  RN,  P.O.  Box  909,  Presi- 
dio.TX  79845.  (915)  229-3481. 


MEDIA  DIRECTOR:  VIDEO,  AUDIO,  Direct¬ 
ing,  producing,  still  photography,  special  promo¬ 
tions.  Send  resume  with  references  to:  Tom  Junk, 
FUMC,  1 1 1 5  S.  Boulder,  Tulsa,  OK  74 1 1 9. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  FULL-TIME  position 
open  FUMC  of  Coral  Gables,  Florida.  Average 
attendance  is  500,  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Kevin  Levengood,  FUMC,  536  Coral  Way, 
Coral  Gables,  FL  33134. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRY  po¬ 
sition  available  July  1,  1993.  Full-time  innova¬ 
tive  and  creative  person  with  experience  desired 
to  work  in  multi-staffed  5200-member  church. 
Degree  in  Christian  Education  preferred.  Total 
compensation  negotiable  based  on  experience 
and  education.  Send-  resume,  statement  of  faith, 
and  personal  testimony  to:  Search  Committee, 
Geri  Coen,  Chairperson,  Asbury  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  5838  S.  Sheridan  Road,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. 


STRESS?  12  PASTORS  SOLVE  YOUR  STRESS 
problems  in  unique  book  “Overcoming  Stress." 
Mail  $  1 1 .00  to:  Welstar  Publications,  P.O.  Box 
85.  New  York.  NY  10033. 


"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi- 
dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 


ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $  1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). • 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer- 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort. 
For  groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 
Lodging  (now  with  more  showers!).  5 1 0.50  tick¬ 
ets,  and  meals  all  included!  Call  (501)  253-8418 
today! 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 
2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  'A  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405;  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 


FULL-TIME  DISTRICT  SINGLES  Cooperative 
Coordinator  position  available  North  Dallas  area 
August  15th.  Seeking  creative,  energetic  leader. 
Dcvclop/coordinate  spiritual,  social,  service  pro¬ 
grams  for  singles  cooperative  chartered  with  nine 
UM  churches.  District  Superintendent  provides 
administrative  oversight.  Ten-member  coopera¬ 
tive  council  provides  programmatic  vision,  direc¬ 
tion.  Resumes  by  July  2:  Shelem  Net  Personnel 
Committee,  1309  Blum  Court,  Flower  Mound, 
TX  75028. 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME 
CE/program  staff  person.  Growing  church  in 
Austin,  Texas  in  quality  public  school  district. 
Salary  according  to  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Resumes:  Westlake  UMC,  1460  Red  Bud 
Trail,  Austin,  TX  78746. 


Like  it  cold  and 
dark?  Alaska  has 
mission  for  you! 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska — Two 
“special”  volunteers  are  being  sought 
by  the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference. 

One  is  needed  for  one  year  begin¬ 
ning  this  summer;  a  second,  from  No¬ 
vember  until  May,  according  to  the 
Rev.  James  A.  Campbell,  director  of 
the  conference's  council  on  ministries. 

“We  are  looking  for  persons  sen¬ 
sitive  to  native  culture  who  are  will¬ 
ing  to  live  and  work  with  native 
people  in  the  remote  village  on  the 
Yukon  River,”  said  Mr.  Campbell 
of  the  one-year  assignment. 

They  “must  be  able  to  cope  with 
isolation,  extreme  cold  and  an  ex¬ 
tended  period  of  darkness.  We  are 
looking  for  persons  with  real  inner 
strength  and  compassion  willing  to 
commit  to  this  effort,”  he  added. 

Provided  are  a  rustic  one-room, 
log-cabin  parsonage  with  electricity 
but  no  running  water  and  a  stipend 
for  food  and  fuel. 

A  seven-month  volunteer  pastor 
is  needed  at  Trapper  Creek,  120 
miles  north  of  Anchorage  on  the 
highway  to  Mount  McKinley. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  it  is  a  remote 
settlement  with  a  subsistence 
lifestyle.  A  parsonage  and  $500  per 
month  stipend  for  food  and  fuel 
will  be  provided. 

Further  information  is  available 
from  the  Rev.  Carol  Ann  Seckel, 
Superintendent,  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference,  3402  Wesleyan  Drive, 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99508-4805. 


New  from 

Westminster/John  Knox  Press 

Divorcing  with  Dignity 

Mediation;  The  Sensible  Alternative 
Tim  Emerick-Cayton 
Foreword  by  Carl  D.  Schneider 
“A  practical  book  filled  with  basic  information....  Excellent 
addition  to  church  libraries  and  the  pastor’s  resource  shelf.” 

— Andrew  D.  Lester 

With  case  examples  of  those  who  have  experienced  success¬ 
ful  mediation,  the  author  shows  how  mediation  reduces 
costs,  hostility,  and  confusion.  Paper  $9.99 

Legal  Issues  and  Religious  Counseling 

Ronald  K  Bullis  and  Cynthia  S.  Mazur 

“This  book  will  become  the  legal  authority  for  all  those  who  are  engaged 

in  the  church’s  ministry  of  helping  and  healing.”  — Charles  Jaekle 

This  much-needed  book  offers  a  current  description  of  how  religious  counselors 

and  clergy  become  legally  vulnerable.  Paper  $  1 1 .99 


Introducing  an  important  new  series — 

Family  Living  in  Pastoral  Perspective 

The  first  book  in  the  series — 

Leaving  Home 

Herbert  Anderson  and  Kenneth  R  Mitchell 
The  “. . .  authors  craft  creative  pastoral  responses  to  sup¬ 
port  both  those  who  leave  and  those  who  remain  behind.” 
— James  D.  Whitehead  and  Evelyn  Eaton  Whitehead 
This  book  helps  clarify  what  is  at  stake  in  the  complex 
process  of  leaving  home  -  a  significant  pan  of  forming 
an  individual  identity.  Paper  $9.99 
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At  your  bookstore,  or  call  toll  free  1-800-227-2872 
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Bishop  Oden  announces  1 993-94  Conference  appointments 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announced  ministerial  appointments  Thursday, 
June  10,  at  the  close  of  the  23rd  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  and  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  June  7-10.  The  appointments  be¬ 
came  effective  after  the  closing  Conference  session.  Ministers  will  move  to 
their  appointments  Tuesday,  June  15. 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . C.  Gerald  Richardson  3 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island .  J.  Edwin  Dilworth  8 

Berwick,  First . Barbara  S.  Duke  I 

Bnggs . James  F.  Haynes  PM  8 

Dulac,  Clanton  Chapel . (Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PTLP)  5 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity . (Robert  A.  Walmsiey  FTLP)  3 

First-McGowen  . William  A.  Rowell  2 

Houma: 

First  . Alan  D.  Einsel  2 

Houma  Heights-Gibson . ', . T.B.S. 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . (James  N.  Kirk  PTLP)  4 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary . (Gordon  L.  Smith,  Sr.)  2 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . 

St.  Peter-Godman . 

Krotz  Springs- Lottie.  Wilson  Memorial 
Lafayette 


.  (Fulton  A.  Raymond.  Sr.) 

. .  (Eddie  Francis) 

. Ned  Stout  R 


.  Jack  D  Phelps 

First  . . 

. Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Mallalicu-St.  James . 

. Charles  E.  Evans  PM 

Matthews,  Memorial-Bayou  Blue  . 

. (Gregory  C.  Litsey  FTLP) 

Morgan  City: 

Walmsley-Mason . 

Napoleonville,  Wesley- Woodlawn . 

...  (Dan  Washington,  Jr.,  PTLP) 
. (Albert  Holland  FTLP) 

New  Roads: 

Opelousas: 

St.  Mark . 

Point  Coupee  Circuit: 

St.  Martinville.  Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion  . 

Thibodaux: 

. Le Baron  Taylor  OD 

Magnolia . . . 

. (Joseph  Holland  PTLP) 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Alexandria: 

Horseshoe  Drive-Hineston,  Fellowship ., 

. Larry  D.  O'Dell 

Newman . 

Trinity-Pleasant  Grove . 

Wilton . 

Atianta-Sanders  Chapel -St range  . 

Ball-Clear  Creek  . 

. . .  Isiah  M.  Lee,  Jr. 

. .  (Thomas  C.  Beeler  FTLP) 

. . (Dorothy  Johnson  PTLP) 

. . (Leon  L.  Zordan,  Jr.  PTLP) 

. (George  K.  Reech  11  PTLP) 

Boyce: 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Evergreen- 

Booneville.  Wesley  . . . 

Campti: 

. (James  E.  Ray.  Jr.  PTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

Greater  Colfax  Parish: 

Boyce.  Firat-Colfax,  First-Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 

Glenmora  . 

. (Jarrell  R.  Morgan  FTLP) 

Jonesville-Bethel  . 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  . 

. Rhonda  F.  Yonley  PM 

. James  W.  Jones 

Melder,  First-Sieper . 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks . 

.  (Lonnie  M.  Walding  FTLP  R) 

. .  James  A.  Graham 

Pineville: 

Associate  . 

Wesley-Alexandria,  St.  Mark's . 

. Jon  E.  Tellifero 

. Samuel  E.  Butler,  Jr.  OD 

Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Eden . 

Winnfield-Couley . 

. (David  Carlton  FTLP) 

. Byrd  L.  Terry 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent .  C. Richard  HofTpauir 

Baton  Rouge  Metropolitan  Area: 


Baker .. 

Bethel . 

Blackwater . 

Associate . 

Broadmoor . 

Associate  . 

Associate . 

Associate  . 

Associate  . 

Camphor  Memorial . . . 

Deerford-St.  Paul . 

Evangeline  . 

First  . 

Associate  . 

Associate . 

Associate  . 

Francis  Asbury . 

Genesis . 

Hughes  Memorial-Andrews  Chapel . 

Ingleside . 

Jefferson  . 

Jordan-Maringouin,  St.  Peter . 

LeJeune  . . 

Magnolia . 

Neely . 

St.  Andrew's . 

St.  John's . 

Associate  . . 

St.  Luke's  . 

St.  Mark . 

Wesley . 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University  . 

Associate . 

Zachary: 

First  . . . . . 

Jackson  Chapel-St.  Peter . 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove . 

Clinton: 

Clinton-Clear  Creek . . . 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . 

Donaldsonville: 

First  . . 

St.  Peter-Belle  Rose.  St.  James  . . 

Gonzales . . . . 

Jackson-Ethel . . 

Plaquemine: 

First-Grand  River . . 

Hurst-St.  Luke  . 

Port  Allen.  Scott-Shiloh  . 

Prairieville: 

Carpenter's  Chapel . 

Meadows  Chapel  . . . . 

Rosedale.  Hartzell . . . 

St.  Amant,  Faithful-New  River . 

St.  Francisville . 


. Kenneth  C.  Duke,  Sr.  PM  4 

. J.  Penn  Morgan  2 

.  Kirby  A.  Vining  3 

. Thomas  E.  Dolph  1 

.  Charles  B.  Simmons  4 

.  Kenneth  M.  Carroll  3 

. Karl  S.  Klaus  I 

.  Michael  J.  Wetbey  PM  3 

. Donald  J.  Hall  R  1 

. Roger  D  Lathan  2 

. John  C.  Coker,  Sr.  5 

.  Carol  S.  Winn  4 

. Christopher  H.  Andrews  5 

. William  L.  Youngblood  2 

. Lorris  M.  Wimberly,  Jr.  5 

. Franklin  P.  Poole  1 1 

.  Frank  B.  Akin  2 

. Mary  S.  Baugh  3 

. William  J.  Miller  24 

. . Timothy  E.  Lawson  4 

.  John  R.  Johns 

. Clarence  L.  Hillard 

(Larry  L.  Freeman,  Sr.  PTLP) 

. (Wayne  Howington  FTLP) 

.  Arnold  V,  Brown 

. Rod  Kennedy 

. .  Donald  K.  McDowell 

. J.  Albert  Trickett  R 

. Michael  T.  Head 

. Randall  E.  Campbell 

.  Freddie  C.  Henderson 

.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

. Mark  Bray  PM 


. James  W.  Mitchell 

. (Laurence  E.  Hall  R) 

. (Willie  Laws  PTLP) 

.  J.  Thomas  Logan 

.  (Henry  Louis  Jones  PTLP) 

.  Stephen  C.  Fleming 

.  (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP) 

. Samuel  D.  Reeves 

. Randall  B.  Scrivener 


. . Weldon  C.  Bares  3 

.  (Thomas  A.  Wesley  PTLP)  10 
, .  Robert  Williams  6 

. (J.  Monroe  Wilkes  R)  5 

. T.B.S. 

. Carolyn  A.  Stokes  2 

. (Jay  V.  Daigle  FTLP)  18 

. (Harold  B.  Babin  FTLP)  22 


Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . (L.  Darwin  Brecheen  PTLP)  5  Bogalusa: 

Spillman.  New  Hope-Concord . T.B.S. 

Tunica  . . . T.B.S 

Wilson.  Wesley-Asbury-Mt.  Carmel  . . .  (Joseph  E.  Moore  PTLP)  10 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Distnct  Superintendent . J.  Lawrence  Maddin  1 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier .  (Joseph  L.  Rountree)  1 

Church  Point-lota-Maxie .  (Fred  M.  Fraser)  2 

Crowley.  First . Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  3 

DeQuincy,  First .  Mark  B.  Benge.  Sr.  3 

DeRidder: 

First 

Co-Pastor . John  N.  Williams 

Co-Pastor . Marie  P.  Williams 

Wesley-Merryville  . Alfred  C.  Bakewell,  III 


Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove  . 
Eunice,  First-  Villc  Platte  . 

Fairview-Sweetlake  . . 

Gueydan-Kaplan . 

Hayes . 


.  (Lionel  J.  Marcel) 

. Gary  L.  Van  Horn 

. (A.  Richard  Poss) 

. James  R.  Schaub 

. (Ray  Leidig  PTLP) 


Lake  Arthur-Crowley,  Wesley . 

Lake  Charles: 

First  . 

. (Glynn  L.  Foreman  FTLP) 

. Steven  M.  Spurlock 

Minister  of  Visitation . 

. J.  Henry  Bowdon.  Jr.  R 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove  . 

Korean . 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskins  Chapel  ... 

.  (Isaac  G.  Moon  FTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

Sulphur: 

Welsh: 

First-Jenmngs,  Trinity . 

.  H.  A.  Hamngton,  Jr. 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity .  Darlene  Moore-James 

Westlake . Larry  D.  Norman 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . J.  Philip  Woodland 

Baskin . T.B.S. 

Bastrop: 


First-Collinston  . . 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge  . 
Mt.  Olive-St.  James  .... 


.  Larry  D.  Robertson 

. B.  Ramon  Warren 

.  (Robert  Addison  FTLP) 


Covington: 

Denham  Springs: 

First  . 

Franklinton: 

Hammond,  First . 

. Charles  B  Humphreys 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon  . . 

.  James  Patric  Upton  OD 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel  . 

Mandeville.  St.  Timothy- 

.  TBS 

Ponchatoula: 

Slidell: 

. Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr. 

Associate  . 

. Gary  D.  Willis 

.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

. (E.  Guy  Rand  FTLP) 

. (Nolan  Robinson  PTLP) 

.  (William  Johnny  Clark  PTLP) 
. (Betty  H.  Hoffman  FTLP) 


Hartzell  Mt.  Zion . 

Springfield: 

First-Huff  Chapel-Maurepas  .... 

St.  James-Newell . 

Talisheek  . 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge . 

Ticltfaw,  Nesom  Memorial- 

Pine  Grove . 

Vamado-Sun-Bush  . . 

Walker: 

First-Mangum  Chapel . Ted  D.  Freeland 

Friendship-Corbin .  (Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  PTLP) 

Watson,  Live  Oak .  Howard  B.  Childs 


.  (Michael  G.  Barton  FTLP)  I 
.  Karl  D.  Wood  24 


Distnct  Supenntendent 

Ansley-Anlioch . 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah  . 

Arizona  . 

Athens  Circuit . 

Bemice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Beulah -Indian  Village  . 

Bienville . 

Centerpoint-Quitman  . 

Chatham-Concord . 

Choudrant-Douglas . 

Clay . 

Cotton  Valley  . 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

. James  M.  Poole 

.  (Homer  V.  Bailes  R) 

. Douglas  B.  deGraffenned 

. (William  J.  Maxey  PTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

.  Carolyn  P.  Volentine 

.  Andy  R.  Hunt 

. (Cecil  C.  Mims  R) 

.  Scott  L.  Edenfield  PM 

..  (Owen  H.  Peyton.  Sr.  FTLP) 
.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot  R 
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2 

. T.B.S. 

5 

Columbia-Hebert  . 

. M  C.  Cady 

2 

5 

Crew  Lake-Little  Creek-Union . 

2 

5 

Delhi-Crowville . 

.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

2 

3 

. T.B.S. 

2 

Ferriday-Clayton . . . 

.  Karen  F.  Davis 

3 

Harmony  Chapel . 

. Floyd  R.  Whatley  OD 

1 

Kilboume-Locust  Grove . 

1 

1 

.  George  B.  i  unningnam 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel,  Homer . 

Jonesboro  . 

3 

4 

1 

Monroe: 

First  . 

. John  M  Lee 

3 

Lisbon . 

. .  (John  R.  Oldham  R) 

Minister  of  Visitation . 

.  (Robert  E.  Hollis) 

.  J.  P  McKeithcn  R 

2 

Manon-Bird's  Chapel . 

. . (L.  Alton  Peel  FTLP) 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial . 

. David  F.  Fortuna 

2 

Minden: 

Associate  . . . 

. (Linda  K.  Shepherd  FTLP) 

1 

First  . 

Memorial-Oak  Ridge . 

3 

19 

Reveille . 

Pilgrim  Rest  . 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . 

3 

St.  Paul . 

.  (Davis  W.  Clark  PTLP) 

2 

New  Church . 

3 

St.  Paul's . 

2 

2 

Ruston: 

Faith- Wesley  Chapel . 

2 

Newellton . 

.  Kenneth  M.  Graham 

5 

Oak  Grove-Forest 

. (Ronald  J.  Easterling  FTLP) 

2 

1 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge . 

6 

4 

St.  Andrew's-Bartholomew  . 

2 

2 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley . 

2 

Sicily  Island-Hamsonburg . 

Springhill-Sarepta 

Co-Pastor . 

3 

Tallulah  . . . 

Vidalia . 

Washington  Circuit  . 

. John  E.  Scarf 

2 

. .  Kathryn  J  Dauphin 

6 

. Joe  A.  Hoover 

. . .  (Joe  Brown  FTLP) 

25 

Co-Pastor . 

. . Ronald  D.  Dauphin 

5 

2 

West  Monroe: 

1 

Claibome-Wilhite . 

. John  W.  Guyre 

1 

Faith  . 

Ricky  L  Willis 

1 

3 

First  . . . 

. .  Ray  R.  Sptller 

2 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel  . 

Associate  . 

. (Lou  Ann  Hollis) 

1 

10 

McGuire  . 

. Richard  T  Stiltner 

2 

‘  Woodlawn . 

1 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . 

. Douglas  R.  Foreman 

. T.B.S. 

5 

3 

Wisner . 

Logansport-Bethel . . 

. E.  Beniamin  Fant 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

Distnct  Supenntendent . Carole  Cotton-Winn 

Belle  Chasse-Marrero.  St.  James . J.  David  Mitchell  PM 

Buras.  Tnnity-Hope  Chapel  . (Mark  E.  Crosby  FTLP) 

Chalmette,  St.  Bemard-Arabi  . Elswood  J  Martin 

Convent.  St.  James-Ninde  Chapel  . (Curtis  Johnson  PTLP) 

Destrehan.  St.  Charles .  Mark  R.  Martin 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle . Howard  L.  Hudson.  Jr. 

Gretna: 

Boynton  . 

Gretna . 

Hahnville.  St.  James . 

Kenner 

First  . 

Messiah-Spamsh . 

Thomas . 

LaPlace.  First-Lutcher . 

Luting . 

Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzales.  St.  Landry 
Metairie: 


2 
7 
2 
5 
4 
2 

. John  D.  V.  Hamilton  1 

. Lewis  L.  Olmsted  2 

(Bany  A.  Whittington  PTLP)  2 

. (Danyl  A.  Tate)  1 

. Marta  L.  Sanfiel  10 

(Leslie  M.  Taylor.  Sr.  PTLP)  2 

.  William  M.  Jacocks  1 

. M.  Ray  Holt  1 

(Gregory  McClay,  Sr.  PTLP)  3 


Munholland . 

Associate  . . 

Associate . 

St.  Matthew's . 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers.  First  . . . . 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . . 

Aurora . 

Bethany  . 

Brooks . 

Carrollton-Metaine  . 

Cornerstone . 

Felicity . . 

First  . . 

First  Street . . . . 

Associate  . 

Grace . . 

Hartzell  . . 

Haven  . 

Jefferson  . 

Korean . 

LaHarpe-Thompson  . 

Lake  Vista . 

Mount  Zion  . 

Napoleon  Avenue-St.  Mark's . 

Parker  Memorial . 

Peck  . 

Peoples . 

Philips  Memonal-Shaw  Temple  .. 

Rayne  Memorial . 

Ross-Wilhams . 

St.  Luke's . 

St.  Paul . 

St.  Philip-John  Wesley . 

Trinity  of  Gentilly  . 

Trinity- Wesley . 


. T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr. 

.  Wybra  J.  Price.  II  PM 

.  Ramonalynn  Bethley  OD 
. William  I.  Eubanks 


.  L.  Andy  Foreman  2 

. . Andrew  J.  Douglas  6 

. . W.  Odell  Simmons  2 

. Kenneth  M.  Fisher  4 

. . Lance  E.  Brown  PM  I 

. . James  F.  Comer  2 

. .  Thomas  L.  Howe.  Jr.  4 

. (Marva  L.  Mitchell  FTLP)  5 

. . Kenneth  R.  Jones  8 

.  Abraham  E.  Davis  20 

.  (Nicolas  Estirveme  PTLP)  I 

. Robert  F.  Hamngton  R  I 

.  (James  S.  Davidson  R)  2 

.  Russell  L.  Jones  16 

. Rebecca  D.  Conner  PM  3 

. Chang  Kyu  Lee  10 

. . . William  L.  Jones  3 

. Leland  D.  Wade 

. Lelsie  P.  Norris 

.  Jeffery  D.  Conner  PM 

. W.  Craig  Gilliam  OD 

.  McKinley  Franklin 

. Graham  P  Matthews  OD 

.  (Percell  Church,  Sr.) 

. George  A.  Duerson 

. (Burnell  Bell  FTLP)  10 

. Wesley  C.  Reagan  2 

.  Robert  W.  Bengtson  2 

.  (Walter  B.  Pennington  PTLP)  3 

. Timothy  M.  Smith  2 

. (Ulysee  Stephens  FTLP)  5 


Longst  reet-Shiloh-Keatchie 

Mansfield.  First-Grand  Cane . 

Many-Bayou  Scie  . 

Mooringsport-Oil  City-Belcher . 

Wcsley-Rosa-James  Chapel-St.  Matthew . 

New  Light-Bradford  Chapel . 

Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel  . 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican  . 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-Bonchest-Fairview 

Shady  Grove-Jewella . 

Vivian . 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble  . 

Shreveport-Bossier  City: 

Asbury . 

Barksdale . . . 

Blanchard . 

Bossier  City.  First  . 

Associate . 

Associate  . 

Broadmoor . 

Associate . 

Associate  ... . 

Associate  . . 

Associate  . . . 

Caddo  Heights-Haughton . 

Christ . 

Associate . 

Ellerbe  Road . 

Fairfield-Faith  . 

Fellowship . 

Grace  Community . 

Keithville . 

Lakeview . 

Love  Chapel . 

-  Mangum . 

McDonald . 

Momingside-Cedar  Grove 
Mt.  Zion-Johnson  Chapel  . 

Noel  . 

Associate . 

Associate . . . 

North  Highlands . 

St  James-Round  Grove .... 

St.  Luke's  . 

St.  Paul . 

Shreveport.  First . 

Associate  . 

Associate . 

Associate  . 

Minister  of  Music . 

Scholar  in  Residence  ... 

Summer  Grove . 

Associate  . 

Trinity . 


.  (Chris  A.  Blanchard  SLP) 

. Richard  H.  Humphnes 

.  Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

.  Jose  Garcia 

. Nathan  Daniels,  Jr. 

.  (Levi  Moore  PTLP) 

. A.  Swindell  Hodges.  Jr. 

.  Roy  E.  Mouser  R 

. (Oscar  E.  Player) 

. Willie  L.  Henry 

.  Robert  Townsend 

. Walter  L.  Parr.  Jr. 


. Jerry  G.  Hilbun  5 

.  Paul  D.  Davis  5 

. Ellen  B.  Montegudo  PM  5 

.  R.  Larry  Stafford  3 

. (H.  Austin  Smith  R)  6 

. Daniel  P.  Gleason  PM  2 

. William  D.  Peeples  2 

.  Ellen  Alston  2 

. Bryan  S.  Dauphin  2 

. George  F.  Pearce.  Jr.  R  12 

.  Benedict  A.  Galloway  R  6 

.  Kathy  A.  Clark-Dickens  2 

. J.  Roddy  Taylor  2 

. A.  Trent  Palmer.  Ill  5 

(James  A.  Van  Hook.  Jr.  PTLP)  5 
...  (Willie  E.  Jackson.  Jr.  FTLP)  5 

. Gregory  R  Davis  4 

. Robert  A.  Weber  2 

. Gifford  N  McCall  OD  5 

. Conrad  P  Edwards  2 

. (John  H.  Lavo)  6 

. Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  3 

. (Clyde  T.  Smith  PTLP)  3 

. J.  Van  Dickens,  III  2 

.  (Donny  R.  Nedd  PTLP)  2 

. Grayson  B  Watson  2 

. Barry  Hoekstra  PM  2 

.  Garland  Dean.  Jr.  R  6 

. James  R.  McLelland  4 

. Marcell  A.  Johnson  PM  2 

. A.  Wayne  Evans  4 

. George  L.  Thomas  4 

.  R.  Pat  Day  1 

.  Brian  R  Barron  PM  2 

. . Barry  E.  Hughes  PM  2 

. William  F.  Mayo  R  8 

(Will  Andress  PTLP)  22 


....  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb  R 

. Willis  W.  Dear 

. Terry  A.  Love  PM 

,.  (Carl  D  Munyon  PTLP) 


NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III 

Amite-Independence . G.  Lairy  Maxwell,  Sr. 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak- 

Mary's  Chapel . (Oscar  Tippin.  Jr.  FTLP) 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTION  AL  STRUCTURE 

Conference  Staff 

Executive  Director  of  Admin.  Services/ 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician . . . Stone  W.  Caraway  BR 

Executive  Director  of 

Council  on  Ministries . .  Donald  C.  Cottrill  BRH 


Executive  Director  of  Council  on  Ministries 

La.  United  Methodist  Foundation  .  Kenneth  R.  Reed  BR  4 

Director  of  Special  Ministries/ 

Institutional  Development  . George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.  BR  2 

Director,  Educational  A 

Worship  Ministries.  COM . Leslie  N.  Akin  BR  3 

Director  of 

CrossLines  Ministry,  COM  . Elizabeth  T.  Irvine  OD  BR  6 

Director  of  Parish  Development 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness . John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  NO  4 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 
Area  Secretary, 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries . Julius  Jefferson  LC  6 

Staff  of  Jurisdictional  Agencies 
Executive  Director  of 

South  Central  Jurisdiction .  L.  Ray  Branton  SH  2 

Missionaries 

United  Theological  College, 

Bangalore,  India  . Carlos  A.  Welch  AL  7 

Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological 
Schools  and  Other  Educational  Institutions 

Asst.  Dean  of  the  Chapel/Director 

Religious  Life.  Duke  University .  Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC  3 

Prof,  of  Social  Ethics, 

Candler  School  of  Theology .  Theodore  R.  Weber  NO  36 

Director,  Washington 

Theological  Consortium  .  David  G.  Trickett  NO  6 

Asst.  Professor  of  Theology. 

St.  Joseph’s  Univ.,  Philadelphia,  PA . Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  1 

T.  L.  James  Professor  of  Religion/Chap. 

A  Chp.  Dept.  Religion, 


...  Robert  Ed  Taylor  SH  33 
Jayne  T  rammell-Kelly  SH  2 
.  Samuel  S.  Hook  SH  2 


.  Linn  Miller  Caraway  SH  12 


..  .  Herbert  M.  Scott  SH 
.  W  Dwight  Ramsey  SH 


...  (E.  Andrew  Goff  FTLP)  RUS  1 

. .  Andrew  R.  Hurst  RUS  3 

.  Wayne  G  Taylor  LC  1 1 

.  James  E.  Wilson  MON  25 

.  Roger  Templeton  PM  AL  2 

. TBS 

.  Carolyn  A.  Stokes  BR  2 

.  Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  II 

John  M.  Higginbotham.  Jr.  NO  6 

.  R.  Don  Ross  AC  16 

. Dale  E  Branch  NO  4 


Centenary  College 

Director.  CSCC  Program,  Centenary  . 

Vice-President.  Centenary  College . 

Assoc.  Dean/Comrounity  Life. 

Perkins . . 

Emory  Univ  Campus  Ministry. 

Atlanta.  GA  . 

CIS  Consortium  . . . 

Campus  Ministers 

Gramblmg  State  University . 

Louisiana  Tech  University  . 

McNeese  University . . 

Northeast  Louisiana  University . 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University ... 

Southeastern  Louisiana  University  ... 

Southern  University . 

TUCM-LSU  . 

Tulane  University . . . 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 

UNO.  SUNO.  Delgado  . 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 
Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

Veterans  Admin.,  Alexandria . . . Thomas  M.  Babington.  Ill  AL  27 

US  Air  Force  . .  John  G.  Whitley  BR  10 

Coord.  Treatment  Center.  Outpatient  Gen  Psy.  Serv.. 

VA  Hospital.  NO . . Clarence  G.  Fuller  NO  14 

US  Navy . Robert  G.  Rowland  NO  19 

Correctional  Institutions  Chaplaincy 

Dixon  Correctional  Institute .  Bertrand  Griffin  BR  1 7 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organization* 

and  Other  Related  Ministries 

Social  Worker  Therapist,  Green  Oaks  Hospital 

at  Medical  City,  Dallas .  M.  Theresa  McConnell  AL  1 

Chaplain,  East  La.  State  Hospital,  Jackson . Walter  C.  Worthy  R  BR  23 

Chaplain,  SC  Dept.  Youth  Services . Howard  D.  Ellzey  BR  21 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General 

Hospital  . ...., . . . . Stephen  C.  Fleming  BR 

Scope  Ministries,  Opelika,  AL  . John  Howard  Sewell  BR 

Director,  United  Methodist  Mission  Center 

of  Baton  Rouge .  Mary  S.  Baugh  BR 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles . David  DeWitt  LC 

Chaplain,  Community  Hospice,  Phoenix,  AZ .  S.  Kemper  Smith  LC 

Director.  Peoples  Community  Center . (Marva  L.  Mitchell  FTLP)  NO 

Chaplain/Director  Past.  Care, 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital .  Paul  G.  Durbin  NO  18 

Chaplain,  Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hospital . Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  12 

Chap./Past.  Counselor,  Ec.  Center 

for  Rel.  &  Health,  San  Antonio,  TX .  Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  7 

Wesley  Community  Center,  Atlanta-General  Board 

of  Global  Ministries . William  C.  Taylor  NO  1 1 

Past.  Counselor,  Bohlen  A  Assoc., 

Springfield,  IL . Roy  B.  Nash  NO  4 

Clinical  Dir.  Pastoral  Counseling  Center, 

Southern  Baptist  Hosp.,  NO . M.  Douglas  Ezell  NO  2 

Director  of  Development, 

Methodist  Children's  Home . August  E.  Aamodt  RUS  8 

Chaplain/Director  of  Pastoral  Care, 

Methodist  Children's  Home . William  H.  Willi*  RUS  5 

Assistant  Administrator. 

United  Methodist  Home  . 

Evergreen  Ministries . 

Shreveport  Family  Counseling  Center 

Family  Counseling  A  Children's  Services .  K.  Dale  Hensarl'ing  SH 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY 
USUALLY  EXTENDED  THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Exec.  Dir.  Creative  Min.  Assoc., 

Durham,  N.C . Cathy  S.  Carlson  MON  1 

Assistant  Dean  of  Students, 

University  of  Wisconsin  . William  D.  McLean  RUS 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENT  TO  OTHER  VALID  MINISTRIES 

Project  Supervisor,  Sager-Brown  Center  for 

Enabling  Ministries  .  Donald  R.  Morgan  AC 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . John  G  Deschner  PM  AC 


Douglas  T.  Williams.  Jr.  RUS 

. R.  Stephen  Casey  SH 

Charles  B.  Roper  SH 


Gammon  Theological  Seminary  . 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology  . 
Candler  School  of  Theology  . 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  . 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  .. 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  .. 

Duke  University.  C.P.E . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  .. 
Disability  Leave 

Disability  Leave . 

Disability  Leave  . 

Disability  Leave  . 

Disability  Leave  . 

Disability  Leave . 

Disability  Leave  . 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence  . . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence  . . 

Deaconess 
Deaconess  .. 


2 

.  James  F.  Haynes  PM  AC  2 

. Walter  Lee  Parker  Jr.PM  AC  2 

. C  Frances  Johnson  PM  BR  I 

. Virginia  D.  Millet  PM  BR  1 

. Richard  M.  Boyett  MON  2 

.  Ellen  Blue  MON  2 

. Curtiss  D.  Eden  PM  NO  1 

Richard  J  Weihing.  Jr.  PM  NS  1 

.  Scott  L.  Edenfield  PM  RUS  I 

.  Rebecca  Aist  SH  4 

. Chris  Blanchard  SH  2 

. Mary  Irby  SH  2 

. Terry  Love  SH  3 

. Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL  1 3 

. D.  Dale  Lyons  BR  1 1 

. Gilbert  Wade  BR  3 

. Gary  Lee  Elliott  MON  2 

...  (S.  Alvin  Mayo  FTLP)  RUS  6 
.  Dorothy  McGowen  RUS  2 


.  Douglas  L.  Davis  AL 

...  Robert  K.  Martin  PM  AL 

. L.  Chris  Curry  BR 

,  Kathy  H.  Schafthauser  BR 

.  Joseph  M  Donakey  BR 

.  Richard  L.  Behling  AC 

...  C.  David  Billings.  Jr.  NO 
.  William  Blakely  SH 


.  Evelyn  Murphree  R  NO 

Diaconal  Ministers 

Director  of  Christian  Education, 

FUMC,  Houma  . Barbara  C.  Einsel  AC 

Director.  Child  Development  A  Membership  Cultivation, 

Univereily.  BR .  Lind*  Fo*  BR 

Director,  Christian  Education,  Broadmoor,  BR  . .  ....Sue  Kelly  BR 

Director  oTHusic,  Broadmoor,  BR  . . i...  J.  Sidney  Montegudo  BR 

Licensed  Mental  Health  Counselor, 

Oakdale  (Deaconess)  . Norma  Garlington  LC 

Director,  Conf.  Rel/Div.  of  Diaconal  Min., 

Nashville,  TN  . Joaquin  Garcia  MON 

Director  of  Music, 

Roger  Michael  Cloud  RUS 

. Suzanne  B.  Cate  SH 

.  Charlotte  T.  Brent  SH 

. Regina  Wren  SH 


Trinity  UMC.  Ruston . 

Director  of  Music.  Noel  . 

Minister  of  Education.  St.  Luke's . 

Director  of  Noel  Neighborhood  Ministries 

Transferred  lo 

Ronald  Pat  Day . 6-1*93. 

Scott  Edenfield  (PM) . 6-1-93. 

Samuel  S.  Hook . .  6-1-93. 

Karl  Sherman  Klaus . 6-1-93. 

Isaac  G.  Moon . 6-1-93. 

Transferred  Out 

Thomas  Dunbar . . . 6-1-93 

Quinton  J.  Gibson.  Sr . 

Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr . 


. .  Texas 

. . Texas 

....  Tennessee 
.  North  Texas 
. . Georgia 


..... .  Texas 

6-1-93 .  Central  Texas 

6-1-93 . Kansas  East 
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Can  a  tithe  eveif  go 
into  bankruptcy? 


Suppose  your  financial  obliga¬ 
tions  outstrip  your  income.  What 
would  you,  as  a  Christian,  do  about 
your  church  pledge? 

A  Minnesota  bankruptcy  case  has 
drawn  national  attention  to  just 
such  a  situation.  A  court  ordered  a 
suburban  Minneapolis  church  to  re¬ 
turn  a  $13,450  tithe  pledged  by  a 
member  couple  before  they  filed  for 
bankruptcy.  But  the  couple  had 
continued  to  pay  the  pledge  even  af¬ 
ter  gaining  the  court's  protection 
under  the  laws  of  bankruptcy. 

It’s  difficult  not  to  focus  on  the 
case’s  church-state  implications,  since 
the  conflict  of  moral  versus  legal  con¬ 
texts  lies  at  the  heart  of  the  dispute. 

While  the  church-state  issue  seems 
certain  to  be  revisited  as  the  case 
moves  through  appeals,  we  think  the 
case  raises  a  caution  flag  for  Chris¬ 
tians  on  another  level — specifically 
about  practicing  good  stewardship  in 
all  meanings  of  that  word. 

This  is  especially  timely  in  light 
of  our  nation’s  uncertain  economic 
condition  in  which  filings  for  bank¬ 
ruptcy  are  all  too  common. 

On  the  theory  that  any  time  is  a 
good  time  for  individuals  and  con¬ 
gregations  alike  to  assess  their  fi¬ 
nancial  obligations,  we  offer  these 
perspectives  as  starters: 

Christians  hold  resources  in  trust 
for  God. 

Jesus  talks  more  about  the  man¬ 
agement  of  money  as  a  resource  of 
God  than  about  any  other  subject. 
His  parable  of  the  good  steward  of¬ 
fers  one  excellent  model  for  order¬ 
ing  financial  affairs. 

In  particular,  we  must  maintain 
control  of  our  own  financial  affairs 


Editorial 

so  that  we  can  apply  Christian  val¬ 
ues  to  the  disbursement  of  funds. 
The  alternative  is  to  submit  control 
to  a  legal  system  wherein  our  Chris¬ 
tian  ethics  of  stewardship  aren’t 
necessarily  determinative. 

Christians  must  play  by  the  rules. 

There  are  times — often  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  some  catastrophe — when 
bankruptcy  or  debt  reorganization 
is  the  only  way  out. 

In  that  instance,  Christians  must 
submit  all  their  financial  control  to 
an  outside  authority  until  debts  and 
pledges  can  be  cleared.  Particularly, 
we  think  it  unethical  and  immoral 
for  Christians  to  seek  the  protection 
of  bankruptcy  proceedings  and  then 
try  to  evade  those  rules.  This  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  Jesus’  telling  his  follow¬ 
ers  to  “render  unto  Caesar  the 
things  that  are  Caesar’s.” 

Christians  should  remember  the 
Ultimate  Owner. 

Neither  individuals  nor  congrega¬ 
tions  can  claim  unilateral  “owner¬ 
ship”  of  their  resources  under  a 
God  who  owns  all. 

One  frequent  mistake  is  to  equate 
our  “gifts”  to  our  church  with  mon¬ 
ey  alone.  In  fact,  one  lesson  we  can 
learn  from  those  economically  dis¬ 
advantaged  in  our  society  is  that 
one  also  can  tithe  of  one’s  time  or 
tangibles  other  than  money. 

While  humans  may  devalue  such 
gifts,  Scripture  tells  us  that  they,  as 
part  of  creation's  sacredness,  are 
equally  honorable  to  return  to  the 
Creator. 


We  people  of  faith 
must  save  our  cities 


By  PETER  SUN 

Our  office  is  in  the  heart  of  San 
Francisco. 

Tourists  from  around  the  world 
stroll  about  in  this  neighborhood. 
The  languages  they  speak  are  many 
and  varied. 

Among  the  tourists  can  be  found 
another  population  of  people:  En¬ 
glish-speaking  U.S.  citizens  who  are 
poor  and  homeless  and  must  resort 
to  begging  in  the  street.  These 
Americans  have  no  homes;  they  are 
hungry,  they  are  sick;  they  have 
nothing  and  they  are  ignored — by 
local  residents  and  tourists  alike. 
They  are  people  no  one  cares  about. 

These  faceless,  ignored  people, 
like  all  U.S.  citizens,  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  various  layers  of  gov¬ 
ernment — local, 
state  and  feder¬ 
al — yet  virtually 
nothing  is  being 
done  by  these  gov¬ 
ernments  to  help 
lift  them.  There 
are  many  churches 
in  San  Francisco, 
yet  how  many  are 
involved  in  minis¬ 
tering  to  the  needs 
of  the  homeless? 

San  Francisco’s 
Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  shining 
example  of  a 
church  doing  some¬ 
thing  about  the  ,  ^  . 

problem.  Glide  ' ne  city's  needs 
provides  hot  meals  three  times  a  day 
every  day  for  hundreds  of  indigent 
people.  But  even  Glide  has  its  limita¬ 
tions.  There  are  simply  too  many 
needy  people  in  our  city  for  one 
church  to  take  care  of. 

Homelessness  and  hunger  are  not 
unique  to  San  Francisco.  Hundreds 
and  thousands  of  hungry,  sick, 
needy  people  wandering  the  streets 
and  public  places  is  a  picture  re¬ 
peated  throughout  the  nation.  It  is 


'Just  war  theory'  is  no  longer  valid 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Peter 
Sun  is  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Federation 
of  Asian-Amerlcan 
United  Methodists. 


to  be  found  in  New  York  City,  in 
Chicago,  in  Los  Angeles,  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  in  every  city,  large  and 
small,  across  the  country. 

In  terms  of  how  bad  off  many 
people  are,  American  cities  are  de¬ 
teriorating  and  dying.  More  and 
more  people  are  becoming  more 
and  more  desper¬ 
ate,  helpless  and 
hopeless. 

For  more  and 
more  people,  sim¬ 
ple  human  dignity 
is  becoming  a  luxu¬ 
ry,  as  unavailable 
as  the  expensive 
goods  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  exclusive 
Union  Square 
stores. 

Given  the  plight 
of  U.S.  cities, 
what  is  the  role  of 
The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church? 
How  should  the 
■  ,,  „  church’s  urban 

don  t  go  away.  ministries  be  de. 

fined?  How  should  United  Method¬ 
ists  respond  to  one  of  the  most 
urgent  domestic  problems  today? 

Bishops  are  the  leaders  of  our 
church.  We  therefore  call  upon 
them  to  bring  their  offices  to  bear  in 
motivating  the  church  to  respond  to 
urban  homelessness  and  hunger.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  the  mission  of  the  church  is 
to  care  for  all  of  God’s  children. 
That  includes  the  legions  of  “face¬ 
less”  people  we’d  prefer  to  ignore. 


I  was  very  interested  in  the  UMR 
editorial  of  May  7.  It  was  a  thought¬ 
ful  and  well-written  article,  and 
there  were  things  in  it  I  agreed  with. 

However,  I  feel  that  Christians 
should  by  now  have  rejected  the  “just 
war”  theory  as  being  no  longer  valid 
for  the  20th  century.  Surely  Christian 
scholarship  and  faith  have  evolved 
beyond  the  notion  that  we  can  accept 
war  as  ever  justifiable. 

Look  at  the  first  criteria:  “A  le¬ 
gitimate  authority  must  declare 
war.”  President  Bush  was  the  com- 
mander-in-chief  of  the  American 
military  force,  he  had  the  authority 
of  Congress  and  the  support  and  au¬ 
thority  of  the  United  Nations  when 
we  attacked  Iraq.  However,  many 
of  us  felt  that  was  not  a  “just  war.” 

The  fifth  criteria  is  “The  war 
must  be  directed  against  unjust  ag¬ 
gressors,  not  against  innocent  peo¬ 
ple.”  We  weren’t  able  to  prevent  the 
killing  of  innocent  people  in  the  war 
in  Panama  or  in  Iraq.  I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  we  could  prevent  that  kind  of 
killing  and  suffering  in  a  war  in 
Bosnia  either. 

In  their  document  “In  Defense  of 
Creation"  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  rejected  the 
“just  war"  theory.  With  the  kind  of 
weapons,  both  nuclear  and  conven¬ 
tional,  which  we  now  possess,  “just 
war”  is  no  longer  acceptable  to  me 
as  a  Christian. 

I  realize  that  in  this  imperfect 
world  there  may  be  times  when  my 
country  will  again  take  up  arms 
against  another  people.  There  could 
even  be  a  situation  in  which  I  might 
pick  up  a  gun  and  kill.  But  let’s  not 
try  to  justify  our  actions.  Instead  let’s 
admit  that  we  have  sinned  against 
God  and  ask  for  forgiveness. 

Margaret  J.  Fertschneider 
Atascadero,  California 

'Just  war'  reflections 

The  May  7  editorial  asks  the 
question,  “Might  it  [a  new  “just 
war”  theory],  with  refinements  .  . . 
help  establish  the  possibility  of  a 
‘just  suicide’  or  ‘just  abortion’?” 
Using  the  criteria  of  the  “just  war” 

What  others 
are  saying 

“Our  business  is  to  change  the 
world  for  Christ!” 

— Malaysian  Methodist  Bishop 
Dennis  C.  Dutton. 

*  it  it 

“I  used  to  put  pastors  on  a  pedes¬ 
tal  until  I  started  working  with 
them.  Then  1  realized  that  they’re 
sinners  just  like  the  rest  of  us.  It’s 
good  to  have  company." 

— United  Methodist  layman  James 
S.  “Polly”  Poole  of  Atlanta. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


theory,  consider  the  following: 

•  A  legitimate  authority  must  de¬ 
clare  war.  In  the  case  of  suicide  and 
abortion,  the  “legitimate  authority” 
is  not  God,  the  nation,  or  the 
church,  but  rather  the  autonomous 
self.  Should  individuals  be  allowed 
to  declare  “just  war?” 

•  The  cause  for  war  must  be  just. 
In  the  case  of  suicide,  one  seeks  to 
improve  one’s  life  by  destroying  it. 
In  the  case  of  abortion,  one  seeks  to 
improve  (or  preserve)  one’s  life  by 
destroying  the  future  of  another. 

•  Intentions  motivating  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war  must  be  just.  In  both 
cases,  the  individual  sets  his  or  her 
own  standards  for  justice  (i.e.  it  is  a 
matter  of  “choice”).  The  motivat¬ 
ing  intentions  for  suicide  and  abor¬ 
tion  are  not  available  for  scrutiny. 

•  There  must  be  the  probability  of 
success.  Both  suicide  and  abortion 
move  against  a  defenseless  enemy. 

•  The  war  must  be  directed  against 
unjust  aggressors,  not  against  inno¬ 
cent  people.  In  the  case  of  suicide, 
the  "aggressor”  is  also  the  one  wag¬ 
ing  “just  war.”  The  ally  and  the  en¬ 
emy  are  one  and  the  same.  The  just 
is  simultaneously  the  unjust.  In  the 
case  of  abortion,  who  is  the  aggres¬ 
sor?  Who  holds  the  knife?  The  fe- 

Welcome  to  new 
readers  in  Dallas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new 
readers  some  530  families  of  Arapa- 
ho  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

This  congregation  is  the  latest  to 
join  others  among  the  Reporter’s 
420,000  subscribers. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Texas,  we 
say,  “Welcome  aboard.”  We  hope 
you’ll  find  the  Reporter  interesting 
and  informative.  We  also  hope  you’ll 
join  with  other  readers  in  responding 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to 
the  Editor,”  “Here  I  Stand,”  “My 
Witness,”  and  “FaithLine.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say,  “Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.” 


tus?  Admittedly,  if  a  pregnancy 
threatens  the  mother  with  death, 
the  roles  are  reversed. 

•The  good  achieved  by  war  must 
outweigh  its  harm.  Both  actions  re¬ 
move  one  life  from  the  future  of  hu¬ 
man  civilization.  Are  we  able  to 
predict  what  good  or  evil  that  life 
would  have  produced?  Both  actions 
deny  the  possibility  for  God’s  grace 
and  redemption. 

John  P.  Feagins 
Dallas,  Texas 

We're  too  political 

Our  church  is  beginning  to  take 
too  much  of  a  political  role  when  a 
spiritual  role  is  more  important. 

Too  many  boards  and  board  mem¬ 
bers  seek  only  to  promote  their  own 
political  views — which  may  be  con¬ 
trary  to  those  of  many  members,  and 
in  some  cases  the  majority  of  mem¬ 
bers.  This  only  divides  our  church 
and  costs  us  members  and  finances. 

Our  members  must  decide  which  is 
more  important:  church  agencies  and 
boards  that  work  on  pushing  political 
views  or  church  agencies  that  help  the 
needy  and  spread  the  Gospel. 

If  it’s  found  that  direct  aid  and 
Gospel  spreading  are  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  pushing  politics,  then  per¬ 
haps  our  church  should  consider 
scaling  back  much  of  its  political  ac¬ 
tion  and  the  agencies  and  boards 
that  administer  such  action. 

Glenn  H.  Coffey 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 


My  Witness 

Our ' growth ' 
is  more  than 
numbers 

By  JIM  RANSOM 

Church  growth  is  not  always  de¬ 
pendent  on  numbers  of  members 
added  but  may  also  be  measured  by 
a  congregation’s  spiritual  strength. 

In  fact,  a  church  in  a  declining 
neighborhood  may  actually  show  a 
loss  in  numbers  yet  still  experience 
“growth”  by  its  measure  of  minis¬ 
try.  There,  too,  we  should  acknowl¬ 
edge  “success.” 

From  my  years  as  a  pastor  I 
sensed  that  the  quality  of  ministry 
for  a  church  was  at  its  best  when: 

(1)  There  was  an  emphasis  on 
biblical  teaching  and  preaching  and 

(2)  A  deliberate  plan  of  pastoral 
concern  involving  both  the  pastor 
and  members,  including  ongoing 
visitation.  In  so  doing,  there  is 
“growth”  irrespective  of  numbers. 

One  major  strength  of  our  de¬ 
nomination  is  its  emphasis  on 
Scripture  as  a  source  for  authority 
and  truth.  This  we  need  to  capital¬ 
ize  on  when  we  speak  of  our  church. 

Most  folks  come  to  worship  ex¬ 
pecting  to  hear  from  God’s  word, 
the  Bible,  as  to  how  to  live  life  at  its 
best,  abundantly  and  eternally. 
Wherever  that  need  is  satisfied, 
there  is  sure  to  be  growth,  in  spirit 
if  not  in  numbers. 

The  second  emphasis  for  assuring 
church  growth  concerns  that  all-im¬ 
portant  feeling  of  belonging. 

At  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rome,  Ga.,  where  I  volun¬ 
teer  as  minister  of  evangelism,  we  put 
forth  every  effort  at  making  both  new¬ 
comers  and  oldtimers  feel  themselves 
as  family.  It’s  a  pastoral  emphasis  in¬ 
volving  laity  and  clergy  alike. 

Limited  by  my  disabilities,  I  find 
the  telephone  an  invaluable  tool  for 
pastoral  visitation,  and  anyone  can 
make  use  of  it. 

As  United  Methodists  we  have  a 
heritage  and  record  to  make  us 
proud.  Yet,  pride  is  not  our  goal, 
nor  is  church  growth  when  it  only 
represents  numbers.  Ours  is  to  lift 
up  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior  and 
let  Him  fuel  the  growth. 


The  Rev.  /Im  Ran¬ 
som  Is  a  retired  cler¬ 
gy  member  of  the 
North  Georgia  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 


Form  of  Note 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


“Therefore,  putting  away  false¬ 
hood,  let  every  one  speak  the  truth 
with  his  neighbor,  for  we  are  mem-  Flexible 
bers  of  one  another.”  _ 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Minimum  Investment 


Rate* 


4  year  term 


$100 
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1  year  term 


$100 
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$100 


2.50% 


L.  The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER. 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Ronald  P.  Patterson 
Publisher 
Daniel  J.  Louis 

General  Manager 


John  A.  Lovelace 
Editor 

Darrell  L.  Bryant 
Conference  Editions 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
Faith  Forum  Editor 

Kay  Fielder 
Local  Editions 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texes  ano 
New  Mexico,  Is  published  weekly  by  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce 
St..  Dellas,  Texes  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The 
Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's  gener¬ 
al  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  produce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  sig¬ 
nificance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  provide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  Information  and  view¬ 
points  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
newspaper's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  In  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the  author 
and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 


Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
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(Last  week's  answer  Romans  12:12) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  13 

Sunday:  Psalms  116:1-2 
Monday:  Psalms  1 16:12-19 
Tuesday:  Genesis  18:1-8 
Wednesday:  Genesis  18:9-15 
Thursday:  Romans  5:1-8 
Friday:  Matthew  9:35-38 
Saturday:  Matthew  10:1-8 


‘Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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IT'S  STILL  DENVER:  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conference  will  meet  in  the  “Mile- 
High  City”  in  1996  to  make  “the  strongest 
possible  witness  on  behalf  of  the  civil  rights  of 
all  people.”  Denver  was  reaffirmed  as  the  ’96 
conclave  site  June  5  by  a  unanimous  decision  of 
the  Commission  on  the  General  Conference. 
However,  the  commission  also  unanimously  au¬ 
thorized  the  planning  of  “witness  events”  that 
will  show  opposition  to  legislation  such  as  Colo¬ 
rado’s  Amendment  2  which  some  feel  limits  the 
civil  rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbians.  A  detailed 
report  on  the  decision  will  appear  in  the  next  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter. 

RESIGNING:  The  clergyman  who  has  been 
the  business  manager  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  for  20  years  has  resigned.  The  Rev. 
DeWayne  Woodring  told  the  Reporter  that  his 
full-time  work  as  executive  director  of  the 
2,000-member  interfaith  Religious  Conference 
Management  Association  has  increased  to  such 
a  point  he  can  no  longer  fulfill  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  position  as  well.  A  personnel  search  for 
Mr.  Woodring’s  successor  is  being  conducted  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  which  will  accept  applications  through 
June  21.  Interested  applicants  may  contact  the 
finance  council  for  qualifications. 


POSITIVE  THINKER:  Elizabeth  Dole, 

president  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  an  ac¬ 
tive  United  Methodist,  was  awarded  the  Nor¬ 
man  Vincent  Peale  Award 
for  Positive  Thinking  re¬ 
cently.  She  was  cited  for 
demonstrating  what  Dr. 
Peale  calls  “the  life-chang¬ 
ing  power  of  positive  think¬ 
ing.”  The  award  was 
by  Ruth  Stafford 
wife  of  the  95-year- 


Mrs.  Dole  old  New  York  minister  and 


author.  Ms.  Dole  and  her  husband,  Robert,  U.S. 
Senate  Republican  leader  from  Kansas,  attend 
Washington’s  Foundry  United  Methodist 
Church. 


NO  NUCLEAR  TESTING:  Two  United 
Methodist  social  action  leaders  have  asked 
President  Clinton  to  abandon  any  thoughts  of 
resuming  nuclear  weapons  testing  in  the  United 
States.  The  two  said  they  “were  are  gravely 
troubled”  by  news  reports  saying  that  Mr.  Clin¬ 
ton  has  been  urged  and  is  considering  resuming 
testing  sometime  after  July  1  when  the  current 
law  establishing  a  moratorium  on  weapons  tests 
expires.  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel,  president,  and 
the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  sec¬ 
retary,  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  said  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Clinton  that 
the  United  States  is  being  closely  watched  by 
other  nations  on  what  it  does  when  the  morato¬ 
rium  expires. 

PRESBYTERIANS  ELECT:  The  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.)  last  week  elected  a  chief 
spokesman  who  supports  the  church’s  ban  on 
ordaining  practicing  homosexuals  and  believes 
the  Bible  is  “clear  and  consistent”  in  condemn¬ 
ing  homosexual  behavior.  In  a  close  vote,  the 
Rev.  David  Lee  Dobler,  43,  pastor  of  Jewel  Lake 
Parish  Presbyterian  Church  in  Anchorage,  Alas¬ 
ka,  was  elected  moderator  of  the  denomination 
by  delegates  to  the  church’s  1993  General  As¬ 
sembly.  Under  Presbyterian  polity,  the  modera¬ 
tor  serves  as  the  church’s  presiding  officer  for 
one  year. 

TALKS  PROGRESS:  Lutheran-Episcopal 
relations,  stalled  by  balking  Lutheran  bishops, 
appear  to  be  moving  toward  a  vote  on  “full 
communion”  between  the  two  bodies  by  1997. 
Representatives  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  and  the  Episcopal  Church 
met  in  Milwaukee  recently  and  outlined  a  series 
of  steps  they  planned  to  take  to  “assist  the  two 
churches  in  understanding  and  moving  toward 
full  communion.”  The  two  communions  en¬ 
tered  into  limited  “altar  and  pulpit  fellowship” 
more  than  a  decade  ago  and  work  closely  on  a 
number  of  issues. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


. .  and  300  children  shall  lead  them' 


Methodist  pastor  quietly  trains 
South  African  peace  workers 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

In  the  town  of  Pinetown,  South 
Africa,  10  miles  west  of  the  major 
coastal  city  of  Durban,  300  chil¬ 
dren  march  into  a  church  sanctu¬ 
ary  for  morning  prayer  before 
their  daily  grade  school  classes. 

If  this  were  a  typical  private 
white  Christian  academy,  this 
scene  of  boys  in  their  blue  dress 
shorts  and  girls  in  their  gray 
jumpers  would  go  unnoticed. 

However,  this  school  educates 
whites  and  blacks  together  in 
South  Africa — almost  in  defi¬ 
ance  of  apartheid,  the  nation’s  le¬ 
galized  separation  of  races. 

Pride  of  the  church 

The  pride  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa,  this 
is  the  John  Wesley  School  of  the 
Pinetown  Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba,  South 
Africa’s  presiding  Methodist  offi¬ 
cer,  calls  the  John  Wesley  School 
“a  light  on  the  hill.” 

He  said  the  school  is  not  only 
“an  inspiration  to  the  community 
in  a  changing  social  and  political 
environment”  but  it  also  “fulfills 
an  almost  prophetic  role  in  herald¬ 
ing  the  Methodist  Church’s  return 
to  formal  education  after  the 
church's  forced  withdrawal  almost 
four  decades  ago.” 

That’s  when  the  South  African 
government  introduced  the  Ban¬ 
tu  Education  Act,  ruling  that  all 
schools  must  be  segregated.  Be¬ 
fore  then  the  Methodist  Church 


United  Methodist  Global  Gath¬ 
ering,  Mr.  Light  and  his  wife, 
Edna,  explained  the  new  chal¬ 
lenges  they  face  at  the  John  Wes¬ 
ley  School. 

They  hope  to: 

V  Offer  high-quality  educa¬ 
tion; 

/  Lay  the  foundation  for  a 
new  generation  of  innovative, 
creative  leading  citizens; 

V  Encourage  development  of 
normal,  healthy,  prejudice-free 
relationships  within  a  non-racial 
environment. 

The  school’s  educational  pro¬ 
gram  includes  pre-primary,  pri¬ 
mary  and  the  Sizanani  Extra 
Tuition  program,  a  supplemen¬ 
tary  education  program  for  non¬ 
white  high  school  children. 

“Sizanani”  is  a  Zulu  word  for 
“help  one  another.” 

The  John  Wesley  Primary 
School  was  started  by  the  major¬ 
ity-white  congregation  in  1977  in 
a  minister’s  garage.  It  was  moved 
to  the  church  in  1979  and  quick¬ 
ly  grew  to  75  children. 

In  1987 — in  defiance  of  apart¬ 
heid  policy — the  school  became 
multi-racial  and  began  being  at¬ 
tended  by  increasing  numbers  of 
black  children. 

After  obtaining  permission 
from  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment  to  use  vacant  property  near 
the  church,  the  school  opened 
more  grade  levels.  Today’s  300 
students  include  75  in  pre-school. 

Since  the  political  climate  is 
changing  in  South  Africa,  black 


in  Angola,  Zimbabwe,  Malawi, 
Mozambique  and  Namibia. 

Dr.  Dandala  said  the  church 
he  serves,  Central  Mission,  felt 
called  to  reach  out  to  workers 
who  live  in  the  men’s  hostels 
around  Johannesburg. 

Placed  by  apartheid  laws 

The  hostels  are  dormitory-like 
dwellings  for  men  who  are  for¬ 
bidden  by  apartheid  laws  from 
living  in  cities  where  they  work. 

Dr.  Dandala  has  held  services  at 
Central  Methodist  Mission  three 
times  for  men  from  the  hostels. 

Jacob  Dhlomo,  a  resident  of  the 
Jeppe  Hostel,  told  the  “City  Press" 
South  African  newspaper,  “We 
were  humbled  by  Rev.  Dandala’s 
offer  to  offer  us  the  use  of  his 
church.  Many  of  us  were  setting 
foot  in  a  church  for  the  first  time." 

The  South  African  pastor  said 
that  through  informal  chats,  com¬ 
munal  meals  and  other  meetings, 
the  men  were  beginning  to  discuss 
with  one  another  the  possibilities 
for  peace  in  South  Africa. 

Dr.  Dandala  told  the  Reporter 
that  initially  the  men  from  the 
hostels  were  quick  to  say  they 
would  not  apologize  for  their  in¬ 
volvement  in  violence  because 
they  were  merely  trying  to  “stop 
the  bloodletting"  of  fellow  South 
Africans. 

“One  day  one  of  the  men  asked 
me  for  my  opinion  on  whether 
there  would  really  be  peace  in  our 
country,”  Dr.  Dandala  told  the 
hushed  gathering  in  Nashville. 

“I  told  him  I  could  only  re¬ 
spond  as  a  Christian.  Then  I  told 
him  there  will  be  no  peace  in 
South  Africa  until  he  could  go  to 
someone  he  believes  to  be  his  en¬ 
emy  and  say  to  him:  ‘I  offer  you 
peace  in  the  name  of  Christ.’ 


Churches  seen  continuing  as  reconcilers 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  United  Methodist  minister 
recently  visited  South  Africa  to 
receive  a  first-hand  report  on 
that  nation’s  multiparty  political 
negotiation  process. 

The  Rev.  L.  Charles  Stovall, 
pastor  of  Camp  Wisdom  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  was 
in  South  Africa  at  the  invitation 
of  leaders  of  the  South  Africa 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  Af¬ 
rican  National  Congress.  The 
ANC  is  one  of  several  political 
groups  involved  in  peace  talks  in 
that  country. 


He  also  traveled  to  Central 
Methodist  Mission  in  Johannes¬ 
burg;  to  black  townships  and  to 
mission  programs  supported  by 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Stovall,  a  leader  in  multi¬ 
racial  work  in  Dallas  and  a  na¬ 
tional  board  member  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  said  he  thinks  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  South  Africa 
will  continue  to  be  agents  of  rec¬ 
onciliation,  as  in  the  Hostel  Resi¬ 
dents’  Peace  Initiative  (see  story 
above  right). 

He  said  he  thinks  the  churches 


also  will  continue  to  condemn  vi¬ 
olence,  including  violence  ig¬ 
nored  by  the  state,  and  will  work 
to  reduce  pre-election  tensions 
through  education. 

The  minister  emphasized  the 
importance  of  hostel  residents 
having  adopted  their  peace  ini¬ 
tiative  as  South  Africans  prepare 
for  the  first  government  election 
allowing  blacks  to  vote. 

A  tentative  election  date  of 
April  27,  1994,  is  expected  to  be 
confirmed  this  month. 

A  multiparty  election  with  can¬ 
didates  representing  various  in¬ 
terests  and/or  ethnic  groups  will 


be  futile,  he  said,  unless  South 
Africans  feel  it  is  safe  to  express 
their  right  to  vote. 

“For  example,  while  I  was  in 
South  Africa,  seven  children  be¬ 
ing  driven  to  school  were  shot  to 
death  in  an  ambush  by  persons 
who  are  suspected  of  being  from 
a  political  party  different  than 
the  adults  in  the  children’s  com¬ 
munity,”  said  Mr.  Stovall. 

“Black  South  Africans  have 
been  afraid  to  declare  the  party 
that  they  are  supporting,  because 
that  could  sound  a  death  toll  for 
them.” 


Not  since  1953  has  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa 
been  allowed  to  reclaim  preschool  and  primary  education  as  its 
ministry  rather  than  leave  that  to  the  nation's  racially  segregated 
government.  Pioneers  in.  the  venture  at  John  Wesley  School  are 
the  Rev.  Ray  and  Edna  Light  (see  accompanying  story). 
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South  African  minister  the  Rev.  H.  Mvume  Dandala  is  helping 
prepare  his  country  for  its  first  interracial  elections  by  teaching 
residents  of  men's  hostels  how  to  pursue  a  peace  initiative  (see 
accompanying  story).  Last  week,  South  Africa  announced  that 
the  election  is  tentatively  slated  for  April  27,  1994. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE  and 
DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editors 

As  outbursts  of  violence  contin¬ 
ue  to  cast  doubts  about  achieving 
a  stable  South  Africa,  a  Methodist 
minister  there  has  quietly  main¬ 
tained  a  nonpartisan,  inter-tribal 
initiative  to  keep  peace. 

The  Rev.  H.  Mvume  Dandala, 
pastor  of  Central  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  in  Johannesburg,  has  served 
as  a  facilitator  of  the  Hostel  Resi¬ 
dent's  Peace  Initiative  since  last 
December. 

Following  a  series  of  meetings 
at  the  1,000-plus-member  Cen¬ 
tral  Methodist  Mission  this 
spring,  men  who  were  said  to 
have  done  physical  harm  to  one 
another  on  the  basis  of  their  po¬ 
litical  beliefs  shook  hands  and 
pledged  their  support  for  peace. 

Cuts  across  party  lines 

South  African  news  reports  say 
24  men’s  hostels  are  participat¬ 


ing  in  this  program  that  cuts 
across  political  party  and  tribal 
lines.  Residents  of  the  hostels  are 
affiliated  with  such  rival  groups 
as  the  African  National  Congress 
and  the  Inkatha  Freedom  Party. 

The  men  also  adopted  a  “code 
of  conduct”  for  each  hostel.  The 
code  includes  requesting  the  men 
to  respect  a  person’s  right  to  a 
political  party  and  requesting 
men  to  refrain  from  attacking 
any  person  solely  on  the  grounds 
of  ethnic  or  tribal  background. 

During  a  recent  Nashville 
meeting  related  to  the  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  program 
(see  stories  elsewhere  in  this  is¬ 
sue),  Dr.  Dandala  told  of  the  role 
his  church  is  making  in  his  coun¬ 
try’s  peace  process. 

A  former  evangelism  secretary 
for  the  entire  Methodist  Church 
of  Southern  Africa,  Dr.  Dandala 
now  is  a  consultant  for  evange¬ 
lism  programs  for  four  other 
Methodist  denominations  in  his 
country  as  well  as  for  Methodists 


of  Southern  Africa  was  reported 
to  have  some  1 ,400  schools. 

“Black  education  has  been  se¬ 
verely  crippled,”  said  the  Rev. 
Ray  Light,  pastor  of  the  600- 
member  Pinetown  Methodist 
Church  since  1980.  “There  is  an 
enormous  backlash  about  the 
lack  of  education. 


“This  is  the  first  time  the 
church  has  deliberately  re¬ 
claimed  preschool  and  primary 
education  since  it  lost  that  claim 
in  1953  to  the  government.” 

Facing  new  challenges 

During  a  recent  trip  to  the  U.S. 
to  present  a  workshop  during  the 
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The  John  Wesley  School 
is  10  rrrfles  west  of  Durban. 
Central  Methodist  Mission, 
one  of  the  largest  churches 
in  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa,  is  in 
Johannesburg. 
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children  now  have  access  to  edu¬ 
cation  in  more  all-black  town¬ 
ships,  said  Mr.  Light 


Still  inferior  schooling 

“But  it  is  inferior  education 
and  very  overcrowded,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Light  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  proposed  new  constitu¬ 
tion  for  his  country  should  bring 
a  declaration  regarding  human 
rights  and  children’s  rights.  That 
would  ensure  more  educational 
opportunities  for  all  South  Afri¬ 
can  children. 

However,  it  will  still  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  heal  the  damage  of  40 
years  of  “Bantu  education,”  con¬ 
cluded  Mr.  Light. 

“The  situation  is  critical,”  he 
said,  “but  it  presents  an  exciting 
opportunity  for  the  church  to  re¬ 
cover  its  ministry  of  education.” 


Image . 

People’s  judgements  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Americans  mostly  say  they're  religious 


Among  adults  under  age  30,  47  percent  name  a 
Protestant  denomination  as  their  preference.  The 
number  increases  to  55  percent  among  those  of 
middle  age  and  to  63  percent  of  the  populace  age 
50  or  older. 


By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP  Jr. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 
Religious  News  Service 

Surveys  show  that  90  percent  of 
Americans  express  some  form  of  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation,  with  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  professing  to  be  Christians. 

According  to  latest  measurements 
by  The  Gallup  Organization,  ob¬ 
tained  through  more  than  14,000 
interviews  throughout  1992,  most 
(56  percent)  people  in  this  country 
name  one  of  the  many  Protestant 
denominations  as  their  preference. 
This  number  is  unchanged  from  the 
previous  year. 

One  person  in  four  is  a  Roman 
Catholic  (26  percent),  up  1  percent¬ 
age  point  from  1991. 

An  additional  1  percent  say  they 
are  members  of  an  Orthodox  faith, 
such  as  the  Russian  Orthodox  or 


Greek  Orthodox  churches. 

One  percent  of  the  populace  is 
Mormon  (Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints)  by  preference. 

Two  percent  of  the  population 
claims  Judaism  as  a  preference. 
This  level  has  been  unchanged  for 
the  past  several  years.  The  Jewish 
population  rises  to  4  percent  in  the 
eastern  region  of  the  United  States. 

Only  0.3  percent  of  the  adult  pop¬ 
ulation  state  that  Islam  is  their 
faith.  Another  0. 1  percent  say  they 
are  Hindus. 

The  South  is  a  Protestant  strong¬ 
hold,  with  70  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  naming  one  of  the  Protestant 
denominations  as  their  preference. 

Roman  Catholics  are  most  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  East  where  they  ac¬ 
count  for  38  percent  of  the 
population,  but  they  represent  less 


than  half  that  proportion  in  the 
South  (15  percent). 

Preference  for  Protestantism  in¬ 
creases  as  people  grow  older,  while 
that  for  Catholicism  declines. 

Among  adults  under  age  30,  47 
percent  name  a  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nation  as  their  preference.  The  num¬ 
ber  increases  to  55  percent  among 
those  of  middle  age  and  to  63  percent 
of  the  populace  age  50  or  older. 

By  contrast,  although  31  percent 


of  Americans  under  30  say  they  are 
Catholics,  by  age  50  the  proportion 
of  Catholics  in  the  population  drops 
to  24  percent. 

The  religious  preferences  of 
whites  closely  mirror  the  national 
averages,  but  blacks  are  far  more 
likely  to  be  Protestants  (71  percent) 
than  Catholics  (10  percent). 

Copyright  1993  Princeton  Religion  Re¬ 
search  Center 


Faith  at  work 
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CATHOLIC  DIALOGUE:  The  Rev  joe 
H»le,  general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  was  one  of  eight  non-Catholics  invited 
to  the  Vatican  recently  to  discuss  ecumenical 
concerns.  At  the  close  of  the  week-long  meeting, 
participants  had  an  audience  with  Pope  John 
Paul  II.  Regarding  ecumenical  relations,  the 
pope  acknowledged  practical  difficulties  on  the 
local  level  and  discouragement  about  progress 
on  doctrinal  aspects  of  dialogue.  However,  he 
said  the  temptation  to  respond  to  slow  progress 
“by  discounting  the  importance  of  doctrine 
must  be  altogether  rejected.”  The  pope  added 
that  greater  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
fruits  of  theological  dialogues  in  which  the 
Catholic  Church  is  engaged. 

TOP  CONCERNS  OF  TEENS:  Top 

ethical  and  social  concerns  facing  today’s  teen¬ 
agers  will  be  addressed  at  the  ninth  biennial 
United  Methodist  youth  forum  Aug.  3-8  in 
Rochester,  N.Y.  One  adult  and  two  youth  dele¬ 
gates  from  each  of  the  church’s  7 1  annual  con¬ 
ferences  are  eligible  to  vote  in  the  forum’s  daily 
two-hour  legislative  sessions.  Delegates’  actions 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  denomination’s  inter¬ 
national  legislative  assembly,  the  1996  General 
Conference,  or  to  appropriate  church  boards, 
committees  or  agencies.  The  youth  forum  is 
sponsored  by  the  church’s  National  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  Organization. 

NEW  PRESIDENT:  David  Gyertson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Regent  University  in  Virginia  Beach, 
Va.,  has  been  named  president  of  Asbury  Col¬ 
lege  in  Wilmore,  Ky.  A  member  of  the  Wesley¬ 
an  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Gyertson,  46,  has 
served  the  former  Christian  Broadcasting  Net¬ 
work  University  as  well  as  CBN  itself  for  14 
years.  He  replaces  C.  R.  Hager,  interim  presi¬ 
dent.  Asbury  College  is  not  related  to  any  de¬ 
nomination  but  is  historically  a  major  training 
ground  for  United  Methodist  clergy. 

FOUNDATIONS  GROW:  Assets  of 

the  46  regional  foundations  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  increased  some  $100  million 
during  1992  over  1991,  according  to  the  foun¬ 
dations’  national  association.  Assets  total  just 
over  $549  million,  from  which  the  foundations 
distributed  over  $31  million  during  1992,  said 
the  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  of  Louisiana,  associ¬ 
ation  executive  secretary.  The  typical  founda¬ 
tion  functions  within  the  bounds  of  one  annual 
conference  or  episcopal  area. 

GOLDWATER  SCHOLAR:  Lars  Seme, 

a  student  at  United  Methodist-related  Hendrix 
College  in  Conway,  Ark.,  was  recently  awarded 
a  Goldwater  Scholarship,  valued  up  to  $7,000. 
The  national  award  is  for  mathematics,  science 
and  engineering  students.  Mr.  Seme  was  select¬ 
ed  on  the  basis  of  academic  merit  from  a  field 
of  nearly  2,000  college  students  from  600  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  nationwide. 

AFRICA  UNIVERSITY  GROWS: 

Construction  has  been  planned  for  two  addi¬ 
tional  dormitories  at  United  Methodist-related 
Africa  University,  each  to  house  40  students. 
This  will  bring  the  total  number  of  dormitories 
to  four.  Approval  was  made  by  the  university’s 
board  of  directors,  during  a  meeting  in  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe.  In  other  action,  the  board  estab¬ 
lished  a  memorial  scholarship  fund  in  memory 
of  Zimbabwe  layman  Knox  Munjoma,  who 
served  as  legal  counsel  for  the  university,  and 
budgeted  additional  scholarships  for  needy  stu¬ 
dents. 


Mass  baptism  highlights  evangelism  report 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— What  do  you 
do  when  an  entire  village  con¬ 
verts  to  Christ? 

Baptize  them! 

That’s  what  Brazilian  Method¬ 


ist  bishops  told  a  laywoman 
evangelist  to  do  recently  after  she 
reported  the  conversion  of  an  in¬ 
digenous  Amazonian  village  of 
400  residents. 

The  conversions  came  after  the 
laywoman  rode  five  hours  in  a 


dugout  canoe  up  a  tributary  of 
the  Amazon  to  bring  the  Good 
News  at  the  behest  of  an  earlier 
convert,  one  of  the  village’s  few 
Portuguese-speaking  residents. 

This  news  from  Brazil  was  one 
of  many  jubilant  reports  given  re¬ 
cently  to  regional  secretaries  of  the 
World  Methodist  Evangelism  pro¬ 
gram.  The  gathering  at  United 
Methodist-related  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville  updated  these 
regional  leaders  on  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  “Dawning 
Millennium  for  Evangelism”  em¬ 
phasis  initiated  in  1991. 

The  overall  goal  is  to  double 
worldwide  Methodist  member¬ 
ship — now  estimated  at  between 
55  million  and  60  million — by 
the  year  2000,  said  the  Rev. 
Maxie  D.  Dunnam,  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Evangelism  chairman. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  director, 
said  the  May  20-22  meeting  was 
the  only  time  the  regional  leaders 
would  gather  in  the  U.S.  during 
1991-96.  Participants  included 
Methodist  leaders  from  six  of  the 
world’s  seven  continents  and  the 
Pacific  islands. 

Among  other  reports  of  region¬ 
al  efforts  related  to  World  Meth- 


The  conversions  came 
after  the  laywoman 
rode  five  hours  in  a 
dugout  canoe  up  a 
tributary  of  the  Amazon 
to  bring  the  Good  News 
at  the  behest  of  an 
earlier  convert. 

odist  Evangelism: 

■  In  Nigeria,  three  Methodist 
bodies  formerly  antagonistic  to¬ 
wards  one  another — the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Nigeria,  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  and  the  Christian  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  churches— have 
joined  forces  to  sponsor  training 
for  lay  evangelists  to  work  in  Ni¬ 
geria’s  northernmost  provinces, 
said  the  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Ajayi. 

■  In  Malaysia,  ethnic  Chinese 
Methodists  were  moved  to  tears 
at  the  presence  and  preaching  of 
Dr.  Fox,  the  first  western  mission¬ 
ary  allowed  in  the  officially  Islam¬ 
ic  country  in  several  years,  said 
Methodist  Bishop  Dennis  C.  Dut¬ 
ton.  The  visit  greatly  encouraged 
Malaysian  Methodists  who  are  un¬ 


der  pressure  from  their  Islamic 
government,  the  bishop  indicated. 

■  In  South  America,  funds 
from  World  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lism  have  supported  the  Latin 
American  Evangelism  School 
known  in  Spanish  as  ELADE.  A 
videotape  in  both  Spanish  and 
English  showed  how  the  6-year- 
old  program  trains  clergy  and  lay 
evangelists  throughout  Latin 
America.  These  evangelists  are 
starting  new  churches,  said  Bish¬ 
op  Isaias  Gutierrez  of  Chile, 
president  of  the  council  of  Latin 
American  Methodist  bishops 
known  as  CIEMAL. 

■  In  South  Korea,  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church  has  set  a  goal  of 
2  million  members  in  7,000  con¬ 
gregations  by  the  year  2000,  said 
the  Rev.  Byoung  Hoon  Kang. 

With  reunification  of  North 
Korea  and  South  Korea  expected 
by  1995,  the  task  for  Korean 
Methodists  will  be  to  rebuild 
North  Korean  congregations  that 
were  closed  by  the  communists, 
he  added. 

“We  think  that  conversions  in 
North  Korea  will  take  place  at  a 
more  rapid  pace,  similar  to  what 
is  happening  in  Russia,”  Dr. 
Byoung  said. 
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NASHVILLE — Methodist  Bishop  Paulo  Lockmann  (center)  of 
Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  presents  T-shirts  printed  in  Portuguese  to  the 
Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam,  (left)  World  Methodist  Evangelism 
chairman,  and  the  Rev,  H.  Eddie  Fox,  the  program's  director.  T- 
shirts  like  these  were  worn  by  Methodists  in  900  congregations 
in  Brazil's  Rio  state  over  Pentecost  weekend  to  promote  the 
evangelism  program's  "Kingdom  Missions"  emphasis  inviting 
people  to  Christ. 


World  evangelism  program  meets  opposition 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Is  a  bureau¬ 
cratic  backlash  developing 
against  World  Methodist  Evan¬ 
gelism’s  “Connecting  Congrega¬ 
tions”  program? 

Could  be. 

The  program’s  regional  direc¬ 
tors  met  last  month  to  affirm  their 
intention  to  work  with  mission 
boards  in  existing  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations,  not  against  them,  in 
developing  new  congregations. 

Two  surface  issue 

Two  men  considered  among 
world  Methodism’s  most  respect¬ 
ed  leaders  surfaced  the  issue  at 
the  late-May  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  meeting.  They  are 
the  Rev.  Alan  Walker  of  the 
Uniting  Church  of  Australia  and 
retired  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya. 

Although  Dr.  Walker  and  Bish¬ 
op  Imathiu  applauded  reports  of 
the  movement’s  regional  success¬ 
es  (see  related  story  above),  they 
also  warned  against  signs  of  a 
growing  backlash.  They  reported 
that  some  seminaries  object  to 
evangelists  who  have  not  been 
extensively  theologically  trained, 
while  some  mission  boards  view 
World  Methodist  efforts  as  in¬ 
cursions  into  their  jurisdictions. 

The  Rev.  Brian  Hoare  of  Lon¬ 
don  concurred  with  their  assess¬ 
ment,  adding  that  the  British 


Methodist  Overseas  Mission  Board 
refused  to  support  “Connecting 
Congregations”  because  it  “goes 
against  their  current  practices.” 

That  outcome  isn’t  all  bad,  in¬ 
dicated  the  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dun¬ 
nam,  senior  pastor  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  chairman. 

'Something  is  wrong' 

“One  of  our  functions  is  to 
model  something  that  will  im¬ 
pact  mission  boards,”  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam  said.  “Local  churches  will 
do  what  they  choose  to  do,  and 
[what  they  do]  won’t  be  con¬ 
trolled  by  a  system.  Everybody 
that  I  know  knows  that  some¬ 
thing  is  wrong  [with  Methodist 
mission  boards].” 

The  Rev.  Mvume  Dandala  of 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  had 
another  perspective. 

“I  don’t  believe  we  need  to  an¬ 
tagonize  [existing  mission 
boards]  but  we  also  shouldn’t  re¬ 
frain  from  making  a  prophetic 
statement,”  Dr.  Dandala  said. 
“It  matters  how  we  say  it,  but  it 
must  be  said. 

“[Through  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  efforts]  we  are  send¬ 
ing  word  to  the  church  that  we 
are  concerned  that  existing  bu¬ 
reaucracies  and  academic  train¬ 
ing  have  hampered  growth  and 
witness.  We  are  not  saying  this  in 
a  critical  way  but  as  a  concern.  If 
we  don’t  say  that,  then  how  faith¬ 


ful  are  we?” 

Both  Dr.  Dunnam  and  the  Rev. 
H.  Eddie  Fox,  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  director,  pointed  out 
that  “Connecting  Congregations” 
was  formed — and  continues  to 
grow — at  the  invitation  of  indige¬ 
nous  church  leaders. 

For  instance,  said  Dr.  Fox,  the 
original  eight  “Connecting  Con¬ 
gregations”  were  established  in 
consultation  with  the  Rev. 


Joseph  Cervenak,  superintendent 
of  Czechoslovakia,  and  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Heinrich  Bol- 
leter  (Central  and  Southern  Eu¬ 
rope  Area). 

After  several  hours  of  intense 
discussion,  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  leaders  adopted  a  re¬ 
vised  statement  which  commits 
them  to: 

■  “Raise  up,  identify,  encour¬ 
age  and  train  [lay  and  clergy] 


leaders  who  have  a  passion  to 
share  the  good  news  of  the  King¬ 
dom  to  all  creation  and  who  are 
committed  to  the  ministry  of 
making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ; 

■  “Support  the  establishment 
of  new  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions.  . .” 

■  “Enable  support  and  nurture 
of  new  congregations  through 
connecting  congregations 
throughout  the  world.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 1 5  additional  plus  add  S9.20  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

MANAGER  FOR  CETA  CANYON  Methodist 

Camp,  Happy,  TX.  NWTX  camp  and  retreat  cen¬ 
ter.  Major  responsibilities:  capital  fund  raising  and 
managing  facility.  Development  and  camping  min¬ 
istry  background  preferred.  Submit  letter  of  inter¬ 
est,  resume,  and  references  to:  Louise  Schock,  1415 
Ave.  M,  Lubbock,  TX  79401.  Application  deadline 
July  10. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR-  Growing  550- 
member  church  in  Northwest  Austin  with  outstand- 
mg  music  program  that  includes  adult,  youth,  and 
children's  choirs  seeks  applicant  who  appreciates  a 
variety  of  musical  styles.  Send  resume,  salary  history, 
and  letter  outlining  your  experience  in  church  music 
worship  by  6/30/93  to:  Dr.  Thomas  L  Loftin,  Cove¬ 
nant  UMC,  4410  DuvaJ  Road,  Austin,  TX  78727. 
(512)346-3124. 

FULL-TIME  DISTRICT  SINGLES  Cooperative 
Coordinator  position  available  North  Dallas  area 
August  1 5th.  Seeking  creative,  energetic  leader.  De¬ 
velop/coordinate  spiritual,  social,  service  programs 
for  singles  cooperative  chartered  with  nine  UM 
churches.  District  Superintendent  provides  adminis¬ 
trative  oversight.  Ten-member  cooperative  council 
provides  programmatic  vision,  direction.  Resumes 
by  July  2:  Shelem  Net  Personnel  Committee,  1 309 
Blum  Court.  Flower  Mound,  TX  75028. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 
Fust  UMC.  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201.  Send 
resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer  by  June  25th. 

CHURCH  ORGAN.  CONCERT  MODEL  Ham¬ 
mond.  2  manual  with  solo  pedal  stops.  Two  speaker 
cabinets  and  antiphonal  speakers.  Phone  bids  ac¬ 
cepted.  First  United  Methodist  Church  Floydada, 
(806)  983-3706. 

POSITION  OPEN:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director 

for  1600-member  church  with  active  youth  program. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Lakewood  UMC, 
1922  Topf  Road,  North  Little  Rock,  AR  72116. 
Phone  (501)  753-6186 

ARCHIVIST/RECORDS  ADMINISTRATOR  for 

the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of 
The  UMC,  Madison.  NJ.  For  more  information 
write  to  the  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  127,  Madi- 
son,  NJ  07940.  Applications  are  invited  until  August 
15, 1993.  The  General  Commission  is  an  Affirmative 
Action,  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Employer 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525  four  weeks 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability,  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067. 627-9507. 

NURSE  III.  TEXAS  DEPARTMENT  OF  Health  is 
recruiting  for  a  Nurse  III  (Field  Office  Nurse  Manag- 

coordinate.  implement,  and  evaluate  public  health 
nursing  services  provided  to  individuals,  families, 
and  communities  in  Hudspeth  County.  Responsible 
for  coordination  of  comprehensive  client  services  and 
supervision  of  staff  for  one  field  office  and  two  satel¬ 
lite  dime  sites.  Requires  license  to  practice  as  an  RN. 

'  in  Texas,  plus,  three  (3)  years  of  full-time  paid  em- 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tapc  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 
0573. 

ployment  as  a  practicing  registered  nurse.  Requires 
■  50%  travel.  Salary:  $2,638.0Q/month  plus  excellent 
,  benefits.  Resumes  not  accepted.  For  additional  quali¬ 
fying  options  and  applications,  contact.  Doralene 
Lassiter,  RN.  (915)  729-4275.  Posting  No.  93-R03- 

YOUTH  PASTOR  ASSUME  LEADERSHIP  OF. 

Come.  grow,  disciple,  lead  youth  program.  Estab¬ 
lished,  growing,  enthusiastic,  beachie,  Christ-cen¬ 
tered.  Send  resumes:  Chris  Akers,  336  South  Halifax 
Drive,  Ormond  Beach,  FL  32176-81 1 1 

NURSE  III.  CHALLENGING  AND  rewarding  po¬ 
sition  for  dedicated  R.N.  with  Texas  Department 
of  Health  Clinic  in  Mexican  border  town  of  Presi- 

rent  at  our  beautiful  and  historic  135  year  old  camp 
grounds  in  Des  Plaines,  Illinois.  Suburban  Chicago. 
Call  Us!  (708)  824-4924. 

PRnVw&MO?!.  aoiili  djlc:  6/30/93 Vote 
or  call:  Doralene  Lassiter,  RN,  (915)  729-4275, 
P.O.  Box  478,  Marfa,  TX  79843.  or  Sister  Nancy 
Hansen,  RN,  P.O.  Box  909,  Presidio.  TX  79845. 

NEEDED!  PIANOS  AND  CHURCH  SIZE  electron¬ 

ic  organs  for  our  expanding  programs  at  the  historic 
United  Methodist  Camp  Ground  in  Des  Plaines,  Illi¬ 
nois.  Please  call!  (708)  824-4924. 

(915)229-3481 

DINE  WITH  US.  United  Methodist  Camp  Ground. 

MEDIA  DIRECTOR  VIDEO.  AUDIO,  Directing, 
producing,  still  photography,  special  promotions. 
Send  resume  with  references  to:  Tom  Junk,  FUMC, 

Des  Plaines,  Illinois  is  offering  good  food  at  good 
prices.  Sunday's  at  12:30  p.m.,  Wednesdays  at  6:30 
p.m.  (708)  824-4924, 

1 1 15  S.  Boulder,  Tulsa,  OK  741 19 

NEEDED:  FULDTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 

STRESS?  12  PASTORS  SOLVE  YOUR  stress  prob¬ 
lems  in  unique  book  “Overcoming  Stress.”  Mail 
$11.00  to:  Welstar  Publications,  P.O.  Box  85,  New 
York,  NY  10033. 

and  Family  Ministry,  resume  required,  salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  310  West  Main,  Magnolia,  AR  71753. 
Deadline  June  25, 1993. 

What  fuels  this  rocket? 


New  Mexico  center  hosts  crowd 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— If  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  evangelism 
program  seems  to  have  taken  off 
like  a  rocket,  “Connecting  Congre¬ 
gations”  just  might  be  the  fuel. 

The  idea  of  linking  an  established 
Methodist  congregation  to  a  fledg¬ 
ling  church  in  another  country  has 
so  fired  Methodists’  imagination 
that  “Connecting  Congregations” 
has  become  one  of  the  most  popular 
segments  of  the  World  Methodist 
“Dawning  Millennium  for  Evange¬ 
lism”  (see  related  story  above). 

“Connecting  Congregations”  was 
initiated  about  1 5  months  ago  when 
eight  U.S.  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  linked  up  with  eight  new 
congregations  in  what  was  then 
Czechoslovakia. 

Since  then,  16  more  U.S.  congre¬ 
gations  have  forged  links  with  new 
congregations  in  Poland,  Estonia 
and  Latvia,  said  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie 
Fox,  World  Methodist  evangelism 
director. 

For  the  first  time,  a  non-U.S.  con¬ 
nection  has  been  formed  between 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Singapore 
and  a  Methodist  congregation  in 
Russe,  Estonia,  Dr.  Fox  added. 

The  relationship  between  "Con¬ 
necting  Congregations”  involves 
both  financial  and  spiritual  support. 

“The  more  affluent  church  pro¬ 
vides  financial  help  for  the  new 
congregation,  but  in  return  the  new 
congregation  gives  its  zeal  and  sense 
of  mission,”  said  Dr.  Fox.  “They 
pray  for  each  other.  They  trade  vis- 


" The  more  affluent 
church  provides  financial 
help  for  the  new 
congregation." 

— Eddie  Fox 


its  for  mission.  They  learn  from 
each  other.” 

Plans  during  1993  are  to  link  es¬ 
tablished  congregations  with  new 
congregations  slated  to  be  started  in 
Brazil’s  Amazonian  region  and  in 
northern  Nigeria  by  lay  evangelists, 
he  said  (see  related  story  and  map 
above). 

Methodist  leaders  in  those  coun¬ 
tries  expect  to  start  at  least  seven 
new  congregations  in  Brazil  and  30 
in  northern  Nigeria. 


On  the 
Spot! 

Dr.  Hal  Brady  is 
On  the  Spot  with 
the  compilation  of 
his  well-known  radio  messages.  Now  you 
can  enjoy  reading  them  over  and  over. 

To  order  your  copy  of  On  the  Spot, 
send  $7.95  to: 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
1928  Ross  Ave. 

Dallas.  Texas  75201 
attn:  Media  Ministry 
or  call  (214)  220-2727 


FARMINGTON,  N.M.— The 
Navajo  United  Methodist  Center 
in  Farmington  hosted  some  500 
visitors  at  its  102nd  reunion  cele¬ 
bration  June  4-6,  despite  the  out¬ 
break  of  a  mysterious  disease  at 
the  nearby  Navajo  reservation. 


•  Theology  of  Management 

•  Principles  of  Management 
•Marketing 


United  Methodist  laywoman 
Harrietta  Reynolds,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  center,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  crisis  has  occurred 
in  only  one  area  of  New  Mexico 
and  may  have  been  “blown  out 
of  proportion.” 


•  Business  Ethics 
•Corporate  Culture 
•Strategic  Management 
•Total  Quality  Management 


•  Finance  for  Not-for- Profits 
The  multinational  composition  of  the  class  promises  students  access  to 
diverse  ideas  and  an  exciting  learning  experience. 

The  17-month  program  consists  of  four  one-week  intensive  study 
sessions  with  extramural  directed  readings  and  a  management  project. 
The  study  sessions  conducted  in  Nassau,  Bahamas  are  held  each  May 
and  November. 

Admission  requirements  are  a  bachelor’s  degree  and  five  years  in 
the  ministry  or  equivalent.  Application  deadline  is  August  30th. 

Students  will  be  accommodated  in  an  international  hotel  in  Nassau. 
For  a  prospectus  and  application  form  write: 

TEMPLETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
P.O.  Box  N3732 
Nassau,  The  Bahamas 

Or  dial  toll-free:  1-800-847-8921 


YOUR  MBA  FROM 

TEMPLETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

The  Templeton  MBA  program,  a  17-month  program  led  by  an  inter¬ 
nationally-recognized  faculty,  is  designed  for  ministry  professionals 
including  clerical,  religious  and  laity,  and  offers  courses  in: 
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Pastors: 
Sent  forth 
to  serve 


Bishop  William  Oden 


As  Annual  Conference  closed,  for  the  fifth  time  I  announced  that  the 
appointments  were  fixed  for  the  new  Conference  year.  Ninety-four  pas¬ 
tors  are  moving  into  new  appointments. 

This  includes  a  larger  than  usual  number  returning  from  seminary 
and  several  transfers  in,  new  local  (lay)  pastors  and  pastors  who  are 
clergy  in  other  denominations  who  are  serving  United  Methodist 
churches. 

In  fact,  this  was  the  smallest  number  of  clergy  moves  since  I  have 
been  bishop  of  Louisiana.  That  is  encouraging  because  it  means  we  are 
moving  toward  longer  pastorates  and  more  stability. 

Only  as  we  move  away  from  seeing  success  in  ministry  as  profession¬ 
al  advancement  and  begin  seeing  ministry  as  missional  servanthood 
where  we  have  been  sent  to  serve  will  we  recover  the  true  itinerancy  of 
the  Wesleyan  Movement. 


Yellow  brick  road  to  retirement 

Wfl 

Mi 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lael  Jones  were  honored  at  a  reception  May  23  at 
University  UMC,  Lake  Charles.  The  Pastor-Staff  Committee  hosted 
the  event  with  a  "Wizard  of  Oz"  theme.  FROM  LEFT,  above,  are, 
Scott  Fontenot,  Mickey  Shannon,  Lael  and  Polly  Jones  and  Liz  and 
Seth  Trahan.  Decorations  included  a  yellow  brick  road  which 
served  as  a  time  line  of  Jones'  48  years  in  the  ministry.  Each  church 
appointment  and  years  served  were  recorded  on  it.  He  has  been 
pastor  of  University  since  June,  1988.  At  the  end  of  the  yellow  brick 
road  was  a  rainbow  with  a  large  drawing  of  the  couple's  new  retire¬ 
ment  home.  Other  churches  held  parties  for  clergy;  19  retired. 

Horseshoe  Drive  UM  Church 
dedicates  on  Pentecost  Sunday 


As  part  of  a  year  of  celebration, 
Horseshoe  Drive  UM  Church, 
where  the  minister  is  the  Rev.  Ed¬ 
die  E.  Morgan,  held  a  Service  of 
Dedication  on  Pentecost  Sunday, 
May  30,  Marilyn  King  reports. 

The  $1,000,000  mortgage  was 
burned  during  the  service  led  by  the 
Rev.  Donald  Avery,  Alexandria 
District  superintendent.  Charter 
members  were  recognized. 

A  program  of  Pentecost  music 
was  presented  by  the  choir  led  by 
Phil  Hardgrave. 


The  church  was  organized  in 
June  1956  and  the  first  buildings 
were  begun  in  August  of  1957.  A 
second  series  of  buildings  was  con¬ 
structed  in  1966. 

The  sanctuary,  built  at  a  cost  of 
about  $350,000,  was  completed  in 
February,  1979.  Consecration  ser¬ 
vices  were  conducted  by  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  on  March  18, 
1979.  The  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 
was  pastor. 

Current  value  of  the  church  prop¬ 
erty  is  $1,326,000. 


Around  the  Conference 


First  Street  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
and  the  Methodist  Connection 
Choir  were  hosts  for  the  celebration 
and  recognition  of  the  music  minis¬ 
try  of  Connie  Foster  Breaux  on  May 
30  in  the  church. 

Breaux  has  begun  proceedings  to 
receive  certification  as  Diaconal 
Minister  of  Music  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

The  program  included  selections 
by  Dr.  George  West  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  song  writer  and  recording 
artist,  former  dean  of  the  Music  De¬ 
partment  of  Southern  University  in 
Baton  Rouge;  The  Methodist  Con¬ 
nection  Choir,  directed  by  Breaux, 
and  other  choirs,  soloists  and 
groups  from  New  Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  surrounding  area. 


*  *  * 


Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport, 
where  the  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Conrad 
P.  Edwards,  has  planned  Vacation 
Church  for  children  3  years  to  fifth 
grade  on  July  1 1-15.  Theme  will  be 
“Peter  Rock:  A  Drama  of  Faith.” 

Grace  Notes  Handbell  Choir  from 
Natchitoches  provided  music  at  La- 


'93  Conference  inspires  and  shows  concern 


Evident  at  the  1993  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  was  the 
church’s  concern  to  make  both  spir¬ 
itual  and  physical  lives  better 
whether  it  was  for  the  victims  of 
Hurricane  Andrew  and  others  in 
need  or  its  own  clergy  families. 

Bishop  Oden  presided  at  the 
event  held  June  7-10  at  Centenary 
College  and  First  UM  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

Worship  services,  with  outstand¬ 
ing  speakers  and  choirs,  devotion- 
als,  the  singing  of  new  and 
time-honored  musical  selections 
and  Bible  study  periods  inspired 
those  attending. 

Highlighted  was  VISION  2000 
Conference  initiative  for  vital  con¬ 
gregations.  Thirty-six  individuals, 
both  lay  and  clergy  were  commis¬ 


sioned  as  district  consultants.  They 
are  available  to  assist  local  churches 
to  respond  as  serving,  nurturing,  in¬ 
viting  and  celebrating  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  Conference 
Center  board  president,  and  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  project  coordi¬ 
nator,  reported  on  the  resounding 
success  of  the  Conference  Center 
campaign. 

The  total  amount  pledged  to  the 
Conference  Center  project  moved 
upward  even  during  the  Annual 
Conference  as  more  pledges  were 
reported  to  the  campaign  leaders. 
The  total,  which  will  have  spiraled 
even  higher  since  press  deadline 
time,  was  $5,890,333. 

With  the  $6  million  goal  in  sight 
and  the  drive  closing  at  the  end  of 


Oak  Park  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  celebrated  Pentecost  Sunday  on  May 
30  with  special  services  and  activities.  After  the  service,  everyone 
assembled  in  the  Prayer  Garden  where  the  children  released  bai- 
loons  with  special  messages  about  the  birthday  of  the  church. 
Among  participants  were,  FROM  LEFT,  FRONT  ROW,  in  red  shirts: 
Carly  Bertrand,  Craig  Doland  and  Elizabeth  Doland.  On  the  BACK 
ROW  are  Joelyn  Doland,  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield, 
pastor.  Participants  in  the  celebration  were  asked  to  wear  red. 

CSRW  presents  award 
to  Sarah  Schoeffler 


Sarah  Schoeffler,  who  has  volun¬ 
teered  as  Louisiana  Conference  Di¬ 
saster  Relief  Coordinator  since 
Hurricane  An¬ 
drew,  received 
the  annual  So¬ 
journer  Truth 
Award.  Given  by 
the  Conference 
Commission  on 
the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women, 
the  award  was 
presented  at  the 
annual  luncheon 
Tuesday,  June  8, 

UMC,  Shreveport, 
nual  Conference. 

Making  the  presentation  was 
Mary  Lou  Cassingham,  CSRW 
chair. 

The  annual  award  is  given  to  an 
outstanding  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  woman,  either  lay  or 
clergy,  who  is  a  caring  Christian  to 


Sarah  Schoeffler 

in  Broadmoor 
during  the  An- 


her  community  and  congregation  in 
the  spirit  of  Sojourner  Truth. 

The  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield,  pas¬ 
tor,  Delhi-Crowville  Charge,  was  in 
charge  of  receiving  nominations. 

Schoeffler,  a  lay  member  of  First 
UMC,  Lafayette,  received  nomina¬ 
tions  from  her  pastor  and  another 
from  the  superintendent  of  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

Concerning  Schoeffler’s  work  in 
directing  disaster  relief  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  the  Rev.  Gerald  Richardson, 
superintendent  of  Acadiana  Dis¬ 
trict,  said,  “She  has  toiled  day  and 
night,  seven  days  a  week.  Her  com¬ 
bination  of  urgency  and  compas¬ 
sion  have  been  an  inspiration.” 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Irby,  pastor  of 
the  Lafayette  church,  said,  “In  the 
midst  of  all  her  work  she  has  man¬ 
aged  to  smile,  show  her  warm  com¬ 
passionate  spirit  and  grow  in  her 
faith.  During  it  all  she  has  still  been 
active  in  her  local  church.” 


keview’s  morning  worship  service 
on  June  6.  Lakeview  Children’s 
Choir  presented  their  spring  musi¬ 
cal  “100%  Chance  of  Rain”  on  May 
23. 

*  *  * 

Young  people  at  Summer  Grove 
UMC,  Shreveport,  are  busy  this 
summer.  Bible  Nomads  is  one  of 
their  special  activities.  For  this  Bi¬ 
ble  study  the  youth  will  meet  at  the 
church  and  travel  by  van  and  car  to 
different  sites  around  the  area 
where  they  will  have  their  Bible 
study.  Where  will  they  be  going? 
Only  the  drivers  will  know. 

Junior  highs  of  Summer  Grove 
will  travel  to  San  Antonio  July  5-9 
for  a  mission  awareness  and  fun 
trip.  They  will  work  with  under¬ 
privileged  children  in  a  Bible  school 
and  then  enjoy  the  sights  of  the  San 
Antonio  area. 

*  *  * 

Peggy  Halsey  and  Sara  Shingler, 
from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  visited  MacDonell  UM 
Children’s  Services  in  Houma  re¬ 
cently  to  complete  an  on-site  in- 


Mt.  Olive  joins  St.  Paul,  Shreveport 
to  celebrate  heritage  on  128th  Year 


By  Ramona  D.  Gibson 

St.  Paul  UM  Church  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  where  Dr.  G.  L.  Thomas  is 
pastor,  was  privileged  with  the  dou¬ 
ble  experience  of  a  delightful  day  as 
it  celebrated  its  “Heritage  of  Itiner¬ 
acy”  on  Sunday,  April  25,  1993. 

The  glorious  day  began  with  the 
1 1  a.m.  service  where  beautiful  mu¬ 
sic  was  rendered,  appropriate  Scrip¬ 
tures  read  and  Heritage  History 
moments  were  recalled. 

Pastor  Thomas  delivered  an  in¬ 
formative  and  provocative  sermon. 

The  culmination  of  this  historical 


celebration  of  128  years  of  St. 
Paul’s  service  and  dedication  to 
God’s  work  took  place  at  3  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Robert  D.  Walker,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church, 
Leesville,  delivered  the  anniversary 
message. 

He  brought  along  with  him  sever¬ 
al  bus  loads  that  including  his 
choirs,  members  and  friends. 

Mrs.  Bessie  Blake  and  Miss  Wil¬ 
lie  Mae  Moore  were  cochairpersons 
of  the  anniversary  celebration. 

It  was  indeed  a  wonderful  day  for 
the  St.  Paul  church  family! 


spection  for  the  1993  Institutional 
Ministries  Survey.  G.  J.  “Jerry” 
Bridges  is  president  of  MacDonell. 


*  *  * 


A  Historical  note  from  our  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History: 

The  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  retired 
Louisiana  Conference  clergy,  was 
one  of  those  who  attended  the  1939 


June,  campaign  leaders  were  confi¬ 
dant  the  goal  would  be  reached. 

Another  far-reaching  action  of 
the  Annual  Conference  related  to 
clergy  housing. 

A  survey  made  by  the  Task  Force 
on  Clergy  Housing,  comprised  of 
both  clergy  and  laity  and  headed  by 
Kay  M.  Irby,  indicated  that  both 
clergy  and  laity  wanted  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  present  furnished  par¬ 
sonage  system. 

Their  proposal  which  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Annual  Conference 
after  some  debate  called  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  As  of  June  1999,  all  clergy 
families  (singles  and  clergy  couples 
included)  will  provide  furnishings 
for  all  needed  bedrooms,  family 
rooms  and  kitchen  dinettes. 

The  church/charge  that  owns  and 
maintains  a  parsonage  will  continue 
to  furnish  all  major  appliances,  all 
formal  dining  and  living  rooms  and 
some  other  things  as  specified  in  the 
Conference  report. 

The  transition  to  personal  furni¬ 
ture  will  be  gradual  with  the  first  re¬ 
quirement  being  the  purchase  of 
furnishings  for  one  bedroom  and 
the  family  room  by  1995.  Guide¬ 
lines  have  been  set  up  for  the  period 
between  “church-owned”  and  “pas¬ 
tor-owned”  furnishings. 

Also  approved  by  the  Conference 
was  a  proposal  to  begin  a  new  cam¬ 
pus  ministry.  The  proposal  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry, 
whose  chair  is  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear. 
United  Methodists  and  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  plan  an  ecumenical,  inter-racial, 
community-related  and  communi¬ 
ty-funded  campus  ministry  this  fall. 

The  ministry  will  be  to  students 
and  faculty  from  LSU-Shreveport, 
Southern  University-Shreveport 
and  Bossier  Parish  Community 
College.  A  Shreveport  Bossier  City 
Interfaith  Campus  Ministry  Board, 
made  up  of  clergy  and  laity  from  a 
number  of  denominations,  will 
make  decisions  about  the  campus 
ministry.  Centenary  College  will 
provide  office  space  and  equip¬ 
ment,  furnishings,  resources  and 
training. 

Nineteen  General  Conference 
amendments  to  the  UM  Church’s 
constitution  were  up  for  adoption  at 
the  Louisiana  Conference  as  well  as 
at  70  other  conferences.  They  were 
approved. 

(Additional  Annual  Conference 
coverage  will  be  in  the  next  edition 
of  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
newspaper.) 

Reports  on  the  church’s  continu¬ 
ing  aid  to  persons  whose  homes  and 
lives  were  changed  as  a  result  of  the 
storm  were  given  by  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  Louisiana  coordinator 
of  Disaster  Relief;  Dr.  Randolph  W. 


Nugent,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  and  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Lutgen, 
associate  general  secretary,  UM- 
COR. 

Work  teams  from  all  over  the 
United  States  continue  to  come  to 
Louisiana  —  hundreds  of  volun¬ 
teers  are  arriving  this  summer  —  to 
assist  in  the  state,  specifically  in  the 
areas  around  Dulac  Community 
Center  and  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  at  Baldwin, 
which  was  opened  during  the  last 
Conference  year. 

The  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron  Sr., 
chairman  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Ministries,  presented  memorial 
plaques  to  the  family  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Rex  Squyres,  “in 
recognition  and 
appreciation  of 
the  couple’s  ded¬ 
ication  and  love 
for  the  rural  and 
small  member¬ 
ship  churches.” 

Squyres,  in  a 
trust  fund  estab- 

Dr.  Rex  Squyres  Hshed  through 
UM  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  pro- 
vided  assistance  to  Town  and 
Country  Ministries.  Bergeron  said, 
“The  Rex  Squyres  Fund  continues 
to  serve  the  efforts  of  ministry  de¬ 
signed  to  help  strengthen  and  im¬ 
prove  the  work  of  the  rural  and 
small  membership- churches  of  the 
Conference.” 


Fund  to  memorialize 
Bishop  Oden's  father 

Bishop  William  Oden’s  fa¬ 
ther,  C.  A.  “Bill”  Oden,  94, 
died  on  Saturday,  June  5,  prior 
to  the  Annual  Conference  on 
Monday.  The  bishop  presided 
at  the  Conference  which  ended 
Thursday,  June  10,  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  He  and  his  wife,  Marilyn, 
went  to  the  funeral  held  the 
next  day  in  Shawnee,  Okla. 

A  fund  has  been  established 
to  memorialize  the  bishop’s  fa¬ 
ther. 

The  memorial  funds  will  be 
used  to  provide  landscaping  for 
the  Conference  Center,  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  project  co¬ 
ordinator,  said. 

Send  memorial  gifts  to:  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802.  Make  checks  pay¬ 
able  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  with  a  memo  desig¬ 
nating  each  for  the  “Oden  Me¬ 
morial  Fund.” 


Pre-schoolers  at  First  UMC,  Thibodaux,  including  these  picture! 
above,  learn  early  what  it  means  to  serve  and  be  in  mission  for  th< 
church  and  community  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  Rev.  Debbie  Drash 
pastor,  said.  They  visited  residents  of  Heritage  Manor  Nursing 
home  twice  this  year,  collected  150  coats  in  a  Coats  for  Kids  driv< 
and  gathered  food  for  a  food  bank.  On  field  trips  "they  observe! 
positive  examples  of  leadership  and  servanthood"  in  a  hospital 
post  office,  bank,  wildlife  gardens,  farm  and  pet  store. 

Church  honors  15  members  in  their  90s 


session  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church  South  when 
three  bodies  merged  in  Kansas  City. 

“It  is  all  very  clear  in  my  mind,” 
he  said,  “We  did  some  important 
things:  Voted  on  women  being 
members  of  the  Annual  Conference 
and  established  the  jurisdictional 
system.” 


Members  of  First  Street  UMC, 
New.  Orleans,  honored  15  of  its 
members  who  are  90  years  of  age  or 
older  in  a  “spirit-filled  day  of  cele¬ 
bration”  on  May  30. 

Many  of  the  men  and  women  are 
still  active  as  ushers,  communion 
stewards  or  members  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Council.  Many  of  the  hon- 
orees  still  attend  church  regularly. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis, 
minister,  and  lay  persons  spoke 
about  the  service,  talents  and  stew¬ 


ardship  of  the  honorees. 

Among  those  honored  during  the 
celebration  were:  Joseph  Landry, 
98;  Nellie  L.  Johnson,  97;  Caldonia 
Gaskins,  97;  Clarence  Gaines,  95; 
Grant  Nero,  94;  Henrietta  Thomas, 
93;  Adelia  Weisse,  93;  Ethel  Mont¬ 
gomery,  92. 

After  the  service,  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  friends  and  family  of  the  hon¬ 
orees  attended  a  luncheon  in  their 
honor. 
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A  tale  of  two  traits 
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Bearing  one  another's  burdens  through  prayer  can  overcome  our 
"go  it  alone"  tendency  by  strengthening  the  "tie  that  binds"  Chris¬ 
tians  into  caring  communities  of  believers. 


A  recent  Gallup  survey  showing 
that  90  percent  of  Americans  claim 
some  form  of  religious  affiliation 
(see  UMR,  June  11)  might  be  re¬ 
garded  as  good  news  for  Protestant 
Christians  except  for  one  thing:  It 
lacked  the  rest  of  the  story. 

True,  Gallup’s  findings  are  con¬ 
sistent  with  similar  surveys  taken  in 
recent  decades  by  Gallup  and  other 
research  organizations.  They  show 
Americans,  to  quote  one  researcher, 
to  be  “incurably  religious.” 

Moreover,  in  Gallup’s  findings, 
56  percent  named  a  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination  as  their  preference. 

One  could  plausibly  conclude 
that  such  impressive  numbers  bode 
well  for  the  church  despite  a  quar¬ 
ter-century  of  steady  membership 
decline,  except ... 

The  numbers,  viewed  in  isola¬ 
tion,  don’t  reveal  an  equally  telling 
and  amply  documented  trait  of 
Americans:  Our  longstanding  pro¬ 
pensity  to  “go  it  alone”  in  religion 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  our  lives. 

For  example,  in  his  recent  land¬ 
mark  study,  “Habits  of  the  Heart,” 
sociologist  Robert  Bellah  docu¬ 
mented  the  persistence  of  the  spiri¬ 
tual  equivalent  of  “rugged  individ- 


Editorial 


ualism”  throughout  American  his¬ 
tory. 

In  religion  as  in  most  other  mat¬ 
ters,  Mr.  Bellah  showed,  Americans 
revel  in  “doing  their  own  thing,”  of¬ 
ten  at  the  expense  of  ties  to  a  com¬ 
munity  of  faith. 

Ironically,  as  Mr.  Bellah  and  oth¬ 
ers  have  pointed  out,  the  seeds  of 
such  attitudes  have  been  sown  by 
our  own  Protestant  tradition  which 
blessed  the  right  of  individuals  to 
read  and  interpret  the  Bible  for 
themselves — in  other  words,  to  be 
their  own  “religious  authorities.” 

In  efforts  to  build  up  the  body  of 
Christ,  we  believe  it’s  vital  that 
church  leaders  at  all  levels  take  into 
account  both  the  “incurably  reli¬ 
gious”  and  the  “go  it  alone”  traits 
of  Americans. 

The  former  trait  indicates  that 
large  numbers  of  people  are  likely 
to  be  receptive  to  our  invitation  to 
follow  Christ.  Hence,  we  should  be 
bolder  in  extending  that  invitation. 
Gallup’s  survey  suggests  that  we 
may  well  be  surprised  at  the  posi¬ 
tive  response! 


The  latter  trait  indicates,  however, 
that  the  task  of  community  forma¬ 
tion — creating  and  strengthening  the 
“tie  that  binds”  Christians  into  car¬ 
ing  and  self-sacrificing  units  of  be¬ 
lievers — is  likely  to  be  an  uphill 
battle  in  our  culture. 

In  other  words,  eliciting  a  “yes” 


to  the  Christian  message  is  the  easy 
part.  The  hard  part,  meriting  ongo¬ 
ing  in-depth  attention  by  every  con¬ 
gregation,  is  in  placing  as  much 
emphasis  on  the  corporate  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  following  Christ  as  is 
placed  on  the  rewards  of  individual 
salvation. 


I  contend  social  gospel  is  part  of  'Christ's  way' 


I  am  writing  in  response  to  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  in  the  May 
28  Reporter.  The  author,  the  Rev.  A. 
E.  Purviance,  seems  to  think  a  social 
gospel  is  somehow  irrelevant  or  even 
opposed  to  “the  way  of  Christ.” 

I  maintain  that  a  social  gospel  is 
part  of  Christ’s  way,  and  a  very  im¬ 
portant  part,  too.  It’s  where  God 
says,  “Talk  is  cheap!  Now  what  are 
you  going  to  do  about  it?” 

Jesus  didn’t  go  off  by  himself  to  be 
holy.  He  healed  the  sick  and  threw 
the  crooks  out  of  the  temple.  And 
please  note  the  latter  activity  in¬ 
volved  telling  the  powers  in  the  land 
that  they  weren’t  as  close  to  God  and 
His  word  as  they  claimed  to  be. 
Thomas  Lee  Boles 
Alamogordo,  New  Mexico 

He  cast  his  lot 

While  you  were  writing  your  glow- 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

ing  tribute  to  former  President  Jim¬ 
my  Carter  (see  UMR,  May  28),  he 
was  using  his  influence  to  split  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  wide 
open. 

According  to  a  report  in  the 
“Baptist  Standard,”  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Baptist  Fellowship  concluded 
its  third  annual  assembly  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  with  a  new  consti¬ 
tution.  The  article  states:  “About 
6,000  came  the  first  night  to  hear 
former  President  Jimmy  Carter 
‘cast  his  lot  with  the  CBF.’  ” 

It  is  obvious  to  me  that  the 
CBF — described  as  a  “moderate- 
conversative  organization” — is  a 


subversive  attempt  on  behalf  of 
some  people  to  have  their  own  way 
regardless  of  the  means  they  have  to 
employ  or  the  consequences. 

I  believe  your  editorial  will  do 
nothing  to  cement  or  encourage  rela¬ 
tions  between  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  even  though  we  may 
have  more  in  common  with  the  CBF 
than  either  of  us  is  willing  to  admit. 

Cecil  F.  McKee 
Huntsville,  Texas 


He's  a  model 

My  appreciation  for  your  positive 
editorial  concerning  the  “after-life”  of 
Jimmy  Carter  (see  UMR,  May  28). 
He  has  indeed  been  a  splendid  exam¬ 
ple  of  servanthood  and  Christian  wit¬ 
ness.  We  need  models  for  living  and 


Jimmy  Carter  certainly  has  been  one. 

W.  W.  McDermet  III 
Kalona,  Iowa 

With  regret 

It  was  with  regret  that  I  read  of 
the  “good-bye”  to  “Dear  Deborah” 
(see  UMR,  May  28).  That  was  one 
of  the  parts  I  liked  best  about  the 
Reporter.  I  hope  to  see  someone 
take  over  the  “Dear  Deborah”  col¬ 
umn  again  soon. 

I  also  like  the  coverage  given  to 
other  denominations.  Being  a 
Southern  Baptist,  it  pleases  me  to 
see  that  the  Reporter  accepts  others 
as  sisters  and  brothers,  not  through 
church  affiliation,  but  through  faith 
in  the  Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 

Evelyn  Justice 
Pinellas  Park,  Florida 

Retiring  wisdom? 

In  John  A.  Lovelace’s  farewell  to 
the  “Dear  Deborah”  column  (see 
UMR,  May  28)  he  refers  to  her  being 
a  “fount  of  wisdom  and  pastoral  sup¬ 
port.  He  also  alludes  to  the  column 
being  named  after  the  biblical  Debo¬ 
rah,  who  has  been  described  as  “an 
illuminated  or  an  enlightened  one.” 

By  retiring  “Deborah”  you  seem 
to  me  to  be  retiring  wisdom  and 
compassion.  With  all  the  troubles 
and  frustrations  that  face  people  to¬ 
day,  I  don’t  understand  how  your 
staff  could  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Deborah  column  has  fin¬ 
ished  serving  its  purpose. 

Frances  Rodgers 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


Steering  sailboat  taught  me  about  God's  will 


By  LINDA  ROTEN 

Almost  two  years  ago  I  experi¬ 
enced  the  loss  of  three  very  dear, 
close  friends  in  a  short  period  of 
time.  I  was  deeply  saddened  and 
was  having  great  difficulty  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  my  loss. 

During  that  period  of  time,  I  was 
invited  to  go  sailing  on  a  60-foot  sail¬ 
boat  with  a  group  of  people.  I  reluc¬ 
tantly  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
we  sailed  into  the  bay  on  a  beautiful 
night.  That  evening  I  considered  my 
loss  as  I  gazed  on  the  full  moon,  the 
stars  and  the  dark  water. 

Then  the  captain  instructed  me  to 
take  the  helm  and  steer  the  sailboat 
back  to  the  harbor.  I  said  I  couldn’t 
because  I  didn’t  have  my  glasses 
and  couldn’t  see  at  night. 

He  replied  that  I  didn’t  need  my 
glasses — all  I  needed  to  do  was  to  fol¬ 
low  his  instructions.  He  would  stand 
behind  me  and  when  he  tapped  me 
on  my  right  shoulder,  I  would  turn 


My  Witness 


Linda  Roten  is  a  member  of  Friends¬ 
wood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Friendswood,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

the  helm  to  the  right;  when  he  tapped 
me  on  my  left  shoulder,  I  would  turn 
the  helm  to  the  left.  He  insisted  that  I 
take  the  helm.  I  did,  but  I  was  very 
nervous  because  I  had  never  been  on 
a  sailboat  of  this  size  before,  much 
less  steered  one. 

As  we  proceeded  across  the  bay 
and  into  the  busy  harbor,  I  turned 
the  tiller  according  to  the  captain’s 
instructions.  It  looked  as  though  we 
would  surely  hit  another  boat  or  run 
into  a  dock.  I  felt  helpless. 

I  seriously  considered  turning  the 
wheel  as  I  thought  best — instead  of 
following  the  captain’s  guidance. 
After  some  thought  about  this,  I 


made  a  conscious  decision  to  accept 
the  captain’s  expertise  and  to  follow 
his  guidance.  I  did  exactly  as  he  told 
me  to  do,  and  we  arrived  safely  in 
the  harbor  at  the  home  dock. 

God  spoke  to  me  through  this  ex¬ 
perience.  God  reminded  me  during 
my  time  of  loss  that  He  will  never 
leave  me  or  forsake  me.  Regardless 
of  my  losses  on  this  earth,  He  is  al¬ 
ways  with  me;  I  will  never  lose 
Him.  He  is  ever-present. 

God  also  reminded  me  that  I 
must  always  look  to  Him  for  His 
will  for  my  life,  not  my  will.  I  must 
always  trust  and  obey  Him  com¬ 
pletely,  no  matter  how  difficult  or 
impossible  things  may  appear  to  be. 
God  is  in  control,  even  in  the  dark¬ 
est  of  times. 

And  God  dispels  that  darkness. 
He  gives  us  direction,  guidance  and 
purpose.  He  blesses  our  lives  with 
new  hope,  and  He  gives  our  hearts  a 
new  song  of  praise — a  song  of 
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praise  to  our  God. 

“And  thine  ears  shall  hear  a  word 
behind  thee,  saying,  This  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  in  it,  when  ye  turn  to  the 
right  hand,  and  when  ye  turn  to  the 
left.”  (Isaiah  30:21,  KJV) 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible— book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“He  who  supplies  seed  for  the 
sower  and  bread  for  food  will  sup¬ 
ply  and  multiply  your  resources  and 
increase  the  harvest  of  your  righ¬ 
teousness.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Ephesians  4:25) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  20 

Sunday:  Psalms  86: 1-7 
Monday:  Psalms  86:8-10, 16-17 
Tuesday:  Genesis  21:8-14 
Wednesday:  Genesis  21:15-21 
Thursday:  Romans  6:  lb-4 
Friday:  Romans  6:5-1 1 
Saturday:  Matthew  10:24-39 
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We  need  to  support 
those  who  struggle 
with  sexual  orientation 


By  HUGH  A.  CRITCHETT 

In  our  recent  mail  came  a  heart¬ 
breaking  letter. 

The  one  who  wrote  it  has  been  a 
loyal  member  and  devoted  worker 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
for  more  than  40  years.  She  gave  me 
permission  to  share  her  letter  be¬ 
cause  it  presents  a  problem  we  need 
to  address  as  a  church.  I  have 
changed  the  names  of  persons  and 
deleted  the  names  of  the  universi¬ 
ties  to  protect  their  anonymity. 

“Dear  Critchetts: 

“This  will  be  a  hard  letter  to 
write,  but  I’ve  put  it  off  too  long  al¬ 
ready. 

“Our  youngest  son,  Fred,  died  of 
AIDS  recently.  We  have  known  he 
had  it  for  four  years,  but  we  didn’t 
know  it  would  be  so  hard  to  say 
goodbye. 

“In  1 980  in  his  senior  year  at  the 
university  he  went  to  some  pro-gay 
groups  that  are  so  prevalent  on  the 
campuses  today.  That  summer  he 
told  us  that  he  had  felt  so  different 
from  other  boys  in  high  school  he 
even  thought  of  committing  suicide. 

'We  never  suspected' 

“We  never  suspected  a  thing  as 
he  was  so  active  in  our  church 
youth  groups  at  that  time  we 
thought  he  was  happy.  I  can’t  tell 
you  what  that  does  to  a  family — 
you  feel  despair,  guilt,  shame,  an¬ 
ger,  helplessness,  and  he  felt  the 
same  as  he  didn’t  know  why  he  had 
that  orientation.  You  don’t  know 
what  to  do  and  you  don’t  want  to 
tell  anybody. 

“So  Fred  made  a  fatal  mistake — 
he  entered  into  a  homosexual 
lifestyle  for  a  short  time,  but  it  did 
not  make  him  happy  as  the  pro-gay 
groups  had  promised.  So  he  ‘escaped’ 
from  our  city’s  gay  scene  to  a  neigh¬ 
boring  state  university  where  he  met 
Mary  as  they  worked  on  their  mas¬ 
ter’s  degrees  together. 

“Things  seemed  to  be  going  bet¬ 
ter  for  him,  but  when  he  got  sick 
Christmas  1988  and  was  diagnosed 
with  AIDS,  again  our  family  was 
devastated.  Mary  married  him  the 
next  month  knowing  he  had  AIDS. 
She  has  been  one  of  our  blessings, 
and  so  far  has  tested  negative  for 
AIDS.  We  have  had  much  to  be 
thankful  for  these  past  four  years. 

“They  bought  a  little  house  and 
had  fun  fixing  it  up,  having  a  yard 
and  a  garden.  They  have  both 
worked  for  the  university  in  their 
research  lab,  so  they  have  had  good 
jobs  and  a  wonderful  boss.  The  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  lab  were  like  a  big  family. 
When  at  the  last  we  had  to  take 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Hugh  A. 
Critchett  of  Pueblo, 
Colorado,  is  a  re¬ 
tired  clergy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual 
Conference. 


For  other  perspectives  on  this  topic 
from  Colorado  United  Methodists,  see 
stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


shifts  staying  round  the  clock  with 
Fred,  they  often  took  a  shift. 

'Hope  of  change' 

“Oh,  how  we  wish  someone  had 
offered  him  the  hope  of  change  dur¬ 
ing  those  formative  years. 

“Thank  goodness  there  are  some 
ex-gay  ministries  in  this  area  now 
apd  they  have  been  great  support  to 
us.  There  is  a  national  organization 
called  Exodus  International  (P.O. 
Box  2121,  San  Rafael,  Calif.  94912) 
which  is  the  coalition  of  all  ex-gay 
groups  in  the  country. 

“The  leaders  believe  that  many 
people  have  unmet  childhood 
needs,  whether  real  or  perceived, 
which  lead  to  problems  later  on, 
and  one  symptom  can  be  homosex¬ 
uality.  When  those  needs  are  recog¬ 
nized  and  dealt  with,  healing 
occurs,  so  homosexuals,  as  all  of  us, 
need  the  assurance  of  God’s  love, 
and  the  hope  that  God’s  love  will 
enable  us  to  change  and  become  the 
people  He  meant  us  to  be. 

“The  group  is  inspiring,  but  only 
a  drop  in  the  bucket  compared  to 
the  powerful  gay  lobbies. . . .  We 
loved  Fred  very  much  and  how  any¬ 
one  could  watch  a  talented  young 
man  die  of  AIDS  and  say  that  ho¬ 
mosexuality  is  a  valid  lifestyle  is  be¬ 
yond  me.” 

My  former  parishioner  raises  a 
problem  which  the  church  is  not  ad¬ 
dressing  adequately. 

We  have  been  so  vocal  in  accept¬ 
ing  homosexuals  and  lesbians  that 
we  have  sometimes  encouraged 
those  whose  sexual  orientation  is 
not  clearly  established  to  move  to 
homosexual  practice  without  help¬ 
ing  them  to  overcome  a  feeling 
which  may  not  be  as  compelling  as 
gays  have  claimed  it  is. 

Since  our  official  position  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline  says  that  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  is  incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching,  we 
need  to  become  more  active  in  our 
support  for  those  who  are  struggling 
with  their  sexual  orientation. 


What  others  are  saying 


“If  a  preacher  doesn’t  strike  oil 
inside  of  25  minutes,  he  or  she 
ought  to  stop  boring.” 

— The  Rev.  William  K.  Quick, 
Detroit. 

*  *  * 


‘In  our  culture,  my  friends,  a 
murder  is  tak¬ 
ing  place.  What 
is  being  mur¬ 
dered  is  the 
process  of 
thinking.  We 
are  in  an  infor-r 
mation  age  . . . 
a  knowledge-based  society.  Just 
because  we  know  a  lot  is  no  sign 


that  we  think  about  what  we 
know.” 

— Bishop  Bruce  Blake,  Dallas, 
Texas. 


★  *  * 

“As  we  go  about  the  motions 
of  being  the  church,  we  lose  the 
vision  we’ve  been  given.  But  we 
mustn’t  think  we’re  just  to  do  a 
job — it  matters  how  the  job  is 
done.  It  matters  in  whose  name 
things  are  done.  We  must  do  the 
right  things  for  the  right  rea¬ 
son — the  living  Christ!” 

— The  Rev.  Mvume  Dandala,  Jo¬ 
hannesburg,  South  Africa. 

*  *  * 


People’s  judgements  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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INVITATIONS,  PLEASE:  Episcopal  ar¬ 
eas  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  wishing  to 
host  the  church’s  top  legislative  body  in  the  year 
2000  may  submit  invitations  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  General  Conference  until  July  1, 
1994.  Traditionally,  the  site  for  the  conference 
has  moved  sequentially  among  the  church’s  five 
geographical  regions  in  the  United  States.  On 
that  basis,  the  2000  A.D.  sessions  would  be  in 
the  North  Central  Jurisdiction.  The  Indianapo¬ 
lis  Area  began  the  current  “cycle”  by  hosting 
the  1980  General  Conference,  followed  by  Bal¬ 
timore  (Northeastern)  in  1984,  St.  Louis  (South 
Central)  in  1988,  Louisville  (Southeastern)  in 
1992  and  Denver  (Western)  in  1992. 

GLOBAL  TEACH-IN:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  has 
overwhelmingly  approved  staging  a  “global 
teach-in”  on  human  rights  in  summer  1994. 
The  proposal  was  sponsored  by  the  Rev.  Ed 
Paup  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  in  response  to  a 
campaign  to  move  the  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  from  Denver  in  protest  of  Colorado’s 
Amendment  2  (see  related  stories  on  this  page). 
The  conference  will  seek  assistance  from  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
in  organizing  the  event. 

CASINOS  REJECTED^  For  the  fourth 

time  in  17  years,  voters  in 
Detroit  have  said  no  to  ca¬ 
sino  gambling.  The  Rev. 

William  K.  Quick,  pastor  of 
Metropolitan  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Detroit, 
who  has  led  the  fight  four 
times  (1976,  1981,  1988 
and  1993)  said  the  June  2 
vote  was  the  closest  yet  with  William  Quick 
casinos  defeated  by  a  margin  of  51-49  percent. 
Dr.  Quick  and  other  opponents  said  they  hope 
this  year’s  win  will  help  persuade  Michigan 
Gov.  John  Engler  and  federal  authorities  to 
deny  requests  for  a  Native  American-run  casino 
in  the  city’s  Greek  Town.  The  June  2  vote  does 
not  technically  affect  plans  for  the  proposed 
Chippewa  Tribal  Casino. 

POWER  OF  THE  PRESIDENCY:  a 

United  Methodist  missions  executive  said  he  is 
pleased  that  Guatemala’s  leading  human  rights 
official,  Ramerio  de  Leon  Carpio,  became  the 
country’s  president  following  the  ouster  of 
Jorge  Serrano.  The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman, 
head  of  the  denomination’s  Global  Ministries 
World  Division,  was  in  the  Central  American 
country  with  others  from  the  division  May  8-13. 

PEACE  SERVICE:  After  a  recent  arson  fire 
that  killed  five  Turkish  women  and  children  in 
Solingen,  Germany,  Peace  United  Methodist 
Church  held  a  “peace  and  prayer  service”  for 
the  community.  Pastors  Regine  and  Siegfried 
Stoltze  used  local  radio  to  invite  the  community 
to  the  service  on  Pentecost  Sunday.  Earlier  that 
day,  members  had  joined  a  large  peace  demon¬ 
stration  and  reported  their  experiences  to  the 
congregation  during  morning  worship.  Many 
townspeople  have  expressed  shame  at  the  action 
against  the  Turkish  population,  the  pastors  said. 

ACTION  URGED:  The  1 3-member  board 
of  the  National  Interfaith  Cable  Coalition, 
whose  participants  include  United  Methodist 
Communications,  recently  issued  an  “urgent 
call”  for  viewers  of  the  VISN/ACTS  television 
network  to  write  their  local  cable  companies  ex¬ 
pressing  support  and  thanks  for  carrying  VISN/ 
ACTS  programming.  The  board  is  concerned 
that  VISN/ACTS  programming  may  be  dropped 
by  local  companies  because  of  congressional  leg¬ 
islation  passed  last  year  which  forces  local  cable 
companies  to  reserve  one-third  of  their  channels 
for  local  broadcast  stations. 

SEND  TROOPS  TO  BOSNIA:  Peace 

activist  the  Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin  Jr.,  well 
known  for  his  anti-war  activism  as  chaplain  at 
Yale  University  during  the  Vietnam  years,  says 
a  strengthened  U.N.  force  may  represent  a Jast 
hope  for  war-tom  Bosnia.  In  a  statement  circu¬ 
lated  by  the  Cleveland-based  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Dr.  Coffin  endorsed  a  declaration  signed 
recently  by  a  group  of  high-ranking  church  lead¬ 
ers  calling  for  a  U.S.  military  presence  under  the 
U.N.  banner.  Dr.  Coffin,  who  headed  an  anti¬ 
nuclear  coalition  after  leaving  the  pastorate  of 
New  York’s  Riverside  Church,  is  a  visiting  pro¬ 
fessor  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion  in 
Berkeley,  Calif. 


'96  conclave  witness  to  focus  on  civil  rights 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

DENVER — Diaconal  minister 
Greg  Norton  of  Boulder,  Colo., 
presents  petitions  containing 
nearly  3,000  signatures  of 
United  Methodists  who  sup¬ 
ported  moving  the  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  from  Denver. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER — Witness  events 
that  will  demonstrate  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  civil  rights  of  all 
people,  including  homosexuals, 
have  been  authorized  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church’s  1 996  legisla¬ 
tive  General  Conference. 

Details  remain  to  be  worked 
out,  but  those  events  may  include: 

■  A  candlelight  prayer  vigil  on 
the  steps  of  the  Colorado  State 
Capitol  immediately  following  the 
episcopal  address  traditionally  de¬ 
livered  by  one  United  Methodist 
bishop  to  the  General  Conference 
on  behalf  of  all  bishops; 

■  A  scheduled  time  on  the 
General  Conference  agenda  to 
hear  from  gay  men  and  lesbians 
who  say  they  have  been  victim¬ 
ized  by  discrimination.  This 
agenda  item  would  be  similar  to 
the  special  event  held  at  the  1992 
General  Conference  immediately 
following  riots  in  Los  Angeles; 

■  Performances  by  gay  men’s 
and  lesbians’  choruses. 

'Strongest  way' 

These  events — or  similar  oth¬ 
ers — are  intended  to  “witness  in 


the  strongest  possible  way”  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
stance  affirming  the  human  and 
civil  rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  (see  related  article  below). 

The  debate  over  whether  to 
move  the  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  resulted  from  Colorado  vot¬ 
ers’  adoption  of  legislation 
known  as  Amendment  2. 

Amendment  2  (see  box  on  right) 
overturns  local  laws  in  Denver, 
Boulder  and  Aspen  that  prohibit 
discrimination  against  homosexual 
people  in  such  areas  as  jobs,  hous¬ 
ing  and  public  services.  In  abey¬ 
ance  pending  a  hearing  next 
October  on  its  constitutionality, 
the  legislation  has  been  alternately 
described  as  “keeping  gays  from 
having  special  rights”  or  “an  in¬ 
fringement  of  the  civil  rights  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians.” 

After  both  proponents  and  op¬ 
ponents  of  moving  General  Con¬ 
ference  spoke,  commission 
members  commended  both  sides 
on  their  presentations.  Then  the 
commission  members  indicated 
they’d  been  persuaded  by  the  need 
for  social  witness  consistent  with 
the  church’s  stance  upholding  the 
civil  rights  of  homosexual  people. 

Yet  practicalities  of  steward¬ 


ship  also  played  a  role  in  the 
commission’s  decision. 

For  instance,  the  Colorado  Con¬ 
vention  Center,  which  normally 
would  charge  around  $  1 34,000  for 
an  event  the  size  and  length  of  the 
General  Conference — 1,000  vot¬ 
ing  delegates,  another  1,000  or  so 
visitors  for  10  days - has  con¬ 

tracted  to  charge  The  United 
Methodist  Church  only  $15,000, 
said  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick  of 
Detroit,  program  chair. 

No  room  until  2006 

The  Rev.  DeWayne  Woodring, 
outgoing  business  manager  for 
United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ferences  since  1976,  added  that 
no  other  Western  convention  hall 
of  sufficient  size  has  space  for  the 
1 0-day  conclave  through  the  year 
2006. 

Although  commission  mem¬ 
bers,  proponents  and  opponents 
of  the  move  said  they  accepted 
the  compromise  of  retaining 
Denver  while  adding  social  wit¬ 
ness,  one  speaker  was  guarded 
about  the  outcome. 

“It’s  disconcerting  that  the 
commission  felt  they  couldn’t 
use  the  words  ‘gay’  or  ‘lesbian’  or 
‘bisexual’  in  their  motion,”  said 
Gloria  Soliz  of  San  Francisco. 


Amendment  2 

No  protected  status 
based  on  homosexual, 
lesbian  or  bisexual  orientation. 

Neither  the  State  of  Colorado, 
through  any  of  its  branches  or 
departments,  nor  any  of  its  agencies, 
political  subdivisions,  municipalities 
or  school  districts,  shall  enact,  adopt 
or  enforce  any  statute,  regulation, 
ordinance  or  policy  whereby 
J  homosexual,  lesbian  or  bisexual 
orientation,  conduct,  practices  or 
relationships  shall  constitute  or 
otherwise  be  the  basis  of,  or  entitle 
any  person  or  class  of  persons  to 
have  or  claim  any  minority  status  ' 
quota  preferences,  protected  status 
or  claim  of  discrimination... 


She  is  the  co-spokesperson  for 
Affirmation,  the  unofficial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  caucus  for  gay,  les¬ 
bian  and  bisexual  concerns. 

“I’m  really  happy  about  the 
possibility  that,  if  the  commis¬ 
sion  follows  through,  for  the  first 
time  gay  men  and  lesbians  may 
have  a  voice  at  General  Confer¬ 
ence  that’s  been  denied  to  them. 
It’s  hard  not  to  be  cynical  and  I 
don’t  want  to  be,  but  I’ll  have  to 
see  it  to  believe  it.” 


Colorado  UMs  speak  out  on  social  witness  struggle 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

FORT  COLLINS,  Colo.— 
They’ve  had  hate  mail.  At  least  one 
has  been  threatened  with  death. 
And  they’ve  disagreed  among 
themselves  about  how  best  to  wit¬ 
ness  against  legislation  which  they 
perceive  as  discriminatory. 

But  several  Colorado  United 
Methodists  say  they  want  the  rest 
of  the  church  to  understand  three 
things  about  the  struggle  around 
their  state’s  legislation  known  as 
Amendment  2: 

1)  What  they’re  fighting  isn’t  a 
regional  aberration;  it’s  the  open¬ 
ing  shot  of  a  national  cam¬ 
paign — pending  in  22  states — 
that  threatens  everyone’s  rights; 

2)  Condemnation  from  various 
groups  has  left  them  feeling  un¬ 
supported  by  the  church  at  large 
just  when  they  needed  support 
the  most; 

3)  United  Methodists  can  dis¬ 
agree — as  over  Amendment  2 — 
without  breaking  their  covenant 
as  Christians. 

These  perspectives  came  re¬ 
cently  from  interviews  with  cler¬ 
gy  and  lay  members  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference 
amid  deliberations  around  the 
church’s  response  to  Amendment 
2  (see  related  stories  on  this 
page). 

Here’s  what  they  had  to  say: 

Lavada  Redding 

The  conference  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women  makes 


Para.  71G* 

Rights  of  Homosexual 
Persons. 

Certain  basic  human  rights  and  civil 
liberties  are  due  all  persons.  We  are 
committed  to  support  those  rights 
and  liberties  for  homosexual  persons. 
We  see  a  clear  issue  of  simple 
justice  in  protecting  their  rightful 
claims  where  they  have:  shared 
material  resources,  pensions,  guardian 
relationships,  mutual  powers  of 
attorney,  and  other  such  lawful 
claims  typically  attendant  to 
contractual  relationships  which 
involve  shared  contributions, 
responsibilities  and  liabilities,  and 
equal  protection  before  the  law. 
Moreover,  we  support  efforts  to  stop 
violence  and  other  forms  of  coercion 
against  gays  and  lesbians. 

*  from  the  Social  Principles  in  The  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline 


no  bones  about  her  stance 
against  Amendment  2. 

“For  me,  it’s  a  matter  of  sover¬ 
eignty,”  said  Ms.  Redding,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Memorial  UMC  in  Denver. 

“Denver,  Boulder,  Aspen — we 
already  had  laws  [prohibiting  dis¬ 
crimination  against  homosexual 
people].  Amendment  2  to  me 
means  that  home  rule  is  for  noth¬ 
ing.  If  they  take  away  your  right 
to  decide  this  issue,  they’ll  take 
away  all  your  rights.” 

Ms.  Redding  recalled  with 
pride  the  efforts  of  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  UMW  units  at  1992  Schools 
of  Christian  Mission  and  at  dis¬ 
trict  UMW  events  to  educate 


voters  about  the  potential  impact 
of  Amendment  2. 

She  said  similar  efforts  will  go 
forward  now  that  the  conference 
has  voted  to  “work  vigorously” 
for  Amendment  2’s  repeal. 

Bernice  Burr-Wilken 

Ms.  Burr-Wilken  is  described 
by  Ms.  Redding  as  a  linchpin  in 
conference  efforts  against 
Amendment  2. 

Ms.  Burr-Wilken  is  a  seminary 
graduate  and  pastor’s  wife  from 
Mancos  in  southwestern  Colora¬ 
do.  She  serves  as  Christian  social 
concerns  chair  for  the  conference 
UMW  and  on  the  conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  as 
well  as  on  a  citizens’  group  work¬ 
ing  to  repeal  Amendment  2. 

Over  the  past  15  months,  Ms. 
Burr-Wilken  has  written  and  spo¬ 
ken  out  against  the  legislation — 
which  she  describes  as  “clearly 
an  issue  of  justice,  not  moral¬ 
ity” — to  uphold  the  civil  rights 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Her  efforts  have  earned  her 
hate  mail  and  verbal  abuse. 

“I  can’t  let  that  stop  me,”  Ms. 
Burr-Wilken  said.  “I  read  how 
Jeremiah  had  a  fire  in  his  bones 
for  God’s  word.  That’s  how  it  is 
with  me.  I’ve  prayed  about  this 
for  1 5  months. 

“We  have  a  huge  task  to  pro¬ 
mote  healing  [between  groups 
which  differed  over  whether  the 
church’s  1996  General  Conference 
should  move  from  Denver  to  pro¬ 
test  Amendment  2].  My  biggest 
concern  is  how  to  build  a  founda¬ 


tion  for  working  together.” 

Lynn  Garst 

Mr.  Garst,  as  chair  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
has  served  as  “point  man.”  He 
sponsored  a  petition,  later  adopted, 
for  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  to  “work  vigorously”  for 
the  repeal  of  Amendment  2. 

“The  God  of  history  always 
leaves  behind  those  who  use  Scrip¬ 
ture  to  support  private  prejudice 
and  public  discrimination,”  said 
Mr.  Garst,  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Loveland,  Colo. 

“Lots  of  stones  have  been 
thrown  at  Colorado  by  the  gener¬ 
al  church,  but  at  least  we’re  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  issue  while  the 
general  church  really  hasn’t.  The 
conference  church  and  society 
board  gave  money  to  fight 
Amendment  2  last  year.  We’ve 
gone  throughout  the  conference 
to  try  to  educate  people  about 
what  Amendment  2  really  does.” 

He  added  that  the  experience 
also  taught  for  him  and  others 
about  the  need  for  communica¬ 
tion  in  social  witness. 

“If  we’d  been  pulling  together 
we  could  have  done  more  to  de¬ 
feat  Amendment  2  last  Novem¬ 
ber,”  Mr.  Garst  said. 

Toni  Cook  and 
Greg  Norton 

To  those  who’ve  sent  them  hate 
mail,  the  Rev.  Toni  Cook  of  Den¬ 
ver  and  diaconal  minister  Greg 
Norton  of  Boulder  are  obviously 
“the  enemy.'’  After  all,  they’re  the 


For  another  perspective  on  this 
topic  from  a  Colorado  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  see  "Here  I  Stand"  on  page  2. 

people  who  spearheaded  the  cam¬ 
paign  to  move  the  1996  General 
Conference  from  Denver. 

But  their  companions  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  still 
view  them  as  sister  and  brother 
in  Christ. 

“When  Greg  and  I  brought  the 
petition  effort  we  knew  we’d  be  a 
peripheral  voice,”  said  Ms. 
Cook,  pastor  of  the  90-member 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  on  Denver’s 
Capitol  Hill. 

“But  we  felt  we  needed  to 
speak  out  in  the  general  church 
about  Amendment  2.  We  felt  it 
most  effective  to  organize 
around  the  issue  of  the  site  for 
General  Conference;  we  wanted 
the  church  talking  about  it. 

“It’s  frightening  to  see  such  an 
erosion  of  human  rights.” 

Mr.  Norton,  minister  of  music 
at  First  UMC  in  Boulder,  added: 
“One  thing  we  learned  [from  the 
Amendment  2  campaign]  was 
that  inaction  on  the  part  of  good 
church  people  is  just  as  powerful 
as  the  strategies  of  the  zealous 
Religious  Right. 

“Toni  and  I  knew  that  moving 
General  Conference  was  a  long 
shot.  When  there’s  controversy, 
we  in  the  church  forget  that  peo¬ 
ple  do  such  things  [as  proposing 
a  move]  out  of  love  for  the 
church,  not  hate.  It’s  reminding 
the  church  to  be  the  church.” 


Coloradoans  are  divided 
on  meaning  of  legislation 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  COLLINS,  Colo. — Many  Colorado 
United  Methodists  don’t  find  Amendment  2 
discriminatory. 

For  them  the  issue  isn’t  one  of  limiting 
civil  rights;  it’s  about  avoiding  creation  of 
a  specially  protected  class  of  citizens. 

Several  lay  and  clergy  delegates  to  the 
1 993  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference 
spoke  against  proposals  to  work  for  the  re¬ 
peal  of  Amendment  2. 

Some  said  they  haven’t  been  able  to  sep¬ 
arate  whether  upholding  the  civil  rights  of 


gay  men  and  lesbians — which  the  church 
supports — also  means  endorsing  behavior 
that  the  church  says  is  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.” 

One  effort  during  the  conference’s  busi¬ 
ness  sessions  would  have  added  the  phrase 
“while  not  endorsing  homosexual  prac¬ 
tices”  to  a  petition  that  committed  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  to  “work  vigorously” 
against  Amendment  2. 

The  amendment  failed  by  two  votes, 
264  to  266,  with  42  members  of  the  annual 
conference  abstaining. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Hurts  extinguish  candle 


FORT  COLLINS,  Colo. — As  a  commis¬ 
sioned  “keeper  of  the  light,”  the  Rev.  Lucia 
Guzman  extinguished  the  candle  burning  at 
the  front  of  the  room  where  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  was  meeting. 

“The  light  is  extinguished  because  there 
are  people  hurting  in  this  room,”  said  Ms. 
Guzman,  a  pastor  in  Denver. 

“No  matter  how  we  may  feel  about  the 
issue  of  Amendment  2,  this  is  not  a  time 
for  clapping,  shouting  or  laughing.  This  is 
a  sacred  time.” 

The  practice  of  “keeping  the  light”  had 
been  initiated  two  days  earlier  by  the  con¬ 
ference  worship  committee,  said  the  Rev. 
Toni  Cook,  chair. 

A  lighted  candle  formed  a  focal  point  for 


the  opening  worship  processional,  Ms.  Cook 
explained.  Six  people — inclusive  of  race,  sex. 
age,  geography  and  clergy  or  lay  status — were 
commissioned  during  the  conference’s  open¬ 
ing  worship  as  “keepers  of  the  light.” 

In  effect  they  served  as  the  conference’s 
“conscience:”  whenever  deliberations  be¬ 
came,  in  the  keepers’  estimation,  too  acri¬ 
monious,  the  light  was  extinguished  until, 
aided  by  prayer,  passions  cooled. 

Although  the  practice  was  wide!) 
praised,  there  was  one  public  criticism 
One  pastor,  transferring  to  another  annua! 
conference,  said  he  hoped  the  quest  foi 
community  would  not  keep  the  assembly 
from  a  faithful  witness  to  the  Gospel. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLt 


Bishop  Nolan  Harmon  dies  at  age  100 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— -Bishop  Nolan  B. 
Harmon,  United  Methodism’s  old¬ 
est  bishop  and  a  distinguished  schol¬ 
ar,  editor  and  teacher,  died  at  his 
home  in  Atlanta  June  8  at  age  100. 

Bom  July  14,  1892,  in  Merid¬ 
ian,  Miss.,  he  was  elected  a  bishop 

Retired  Bishop  Joel  McDavid 
(left)  introduces  Bishop 
Nolan  B.  Harmon  on  his 
100th  birthday  last  year 
during  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  conference  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 
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in  the  former  Methodist  Church  in 
1956  and  served  in  the  Charlotte 
(N.C.)  Area  until  retiring  in  1964. 

He  is  believed  to  be  only  the 
third  bishop  in  the  Methodist  or 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  tradi¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States  to  reach 
100.  Others  were  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Herbert  Welch  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Bishop  Isaac 
Lane. 

Bishop  Harmon  was  educated  at 
Millsaps  College  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
where  he  delivered  the  1989  bac¬ 
calaureate  sermon  on  the  75th  an¬ 
niversary  of  his  graduation.  He 
earned  a  master’s  degree  from 
Princeton  University  and  had  sev¬ 


eral  honorary  degrees. 

He  served  a  brief  time  in  the 
U.S  Army  chaplaincy  during 
World  War  I  and  then  joined  the 
Baltimore  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

He  was  a  clergy  delegate  to  the 
1939  conference  which  united 
three  streams  of  American  Meth¬ 
odism  and  in  1940  was  elected 
book  editor  of  the  reunited 
church. 

He  was  general  editor  of  “The  In¬ 
terpreter’s  Bible,”  a  12-volume  com¬ 
mentary  produced  in  the  1950s 
which  achieved  wide  acclaim. 

In  addition  to  the  Charlotte  Area, 


he  served  as  bishop  of  the  North  Al¬ 
abama  and  Kentucky  conferences 
due  to  the  death  of  one  bishop  and 
retirement  of  another. 

When  he  retired  in  1964  he  be¬ 
came  visiting  professor  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta  (where  he  served 
until  1990)  and  editor  of  the  “En¬ 
cyclopedia  of  World  Methodism.” 
The  latter  work  is  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  Historical  Societies 
and  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Funeral  services  were  held  June 
1 2  at  Druid  Hills  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Atlanta.  Burial  was 
in  Roanoke,  Va. 
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Faith 

-connections 

AIDS  STUDY  FOR  YOUTH:  issues 

tor  teen-agers — from  falling  in  love  to  violence 
to  the  danger  of  cults  to  AIDS — are  examined 
in  a  new  educational  series,  “To  the  Point,” 
from  Abingdon.  The  first  in  the  series  is  “To  the 
Point:  AIDS.”  Each  issue  is  designed  to  help 
adult  church  workers  with  youths  talk  about 
contemporary  social  and  spiritual  issues.  The 
series  employs  biblical,  theological,  social  and 
medical  perspectives.  Other  topics  for  future 
To  the  Point”  resources  are  youth  violence,  Sa¬ 
tanism  and  cults,  world  religions,  and  family 
and  other  relationships. 

PERFECT  MATCH:  College  students  who 
want  ministry  experience  and  United  Methodist 
congregations  that  seek  volunteer  leaders  for 
youth  programs  will  be  matched  in  a  summer 
project  to  begin  next  year.  “New  Visions,”  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education,  will  match  teams  consisting 
of  a  chaplain  and  four  college  students  with  lo¬ 
cal  and  regional  ministries  for  children  and 
youth  beginning  in  July  1994.  Training  events 
for  campus  ministers  and  chaplains  are  sched¬ 
uled  this  July. 

THEOLOGIAN  DIES:  Theologian  Rob¬ 
ert  Earl  Cushman,  former  dean  of  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  Divinity  School  and  an  official  Protestant 
observer  at  Vatican  Council  II,  died  June  9  at  a 
hospital  in  Camden,  Maine.  He  was  79.  As  dean 
from  1958-71,  Dr.  Cushman  was  the  chief  pro¬ 
ponent  for  enriching  Duke’s  program  in  biblical 
and  church  history.  He  recruited  a  number  of 
top  scholars  in  those  fields.  His  support  was  a 
vital  key  in  developing  the  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  fund  provides  financial  aid  for  ministerial 
candidates  in  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

CONCERNS  FOR  WOMEN:  What  are 

the  major  issues  for  today’s  women  in  the 
church?  The  answer  could  depend  on  the  age  of 
the  person  responding  to  the  question,  say  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  the  Wisconsin  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  A  two-year  study  of  3,231  women  by  the 
Wisconsin  conference’s  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women  found  that  different  is¬ 
sues  are  stronger  for  some  age  groups  than  for 
others.  Issues  of  stress,  appreciation,  isolation, 
discrimination,  finances  and  self-esteem  were 
found  important  to  women  under  50:  Health, 
aging  and  living  after  the  death  of  a  spouse  were 
issues  higher  for  those  over  50.  Inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  was  more  of  a  concern  for  younger  wom¬ 
en,  though  it  was  a  significant  concern  for  all 
age  groups. 

OFFICERS  ELECTED:  Quadrennial  offi¬ 
cers  were  invested  for  the  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Order  of  Saint  Luke  during  the  group’s 
recent  executive  committee  meeting  in  Maggie 
Valley,  N.C.  Abbot  and  editor  of  the  group’s 
“Sacramental  Life”  publication  is  Michael  J. 
O’Donnell.  Other  officers  include  Nancy  B. 
Parks  and  the  Revs.  Dwight  W.  Vogel,  Mark 
Mashburn,  Mark  Stamm,  Timothy  J.  Crouch, 
George  E.  Reed  and  Clifton  F.  Gurthie.  The  Or¬ 
der  of  Saint  Luke  supports  liturgical  and  sacra¬ 
mental  integrity  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  through  scholarship,  education  and 
practice. 

CORRECTION:  In  the  June  1 1  Reporter, 
the  residence  of  Methodist  Bishop  Paulo  Lock- 
mann  was  incorrectly  reported  as  Sao  Paulo, 
Brazil.  Bishop  Lockmann  lives  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


Vision  2000  strikes  chord 


with  grassroots 


By  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Just  four  years  ago,  United 
Methodist  membership  in  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina  was  flagging, 
much  like  other  United  Method¬ 
ist  and  other  mainline  Christian 
churches  across  the  United 
States. 

In  1993,  however,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Western  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  is  celebrating 
three  years  of  overall  member¬ 
ship  growth. 

More  than  3,000  people  have 
joined  United  Methodist 
churches  there,  with  worship  at¬ 
tendance  up  more  than  5,400 
people,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Chuck  Wilson,  conference  direc¬ 
tor  of  congregational  growth  and 


development. 

Church  leaders  attribute  the 
growth  spurt  to  “Vision  2000,” 
which  creators  call  a  “process” — 
rather  than  another  tired  pro¬ 
gram— for  congregational  growth 
and  vitality. 

'Spiritual  vitality'  back 

Vision  2000,  developed  by  the 
Revs.  Joe  Harding  of  Richland, 
Wa.,  and  Ralph  Mooney  of  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn.,  helps  local 
church  leaders  decide  what  their 
congregations  do  best  and  what 
they  would  like  to  do  better. 

As  one  area  of  church  life  gets 
stronger,  planning  teams  set 
more  ambitious  goals  for  bring¬ 
ing  people  and  spiritual  vitality 
back  to  the  pews. 


The  simple  idea  of  “picking 
one  thing  and  sticking  to  it”  has 
caught  on. 

By  fall  1992,  at  least  25  of  71 
United  Methodist  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  conferences  nationwide 
had  trained  more  than  30,000  lo¬ 
cal  church  leaders  as  Vision  2000 
teams. 

Conferences  such  as  Western 
North  Carolina,  the  first  to  shape 
the  Vision  2000  idea  and  realize 
numerical  results,  say  the  meth¬ 
od  is  the  cure  for  a  25-year  mem¬ 
bership  drop  plaguing  U.S. 
mainline  Protestant  churches. 

The  process  is  disarmingly 
simple. 

Unrealistic  goals  for  church 
growth  based  on  bureaucratically 
devised  formulas  or  programs 


are  out.  Vision  2000  begins  with 
conferencewide  prayer  and  wor¬ 
ship,  celebrating  what  churches 
have  accomplished. 

Participants  then  meet  in  work¬ 
shops  with  leaders  from  churches 
that  have  thriving  Sunday  schools; 
strong  ministries  with  singles, 
youths  or  children;  an  ever-increas¬ 
ing  flock  of  satisfied  baby  boomers 
or  a  lively,  inviting  worship. 

Toward  realistic  goals 

At  the  launch  event,  local 
churches  of  all  sizes  pull  together 
Vision  2000  teams,  identify  their 
congregations’  strengths,  pick  one 
or  two  areas  for  improvement  and 
set  and  work  toward  realistic  goals. 

Most  churches  plan  to  improve 
a  flagging  Sunday  school  pro¬ 


gram  or  worship  service;  instruct 
members  on  sharing  their  faith 
stories;  provide  more  meaningful 
activities  for  single  adults,  youths 
and  children;  engage  older  adults 
in  ministry  and  reclaim  baby 
boomers,  many  of  whom  had  left 
church  in  their  late  teens. 

For  such  a  simple,  straightfor¬ 
ward  idea,  Vision  2000  has  cap¬ 
tured  the  imagination  of  bishops, 
pastors,  longtime  rank-and-file 
church  members  and  new  mem¬ 
bers. 

“It’s  not  another  from-the-top- 
down  program.  It  offers  a  vision 
that  all  people  in  the  congregation 
can  plug  into.  It  engages  the  total 
leadership  of  the  church,”  said 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Ann  B. 
Sherer  of  Chesterfield,  Mo. 


Church  becomes 


4 the  richest  in  Nashville' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

NASHVILLE — Vivian  Martz  (left)  and  Kathy  Stenson  (right)  show  their  love  for  the  pastor  they 
call  "St.  Sunshine" — the  Rev.  Judy  Loehr.  Mrs.  Martz  and  Mrs.  Stenson  credit  Ms.  Loehr  with 
saving  the  tiny  mission  church  from  extinction.  The  pastor,  in  turn,  credits  her  parishioners' 
willing  hearts  and  hands  with  the  church's  growth  in  membership  and  outreach. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — You  aren’t  of¬ 
ficially  welcomed  to  61st  Ave. 
United  Methodist  Church  until 
you’ve  been  hugged  by  Vivian 
Martz. 

After  that,  hungry  bellies  might 
be  filled  with  a  heavenly  tuna 
sandwich  made  by  Kathy  Stenson 
while  hungry  souls  are  filled  with 
the  Gospel  from  “St.  Sunshine” — 
the  Rev.  Judy  Loehr. 

Their  outpouring  of  Christian 
love  becomes  all  the  more  mean¬ 
ingful  when  one  realizes  that  just 
about  a  year  ago,  61st  Ave.  UMC 
was  on  the  verge  of  extinction. 

What  happened  instead  was  the 
rescue  of  this  tiny  low-income 
congregation  and  a  renewal  of 
mission  for  some  of  its  more  afflu¬ 
ent  companion  churches  in  Nash¬ 
ville — a  ministry  model  that  soon 
may  be  replicated  across  The 
United  Methodist  Church  (see  sto¬ 
ry  below). 

The  resurrection  of  61st  Ave. 
UMC,  located  in  a  poor  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  millworkers’  descen¬ 
dants,  harks  back  to  May  1992. 

That’s  when  Ms.  Loehr,  then 
about  to  be  ordained  a  United 
Methodist  deacon,  preached  to 
eight  worshippers  at  61st  Avenue. 

Sent  to  close  church 

Originally,  Ms.  Loehr  acknowl¬ 
edged,  she  was  sent  there  with 
the  expectation  of  closing  the 
congregation.  But  despite  a  di¬ 
lapidated  building  and  a  lack  of 
money,  she  and  her  parishioners 
had  other  ideas. 

“At  first  I  thought  I  was  going 
there  to  change  lives,”  Ms.  Loehr 
told  the  Reporter.  “After  a  few 
weeks  I  began  to  think  I  could 
start  changes  with  the  children. 
Then  a  few  weeks  after  that,  I  be¬ 
gan  to  think  in  terms  of  just  sav¬ 
ing  the  children.” 

Her  attitude  shifted,  Ms.  Loehr 
explained,  as  she  gained  more 


firsthand  experience  with  the  re¬ 
alities  of  urban  poverty. 

“We’re  ‘third-world  America’ 
here,”  the  pastor  said. 

Few  have  steady  pay 

“Only  two  families  in  my  con¬ 
gregation  have  a  steady  pay- 
check.  The  rest  are  on  welfare, 
food  stamps,  government  assis¬ 
tance.  They’re  caught  in  the  terri¬ 
ble  cycle  of  poverty;  no  matter 
how  hard  they  try  to  escape  it, 
something  always  comes  along  to 
slap  them  back  down.” 

Ms.  Loehr  said  she  realized  that 
what  her  parishioners  needed 


more  than  anything  else  was  some 
reassurance  of  God’s  love  despite 
their  economic  circumstances. 

“They  were  starved  for  love,” 
she  said. 

So  Ms.  Loehr,  who  also  directs 
worship  and  mission  outreach 
for  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville,  began  to  show  61st 
Avenue  folks  how  God’s  love 
comes  in  worship. 

Now  the  congregation  offers 
time  every  Sunday  to  share  joys, 
concerns  and  thanksgivings. 

Members  frequently  hold  a 
“Wesley  Love  Feast” — a  historic 
Methodist  service  revived  in  the 


new  Book  of  Worship — which  Ms. 
Loehr  said  gives  them  “permis¬ 
sion”  to  testify  to  evidence  of 
God’s  presence  in  their  lives. 

Most  importantly,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  has  communion  every  Sunday. 

“These  folks  are  just  so  amaz¬ 
ing,”  Ms.  Loehr  told  the  Report¬ 
er.  “When  I  say  to  them,  ‘Come 
receive  the  bread  of  life,’  they 
rush  up  to  the  table  and  say, 
‘Miss  Judy,  gimme  the  biggest 
piece  you  got!’  ” 

God’s  love  has  also  come  to 
the  congregation  in  the  form  of 
music. 

“They  love  to  sing,”  said  Ms. 


Loehr.  “Their  favorite  hymn  is 
Natalie  Sleeth’s  ‘Hymn  of  Prom¬ 
ise.’  [Number  707  in  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal].  They  don’t 
even  need  the  hymnal.” 

As  the  congregation  grew 
steadily  from  within — worship 
attendance  tripled — Ms.  Loehr 
began  to  use  her  longtime  Nash¬ 
ville  contacts  to  renew  the  con¬ 
gregation  from  without. 

One  of  the  biggest  events  came 
on  a  recent  Saturday  when  Nash¬ 
ville  United  Methodist  Men  con¬ 
verged  on  the  church  for  a  major 
cleanup  day. 

While  hammers  banged,  saws 
buzzed  and  paintbrushes 
swished,  UMM  vice  president 
Bob  Cate  told  the  Reporter  that 
mission  to  places  like  61st  Ave¬ 
nue  is  exactly  what  The  United 
Methodist  Church  needs  to  re¬ 
store  its  male  membership. 

“Men  need  hands-on  mission,” 
Mr.  Cate  asserted.  “Men  will  give 
if  there’s  a  sense  of  focus.” 

Meanwhile  Mrs.  Stenson, 
praised  by  her  friends  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  as  an  outstanding  cook, 
credited  the  church  with  reunit¬ 
ing  her  family  after  she  complet¬ 
ed  a  prison  sentence. 

“I  called  the  church  for  help  and 
got  Judy  and  she  sent  me  Vivian,” 
Mrs.  Stenson  said  of  Mrs.  Martz, 
whose  family  now  shares  a  duplex 
with  Mrs.  Stenson’s. 

'Like  being  adopted' 

“That’s  how  I  ended  up  here; 
it’s  like  being  adopted.  If  it 
hadn’t  been  for  this  church,  we’d 
have  gone  under.” 

Their  pastor  asserted  that  the 
congregation  returns  as  much  as 
it  receives. 

When  a  visitor  noted  how  mis¬ 
sion  to  61st  Avenue  UMC  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  inspired  some  of 
Nashville’s  richest  churches,  Ms. 
Loehr  gently  disagreed: 

“Honey,  this  is  the  richest 
church  in  Nashville!” 


|  CLASSIFIED 

|  RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in- 

1  sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
1  words.  Blind  ads  $  1 5  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
I  for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa- 
I  tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex- 
1  cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

1  approved  in  advance. 

.  NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

I  WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 

|  First  UMC,  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 
|  Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer  by  June  25th. 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 

1  ARCHIVIST/RECORDS  ADMINISTRATOR 

1  for  the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
|  History  of  The  UMC,  Madison,  NJ.  For  more  in- 
1  formation  write  to  the  Search  Committee,  P.O. 
1  Box  127,  Madison,  NJ  07940.  Applications  are 
1  invited  until  August  15,  1993.  The  General  Com- 
I  mission  is  an  Affirmative  Action,  Equal  Employ- 
1  ment  Opportunity  Emplbyer. 

book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort. 
For  groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 
Lodging  (now  with  more  showers!).  $10.50  tick¬ 
ets,  and  meals  all  included!  Call  (501)  253-8418 

I  FULL-TIME  DISTRICT  SINGLES  Cooperative 

I  Coordinator  position  available  North  Dallas  area 
|  August  15th.  Seeking  creative,  energetic  leader. 

1  Develop/coordinate  spiritual,  social,  service  pro- 
1  grams  for  singles  cooperative  chartered  with  nine 
|  UM  churches.  District  Superintendent  provides 

today! 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 

Buses,  vans  and  luggage  trailers.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (800)  330-3622. 

1  administrative  oversight.  Ten-member  coopera- 
I  tive  council  provides  programmatic  vision,  direc- 
1  tion.  Resumes  by  July  2:  Shelem  Net  Personnel 

I  Committee,  1309  Blum  Court,  Flower  Mound, 

1  TX  75028. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  is 

being  sought  for  a  medium  size  United  Methodist 
Church  envisioning  growth  in  ministries.  We  de¬ 
sire  an  individual  with  a  degree  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation;  experience  preferred.  Looking  for  someone 

1  YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  FULL-TIME  position 

1  open  FUMC  of  Coral  Gables,  Florida.  Average 

1  attendance  is  500,  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 

1  to:  Kevin  Levengood,  FUMC,  536  Coral  Way, 

I  Coral  Gables,  FL  33134. 

with  excellent  interpersonal  skills  and  an  ability  to 
initiate  new  programs  and  train  laity  for  leader-, 
ship.  Computer  literacy,  dramatic  and  musical 
skills  desirable.  Compensation  package  commen¬ 
surate  with  education  and  experience.  Send  re- 

1  MANAGER  FOR  CETA  CANYON  Methodist 

|  Camp,  Happy,  TX.  NWTX  camp  and  retreat 
|  center.  Major  responsibilities:  capital  fund  rais- 
|  ing  and  managing  facility.  Development  and 
|  camping  ministry  background  preferred.  Submit 
|  letter  of  interest,  resume,  and  references  to:  Lou- 
|  ise  Schock,  1415  Ave.  M,  Lubbock,  TX  79401. 

|  Application  deadline  July  10. 

sume,  including  references  to:  Kerry  Bushey,  Lima 
UMC,  Box  158,  Lima,  PA  19037.  We  are  located 
in  suburban  southeastern  Pennsylvania. 

FIRST-CENTENARY,  THE  MAJOR  downtown 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Chattanooga,  Ten¬ 
nessee  is  aggressively  seeking  candidates  for  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministry.  Excellent 
compensation  package  based  upon  experience. 
Resumes  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

I  VINTAGE  COTTAGES  AVAILABLE  for  sale  or 

I  rent  at  our  beautiful  and  historic  135  year  old 

1  camp  grounds  in  Des  Plaines,  Illinois.  Suburban 

1  Chicago.  Call  Us!  (708)  824-4924. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  POSITION:  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Champaign,  IL.  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois  community  (organ  department 
head:  Michael  Farris).  48-1/2  rank  Casavant. 
Starting  date,  September  15,  1993.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Call  (217)  356-9078  or  write:  Jim  Till,  210 

W.  Church  Street,  Champaign,  IL  6 1 820.  j 

|  NEEDED!  PIANOS  AND  CHURCH  SIZE  elec- 

1  tronic  organs  for  our  expanding  programs  at  the 

1  historic  United  Methodist  Camp  Ground  in  Des 

1  Plaines,  Illinois.  Please  call!  (708)  824-4924. 

I  DINE  WITH  US.  United  Methodist  Camp 

1  Ground,  Des  Plaines,  Illinois  is  offering  good 

1  food  at  good  prices.  Sunday’s  at  12:30  p.m., 

1  Wednesdays  at  6:30  p.m.  (708)  824-4924. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
Full-time.  Available  August  1,  1993,  for  2200- 
member  congregation  in  growing  university  city. 
Responsibilities  include  planning  and  coordinat¬ 
ing  ministries  for  total  education  program.  Expe¬ 
rience  and  training  in  this  or  related  field 
required.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1086,  Tallahassee,  FL  32302, 
attn:  Fred  Drake. 

|  STRESS?  12  PASTORS  SOLVE  YOUR  stress 

I  problems  in  unique  book  “Overcoming  Stress.” 

1  Mail  $  1 1 .00  to:  Welstar  Publications,  P.O.  Box 
|  85,  New  York,  NY  10033. 

|  ADOPTION.  FIRST  CAME  LOVE,  then  came 

1  marriage,  all  that  is  missing  is  a  baby  to  fill  our 

|  carriage.  We  are  interested  In  your  hopes,  needs, 
and  dreams  for  your  baby.  Please  help  us  in  shar¬ 
ing  our  love  with  your  newborn.  Call  Cindy  and 

1  Marvin  collect  (2 1 4)  64 1  -8  734.  D/FW  couple. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

Small  church  is 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE — 61st  Avenue  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  not  only  has  been  revived  (see  story 
above),  it’s  about  to  gain  a  national  reputation. 

The  congregation  will  be  a  model  for  a  new 
denominationwide  program  intended  to  teach 
affluent  congregations  how  to  be  in  ministry 
with  the  poor,  said  the  Rev.  Judy  Loehr,  61st 
Avenue’s  pastor. 

Although  the  curriculum  is  still  in  develop¬ 
ment,  a  pilot  session  will  start  this  month  at 
United  Methodist-related  Scarritt-Bennett  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Nashville. 

The  program  was  the  brainchild  of  Ms.  Loehr; 
Maxine  Clarke-Beach,  the  immediate  past  execu¬ 
tive  of  Scarritt-Bennett;  the  Rev.  Edd  Templeton, 
Nashville  district  superintendent;  and  Bishop 
Kenneth  L.  Carder  (Nashville  Area). 

Bishop  Carder  chairs  a  special  task  force  on 
ministry  with  the  poor  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops. 

“We  hope  we’ll  be  able  to  develop  some  mod¬ 
els  for  ministry  with  the  poor  in  local  congrega¬ 
tions,”  Bishop  Carder  told  the  Reporter. 

“This  includes  linking  suburban  and  inner- 
city  churches  and  more  fully  utilizing  coopera¬ 
tive  ministry  approaches,  bringing  to  bear  the 
resources  of  each  congregation  to  strengthen 
others. 

“Our  goal  is  to  avoid  any  semblance  of  pater¬ 
nalism.  We’re  approaching  it  from  the  perspec¬ 
tive  that  the  economically  poor  have  gifts  to 
offer  to  the  non-economically  poor  so  that  they 
will  be  sharing  in  ministry. 

“For  instance,  we  want  to  utilize  the  gifts  of 
indigenous  local  pastors  to  help  us  all  under¬ 
stand  what  it  means  to  connect  with  the  impov¬ 
erished.  Since  [the  program  will  be]  located 
within  easy  access  to  rural  poverty,  we  antici¬ 
pate  developing  models  of  ministry  among  the 
rural  poor.” 

Bishop  Carder  said  he  expects  that  the  pro- 


national  model 

seminaries,  churches,  urban  ministries  and  so 
on,  to  turn  toward  the  poor  as  both  recipients 
and  channels  of  grace  and  ministry.” 

“I’m  personally  convinced  we’ve  got  to  recov¬ 
er  our  heritage  with  the  poor  if  the  church  is  to 
be  true  to  its  Christian  mission  as  well  as  its 
Wesleyan  heritage,”  Bishop  Carder  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Church  gives  as 
well  as  receives 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE — Restoration  of  61st  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  hasn’t  gone  only  one 
way. 

Lest  anyone  think  that  the  congregation  of 
61st  Ave.  is  only  receiving,  members  and  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Judy  Loehr,  point  to  outreach 
begun  at  the  church  in  the  past  year: 

/■  A  monthly  dinner  that  feeds  between  100 
and  200  people; 

/  A  clothes  closet; 

/  A  food  pantry; 

/  Sunday  breakfast  for  youngsters  who  other¬ 
wise  would  have  nothing  to  eat; 

f  Counseling  and  behavior  modification  for 
children  in  Sunday  school,  made  possible 
through  cooperation  between  the  congregation 
and  local  schools. 

Ms.  Loehr  said  mutual  partnership  in  minis¬ 
try  has  made  these  works  possible. 

More  affluent  Nashville  churches  supply  ma¬ 
terial  resources;  the  congregation  of  61st  Ave. 
UMC  supplies  space,  person  power  and  gener¬ 
ous  doses  of  welcoming  love. 

Both  contributions,  the  pastor  stressed,  are 
equally  valued. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTIE 

NASHVILLE— Members  of  the  district  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  apply  a  fresh  coat  of 
stain  to  the  front  doors  of  61st  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  men  con¬ 
verged  on  the  church  recently  in  a  massive 
cleanup  campaign  to  aid  the  growing  mis¬ 
sion  church.  The  group's  vice  president, 
Bob  Cate,  said  that  such  hands-on  efforts 
are  what  The  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  to  retain  the  interest  of  its  male 
membership. 
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heals 
the  pain 


Bishop  Wiliiam  Oden 


'  lay  evening,  June  5, 1  received  the  call  from  my  sister.  “Father 
Marilyn  and  I  had  just  returned  from  visiting  him.  While 
X<  knew  me  and  we  conversed.  I  had  spent  my  life  being  drawn 
Qstrong  personality  and  differentiating  myself  from  him  —  as  is 
lof  all  father-son  relationships. 


LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST 

Williim  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  direclor-«ditor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 


FORWARD  IN 

\ FAITH 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


as  a  farmer,  a  churchman  and  a  storyteller.  He  loved  the  good 
*  was  devoted  to  The  Church  and  he  loved  telling  stories.  One 
eat  joys  of  my  life  was  his  presence  at  my  consecration  as  a 


After  Mother  died  in  1981,  Dad  moved  into  a  senior  citizens'  center 
across  the  street  from  our  home  church.  He  enjoyed  the  sense  of  com¬ 
munity  and  loved  the  center  but  almost  got  expelled  one  time.  He  often 
walked  the  three  miles  from  the  senior  citizens'  home  to  the  farm.  One 
Spring,  he  saw  a  new  strain  of  bees  advertised  in  a  farm  journal  and  de¬ 
cided  he  needed  bees  to  care  for  once  again.  (One  cannot  trust  store- 
bought  honey!)  He  ordered  two  hives  of  the  bees.  They  arrived  in  a 
cardboard  package,  sat  in  the  mail  room  a  few  days,  ate  their  way  out  of 
the  package  and  gave  the  retirement  home  a  lot  of  excitement! 

Somehow  that  incident  is  symbolic  of  Dad's  life.  He  created  energy 
among  those  around  him! 

He  gave  away  everything  he  owned  before  his  death.  When  he  talked 
to  me  about  establishing  a  fund  in  his  home  church  for  a  preaching 
mission,  I  suggested  he  call  it  a  “lectureship.”  His  reply:  “Son,  no  one 
has  ever  been  saved  at  a  lectureship!”  The  fund,  with  over  $50,000,  is 
being  administered  by  the  Oklahoma  United  Methodist  Foundation  on 
behalf  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shawnee. 

This  has  been  a  time  of  family  gathering,  remembering  and  celebrat¬ 
ing  a  life.  I  want  to  express  my  deepest  appreciation  for  the  cards,  let¬ 
ters  and  calls  I  have  received;  also  for  those  who  have  stood  beside  me 
during  this  most  difficult  time. 

While  Dad  lived  well  into  his  94th  year,  the  pain  of  separation  is  still 
real.  The  love  and  care  of  those  who  surround  us  begins  to  heal  the 
pain. 

Thank  you! 


Receives  Education  Award 

Dr.  Snelling  to  serve  in  Kenya 
After  stint  in  St.  Martinville 


To  Dr.  Clarence  Haas  Snelling 
Jr.,  who  retired  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  after  46  years  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  retirement  means  hav¬ 
ing  opportunities  to  volunteer  for 
additional  service  to  God  and  the 
church. 

He  had  volunteered  to  teach  at 
the  new  Africa  University  or  any¬ 
where  else  he  was  needed.  Since 
there  are  still  a  limited  number  of 
students  at  the  university,  he  was 
asked  to  serve  in  Meru,  Kenya,  at 
Ministerial  Training  Institute. 

Practical  Theology 

He  will  be  visiting  professor  and 
as  such  will  teach  practical  theology 
beginning  in  January.  He  will  serve 
for  a  year  and  half  or  possibly  long¬ 
er.  “My  retirement  allows  me  to  pay 
my  own  way  over  there  and  to  work 
as  a  volunteer,”  he  mentioned. 

Snelling  was  recipient  of  the  first 
Francis  Asbury  Award  as  the  “Per¬ 
son  of  the  Year  in  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion,”  given  by  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  at  Annual  Conference. 

Before  Snelling  goes  to  Africa,  he 
will  serve  for  eight  weeks  in  St. 
Martinville  as  interim  pastor  of  the 

New  audio-visuals 
are  now  available 

New  resources  available  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center  include  audio-vi¬ 
suals  shown  at  the  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport. 

The  videos  include  those  on 
Hurricane  Disaster,  VISION 
2000,  Russia,  the  25th  Anniver¬ 
sary  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  (The  EUB-Methodist 
merger)  and  one  about  the  Africa 
University  called,  “Bridge  of 
Dreams.” 

To  check  these  out  or  audio¬ 
visuals  on  other  subjects  contact 
the  Conference  Office  and  ask 
for  the  Resource  Center,  (504) 
346-1646,  or  write  the  Resource 
Center,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion  Charge  during  a 
study  leave  for  the  Rev.  LeBaron 
Taylor,  minister. 

“I  will  stay  in  the  St.  Martinville 
parsonage  while  the  pastor  is  away. 
It’s  going  to  be  great  fun!  We’ve 
worked  it  all  out  with  Gerald  Rich¬ 
ardson,  the  district  superinten- 
deftr”  Shelling  was  a  pastor  in  the 
New  Orleans  District  for  several 
years  and  was  campus  minister  at 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  later  received  a  doctor¬ 
ate  degree  from  Drew  University 
and  went  to  Denver,  Colo.,  to  teach 
at  Ilif  School  of  Theology.  This 
spring  he  retired  as  professor  of  the¬ 
ology  after  29  years. 

Rocky  Mountain  Conference 

Dr.  Snelling  said,  “A  United 
Methodist  church  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  has  a  sister 
church  relationship  with  the  Kenya 
seminary  and  the  Meru  church, 
both  associated  with  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Kenya.  They  have  been 
sending  VIM  teams  there.  This 
summer  they  will  finish  the  second 
floor  of  a  dorm  and  do  local  church 
training.  I  will  go  there  to  teach  and 
the  Kenya  Bishop  Imathin,  who  has 
retired,  will  be  visiting  teacher  at 
Ilif.” 

Snelling’s  missionary  work  will  be 
under  auspices  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  On 
weekends  he  will  travel  around  in 
Kenya,  Uganda  and  Tanzania  con¬ 
ducting  seminars. 

His  grandfather  was  a  Methodist 
minister  and  Snelling’s  daughter, 
Claire  Snelling  Nord  is  attending 
Ilif  Seminary. 

Taylor's  Project 

Taylor  will  be  completing  his 
doctor  of  ministry  project,  doing  re¬ 
search  and  studying  at  the  UM 
School  of  Theology  at  Clairmont 
(Calif)  and  doing  research  in  Mo¬ 
bile. 

“He  is  doing  a  wonderful  job  on 
his  research,  “Snelling  said.”  He  is 
writing  a  program  for  single  young 
adults  in  the  African-American 
churches  primarily  aimed  toward 
the  many  single  mothers  in  the 
church.” 


JULY  CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 

5  Independence  Day  weekend,  (Louisiana  Conference 
headquarters'  offices  closed) 

6-10  Spiritual  Life  Rally-SpiLiRa  ’93  (South  Central  Jurisdiction) 
13-14  United  Methodist  Women  Committee  Meetings, 

Centenary  College 

15- 18  United  Methodist  Women  School  of  Christian  Mission, 

Centenary  College 

16- 18  United  Methodist  Men  6th  International  Congress, 

West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

22-25  Cursillo  No.  34,  Tall  Timbers 

24  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC, 

Alexandria  10  a.m. 

26- 29  Ministers’  School,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 

27- 31  FOCUS  ’93,  General  Board  of  Discipleship  Training, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Spirit  of  unity  evident  at  23rd  Annual  Conference 


Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries’  First  Ministries  Fair  was  one 
of  the  highlights  of  the  23rd  Annual 
Conference  June  7-10  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  Members  of  the  Conference 
and  visitors  had  opportunities  to 
learn  about  the  work  of  commis¬ 
sions,  boards  and  committees  by 
viewing  displays,  asking  questions 
and  reading  literature  distributed. 

Informational  booths  were  set  up 
around  the  inside  of  Centenary’s 
Gold  Dome  where  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  sessions  were  held.  The  fair 
was  an  innovative  way  to  present 
CCOM  reports. 

Dollene  Sims,  St.  Mark,  Baton 
Rouge  member,  liked  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  reports  through  the  Minis¬ 
tries  Fair.  She  said,  “It  was  very 
informative  in  that  you  were  able  to 
have  one-on-one  contact  with  those 
who  were  actively  involved  in 
groups  or  agencies.  You  were  able 
to  ask  them  questions.  Often  lay 
persons  have  a  lot  of  questions  they 
feel  uncomfortable  about  asking. 
You  could  tell  people  went  to  a  lot 
of  trouble  to  make  the  booths  inter¬ 
esting.  They  cared  enough  to  show 
the  work  they  are  involved  in  do¬ 
ing.” 

New  Monroe  church 

Participants  heard  the  good  news 
about  a  new  local,  ethnic  church  be¬ 
ing  organized  in  Monroe.  That  was 
in  a  report  from  the  Rev.  M.  Jack 
O’Dell,  chair,  the  Board  of  Church 
Extension.  Land  and  a  building  are 
being  purchased  and  the  Rev.  Larry 
Martin  Sr.  has  been  appointed  pas¬ 
tor. 

This  is  the  11th  new  or  reconsti¬ 
tuted  church  organized  and  funded 
in  Five  years  by  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  A  comprehensive  plan  for 
congregational  development  in  the 
next  Five  years  is  under  way. 

Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey,  chair,  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
announced  that  the  Conference  ini¬ 
tiative  for  Russia,  Louisiana 
PRIME,  (Partners  in  Russian  Ini¬ 
tiative-Mission  to  Ekaterinburg) 
was  expanded  so  as  to  involve  all 
Louisiana  UM  members  in  the  min¬ 
istry.  The  effort  will  continue  as  a 
group  from  the  Conference  goes  to 
Ekaterinburg  in  August  to  conduct 
training  in  Sunday  school  and  Va¬ 
cation  Church  School. 

Norma  Winegeart,  Conference 
UMW  president,  announced  that  a 
mother  and  daughter  would  come 
from  the  Ekaterinburg  UM  Church 
to  attend  the  School  of  Christian 
Missions  July  1 5-1 8  at  Centenary. 

A  videotape  about  Russia  was  in¬ 
troduced  at  Conference  and  is 
available  to  local  churches.  Copies 
of  Marilyn  Brown  Oden's  book, 
“Land  of  Sickles  and  Crosses,” 
were  autographed  by  the  author. 

Africa  University 

Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  who  was  on 
the  site  committee  for  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  and  among  its  staunchest 
supporters,  introduced  a  video, 
“Bridge  of  Dreams.” 

It  illustrated  the  ways  the  univer¬ 
sity,  by  educating  students,  can  help 
African  countries  through  the  grad¬ 
uates’  expertise.  It  was  reported 
that  Louisiana  Conference  had  100 
per  cent  participation  in  our  World 
Service  apportionment  for  Africa 
since  the  project  was  started. 

The  Conference  held  a  Service  of 


Commemoration  of  the  25th  Anni¬ 
versary  of  the  union  of  Methodists 
and  Evangelical  United  Brethren  to 
form  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Leading  was  Dr.  James  W. 
Jones,  chair,  Conference  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History. 

Laity  Session 

During  the  Laity  Session,  Judge 
C  arl  Stewart,  Conference  lay  leader, 
,  asked  for  a  show  of  hands  of  per¬ 
sons  attending  Annual  Conference 
for  the  First  time.  GratiFied  at  the 
large  number  of  newcomers,  he  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  the  guide  prepared 
by  the  Board  of  Laity  that  would 
,  help  them  report  back  to  their  local 
.  churches. 

Judge  Stewart  announced  that 
Louisiana  was  one  of  four  annual 
conferences  selected  to  receive  a 
grant  to  be  used  for  a  leadership 
conference.  He  said,  “The  First, 
a  ever,  Louisiana  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence  of  this  type  will  be  held  Satur¬ 
day,  Nov.  13,  in  Alexandria.” 

He  said  he  was  pleased  with  the 
large  attendance  at  the  Laity  Break- 
J fast  during  which  Dr.  Tom  Math- 
eny  spoke. 

Commenting  on  the  laity.  Bishop 
Oden  said,  “One  overwhelming  re¬ 
ality  of  the  strength  of  the  emerging, 
mainstream  church  is  the  resur¬ 
gence  of  the  laity.  I  have  observed 
that  as  I  have  been  bishop  of  Loui¬ 
siana.  As  the  laity  and  the  clergy 
work  together  in  common  ministry 
<iand  mission,  the  church  truly  will 
be  renewed.  We  are  the  church  to¬ 
gether.” 

Introduced  during  the  Clergy  Ses¬ 
sion  was  a  working  document  on 
sexual  ethics,  including  theological 
reflections,  a  code  of  ethics  relating 
to  sexual  misconduct/harassment 
and  policy  and  procedures. 

Favorable  comments 

The  Conference  was  fast-paced 
and  a  great  deal  was  accomplished. 
Comments  were  favorable. 

Bob  Sides,  who  has  been  attend¬ 
ing  Annual  Conference  since  1980 
said,  “This  was  one  of  the  best  An¬ 
nual  Conferences.  There  was  such  a 
good  spirit  of  cooperation  among 
all  our  people.  The  bishop  did  a 
beautiful  job  of  leading  the  Confer¬ 
ence.” 

Sides  added  that  the  report  on  the 
Conference  Center  illustrated- that 
the  idea  was  accepted  by  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  people.  “I  knew  we’d 
reach  the  goal  but  I  was  surprised 
that  so  much  was  pledged  so  quick¬ 
ly.  There  was  no  hard-sell,  but 
churches  like  ours  went  way  above 
our  quota.” 

Sides  also  praised  Dr.  Leonard 
Sweet  and  the  worship  services. 
“His  presentations  were  outstand¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  Conference,”  he 
said. 

Ordination  Service 

Ordained  during  a  beautiful  ser¬ 
vice  in  First  UMC,  Shreveport, 
were  14  deacons,  nine  elders  and 
two  diaconal  ministers. 

Bishop  Oden  and  the  speaker,  our 
own  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  the 
ordinands  and  those  to  be  conse¬ 
crated  and  other  clergy  prosessed 
into  the  church.  They  were  attired 
in  robes  and  colorful  stoles.  Bishop 
Oden  carried  the  crosier,  the  sym¬ 
bol  of  his  authority. 

“To  me,  the  Ordination  Service  is 


always  the  high  point  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence,”  Inez  Chrisentery  said.  “I 
love  the  pomp  and  circumstance, 
the  pageantry.” 

She  enjoyed  hearing  Bishop 
Handy  and  said  he  gave  “some 
sound  sensible  advice  to  those  being 
ordained  and  consecrated.  He  has 
experienced  it  all.  He  has  been  at 
the  grass  roots  and  has  been  a  pas¬ 


tor’s  kid.  Mr.  Davenport  (choir  di¬ 
rector)  and  the  Dillard  choir  were 
excellent.” 

(Reports  on  Annual  Conference 
started  in  last  week’s  paper  and  will 
continue  in  future  issues.) 

Conference  photos  are  by  Dotty 
Bagbey  and  the  Rev.  William  Nolan 
of  Jena,  pastor  of  Nolley  Memorial- 
Belah  Charge. 


Among  scholarship  recipients  at  Annual  Conference  were,  LEFT  TO 
RIGHT,  Lynd  Matt  of  Eunice,  Leigh  Ann  Boston  of  Lake  Charles,  Ka- 
sie  Robison  of  Bethany  and  Jessica  Stringfield  of  Lake  Charles  who 
received  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarships,  along  with  (not 
present)  Samantha  Earl  from  Lecompte  and  Keisha  Magee  of  Frank- 
linton.  Stringfield  also  received  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
for  Christian  Higher  Education  scholarship  of  $1,000  presented  to 
one  student  in  each  Annual  Conference  and  the  United  Methodist 
Men's  first  Bishops'  Memorial  Scholarship.  All  of  the  students  will 
be  at  Centenary  except  Magee  who  is  to  attend  Dillard  University. 
The  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  presented  a  merit 
award  to  Jennifer  Reynolds,  junior  pre-med  student  at  Millsaps  Col- 


For  the  laying  on  of  hands  at  the  Ordination  Service,  participants, 
pictured  above,  are  LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  the  Rev.  Troy  Ed  Boyd  Jr., 
chair.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry;  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  secretary  to 
the  Annual  Conference;  Bishop  William  Oden  and  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.  Kneeling  is  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Evans,  deacon. 


Dr.  Clarence  Snelling  Jr.,  IN  THE  FOREGROUND,  is  shown  in  the 
procession  at  the  Service  of  Retirement  during  Annual  Conference. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Rev.  Frank  Akin,  newly  or¬ 
dained  as  an  elder  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  promised  his 
congregation  at  Francis  Asbury 
UMC  that  he  would  shave  off  his 
beard  when  100  attended  worship 
services. 

The  Sunday  after  Conference 
there  was  a  big  welcome-back 
crowd  at  his  church  and  the  atten¬ 
dance  went  over  100.  Now  the 
preacher  looks  clean-shaven  and 


like  a  different  person  because  he 
lived  up  to  his  bargain.  His  wife,  the 
Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  says  she  hopes  his 
beard  will  grow  back  quickly. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  Erika  S.  Jefferson,  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  selected  from  among  1 00 
applicants  to  be  Protestant  chaplain 
at  Wellesley  College  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Boston 
School  of  Theology. 


Members  of  the  Annual  Conference  listen  to  reports  in  the  Gold 
Dome  at  Centenary  College. 
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Celebrating  a  small 
step  toward  healing 


In  a  culture  hooked  on  instant 
gratification,  news  about  Christian 
ecumenical  matters  can  seem  akin 
to — and  somewhat  less  important 
than — watching  paint  dry. 

Take,  for  example,  a  recent  ac¬ 
tion  by  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  General  Assembly. 

Delegates  to  the  church’s  top  de¬ 
cision-making  body  approved  by  a 
2-1  margin  a  plan  for  “unity  with¬ 
out  merger”  with  eight  other  main¬ 
stream  denominations,  including 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Presbyterians’  action  was  far 
from  being  a  snap  decision. 

The  unity  proposal  results  from 
more  than  30  years  of  efforts  by  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  to 
achieve  “visible  unity”  among  its 
member  bodies  (see  box  below). 
Counting  the  Presbyterians,  three 
churches  have  approved  the  plan. 
The  top  legislative  bodies  of  other 
churches,  including  the  UMC,  are 
slated  to  vote  on  it  by  1996. 

Even  if  all  members  approve  the 
plan,  it  won’t  take  immediate  effect, 
possibly  not  for  several  more  years. 

Furthermore,  its  impact  is  likely  to 
be  less  than  earthshaking.  It  will  in¬ 
clude  recognizing  each  other’s  clergy 
and  accepting  each  other’s  baptism. 


Following  are  the  nine  member 
denominations  of  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Church  Union: 

*  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church 

African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  Church 

Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ) 

Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church 

Episcopal  Church 

♦International  Council  of  Com¬ 
munity  Churches 

♦Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

United  Church  of  Christ 

United  Methodist  Church 

*Approved  COCU  plan 


Editorial 

All  told,  the  plan’s  “eight  elements  of 
covenanting”  promote  “communion” 
among  member  churches  but  not  or¬ 
ganizational  merger,  a  so-called  “su¬ 
per  church,”  as  some  have  feared. 

Why,  then,  is  something  so  snail- 
paced  and  lacking  in  fireworks  as 
the  progress  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  worth  noting? 

The  reason  is  simple  but  subtle: 
The  plodding  efforts  of  nine  Protes¬ 
tant  Christian  bodies  to  live  togeth¬ 
er  is  a  small  but  practical  step 
toward  healing  divisions  in  both 
Christ’s  body  and  in  the  world. 

If  progress  seems  slow,  it  is  well 
to  recall  that  those  divisions  are 
rooted  in  centuries  of  mistrust  and 
misunderstanding.  Viewed  in  that 
light,  the  progress  made  by  the  nine 
Consultation  members  in  merely  30 
years  is  actually  remarkable. 

Therein  lies  at  least  a  glimmer  of 
hope  that  longstanding  religious  divi¬ 
sions,  such  as  those  that  are  tearing 
apart  the  Balkan  and  Somali  peoples, 
can  heal,  albeit  not  quickly  nor  easily. 

Moreover,  we  who  follow  Christ 
should  welcome  and  support  efforts 
to  promote  access  to  the  Christian 
traditions  of  others.  No  single 
Christian  body  expresses  the  full¬ 
ness  of  Christian  truth  and  witness. 
The  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
holds  out  the  vision  that  21st  centu¬ 
ry  Christians  can  experience  a  rich¬ 
er  and  more  transforming  faith  than 
did  their  20th  century  forebears. 

We  who  belong  to  member  de¬ 
nominations  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  should  applaud  our 
Presbyterian  sisters  and  brothers 
for  voting  boldly  for  such  a  future. 

As  others'  opportunities  for  such 
a  vote  approaches,  we  should  pray 
for,  encourage  and  work  toward 
similar  boldness  in  achieving  Jesus' 
vision  that  “they  all  may  be  one” 
(John  17:22). 


I'm  shocked  by  professor's  mocking  of  grace 


With  shock  and  sadness  1  read 
Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  June  4  story  in 
the  Reporter  on  Duke  Divinity 
School  professor  Stanley  Hauer- 
was.  Asked  what  role  grace  plays 
in  today’s  congregations,  he 
pounded  on  a  pulpit  and  raged: 
“Grace  s-cks." 

I  think  it’s  ironic  that  this  grace 
the  professor  mocks  is  what  permits 
sinful  people  the  extravagant  privi¬ 
lege  of  shaking  our  puny  fists  at  al¬ 
mighty  God.  Grace  saves  us  from 
hell  and  fits  us  for  heaven.  Grace, 
our  most  precious  gift,  continues  to 
flow  to  us  from  our  Father’s  heart 
even  as  we’re  hammering  nails  in 
Christ’s  hands. 

Dianne  Fielden 
Houston,  Texas 

It  isn't  necessarily  so 

Recent  stories  by  Cynthia  B.  As- 
tle  and  Denise  Johnson  Stovall  in 
the  Reporter  on  slavery  and  racial 
justice  as  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  incomplete 
without  mentioning  that  the  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  1836  General  Confer¬ 
ence  voted  the  following: 

“That  [we]  are  decidedly  opposed 
to  modem  abolitionism,  and  wholly 
disclaim  any  right,  wish  or  inten¬ 
tion  to  interfere  in  the  civil  and  po¬ 
litical  relation  between  master  and 
slave  as  it  exists  in  the  slave-holding 
states  of  this  Union.” 

One  can  only  believe  this  was  a 
self-serving  effort  to  justify  some¬ 
thing  that  was  wrong,  a  sin,  if  you 
will.  Today,  as  the  UMC  takes  po¬ 
sitions  on  a  myriad  of  controver¬ 
sial  issues,  this  action  by  the  1836 
General  Conference  should  serve 
as  a  reminder  that  simply  because 
the  church  or  one  of  its  agencies 
says  something  is  so  doesn’t  neces¬ 
sarily  make  it  so. 

Margaret  L.  Eddy 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

I  remember 

Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  May  7  story  on 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  brought 
back  many  memories  for  me. 

My  father  was  Bishop  A.  P. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Shaw,  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1936.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  serving  the 
New  Orleans  area.  His  area  in¬ 
cluded  two  conferences  in  Texas 
and  two  in  Mississippi. 

In  1940  our  family  moved  to 
Baltimore,  Md.  There  my  father 
served  the  Washington,  Delaware 
and  East  Tennessee  conferences, 
also  in  the  Centra]  Jurisdiction. 

Someone  should  write  a  book 
about  the  bishops  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

Wilbur  A.  Shaw 
Los  Angeles,  California 

It's  news  to  me 

In  reference  to  Willmar  Thor- 
kelson’s  story,  “Minnesota’s  larg¬ 
est  UM  church  votes  to  welcome 
gays”  (see  UMR,  June  4): 

It’s  news  to  me  that  the 
churches  vote  on  sexual  preference 
for  their  members.  I  thought  peo¬ 
ple  came  to  church  to  praise  and 
love  our  Lord — not  to  ask  what 
they  do  in  their  beds. 

Is  each  member  singled  out  be¬ 
cause  they  are  retarded,  lame, 
blind,  deaf,  etc.?  People  who  read 
their  Bible  know  what  is  expected 
of  them  and  what  our  Lord  says — 
about  love,  sin,  lust,  greed,  hatred, 
forgiving,  etc. 

I  feel  that  we  are  not  the  judge — 
there  is  the  one  that  will  have  the  fi¬ 
nal  judgment  over  all  of  us,  and 
whatever  a  person  does,  says  or 
thinks,  that  will  be  on  their  own  con¬ 
science — they  will  have  to  face  the 
consequences  on  the  final  day. 

M.  Hill 

Groveton,  Texas 

Hasty  remark? 

I’m  hoping  that  the  Rev.  David 
Scoates’  quote  at  the  end  of  Will- 
mar  Thorkelson’s  story,  “Minne¬ 
sota’s  largest  UM  church  votes  to 


welcome  gays,”  (see  UMR,  June 
4),  where  he  says  in  part,  ”... 
People  are  more  important  than 
principles,”  is  a  quote  taken  out  of 
context  or  was  perhaps  simply  a 
remark  spoken  too  hastily. 

Without  putting  words  in  Dr. 
Scoates’  mouth,  perhaps  what  he 
meant  to  say  is  something  more 
akin  to  “people  are  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  those  principles  of  decay 
which  cause  so  much  suffering  in 
our  world?” 

If  people  are  more  important 


than  principles,  as  Dr.  Scoates  is 
quoted  as  saying,  then  the  UMC 
can  safely  discard  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley’s  principled  thought,  “Finish 
then  thy  new  creation.”  Instead 
we’ll  simply  advance  a  very  pleas¬ 
ant  social  program  called  “The 
Methodist  Sunday  Morning 
Brunch  Club,”  cancel  all  worship 
services,  and  congratulate  our¬ 
selves  for  being  such  wonderful 
and  spirited  “people.” 

John  Alan  Walker 

Big  Pine,  California 


Shooting  'hoops'  brings  gangs  to  Jesus 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  KEITH  L  HEAD 


NTLERS,  Okla. — ''Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow"  sing 
lose  attending  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference  as 
ley  celebrate  raising  more  than  $30,000  for  the  newly  formed 
IIMf  Foundation. 


Open-air 
lesson  in 
sacrifice 

I  watched  the  elderly  Native 
American  pastor  slowly  stand,  turn 
and  address  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  delegates. 

He  spoke  of  his  deceased  parents, 
of  all  they  had  done  for  him  and 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
of  how  he  wished  to  provide  a  me¬ 
morial  to  them. 

“I  will  give  $1,000  over  the  next 
five  years  at  $200  a  year.” 

The  impact  of  what  I  was  seeing 
froze  me  to  the  pew. 

I  was  aware  that  the  average  annual 
salary  for  an  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  pastor  is  $15,1 13, 
compared  to  the  United  Methodist 
denominational  average  of  $31,520. 
He  had  pledged  a  huge  sacrifice! 

Moments  before,  the  conference, 
meeting  in  Antlers,  Okla.,  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  report  on  the  newly  devel¬ 
oped  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  Foundation.  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon  said  he  felt  moved  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  challenge  the  con¬ 
ference  to  respond  to  the  report. 

The  elderly  pastor’s  response  was 
only  one  of  many  as  the  mood  of 
the  conference  quickly  moved  from 
hesitancy  to  enthusiasm  to  joyful 
celebration  and  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  were  raised  for  the  foundation. 

The  money  will  be  used  for  local 
church  repairs,  general  and  scholar¬ 
ship  endowments,  establishing  new 
churches  and  supporting  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  work,  according  to  confer¬ 
ence  Treasurer  Alvin  Deer. 

1  felt  my  eyes  moisten  as  I  real¬ 
ized  the  faithful  dedication  repre- 


Faithfully  yours 


The  Rev.  Keith  L.  Head  is  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  Mission  Communications,  the 
Reporter's  advertising  and  graphic  arts 
agency. 


sented  by  these  United  Methodists. 

The  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference  counts  7,800  mem¬ 
bers  in  102  local  churches  in  four 
districts  covering  Oklahoma,  Kan¬ 
sas  and  Texas.  Unlike  many  annual 
conferences,  it  has  few  wealthy 
members.  The  foundation  money 
was  raised  at  $100  here  and  $200 
there  by  some  folks  struggling  to 
survive  below  the  poverty  line. 

The  conference  also  raised  $600  to 
assist  Hurricane  Andrew-damaged 
Houma  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
Native  American  congregation  in 
Dulac,  La.  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  is  forming  a  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Ministry  work  team  to 


help  the  Louisiana  church  with  need¬ 
ed  repairs  later  this  year. 

All  this  occurred  in  a  setting  unfa¬ 
miliar  to  most  annual  conferences. 
No  big  church  ...  no  civic  center 
...  no  air  conditioning  . . .  very  few 
coats  and  ties  . . .  port-a-potties  in¬ 
stead  of  restrooms. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  meets  outdoors,  rotating 
among  three  conference  camps.  Most 
camp  on  the  grounds  or  bring  a  camp¬ 
er  trailer.  Sessions  are  held  in  an 
open-air  tabernacle.  Home-cooked 
meals  are  served  in  cabins  owned  and 
operated  by  local  churches. 

I  had  come  to  the  Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  Missionary  Conference  to  visit 
old  friends  and  to  introduce  my 
daughters,  Patricia,  11,  and  Shan- 
nah,  9,  to  this  unusual  experience. 

My  girls  were  excited  about  what 
they  had  seen.  One  of  their  observa¬ 
tions  particularly  stands  out  in  my 
mind:  “This  conference  doesn’t 
have  any  walls!” 

—KEITH  L.  HEAD 


By  GUY  JONES 

I  was  a  teacher  and  coach  for 
many  years  before  I  entered  the 
ministry.  Last  fall,  I  finally  realized 
why  I  was  a  coach  for  so  many 
years — those  years  were  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  Lord’s  work  in  gangs. 

There’s  nothing  wrong  with  gangs. 
Boy  Scouts,  high  school  football 
teams,  cheerleaders,  the  French  Club 
. . ,  these  are  all  gangs.  Some  gangs, 
though,  have  joined  together  under 
circumstances  that  vary,  but  usually 
aren't  going  in  the  right  direction. 

In  December,  we  had  our  first 
gang  basketball  tournament — nine 
gangs  from  all  over  El  Paso,  in  one 
gym,  not  shooting  bullets,  but 
shooting  “hoops.” 

Competition  is  a  natural  way  for 
young  people  to  gain  self-esteem 
and  carry  on  relationships  with  the 
team  and  the  opposition.  In  our 
tournaments,  though,  we’re  inter¬ 
ested  in  more  than  basketball;  we’re 
interested  in  bringing  every  player 
and  spectator  to  the  Lord  Jesus! 

We’ve  had  four  tournaments  so 
far.  During  this  time  I’ve  watched 
12  young  men  turn  their  lives  over 
to  Jesus  and  six  young  men  and  one 
young  girl  return  to  school. 

The  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
really  felt  during  our  Wednesday 
night  worship  service.  Seventy  young 
men  from  seven  or  eight  different 
gangs  stand  at  the  altar — with  tro¬ 
phies,  medals  and  ribbons  hanging 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Indeed,  the  word  of  God  is  living 
and  active,  sharper  than  any  two- 
edged  sword,  piercing  until  it  divides 
soul  from  spirit,  joints  from  marrow; 
it  is  able  to  judge  the  thoughts  and 
intentions  of  the  heart.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Guy  Jones  is  pastor  of  Fort 
Boulevard  United  Methodist  Church  in 
El  Paso ,  Texas  (New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference). _ 

from  their  necks — holding  hands  and 
singing  “Thank  You,  Jesus!” 

Only  a  short  time  before  these 
same  young  men — with  hearts  full 
of  hate  and  anger  and  envy — would 
“rumble”  or  have  a  “drive-by” 
shooting.  Now  they’re  thanking  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  they  know  that  they 
can  be  more  in  this  life  than  they 
ever  thought  they  could  be,  because 
they  have  Jesus  in  their  hearts. 

We’re  so  often  reminded  of  the 
ministry  of  John  Wesley.  He  could 
have  remained  within  the  Anglican 
Church  as  a  priest,  but  he  didn’t. 
He  went  into  the  slums  of  England, 
to  the  unwanted  and  unlovable,  to 


the  drunks,  the  “lepers”  of  that 
time  in  history;  and  he  preached  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  From 
this  ministry,  the  worldwide  Meth¬ 
odist  movement  was  bom!  We  need 
to  step  out  again  into  the  ghettos, 
the  barrios,  the  slums  and  offer 
Christ  to  all! 

I’ve  never  been  so  blessed  as 
when  I’m  coaching  and  working 
and  sharing  and  loving  these  young 
men  and  women. 

One  young  man  said:  “Guy, 
you’ve  showed  us  encouragement, 
you’ve  showed  us  someone  who 
cares  about  us,  someone  who  ac¬ 
cepts  us  for  what  we  are  and  wants 
to  make  us  better.”  And  I  said, 
“Yes,  I  have.  And  that  person  is  Je¬ 
sus  Christ!  It’s  His  light  that  shows 
us  the  way  to  the  Good  Life.” 

The  true  blessing,  to  me,  is  that 
the  Lord  has  allowed  me  to  shine 
His  light  into  the  lives  of  so  many 
young  people.  Thank  you,  Jesus. 


I*_  The  United  Methodist 
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What  others  are  saying 


“Christians  must  be  more  like 
the  storytellers  of  old.  We  must 
carry  the  stories  of  the  people  so 
that  we  will  remember  who  we 
are  and  celebrate  it.” 

— United  Methodist  laywoman 
Bernice  Burr-Wilken,  Mancos, 
Colo. 


“All  things  are  sent  and  gov¬ 
erned  by  God,  and  however  trou¬ 
blesome  they  are,  they  will,  if 
accepted  gladly,  lead  us  surely 
and  quickly  toward  holiness.” 

— John  Beevers  introducing 
“Abandonment  to  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence”  by  Jean-Pierre  de  Caus- 
sade. 


Image 


People’s  judgements  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  2  Corinthians  9:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  27 

Sunday:  Psalms  13:1-2 
Monday:  Psalms  1 3:3-6 
Tuesday:  Genesis  22: 1-8 
Wednesday:  Genesis  22:9-14 
Thursday:  Romans  6: 12-14 
Friday:  Romans  6: 1 5-23 
Saturday:  Matthew  10:40-42 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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MOTION  DENIED:  The  U.S.  District 
Court  in  Chicago  has  denied  a  motion  for  sum¬ 
mary  judgment  sought  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  in  response  to  a  discrimination  law¬ 
suit  filed  by  the  board’s  former  director  of  hu¬ 
man  resources,  Virginia  (Chris)  Mackey  of 
Wheeling,  III.  Ms.  Mackey  alleges  that  the  pen¬ 
sions  board  fired  her  in  December  1989  because 
she  planned  to  make  public  evidence  of  institu¬ 
tional  race  and  sex  discrimination  at  the  board. 
The  pensions  board  denies  the  allegations  and  is 
“vigorously  defending”  the  lawsuit,  said  the 
pension  board’s  general  counsel,  James  M. 
Walton-Myers.  No  trial  date  has  been  set. 

BISHOP  HAILS  ELECTION:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishop  of  Burundi  says  the  first 
democratic  elections  held  in 
the  small  African  nation 
were  “the  answer  to 
prayer.”  Bishop  J.  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa  told  officials  of 
the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  that  Burundi 
I  has  produced  its  first  presi- 

I  dent  from  the  majority 

Hutu  tribe,  Melchoir  Nda- 
dye.  With  a  population  of  5.8  million,  Burundi 
has  been  ruled  by  the  minority  Tutsis,  who  consti¬ 
tute  only  20  percent  of  the  population  and  seized 
power  through  military  conquests.  Burundi 
gained  independence  from  Belgium  in  1962. 

CONCLAVE  BUDGET:  The  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  General  Conference  recently  ap¬ 
proved  a  $3.1  million  budget  for  the  1996 
meeting  in  Denver  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  highest  legislative  assembly.  The 
amount  is  the  same  allocated  for  the  most  re¬ 
cent  sessions,  1992,  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

MIXED  REACTIONS:  A  recent  U.S.  Su- 

i  preme  Court  decision  on  religion  in  public 
schools  is  a  “victory  for  religious  free  speech,”  but 
another  high  court  decree  allowing  prayer  during 
public  graduation  ceremonies  “only  muddies  the 
water,”  say  staff  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The  court  ruled 
June  7  that  public  schools  must  allow  religious 
groups  to  use  facilities  after  hours  on  the  same  ba¬ 
sis  as  other  community  groups. 

PROPOSAL  APPROVED:  a  plan  to 

link  nine  Protestant  denominations  in  a  new 
form  of  Christian  unity  came  a  step  closer  to 
consummation  in  early  June  when  the  2.9-mil- 
lion-member  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S. A.)  gave 
its  approval.  It  was  the  third  of  the  nine  denom¬ 
inations  to  approve  the  plan.  United  Methodist 
action  is  expected  in  1996.  Under  the  plan,  de¬ 
nominations  would  share  elements  of  church 
life  while  each  retains  its  autonomy  and  identity 
(see  related  editorial  on  Page  2  of  this  issue), 
i  The  proposal  is  a  product  of  a  30-year  ecumeni¬ 
cal  dialogue  known  as  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU). 

CONNALLY  DIES:  Billy  Graham  and 

former  First  Lady  Lady  Bird  Johnson  were 
among  those  offering  eulogies  June  17  at  First 
j  United  Methodist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas,  for 
John  B.  Connally.  Mr.  Connally  and  his  wife, 
Nellie,  were  married  in  that  church  52  years 
ago.  He  died  June  1 5  at  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Houston  at  age  76  of  pulmonary  fibrosis.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  serving  three  terms  as  Texas  governor, 
he  was  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  the  Kennedy 
Administration  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
under  President  Richard  M.  Nixon.  Mr.  Nixon 
and  all  five  living  former  Texas  governors  at¬ 
tended  the  services. 

HISTORIC  VOTE:  The  Rev.  Mary  Adelia 
McLeod  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  has  been  elected 
the  first  woman  to  head  a  diocese  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Ms.  McLeod,  formerly  rector  of  St. 
John’s  Church  in  Charleston,  was  chosen  by  cler¬ 
gy  and  lay  delegates  to  head  the  Diocese  of  Ver¬ 
mont — a  vote  that,  pending  confirmation  of  other 
dioceses,  elevates  her  to  the  rank  of  bishop. 

NEW  RELIEF  DIRECTOR:  Lutheran 
World  Relief  has  reached  into  its  own  ranks  to 
elect  a  successor  to  Norman  E.  Barth,  the  orga¬ 
nization’s  longtime  executive  director  who  re¬ 
tires  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Elected 
unanimously  to  succeed  Mr.  Barth  is  Kathryn  F. 
Wolford,  35,  Lutheran  World  Relief  program 
director  for  Latin  America.  Ms.  Wolford  will 
begin  her  three-year  appointment  as  head  of  the 
New  York-based  agency  Oct.  1.  Lutheran  World 
Relief  is  the  overseas  development  and  relief 
arm  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  and  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod. 

CHURCH  SAYS  GOOD  JOB:  Rain- 

Forest  Crunch  candy,  zucchini  give-aways  and  a 
wheelchair-friendly  mountain  trail  are  the  re¬ 
cipients  of  annual  awards  given  to  socially  con¬ 
scious  corporations  and  businesses  by  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  The  Corporate  Social 
Responsibility  Recognition  Program,  now  in  its 
second  year,  singles  out  firms  ranging  from  mul¬ 
tinational  giants  to  tiny  mom-and-pop  opera¬ 
tions  for  their  public  interest  activities. 
Businesses  are  nominated  for  consideration  by 
local  congregations.  The  awards  are  meant  to 
send  a  message  that  church  and  industry  can 
work  together  for  the  common  good. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Religious  leaders  urge  new  moral  agenda 


Six-point  agenda  contains  argument 


Religious  News  Service 

“A  Call  to  the  Common  Ground  for  the  Com¬ 
mon  Good”  is  framed  around  winning  alle¬ 
giance  to  a  six-point  agenda.  It  argues  for: 

•S  A  priority  for  the  poor.  “In  all  debate  over 
economic  policy,  children  and  their  families 
must  be  of  paramount  concern.” 

/  A  focus  on  basic  human  dignity  and  needs. 
“The  absence  of  decent  work  and  housing,  of  an 
equitable  and  effective  system  of  education,  and 
especially  of  affordable  and  universal  health 
care,  undermine  the  well-being  of  millions.  The 
search  for  the  common  good  must  prevail  over 
the  powerful  defenders  of  the  status  quo  in 
these  crucial  tests  for  community.” 

•f  Genuine  reform  of  the  welfare  system.  “We 


call  for  policy  changes  which  will  empower  the 
poor  to  move  beyond  privation  and  dependency 
toward  economic  independence.” 

/  A  respect  for  diversity.  “We  need  to  forge  a 
national  consensus  that  racism,  anti-Semitism 
and  all  other  forms  of  discrimination  have  no 
place  in  our  society.” 

/  A  new  politics  of  community.  “We  must 
grow  beyond  polarization  and  gridlock  as  we 
seek  to  evaluate  each  new  policy  proposal  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  enhances  the  pursuit  of  the 
common  good.” 

/  A  commitment  to  empowerment.  “We  con¬ 
tinue  to  believe  that  there  is  no  substitute  for 
the  efforts  of  families,  neighborhoods,  churches, 
synagogues  and  other  organizations  to  help  in¬ 
dividuals  meet  their  local  needs.” 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Entering  the  public-policy  are¬ 
na  with  a  call  for  sacrifice,  lead¬ 
ers  of  three  major  U.S.  religious 
agencies  have  urged  members  of 
the  nation’s  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues  to  put  aside  narrow  spe¬ 
cial  interests  for  the  sake  of 
society’s  “common  good.” 

At  a  recent  conference  in 
Washington,  top  executives  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A., 
the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference 
and  the  Synagogue  Council  of 
America  issued  a  statement  pro¬ 
posing  a  fresh  moral  and  theolog¬ 
ical  debate  “over  the  renewal  of 
the  general  welfare.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  one  of  32  Protestant  and  Or¬ 
thodox  member  bodies  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

No  specific  proposals 

The  4,500-word  document,  “A 
Call  to  the  Common  Ground  for 
the  Common  Good,”  makes  no 
specific  policy  proposals. 

Rather  it  emphasizes  themes 
of  restraint  and  sacrifice,  the 
need  to  curb  “excessive  individ¬ 
ualism”  for  the  “welfare  of  the 
whole,”  and  the  imperative  to  se¬ 
cure  the  future  of  society’s  weak¬ 
est,  most  vulnerable  members. 


“More  than  anything  else,”  says 
the  statement,  “the  call  to  the 
common  good  is  a  reminder  that 
we  are  one  human  family,  whatev¬ 
er  our  differences  of  race,  gender, 
ethnicity  or  economic  status.” 

The  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  NCC  general  secretary,  told 
participants  at  the  conference 
where  the  document  was  un¬ 
veiled  that  “our  national  social 
deficits  are  as  important  as  our 
fiscal  deficits.” 

The  three  sponsoring  religious 
agencies  plan  to  distribute  the 
document  widely  among  their 
constituencies,  NCC  officials 
said.  The  groups  claim  100  mil¬ 
lion  adherents. 

Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  San 
Francisco,  a  member  of  the  NCC 
board  and  chief  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cer  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  called  the  inititative  'an 
effort  on  the  part  of  churches  to 
be  faithful  in  the  midst  of  a  lot  of 
change  going  on  in  our  country.” 

Includes  more  taxes 

Citing  the  Clinton  administra¬ 
tion’s  efforts  to  reduce  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  and  to  devise  a 
national  health-care  plan.  Bishop 
Talbert  said,  “For  this  to  hap¬ 
pen,  we  need  to  appeal  to  our 
people  to  support  what  is  com¬ 
mon  and  good  for  everybody,” 


including  additional  taxes. 

“There’s  a  feeling  that  this  is 
the  time  for  us  to  tighten  our 
belts  and  do  what’s  best  for  the 
country,"  Bishop  Talbert  said. 

“There’s  no  way  to  get  (the) 
health  care  (plan)  without  addi¬ 
tional  cost,  and  sacrifice  is  need¬ 
ed  to  achieve  these  things.” 

United  Methodism  has  stood 
for  universal  health  care  “for  a 
long  time,”  he  added. 

The  “Common  Ground”  call  is 


“not  a  partisan  effort,”  Bishop 
Talbert  stressed.  “This  is  some¬ 
thing  we  were  working  on  before 
Clinton  was  elected.  No  matter 
who  the  president  is,  we  would  be 
speaking  this  kind  of  language.” 

He  added,  however,  that  Mr. 
Clinton,  unlike  his  most  recent 
predecessors  in  the  office,  has 
welcomed  NCC  and  mainline 
Protestant  leaders  into  the  White 
House  for  conversations.  “For 
that  reason,  it’s  more  important 


tor  us  to  speak  out,”  he  saia. 

The  “Common  Ground"  proj¬ 
ect  stemmed  from  a  Ford  Foun¬ 
dation  review  of  the  nation's 
social  welfare  needs  and  possible 
policy  alternatives. 

With  financial  support  from 
the  foundation,  the  three  umbrel¬ 
la  agencies  are  seeking  to  develop 
a  moral  and  theological  debate 
about  the  welfare  system  and  to 
develop  a  national  consensus  for 
change,  NCC  officials  said. 


Targeted  doctor's  church  gets  caught  in  protest 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

When  a  tall,  white-haired  physi¬ 
cian  recently  walked  down  the 
sanctuary  aisle  in  his  raincoat  to 
receive  communion,  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  congregation  knew 
why. 

The  raincoat  was  concealing  a 
bullet-proof  vest. 

Tight  security  has  become  a  way 
of  life  for  the  family  of  United 
Methodist  layman  Norman 
Tompkins,  a  Dallas  obstetrician 
and  gynecologist  who  performs 
abortions  as  a  part  of  his  practice. 

For  the  past 
eight  months, 

Dr.  Tompkins 
has  been  the  tar¬ 
get  of  anti-abor¬ 
tion  activists  in 
an  organization 
known  as  Dallas 
PLAN  (Pro-Life 
Action  Net-  Norman  Tompkins 
work).  PLAN  is  an  affiliate  of  Op¬ 
eration  Rescue,  reportedly  one  of 
the  nation’s  most  strident  anti- 
abortion  groups. 

PLAN  protesters  picketed  Dr. 
Tompkins  and  his  wife,  Carolyn, 
at  Highland  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  one  of  the  nation’s 
largest  congregations,  for  eight 
straight  Sundays  until  the  Tomp¬ 
kinses  got  a  legal  injunction 
against  demonstrations  outside 
the  church. 

Protesters  continue  to  picket 
Dr.  Tompkins’  neighborhood, 
his  home — sometimes  forming  a 
human  blockade  of  his  driveway 
in  an  attempt  to  prevent  him 
from  going  to  work — his  office, 


Presbyterian  Hospital  of  Dallas 
where  he  is  on  staff,  and  his 
wife’s  place  of  employment,  the 
national  headquarters  of  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  in  nearby  Ir¬ 
ving,  Texas. 

Likened  to  Hitler 

Dr.  Tompkins  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  protesters  call  him  a  mass 
murderer,  a  Hitler  and  the  Jef¬ 
frey  Dahmer  of  Dallas,  while 
holding  signs  with  large  photo¬ 
graphs  of  aborted  fetuses  and  dis¬ 
membered  babies. 

At  the  same  time,  PLAN  has  or¬ 
ganized  a  writing  campaign  of 
cards  and  letters  and  a  telephone 
campaign  against  the  Tompkinses. 

Dr.  Tompkins  says  his  life  has 
been  threatened  three  times: 
Once  by  a  telephone  caller,  once 
when  a  picketer  told  a  neighbor 
to  shoot  him,  and  once  via  a 
mailed  death  threat  which  he 
said  was  taken  to  the  FBI. 

All  threats  are  taken  seriously 
by  local  law  enforcement.  Dr. 
Tompkins  said,  especially  since 
the  March  slaying  of  a  Florida 
doctor  who  performed  abortions. 

Dr.  Tompkins  said  he  is  not 
worried  that  PLAN  leaders  Tom 
Cyr  and  Flip  Benham  and  their 
immediate  followers  will  resort 
to  physical  violence,  but  he  is 
worried  that  their  rhetoric  will 
inflame  some  sympathizer  who  is 
unstable  and  “has  nothing  to 
lose.”  He  contends  that  this  is 
what  PLAN  participants  want. 

Highland  Park  police  escorted 
the  Tompkinses  to  and  from 
church  until  March  when  the 
doctor  hired  the  armed  security 
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A  brief  note  in  a  child-like  scrawl  is  among  daily  mail  to  the 
office  of  Dr.  Norman  Tompkins  (see  accompanying  stories). 


guards  who  now  accompany  him 
24  hours  a  day. 

Surrounded  by  classmates 

Security  asked  the  family  to  sit 
in  the  sanctuary  transept  so  no 
one  could  take  aim  at  them  from 
behind.  On  several  Sundays, 
members  of  their  Sunday  school 
class  sat  surrounding  them  dur¬ 
ing  worship. 

Mrs.  Tompkins,  a  lifelong 
United  Methodist,  said,  “That 
was  really  heartwarming.  Church 
members  have  been  wonderful 
and  warm.  Our  Sunday  school 


class  is  praying  for  us.” 

Class  member  Jan  Owen  told 
the  Reporter  that  although  mem¬ 
bers  have  differing  opinions  on 
abortion,  “No  one  I  know  of  con¬ 
dones  the  actions  of  these  picket- 
ers.” 

“What  the  protesters  didn’t  re¬ 
alize,”  Ms.  Tompkins  continued, 
“was  that  we  don’t  just  go  to  that 
church,  we  are  members  of  that 
church.  There’s  a  difference. ” 

“Recently,  I  went  to  a  funeral 
at  our  church  and  found  myself 
parking  and  entering  the  building 


in  obscure  places.  You  catch 
yourself  looking  over  your  shoul¬ 
der,”  she  said. 

She  said  PLAN  participants 
told  her  early  on  that  she  would 
be  looking  over  her  shoulder. 

“That  is  what  they  intend,” 
she  said.  “They  don’t  just  acci¬ 
dently  learn  to  terrorize  you. 
They  learn  at  a  12-week  Opera¬ 
tion  Rescue  school  in  Florida.” 

Through  all  of  this,  her  job  at 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  has  been 
her  “salvation,”  Ms.  Tompkins 
said,  even  when  PLAN  picketers 
outside  of  the  building,  dressed  in 
Boy  Scout  uniforms,  carry  large 
signs  reading  “Carolyn  Tompkins 
spends  abortion  money.” 

PLAN  also  sent  letters  to  the 
personnel  office  demanding  that 
she  be  Fired,  she  said. 

She  has  worked  for  Boy  Scouts 
for  1 8  years,  she  said,  and  is  de¬ 
voted  to  scouting. 

'I'm  just  astounded' 

“I’m  just  astounded  that 
Christians  would  behave  in  this 
way,”  she  said,  referring  to  the 
protesters.  “You’d  think  at  some 
point  they’d  have  empathy  for 
people.  But  they  don’t.  They 
have  tunnel  vision.” 

In  the  meantime,  Dr.  Tomp¬ 
kins  says,  because  of  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  violence,  he  can’t  go  into 
the  yard  to  get  his  newspaper  or 
walk  the  dog  or  pick  a  flower. 

“I  don’t  drive  a  car  or  go  to  the 
grocery  store.  I’m  a  prisoner  in¬ 
side  my  home  or  inside  my  car. 
And  what  really  infuriates  us  is 
that  they  do  this  in  the  name  of 
‘Jesus  loves  you.’  ” 


Protest  group  hopes 


to  'save'  physician 


The  chairman  of  the  15-mem¬ 
ber  congressional  subcommittee 
on  Crime  and  Criminal  Justice 
told  United  Methodist  layman 
Norman  Tompkins  (see  related 
story  above)  that  he  was  one  of  six 
physicians  in  the  nation  targeted 
by  pro-life  groups  but  the  "war 
against  you  is  more  severe." 

Dr.  Tompkins  was  summoned 
to  Washington  to  testify  before  the 
subcommittee  which  is  reportedly 
considering  new  federal  laws  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  obstruction  of  clinics 
or  the  harassment  of  physicians 
who  perform  abortions. 

Why  would  anti-abortion  pro¬ 
testers  like  the  Pro-Life  Action 
Network  (PLAN)  single  out  Nor¬ 
man  Tompkins,  a  staff  member 
at  Dallas'  Presbyterian  Hospital, 
for  eight  months  without  letup? 

Dr.  Tompkins  said  the  hospi¬ 
tal's  policy  on  abortion  is  strin- 


DALLAS — An  anti-abortion 
protester  stands  near 
Presbyterian  Hospital  of 
Dallas  where  United 
Methodist  layman  Norman 
Tompkins  practices. 
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gent.  Two  doctors  must  approve 
of  the  procedure.  No  abortion  is 
performed  after  the  12th  week  of 
pregnancy  or  for  the  mother’s 
convenience.  A  medical  necessity 
must  be  demonstrated. 

The  patient  must  have  spiritu¬ 
al  counseling,  and  a  ministerial 
staff  is  available  at  the  hospital. 
Dr.  Tompkins  said.  The  patient 
cannot  receive  an  abortion  on 
the  first  visit.  Each  procedure 
must  be  approved  by  the  depart¬ 
ment  head. 

Two  other  clinics 

In  addition  to  his  work  at  Pres¬ 
byterian  Hospital,  he  said  he  per¬ 
forms  abortions  at  two  local 
women’s  clinics  “when  they  can’t 
get  another  doctor."  He  says  he 
uses  the  same  criteria  at  the  clin¬ 
ics  that  he  does  at  the  hospital. 

Dr.  Tompkins  points  with 
pride  to  more  than  8,000  babies 
he  has  delivered  and  to  some  600 
babies  he  has  delivered  which 
have  been  adopted. 

At  a  recent  PLAN  meeting,  the 
Reporter  asked  Tom  Cyr,  presi¬ 
dent  of  PLAN,  why  the  group 
had  selected  Dr.  Tompkins  rath¬ 
er  than  a  physician  who  limits 
his  practice  to  abortions. 

“The  Lord  selected  him,"  Mr. 


Why  would  anti¬ 
abortion  protesters 
single  out  Norman 
Tompkins,  a  staff 
member  at  Dallas' 
Presbyterian  Hospital, 
for  eight  months 
without  letup ? 


Cyr  said. 

Mr.  Cyr,  a  34-year-old  Roman 
Catholic,  said  he  had  had  a  pro¬ 
found  religious  experience  when 
he  was  25  and  since  that  time 
had  made  “rescuing  babies  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  bom"  his  life's  work. 

He  said  he  is  a  missionary  sup¬ 
ported  by  donors,  whom  he  de¬ 
clined  to  name. 

Among  participants  in  PLAN 
is  Roman  Catholic  Bishop 
Charles  Grahmann,  whose  re¬ 
corded  message  can  be  heard  dai¬ 
ly  on  the  group’s  telephone 
hotline. 

Another  leader  is  Flip  Ben¬ 
ham,  a  former  Free  Methodist 
pastor. 


Mr.  Cyr  said  Mr.  Benham  was 
relieved  of  his  pastoral  duties  be¬ 
cause  of  his  “pro-life”  activities. 

Mr.  Benham  laughingly  told 
some  20  members  of  PLAN  that 
in  the  immediate  future  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  serve  a  jail  sentence  in 
Louisiana  for  “inciting  a  riot." 

Photo  prepared 

Mr.  Benham  led  PLAN  mem¬ 
bers  in  prayers,  after  which  they 
passed  around  a  color  photo¬ 
graph  of  a  dismembered  baby 
which  had  been  aborted  at  about 
five  months’  gestation. 

The  photo  will  be  enlarged  and 
printed  on  posters  for  use  on 
picket  lines.  PLAN  members  did 
not  claim  that  there  is  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  Dr.  Tompkins  and 
that  particular  photograph. 

Mr.  Cyr  told  the  Reporter  that 
among  the  reasons  for  Dr.  Tomp¬ 
kins’  selection  for  the  group’s  at¬ 
tention  is  the  high  traffic  location 
of  Dr.  Tompkins'  office  and  the 
high  profile  of  Presbyterian  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Also  he  said  that  because  Dr. 
Tompkins  has  a  “legitimate” 
practice  as  well  as  an  abortion 
practice,  he  has  a  chance  to  be 
“saved." 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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LIFE  MEMBER:  The  Rev.  Noel  D.  Osborn. 

an  Old  Testament  instructor  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  has  been  named  an  honorary  life 
member  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  Dr.  Os¬ 
born  was  a  translation  consultant  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Bible  Societies  for  23  years  in  the  Philippines 
before  his  retirement  in  1991.  Prior  to  his  Bible 
society  work  he  served  as  a  missionary  in  that 
country  for  1 3  years. 

HEALTH-FLEX  ADOPTED:  The  Flori¬ 
da  Annual  Conference  recently  became  the  first 
United  Methodist  regional  body  to  shift  its 
medical  benefits  program  to  the  new  “Health- 
Flex,”  plan  offered  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Pensions.  The  conference  is  expected 
to  save  $300,000  to  $700,000.  The  action  be¬ 
comes  effective  Jan.  1,  1994.  “Health-Flex”  re¬ 
places  the  proposed  “UMCare”  health  plan 
ruled  unconstitutional  last  year  by  the  church’s 
Judicial  Council. 


NOMINEES  ACCEPTED:  Key  leaders 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  have  been 
asked  to  propose  nominees  for  an  advisory  “Fo¬ 
rum  of  30”  that  will  take  part  in  a  study  of  the 
denomination’s  identity,  mission  and  structural 
needs  for  the  21st  century.  The  30-member 
committee,  to  be  named  by  the  church’s  chief 
coordinating  agency,  will  assist  a  16-member 
“Connectional  Issues  Task  Force”  that  is  con¬ 
ducting  the  wide-ranging  study.  Names,  along 
with  biographical  and  other  data  about  nomi¬ 
nees’  expertise,  are  due  by  July  10  to  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  601  W.  Riverview  Ave., 
Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 


RESEARCHER  DIES:  The  Rev.  Earl  D.C. 

Brewer,  a  longtime  leading  researcher  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  sociology  of  reli¬ 
gion  emeritus  at  United 
Methodist-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  died 
June  16  of  complications 
from  heart  surgery.  He  was 
79.  He  joined  the  faculty  of 
Emory  University  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  in  1946  and  retired  in 
Earl  Brewer  1984.  For  10  years  he  head¬ 
ed  the  school’s  Religious  Research  Center,  and 
on  one  leave  of  absence  he  headed  a  similar  ef¬ 
fort  for  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


IT'S  YOUR  GOVERNMENT:  “Regis¬ 
ter  Citizen  Opinion  1993,”  a  guide  to  accessing 
the  three  branches  of  the  U.S.  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  has  been  produced  by  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  A  state-by-state  congres¬ 
sional  directory  listing  each  senator  and  repre¬ 
sentative’s  denomination  and  committee 
assignments  occupies  much  of  the  52-page 
booklet.  Also  listed  are  members  of  the  new 
cabinet  and  Supreme  Court  justices.  The  publi¬ 
cation  may  be  ordered  for  75  cents  each  from 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  Ser¬ 
vice  Department,  100  Maryland  Ave.  N.E., 
Washington,  D.C.  20002. 


Operation  Classroom  aids  Liberian  youths 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Children  in  your  local  church 
may  balk  at  the  mere  sight  of 
school  supplies  during  their  sum¬ 
mer  vacation,  but  maybe  they’d 
like  to  purchase  pens  and  note¬ 
books  for  teen-age  Liberian  refu¬ 
gees  through  the  church’s 
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Members  of  the  Holston  Con¬ 
ference  "Operation  Class¬ 
room"  committee  prepare 
Youth  Care  Boxes  for  Liberian 
refugees. 


Operation  Classroom. 

Emergency  school  kits  are 
needed  to  help  Liberian  youths 
continue  their  education  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  mission 
schools  in  West  Africa. 

Thousands  of  Liberian  stu¬ 
dents  are  waiting  for  their  official 
school  year  to  begin. 

Elementary,  junior  high  and 
senior  high  schools  in  Liberia 
have  been  closed  for  three  years 
due  to  their  country’s  civil  war. 

Many  Liberians  have  escaped 
to  other  West  African  countries. 
However,  Liberian  children  are 
not  able  to  attend  school  in  those 
countries  since  they  are  not  legal 
citizens. 

Through  an  appeal  by  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah 
(Liberia  Area),  a  refugee  mission 
school  for  some  350  teenagers 
has  been  arranged  in  Danane, 
Cote  D’Ivoire  (Ivory  Coast).  It’s 
a  cooperative  effort  of  Liberian 
United  Methodists  and  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Methodist  Church  of  Cote 
D’Ivoire. 

Most  of  the  children  are  for¬ 
mer  students  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  schools  in  the  Liberian  towns 
of  Ganta,  Gbamga,  Buchanan 
and  the  capital  city  of  Monrovia. 

The  refugee  mission  school  is 


directed  by  United  Methodist 
missionaries  Herbert  and  Mary 
Zigbuo.  Operating  costs  of 
$40,000  are  being  funded  with 
grants  from  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
from  Indiana  United  Methodists. 

A  school  building  was  con¬ 
structed  in  Cote  D’Ivoire  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  by  United  Methodist  work 
teams  from  Indiana  and  North 
Carolina.  In  addition,  the  team 
erected  two  large  tents  provided 
by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  for  additional 
classroom  space. 

Now  the  mission  school  needs 
supplies  and  equipment.  And 
that’s  where  United  Methodist 
children  in  this  country  come 
into  play. 

“This  educational  ministry  to 
junior/senior  high  level  Liberian 
students  is  right  on  time!”  said 
the  Zigbuos  in  a  missionary  letter 
to  officials  of  Operation  Class¬ 
room. 

“The  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees  prior¬ 
itizes  only  elementary-level  educa¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  other  alternative 
for  junior  and  senior  high  level 
education.  Thank  God  that  there 
exists  an  education  for  these  very 
vulnerable  young  people.” 


What  to  send  in  a  Youth  Care  Box  for  Liberia 
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Here's  how 
to  ship  a  box 

Instructions:  Place  your  con¬ 
tents  in  a  plastic  bag  and  place 
in  the  box — recommended  no 
larger  than  18x18  inches. 

Have  your  box  sealed  and 
properly  labeled.  Include  your 
church’s  name,  district  and  an¬ 
nual  conference. 

Place  two  copies  of  the  labels 
on  the  box. 

Send  them  to: 

Operation  Classroom 

7th  Street  and  Main 

Lapel,  Ind.  46051 

Call  John  L.  Barker  at  (317) 
534-3681,  warehouse  coordina¬ 
tor,  for  details. 

Also,  send  a  check  for  ship¬ 
ping.  The  cost  is  $6.50  per  cu¬ 
bic  foot. 

Checks  should  be  sent  to: 

Operation  Classroom 

P.O.  Box  277 

Colfax,  Ind.  46035-0277 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  OPERATION  C1ASSROOM 


DANANE,  Cote  D'Ivoire — United  Methodists  from  Indiana  and 
North  Carolina  teamed  up  with  Liberian  United  Methodists  to 
build  a  Protestant  Methodist  Center  for  a  mission  school  for  Li¬ 
berian  refugees.  The  school  was  built  with  funds  from  Opera¬ 
tion  Classroom  (see  accompanying  stories). 

Missioners'  'love  affair' 
comes  at  crucial  time 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Ministry  with  African  United 
Methodists  is  a  love  affair  for  the 
Rev.  Joe  and  Carolyn  Wagner 
through  Operation  Classroom. 

Since  1987,  their  Operation 
Classroom  mission  program  has 
channeled  $1.5  million  in  cash 
and  school  supplies  valued  at 
$350,000  to  West  Africa. 

The  program  was  initially  an 
Indiana  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  program.  Today,  Operation 
Classroom  is  a  top  priority  for 
United  Methodists  across  the 
country. 

Mr.  Wagner  told  the  Reporter 
that  you  don’t  have  to  travel  to 
Africa  to  assist  in  the  West  Afri¬ 
ca  crisis.  Churches  can  respond 
through  Youth  Care  Boxes  (see 
related  illustration  on  this  page). 

The  boxes  contain  school  sup¬ 
plies,  small  items  of  clothing  and 
hygiene  products  for  junior  and 
senior  high  students. 

Pre-packed  boxes  are  shipped 
to  a  warehouse  in  Lapel,  Ind., 
and  stacked  in  freight  containers 


20  feet  long.  Each  container 
holds  about  600  boxes. 

Shipping  of  each  container 
costs  $7,000.  Half  of  the  money 
comes  from  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief,  with  the 
rest  coming  from  donations  to 
Operation  Classroom. 

A  container  of  supplies  arrived 
in  Cote  D’Ivoire  in  May.  An  en¬ 
tire  Cote  D’Ivoire  container  will 
be  filled  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  church’s  Holston  An¬ 
nual  Conference  (eastern 
Tennessee  and  part  of  Virginia 
and  part  of  Georgia)  to  arrive  in 
October. 

Another  container  will  be 
shipped  to  Sierra  Leone  in  Au¬ 
gust  and  to  Liberia  in  July. 

That  is,  if  the  fighting  ceases  in 
Liberia. 

“We  won’t  send  a  container  if 
we  can’t  get  it  in,”  said  Mr.  Wag¬ 
ner,  “but  we’re  praying  that  the 
coast  will  be  secured.” 

The  Wagners  are  in  Liberia  to 
access  the  situation.  They  expect 
to  return  July  9. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Pacific  Homes  debt  retirement  payments  begin 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

REDLANDS,  Calif. — Final  agree¬ 
ment  has  been  reached  on  restructur¬ 
ing  the  $21  million  indebtedness  of 
Pacific  Homes  to  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  California-Pacific  and  Desert 
Southwest  Annual  Conferences. 

The  decision  was  announced  dur¬ 
ing  sessions  of  the  California-Pacif¬ 
ic  Annual  Conference  by  Howard 
Hudson  of  Santa  Barbara,  Calif., 
chairman  of  the  negotiating  com¬ 
mittee  representing  the  two  regional 
entities. 

In  late  1980  a  California  Superior 
Court  judge  announced  tentative 
agreement  on  a  reorganization  plan 


for  the  bankrupt  Pacific  Homes.  At 
its  peak,  the  organization  which  be¬ 
gan  in  1912  included  seven  retire¬ 
ment  homes  and  seven  nursing 
facilities  serving  about  2,000  persons. 

Judge  Edward  T.  Butler’s  1980 
announcement  signaled  the  fruition 
of  several  months  of  intense  negoti¬ 
ations  by  parties  of  the  half-dozen 
lawsuits  which  at  their  peak  sought 
more  than  a  half  billion  dollars  in 
settlement  from  a  diverse  list  of 
United  Methodist  units  and  indi¬ 
viduals,  as  well  as  from  the  denomi¬ 
nation  itself. 

$7.5  million  immediately 

Mr.  Hudson  said  that  the  two  an- 


Take  the  hassle  out 
of  choosing  hymns! 

THE  UNITED 
METHODIST 


HYMNAL 


Software  Edition 

Say  the  day's  Scripture  reading  is 
from  Luke  1 :46  and  you  want  to 
enhance  your  worship  service  with  the 
perfect  hymn.  With  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  Software  Edition, 
every  reference  to  that  particular  pas¬ 
sage  is  in  front  of  you  in  just  a  few 
keystrokes. 

Say  you  want  to  avoid  one  of  those 
embarrassing  moments  when  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  stumbling  over  a  difficult 
or  unfamiliar  melody.  With  the  United 


Methodist  Hymnal  software  (Program 
I ).  you  can  actually  hear  the  melody 
as  well  as  see  the  text. 

The  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
Software  is  designed  to  be  very  easy, 
powerful  and  fun  to  use.  The  Hymnal 
software  is  self-contained  and  avail¬ 
able  in  both  3-1/2"  and  5-1/4"  for¬ 
mats.  Now  you  can  concentrate  on 
what  you  do  best — making  the  most 
out  of  your  worship  services! 

Program  1  (Category  Index, 

Words  &  Music) 

$149.95 

Program  2  (Category  Index. 

Words  w/o 
Music) 

$99.95 

Program  3  (Category  Index. 

w/o  Words  and 
Music) 

$49.95 

For  more  information  or  your  free 
Demonstration  disk,  please  call 
708/299-4414  or  write  Anthony  J. 
Tolbert  III.  Cokesbury  Electronic 
Publishing.  1661  N.  Northwest 
Highway.  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068. 

Q  Cokesbury 


nual  conferences  (which  had  previ¬ 
ously  been  one  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference)  are  immedi¬ 
ately  receiving  $7.5  million  from 
the  restructuring. 

That  amount  will  repay  with  inter¬ 
est  a  $3.2  million  loan  from  the 
churchwide  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  he  said.  It  will  also  be 
used  to  make  pro-rata  payments  with 
interest  to  conferences  which  loaned 
or  gave  a  total  of  $2.2  million  in  the 
early  1980s  to  help  complete  the 
bankruptcy  reorganization. 

According  to  Mr.  Hudson,  the 
two  conferences  have  received  a 
promissory  note  from  Pacific 
Homes  for  $10.5  million  in  restruc¬ 
turing  the  balance  of  the  annual 
conferences’  $2 1  million  claim.  Mr. 
Hudson  said  this  note  is  due  no  lat¬ 
er  than  the  end  of  the  year  2008, 
with  provision  for  interim  interest 
and  principal  payments  if  certain 
benchmarks  are  met. 

Next  funds  received  by  the  annu¬ 
al  conferences  from  Pacific  Homes 
on  the  promissory  notes  will  be 


used  to  repay  with  interest  a  $4.3 
million  loan  from  the  churchwide 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  balance  of  the 
repayment  will  be  divided  between 
the  two  conferences. 

Reorganization  of  the  Pacific 
Homes  brings  to  a  close  litigation 
that  twice  reached  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  and  is  without  prece¬ 
dent  in  U.S.  religious  circles.  The 
story  caught  the  attention  of  the  na¬ 
tional  news  media  and  was  featured 
in  a  segment  on  the  popular  CBS- 
TV  “60  Minutes”  program. 

Outlived  projections 

For  many  years  the  corporation 
relied  mainly  on  “life-care”  con¬ 
tracts  by  which  a  prospective  resi¬ 
dent  would  pay  a  lump-sum  entry 
fee  based  on  the  anticipated  num¬ 
ber  of  years  of  life  remaining.  It 
generally  was  agreed  by  observers 
that  the  excellent  care  received  by 
residents  contributed  to  their  out¬ 
living  mortality  table  projections. 


Last  Davidian  children  go  home 


The  last  three  of  the  Branch  Da¬ 
vidian  children  sheltered  at  the 
Methodist  Home  in  Waco,  Texas, 
have  been  placed  with  relatives  and 
have  left  the  home,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Jack  Kyle  Daniels,  the  home’s 
chief  executive. 

The  three  children  and  17  others 
released  earlier  had  been  at  the  home 
up  to  three  months.  Some  arrived 
just  hours  after  a  gun  battle  Feb.  28 
between  federal  agents  and  heavily 
armed  cult  members  left  four  federal 
agents  dead  and  16  wounded. 

The  children  were  sheltered  un¬ 
der  a  contract  between  the  Method¬ 
ist  Home  and  the  Children’s 
Protective  Services  of  the  Texas  De¬ 
partment  of  Protective  and  Regula¬ 
tory  Services. 


During  the  51 -day  siege  at  the 
Davidian  compound,  Dr.  Daniels 
or  other  Methodist  Home  officials 
met  almost  daily  with  state  and  fed¬ 
eral  officials  to  assess  the  children’s 
welfare. 

Within  a  week  following  the  April 
19  blaze  which  consumed  the  com¬ 
pound  and  killed  most  of  the  cult’s 
followers,  the  Methodist  Home  held 
a  memorial  service  on  its  campus 
some  10  miles  away  in  Waco,  Texas. 

Of  the  10  Branch  Davidian  chil¬ 
dren  still  then  sheltered  at  the 
Methodist  Home,  some  saw  rela¬ 
tives  for  the  first  time  at  the  memo¬ 
rial  service  since  cult  leaders 
allowed  the  children  to  leave  the 
compound. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1 . 1 5  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  infor¬ 
mation  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  and 
Youth  Ministry.  1700-member  Cape  Coral 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Personnel  Committee,  4118 
Coronado  Parkway,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33904.  | 

EARN  $1500  AND  UP.  GUARANTEED 
monthly.  Work  part-time  or  full-time.  Teach 
small  groups  music  in  nursery  schools.  Write: 
Southwest  Music  Academy,  5036  Shadow  Mt., 
Las  Cruces,  NM  8800 1 . 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Growing 
2600-member  UM  Church,  Chicago  suburb. 
Excellent  facilities,  supportive  congregation. 
Current  strong  program.  Experience  required. 
Musical  skills  a  plus.  Resume/references:  Grace 
Church,  300  E.  Gartner.  Naperville,  IL  60540. 
(708)  355-1748. 

FOR  SALE.  20  CHOIR/HANDBELL  ROBES. 
Liturgical  green.  Assorted  sizes,  cuffed  sleeves. 
Call  Ms.  Wright,  M-F  (407)  732-3435.  j 

ARCHIVIST/RECORDS  ADMINISTRATOR 
for  the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  of  The  UMC,  Madison,  NJ.  For  more 
information  write  to  the  Search  Committee, 
P.O.  Box  127,  Madison,  NJ  07940.  Applica¬ 
tions  are  invited  until  August  15,  1993.  The 
General  Commission  is  an  Affirmative  Action, 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Employer. 

ORGANIST/PIANIST.  2  SUNDAY  services, 
Wednesday  rehearsals,  special  services  and  con¬ 
certs.  Contact:  Ella  Mae  Wright,  Director  of 
Music  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  101 

N.  Seacrest  Blvd.,  Boynton  Beach,  FL  33435,  or 
call  (407)  732-3435  M-F. 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY,  THE  DIVINITY 
School:  Homiletics.  Duke  Divinity  School  seeks 

MANAGER  FOR  CETA  CANYON  Methodist 
Camp,  Happy,  TX.  NWTX  camp  and  retreat 
center.  Major  responsibilities:  capital  fund  rais¬ 
ing  and  managing  facility.  Development  and 
camping  ministry  background  preferred.  Sub¬ 
mit  letter  of  interest,  resume,  and  references  to: 
Louise  Schock,  1415  Ave.  M.  Lubbock,  TX 
79401.  Application  deadline  July  10. 

be  effective  September  1994.  It  may  be  either 
tenure-track  or  tenured;  rank  and  salary  will  be 
set  according  to  qualifications  and  experience. 
Experience  in  ministry,  a  graduate  theological 
degree,  and  a  Ph.  D.  in  an  appropriate  field  are 
requisite.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  candi¬ 
dates  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Nominations 
and  applications  should  be  sent  by  October  1, 
1993  to:  Mrs.  Clara  Godwin,  Office  of  the 
Dean,  The  Divinity  School,  Box  90968,  Duke 
University,  Durham,  NC  27708-0968.  Consid¬ 
eration  of  recent  recipients  of  a  doctorate  will 
be  aided  if  the  submitted  materials  include  an 
official  transcript  for  the  highest  degree  held 
and  three  letters  of  reference.  Duke  University 

DISCIPLE  BIBLE  STUDY  materials  for  sale! 
Tape  sets  (4  tapes)  and  Teacher  Helps  are  being 
sold  for  $45.00.  Highland  Park  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX 
75205.  Contact:  Laura  Beagles  at  (214)  521- 
3111.  (Church  enrollment  in  program  will  be 
verified  with  national  office). 

PRIVATE  UNITED  METHODIST  K-12 
school  seeks  Director  of  Church  Relations  (re- 
advertised  position).  Substantial  travel  and 
field  work  required.  Must  possess  strong  writ¬ 
ing  and  speaking  skills,  be  able  to  market,  orga¬ 
nize,  and  implement  a  multi-faceted  church 
development  program,  and  have  a  strong 
church  relationship.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience  and  education  in  low  $30,000.  Ap¬ 
plication  deadline  is  June  30th.  Superinten¬ 
dent,  McCurdy  School,  P.O.  Box  127, 
Espanola,  NM  87532-0127. 

is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
employer. 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  A  part-time  po¬ 
sition.  First  UMC,  Clermont.  Church  of  800  + 
members  in  central  Florida  (near  Orlando). 
Contact:  Gerald  VanDyken,  Box  120488,  Cler¬ 
mont,  FL  34712-0488. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and 
Young  Families.  Experienced  self  starter  with 
abundant  enthusiasm:  Minister  to:  Jr.  High,  Sr. 
High,  college  and  young  families,  committed 
congregation  and  senior  pastor  support  guaran- 
teed.  Resume  to:  Bill  Fraker,  P.O.  Box  1125, 
Tavares,  FL  32778. 

MUSIC  LEADERSHIP  SEARCH.  Scottsdale 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  profession- 
ally  trained  pcrson(s)  to  provide  musical  leader¬ 
ship  for  congregational  worship,  organ,  adult 
and  youth  choirs,  and  handbells.  Key  emphasis: 
Congregational  worship  and  developmental 
skills  working  with  children  through  adults.  Sal- 
ary  negotiable — part-time,  full-time.  To  apply 
send  resume  (including  musical  education 
background,  job  experience,  and  references)  to: 
Reverend  Dan  Turner,  Scottsdale  United  Meth- 

FRANK  JONES,  BIBLE  PREACHER/Teacher, 
available  for  Bible  teaching  missions,  preaching 
missions,  other  events.  2210  Maplewood  Drive. 
Conway.  AR  72032,  (501)  450-7988.  j 

STRESS?  12  PASTORS  SOLVE  YOUR  stress 
problems  in  unique  book  “Overcoming  Stress." 
Mail  $1 1.00  to:  Welstar  Publications,  P.O.  Box 
85,  New  York.  NY  10033. 

odist  Church,  4140  North  Miller  Road,  Scotts¬ 
dale.  AZ  85251. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

ORGANIST/ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR:  Pulas¬ 
ki  Heights  UMC  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  an- 

cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

nounces  an  opening  for  a  full-time  organist/ 
music  associate.  Primary  responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  directing  both  choral  and  handbell 
groups.  Excellent  salary  and  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  John  Yarrington,  P.O.  Box 
250768,  Little  Rock.  AR  72225  or  call  (501) 
664-3600. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Wayncsville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

ORGANIST/PIANIST.  OPENING  FOR  expe¬ 
rienced  church  musician  for  evangelical  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Varied  musical  styles  including 
gospel,  contemporary,  traditional.  Two  Sunday 
morning  services;  Wednesday  choir  rehearsal. 
Pleasant  Mound  United  Methodist  Church 
(214)381-2131. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  POSITION:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Champaign.  IL.  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois  community  (organ  department 
head:  Michael  Farris).  48-1/2  rank  Casavant. 
Starting  date,  September  15,  1993.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Call  (217)  356-9078  or  write:  Jim  Till,  210 
W.  Church  Street.  Champaign,  IL  6 1 820. 
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Commitment  to  religion  down  last  year 


By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP  JR. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 

Religious  belief  and  practice  dropped  slightly 
last  year  by  one  important  benchmark:  an  index 
devised  by  the  Princeton  Religion  Research 
Center. 

The  index  is  an  ongoing  measure  of  eight  key 
beliefs  and  practices  of  the  American  public  (see 
illustration  at  right). 

By  examining  factors  like  belief  in  God;  con¬ 
fidence  in  religion,  church  and  clergy;  and 
church  membership  levels,  an  overall  picture 
emerges. 

On  the  index,  a  perfect  score  would  be  1,000, 
an  obviously  unattainable  goal  requiring  total 
commitment  to  God  and  church  by  every 
American. 

Index  dropped  slightly 

Currently  the  index  stands  at  653,  a  measure¬ 
ment  obtained  last  year.  That  represented  a 
slight  drop  from  1991,  when  religion  demon¬ 
strated  renewed  strength  after  a  slow  downward 
trend  through  the  1980s. 

The  index  bottomed  out  at  650  in  1988,  down 
from  681  in  1980,  and  stayed  low  for  two  years 
before  rising  to  656  in  1991. 

The  highs  in  1980  and  1991  still  represent  a 
significant  overall  decline  in  religion  from  the 
peak  years  in  the  1950s. 

In  1952  the  index  stood  at  748,  a  rise  from 
731  in  1942.  But  a  continual  decline  followed. 
By  1962,  the  index  had  dropped  to  738;  by  1972 
it  had  dropped  again,  to  690,  and  by  1982  it  was 
at  672. 

Clearly  the  social  upheavals  of  the  1960s  and 
1970s  had  taken  their  toll  on  many  institutions, 
including  religion. 

Then  during  the  1980s,  scandals  involving  te¬ 
levangelists,  especially  Jim  Bakker  and  Jimmy 


'Catch  the 
Spirit'  looks 
at  the  dying 

From  staff  and  news  reports 

During  the  week  of  July  4, 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  weekly  tele¬ 
vision  show  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  will  present  an  episode 
on  “Death  and  Dying." 

The  episode  reveals  a  variety  of 
personal  experiences  with  death. 

Three  United  Methodist  pastors 
share  their  experiences  with  termi¬ 
nally  ill  patients  and  with  those  who 
are  grieving  after  the  death  of  a 
loved  one. 

The  Rev.  William  Smith,  pastor 
of  Scotts  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  regu¬ 
larly  visits  the  terminallly  ill  in  hos¬ 
pitals  around  Nashville. 

Mr.  Smith  says  his  ministry  of 
helping  others  deal  with  death  gives 
him  a  personal  sense  of  satisfaction 
amd  strength. 

The  Rev.  Edward  J.  Holland, 
hospice  coordinator  and  chaplain  at 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Minneapolis, 
tells  “Catch  the  Spirit”  that  he  con¬ 
siders  his  task  of  working  with  those 
who  are  dying  “a  privilege.” 

The  Rev.  Marlene  Walters,  pastor 
of  Mount  Lebanon  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Wilmington,  Del., 
shares  insights  she  has  gained  from 
her  years  of  counseling  those  who 
are  struggling  with  the  pain  of  loss. 

“Near-death"  experiences  are 
also  examined.  This  phenomenon, 
in  which  a  person  apparently  dies 
only  to  revive  and  describe  what 
happened  to  him  or  her,  has  gained 
considerable  national  attention  in 
the  past  few  years. 


Swaggart,  had  a  negative  effect. 

Majority  showed  confidence 

Two-thirds  of  the  populace  (66  percent)  ex¬ 
pressed  confidence  in  “organized  religion”  in 
1985  compared  to  a  slight  majority  (52  percent) 
in  1989. 

Other  factors  contributing  to  a  decline  cer¬ 
tainly  would  include  conflicts  between  laity  and 
clergy  and  sexual  scandals  involving  clergy  of 
many  denominations. 

But  in  1992,  confidence  was  on  the  way  up, 
with  55  percent  giving  organized  religion  a 
thumbs-up. 

Here’s  how  other  components  of  the  index 
fared. 

✓  Belief  in  God  or  a  universal  spirit  has  re¬ 
mained  very  high  over  the  past  five  decades, 
with  believers  ranging  from  94  to  99  percent  of 
the  population. 

S  Also  consistently  high  since  1947  is  a  pref¬ 
erence  for  a  religious  denomination,  one  obvi¬ 
ously  expressed  even  by  those  with  little 
confidence  in  organized  religion.  People  citing  a 
preference  has  remained  at  90  percent  over  four 
and  a  half  decades,  except  in  1989,  when  the  fig¬ 
ure  dropped  to  89  percent. 

/  Americans’  opinion  about  the  relevance  of 
religion  or  its  ability  to  provide  answers  for  cur¬ 
rent  problems  has  shown  wide  swings.  In  1957, 
a  large  majority  (81  percent)  gave  their  approv¬ 
al,  compared  to  a  bare  majority  (56  percent)  in 
1984.  In  1992,  that  figure  rose  to  60  percent. 

✓  Assessments  of  clergy,  their  honesty  and 
ethics,  have  suffered  as  well,  dropping  from  67 
percent  who  felt  positively  in  1985  to  55  per¬ 
cent  in  1989. 

✓  A  majority  of  Americans  (58  percent)  have 
ranked  religion  as  very  important  in  their  lives 
during  the  past  decade.  But  people  of  that  mind 
have  declined  considerably  since  the  high  mark 


Decline  in  Religious  Index 

Religiousness  in  America  appears  to  have  dropped  steadily  in 
the  past  tour  decades.  The  benchmark,  known  as  the  Princeton 
Religion  Research  Center  Index,  is  an  on-going  measurement 
ol  eight  key  religious  beliefs  and  practices  ot  the  American 
public.  By  comparing  the  the  different  components,  an  overall 
picture  can  be  obtained.  A  perfect  score  would  be  1000 

Princeton  Religious  Research  Center  Index 


Components  of  the  index 


l  Belief  In  God  t 
or  a  universal  spirit 
i  Religious  presence 

I  Confidence  in 
"organized  religion" 

I  Relevance  ol  religion 


l  Rate  religion  as  "very 
Important" 

i  Confidence  In  clergy 
l  Church  or  synagogue 
mambershlp 
I  Church  or  synagogue 
attendance 


in  Ihe  early  1950s,  when  three  out  of  four  (75 
percent)  said  religion  was  very  important. 

40  percent  attendance 

/  Church  attendance  over  the  past  decade 
has  fluctuated  only  slightly,  with  about  40  per¬ 
cent  reporting  that  they  had  attended  church  or 
synagogue  in  the  week  preceding  the  interview. 

The  recent  findings  are  based  on  up  to  14,000 
interviews  with  men  and  women  18  and  older. 
For  findings  based  on  samples  of  this  size,  it  is 
95  percent  certain  that  the  error  is  no  more  than 
1  percentage  point  in  either  direction. 


Christianity  is  in  the  stones 


PHOTO  BY  IOHN  |.  DUNNE 


ARDMORE,  Ireland — The  stones  in  these  ruins,  some  of  which  have  stood  for  more  than  1,000  years, 
are  a  testament  to  early  Christian  tenacity  in  Ireland.  The  12th  century  round  tower  at  the  right,  95 
feet  in  height  and  15  feet  in  diameter  at  its  base,  sheltered  monks  and  their  treasures  from  maraud¬ 
ing  Vikings.  The  entrance  is  above  ground  level.  Monks  climbed  in  by  a  ladder,  then  pulled  the  lad¬ 
der  into  the  tower  after  them. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  new  book  by 
the  editor  of  the  1989  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal  chronicles  the  1985- 
88  hymnal  revision  process,  from 
the  churchwide  bout  over  “Onward, 
Christian  Soldiers,”  to  the  media 
blitz  about  gender-inclusive  names 
for  God. 

In  “Companion  to  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal”  ($39.95  Abing¬ 
don),  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young, 
church  musician  and  educator  and 
editor  of  both  the  1966  and  1989 
hymnals,  charts  the  history  of  church 
music  and  liturgy  from  the  1 1th  cen¬ 
tury  to  songs  echoing  20th  century 
feminist  theology. 

The  book  also  contains  editors’ 
notes  on  the  texts  and  tunes  of  every 
hymn,  canticle  and  prayer  in  the  new 
hymnal. 

Other  climates  charted 

Unlike  companions  for  previous 
hymnals,  which  offer  only  brief  his¬ 
torical  notes  and  author  biographies, 
Dr.  Young’s  “Companion”  charts  the 
political  and  theological  climate  that 
surrounded  work  on  the  1989  United 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

The  centerpiece  of  the  book  is  a 
chronological  memoir  of  the  tem¬ 
pestuous  1985-88  revision  of  the 
book  of  hymns  and  liturgy  for  the 
8.5-million  member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

That  revision  process  received 
unprecedented  national  media  cov¬ 
erage  and  response  from  grass-roots 
United  Methodists,  largely  because 
of  the  25-member  revision  panel’s 
attempts  to  “clean  up"  perceived 
sexist,  racist  and  militaristic  lan¬ 
guage  in  traditional  church  hymns. 

In  1986,  for  instance,  the  work  of 
the  hymnal  revision  office  ground 
to  a  halt  after  more  than  1 1 ,000  let¬ 
ters  and  thousands  of  phone  calls 
were  logged  in  protest  to  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  decision  to  delete  “On¬ 
ward,  Christian  Soldiers"  from  the 
new  hymnal. 

The  favorite  had  been  cut  be¬ 
cause  some  committee  members 
felt  that  the  hymn  seemed  to  cele¬ 
brate  nationalism,  militarism  and  a 
theologically  unsound  “warrior 
Christ.” 


The  centerpiece  of  the 
book  is  a  chronological 
memoir  of  the 
tempestuous  1985-88 
revision  of  the  book  of 
hymns  and  liturgy. 

The  committee,  however,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  outcry  from  rank-and- 
file  pastors  and  lay  people,  restored 
the  hymn  to  the  book. 

“Companion”  also  recalls  the  re¬ 
vision-generated  debate  over  tradi¬ 
tionally  masculine  names  for  God 
in  hymns  and  attempts  to  explore 
God’s  “feminine  nature.” 

Most  traditional  hymns  remained 
unchanged,  but  the  committee  did 
include  some  hymns  and  worship 
aids  that  refer  to  biblical  images  of 
God  as  "like  a  mother.” 

Dr.  Young  calls  his  994-page 
“Companion"  his  effort  to  combine 
“history,  theological  and  praxis.”  He 
said  he  wrote  the  book  for  clergy, 
educators,  church  musicians  and  lay 
people  to  give  them  a  fuller  under¬ 
standing  of  the  roots  of  church  mu¬ 
sic,  the  history  of  hymns  and  the 
contemporary  role  of  church  music. 

Reviews  EUB  hymnody 

Dr.  Young  said  his  book  is  un¬ 
precedented  in  United  Methodist 
circles  for  its  review  of  hymnody  in 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church,  which  joined  with  The 
Methodist  Church  in  1968  to  form 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  1 989  book  was  the  first  hym¬ 
nal  to  reflect  fully  the  EUB  tradi¬ 
tions,  said  Dr.  Young,  who  admits 
that  the  previous  (1968)  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Hymns  was  mere¬ 
ly  the  former  Methodist  hymnbook 
renamed,  rather  than  a  true  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  history  of  both  EUB  and 
Methodist  traditions. 

Although  Dr.  Young  calls  the 
1989  hymnal  a  “watershed”  in 
church  worship,  he  predicts  that  fu¬ 
ture  generations  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  will  look  back  on  it  as  “less 
cutting  edge  than  it  could  have 
been"  in  terms  of  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  and  new  theological  takes  on 
the  nature  of  Christ. 


Pastor  needed  hymn  for 
close  of  church  service 


God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again! 
By  his  counsels  guide,  uphold  you. 
With  his  sheep  securely  fold  you; 

God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again! 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

The  farewell  remark  “goodbye,” 
so  much  a  part  of  our  daily  conver- 
sation,  is  a  contraction  of  the 
phrase  "God  be  with  you.” 

In  1 880  Jeremiah  E.  Rankin  was 
the  pastor  of  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  in  Washington,  D.C. 

People  thronged  to  his  church  on 
Sundays  to  hear  his  preaching,  to 
experience  the  warm,  friendly  spirit 
of  the  congregation  and  join  in  the 
hearty  congregational  singing. 

Rankin  wrote  the  hymn  to  con¬ 
clude  the  church  services  and  re¬ 
quested  two  friends,  one  well 
known  and  the  other  quite  un¬ 
known,  to  compose  suitable  music 
for  it.  Unexpectedly,  the  unknown 
composer  wrote  the  better  tune. 

He  was  William  G.  Tomer,  a  gov¬ 
ernment  employee  in  Washington. 
He  also  served  as  a  part-time  music 
director  for  the  Grace  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  there. 

Rankin,  ordained  to  the  Congre- 


History 
of  Hymns 


gational  ministry  in  1855,  served 
prominent  churches  in  New  York, 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  After 
15  years  in  Washington,  D.C.,  he 
was  elected  president  of  Howard 
University. 

Though  first  sung  only  in  Ran¬ 
kin’s  church,  the  hymn  was  soon  be¬ 
ing  used  by  other  churches  and 
groups  as  knowledge  of  it  spread  by 
word  of  mouth.  In  a  short  time  the 
hymn  was  being  sung  in  summer  as¬ 
semblies,  camp  meetings  and  evan¬ 
gelistic  crusades. 

In  a  few  years  the  hymn  became 
known  in  England. 

Ralph  Vaughan  Williams,  not 
happy  with  Tomer’s  musical  set¬ 
ting,  made  one  of  his  own  which  he 
called  “Randolph.”  Some  hymnals 
wisely  include  both  tunes. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  Say,  Can  You  See  by  the  Dawn's 
Early  Light" 


Retired  seminary  prof  heading  for  the  hills  No„ Proselytlz,nSjn  Greece 


EMORY  UNIVERSITY  PHOTO 

Dr.  Fred  Craddock  is  leaving 
Candler  School  of  Theology  for 
rural  north  Georgia. 


By  ELAINE  JUSTICE 

Don’t  look  for  Fred  Craddock  to 
be  much  in  evidence  in  the  hustle 
and  bustle  of  large  urban  churches 
anymore. 

Dr.  Craddock,  who  retired  re¬ 
cently  as  the  Bandy  Distinguished 
Professor  of  Preaching  and  New 
Testament  from  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Candler  School  of  Theology,  is 
heading  for  rural  north  Georgia  for 
the  next  phase  of  his  life  and  career. 

Dr.  Craddock  and  his  wife  will 
make  their  permanent  home  near 
Blue  Ridge,  Ga.,  where  he  plans  to 
begin  working  with  small,  rural  con¬ 
gregations  in  southern  Appalachia. 

“Some  people  would  say  I’m  re¬ 
turning  to  my  roots,”  says  Dr. 
Craddock.  In  a  way,  he  is. 

Bom  in  Humbolt,  Tenn.,  Dr. 
Craddock  spent  his  early  career  as  a 
home  missionary  for  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ).  As  a 
single  young  man,  or  “boy  preach¬ 
er"  as  he  calls  himself,  he  served  in 
rural  areas  of  eastern  Tennessee, 


"Most  large  churches 
and  schools  have  plenty 
of  resources  to  call 
upon.  The  rural  poor 
don't  even  know  anyone 
to  invite  ..." 

— Fred  Craddock 

eastern  Kentucky  and  southern 
West  Virginia  before  obtaining  a 
seminary  degree  and,  ultimately,  a 
Ph.D.  in  1965. 

Now  that  he  is  returning  to  the  re¬ 
gion,  Dr.  Craddock  feels  the  need  to 
give  priority  to  those  congregations. 

He  envisions  serving  as  a  guest 
preacher  or  teacher  for  rural 
churches  or  perhaps  organizing 
workshops  for  ministers  who  may 
not  have  had  the  experience  of  a 
seminary  education. 

“Most  large  churches  and  schools 
have  plenty  of  resources  to  call 
upon,”  he  says.  “The  rural  poor 
don’t  even  know  anyone  to  invite. 


nor  do  they  have  the  means  to  in¬ 
vite  someone  in  to  help  them.” 

He  also  is  discussing  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  doing  a  30-minute  weekly  seg¬ 
ment  on  a  radio  station  in  the  area, 
"talking  about  God,  family,  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  church  and  religion." 

Dr.  Craddock  stresses  that  his 
plans  are  not  grandiose. 

“1  don’t  wish  to  start  an  institute, 
school  or  mini-seminary,”  he  says. 
“I’m  just  offering  myself  as  an  indi¬ 
vidual  to  these  communities  as  I 
have  time  and  strength  to  give.” 

As  Dr.  Craddock  reorients  his 
time,  he  also  has  adjusted  to  physi¬ 
cal  demands  of  recovering  from  a 
recent  bout  with  Guillain-Barre 
syndrome,  which  left  him  hospital¬ 
ized  for  several  months  before  his 
official  retirement. 

But  his  strength  is  returning,  and 
although  the  leap  from  urban  semi¬ 
nary  scholar  to  rural  teacher/adviser 
might  seem  large,  Dr.  Craddock  says 
he  is  “already  there  mentally.” 

f laine  lustice  is  on  the  news  ser¬ 
vice  staff  at  Emory  University. 


By  JULIA  DUIN 

Religious  News  Service 

THESSALONICA,  Greece — The 
Greek  government  ban  on  prosely¬ 
tizing  is  so  strict  that  it  includes 
talking  openly  about  one’s  religion 
on  the  streets. 

Between  1983  and  1992,  authori¬ 
ties  arrested  2,000  people  for  violat¬ 
ing  the  law. 

Of  those,  400  were  convicted,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Human  Rights  Without 
Frontiers,  an  organization  based  in 
Belgium. 

Most  of  the  arrests  involved  Je¬ 
hovah’s  Witnesses,  who  are  under 
the  most  duress  in  Greece  because 
of  their  refusal  to  serve  in  the  Greek 
military.  Greece  has  no  form  of  al¬ 
ternative  service  for  conscientious 
objectors. 

Greece  also  includes  religious  af¬ 
filiation  on  European  Community 
identification  cards,  the  only  Euro¬ 
pean  Community  nation  to  make 
such  a  requirement. 

Recently,  the  European  Court  on 
Human  Rights  in  Strasbourg, 
France,  reversed  a  Greek  court  rul- 


Between  1983  and 
1992,  authorities 
arrested  2,000  people  for 
violating  the  law. 

ing  that  sentenced  an  80-year-old 
Jehovah’s  Witness,  Minos  Kokkina- 
kis,  to  four  months  in  prison  for  il¬ 
legal  proselytizing. 

Rejecting  the  argument  that  Mr. 
Kokkinakis  had  used  pressure  tac¬ 
tics  to  convert  people,  the  Stras¬ 
bourg  court  ordered  the  Greek 
government  to  pay  him  $14,000  in 
court  costs  and  damages. 

Evangelical  and  charismatic 
groups  from  the  West  say  they  are 
especially  suspect.  The  charismati- 
cally  oriented  Trinity  Broadcasting 
Network,  based  in  Santa  Ana, 
Calif.,  has  struggled  to  maintain  its 
three  stations  in  Greece. 

Nine  years  ago,  three  missionar¬ 
ies  affiliated  with  Youth  With  a 
Mission  were  involved  in  a  much- 
publicized  trial  in  Athens  on 
charges  of  proselytizing.  The  three 
were  eventually  acquitted. 
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Braces  for  the  new  building. 


A  $750.00  anonymous  donation  made  the  new  building  possible. 
It  has  been  completed  and  dedicated. 

Now  we  need  help  with  the  Pastoral  Care  Fund. 


Inside  the  chapel. 


The  new  steeple. 


A  little  manpower  helps  the  machine. 


Weather  delays  construction. 


The  walls  come  tumbling  down. 


The  steeple  rests. 


Pastoral  Care  Center  (right)  and  Chapel  (left). 


&HE  PASTORAL  CARE  AND  STUDY  CENTER 
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THE  REV.  HARRY  E.  EZELL  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 
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The  spiritual  lives  of  the  children  in  our  care  are  extremely  important. 


There  are  times  that  the  regular  budget  is  not  able  to  provide  funds  for  special  events, 
materials,  or  opportunities  that  would  contribute  to  their  growth  as  young  Christians. 

Money  donated  to  the  Pastoral  Care  Fund  will  be  placed  in  the  permanent  endowment 
fund  of  our  institution. 

The  income  from  these  investments  will  be  used  exclusively  for  the  Christian  education 
and  spiritual  growth  of  children  and  youth  in  our  care  for  generations  to  come. 

"Jesus  said,  Let  the  children  come  to  me.  and  do  not  hinder  them:  for  to  such  belongs  the 
kingdom  of  heaven." 

Matthew  19:14 
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_„rd  Annual  Conference:  A  family  reunion 


What 
a  great 
Conference! 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


The  words  came  from  many  persons  —  youth  delegates,  laity,  cler¬ 
gy,  first-time  and  long-time  delegates:  “This  was  one  of  the  best  con¬ 
ferences  we  have  ever  had!”  I  concur.  Leonard  Sweet’s  preaching  was 
powerful,  Bishop  Handy’s  ordination  sermon  was  most  inspiring,  the 
reports  exciting  and  there  was  unity  in  spirit  throughout  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  While  controversial  items  were  debated,  even  the  debate  was 
done  in  an  environment  of  mutual  respect. 


I  especially  want  to  thank  the  Council  on  Ministries  for  their  re¬ 
porting  format  (the  Ministries  Fair).  The  Hurricane  Andrew  report 
made  an  impact  on  everyone.  What  a  joy  it  was  to  have  Dr.  Randy 
Nugent,  general  secretary  of  our  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  Ken  Lutgen,  director  of  UMCOR,  speak  at  our  Conference.  The 
Russian  Report  left  few  dry  eyes  in  the  house.  To  actually  follow  via 
video  tape  the  gathering  of  food  in  Louisiana  to  its  distribution  in 
Ekaterinburg  made  an  impact  on  us  all.  VISION  2000,  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  and  especially  the  tremendous  report  on  the  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  Campaign  left  us  breathless.  One  leader  said  the  Ordination 
Service  was  the  most  inspiring  in  his  memory. 

As  I  said  as  I  concluded  my  State-of-the-Church  Address: 

Marilyn  and  I  continue  to  find  meaning  in  ministry  with  the 
pilgrim  people  of  Louisiana  Methodism  as  we  walk  together  on 
a  remarkable  journey  of  faith  and  faithfulness. 


Dr.  Leonard  I.  Sweet,  president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
used  a  live  bird,  Jocko,  and  a  lily  to  make  his  points  about  the  bibli¬ 
cal  text,  "Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field  .  .  .  the  birds  of  the  air  .  .  .  " 
as  he  discussed  the  "experimental"  which  is  scientific  knowledge 
and  the  "experiential"  which  is  faith,  both  of  which  are  essential  to 
Christian  life. 


UMW  and  UMM  present  awards 

United  Methodist  Women  and 
United  Methodist  Men  each  hon¬ 
ored 


John  Davis  Jr.,  a  member  of 
Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans,  was 
honored  as  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Layman  of  the  Year  and  pre¬ 
sented  with  the  Charles  Goodgame 
Award. 

Ron  Sarver,  Conference  UMM 
president,  presented  Davis  with  a 
certificate.  He  announced  that  Da¬ 
vis’  name  also  will  be  added  to  a 
plaque  that  hangs  in  Uskichitto  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  LeBlanc,  La.  Sarver 
said,  “There  are  many  leading  lay¬ 
men  who  are  frequently  before  us 
that  we  could  have  honored,  but  we 
decided  to  honor  a  man  who  works 
hard  and  rarely  receives  recognition 
in  the  Conference  for  his  dedication 
to  the  church 
and  the  UMM.” 

Davis  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  a  New 
Orleans  UMM 
unit  that  in¬ 
cludes  men  from 
several  churches 
and  has  served  in 
that  capacity  for 
a  number  of 
years.  He  has 
been  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  getting 
members  to  at¬ 
tend  connection- 
al  meetings  such 
as  the  Sixth  In¬ 
ternational  Con¬ 
gress  of  UMM 
being  held  at 
Purdue  Univer¬ 
sity  July  16-18. 

Davis  also  is 
active  in  his 
home  church 
where  he  serves 
on  the  Administrative  Board  and  in 
other  capacities. 

Sarah  Schoeffier,  who  has  volun¬ 
teered  so  much  of  her  time  as  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  disaster  relief  in 
Louisiana,  was  honored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women. 

A  $100  gift  to  missions  was  do¬ 
nated  in  Schoeffier’s  name  and  she 
was  presented  with  a  special  recog¬ 
nition  pin  and  certificate. 

Norma  Winegeart,  Conference 
UMW  president,  and  Seola  Calla¬ 
han,  secretary,  made  the  presenta¬ 
tion. 

A  film  on  storm  relief  shown  at 
Conference  featured  Schoeffier  and 
others  who  have  helped  and  contin¬ 
ue  to  volunteer  to  aid  storm  victims 
as  they  restore  their  homes  and 
their  lives. 

Schoeffier  also  received  the  So¬ 
journer  Truth  Award  presented  by 


John  Davis  )r.,  LEFT,  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  receives  an  award  as  Lay¬ 
man  of  the  Year  presented  by 
Ron  Sarver,  president  of  the 
Conference  United  Methodist 
Men. 


the  Conference  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

A  member  of  First  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette,  she  has  continued  her  ac¬ 
tive  participation  in  her  local 
church  even  while  serving  the  disas¬ 
ter  relief  that  continues  to  bring  vol¬ 
unteers  to  Louisiana  from  all  over 
the  United  States. 

Alfalfa  doesn't  stock 
these  super  new  videos 
but  district  offices  do 

Some  audio-visuals  from  the  '93 
Annual  Conference  are  available  at 
the  offices  of  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendents. 

The  videos  are  about  Hurricane 
Disaster  Relief,  VISION  2000,  Rus¬ 
sia  and  Africa  University. 

Contact  the  district  offices  to  re¬ 
serve  the  audio-visuals  for  a  partic¬ 
ular  time. 


Norma  Winegeart,  LEFT,  Conference  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  and  Seola  Callahan, 
RIGHT,  Conference  secretary,  give  special  recog¬ 
nition  to  Sara  Schoeffier,  lay  woman,  for  her  vol¬ 
unteer  disaster  relief  work. 


The  energetic  dancing  of  Euricka 
Lowe  and  the  music  and  singing 
by  classmates  in  the  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  Choir  combined  for  a 
versatile  program.  Here  they 
perform  a  lively  spiritual  "Shut 
De'Do,"  (don't  let  the  devil  in). 


The  Rev.  Gary  D.  Willis,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor.  First  UMC,  Slidell, 
and  wife,  Amy,  hear  the  ministe¬ 
rial  appointments  read  for  North 
Shore  District  at  the  final  '93 
Conference  session.  He  was  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Slidell  church. 


Teen  participants  in  Annual 
Conference  included  Sara  Mar- 
silas  and  Brian  Mercer  shown  as 
they  take  a  recess  from  the  ses¬ 
sions.  UMYF  was  well  represent¬ 
ed  in  all  phases  of  Conference. 


Our  representatives  in  Hawaii 
came  home  to  Louisiana  to  say 
"aloha."  The  Rev.  John  G.  Whit¬ 
ley,  shown  with  his  wife,  Sylvia, 
is  a  chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force  stationed  in  Honolulu. 


Driving  up  from  Alexandria 
were  Verlous  French,  a  lay 
member,  and  his  wife,  Lena. 
They  are  pictured  here  in  Cente¬ 
nary  Cafeteria  at  the  Laity 
Breakfast  which  attracted  a 
large  gathering  to  hear  a  talk  by 
Dr.  Tom  Matheny. 


The  Rev.  Linn  Caraway,  left,  as¬ 
sistant  dean  for  Admissions  & 
Community  Life  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  SMU,  vis¬ 
ited  with  the  Rev.  Debra  K. 
Brazzel,  assistant  dean  of  cha¬ 
pel/director,  Religious  Life  at 
Duke  University  in  Durham, 
N.C. 


Thanks  from  Center  president 

Dear  Friends, 

I  am  so  grateful  to  everyone  in  the  Conference  for  the  great  support  given  to 
the  Conference  Center.  Our  report  of  success  at  Conference  was  one  of  the  high 
moments  of  my  life.  To  learn  of  many  other  gifts  since  that  report  makes  it  all 
the  better. 

I  am  most  grateful  to  Bishop  Oden  and  members  of  the  Cabinet  as  well  as  the 
Fund  Drive  Committee  and  Ward,  Dreshman  &  Reinhardt  Inc.  for  their  wonder¬ 
ful  work. 

Particular  recognition  needs  to  go  to  Harvey  Williamson,  our  project  director, 
for  all  the  work  he  has  done. 

This  is  a  project  that  is  probably  closer  to  my  heart  than  anything  that  I  have 
ever  been  involved  in.  The  success  of  the  fund  drive  was  the  result  of  a  team  ef¬ 
fort  and  I  am  most  grateful  to  everyone. 

Sincerely, 

Tom  Matheny,  President 
Conference  Center  Board 
of  Trustees 


Monroe  District  in  action 


The  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  LEFT,  and  Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Monroe  District,  with  the  vehicle  to  be  outfitted  for  use 
as  an  ambulance  in  Mozambique. 


The  walls  of  a  new  building  at  St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe,  are  going  up. 
Lay  persons  from  six  churches  have  helped  with  construction  and 
eight  UMW  units  have  cooked  meals  for  the  builders. 


District  engages  in  mission 
from  Monroe  to  Mozambique 


Monroe  District,  whose  superin¬ 
tendent  is  Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland, 
is  engaged  in  mission  that  includes 
work  close  to  home  in  the  district 
and  as  far  away  as  Mozambique  in 
South  Africa. 

A  1987  Toyota  Land  Cruiser, 
originally  driven  in  the  snow-cov¬ 
ered  mountains  of  Colorado,  is  be¬ 
ing  converted  into  an  ambulance 
for  use  in  Mozambique. 

The  Monroe  District  project  be¬ 
gan  when  Dr.  John  Cooksey,  an 
ophthalmologist  and  member  of  St. 
Paul  UMC.  Monroe,  informed  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries  of 
the  need  for  the  vehicle.  Cooksey 
has  assisted  with  and  performed 
surgery  in  a  clinic  in  Mozambique. 

He  mentioned  that  a  make-shift 
vehicle  used  as  an  ambulance  by  the 
African  clinic  was  worn  out.  He 
said  it  needed  to  be  replaced  with  a 
rugged,  off-road  vehicle  for  which 
replacement  parts  would  be  avail¬ 
able  in  the  remote  areas  in  which  it 
would  be  used. 

Search  for  vehicle 

It  was  decided  that  the  Land 
Cruiser  would  be  the  appropriate 
choice  but  no  vehicle  of  that  type 
was  available  in  the  Monroe  area. 

Contact  was  made  with  an  attor¬ 
ney  in  Colorado  and  a  vehicle  was 
located.  The  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  dis¬ 
trict  chair  for  Global  Ministries, 
went  to  Colorado  to  drive  the  vehi¬ 
cle  to  Monroe. 

In  Monroe,  the  Land  Cruiser  was 
being  outfitted  for  use  as  an  ambu¬ 
lance  and  readied  for  shipment  to 
Mozambique. 

The  Monroe  District  project  — 
the  vehicle  purchase  plus  the  outfit¬ 
ting  and  shipping  charges  —  will  to¬ 
tal  between  $18,000  and  $20,000. 
Some  of  the  labor  was  being  donat¬ 
ed. 

Project  at  St.Paul 

Woodland  was  also  pleased  with 
the  joint  effort  of  churches  through¬ 
out  the  city  of  Monroe  who  com¬ 
bined  to  assist  in  building  an 
addition  to  St.  Paul  UMC  on  Jack- 
son  Street  in  that  city.  “Lay  persons 
from  six  churches  turned  out  for  a 


number  of  consecutive  Saturdays 
for  this  exciting  building  project,” 
he  said. 

UMW  units  from  eight  churches 
have  committed  themselves  to  pro¬ 
vide  meals  on  Saturdays,  May 
through  July. 

The  building  project  has  been 
funded  by  special  grants  from 
Monroe  District  and  Louisiana 
Conference  boards  of  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  Ethnic  Local 
Church  Fund. 

Over  30  volunteers  have  worked 
on  Saturday  and  during  the  week.  A 
Volunteers  in  Mission  team  has 
committed  to  do  the  interior  work 
in  July.  The  Rev.  Davis  Clark  is 
pastor  of  St.  Paul  UMC. 

New  church 

Announced  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  was  the  report  that  a  new 
church  is  being  established  in 
Monroe  with  the  Rev.  Larry  Martin 
Sr.  as  the  pastor. 

Prior  to  that,  at  a  called  meeting 
of  the  Monroe  District  Conference, 
approval  was  given  to  proceed  in  es¬ 
tablishing  the  new  ethnic  congrega¬ 
tion  in  south  Monroe.  The  project 
is  a  joint  effort  of  the  Conference 
and  District  Boards  of  Church  Ex¬ 
tension. 

Henry  Camp,  chair  of  Monroe 
District  Board  of  Church  Exten¬ 
sion,  and  Woodland,  presented  the 
program  at  the  district  conference. 

Ecumenical  Services 

An  ecumenical  project  in  Monroe 
District  is  designed  to  bring  two 
congregations  closer  together. 

The  Oak  Ridge  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Oak  Ridge  Baptist 
Church  stand  side-by-side  in  the  lit¬ 
tle  village  of  Oak  Ridge,  La. 

On  Sunday,  May  30,  the  two  con¬ 
gregations  held  evening  worship 
and  fellowship  together. 

The  churches  have  decided  that 
they  will  join  together  for  evening 
worship  services  and  fellowship  on 
each  fifth  Sunday  evening.  The 
Rev.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade  is  the  UM 
Oak  Ridge  pastor. 


Working  together  are  Richard  Ballard,  LEFT,  Claiborne  UMC  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  St.  Paul  building  project,  and  Charles  Butler,  chair  of 
trustees  and  building  committee  at  St.  Paul.  Not  pictured  is  Dan 
Varnado  of  Claiborne  UMC,  superintendent  of  construction. 
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Temptations  and  tools 
in  the  information  age 


Imagine  pressing  a  button  and 
printing  a  personalized  daily  news¬ 
paper  in  your  own  home — contain¬ 
ing  only  the  news  that  interests  you. 

Or  picture  yourself  exchanging 
ideas  and  information  with  dozens, 
perhaps  hundreds,  of  Christians 
from  all  parts  of  the  globe  linked 
via  your  personal  computer. 

A  few  years  ago,  such  scenarios 
would  have  seemed  far-fetched.  To¬ 
day  they  are  realities — bold  but  not 
unusual  examples  of  dramatic 
changes  in  the  ways  news  and  ideas 
are  being  disseminated. 

These  changes  pose  both  perils 
and  opportunities  for  Christians, 
including  those  of  us  who  produce 
your  church  newspaper. 

Consider  the  first  example,  your 
own  personalized  newspaper  drawn 
from  any  of  the  interactive  computer 
information  services  now  available. 

As  one  advertisement  phrased  it,  a 
personalized  “news”  paper  “couldn’t 
be  easier.”  Nor,  one  might  add,  could 
it  be  more  ominous:  Such  a  product 
could  feed  one  of  our  time’s  most  in¬ 
sidious  trends,  the  tendency  to  shut 
one’s  self  off  from  others  whose 
views,  economic  status  and  values 
differ  from  one’s  own. 

Any  product  which  has  this  kind  of 
potential  to  reinforce  people’s  inward¬ 
ness  and  alienation  must  be  viewed 
with  skepticism  by  Christians.  We 
mustn't  let  technology’s  wonders  de¬ 
flect  us  from  faithfully  following  Je¬ 
sus’  consistent  example  of  inclusive, 
not  exclusive,  community. 

By  contrast  with  the  first  example, 
one  can  discern  exciting  possibilities 
in  the  proliferation  of  computer  “bul¬ 
letin  boards”  that  put  thousands  of 
people  in  touch  with  one  another 
worldwide  on  a  vast  range  of  topics. 

A  good  example  is  the  recently 
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formed  "Computerized  AIDS  Minis¬ 
try  Network,”  developed  by  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  De¬ 
partment  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Via  the  network,  Christians  engaged 
in  ministry  involving  people  with 
AIDS  are  able  to  exchange  valuable 
ideas  and  spiritual  support. 

Another  example  is  a  regional  ex¬ 
periment  under  way  in  the  church’s 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  where  United  Methodists 
are  exchanging  ideas  on  mission 
and  ministry  via  a  computer  bulle¬ 
tin  board. 

In  short,  just  as  some  expressions 
of  the  ongoing  communications  rev¬ 
olution  have  potential  to  obstruct 
life  in  community,  others  are  reduc¬ 
ing  barriers  to  community — for  ex¬ 
ample,  distance— and  expanding 
the  ways  by  which  Christians  can  be 
“in  connection.” 

As  bearers  of  the  Good  News, 
Christians  dare  not  be  oblivious  to 
these  communications  developments 
and  their  potential  both  to  thwart 
and  to  promote  our  perspective. 

We  at  the  Reporter  are  following 
them  closely.  Among  other  things, 
we’re  asking  ourselves  how,  in  light 
of  the  communications  revolution, 
we  might  more  effectively  fulfill  our 
mission  as  a  provider  of  religious 
news,  information  and  analysis.  We 
welcome  your  suggestions. 

Likewise,  we  urge  your  congrega¬ 
tion  to  ponder  how  you  might  more 
effectively  employ  our  era’s  commu¬ 
nications  marvels  to  tell  the  Good 
News.  If  you’re  already  engaged  in 
some  new  mode  of  communication, 
we  invite  you  to  let  us  know. 


By  living  my  faith  I've  learned . . . 


Recently  the  Reporter  invited 
readers  to  share  insights  they’ve 
gained  from  trying  to  live  out  their 
Christian  faith  in  today’s  world. 
Here  are  excerpts  from  some  re¬ 
sponses: 

Janet  Molter,  49,  Westborough, 
Mass.:  These  are  a  few  lessons  I’ve 
learned: 

■f  Judge  not.  We  are  all  God’s  chil¬ 
dren,  just  trying  to  do  the  best  we  can. 

•f  Forgiveness  of  oneself  is  the 
most  important  step  in  learning  to 
forgive  others. 

v  One  has  to  do  what  one  has  to 
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do — then  embrace  the  outcome. 

Dorothy  Robb  Hagewood,  71, 
Springfield,  Mo.:  I’ve  learned  I  do 
not  have  to  be  right  or  feel  defensive 
and  threatened  when  someone  dif¬ 
fers  with  me,  questions  my  opinion 
or  action.  What  a  relief!  Alternative 
positions  and  solutions  are  possible; 
an  “I  may  be  wrong”  or  a  “You’re 
right”  diffuses  potential  conflict 
and  tension.  .  .  .The  humility  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  makes  sense. 


Lorraine  Godar,  66,  Westmont, 
Ill.:  I’ve  learned  that  by  turning  to 
God  and  trusting  Him,  He  is  always 
there  to  comfort  and  heal  both 
physical  and  emotional  wounds. 

Natalie  Barber,  “senior  citizen  age,” 
Prescott,  Ariz.:  By  trying  to  live  my 
Christian  beliefs,  I’ve  learned: 

/  God  is  love,  the  universe  was 
created  in  love,  and  love  permeates 
all  creation. 

f  Life  is  a  great  gift  from  God.  I 
need  to  live  it  with  praise  and 
thanksgiving  as  my  return  gift  to 
my  Creator. 


Here  I  Stand 

Campus 
ministry 
bears  hope 

By  JAMES  CASWELL 

The  1990s  are  proving  to  be  as 
difficult  for  this  country  as  predict¬ 
ed  .. .  loss  of  direction,  eroding  of 
values,  and  the  “downsizing”  of 
businesses  and  resources  ...  to 
name  only  three. 

If  we  adults  are  feeling  these  ef¬ 
fects,  how  much  more  are  our 
young  people  feeling  the  bleak  fu¬ 
ture  that  continues  to  be  forecast 
for  them? 

Hounded  by  pessimism 

It’s  for  this  reason  that  the  Gos¬ 
pel  message  of  hope  must  be  in  a 
part  of  our  system  of  education.  In 
my  opinion,  in  the  setting  of  higher 
education,  one  of  the  best  ways  to 
make  an  impact  on  young  people 
hounded  by  pessimism  and  bleak¬ 
ness  for  their  future  is  through  the  . 
hopeful  message  delivered  by  the 
United  Methodist  campus  ministry 
throughout  this  country. 

Many  students  today  simply  have 
little  or  no  spiritual  foundation  to 
enable  them  conceptually  to  under¬ 
stand  or  effectively  to  “connect” 
through  the  church  to  God. 

Campus  ministry  is  our  church’s 
tool  for  making  that  connection.  It’s 
a  vital  part  of  our  ministry  that  can 
make  a  difference  in  young  people’s 
lives  on  a  campus.  The  universal 
church,  and  especially  United 
Methodism,  has  an  important  re-  . 
sponsibility  to  support  ministry  in 
higher  education. 

College  years  critical 


Have  we  found  a  prophet  in  this  perceptive  laywoman? 


Diane  Huie  Balay’s  story  on  Bar¬ 
bara  Wendland  (see  UMR,  May  21) 
about  her  “Connections”  newsletter 
inspired  me  to  call  that  “gentle 
woman  from  Texas”  to  get  on  her 
mailing  list. 

The  December  1992  issue  of  Ms. 
Wendland’s  “Connections”  includ- 
|  ed  an  editorial,  “If 
I  were  a  bishop.” 

I  Among  other 
things  she  suggests 
the  ultra-secrecy 
within  the  ap¬ 
pointment  system 

_ 1  breeds  dishonesty 

Barbara  Wendland  and  mistrust 
among  laity  and  clergy.  But  Ms. 
Wendland  admits  that  she  has  nev¬ 
er  met  a  bishop,  so  maybe  she’s 
simplifying  a  highly  complex,  mys¬ 
terious,  sophisticated  process.  She 
further  suggests,  “it’s  still  worth 
thinking  about.” 

The  February  1993  “Connec¬ 
tions”  said  “concealment  and  dis¬ 
honesty  are  especially  inappropriate 
in  the  church,  for  clergy  or  laity.” 
Her  reaction  to  one  clergy  who 
showed  his  feelings  was,  “His  open¬ 
ness  increased  my  confidence  in  the 
church’s  integrity,  revealing  depth, 
substance  and  credibility  that  I 
hadn't  seen  before  in  any  pastor.” 

Ms.  Wendland  says,  “After  45 
years  I’m  wondering  what  the  real 
purpose  of  the  church  is — it  must  be 
more  than  what  I  have  seen.”  She 
even  risks  putting  into  print  the  pos¬ 
sibility  that  God  could  be  nudging 
her  to  revise  long-held  beliefs  and 
make  needed  changes.  Maybe  we’ve 
found  a  prophet  in  Temple,  Texas. 
Bruce  K.  Quinn 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

I  applaud  you 

Thank  you  for  printing  Dr.  Stan¬ 
ley  Hauerwas’  response  to  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “What  does  the  role  of  the 
grace  of  God  play  in  today’s  congre¬ 
gation?,”  (see  UMR,  June  4).  I  ap¬ 
plaud  your  ethical  discretion  in  not 
fully  spelling  out  what  the  professor 
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of  theological  ethics  had  no  qualms 
about  spewing  out. 

The  article’s  headline  stated  that 
Dr.  Hauerwas  said  the  church  needs 
to  leant  discipline  to  recover  spiri¬ 
tuality.  Could  Dr.  Hauerwas  be  se¬ 
rious  when  his  undisciplined  tongue 
continues  to  sound  forth  unspiritual 
phrases  such  as,  “Grace  s-cks!”? 
Rick  Robart 
Lone  Wolf,  Oklahoma 

Deeds  are  grace 

Regarding  Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  sto¬ 
ry  on  the  address  given  by  Dr.  Stan¬ 
ley  Hauerwas  (see  UMR,  June  4): 

I  believe  that  Ephesians  states 
that  the  works  we  do  as  believers 
are  done  because  of  the  ordination 
of  God:  “For  we  are  his  workman¬ 
ship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto 
good  works,  which  God  hath  before 
ordained  that  we  should  walk  in 
them”  (Ephesians  2:10,  KJV). 

Not  only  is  salvation  a  work  of 
God’s  grace  but  the  deeds  we  do  are 
done  because  of  God’s  work  in  our 
lives. 

Thad  H.  Carter 
Marshall,  Texas 

He's  shared 

Unless  things  have  changed  dras¬ 
tically  in  the  nine  months  since  I 
left  Alaska,  Jewel  Lake  Parish  of 
Anchorage  where  the  Rev.  David 
Dobler  is  pastor  is  not  Jewel  Lake 
Parish  Presbyterian  Church.  It  is 
Jewel  Lake  Parish  United  Church. 

So  it  might  be  good  to  print  a  cor¬ 
rection  of  the  Reporter’s  June  1 1 
item  on  Mr.  Dobler’s  election  to  be 
moderator  of  The  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.A.  We  United  Method¬ 
ists  think  we  share  David  with  the 
Presbyterians.  He  votes  at  the  annu¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference  on  everything  except 


general  conference  petitions  and 
elections  of  most  types. 

Lonnie  D.  Brooks 
Houston,  Texas 

Right  on! 

Right  on!  Glenn  H.  Coffey  (see 
UMR,  June  11)  said  that  our 
church  takes  “too  much  of  a  politi¬ 
cal  role  when  a  spiritual  role  is 
more  important”  and  this  “divides 
our  church  and  costs  us  members 
and  finances.” 

The  General  Conference  debates 
and  establishes  church  policies  on 
many  social,  economic  and  political 
issues  each  quadrennium.  During 


the  ensuing  four  years,  the  numer¬ 
ous  church  boards  and  agencies, 
their  bureaucratic  staff  leaders,  and 
a  few  bishops  “take  off’  in  all  direc¬ 
tions  with  public  statements  on 
matters  that  have  not  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  General  Conference. 

A  recent  example  was  the  news 
story  “UM’s  take  health  care  con¬ 
cerns  to  Capitol  Hill”  (see  UMR, 
June  1 1).  The  story  reported  that  a 
bishop  and  annual  conference 
boards  of  church  and  society  urged 
Congress  to  pass  a  national  health¬ 
care  scheme  similar  to  the  costly 
and  ineffective  Canadian  system. 
This  use  of  the  United  Methodist 


name  to  promote  controversial  po¬ 
litical  issues  happens  repeatedly 
throughout  the  year  and  drives 
members  to  other  churches  and  di¬ 
verts  our  attention  from  the  Great 
Commission. 

Charles  B.  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Illinois 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Jesus'  life  proved  that  God  understood 


By  TERRI  BAIN 

What  foolishness  to  think  that 
God  would  offer  salvation  in  such 
an  illogical  way! 

An  unknown  carpenter  from  an 
obscure  town  in  a  conquered  land 
preached  a  new  message,  only  to  be 
put  to  death,  innocent  of  any  crime. 

What’s  more,  his  disciples  had 
topped  the  ridiculous  with  the  ab¬ 
surd.  Soon  after  Jesus’  death,  they 
began  to  proclaim  that  he  had  risen 
from  the  dead,  that  he  was  alive, 
that  he  was  indeed  the  Son  ‘of  God, 
the  source  of  salvation. 

These  claims  were  an  affront  to 
the  intellectuals  of  the  era.  The  Jews 
were  certain  that  God  would  send 
his  messiah  in  power,  at  the  head  of 
legions  of  angels,  a  conquering  king 
who  would  cast  out  the  Romans 
and  establish  a  glorious  kingdom. 
The  Romans  considered  Caesar  to 
be  a  god.  This  Nazarene  carpenter 
wasn’t  what  they  had  envisioned. 

Why  would  God  send  salvation 
in  such  a  humble  container?  Given 
that  God  is  all-good,  all-knowing 
and  all-powerful,  there  is  only  one 
accusation  that  man  is  tempted  to 
fling  at  God. 
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My  Witness 


Terri  Bain  is  a 
member  of  First- 
Centenary  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Chattanooga , 
Tennessee  (Ten¬ 
nessee  Annual 
Conference). 


It  is  this:  “God,  you  asked  us  to 
live  the  high  standard  of  your  laws, 
because  you  don’t  understand  how 
difficult  it  is  to  uphold  that  standard. 
You  don’t  know  what  it’s  like  to  op¬ 
erate  with  our  limitations.  You’ve 
never  known  humiliation,  weakness, 
temptation,  oppression,  fatigue  or 
loss,  Lord;  you  ask  too  much.” 

The  Incarnation  satisfied  the  ac- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“But  the  wisdom  from  above  is 
first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle, 
open  to  reason,  full  of  mercy  and 
good  fruits,  without  uncertainty  or 
insincerity.” 


cusation.  God  as  Jesus  experienced 
all  the  hardships  and  limitations 
that  we  endure.  Jesus’  life  proved 
that  God  knew  what  it  was  like  to 
be  human.  Jesus  lived  up  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  demands.  No  longer  did  the 
faithful  have  to  wonder  if  God  un¬ 
derstood  the  human  condition.  He 
lived  the  human  condition. 

Jesus  led  no  armies,  conquered  no 
lands.  He  did  something  far  more 
amazing;  he  walked  in  our  shoes. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Christian  faith.  Any  reader 
may  submit  an  article  for  consideration 
(two  typed,  double-spaced  pages  maxi¬ 
mum  length)  to  “ My  Witness,  ”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 

Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  Include  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  for  re¬ 
turn  of  manuscripts. 

Image 


The  college  years  are  critical  in  a 
young  person’s  development,  espe¬ 
cially  in  his  or  her  faith  develop¬ 
ment.  Yet  sometimes  it’s  difficult 
for  local  churches  to  extend  their 
outreach  far  enough  to  meet  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  university  stu¬ 
dents  among  their  members  or  in 
their  communities. 

The  campus  ministry  program — ; 
which  is  funded  denominationwide 
through  the  “fair  share”  contributions 
made  by  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions — is  one  way  local  churches  can 
help  meet  a  crucial  need. 

We  should  support  campus  min¬ 
istry,  as  we  pledge  in  our  member¬ 
ship  vows,  with  our  prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service. 


The  Rev.  lames  E. 
Caswell,  assistant 
vice  president  for 
student  affairs  at 
Southern  Methodist 
University ;  is  a  cler¬ 
gy  member  of  the 
New  Mexico  Annu¬ 
al  Conference. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“It’s  pointless  to  preach  without 
the  deep  conviction  that  the  Lord  of 
glory  ultimately  will  be  the  victor.” 

— The  Rev.  Mvume  Dandala,  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  in  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa 

*  *  * 

“We  are  to  be  now,  in  some  mea¬ 
sure,  what  we  one  day  expect  to  be¬ 
come  in  perfectness.” 

— C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  Dayton,  Ohio. 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Ronald  P.  Patterson 
Publisher 

Daniel  J.  Louis 

Goniral  Manager 


John  A.  Lovelace 
Editor 

Darrell  L.  Bryant 
Conferanca  Editions 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
Faith  Forum  Editor 

Kay  Fielder 
Local  Editions 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  ana 
New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce 
jt.,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  s  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The 
Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination’s  gener¬ 
al  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  produce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  sig¬ 
nificance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  provide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  view¬ 
points  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
newspaper's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the  author 
and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 


Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Subscription  rates:  $20  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
tion;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Sec¬ 
ond  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  ad¬ 
dress  changes  to  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 


(Last  week’s  answer  Hebrews  4:12) 

Readings  for  week  of  |uly  4 

Sunday:  Psalms  45: 10-1 5 
Monday:  Psalms  45: 1 6- 1 7 
Tuesday:  Genesis  24:34-38,  42-49 
Wednesday:  Genesis  24:58-62 
Thursday:  Romans  7:1 5-25a 
Friday:  Matthew  11:16-19 
Saturday:  Matthew  1 1:25-30 


People’s  judgements  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  serve  your  ministry, ‘please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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SPECIAL  DELIVERY:  When  Louisville 
Area  Bishop  Robert  Morgan  takes  a  long-de¬ 
layed  trip  to  preach  at  the 
church’s  Liberia  Annual 
Conference  in  early  July,  he 
will  deliver  at  least  $75,000 
from  United  Methodists  in 
his  area.  The  money  will  be 
used  to  rebuild  churches 
and  parsonages  destroyed 
in  war-ravaged  Liberia  and 
to  help  clergy  families  re-  Bishop  Morgan 
place  personal  belongings.  Local  churches  in  his 
area  took  special  offerings  which  were  delivered 
to  sessions  of  the  Louisville,  Kentucky  and  Red 
Bird  conferences  this  spring.  “It  was  impressive 
to  see  local  church  men  and  women  pouring  up 
the  aisles  of  the  annual  conference  sessions  to 
place  their  gifts  on  the  altar,”  said  the  bishop. 
“It  fired  them  up.” 

UNIVERSAL  RIGHTS:  Leaders  of  some 
religious  groups  told  the  World  Conference  on 
Human  Rights  recently  that  they  support  the 
contentious  view  that  human  rights  are  univer¬ 
sal  rather  than  bound  to  an  individual  nation  or 
culture.  Delegates  from  180  countries  represent¬ 
ing  such  groups  as  the  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women  met  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
for  the  first  worldwide  conference  on  human 
rights  in  25  years. 

CLOSED  ON  SUNDAYS:  Swedish¬ 
speaking  United  Methodists  in  Finland  are  op¬ 
posing  plans  by  the  Finnish  government  to 
extend  shop-opening  hours  to  include  Sundays. 
During  its  annual  meeting  June  9-13,  the  Swed¬ 
ish  Annual  Conference — one  of  two  United 
Methodist  regional  bodies  in  Finland — adopted 
a  statement  urging  politicians  to  protect  Sunday 
as  “a  day  of  rest,  worship  and  togetherness  with 
others.” 

ELECTORAL  JUSTICE:  South  African 
church  leaders  have  announced  members  of  a 
religious  panel  on  electoral 
justice  to  monitor  that 
country’s  first  interracial 
elections  next  year.  The 
group  is  expected  to  formu¬ 
late  a  code  of  conduct  for 
elections  and  work  for 
widespread  acceptance  of 
the  code  by  all  political  par- 
ties.  The  21-member  panel  Bishop  Mogoba 
includes  Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba,  presiding  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

CONCERN  FOR  HAITIANS:  United 

Methodism’s  world  mission  arm  has  soundly 
criticized  the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  allowing 
the  United  States  to  reject  asylum-seeking  Hai¬ 
tian  refugees  at  sea.  Refugee  advocate  Lilia  Fer¬ 
nandez  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  said  Haitian  refugees  “continue  to  be 
treated  differently”  than  other  asylum  seekers. 
Meanwhile,  leaders  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  and  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Conference  are  taking  the  lead  in 
resettling  30  of  the  1 38  HIV-infected  Haitians 
released  from  the  U.S.  Navy  Guantanamo  base 
in  Cuba.  Ms.  Fernandez  told  the  Reporter  that 
UMCOR  expects  to  receive  10  to  1 5  of  the  cases 
and  will  help  them  move  to  the  New  York  or 
Miami  area. 

DEAR  VICE-PRESIDENT:  The  church¬ 
wide  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is¬ 
sued  an,  action  alert  June  23,  urging  United 
Methodists  to  call  or  write  Vice  President  Al¬ 
bert  Gore  asking  that  nuclear  testing  not  be  re¬ 
sumed  when  the  current  moratorium  expires 
July  1.  President  Clinton  is  considering  a  plan 
to  resume  testing. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Injured  bishop  back  at  work 

SPARTANBURG,  S.C. — United  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  (left)  shakes  hands  with 
an  unidentified  well-wisher  as  he  returns  to  preside  over  the  1993  session  of  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  Conference.  Bishop  Bethea  was  stabbed  in  December  by  a  still-unknown 
attacker  in  the  parking  lot  of  the  conference  headquarters  in  Columbia,  S.C.  The  bishop 
said  he  was  "between  two-thirds  and  three-fourths  of  the  way  back  to  complete  recovery." 
The  South  Carolina  conference  paid  tribute  to  the  bishop  and  his  daughter,  Josefa,  for 
"courage,  grace  and  strength"  after  the  attack  on  the  bishop,  which  came  about  two 
months  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  Shirley.  The  conference  created  an  award  for  outstand¬ 
ing  volunteers  in  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  Bethea. 


Churches  help  seek 
peace  after  killing 


By  LARRY  RAMEY 

Religious  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio — Never  did 
Dayton  need  a  Peace  Bridge  be¬ 
tween  black  and  white  neighbor¬ 
hoods  more  than  it  did  last 
month  after  an  African  American 
teen  was  shot  and  killed  by  a 
white  police  officer. 

“That  makes  this  march  that 
much  more  significant,”  said 
Mayor  Richard  Clay  Dixon,  who 
is  black.  “This  (killing)  could  be 
explosive.” 

Black  and  white  residents 
joined  in  the  fifth  annual  Peace 
Bridge  walk  as  the  tragedy  aggra¬ 
vated  racial  tensions  in  this  city  of 
180,000  people,  about  40  percent 
of  whom  are  African  Americans. 

“We  have  come  together,  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  races,  Christians,  Mus¬ 
lims  and  Jews,  to  say  that  people 
can  live  together  in  peace  and 
harmony,”  said  the  Rev.  William 
Augman,  at  the  program  that 
closed  the  Peace  Bridge  walk. 

Mr.  Augman  is  pastor  of  Day¬ 
ton’s  McKinley  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

About  250  people  walked  to¬ 
gether  from  Dayton’s  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  west  side  across  the 
bridge  over  the  Great  Miami  Riv¬ 
er.  along  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 


Jr.  Way  to  downtown  Dayton. 

The  bridge  is  about  six  blocks 
from  headquarters  of  United 
Methodism’s  international  coor¬ 
dinating  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

During  the  Race  Unity  Day 
program,  attended  by  about 
1,000  people  following  the  walk, 
religious  leaders  called  for  calm 
while  the  police  department,  the 
FBI  and  a  coalition  of  communi¬ 
ty  groups  conducted  investiga¬ 
tions  of  the  slaying. 

“Let  us  remember  what  God 
requires  of  us,  to  do  justice,  to 
love  mercy,  to  walk  humbly  with 
God,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Peiffer,  a  white  minister  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Greater 
Dayton  Christian  Council,  quot¬ 
ing  Micah  6:8.  He  asked  for  a 
moment  of  silence  before  the 
walk  began. 

“We  need  to  keep  our  commu¬ 
nity  calm,  to  keep  our  communi¬ 
ty  praying  that  justice  will  be 
done.”  said  Mr.  Augman,  who 
heads  an  African  American  cler¬ 
gy  group  called  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Ministerial  Alliance. 

The  minister  also  is  a  member 
of  the  school  board  and  is  run¬ 
ning  for  city  commissioner. 


United  Methodists  in  Latvia  rebound  after  communism 


Southern  New  England  ordains  Latvian  elder ;  83 

By  ANN  GREENE  WHITING 


Fifty-three  years  late  and  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  from  where  he  began,  a 
Latvian  expatriate  was  recently  or¬ 
dained  a  United  Methodist  elder. 

Fritz  Hervarth,  83,  of  Yar- 
mouthport,  Mass.,  was  ordained 
June  19  in  the  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  Annual  Conference  by 
United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Her¬ 
bert  Skeete  (Boston  Area).  Bish¬ 
op  Skeete  did  so  at  the  request  of 
Bishop  Hans  Vaxby,  whose 
Northern  Europe  Area  of  the 
church  includes  Latvia. 

Mr.  Hervarth  was  assistant  pas¬ 
tor  of  a  Methodist  church  in  Riga, 
Latvia,  in  1940  and  was  scheduled 
to  be  ordained  an  elder.  But  be¬ 
cause  of  Soviet  occupation  of  the 
Baltic  states,  including  Latvia,  the 


Methodist  bishop  wasn’t  allowed 
to  enter  the  country  to  perform 
the  ordination. 

In  1944,  Mr.  Hervarth  was 
forced  to  flee  Latvia.  His  minis¬ 
try  included  helping  hide  Latvian 
youths  who  would  have  been 
pressed  into  service  in  the  Soviet 
army  and  concealing  Jews  from 
the  Gestapo  after  the  Nazis  in¬ 
vaded  Latvia. 

After  World  War  II,  the  Soviet 
Union  seized  church  properties 
in  Latvia.  Mr.  Hervarth  had  fled 
to  Sweden  but  avoided  repatria¬ 
tion  in  1948  by  joining  15  men  in 
repairing  a  55-year-old  sailing 
boat.  With  seven  women  and 
seven  children,  they  sailed  to  the 
U.S.,  arriving  in  Provincetown, 
R.I.,  after  a  two-month  voyage. 

For  the  next  40  years  Mr.  Her¬ 


varth  served  as  an  unpaid  pastor 
to  Latvian-speaking  people 
around  New  England  while  mak¬ 
ing  his  living  as  a  carpenter. 

After  the  breakup  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  Mr.  Hervarth  visit¬ 
ed  Latvia  and  helped  initiate  the 
re-establishment  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Latvia  and 
the  return  of  church  property  con¬ 
fiscated  by  the  Soviets.  The  first 
United  Methodist  worship  service 
was  held  on  May  2,  1993,  in  a  re¬ 
turned  church  building  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story  below). 

Mr.  Hervarth’s  health  didn’t 
permit  him  to  return  to  Latvia 
for  ordination. 

Ms.  Whiting  is  editor  of 
" Zion's  Herald/'  an  edition  of 
the  Reporter's  sister  publication, 
the  United  Methodist  Review. 


Sanctuary  recovered,  spirits  cleansed 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  Riga, 
Latvia,  recently  regained  a  for¬ 
mer  sanctuary  and  laid  to  rest 
some  specters  of  communism. 

The  church  building  in  the 
Prodaugava  township,  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Riga,  was  taken  over 
by  communists  in  1947  when 
Methodist  work  was  outlawed  by 
the  Soviet  regime  occupying  the 
Baltic  states. 

Since  the  fall  of  communist  rule 
1991,  Latvia  has  gained  200 
United  Methodists  in  three  reor¬ 
ganized  congregations.  The  Rev. 


Arijis  Viksna  has  been  named  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  Latvia. 

Because  of  confusion  over  own¬ 
ership  of  the  property  which  had 
been  confiscated  by  the  Soviets, 
the  sanctuary  had  been  used  by 
Lutheran  and  Reformed  congrega¬ 
tions,  according  to  the  office  of 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Hans 
Vaxby  (Northern  Europe  Area). 

The  Lutheran  congregation 
hopes  to  reclaim  its  own  sanctu¬ 
ary;  the  Reformed  congregation 
will  continue  to  share  the  build¬ 
ing  with  the  United  Methodists. 

A  recent  ecumenical  service  to 
mark  the  return  of  the  building  to 


United  Methodists  was  followed 
by  another  event — the  spiritual 
cleansing  of  a  nearby  structure 
that  had  been  headquarters  for  the 
KGB.  the  Soviet  secret  police. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  World  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lism  director,  was  the  only 
Western  clergyman  to  participate 
in  cleansing  the  KGB  building. 

Dr.  Fox  told  the  Reporter  that 
an  ecumenical  delegation,  led  by 
the  Russian  Orthodox  bishop  of 
Riga,  moved  throughout  the  for¬ 
mer  KGB  headquarters.  The 
Russian  Orthodox  bishop  sprin- 


PRODAUGAVA,  Latvia — The  Rev.  Olav  Parnaments  (center 
background).  United  Methodist  superintendent  of  Estonia, 
watches  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  sing  hymns  to  "cleanse"  an 
opened  cell  in  the  former  headquarters  of  the  KGB,  the  Russian 
secret  police  (see  related  story  below), 
kled  holy  water,  while  others 


water, 

prayed  and  sang  hymns. 

At  the  conclusion  of  more  than 
an  hour  of  such  effort.  Dr.  Fox 
said,  the  Russ’an  Orthodox  bishop 
stood  in  the  building's  lobby  and 
declared:  “This  building,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  cleansed.” 

Dr.  Fox  said  the  event  held 
special  significance  for  the  Rev. 
Olav  Parnaments,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  superintendent  of  adjacent 
Estonia,  who  also  was  part  of  the 


cleansing  delegation. 

“In  1947,  when  the  Methodist 
superintendent  of  Estonia  was  ar¬ 
rested.  some  of  his  fellow  workers 
also  were  imprisoned  in  that 
building,”  Dr.  Fox  explained. 
“One  of  them  was  a  teen-ager 
named  Olav  Parnaments. 

“Afterward,  as  we  drank  tea 
outside  what  had  been  the  KGB 
director’s  office,  Olav  just  shook 
his  head  in  amazement  and  told 
me,  ‘Eddie,  it’s  a  miracle!' 


Worship  dean  Hoyt  Hickman  retires  leaving  legacy  of  liturgy 
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By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

If  you’ve  prayed  a  comforting 
prayer  or  sung  a  stirring  hymn  at  a 
United  Methodist  church  in  the  last 
20  or  so  years,  the  Rev.  Hoyt  L. 
Hickman  probably  had  something 
to  do  with  it. 

Dr.  Hickman,  66,  an  author  and 
theological  scholar  with  a  love  of 
church  music  and  liturgy,  retires  this 
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summer  after  more  than  25  years  on 
the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Section  on  Worship. 

Ask  him  about  sacred  dance  and 
he  can  trace  its  pre-Genesis  origins. 
Challenge  him  on  “correct  and  tra¬ 
ditional”  language  in  the  Bible  and 
he’ll  recount  squabbles  over  biblical 
contents  that  date  back  to  the  1 546 
Council  of  Trent. 

From  the  time  he  was  elected  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Commission  on  Worship,  Dr.  Hick¬ 
man  has  been  a  pioneer  in  church 
liturgy,  contributing  to  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  1989  “United  Method¬ 
ist  Hymnal”  and  the  1992  "United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship.” 

In  1976,  Dr.  Hickman  was  sound- 
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ly  criticized  by  many  for  his  “Ritual 
for  a  New  Day”  which  included  sug¬ 
gested  rituals  of  healing  for  people 
going  through  divorce. 

“People  had  visions  of  ‘unwed¬ 
dings’  with  people  throwing  their 
rings  at  each  other,”  he  recalled. 

Healing  services 

By  contrast,  the  new  “Book  of 
Worship,”  adopted  last  year,  con¬ 
tains  healing  services  for  people  go¬ 
ing  through  a  divorce,  for  people 
with  substance  abuse  problems  and 
for  couples  who  have  lost  a  child  by 
miscarriage. 

He  predicts  that  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  10-year  flap  over  gender-exclu¬ 
sive  language  for  God  and  people 
will  be  similarly  eased  as  biblical  lit¬ 
eracy  increases  among  church  people. 

“A  few  generations  from  now  our 
descendants  will  wonder  what  all 
the  fuss  over  inclusive  language  was 
about.” 

Throughout  his  career  as  worship 
executive  at  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  later  as 
developer  of  key  worship  resources, 
Dr.  Hickman  has  worked  to  correct 
a  "serious  morale  problem  in  many 
of  our  churches”  that  has  been  fu¬ 
eled  by  50  years  of  social  problems, 


Hoyt  L.  Hickman 
.  .  .  worship  expert  for  25  years 
changing  family  structures,  and  by¬ 
rote  church-going. 

“So  many  times  people  come  to 
church  feeling  depressed  and  defeat¬ 
ed,”  Dr.  Hickman  said.  “I  wanted  to 
create  worship  experiences  that  put 
people  in  the  presence  of  the  living 
God  through  the  Risen  Christ  and 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“The  best  of  worship  should 
make  us  feel  that  we’re  not  alone, 
that  we’re  truly  in  communion  with 
all  the  company  of  God’s  heaven 


and  God's  earth,”  he  said. 

While  mere  worship  books  and  re¬ 
sources  alone  can’t  infuse  churches 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  (“Only  God  can 
do  that,”  according  to  Dr.  Hickman), 
they  can  “give  churches  permission  to 
cut  loose  and  follow  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

'Cut  loose' 

Although  United  Methodist 
membership  in  the  United  States  is 
still  declining.  Dr.  Hickman  said 
many  churches  have  “cut  loose" 
with  fiery,  meaningful  worship. 

Preaching  by  the  average  pastor 
has  become  more  heartfelt  and  bib¬ 
lical,  he  observed. 

Also,  he  said,  more  churches  are 
willing  to  try  new  songs  and  rituals, 
thanks  largely  to  the  mutli-cultural, 
multi-traditional  services  and  songs 
found  in  the  new  hymnal  and  wor¬ 
ship  book. 

Innovations  in  worship  also  fos¬ 
ter  “an  increasing  reverence”  for 
rituals  of  baptism  and  Holy  Com¬ 
munion,  Dr.  Hickman  said. 

His  love  of  the  preached,  sung 
and  spoken  word  of  God  was 
shaped  in  a  devout  Methodist  home 
in  his  native  Pittsburgh. 

Dr.  Hickman’s  undergraduate 
work  at  Haverford  College,  a  Quak¬ 


er  institution,  also  had  a  “powerful 
influence,”  especially  his  studies 
under  philosophy  professor  Douglas 
Steere.  Dr.  Hickman  has  lasting  im¬ 
pressions  of  the  “spontaneous,  qui¬ 
et  and  moving  worship"  of  many 
Friends’  meetings  he  attended. 

The  Quaker  influences  also  ce¬ 
mented  Dr.  Hickman’s  reverence  for 
a  biblically  based  commitment  to  so¬ 
cial  justice.  Later,  at  Yale  Divinity 
School,  Dr.  Hickman  strengthened 
his  theologically  grounded  concern 
for  humankind,  learning  from  Chris¬ 
tian  ethicists  such  as  Reinhold  Nie¬ 
buhr  and  Paul  Tillich. 

Inspiration  from  mentors,  scholars 
and  his  Quaker-Methodist  back¬ 
ground  also  helped  him  choose  a  wife. 
In  the  late  1940s,  Dr.  Hickman  and 
the  former  Martha  Whitmore  courted 
during  Quaker-sponsored  urban  min¬ 
istries  with  Pittsburgh’s  low-income 
citizens.  Martha  Hickman  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  numerous  children’s  books. 

With  plans  to  write  the  definitive 
worship  leader's  handbook  in  the 
next  few  years.  Dr.  Hickman  will 
continue  in  retirement  his  endeavor 
to  bring  vitality,  biblical  richness 
and  celebration  of  the  human  com¬ 
munity  to  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tian  worship. 
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Faith 

= connections 

INTERIM  PROFESSOR;  Retired  Bishop 

W.T.  Handy  Jr.  will  replace  the  Rev.  George  E. 
Morris  on  an  interim  basis  as  visiting  Arthur  J. 
Moore  Professor  of  Evangelism  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Dr.  Mor¬ 
ris’  duties  as  director  of  the  World  Evangelism 
Institute,  a  joint  venture  of  Candler  and  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  will  be  filled  by  the 
Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  world  director  of  evange¬ 
lism  for  the  council,  until  a  successor  for  both 
jobs  is  named.  Dr.  Morris  has  been  named  se¬ 
nior  minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Peoria,  Ill. 

NEW  SEMINARY  STRUCTURE:  Un¬ 
ited  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio — 
one  of  13  United  Methodist-related  schools  of 
theology — has  reorganized  its  administrative 
structure.  The  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet,  president 
since  1985,  will  assume  the  title  of  chancellor 
and  remain  the  school’s  chief  executive  officer. 
The  Rev.  Daryl  Ward,  a  clergyman  in  the  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  Progressive  National  Baptist 
Convention  and  a  United  faculty  member  since 
1986,  will  become  president  and  chief  operating 
officer.  The  third  member  of  the  team  is  Max¬ 
ine  Clarke  Beach,  newly  appointed  provost  and 
chief  academic  officer.  She  has  been  director  of 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville,  owned  by 
the  United  Methodist  Women's  Division. 

HISTORIC  GIFT:  a  u  s  group  led  by  an 
American  United  Methodist  has  made  an  his¬ 
toric  gift  to  the  “cradle  of  Christianity”  in 
Northern  England.  When  Durham  Cathedral — 
one  of  the  world’s  finest  Norman  cathedrals — 
observes  its  900th  anniversary  July  6,  a  high¬ 
light  will  be  the  dedication  of  a  new  stained- 
glass  window  in  the  church’s  Galilee  Chapel. 
The  window,  two  1 0-foot-tall  panels  by  stained- 
glass  artist  Leonard  Evetts,  was  paid  for  by  a 
$10,000  gift  of  the  American  Friends  of  Dur¬ 
ham  Cathedral.  The  group  is  headed  by  the 
Rev.  Perry  J.  Troutman,  a  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  Lebanon  Valley  College  in 
Annville,  Pa.  The  group  also  raised  $5,000  for 
installation. 

RIGHTS  SUPPORTED:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  meeting  in  Poultney,  Vt.,  recently  sup¬ 
ported  the  right  of  clergy  to  officiate  at  same-sex 
covenant  services  and  renounced  the  church’s 
prohibition  of  gay  and  lesbiann  clergy.  Clergy 
and  lay  delegates  to  the  Troy  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  also  opposed  the  current  ban  on  homosex¬ 
ual  persons  in  the  military.  There  are  some 
67,000  United  Methodists  in  the  conference 
which  covers  part  of  upstate  New  York  and 
Vermont. 

NEW  APPOINTMENT:  The  Rev.  James 

K.  Wagner,  dean  of  the  Upper  Room  Chapel  in 
Nashville,  has  returned  to  local  church  ministry 
as  senior  pastor  of  Fairview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Dr.  Wagner  joined  the 
staff  of  “The  Upper  Room,”  a  daily,  interna¬ 
tional  devotional  guide,  in  1984. 


Marketplace  A.D.29 
takes  kids ,  adults 
back  to  Jesus'  time 


PHOTO  BY  |ON  SERENIUS 

WAYNESVILLE,  N.C.— Children  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Waynesville,  carry  the  Ark  of 
the  Covenant  under  a  canopy  as  the  procession  of  tribes  gathers  to  close  the  recent  eighth  con¬ 
secutive  Marketplace  29  A.D.fsee  accompanying  story). 

Hispanics  enjoy  ' Fiesta  De  Jesus' 


By  ABRAHAM  LEVY 

A  neighborhood  of  predomi¬ 
nantly  Hispanic  children  was  re¬ 
cently  treated  to  a  week-long 
fiesta  by  volunteers  from  two 
United  Methodist  churches  in 
Tyler,  Texas. 

“Fiesta  De  Jesus,"  as  the  Vaca- 
tion  Bible  School  event  was 
called,  drew  50  neighborhood 
children  each  day;  90  percent 
were  Hispanic. 

The  fiesta  at  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  was  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  Marvin  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Some  50  volunteers 
helped  with  the  project. 

Marvin  member  and  event  co¬ 
ordinator  Dana  Molloy  said, 
“We  served  the  children  snacks, 
taught  Bible  stories,  played 
games  and  did  arts  and  crafts. 
One  of  the  children’s  favorite 
things  was  the  singing.” 

Volunteer  Martha  Ann  Ander¬ 
son,  also  a  member  at  Marvin, 


said  she  enjoyed  the  opportunity 
to  improve  the  children’s  lives. 

“It’s  such  an  opportunity  to 
make  them  enjoy  life  better  and 
hopefully  pick  up  a  little  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  stories,"  Ms.  Anderson  said. 

While  the  children  were  enjoy¬ 
ing  each  day’s  events,  volunteers 
worked  behind  the  scenes  on  St. 
Paul  church’s  cottage  ministry 
house — an  old  Scout  hut  behind 
the  church.  Volunteers  were  build¬ 
ing  a  deck,  playground  equipment 
and  painting  the  house. 

Comparing  the  children’s  minis- 
try  to  the  movie,  “Field  of 
Dreams,”  organizers  plan  to  reap  a 
more  plentiful  harvest  [of  children] 
by  expanding  present  facilities. 

“It  was  like,  if  you  build  it, 
they  will  come,”  Ms.  Molloy 
said.  “With  the  deck  and  the  ta¬ 
bles  and  chairs,  we’ll  have  a  place 
to  minister  to  draw  the  children 
and  the  parents.” 

St.  Paul  members  started  the 
cottage  ministry  house  in  Octo- 


". . .  all  children 
need  is  love, 
acceptance  and 
affirmation  . . 

— Dana  Molloy 

ber  1991. 

On  Wednesdays  during  the 
school  year,  the  house,  usually 
packed  with  50  to  60  Hispanic  and 
black  children,  hosts  a  children’s 
ministry  for  the  neighborhood. 

The  children  hear  Bible  stories, 
work  on  handcrafts  and  sing 
songs.  The  songs  are  performed  in 
sign  language  so  that  a  9-year-old 
deaf  mute  who  regularly  attends 
can  participate  in  the  singing. 

“Basically  all  children  need  is 
love,  acceptance  and  affirmation,” 
Ms.  Molloy  said.  “So  we  just  love 
them.  That’s  what  we  do  best.” 

This  article  originally  appeared 
in  the  Tyler  (Texas)  Morning 
Telegraph/  Courier-Times. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Marketplace  29  A.D.,  widely 
used  in  churches  across  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  abroad,  has 
touched  tens  of  thousands  of 
children  and  adults  since  its  in¬ 
ception  in  1974. 

Marketplace  was  the  brain¬ 
child  of  two  Stevensville,  Mich., 
United  Methodist  laywomen 
Betty  Goetz  and  Ruthe  Bom- 
berger,  who  wanted  children  to 
experience  what  life  might  have 
been  like  in  the  time  of  Jesus. 

Ms.  Goetz  said  the  idea  came 
to  her  in  a  dream  while  she  was 
Christian  education  director  at 
Stevensville  United  Methodist 
Church.  Work  on  the  first  mar¬ 
ketplace  started  the  next  day. 

Tents  spring  up 

Since  that  day  tents  and  mar¬ 
quees  have  sprung  up  on  church 
lawns  across  the  country.  Children 
in  biblical  dress,  divided  into  12 
tribes,  have  learned  the  stories  of 
Jesus  as  they  gathered  around  a 
marketplace  well  to  see  dramas  il¬ 
lustrating  biblical  incidents. 

Children  have  also  hand-craft¬ 
ed  items  that  might  have  been  in 
common  use  2,000  years  ago. 

While  Marketplace  29  A.D. 
was  born  in  Michigan,  the  long¬ 
est-running  annual  local  produc¬ 
tion  of  it  recently  concluded  in 
North  Carolina. 

Marketplace  has  been  a  major 
event  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Waynesville,  N.C.,  for 
eight  consecutive  years. 

Work  on  the  latest  annual  pro¬ 
duction  began  for  the  planning 
team  and  key  leaders  in  January. 

In  mid-June,  more  than  450 
people  of  all  ages  participated  in 
the  three-day  event. 

Animals  graze  nearby 

Children  chose  from  25  hands- 
on  Marketplace  experiences  such 
as  making  small  “harps,”  weav¬ 
ing  or  identifying  Holy  Land 
herbs.  They  constructed  items  of 
wood,  paper,  metal  and  stained 
glass.  And  they  embarked  on  ar¬ 
cheological  searches  or  lined  up 
to  create  clay  pots  and  vases  on  a 


potters  wheel. 

Meanwhile,  goats  and  other 
animals  grazed  on  the  edge  of  the 
church  lawn. 

Each  day,  the  sound  of  the  sho- 
far  (ram’s  horn)  blown  by  Mary 
Hale,  director  of  children’s  min¬ 
istries  for  the  past  10  years,  sig¬ 
naled  the  opening  of  the 
marketplace. 

Costumed  dancers,  whirling 
with  song  and  tambourines,  led 
the  daily  procession  to  the  “syna¬ 
gogue.”  Children  followed,  carry¬ 
ing  the  “Ark  of  the  Covenant” 
under  a  canopy.  The  ark  was  pre¬ 
ceded  and  followed  by  children 
carrying  standards  emblazened 
with  cherubim  (winged  spirits 
mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament). 

The  Rev.  Rob  Blackburn,  pas¬ 
tor,  acted  as  the  marketplace  rab¬ 
bi  and  led  the  daily  synagogue. 
The  reading  from  the  Torah  was 
followed  by  interaction  between 
pastor  and  children. 

Marketplace  29  A.D.  has 
spread  far  beyond  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  even  the 
United  States.  Now  owned  by 
Ms.  Goetz,  Marketplace  materi¬ 
als  are  non-denominational. 

Many  repeat 

Ms.  Goetz  said  the  materials 
are  used  by  churches  in  all  main¬ 
line  Protestant  denominations 
and  in  Catholic,  Baptist,  Menno- 
nite  and  Messianic  churches,  to 
name  a  few.  Many  repeat  the 
Marketplace  year  after  year,  add¬ 
ing  to  it,  she  said. 

Materials  are  also  used  by  the 
Salvation  Army  and  all  branches 
of  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces,  she 
said. 

Organizations  in  10  countries, 
from  Africa  to  Japan  and  from 
Canada  to  Brazil,  use  the  materi¬ 
als. 

Startup  materials,  which  in¬ 
clude  curriculum,  are  available 
through  Marketplace  29  A.D., 
P.O.  Box  29,  Stevensville,  Mich., 
at  $59.95. 

The  Rev.  joe  Hale,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Waynesville,  N.C.,  contributed  to 
this  story. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION:  DIRECTOR  OF 
Christian  Education  and  Youth.  Must  be  experi¬ 
enced.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  and  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  3737  south  Peoria  Avenue,  Tulsa,  OK 
74105-3288.  Would  consider  part-time  Director 
of  Christian  Education. 

MANAGER  FOR  CETA  CANYON  Methodist 
Camp,  Happy,  TX.  NWTX  camp  and  retreat 
center.  Major  responsibilities:  capital  fund  rais¬ 
ing  and  managing  facility.  Development  and 
camping  ministry  background  preferred.  Submit 
letter  of  interest,  resume,  and  references  to:  Lou¬ 
ise  Schock,  1415  Ave.  M.  Lubbock,  TX  79401. 
Application  deadline  July  10. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH,  DIRECTOR  for  1200- 
member  church  moving  soon  to  20  acres  of  land 
with  new  facility.  The  youth  group  has  125  active 
youth.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Suntree 
UMC,  7200  N.  Wickham  Rd.,  Melbourne,  FL 
32940. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FAMILY  LIFE  Direc- 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY,  THE  DIVINITY  School: 
Homiletics.  Duke  Divinity  School  seeks  to  make 
a  faculty  appointment  in  homiletics,  to  be  effec¬ 
tive  September  1994.  It  may  be  either  tenure- 
track  or  tenured;  rank  and  salary  will  be  set 
according  to  qualifications  and  experience.  Expe¬ 
rience  in  ministry,  a  graduate  theological  degree, 
and  a  Ph.  D.  in  an  appropriate  field  are  requisite. 
Women  and  ethnic  minority  candidates  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Nominations  and  applications 
should  be  sent  by  October  1,  1993  to:  Mrs.  Clara 
Godwin,  Office  of  the  Dean,  The  Divinity 
School,  Box  90968,  Duke  University,  Durham, 
NC  27708-0968.  Consideration  of  recent  recipi¬ 
ents  of  a  doctorate  will  be  aided  if  the  submitted 
materials  include  an  official  transcript  for  the 
highest  degree  held  and  three  letters  of  reference. 
Duke  University  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  employer. 

Center  and  for  programming  events  with  the 
Council  on  Family  Ministries.  Bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  and  experience  in  directing  a  facility  pre¬ 
ferred;  experience  in  programming  events 
needed.  For  job  description  or  to  send  resume: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
church,  805  E.  Denman,  Lufkin,  TX  75901. 
Telephone:  (409)  639-3 1 4 1 . 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  WANTED  for  Ward 
Program  Services.  United  Methodist  affiliated, 
non-profit  children/youth  agency,  community 
based  program  serving  100  children.  MSW  or 
masters  degree  in  Human  Services  with  adminis¬ 
trative  experience.  Resume  by  7/19/93  to:  Search 
Committee,  Ward  Program  Services,  50  Moffett 
Street,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15243. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac- 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  A  part-time  posi¬ 
tion.  First  UMC,  Clermont.  Church  of  800  + 
members  in  central  Florida  (near  Orlando).  Con¬ 
tact:  Gerald  VanDyken,  Box  120488,  Clermont, 
FL  34712-0488. 

dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information.  f 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  full-time, 
prefer  BA  with  related  major,  2  years  experience. 
Director  Outreach/Nurture,  part-time  (20  hours/ 
wk),  prefer  BA/experience  in  life  of  church.  Re¬ 
sume  by  August  12,  1993:  Trinity  UMC,  901  E. 
Neal,  Salma,  KS  67401 ,  attn:  Search  Committee. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministries.  Innovative,  organized,  enthusi¬ 
astic  for  3600-member  church.  Active  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Benefits.  Diaconal  or  laity.  Application 
deadline  July  15.  Resumes  to:  Manchester  UMC, 
Youth  Director  Search  Committee,  129  Woods 
Mill  Road,  Manchester,  MO  63011. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  2700-mem¬ 
ber  downtown  church.  Qualifications:  college  de¬ 
gree,  youth  ministry  experience,  current  church 
involvement.  Salary,  benefits,  based  on  experi¬ 
ence.  Resumes  to:  Betty  Wagner,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  142  East  Jackson  St., 
Orlando,  FL  32801-3395. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  working  primarilty  with  children  and 
youth.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  202  S.  Main  Street,  Hamburg,  AR  71646 
or  call  (501)  853-5417.  August  I  deadline. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Countrv  Dorm  Resort. 
For  groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 
Lodging  (now  with  more  showers!).  *10.50  tick¬ 
ets,  and  meals  all  included!  Call  (501)  253-8418 
today! 

NEEDED!  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Education/ 
Youth  Ministry.  Tennison  Memorial  UMC,  850  + 
members,  located  northeast  Texas.  College  gradu¬ 
ate  preferred.  If  interested,  contact:  Pastor,  Jesse 
Harris  (903)  572-5341,  or  mail  resume  to:  Box  967, 
Mu  Pleasant,  TX  75456^)967. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  SCOTT’S  RUN  Set¬ 
tlement  House  United  Methodist  community 
center  in  Osage,  near  Morgantown,  West  Virginia 
seeking  Executive  Director  to  plan,  direct  and  co¬ 
ordinate:  development  and  administration  of  all 
programs  and  services-  development  and  man¬ 
agement  of  personnel,  finances,  property  mainte¬ 
nance  and  fund  raising.  Qualifications: 
undergraduate  degree  in  social  sciences  or  busi¬ 
ness  management  preferred;  experience  in  per¬ 
sonnel  management,  excellent  communication 
skills;  experience  in  fund  raising  and  budget  con¬ 
trol;  commitment  to  mission  and  outreach  minis¬ 
tries  of  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary: 
$24,000-$26,000  range.  Submit  resume  and  at 
least  three  reference  to:  Scott's  Run  Settlement 
House,  Search  Committee  Chairperson,  Box  398, 
Osage,  WV  26543  by  July  9,  1993. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  New 
position  for  growing  400-member  congregation 
north  of  Dallas.  Send  resume:  Grace  United 
Methodist,  2800  Canyon  Creek,  Sherman,  TX 
75090. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. 

Former  Franciscan  nun 
leads  United  Methodists 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  in  Three  Forks 
and  Willow  Creek,  Mont.,  are  learn¬ 
ing  to  appreciate  Roman  Catholic 
traditions  through  their  pastor  of  two 
years,  a  former  Franciscan  nun. 

The  Rev.  Marianne  Niesen,  or¬ 
dained  a  United  Methodist 
clergywoman  at  the  June  session  of 
the  Yellowstone  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  she  left  the  convent  after 
18  years  so  she  could  use  her  “gifts 
and  become  a  minister.” 

In  the  Nov.  23,  1992,  cover  story 
of  “Time”  magazine,  Ms.  Niesen 
told  reporters,  “1  loved  being  a  nun.  I 
didn't  become  a  Methodist  because  I 
hated  being  Catholic.  I  wanted  to 
stay  a  nun  and  be  a  minister  at  the 
same  time.  That  was  my  dream.” 

She  does  not  impose  any  Catholic 
practices  on  her  two  congregations, 
but  she  does  enjoy  discussing  differ¬ 
ent  religious  traditions  and  explain¬ 
ing  what  United  Methodists  and 
Catholics  have  in  common. 

Ms.  Niesen  said  she  recently 
demonstrated  the  Catholic  use  of 
holy  water  by  inviting  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  dip  their  fingers  in  the  water 
as  a  way  of  remembering  their  bap¬ 
tism  and  then  crossing  themselves 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and 


Holy  Spirit. 

“I  think  we,  as  Christians,  spend 
too  much  time  establishing  how  dif¬ 
ferent  our  denominations  are  in¬ 
stead  of  how  we  complement  each 
other  and  believe  much  of  the  same 
teachings,”  she  said. 

The  former  nun  said  her  Francis¬ 
can  sisters  supported  her  denomi¬ 
national  transition;  five  attended 
her  ordination. 

She  also  expressed  appreciation 
to  the  Rev.  Dave  McConnell,  a 
United  Methodist  colleague,  who 
encouraged  her  to  pursue  ordina¬ 
tion  in  the  denomination  and  intro¬ 
duced  her  to  other  clergy. 

She  plans  to  devote  much  of  her 
ministry  to  “raising  awareness  of 
women’s  faith  journey.” 

“As  women,  most  of  us  have 
grown  up  to  learn  religion  from  a 
male’s  point  of  view,”  she  ex¬ 
plained.  “I  want  to  help  women 
learn  their  views  of  God  from  a  fe¬ 
male  view.” 

Ms.  Niesen,  who  worked  on  a 
Cheyenne  reservation  for  six  years 
in  Ashland,  Mont.,  was  one  of  four 
elders  ordained  in  Billings,  Mont., 
June  11.  She  and  other  ordinands 
processed  to  the  beat  of  Native 
American  drums  by  the  Blackfeet 
Parish. 


'New  Interpreter's  Bible' 
scheduled  for  '94  release 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — General  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  Bible  and  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  as  well  as  commentaries  on 
Genesis,  Exodus  and  Leviticus  will 
be  compiled  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  “New  Interpreter’s  Bible”  to  be 
released  in  September  1994. 

Scheduled  for  completion  by  the 
year  2000,  the  12-volume  work 
combines  biblical  text,  commentary 
and  charts  to  help  pastors  and  lay- 


people  develop  sermons,  do  in- 
depth  Bible  study,  and  decipher 
difficult  biblical  passages. 

The  “New  Interpreter’s  Bible”  is 
an  expanded,  updated  version  of 
the  Interpreter’s  Bible  series  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  the  1950s. 

The  earlier  version,  which  has  sold 
more  than  2.5  million  copies,  is 
widely  used  by  pastors,  seminary  and 
college  professors  and  laypeople. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


A  'towering'  bishop 


FORT  COLLINS,  Colo. — Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson  (Denver 
Area)  stands  atop  two  boxes  while  she  delivers  John  Wesley's 
traditional  questions  of  ministerial  candidates  to  the  1993  class 
of  elders  at  the  recent  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference 
session.  The  petite  bishop  delighted  onlookers  by  confessing 
that  she  had  the  two  boxes  placed  behind  the  lectern  "because 
I  think  your  bishop  ought  to  tower  over  you  when  she  asks  the 
ordinands  Wesley's  questions." 
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Annual  Conference ' 93 
thanks  for  the  memories 


To  improve  our  world 
start  by  setting 


Bishop  among  teachers,  July  15-18 

UMW's  School  of  Mission 
studies  to  focus  on  Matthew 


priorities 


Dr.  Donald  Cottrill 
Executive  Director 
Conference  Council 
on  Ministries 


There  was  a  time  when  priorities  didn't  hold  much  meaning  for  me. 
It  wasn’t  really  necessary  for  a  child  out  of  school  for  the  summer  to 
make  decisions  about  what  was  more  important  to  do  on  one  day  or  the 
next.  Any  money  from  allowance  or  the  small  amount  I  might  earn  was 
purely  for  my  own  use  (a  dollar  went  a  long  way  then). 

Maturity  has  brought  with  it  decisions.  It  has  become  necessary  to 
make  choices.  Some  of  my  choices  are  based  on  previous  decisions  — 
consequently  buying  a  car  means  maintenance,  taxes,  gasoline,  oil, 
tires;  marriage  and  parenting  mean  physical,  emotional  and  spiritual 
support;  jobs  mean  time,  preparation,  continuing  education,  creativity. 
All  of  this  is  what  an  economist  might  call  “opportunity  costs.”  None 
of  this  is  bad-in  fact,  it  can  be  wonderful  and  fulfilling. 

Unless  we  are  careful,  however,  our  ability  to  move  in  new  directions, 
to  think  new  thoughts  and  to  improve  our  world  gets  lost  in  the  existing 
responsibilities.  Churches  also  have  these  ongoing  obligations  that 
consume  much  of  their  time  and  energy  and  money.  It  is  only  by  inten¬ 
tionally  making  time  and  resources  available  that  we  move  in  new,  un¬ 
tried  waters.  In  a  family,  that  might  mean  intentionally  choosing  to 
build  a  home,  or  take  a  vacation,  or  send  a  child  to  college,  or  plan  for 
retirement.  When  these  goals  are  established,  the  family  then  sets 
aside  the  time,  energy,  money  and  resources  to  reach  the  goals. 

If  the  church  is  to  fulfill  its  calling  it  must  do  the  same.  Just  three 
years  ago  the  local  churches  in  our  Conference  decided  to  move  For¬ 
ward  in  Faith.  We  decided  together  to  be  a  visioning  church,  a  confer¬ 
ence  of  vital  congregations.  Vitality,  for  us,  means  congregations  that 
are  serving,  nurturing,  inviting  and  celebrating.  We  set  these  as  priori¬ 
ties.  Now,  in  order  to  achieve  these  goals  we  must  do  as  a  family  might 
do  —  give  time,  money,  leadership  and  other  resources  to  the  task.  It 
simply  will  not  happen  if  we  try  to  go  about  business  as  usual.  Our 
churches  must  make  the  necessary  leadership  and  resources  available 
in  a  significant  and  special  way.  Otherwise,  the  goal  will  not  be 
reached.  A  priority  is  a  priority  only  if  it  gets  special  attention. 

So,  how  about  it?  Started  any  new  Sunday  School  classes  or  Bible 
studies?  Begun  a  new  ministry  to  homeless,  or  built  a  house,  or  partici¬ 
pated  in  Hurricane  Andrew  relief?  Found  a  new  way  for  children,  youth 
and  laity  to  lead  in  worship?  Formed  a  new  musical  group  or  a  class  to 
dialogue  the  sermon?  Initiated  a  plan  to  reach  the  unchurched  in  your 
community? 

If  not,  maybe  you  might  look  at  your  priorities. 


Twenty-five  children  at  Walker  UMC  and  their  leaders  presented 
the  musical,  "Down  by  the  Creek  Bank"  to  large,  receptive  audi¬ 
ences  June  12-13,  Joyce  Wilkes  reports.  Coordinators  of  children 
ministries  are  Sharon  Peak,  Wanda  Jones  and  Joy  Lee.  Assisting  with 
drama,  music  and  scenery  were  Tracey  Ferrington,  Barbara  Sibley 
and  Mary  Jane  Hunt.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Ted  Freeland. 


Caribbean,  Global  Economics 


Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  looked  to  our 
own  state  UM  talent  for  teachers 
for  the  annual  School  of  Christian 
Mission  set  for  July  15-18  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College.  Among  them  will  be 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden. 

“Confronted  by  Christ  and  Em¬ 
powered  by  the  Spirit,”  is  the  chal¬ 
lenging  theme.  Lois  Heath,  dean 
said,  “It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  a 
mountain  top  experience  for  all.” 

The  Biblical  study  is  “Jesus  in  the 
Gospel  of  Matthew,  Who  Do  You 
Say  I  Am?” 

Participants  will  examine  Matthew 
from  the  perspective  of  the  gospel’s 
theme  of  Emmanuel,  “God  with  us,” 
and  its  emphasis  on  righteousness 
(justice,  right  relationships). 

Matthew  teachers 

Teachers  are  to  be  Marilyn 
Brown  Oden,  author  of  the  recently 
published  book  Land  of  Sickles  and 
Crosses  about  Russia  and  a  former 
educator;  the  Rev.  Fay  Barrhartung, 
pastor,  Welsh  Memorial  UMC  and 
former  Wesley  Foundation  director; 
Dollene  Sims,  a  supervisor  in  East 
Baton  Rouge  Parish  Schools,  and 
Alice  Story,  former  Baton  Rouge 
District  UMW  president  who  fre¬ 
quently  teaches. 

“Global  Economics,”  another 
subject  for  1993  will  focus  on 
“Seeking  a  Christian  Ethic.”  The 
study-guide  presents  stories  and 
ercises  about  our  interdependent 
world,  with  biblical  and  ethical  re¬ 
flections,  teaching  about  basic  eco¬ 
nomic  principles  and  suggestions 
about  how  we  can  help  create  a  new 
economic  order. 

Teachers  will  be  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden;  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 
Sr.,  Conference  director  of  Special 
Ministries/Institutional  Develop¬ 
ment  who  teaches  in  schools  of  mis¬ 
sions  throughout  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  and  Wilbur  G.  C.  Da- 

Ministry  to  parish 


Contestants  in  a  humorous,  educational  quiz  show  called  "Council 
on  Ministries  Jeopardy"  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin, 
pastor  of  First  UMC,  Minden;  Rev.  David  F.  Fortuna,  pastor  of  Lea 
Joyner  UMC,  Monroe;  Beverly  Hogue,  lay  person  from  Golden 
Meadow,  and  Judge  Carl  Stewart  of  Shreveport,  Conference  lay 
leader.  The  game  was  a  part  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  report  at  Annual  Conference. 


Lois  Heath 


Betty  Ferrington 


vis  Sr.,  pastor.  Roberts  —  St.  Luke 
UM  Charge,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Caribbean 

“The  Caribbean:  Culture  of  Re¬ 
sistance,  Spirit  of  Hope,”  is  another 
study  centering  upon  the  unique  di¬ 
versity  the  peoples  of  the  Caribbean 
have  forged  in  spite  of  centuries  of 
exploitation  and  oppression. 

Teachers  are  Gloria  Bennett,  for¬ 
mer  educator  who  also  is  a  retired 
paralegal;  the  Rev.  Freddie  C.  Hen¬ 
derson  Sr.,  pastor,  Wesley  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge;  Erelene  Bradford,  who  has 
been  a  school  supervisor  and  guid¬ 
ance  counselor  for  hearing  impaired 
students,  and  Clytie  Perry,  former 
educator  and  YWCA  director. 

Dr.  Carol  Walker,  Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice  educator,  who  has  served  in  Ma¬ 
nila,  Lebanon,  Uruguay,  Peru,  China 
and  Hong  Kong,  will  conduct  a  spe¬ 
cial  workshop  on  Saturday  evening. 

Music  coordinators  are  Josephine 
Smith,  Iberville  Parish  teacher,  and 

dia 

On  the  mission  school  committee 
are:  Betty  Ferrington,  assistant 
dean;  Norma  Winegeart,  Confer¬ 
ence  UMW  president;  Lottie  Pal- 
lazo,  new  secretary  of  program 
resources,  who  will  coordinate  the 
Resource  Room,  and  Fannie  Red- 
dix,  coordinator.  Learning  Center 
and  publicity. 

For  registration  forms  or  addi¬ 
tional  information,  contact  district 
or  local  UMW  presidents. 


Children  brought  in  loaves  of  freshly-baked  bread  for  the  Commu¬ 
nion  service  that  opened  Annual  Conference. 


Greensburg  UMC  hosts  A  A 
visits  jail  and  nursing  home 


Greensburg  UMC  is  carrying  out 
the  mission  to  go  into  all  the  world 
—  especially  the  areas  of  ministry 
where  the  members  are  needed  in 
St.  Helena  Parish,  the  Rev.  Ed 
DeWeese,  pastor,  said. 

The  church  has  started  a  ministry 
to  the  local  St.  Helena  Nursing  Home. 

“  A  group  from  the  church  goes  to 
the  home  each  Sunday  to  teach,  to 
visit  with  patients,  to  pray  with 
them  and  to  minister  to  them,” 
DeWeese  said. 

The  congregation  also  sponsors  a 
local  chapter  of  Alcoholics  Anony¬ 
mous  which  meets  at  the  church 
each  Thursday  evening.  The  group 
was  started  by  a  member  of  the 
church.  The  pastor  often  goes  to  the 
meetings  to  welcome  the  group  and 
offer  prayer. 

Church  members  also  visit  and 
minister  to  persons  in  the  local  jail. 
An  inmate  attends  worship  services  at 
Greensburg  each  Sunday,  serves  as  an 
acolyte  and  helps  to  clean  the  church. 


Around  the  Conference 


Some  senior  high  youths  of  St.  Matthew's  UMC,  Metairie,  are  pic¬ 
tured  above  as  they  complete  a  play  house  for  the  church  play¬ 
ground,  Janet  Westlake,  Christian  education  director,  reports.  The 
young  people  learned  some  basic  techniques  as  they  built  the  little 
house.  This  prepared  them  for  the  Appalachian  Service  Project  in 
June  in  Buchanan  County,  Va.,  where  they  helped  repair  family 
homes.  The  youths  also  participated  in  Habitat  for  Humanity  in  the 
New  Orleans  area. 


Rev.  Carolyn  A.  Stokes,  pastor  of 
Hartzell  UMC  in  Rosedale  and 
campus  minister  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southern  University, 
Baton  Rouge,  will  leave  July  1 1  for 
Nairobi.  Kenya. 

She  will  be  stationed  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Nairobi  where  the  campus 
minister  is  Timothy  Kigora. 

Stokes  will  visit  Methodist 
churches  in  the  region  where  she  will 
preach,  lecture  and  exchange  infor¬ 
mation  with  the  faculty,  staff  and  stu¬ 
dents  of  the  university  community. 
Her  visit  is  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Vacation  Church  School  at  First 
UMC,  New  Iberia,  will  be  for  adults 
as  well  as  youngsters.  Sessions  are 
set  for  July  25-29  from  6:30  to  8 
p.m..  Judy  Delahoussaye  reports. 
"We  had  it  that  way  last  year  and 
the  adults  want  a  repeat  perfor¬ 
mance,"  she  mentioned. 

She  is  in  charge  of  the  adult  stud¬ 
ies  which  will  focus  on  missionaries 
and  mission  projects  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference. 

Debbie  Romano  will  direct  the 
children’s  studies  on  “Peter  Rock." 

... 

The  Historical  Room  Display  for 
June  at  First  UMC,  Bastrop  was 


In  the  Campus  Ministry  booth,  part  of  the  Ministries  Fair,  are  cam¬ 
pus  clergy:  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  R.  Don  Ross,  University  of  Southwest 
ern  Louisiana,  Lafayette;  Rev.  Erika  S.  Jefferson,  Wellesley  College, 
Massachusetts;  Rev.  Wayne  G.  Taylor,  McNeese  State  University, 
Lake  Charles;  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson,  Northeast  Louisiana  University, 
Monroe,  and  Rev.  John  M.  Higginbotham,  Tulane  University,  New 
Orleans.  The  fair  was  part  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
report. 


Janice  Skilton,  ABOVE,  LEFT,  of 
Greensburg  UMC  in  ministry  at 
St.  Helena  Parish  Nursing 
Home. 

DeWeese  said.  “Our  church  is 
truly  blessed  by  reaching  out  into 
the  community  to  be  in  ministry 
with  God’s  children  in  need  wher¬ 
ever  we  find  them.” 


"Detectives"  reported  for  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 
Each  said,  "I  work  for  God,  and  my  adviser  is  J.C."  From,  LEFT  TO 
RIGHT,  in  costumes  are,  Keisha  Green  of  Minden,  Conference 
UMYF  president;  Julie  Betz  of  Baton  Rouge;  Kristin  Hunt  of  Monroe, 
and  John  Wesley  Williams  of  Bunkie. 


"an  extensive  pictorial  display"  of 
brides  that  were  married  in  the 
church.  The  Rev.  Larry  D.  Robert 
son,  pastor,  officiated  at  some  of 
the  more  recent  weddings. 

* *  *  * 

The  big  summer  fellowship  event, 
“Splashdown”  scheduled  in  June  at 
Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  was 
canceled  because  of  heavy  rain.  The 
rain  also  flooded  the  parsonage. 
“We  had  an  inch  or  so  of  water  on 
the  first  floor,”  Rev.  Conrad  P. 
Edwards,  pastor,  said.  “About  the 
only  damage  was  to  the  carpet  since 


so  many  friends  (in  the  church) 
came  to  help  sweep. out  the  water, 
move  furniture  and  give  all  sorts  of 
support  and  help.” 

Edwards  wrote  to  members  in  his 
church  newsletter,  “It  is  no  fun  to 
have  the  house  you  live  in  flooded, 
but  your  kindness  made  it  almost 
worthwhile.  The  good  thing  about 
trouble  is  that  you  discover  more 
people  care  than  you  realize." 

Vacation  Church  School,  partici¬ 
pation  in  Harvest  of  Hope  and 
many  other  activities  are  scheduled 
at  Lakeview  in  July. 


Faith  forum 


The  L'niled  Methodist 
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We  can't 
on  clergy 

In  response  to  allegations  that  at 
least  400  Roman  Catholic  priests  in 
the  U.S.  have  committed  child  sex 
abuse,  a  Vatican  spokesman  recent¬ 
ly  made  the  following  comment: 

"One  would  have  to  ask  if  the 
real  culprit  is  not  a  society  that  is  ir¬ 
responsibly  permissive,  hyper-in¬ 
flated  with  sexuality  (and)  capable 
of  creating  circumstances  that  in¬ 
duce  even  people  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  solid  moral  formation  to 
commit  grave  moral  acts.” 

We  agree  that  this  is  a  valid  ques¬ 
tion  to  which  Christians  must  ulti¬ 
mately  say  “No,”  at  least  regarding 
this  particular  issue. 

Sadly,  as  a  description  of  contem¬ 
porary  society,  the  Vatican  official’s 
comment  is  on  target.  One  is  hard 
pressed  to  identify  a  societal  norm 
in  matters  of  sex  other  than  “any¬ 
thing  goes."  This  does,  in  fact,  cre¬ 
ate  a  moral  climate  in  which 
otherwise  upright  people  can  be 
tempted  to  violate  traditional  sexu¬ 
al  norms  of  chastity  and  fidelity. 

In  the  case  of  sexual  misconduct 
by  clergy,  however,  such  explana¬ 
tions  have  the  disturbing  ring  of 
“The  devil  made  me  do  it." 

This  won’t  do.  As  Christians,  we 
must  not  give  even  the  appearance 
of  evading  our  accountability  to 
God’s  law. 

Make  no  mistake:  Pastors  who 
misuse  their  authority  as  church 
representatives  to  take  sexual  liber¬ 
ties  with  children  or  with  anyone 
else  are  “real  culprits.” 

That’s  because,  for  whatever  rea¬ 
son,  they  have  violated  a  sacred 
trust  to  be  exemplars  of  Christian 
morality.  Violation  of  that  trust  cor¬ 
rodes  not  merely  their  credibility  as 
individuals  but  calls  into  question 
the  church’s  corporate  credibility. 

To  say  otherwise  poses  an  obsta¬ 
cle  to  addressing  what  church  offi¬ 
cials  admit  is  a  disturbingly 
widespread  problem  among  both 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
clergy. 

Once  acknowledged,  it  is  evident 
that  the  problem  has  at  least  three 
dimensions  which  merit  serious  re¬ 
flection  and  action  throughout  the 


'pass  the  buck' 
sexual  misconduct 


A  handclasp.  Tender  affection  of  an  older  Christian  for  a  younger? 
Or  a  sinister  pull  into  clergy  sexual  misconduct?  As  the  editorial  at 
left  contends,  the  difference  may  depend  on  whether  church  lead¬ 
ers  deal  honestly,  responsibly  and  compassionately  with  wide¬ 
spread  problems  of  sexual  misconduct  by  clergy. 


Editorial 


community  of  faith. 

First,  to  be  redemptive,  our  re¬ 
sponse  to  confirmed  clergy  sexual 
abuse  must  distinguish  between 
pathological  behavior  and  behavior 
that  could  have  been  controlled. 
The  former  requires  treatment,  the 
latter  discipline.  The  goal  of  both 
should  be  healing  but  not  necessar¬ 
ily  automatic  restoration  to  pastoral 
ministry. 

Second,  to  be  compassionate,  our 
response  to  such  incidents  must  ad¬ 
dress  the  trauma  experienced  by 
victims  of  clergy  sexual  abuse.  Part 
of  that  trauma  is  the  difficulty  such 
people  can  face  in  trusting  the 
church  as  a  whole,  not  merely  pas¬ 
tors.  If  trust  is  to  be  restored,  it  will 
require  investments  of  time  and  pa¬ 


tience  beyond  the  ordinary. 

Third,  to  be  responsible,  congre¬ 
gations  and  church  judicatories 
should  develop  specific  guidelines  for 
how  clergy  conduct  their  pastoral 
ministry,  including  time  spent  in 
one-on-one  counseling. 

The  goal  should  be  to  promote  ex¬ 
plicit  accountability  and  to  minimize 
the  number  of  settings  in  which  inap¬ 
propriate  behavior  can  go  undetect¬ 
ed.  For  example,  physicians  have 
long  followed  the  pattern  of  having  a 
third  person  in  the  room  when  a  phy¬ 
sician  is  examining  a  patient  of  the 
opposite  sex. 

The  troubles  facing  our  Roman 
Catholic  brothers  and  sisters  regard¬ 
ing  clergy  sexual  misconduct  provide 
the  opportunity  for  us  all  to  deal 
openly  and  prayerfully  with  a  prob¬ 
lem  too  long  concealed  behind  closed 
doors. 


I've  found  that  a  mustard  seed 
really  could  move  a  mountain 


By  JOHN  CARTER 

I  am  1 1  years  old.  I  am  in  the 
sixth  grade  at  school,  but  I  also  go  to 
a  local  university  and  take  calculus 
with  analytical  geometry  and  phys¬ 
ics.  Next  semester  I  am  going  to  be 
attending  the  university  full  time. 

Recently  during  Sunday  school 
at  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  where  my  father  is  the  pas¬ 
tor,  my  Sunday  school  teacher 
Steve  Sheneman  asked  my  brother 
to  read  Matthew  17:20.  Jesus’  dis¬ 
ciples  had  gone  to  Jesus  to  ask  him 
why  he  was  able  to  drive  a  demon 
out  of  a  little  boy  when  the  disci¬ 
ples  had  failed.  Verse  20  was  Je¬ 
sus'  response: 

Enough  faith 

"It  was  because  you  do  not  have 
enough  faith,”  answered  Jesus.  “I 
assure  you  that  if  you  have  faith  as 
big  as  a  mustard  seed,  you  can  say 
to  this  hill,  ‘Go  from  here  to 
there!’  and  it  will  go.  You  could  do 
anything!"  (Today’s  English 
Abridged  version). 

After  Sunday  school  I  kept 
thinking  about  the  verse,  because 
it  occurred  to  me  that  Jesus  was 
right  in  more  ways  than  one. 

A  mustard  seed  is  very  tiny  so 
he  was  saying  that  even  if  you  just 


My  Witness 


John  Carter  is  a 
member  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist 
Church ,  Marshall , 
Texas  (Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


have  a  tiny  bit  of  faith  you  can 
work  miracles.  But  I  think  he  was 
also  saying  that  even  though  a 
mustard  seed  is  tiny,  if  you  could 
turn  the  mass  of  a  mustard  seed 
into  energy,  it  really  could  move  a 
hill.  For  instance: 

If  you  had  a  mustard  seed  of  radi¬ 
us  .0014  meters,  then  its  volume, 
equal  to  4/3  x  pi  x  r3,  would  be 
about  1.177  x  KM  cubic  meters. 

If  you  were  to  assume  that  the 
density  of  a  mustard  seed  were  equal 
to  water’s,  it  would  be  1,000  kilo¬ 
grams  per  cubic  meter. 

Therefore  the  mass  would  be 
equal  to  the  density  times  the  vol¬ 
ume,  or,  1.177  x  KM  kilograms. 

The  Theory  of  Relativity  states 
that  mass  can  be  converted  into  en¬ 
ergy  and  that  the  total  energy  is 
equal  to  me3.  So  the  energy  of  a 


mustard  seed  can  be  computed  as 
1.06  x  1013  Joules. 

If  a  certain  amount  of  energy  is 
used  to  lift  something,  the  height 
which  it  can  be  lifted  is  equal  to  the 
energy  divided  by  the  weight  of  the 
object  lifted. 

Israel  hills  the  model 

I  estimated  that  the  hill  which  I 
wanted  the  mustard  seed  to  lift 
would  be  20  miles  long,  3A  of  a 
mile  high  and  a  perfect  elliptical 
shape  for  two  reasons:  Most  of  the 
mountain  ranges  in  Israel  are  close 
to  that  size,  and  this  size  made  it 
much  easier  to  calculate. 

1  assumed  that,  for  my  calcula¬ 
tion,  the  density  of  the  hill  would 
be  one  pound  for  every  three  cups 
of  dirt.  From  this,  I  computed  the 
weight  of  the  hill  to  be  1.13  x  1013 
Newtons. 

Now  that  I  had  the  energy  to  be 
used  and  the  weight  which  had  to 
be  lifted,  I  calculated  that  the 
mountain  could  be  lifted  into  the 
air  a  distance  equal  to  the  energy 
of  the  mustard  seed  divided  by  the 
weight  of  the  mountain. 

This  means  that  one  mustard 
seed  could  lift  a  gigantic  hill  into 
the  air  about  three  feet.  Samson 
couldn't  even  do  that! 


I'm  dismayed  by  'pro-life'  threats 


I  read  with  dismay  the  article  by 
Diane  Huie  Balay  regarding  Dr.  Nor¬ 
man  Tompkins,  and  the  related  arti¬ 
cle  titled  “Protest  group  hopes  to 
‘save’  physician”  (see  UMR,  June  25). 

As  a  Christian  who  is  pro-life  I 
speak  against  the  abortions  of  chil¬ 
dren  yet  to  be  bom,  as  well  as  against 
violence  and  threats  of  violence 
against  those  who  perform  abortions 
and  their  families.  One  cannot  be  pro¬ 
life  while  threatening  the  life  of  anoth¬ 
er,  whether  that  life  be  of  a  child  yet 
to  be  bom,  or  of  “a  tall,  white-haired 
physician"  from  Dallas. 

I  agree  with  Tom  Cyr  that  Dr. 
Tompkins  “has  a  chance  to  be 
‘saved’ .”  We  all  do,  thanks  to  the 


United  Methodism  is  alive  in  New  York  City 


By  WILSON  T.  BOOTS 

During  the  debate  regarding  pos¬ 
sible  relocation  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  offices  from  New  York 
City,  the  vigor  and  effectiveness  of 
our  church’s  witness  to  the  Gospel 
in  New  York  has  been  called  into 
question  by  some  critics. 

While  a  study  for  a  possible  new 
headquarters  site  for  the  board  goes 
on  over  the  next  three  years,  it’s  im¬ 
portant  to  take  stock  of  the  realities 
of  United  Methodism  in  New  York. 

Consider  the  following: 


New  Churches:  Eleven  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  have 
been  developed  within  the  past  four 
years  in  New  York  City.  These 
churches  throughout  the  five  bor¬ 
oughs  reflect  the  rich  diversity  of 
new  peoples  coming  to  the  city 
from  other  states  and  countries. 

Net  Growth:  During  recent  years 
a  net  growth  in  church  membership 
in  New  York  has  reflected  a  re¬ 
markable  surge  of  new  vitality  and 
evangelistic  outreach  among  United 
Methodists.  There  are  125  churches 
within  the  five  boroughs  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  United  Meth- 


NEW  YORK— )ohn 
Street  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  consid¬ 
ered  one  of  the 
"mother  churches" 
of  American  Method¬ 
ism,  symbolizes  the  - 


heritage  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church 
in  New  York  City  that 
is  still  active  today. 
Among  the  church's 
activities  are  125 
congregations  in  the 
city's  five  boroughs, 
four  major  new 
church  buildlings, 
multicultural  clergy 
and  membership  and 
corresponding  lan¬ 
guage  diversity. 


odists  living  and  witnessing  in  the 
greater  New  York  City  area. 

New  Buildings:  Four  major  new 
church  buildings  have  been  con¬ 
structed  in  the  past  four  years. 
Among  them,  Grace  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Manhattan  has 
been  featured  in  “The  New  York 
Times.”  This  10-story  building  not 
only  houses  Spanish  language  and 
English  language  congregations  but 
also  provides  68  apartment  units, 
largely  for  low-income  persons. 

Inclusive  Christian  Community  :  A 
beautiful  mosaic  of  God’s  people  is 
reflected  in  the  laity  and  clergy  of 
United  Methodism  in  New  York 
City.  Some  122  full-time  pastors  in¬ 
clude  42  African-American,  33 
Caucasian.  29  Asian  and  18  His¬ 
panic,  with  a  strong  lay  leadership 
who  are  indeed  a  rainbow  people  of 
God.  The  energies  for  life  in  Christ 
and  new  missional  outreach  that 
flow  from  this  multi-ethnic  and 
multicultural  people  of  God  are  a 
vibrant  witness  to  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  New  York  City. 

Language  diversity:  Worship  ser¬ 
vices  each  Sunday  are  conducted  in 
seven  languages.  In  one  parish  four 
different  language  congregations 
worship  simultaneously  with  mem¬ 
bership  from  some  38  nations. 
Combined  services  for  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  give  eloquent  witness  to 
oneness  in  Christ. 

New  York  is  in  a  special  way  the 
crossroads  of  the  world  and  is  a  cru¬ 
cible  in  which  faithful  witness  to 
God’s  love  in  Jesus  Christ  is  tested. 
United  Methodist  witness  in  New 
York  is  vital  and  alive,  committed 
to  faithful  witness  to  Christ  in  this 


Here  I  Stand 


graciousness  of  our  God  through  Je¬ 
sus.  That  includes  those  practicing 
abortions.  Let  us  pray  for  them,  and 
not  threaten  them  or  worse. 

Douglas  A.  Williams 
Maple  Park,  Illinois 

All  should  tithe 

1  appreciated  the  three  points  of 
your  June  1 1  editorial  and  agreed 
with  each.  But  I  was  a  bit  taken 
aback  with  the  last  sentence  of  the 
next  to  last  paragraph. 

I  believe  God  asks  us  to  tithe  on  all 
that  God  has  given  us.  It  is  true  that 
some  haven't  been  blessed  financial¬ 
ly.  That  may  restrict  their  financial 
tithe,  but  it  doesn’t  remove  it.  In  the 
same  manner,  those  who  have  been 
blessed  financially  are  to  tithe  finan¬ 
cially  as  well  as  time  and  talents. 

Peter  Wehrly 
Hannibal,  Missouri 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Tithe  no  standard 

“Can  a  tithe  ever  go  into  bank¬ 
ruptcy?”  (see  UMR,  June  11)  is  a 
good  editorial — for  people  capable 
of  scraping  up  $13,450  for  their 
church  just  before  bankruptcy,  and 
their  lawyers. 

.Virtually  all  institutions  today 
must  use  money  as  a  medium  of  ex¬ 
change.  It  is  often  extolled  from  the 
pulpit  that  tithing  is  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  standard  of  giving.  In  fact, 
there  is  no  commandment  or  empha¬ 
sis  in  the  New  Testament  to  tithe. 

Herbert  Jack  Hart 
Houston,  Texas 


The  Rev.  Wilson 
T.  Boots,  former 
director  of  the 
New  York  Annual 
Conference  coun¬ 
cil  on  ministries,  is 
a  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  in 
Cochabamba,  Bo¬ 
livia. 
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microcosm  of  world  community. 

We  appeal  to  United  Methodist 
brothers  and  sisters  in  other  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Christian  witness  to  join 
with  us  in  affirming  the  reality  of 
God’s  Spirit  at  work  with  power  in 
New  York  City. 

What  others 
are  saying 

“. . .  Unless  we  are  all  drawn  to¬ 
ward  something  larger  than  our¬ 
selves — toward  the  One  who  calls 
us  toward  praise,  love,  community 
and  justice — we  will  be  preoccupied 
by  petty  battles. . . .” 

— Worship  authority  Ruth  C.  Duck, 
writing  in  “Christian  Century.” 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  prayer  of  faith  will  save  the 
sick,  and  the  Lord  will  raise  them 
up;  and  anyone  who  has  committed 
sins  will  be  forgiven.”  (NRSV) 
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Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Janies  3:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  1 1 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 1 9: 1 05- 1 1 2 
Monday:  Psalms  25 
Tuesday:  Genesis  25:19-27 
Wednesday:  Genesis  25:28-34 
Thursday:  Romans  8:1-11 
Friday:  Matthew  13:1-9 
Saturday:  Matthew  13:18-23 


Transform  your 
church! 

Disciple 


"Our  people  have  responded  enthusiastically 
to  this  wonderful  in-depth  Bible  study.  I 
would  like  to  see  every  member  of  the 
church  complete  both  DISCIPLE  I  and  II. 

Our  church  would  be  transformed!  Our 
world  would  be  impacted  for  Christ!" 

— B.  Michael  Watson 


Mobile,  Alabama 


DISCIPLE  changes 
lives  and  changes 
churches!  New  Second 
Edition  resources 
include  ten  completely 
new  video  presen¬ 
tations,  expanded 
study  helps,  and  a  new 
Implementation 
Resource  to  help  you 
get  started! 

Prepare  for  leading  a 
new  group  this  autumn 
by  attending  the 
DISCIPLE  training 
session  nearest  you! 


Fall  1993  Training 
Seminars 

Columbus,  OH  (FULL) 
Indianapolis,  IN 
Atlanta,  GA  (FULL) 
Houston,  TX 


•July  13-15 
‘July  20-22 
July  29-31 
‘August  5-7 
‘August  19-21 
September  7-9 
‘September  16-18 
September  23-25 
‘October  11-13 
‘October  19-21 


Richmond,  VA 
Denver,  CO 
Lubbock,  TX 
Atlanta,  GA  (B) 
Bozeman,  MT 
Binghamton,  NY 


For  more  information,  call 
1-800-672-1789,  or  write: 
Cokesbury  Seminars,  Attn: 
Wini  Grizzle,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0801. 


Cokesbury 


OA-1 710-3  *  Training  seminars  indicated  by  an  asterisk  are  conference-sponsored. 
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VICTORY'  CLAIMED:  a  seven  -year 
boycott  to  persuade  General  Electric  to  cease 
manufacturing  nuclear  weapons  systems  has 
ended  in  what  United  Methodist  peace  advo¬ 
cates  consider  a  victory.  The  Rev.  George  D. 
McClain,  director  of  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action,  said  the  boycott  ended  when 
General  Electric  closed  the  sale  of  its  aerospace 
division  to  Martin  Marietta  Corp.  Mr.  McClain 
expressed  appreciation  to  United  Methodists 
who  participated  in  the  effort  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  role  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions,  which  divested  itself  of  $23  million  in 
GE  stock. 

'NEW'  EVANGELISM:  Three  United 

Methodists  will  speak  at  an  evangelism  work¬ 
shop  preceding  the  General  Assembly/Synod  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  July  15-20  in  St. 
Louis.  Speaking  at  “New  ’93”  will  be  the  Revs. 
Maxie  D.  Dunnam  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Jenny  Jackson-Ad- 
ams  of  Momingside  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Americus,  Ga.,  and  Rodney  T.  Smothers  of 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

BOMBING  CRITICIZED:  The  top  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  United  Methodist  social-action 
agency  says  he  opposes  the  June  26  bombing  of 
Iraqi  Intelligence  Service  headquarters  in  Bagh¬ 
dad.  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  objected  to  “making  violence  the  first 
response  to  international  disputes.”  He  quoted 
the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles,  which 
say  that  “war  is  incompatible  with  the  teachings 
and  example  of  Christ”  and  that  “the  first  mor¬ 
al  duty  of  all  nations  is  to  resolve  by  peaceful 
means  every  dispute  that  arises  between  or 
among  them.” 

RECOGNIZE  THEIR  RIGHTS:  The 

World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women  wants 
the  rights  of  women  and  children  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia  recognized.  In  a  statement  from  fed¬ 
eration  president  Edith  Loane  of  Dublin,  Ire¬ 
land,  the  organization  expressed  deep  concern 
especially  for  the  women  and  children  of  Bosnia 
who  reportedly  have  been  subjected  to  repeated 
and  documented  rape,  violence,  loss  of  liberty 
and  self-respect.  The  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women  represents  7  million  women 
in  some  70  countries. 

COATS  FOR  ARMENIA:  As  summer 

slips  away  in  Armenia  and  other  parts  of  the 
former  Soviet  Union,  refugees  and  civilians  fear 
freezing  temperatures  without  fuel,  coats,  blan¬ 
kets  or  other  winter  necessities.  During  the  next 
three  months,  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  is  asking  church  members  to  donate  at 
least  100,000  winter  coats.  UMCOR  will  coor¬ 
dinate  the  delivery  through  the  Armenian  Apos¬ 
tolic  Orthodox  Church.  Coats  of  all  sizes  for 
children  and  adults  should  be  shipped,  along 
with  $5  per  coat  to  cover  shipping  costs,  to  the 
Service  Center,  500  Main  St.,  New  Windsor, 
MD  21776,  no  later  than  Oct.  1.  Monetary  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  coat  project  may  be  made 
through  the  Advance,  No.  250225-8. 


British  Methodists  divided  over  sexuality 


By  AUSTIN  CARLEY 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

DERBY,  England  —  British 
Methodists,  struggling  like  their 
American  spiritual  cousins  with 
how  the  church  should  relate  to 
homosexual  people,  last  week 
voted  that  sexual  orientation 
alone  is  not  grounds  to  bar  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  church. 

Delegates  to  the  250th  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  voted  521  to  29 
for  a  resolution  which  states:  “A 
person  shall  not  be  debarred 
from  the  church  on  the  grounds 
of  sexual  orientation  itself.” 

At  the  same  time,  however, 
delegates  upheld  traditional  sex¬ 


ual  morality. 

Delegates  voted  538  to  19  in 
favor  of  a  resolution  that  con¬ 
demned  “all  practices  of  sexual¬ 
ity  which  are  promiscuous, 
exploitative  or  demeaning”  as 
being  “unacceptable  forms  of  be¬ 
havior  [that]  contradict  God’s 
purposes  for  us  all.” 

A  much  more  narrow  mar¬ 
gin — 293  to  250 — supported  the 
church’s  traditional  teaching  on 
human  sexuality,  namely  “chasti¬ 
ty  for  all  outside  marriage  and  fi¬ 
delity  within  it.” 

Many  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  at  the  compromise  results. 

The  Rev.  Neil  Waterhouse  of 


London,  who  had  campaigned  for 
the  ordination  of  homosexual  peo¬ 
ple,  said  the  narrow  victory  for  the 
church’s  traditional  stance  on  sex¬ 
ual  morality  arose  from  fear. 

However,  he  described  the 
vote  affirming  homosexual  peo¬ 
ple  as  church  members  as  cause 
for  rejoicing. 

The  Rev.  Jill  Bowden,  who 
served  on  the  British  Methodists' 
human  sexuality  study  commis¬ 
sion,  said  the  experience  per¬ 
suaded  her  that  the  church  has 
much  farther  to  go  in  its  thinking 
on  sexual  ethics. 

"We  were  made  vividly  aware 
of  a  battered  community  who 


feel  their  place  in  the  body  of 
Christ  is  threatened  [and  also]  of 
people  deeply  shocked  by  the 
idea  of  gay  Christians,”  Ms. 
Bowden  said.  “We  have  to  hold 
these  two  groups  together." 

The  task  of  leading  Britain’s 
500,000  Methodists  now  falls  to 
the  Rev.  Brian  E.  Beck,  a  noted 
scholar  who  was  elected  to  a  one- 
year  term  as  president  of  the 
British  Methodist  Church. 

Prior  to  the  conference.  Dr. 
Beck  had  joined  with  outgoing 
president,  the  Rev.  Kathleen 
Richardson,  to  issue  an  unprece¬ 
dented  joint  appeal  for  unity  of 
the  church  in  the  face  of  the 


then-pending  vote  on  the  human 
sexuality  study. 

In  the  June  17  issue  of  the 
"Methodist  Recorder,"  the  British 
church  newspaper,  the  pair  wrote: 

“The  test  of  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  is  not  whether  we  can  be  to¬ 
gether  when  all  are  agreed  but 
whether  our  love  for  Christ  can 
hold  us  together  when  deep  dif¬ 
ferences  of  belief  would  drive  us 
apart.  .  .  .  Only  by  staying  togeth¬ 
er  and  accepting  each  other  in 
love  can  we  continue  the  discus¬ 
sion,  learn  from  one  another  and 
eventually,  by  the  grace  of  God. 
come  to  a  common  mind.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  MIKE  CFEMENTS 


Church's  windows  shine  with  African-American  faith,  history,  culture 


Significant  figures  and  events  in  the  life  of  the  African-American  church  are  de¬ 
picted  in  stained  glass  windows  adorning  the  nearly-completed  sanctuary  of  St. 
Luke  "Community"  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas.  Artist  Laura  Jean  Lacy 
designed  51  windows.  She  told  the  Reporter  that  the  three  examples  above 
show:  (at  left)  the  Methodist  social  witness  against  slavery,  symbolized  by  ]ohn 


Wesley,  Harry  Hoosier  and  Richard  Allen;, (center)  the  church's  involvement  in 
the  various  marches  of  the  civil  rights  era,  especially  for  voting  rights;  (at  right) 
education  for  African-Americans,  symbolized  by  the  lamp  and  the  log  cabin 
school  held  by  Methodist  laywoman  Mary  McLeod  Bethune,  founder  of  Be- 
thune-Cookman  College  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 


Student's 
family  sues 
UM  college 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

BEREA,  Ohio — Parents  of  a 
student  killed  at  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  college  have  filed  a 
lawsuit  against  the  school  and 
the  denomination’s  panel  that 
evaluates  and  approves  church- 


related  schools,  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  100-year 
history,  the  church’s  University 
Senate  is  being  sued  along  with  the 
church  itself  and  Huston-Tillotson 
College  in  Austin,  Texas. 


The  25-member  University 
Senate  discussed  the  suit  during 
its  recent  semiannual  meeting. 

Mix  vs.  Huston-Tillotson,  et 
al.  was  filed  in  May  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  1991  stabbing 
death  of  Stevie  Mix,  then  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Huston-Tillotson. 


A  suspect,  also  a  student,  has 
been  charged,  tried  and  acquitted 
of  killing  Mr.  Mix,  according  to 
Kent  Weeks,  attorney  for  several 
United  Methodist  agencies. 

The  suit  by  Mr.  Mix’s  family 
claims  wrongful  death,  negligence 
and  breach  of  trust . 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 


Helping  to  Build  Churches 

Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

4.80% 

1  year  tenn 

$100 

3.00% 

Flexible 

$100 

2.50% 

VrRates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  ofterings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 


Church  leaders  hasten 


From  staff  and  wire  reports 

An  historic  10-hour  meeting  June 
23  of  leaders  of  two  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca’s  major  black  political  parties 
has  been  described  by  the  presiding 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  as  a  day  that  “has 
brought  hope  for  the  nation.’’ 

Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba  of 
Durban,  South  Africa,  gave  high 
marks  to  the  meeting  of  top  leaders 
of  the  African  National  Congress 
and  the  Inkatha  Freedom  Party. 

A  deadly  rivalry  between  the  two 
parties  has  resulted  in  the  deaths  of 
thousands  of  South  Africans  and  a 
regional  climate  of  fear. 

The  African  National  Congress 
and  the  Inkatha  Freedom  Party  have 
been  engaged  in  discussions  aimed  at 
setting  up  the  meeting  for  at  least  six 
months  (see  UMR,  June  1 1). 

However,  church  leaders  acted  as 
catalysts  to  speed  up  preparations 
after  both  Chief  Mangosuthu  Buth- 
elezi.  president  of  the  Inkatha  Free¬ 
dom  Party,  and  Nelson  Mandela 


Methodist  Bishop  Stanley  Mo¬ 
goba  (above  left)  and  Angli¬ 
can  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu  (above  right)  brought  to¬ 
gether  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  leader  Nelson  Mandela 
(at  left  in  large  photo)  and 
Zulu  Chief  Mangosuthu  Buth- 
elezi  of  the  Inkatha  Party  (at 
right  in  large  photo). 

president  of  the  African  National 
Congress,  accepted  an  invitation  to 
meet  issued  by  Archbishop  Des¬ 
mond  Tutu  in  June. 

Mr.  Mandela  and  Mr.  Buthelezi, 
former  colleagues  in  the  struggle 
against  apartheid,  had  not  spoken 


Court  backs  new  Bolivia  bishop 


UniteFl  Methodist  News  Service 

A  ruling  by  Bolivia's  Supreme 
Court  has  upheld  the  Methodist 
Church's  election  of  Bishop  Za- 
carias  Mamani,  and  affirmed  the 
process  by  which  the  church 
names  its  own  head. 

The  court’s  ruling,  announced 
June  23,  disallowed  former  Bish¬ 
op  Carlos  Huacani’s  claim  to  be 
bishop  and  legal  representative 
of  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  in  Bolivia.  The  court  is 
expected  to  rule  later  on  a  sepa¬ 
rate  legal  action  concerning 
claims  on  church  property. 

The  court’s  decision  was  wel¬ 


comed  by  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
(Oklahoma  Area),  president  of  the 
World  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  which  has  close  ties  with  the 
Bolivian  church. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  high 
court  ruling.  Bishop  Solomon  said 
United  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  should  help  Bolivian 
Methodists  reconcile  “the  tragedy 
of  this  division  with  the  reconcil¬ 
ing  spirit  of  Jesus.” 

“Now  is  the  time  for  United 
Methodists  to  demonstrate  our 
unity  in  behalf  of  the  Bolivian 
church  and  Christ's  mission  in 
Bolivia,  Bishop  Solomon  said. 


South  African  summit 


to  one  another  since  January  1991. 

The  impetus  for  the  invitation 
came  June  5  when  the  archbishop 
met  Mr.  Buthelezi — an  Anglican — 
at  the  consecration,  of  a  new  Angli¬ 
can  bishop  of  Zululand. 

The  following  day  Archbishop 
Tutu  met  Mr.  Mandela — a  Method¬ 
ist — at  the  unveiling  of  a  new  statue 
of  Mahatma  Gandhi  and  invited  the 
two  men  to  meet. 

At  a  press  conference  after  the 
meeting.  Bishop  Mogoba  said  that  a 
tangible  reconciliation  was  achieved 
and  that  it  augured  well  for  the  future. 
He  emphatically  rejected  the  impres¬ 
sion  being  given  in  some  press  reports 
that  the  talks  had  been  a  failure. 

“Simply  to  have  brought  the  two 
men  face  to  face  is  an  achieve¬ 
ment,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Mogoba  described  how 
the  meeting  came  after  weeks  of  in¬ 
tense  diplomatic  exchanges  and 
meetings  between  the  church  lead¬ 
ers  and  the  political  parties. 

Even  its  location  was  Finalized 
only  36  hours  before  it  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin.  Bishop  Mogoba  and 


Archbishop  Tutu  served  as  co- 
chairs  of  the  meeting. 

While  conceding  that  much  work 
remains  between  the  two  parties. 
Bishop  Mogoba  emphasized  the  im¬ 
portance  of  common  ground  that  had 
been  found.  He  expressed  gratifica¬ 
tion  at  the  two  political  leaders’  call 
for  strengthening  the  National  Peace 
Accord,  of  which  the  bishop  is  vice 
chairman  (see  UMR,  June  25.) 

Another  breakthrough  was 
acheived  when  both  leaders  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  two  parties'  “right  to  exist 
and  (need  to)  cooperate  in  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  new  society.” 

A  hot  line  between  Mr.  Mandela 
and  Mr.  Buthelezi  was  established  to 
deal  with  conflict  flashpoints  that 
may  arise.  Bishop  Mogoba  reported. 

Although  Mr.  Buthelezi  did  not  en¬ 
dorse  the  April  1994  election  date  for 
an  interracial  government,  both  par¬ 
ties  pledged  to  set  up  bi-lateral  talks 
at  constitutional  negotiations  con¬ 
cerning  the  devolution  of  power. 

Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  contributed  to  this  report. 
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= connections 

NEW  WRITING  POST:  Suzanne  Calvin, 

who  served  13  years  as  editor  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  will  relinquish  that  job  this 
month.  The  “Rocky  Mountain  News”  serves 
United  Methodists  in  Colorado  and  Utah.  Ms. 
Calvin  is  leaving  the  newspaper  to  become  full¬ 
time  public  information  officer  with  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver.  She  has  worked  both  jobs  part  time. 

CARTOONIST  HONORED:  The  As- 

sociation  of  American  Editorial  Artists  has  hon¬ 
ored  Dani  Aguila,  art  director  for  United 
Methodist  Communications,  with  its  “Inkbot- 
tle”  award.  Mr.  Aguila  was  recognized  for  his 
art  and  photography  and  for  contributing  regu¬ 
lar  editorial  cartoons  to  two  weekly  newspapers, 
the  “Filipino  Reporter”  in  New  York  and  the 
“Filipino  Monitor”  in  San  Francisco.  Mr. 
Aguila  is  the  First  Filipino-American  member  of 
the  professional  organization. 

SCHOLARLY  AGREEMENT:  United 

Methodist-related  Oklahoma  City  University 
has  signed  an  agreement  promoting  scientific, 
educational  and  cultural  exchange  with  Moscow 
State  University  at  Ulyanovsk,  Russia.  The 
agreement,  signed  last  month  by  presidents  of 
both  universities,  calls  for  faculty  and  student  ex¬ 
change  and  commits  the  Oklahoma  school  to  pro¬ 
vide  business  seminars  on  various  topics  at  the 
Moscow  university.  The  two  parties  have  agreed 
to  develop  a  Russian-American  college  in  Ulya¬ 
novsk  under  auspices  of  both  universities,  accord¬ 
ing  to  OCU  president  Jerald  Walker. 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  ON  CAMPUS:  a 

200-member  forum  of  United  Methodist  college 
students  called  for  a  campus  ministry-led  study 
of  homosexuality  and  increased  openness  to  gay 
and  lesbian  students  during  a  recent  student 
gathering  in  Jackson,  Miss.  The  214  delegates 
from  48  of  the  church’s  71  annual  (regional) 
conferences  passed  resolutions  calling  for  more 
church-led  studies  on  diversity  and  human 
rights,  including  student-sponsored  studies  on 
Christianity  and  homosexuality.  Delegates  to 
this  fifth  annual  Student  Forum,  sponsored  by 
the  denomination-wide  campus  ministry  unit, 
celebrated  church  efforts  to  reclaim  young 
adults  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

LIFE  MEMBER:  The  Rev.  Noel  D.  Osborn, 
an  Old  Testament  instructor  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  has  been  named  an  honorary  life 
member  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  Dr.  Os¬ 
born  was  a  translation  consultant  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Bible  Societies  for  23  years  in  the  Philippines 
before  his  retirement  in  1991.  Prior  to  his  Bible 
society  work  he  served  as  a  missionary  in  that 
country  for  13  years.  Since  his  retirement,  Dr. 
Osbom  and  his  wife,  Edna,  have  spoken  about 
Bible  societies  work  and  what  it  means  to  trans¬ 
late  scripture  in  a  person’s  mother  tongue. 

IT  S  YOUR  GOVERNMENT:  Regis¬ 
ter  Citizen  Opinion  1993,”  a  guide  to  accessing 
the  three  branches  of  the  U.S.  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  has  been  produced  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  A 
state-by-state  congressional  directory  listing 
each  senator  and  representative’s  denomination 
and  committee  assignments  occupies  much  of 
the  52-page  booklet.  Also  listed  are  members  of 
the  new  cabinet  and  Supreme  Court  justices. 
The  publication  may  be  ordered  for  75  cents 
each  from  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  Service  Department,  1 00 
Maryland  Ave.  NE,  Washington,  DC  20002. 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  DON  R.  IOCHER 

SANTA  BARBARA,  Calif. — In  his  garage  workshop  Don  R. 
Locher  works  on  a  cross  for  the  sanctuary  of  Norlhridge 
(Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church. 


'Liturgical  woodcarver' 
crafts  symbols  of  faith 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Don  R.  Locher  likes 
few  things  better  than  a  fresh 
piece  of  wood. 

He  turns  it  into  church  symbols. 

A  self-identified  “liturgical 
woodcarver,”  he  was  until  1992 
superintendent  of  the  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara  District  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference.  Now  he  has  two  dis¬ 
similar  positions. 

Three  days  a  week  he  responds 
to  immediate  needs  such  as  hun¬ 
ger  and  homelessness  as  executive 
director  of  the  Ecumenical  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Pasadena  Area  Churches. 

The  other  two  days  each  week 
he  tries  to  find  long-term  solutions 
to  social  ills  like  hunger  and  home¬ 
lessness  as  special  assistant  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  Edgar,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist-related 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont. 

Mr.  Locher  also  serves  on  the 
1993-96  General  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference. 

But  the  woodcarver  role  is  the 
one  he  likes  best. 

“I've  been  carving  symbols  for 
40  years,”  Mr.  Locher  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “One  Christmas  I  made  re¬ 
ligious  symbols  as  gifts  for  all 
pastors  in  my  district. 

“I  just  feel  that  the  liturgical  arts 
in  our  church  have  been  neglected. 
Many  churches  have  something — 


something — especially  crosses 
above  altars — that  somebody  did 
a  long  time  ago  and  now  they’re 
not  proportional  and  they’re  so 
plain.  Boring!” 

“Boring”  is  not  an  adjective 
that  could  be  readily  applied  to 
Mr.  Locher's  often  intricate  work. 

Draws  upon  symbolism 

He  said  he  draws  upon  centuries 
of  Christian  symbolism,  especially 
in  crosses,  to  create  carvings  that 
harmonize  with  their  surroundings 
while  allowing  observers  to  invest 
the  symbols’  themselves  with  their 
own  meaning. 

“Symbols  are  so  important  to 
faith,”  Mr.  Locher  stressed. 
“People  need  something  that  will 
capture  their  imagination.” 

For  instance,  one  recent  cre¬ 
ation  was  a  10-by-20-foot  Jerusa¬ 
lem  cross  for  the  new  sanctuary  of 
Northridge  (Calif.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  In  addition  to  ful¬ 
filling  the  central  design,  he  carved 
50  miniature  Jerusalem  crosses 
into  the  arms  of  the  main  cross. 

Another  work  under  way  for 
Northridge  UMC  is  a  set  of  door 
carvings  that  will  depict  the  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  theological  method 
known  as  the  Wesleyan  Quadrilat¬ 
eral:  Scripture  (represented  by  the 
Bible),  tradition  (a  ship  to  connote 
the  church),  reason  (a  microscope) 
and  experience  (the  dove  of  the 


Holy  Spirit). 

“That'll  not  only  be  an  interest¬ 
ing  carving,  it  will  be  a  learning 
experience  for  new  membership 
classes,”  he  said. 

The  design  has  been  so  well  re¬ 
ceived  that  other  congregations 
and  church  architects  are  commis¬ 
sioning  work  from  Mr.  Locher. 

Oak  and  walnut 

Mr.  Locher  said  he  works  pri¬ 
marily  in  oak  or  walnut,  using  a 
power  router  to  turn  out  his  de¬ 
signs.  Although  he  sometimes 
can  carve  smaller  pieces  in  a  day, 
larger  works  can  take  him  weeks. 
He  charges  only  for  the  cost  of 
the  materials,  he  said. 

He  has  another  project  on  tap: 
creating  a  workshop  in  his  new 
home  in  Sierra  Madre,  Calif.  He 
hopes  to  begin  replicating  a  work 
space  similar  to  what  he  built  in 
his  former  Chatsworth,  Calif., 
home.  There  he  worked  in  the 
glow  of  stained  glass  windows  to 
the  accompaniment  of  recorded 
Gregorian  chants. 

Mr.  Locher  said  when  he  re¬ 
tires  in  1995  he  intends  to  turn 
his  avocation  into  a  full-time  sec¬ 
ond  vocation. 

“I’ve  been  to  six  General  Con¬ 
ferences  and  I’ve  done  lots  of 
things  around  the  church,  but  this 
dimension  of  my  life  is  opening  up 
in  an  exciting  way,”  he  said. 


Mission  board  staffer  leads  ' double  life '  as  author 


By  BETTY  THOMPSON 

Brenda  Wikinson  leads  a  double  life. 

For  the  past  17  years  she  has  been  an 
employee  of  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New 
York. 

Starting  as  a  typist 
in  mission  education, 
she  now  is  an  execu¬ 
tive  in  the  board's 
World  Division  super¬ 
vising  support  staff  re¬ 
lationships. 

But  this  soft-spoken  Georgian  pursues 
another  career  after  hours.  Ms.  Wilkinson 
is  a  popular  writer  of  books  for  children 
and  young  people. 

She  spent  the  July  4  weekend  holiday  at 
United  Methodist-owned  Gulfside  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Waveland,  Miss.,  teaching  writing 
to  youngsters. 


This  is  the  second  time  she  has  been  a 
writer  in  residence  at  Gulfside.  Her  board- 
state  colleague,  Marian  Martin,  is  the  di¬ 
rector  there. 

How  does  working  with  the  mission 
agency  mix  with  being  an  author? 

Very  well,  said  Ms.  Wilkinson. 

A  member  of  St.  Stephens  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  Bronx,  N.Y.,  she  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  church  has  played  a  vital 
role  in  the  lives  of  black  people.  The  val¬ 
ues  of  Christianity  are  important  to  her 
and  are  reflected  in  her  work. 

“Definitely  Cool,”  her  latest  book,  has 
just  been  released  by  Scholastic  Press.  Rox¬ 
anne,  the  12-year-old  African-American 
heroine,  resides  in  a  New  York  housing 
project  with  her  divorced  mother.  Entering 
junior  high  school  for  her  first  year,  Rox¬ 
anne  must  travel  “up  the  hill”  to  Riverdale 
and  her  new  school. 

Through  Roxanne  and  her  peers,  Ms. 


Wilkinson  addresses  the  pain  and  frustra¬ 
tion  of  young  people  who  must  come  to 
terms  with  the  disparities  in  society. 

She  employs  contemporary  idioms  to 
tell  the  story  of  the  7th  grader  and  her 
struggle  to  find  friends  and  acceptance  in  a 
new  situation. 

Reviewers  have  praised  the  author’s 
ability  to  write  entertaining  yet  socially 
relevant  fiction. 

Ms.  Wilkinson  is  the  author  of  the 
much-praised  Ludell  series.  Her  first  novel 
was  a  National  Book  award  nominee.  It 
was  followed  by  “Ludell  and  Willie,”  and 
“Ludell’s  New  York  Time.”  The  series  is 
unusual  in  that  its  heroine  is  black.  Harper 
was  the  publisher. 

Like  her  heroine,  Ludell,  Brenda  Wil¬ 
kinson  grew  up  in  Waycross,  Ga.,  before 
the  civil  rights  era. 

She  moved  to  New  York  and  attended 
Hunter  College  briefly. 

Her  books  have  all  been  written  while 
she  held  full-time  employment  at  the  glob¬ 
al  mission  board  in  New  York. 

After  publication  of  her  first  book, 
Brenda  Wilkinson  had  the  honor  of  being 
celebrated  by  her  hometown. 

“Ironically,  the  event  took  place  in  the 
very  library  I  couldn’t  enter  as  a  child,” 
she  recalls. 

Race  relations  can  only  improve,  she 
says,  when  we  learn  more  about  one  an¬ 
other. 

“I  view  books  as  a  vehicle  towards  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  among  humankind.” 
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The  jacket  of  Brenda  Wilkinson's  lat¬ 
est  book,  "Definitely  Cool,"  depicts 
her  heroine,  Roxanne  Williams,  and 
Roxanne's  tag-along  friend,  Rolland. 

Ms.  Thompson  is  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York. 


UMC's  cable  show  may  cease 


“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  weekly  televi¬ 
sion  show  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  may  cease  production  in  1994. 

That  word  came  recently  from  Wilford 
Bane,  head  of  the  Public  Media  Division 
of  United  Methodist  Communications. 

Mr.  Bane  said  the  agency  plans  to 
tape  1 3  programs  to  add  to  its  library  of 


some  200  previously  taped  programs. 
Selected  ones  of  these  programs  will 
continue  to  air  on  VISN,  an  interfaith 
cablecast  programming  source. 

Most  people  surveyed  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  believe 
that  funds  used  for  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
could  be  better  used  to  boost  atten¬ 
dance  at  local  churches,  Mr.  Bane  said. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si.  15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  S15  additional  plus  add  S9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  wc  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  NEEDED  for 

large  church.  Must  have  excellent  computer  skills 
and  accounting  abilities.  Administrative  ability 
and  must  be  able  to  work  well  with  people.  Send 
resume  to.  Dr.  Justin  Tull.  First  United  Method¬ 
ist.  201  S.  Locust.  Denton.  TX  76201 . 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  FULL-TIME  Director 
of  Youth  Ministries.  Dwight  UMC.  Box  40. 
Dwight.  IL  60420.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  cx- 
pcricnce/training.  Resume  by  July  3 1 . 

EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministries.  Innovative,  organized,  enthusi¬ 
astic  for  3600-mcmbcr  church.  Active  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Benefits.  Diaconal  or  laity.  Application 
deadline  July  15  Resumes  to:  Manchester  UMC. 
Youth  Director  Search  Committee.  129  Woods 
Mill  Road.  Manchester.  MO  6301 1. 

MID-SIZE  CHURCH  SEEKING  MUSIC  Direc¬ 
tor  for  adult,  youth,  children  and  bell  choirs. 
Send  resume  to:  Staff-Parish  Ch..  Axe  Memorial 
UMC.  1700  W.  Kingsley.  Garland.  TX  75041. 

EULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  working  primarily  with  children  and 
youth  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  202  S.  Mam  Street.  Hamburg.  AR  71646 
or  call  (501 )  853-5417.  August  1  deadline. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR.  NW  TUCSON  (Methodist 
Church)  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a  part- 
time  director  to  develop  and  implement  a  music 
program  and  conduct  an  adult  choir.  Salary  based 

NEEDED'  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Education/ 
Youth  Ministry  Tennison  Memorial  UMC.  850  + 
members,  located  northeast  Texas.  College  gradu¬ 
ate  preferred-  If  interested,  contact:  Pastor.  Jesse 
Harris  (903)  572-534 1 .  or  mail  resume  to:  Box  967. 
Mt  Pleasant.  TX  75456-0967. 

#Z8I72.  P  O.  Box  26887.  Tucson.  AZ  85726  by 
July  1 5th. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  PART-TIME  Youth 
Director.  St.  John  United  Methodist  Church. 
References  required.  For  information,  contact 
church  office  at  (615)  892-2257. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  New 
position  for  growing  400-member  congregation 
north  of  Dallas.  Send  resume:  Grace  United 
Methodist.  2800  Canvon  Creek.  Sherman.  TX 
75090. 

DIRECTOR,  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  serving 
UCLA.  Multi-dimensional  campus  ministry  at  large 
urban  university.  Reconciling  campus  ministry. 
Qualities  of  successful  applicant:  campus  ministry 
experience,  understanding  of  contemporary  issues  in 
higher  education,  commitment  to  interfaith  and  ecu¬ 
menical  activities,  ability  to  effectively  work  with  di¬ 
verse  groups.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Letter  of  application,  resume  and  three  references 
to:  Veda  Veach,  Wesley  Search  Committee  Chair. 
900  Hilgard.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90024.  Application 
deadline  August  15th. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  DIRECTOR  OF 
Christian  Education  and  Youth.  Must  be  experi¬ 
enced.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  and  references 
to  Search  Committee.  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  3737  South  Peoria  Avenue.  Tulsa.  OK 
74105-3288  Would  consider  part-time  Director 
of  Christian  Education. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FAMILY  LIFE  Direc¬ 

tor  Director  needed  to  manage  Family  Life  Cen¬ 
ter  and  for  programming  events  with  the  Council 
on  Family  Ministries.  Bachelor's  degree  and  ex- 
pcricncc  in  directing  a  facility  preferred:  experi¬ 
ence  in  programming  events  needed.  For  job 
description  or  to  send  resume:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  First  United  Methodist  church.  805  E.  Den¬ 
man.  Lufkin.  TX  7  5901  Telephone:  (409) 
639-3141. 

INVITE  A  BIBLICAL  CATERER  to  your  church 
picnic  Hear  her  story  of  bread  and  fish.  Other 
guests  available.  Brochure.  Susan  Pcllowc,  425 
Surf  #2  14-R.  Chicago.  IL  60657.  (312)  248-5774. 

DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)696-7021  for  information. 

SOCIAL  WORKER  Major  national  religious  or¬ 
ganization  based  in  Manhattan  seeks  individual 
with  5-7  years  experience  in  social  work.  Individ¬ 
ual  will  be  responsible  for  managing  the  church's 
relationship  to  local  social  welfare  programs. 
Qualifications  required  are  masters'  degree  in  so¬ 
cial  work  or  related  field.  Experience  with  not- 
for-profit  national  organization  preferred. 
Minimum  of  3  years  managcrial/administrativc 
experience  and  tne  ability  to  travel  approximate¬ 
ly  60%  EOE.  Please  submit  your  resume  with 
cover  letter  indicating  salary  requirements  to: 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Department  of  Human  Re¬ 
sources.  Room  1476.  New  York.  NY  101 15. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  Direc¬ 
tor  (established  youth  program).  Growing  1500- 
member  church  in  college  town  near  skiing. 
Christian  education  degree  or  experience  re¬ 
quired  Salary  DOE.  Send  resume  to.  Reverend 
Bill  Sylskar.  First  UMC.  808  North  Monterey. 
Farmington.  NM  87401 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65.  week.  S525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1  138.  Wayncsvillc. 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507 

Lyricist-bishop  imitates  hero  Charles  Wesley 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

It  was  a  blistering  July  day  in 
1992.  In  a  cool  auditorium  on  the 
University  of  Nevada  at  Las  Vegas 
campus,  a  roaring  cheer  went  up. 

United  Methodist  delegates  at  the 
church’s  Western  Jurisdictional 
Conference  had  received  word  that, 
nearly  a  continent  away  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  delegates  had  just  elect¬ 
ed  the  church’s  first  Korean-Ameri- 
can  bishop.  Hae  Jong  Kim. 

Singing  for  joy 

Later  that  day,  an  excited  group 
of  Korean-American  delegates  took 
to  the  Las  Vegas  stage  to  sing  of 
their  joy.  They  chose  one  of  the  two 
hymns  in  the  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  Hymnal  which  were  translated 
from  Korean  by  the  same  Hae  Jong 
Kim,  now  Bishop  Kim. 

This  is  the  refrain: 

Reaching  far  as  earthly  eyes  can  see, 
reaching  far  as  humble  hands  can 
toil, 

Every  harvest  is  from  our  Lord; 

every  blessing  is  from  our  God. 
Praise  for  the  harvest,  thanks  to  our 


NAME  BADGES 

Ordc*  professional  durable,  colored  plastic,  custom  engraved  name 
badges  with  the  Methodist  Church's  logo,  your  name  and  church's 
name,  permanently  engraved  by  state  of  the  art  computer  for  only 
$3  95  per  badge  Minimum  order  of  5,  plus  $2  85  mailing  and  han- 
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Hae  )ong  Kim 

. .  .bishop  and  lyricist 

God. 


Praise  for  the  harvest,  give  praise  to 
God. 

United  Methodist  Hymnal,  #86 

Heard  at  Lincoln  Center 

The  bishop  is  not  only  a  transla¬ 
tor  of  hymn  lyrics.  He  is  a  poet  and 
a  lyricist  in  his  own  right.  His  work 
has  been  heard  in  one  of  the  na¬ 
tion's  top  performing  arts  centers, 
New  York's  Lincoln  Center. 

In  April  1991  Bishop  Kim’s  sym¬ 
phonic  poem  “Dream  on.  Dream 


on”  was  performed  by  chorus  and 
orchestra  at  the  Ethnic  Harmony 
Concert  at  Lincoln  Center. 

Bishop  Kim.  then  head  of  the 
Multi-Ethnic  Center  at  United 
Methodist-related  Drew  University 
in  Madison,  N.J.,  said  he  wrote  the 
hymn  in  honor  of  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  on  the  anniversary  of  Dr. 
King's  assassination. 

The  second  verse  of  the  three- 
verse  poems  reads: 

Hope  on.  hope  on.  Easter  people, 
Beyond  the  Cross,  a  dawn,  sunrise. 
Christ  our  peace,  broke  down  the 
barriers. 

Nations,  cultures,  and  of  race. 
Reconciling  us  to  God. 

Christ  made  us  one  human  race. 
Justice,  peace  and  liberation, 

Christ,  the  hope  for  humankind. 

Another  of  Bishop  Kim’s  poems, 
“Let  There  Be  Light,”  set  to  Jean 
Sibelius'  “Finlandia,”  was  also  per¬ 
formed  on  that  program. 

In  the  Lincoln  Center  stagebill. 
Bishop  Kim  wrote  that  “Let  There 
Be  Light”  comes  from  Genesis  1:3 
where  God  begins  the  Creation  by 
creating  light.  The  light  contains  the 
colors  of  the  rainbow,  the  biblical 
symbol  of  hope. 

Ethnic  harmony  symbol 

The  rainbow  becomes  a  symbol 
of  ethnic  harmony  and  hope  in 
Bishop  Kim’s  poem. 

In  the  final  verse,  he  writes: 


"Let  there  be  song"  in  melodies  of 
nations ; 

Let  us  all  dance,  in  each  ethnic 
rhythm. 

Let  us  unite,  in  Christ  the  light  to 
nations; 

In  whom  there  is  no  east,  west,  north 
or  south; 

Nor  black  or  white,  but  one  true 
rainbow  people; 

For  God  makes  all  things  new  and 
good  forever. 

Bishop  Kim  was  born  in  Korea. 
His  family  was  very  poor,  he  says, 
and  his  mother  held  many  church 
meetings  in  their  one-room  house. 

He  became  interested  in  poetry 
when  he  was  in  high  school  in  Ko¬ 
rea,  he  told  the  Reporter. 

Love  poems  to  his  wife  , 

He  wrote  many  poems  in  Korean, 
including  romantic  poems  to  Wha- 
Sei,  who  became  his  wife. 

As  he  delved  more  deeply  into  his 
spiritual  life,  he  wrote  quite  a  few 
poems  in  Korean  about  faith  and 
spiritual  matters,  he  said. 

When  he  came  to  the  ,  United 
States  and  got  involved  in  the 
church,  he  began  to  jot  down  his 
theological  ideas  and  tum  them  into 
poetry  or  texts  for  hymns  in  English. 

“I  am  a  lover  of  Charles  Wesley’s 
hymns,”  Bishop  Kim  continued,  “and 
how  Charles  Wesley  would  express 
his  theological  thoughts  in  hymns.” 

Then  he  added  with  a  small  laugh, 
“I  guess  I  try  to  imitate  him.” 
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Justiss  family  donates 
Conference  Center  room 

James  F.  Justiss  Jr.,  president  of  the  Justiss  Oil  Company  of  Jena, 
La.,  has  announced  a  $200,000  gift  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  campaign.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  said. 

The  Justiss  family,  long-time  United  Methodists,  made  the  decision 
to  contribute  at  a  recent  family  meeting. 

The  large  meeting  room  in  the  main  building  of  the  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  will  be  designated,  “The  Justiss  Room.”  It  will  be  a  memorial  to 
several  members  of  the  family. 

Work  progresses  at  site 
of  Center  at  Woodworth 


Work  is  progressing  at  the  site  of 
the  Conference  Center  on  the  400 
acres  near  Woodworth,  La.,  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  project  direc¬ 
tor,  said.  Designing  on  paper  and  fi¬ 
nancial  planning  are  also  underway. 

Volunteers,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  James  Poole,  chairman 
of  the  Volunteers  Committee,  and 
the  Rev.  Gerald  Morgan  are  busy 
clearing  the  area  where  buildings 
are  to  be  erected  and  getting  debris 
out  of  the  lake  area. 

A  foot  bridge  is  being  designed  to 
go  across  the  lake  and  will  be  built 
in  the  near  future  by  volunteers. 

“Architects  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Conference  Center  board  to 
prepare  the  working  drawings,  “ 
Williamson  said. 

Lake  and  dam 

Engineers  are  drawing  plans  for 
the  building  of  a  lake  and  a  dam. 
Construction  on  them  is  expected 
to  be  started  by  early  fall. 

Construction  on  buildings  is 
scheduled  to  begin  early  in  1994. 

Various  committees  being 


formed  will  have  responsibilities  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  building  the 
Conference  Center. 

One  of  those  is  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee  who  will  begin  meeting  with 
various  lending  institutions  to  se¬ 
cure  interim  and  permanent  financ¬ 
ing. 

Chapel  construction 

“One  of  the  exciting  parts  of  the 
endeavor  will  be  the  construction  of 
a  chapel,  “Williamson  said.  “This 
was  not  included  in  the  first  phase 
of  construction  because  of  limited 
finances  but  due  to  the  interest  of 
the  Cursillp  group  the  chapel  will 
become  a  reality.” 

Cursillo  is  busy  securing  commit¬ 
ments  to  underwrite  the  chapel. 

Landscaping,  also  not  included  in 
the  initial  $6  million,  will  be  ac¬ 
complished  with  funds  made  as  me¬ 
morials  including  those  to  Bishop 
Oden’s  father. 

Memorial  trees  will  also  be  plant¬ 
ed  in  memory  of  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  ministers. 


Team  effort 
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result  in  victory 

This  is  a  word  of  thanks.  We  are  expressing  this  to  all  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  only  because  we  had  some 
specific  roles  to  play  in  the  recent  successful  campaign  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  Fund  Drive. 

We  want  to  acknowledge  that  a  great  many  people  had  leadership 
roles  and  the  success  of  the  drive  was  due  to  a  team  effort. 

We  know  of  no  activity  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  which 
more  people,  lay  and  clergy,  participated  with  such  great  enthusiasm. 

As  this  column  is  written,  we  are  well  over  our  goal  of  $6  million  and 
more  is  coming  in.  We  are  grateful! 

Your  participation  in  purchasing  a  share,  whether  small  or  large,  is 
important.  It  is  equally  important  that  we  keep  our  minds  on  the  goals 
that  are  ahead  in  building  the  center.  If  you  have  not  made  a  pledge,  we 
want  you  to  make  a  pledge  or  a  contribution.  We  want  you  to  stay  in¬ 
volved  as  we  develop  plans  for  the  future.  We  need  your  continued  help. 

This  is  something  that  can  be  done  and  ought  to  be  done.  We  urge 
your  continued  participation. 

The  Conference  Center  belongs  to  each  of  us,  not  just  to  those  who 
have  the  privilege  of  signing  this  note  of  thanks.  It  is  the  future  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodists.  It  is  the  future  for  our  faith  and  our  activi¬ 
ties  as  a  part  of  the  church. 

Again,  our  thanks. 

MHU&C&n  /C 

William  Oden  Tq^Matheny 


Fred  Loy 


Luther  Iordan 


Some  churches  pledge  100%  or  more 

Some  churches  pledged  100  per  cent  or  more  to  the  Conference  Center  campaign.  Listed  by  districts, 
they  are  the  following; 


ACADIANA 

Briggs 

Calvary 

Clanton  Chapel 
Fitzgerald 
Franklin.  First 
Green  Chapel 
Jeanerctte.  St  Paul 
Krotz  Springs 
Lafayette.  First 
Louisiana  Memorial 
Lydia 
Mallalicu 
Mason 

Matthews.  Memorial 

McGowen 

Melville 

Mt.  Vernon 

Mt.  Zion 

Mt.  Zion 

Napoleonville,  Wesley 

New  Iberia,  First 

New  Roads 

New  Roads.  St  Paul 

Palmetto 

Pecan  Island 

Roscdale 

St.  Mark 

Thibodaux.  First 

Vachcric 

Walmsley 

Washington.  St  Paul 

Wesley 

Wiley 

Wilson  Memorial 
Woodlawn 


ALEXANDRIA 

Alexandria,  St.  Marks 

Asbury 

Bayou  Chicot 

Belah 

Beulah 

Boonevillc.  Wesley 
Campti.  First 
Campti.  St  Paul 
Cheneyvillc 
College  Avenue 
Haas  Memorial 
Fellowship 
Glenmora 
Horseshoe  Drive 
Lccompte 
Liberty  Chapel 
Marksvillc 
Marthavillc 
Mt.  Zion 

Natchitoches.  First 

Newman 

Oak  Grove 

Pincvillc.  First 

Pincvillc.  Wesley 

Pleasant  Grove 

Provencal 

Simmesport 

St.  Mark's,  Melder 

St.  Maurice 

Union 

Weaver 

Whiles  Chapel 

Wilton 

Winnfield.  First 


BATON  ROUGE 

Andrews  Chapel 
Asbury 
Baker.  First 
Baton  Rouge.  First 
Beech  Grove 
Bluff  Creek 
Broadmoor 
Camphor  Memorial 
Clear  Creek 
Clinton.  First 
Concord 
Deerford 

Donaldsonville,  First 
Donaldsonville,  St.  Peter 
Ethel 

Evangeline 
Francis  Asbury 
Genesis 
Greensburg 
Hartzell 

Hughes  Memorial 
Hurst  Chapel 
Ingleside 
Jackson 
Jackson  Chapel 
Jefferson 
Jordan 
Lejeune 

Maringouin.  St.  Peter 

Meadows  Chapel 

Moses  Chapel 

Mt.  Carmel 

Mt.  Zion 

Neely 

New  Hope 

Plaquemine,  First 

Pontchoula,  Wesley 

Port  Allen.  Scott 

Shiloh 

Slaughter 

St.  Andrew’s 

St.  Francisville 

St.  James,  Belle  Rose 

St.  John's 

St.  Luke 

St.  Mark 

St.  Paul,  Clinton 

St.  Paul 

St.  Peter 

Tunica 

University 

Zachary,  First 


LAKE  CHARLES 

Branch 

DcRiddcr.  First 
Dcquincy.  First 
Ebenezer 
Fairview 
Gucydan 
Holly  Grove 
Hornbcck 
lota 

Jennings.  First 
Jennings.  Trinity 
Kinder 

Lake  Charles,  First 
Lccsvillc,  First 
Mcrryvillc 
Oak  Park 
Oakdale 
Pine  Prairie 
Sulphur.  Henning 
Swcctlakc 

Vinton.  Welsh  Mem 


MONROE 

Crowvillc 
Gilbert 
Grayson 
Harrisonburg 
Holly  Ridge 
Lake  Providence 
Memorial,  Bastrop 
Mer  Rouge 
Rayville 
St  Andrew’s 
St  Joseph 
Tallulah 

W.  Monroe.  Asbury 

Wesley 

Wisner 

Woodlawn 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Bethany 
Felicity 
First  Street 
Gonzales.  St  Landry 
Grand  Isle 
Hahnville.  St  James 
Hartzell 
Laplace.  First 
Luting 

Lutchcr  Chapel 
Lutchcr.  First 
Messiah 
Munholland 
Parker  Memorial 
Ravnc  Memorial 
Ross 

St.  Luke's 
Williams 


NORTH  SHORE 

Aldcrsgatc 

Amite 

Bogalusa  ESM 
Bush 

Centenary 

Center 

Coopers  Chapel 
Darlington 
Day’s 
Fisher 
Friendship 
Greensburg 
Hammond,  First 
Harry's  Chapel 
Hartzell.  Mt.  Zion 
Independence 
James  Chapel 
Lee’s  Landing 
Live  Oak 
Livingston 
Lorangcr 
Mangum  Chapel 
Mary's  Chapel 
Montpelier 
Pine  Grove 
Pine  Ridge 
Ponchaioula.  First 
Roberts 
Slidell.  First 
St.  Luke 
Sun 

Talishcck 

Thirkicld 


Varnado 

Covington.  Wesley 
Greensburg.  Wesley 
Winan 

RUSTON 

Ansley 

Arizona 

Bernice 

Bethlehem 

Bienville 

Brushwood 

Centerpoint 

Choudranl 

Clay 

Dodson 

Douglas 

Downsvillc 

Dubach 

Eros.  Antioch 

Gibsland 

Harmony  Chapel 

Heflin 

Hodge 

Homer 

Lisbon 

Minden.  First 
Ml.  Mariah 
Mt.  Zion 
New  Hope 
Pilgrim  Rest 
Pine  Grove 
Quitman 
Ruston.  Trinity 
Sarcpta 
Shongaloo 
Simsboro.  Antioch 
Wesley  Chapel 

SHREVEPORT 

Barksdale 

Benton 

Bethany 

Bonchcst 

Bossier.  Asbury 

Broadmoor 

Cedar  Grove 

Converse 

Ellerbe  Road 

Fairview 

Faith 

Fellowship 
Grand  Cane 
Haughton 
Hosston 
Ida 

Keithville 

Mansfield 

McDonald 

Mitchell 

Mooringsport 

Morningside 

Mt.  Zion 

Noble 

Oil  City 

Pelican 

Pleasant  Hill 

Pleasant  Valley 

Rodcssa 

Shady  Grov< 

St.  James 
St.  Paul 
Wesley 
Zwolle 


Celebrate 
We  did  it! 

Louisiana  Conference  has 
reached  its  goal  to  raise  over  $6  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  in  six  months  to  build 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Center 

The  total  amount  pledged  to  date 
is  $6,086,147  and  the  figure  is  spi¬ 
raling  higher  each  day. 

“This  is  a  tremendous  accom¬ 
plishment  and  speaks  well  of  the 
commitment  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laity  and  clergy  throughout 
Louisiana  to  the  Conference  Center 
project, ”  Bishop  William  Oden 
said. 

The  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  got  the  campaign 
off  to  a  good  start  with  their 
$1,000,000  donation.  Challenge 
gifts  (large  donations)  total 
$1,235,000.  Members  of  local 
churches  have  pledged  $3,378,352 
and  clergy  pledges  are  $472,795. 


Two  major  gifts 

Included  in  the  challenge  gifts’  to¬ 
tal  are  a  recent  $200,000  contribu¬ 
tion  by  the  Justiss  family  of  Jena 
(see  related  article)  and  an  earlier 
half  million  anonymous  donation 
by  a  North  Shore  layperson. 

Although  the  goal  has  been 
reached,  campaign  leaders  said  it  is 
still  important  to  continue  with 
gifts. 

They  urge  local  churches  to  go 
ahead  with  their  campaigns. 

Follow-up  committee 

Dr.  Rod  Kennedy,  pastor  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
chairs  a  committee  appointed  to 
follow-up  on  campaign  pledges  by 
individual  churches,  challenge  gifts 
made  by  individuals  and  clergy 
pledges. 

The  committee  also  will  work 
with  churches  that  have  not  yet  met 
their  goals  or  have  not  yet  conduct¬ 
ed  the  center  campaign. 

“We  are  excited  about  the  fact 
that  we  have  reached  our  goal,” 
Kennedy  said.  "We’re  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  seeing  this  campaign  to  its 
fulfillment.” 

Campaign  phases 

The  Conference  Center  campaign 
progressed  through  five  phases. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  project 
director,  said  the  pre-campaign  (or 
first  )  phase  started  with  meetings 
of  the  campaign  executive  commit¬ 
tee  and  Ward,  Dreshman  and  Rein¬ 
hardt,  the  firm  employed  to  help 
the  Conference  conduct  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  second  phase,  started  early  in 
January,  1993,  involved  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  challenge  gifts  solicita¬ 
tion. 

From  March  1  to  26,  the  infor¬ 
mation  and  inspiration  phase 
(three)  was  conducted.  Information 
was  given  to  the  local  churches  and 
they  were  inspired  to  meet  their 
campaign  goals. 

Round-up  at  site 

During  that  time  3,000  persons 
from  all  over  the  state  attended  a 
Round-Up  at  the  site  and  in  nearby 
Alexandria. 

Also  during  phase  three.  Bishop 
Oden  spoke  at  rallies  held  in  each  of 
the  nine  districts. 

Phase  four  included  worker  train¬ 
ing  and  solicitation.  Representative 
of  local  churches  came  together  as 
clusters  to  receive  training  on  ways 
to  conduct  campaigns  in  the  local 
churches. 

Commitment  Sunday 

During  the  commitment  phase 
(five)  a  special  Sunday  was  desig¬ 
nated  for  making  individual  com¬ 
mitments  to  the  church’s  goals. 

All  of  this  culminated  in  a  Vic¬ 
tory  Celebration  at  the  June  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport.  Since 
that  time,  contributions  and  pledges 
have  continued  to  come  into  the  of¬ 
fice. 
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Answering  the  call  to  'spiritual  fitness' 


Have  you  assessed  your  congregation’s 
“spiritual  fitness”  lately — or,  for  that  matter, 
your  own? 

United  Methodist  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson 
(Illinois  Area)  recently  posed  a  series  of  ques¬ 
tions  that  we  commend  as  a  checklist  for  such 
an  assessment: 

■  Are  you  and  your  congregation  growing  in 
your  relationship  to  God  through  such  means 
as  daily  prayer  and  Scripture  reading,  medita¬ 
tion,  fasting,  regular  worship  and  other  Chris¬ 
tian  disciplines? 

■  Are  you  freely  yielding  increasing  portions 
of  your  lives  to  the  influence  of  Christ’s  teach¬ 
ings? 

■  Are  you  growing  in  your  knowledge  of 
Scripture? 

■  Are  you  giving  evidence  of  Christian  com¬ 
mitment  by  the  way  you  live? 

These  pointed  questions  may  yield  uncom¬ 
fortable  answers.  Yet  we  discern  in  these  ques¬ 
tions  the  same  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
evidenced  in  other  recent  events  across  the 
church: 

f  The  first  training  seminar  to  restore  the 
historic  Methodist  office  of  Class  Leader,  a  lay 
role  whose  function  is  to  help  Christians  grow 
in  their  practices  of  discipleship  (see  UMR, 
June  4); 

•f  The  development  of  the  international 
Center  for  Christian  Spirituality,  intended  to 
re-introduce  Christians  to  the  practice  of  spiri- 
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tual  disciplines  as  a  means,  as  retired  Bishop 
Rueben  P.  Job  put  it,  of  “putting  ourselves  in 
the  light  of  God”  (see  UMR,  July  16); 

■f  The  resurrection  of  a  Nashville  low-in¬ 
come  church  “starved  for  the  love  of  God” 
through  revived  worship  and  mission  in  a 
model  now  being  offered  to  the  entire  denomi¬ 
nation  (see  UMR,  June  18). 

Taken  separately,  these  events  might  seem 
worthy  of  little  more  than  passing  note.  But  we 
believe  that,  like  Bishop  Lawson’s  questions, 
they  call  the  church  to  a  new  spiritual  fitness. 

This  call  comes  in  the  midst  of  dramatic 
change,  both  for  the  church  and  for  the  society 
in  which  it  exists.  Change,  whether  it  comes 
slowly  or  rapidly,  shouldn’t  dismay  us,  for 
Christians  have  a  history  of  preparing  for  the 
“new  things”  that  God  will  do. 

Being  prepared,  however,  requires  that  we 
regularly  exercise  our  faith.  We  are  called,  as 
Hebrews  12:12-13  encourages,  to  “lift  droop¬ 
ing  hands  and  strengthen  weak  knees,  and 
make  straight  paths  for  your  feet,  so  that  what 
is  lame  may  not  be  put  out  of  joint,  but  rather 
be  healed”  (NRSV). 

We  encourage  you  to  use  Bishop  Lawson’s 
questions  and  the  models  given  above  as 


Prayer,  as  one  of  the  exercises  of  faith, 
fosters  the  “spiritual  fitness"  that  will  help 
Christians  discern  and  travel  their  path 
into  the  future. 

guides  to  measure  your  own  congregation’s 
spiritual  fitness.  Only  if  we  are  spiritually  fit 
will  we  be  able  to  discern  and  travel  the  path 
into  the  future  that  the  Holy  Spirit  blazes  be¬ 
fore  us. 


Our  quest  for  lively 
worship  should  start 
with  new  resource 


Commission  confuses  civil  rights  with  behavior 


The  General  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference  has  confused 
affirming  civil  rights  with  endorsing 
behavior  (see  UMR,  June  18). 

The  proposed  events  for  the  1996 
General  Conference  include  a  can¬ 
dlelight  prayer  vigil,  speeches  from 
homosexual  victims  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  performances  by  homosex¬ 
ual  choruses. 

I  understand  and  affirm  the  zeal 
to  advocate  for  the  civil  rights  of  all 
persons.  To  hear  from  victims  of 
discrimination  seems  rational  and 
reasonable.  Prayer  at  General  Con¬ 
ference  always  seems  in  order,  al¬ 
though  I  am  not  sure  for  what  we 
are  praying — understanding  and 
compassion  for  people  or  theologi¬ 
cal/philosophical  acceptance  of  ho¬ 
mosexual  behavior. 

However,  in  calling  for  perfor¬ 
mances  by  homosexual  choruses, 
the  commission  crosses  the  line  be¬ 
tween  affirming  civil  rights  and  en¬ 
dorsing  what  United  Methodists 
repeatedly  have  termed  sin. 

Regardless  of  our  personal  feel¬ 
ings,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
deems  homosexual  behavior  to  be 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing”  (Paragraph  7 IF  of  the  Social 
Principles  in  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline).  We  would  also 
call  robbery  and  adultery  “incom- 
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patible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

Everyone  recognizes  that  homo¬ 
sexuals,  thieves,  adulterers  and  oth¬ 
er  sinners  fill  our  choir  lofts  every 
week.  We  should  not  begin  a  witch 
hunt  to  purge  any  of  them  from  our 
choirs.  But  it  is  beyond  comprehen¬ 
sion  that  we  would  recruit  a  choir 
consisting  exclusively  of  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals, 
self-avowed  practicing  adulterers  or 
self-avowed  practicing  thieves. 

The  commission  on  the  General 
Conference  has  a  responsibility  to 
be  faithful  to  the  church’s  advocacy 
of  civil  rights.  It  also  has  a  responsi¬ 
bility  to  be  faithful  to  the  church’s 
rejection  of  homosexual  behavior. 
Any  attempt  to  violate  either  of 
these  principles  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  Judicial  Council  pri¬ 
or  to  the  1 996  General  Conference. 

Glenn  L.  Ethridge 
Blue  Ridge,  Georgia 

I  don't  like  it 

I  don’t  like  what  I  read  in  June  18 
Reporter  in  an  article  written  by  As¬ 
sociate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle  ti¬ 


tled  “  ’96  witness  to  focus  on  civil 
rights.” 

The  article  noted  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  being  charged 
only  $15,000  for  its  10-day  event 
rather  than  the  $134,000  it  normal¬ 
ly  would  be  charged  by  the  Colora¬ 
do  Convention  Center  in  Denver. 

I  am  deeply  disturbed  as  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  to  read  that 
dollars  and  cents  in  any  way  played 
a  role  in  our  irresponsible  and  un¬ 
ethical  decision  not  to  honor  the 
boycott  of  Colorado  because  of  its 
discriminatory  attitude  toward  the 
human  rights  of  gay  people.  There 
are  money  changers  in  the  temple. 

William  B.  Cate 
Bellevue,  Washington 

He's  right 

Regarding  “Here  I  Stand”  written 
by  Hugh  A.  Critchett  (see  UMR,  June 
18),  I  believe  he  is  100  percent  correct! 

There  are  those  who  have  a  pro¬ 
pensity  towards  becoming  homo¬ 
sexuals  who  need  not  ever  be 
homosexual  if  given  the  scriptural 
guidance  of  the  church. 

Pat  McNair 
Midland,  Texas 

A  new  approach 

Several  recent  letters  and  articles 
have  lamented  the  decline  of  United 


Methodist  Sunday  School  curriculum 
without  offering  any  suggestions  for 
change.  Readers  could  be  left  with  the 
impression  that  nothing  is  being  done, 
or  can  be  done  about  the  situation. 

In  fact,  Cokesbury  is  trying  a  new 
approach  to  curriculum  develop¬ 
ment.  Instead  of  contracting  with 
one  writer  to  create  a  quarter  of  cur¬ 
riculum  as  in  the  past,  Cokesbury 
has  arranged  for  writers’  consulta¬ 
tions.  During  these  consultations 
teams  of  church  school  teachers,  di¬ 
rectors  of  Christian  Education,  and 
others  come  together  to  develop 
curriculum  materials.  Two  quarters 
of  curriculum  have  been  developed 
in  writers'  consultations. 

1  am  excited  about  the  consulta¬ 
tion  approach  to  writing  curricu¬ 
lum,  and  I  applaud  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  for  its 
willingness  to  try  something  new. 

Margaret  Lirones 

Davis,  California 


By  WILLIAM  P.  MCDONALD 

Just  over  a  year  ago  the  General 
Conference  approved  the  “United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship.” 

Those  who’ve  used  the  book  dur¬ 
ing  its  inaugural  year  have  come  to 
recognize  that  it  places  United  Meth¬ 
odism  more  self-consciously  in  the 
catholic  tradition  of  liturgy,  replete 
with  treasures  from  Methodism’s 
own  underexposed  liturgical  past. 

The  new  book  offers  laity  and 
clergy  the  opportunity  to  reclaim 
catholic  and  apostolic  roots  with  lit¬ 
urgies  centered  around  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  Word  and  celebration  of 
the  sacraments.  Other  lost  tradi¬ 
tions  such  as  handing  new  bishops  a 
crozier  and  anointing  the  sick  are 
graciously  included. 

The  answer  to  the  quest  for  lively 
worship,  of  course,  is  the  presence 
of  the  risen  Christ  through  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  church  at  worship.  But 
the  starting  place  in  that  quest  has 
often  been  sought  in  popular  pulpit 
presence  or  a  subjective,  therapeu¬ 
tic  approach  designed  to  serve  indi¬ 
vidual  needs  rather  than  stress  the 
corporate  identity  fostered  through 
the  liturgy. 

Hear  the  word 

The  best  starting  place  lies  with 
reclaiming  what  the  apostles  and 
the  Wesleys,  to  name  but  a  few, 
knew  best:  the  regular  gathering  to 
hear  the  word  (a  series  of  readings, 
psalms,  and  a  homily  based  on  the 
readings  for  the  day),  pray,  and  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  eucharist.  The  new  book 
points  the  church  toward  that  cor¬ 
porate,  apostolic  vision. 

However,  will  this  new  resource 
follow  its  predecessor  onto  dusty 
bookshelves  for  a  lifetime  of  disuse? 
Surely  some  congregations  have 
caught  on  to  the  renewal  in  worship 
intended  by  the  book  and  its  com¬ 
panion  “United  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal.”  But  I’ve  visited  enough  others 
to  realize  that  many  United  Meth¬ 
odists  remain  strangers  to  its  vision 
of  worship. 

Regular  observance  of  the  special 
liturgies,  prayers,  and  other  re- 


Here  I  Stand 


William  P.  Mc¬ 
Donald  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  West  End 
United  Methodist 
Church ,  Nashville, 
Tennessee  (Ten¬ 
nessee  Annual 
Conference). 


sources  in  the  “Book  of  Worship” 
allows  congregations  to  participate 
in  the  full  round  of  historic  Chris¬ 
tian  worship,  which  has  always 
been  more  than  the  passivity  pre¬ 
sumed  in  many  United  Methodist 
"orders  of  worship.”  The  new  book 
demonstrates  a  wisdom  about  wor¬ 
ship  that  shouldn’t  be  ignored. 

Not  'high  church' 

The  new  resources  do  not  make 
us  “high  church.” 

Good  liturgy  is  good  presiding  on 
the  part  of  the  pastor.  It  is  also  full 
congregational  participation. 

Good  liturgy  happens  where  the 
reading  of  Scripture  comprises  a 
major  portion  of  the  service,  the 
Gospel  is  boldly  proclaimed,  con¬ 
fession  and  forgiveness  are  enacted, 
and  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ 
bring  the  risen  Lord  into  the  midst 
of  the  gathered. 

Becoming  familiar  with  the 
UMC’s  liturgy  is  not  to  introduce 
something  foreign  to  Methodist  expe¬ 
rience,  only  something  that  has  been 
wrongfully  ignored  from  within  it. 

Congregations  that  haven’t  made 
a  serious  commitment  to  become 
familiar  with  the  “Book  of  Wor¬ 
ship”  ought  to  take  a  second  look. 
Your  parish  may  be  missing  the  dy¬ 
namic  that  Christian  tradition  of¬ 
fers  in  service  to  the  Gospel. 

Private,  paraliturgical  subjectiv¬ 
ity  or  the  plethora  of  supposedly 
more  “relevant”  themes  and  mod¬ 
els  of  worship  can’t  supplant  the 
character  of  the  church’s  assembly 
the  liturgies  in  the  new  book  pro¬ 
vide. 


Angela's  'gracias'  was  a  means  of  grace 


Pontius'  Puddle 


V DO  rifWE  TO  KNOW  HOW  TO 
APPEAL  TO  SONUAER  AUDIENCES. 


FIRST  CUORCHt> 

NOW  PLAYIN&-; 

2  CORIRTVM&NS 

" THE  SEQUEL" 


a>aAaJ  I 


What  others  are  saying 


“No  violence  is  natural.  God  did 
not  make  girls  and  women  to  be  vic¬ 
tims  anymore  than  boys  and  men. 
Where  are  the  churches  with  this 
message?” 

— Theologian  Christine  E.  Gudorf  of 
Cincinnati,  writing  in  “Christian 
Century.” 

*  *  * 

“We’re  just  happy  they  go  to 
church.  Nowadays,  most  people 
don’t  go  to  church  except  on  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Easter.  It’s  very  far  in  be¬ 
tween  Sundays.  When  you’ve  got 


somebody  in  the  family  going  to 
church  more  often,  that’s  something 
to  be  happy  about.” 

— Catholic  layman  Gilbert  Valdez 
on  the  conversion  of  some  of  his 
Mexican-American  relatives  to  Prot¬ 
estantism. 

*  *  * 

“We  are  to  be  now,  in  some  mea¬ 
sure,  what  we  one  day  expect  to  be¬ 
come  in  perfectness.” 

— C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  Dayton,  Ohio. 


“The  Constitution  says  to  me,  as 
the  Gospel  says  to  me,  that  freedom 
isn’t  license;  that  liberty  creates  re¬ 
sponsibility;  that  we  have  been  giv¬ 
en  freedom  in  order  to  encourage  us 
to  pursue  that  common  good.” 

— New  York  Gov.  Mario  Cuomo. 

*  *  * 

“In  reality,  holiness  consists  of 
one  thing  only:  complete  loyalty  to 
God’s  will.” 

— Jean-Pierre  de  Caussade,  18th 
Century  French  spiritual  master. 


By  CHRISTINA  BOWEN 

When  Angela  was  four  her  aunt  put 
her  into  institutional  care  because  An¬ 
gela’s  mother  was  a  violent  alcoholic 
incapable  of  looking  after  her. 

When  1  went  to  counsel  with  her  in 
the  Methodist  girls'  home  in  Lagunil- 
las,  Chile,  Angela  had  grown  into  a 
sullen  and  defiant  teenager,  avoiding 
physical  contact  except  to  fight. 

The  social  worker  told  me  that 
with  considerable  difficulty  she  had 
tracked  down  Angela’s  mother.  The 
mother  had  stopped  drinking  and, 
though  very  poor,  was  providing  a 
stable  home  for  her  other  daughters. 
She  planned  to  attend  Parents’  Day 
the  following  week  and  visit  Angela 
for  the  first  time  in  nine  years. 

'I  don't  care' 

“How  do  you  feel  about  seeing 
your  mother  again,  Angela?”  I 
asked.  She  shrugged  her  shoulders 
and  said,  “I  don’t  care.” 

“What  will  you  say  to  her  when 
you  see  her?”  I  asked. 

“I’ll  tell  her  that  1  don’t  love  her,” 
was  the  angry  answer. 

I  imagined  Angela’s  mother  and 
sisters,  getting  dressed  up  and  chat¬ 
tering  excitedly  as  they  got  ready  to 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Heal  me,  O  Lord,  and  I  shall  be 
healed;  save  me,  and  I  shall  be  saved; 
for  you  are  my  praise.”  (NRSV) 


My  Witness 


Christina  Bowen 
is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary 
from  the  Central 
Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  serving  in 
Concepcion,  Chile. 


see  Angela  on  Parents’  Day. 

“You  don’t  have  to  tell  her  that 
you  love  her,”  I  said,  “but  you  must 
not  say  ‘I  don’t  love  you’  to  some¬ 
one  who  has  come  to  see  you.” 

“I  don’t  love  her  and  she  never 
loved  me!”  shouted  Angela,  cross¬ 
ing  her  arms  defiantly.  I  imagined 
her  mother  and  sisters  travelling 
through  the  mud  and  the  rain  in  the 
rickety  bus  to  see  Angela. 

Taking  her  reluctant  hands  in 
mine,  I  said,  “Let’s  say  it  together 
.  . .  Thank  you  for  coming  to  see  me 
. . .  Thank  you  for  coming  to  see 
me.”  She  remained  silent,  but  I  felt 
her  tense  body  relax  slightly. 

“Say  it  with  me,  Angela  . . .  Gra¬ 
cias  . . .  Gracias . . .  Gracias ...” 


Mark  of  depression 

Ingratitude  is  one  of  the  marks  of 
depression,  alienation  and  other 
mental  problems.  Mental  health 
professionals  say  that  the  ability  to 
be  grateful  to  other  people  is  an  un¬ 
mistakable  sign  that  a  patient  is  re¬ 
covering  from  illness. 

As  we  express  gratitude  to  God  we 
stop  pretending  to  ourselves  that  we 
are  self-sufficient.  Gratitude  opens  us 
to  become  channels  through  which 
God’s  grace  may  flow. 

I  smiled  as  I  remembered  that 
gracias  in  Spanish  means  both 
“thank  you”  and  “grace.”  Angela 
was  looking  out  of  the  window;  she 
suddenly  smiled  back  at  me. 

" Gracias , "  she  whispered  experi¬ 
mentally. 

“Gracias  por  venir,  Mama.  "  she 
said,  at  last,  all  by  herself,  and  laugh¬ 
ing.  I  laughed  too,  and  we  hugged. 

I  had  other  sessions  with  other  girls. 
As  I  was  leaving  the  home,  I  waved 
goodbye  to  all  the  girls  poring  over 
their  homework  in  the  dining  room. 

“Chau,  tia  Christina!"  (Bye,  Aunt 
Christina!)  they  called  in  unison  . . . 
except  for  Angela,  who,  with  a 
beautiful  smile  lighting  up  her  face, 
said  in  her  clear  voice,  “Gracias!" 
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(Last  week's  answer  James  5:15) 

Readings  for  week  of  july  18 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 39: 1  - 1 2 
Monday:  Psalms  1 39:23-24 
Tuesday:  Genesis  28;  1 0- 1 9a 
Wednesday:  Romans  8:12-17 
Thursday:  Romans  8: 1 8-25 
Friday:  Matthew  1 3:24-30 
Saturday:  Matthew  13:36-43 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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Faith 


watch 


STOP  ETHNIC  CLEANSING:  At  least 

1 0  of  the  7 1  United  Methodist  annual  (regional) 
conferences  in  the  U.S.  meeting  this  spring  con¬ 
demned  “ethnic  cleansing”  by  Serbs  and  Croats 
in  the  former  Yugoslavia  and  called  for  imme¬ 
diate  peaceful  resolutions  to  the  16-month  con¬ 
flict.  Central  Pennsylvania  conference  donated 
$4,500  through  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  to  assist  Bosnian  Moslems.  Yel¬ 
lowstone  and  West  Ohio  conferences  also 
passed  resolutions  urging  humanitarian  and 
medical  relief  to  Bosnians. 

DOUBLE  STANDARD?  The  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  has 
urged  President  Clinton  to 

reverse  past  government 
approaches  to  the  Middle 
East  to  achieve  peace  in 
that  region.  A  June  30  letter 
from  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell  said  that  the  good 
will  of  the  U.S.  will  not  be 
believed  until  that  good  will  loan  Campbell 
is  expressed  in  deeds.  “As  matters  now  stand, 
the  U.S.  may  be  accused  of  employing  a  double 
standard,  of  unilaterally  and  promptly  punish¬ 
ing  Muslim  people  for  an  attempt  upon  the  life 
of  a  prominent  American  while  being  unwilling 
or  unable  to  take  action  against  those  who 
slaughter,  torture,  and  rape  Muslims  in  Bosnia.” 

FLOOD  DAMAGE  UNKNOWN:  At 

week’s  end,  because  of  limited  communications 
access,  United  Methodist  disaster  specialists 
were  unable  to  estimate  damage  to  church  prop¬ 
erty  in  flooded  areas  along  the  Mississippi  Riv¬ 
er.  Virginia  Miller,  disaster  response 
coordinator  for  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  and  the  Rev.  Wayne  C.  Jarvis,  a 
disaster  consultant  and  pastor  of  Helena  (Ark.) 
United  Methodist  Church,  were  expected  to 
meet  with  United  Methodist  leaders  in  the  Mid¬ 
west  this  week  to  plan  relief  efforts  once  the  wa¬ 
ter  recedes.  Financial  assistance  for  victims  of 
this  disaster  can  be  made  through  Advance  No. 
901690-5.  Watch  your  edition  of  the  Reporter 
for  a  more  complete  report. 


PRESIDENTIAL  BACKING:  Former 

U.S.  Presidents  Jimmy  Carter,  Ronald  Reagan 
and  Gerald  Ford  have  agreed 
to  serve  as  honorary  co- 
chairmen  for  a  major  ecu¬ 
menical  fund  drive  to  be  led 
by  retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington.  The  campaign 
seeks  $10  million  to  support 
the  faith  and  order  work  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  James  K.  Mathews 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC).  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  a  member  body  of  both  councils. 
“Faith  and  order”  is  the  ecumenical  movement’s 
component  that  deals  with  theology,  doctrine  and 
ordering  of  sacramental  life  in  an  effort  to  bring 
Christian  churches  to  closer  unity. 

REFUGEES  INCREASE:  Despite  the  end 

of  the  Cold  War  and  the  massive  repatriation  of 
Afghans  and  Cambodians  in  1992,  the  world  refu¬ 
gee  population  continues  to  grow.  The  Washing- 
ton-based  U.S.  Committee  for  Refugees  estimates 
that  in  1992,  the  world  refugee  population  rose  to 
17.5  million.  That  figure  includes  3  million  new 
refugees.  Similarly,  the  number  of  internally  dis¬ 
placed  persons  grew  to  25  million. 


Duke  kicks  off  $600,000 
study  of  Methodism  in  U.S. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

People  cannot  understand  reli¬ 
gion  in  the  United  States  unless 
they  understand  United  Method¬ 
ism. 

That  premise  is  a  starting  point 
for  a  major  religious  research  proj¬ 
ect  getting  under  way  at  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  Divinity  School  in  Durham, 
N.C.,  one  of  1 3  theological  seminar¬ 
ies  related  to  the  denomination. 

Initiators  of  the  three-year 
study  contend  that,  with  few  no¬ 
table  exceptions,  Methodism’s 
influence  on  U.S.  culture  and  the 
culture’s  influence  on  Method¬ 
ism  have  gone  largely  unexplored 
by  scholars. 

Largest,  most  diverse 

They  say  they  find  that  a  curi¬ 
ous  oversight,  since  United 
Methodists  make  up  the  largest, 
most  geographically  widespread 
and  most  socially  diverse  of  the 
country’s  historic  “mainline” 
Protestant  denominations. 

In  an  overview  of  the  project, 
the  Rev.  Dennis  M.  Campbell, 
divinity  school  president,  and 
the  Rev.  Russell  E.  Richey,  dean, 


write: 

“In  the  early  19th  century, 
Methodism  rapidly  became  the 
most  popular  and  fastest  growing 
religion  in  the  new  nation,  chal¬ 
lenging  the  Reformed  denomina¬ 
tions  as  the  creative  and 
trend-setting  religious  force. 

“Methodism  helped  to  shape 
the  United  States  just  as  the 
United  States  was  determinative 
in  the  shaping  of  American 
Methodism,”  they  say. 

Drs.  Campbell  and  Richey,  co¬ 
directors  of  the  program,  say 
they  hope  the  shortage  of  re¬ 
search  data  on  "United  Method¬ 
ism  and  the  American  Culture” 
will  be  remedied  by  the  findings 
of  as  many  as  50  scholars  who 
will  tackle  individual  related  re¬ 
search  projects. 

Two-pronged  project 

The  three-year  program  is  fund¬ 
ed  by  a  $600,000  grant  from  Lilly 
Endowment  of  Indianapolis.  The 
endowment,  whose  wealth  stems 
from  profits  of  drug  manufacturer 
Eli  Lilly,  is  known  for  sponsoring 
research  assessing  the  future 
health  of  U.S.  religious  institu¬ 


tions,  church  leadership  and  theo¬ 
logical  education. 

The  two-pronged  Duke  project 
also  includes  a  leadership-develop¬ 
ment  component  that  will  involve 
21  “primarily  younger”  church 
leaders  “of  unusual  promise” — 
most  of  them  clergy  and  most 
from  the  southeastern  states.  They 
will  confer  with  the  primary  re¬ 
searchers,  initiate  research  of  their 
own  and  draw  other  church  lead¬ 
ers  into  the  conversation. 

Although  project  planners  ex¬ 
pect  that  research  findings  will 
suggest  policy  implications  for 
United  Methodism’s  future,  they 
describe  their  purpose  as  broader 
than  denominational. 

Discussing  project  aims,  Drs. 
Campbell  and  Richey  say  United 
Methodism  should  be  studied 
“for  its  own  sake”  and  “for  what 
it  can  tell  us  about  the  larger  so¬ 
ciety  and  the  common  good.” 

They  add,  “As  a  central  institu¬ 
tion  in  American  society,  United 
Methodism  also  is  a  key  arena  for 
systematic  leadership  develop¬ 
ment.  The  health  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  is  at  stake,  but  so,  indeed, 
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Methodist  circuit  riders,  who  carried  the  faith  westward  with 
American  expansion,  are  among  the  factors  that  made  Meth¬ 
odism  in  the  U.S.  the  largest  denomination  in  the  formative 
19th  Century.  A  Duke  University  study  intends  to  document 
how  influential  Methodism  has  been  on  America  and  America 
on  Methodism. 


is  the  health  of  the  nation."  ' 

The  United  Methodist  Lilly- 
funded  research  is  a  second 
phase  of  the  Lilly  Mainstream 
Project,  which  earlier  sponsored 
research  on  the  Presbyterian 


Church  (U.S.A.)  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

Research  findings  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  conferences,  in  published 
volumes,  in  scholarly  journals  and 
in  various  church  publications. 


Bishop  organizing 


center  for  Christian  spirituality 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— The  wind  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  rushing  across  Chris¬ 
tianity,  says  retired  Bishop  Rueben 
P.  Job,  so  he’s  trying  to  help  The 
United  Methodist  Church  “set  its 
sail”  to  catch  the  Spirit’s  wind. 

The  sail  has  a  name:  the  Inter¬ 
national  Center  for  Christian  Spir¬ 
ituality. 

Development  of  the  new  center 
and  its  curriculum  of  spiritual  for¬ 
mation  has  brought  Bishop  Job, 
1984-92  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Iowa  Area,  back  to  “The  Upper 
Room.”  He  served  the  interna¬ 
tional,  interdenominational  devo¬ 
tional  magazine  as  world  editor 
from  1982  until  he  was  elected  to 
the  episcopacy  in  1984. 

1995  dedication 

The  International  Center  for 
Christian  Spirituality  isn’t  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  dedicated  formally  un¬ 
til  1995.  Bishop  Job  estimates 
that  by  then  the  center’s  organi¬ 
zation  will  be  completed,  includ¬ 
ing  a  permanent  full-time 
director,  adjunct  staff  and  a 
foundation  to  support  its  work  fi¬ 
nancially. 

However,  the  formal  target 
date  isn’t  standing  in  the  way  of 
more  immediate  efforts,  he  said. 

“Because  of  my  inability  to  say 
’no,’  I’m  booked  through  1994  to 
lead  retreats  and  events,”  the 
bishop  noted  wryly. 


Rueben  Job 

. .  .cites  "enormous  rush  of  Spirit." 


In  developing  the  center’s  orga¬ 
nization  and  curriculum  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story  at  right),  Bishop 
Job  said  his  work  was  influenced 
by  his  roots  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  (a  prede¬ 
cessor  body  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church)  and  by  models  used 
by  Catholic  monks,  by  the  Society 
of  Friends  (Quakers)  and  by  Meth¬ 
odism’s  founder,  John  Wesley. 

“The  goal,  as  I  like  to  think  of 
it,  is  to  learn  to  position  our¬ 
selves  to  be  in  the  light  of  God,” 
Bishop  Job  explained. 

Faithful  model 

“The  monastic  model  has  been 
such  a  remarkably  faithful  model 
through  the  centuries  [that]  to  ig¬ 


nore  it  would  impoverish  any 
study  of  spirituality,”  the  bishop 
explained. 

“John  Wesley’s  model  of  devo¬ 
tion  and  compassion,  although 
not  strictly  monastic,  drew  from 
the  monastic  experience.” 

Another  essential  element  of  the 
center’s  curriculum  will  be  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  work  with  the  poor. 

“I’ve  had  the  recurring  convic¬ 
tion  that  everyone  should  have 
the  opportunity  for  ministry  with 
and  for  the  poor.”  Bishop  Job 
said.  “Then  last  year  the  Council 
of  Bishops  adopted  that  as  one  of 
its  priorities.  Through  churches 
here  in  Nashville,  we  plan  to  of¬ 
fer  those  opportunities." 

The  bishop  also  emphasized 
that  the  center’s  international  as¬ 
pect  will  contribute  varieties  of 
experience. 

“Once  you  introduce  the  inter¬ 
national  aspect,  you  realize  that 
narrowly  defined  models  won’t 
hold  the  entirety  of  the  life  of  the 
Spirit,”  he  said. 

Lots  to  learn 

“We  have  lots  to  learn  from 
the  whole  world.  If  the  church  in 
the  U.S.  could  understand  the 
struggle  for  faithfulness  in  South 
America,  for  instance,  that  un¬ 
derstanding  would  significantly 
inform  our  own  faith.” 

Bishop  Job  said  he  and  others 
across  The  United  Methodist 
Church  have  discerned  that  now  is 


the  time  to  start  the  International 
Center  for  Christian  Spirituality. 

“People  with  whom  I’ve  talked 
affirm  the  hunger  and  the  readi¬ 
ness  of  the  church  to  move  in  this 
direction  [of  disciplined  spiritual 
development],”  the  bishop  said. 

“There’s  this  enormous  rush  of 
Spirit  across  the  world;  it  gives 
great  hope  for  the  present  and  for 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— When  the  In¬ 
ternational  Center  for  Christian 
Spirituality  is  formally  dedicated 
in  1995,  says  Bishop  Rueben 
Job,  it  will  have  two  major  com¬ 
ponents: 

✓  A  “located"  center  for  indi¬ 
vidual  and  corporate  retreats  and 
spiritual  guidance.  This  will  be  in 
a  recently  renovated  building 
owned  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  adjacent  to  its  of¬ 
fices.  The  center  is  scheduled  to 
open  Sept.  1  under  the  new  name 
of  the  Beasley  House  of  Prayer, 

Z  A  “traveling”  center  com¬ 
posed  of  adjunct  staff  around  the 
U.S.  that  will  provide  consulta¬ 
tion  on  spiritual  formation  and 
retreat  guidance. 

Both  the  located  and  traveling 
centers  will  offer  spiritual  devel¬ 
opment  curriculum  based  on  tra- 


the  future.  That  doesn’t  mean 
there  isn’t  resistance — the 
church  wants  to  rest,  but  the 
Spirit  keeps  moving. 

"With  the  International  Center, 
we’ll  be  moving  in  spiritual  ways 
consistent  with  our  heritage  from 
the  New  Testament  but  in  ways  to 
which  we  haven’t  been  very  faith¬ 
ful  in  the  past  two  decades.” 


ditional  Christian  disciplines: 

■  Daily  prayer; 

■  Daily  Scripture  reading: 

■  Stewardship; 

■  Personal  and  corporate  wor¬ 
ship; 

■  Sacrifice; 

■  Silence. 

The  located  center  will  offer 
individual  and  corporate  retreats 
for  varying  lengths  of  time.  Each 
retreat  will  offer  spiritual  direc¬ 
tion,  which  Bishop  Job  defines  as 
“care  or  cure  of  the  soul”  and  op¬ 
portunities  for  conversation  and 
ministry  with  the  poor. 

Spiritual  instruction  will  in¬ 
clude;  the  “seamless  garment”  re¬ 
lationship  between  personal  and 
social  holiness;  the  theological 
foundations  for  Christian  spiritu¬ 
ality,  and  congregational  life  as  the 
context  for  spiritual  growth. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


New  center  to  focus  on 
'care  or  cure  of  the  soul' 


A  Tradi'i 


For  70  Years.  Asbury  Seminaiy  Has  Carried  On 
The  Methodist  Tradition  By  Training  Men  And 
Women  For  World  Wesleyan  Leadership 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after  God’s  own  heart. 

He  was  a  tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An  innovator.  His  leadership 
spurred  on  a  movement  of  the  Spirit  which  gripped  the  frontier  with 
the  life-changing  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  Nearly  two  centuries  have 
passed  since  Asbury ’s  final  circuit  ride,  yet  the  heart  of  his  ministry  beats 
on.  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  A  More  than  an  institution,  Asbury 
is  a  community.  It’s  a  place  where  rich  tradition  and  innovative  thought  blend 
gracefully  to  the  backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills  of  the  Bluegrass.  A 
At  Asbury,  devotion  to  Scripture  and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  a  renowned 
faculty,  state-of-the-art  facilities  and  a  vision  for  the  future.  A  So  if  you’re 
looking  to  prepare  for  ministry  where  tradition  is  honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the  heartbeat  of  God  is 


evident,  consider  Asbury.  A  To  learn 
more  about  Asbtfry’s  tradition  of  excel¬ 
lence,  call  the  director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY 


Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

2<MN  Lcxmglon  Avc  •  Wilmorc.KY -<0390-1 199 
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Local-church  casualty  insurance  carrier  named 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO — Continental  Insur¬ 
ance,  the  nation’s  12th  largest  prop¬ 
erty  and  casualty  underwriter,  has 
been  selected  as  the  carrier  for  the 
United  Methodist  Jocal-t^iurch  insur¬ 
ance  program. 

At  a  recent  one-day  called  meeting, 
board  members  of  the  denomination’s 
general  finance  agency  unanimously 
approved  the  recommendation  of  a 
committee  that  considered  proposals 
from  two  companies. 

The  church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  has  of¬ 
fered  for  nearly  20  years  a  program 
of  property,  casualty  and  liability 
insurance  to  local  churches,  annual 
(regional)  conferences,  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  and  church-related 
institutions. 

The  annual  premimum  totaled 
$31  million  for  1992  (the  most  re¬ 
cent  year  for  which  accurate  figures 
were  available). 

GCFA  began  seeking  a  new  under¬ 
writer  several  months  ago  when  At¬ 
lantic  Mutual,  carrier  since  the 
program’s  inception,  announced  it 
would  cease  writing  new  policies  for 
the  denomination.  Existing  Atlantic 
Mutual  policies  will  continue  in  some 
local  churches  for  up  to  three  years. 

Atlantic  Mutual’s  withdrawal  came 
after  catastrophic  losses  and  claims 
from  Hurricane  Andrew  in  Florida. 

According  to  Shirley  Parris  of 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  chairwoman  of  the 
committee  that  considered  bidders 
for  the  United  Methodist  account, 
the  nod  went  to  Continental  be¬ 
cause  of  the  company’s  size,  ability 


to  handle  the  account,  flexibility 
and  willingness  to  meet  United 
Methodist  needs  and  market-fo¬ 
cused  aim  to  increase  the  number  of 
participant  congregations. 

Continental,  based  in  New  York, 
is  licensed  to  operate  in  all  50  states 
and  Puerto  Rico. 

Council  officials  acknowledged 
that  no  insurance  company  can  pro¬ 
vide  all  coverage  desired.  Continen¬ 
tal,  like  many  other  companies,  does 
not  cover  earthquake  damaee  in 


earthquake-prone  states  or  write 
workers’  compensation  insurance  in 
1 0  states  and  excludes  from  coverage 
wind  damage  in  certain  seacost  areas. 

Further  negotiation  is  expected 
for  local-church  “vicarious  liabil¬ 
ity”  policies  for  sexual  misconduct 
by  clergy  or  other  workers.  The 
church’s  finance  council  would  pre¬ 
fer  “per  occurrence”  coverage — 
that  is,  an  alleged  incident  would  be 
covered  by  the  policy  in  place  when 
the  incident  occurred. 


Continental  has  offered  sexual- 
abuse  coverage  on  a  “claims-made” 
basis,  in  which  an  incident  would 
be  covered  by  the  policy  in  place  at 
the  time  a  claim  is  made. 

Since  some  sexual-abuse  inci¬ 
dents  come  to  light  years  later  ow¬ 
ing  to  “post-traumatic  stress 
disorder” — loss  of  memory  and  de¬ 
layed  recollection — the  latter  type 
of  insurance  may  require  purchase 
of  extended  coverage  for  years  oth- 
wise  uncovered. 


Conferences  shift  insurance  costs 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Most  of  United  Methodism’s  72 
regional  bodies  in  the  United 
States  known  as  annual  confer¬ 
ences  approved  slight  budget  in¬ 
creases  and  anticipated  new 
programs  this  spring  and  summer. 

But  at  least  a  dozen  either  cut  or 
froze  their  1994  budgets.  Some  cut 
staff  and  programs  to  meet  spiral¬ 
ing  expenses. 

In  North  Indiana,  for  example, 
members  of  the  conference  cabi¬ 
net  agreed  to  a  salary  freeze  for  the 
coming  year.  The  conference  also 
voted  to  eliminate  two  program 
staff  positions  and  reduced  the 
number  of  districts  (smaller  geo¬ 
graphic  regions,  each  overseen  by 
a  superintendent)  from  10  to  9. 

Budget  cuts  had  less  to  do  with 
overall  financial  crises  than  with 
continued  increases  in  health  care. 

Many  reductions  reflect  a  shift 
from  conference-paid  pastor  bene¬ 


fits  to  a  new  system  of  direct  bill¬ 
ing  of  local  churches  for  ministers’ 
health  insurance.  Budget  cuts  in 
Central  Pennsylvania  (by  18  per¬ 
cent),  New  York  (1 1  percent)  and 
Northwest  Texas  (11.16  percent) 
were  all  attributed  to  that  shift. 

California  Nevada  reduced  its 
50-percent  subsidy  for  health-care 
premiums  to  25  percent  but  de¬ 
clined  to  bill  churches.  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  asked  pastors  and 
lay  employees  to  pay  1  percent  of 
their  salaries  toward  coverage. 

Contrasted  with  last  year's  nega¬ 
tive  response  to  UMCare,  a  pro¬ 
posed  churchwide  health-insurance 
plan  which  later  was  ruled  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  church’s  constitution, 
eight  conferences  adopted  Health- 
Hex,  a  second  plan  proposed  by  the 
denomination's  General  Board  of 
Pensions  and  Benefits. 

The  church’s  Horida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  estimates  it  will  save 
$300,000-$ 700,000  annually  through 


Health-Hex,  which  others  lay  and 
clergy  employees  a  choice  of  benefits. 

Other  conferences  adopting  the 
plan  were  Troy.  Rocky  Mountain, 
Yellowstone,  Desert-Southwest, 
North  Georgia  and  Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  Missionary. 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Wyo¬ 
ming  chose  other  new  health-care 
plans  for  their  employees. 

With  concerns  about  health-care 
costs  hitting  conferences  close  to 
home — and  with  the  unveiling  of 
President  Clinton’s  health-care  re¬ 
form  package  months  behind  sched¬ 
ule — several  United  Methodist  con¬ 
ferences  reiterated  the  denomina¬ 
tionwide  call  for  cost  controls. 

Maine,  Western  North  Carolina, 
Oregon-ldaho,  Pacific  Northwest, 
West  Michigan,  Wyoming.  Yellow¬ 
stone  and  New  York  all  supported 
universal  access  to  health  care. 

New  York  also  called  for  in¬ 
creased  government  funding  to 
women’s  health  research. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  DIES:  a 

memorial  service  was  scheduled  this  week  for 
the  Rev.  Wayne  M.  Lindecker.  retired  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Mr.  Lindecker  died  in 
Nashville  July  4  at  age  71.  When  he  retired  in 
1984,  he  was  director  of  adult  education  for 
Discipleship’s  section  on  Christian  Education. 

HISPANIC  MINISTRIES:  Hispanic 
churches  are  invited  to  send  representatives  to 
the  organizational  meeting  of  the  interdenomi¬ 
national  National  Council  of  Hispanic  Minis¬ 
tries  Jan.  21-23,  1994,  in  Newark,  N.J.  Officers 
are  the  Rev.  Johnny  Alicea-Baez,  Reformed 
Church  of  America,  chairperson;  Magda  E.  Mo¬ 
rales,  United  Methodist  Church,  vice-chair;  the 
Rev.  Angel  Bonilla,  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ),  secretary;  and  the  Rev.  Jose  L.  Ortiz, 
American  Baptist  Churches,  treasurer. 

'CANOEING  FOR  KIDS':  A  South  Car¬ 
olina  United  Methodist  plans  to  canoe  2,054 
miles  to  raise  money  for  the  church’s  Epworth 
Children’s  Home  in  Columbia,  S.C.  Jay  Alley,  a 
member  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Columbia,  S.C.,  will  leave  New  York  Aug. 
14  and  hopes  to  reach  New  Orleans  around  Oct. 
9.  A  15-member  team  of  family  and  friends  will 
take  turns  to  make  up  his  three-man  crew.  One 
member  will  be  his  father,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Al¬ 
ley.  pastor  of  College  Place  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Columbia.  The  goal  of  the  team  is  to 
raise  $100,000. 

CORRECTIONS:  A  story  in  the  July  2  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter  mislocated  a  spiritual 
cleansing  of  former  KGB  headquarters.  The 
building  was  located  in  Tallinn,  Estonia.  An 
item  in  this  column  July  9  misidentified  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  and  failed  to 
indicate  that  the  conference  includes  portions 
of  Wyoming  as  well  as  of  Utah  and  Colorado. 
The  Reporter  regrets  these  errors. 

ASIAN-AMERICAN  MEETINGS:  Sev- 

eral  groups  of  Asian-American  United  Method¬ 
ists  will  meet  this  summer  and  fall.  Groups, 
dates  and  meeting  sites  are:  United  Methodist 
Asian-American  clergywomen,  Aug.  2-5,  Santa 
Barbara,  Calif.  Southern  Asian  National  Caucus 
of  United  Methodists  second  national  convoca¬ 
tion,  Aug.  6-8,  Nashville.  National  Filipino- 
American  United  Methodists,  Aug.  9-13,  Hono¬ 
lulu.  National  Japanese- American  United  Meth¬ 
odist  caucus,  annual  clergy  retreat,  Aug.  25-27, 
San  Diego.  National  Federation  of  Asian-Ameri¬ 
can  United  Methodists,  1993  general  assembly, 
Sept.  18-20,  Lincolnwood,  Ill. 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  LEADER:  Diaco- 

nal  minister  Donna  D.  Gaither  of  Brentwood, 
Tenn.,  has  been  named  director  of  church 
school  growth  and  development  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville.  She  has  served  as  director  of  program 
for  Brentwood  UMC  and  is  a  certified  director 
of  Christian  education. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


She  mixes  magic  with  love  and  money 

United  Methodist  laywoman's  'bag  of  tricks'  soothes  physical  and  financial  hurts 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

When  Mary  Ann  Campbell 
was  a  college  student,  she  wanted 
to  be  a  missionary. 

Now  the  spariding,  fast-talking 
dynamo  says  she  feels  she  has  be¬ 
come  one — albeit  an  unusual  one. 

The  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  is  the  new  head  of  the 
National  Women's  Business 


Council,  recently  appointed  by 
President  Bill  Clinton. 

Between  her  early  dreams  of  be¬ 
coming  a  missionary  and  her  pres¬ 
ent  unpaid  national  responsibility 
of  helping  women  in  business, 
Mrs.  Campbell  took  what  might 
have  appeared  to  be  a  detour. 

Seventeen  years  ago,  Mrs. 
Campbell  looked  for  something 
she  and  her  son  John,  then  age  7, 


could  do  together. 

They  settled  on  magic,  and 
both  became  magicians. 

She  said  John,  now  24  and  a 
Memphis  attorney,  outgrew  it. 
She  didn’t. 

Mrs.  Campbell,  a  certified  finan¬ 
cial  planner,  lives  in  Little  Rock 
with  her  husband,  Guy,  a  business¬ 
man.  They  are  members  of  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Church. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

LITTLE  ROCK — Mary  Ann  Campbell  makes  a  pencil  disappear  for  some  children  at  the  Med- 
Camp  at  Camp  Aldersgate,  a  United  Methodist  Women's  Division  project.  Med-Camps  allow 
children  with  disabilities  to  have  an  outdoor  camping  experience.  President  Clinton  recently  ap¬ 
pointed  Mrs.  Campbell  head  of  the  National  Women's  Business  Council. 


In  the  early  years  of  their  mar¬ 
riage.  a  frequent  houseguest  was 
a  young  politician  named  Bill 
Clinton  whom  they  had  met 
through  friends.  In  1976,  Mrs. 
Campbell  had  needlepointed  a 
red,  white  and  blue  plaque  which 
she  framed  and  hung  over  the 
guest  bed.  It  read,  “Bill  Clinton 
slept  here." 

Magic  ministry 

Magic  became  her  ministry  on 
a  number  of  levels,  she  said: 
teaching  magic  to  people  with 
disabilities  to  help  with  their 
therapy  and  using  magic  to  make 
a  point  in  the  many  speeches  she 
gives  around  the  country  on  fi¬ 
nancial  planning. 

For  ten  years,  she  worked  as  a 
volunteer  with  patients  at  hospi¬ 
tals  and  rehabilitation  centers, 
performing  and  teaching  them 
magic  tricks. 

She  watched  as  physical  exer¬ 
cises  became  more  fun  and  less 
painful  when  patients  were  per¬ 
forming  tricks.  And  attempted 
magic,  successful  or  not,  brought 
the  best  therapy  of  all:  laughter. 

For  the  past  five  summers  she 
has  worked  as  a  volunteer  with 
children  at  the  Med-Camps  at 
Camp  Aldersgate — a  project  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women's 
Division — teaching  sick  children 
the  magic  of  magic. 

Med-Camps  allow  children 
with  disabilities  such  as  muscular 
dystrophy,  cerebral  palsy,  spina 
bifida,  asthma,  cystic  fibrosis 
and  cancer  to  have  an  outdoor 
camping  experience. 

Also,  said  Mrs.  Campbell, 
laughing,  the  children  leave  camp 
with  their  bag  of  magic  tricks 


knowing  how  to  do  something  no 
one  else  knows  how  to  do. 

Although  her  work  with  the 
National  Women’s  Business 
Council  prevents  her  from  work¬ 
ing  at  Camp  Aldersgate  this  sum¬ 
mer,  she  told  the  Reporter  that 
she  has  trained  several  teen-age 
magicians  to  carry  on  the  work. 

Nearly  20  years  ago,  Mrs. 
Campbell  used  magic  to  spark 
her  lectures  on  money  manage¬ 
ment  at  the  University  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  at  Little  Rock. 

That  proved  so  successful  that 
she  hosted  a  weekly  television 
show  titled  “Money  Magic” 
which  won  the  Bronze  Award  at 
the  1980  International  Film  and 
TV  Festival  of  New  York. 

"Money  Magic”  turned  into  a 
business  for  Mrs.  Campbell,  who 
is  now,  according  to  “Money" 
magazine,  one  of  the  top  certified 
financial  planners  in  the  country. 

Serious  about  money 

While  Mrs.  Campbell  is  quick 
to  laugh  and  quicker  to  share  her 
love  of  magic,  she  is  dead  serious 
about  her  message  of  money 
management. 

Marriages  fail,  lives  fall  apart, 
children  are  abused  partly  as  a 
result  of  extreme  financial  diffi¬ 
culties,  she  said.  Many  financial 
difficulties  can  be  avoided 
through  careful  planning. 

At  present  she  is  focusing  on 
difficulties  women  business  own¬ 
ers  face  throughout  the  United 
States. 

The  National  Women’s  Busi¬ 
ness  Council,  which  she  heads, 
holds  hearings  around  the  coun¬ 
try  to  identify  barriers  to  busi¬ 
nesses  owned  by  women. 


Kentucky's  modern-day  circuit  rider  is  the  real  thing 


The  Rev.  Sewell  Woodward,  an  evangelistic- 
minded  district  superintendent,  gave  these 
simple  instructions:  ' Preach  the  gospel  the  way  it 
used  to  be  preached.'  Willis  Cooper  said  he 
welcomed  the  opportunity. _ 


By  ROGER  ALFORD 

OLDTOWN,  Ky.— The  white 
hair  and  wrinkles  are  signs  that 
the  Rev.  Willis  Cooper  remem¬ 
bers  “the  old  paths”  he  preaches 
about  as  eastern  Kentucky’s  offi¬ 
cially  designated  United  Meth¬ 
odist  circuit  rider. 

Mr.  Cooper,  79,  a  lay  preacher 
Jrom  South  Shore,  Ky.,  is  the  last 
of  his  kind  even  in  rural  Appala¬ 
chia — an  area  the  Methodists 
conquered  on  horseback  more 
than  a  century  ago. 

Influenced  by  circuit  riders 
who  came  through  the  area  when 
he  was  a  youth,  Mr.  Cooper  is  de¬ 
termined  to  remind  present-day 


United  Methodists  of  their  roots. 
In  fact,  his  entire  ministry  is 
geared  to  that. 

When  Mr.  Cooper  retired  last 
year  as  pastor  of  tiny  Hopewell 
United  Methodist  Church,  the 
Rev.  Sewell  Woodward,  district 
superintendent,  had  a  new  job 
waiting  for  him. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  immediately 
appointed  circuit  rider  with  the  re- 
sponsibility  of  preaching  at 
churches  throughout  the  Northern 
Highlands  region  of  Kentucky  to 
give  new-age  United  Methodists  a 
glimpse  of  their  past. 

Mr.  Woodward,  an  evangelis¬ 
tic-minded  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  gave  these  simple  instruc¬ 


tions:  “Preach  the  gospel  the  way 
it  used  to  be  preached.” 

Mr.  Cooper  said  he  welcomed 
the  opportunity. 

“Too  many  United  Methodists 
haven’t  heard  the  old  story,”  he 
said.  “We’re  forgetting  what  the 
old  paths  are.” 

Mr.  Cooper,  sporting  a  black 
suit  and  tie,  a  white  shirt  and 
topped  with  a  broad-rimmed  hat, 


looks  the  part  when  he  visits  the 
region’s  churches. 

In  the  pulpit,  he  opens  his 
worn  Bible  to  Jeremiah,  flips 
through  the  pages  to  chapter  6 
and  reads  verse  16: 

“Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye 
in  the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask  for 
the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good 
way,  and  walk  therein,  and  ye 
shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.  But 


they  said,  ‘We  will  not  walk 
therein.’  ” 

The  old  preacher  looks  up,  his 
eyes  glistening,  then  shakes  his 
head  in  frustration. 

“We  have  too  many  people  in 
our  Methodist  churches  who 
know  who  won  the  ballgame  yes¬ 
terday,”  he  declares.  “They  know 
Elvis  Presley  is  dead.  But  they 
don't  know  Jesus  was  ever  bom. 
We  have  to  reach  these  people.” 

In  his  new  job,  Mr.  Cooper 
travels  eastern  Kentucky  visiting 
churches  from  South  Shore  to 
Pikeville  preaching  in  the  only 
style  he  knows — the  old  style. 

Mr.  Alford  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  in  Ashland,  Ky. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si.  15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  SI 5  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

PEACHTREE  ROAD  UMC.  growing  4200- 

member  church,  seeks  youth  minister.  Church 
supports  outreach-oriented  program.  Join  first- 
rate  staff.  Salary  commensurate  with  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Send  vita  and  application  letter:  Dr. 
Margaret  Ann  Crain,  Director  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  3180  Peachtree  Road,  NE,  Atlanta,  GA 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

Full-time.  Available  August  1,  1993,  for  2200- 
member  congregation  in  growing  university  city. 
Responsibilities  include  planning  and  coordinat¬ 
ing  ministries  for  total  education  program.  Expe¬ 
rience  and  training  in  this  or  related  field 
required.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  1086.  Tallahassee.  FL  32302, 
attn:  Fred  Drake. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  S525 
four  weeks  Suhday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

TWO  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE—  The  Appala- 

chia  Service  Project,  a  home  repair  and  building 
ministry  in  Central  Appalachia.  Center  Director- 
manages  housing  programs  and  staff  at  Chavies 
Kentucky  Housing  Services  Center.  Experience 
in  personnel  management  with  bachelor's  degree 
and  construction  experience  preferred.  Salary  be¬ 
gins  at  S 1 9,000  plus  benefits.  Also,  Volunteer  and 
Community  Coordinator-  two  year  position  at 
the  Jonesville  Virginia  Center.  $7,000  salary  plus 
room  and  board,  work  vehicle  and  benefits.  Send 
letter  and  resume  to:  Regional  Director,  Appala¬ 
chia  Service  Project,  117  W.  Watauga  Avenue, 
Johnson  City,  TN  37604.  Deadline  for  applica¬ 
tions  July  30. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR .  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  S38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 

Buses,  vans  and  luggage  trailers.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (800)  330-3622. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort. 
For  groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 
Lodging  (now  with  more  showers!).  S  10.50  tick¬ 
ets,  and  meals  all  included!  Call  (501)  253-8418 
today! 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education  working  primarily  with  children 
and  youth.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  202  S.  Main  Street,  Hamburg, 
AR  71646  or  call  (501)  853-5417.  August  1 

deadline. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  2500- 
member  church,  full-time,  salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  and  references  to:  St.  Paul  UMC.  P.O.  Box 
3396.  Abilene.  TX  79604  or  call  (915)  672-7814. 

NEEDED!  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion/Youth  Ministry.  Tennison  Memorial 
UMC.  850  -t-  members,  located  northeast  Tex- 

as.  College  graduate  preferred.  If  interested, 
contact:  Pastor,  Jesse  Harris  (903)  572-5341, 
or  mail  resume  to:  Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant,  TX 
75456-0967. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Orgamst 

position.  Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church. 
810  North  Campbell.  El  Paso.  Texas.  (915)  533- 
2674.  1  500-member  congregation.  Requires  or- 
gan/choral  training,  advanced  degree  in  organ 
performance  and  choral  conducting.  Graded  cho¬ 
ral  and  handbell  program.  35  rank.  3  manual. 
Mollcr  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resume  and  references  to:  Rev. 
Charles  Crutchfield  at  above  address. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION:  DIRECTOR  OF 

Christian  Education  and  Youth.  Must  be  experi¬ 
enced.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  and  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  3737  South  Peoria  Avenue,  Tulsa,  OK 
74105-3288.  Would  consider  part-time  Director 
of  Christian  Education. 

YOUTH  AND  LEISURE  TIME  MINISTRY  Di- 
rector,  lull-lime  position  in  a  growing  1 100-mcm- 
ber  congregation  with  all  new  facilities,  including 
a  Family  Life  Center  with  gym  and  a  softball/rc- 
c  real  ion  field.  Position  available  immediately. 
Salary  commensurate  with  education  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  Staff  Parish  Committee. 
Middletown  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box 
43033.  Louisville.  KY  40253-0033. 

GROWING  3900-MEMBER  UNITED  Method¬ 

ist  Church  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Children's 
Ministries.  Excellent  facilities,  supportive  congre¬ 
gation,  current  strong  program.  Position  requires 
degree  in  related  field  and  administrative,  super¬ 
visory.  budget  experience,  strong  communication 
skills  and  knowledge  of  United  Methodist 
Church.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Send  re- 
sume  and  letter  of  recommendation  to:  Marvin 
United  Methodist  Church,  300  W.  Erwin,  Tyler, 
TX  75702-7190,  attn:  Dr.  Ben  Chamncss.  Senior 
Minister. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
Full-time,  primary  responsibilities  with  children 
and  adult  ministries.  Graduate  degree  or  experi¬ 
ence.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  and  refer- 
cnees  to:  First  United  Methodist.  P.O.  Box  3247. 
Beaumont.  TX  77704 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  Dircc- 
tor  (established  youth  program).  Growing  1500- 
member  church  in  college  town  near  skiing. 
Christian  education  degree  or  experience  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  DOE.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend 
Bill  Sylskar,  First  UMC.  808  North  Monterey, 
Farmington;  NM  87401. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FAMILY  LIFE  Direc¬ 

tor.  Director  needed  to  manage  Family  Life  Cen¬ 
ter  and  for  programming  events  with  the  Council 
on  Family  Ministries.  Bachelor’s  degree  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  directing  a  facility  preferred;  experi¬ 
ence  in  programming  events  needed.  For  job 
description  or  to  send  resume:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  805  E.  Den¬ 
man,  Lufkin,  TX  7590 1 .  Telephone:  (409) 
639-3141. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FULL-TIME  Director 
of  Youth  Ministries.  Dwight  UMC,  Box  40. 
Dwight.  IL  60420.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  ex¬ 
perience/training.  Resume  by  July  3 1 . 

Mexican  Methodists  will  remember  'Senor  Bob' 


COCOTITLAN,  Mexico— Bob  McLean 
(photo  at  right)  found  a  personal  ministry 
in  leading  work  teams  to  Mexico,  like  this 
one  which  installed  a  steeple  on  a  Method¬ 
ist  sanctuary  in  Cocotitlan. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  Methodists  of  Mexico  called  him  "Senor 
Bob.” 

Bob  McLean,  59,  led  a  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  to  Cocotitlan,  Mexico  in  July  1992. 

He  had  eagerly  anticipated  his  first  trip  as 
team  leader  because  he  felt  he  had  found  his 
ministry  in  volunteer  mission  work,  said  his 
wife,  the  Rev.  Claire  Childress  of  Denver. 

Ms.  Childress  said  that  challenges  such  as  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  a  foreign  country  weren’t  daunting 
to  her  husband,  an  entrepreneur  in  banking  and 
rear  estate  and  a  Presbyterian  layman. 

“He  had  deep  roots  in  Mexico  and  wanted  to 
live  there  someday,”  she  added. 

Fluent  in  Spanish,  “Senor  Bob”  was  in  charge 
of  the  crew  installing  the  steeple  of  a  Methodist 
sanctuary  in  Cocotitlan,  said  Ms.  Childress,  who 
elected  to  keep  her  own  name  upon  marriage. 

One  last  trip 

When  the  work  was  completed,  "Senor  Bob.” 
the  other  volunteers  and  their  Mexican  hosts 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Popacatepetl  volcano  out¬ 
side  Mexico  City. 

There,  high  in  the  volcanic  mountains,  Mr. 
McLean  gave  the  benediction  at  the  worship 
service  concluding  the  work  team’s  visit. 

Ten  minutes  later,  back  at  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  Mr.  McLean  dropped  dead  of  a  heart 
attack. 

“There  was  immense  grief  and  guilt  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Methodists,”  Ms.  Childress 
said.  “They  were  afraid  they’d  contributed  to 
his  death. 

"Bob  had  had  a  heart  attack  in  1977,  but  he 
was  quite  fit  and  hadn't  disclosed  his  history  to 
anyone.” 

Since  last  July  the  Methodist  Church  of  Coco¬ 
titlan  has  sustained  a  prayer  covenant  for  the 
welfare  of  “Senor  Bob’s”  widow  and  their 
grown  children,  Linda  and  Michael. 

Ms.  Childress,  in  particular,  has  needed  the 
support  of  their  prayers. 

Just  before  her  husband  left  for  Mexico  last 
year,  Ms.  Childress  was  moved  from  St.  Andrew 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Littleton,  Colo.,  to 
be  the  first  female  senior  pastor  of  a  United 


High  in  the  volcanic  mountains, 
Mr.  McLean  gave  the  benediction 
at  the  worship  service  concluding 
the  work  team's  visit.  Ten 
minutes  later  he  dropped  dead. 


Methodist  congregation  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

That  change  almost  made 
her  ask  him  not  to  go  to 
Mexico. 

“He  was  a  wonderful 
clergywoman’s  husband,” 

Ms.  Childress  said.  “I  want¬ 
ed  so  much  for  him  not  to 
leave  then — we  moved  to 
Salt  Lake  City  just  two 
weeks  before  the  work  team 
left. 

“I  knew  he  would  stay  if  I  asked  him,  but  I 
also  knew  how  much  he  wanted  to  go,  so  I 
didn’t  ask  him  not  to.” 

The  stresses  of  being  a  congregation’s  first  fe¬ 
male  pastor  became  magnified  in  the  midst  of  her 
own  grief,  Ms.  Childress  said.  Without  her  hus¬ 
band,  she  said,  she  found  herself  unwanted  by  the 
Salt  Lake  City  congregation.  She  elected  to  return 
to  Denver  on  a  leave  of  absence  this  year. 

Remembering  his  life 

Ms.  Childress  told  the  Reporter  that  she 
hopes  the  grief  of  the  past  year  will  be  relieved 
by  the  special  observance  planned  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Mexico  on  July  3 1 . 

On  that  day,  a  portrait  of "Sefior  Bob"  will  be 
hung  in  the  Cocotitlan  church  next  to  a  portrait 
of  the  congregation's  founder.  A  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  held  at  Popacatepetl,  where  Ms. 
Childress  and  her  children  will  scatter  some  of 
“Senor  Bob’s”  ashes. 

"Ana  Maria  Guzman,  who  works  with  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  for  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico,  told  me  that  Bob  was  the  best  work 
team  leader  she’d  ever  worked  with,”  Ms.  Chil¬ 
dress  said. 

“We  plan  to  celebrate  Bob’s  life  and  work  on 
July  31.” 


Bob  McLean 
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The  Rev.  C. 

Richard  Hoffpauir 
Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent 
Dean  of  the 
Louisiana 

Conference  Cabinet 


In  the  sixth  chapter  of  St.  Paul’s  Letter  to  the  Ga¬ 
latians  there  are  two  verses  that  are  seemingly  con¬ 
tradictory.  In  verse  five,.  Paul  says,  “For  all  must 
carry  their  own  loads."  But  in  verse  two,  Paul  has  al¬ 
ready  said,  “Bear  one  another’s  burdens  and  in  this 
way  you  will  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ." 

I  believe  that  in  the  seeming  contradiction  we  find  a  needed  balance, 
a  profound  understanding  of  Christian  community. 

First,  Paul  is  telling  us  that  one  can  solve  someone  else’s  problems 
for  him.  I  am  talking  about  personal  problems  that  have  to  do  with 
emotions,  wills  and  decision-making,  not  about  problems  of  living  that 
require  the  expertise  of  a  mechanic,  a  dentist,  a  lawyer,  a  plumber,  etc. 

Sometimes  a  person  comes  into  my  office,  lays  out  a  personal  prob¬ 
lem  and  expects  me  to  offer  a  quick,  easy  solution.  I  have  to  admit  that 
I  do  not  have  a  reservoir  of  stock  solutions  or  quick  fixes  to  draw  from 
and  hand  out  according  to  the  nature  of  the  dilemma.  But  after  they  re¬ 
alize  this,  they  go  on  to  share  with  me,  and  me  with  them.  Out  of  the 
sharing  a  solution  may  come. 

We  can  share  with  a  person,  listen  to  him,  respond  to  him,  but  we 
cannot  solve  his  problems  for  him. 

Many  of  us  are  guilty  of  what  has  been  called  “overbearing,"  that  is, 
trying  to  bear  too  much  of  the  burdens  of  others.  We  think  we  have  to 
give  advice  or  provide  answers.  We  feel  that  we  have  to  fix  everything. 
We  envision  ourselves  riding  on  a  noble  white  charger,  coming  to  the 
rescue  of  those  in  distress.  The  truth  is  none  of  us  can  solve  another 
person’s  problem  for  him. 

A  second  truth  that  comes  from  the  blending  of  these  seemingly  con¬ 
tradictory  words  of  Paul  is:  No  one  can  solve  his  own  problems  by  him¬ 
self.  We  cannot  bear  our  burdens  without  the  love,  care,  support  and 
encouragement  of  others. 

We  like  to  think  that  we  are  self-sufficient,  that  we  can  make  it  on 
our  own,  that  we  can  handle  whatever  life  thrusts  upon  us.  But  there  is 
a  built-in  interdependency  in  life  that  none  of  us  can  escape.  And  if  we 
remain  aware  of  this,  we  can  avoid  in  our  relationships  what  has  been 
called  “underbearing,”  that  is  caring  or  bearing  too  little,  that  every- 
man-for-himself-and-the-heck-with-the-other-person  attitude  that  is  so 
prevalent  in  our  society  today. 

A  Christian  style  of  caring  is  neither  a  smothering  dependence  nor 
an  indifferent  independence.  It  is  a  wholesome  interdependence,  a  rec¬ 
ognition  that  we  minister  to  others  and  they  minister  to  us.  And  in  that 
interchange  the  Spirit  of  God  works  in  a  healing  way. 


Regina  L.  Wren,  LEFT,  and  Kem  Franklin  Alexander  were  consecrat¬ 
ed  as  diaconal  ministers  at  Annual  Conference. 

Two  diaconals  consecrated 
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Nine  ordained  elders  at  Conference 


Received  into  full  membership  and  ordained  as  elders  at  Annual  Conference  were,  FROM  LEFT,  FRONT 
ROW,  Rev.  Richard  T.  Stiltner  |r.,  Rev.  Sandra  S.  Huber,  Rev.  Jose  Garcia  and  Rev.  Timothy  M.  Smith, 
and,  FROM  LEFT,  BACK  ROW,  Rev.  Stephen  P.  Carter,  Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III,  Rev.  Darlene  A. 
Moore-James,  Rev.  Leslie  Akin  and  Rev.  Frank  B.  Akin. 


Two  lay  persons,  Regina  L.  Wren 
and  Kem  Franklin  Alexander,  who 
serve  the  UMC  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  were  consecrated  as  diaconal 
ministers  at  the  23rd  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

This  certification  is  the  highest 
professional  designation  a  lay  per¬ 
son  can  reach  in  the  UM  church. 

Regina  L.  Wren 

Regina  L.  Wren  is  on  the  staff  at 
Noel  UM  Church  in  Shreveport 
where  she  serves  as  director  of 
Neighborhood  Ministries,  an  out¬ 
reach  mission  of  the  church. 

“I  love  working  with  the  laity  as 
they  volunteer  their  time  to  assist 
local  low  income  families  and  chil¬ 
dren,”  she  said.  “The  volunteers 
teach  me  daily  what  it  means  to  be 
an  active  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 
Our  clients  truly  help  me  get  my 
priorities  right  and  fill  me  with  ap¬ 
preciation  for  my  life  and  family.” 

A  native  of  Denison,  Texas, 
where  she  grew  up,  Wren  joined  the 
UM  church  while  in  her  teens. 

She  received  a  BS  degree  in  ele¬ 
mentary  education  at  Centenary. 

“I  entered  the  ministry  after 
teaching,"  she  said.  “I  was  getting 
ready  to  be  recertified  and  resume 
teaching  when  Dr.  Charles  Sim¬ 
mons,  then  Noel’s  pastor,  asked  me 
to  serve  on  the  staff."  She  did  diac¬ 
onal  studies  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

“I  feel  that  my  years  of  growth 
can  help  me  respond  to  the  needs  of 
others  with  compassion  and  pa¬ 
tience.  I  love  working  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  church.  Each  day 


is  filled  with  new  challenges  and 
gifts.  I  simply  want  to  be  able  to 
make  a  difference  in  some  perma¬ 
nent  ways  in  my  space  on  earth.” 

She  is  married  to  Thomas  Gayle 
Wren,  a  pharmacist  at  Willis 
Knighton  Hospital,  and  they  have 
two  grown  children,  Bradley  Gayle 
and  William  Blake. 

Kem  Franklin  Alexander 

Kem  Franklin  Alexander  grew  up 
in  Ruston  and  his  home  church  is 
Trinity  UMC.  He  joined  the  UMC 
in  the  sixth  grade  after  attending 
the  Church  of  God  as  a  child. 

“I  felt  called  into  ministry  at  age 
22,  but  not  to  preach,”  he  said.  “I 
was  led  in  the  area  of  music.” 

He  received  a  bachelor  of  fine 
arts  degree  majoring  in  music  at 
Louisiana  Tech  University  in  Rus¬ 
ton  and  a  master  of  sacred  music 
degree  from  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology. 

He  married  Mary  Linda  Gray 
Alexander. 

“On  my  mother’s  side  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  there  has  been  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  each  generation  since  John 
Wesley  came  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  in 
the  1700’s,”  he  mentioned. 

He  has  served  at  Dubach  (La) 
UMC,  First  UMC  in  Roanoke,  Tex¬ 
as,  First  UMC  in  Lufkin,  Texas, 
and  is  currently  serving  as  minister 
of  music  at  First  UMC,  Monroe. 

Alexander  is  happy  about  his  call 
to  the  music  ministry.  “I  love  my 
work,  “  he  said,  “because  music  is  a 
universal  language  and  takes  up 
where  words  leave  off.” 


Nine  clergy  were  received  into 
full  membership  and  ordained  as 
UM  elders  during  the  1993  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreveport. 

Included  were  a  clergy  couple  and 
a  minister  from  another  denomina¬ 
tion.  Three  women  were  among  the 
group.  Two  ethnics  were  included. 

Those  ordained  said  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  call  to  the  ministry  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  in  their  lives. 

Rev.  Frank  Brunson  Akin 

The  Rev.  Frank  Brunson  Akin 
said,  “I  felt  called  to  the  ministry 
about  10  years  before  I  actually 
heeded  the  call.  Nobody  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  or  my  friends  knew  that.” 

He  was  in  the  retail  gardening 
and  landscaping  business  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  After  he  and  Leslie  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  1987,  they  both  enrolled  in 
Candler  School  of  Theology  togeth¬ 
er  and  received  master  of  divinity 
degrees  at  the  same  time. 

Prior  to  that  time  he  had  received 
degrees  from  LSU  and  had  attended 
graduate  school  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

Akin  became  a  deacon  in  1990. 
He  has  served  as  associate  pastor  of 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  is  pastor  of  Francis  Asbury 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

His  cousin,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Akin 
Means  is  a  retired  pastor  who 
served  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
His  uncle,  the  Rev.  Roy  Akin;  his 
grandfather,  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Akin, 
and  his  great,  great-grandfather 
were  Methodist  ministers.  There  is 
a  possibility  that  the  earliest  Akin 
family  member  in  the  ministry  was 
ordained  by  Bishop  Francis  Asbury. 

“It  is  hard  to  express  the  kind  of 
joy  I  experienced  at  ordination,” 
Frank  Akin  said.  “It  was  a  powerful 
and  joyful  experience,  the  most  joy¬ 
ful  occasion  1  could  imagine.  I’m 
glad  to  be  doing  what  I’m  doing. 
The  church  should  be  a  place  of 
joy.” 

Rev.  Leslie  Nichols  Akin 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Nichols  Akin  is 
director  of  educational  and  worship 
ministries  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries. 

Previously,  as  a  lay  member,  she 
was  director  of  The  Lighthouse,  a 
ministry  of  educational  develop¬ 
ment  for  low  income  persons  in  the 
urban  area  adjacent  to  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

She  designed  and  originated  the 
program  which  has  been  emulated 
in  other  communities. 

Her  father,  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Nichols,  is  a  retired  UM  minister  in 
the  Florida  Conference  where  he 
was  a  dean  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University. 

After  graduating  from  Florida 
Southern  University  and  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  she  became  a 
candidate  for  probationary  mem¬ 
bership  and  deacon’s  orders  in 
1990. 

She  is  married  to  Rev.  Frank  B. 
Akin  and  has  two  sons,  Rory  and 
Chris. 

The  Rev.  Sandra  S.  Huber 

The  Rev.  Sandra  S.  Huber  was 
born  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  grew 
up  there  in  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 

She  will  serve  alongside  her  hus¬ 
band,  the  Rev.  James  Huber. 

In  Colfax  Parish  in  Alexandria 
District,  they  are  now  co-pastors  of 
a  four-church  charge,  Boyce,  First- 
Colfax,  First-Montgomery-Mt.  Zion. 

She  graduated  from  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Missouri  in  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo. 

Huber  served  two  churches  in 
Missouri. 

Always  active  in  the  church,  her 
role  changed  from  laity  to  clergy  lat¬ 
er  than  some. 

“I  had  a  sense  of  call  and  entered 
the  ministry  after  rearing  a  family,” 
she  said. 

The  Hubers  have  three  sons  and 
six  grandchildren. 

Rev.  Stephen  Paul  Carter 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Paul  Carter  is 
following  a  family  tradition.  His  fa¬ 
ther,  the  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter,  re¬ 


tired  at  this  year’s  Annual 
Conference.  Also  in  the  ministry 
were  his  grandfather,  Allen  R. 
Reeves  (deceased)  and  his  uncle, 
Harold  Longfellow. 

Stephen  Carter  was  bom  in  Dal¬ 
las.- The  family  moved  to  Bryson, 
Texas,  Amherst,  Va.,  and  then  to 
Jackson,  La,  where  he  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1971. 

He  graduated  from  Louisiana 
Tech  University,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  and  received  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He 
entered  the  ministry  after  serving 
four  years  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  be¬ 
cause,  he  said,  “I  was  called  to  serve 
and  preach  the  good  news.” 

He  and  his  wife,  Julie  Anne,  have 
two  daughters. 

Carter  has  served  Whitehall  and 
Colquitt,  Gibsland  and  Oak  Grove, 
Harmony  Chapel,  Lisbon  and  Ari¬ 
zona,  Marion  and  Bird’s  Chapel, 
Houma  Heights,  Clanton  Chapel 
and  Pecan  Grove;  Zwolle,  Converse 
and  Noble;  St.  Joseph,  Waterproof 
and  Wesley  and  Oak  Grove  and 
Forest.  He  is  currently  pastor  of 
Crew  Lake,  Little  Creek  and  Union 
Charge. 

Rev.  Jose'  Garcia 

Bom  in  Monterrey,  Mexico,  in 
1957,  the  Rev.  Jose’  Garcia  grew  up 
in  Monroe,  La. 

He  was  reared  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  “My  grandmother 
was  very  devout,  a  very  spiritual 
person,”  he  said. 

He  graduated  from  Northeast 
Louisiana  University.  He  interned 
as  a  social  worker  in  a  mental 
health  facility  in  Tallulah. 

Since  he  is  bi-lingual,  Garcia, 
who  was  by  then  a  member  of  the 
UMC,  worked  with  a  Baptist 
preacher  in  Monroe  in  a  ministry  to 
migrant  workers  from  Columbia. 
The  two  of  them  conducted  Bible 
studies  and  invited  migrant  families 
to  attend  worship  services. 

“I’d  had  an  inkling  that  I  wanted 
to  be  in  some  kind  of  ministry  to 
people  and  it  was  during  this  work 
with  the  migrant  workers,  that  I  re¬ 
alized  what  1  wanted  to  do.  I  began 
to  explore  the  ordained  ministry.” 

He  then  attended  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  where  he  received  a 
master  of  divinity  degree.  While  in 
seminary  he  interned  as  a  chaplain 
at  Harris  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Fort  Worth. 

He  became  a  probationary  mem¬ 
ber  and  deacon  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  in  1988. 

Garcia  served  as  associate  pastor 
of  Saint-Luke  Simpson  and  is  now 
pastor  of  Mooringsport-Oil  City- 
Belcher  Charge. 

He  and  his  wife,  Rebecca,  have 
one  son,  Joseph,  who  is  seven  years 
old. 

Rev.  Timothy  M.  Smith 

His  father.  Dr.  A1  Smith  of  the 


Missouri  West  UM  Conference, 
and  his  mother,  Nancy,  couldn’t 
have  been  prouder  of  their  son,  the 
Rev.  Timothy  M.  Smith  at  his  ordi¬ 
nation.  His  great-grandfather  had 
also  been  a  minister  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

Born  in  1964,  Tim  Smith  grew  up 
in  Kansas  City.  Mo.,  where  for  1 3 
years  his  father  was  pastor  of  Coun¬ 
try  Club  United  Methodist  Church. 

Tim,  who  is  single,  graduated 
from  Tulane  University  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

He  interned  with  Dr.  Mouzon 
Biggs  at  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
largest  churches.  Boston  Avenue 
UMC  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Smith  formerly  was  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in 
New  Orleans  and  is  pastor  of  Trin¬ 
ity  of  Gentilly  in  that  city. 

“I  had  a  calling  when  I  was  a 
freshman  in  college  and  it  was  very 
surprising  to  me  since  I  was  headed 
in  the  opposite  direction  into  busi¬ 
ness,”  he  said. 

Rev.  Darlene  Moore-James 

When  she  was  a  freshman  at  Dil¬ 
lard  University  Darlene  Moore- 
James  knew  she  wanted  to  go  into 
the  ministry. 

It  was  during  that  year  that  her 
sister  to  whom  she  was  “extremely 
close"  said  to  her,  “Darlene,  God  is 
going  to  use  you  in  a  great  way  if 
you’ll  just  let  him.”  Just  after  that 
the  sister  was  killed  in  a  car  acci¬ 
dent. 

At  Dillard,  as  Black  College  Fund 
ambassador,  Moore-James  traveled 
to  six  states  interpreting  and  pro¬ 
moting  the  12  historically  and  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  universities  of  the 
UMC.  One  summer  she  was  one  of 
10  students  in  America  selected  to 
work  with  urban  ministries  in  St. 
Louis.  She  also  visited  Germany  as 
an  exchange  student  from  Dillard. 

“My  life  has  been  blessed,”  she 
said.  One  blessing  she  mentioned 
was  her  home  church,  Newell  UMC 
in  Mandeville.  “From  members  of 
the  church  I  got  a  lot  of  love,  affir¬ 
mation  and  nurturing.” 

Although  her  parents  were  not 
clergy,  she  said,  “1  believe  in  the 
priesthood  of  all  believers.  They 
were  good  role  models.  We  didn’t 
always  have  a  car  but  we  always 
went  to  church.” 

Moore-James  graduated  from 
Dillard  and  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary.  She  is  pastor  of  Jones- 
Mallalieu-Trinity  in  Lake  Charles 
District. 

She  is  married  to  Joshua  James, 
who  teaches  at  Commercial  College 
in  Baton  Rouge.  Their  son,  Joshua 
II,  was  born  on  registration  day  her 
senior  year  in  seminary.  “God  has 
been  good,"  she  added. 

Dr.  Richard  Thompson 
Stiltner  Jr. 

“1  never  thought  I’d  be  back 


where  I  grew  up,"  Dr.  Richard 
Thompson  Stiltner  Jr„  said.  He  is 
pastor  of  McGuire  UMC  in  West 
Monroe. 

He  knew  early  in  life  that  he 
wanted  to  be  a  minister.  He  was 
originally  ordained  before  he  was 
1 8  and  served  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  minister  for  37  years  in 
Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Kentucky. 

“I  was  54  when  I  became  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  four  years  ago,”  he 
said.  “I  found  my  real  home  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

He  graduated  from  Louisiana 
College,  received  a  bachelor  of  di¬ 
vinity  from  Southern  Baptist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  and  a  doctor  of 
theology  in  New  Testament  and 
Greek  from  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

After  joining  the  UM  church  he 
served  two  years  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference  he 
was  pastor  of  Trinity  UMC  of  New 
Orleans  and  John  Wesley  UMC.  He 
then  served  Trinity  of  New  Orleans 
and  Gentilly  which  merged  and  be¬ 
came  Trinity  of  Gentilly. 

“I  love  being  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  I  appreciate  all  my 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  I  was  well  received  and  I  ap¬ 
preciate  it  very  much." 

He  and  his  wife,  Joyce,  have 
three  grown  children  and  three 
grandchildren. 

Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III 

The  pastor  of  Benton  UMC, 
Shreveport  district.  Rev.  William 
A.  Moon  III  is  the  son  of  a  minister. 
The  Rev.  William  Moon  Jr.  retired 
from  the  Virginia  Conference. 

The  younger  Moon  graduated 
from  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute 
with  a  degree  in  animal  science. 

“I  enjoyed  agriculture  and 
worked  at  different  jobs  in  Virginia, 
he  said.  "Then  I  sold  farm  equip¬ 
ment  when  1  moved  to  Louisiana. 
In  ’84  I  made  the  decision  that  I 
had  postponed.  I  went  to  Louisiana 
Tech  and  took  some  courses  to  get 
back  into  the  education  groove.” 

He  then  commuted  to  Dallas  and 
received  a  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Moon  was  formerly  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC.  Bossier. 

He  has  two  teenage  children,  his 
wife  Ann,  has  two  grown  daughters 
and  the  Moons  have  a  grandchild. 

Moon  likes  to  get  members  com¬ 
mitted  to  worship  and  then  into 
various  areas  of  mission. 

“I  like  to  get  them  plugged  into 
relational  or  hand-on  missions,”  he 
explained.  “They  find  it  rewarding 
and  the  church  and  their  mission 
become  meaningful  and  significant 
to  their  lives.” 
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A  sign  comes  to  us 
from  a  helpful  life 


A  blood  vessel  burst  in  the  brain  ~  J .  .  ;  T 

of  Richard  O.  Dowling  a  few  weeks  ECllTOricll 
ago  and  he  died. 

His  obituary  in  “The  New  York 
Times"  indicated  that  he  had  led  a 
relatively  obscure  but  morally  in¬ 
structive  life. 

The  obituary  does  not  state  that 
Mr.  Dowling  was  a  Christian,  but 
there’s  reason  to  believe  he  might 
have  been.  He  attended  a  Roman 
Catholic  university  and  served  on 
the  boards  of  numerous  Roman 
Catholic  organizations  and  causes. 

What  Mr.  Dowling,  an  invest¬ 
ment  banker  and  philanthropist, 
did  with  some  of  his  money,  howev¬ 
er,  most  impresses. 

According  to  the  “Times,”  in  1 990 
he  and  a  friend  “donated  $7  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  instal-  _ 

lation  of  comput-  .  .  .  .  .  , 

ers  and  programs  Any  of  US  COUld  do  far 


in  kindergartens  worse  than  aspire  to  be 

thnrdoufghou8,rMiesS-  remembered  by  our 
sissippi.”  (Missis-  contributions  to  helping 
sippi  was  selected  others,  particularly  those 

iSdtsVrefunc-  who  are  disadvantaged  in 

tionaiiy  illiterate),  one  way  or  another. 

The  goal  of  the 


program  Mr.  Dowling  helped  under¬ 
write  is  to  teach  every  young  person 
in  the  state  to  read  and  write  by  the 
end  of  the  first  grade. 

There’s  more.  Separate  and  apart 
from  the  Mississippi  gift,  Mr.  Dowl¬ 
ing  created  a  foundation  to  help 
people  who  are  mentally  ill  and 
homeless.  And  he  served  on  the 


board  of  the  National  Alliance  to 
End  Homelessness. 

An  impressive  list  of  charitable 
contributions  and  board  member¬ 
ships  does  not  necessarily  add  up  to  2 
life  well  lived,  Christian  or  otherwise. 

Any  of  us,  however,  could  do  fai 
worse  than  aspire  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  as  Mr.  Dowling  will  be,  by 
our  contributions  to  helping  others, 
particularly  those  who  are  disad¬ 
vantaged  in  one  way  or  another. 

We  suspect,  in  fact,  that  far  more 
such  lives  are  lived  than  get  recog¬ 
nized  by  “The  New  York  Times” 
or,  for  that  matter,  by  your  local 
newspaper.  It’s  sadly  true  that  news 
about  the  world’s 
seamier  side  too 
often  overshad¬ 
ows  word  of  kind 
acts  and  generous 
deeds. 

That  being  so, 
it’s  particularly 
gratifying  to  learn 
about  a  Richard 
Dowling  and  con¬ 
tributions  that  he 


made  during  his  life  which  will  bene¬ 
fit  others  far  beyond  his  death. 

Come  to  think  about  it,  aren’t  life- 
after-death  contributions — measured 
in  bankers’  millions  or  widow’s 
mites — the  kind  we  who  call  our¬ 
selves  Christians  ought  to  be  making? 

Somewhere  in  Mississippi,  a  child 
learning  to  read  is  a  sign  unto  us. 


When  is  'post-natal'  life  expendable ? 


The  articles  on  Dr.  Norman 
Tompkins  by  Diane  Huie  Balay 
render  in  graphic  detail  the  horri¬ 
ble  state  of  affairs 
in  the  ongoing 
controversy  on 
abortion.  She  il¬ 
lustrates  with  in¬ 
sightful  precision 
the  oxymoronic 
implementation 
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of  the  methods  of  Norman  Tompkins 
PLAN  (Pro-Life  Action  Network.) 

Are  persecution,  harassment  and 
death  threats  to  a  man,  his  wife  and 
his  family  the  answer  to  “rescuing 
babies  waiting  to  be  bom”? 

While  no  one  has  determined 
with  any  clear  specifics  exactly 
when  life  begins,  these  inhumane 
acts  must  force  us  to  ponder  the 
more  essential  question:  At  what 
point  in  its  post-natal  life  does  a 
human  being  become  expendable? 
Lee  Brookhart 
Eastham,  Massachusetts 

Guess  I  missed  it 

I  guess  I  missed  the  numerical 
figure  of  pre-bom  infants  aborted 
by  Dr.  Norman  Tompkins  (see 
UMR.  June  25).  I  see  he  delivered 
8,000. 

Although  some  of  the  tactics  of 
certain  pro-life  groups  may  leave 
something  to  be  desired,  they 
nonetheless  demonstrate  a  felt 
need  to  save  life.  What  a  terribly 
un-Chris-tian  thing  to  do. 

David  R.  Cottrell 
Gilboa,  Ohio 

Praying  for  babies,  too? 

It  was  most  touching  to  read  that 
Dr.  Norman  Tompkins’  Sunday 
School  class  is  praying  for  him  dur¬ 
ing  these  turbulent  times  (see  UMR, 


A  reader  asks:  “Are  persecu¬ 
tion,  harassment  and  death 
threats  to  a  man,  his  wife  and 
his  family  the  answer  to  -rescu¬ 
ing  babies  waiting  to  be  born' "? 
June  25). 

One  would  greatly  hope  that  the 
class  members  are  praying  not 
only  for  an  end  to  any  violence 
against  the  doctors,  but  also  for  an 


end  to  any  violence  against  the  ba¬ 
bies  in  their  mothers’  wombs. 

Paul  R.  Crikelair 
Elverson,  Pennsylvania 

Pray  for  faithfulness 

As  a  church  we  again  find  our¬ 
selves  embroiled  in  controversy 
over  whether  we  will  be  faithful  to 
God  or  faithful  to  the  demands  of 
the  world.  There  are  many  ways  to 
debate  the  abortion  issue  (see 
UMR,  June  25),  the  homosexual 
issue  (see  UMR,  June  18),  the 
“safe”  sex  issue,  etc. 

Each  time  we  find  ourselves  in 
this  dilemma  what  do  we  do?  Do 
we  go  to  God’s  word  in  search  of 
the  answer?  Do  we  declare  a 
churchwide  period  of  prayer  and 
fasting  to  seek  God’s  wisdom?  No, 
we  merely  debate  and  vote  as 
though  consensus  alone  will  pro¬ 
vide  us  with  divine  direction. 

How  many  United  Methodists 
actually  spent  any  time  in  prayer  on 
the  National  Day  of  Prayer  this 
spring?  How  many  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  actually  being  called  to 
prayer  on  these  controversial  issues 
from  the  pulpit?  Or  are  we  so  afraid 
of  offending  that  we  neglect  our 
duty  both  to  the  truth  and  to  God? 

David  Welch 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Thank  you 

As  the  pastor  of  61st  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church,  I  want 
to  thank  the  Reporter  for  Cynthia 
B.  Astle’s  beautifully  written  arti¬ 
cles  about  61st  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  inter¬ 
view  with  Bishop  Kenneth  L. 
Carder  (see  UMR,  June  18). 

We  have  heard  from  so  very 
many  people,  both  locally  and 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

across  the  country,  who  read  the  ar¬ 
ticles  and  were  pleased  to  know 
what  is  happening  and  what  can 
happen  with  a  vital  ministry  with 
and  among  the  poor  of  our  own 
country.  We  have  had  offers  of  as¬ 
sistance  from  churches  from  the 
east  coast  to  the  west  coast — mostly 
people  who  want  to  come  and  do 
“hands-on”  type  of  work  with  us. 

God  bless  you  for  helping  to 
open  the  eyes  of  thousands  of 
United  Methodists. 

Judy  L,  Loehf 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Women  led,  too 

Cynthia  B.  Astle,  in  the  June  18 
article  headlined,  “What  is  a  class 
leader?”  writes:  “To  lead  local 
Methodist  groups  known  as  classes 
between  the  visits  of  the  clergy, 
Wesley  selected  and  assigned  lay 
men  as  leaders.” 

Actually  Wesley  selected  and  as¬ 
signed  many  lay  women  as  class 
leaders,  supporting  and  encourag¬ 
ing  their  ministry.  Both  lay  wom¬ 
en  and  lay  men  often  moved 
through  the  ranks  to  become  ex- 
horters  and  preachers. 

A  well-written  documentation 
of  this  can  be  found  in  the  new 
book,  “She  Offered  Them  Christ” 
by  Paul  W.  Chilcote,  associate 
professor  of  church  history  and 
Wesleyan  studies,  African  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology  in  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe. 

C.  Diane  Watters 
Beloit.  Kansas 


Pensions'  divestment 
an  act  of  censorship?  Forgiveness  changed  my  mind  on  abortion 


By  ESTHER  B.  WHEELER 

Pornography  is  an  ugly  word,  but 
another  ugly  word  is  censorship. 

Censorship  destroys  ideas,  re¬ 
fuses  to  allow  minds  to  expand ,  lim¬ 
its  creativity  to  a  Milquetoast  kind 
of  literature  and  art.  Through  cen¬ 
sorship,  books  such  as  “The  Scarlet 
Letter”  by  Hawthorne,  “Gone  with 
the  Wind”  by  Margaret  Mitchell, 
“Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin”  by  Harriet 
Beecher  Stowe,  and  Mark  Twain’s 
“Tom  Sawyer”  have  been  banned 
in  schools  or  libraries. 

Fortunately,  this  does  not  happen 
often,  but  the  danger  is  always 
there.  Heaven  help  our  country  if 
we  ever  resort  to  the  burning  of 
books  as  did  Germany. 

1  recently  became  very  concerned 
when  I  heard  that  our  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  had  divested  funds  from  K 
mart  because  they  say  pornography 
is  carried  in  Waldenbooks,  a  subsid¬ 
iary  of  K  mart.  I  am  concerned  be¬ 
cause  I  shop  often  at  Waldenbooks, 
both  in  my  local  shopping  mall  and 
other  malls  where  I  might  be.  It  is 
one  of  my  favorite  book  stores  and  I 
just  couldn’t  understand  the  ratio¬ 
nale  for  a  pornography  charge. 

I  contacted  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions  for  more 
information  and  was  supplied  with 
copies  of  two  letters  and  a  position 
paper  on  pornography. 

The  first  letter  sent  by  the  Board 
of  Pensions  to  Waldenbooks  re¬ 
ferred  to  an  excerpt  from  a  book 
that  had  been  sent  to  the  board 
staff.  This  excerpt  was  perceived  to 
be  pornographic.  It  was  thought 
that  the  book  was  purchased  at  a 
Waldenbooks  store.  However,  the 
staff  contacted  several  Walden¬ 
books  stores  and  found  none  that 
carried  it.  The  letter  giving  this  in- 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Esther 
B.  Wheeler  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Tyre  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Waterloo,  N.Y. 
(North  Central 
New  York  Annual 
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formation  was  sent  to  Ron  Jaffe, 
Waldenbooks  senior  director  of 
marketing,  asking  for  information 
about  “adult”  books  which  the 
stores  might  sell. 

Mr.  Jaffee’s  reply  gave  what  I 
consider  a  very  sensible  and  rea¬ 
soned  response.  He  said  that  while 
the  average  store  carries  between 
15,000  to  20,000  different  titles, 
fewer  than  20  (books  or  magazines) 
could  be  considered  “adult.”  He  re¬ 
flected  that  the  shelves  of  their 
stores  hold  a  wide  array  of  titles 
containing  ideas  as  diverse  as  the 
world  in  which  we  live.  He  pointed 
out  that  everyone  makes  personal 
choices  about  the  value  of  particu¬ 
lar  books  and  they  do  not  believe  it 
is  their  job  as  booksellers  to  make 
these  choices. 

I  don’t  question  the  right  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  to  divest 
funds.  What  worries  me  is  when  I 
hear  criticism  and  suggestions  of 
boycott  of  a  great  book  store  by 
people  who  apparently  have  never 
set  foot  in  such  a  store. 

Surely,  Waldenbooks  has  one  of 
the  largest  selections  of  Bibles  and 
religious  books  of  any  bookstore 
chain.  I  wonder  how  we  would  feel 
if  an  atheist  society  decided  to  boy¬ 
cott  them  because  of  that. 


By  JANE  DeYOUNG  CURREY 

Two  years  ago,  I  was  a  firm  be¬ 
liever  in  abortion  rights.  I’ve  had 
two  abortions. 

Now  I  believe  abortion  is  wrong. 
This  story  tells  what  happened  to 
change  my  mind. 

First  of  all,  what  didn’t  happen: 

S  I  didn’t  suddenly  experience  a 
traumatic  abortion.  My  own  abor¬ 
tions  were  long  in  the  past  and  had 
caused  no  depression  or  other  ap¬ 
parent  psychological  or  physical 
problems. 

y  1  didn’t  see  a  Pro-Life  propa¬ 
ganda  movie.  I  resent  that  kind  of 
emotional  manipulation. 

y  I  wasn’t  convinced  by  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  a  person  or  organization. 

y  I  didn’t  slip  into  a  moralistic 
“sanctity  of  life”  stance  simply  be¬ 
cause  abortion  is  no  longer  an  issue 
in  my  life. 

Started  attending  church 

What  happened  to  me  was  both 
gradual  and  sudden,  both  spiritual 
and  intellectual,  both  unexpected 
and  inevitable. 


My  Witness 


Jane  DeYoung 
Currey  is  a  mem¬ 
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Five  years  ago  I  started  attending 
a  United  Methodist  church.  I  was 
not  a  professed  Christian,  but  a 
seeker.  I  was  keeping  one  foot  on 
the  path  of  Christianity  even  as  I 
explored  other  paths. 

I  chose  The  United  Methodist 
Church  because,  from  my,  “politi¬ 
cally  correct”  world  view,  it  met 
some  important  criteria:  social  ac¬ 
tion  and  a  set  of  basic  beliefs  that 
left  plenty  of  room  for  individual 
differences. 

I  became  friends  with  Cheryl  Gar- 
lick,  the  director  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  She  knew  my  position  on 
abortion,  and  I  knew  that  she  didn’t 
consider  abortion  a  good  choice  for 


either  woman  or  child.  But  it  never 
became  an  obstacle  for  us. 

For  me,  our  different  beliefs  were 
a  matter  of  personal  political 
choice;  on  her  part,  Cheryl  was  de¬ 
liberately  and  wisely  not  addressing 
what  could  become  an  insurmount¬ 
able  barrier  between  us. 

Two  years  later  I  made  the  con¬ 
scious  decision  to  accept  Christ, 
even  though  there  were  still  things  I 
didn’t  understand.  In  retrospect,  I 
see  that  there  were  two  determining 
factors  that  helped  me  set  aside  the 
issues  that  still  bothered  me:  I  was 
frustrated  at  getting  no  closer  to 
God  on  my  own,  and  Cheryl  gave 
me  a  clear  opportunity  to  make  a 
decision. 

None  of  my  feelings  or  opinions 
about  abortion  had  changed.  This 
didn’t  bother  me  because  it  was 
simply  not  an  issue  to  me,  and  it 
didn’t  bother  Cheryl  because  she 
considered  abortion  to  be  of  sec¬ 
ondary  importance  to  primary  issue 
of  the  Gospel  (and  as  she  said  later, 
she  trusted  the  Holy  Spirit). 

Over  a  year  later,  in  a  conversation 
with  someone  outside  the  church,  I 


realized  that  setting  an  arbitrary 
“abortion  legality  line”  somewhere  in 
pre-natal  development  was  a  self- 
serving  deception  on  the  part  of  our 
society — it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
whether  abortion  is  right  or  wrong, 
but  everything  to  do  with  our  percep¬ 
tions  and  sensibilities. 

It  goes  for  everybody 

Still,  the  spiritual,  personal  im¬ 
pact  of  this  new  view  didn’t  hit  me 
until  months  later. 

One  night  I  finally  “got  it”;  if  I 
truly  believe  that  we  are  individual¬ 
ly  precious  to  God,  that  God 
reaches  out  to  us,  seeks  us,  calls  us 
by  name  . . .  then  that  goes  for  ev¬ 
erybody,  not  just  mid-life  adults 
like  me,  but  old  people  and  children 
and  convicted  criminals  and  babies, 
and  those  about  to  be  babies, 
whether  in  a  day  or  in  nine  months. 

My  heart  was  rent  as  I  stood  on 
the  shadowy  edge  of  despair  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  before  God  that  I  had 
ended  two  human  lives  for  my  per¬ 
sonal  convenience.  This  also  even¬ 
tually  occasioned  my  first  conscious 
experience  of  forgiveness  through 
Christ. 

So  today  I  am  no  longer  pro- 
choice.  Neither  have  I  joined  the 
pro-life  lobby.  God  transforms  us 
through  a  relationship,  not  through 
law,  and  my  opposition  to  abortion 
will  make  absolutely  no  sense  to 
someone  who  has  no  relationship 
with  God. 

One  final  comment:  I  still  “be¬ 
long”  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  amazing  to  me  that  one 
denomination  could  embrace  the  two 
“me’s”  I’ve  described  here.  But  the 
same  diversity  that  now  occasionally 
gives  me  fits  also  provides  incredible 
opportunities  for  spiritual  growth. 


What  others  are  saying 


“God  may  be  calling  your  name 
through  an  unexpected  interrup¬ 
tion.  That  interruption  may  damage 
or  redeem.  If  we  choose,  it  may  be¬ 
come  the  moment  for  an  unexpect¬ 


ed  opportunity.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Joe 
Wilson,  Fort  Worth.  Texas,  Area. 

*  *  * 

“It’s  pointless  to  preach  without 


the  deep  conviction  that  the  Lord  of 
glory  ultimately  will  be  the  victor.” 

— The  Rev.  Mvume  Dandala,  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  in  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Jeremiah  17:14) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  25 

Sunday:  Psalms  105:1-1 1 
Monday:  Psalms  105:45b 
Tuesday:  Genesis  28: 1 0- 1 9a 
Wednesday:  Romans  8:26-30 
Thursday:  Romans  8:31-39 
Friday:  Matthew  1 3:3 1-33 


Public  Relations  and 
Community  Outreach 


A  nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news  will  be  viewed  by  various  media 
differently  than  any  other  “newsletter.” 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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UMC  relief  responds  to  Midwest  flooding 
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MONEY  FOR  MANDELA:  Worshipers 
at  Cascade  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta 
gave  SI 2,000  to  the  campaign  and  voter-educa¬ 
tion  fund  of  African  National  Congress  Presi¬ 
dent  Nelson  Mandela,  when  the  black  South 
African  leader  visited  Sunday  worship  service 
July  11.  Cascade’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Walter  Kim¬ 
brough.  was  joined  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery, 
a  retired  United  Methodist  clergyman  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  who  led  the  fund  raising.  Atlanta 
was  the  final  stop  on  Dr.  Mandela's  13-day  tour 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  campaign  funds  for 
South  Africa’s  first  multiracial  elections,  sched¬ 
uled  for  April  1994. 

CRITICAL  COMMENTS:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churchwide  agencies  fail  to  review  needs 
and  eliminate  outdated  programs  before  adding 
new  ones,  said  two-thirds  of  the  respondents  in 
a  recent  survey  of  church  finance  leaders.  In  an¬ 
swer  to  another  question,  90  percent  said  they 
disagree  or  strongly  disagree  with  the  statement, 
"Most  people  in  my  local  church  have  knowl¬ 
edge  about  how  general  church  funds  are 
spent.”  The  survey  was  part  of  a  "listening  proj¬ 
ect”  that  sent  teams  from  a  churchwide  finance 
agency  to  visit  selected  annual  conferences.  The 
church’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  collected  the  information  to  use  in 
planning  churchwide  budgets  for  1997-2000. 

TEAM  'CALLOUS?'  a  decision  by  the 

Cleveland  Indians  baseball  team  to  retain  its 
controversial  Chief  Wahoo 
logo  is  an  example  of  “cal¬ 
lous  insensitivity”  to  Na¬ 
tive  Americans,  according 
to  the  president  of  the  1.6 
million-member  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  Rev. 

Paul  Sherry,  whose  offices 
in  United  Church  head¬ 
quarters  are  within  sight  of  Paul  Sherry 
the  new  stadium  the  Indians  plan  to  move  into. 
In  1991,  the  church's  General  Synod,  its  top 
policy-making  body,  passed  a  resolution  calling 
on  church  members  to  urge  teams  to  drop  “of¬ 
fensive”  logos. 

HEARING  DELAYED:  U.S.  Senate  con¬ 
firmation  hears  for  Surgeon  General  nominee 
Jocelyn  Elders  was  postponed  to  July  23,  after 
the  Senate  committee  had  questions  regarding 
her  business  ethics.  The  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  was  questioned  about  receiving  a  salary 
as  director  of  the  Arkansas  State  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  consultant  fees  from  the  federal 
government.  Although  highly  supported  by  sev¬ 
eral  United  Methodist  groups,  opponents  have 
challenged  Dr.  Elders’  views  on  abortion  and 
sex  education. 

POLL  SHOWS  SUPPORT:  Grassroots 

religious  activists  from  the  nation’s  mainline 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  com¬ 
munities  overwhelmingly  support  lifting  the 
ban  on  gays  in  the  military,  said  a  recent  poll  by 
Interfaith  Impact.  The  poll,  of  Interfaith  Impact 
members  in  268  congressional  districts  and  all 
states  but  Alaska,  showed  84  percent  of  those 
responding  favored  lifting  the  ban,  9  percent 
opposed  and  7  percent  undecided.  Interfaith 
Impact  generally  supports  liberal  positions  on 
most  public  policy  issues  and  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  of  religious  lobbies  in  Washington. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Epic  Hoods  and  rains  in  eight 
Midwestern  states  have  prompted 
an  emergency  appeal  to  members 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  Bishops’  Appeal  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  Midwest  flooding  and 
rain  damage  will  assist  in  relief 
and  rehabilitation  for  the  affect¬ 
ed  people  and  communities  of  at 
least  1 0  annua]  conferences: 
Iowa,  Missouri  East  and  West, 
Southern  and  Central  Illinois, 
Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  South 
Dakota,  Kansas  East  and  Ne¬ 
braska.  (See  related  map  at  right 
for  damage  assessments  available 
through  press  time;  more  are  ex¬ 
pected  this  week.) 

Monetary  gifts  can  be  made  to 
Advance  No.  901690-5  (see  relat¬ 
ed  box  below). 

Reports  available  through 
press  time  said  that  fioods  have 
caused  at  least  23  deaths  since 
June.  Initial  damage  is  estimated 
at  more  than  $4  billion. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  people 
are  homeless  and  ground  trans¬ 
portation  is  hobbled  throughout 
the  region. 

The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  met  last  week  with 
church  leaders  in  affected  areas  to 
develop  a  comprehensive  strategic 
plan  for  deploying  vounteers,  dis¬ 
tributing  supplies  and  food,  pro¬ 
viding  shelters  and  pastoral  care 
when  the  water  recedes. 

A  special  meeting  was  sched¬ 
uled  in  St.  Louis  on  July  17  to 
confirm  relief  efforts.  Initial  grants 
for  those  programs  will  be  made  to 
annual  conferences  this  week. 


of  Midwest  Flooding 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
has  issued  an  appeal  for  emergency 
assistance  funds  for  victims  of  flooding 
in  the  Mississippi  River  basin.  The  funds 
will  be  used  for  relief  and  rehabilitation 
needs  of  the  affected  people  and 
communities  and  in  the  repair  and 
reconstruction  ot  church  buildings  and 
church  property. 


Gifts  should  be  marked: 

Bishops'  Appeal  for  Victims 
of  Midwest  Flooding  and  Rain  Damage 
UMCOR  Advance  <901690-5. 

Make  checks  payable  to: 

Advance  GCFA 

and  submit  through  your  local  church 
to  your  annual  conference  treasurer 
for  forwarding  lo  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 


Using  the  experience  drawn 
from  ministries  to  victims  of  last 
year’s  Hurricane  Andrew,  UM¬ 
COR  has  volunteers  ready  to  ad¬ 
dress  questions  through  a  national 
hotline  from  8  a.m.  (EST)  to  7 
p.m„  at  1-800-554-8583. 

An  UMCOR  disaster  team  met 
with  Iowa  Annual  Conference  of¬ 
ficials  July  13. 

“In  the  midst  of  widespread  dev¬ 
astation  of  homes,  business  and 
farmland,  our  churches  have  been 
present  and  supportive  in  a  variety 
of  ways,”  said  Bishop  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  Jordan  (Iowa  Area). 

“However,  we  are  seriously 
confronted  with  the  reality  that 
when  the  sandbagging  is  over, 
and  the  pumping  of  water  has 
ended,  the  highways  reopened, 
special  shelter  no  longer  needed, 
and  the  last  federal  assistance 
forms  filled  out,  we  will  be  faced 
with  a  tremendous  challenge  of 
caring  for  a  seriously  wounded 
people — sharing  God's  love,  and 
attempting  to  enable  healing, 
trust  and  hope.” 

Iowa  conference  staff  members 
were  among  the  200,000  people 
standing  in  line  for  drinking  wa¬ 
ter  and  showers. 

“The  disaster  itself  is  long  term, 
and  we  can’t  even  do  assessment 
until  the  water  recedes.  And  that’s 
when  it  stops  raining,”  said  Karen 
Tisinger,  Iowa  conference  commu¬ 
nications  director. 

“Life  is  not  going  to  be  the 
same  for  a  long  time,” 

Ms.  Tisinger  told  the  Reporter 
that  church  leaders  are  especially 
worried  about  the  emotional  im¬ 
pact  on  Iowa  farmers  whose 
crops  are  inundated. 

The  stress  from  that  catastro- 


^ Church-related  flooding  in  UMC  conferences 


I  Minnesota  conference 
No  church-related 
damage  at  press  time. 


Iowa  conference 
Conference  office  is  closed,  no  water  or 
electricity.  Bishop's  office  moved  to  First 
UMC,  Indianola.  Entire  state  declared  a 
catrastrophic  disaster.  Church  damage 
assessment  to  come. 


Missouri  West  conference 

Hardin  UMC-  church,  parsonage  flooded, 
area  unaccessible  to  relief  workers. 

Pattonsburg  UMC-  church,  parsonage 
water  damaged. 

Fortescue  UMC-  church,  parsonage 
water  damaged. 


Great  Lakes  J  Wisconsin  conference 
No  church-related 
damage  at  press  time. 


Missouri  East  conference 

Alexandria  UMC-  flooded. 

Bonnets  Mill  UMC-  flooded. 

Canton  City  UMC-  flooded. 

Cedar  City  UMC-  flooded. 

Wesley  UMC,  Jefferson  City-  parsonage 
evacuated. 

Park-Saverton/llasco  UMC,  Hannibal-  cutoff 
by  flood  waters. 

Hartsburg  UMC-flooded. 


I  Northern  Illinois  conference 
No  church-related  damage 
as  of  press  time. 


-  Jcentral  Illinois  conference 

,  UMC  in  New  Canton,  IH.,-  parsonage 
damaged,  minister  evacuated. 

Southern  Illinois  conference  | 

Grafton  UMC-  church  and  parsonage  flooded! 


Memphis  conference 
Conference  office  reports  that 
severe  flooding  is  expected. 


Not  shown:  Nebraska  and  N.  and  S.  Dakota 
conferences  report  no  church-related  damage. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


phe  could  cause,  among  other 
things,  family  abuse,  and  the  po¬ 
tential  for  suicide,  she  said. 

‘There  is  a  lot  of  God-bashing 
up  here,  and  a  lot  of  people  who 
think  that  God  is  mad  at  them,” 
she  said.  “So  our  first  priority  is 
to  provide  extra  training  for  pas¬ 
tors.” 

As  Iowa  United  Methodists  pre¬ 
pare  for  relief  ministries,  churches 
through  the  country  have  pledged 
their  assistance. 


•  The  Louisiana  conference  sent 
9,000  gallons  of  bottled  water  to 
the  flooded  region.  Marcus  Wren 
III,  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden,  La., 
and  president  of  a  water  bottling 
company,  donated  the  water. 

•  Cleveland  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  sent  volunteers  to  Des 
Moines  to  fill  and  lay  sandbags. 

•  Homestead,  Fla.,  United 


Methodist  Church — still  working 
with  Hurricane  Andrew  vic¬ 
tims — has  adopted  Valley  Junc¬ 
tion  community  in  West  Des 
Moines,  Iowa. 

•  Epworth  UMC  will  distrib¬ 
ute  bottled  water,  thanks  to  the 
Memphis  Annual  Conference. 
The  Rev.  Hugh  Stone,  Epworth 
pastor,  said  a  truckload  of  water 
from  United  Methodists  in  the 
Paducah,  Ky.,  district  is  expected 
to  arrive  this  week. 


UMCOR  staff  hit  hard 
by  floods  in  home  state 


When  Wendy  Whiteside  ac¬ 
cepted  the  job  as  communica¬ 
tions  specialist  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
she  had  no  idea  that  her  first  ma¬ 
jor  assignment  would  be  in  her 
home  state  of  Missouri. 

Ms.  Whiteside  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  it  is  “difficult  enough  to 
work  through  one  of  the  biggest 
disasters  of  the  century. 

“But  it’s  worse  to  know  that  it 
hit  your  home  town,”  said  the 
Columbia,  Mo.,  native. 

“You  can’t  do  anything  about 
it.  The  water  keeps  rising.  Every¬ 
body’s  feeling  helpless.” 

This  month,  flooding  from  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers 
and  all  their  tributaries  in  North¬ 
ern  Missouri  as  many  as  15,000 
families  devastated. 

As  Missourians  waited  for  flood 


waters  to  recede,  UMCOR  repre¬ 
sentatives  met  with  30  state  United 
Methodist  church  leaders  on  July 
1 2,  to  receive  an  initial  report. 

Included  in  the  meeting  were 
the  Rev.  Wayne  Jarvis  of  Helena 
(Ark.)  United  Methodist  Church; 
Virginia  Miller,  UMCOR  field 
coordinator  for  domestic  disas¬ 
ters;  Bishop  Ann  Shearer  (Mis¬ 
souri  Area),  the  Rev.  Keith 
Berry,  Missouri  West  coordina¬ 
tor;  the  Rev.  David  Conley,  Mis¬ 
souri  East  coordinator;  and  the 
Rev.  Lee  Whiteside  of  the  office 
of  creative  ministries. 

Mr.  Whiteside — also  father  of 
the  UMCOR  staffer — will  serve  as 
coordinator  for  a  statewide  inter¬ 
faith  disaster  response  network. 
The  Missouri  response  hotline 
number  is  1-800-399-7878. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTOBY  MAX  MARBLE 

CANTON,  Mo. — United  Methodists  (from  left)  Len  Purvis, 
Nancy  Butterfield  and  Bob  Mashek  load  food  donated  by 
Wentzville  (Mo.)  UMC  for  flood  victims  in  Canton.  United 
Methodists  across  the  country  began  late  last  to  mobilize  other 
relief  efforts  for  flood  victims. 


UMW's  ' cookie  brigade'  lightens  load  along  the  levee 


CENERAL  BOARD  OF  CLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO 
BV  PAUl  SCHLAPBACH 

Only  the  steeple  tells  observers  where  Ce¬ 
dar  Hill  (Mo.)  UMC  sits  amid  flood  waters 
from  the  Mississippi  River. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Central  Illinois  United  Meth¬ 
odist  women  and  U.S.  National 
Guard  stationed  near  Quincy, 
Ill.,  have  something  in  common. 

While  some  8,000  national 
guard  work  furiously  to  fill  bags 
with  sand  to  shore  up  the  52-mile 
Sny  Levee,  along  the  Mississippi 
River  near  New  Canton,  Ill.,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  are  filling  plastic  bags  with 
freshly  baked  cookies  for  workers. 


The  Central  Illinois  “cookie 
brigade”  has  mobilized  the  500 
local  UMW  units  to  supply  fresh 
cookies  and  fruit  juice  to  thou¬ 
sands  of  volunteers  and  flood 
victims  seeking  help  at  local  Red 
Cross  stations. 

The  women  were  reported  to 
have  baked  at  least  150  dozen 
cookies  a  day  while  the  National 
Guard  works  to  protect  their 
communities  from  flood  water.  If 
the  levees  break,  news  reports  say 
the  river  will  flood  1 10,000  acres 


of  farm  land. 

Bishop  David  Lawson  (Illinois 
Area)  who  was  present  when  some 
of  the  cookies  were  delivered,  wit¬ 
nessed  the  workers’  excitement 
when  the  tasty  treats  arrived.  He 
told  his  staff  about  a  telephone 
conversation  he  overheard  be¬ 
tween  a  National  Guardsman  and 
the  guardsman’s  wife. 

“The  man  told  his  wife,  ‘You 
won’t  believe  how  these  Method¬ 
ists  are  taking  care  of  us!’  ”  said 
the  bishop. 


“The  hallmark  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church — and  what 
it’s  doing — is  three  cookies  in  a 
Ziplock  bag  and  a  can  of  fruit 
juice.” 

Bettie  Story,  editor  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  described  other  relief 
efforts  in  her  conference. 

In  the  Hull  Larger  parish,  a 
three-point  charge  right  on  the 
river,  the  members  of  Hull,  Kin- 
derhook,  and  New  Canton 
churches  are  offering  several  ser¬ 


vices  to  their  community: 

•A  free  baby-sitting  and  hot 
meal  service  was  established  for 
infants  and  children  of  people 
working  on  the  levee. 

•  United  Methodist  Women  in 
New  Canton  have  established  a 
laundry  service.  The  National 
Guardsmen  leave  their  laundry 
at  a  Red  Cross  center,  and  pick 
up  the  clothes  later  that  evening. 
In  one  Sunday,  50  bags  of  laun¬ 
dry  were  done. 


Russia  acts  to  limit  Western  religious  groups'  activities 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

New  Russian  legislation  intend¬ 
ed  to  limit  the  activities  of  West¬ 
ern  religious  groups  left  United 
Methodist  officials  uncertain  last 
week  about  the  law’s  impact  on 
mission  efforts. 

The  Russian  Parliament  on  July 
14  amended  its  1991  religious 
freedom  act  to  limit  or  ban  alto¬ 
gether  the  activities  of  indepen¬ 
dent  Western  mission  groups, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  En¬ 
glish-language  “Moscow  Times.” 

Culturally  insensitive 

The  new  law  was  apparently  writ¬ 
ten  to  stem  a  tide  of  missionaries 
whose  work  in  Russia  has  been  la¬ 
beled  culturally  insensitive  and  op¬ 


portunistic,  according  to  a  report 
from  the  Christian  Resource  Center 
in  Moscow,  a  private  group  with 
Western  ties  that  seeks  to  improve 
East-West  relations. 

In  broad  terms,  the  center  re¬ 
ported,  the  law  says  only  those 
“foreigners”  who  are  linked  to 
“Russian”  religious  groups  with 
state  accreditation  may  engage  in 
religious  activities. 

A  spokeswoman  for  the  Associat¬ 
ed  Press  in  Moscow  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  details  of  the  legislation 
were  sketchy.  One  known  provision 
would  levy  “heavy  penalties”  on  the 
activities  of  any  unregistered  reli¬ 
gious  group. 

The  AP  spokeswoman  said  that 
she  was  aware  of  reports  that  reli¬ 
gious  groups  already  working  in 


Russia  were  “very  unhappy"  about 
the  legislation’s  adoption. 

Russian  President  Boris  Yeltsin 
was  expected  to  sign  the  law  into  ef¬ 
fect.  but  it  wasn’t  known  when  that 
would  occur,  the  AP  spokeswoman 
added. 

Mission  staff  surprised 

Mission  staff  at  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  in  New  York  were 
surprised  by  the  suddenness  of  the 
Russian  Parliament's  action. 

The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  the 
board's  coordinator  for  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Mission  Area,  said  that  he’d 
been  aware  that  a  proposal  to  limit 
missionary  activity  was  under  con¬ 
sideration  but  he  added  that  the 
July  14  vote  was  unexpected. 


Dr.  Weaver  said  that  he 
couldn’t  gauge  the  impact  on 
United  Methodist  efforts  because 
he’d  been  unable  to  get  details  on 
the  legislation  despite  several 
days’  attempts  via  computer  net¬ 
work,  telephone  calls  and  facsimi¬ 
le  transmissions. 

Dr.  Weaver  said  that  he  had 
contacted  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Ruediger  Minor  (Moscow 
Area),  who  was  out  of  the  country 
when  the  legislation  was  adopted. 

Despite  the  uncertainty,  the 
board’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr.,  expressed 
confidence  that  United  Methodist 
efforts  would  be  unhampered. 

“It  is  understandable  that  the 
contemporary  scene  is  confusing 
to  Russians  who  are  only  begin¬ 


ning  to  experience  openness  and 
freedom  of  religion,”  said  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent  in  a  prepared  statement. 

“Surely  such  a  plethora  of  reli¬ 
gious  organizations  might  seem  to 
overwhelm  a  community  that  for 
more  than  70  years  hasn’t  experi¬ 
ence  the  opportunity  for  open 
evangelism  and  freedom  of  reli¬ 
gion. 

“I  am  confident  that  our  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  in  endeavors  taken  in 
mutuality  of  faith  will  continue 
and  that  we  will  be  able  to  contin¬ 
ue  our  religious,  charitable  and 
humanitarian  work  in  Russia." 

At  least  one  United  Methodist 
layman  active  in  Russian  mission 
efforts  saw  the  measure  as  a  good 
development  that  will  benefit  the 


UMC. 

David  Stone  of  Shreveport,  La., 
has  visited  Russia  22  times  in  the 
past  two  years,  shepherding  ex¬ 
change  groups  of  Americans. 

“I  think  some  of  this  reaction 
has  come  about  because  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  Church  has  been 
somewhat  intimidated  by  Western 
Christians’  attitudes  that  they’re 
evangelizing  Russia,  when  Russia 
has  been  Christian  for  more  than 
1,000  years,"  Mr.  Stone  explained. 

“Unfortunately,  some  competi¬ 
tive  mission  groups  have  taken 
with  them  the  worst  of  capitalist 
culture.” 

Editor-at-large  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  and  Gustav  Spohn  of  Re¬ 
ligious  News  Service  contributed 
to  this  report. 
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NATIONAL  COORDINATOR:  The 

Rev.  Jose  Palos,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  has  been 
named  coordinator  of  the  United  Methodist 
churchwide  plan  for  ministries  with  Hispanic 
people.  Now  head  of  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  denomination's  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference,  Dr.  Palos  will  oversee  the  plan, 
which  is  designed  to  strengthen  present  congre¬ 
gations  serving  Spanish-speaking  people,  open 
new  churches  and  set  up  faith  communities. 


NATIONAL  TRAINING  SITE:  Gulf- 

side  United  Methodist  Assembly  has  been 
named  as  a  primary  site  for  a  national  training 
and  resource  center  for  substance  abuse  minis¬ 
tries.  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Area)  said,  "We’re  talking  about  dealing  with 
addictive  lifestyles  of  any  sort — drugs,  alcohol, 
gambling,  sex,  overeating — anything  that  stands 
in  the  way  of  a  person  being  a  productive  hu¬ 
man.”  Bishop  May  has  led  the  denomination’s 
initiative  against  drugs,  alcohol  and  violence. 
The  center  will  offer  training,  workshops,  and 
conferences  in  prevention  and  intervention,  and 
recovery  of  laity  and  clergy  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions. 

GLOBAL  HIV/ AIDS:  United  Methodists 
from  the  church’s  Africa  Central  Conference 
met  in  June  to  plan  their  approaches  to  HIV 
and  AIDS,  which  the  World  Health  Organiza¬ 
tion  estimates  will  have  killed  10  million  Afri¬ 
cans  and  orphaned  another  10  million  by  the 
year  2000.  The  HIV/AIDS  Consultation  Har¬ 
are,  Zimbabwe,  was  an  example  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  commitment  to  confronting  global  HIV 
and  AIDS  in  concrete  ways,  said  the  Rev. 
Charles  Carnahan,  a  Health  and  Welfare  staff 
executive.  During  the  meeting  co-sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  partici¬ 
pants  of  three  annual  conferences — Western 
Angola,  Mozambique  and  Zimbabwe — created 
specific  plans  for  their  areas. 


GRANT  AVAILABLE:  Applications  are 
being  accepted  for  the  1994  Theressa  Hoover 
Community  Service  and  Global  Citizen  Award. 
Named  for  the  former  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division,  the 
award  is  given  annually  to  a  woman,  age  21-35, 
who  has  demonstrated  concern  for  her  neigh¬ 
bors  and  community,  shown  that  concern  in 
service  to  her  community,  and  exhibited  an 
awareness  of  our  responsibility  in  today’s 
world.  The  $8,000  to  $  1 0,000  grant  is  to  be  used 
to  further  the  recipient’s  studies.  Information 
from  Women’s  Division,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  1504,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115.  Applica¬ 
tion  deadline  is  Aug.  1. 

MATRIARCH,  107,  DIES:  One  of  the 

oldest  United  Methodists  in  the  U.S.,  a  matri¬ 
arch  of  the  church’s  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  died  recently  in  San  Antonio.  Lula 
Zirkel  Boezinger,  107,  died  July  6  in  a  nursing 
home.  Mrs.  Boezinger’s  life  revolved  around 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  its  predeces¬ 
sor  bodies.  Her  father  donated  land  for  Hack- 
berry  Street  Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio. 
Her  family  includes  four  clergy  members  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  conference.  Survivors  include 
three  children,  eight  grandchildren,  16  great¬ 
grandchildren,  two  great-great-grandchildren 
and  several  nieces  and  nephews. 
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NOTED  MUSICIAN  DIES:  The  Rev 

Moses  Dillard  (above),  46,  Grammy  Award¬ 
winning  musician  and  executive  director  of 
United  Methodist-related  New  Freedom  Music, 
died  July  14  in  Nashville,  after  an  apparent 
heart  attack.  An  ordained  Baptist  minister  seiz¬ 
ing  as  co-pastor  of  Edgehill  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Dillard  had  received  recognition 
for  work  with  inmate-musicians  at  the  Tennes¬ 
see  State  Prison  in  Nashville.  Mr.  Dillard  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife,  Paulette,  and  two  children 
from  a  previous  marriage.  A  memorial  service 
was  held  at  Edgehill  UMC  July  1 8. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'Shalom  Zone'  sites  in  Los  Angeles  chosen 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Feeding  programs  such  as  this  one  at  the  Sepulveda  UMC  in 
the  San  Fernando  Valley  are  a  major  part  of  the  work  being 
done  in  the  metropolitan  Los  Angeles  area. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Three  neighborhoods  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area  have  been  se¬ 
lected  to  represent  the  church  as 
national  models  of  peace  and  re¬ 
commitment  to  urban  ministry. 

The  first  United  Methodist 
“shalom  zones"  were  approved 
by  a  12-member  national  com¬ 
mittee,  led  by  Bishop  Felton  E: 
May  (Harrisburg.  Pa..  Area)  dur¬ 
ing  a  meeting  in  Los  Angeles, 
July  6-7. 

'Shalom'  means  'peace' 

The  "shalom  zone”  concept  was 
first  proposed  by  the  Rev.  C. 
Joseph  Sprague  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  (West  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence)  at  the  quadrennial  meeting 
of  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body,  the  General  Conference,  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  in  May  1992. 
“Shalom”  is  Hebrew  for  "peace.” 

Dr.  Sprague’s  proposal  came 
during  a  morning  set  aside  by  the 
General  Conference  to  consider 


and  respond  to  the  civil  distur¬ 
bances  erupted  in  Los  Angeles  after 
the  initial  Rodney  King  verdict. 

Members  of  the  Shalom  Zone 
committee  said  these  national  sites 
will  show  the  church’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  community,  and  will 


advocate  for  economic  justice. 

Additional  site  selections  are 
also  slated  for  Miami,  Chicago, 
Boston  and  New  York. 

Initial  sites  are: 

•  Pico-Union  Ministry  in  the 
Los  Angeles  District.  Coordinat¬ 


ed  by  Hispanic  ministers  of  the 
Wilshire  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  project  includes  mis¬ 
sion  programs  for  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  refugees. 

•  Centro  Shalom  Outreach 
Shelter  in  the  Long  Beach  Dis¬ 
trict.  Started  as  a  local  ministry 
of  the  Latin  American  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  program 
has  become  a  community  minis¬ 
try  to  Mexican  and  Central 
American  refugees. 

It  is  expected  to  continue  its 
food  program  as  well  as  economic 
development  activities  for  youthsr 

•  The  San  Fernando  Valley 
Project  in  the  Santa  Barbara  Dis¬ 
trict.  This  new  project  will  be  a 
cooperative  program  involving 
First  UMC  Sepulveda,  First 
UMC  Pacoima  and  El  Mesias 
UMC,  also  in  Pacoima.  The  proj¬ 
ect  is  expected  to  be  located  just 
two  miles  from  the  intersection 
where  Rodney  King  was  con¬ 
fronted  by  local  police. 


Church  leaders  plan  to  develop 
a  community  feeding  program,  an 
African-American  youth  mentor¬ 
ing  program,  a  tutorial  program 
for  Hispanic  children  and  an  in¬ 
ter-ethnic  community  center. 

Offering  date  set 

To  assist  this  national  effort,  a 
churchwide  offering  has  been  set 
for  Oct.  3 1 ,  with  a  goal  of  $5  mil¬ 
lion  to  assist  the  Los  Angeles- 
based  effort.  Financial  gifts  have 
already  been  given  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No.  742566-0,  to¬ 
talling  some  $350,000. 

United  Methodists  are  also  en¬ 
couraged  to  give  “hands-on”  as¬ 
sistance  through  volunteer 
efforts.  Joan  Swenson  of  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia-Pacific  conference  will 
serve  as  an  on-site  volunteer  co¬ 
ordinator.  Persons  interested 
may  call  her  at  (8 1 8)  568-7365. 

Already,  a  group  including 
Bishop  A.  Frederick  (Fritz)  Mutti 
(Kansas  Area),  will  be  among  the 
first  volunteers. 


UM-related  school  hits  a  homer  with  Zuni  children 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

What  began  with  a  move  to 
change  a  United  Methodist  prep 
school’s  racially  offensive  mascot 
has  grown  into  an  ongoing  effort  at 
cross-cultural  understanding — and 
some  rousing  baseball  games. 

Last  month  17  students  and 
several  staffers  from  church-re¬ 
lated  Pennington  (N.J.)  School 
were  featured  on  a  segment  on 
NBC’s  “Today”  Show. 

The  school  had  joined  with 
NBC  anchor  Joe  Garagiola  and 
some  retired  major-league  players 
to  help  with  a  baseball  camp  for 
children  on  the  10.000-member 
Zuni  reservation  in  New  Mexico. 

The  prep  school  for  grades  6- 
12  has  awarded  two  scholarships 
to  Zuni  children,  who  will  come 
to  Pennington  this  fall. 

Melding  of  cultures 

The  melding  of  old  Eastern 
prep-school  culture,  Zuni  tradi¬ 
tion  and  major-league  baseball 
was  the  culmination  of  tribal 
children’s  dreams,  Mr.  Garagio- 
la’s  love  of  kids  and  baseball,  and 
an  effort  by  Pennington's  head¬ 
master  to  raise  consciousness 
among  students  and  staff  about 
respect  and  racial  sensitivity. 

When  he  came  to  Pennington 
in  1991,  Stephen  Bowers  was  dis¬ 
tressed  to  discover  that  the  155- 
year-old  school  had  for  a  mascot 


a  “caricature  of  a  dwarfed  Indian 
in  war-paint  and  feathers,”  he  re¬ 
called. 

One  of  his  first  actions  as  head¬ 
master  was  to  push  for  a  new  mas¬ 
cot.  While  his  effort  earned  “mixed 
reviews,”  Mr.  Bowers  was  deter¬ 
mined.  He  held  a  contest  to  select  a 
new  symbol,  and  the  state  bird,  the 
red-tailed  cardinal,  won  out. 

Even  so,  Mr.  Bowers  wanted  to 
move  Pennington  from  symbolic 
gestures  to  more  tangible  efforts 
at  multicultural  understanding. 

Then  in  fall  1992,  Penning¬ 
ton’s  development  director,  Fran 
Durst,  saw  a  segment  about  the 
Zunis  on  the  “Today”  show. 

“Mr.  Garagiola  had  this  segment 
on  about  his  work  with  the  Zunis,” 
said  Ms.  Durst.  “He  and  some  oth¬ 
ers  began  by  helping  outfit  a  base¬ 
ball  team  and  teach  the  game  to 
children  on  the  reservation.” 

More  than  a  year  in  works 

Zuni  firefighter  Jerome  Haskie 
first  contacted  Mr.  Garagiola 
more  than  a  year  ago  with  the  idea 
for  the  baseball  camp.  He  saw  it  as 
productive,  motivational  alterna¬ 
tive  for  children  on  the  reserva¬ 
tion,  who  are  often  seduced  by 
alcohol,  drugs  or  gang  activity. 

Early  publicity  about  the  Zuni 
project  had  brought  donated 
equipment  and  uniforms,  but  not 
enough  coaches.  That’s  when  Ms. 
Durst  called  Mr.  Garagiola  and 


offered  the  expertise  of  Penning¬ 
ton’s  student  baseball  team  and 
coaching  staff. 

Mr.  Garagiola’s  staff  called 
Durst  six  weeks  later.  “Today" 
was  interested,  and  a  few  months 
later  Ms.  Durst,  Mr.  Bowers  and 
Pennington  crew  was  en  route  to 
northern  New  Mexico. 

Working  with  former  major- 
league  baseball  players,  the  Pen¬ 
nington  coaches  and  players  ran 
four  baseball  clinics. 

Children  from  both  Penning¬ 
ton  and  the  Zuni  reservation 
donned  gloves,  mitts  and  catch¬ 
ers’  helmets  and  were  clearly  ex¬ 
cited  to  learn  the  game  from  four 
of  the  greats,  now  retired:  Lou 
Klimchock,  Cleveland  Indians; 
Ken  Rudolph,  San  Francisco  Gi¬ 
ants;  Cisco  Garcia,  Chicago 
White  Sox;  and  Mike  Colbern, 
Montreal  Expos. 

The  games  have  ended  for  the 
season,  but  the  Zuni-Pennington 
connection  continues.  This  fall, 
two  Zuni  children,  selected  from 
six  finalists  chosen  by  their  tribal 
counsel,  will  enter  Pennington  on 
scholarships  established  by  the 
school.  Makossa  Sweetwyne  will 
enter  as  a  high  school  junior;  Jazz 
Beyuka  will  be  a  sophomore. 

Pennington  is  one  of  nine  col¬ 
lege  preparatory  schools  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico 
historically  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 
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Children  from  the  Zuni  reservation  in  New  Mexico  study  the 
fine  art  of  the  wind-up  with  coaches  from  United  Methodist- 
related  Pennington  (N.J.)  School.  Pennington  was  featured  re¬ 
cently  on  NBC's  "Today"  show,  as  staff  and  students  helped 
operate  four  baseball  camps  and  set  up  two  annual  scholar¬ 
ships  for  Zuni  children  to  the  church-related  prep  school  for 
grades  6-12. 


Students  devote 
summer  to  missions 


Seventeen  college  students 
are  spending  nine  weeks  of 
their  summer  vacation  serv¬ 
ing  United  Methodist-related 
mission  projects  across  the 
nation. 

The  program  is  related  to 
the  National  Division  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

After  a  four-day  orientation 
in  New  York  City,  the  interns 
scattered  to  both  urban  and 
rural  areas. 

Two  are  assigned  to  the  Mi¬ 
ami  Urban  Ministries  where 
they  will  work  under  the  dis¬ 
trict  disaster  director,  the 
Rev.  Anne  Burkholder. 

Others  will  work  in  com¬ 
munity  centers.  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  ministries  and  other 
programs  of  the  National  Di¬ 
vision. 


Brownsville,  Texas; 

Andrew  Brewington,  Florence, 
S.C.,  Hampton  (Va.)  University, 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.; 

Jennifer  Morgan  Chavis,  Hope 
Mills,  N.C.,  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church,  Fayetteville,  N.C.; 

Mary  Dadisman,  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  James  Madison  University,  Mi¬ 
ami  Urban  Ministries,  Coral  Gables, 
Fla.; 

Jeremy  Hajdu,  New  Kensington, 
Pa.,  Duke  University,  Miami  Dis¬ 
trict,  Miami,  Fla.; 

Alice  Hall,  Wichita,  Ks.,  Kansas 
State  University,  Frankford  Group 
Ministry,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 

Shann  Harrison,  Carlisle,  Ark.,  Ar¬ 
kansas  College,  Batesville,  Hawthorn 
Hill,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.; 

Andrea  Jacobs,  Greensboro,  N.C., 
Guilford  Technical  Community  Col¬ 
lege,  Triad  Native  American  Mis¬ 
sion,  Greensboro,  N.C.; 

Jolyn  Leslie,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
Northeast  Missouri  State  University, 
Washington  Park  United  Methodist 
church.  Providence,  R.I.; 

Allison  Paulen.  Bowie,  Md.,  Duke 
University,  Community  Outreach, 


“While  the  interns  have  a 
variety  of  experiences  and 
skills,  in  general  they  are  nov¬ 
ices,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Walton,  executive  secretary 
for  volunteer  mission  leader¬ 
ship  and  supervisor  of  the 
group. 

“The  projects  supply  job 
descriptions  and  supervisory 
plans;  the  National  Division 
provides  transportation  and  a 
modest  stipend.” 

Interns  began  their  place¬ 
ments  June  1 7  and  will  com¬ 
plete  them  Aug.  20. 

Interns,  hometowns, 
schools  and  assignments  are: 

Amy  Booth,  Roanoke,  Ala.,  Bir- ' 
mingham  Southern  College,  Good 
Neighborhood  Settlement  House. 


Nevada,  Mo.; 

Holly  Peele,  Norfolk,  Va.,  The 
American  University;  Fountain 
Square  United  Methodist  Parish,  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.; 

Janna  Perry,  Exmore,  Va.,  The 
American  University;  Wesley  Com¬ 
munity  House,  Louisville,  Ky.; 

Elena  Ro,  Merrick,  N.Y..  Yale 
University,  Gum  Moon  Women’s 
Residence,  San  Francisco,  Calif.; 

Sharalyn  Simpson,  Baltimore,  Md.; 
Baltimore  City  Community  College, 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.; 

Laura  Taylor,  Saraland,  Ala.,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  South  Alabama,  Mobile, 
Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ala.; 

Sharon  Wiley.  Hiltons,  Va.,  Emory 
and  Henry  College,  Ema  Norton  Res¬ 
idence,  St.  Paul.  Minn.; 

Laura  Willis.  Carthage,  Miss., 
Green  Hill  United  Methodist  Church 
and  The  Mississippi  United  Method¬ 
ist  Parish,  Philadelphia,  Miss. 


CLASSIFIED 
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tion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
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ition  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
:ept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other- 
se  approved  in  advance 


L-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

ation  working  primarily  with  children  and 
i.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
ch.  202  S.  Main  Street.  Hamburg.  AR 
6  or  call  (501)  853-5417.  August  I  dead- 


NEEDED!  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion/Youth  Ministry.  Tennison  Memorial 
UMC.  850  +  members,  located  northeast  Tex¬ 
as.  College  graduate  preferred.  If  interested, 
contact:  Pastor.  Jesse  Harris  (903)  572-5341,  or 
mail  resume  to:  Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant.  TX 
75456-0967. 


POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FAMILY  LIFE  Direc¬ 

tor.  Director  needed  to  manage  Family  Life 
Center  and  for  programming  events  with  the 
Council  on  Family  Ministries.  Bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  and  experience  in  directing  a  facility  pre¬ 
ferred:  experience  in  programming  events 
needed.  For  job  description  or  to  send  resume: 
Search  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  805  E.  Denman,  Lufkin.  TX  75901. 
Telephone:  (409)  639-3 141. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  Di¬ 

rector  (established  youth  program).  Growing 
1500-mcmbcr  church  in  college  town  near  ski¬ 
ing.  Christian  education  degree  or  experience 
required.  Salary  DOE.  Send  resume  to:  Rever¬ 
end  Bill  Sylskar.  First  UMC.  808  North  Monte- 
rcy.  Farmington,  NM  87401. 


.L-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organ- 

position,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist 
rch.  810  North  Oregon.  El  Paso,  Texas 
32.(915)  533-2674.  1500-member  congre- 
on.  Requires  organ/choral  training,  ad- 
ced  degree  in  organ  performance  and 
■al  conducting.  Graded  choral  and  hand- 
program.  35  rank,  3  manual,  Moller.  Sala- 
and  benefits  commensurate  with 
erience.  Resume/references  to:  Rev. 
rles  Crutchfield  at  above  address. 


YOUTH  AND  LEISURE  TIME  MINISTRY 

Director,  full-time  position  in  a  growing  I  100- 
member  congregation  with  all  new  facilities,  in¬ 
cluding  a  Family  Life  Center  with  gym  and  a 
softball/rccrcation  field.  Position  available  im¬ 
mediately.  Salary  commensurate  with  educa¬ 
tion  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Staff 
Parish  Committee.  Middletown  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  P.O.  Box  43033.  Louisville,  KY 
40253-0033 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

Full-time,  primary  responsibilities  with  chil¬ 
dren  and  adult  ministries.  Graduate  degree  or 
experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  r0511!11®5 
and  references  to:  First  United  Methodist.  P.O 
Box  3247,  Beaumont.  TX  77704. 


VING  3900-MEMBER  UNITED  Meth- 

Church  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Chil- 
s  Ministries.  Excellent  facilities, 
rtivc  congregation,  current  strong  pro¬ 
position  requires  degree  in  related  field 
Jmimsirativc.  supervisory,  budget  experi- 
strong  communication  skills  and  knowl- 
>f  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary  and 
is  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  letter  of 
mcndation  to:  Marvin  United  Methodist 
h.  300  W.  Erwin.  Tyler.  TX  75702-7190. 
)r.  Ben  Chamness.  Senior  Minister. _ 


RETIRED  UM  MINISTER  AVAILABLE  for 

PT  congregational  care.  CPE  trained  and  expe¬ 
rienced.  Presently  employed.  Willing  to  relo¬ 
cate.  Reply  to:  UMR.  Box  660275.  Dept.  RG, 
Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 


TWO  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTORS  with  experi¬ 

ence  in  developing  and  implementing  United 
Methodist  programs  in  youth  ministries,  ethnic 
ministries,  global  ministries  (missions),  church 
development,  discipleship.  leadership  develop¬ 
ment.  congregational  development,  and  evange¬ 
lism.  Bachelor’s  degree  or  equivalent.  Contact: 
The  Rev.  Vance  Summers,  Jr..  West  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  Director,  471  E. 
Broad  St..  Suite  1106,  Columbus.  OH  43215- 
3889.  Telephone  (614)  228-6784.  Fax  (614) 
222-0612.  Application  deadline  August  30, 
1993.  EOE/MF. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  GROWING  church 

in  Hollywood.  FL.  Part-time  position.  Handbell 
experience  a  plus.  Send  resume  to:  First  UMC. 
1 804  Van  Buren  St..  Hollywood.  FL  33020. 


FIRST-CENTENARY.  THE  MAJOR  down¬ 

town  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chattanoo¬ 
ga.  TN  is  aggressively  seeking  candidates  for 
Director  of  Youth  Ministry.  Excellent  compen¬ 
sation  package  based  upon  experience.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga,  TN  37401 


YOUTH-DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  850- 

member  church.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Terry 
Anderson.  First  UMC.  1501  Sycamore.  Clovis, 
NM  88101.  Less  than  full-time  applicants  wel- 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries.  First  UMC.  1928  Ross  Ave..  Dallas.  TX 
75201.  Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

rapidly  growing  3100-member  baby-boomer  con¬ 
gregation  in  surburban  Houston  area.  Current 
Sunday  school  attendance  averages  almost  900. 
Person  must  have  demonstrated  abilities  in  cre¬ 
ative  program  development,  leader  rwruitment 
and  training,  and  skills  for  working  with  persons 
of  wide-ranging  faith  backgrounds.  Send  resume 
by  September  1  to:  Brenda  Moody,  The  Wood¬ 
lands  UMC,  3901  South  Panther  Creek.  The 
Woodlands,  TX  77381.  


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  UNITED  Method¬ 

ist  Foundation  of  Northern  Illinois.  Chicago. 
Desired  qualifications:  strong  background  in 
and  commitment  to  United  Methodist  theology 
and  polity,  managerial  and  administrative  ex¬ 
perience,  knowledge  of  various  investment  ve¬ 
hicles.  and  the  ability  to  counsel  potential 
donors  in  estate  planning  and  planned  giving. 
Director  must  have  a  sense  of  mission  and  the 
ability  to  effectively  articulate  the  role  of  the 
Foundation  in  its  service  to  the  church.  Apply 
with  resume  and  references  to:  UMF  Personnel 
Committee.  Suite  1820.  77  West  Washington. 
Chicago.  IL  60602  by  August  15.  1991 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  A  Curriculum 

Sales  Director  to  direct  the  development  and 
implementation  of  a  curriculum  sales  plan.  Ide¬ 
al  candidate  must  have  sales  experience,  a 
working  knowledge  of  the  polity  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum.  Strong  communication  and  human 
relations  skills.  Interested  persons  should  sub¬ 
mit  resume  along  with  salary  expectations  to: 
The  Employment  Office.  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  201  Eighth  Avenue.  South, 
Nashville.  TN  37202.  An  affirmative  action/ 
equal  opportunity  employer.  M/F/H/V. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  position. 

750-mcmbcr  church  seeks  enthusiastic  full-time 
Director  for  growing  music  ministry,  four 
choirs,  children  through  adults,  and  handbells. 
Resumes  by  August  I:  St.  Mark  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  301  West  Pecan.  McAllen,  TX 
78501. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  Full-time.  1600 

members.  Small  youth  group  with  growth  po¬ 
tential.  Salary/bcnefits  negotiable.  First  United 
Methodist.  P.O.  Box  809.  Fort  Myers.  FL 
33902.(813)  332-1152. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education  for  I  300  +  member  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Search  Committee, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box  452, 
Dycrsburg.  TN  38025.  Salary  is  negotiable, 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

is  being  sought  for  a  medium  size  United 
Methodist  Church  envisioning  growth  in  min¬ 
istries.  Desire  an  individual  with  a  degree  in 
Christian  education;  experience  preferred. 
Looking  for  an  innovative  programmer  com¬ 
mitted  to  developing  the  whole  person  and 
comfortable  cultivating  and  training  laity  for 
leadership.  Computer/dramatic  and/or  musi¬ 
cal  skills  a  plus.  Compensation  package  com¬ 
mensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Send  resume,  including  references  to:  Kerry 
Bushcy.  Lima  UMC,  Box  158,  Lima,  PA 
19037.  


MAINTENANCE  MANAGER  SKILLED  IN 

all  phases  of  camp  maintenance.  Benefits  in¬ 
clude  salary,  health  insurance,  vacation  and 
meals.  Position  open  immediately.  Contact: 
Mr.  Jan  Whitler.  Wesley  Woods  Conference 
Center.  200  Siam  St..  Williams  Bay.  Wl  53191, 
(414) 245-6631. 


HISTORICAL.  DOWNTOWN  CHURCH  lo¬ 

cated  in  progressive,  growing  midwest  commu¬ 
nity  seeks  Director  of  Music/Worship/Finc 
Arts.  Church  is  poised  for  numerical  and  spiri¬ 
tual  growth.  Candidates  will  evidence  musical 
competence,  spiritual  depth  and  awareness. 
Persons  for  this  position  will  desire  to  give  spir¬ 
itual  leadership  and  nurture  through  develop¬ 
ing.  leading  and  shepherding  a  comprehensive, 
graded  program  of  worship  through  music  and 
fine  arts  within  a  multi-staff  ministry.  Appli¬ 
cants  should  send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee.  P.O.  Box  742,  Muscatine.  IA 
52761-0742.  


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  POSITION  OPEN 

at  1 200-membcr  church  in  Chicago  area.  Salary 
negotiable  based  upon  experience.  Start  about 
September  I.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Thomas 
Walker.  First  UMC.  216  East  Highland  Ave¬ 
nue.  Elgin.  IL  60120. 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexi¬ 
co  residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  informa¬ 
tion.  


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65.  week, 
S525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138, 
Wayncsville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627- 
9507.  


SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  FOR  SMALL  groups. 

exciting  proven  sixteen  week  program,  $15 
complete  set.  S2  sample  information.  Convcrg. 
117  West  Outer  Drive.  Canyon  Lake.  TX 
78133. 
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Education  is  key 
as  women  organize 
for  God's  mission 


Norma  S.  Winegeart, 
president 

Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist 
Women 


ication  is  centra)  to  the  witness  of  mission  ...  to  bring  about  the 
n  of  God  on  earth  . . .” 
women  organized  for  mission,  our  task  is: 
be  educated  about  God's  mission 
— 10  be  educated  for  God’s  mission 

—  to  be  educated  through  involvement  in  God’s  mission 

—  to  be  educated  by  each  other  in  God’s  mission.” 

Excerpts  from  “Education  for  Mission  Policy  Statement”  for  the 
Women’s  Division 


A  most  successful  School  of  Christian  Mission  was  held  on  the  Cente¬ 
nary  College  campus  July  15-18,  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Lois 
Heath,  dean,  and  Betty  Ferrington,  assistant  dean. 


Other  UMW  events,  to  further  inform  women  about  God’s  mission 
and  how  they  can  become  involved,  are  scheduled.  Women  from  all  of 
the  churches  in  the  Conference  are  invited  to  participate  in  these  and  in 
other  UMW  activities. 

Janet  Wreath,  Women’s  Division  director  from  Missouri,  is  to  be  our 
keynote  speaker  for  the  Annual  Meeting  Sept.  17-18  at  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC  in  Alexandria.  Chairperson  is  Betty  Carlin.  Muriel  Miller,  assis¬ 
tant  chairperson,  will  be  in  charge  of  local  arrangements.  Jane  Deville  is 
local  unit  president  and  Esther  Sanson  is  Alexandria  District  president. 
They  and  their  committees  are  making  great  plans  for  us  using  the 
theme  “Carrying  Out  God’s  Promises  —  Count  Me  In.”  The  Confer¬ 
ence  UMW  Newsletter  will  be  mailed  soon  giving  details  and  registra¬ 
tion  information. 

Packets  are  also  available  for  the  quadrennial  Assembly  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  It  will  be  held  April  28-May  1,  1994,  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The  packets  were  distributed  during  the  School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion  and  will  be  available  during  the  Annual  Meeting. 


Several  new  Conference  officers,  including  a  new  president,  will  be 
elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  I  have  thoroughly  enjoyed  my  four  years 
as  the  UMW  Conference  president  and  pray  that  you  will  continue  giv¬ 
ing  your  gracious  support  to  the  new  officers. 


1; 


Received  as  probationary  or  associate  members  at  the  1993  Annual 
Conference  was  a  group  of  ministers.  Two  of  15  those  pictured 
above  were  received  as  associate  members  and  one  by  recognition 
of  orders.  Pictured  are,  FROM  LEFT,  FRONT  ROW,  Rev.  W.  Ralph 
Ford,  who  was  received  by  recognition  of  orders;  Rev.  Curtiss  D. 
Eden,  Rev.  Virginia  D.  Millet  Rev  Cynthia  Frances  Johnson,  Rev. 


Ellen  B.  Montegudo  and  Rev.  Terry  A.  Love.  F.IOM  LEFT,  BACK 
ROW,  are  Rev.  James  Haynes,  Rev.  Lance  Browr,  Rev.  Mark  Bray, 
Rev.  Charles  Evans,  Rev.  Richard  Weihing  Jr.,  Rev.  J.  David  Mitchell, 
Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser,  associate  member;  Rev.  Guy  E.  West  Jr.,  asso¬ 
ciate  member,  and  Rev.  Brad  Yonley.  The  Ordination  Service  was 
held  in  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 
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William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-«ditor 
Dotty  Bag  bey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 
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VISION  2000  Consultants 


are  ready  to  assist  churches 


Thirty-eight  seniors  of  Mansfield  and  North  DeSoto  high  schools  at¬ 
tended  the  annua  II  prayer  brunch  at  Wesley  UMC,  Mansfield,  Jean 
S.  Williams,  chair,  and  Rev.  S.  Charles  Byrd,  the  pastor,  reported. 
Speakers  were  Melvin  Dright  II  and  Mary  Robbins  from  DeSota  Par¬ 
ish  Schools  and  Mattie  D.  Cokerham-Williams,  retired  teacher  and 
counselor. 


Louisiana  Conference  sends 
fresh  water  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Church  is  sending  9,366  gallons  of 
purified  bottled  water  to  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  to  assist  flood  vic¬ 
tims.  Clean-up  crews  of  volunteers 
also  will  go  from  Louisiana  to  help 
in  the  Midwest. 

Some  of  the  clean,  drinking  water 
supplies  were  sent  from  Baton 
Rouge  on  July  22. 

A  14-wheeler  truck  loaded  with 
gallons  of  purified  Kentwood  water 
was  driven  by  Ken  Midyett,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  who  donated 
his  time  and  used  his  own  trucks. 

He  made  two  deliveries  of  (total) 
3,666  gallons  of  water  to  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Des 
Moines  where  the  water  was  to  be 
distributed. 

The  week  before  that,  5,700  gal¬ 
lons  of  bottled  water  was  sent  to 
Iowa  from  the  United  Methodist’s 
Center  for  Enabling  Ministry  in 
Baldwin,  La.,  and  from  Shreveport. 
It  went  to  Wesley  Acres  Elder  Care 
Center,  a  nursing  home  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa. 

Participants  in  the  project  are  the 
Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict;  the  Rev.  John  R.  Johns,  pastor 
of  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge;  the  Rev. 
Gerald  Richardson,  superintendent 
pf  Acadiana  District,  and  Rev. 
Scott  Adams  of  Bunkie,  director  of 
relief  for  the  denomination  in  Loui¬ 
siana. 

•  Contributing  to  the  water  project 
sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Church  are  the  Kent¬ 
wood  Water  Co.  of  Kentwood,  La.; 
Magic  Mountain  Water  Co.  of 
Shreveport;  Ozone  Water  Co.  of  La¬ 
fayette  and  Ryder  Truck  Rentals. 


Marcus  Wren  III,  a  member  of 
First  UMC,  Minden,  La.,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Magic  Mountain  Water 
Co.  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Conference 
director  of  administration/treasur¬ 
er,  said  $7,600  of  Louisiana’s  Relief 
Funds  were  used  in  the  project. 

Dr.  Richardson  said  the  people  of 
the  Midwest  “have  been  especially 
helpful  in  coming  down  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  to  help  us  since  the  storm.  We 
wanted  to  respond  to  their  needs  as 
they  have  to  ours.” 

Bishop  William  Oden  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  expressing  the  concern  of  the 
people  of  Louisiana  for  the  prob¬ 
lems  caused  by  the  flooding. 

Meanwhile  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Church  continues  its 
hurricane  disaster  relief  work  in  the 
Southern  parishes.  Volunteer  work 
teams  from  all  over  the  United 
States  continue  to  arrive  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  in  Baldwin  and  at  Dulac  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  Dulac,  La.,  where 
they  stay  while  working  in  the  areas. 


Thirty-six  VISION  2000  District 
Consultants  are  available  to  offer 
their  talents  and  services  to  local 
churches  who  need  additional  help 
in  getting  started  in  the  programs  of 
ministry  they  selected  —  serving, 
nurturing,  inviting  or  celebrating. 

These  persons  were  carefully  se¬ 
lected  due  to  their  abilities  to  lead 
in  local  church  ministry  in  the  four 
areas. 

Commissioned 

They  were  commissioned  at  the 
recent  session  of  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  consultants  are  available  to 
local  churches  who  need  additional 
help  in  getting  started  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  ministry  they  have  selected. 

Consultants  will  visit  by  phone  or 
in  person,  lead  workshops  or  give 
suggestions  to  local  committees. 
These  individuals  are  donating 
their  services  and  time  while  the 
Conference  is  to  pay  expenses. 

Call  for  assistance 

Churches  are  invited  to  call  on 
these  resource  persons,  chosen  for 
each  district,  to  assist  in  interpreta¬ 
tion,  organization  or  planning  in 
ministry. 

Acadiana  District  consultants 
are:  Bob  Deich,  Lafayette,  inviting; 
Debbie  Drash,  Thibodaux,  serving; 
Barbara  Einsel,  Houma,  nurturing 
and  Ted  Standley,  Opelousas,  cele¬ 
brating. 

Consulting  for  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  are:  Helena  Wright-Butler  of 
Bunkie,  inviting;  Joseph  Page,  Alex¬ 
andria,  serving;  Jim  Jones,  Le- 
compte,  nurturing;  Doug  Cain, 
Natchitoches,  celebrating. 

Baton  Rouge 

Baton  Rouge  District  consultants, 
all  of  Baton  Rouge,  are:  Randall 
Campbell,  inviting;  Mary  Baugh, 
serving;  Sue  Kelly,  nurturing,  and 
Rod  Kennedy,  celebrating. 

For  Lake  Charles  District  consul¬ 
tants  are  Peter  Harrington,  Welsh, 


Appeal  for  flooded  area 


Offerings  taken  in  Louisiana  as 
part  of  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
Mid-West  Flood  ’93  will  be  sent 
for  relief  in  all  of  the  flooded 
states.  Bishop  Oden  said  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  executive 
committee  asked  for  funds  as 
soon  as  possible  to  help  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  South  Dakota,  Minnesota, 
Iowa,  Missouri,  Wisconsin,  Ne¬ 
braska,  Kentucky  and  Kansas. 

“Many  of  the  victims  of  the 
floods  are  farmers  and  laboring 
communities  related  to  farming 
in  the  upper  Mississippi,”  the 
bishop  mentioned. 


UMCOR  quickly  opened  two 
major  warehouses  in  St.  Louis 
and  the  Quad  City  area  around 
Davenport,  Iowa. 

Some  local  Louisiana  churches 
took  up  offerings  on  the  last  two 
Sundays  of  July  and  others  still 
may  do  so.  Individual  gifts  also 
may  be  made.  Financial  contribu¬ 
tions  should  be  made  payable  to 
Louisiana  Conference  and  sent  to 
the  Conference  office  identified 
with  advance  special  number  901- 
690-5,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Con¬ 
ference  treasurer,  said. 


inviting;  Fay  Barrhartung,  Vinton, 
serving;  Mark  Benge,  DeQuincy, 
nurturing,  and  Marj  Robinson, 
Lake  Charles,  celebrating. 

Monroe  District  consultants  are: 
Ann  Kapp,  Monroe,  inviting;  Bea 
Moak,  Monroe,  serving;  Ann  Wat¬ 
son,  Monroe,  nurturing,  and  Karen 
Davis  of  Ferriday  and  Kenneth 
Graham  of  Newellton,  celebrating. 

Consulting  for  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  are  Andy  Foreman,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  inviting;  Percell  Church  Sr., 
New  Orleans,  serving;  Tim  Smith, 
New  Orleans,  nurturing,  and  Lewis 
Olmsted,  Gretna,  celebrating. 

North  Shore 

North  Shore  District  consultants 
are  Joe  McClain,  Slidell,  inviting; 
Alonzo  Campbell,  Slidell,  serving; 
Carolyn  Foster,  Slidell,  nurturing, 
and  Eddie  Morgan,  Mandeville,  cel¬ 
ebrating. 

For  Ruston  District  the  consul¬ 
tants  in  three  areas  are:  Roily  Walk¬ 
er,  Ruston,  inviting;  Reggie  Skains, 
Downsville,  serving,  and  Jack 
O’Dell,  Ruston,  celebrating. 

Shreveport  consultants  are:  Jerry 
Hilbun,  Bossier  City,  inviting;  Regi¬ 
na  Wren,  Shreveport,  serving;  Anna 
Jackson  and  David  Otto  both  of 
Shreveport,  nurturing,  and  Suzanne 
Cate,  Shreveport,  celebrating. 

Addresses  were  distributed  at  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  District  offices 
may  be  contacted  for  addresses  and 
phone  numbers. 


Catch  the  Spirit 

(j  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


A  Ministries  Fair  held  at  First  UMC,  Monroe,  earlier  this  year  was  a 
project  of  the  VISION  2000  committee  in  an  effort  to  make  mem¬ 
bers  more  aware  of  the  different  areas  of  ministry  and  the  ways  in 
which  each  may  be  involved.  Colorful  balloons  and  informative 
booths  attracted  a  crowd.  Pastor  is  Dr.  John  M.  Lee. 


August  Conference  Calendar 

3-8  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization,  Rochester,  NY 

6-8  “Happening”  (grades  10-12),  Caney  Conference  Center, 
Minden 

21  CCYM  Meeting,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC.  Alexandria,  10 

a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

28  Global  Mission  Partners’  Training  Session,  First  UMC, 

Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

28  Communications  Workshop,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

29  Christian  Education  Sunday 

30-Sept.3  New  District  Superintendent  and  Council  Director 
Training,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC 


Around  The  Conference 


Ten  clergy  couple  families  gath¬ 
ered  at  Tall  Timbers  early  in  July 
for  sharing,  connecting  and  fun, 
Rev.  Barbara  Duke,  reports.  Those 
attending  were  Jeff  and  Barbara 


Children  above  are  costumed  for  the  closing  program  for  Vacation 
Bible  School  at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette.  Accompanied  by  a  live  rock 
band,  they  made  a  joyful  noise  with  tambourines,  maracas  and  bell 
bracelets.  Banners  they  created  decorated  the  sanctuary  for  a  later 
churchwide  VBS  in  July.  Theme  was,  "Peter,  What  A  Character!" 


Duke  with  son,  Joshua;  John  and 
Julie  Deschner  with  daughter,  Ver¬ 
onica;  Brian  Dauphin  and  Ellen  Al¬ 
ston;  Ron  and  Kathy  Dauphin  with 
son,  Rob,  and  daughter,  Katy;  John 
and  Marie  Williams,  with  son,  Ja¬ 
red;  Jeff  and  Becky  Conner,  Van  and 
Kathy  Clark-Dickens  and  daugh¬ 
ters,  Emily  and  Caroline;  James  and 
Sandy  Huber;  Scott  Edenfield  and 
Karen  Albano  Edenfield,  and  Samu¬ 
el  Butler  and  Helena  Wright-Butler. 


Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  of  Slidell 

held  its  Vacation  Bible  School  in 
June  when  they  had  an  attendance 
of  70  students  and  25  volunteers. 

Theme  was  “Peter  Rock:  A  Dra¬ 
ma  of  Faith.” 

The  closing  assembly  was  high¬ 
lighted  with  a  drama  “Jesus  Wash¬ 
ing  the  Feet  of  the  Disciples.”  The 
director  was  Ruth  Butler.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell. 


Vacation  Bible  School  at  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette  was  “rocking” 
this  summer  with  the  “Peter  Rock” 
curriculum,  Judi  Sarver  reports. 
Over  290  children  and  110  adult 
and  teen  helpers  participated  daily 
in  dramas  and  lessons. 
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Cultivate  a  silent  place  to  know  God 


A  newspaper's  travel  section  is 
an  unlikely  source  of  ipiritual  fod¬ 
der.  But  it  can  happen. 

Try  these  initial  lirjes  from  a  re¬ 
cent  "Washington  Pott”  story: 

"Everyone  ought  ui  have  a  silent 
place  to  go  to.  If  you  agree,  but 
wonder  how  manvl  truly  quiet 
places  are  left  out  (there  to  visit 


taikipsites.  (Hint: 
:  Mississippi.) 


The  article  goes  on  to  tell  where 
in  the  U.S.  to  find  a  list  of  10  “su¬ 
premely  silent”  carj 
All  are  west  of  the  1 

What  an  offbeat  travel  tip! 

What  a  timely  spiritual  idea! 

We  can  envision  few  better  ways 
to  revitalize  one’s  spirit  amid  our 
noisy  lives  and  world  than  spend¬ 
ing  some  time  in  silence.  We  agree 
with  the  "Post’s”  travel  writer:  Ev¬ 
eryone  ought  to  hawe  a  silent  place 
to  go  to. 

Going  “on  retreat”  from  the 
clatter  of  everyday  life  is,  in  fact, 
an  ancient  Christian  practice.  Je¬ 
sus  went  into  the  mountains  to 
pray.  The  second-century  “Desert 
Fathers”  such  as  St.  Anthony 
sought  solitude  and  silence  in  the 
desert. 

To  this  day,  certain  monastic  or¬ 
ders,  such  as  the  Trappists,  require 
a  vow  of  silence  by  both  members 
and  guests  of  their  monasteries. 

As  a  spiritual  condition,  “still¬ 
ness”  is  primarily  an  internal  state. 
It  can  be  cultivated  under  any  cir- 


Editorial 

cumstance,  including  those  that  are 
hectic  and  “noisy.”  Prayer,  medita¬ 
tion  and  fasting  are  traditional  ways 
by  which  Christians  have  calmed 
their  spirits  and  opened  themselves 
to  God’s  presence. 

Oft  forgotten,  however,  and  dif¬ 
ficult  to  achieve  in  modem  urban 
society,  is  the  beneficial  spiritual 
effect  of  external  silence. 

Hence,  for  most  of  us,  retreat  to 
a  “silence  place”  for  the  purpose 
of  renewing  our  spirits  and  recov¬ 
ering  an  awareness  of  the  living 
God — or,  perhaps,  discovering 
such  an  awareness  for  the  first 
time — is  something  we  must  de¬ 
liberately  choose  to  do.  Finding 
and  regularly  visiting  such  a  place 
can  be  a  form  of  spiritual  disci¬ 
pline  as  demanding  as,  if  not  more 
than,  any  other. 

Your  silent  place  need  not  be 
one  of  the  10  “supremely  silent” 
campsites  referred  to  by  the 
“Washington  Post.”  It  might  be 
merely  a  special  room  in  your 
home  or  church. 

Wherever,  we  encourage  you  to 
find  such  and  visit  it  regularly. 
And,  amid  the  “sounds  of  si¬ 
lence,”  expect  to  hear  the  life¬ 
transforming  whisper  of  the  One 
who  said,  “Be  still  and  know  that  I 
am  God.” 
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Finding  and  regularly  visiting  a  place  of  silence  can  be  a  form  of 
spiritual  discipline  as  demanding  as,  if  not  more  than,  any  other. 


The  Rev.  Robert 
R.  Taylor  is  pastor 
of  Fairview  Center 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mon- 
mouth ,  Illinois 
(Central  Illinois  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


Church's  criticism  of  Iraq  bombing  unrealistic 


1  read  with  dismay  the  story 
about  the  Rev.  Thom  Fassett’s  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  June  26  bombing  of 
Baghdad  (see  UMR,  July  9). 

Since  we  live  in  a  world  of  inter¬ 
national  anarchy,  governments 
must  use  force  to  curb  the  aggres¬ 
sion  of  rogue  nations  and  lunatic 
dictators,  such  as  Saddam  Hussein. 

Mr.  Fassett’s  rhetoric  reminds  me 
of  the  Methodist  Church’s  pacifist- 
isolationist  pronouncements  on  inter¬ 
national  relations  made  in  the  1930s, 
which  contributed  to  America’s  lack 
of  preparedness  in  the  face  of  Nazi  ag¬ 
gression  and  ultimately  helped  bring 
about  the  Holocaust. 

William  A.  Weinrich 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Tragic  course 

President  Clinton  squandered  a 
God-given  opportunity  for  reconcil¬ 
iation  by  attacking  Iraq  (see  UMR. 
July  9).  It  is  tragic  that  he  has  fol¬ 
lowed  the  mistaken  course  of  his 
predecessor  when  many  of  us  had 
hoped  for  change. 

While  we  worship  the  god  called 
militarism  we  can’t  become  a  great 
nation  any  more  than  Israel  can  do 
so  while  perenially  preventing  the 
Palestinians  from  achieving  their 
just  rights. 

History  shows  the  truth  of  our 
Lord’s  saying:  “They  who  take  the 
sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword” 
(Matthew  26:52).  We  should  beware 
of  ignoring  this  eternal  principle. 

Eric  L.  Robinson 
Corvallis,  Oregon 

Thanks  on  COCU 

My  thanks  to  the  Reporter  for  the 
fine  editorial  (see  UMR,  June  25) 
regarding  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA)’s  approval  of  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Church  Union  (COCU)  pro¬ 
posal  for  covenanting  amongst  the 
churches  of  the  COCU. 

As  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns,  I  be¬ 
lieve  people  are  coming  to  realize 
that  the  proposal  will  make  real  at 
the  national  level  what  is  already 
understood  at  the  local  level,  i.e., 
that,  among  the  COCU  churches, 
we  already  recognize  practically 
each  other’s  memberships  and  min¬ 
istries  and  have  common  mission 
through  our  belief  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Your  words  concerning  the  slow 
pace  are  appropriate.  I  remember  a 
story  that  when  Bishop  Leslie  New- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


bigen  was  asked  why  it  took  the 
Church  of  South  India  so  long  to 
achieve  a  union  agreement,  he  re¬ 
plied,  “It  took  only  37  years  be¬ 
cause  we  were  in  such  a  hurry.” 

Bruce  W.  Robbins 

New  York,  New  York 

Help  or  harm? 

The  Rev.  Hugh  A.  Critchett  (see 
UMR,  June  18)  quotes  a  letter  from 
a  mother  whose  son  died  with  AIDS 
after  living  in  the  gay  community 
and  then  in  heterosexual  marriage. 
She  cites  Exodus  International  as  a 
help  that  she  wishes  had  been  on  the 
scene  to  help  her  son  when  he  was 
struggling  to  be  free  of  his  homosex¬ 
uality. 

An  article  in  a  1 990  issue  of  “Bay 
Windows,”  a  Boston  gay  paper,  spot¬ 
lighted  the  two  founders  of  Exodus 
International,  Gary  Cooper  and  Mi¬ 
chael  Bussee.  Reporter  Cliff  O’Neill 
wrote  that  after  1 1  years  in  seclusion 
these  founders  of  the  so-called  “ex¬ 
gay  ministries,”  have  gone  public  de¬ 
nouncing  all  such  programs  that  seek 
to  “convert”  homosexuals  into  het¬ 
erosexuality.  Mr.  Bussee  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  his  program  never 
converted  anyone. 

Mr.  Critchett  invites  us  to  be  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  struggle  for  sexual 
identity  and  I  agree.  But  the  effort  to 


transform  sexual  orientation  is 
fraught  with  difficulty. 

Carl  Siktberg 

West  Springfield,  Massachusetts 

It's  a  misconception 

The  Rev.  Hugh  Critchett’s  “Here 
I  Stand”  column  (June  18)  contains 
a  misconception  that  can  lead  to 
harm  to  innocent  people. 

While  my  heart  goes  out  to  the 
grieving  parents  of  “Fred,”  who 
died  of  AIDS,  their  statement  that 
Fred  made  a  “fatal  mistake”  by  en¬ 
tering  into  a  “homosexual  lifestyle” 
is  misleading.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  “homosexual  lifestyle.” 

I  believe  that  what  they  meant  to 
say  was  that  Fred  chose  to  engage  in 
some  pretty  risky  sexual  behavior.  So 
did  Mary,  Fred’s  wife,  if  Fred  and 
Mary  did  the  sorts  of  things  that 
most  young  married  couples  do. 

All  of  your  readers,  young  and 
old,  gay,  straight,  or  wondering, 
need  to  know  that  there  is  nothing 
about  being  gay,  or  wondering 
whether  you  are  gay,  or  being  young 
and  in  college,  or  attending  any 
meeting  or  any  party,  that  requires 
anyone  ever  to  engage  in  any  partic¬ 
ular  sexual  behavior,  especially 
risky  behavior.  The  way  we  use  our 
sexuality  is  a  personal  choice,  and 
each  of  us  has  a  responsibility  to  use 
our  sexuality  wisely. 

Margaret  Lirones 
Davis,  California 

Yes,  we  should  tithe 

The  Reporter’s  July  9  issue  in¬ 


cluded  a  letter  titled  “Tithe  No 
Standard”  in  which  the  writer  stat¬ 
ed,  “There  is  no  commandment  or 
emphasis  in  the  New  Testament  to 
tithe.”  Evidently  the  writer  has  not 
read  the  New  Testament! 

Jesus  said,  “But  woe  unto  you, 
Pharisees!  for  ye  tithe  mint  and  rue 
and  all  manner  of  herbs,  and  pass 
over  judgment  and  the  love  of  God: 
these  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and 
not  to  leave  the  other  undone.” 
(Luke  11:42  RSV) 

Roy  Y.  Rollin 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


Not  looking  back  was 
the  right  thing  to  do 

By  ROBERT  R.  TAYLOR - 

1  promised  myself  that  I  wouldn’t  My  Witness 

go  back. 

It  had  only  been  10  weeks  since 
Annual  Conference.  I  had  received  a 
new  appointment,  and  my  family 
and  I  were  still  getting  settled  into 
our  new  home  and  surroundings.  It 
was  too  soon  to  return.  Too  soon  for 
me,  too  soon  for  the  new  minister, 
and  too  soon  for  the  congregation. 

One  Sunday  afternoon,  however, 
travel  plans  required  that  I  drive 
through  the  town  from  which  we  had 
just  moved.  Late  one  gray  and  sleepy 
Sunday  afternoon,  I  found  myself 
headed  down  a  familiar  highway  I 
had  driven  on  so  many  times. 

Things  looked  familiar 

Approaching  the  city  limits  on 
the  south  side  of  town  things  looked 
so  familiar.  The  city  limits  sign,  the 
fire  station,  then  the  grocery  store. 

These  had  all  been  landmarks  in  a 
place  that  my  family  and  I  had 
called  home  for  the  past  six  years. 

Arriving  in  town,  I  was  suddenly 
surrounded  by  so  many  feelings  and 
memories.  Part  of  me  felt  as  though 
I  had  been  gone  much  longer,  while 
still  part  of  me  felt  as  though  I  had 
never  left. 

As  I  made  my  way  through  town, 
the  memories  and  feelings  became 
so  clear.  This  had  been  my  first  ap¬ 
pointment  after  graduating  from 
seminary.  Our  son  was  bom  while 
we  lived  here.  Many  lifelong  friend¬ 
ships  were  made,  relationships 
formed,  and  our  faith  and  lives 
were  enhanced  by  the  people  who 
live  in  this  community. 

Another  two  blocks,  then  sudden¬ 
ly,  there  it  was:  the  street  on  which 
the  parsonage  is  located.  My  first 
impulse  was  to  turn  down  the  street 
just  to  "drive  by  and  look.”  It  felt 
like  my  car  just  naturally  wanted  to 
turn,  for  I’d  turned  down  that  street 
countless  times  to  go  home.  It 
seemed  like  the  natural  thing  to  do. 


er,  overcoming  the  curiosity  and  the 
desire  to  reminisce.  I  decided  to 
drive  on  by  and  not  stop  to  catch  a 
glimpse.  A  few  blocks  later  I  did  the 
same  when  I  passed  the  street  which 
led  to  the  church.  Somehow  I  knew 
in  my  heart  that  this  was  the  right 
thing  to  do. 

The  rest  of  the  trip  home,  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  think  about  the  people 
and  memories  that  had  been  so  im¬ 
portant  to  us  for  the  past  six  years. 
Knowing  that  we  had  left  them 
made  me  very  sad. 


Resisted  the  urge 

I  resisted  the  urge  to  turn,  howev- 


I  arrived  home 

Soon,  I  arrived  home  and  pulled 
into  the  driveway  at  the  new  par¬ 
sonage.  My  thoughts  began  to  focus 
on  this  new  place  to  which  God  had 
called  me  to  serve.  Sitting  in  my 
new  driveway,  thinking  of  this  new 
place,  I  began  to  feel  a  real  sense  of 
excitement  and  relief.  In  the  coming 
months  and  years  I  would  come  to 
know  and  love  this  place  and  the 
people  here  just  as  I  loved  the  place 
and  people  I  had  served  before. 

Soon,  this  house  would  come  to 
feel  like  home,  and  soon  these  peo¬ 
ple  would  come  to  be  our  family 
and  friends  in  Christ.  God  had  pro¬ 
vided  me  with  many  new  opportu¬ 
nities. 

Today,  as  I  .  look  back  on  that 
Sunday  afternoon  drive,  I  am  grate¬ 
ful  to  God  for  both  the  people  and 
memories  of  past  churches,  and  the 
wonderful  people  and  opportunities 
of  the  present  and  future. 


Modern  trends  are  causing  our  decline 
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By  IORDAN  E.  DETZER 

After  45  years  of  active  ministry,  I 
am  witness  to  change  in  our  church. 

Methodism  began  with  the  eager¬ 
ness  and  devotion  of  John  Wesley 
in  England.  It  came  to  America  and 
grew  rapidly  to  become  the  largest 
Protestant  denomination  in  th?  40’s 
and  50’s  because  people  were  eager 
to  share  their  faith  with  others. 

Our  decline  has  been  steady  as  our 
church  has  become  more  secular. 

The  trend  of  modernization  is 
against  our  founder  Wesley  and  our 
Savior  Christ’s  basic  tenets. 

Who  gave  the  motives  to  encour¬ 
age  the  outrageous  costumes  that 
pastors  wear  today?  Gowns,  monks’ 
robes,  colors  and  the  patchwork 
quilts  pastors  wear  for  stoles? 

I’m  certain  that  the  hanging  tap¬ 
estries  in  some  of  our  impressive 
sanctuaries  are  like  hanging  out 
dirty  underwear  on  a  clothesline  in 
otherwise  stately  churches. 

One  sanctuary  that  I  helped  build 
looks  like  a  laundromat  with  white  di¬ 
apers  hanging  from  the  stately  arches 
that  speak  of  simple  sacredness. 

Why  this  attention  to  the  decora¬ 
tions  of  the  sanctuaries  when  these 
houses  are  built  primarily  for  people 
outside  of  its  walls?  Jesus,  Paul  and 
Wesley  were  not  concerned  with  out¬ 
ward  appearance  but  what  is  on  the 
inside  of  our  hearts  and  minds. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“He  shall  judge  between  many 
peoples,  and  shall  decide  for  strong 
nations  afar  off;  and  they  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares,  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks;  na¬ 
tion  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against 
nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war 
any  more.”  (KJV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Ior¬ 
dan  E.  Detzer  is  a 
professor  at 
Chapman  Col¬ 
lege  in  San  Die¬ 
go,  California 
( California-Pacif¬ 
ic  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


Methodism  has  to  be  commended 
on  its  inclusiveness  of  so  many  races. 
It’s  a  miniature  of  America  itself  in 


uniting  a  great  group  of  the  faithful. 

But  may  the  good  Lord  forgive  us 
for  holding  up  and  circulating  baptized 
babies  for  the  giggles  and  applause  of  a 
congregation,  which  has  no  precedent 
in  our  Christian  heritage. 

Let’s  get  our  act  together.  Instead  of 
“blessing  the  waters”  for  sacrament, 
let’s  bless  our  evangelists  and  send  lay¬ 
men  into  the  world  where  we  have 
been  commanded  to  go  by  Christ,  and 
forget  the  tapestries,  stoles  and  ap¬ 
plause  and  reach  those  unchurched, 
and  reverse  our  shrinking  Methodism! 

Love  is  God’s  nature,  and  can  be 
the  center  of  our  faith.  Share  it  with 
true  vigor  and  less  showmanship. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Too  often  we  see  ‘call’  in  terms 
of  the  experience  Paul  had  on  the 
road  to  Damascus. .  .  .  But  the  mod¬ 
el  most  common  in  the  world  is 
probably  that  of  Isaiah,  who  saw  a 
need  and  was  able  to  meet  it.  ’Call’ 
for  most  of  us  is  seeing  a  need  and 
meeting  it.” 

— Larry  Taylor,  Southern  Baptist 
pastor  in  Alexandria,  La. 

*  *  * 

“Show  me  somebody  who’s  in 
love  with  themselves  and  satisfied 
with  themselves  just  as  they  are  and 


I’ll  show  you  someone  who  has 
failed  and  just  doesn’t  know  it  yet." 

— The  Rev.  Zan  Holmes,  Dallas, 
speaking  to  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Congress. 


“It  is  difficult  to  give  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  account  of  a  just  God  when 
things  of  this  nature  happen.” 

— Anglican  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu  as  he  helped  pass  sandbags  to 
hold  back  Mississippi  floodwaters  in 
St.  Louis. 


(Last  week's  answer  Galatians  6:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  1 

Sunday:  Psalms  17:1-7 
Monday:  Psalms  17:15 
Tuesday:  Genesis  32:22-25 
Wednesday:  Genesis  32:26-3 1 
Thursday:  Romans  9: 1-5 
Friday:  Matthew  13:13-14 
Saturday:  Matthew  13:1 5-2 1 


Public  Relations  and 
Community  Outreach 
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front  page  news  will  be  viewed  by  various  media 
differently  than  any  other  “newsletter.” 
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Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 
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NOMINATED  AMBASSADOR:  The 

president  of  United  Methodist-related  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  nominated  am¬ 
bassador  to  South  Korea. 

The  Rev.  James  T.  Laney, 

65,  Emory  president  since 
1977,  has  agreed  to  be  the 
nominee.  President  Clinton 
said  Dr.  Laney  “is  a  greatly 
admired  scholar  and  leader 
with  an  understanding  and 
respect  for  Korea  based  on  more  than  45  years 
experience  with  the  country.”  An  Arkansas  na¬ 
tive,  Dr.  Laney  served  as  a  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  in  Korea,  teaching  for  five  years  at  Yonsei 
University. 


lames  Laney 


SUPPORT  FOR  DR.  ELDERS:  Much  of 

the  leadership  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  entering  the  political  fray  to  back  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Joycelyn  Elders  to  be  surgeon  gener¬ 
al.  Dr.  Elders,  a  United  Methodist  and  former 
director  of  the  Arkansas  State  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  came  under  attack  by  religious  conserva¬ 
tives  for  her  stands  on  abortion,  sex  education, 
school-based  health  clinics  and  condom  distri¬ 
bution  in  the  public  schools.  Expressing  support 
for  Dr.  Elders  were  more  than  a  dozen  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  leaders,  including  one  bishop;  the 
heads  of  two  general  boards;  leaders  of  two  gen¬ 
eral  commissions;  and  members  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  black  caucus. 


STILL  DISCRIMINATION:  The  top  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  so¬ 
cial-action  agency  says  President  Clinton’s 
proposed  policy  regarding  homosexuals  in  the 
U.S.  military  "continues  the  practice  of  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.” 
A  statement  issued  by  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett  cited  the  church’s  Social  Princi¬ 
ples,  which  support  the  “rights  and  liberties”  of 
homosexuals.  Mr.  Fassett  was  speaking  as  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety.  Only  the  General  Conference — the  church’s 
top  legislative  body — speaks  for  the  entire  de¬ 
nomination. 


BISHOP  GRABS  A  BAG:  Anglican 

Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South  Africa  and 
an  estimated  200  volun¬ 
teers  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ  and  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  helped  place  sand¬ 
bags  along  the  River  des 
Peres  near  St.  Louis  July 
17,  only  to  have  their  ef¬ 
forts  washed  away  a  day  lat¬ 
er  with  the  breaking  of  the 
city’s  levees  (see  related  stories  on  this  page). 
Volunteers  from  the  two  churches  were  attend¬ 
ing  the  top  policy-making  meetings  of  each  of 
the  denominations,  meeting  jointly  for  the  first 
time  ever  July  14-20.  Archbishop  Tutu,  who 
gave  a  keynote  address  to  a  joint  session,  helped 
shovel  sand  into  bags,  despite  having  to  walk 
with  a  cane. 


Desmond  Tutu 


PEACE  VISIT  TO  BOSNIA:  A  United 

Methodist  minister  from  the  Northern  Illinois 
conference  will  make  a  peace  mission  to  war- 
tom  Bosnia-Herzegovina,  in  hopes  of  providing 
pastoral  care  to  refugees  in  Sarajevo.  The  Rev. 
William  J.  Kuntze,  pastor  of  Northbrook  (Ill.) 
United  Methodist  Church,  will  participate  in 
the  international  ecumenical  program,  “We 
Share  One  Peace,”  August  2-16.  An  estimated 
2,000  people  worldwide  are  expected  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  vigil  when  it  ends  Sept.  15.  “We  may 
not  have  concrete  results  during  this  witness,” 
said  Mr.  Kuntze,  “but  we  feel  a  call  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  an  appropriate  witness  that  shows  peace 
is  in  God’s  hands.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind. — A  volunteer  fills  out  a  prayer  re¬ 
quest  received  by  telephone  over  a  line  diverted  from  the 
Upper  Room  Prayer  Center. 

Congress  volunteers 
pray  for  callers'  needs 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  LA.— 
The  phone  rang  in  a  quiet  room 
on  the  upper  floor  of  a  Purdue 
University  building. 

It  was  10:30  p.m.  A  hand 
reached  out.  A  voice  answered. 

“This  is  the  Upper  Room 
Prayer  Center.  May  we  help  you?” 

The  voice  and  the  hand  be¬ 
longed  to  one  of  many  anony¬ 
mous  United  Methodist  men  who 
volunteered  to  answer  the  Upper 
Room  prayer  line  24  hours  a  day 
during  the  recent  Congress  of 
United  Methodist  Men. 

It’s  a  common  practice  of  the 
men  to  divert  the  prayer  request 
lines  from  Nashville  to  the  city 
where  they  are  holding  a  meeting. 
They  say  it  is  important  to  have  a 
real  human  being  at  the  other  end 
of  the  line  when  someone  has  a 
prayer  request. 

Partial  support  of  the  Upper 
Room  Prayer  Center  is  an  on¬ 
going  project  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  a  division  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Dis- 


cipleship.  They  provide  finan¬ 
cial  support.  And  they  answer 
the  phone  and  pray  with  those 
who  have  prayer  requests. 

The  requests  are  written  down 
and  passed  on  to  at  least  two 
groups  within  the  denomination 
who  will  pray  about  the  request. 

Two  days  into  the  Purdue 
meeting,  the  men  had  already 
fielded  some  300  prayer  re¬ 
quests  from  all  over  the  nation. 

The  most  frequent  requests 
were  about  financial  difficul¬ 
ties,  physical  healing  or  the 
healing  of  a  relationship. 

This  one  was  from  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  The  caller  had  a 
hard  time  getting  out  his  request. 

His  job  was  gone,  he  said, 
swamped  by  the  flood.  So  was 
the  place  he  lived.  He  had  no  rel¬ 
atives  and  no  place  to  go.  Would 
someone  please  pray  for  him? 

The  prayer  counselor  prayed 
with  him  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  he  said: 

“We’ve  got  nearly  5,000  men 
here  praying  for  you.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


3 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 

Missions  head  tells  UM  Men 
work  in  Russia  will  go  on 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.— 
Recent  Russian  legislation  de¬ 
signed  to  limit  Western  mission¬ 
ary  efforts  shouldn’t  make  United 
Methodists  overreact. 

That  was  the  word  recently  to 
some  4,500  participants  at  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Congress 
from  the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nu¬ 
gent  Jr.,  chief  executive  of  the 
church’s  mission-sending  agency, 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

As  he  said  two  weeks  ago  when 
news  of  the  Russian  legislation 
first  emerged.  Dr.  Nugent  repeat¬ 
ed  that  he  had  confidence  that 
the  work  of  the  church  will  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States.  The  CIS  in¬ 
cludes  Russia  and  many  of  the 
republics  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union. 

“We  don’t  need  to  overreact — 
yet!”  Dr.  Nugent  asserted. 

The  men  came  from  nearly  ev¬ 
ery  state  in  the  United  States, 
Puerto  Rico  and  Guam  as  well  as 
from  Antigua,  Burundi,  Canada, 
Ivory  Coast,  Jamaica,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Sierra  Leone,  South  Korea 
and  Zaire. 

They  met  July  16-18  for  wor¬ 
ship,  fellowship,  Bible  study,  to 
attend  workshops  and  to  hear 
speakers.  The  congress  is  held  ev¬ 
ery  four  years  at  Purdue  Univer¬ 
sity  in  West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Dr.  Nugent  was  one  of  the  key¬ 
noters  at  the  three-day  event  who 
spoke  on  the  congress  theme,  “A 
Man  Sent  from  God.” 

He  told  the  men’s  congress  that 
the  recently  passed  legislation  in 
Russia  requires  Western  groups 
to  work  through  indigenous 
churches,  primarily  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church.  This  latter  re¬ 


quirement,  Dr.  Nugent  said,  will 
allow  United  Methodist  ministry 
in  the  CIS  to  continue. 

Not  only  are  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  fellowships  al¬ 
ready  established  in  Russia,  but 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  an  ongoing  cooperative  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church,  he  said. 

Dr.  Nugent  and  Bishop  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  (Houston 
Area),  then  president  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board,  went  to  Russia  in 
1991  to  discuss  mission  efforts 
with  Russian  Orthodox  Patriarch 
Alexy  II.  From  that  initial  visit 
sprang  ongoing  humanitarian  ef¬ 
forts  that  have  led  to  congrega¬ 
tional  development. 

Within  Russia  today,  a  debate 
is  raging  about  the  meaning  of 
the  legislation,  Dr.  Nugent  said. 
There  is  a  great  concern  in  Rus¬ 
sia  about  the  impact  of  such  ex¬ 
treme  groups  as  militant  Islamic 
fundamentalists  and  the  Unifica¬ 
tion  Church. 

“Although  we  have  a  different 
track  record,  we,  too,  have  come 
under  this  law,”  Dr.  Nugent  add¬ 
ed. 

Later,  in  an  interview,  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Weaver,  who  coordinates 
Russian  mission  work  for  Global 
Ministries,  told  the  Reporter  that 
some  50  United  Methodist 
groups  plan  to  visit  the  CIS  by 
January  1994. 

Dr.  Weaver — who  led  a  men’s 
congress  workshop  on  "Opportu¬ 
nities  in  Russia" — said  he  always 
cautions  groups  that  “the  door 
can  be  shut  any  minute.” 

While  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  some  very  good 
friends  in  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church,  he  added,  a  small  but 
highly  vocal  presence  within  the 
Russian  church  and  society  view 


Men's  fund 
tops  $1  million 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WEST  .AFAYETTE,  Ind.— 
For  the  fust  time  in  its  13-year 
history,  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Foundation  has  passed  the 
S 1  million  mark. 

A  tota:  contribution  of 
$59,000  in  cash  or  pledges  put 
the  fund  over  the  top  at  a  Satur¬ 
day  evening  session  of  the  Con¬ 
gress  ofUmted  Methodist  Men. 

The  contr  butions  were  sparked 
by  an  appeal  by  Oklahoman  Dale 
Waymire  to  base  their  contribu¬ 
tions  on  1 0  percent  of  their  travel 
expenses.  Mr.  Waymire  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  foundation. 

Foundation  funds  are  dedicated 
to  the  church's  Scouting  program 
and  the  Upper  Room  Prayer  Min¬ 
istry  (see  related  article). 

Funds  are  also  earmarked  for 
United  Methodist  Men’s  project 
related  to  the  church’s  Russia 
mission  initiative.  The  men  also 
support  a  parsonage  in  the  West 
Indies. 

A  portion  of  the  congress  offer¬ 
ings  will  be  directed  to  flood  re¬ 
lief  in  the  Midwest. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


any  Western-originated  effort  as 
a  cultural  invasion. 

Nevertheless,  Dr.  Weaver  said 
he  was  optimistic  about  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  Eurasia  Conference, 
as  the  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  conference  that  includes  the 
CIS  is  known. 

“But  we  may  have  some 
bumps  in  the  road  along  the 
way,”  he  noted. 
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WEST  LA¬ 
FAYETTE,  Ind.- 
Under  the  banner 
(at  left)  is  a  popu¬ 
lar  place  for 
United  Methodist 
Men  to  meet  at 
the  mission  fair 
held  during  the 
recent  congress 
at  Purdue  Univer¬ 
sity.  One  of  the 
attractions  at  the 
mission  fair  was  a 
montage  of  the 
events  (right) 
drawn  by  artist 
Tom  Gibson  of 
Mission  Commu¬ 
nications,  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  UMR. 
Information  on 
ordering  copies 
of  the  montage  is 
available  by  call¬ 
ing  214-630- 
6495. 
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UMs  mobilize  relief  to  Midwest  victims  of  'flood  of  century' 


Victims  of 
Midwest  Flooding 


Monetary  gifts  in  response  to  the 
Bishops'  Appeal  should  be  marked: 
Bishops'  Appall  for  Victim*  of 
Midwest  Flooding  ind  Rlin  Damage 
UMCOR  Advance  #901690-5. 


Make  checks  payable  to:  Advance  6CFA 
and  submit  through  your  local  church  to  your 
annual  conference  treasurer  for  forwarding 
to  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin. 


Needed:  Canned  or  dried  foods, 
detergents,  disinfectants,  toilet 
paper,  lotion,  feminine  supplies, 
rubber  gloves,  mops,  handiwipes,  towels,  sponges, 
other  clean-up  items,  baby  care  items  such  as 
disposable  diapers,  talc,  non-perishable  baby  food. 


food,  supplies 


Ship  to  one  of  the  following  warehouses: 

UMCOR  Flood  Relief  Warehouse 
c/o  Christian  Service  Center 
2101  Delmar 
St.  Louie,  M0.  63103 

UMCOR  Flood  Reliaf  Warehouse 
1827  McGee 

Kansas  City,  M0.  64108 

UMCOR  Flood  Relief  Warehouse 
1400  Third  Avenue 
Moline,  III.  61265 


Call  1-800-554-8583  for  more  information 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  across  the 
country  have  mobilized  their  com¬ 
munities  to  provide  food,  shelter 
and  pastoral  care  to  victims  of  “the 
flood  of  the  century.” 

In  addition,  the  church’s  interna¬ 
tional  relief  agency  has  opened 
three  warehouses  to  receive  the 
emergency  supplies  from  United 
Methodists  within  the  connection. 

The  67-member  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  issued  an 
emergency  appeal  for  10  annual 
conferences  in  eight  states  that  have 
been  affected  by  floods  and  weeks 
of  rain. 

Contributions  are  being  made 
through  Advance  No.  901690-5. 

While  thousands  of  churches 
have  pledged  to  hold  special  offer¬ 
ings,  many  are  shipping  emergency 
supplies  to  the  flood  victims. 

The  supplies  will  be  distributed 
by  disaster  response  volunteers  rep¬ 
resenting  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  in  ware¬ 
houses  located  in  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  Moline,  Ill.  (See  box 
at  left  listing  goods  needed.) 

For  shipping  information,  call  the 
national  UMCOR  hotline  at  1-800- 


554-8583,  Monday  through  Friday, 
between  8  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  (EST). 

The  following  are  updates  from 
annual  conferences  affected  by  the 
floods: 

■  Staff  members  of  the  Iowa  An¬ 
nual  Conference  were  Finally  al¬ 
lowed  to  re-enter  the  premises  on 
July  22.  Working  out  of  their  homes 
and  in  local  churches  outside  of  Des 
Moines,  officials  were  still  able  to 
complete  a  statewide  mailing  listing 
contacts  for  help.  There  are  at  least 
200  churches  in  high-risk  areas. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  the  church  in  Iowa,”  said  UM¬ 
COR  national  disaster  coordinator 
Virginia  Miller.  “No  matter  what 
happens,  they  stand  with  their  peo¬ 
ple.” 

Ms.  Miller  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellow¬ 
ship  has  been  asked  to  pull  the 
farmers  together,  because  the  orga¬ 
nization  “has  the  credibility.” 

The  Rev.  Fred  Toland  of  Mobile, 
Ala.,  has  also  been  sent  to  Iowa  to 
team  up  with  the  Rev.  William 
Olmsted  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  to  final¬ 
ize  response  strategies.  The  Iowa 
Conference  disaster  hotline  is  1- 
800-261-8438. 

■  In  the  Missouri  West  confer- 


" The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  church  in 
Iowa.  No  matter  what 
happens,  they  stand  with 
their  people." 

— Virginia  Miller 
UMCOR  disaster 
coordinator 


ence.  United  Methodist  layman 
Robert  Gardner,  Pattonsburg,  Mo., 
electrocuted  while  trying  to  recon¬ 
nect  a  freezer  in  his  flooded  restau¬ 
rant.  was  one  of  the  first  reported 
deaths.  He  was  a  member  of  Heath 
United  Methodist  Church. 

His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Evelyn  Ezell, 
was  rescued  by  boat  from  the  par¬ 
sonage.  Ms.  Ezell,  also  pastor  of 
Civil  Bend  and  Pattonsburg 
churches,  said  at  least  30  of  Pat- 
tonsburg’s  80  church  members  are 
planning  to  move  away  permanent¬ 
ly  because  of  their  losses. 

According  to  her  estimates,  there 
are  250  homes  there  and  only  25  es¬ 
caped  damage. 

Also  flooded  last  week  was  the 


Watson  (Mo.)  United  Methodist 
Church. 

■  In  Missouri  East  conference, 
high  water  forced  the  Immanuel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Can¬ 
ton,  Mo.,  to  move  weekly  services 
to  Culver-Stockton  College.  At 
Chamois  (Mo.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  church  buildings  are 
being  used  for  evacuee  housing. 
More  information  on  Missouri  can 
be  obtained  by  calling  1-800-399- 
7878. 

■  Even  though  most  of  his  con¬ 
ference  was  “blessedly  spared,” 
Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker  (Chica¬ 
go  Area)  made  a  pastoral  call  to  the 
flooded  farm  of  Kerwood  Watts  of 
Winnebago,  Ill.  Mr.  Watts  is  a 
member  of  Rockton  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Church. 

The  bishop  said  he  wanted  to 
show  concern  about  the  plight  of 
Midwest  farmers.  “There  will  be  se¬ 
vere  economic  repercussions  for 
many  families  in  areas  our  churches 
serve.” 

■  United  Methodists  in  the  Min¬ 
nesota  conference  are  working  with 
farmers  and  migrant  workers  who 
are  suffering  badly  from  flooding. 

Although  his  parsonage  has  24 
inches  of  water  and  raw  sewage  in 
the  basement,  the  Rev.  James  Pudil 
III  of  Marshall.  Minn.,  pastor  of  the 
Lynd-Albright  Charge,  plans  to 
start  a  grief  support  group  to  help 
the  victims. 

■  United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  B.  Lewis  (Dakotas  Area) 
experienced  the  wrath  of  the  flood 
firsthand,  when  his  Fargo,  N.D., 
residence  was  soaked  by  six  inches 
of  water. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  South  Dakota 
conference,  officials  were  expected 
to  give  aid  to  residents  of  Montrose, 
S.D..  where  food  was  desperately 
needed. 

■  In  the  Kansas  East  Conference. 
Elwood  (Kan.)  United  Methodist 
Church  reported  flooding  at  press 
time. 
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Faith 

= connections 

PROFESSOR  NAMIED  TO  PANEL:  a 

professor  of  a  United  Methodist-related  semi¬ 
nary  has  been  named  to  a  blue-ribbon  panel  to 
provide  recommendaticjns  on  how  best  to  ad¬ 
dress  Waco-type  situations  in  the  future.  Dr. 
Nancy  Ammerman,  associate  professor  of  sociol¬ 
ogy  and  religion  at  Can  pier  School  of  Theology 
of  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  is  one  of  10  ex¬ 
perts  representing  varijous  disciplines  selected 
to  advise  both  the  U.S.  Departments  of  Justice 
and  Treasury. 

CONFERENCE  SOCIAL  ISSUES: 

When  the  71  United  Methodist  annual  (region¬ 
al)  conferences  in  the  United  States  met  in  re¬ 
cent  legislative  sessionjs,  they  debated  a  number 
of  social  issues.  A  pjroposed  constitutional 
amendment  prohibiting  United  Methodist 
churches’  barring  merfibers  on  the  basis  of  “sta¬ 
tus”  was  challenged  by  several  conferences  who 
feared  “status”  woi/ld  include  homosexuals. 
Many  conferences  raised  human  rights  issues  of 
a  global  nature.  A  few  conferences  took  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  official  “pro-choice”  (with  restric¬ 
tions)  stance  on  abortion  of  the  denomination. 
Other  domestic  issues  included  racial  justice, 
poverty  and  homelessness,  substance  abuse,  and 
gambling. 


MINISTER  STABBED:  The  Rev.  Benja¬ 
min  N.  Clark  Jr.,  pastor  of  Cross  City  (Fla.) 
UMC,  was  stabbed  in  the  neck  July  21  as  he  sat 
in  his  vehicle  outside  a  convenience  store.  His 
attacker  was  later  caught  by  police.  Mr.  Clark 
suffered  a  serious  wound  to  his  larynx.  Doctors 
at  North  Florida  Regional  Hospital  in  Gaines¬ 
ville  said  Mr.  Clark  may  lose  his  ability  to 
speak. 


NEW  MUSIC  MINISTRY:  Diana  San¬ 
chez,  director  of  music  resources  for  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship,  will  leave  the  staff 
effective  July  31,  to  pursue  a  doctor  of  musical 
arts  degree.  She  has  been  awarded  a  three-year 
fellowship  through  the  University  of  Texas. 

SCOATES  RESIGNS:  The  Rev.  David 

Tyler  Scoates  has  resigned  as  senior  pastor  of 
Hennepin  Avenue  UMC  in  Minneapolis  effec¬ 
tive  Aug.  31.  Dr.  Scoates,  58,  told  the  3,000- 
member  church  on  July  18  that  he  has  accepted 
an  offer  to  be  the  first  executive  director  of 
Churches  United  In  Global  Mission.  The  latter 
was  founded  three  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller,  senior  pastor  of  Crystal  Cathedral  in 
Garden  Grove,  Calif.,  as  a  coalition  of  large 
congregations  from  several  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  for  giving  economic  aid  to 
needy  areas  of  the  world.  A  spokeswoman  for 
Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher  (Minnesota 
Area)  said  that  Dr.  Scoates’  appointment  status 
is  uncertain.  “We’re  working  with  him  to  clarify 
what  [Book  of  Discipline]  category  his  appoint¬ 
ment  might  fall  under,”  said  the  Rev.  Marva 
Jean  Hutchens. 


Faith  at  work 


JULY  30,  1093  : 


Key  leaders  kick 


off  UMC's  'future'  study 


The  council  directors  envisioned  images  of  the 
future  church  and  suggested  changes  to  infuse 
new  energy  into  the  denomination. 


By  |EAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
search  for  a  common  vision  of  its 
identity,  mission  and  structure 
for  the  21st  Century  formally  got 
under  way  recently  with  a  "town 
meeting”  of  key  regional  admin¬ 
istrators. 

Council  on  Ministries  directors 

UM  studies 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Suddenly,  United  Methodist 
churchwide  agencies  and  institu¬ 
tions  are  “all  ears.” 

Hearing  the  views  of  leaders  and 
rank-and-file  United  Methodists  in 
local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  is  a  key  component  in  at  least 
a  half-dozen  studies  under  way 
across  the  denomination,  which  has 
8.9  million  members  in  the  United 
States  (see  related  story  above). 
Among  them: 

■  A  project  related  to  the  United 


from  about  60  of  the  church’s  72 
annual  conferences  gathered  for 
a  briefing  and  brainstorming  ses¬ 
sion  recently  at  the  invitation  of 
the  denomination’s  chief  coordi¬ 
nating  agency. 

“This  is  the  single  most  impor¬ 
tant  group  to  be  involved  if  this 
study  is  to  go  anywhere  and  is  to  re¬ 
sult  in  action,"  said  the  Rev.  C. 
Joseph  Sprague  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 


Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  has  directors  holding 
conversations  with  lay  and  clergy 
mission  leaders  in  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  Twenty  dialogues  are  set  for 
this  year,  by  1996,  all  annual  con¬ 
ferences  will  have  taken  part  in  the 
conversations. 

■  In  an  “Agenda  21”  project, 
United  Methodism’s  13  theologi¬ 
cal  schools  are  teaming  up  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  local  church  laity  and 
pastors  on  how  better  to  serve  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  their  leaders. 
The  project  is  being  funded  by 


head  of  the  Connectional  Issue 
Task  Force  directing  the  process. 

(The  term  “connectional”  re¬ 
fers  to  the  network  of  relation¬ 
ships  linking  the  denomination’s 


the  Division  of  Ordained  Minis¬ 
try  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education 
in  Nashville. 

■  The  denomination's  Council 
of  Bishops  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
major  inquiry  on  “the  Global 
Nature  of  the  Church"  that  will 
also  involve  non-U. S.  United 
Methodists  in  helping  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  the  church  should  be 
structured  in  the  next  century  to 
reflect  its  increasingly  interna¬ 
tional  character. 


local,  regional,  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  components.) 

The  study  was  mandated  in 
1992  by  the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  body,  the  General 
Conference. 

In  other  sessions,  the  council  di¬ 
rectors  envisioned  images  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  church  and  suggested  changes 
to  infuse  new  energy  into  the  de¬ 
nomination,  which  has  shared 
membership  losses  with  other 
mainline  U.S.  Protestant  bodies. 

Among  the  suggestions: 

■  Increased  the  use  of  lay 
preachers  and  reducing  reliance 
on  ordained  leaders; 

■  Fostering  enthusiasm  for 
starting  new  congregations; 

■  Eliminating  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  system  of  guaranteed  ap¬ 
pointments  for  clergy  in  order  to 
ease  out  ineffective  pastors; 

■  Reducing  the  number  and 


size  of  churchwide  boards  and 
agencies; 

■  Making  pastoral  appoint¬ 
ments  based  on  congregational 
needs  and  pastoral  skills,  regard-  ’ 
less  of  the  size  of  churches; 

■  Placing  more  emphasis  on 
faithfulness  to  God  than  on  the 
search  for  “the  right  structure”; 

■  Increasing  congregational 
stress  on  small-group  Bible 
study,  stewardship,  tithing,  wit-  n 
nessing  to  the  faith,  and  prayer; 

■  Saving  money  by  reducing 
Council  of  Bishops'  meetings  to 
one  a  year,  with  retired  bishops 
attending  only  once  in  four  years; 

■  Reducing  competition  and' 

duplication  between  boards  by  ■  - 
having  only  one  general  pro-  ' 
gramming,  administrative  agen¬ 
cy  at  the  churchwide  level;  7 

■  Giving  local  church  people  b 
more  say  in  pastoral  appoint¬ 
ments  and  size  of  apportion-  ■ 
ment — the  share  of  funds  . 
assessed  for  mission  and  minis¬ 
try  beyond  the  local  church;  •,< 

■  Reviewing  the  policy  of  life  ■ 
tenure  of  bishops  and  the  eight-  11 
to  12-year  tenure  in  one  area. 


seek  grassroots'  views 


' Vision  2000 '  strategy  focuses  on  helpful  change 


By  RALPH  W.  MOHNEY 

Vision  2000,  a  new  movement 
spreading  rapidly  across  the  church, 
is  predicated  on  change — each  con¬ 
gregation  “dreaming  God’s  dream,” 
“having  God’s  vision”  for  its 
church  and  accomplishing  these  by 
the  year  2000  A.D. 

This  biblically  based  and  con- 
gregationally  focused  strategy 
comes  out  of  the  ministries  of  the 
Revs.  Joe  A.  Harding  and  Ralph 
Mohney  and  the  unique  respons¬ 
es  of  envisioning  congregations. 

The  Conference  Vision  2000 
format  began  when  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
was  invited  by  the  Rev.  Don 
Haynes,  then  council  director  of 
the  church’s  Western  North  Car¬ 
olina  conference,  to  assist  them 
in  their  multifaceted  effort  to 
counteract  20  years  of  member¬ 
ship  decline. 

Under  the  able  leadership  of 
Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones  and  the 
Rev.  Don  Haynes,  that  confer¬ 
ence  has  had  a  net  gain  of  more 
than  3,600  members,  wiping  out 
losses  of  12  years  in  only  three 


First  of  six  parts 


years. 

This  multifaceted  approach  in¬ 
cludes: 

•f  An  empowering  launch 
event; 

/  Provocative  and  stimulat¬ 
ing  training  events; 

S  Inspired  worship  atten¬ 
dance  crusades; 

•f  Carefully  implemented 
clergy  effectiveness  seminars; 

v  Emerging  laity  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  Transformation  2000;  use 
of  Growth  Plus  consultations 
and  development  of  strong  spiri¬ 
tual  foundations. 

The  accompanying  map  at 
right  shows  those  initially  in¬ 
volved  in  the  movement. 


VISION  2000  conferences 
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,  UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 

This  map  shows  annual  conferences  that  current  participate  in  the  Vision  200  program.  5 

The  local  church  text  is  “Vision  conference  manual,  “Vision  2000:  Mr.  Mohney  is  a  director  of  Vi -  •’ 

2000:  Planning  for  Ministry  into  Guide  to  Bold  and  Missional  sion  2000  for  the  United  Meth- 
the  Next  Century,"  by  Joe  A.  Har-  Evangelization,”  is  by  Donald  W.  odist  General  Board  of 
ding  and  Ralph  W.  Mohney;  the  Haynes.  Discipleship. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI.  15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 

MAYFLOWER  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
is  searching  for  a  minister.  Rower  Mound  is  located 
in  Dallas/Ft.  Worth  mctroplex.  Write  to:  Pastoral 
Search  Committee,  Mayflower  Congregational 
Church,  3415  Cross  Timbers,  Rower  Mound,  TX 
75028. 

approved  in  advance. 

CARETAKER  WANTED  FOR  BEAUTIFUL 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
is  a  church  of  900  +  members  with  a  full  range  of 
music  programs.  The  salary  is  negotiable.  A  pro¬ 
fessional  degree  in  music  is  required.  Resumes 
must  be  received  by  September  1,  1993.  The  re- 

historical  chapel  in  east  Texas.  A  nice  home  of¬ 
fered  in  exchange  for  light  caretaker  duties. 
Prefer  retired  couple  or  single.  For  details  call 
Aldous  at  (409)  560-2275  or  John  at  (409)  634- 
7523. 

sumes  should  be  addressed  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Pu¬ 
laski,  TN  38478.  Phone  (615)363-2595. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Northern  Illinois,  Chicago.  De¬ 
sired  qualifications:  strong  background  in  and 
commitment  to  United  Methodist  theology  and 
polity,  managerial  and  administrative  experience, 
knowledge  of  various  investment  vehicles,  and 
the  ability  to  counsel  potential  donors  in  estate 
planning  and  planned  giving.  Director  must  have 
a  sense  of  mission  and  the  ability  to  effectively 
articulate  the  role  of  the  Foundation  in  its  service 
to  the  church.  Apply  with  resume  and  references 
to:  UMF  Personnel  Committee,  -Suite  1820,  77 
West  Washington,  Chicago,  IL  60602  by  August 

15,  1993. 

FULUTIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  Direc¬ 
tor  (established  youth  program).  Growing  1500- 
member  church  in  college  town  near  skiing. 
Christian  education  degree  or  experience  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  DOE.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend 
Bill  Sylskar,  First  UMC.  808  North  Monterey, 
Farmington.  NM  87401. 

TWO  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTORS  with  experi¬ 

ence  in  developing  and  implementing  United 
Methodist  programs  in  youth  ministries,  ethnic 
ministries,  global  ministries  (missions),  church 
development,  discipleship,  leadership  develop¬ 
ment,  congregational  development,  and  evange¬ 
lism.  Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent.  Contact: 
The  Rev.  Vance  Summers,  Jr.,  West  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  Director,  471  E. 
Broad  SL,  Suite  1106,  Columbus,  OH  43215- 
3889.  Telephone  (614)  228-6784,  Fax  (614)  222- 
0612.  Application  deadline  August  30,  1993. 
EOE/MF. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  com  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 

FIRST-CENTENARY,  THE  MAJOR  down- 

town  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chattanoo¬ 
ga,  TN  is  aggressively  seeking  candidates  for 
Director  of  Youth  Ministry.  Excellent  compen¬ 
sation  package  based  upon  experience.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chattanooga.  TN  37401. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 
position,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church, 
810  North  Oregon,  El  Paso,  Texas  79902.  (915) 
533-2674.  150<>.member  congregation.  Requires 
organ/choral  training,  advanced  degree  in  organ 
performance  and  choral  conducting.  Graded  cho- 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  850- 

member  church.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Terry 
Anderson,  First  UMC.  1501  Sycamore,  Clovis, 
NM  88101.  Less  than  full-time  applicants  wel- 
come. 

Moller.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resume/references  to:  Rev.  Charles 
Crutchfield  at  above  address. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 

First  UMC.  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas.  TX  75201. 
Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer. 

For  groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 
Lodging  (now  with  more  showers!).  >10.50  tick- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  Full-time.  1600 

members.  Small  youth  group  with  growth  po¬ 
tential.  Salary/benefits  negotiable.  First  United 
Methodist,  P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902.(813)  332-1  152. 

today! 

INNOVATIVE  GROWING  SOUTHWEST  Ror- 
ida  church  seeks  ordained  associate  pastor  with 
four  +  years  experience  in  the  areas  of  leadership 
development  and  congregational  care.  Send  state- 
ment  of  faith  and  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
Box  1257,  Sanibel.FL  33957, 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  for  1 300  +  member  church.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Search  Committee,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Box  452,  Dyersburg,  TN 
38025.  Salary  is  negotiable. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  POSITION  OR  positions  in 
2400-member  Omaha  church  seeking  assistant  or¬ 
ganist  for  mid-week  rehearsals  and  Sunday  services, 
and  director  for  choral  and/or  handbell  ensembles 
(children/youth).  Experience  required  for  this  var¬ 
ied,  quality  program.  Four-manual  Quimby,  excel¬ 
lent  acoustics.  Resume,  August  20,  to:  Michael 
Beattie,  Director  of  Music  Ministries,  First  UMC, 
7020  Cass,  Omaha,  NE  68 1 32.  (402)  5  56^262.  f 

MAINTENANCE  MANAGER  SKILLED  IN 

all  phases  of  camp  maintenance.  Benefits  in¬ 
clude  salary,  health  insurance,  vacation  and 
meals.  Position  open  immediately.  Contact: 
Mr,  Jan  Whitlcr,  Wesley  Woods  Conference 
Center,  200  Stam  St.,  Williams  Bay,  WI  53191, 

(414) 245-6631 

YOUTH/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Eddie 
Horn,  St.  Paul  UMC,  700  W.  8th  St.,  El  Dorado. 

AR  71730.  Phone  (501)  862-4242.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Subur¬ 
ban  church  in  Houston  invites  qualified  candi¬ 
dates  to  apply  for  the  position  of  Director  of 

Music  Ministries.  The  church  is  dynamic  and 
growing,  with  a  membership  of  1 800.  The  mu¬ 
sic  ministry  includes  two  adult  choirs;  youth 
choir,  three  children’s  choirs;  handbell  choir, 
and  coordination  of  liturgy  in  consultation  with 
the  Senior  Pastor,  as  principal  responsibilities 
of  the  music  ministries.  The  Director  will  select 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  WANTED  for  the 
Christian  ecumenical,  non-denominational 
Grand  Lake  Community  Chapel  in  beautiful 
northeast  lower  Michigan.  Preaching,  pastoral 
ministry  and  leadership  for  evangelism  are  priori¬ 
ties.  Parsonage.  Write:  Pastoral  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  Box  1 36,  Presque  Isle,  MI  49777. 

als.  Strong  keyboard  abilities,  in  addition  to 
good  directing/coordinating  skills  will  be  given 
special  consideration.  Candidates  should  sub¬ 
mit  resumc/supporting  material:  Chairperson 
of  the  Search  Committee,  Spring  Woods  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  90427,  Houston, 
TX  77290. 

FULUTIME  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR:  Hispan- 
ic/bilinguaJ  individual  with  excellent  organiza¬ 
tional  and  people  skills.  Responsibilities  include 
Hispanic  ministries,  Christian  education  and 
youth.  Compensation  based  on  experience.  Bene¬ 
fits  included.  Resume  to:  First  UMC,  106  E. 
Cleveland.  Beevillc,  TX  78102. 

Methodist  leaders  head  for  WCC 


"It  is  urgent  that  churches  stand  together  in 
places  around  the  world  where  Christians  exist  in 
various  denominational  groupings,  when  taken  as  a 
whole  they  are  tiny  minorities  of  the  population." 

— Joe  Hale 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

TENAFLY,  N.J.— Eighty-three 
years  since  the  rebirth  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement  at  the  World 
Missionary  Conference  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland,  Christianity  re¬ 
mains  far  from  unified. 

Yet  down  through  this  century 
Christians  have  striven  to  effect  Je¬ 
sus’  mandate  “that  all  may  be  one.” 

Some  500  believers  from  the  four 
comers  of  Christendom  will  travel  to 
Santiago  de  Compostela,  Spain,  Aug. 
3-14,  to  further  advance  church  unity. 

Take  stock 

Gathering  under  the  auspices  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  (FOC),  they 
will  take  stock  of  what  has  been 
achieved  through  ecumenical  dia¬ 
logue.  “Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and 
Witness,"  provides  Santiago’s  theme. 

In  order  to  reflect  on  the  future 
direction  and  priorities  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement,  participants 
will  have  to  identify  and  wrestle 
with  those  issues  that  still  bar  full 
communion  and  to  find  ways  to 
overcome  them. 

None  of  this  will  be  easy,  concedes 
the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wainwright,  Cush¬ 
man  Professor  of  Christian  Theology 
at  United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C. 


Dr.  Wainwright,  a  British  Meth¬ 
odist,  has  been  involved  with  Faith 
and  Order  for  29  years. 

The  theologian  credits  the 
churches  with  having  “accom¬ 
plished  a  good  deal  at  the  level  of 
dialogue”  in  the  past  30  years. 

A  major  part  of  this  achievement  is 
the  document  known  as  “Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry  (BEM).”  Dr. 
Wainwright  chaired  the  final  editing 
of  the  BEM  text  and  responses  to  it. 
He  said  he  believes  that  now  is  the 
time  to  work  on  reception  of  BEM, 
and  of  the  WCC’s  studies  on  apostolic 
faith  and  on  the  renewal  of  the  hu¬ 
man  community. 

Settling  required 

Real  ecumenism  will  only  arise 
when  these  dialogues  penetrate  the 
life  and  activities  of  the  churches, 
he  said.  Such  an  achievement  will 
also  require  “settling  doctrinal  mat¬ 
ters.  They  won’t  just  go  away.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  execu¬ 


tive  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  headquartered  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  agreed. 

“It  is  urgent  that  churches  stand 
together  in  their  confession  of  the 
faith  in  places  around  the  world 
where  Christians  exist  in  various 
denominational  groupings,  when 
taken  as  a  whole  they  are  tiny  mi¬ 
norities  of  the  population,”  said  Dr. 
Hale,  who  also  will  attend  the  Santi¬ 
ago  meeting. 

He  pointed  to  such  places  as  Indo¬ 
nesia,  Malaysia,  Nigeria,  Pakistan 
and  Sudan,  where  "Christians  need 
to  be  perceived  at  the  point  of  their 
oneness"  if  they  are  to  confess  their 
faith  effectively.  He  also  identified 
“grave  difficulties”  for  Palestinian 
Christians  in  Israel,  where  the  Israeli 
government  restricts  the  movements 
of  indigenous  Christians. 

Dr.  Hale  said  that  he  hopes  the 
WCC  at  Santiago  “will  lay  claim  to 
Faith  and  Order  as  central  to  its 
mission."  Because  the  WCC  is  itself 


Asians  note  Methodism  growing  rapidly 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Methodist  churches  are  experi¬ 
encing  rapid  growth  in  many  parts 
of  Asia,  and  evangelism  efforts  are 
meeting  spiritual  as  well  as  social 
needs,  church  leaders  concluded 
during  a  recent  conference  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Theological  College  in  Singa¬ 
pore. 

The  conference,  which  brought 
together  leaders  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  autonomous  Methodist 
churches,  was  sponsored  by  the 
mission  evangelism  office  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries. 

Conveners  were  the  Rev.  S.  T. 
Kimbrough  Jr.,  interim  executive 
secretary  of  mission  evangelism  for 
the  mission  agency,  and  Trinity’s 
dean,  the  Rev.  David  Wu,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary.  The  confer¬ 
ence  was  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
mission  evangelism  office. 

While  praising  the  multi-ethnic, 
multi-denominational  and  multi¬ 
lingual  aspects  of  evangelism  and 
mission  in  Asia  and  the  South  Pa¬ 
cific,  Dr.  Wu  lamented  that  para- 
church  groups — rather  than  official 


church  bodies — are  often  at  the 
forefront  of  Christian  work  in  the 
region,  especially  in  Singapore. 

He  hinted  that  the  brand  of  theol¬ 
ogy  and  Christian  faith  espoused  by 
such  groups  are  sometimes  ques¬ 
tionable.  With  many  names  for  God 
used  across  Asia,  Dr.  Wu  said 
Methodist-style  “evangelism  in 
Asia  must  pronounce  the  name  of 
Jesus  very  succinctly  and  clearly.” 

"Just  another  name  for  God  amid 
the  hosts  of  others  will  not  impress 
anyone.  This  is  why  we  must  pro¬ 
nounce  the  name  of  Jesus  very  dis¬ 
tinctly,"  Dr.  Wu  said. 


conclave 


a  “council  of  churches,"  Dr.  Hale  ' 
said  its  structures  must  reflect  the 
Faith  and  Order  constituency  lest  it 
become  “simply  another  organiza¬ 
tion  with  a  floating  agenda”  and  a 
message  . . .  “that  fails  to  connect.”  . 

The  Rev.  Robert  Nelson,  a  United 
Methodist  bioethicist  at  the  Texas  ■ 
Medical  Center  in  Houston,  also  will 
participate  in  the  Santiago  meeting. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Commis-  1 
sion  is  the  most  representative  of  all  j 
WCC  structures.  Dr.  Nelson  said,  ; 
but  its  very  diversity  has  made  uni-  ; 
ty  more  difficult. 

Many  church  leaders  are  “so  po-  1 
liticized  and  so  devoted  to  their  ; 
own  ideologies”  said  Dr.  Nelson,  ; 
that  he  has  seen  them  lose  sight,  : 
over  the  years,  of  the  Council’s  ' 
“mandate  for  visible  unity.” 

One  thing  of  which  Dr.  Nelson  is 
certain  is  that  United  Methodists 
are  sympathetic  to  the  purposes  of 
Christian  unity. 

“It’s  written  into  our  Constitu¬ 
tion,"  he  said,  referring  to  Article  V 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Constitution  which  mandates  ecu¬ 
menical  efforts. 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  will  cover  the  WCC  Faith  and 
Order  meeting  in  Spain  for  the  Re-  : 
porter. 


THE 
GREAT 
GATHERING 

Scarritt  and  National  Colleges 
Alumni/ae  Reunion 

Celebrating  100  Years 
of  Training  Laity 

September  17-19, 1993 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Alumni/ae  and  friends  are  invited! 

To  register  call  615/340-7587  or  write: 
Centennial  Celebration,  1008  19th  Ave.  S, 
Nashville,  TN  37212-2166 
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Book:  'Junk'  or  ’'sacred'? 


Movie  fuels  moral  debate,  ethicist  says 


By  PAT  COLE 

Baptist  Press 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  futuris¬ 
tic  depiction  of  biotechnology  in 
the  hit  movie  “Jurassic  Park”  has 
fueled  a  moral  debate  around  genet¬ 
ic  engineering,  according  to  a  Bap¬ 
tist  ethicist. 

“What  appears  to  be  a  real  bi¬ 
zarre  plot  in  the  movie  actually  has 
some  basis  in  what  scientists  are 
now  doing,”  said  Stanley  J.  Grenz, 
professor  of  ethics,  theology  and 
Baptist  heritage  at  Carey  Theologi¬ 
cal  College  in  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia. 

In  the  movie,  scientists  are  able 
to  recreate  dinosaurs  after  they  de¬ 
cipher  the  genetic  code  of  the  ex¬ 
tinct  reptiles.  A  small  bit  of  blood 
found  in  a  preserved  ancient  insect 
provides  movie  scientists  with  the 
dinosaurs’  genetic  structure. 

Scientists  have  been  theorizing 
for  some  time  that  extinct  species 
could  be  recreated  by  reconstruct¬ 
ing  their  genetic  structures,  said  Dr. 
Grenz,  who  recently  taught  biomed¬ 
ical  ethics  as  a  visiting  professor  at 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Yet  that  theory,  he  said,  is  but 
one  example  of  the  far-reaching 
technological  possibilities  of  genetic 
engineering. 

As  technology  advances,  the  ethi¬ 
cal  decisions  society  must  make  grow 
ever  more  complex.  Dr.  Grenz  said. 

“There  is  that  foundational  issue 
that  is  coming  to  the  fore:  If  we  can 
do  something,  should  we  do  it?  In 
the  past  that  wasn’t  a  major  prob¬ 
lem.  It  was  simply  assumed  that  the 
quest  for  knowledge  was  an  ulti¬ 
mate  good.” 

Genetic  remedies 

Baptists  aren’t  the  only  ones  con¬ 
sidering  this  issue. 

Similar  questions  and  concerns 
formed  the  basis  for  the  United 
Methodist  statement  on  genetic  sci¬ 
ence  adopted  by  the  1992  General 
Conference.  Now  contained  in  the 
denomination’s  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions,  the  statement — carefully 
crafted  by  a  study  committee  over 
three  years  of  work — outlines  the 
serious  ethical  issues  at  stake  for 


Scientists  have  been 
theorizing  for  some  time 
that  samples  of  extinct 
species  could  be 
resurrected. 


Christians  in  genetic  science  today. 

For  instance,  scientists  are  now 
working  on  ways  to  remedy  genetic 
defects  in  human  embryos,  Dr. 
Grenz,  the  Baptist  ethicist,  said.  He 
acknowledged  that  the  ability  to 
cure  certain  diseases  in  the  womb 
would  be  an  “incredible  advance.” 

However,  he  noted  some  scien¬ 
tists  are  speculating  that  genetic  re¬ 
search  might  uncover  genes  that 
predispose  people  to  violence,  crim¬ 
inal  activity  or  alcoholism. 

“Does  that  mean  we  will  begin  a 
pattern  of  altering  these  genes  of 
people  before  they  are  born  so  that 
we  will  eradicate  these  kinds  of 
traits?”  he  asked.  “Who  decides?” 

There  is  even  more  speculation  a 
gene  or  a  genetic  construction  might 
predispose  people  to  be  religious  or 
non-religious. 

“One  could  envision  a  situation 
in  which  society  determines  that  re¬ 
ligious  behavior  is  deviant  and  then 
employ  genetic  techniques  to  try  to 
eliminate  it,”  Dr.  Grenz  said. 

The  possibility  of  engineering  a 
“super  race”  might  lie  in  the  future, 
Dr.  Grenz  said,  adding  such  a  pros¬ 
pect  raises  questions  about  the 
meaning  of  freedom  and  autonomy 
for  human  beings. 

Dr.  Grenz  expressed  alarm  these 
scientifically-induced  ethical  ques¬ 
tions  are  being  thrust  on  society  at  a 
time  when  society  is  losing  its  tradi¬ 
tional  moral  consensus. 

Appeals  to  God 

On  the  positive  side,  however,  he 
emphasized  as  the  culture  shifts 
from  the  modem  era  to  the  post¬ 
modern  era  more  people  are  appeal¬ 
ing  to  God  in  their  quest  for  truth, 
Dr.  Grenz  said. 

“Twenty  years  ago  to  introduce 
God  into  discussions  about  the  im- 


One  of  "Jurassic  Park's"  few  enchanting  moments  comes  when  Dr. 
Alan  Grant,  played  by  Sam  Neill  (center),  and  two  children  make 
friends  with  a  friendly  Brachiosaurus.  Their  delight  becomes  terror 
later,  however,  as  they  are  relentlessly  pursued  by  other  carnivo¬ 
rous  dinosaurs.  That  paradox  illustrates  the  ethical  dilemmas  of  ge¬ 
netic  experimentation,  contends  a  Baptist  ethicist  (see 
accompanying  story  at  left). 


plications  of  scientific  discovery 
meant  to  be  laughed  off  the  stage. 
Today  it  must  be  taken  seriously.” 
How  do  Christians  respond  to  the 
tough  ethical  questions  posed  by 
advancing  technology? 

“It’s  difficult  for  us  to  say  “This  is 
the  line  we  dare  not  cross,’  ”  Dr. 
Grenz  said.  “It  isn’t  that  simple.  It 
isn’t  black  or  white.” 

Christians,  Dr.  Grenz  said,  must 
always  ask  themselves  what  their 
faith  means  in  the  specific  situa¬ 


tions  they  face. 

“We  have  to  keep  in  mind  that 
God  has  called  us  to  participate 
with  him  in  God’s  program  for  his¬ 
tory,”  he  said. 

“The  fundamental  questions  we 
must  ask  are:  What  is  God’s  pro¬ 
gram?  Where  is  God  seeking  to  take 
us?  What  is  God  seeking  to  do? 
Once  we  begin  to  answer  those 
questions,  we  ask  what  means  has 
God  placed  at  our  disposal  to  be¬ 
come  involved  in  the  process.”  1 


UM  educators  hear  that  colleges  must  change 


" Ordinarily  Sacred"  by  Lynda 
Sexson,  (The  University  Press  of  Vir¬ 
ginia)  134  pages. 

By  BLAINE  TAYLOR 

“Ordinarily  Sacred”  is  a  wild  and 
wonderful  book. 

It  is  wild  because  it  looks  into 
strange  and  mysterious  places  to  find 
spiritual  wisdom,  and  wonderful  be¬ 
cause  it  is  original  enough  to  chal¬ 
lenge  many  of  our  presuppositions. 

“Ordinarily  Sacred,”  more  clear¬ 
ly  than  any  other  book  I  know, 
demonstrates  the  unique  contribu¬ 
tion  women  have  brought  to  theo¬ 
logical  dialogue.  It’s  alive  with 
experiences  and  ideas  that  will  sur¬ 
prise  most  men.  The  author,  Lynda 
Sexson,  associate  professor  of  hu¬ 
manities  at  Montana  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  wrote  this  book  in  1982.  It 
didn’t  get  the  attention  it  deserved. 

In  this  new  edition  it  should  be 
on  its  way  to  becoming  a  classic. 

With  many  powerful  illustrations, 
she  demonstrates  how  much  is  lost 
when  one  separates  what  is  consid¬ 
ered  sacred  from  that  considered  sec¬ 
ular.  She  shows  that  the  “junk”  that  is 
precious  to  children — and  to  adults — 
is  precisely  the  “stuff  of  the  sacred.” 

Sacred  objects  differ 

Your  sacred  objects  might  not  be 
the  same  as  hers,  but  her  many  ex¬ 
amples  will  stimulate  your  memory 
and  your  own  spirituality.  It  will 
not  be  long  before  you  grant  her 
point  and  agree  that  all  of  creation 
has  aspects  of  the  sacred. 

Most  of  us  have  carefully  defined 
religious  experience  in  terms  of  in¬ 
stitutions,  theology,  doctrine  and 
dogma.  Yet  true  spiritual  experi¬ 
ence  rarely  comes  in  this  context. 
Spiritual  life  cannot  be  contained  in 
neatly  formulated  tradition.  In¬ 
stead,  the  spiritual  shape  of  our 
lives  is  formed  by  human  experi¬ 
ence,  precious  memories,  and  cre¬ 
ative  dreams. 

Ms.  Sexson  defines  religion  as  “the 
desire  for  depth.  It  is  the  experience 
or  expression  of  the  world  imagined. 
Religion  is  not  in  the  sentimental, 
nor  in  the  monumental;  yet  these  two 
always  attach  themselves  to  the  reli¬ 
gious.  The  one  reduces  the  religious 
impulse  to  the  manageable,  the  sec¬ 
ond  puffs  it,  seals  it,  codifies  it.  In 
both  instances  the  religious  impera¬ 
tive — the  depth  metaphor — is  di¬ 
minished  or  erased.” 

This  book  is  important  because  it 
precisely  defines  one  of  the  unique 
contributions  women  make  to  the 
theological  dialogue.  Some  women 
have  the  ability  to  rescue  us  from 
the  sentimental  macho  fantasies 
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and  the  masculine  institutional  im¬ 
ages  of  autllprity  that  tightly  bind 
the  human  soul. 

Power  of  the  ordinary 

The  author  .shows  how  the  most 
ordinary  of  objects  has  sacred  pow¬ 
er.  She  tells  of  the  haunting  image 
of  an  old  pictqre  postcard,  “a  pho¬ 
tograph  of  a  sand  sculpture  (on  an 
ocean  beach),  a  reclining  Madonna 
with  her  child  in  her  arms,  serenely 
awaiting  the  incoming  tide.”  She  re¬ 
alizes  that  mojher  and  child  are 
“waiting  to  dissolve  in  a  tide  that 
had  occurred  and  washed  them 
away  long  before  I  was  bom”  but 
that  image  captures  “the  transitory 
shapes  of  our  etelmal  desires.” 

Ms.  Sexson  illuminates  incredible 
revelations  that  are  all  around  us, 
for  those  with  e  es  to  see  and  ears 
to  hear.  God  can:  lot  be  contained  in 
authorized,  neatl  /  labeled  vessels  of 
the  spiritual.  Not  many  theologians 
know  so  clearly  tl  at  “there  has  been 
a  disengagement  from  traditional 
religious  texts,  an  emerging  era  of 
the  postliterate  or  nonlinear  cul¬ 
ture.” 

Ms.  Sexson  also  shows  us  con¬ 
temporary  possibilities  for  the  sa¬ 
cred  text. 

With  extraordinary,  deeply  mov¬ 
ing  stories  she  leads  us  to  sacred 
places,  newly  powerful  holy  words, 
and  new  ways  to  move  memory  and 
imagination  closer  together. 

From  Meister  Eckhart  to  James 
Joyce,  from  the  music  of  primitive 
peoples  to  the  legends  of  the  east, 
from  folk  culture  to  contemporary 
art,  she  shows  how  “sacred  history 
informed  the  people  of  the  book” 
and  how  many  things  we  imagine  to 
be  secular  are  in  reality  sacred.  She 
proves  how  essential  memory  is  to 
faith  and  how  vital  humor  and 
dreams  can  be. 

As  is  often  true  in  any  work  of  ge¬ 
nius,  the  strand  of  argument  is  not 
nearly  as  important  as  the  over¬ 
whelming  impact  of  the  shared  sto¬ 
ries. 

“Ordinarily  Sacred,”  without 
much  self-conscious  effort,  demon¬ 
strates  the  poverty  of  institutional 
religion  and  contemporary  theol¬ 
ogy.  Without  any  negative  focus  or, 
indeed,  any  attack  at  all,  this  book 
presents  positive  models  or  revela¬ 
tion  that  are  so  powerful  that  con¬ 
ventional  religious  activity  seems 
diminished  in  comparison. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Centerville,  Mass., 
frequently  reviews  books  for  the 
Reporter. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — The  role  of  faculty 
at  U.S.  colleges  and  universities  has 
not  changed  drastically  since  World 
War  II,  but  transformation  is  needed 
if  schools  are  to  survive  in  today’s 
advancing  society,  a  professor,  au¬ 
thor  and  advocate  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  said  in  Nashville  recently. 

Jon  F.  Wergin,  senior  associate  of 
the  American  Association  of  Higher 
Education,  was  one  of  five  plenary 
speakers  for  a  Institute  for  Higher 
Education  that  examined  the  role  of 
college  faculty. 


More  than  130  faculty  members 
and  administrators  from  United 
Methodist-related  schools  in  the 
United  States  attended  the  gathering, 
along  with  representatives  from  three 
educational  institutes  in  Brazil. 

Because  people  today  are  increas¬ 
ingly  skeptical  about  the  value  of 
higher  education,  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  must  adjust  to  rapidly 
changing  technology,  increasing  en¬ 
rollment  of  minority  and  non-tradi- 
tional  students,  and  growing  budget 
restraints,  Mr.  Wergin  said. 

To  keep  up  with  changes  in  soci¬ 


ety,  educators  must  “break  out  of 
the  traditional  ways  and  revolution¬ 
ize  teaching  and  learning,”  he  said. 

'Serious  gap' 

Mr.  Wergin  said  the  average  col¬ 
lege  faculty  member  is  older  than 
50,  indicating  a  serious  generation 
gap  between  students  and  their  in¬ 
structors. 

He  noted  that  between  1993  and 
2010,  more  than  300,000  new  facul¬ 
ty  members  will  be  hired  to  replace 
those  retiring. 

To  improve  the  effectiveness  of 
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Christian  drama  festival  a  first  in  Estonia 

PARNU,  Estonia — Professionals  and  amateurs  perform  in  Estonia's  first  Christian  drama  festival 
sponsored  in  May  by  the  United  Methodist  Agape  Center  and  the  Estonian  Bible  Society.  The 
two-day  event  drew  about  130  participants  from  Estonia,  Finland,  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark, 
Germany,  England,  Holland,  France,  Hungary  and  the  U.S.  The  Rev.  Ullas  Tankler,  pastor  of  the 
Parnu  congregation,  said  that  in  addition  to  the  open-air  performances  the  festival  featured 
workshops  on  drama,  liturgical  dance,  mime  and  other  worship  arts.  "The  Christian  message 
was  proclaimed  in  Estonia  in  a  new  and  exciting  way,  attracting  many  who  were  hesitating  to  go 
to  church,"  Mr.  Tankler  said.  The  next  festival  is  scheduled  for  1995. 


faculty,  Mr.  Wergin  suggested: 

✓  re-emphasizing  the  importance 
of  professors  who  teach,  as  well  as 
those  who  research  and  write; 

/  re-defining  teaching  roles  to  in¬ 
clude  mentoring  and  advising; 

S  re-structuring  curricula  to 
state-of-the-art  technologies  and 
teaching  methods. 

Mr.  Wergin  also  called  for 
changes  in  flawed  "reward  systems" 
for  faculty,  because  “men  still  make 
more  money  than  women,  and  re¬ 
searchers  have  higher  salaries  than 
teachers.” 

Conference 
reviews  AIDS 
response 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Twenty-six  United  Methodist 
leaders  and  medical  people  repre¬ 
senting  the  church’s  Western  Ango¬ 
la,  Mozambique  and  Zimbabwe 
annual  (regional)  conferences  and 
six  from  the  United  States  met  re¬ 
cently  in  Zimbabwe  to  consider  the 
church’s  obligations  related  to  HIV 
and  AIDS. 

The  World  Health  Organization 
estimates  that  by  the  year  2000, 
about  10  million  Africans  will  have 
died  and  another  10  million  will 
have  been  orphaned  by  the  disease. 

Those  statistics  were  incorporat¬ 
ed  into  a  three-page  document  pro¬ 
duced  by  those  who  met  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe. 

Their  goal  was  to  give  pastoral 
tools  to  medical  people  and  physio¬ 
logical  tools  to  church  people,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
Carnahan,  an  executive  secretary  of 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Participants  from  Western  Ango¬ 
la  conference  planned  to  develop  an 
educational  program  to  prevent 
continued  spread  of  HIV  and  AIDS. 

Planners  from  Mozambique  are 
targeting  all  church  members  with 
an  educational  program  on  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Poems  of  the  week 

THE  SACRED  BOOK 

PRAYER  #3 

Write  the  words 

May  my  words 

Of  his  history, 

Unfold  my  heart 

His  teaching, 

Like  the  opening 

His  life, 

Of  the  reddest  rose. 

Within  the  pages 

The  revealing 

Of  your  heart 

Slow  but  deliberate, 

Where  they  can  rest  enshrined 

A  prayer  both  beautiful 

And  at  your  fingertips 

And  majestic 

To  be  opened  at  need 

With  no  petition 

To  strengthen  against  temptation. 

Except  that  my  love 

To  comfort  in  sorrow, 

Rise  on  the  freshening  wind 

To  mediate'on  each  morrow, 

And  be  heard. 

To  be  a  living  prayer 

— K.  S.  HARDY 

For  you  and  all  that  know  you. 

— K.  S.  HARDY 

Praising  hymn  penned 
by  Scottish  preacher 


Immortal,  invisible,  God  only  wise, 
In  light  inaccessible  hid  from  our 
eyes. 

Most  blessed,  most  glorious,  the 
Ancient  of  Days, 

Almighty,  victorious,  thy  great 
name  we  praise. 

By  WILLIAM).  REYNOLDS 

The  apostle  Paul,  writing  to 
young  Timothy,  said,  “Now  unto 
the  King  eternal,  immortal,  invisi¬ 
ble,  the  only  wise  God,  be  honor 
and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen” 
(I  Tim.  1:17). 

Based  on  this  scripture,  the  hymn 
was  written  in  1867  by  Walter  Chal¬ 
mers  Smith,  a  Scottish  preacher. 
Ordained  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Free  Church  of  Scotland,  Smith 
pastored  a  church  in  London,  then 
preached  for  almost  40  years  in  Ed¬ 
inburgh. 

The  overarching  figure  of  speech 
in  the  hymn  is  “light”  —  silent  light 
that  reveals  and  illumines  objects  it 
strikes,  but  at  the  same  time  keeps 
its  source  hidden. 

God  is  referred  to  in  stanza  one 
as  “Ancient  of  Days,"  a  term  found 
in  Daniel  7:9,  the  only  such  refer¬ 
ence  in  the  Bible. 

The  second  stanza  refers  to  God’s 
patience  and  long  suffering,  likens 
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his  justice  to  “high-soaring  moun¬ 
tains”  and  credits  his  goodness  and 
love  as  coming  from  the  “fountains 
of  clouds." 

God  is  referred  to  as  “giver  of 
life"  in  stanza  3;  and  the  truth  is  ex¬ 
pressed  that  while  we  “blossom  and 
flourish  as  leaves  on  the  tree,”  God 
changes  not. 

Smith,  in  the  final  stanza,  praises 
God  as  “Father  of  glory”  and  “Fa¬ 
ther  of  light"  and  concludes  with 
the  prayer  that  we  may  see  that 
“only  the  splendor  of  light”  hides 
him  from  us. 

Since  1906,  the  hymn  has  been 
sung  almost  exclusively  to  a  Welsh 
folk  tune  known  in  Wales  for  at 
least  a  century.  Gustav  Holst  adapt¬ 
ed  the  tune  to  Smith’s  hymn  in  The 
English  Hymnal,  published  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1906.  He  named  the  tune 
“St.  Denio." 

This  is  a  hymn  with  both  a  sturdy 
tune  and  text  that  can  bring  great 
joy  to  a  congregation  that  sings 
heartily  its  message  of  praise. 


NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 
"Be  Thou  My  Vision" 


) 
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Legacies 

A  Quarterly  Publication  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 


From  the 
Director 


I  have  never  senlously  doubted 
my  call  to  the  minist  y.  My  love  for 
the  United  Method  st  Church  has 
always  been  strong  and  abiding. 

The  older  I  get  »,he  more  I’m 
convinced  that  the  local  church  is 
where  were  need  to  continue  to  put 
our  focused  attenti<  n. 

I  feel  so  privileged  to  be  serving 
in  a  ministry  that  a  p  combine  my  love  of  being  a  pastor  and  my  need  to  put 
emphasis  on  stewa  dship  of  current  and  accumulated  resources. 

There  are  so  many  ways  we  can  be  of  help  to  our  local  churches  and 
conference  institutions.  Local  churches  have  turned  to  the  Foundation  for 
help  in  managing  and  investing  their  funds  as  well  as  help  with  budget  or 
capital  fund  drives.  Individuals  have  used  the  Foundation  services  to  set  up 
endowments  or  outright  gifts.  The  Foundation  is  an  agency  of  the  church  and 
we  are  here  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  members  of  the  conference. 

Ask  someone  who  has  worked  with  the  Foundation’s  ministry  and  they 
will  be  happy  to  tell  you  the  benefits  of  working  with  the  Foundation.  The 
object  and  purpose  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  as  stated 
in  our  Articles  of  Incorporation  is:  “...to  receive  gifts,  legacies,  and  bequests 
and  to  administer  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  Annual  Conference  agencies, 
institutions,  local  churches  and  causes  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Louisiana;  and  to  carry  on  an  effective  program  of  encouraging  Methodist 
people  in  Louisiana  to  be  good  stewards  of  their  present  and  future 
resources.”  We  are  set  up  to  handle  financial  matters  which  may  be  more 
difficult  for  the  local  church  to  handle  thus  freeing  the  members  of  the  church 
to  other  activities. 

The  Foundation  offers  churches  and  individuals  a  resource  to  help  in 
practicing  good  stewardship.  We  enjoy  setting  up  a  gift  for  a  local  church  or 
agency.  We  are  proud  and  happy  that  we  are  able  to  invest  church  funds  and 
return  a  higher  rate  of  income  than  can  be  earned  at  the  local  bank.  If  your 
church  or  agency  has  not  had  the  opportunity  to  work  with  the  Foundation, 
please  call  or  write  us,  we  would  love  to  hear  from  you. 

Grace  and  peace, 

/  (js+s+jJUu  A-  - 


Foundation  makes  grants  for  ’93 


The  Board  of  Directors  for  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  approved  grants  to  eight 
organizations  at  their  annual  meeting 
on  April  2,  1993.  The  grants,  which 
total  $36,500.00,  go  to  the  following 
organizations  and  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church: 

1)  Friends  of  Families  -  A 
cooperative  ministry  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  Area  Churches  providing 
volunteer  support  to  homeless 
families.  Trained  volunteers  provide 
assistance  to  families  encouraging 
them  to  locate  housing,  job  training, 
and  permanent  employment.  Friends 
of  Families  seeks  to  enable  homeless 
and  low-income  families  to  become 
self-supportive  and  independent. 

2)  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  -  This 
ministry  reaches  out  to  the  poor  and 
most  hispanic  population  of  the  El 
Paso,  Texas  area  and  provides  them 
with  a  high  school  education  and  hope 
for  the  future.  This  agency  is  located 
within  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
and  is  supported  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

3)  Mount  Sequoyah  -  The  mission 
of  Mount  Sequoyah  is  to  enable 
persons  to  find  fullness  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  to  provide  opportunities  for  these 
persons  to  experience  training, 
inspiration  and  worship  to  the  end  that 
they  may  better  serve  God  in  the 
church  and  the  world.  This  is  a 
ministry  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  It  is  located  in 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

4)  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
Inc.-  The  RMHB  is  an  agency  of  the 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference  which 
provides  homes  for  retired  ministers. 

5)  Peoples  United  Methodist 
Community  Center-  Located  in  New 
Orleans,  this  center  provides  services 
in  the  areas  of  early  childhood 
development  and  tutorial  services. 
Peoples  hopes  to  expand  its  scope  to 
reach  out  to  other  areas  of  the 
community  such  as  youth,  teenage 
parents  and  older  adults. 

6)  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  United  Methodist  Women  - 
Migrant  Children's  Mission  -  The 
UMW  of  Memorial  have  established  a 
mission  in  Quachita  Parish  to  provide 
dental  care  for  the  children  of  Migrant 
Farm  Workers. 

7)  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  -  The  chief  purpose  of  the 
Interfaith  Conference  is  to  provide  the 
vision  and  leadership  to  the  member 
churches. 

8)  The  Religious  Ecumenical 
Access  Channel  -  REACH  is  a 
ecumenical  non-profit  service 
organization  dedicated  to  helping 
congregations  produce  educational 
materials  (primarily  video)  about  their 
particular  missions.  There  services  are 
available  to  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  the  New  Orleans  Area. 

In  addition  to  the  grants  listed  above 
the  Foundation  as  made  a  pledge  to  the 
Conference  Center  from  the  Stafford 
Trust  of  $1,000,000.  Grants  are  made 
on  an  annual  basis  by  the  Foundation. 
For  more  information  -  guidelines  and 
grant  applications  call  or  write  Stacie 
Schneider,  Administrative  Assistant  in 
the  Foundation  Office  at 
(504)346-1535. 


Fellowship  Happy  With 
Short  Term 

Fellowship  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bossier  City  recently  broke 
ground  on  their  new  building  project 
One  of  their  first  steps  to  prepare  for 
building  was  raising  and  investing 
funds.  They  chose  the  Foundation  to 
invest  their  funds.  We  sat  down  with 
their  minister,  Rev.  Greg  Davis  and 
asked  him  why  Fellowship  chose  the 
Foundation.  He  stated  that  Fellowship 
was  impressed  by  a  number  of  factors 
including:  much  higher  rates  of  interest 
that  could  be  earned  at  a  local  bank, 
easy  access  to  funds,  and  the 
professional  manner  in  which  the 
Foundation  operates. 

Security  was  important  to  their 
church  as  well  as  many  others. 
Fellowship  invested  their  funds  in  the 
short-term  pool  fund.  This  fund  is 
invested  in  government  insured 
investments.  All  investments  of  the 
Foundation  are  monitored  by  the 
Investment  Committee. 

Rev.  Davis  and  his  congregation 
were  happy  with  their  association  with 
the  Foundation  and  have  withdrawn 
their  funds  to  begin  their  building 
project.  They  earned  approximately 
$11,000  in  interest  during  a  fourteen 
month  period  on  a  average  balance  of 
$166,000. 

There  are  several  questions  which 
are  asked  concerning  this  fund.  Here 
are  some  of  the  most  asked  questions 


Trustees  Hold  Annual  Meeting 

The  Board  of  Trustees  held  their  annual  meeting  on  April  2, 1993  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria.  The  officers  and  trustees  elected  to  serve  the 
Foundation  for  1 993  - 1 994  are:  rr„ 

Marcus  Wren,  President;  Bridger  Eglin,  Vice  President,  Arthur  "Bert"  Faulk, 
Treasurer;  Nina  Nichols  Pugh,  Secretary;  Irwin  Felps,  Appropriations;  Mat 
Kawasaki,  Budget;  and  Vera  Packer,  Promotions 

Terms  to  Expire  1994:  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  Mrs.  Fran  Davis,  Mr.  Bridger  Eglin, 
Mr.  CA.  “Hap"  Martin,  Dr.  Thomas  Matheny,  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Mr.  George 
Nelson,  Sr.,  Mr.  Jack  Paris,  Mr.  Scott  Petty,  Mr.  John  Porter,  Mr.  Shelby  Smith,  Mr. 
Charles  Teamer,  Mr.  Richard  Tumley,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson. 

Terms  to  Expire  1995:  Mrs.  Patsy  Barnes,  Rev.  William  L  Eubanks,  Mr.  Arthur 
E.  Faulk,  m,  Mr.  J.  Luther  Jordan,  Jr.,  Judge  William  F.  Kline,  Jr.,  Mr.  Ed  Kneipp, 
Mr.  Walter  G.  Middlebrooks,  Dr.  Rogers  Newman,  Mr.  John  Peak,  Dr.  Ron  Pryer, 
Mrs.  Nina  Nichols  Pugh,  Mr.  John  Tyner,  Mr.  Andrew  Wier,  Mr.  Marcus  Wren. 

Terms  to  Expire  1996:  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  Mrs.  Marian 
Eggerton,  Dr.  John  Fellers,  Mr.  Irwin  Felps,  Mr.  Wayne  Gilmore,  Mr.  Haynes 
Harkey,  Jr.,  Mr.  Thomas  Harrell,  Mr.  Leroy  Harvey,  Jr.,  Mr.  G.W.  James,  Jr.,  Mr. 
Mat  Kawasaki,  Rev.  Isiah  M.  Lee,  Jr.,  Mr.  Frank  McArthur,  Mr.  Ray  McIntosh,  Mr. 
Leslie  McKenzie,  Mrs.  Vera  Packer,  Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  Mr.  Paul  White. 

Ex  Officio:  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Mr.  Welton  Brumfield,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway, 
Mr.  O.  Fred  Loy,  Mr.  Phillip  Preis,  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  and  Honorary:  Mr.  Max 
Pace 

The  meeting  concluded  with  a  visit  to  the  Conference  Center  site  in  Woodworth 
and  was  followed  by  a  dinner. 

Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  Invests 

The  Foundation  is  proud  to  announce  that  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  has  opened  an  investment 
account.  The  Hospital  has  invested  $1  million  in  the  Foundation's 
long-term  fund. 

The  long-term  fund  is  invested  thirty  to  forty  percent  in  securities, 
with  the  remaining  assets  invested  in  Government  Treasuries  and 
Agencies.  The  portfolio  represents  commingled  funds  from  local 
churches  and  agencies  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  The 
assets  are  balanced  for  growth  and  return,  and  the  portfolio  as  two 
components  of  return.  The  first  component  is  income,  which  is  cash 
income  earned  by  the  investments.  The  second  component  is  growth, 
which  is  represented  in  a  gain  or  loss  on  the  market  value  of  the 
investment  over  the  cost  value. 

Premier  Bank  in  Baton  Rouge  is  the  financial  institution  which 
handles  this  fund  for  the  Foundation.  In  1992  this  fund  returned  a 
total  rate  of  8%  which  was  better  than  Standard  and  Poor's  500 
average  return  of  7.6%.  The  graphs  located  to  the  right  of  this  article 
show  the  following:  1 )  the  investment  performance  of  the  Foundation 
over  the  last  eight  years  and  2)  the  growth  of  $100,000  invested  with 
the  Foundation  over  that  eight  year  period. 

We  look  forward  to  and  long  and  happy  relationship  with 
Methodist  Hospital.  We  are  delighted  that  they  have  shown  such 
confidence  in  our  Foundation.  If  we  can  be  of  service  to  your  church 
or  organization  please  let  us  know. 


Foundation  Hires  Fund  Administrator 


UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 

LONG  TERM  ACCOUNT 

INVESTMENT  PERFORMANCE  -  TOTAL  RETURNS 


YEAR 


PERCENT  RETURN 


1985 

24.2 

1986 

15.1 

1987 

3.6 

1988 

9.5 

1989 

20.0 

1990 

5.9 

1991 

16.8 

1992 

8.0 

8  YEAR:  12.7% 

5  YEAR:  11.9% 

3  YEAR:  10.1% 

UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 

LONG  TERM  ACCOUNT 
GROWTH  OF  $100,000  INVESTED  12/31/1 9S4 


300,000 


and  the  answers: 

Q.  How  easy  Is  It  to  make  additional 
deposits. 

All  the  church  needs  to  do  once  the 
account  is  established  is  send  in  their 
check  made  out  to  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  Please  put 
your  fund  number  on  the  check. 

Q.  How  hard  would  It  be  to 
withdraw  money? 

If  you  think  of  this  program  as  a 
bank-by-mail  account  ittakes  no  longer 
than  the  mail  to  send  money.  However, 
for  your  safety  as  well  as  ours  there  are 
stipulations.  We  must  receive  a  signed 
copy  of  the  request  to  withdraw  money. 
And  if  your  withdrawal  is  for  an 
amount  over  $10,000,  we  would  like  to 
have  at  least  thirty  days  notice.  It  is 
important  for  us  to  plan  ahead  for  our 
cash  needs  so  that  we  can  keep  the 
money  at  work  for  our  investors.  Due 
to  the  wonderful  electronic  age,  you  are 
able  to  fax  your  request  to  us  and  we 
can  wire  the  money  to  you  for  the  cost 
of  the  wire  transfer  fee. 

Q.  Is  there  a  time  limit  or  a  penalty 
attached  to  this  account? 

There  are  no  time  limits  or  penalties 
involved  with  investing  with 
Foundation.  Investing  in  the 
short-term  fund  of  the  Foundation  is 
like  have  a  regular  savings  account  at 
your  local  bank. 

We  hope  if  you  have  any  additional 
questions  or  would  like  to  invest  your 
church  funds  with  the  Foundation  you 
will  call  or  write  us. 


Foresight  makes  gifts  happen 


Mrs.  Martha  Diehl  joined  the  Foundation  staff  in  March.  Martha's  primary 
responsibility  is  overseeing  the  fund  accounting.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  and  a  former  member  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church.  Martha  is  married  to  Mr.  Charles  Diehl,  who  is  employed 
by  Dow  Chemical.  Martha  and  Charlie  have  two  children,  Rosemary  age  9  and 
David  age  6.  Welcome  aboard  Martha!!! 


What  will  happen  to  your  estate  when 
you  leave  this  earth?  I’m  sure  this 
question  has  crossed  your  mind  and  you 
may  already  have  an  estate  plan  and  or 
a  will.  Instead  of  talking  about  you  and 
your  estate,  we  would  like  to  tell  you 
about  the  Methodists  who  were 
instrumental  in  making  the  Foundation 
self-sufficient.  They  believed  that  their 
money  was  best  left  to  the  Foundation 
because  it  would  be  put  to  use  to  help  the 
causes  of  Methodism  now  and  in  the 
future. 


The  Foundation  has  approximately 
$7.5  million  in  endowment  funds. 
These  funds  were  left  or  given  to  the 
Foundation  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  the  Foundation  or  to  be  used 
for  making  grants.  Because  of  the 
foresight  of  generous  Methodist  men  and 
women  the  your  Foundation  is  able  to 
operate  without  the  financial  support  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
Furthermore,  your  Foundation  has 
more  income  per  year  which  is  allotted 
to  grant  than  other  Methodist 
Foundations  of  the  same  size. 


Mr.  Jesse  Stafford  of  Hammond  had 
both  the  foresight  and  the 
generosity  to  leave  the  Foundation  a 
multi-million  dollar  trust  which  will 
provide  both  operating  funds  and  grant 
money.  The  $1  million  pledge  made  by 
the  Foundation  to  the  Conference  Center 
is  based  on  the  income  from  Mr. 
Stafford’s  gift.  Tinye  Ragan,  Elizabeth 
Breiter,  and  Elizabeth  Archibald,  all  left 
a  part  of  their  estate  in  order  to  make 
money  available  to  United  Methodist 
Ministries  in  the  Conference.  The 
Foundation’s  Memorial  Fund  contains 
all  gifts  and  memorials.  The  principal  is 
invested  and  the  income  is  used  to  make 
grants.  These  funds  are  responsible  for 
the  $36,500  in  grant  money  which  was 
made  in  1993. 


We  are  thankful  for  those  who  have 
given  in  the  past  to  and  through  the 
Foundation.  If  you  are  interested  in 
making  a  gift  to  the  Foundation  or 
another  United  Methodist  Ministry,  it  is 
our  sincere  hope  that  you  will  contact  us 
and  allow  us  to  help  you. 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(504)346-1535 

I  am  interested  in  receiving,  without  obligation,  Information  on: 


_ Gift  Annuity 

_ Giving  through  Life  Insurance 

_ Managing  Church  Funds 


_ Wills 

_ Giving  Real  Estate 

_ Memorial  Gifts 

_ Giving  Securities 

Assistance  with:  _ Budget  or  Capital  Fund  Campaign 

_ Wills,  Estate  Planning  and  Financial  Management  Seminars 

_ Setting  up  a  Permanent  Endowment  Fund  Committee 

_ Planned  Giving  Handbook 


Name _ 

Address_ 

City _ 

Phone _ 

EChurch _ 


State 


Zip 


mmm 


12/84'  12/85  12/86  12/87  12/88  12/89  12/90  12/91  12/92 

Date 


Legacies,  a  special  page  to  the  Reporter  provided  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  is  available  to  individuals  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  information  provided  in  this 
publication  in  not  intended  to  be  legal  advice  on  specific  issues.  Always  consul 
your  attorney  when  considering  these  and  other  matters.  For  your  copy  of  this 
page.  Write  the  Foundation  today  at:  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  70802-5720  or  call  (504)346-1535. 


Executive  Director 
Administrative  Assistant 
Fund  Administrator 


Kenneth  R.  Reed 
Stacie  R.  Schneider 
Martha  C.  Diehl 
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Thanks 
for  response 
after  hurricane 


Sarah  Schoeffler 
Louisiana  Coordinator 
Hurricane  Andrew  Relief 
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Reflecting  b  p...  1 1 1  months  since  the  devastating  winds  of 

Hurricane  Andu  cross  South  Louisiana,  I  can’t  help  but  put 

the  thousands  of  .•>  as  my  most  cherished  memories. 

Christ  called  us  to  .  the  salt  of  the  earth.  Salt  makes  a  difference.  It 
does  not  go  unnoticed.  One  knows  if  it  is  applied  to  an  open  wound  or 
used  in  the  flavoring  of  food.  As  Christians  in  disaster,  your  presence 
reflected  Christ’s  call  to  be  salt.  You  certainly  made  a  difference.  So 
many  of  you  were  there  as  our  response  began,  cutting  up  fallen  trees, 
clearing  homesites  of  debris,  putting  plastic  sheathing  over  gaping 
holes  in  roofs,  distributing  food,  clothing,  ice  to  those  in  need. 

Christ  called  us  to  be  light  to  the  world.  Your  very  presence  as  the 
Body  of  Christ  shone  before  all  those  you  came  in  contact  with.  How 
many  times  did  I  hear  from  those  you  helped  who  said,  “I  can’t  believe 
strangers  would  come  and  care  for  us.”  Or  they  said,  “Praise  the  Lord 
for  all  your  help.”  Your  witness  to  the  love  and  compassion  of  Christ  is 
felt  by  all  ministered  to.  “Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  in  heaven.” 

May  your  lives  be  blessed  as  you  have  blessed  so  many.  May  your 
hearts  be  moved  to  answer  a  continuing  call  to  go  out  to  the  many  in 
need  as  salt  and  light  to  the  world. 

Thank  you  Louisiana  Conference.  My  life  has  been  blessed.  I'm 
thankful  for  being  a  part  of  a  church  whose  true  mission  is  rooted  in 
serving  and  caring  for  others  through  the  presence  of  Christ. 

In  Christ’s  peace  and  joy. 


Summer:  Time  for  missions,  fun 


Members  of  Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson,  are  pictured  above  as  they  re¬ 
cently  traveled  to  Red  Bird  Mission  in  Beverly,  Ky.  They  painted  a 
mountain  chapel  and  did  other  volunteer  work.  FROM  LEFT,  are 
Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs,  pastor,  Jobell  Barnett,  Sylvia  Lea,  Rena  King, 
Lawrence  King,  (uanita  Cowart,  Bill  Harris,  Rosemary  Ydarraga,  fer¬ 
ry  Harris,  Elouise  Jones,  Ramon  Ydarraga  and  Clara  Golden.  Others 
on  the  trip  were  Linda  and  Bob  Morrison,  Jessica  Schneider  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  Kelly.  They  took  a  trailer  full  of  donated  clothing  to  the  mis¬ 
sion. 


Youths  participating  in  the  "Thirty-five  Days  of  Summer"  program 
are  pictured  as  they  enjoy  the  roof-top  swimming  pool  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport,  where  they  swim  one  day  each  week.  Cooperat¬ 
ing  in  the  summer  mission  project  of  providing  recreational  and  en¬ 
richment  activities  for  35-40  youths  are  Broadmoor  and  St.  Paul's 
UMC  in  the  city. 


The  Rev.  Rob  Weber,  pastor  of  Grace  Community  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  Ellen  Trice,  a  member  of  Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  above  are  working  as  part  of  the  Louisiana  Gleaning  Network. 
Participants  salvage  crops  left  in  the  fields  after  harvest.  The  food  is 
distributed  to  hungry  persons  through  food  banks,  soup  kitchens 
and  other  agencies.  Volunteers  from  many  areas  are  working  this 
summer  in  MerRouge,  Bastrop,  Monroe  and  Shreveport.  Last  year  in 
Louisiana  over  15,000  pounds  of  produce  were  harvested,  Kristin 
Mikeal,  state  coordinator,  reports. 


Louisiana  Methodists  arrive  in  Russia 
to  aid  Ekaterinburg  church  and  school 


A  delegation  of  United  Methodists 
from  Louisiana  Conference  that  left 
Wednesday,  Aug.  4,  was  scheduled  to 
have  arrived  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia 
(now  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  In¬ 
dependent  States) 
and  started  their 
mission.  Main 
purpose  of  their 
trip  is  to  help  the 
Ekaterinburg 
church  conduct  a 
Vacation  Bible 
School  and  to 
train  teachers  for 
the  Ekaterinburg  primary  school 
started  by  the  Methodists  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  church. 

Russian  'Peter  Rock' 

All  of  the  local  churches  that  had 
the  “Peter  Rock”  curriculum  for 
Vacation  Bible  School  will  appreci¬ 
ate  the  fact  that  the  group  will  adapt 
the  theme  for  the  Russian  people. 

The  Rev.  Ellen  R.  Alston,  mis¬ 
sion  trip  organizer  and  associate 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  said  before  she  left,  “A  curric¬ 
ulum  committee  has  worked  hard 
to  develop  models  for  teaching  that 
can  transcend  cultural  barriers  and 
allow  the  Russian  people  to  bring 
their  own  life  experiences  and  un¬ 


derstandings  to  the  Biblical  stories. 

“We  have  adapted  the  curricu¬ 
lum  using  the  African  model  for  Bi¬ 
ble  study  that  Bishop  Oden 
introduced  at  the  1993  Annual 
Conference,”  Alston  said.  Also  in¬ 
cluded  are  storytelling,  crafts  and 
songs. 

Several  churches  helped  by  pro¬ 
viding  supplies  for  students  at  the 
school  and  for  VBS.  Some  VBS  stu¬ 
dents  made  tiny  crosses  for  the  Rus¬ 
sian  children. 

The  Russian  church  members  re¬ 
quested  help  in  implementing  an  in- 
tergenerational  VBS  and  in  training 
teachers. 

This  fall  the  school  will  begin  its 
third  year  of  operation.  To  be  add¬ 
ed  is  a  second  grade.  Classes  for 
kindergarten  and  first  grade  stu¬ 
dents  have  previously  been  offered. 

Dr.  James  Gillespie,  principal  of 
Hendrix  Elementary  School  in 
Shreveport,  has  been  instrumental 
in  the  development  of  the  school. 
He  will  direct  the  teacher  training. 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  director  of 
educational  and  worship  ministries 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  will 
be  working  with  the  VBS  and  wor¬ 
ship. 

Centenary  link 

Dr.  John  Turner,  education  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Centenary  College,  will 


Rev.  Ellen  R.  Alston 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey  will  speak 
at  Communications  Workshop 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  senior  minister 
of  First  UMC,  Ft.  Worth,  one  of 
America’s  strongest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  and  preacher  for  a 
thriving  television  ministry,  will  be 
the  principal  speaker  for  a  Confer¬ 
ence  Communications  Workshop. 
He  is  considered  an  authority  on 
building  the  local  church’s  visibility 
within  the  community. 

The  event  is  set  for  Saturday, 
Aug.  28,  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  in 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
where  Bailey,  formerly  a  Louisiana 
Conference  minister,  served. 

Since  the  last  highly  successful 
workshop,  there  have  been  requests 
for  additional  ones,  communica¬ 
tions  committee  chairs,  Allan  B. 
Crow  and  Rev.  John  Johns,  said. 

“Let  the  Light  Shine”  is  the  theme 
and  Bailey’s  subject  will  be  “How 
Can  Your  Church  Better  Communi¬ 
cate  With  the  Community?” 

Other  workshop  topics,  conduct¬ 


ed  by  persons  who  have  had  success 
in  the  areas,  will  be  “Using  News¬ 
letters,  Newspapers  and  Printed 
Materials;”  “Broadcasting  on  Tele¬ 
vision  and  Radio;”  “How  to  Better 
Communicate  Within  the  Church,” 
“How  to  Develop  and  Use  Audio/ 
Video  Presentations,”  and  “In¬ 
creasing  Awareness  in  the  Commu¬ 
nity.” 

Continuing  Education  Credits 
will  be  offered.  Cost  is  S 1 5  per  per¬ 
son  which  includes  lunch. 

Ministers  and  district  superinten¬ 
dents  have  registration  blanks  avail¬ 
able.  Or  register  by  sending  a  check, 
by  Aug.  20,  payable  to  Louisiana 
Conference  with  a  memo  designat¬ 
ing  it  for  the  workshop.  Include 
names  of  persons  attending  and 
their  church  name.  Mail  to:  Dotty 
Bagbey,  Communications  Work¬ 
shop,  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


Around  The  Conference 


According  to  the  Banks  family 
children  who  are  among  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  “Thirty-Five  Days  of 
Summer,”  the  program  has  substi¬ 
tuted  field  trips  to  fishing  ponds 
and  nature  parks,  basketball  games, 
swimming  and  “so  much  fun,”  for 
long  days  at  home  “just  cleaning  the 
house  and  watching  TV.”  Aaron 
Banks,  14,  said  this  summer  experi¬ 
ence  has  been  special  “because  of 
all  the  fun  we  have  and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  care  enough  to  help  us.” 

The  seven-week  summer  mission 
program  of  Shreveport's  First  UMC 
is  coordinated  by  Sheila  Berry.  Also 
cooperating  is  Broadmoor  and  St. 
Paul's  UMC,  Shreveport.  The  pro¬ 
gram  involves  35-45  youth  daily  in 
recreation,  fellowship,  arts  and  ac¬ 
tivities  that  promote  interest  in 
ecology  and  patriotism,  Laurie 
Richardson  Ickes  reports. 

Activities  take  place  three  days  a 
week  at  Hendrix  Elementary 
School,  First  UMC's  “  adopted" 
school  and  one  day  at  the  church's 
roof-top  swimming  pool.  Other 
agencies  are  also  participating  and 
providing  enrichment  programs. 
The  YMCA  is  available  for  the 
youths  and  some  of  them  are  sent  to 
summer  camps. 

... 

Carrie  McCormick,  mother  of 
Edythe  Holmes,  members  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  cele¬ 
brate  her  100th  birthday  on  Aug.  7 
at  Felders  UM  Campgrounds  (for¬ 
merly  Topsaw  Campgrounds)  in 


Mississippi  which  will  have  its  150 
year  celebration.  Some  of  their  rela¬ 
tives  helped  to  establish  the  camp. 
Members  of  the  family  go  to  the 
camp  each  summer  where  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Cormick’s  birthday  is  celebrated. 
“It  is  a  beautiful  camp  with  a  taber¬ 
nacle  for  worship,”  Holmes  said. 
For  years,  Mrs.  McCormick  was  a 
member  of  the  Summit  UMC  in 
Mississippi. 

*  *  * 

Louisiana  Chapter  of  the  National 
Camping  Methodists,  Bayou  State 

No.  15,  was  host  for  a  rally  last 
month  at  Hanesville,  La.  About  200 
members  from  nine  states  attended 
the  rally,  the  first  in  Louisiana. 

National  officers  include  Gene 
and  Billie  Allen  of  Louisiana.  State 
officers  are  Richard  Sockrider,  pres¬ 
ident.  and  Joan  Miller,  Doris  Brum- 
mett,  Ruth  Brown,  Dot  Blanchard 
and  Billy  Miller. 

At  the  close  of  the  rally  some  of 
the  members  left  Hanesville  on  a 
two-month  tour  of  the  West  and 
North,  ending  in  Alaska.  Along  the 
way  they  are  distributing  literature 
to  promote  the  organization.  They 
hope  to  form  new  chapters. 

Purposes  of  Camping  Methodists 
are  to  enjoy  the  out-of-doors  in  a 
wholesome,  Christian  atmosphere, 
to  share  Christian  worship  at  infor¬ 
mal  campground  services  or  attend 
nearby  churches,  to  have  fellowship 
and  to  join  together  for  Christian 
service  to  others. 


seek  ways  to  link  the  college  with 
the  students  and  institutions  of 
higher  learning  in  Ekaterinburg. 

Dr.  Dan  Hawk  of  the  Centenary 
School  of  Church  Careers  will  be  a 
part  of  the  group. 

Faye  Kavanaugh,  a  member  of 
Grace  UMC  in  Ruston,  is  repre¬ 
senting  her  church  as  a  member  of 
the  teaching  team. 

Broadmoor  UMC  Shreveport,  has 
had  a  continuing  closeness  to  the 
Conference’s  Russian  Initiative  since 
their  former  pastor,  Dr.  Dwight 
Ramsey  established  the  Ekaterinburg 
Church  and  went  to  work  full-time 
on  the  Russian  project. 

Broadmoor  members 

Broadmoor  mission  team  mem¬ 
bers,  in  addition  to  Alston  and  Gil¬ 
lespie,  are:  Jim  Waddle,  travel 
coordinator;  Cheryl  Gillespie,  VBS 
curriculum  coordinator;  Mary 
Caldwell,  music  leader;  the  Rev. 
Bryan  Dauphin,  associate  pastor, 
worship  coordinator;  Bobette  Reyn¬ 
olds,  medical  staff;  Jason  Weimar, 
communications;  Mary  Waddle, 
Khaki  Simank  and  J.  B.  Caldwell, 
teaching  team  members. 


Members  of  Broadmoor  and  oth¬ 
ers  of  the  Conference  have  made 
numerous  trips  and  had  visitors 
from  Russia. 

On  Sunday,  Aug.  8,  there  will  be 
an  amplified  telephone  link  during 
the  1  1  a.m.  worship  service  at 
Broadmoor  to  hear  “A  Word  from 
Ekaterinburg  “  while  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  are  there. 

Louisiana  Conference  churches 
aided  the  people  of  the  city  with  the 
statewide  Russian  Food  Lift  last 
year. 

Alston,  who  is  going  to  Russia  for 
the  first  time,  said,  "We  believe 
strongly  not  only  in  bringing  people 
into  the  faith,  but  in  nurturing  them 
and  helping  them  with  their  spiritual 
journey.  We’ll  be  learning  from 
them,  too.  They  have  as  much  to 
share  with  us  as  we  do  with  them.” 

The  story  of  Peter,  the  disciple 
Jesus  called  the  rock  on  whom  he 
would  build  his  church,  should  in¬ 
terest  the  Russian  people,  she  said. 

“Peter  was  called  to  be  a  fisher¬ 
man  of  people  and  had  a  shift  in  his 
life’s  journey.  He  learned  about  ser- 
vanthood  and  forgiveness.  And  he 
was  challenged  in  his  faith.” 


Russian  mother,  teen  daughter 
attend  UMW  School  of  Mission 


Marina  Vaschekina,  LEFT,  and  her  mother,  Lyudmila  Vaschekina, 
RIGHT,  are  pictured  with  Marilyn  Oden  at  the  UMW  School  of 
Christian  Mission  at  Centenary. 


Lyudmila  Vaschekina  and  her  17- 
year-old  daughter,  Marina,  of  Eka¬ 
terinburg,  Russia,  were  participants 
in  the  1993  School  of  Christian 
Mission  at  Centenary  College  and 
have  been  visiting  Louisiana 
churches. 

It  is  their  first  time  to  be  in  the 
United  States.  They  brought  news 
of  the  Ekaterinburg  church. 

Among  the  first  members  of  the 
Ekaterinburg  Methodist  Church, 
they  were  baptized  by  Bishop  Oden 
in  September  of  1 99 1 . 

The  Russian  teen-ager,  who  had 
specialized  in  English  in  school,  in¬ 
terpreted  for  her  mother  and  spoke 
in  English.  She  currently  attends  a 
private  university  and  has  complet¬ 
ed  the  first  year  of  studies  in  social 
psychology. 

Her  mother  is  a  research  librarian 
in  a  rare  books/research  library 
maintained  for  the  professors  of 
Urals  University  in  Ekaterinburg. 

Ekaterinburg  church 

At  the  Ekaterinburg  church  she 
leads  the  family-life  ministry  which 
includes  ministries  to  children  and 
youth. 

The  church  has  started  ministries 
in  cooperation  with  existing  ones 
such  as  the  medical  center,  a  school 
for  hearing-impaired  children,  a 
veterans’  club,  lunch  for  the  elderly 
and  meetings  for  alcoholics. 

“I  belong  to  the  youth  organiza¬ 
tion  and  we  have  a  lot  of  work,” 
Marina  said.  “We  help  in  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  hospital  by  reading  the  Bible 
and  visiting  and  we  work  with  the 
old  people  who  come  to  have 
lunch.” 

She  said  young  people  also  “help 
organize  the  worship.” 

Music  is  an  important  part  of  the 
church's  worship  and  the  youth  sing 
in  a  choir. 

The  Russian  visitors  attended  the 
School  of  Christian  Mission  where 
they  participated  in  the  Bible  study 
of  Matthew  and  the  study  of  Global 
Economics.  They  plan  to  take  the 


information  back  to  their  congrega¬ 
tion  to  share  it  as  do  Louisiana  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  school. 

“Lydia  Istomina  leads  our 
church’s  Bible  study,”  Marina  said. 
“There  is  one  class  for  students  and 
one  for  the  grown-ups.” 

High  inflation 

Remembering  the  Russian  Food 
Lift  conducted  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  UMC,  the  two 
were  asked  about  the  availability  of 
food  in  their  city. 

“There  is  a  lot  of  food  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  shops,”  they  said,  “but 
many  people  do  not  have  enough 
money  to  buy  it.  One  dollar  is  now 
equal  to  1,000  rubles.  Salaries  are 
the  same  as  before.  Our  living  level 
has  been  lowered.  To  maintain  the 
living  level  it  takes  60,000  rubles 
for  one  month  but  a  professor’s  sal¬ 
ary  is  30,000  rubles  a  month.” 

In  small  gardens,  people  grow  po¬ 
tatoes,  carrots  and  other  vegetables 
that  help  them  to  survive. 

The  high  inflation  continues  to 
create  problems  for  the  people  of 
their  country  as  it  does  right  now  in 
many  parts  of  the  world. 

Marina  was  among  a  class  of  teens 
14  to  18  years  of  age  recently  con¬ 
firmed  by  Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey.  “It 
was  a  very  serious  step,”  she  said. 

The  way  to  God 

"Before  the  church  was  organized 
we  had  no  Bibles.  Dwight  Ramsey 
opened  the  way  to  God.  He  showed 
us  another  way  of  living,  believing 
in  God. 

“Now  we  have  a  church  and  you 
can  get  help  when  you  need  it.  You 
have  people  who  care  about  you.  If 
you  have  problems  you  go  to  the 
church  and  people  will  help  you.” 

She  mentioned  the  support  given 
when  her  father  died  in  November. 
"My  Mommy  and  I  were  over¬ 
whelmed  at  the  death  of  my  father. 
But  the  people  in  the  church  were 
kind  and  good  to  us.  They  are  good 
to  old  people  and  to  others  who 
need  help." 
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'Creative  theology' 
and  a  grievous  oversight 


As  Christians  struggle  through 
times  of  shifting  paradigms,  here’s 
both  good  and  not-so-good  news. 

The  good  news:  The  Henry  Luce 
Foundation  has  provided  $1.56  mil¬ 
lion  to  fund  24  fellowships  to  semi¬ 
nary  scholars  for  “creative  work  in 
theology.”  John  W.  Cook,  Luce 
Foundation  president,  said  the  new 
program  “will  identify  the  best  minds 
in  theology  today  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  speak  clearly  and  con¬ 
vincingly  on  important  issues  of  con¬ 
temporary  American  life.” 

The  not-so-good  news:  The  areas 
planned  for  theological  study  are 
biblical  and  historical  studies, 
church  and  culture,  practice  of  min¬ 
istry,  mission  and  world  religions, 
the  arts,  and  constructive  theology, 
which  the  program  describes  as 
“creation  of  new  theologies  relevant 
to  contemporary  life  and  thought.” 

Not  so  good,  in  our  judgment,  is 
the  absence  of  a  key  element  from 
this  list:  The  congregation. 

We  applaud  the  Luce  Foundation’s 
support  for  theological  schools  and 
their  faculties.  The  latter  deserve  all 
the  support  they  can  get. 

However,  we  take  issue  with  the 
implication  that  the  “best  minds  in 
theology  today”  can  be  found  only 
in  the  halls  of  academe. 

Not  so!  Vast  numbers  of  Chris¬ 
tian  congregations  engage  in  “cre¬ 
ative  theology”  rooted  in  hands-on 
experience  of  applying  the  Gospel 
to  everyday  life. 

Examples  abound.  Pastors  em¬ 
ploy  “creative  theology”  when  they 


Editorial 


bring  the  love  of  God  to  a  family 
grieving  for  a  teen  killed  in  a  gang 
fight.  Sunday  school  teachers  use 
“creative  theology"  to  get  a  pack  of 
Nintendo-loving  fifth  graders  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Outreach  committees  distribute 
“creative  theology”  with  every 
blanket  given  to  a  homeless  shelter. 
Administrative  boards  debate  theo¬ 
logically  when  they  choose  between 
building  upkeep  and  mission  sup¬ 
port. 

In  short,  if  one  accepts  a  common 
meaning  of  theology  as  “the  study  of 
God  and  His  relation  to  the  world,” 
then  it  is  a  grievous  oversight  to  dis¬ 
regard  how  living  communities  of 
faith  understand,  express  and  em¬ 
body  that  relationship. 

We  believe  the  Luce  Foundation 
announcement  offers  your  congre¬ 
gation  an  occasion  for  taking  stock 
of  its  own  theology. 

Start  by  asking: 

■  What’s  the  basis  in  Scripture  or 
Christian  tradition  for  why  we  do 
what  we  do  and  the  way  that  we  do  it? 

■  What  does  our  recent  experi¬ 
ence  tell  us  about  how  well  our 
practices  and  processes  convey  the 
Good  News  to  our  community? 

Your  findings  may  not  make  it 
into  academic  studies,  but  you  and 
those  whom  you  serve  may  be  en¬ 
lightened  by  what  you  leant. 


Church  can  help  Russia  more 
by  providing  work ,  not  coats 


I’ve  read  of  the  effort  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  to  collect  100,000 
coats  for  the  people  of  the  former  Soviet  re¬ 
public  of  Armenia  (see  UMR,  July  9). 

I'm  all  for  the  collection  of  these  coats  and 
the  $5  per  coat  shipping  cost.  However,  I  offer 
the  following  alternative: 

In  Russia  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  States,  they  need  coats  and  jobs.  If  the 
collection  is  successful,  UMCOR  will  have 
$500,000  and  100,000  coats.  I  suggest  UM¬ 
COR  distribute  the  coats  in  North  America 
and  arrange  for  the  church  in  Russia  to  over¬ 
see  the  manufacturing  of  coats  there. 

The  average  Russian  worker  makes  the 
equivalent  of  $10  a  week.  With  $500,000,  we 
can  put  1,000  people  to  work  making  coats 
and  purchase  $200,000  of  textiles,  which  will 
put  more  people  to  work. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

The  1,000  people  making  coats  could  turn 
out  8  to  10  coats  per  week  and  have  employ¬ 
ment  for  three  to  four  months.  We  could  make 
100,000  coats  and  have  funds  left  over  to  man¬ 
ufacture  25,000  blankets. 

Although  my  figures  are  estimated,  I  believe 
the  logistics  of  such  manufacturing  and  distri¬ 
bution  can  be  handled  by  the  Russian  church. 
We  will  be  doing  a  far  greater  service  to  the 
proud  Russian  people  because  they  will  be 
helping  themselves. 

E.  A.  Saunders 
Ramona,  California 


Many  people  in  the  former  Soviet  Union 
such  as  this  elderly  woman  live  on  the 
equivalent  of  $10  a  week.  The  church  may 
help  them  more  by  providing  work,  sug¬ 
gests  a  reader. 


She  said  it  well 

Regarding  the  “My  Witness” 
column  titled  “Forgiveness 
changed  my  mind  on  abortion,” 
by  Jane  DeYoung  Currey  (see 
UMR,  July  23): 

Ms.  Curry  said  it  very  well.  May 
God  increase  her  kind. 

Phillip  Merritt 
Colchester,  Illinois 

I'm  offended 

Regarding  the  letter  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  from  Glenn  Ethridge  of  Blue 
Ridge,  Ga.  (see  UMR,  July  16),  1 
am  deeply  offended  and  incensed 
that  he  uses  the  words  “homosex¬ 
uals,”  “thieves,”  and  “adulterers” 
in  the  same  sentence.  Stealing  and 
adultery  are  something  you  do  by 


choice.  Being  gay  is  something  you 
are  without  choice. 

Florence  Hunsberger 
Gratersford,  Pennsylvania 

Do  likewise 

I  hope  and  pray  that  Methodists 
across  the  nation  will  commend  the 
Northwest  Texas  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  for  its  courageous  stand  that 
all  human  beings  are  equal — not 
only  in  the  eyes  of  the  laws  of  man, 
but  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

I  note  clippings  from  the  Abi¬ 
lene  area  newspapers  that  the  con¬ 
ference  has  made  a  number  of 
cross-racial  appointments  of  pas¬ 
tors.  Now,  if  all  other  conferences 
will  follow  suit,  perhaps  we  could 
believe  that  United  Methodists 


strongly  support  the  concept  of 
equality  and  brotherhood. 

If  the  conference  in  conserva¬ 
tive  west  Texas  can  do  it,  then 
surely  others  should  do  no  less. 

Keith  Ozmore 
Huntsville,  Texas 

Most  appreciative 

I  was  most  appreciative  of  Rev. 
James  Caswell’s  article  on  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry  being  a  beacon  of 
hope  to  the  world  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  (see  UMR,  July  2). 

Being  a  campus  minister  myself, 
I  have  come  to  see  John  Wesley’s 
fourfold  path  of  faith — Scripture, 
tradition,  reason  and  experience — 
unfold  beautifully  and  completely 
in  young  men  and  women  whose 


spiritual  development  connects  in¬ 
exorably  to  their  intellectual,  so¬ 
cial  and  moral  development. 

Mark  Forrester 
Clarksville,  Tennessee 

Save  the  money 

Having  read  the  article  “Duke 
kicks  off  $600,000  study  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  the  U.S.”  (see  UMR, 
July  9)  may  I  offer  this  comment 
which  can  save  the  Eli  Lilly  Foun¬ 
dation  a  bundle: 

The  reason  Methodism  became 
the  fastest  growing  religion  in  the 
19th  Century  is  because  it  was  in¬ 
formal,  comforting  and  Christ-ori¬ 
ented. 

End  of  study! 

Florence  J.  Keller 
Havertown,  Pennsylvania 


What  are  your  new  hymnal  'hits?' 

The  United  - - - “ 

Methodist  Report-  FaithLine 

er  is  conducting  a 
nationwide  survey 

to  determine  which  of  the  new  hymns  in  the  1 989  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal’s  hymns  (not  those  found  also  in 
the  1966  Methodist  Hymnal)  are  the  biggest  “hits” 
with  congregations. 

If  your  congregation  is  using  the  new  hymnal,  please 
take  a  few  minutes  to  complete  this  survey.  Mail  your 
responses  to  “Hymnal  Hits,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Responses  must  be  received  by  Aug.  15. 

Please  list  five  new  hymns  below  which  you  believe 
have  become  favorites  with  your  congregation.  List  them 
in  order  of  the  hymn’s  appeal  for  your  congregation  with 
#1  being  the  favorite.  Again,  hymns  carried  over  from  the 
1966  edition  to  1989  edition  hymnal  will  not  count  in 
this  survey. 


1. - 

2. - 

3.  __ - 

4.  - 

New  hymns  from  the  1989  United  Methodist 

Hymnal  are  finding  favor  in  many  congregations.  5. - 

Recall  what  makes  burden  worthwhile 


The  Texas  prairie  is  already  forget¬ 
ting  David  Koresh  and  the  Branch 
Davidians. 

Weeds  and  wild  grass  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  grow  on  the  bulldozed  debris 
that  covers  the  site  Mr.  Koresh  called 
Mt.  Carmel  near  Waco,  Texas. 

Before  long,  plant  life  will  reclaim 
the  entire  area.  The  curious  will 
stop  coming.  The  few  opportunists 
selling  T-shirts  will  pack  up  and  go 
home.  Perhaps  then  an  uninformed 
passerby  might  even  assume  that 
the  site  was  just  another  abandoned 
country  junkyard. 

But  I,  like  many  others,  hold 
what  at  this  moment  seem  to  be  un¬ 
forgettable  images  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  there.  Alcohol,  Firearms  and 
Tobacco  agents  taking  bullets  on 
the  roof  of  the  compound..  Fire 
burning  the  building  to  the  ground, 
with  some  Davidians  still  inside. 


Faithfully  yours 


1  especially  recall  one  young  girl 
in  a  winter  jacket,  clinging  to  a 
stuffed  animal  and  looking  out 
from  the  back  seat  of  a  police  car. 
Authorities  raced  her  away  from  the 
compound  to  safety. 

We  know  now  that  her  destina¬ 
tion  was  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Waco,  less  than  10  miles 
away. 


I  hope  I  always  remember  that 
picture. 

As  a  United  Methodist  for  many 
years,  I  have  done  my  share  of  pri¬ 
vate  griping  about  apportionments 
and  special  Sunday  askings.  The 
“United  Methodist  connection” 
can  feel  like  an  awfully  big  burden 
for  a  67-member  church  like  the 
one  to  which  I  belong. 

But  the  next  time  the  offering 
plate  makes  an  extra  pass  in  Sunday 
service,  the  lesson  I  hope  I  remem¬ 
ber,  even  if  the  memories  of  this 
singular  tragedy  on  this  particular 
prairie  are  gone,  is  that  sometimes 
the  burden  is  worth  it. 

The  young  girl,  and  all  the  other 
youngsters  looking  for  a  safe  place 
at  the  children’s  home  and  other 
United  Methodist  ministries,  would 
probably  tell  me  so. 

— debra  Mcknight 
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SHALT,  AND 
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God's  word  should  send  us  forth 


By  MADISON  F.  WEST 

For  several  years  I’ve  agonized 
over  the  way  our  church  has  ended 
its  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

Why,  I’ve  asked  myself,  does  this 
order  of  worship  seem  “wrong?” 
Three  answers  come  immediately  to 
mind. 

Message  and  mission 

Through  most  of  an  hour  we  bring 
our  souls  from  the  secular  world’s  en¬ 
try  point  to  the  threshhold  of  re-en¬ 
tering  the  world  on  this  spiritual 
mission.  The  pastor  has  reached  the 
point  of  closing  the  sale.  He  or  she  is 
ready  to  shake  our  hand  and  send  us 
out  with  the  product:  the  message 
and  mission  for  the  week. 

And  then  we  church  people  fritter 
away  the  closure,  dissipate  the  word 
of  God  in  10  minutes  of  worship 
service  trivia.  The  sale  is  lost.  We 
customers  go  back  into  the  world  at 
about  the  same  point  we  came  in — 
in  need  of  something. 

In  essence:  We  have  come  to  hear 
the  word  of  God  for  the  coming  six 
days  in  our  lives.  We  have,  by  word 
and  music,  attained  a  receptive  atti¬ 
tude.  The  pastor,  after  hours  of  study, 
meditation  and  writing,  has  the  word. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"But  grow  in  the  grace  and 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ.  To  him  be  the  glory 
both  now  and  to  the  day  of  eternity. 
Amen.”  (KJV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Micah  4:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  8 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 05: 1  -6 
Monday:  Psalms  105:16-22.  45b 
Tuesday:  Genesis  37:1-4 
Wednesday:  Genesis  37:1 2-38 
Thursday:  Romans  10:5-15 
Friday:  Matthew  14:22-27 
Saturday:  Matthew  14:28-33 


Madison  F.  West 
is  a  member  of 
De/rose  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Wichita,  Kansas 
(Kansas  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


He  delivers  it,  heart  and  soul,  in  his 
most  persuasive  style.  These  words  of 
God  he  had  distilled  in  us. 

At  this  moment,  with  these  words 
etched  in  our  minds,  we  are  ready 
for  the  sending  forth. 

Stand  and  sit 

Instead  we  stand  and  sit  and 
stand  and  sit  through  organized 
mimicry  that  softens  the  word  and 
the  urgency  of  mission.  We’ve 
thrown  away  the  very  thing  we 
came  to  find  and  take  away  with  us. 

In  the  one  case,  the  word  of  God  is 
of  such  import  that  the  organized 
church  can’t  stand  for  its  people  to 
move  out  and  act  upon  the  message, 
(i.e.,  God  and  that  church  are  not 


really  in  tune.)  And  in  the  second  in¬ 
stance,  this  embellished  closing  mo¬ 
ment  is  to  bolster  the  work  of  a  poor 
kind  of  poster — the  empty-headed 
one,  or  the  insincere  one,  or . . . 

The  solution  came  to  me  like  a 
revelation  as  1  scrunched  down  in 
the  pew  to  endure  one  of  those  post- 
“word  of  God’Mudes. 

Move  the  pastor’s  sermon  to  the 
point  immediately  before  the  post- 
lude.  Let  all  else  take  place  before 
(closing  hymn  included). 

Rename  the  postlude  “Recession.” 

On  its  feet 

Now  get  the  congregation  on  its 
feet  and  out  the  door  and  into  the 
world  with  the  word  of  God  in 
mind.  Let  us  contemplate  those 
fresh  words  in  greater  length.  Or 
move,  in  mind,  spirit  and  body,  to 
act  upon  directions  in  those  words. 

Let  this  truth  of  mine  be  known, 
Until  pastors  and  worship  commit¬ 
tees  understand  and  resolve  my  di¬ 
lemma,  I  could  as  easily  do  without 
Sunday  morning  worship. 

Nor  am  I  the  only  mutterer  in  the 
pews.  And  there  are  legions  outside 
the  doors  who,  it  is  likely,  will  re¬ 
main  there. 


Personal  Ministry 
Effectiveness 

If  you  use  steady  “volunteer”  hours  to  absorb  the 
cost  of  your  current  newsletter,  is  that  task  the 
most  effective  use  of  that  time?  What  ministry 
isn’t  being  accomplished  while  your  “volunteers” 
invest  this  energy? 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today!  | 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Faith 


watch 


FREEDOM: 


UPHOLD  RELIGIOUS 

U.S.  Sen.  Richard  Lugar  (R. 

Ind.),  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  has  called  on  Rus¬ 
sian  President  Boris  Yeltsin 
to  uphold  freedom  of  reli¬ 
gion  as  an  important  tenet 
of  democracy.  An  influen¬ 
tial  member  of  the  Senate 

Foreign  Relations  Commit-  _ _ 

tee,  Sen.  Lugar  is  leading  an  Richard  Lugar 
effort  in  Congress  to  draw  attention  to  Mr.  Yelt¬ 
sin’s  pending  decision  on  whether  to  approve 
severe  restrictions  on  foreign  missionaries  com¬ 
ing  to  Russia.  Thus  far,  35  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  have  signed  the  letter,  urging  Mr.  Yeltsin 
to  veto  the  legislation  restricting  American  and 
other  non-Russian  religious  activities  in  his 
country. 

KILLINGS  DEPLORED:  “Horror  and  re¬ 
vulsion”  is  the  way  the  presiding  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  church  of  Southern  Africa  described 
his  reaction  to  the  invasion  of  St.  James  Church 
of  England  in  a  Cape  Town  suburb  July  25,  in 
which  at  least  1 1  people  were  killed  and  at  least 
50  injured.  Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  now  on 
a  two-week  U.S.  visit,  called  on  politicians  and 
others  to  avoid  “inflammatory  statements”  de¬ 
signed  to  promote  “cheap  political  gain.”  He 
said  “such  irresponsible  behavior  [had]  contrib¬ 
uted  to  a  climate”  conducive  to  other  killings  in 
South  Africa. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  MANAGER: 

Roger  F.  Kruse  of  Tempe,  Ariz.,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  and  a  management  professional, 
has  been  named  business  manager  of  the 
church’s  General  Conference.  Mr.  Kruse,  who 
will  be  based  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  will  also  manage 
support  services  for  the  denomination’s  finance 
agency.  The  appointment  was  announced  by  the 
Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  chief  executive  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Mr.  Kruse  succeeds  DeWayne  S.  Woodring  of 
Indianapolis  as  manager  of  the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  session. 

MOTHER  TERESA  CANCELS  TRIP: 

Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta  has  canceled  her  ap¬ 
pearance  the  World  Youth  Day  gathering  in 
Denver,  citing  ill  health.  Mother  Teresa,  83, 
considered  a  “living  saint”  by  many  for  her 
global  work  with  the  sick  and  impoverished, 
was  expected  to  be  a  leading  attraction  at  the 


Aug.  11-15  gathering,  second  only  to  the  main 
player,  Pope  John  Paul  II.  She  was  also  slated 
to  speak  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denver  on  the  subject  of  ministering  to  the 
homeless. 

'COUNT  ME  IN':  The  largest  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Assembly  ever  is  expected 
to  bring  12,000  women  to  Cincinnati’s  Conven¬ 
tion  Center  April  28-May  1,  1994.  “Count  Me 
In”  is  the  theme  for  the  meeting,  which  will  in¬ 
volve  thousands  of  other  United  Methodist 
Women  at  70  designated  conference  satellite  re¬ 
ception  areas  across  the  nation  Friday  night, 
April  29.  Dr.  Carolyn  E.  Johnson,  LaFayette, 
Ind.,  national  president,  will  address  the  satel¬ 
lite  session,  which  will  focus  on  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  vision  for  the  future. 

CONDEMNS  BOMBING:  Israel’s  air 

strikes  and  “acts  of  retalia¬ 
tion  against  people  only 
‘suspected’  of  terrorism” 
has  been  criticized  by  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council.  In  a 
statement  released  July  27, 

Dr.  Hale  noted  that,  two 
years  ago,  the  council  ap-  loe  Hale 
proved  a  resolution  expressing  deep  concern 
about  Israeli  actions,  particularly  confiscation 
of  land  in  the  West  Bank  and  restrictions  on 
Palestinian  Arabs.  He  said  the  recent  bombings 
of  southern  Lebanon  also  exemplify  actions 
condemned  by  the  council. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  in  the  world 


Worship  you  can  hold  in  your  hand 

UM  worship  leaders  see  ' tangible  evangelism'  for  enlivening  services 

■■■  Other  pieces  of  “tangible 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

CRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.— Li¬ 
turgical  dancer  Mary  Bell 
stretches  her  arms  to  the 
heavens  at  a  recent  national 
worship  service. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.— 
“Tangible  evangelism"  some  call 
it — giving  a  small  token,  symbol 
of  a  gospel  message,  to  each 
member  of  a  congregation  to 
help  him  or  her  remember. 

Some  700  United  Methodist 
worship  leaders  from  around  the 
country  recently  gathered  at  Cal¬ 
vin  College  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  to  learn  how  “tangible 
evangelism”  and  many  other 
ideas  could  enliven  and  enrich 
worship  experiences  in  their 
home  congregations. 

The  worship  leaders — both  lay 
and  clergy — were  attending  the 
national  meeting  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Music,  Worship  and  Other  Arts 
which  convenes  every  two  years. 

In  five  meeting  days,  partici¬ 
pants  attended  nine  worship  ser¬ 


vices  which  were  created  and 
designed  by  one  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  top  worship  specialists, 
the  Rev.  Judy  W.  Loehr,  Nash¬ 
ville,  and  by  textile  specialist 
Marybelle  Landrum,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

Dozens  of  workshops 

In  addition,  the  participants 
could  choose  from  dozens  of 
workshops  on  such  subjects  as 
choral  directing,  liturgical  dance, 
textiles,  handbells,  the  1992 
Book  of  Worship,  story  telling, 
preaching,  singing  the  psalms 
and  stained  glass. 

Stained  and  textured  glass  was 
an  important  worship  visual 
throughout  the  convocation. 
Huge  blue  glass  candlesticks 
stood  on  the  altar  and  proces¬ 
sional  crosses  were  made  from  or 
decorated  with  glass. 

The  first  token  given  to  partici¬ 
pants  was  a  piece  of  broken 


The  first  token  given 
to  participants  was  a 
piece  of  broken  stained 
glass,  symbolizing 
individual 
brokenness. . . 

stained  glass,  symbolizing  indi¬ 
vidual  brokenness  and  the  bro¬ 
kenness  of  the  world.  The 
congregants  were  encouraged  to 
keep  the  fragments  through  the 
night,  then  bring  them  to  a  ser¬ 
vice  of  healing  and  wholeness  the 
next  morning. 

During  the  morning  service 
they  were  invited  to  come  to  the 
altar  and  place  the  pieces  of  glass 
in  a  basket  which  symbolized  re¬ 
leasing  the  brokenness.  On  the  al¬ 
tar  was  a  complete  stained  glass 
work  of  art  by  workshop  leader 
Pat  Laing. 


Fellowship 
picks  'most 
sung'  hymns 

I  “O  For  A  Thousand  Tongues” 

I  “Amazing  Grace” 

I  “How  Great  Thou  Art 
I  “Joyful,  Joyful  We  Adore  Thee” 

I  “Holy,  Holy,  Holy” 

■  “Here  1  Am,  Lord” 

I  “God  of  Grace,  God  of  Glory” 

I  “Hymn  of  Promise”  (“In  the  bud 
there  is  a  flower”) 

■  “Love  Divine,  All  Loves  Excel¬ 

ling” 

I  “Be  Thou  My  Vision” 

I  “The  Church’s  One  Foundation” 
I  “All  Hail  the  Power” 

I  “Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness” 

I  “Praise  To  the  Lord” 

I  “To  God  Be  the  Glory” 

■  “Because  He  Lives” 

■  “Blessed  Assurance” 

■  “Morning  Has  Broken” 

■  “Spirit  Song”  (“O  let  the  Son  of 

God  enfold  you”) 

■  “A  Mighty  Fortress” 

■  “On  Eagle’s  Wings” 

(See  story  below.) 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.— Liturgical  dancers  (from  left)  Ray  Fountain,  Mary  Bell,  Pat  Laing  and 
Harry  Handy  pour  water  into  a  large  shell  which  held  baptismal  waters  at  the  recent  national 
meeting  of  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts. 


Churches  give  hymnal  thumbs  up,  says  survey 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.— If 
you  and  your  church  members 
like  the  new  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  you  are  not  alone. 

The  response  to  the  hymnal  by 
more  than  1 00  congregations 
throughout  the  nation  has  been 
overwhelmingly  positive,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  recently  released  survey. 

Results  of  the  survey,  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Rev.  Don  Saliers,  were  re¬ 
vealed  at  a  recent  national 
meeting  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodist  in  Music, 
Worship  and  Other  Arts. 

“What  we  sing  goes  much 
deeper  in  our  soul  than  what  we 
say,”  Dr.  Saliers  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Reporter.  “When 
we  deal  with  hymnody,  we  are 
dealing  with  the  deepest  memory 
patterns  we  have.” 

Dr.  Saliers  is  one  of  five  faculty 
members  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Candler  School  of  Theology 
in  Atlanta  who  are  recipients  of 
two-year  Lily  Foundation  grants 
to  study  various  aspects  of  local 
congregations.  Dr.  Saliers’  focus  is 
on  the  hymnal. 


In  Oct.  1992,  he  began  on-site 
studies  of  12  United  Methodist 
congregations  which  include 
large  urban  congregations,  small 
mountain  parishes,  multi-ethnic 
congregations,  county  seat  and 
university  town  congregations. 

“This  is  the  critical  stage  in  the 
reception  of  the  new  hymnal,”  he 
said.  “We’re  out  of  the  honey¬ 
moon  stage  and  settling  down.” 

It  is  possible  now,  he  contin¬ 
ued,  to  look  at  how  the  hymnal  is 
reshaping  the  theology  and,  espe¬ 
cially,  the  spirituality  of  the  local 
congregation. 

On-site  studies 

Included  in  his  research  was  a 
hymnal  survey  of  members  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
in  Music  Worship  and  Other  Arts. 

Responding  to  the  survey  were 
1 12  fellowship  members  from  35 
states,  including  58  musicians 
and  23  pastors.  In  31  instances, 
pastors  and  musicians  answered 
survey  questions  together. 

Most  of  the  respondents  repre¬ 
sented  small  to  mid-size  congre¬ 
gations. 

The  results  indicated  that  of 


"What  we  sing  goes 
much  deeper  in  our 
soul  than  what  we 
say." 

Don  Saliers 

those  congregations  represented, 
the  acceptance  of  the  new  hym¬ 
nal  was  overwhelmingly  positive 
with  only  one  congregation  resis¬ 
tant.  None  accepted  it  poorly. 

Most  responding  congrega¬ 
tions  liked  19th-20th  century 
evangelical  music,  “classical” 
and  Wesleyan  hymns  the  best, 
the  survey  shows. 

One-third  are  new 

The  survey  reveal  21  hymns 
that  were  the  most  frequently  sung 
in  the  last  two  years  by  those  con¬ 
gregations  (see  box  above). 

More  than  one-third  of  the 
"most  sung”  hymns  are  new  to 
any  Methodist  or  United  Meth¬ 
odist  hymnal. 

They  are:  “Here  I  Am,  Lord;" 
“To  God  Be  the  Glory;”  "Great 
Is  Thy  Faithfulness;”  “Hymn  of 


Promise;”  “Because  He  Lives;” 
“Morning  Has  Broken;”  "Spirit 
Song;”  "On  Eagle’s  Wings.” 

(The  Reporter  is  conducting  a 
nationwide  survey  to  determine 
which  of  the  hymns  included  in 
the  new  hymnal,  but  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  1966  hymnal,  have  be¬ 
come  favorites  of  congregations. 
See  page  2,  this  issue.) 

Critical  factor  named 

Dr.  Saliers  said  that  additional 
findings  show  that  the  critical 
factor  in  a  congregation's  recep¬ 
tivity  to  new  hymns  is  mutual  re¬ 
spect  and  cooperative  planning 
between  the  pastor  and  the  music 
director. 

“Many  pastors  are  threatened 
by  musicians  who  are  very 
knowledgeable  about  worship,” 
he  said. 

“And  there  are  many  churches 
in  which  the  pastor  is  way  out  in 
front  of  the  musician  or  the  con¬ 
gregation,”  he  continued. 

Another  disappointing  finding 
surfaced  in  the  survey. 

“It  is  really  a  significant  loss 
that  the  hymnal  is  not  being  used 
in  homes,"  he  said. 


Other  pieces  of  “tangible  evan¬ 
gelism”  were  small  sea  shells  dis¬ 
tributed  by  children  from 
baskets.  Participants  used  the 
shells  to  collect  water  in  a  service 
designed  to  recall  their  baptism. 

Love  feast 

Other  services  included  an  ob¬ 
servance  of  “Las  Posadas,”  a  re¬ 
enactment  of  the  age-old  story  of 
Joseph  and  Mary’s  seeking  a 
place  to  sleep  in  Bethlehem;  a 
traditional  Methodist  love  feast; 
remembering  the  “saints;”  and 
the  eucharist. 

Evening  worship  featured  a 
large  choir  directed  by  Lloyd 
Pfautsch  of  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas;  sermons  by 
Bishops  Judith  Craig  (Ohio  West 
Area)  and  Roy  I.  Sano  (Los  An¬ 
geles  Area);  and  liturgical  dance. 

Rosalie  Branigan,  Slidell,  La., 
was  chairwoman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  planning  the  convocation. 

Bishop: 

' It's  time  to 
apologize' 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.— 
It’s  time  to  make  amends  to 
white  males. 

That’s  according  to  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Roy  Sano  (Los 
Angeles  Area). 

Speaking  to  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts  at  their  re¬ 
cent  biennial  meeting  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  Bishop  Sano,  a 
Japanese-American,  said  it  has 
been  open  season  on  white  men 
for  30  years. 

To  empha¬ 
size  his  point, 
he  read  from  a 
humorous,  fic- 
titious  letter 
by  John  Leo 
in  “U.S.  News 
and  World 
Report”  who 
said  he  was  _ 
among  the  fi-  R°Y  Sano 
nal  minority  group:  straight 
white  American  males. 

“We  are  the  national  punching 
bag  . . . Mr.  Leo  wrote. 

“We  are  trying  to  cope  with  all 
the  accusations  that  [we]  are  sole¬ 
ly  responsible  for  such  familiar 
horrors  as  war,  pestilence,  ha¬ 
tred,  alienation,  the  greenhouse 
effect  and  Neil  Bush,”  the  letter 
continued. 

Bishop  Sano  said  he  deeply  re¬ 
gretted  that  at  an  earlier  time  he 
was  among  those  who  said  white 
males  are  “the  scourge  of  the 
earth.” 

Like  “Lake  Woebegone,”  the 
fictitious  place  made  famous  by 
the  radio  broadcasts  of  Garrison 
Keiler  on  “The  Prairie  Home 
Companion,”  the  bishop  said 
many  white  males  may  feel  that 
the  lines  have  been  redrawn  and 
they  are  no  longer  on  the  map. 

“It’s  time  for  some  of  us  to 
apologize,”  he  said. 

In  his  conclusion,  Bishop  Sano 
said  that  those  “from  every  na¬ 
tion,  from  all  tribes,  peoples  and 
languages  will  have  their  place 
before  God.” 

-DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


United  Methodists  still  fighting  Mid-west  flooding 
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ST.  CHARLES,  Mo.— United  Methodist  Ann 
Sherer  (Missouri  Area),  visiting  flood- 
threaten  areas  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  speaks 
with  a  guard  keeping  the  curious  away 
from  sandbagging  work. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

When  the  Mississippi  River  threatened  to  flood  the 
town  of  Hull,  Ill.,  the  Rev.  Marilyn  Warren  of  the  Hull 
Larger  Parish  rallied  her  197  members  into  action,  car¬ 
ing  for  National  Guard  workers  on  the  52-mile  Sny  Le¬ 
vee  (See  Reporter  July  23). 

Two  weeks  later,  the  tables  were  turned  on  the  par¬ 
ish  that  includes  the  Hull,  New  Canton,  and  Kinder- 
hook  United  Methodist  Churches.  The  levee  gave  way, 
and  the  river  raced  through  Hull,  flooding  the  town's 
United  Methodist  church. 

Now  members  of  the  parish  are  appealing  to  the 
United  Methodist  connection  for  help. 

“It  is  a  very  powerful  thing  to  lose  a  church  and  a 
community,"  said  Ms.  Warren.  “If  a  church  building 
burns  down,  you  still  have  a  community.  But  in  this 
flood,  we  have  lost  a  whole  community. 

Hard  to  image  that  people  will  care 

"It’s  hard  for  these  people  to  imagine  that  people 
will  care  for  them  when  you  are  talking  about  65 
houses  where  water  is  up  to  the  ceiling.  In  some  of 
them  we  have  seen  water  pouring  into  the  top  win¬ 


dows.  We  can  only  see  the  roof  of  the  parsonage.  The 
whole  thing  is  unbelievable.” 

The  Hull  Larger  Parish  is  located  in  the  Sny  Levee 
drainage  district,  some  20  miles  away  from  Quincy,  Ill. 
The  levee  district  has  10  towns  with  about  2,000  peo¬ 
ple,  and  110,00  acres  of  farm  land — much  of  it 
flooded. 

With  her  parsonage  and  neighbor  homes  flooded, 
Ms.  Warren  has  realized  that  she’s  entering  a  new 
phase  in  her  ministry.  Everyday  she  drives  through  de¬ 
tours  from  another  parsonage  in  Payson,  111.,  to  check 
on  the  situation  in  Hull. 

“Among  the  things  that  I  have  talked  about  to  my 
members  was  that  we  are  not  the  only  people  who  have 
experienced  floods  this  size  since  Jesus’  time,”  said  the 
pastor.  “We  are  inclined  to  think  that  this  has  never 
happened. 

“The  people  need  to  know  that  God  is  with  us,  even 
though  we  have  trouble.  God  will  see  us  through.”  < 

In  Iowa,  900  UM  churches  in  disaster  area 

In  Iowa,  at  least  200  United  Methodist  Churches 
out  of  the  900  located  in  flood-damaged  communities 
have  responded  quickly  and  generously  to  what  the  de¬ 


nomination  has  classified  as  a  “catastrophic  disaster.” 

Monetary  gifts  across  the  country  are  being  made  to 
Advance  No.  901690-5  to  assist  members  of  these 
churches  as  other  flood  victims.  In  addition,  truck- 
loads  of  supplies  have  been  sent  to  warehouses  in  Mo¬ 
line,  Ill.,  St.  Louis,  and  Kansas  City.  Mo.,  for  flood 
victims  in  at  least  12  Midwest  annual  conferences: 
Iowa,  Missouri  East  and  West.  Southern  and  Central 
Illinois,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  North  and  South  Da¬ 
kota,  Kansas  East  and  West,  and  Nebraska.  (See  UMR 
July  23  and  30.) 

Bishop  Charles  Wesley  Jordan  (Iowa  Area)  said  calls 
to  an  information  hotline  established  for  Iowa  United 
Methodists  show  that  the  churches,  themselves,  have 
not  escaped  damage.  Approximately  two  dozen  have 
reported  significant  water  damage  to  basements,  large¬ 
ly  from  groundwater  seepage. 

The  most  serious  damage  appears  to  be  the  Cones- 
ville  United  Methodist  Church,  near  Muscatine,  la. 

Karen  Tisinger.  Iowa  communications  director,  said 
there  is  as  much  as  six  feet  of  water  in  the  basement  of 
the  structure,  and  has  caused  the  foundation  to  buckle. 
The  42-member  congregation  has  abandoned  the 
building  and  expects  it  to  be  condemned. 


Faith  at  work 
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= connections 

US-2s  IN  TRAINING:  The  largest  class 
of  US-2s  in  more  than  a  decade  has  begun  a 
three-week  period  of  preparation  and  training 
at  the  church’s  Mission  Resource  Center  in  At¬ 
lanta.  located  on  the  Emory  University  campus. 
Each  of  the  40  young  adults  will  serve  two-year 
terms  of  Christian  service  and  leadership  devel¬ 
opment  in  a  variety  of  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  projects  in  the  U.S.,  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
Virgin  Islands,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Following  suc¬ 
cessful  completion  of  training,  the  mission 
personnel  will  be  commissioned  Aug.  8  at  Hoo- 
sier  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 


AWARD  WINNER:  The  Fellowship  of 


United  Methodists  in  Wor¬ 
ship,  Music  and  Other  Arts 
awarded  the  Rev.  Hoyt 
Hickman,  retiring  staff 
member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship’s  Worship  Section, 
the  second  Roger  Deschner 
Award  for  outstanding  con¬ 
tributions  in  the  field  of  Hoyt  Hickman 
worship.  Mr.  Hickman  was  deeply  involved  in 
producing  a  wide  selection  of  worship  resources 
for  the  church,  including  both  the  Hymnal  and 
Book  of  Worship. 


THE  FORCE  BE  WITH  YOU:  Some 

227  United  Methodist  junior  and  senior  high 
youths  from  Oklahoma,  Texas,  and  Arkansas 
converged  on  Oklahoma  City  recently  to  take 
orders  from  senior  adults.  Through  a  special  ur¬ 
ban  ministries  project  of  the  Oklahoma  Confer¬ 
ence,  Youth  Force  participants  received  a  list  of 
referrals  from  Skyline  Ministries,  and  spent  five 
days  helping  persons  in  low  income  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Assignments  included  minor  repairs  of 
homes,  including  replacing  windows  and  screen 
doors.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  Revs.  Gail 
Tatum  and  Tom  Hoffman,  repairs  were  made  on 
at  least  27  homes. 


EVANGELISM  PROFESSORS:  An  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  evangelism  professors  at 
United  Methodist-related  seminaries  is  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  work  of  evangelicals  is  bearing 
fruit  in  the  denomination.  That  point  was  made 
recently  during  the  annual  convocation  of  the 
“Good  News”  caucus  within  the  denomination. 
Speaking  to  the  assembly  were  two  of  the  pro¬ 
fessors,  from  Boston  University  School  of  The¬ 
ology  and  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  Good 
News  officials  praised  the  Foundation  for  Evan¬ 
gelism,  based  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  for  en¬ 
dowing  evangelism  professorships  at 
denominationally  related  schools  of  theology. 


PULPIT  EXCHANGE:  The  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council’s  45th  year  of  international  ex¬ 
changes  of  pulpits  by  clergy  is  under  way  with 
52  families  in  ministry  in  the  Channel  Islands, 
Northern  Ireland,  New  Zealand,  Australia,  Can¬ 
ada,  England  and  the  United  States.  Most  of  the 
exchanges  are  for  the  summer  months.  Ex¬ 
change  participants  “will  be  living  examples  of 
the  universality  of  the  redemptive  message  of 
the  gospel,’’  said  Edna  Alsdurf,  director  of  the 
program. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Churchwide  giving  down  slightly  at  midyear 


" Halfway  through  the  year.  United  Methodists 
have  committed  $44.7  million  to  worldwide 
Christian  mission  and  ministry,  compared  with 
last  year's  $45.9  million." 

— Clifford  S.  Droke 


By  |EAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— “Significant 
reductions  in  vital  ministries”  will 
be  in  the  offing  if  a  downward 
trend  in  United  Methodist  giving 
to  churchwide  causes  continues, 
the  church’s  treasurer  said  in  a 
statement  released  in  mid-July. 

A  midyear  report  issued  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  chief 
finance  agency  showed  that  contri¬ 
butions  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1993  dropped  $1.2  million  from 
the  same  period  in  1992. 

"Halfway  through  the  year, 
United  Methodists  have  commit¬ 
ted  $44.7  million  to  worldwide 
Christian  mission  and  ministry, 
compared  with  last  year’s  $45.9 


million,”  said  the  Rev.  Clifford 
S.  Droke,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  and  the  denomination’s 
treasurer. 

World  Service,  the  church’s 
primary  fund  for  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  mission,  received 
$15.3  million,  down  2.7  percent 
from  last  year’s  midyear  figure  of 
$15.7  million. 

Most  other  “apportioned” 
funds — those  for  which  each  an¬ 
nual  conference  in  the  United 
States  is  assessed  a  “fair 
share” — also  received  less,  with 
the  total  dropping  slightly  from 
$29.2  million  last  year  to  just  less 
than  $29  million  in  1993. 


“Special  Day”  offerings 
showed  a  4.2  percent  decrease, 
and  contributions  to  “Advance 
Specials” — the  denomination’s 
“second-mile”  giving  program — 
lagged  by  3.5  percent. 

Dr.  Droke  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  that  one  rea¬ 
son  that  receipts  are  down  is  the 
economy. 

“The  general  funds  reflect  fair¬ 


ly  directly  the  experience  of  an¬ 
nual  conferences,”  he  said.  “And 
the  financial  pressures  in  annual 
conferences  are  related  to  local 
churches’  sense  of  the  funds  they 
have  available  to  work  with.” 

Contributions  rose  in  a  few 
categories: 

•f  50.77  percent  for  Native 
American  Awareness  Sunday; 

■f  1 5.05  percent  for  the  Peace 


with  Justice/World  Order  Sun¬ 
day  offering; 

•f  9.21  percent  for  general  ad¬ 
ministration; 

f  2.91  percent  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
which  responds  to  disasters; 

•f  .25  percent  for  national 
mission  Advance  Specials;  and 
•f  .  1 7  percent  for  the  episco¬ 
pal  fund,  which  pays  bishops’ 
compensation,  travel  and  office 
expense. 

The  $28.9  million  given  for  all 
apportioned  funds  in  the  first  six 
months  amounts  to  only  26.95 
percent  of  the  amount  asked  for 
the  full  year.  At  the  six-month 
point  in  1992,  receipts  were  at 
27.5  percent  of  the  year’s  asking. 


Clergywoman  says 
Christian  lives  are 
at  risk  within  Zaire 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 


“Will  you  pray  for  Zaire?” 

The  Rev.  Kabamba  Kiboko 
hopes  so. 

The  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  has  called  on  the  church  to 
join  her  in  “prayer  and  support” 
for  sister  churches  in  her  home¬ 
land  of  Zaire. 

Speaking  with  fear  in  her 

voice,  Ms.  Kiboko  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  she 

is  afraid  for  the 
lives  of  her 

family  here  and 

abroad,  after 
speaking  to 
churches  in  the 
Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Annual 
Kabamba  Kiboko  Conference 
concerning  the  plight  of  Zaire. 

“My  family  [in  Katanga,  Zaire] 
has  been  threatened  because  of 
me,”  she  said.  “It’s  terrible. 

“When  I  go  back,  I  will  be 
afraid  for  my  two  little  children. 
But  I  feel  like  that’s  my  mission. 
That’s  my  ministry  to  speak  out.” 

Ms.  Kiboko  contends  that  unless 
United  Methodists  become  aware 
of  the  oppressive  regime  of  Zaire 


President  Mobutu  Sese  Seko, 
“thousands  of  Christians  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  killed  for  speaking  out 
for  peace  and  justice.” 

The  central  African  country  of 
Zaire  has  been  in  political  turmoil, 
as  Mr.  Mobutu  tries  to  prolong  his 
28-year-old  rule  in  the  face  of  a 
campaign  for  multi-party  election. 
United  Nations’  observers  have 
also  documented  human  rights  vi¬ 


olations  and  tribal  harassment. 

She  and  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
Kalamba  Kilumba,  first  came  to 
this  country  as  seminary  stu¬ 


dents,  and  have  completed  their 
work  at  the  church’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

Mr.  Kilumba  is  now  pastor  in 
the  Navasota  (Texas)  Circuit  in 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
Ms.  Kiboko  is  studying  for  a 
masters  of  divinity  degree  at 
United  Methodist-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver. 

In  a  letter  to  churches  that 
have  given  her  financial  support 
during  her  seminary  studies,  Ms. 
Kiboko  said  Zaire’s  economy  has 
collapsed,  while  President  Mo¬ 
butu  is  “among  the  wealthiest 
people  in  the  world.” 

“A  single  U.S.  dollar  used  to 
be  exchanged  for  two  Zaires 
[Zairean  currency]  in  the  ’70’s,” 
said  the  African  clergywoman. 
“In  January,  it  was  3  million 
Zaires  for  a  single  dollar.  Now  I 
hear  that  a  single  dollar  will  buy 
30  million  Zaires.” 

Ms.  Kiboko  described  the  hor¬ 
ror  of  her  most  recent  trip  back 
home,  where  she  said  people  suf¬ 
fer  from  dysentery,  cholera,  and 
“undescribable  diseases.” 

“The  most  heartbreaking  scene 
was  the  dead  bodies  in  Lubumba- 
shi,”  she  exclaimed.  “Some  were 
buried  less  than  two  feet  deep  in  an 
elementary  school  yard.” 

The  purpose  of  the  trip  was  to 
relocate  her  mother  out  of  the 
range  of  civil  fighting,  “where  the 
family  can  get  food  and  nobody 
can  find  them.” 

“Things  are  so  bad  in  some  ar¬ 
eas  that  people  are  eating  once  a 
week,”  said  the  Iliff  student. 

She  said  the  only  way  for  her 
to  get  into  the  country  safely  was 
through  the  Zaire  United  Meth¬ 
odist  flight  ministry  (see  related 
story  on  this  page.) 


WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind. — Nigerian  Jack  Umbudi,  left,  and  Texans  Mike  Pinson,  center,  and  Tom 
Hudspeth  stand  in  front  of  the  plane  purchased  by  United  Methodist  Men  for  training  pilots  in 
Zaire.  The  planes  are  essential  modes  of  transportation  for  some  37  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  in  central  African  country. 


United  Methodist  Men  see  plane 
headed  for  ministry  in  Africa 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.- 
Some  of  the  4,500  United  Meth¬ 
odist  men  swarming  across  Pur¬ 
due  University  campus  recently 
were  stopped  in  their  tracks 
when  they  saw  a  small  white  air¬ 
plane  sitting  on  the  lawn. 

The  Cessna’s  appearance  at  the 
Congress  of  United  Methodist 
Men  had  its  origins  in  (he  con¬ 
gress  of  1989. 

A  light  plane  was  needed  to 
train  indigenous  pilots  in  Zaire, 
Mike  Pinson  of  Killeen,  Texas, 
told  congress  participants  four 
years  ago. 

Dick  Cleveland  of  Sweetwater, 


Tenn.,  personally  donated  the 
$20,000  needed  to  purchase  and 
refurbish  an  appropriate  aircraft. 

Although  the  plane  was  dedi¬ 
cated  in  1991,  political  unrest  in 
Zaire  prevented  its  delivery  to 
Africa. 

The  plane  was  flown  from  Tex¬ 
as  to  Indiana  by  23-year-old  air¬ 
craft  mechanic  Tom  Hudspeth. 

Mr.  Hudspeth  had  some  anx¬ 
ious  moments  when  the  plane  de¬ 
veloped  engine  problems  just 
short  of  the  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  air¬ 
port. 

Nursing  the  plane  along,  he 
landed  at  the  airport,  made  the 
necessary  repairs  and  was  soon 
airborne  again. 


He  continued  his  flight  through 
bad  weather  and  poor  visibility, 
flying  at  9,500  feet.  He  was 
above  the  clouds  most  of  the 
time. 

Mr.  Hudspeth  landed  the 
plane  at  West  Lafayette  at  10:30 
on  the  first  evening  of  the  con¬ 
gress.  With  an  escort  of  campus 
police,  the  Cessna  taxied  down 
city  streets  to  the  university. 

The  plane  will  be  delivered  to 
Zaire  at  the  earliest  safe  opportu¬ 
nity,  United  Methodist  Men  offi¬ 
cials  say. 

— DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Don  Small  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  contributed 
to  this  report. 


CLASSIFIED 


CARETAKER  WANTED  FOR  BEAUTIFUL  his¬ 

torical  chapel  in  east  Texas.  A  nice  home  offered  in 
exchange  for  light  caretaker  duties.  Prefer  retired 
couple  or  single.  For  details  call  Aldous  at  (409) 
560-2275  or  John  at  (409)  634-7523. 

THE  BEST  PEOPLE  IN  THE  WORLD  travel 
with  Coleman  Tours:  Canada/New  England  Fo¬ 
liage,  September  26;  Branson  Christmas.  Novem¬ 
ber  14;  Australia/New  Zealand  Holiday  Cruise, 
December  19.  1-800-346-971 1. 

101  EFFECTIVE  IDEAS  USING  your  church 
computer.  Written  by  Methodist,  for  creative 
churches  wanting  to  communicate  ministries  with 
PCs.  Free  details.  Desktop  Ministry.  1-800-964- 
5250. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.ra.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504)  488-0856. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift.  S38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 
0573. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
SS$.  Catalog  SI.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  ‘A  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire:  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa, 

CA  95405.  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

“CAN  YOU  COME  HOME  FOR  CHRISTMAS", 
seven  heart-warming  poems  by  Samuel  Canuth. 
Ideal  for  gifts,  greeting;,  programs.  Nostalgic,  con¬ 
temporary.  quotable.  Commended  by  Elton  Trueb- 
lood,  Paul  Harvey,  Millard  Fuller.  Single  copy, 
S3.95  plus  SI. 05  postage/handling  California  resi¬ 
dents  add  33«  tax.  Send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Southwest  Enterprise.  Dept.  UMW,  2702  West 

1 82nd  Street,  Redondo  Beach,  CA  90278. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  THE  ARTS,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas.  Texas.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX 
75201.  Deadline  is  November  30. 

RATES:  SI. 15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  rnser- 
tion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI 5  additional  plus  add  S9.20  for  8 
words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we 
insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance.  


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 

position,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church, 
810  North  Oregon,  El  Paso,  Texas  79902,  (915) 
533-2674.  1 500-member  congregation.  Requires 
organ/choral  training,  advanced  degree  in  organ 
performance  and  choral  conducting.  Graded  cho¬ 
ral  and  handbell  program.  35  rank,  3  manual, 
Moller.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resume/references  to:  Rev.  Charles 
Crutchfield  at  above  address. 


FIRST-CENTENARY.  THE  MAJOR  downtown 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Chattanooga,  TN  is 
aggressively  seeking  candidates  for  Director  of 
Youth  Ministry.  Excellent  compensation  package 
based  upon  experience.  Resumes  to:  Search  Com- 
mittee,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 

First  UMC.  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 
Send  resumes  to:  Mrs,  Karen  Spencer, 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  Full-time.  1600  mem¬ 

bers.  Small  youth  group  with  growth  potential.  Sal¬ 
ary/benefits  negotiable.  First  United  Methodist, 
P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL  33902.  (813)  332- 
1152. _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  for  1 300  +  member  church.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  452,  Dyersburg,  TN 
38025,  Salary  is  negotiable. 


NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 

and  Christian  Education,  resume  required,  salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  310  West  Main,  Magnolia,  AR  71753. 
Deadline  August  13, 1993. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  Methodist 

Foundation  of  Northern  Illinois,  Chicago.  Desired 
qualifications:  strong  background  in  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  United  Methodist  theology  and  polity, 
managerial  and  administrative  experience,  knowl¬ 
edge  of  various  investment  vehicles,  and  the  ability 
to  counsel  potential  donors  in  estate  planning  and 
planned  giving.  Director  must  have  a  sense  of  mis¬ 
sion  and  the  ability  to  effectively  articulate  the  role 
of  the  Foundation  in  its  service  to  the  church.  Ap¬ 
ply  with  resume  and  references  to:  UMF  Personnel 
Committee,  Suite  1820,  77  West  Washington.  Chi¬ 
cago,  IL  60602  by  August  15,  1993. 


CARE  FOR  TROUBLED  YOUTH.  Seeking  mar¬ 
ried  couple,  21  years  or  older,  with  no  dependent 
children  to  work  with  males  ages  12-18  at  a  resi¬ 
dential  facility  with  a  ranch  setting  This  unique  op¬ 
portunity  offers  a  competitive  salary  and  benefit 
package  with  20  days  vacation,  retirement,  sick 
leave,  medical,  dental  and  life  insurance.  We  re¬ 
quire  a  high  school  education,  experience  to  work 
with  the  youth,  and  an  ability  to  work  with  a  team 
of  people  Call  (316)  22543276  for  application  in¬ 
formation  or  mail  your  resume  to:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Youthvillc.  Box  1 394,  Dodge  City,  KS  67801. 


PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY,  Southern 
Methodist  University  search  reopened:  Systematic 
Theology.  Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  degree  and 
demonstrated  competency  in  teaching  and  scholar¬ 
ship  required.  Date  of  appointment,  rank  and  sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Deadline  for  applications,  October 
15,  1993.  Write  to:  Professor  WJA.  Power,  Chair, 
Theology  Search,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dal¬ 
las,  Ta  75275-0133  and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  does 
not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  nation¬ 
al  or  ethnic  origin,  sex,  or  disability.  SMU  is  an  af- 
firmative  action/equal  opportunity/Title  IX 
employer. 


PART-TIME  MUSIC  POSITION  OR  positions  in 

2400-member  Omaha  church  seeking  assistant  or¬ 
ganist  for  mid-week  rehearsals  and  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices,  and  director  for  choral  and/or  handbell 
ensembles  (chijdren/youth).  Experience  required 
for  this  varied,  quality  program.  Four-manual 
Quimby,  excellent  acoustics.  Resume,  August  20, 
to:  Michael  Beattie,  Director  of  Music  Ministries, 
First  UMC,  7020  Cass.  Omaha,  NE  68132.  (402) 
556-6262.  


YOUTH/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time. 

Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Eddie  Horn, 
SL  Paul  UMC.  700  W.  8th  St.,  El  Dorado,  AR 
71730.  Phone  (501)  862-4242. 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  WANTED  for  the  Chris¬ 

tian  ecumenical,  non-denominational  Grand  Lake 
Community  Chapel  in  beautiful  northeast  lower 
Michigan.  Preaching  pastoral  ministry  and  leader¬ 
ship  for  evangelism  are  priorities.  Parsonage. 
Write:  Pastoral  Search  Committee,  Box  1 36, 
Presque  Isle,  MI  49777, 


FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR:  Hispanic/ 

bilingual  individual  with  excellent  organizational 
and  people  skills.  Responsibilities  include  Hispanic 
ministries,  Christian  education  and  youth.  Com¬ 
pensation  based  on  experience.  Benefits  included. 
Resume  to:  First  UMC,  1 06  E  Cleveland,  Beeville, 
TX  78102.  


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  Si 65.  week,  S525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 


BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  Church  business 
experience  required.  Please  send  resume  to:  Trinity 
UMC,  Rev.  James  R  Porter,  3321  West  Park  Row. 
Arlington,  TX  76013. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Ev¬ 
anston,  1630  Hinman  Avenue,  Evanston,  IL 
60201.  Telephone:  (708)  864-6181;  Fax:  (708)  864- 
8091.  Position  open:  Director  of  Music  and  Organ¬ 
ist  for  total  music  program.  M.M.  or  equivalent 
training/experience  required.  Position  to  be  filled 
by  October  30.  Please  send  resume  and  references 
to  the  church  address  do  Edna  Ter  Molen,  Search 
Committee  Chair  by  September  30. 


MAINTENANCE  MANAGER  SKILLED  IN  all 
phases  of  camp  maintenance.  Benefits  include  sala¬ 
ry,  health  insurance,  vacation  and  meals.  Position 
open  immediately.  Contact:  Mr.  Jan  WhitJer,  Wes¬ 
ley  Woods  Conference  Center,  200  Siam  St.,  Wil¬ 
liams  Bay,  WI  53191,  (414)  245-6631. 


Vision  2000  'launches' 
attracting  big  crowds 


By  RALPH  W.  MOHNEY 

Vision  2000  comes  as  a  powerful 
call  to  prayerfully  and  expectantly 
revisualize  the  future  so  every  con¬ 
gregation  may  become  the  vital, 
caring,  sharing,  redemptive  fellow¬ 
ship  in  service  for  Christ  which 
God  would  have  it  be. 

This  call  is  being  heard  by  many 
churches  gathering  with  the  intent 
of  “dreaming  God’s  dream”  and 
“having  God’s  vision”  at  Vision 
2000  launch  events: 

■  1,800  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 

■  1,400  in  Sedalia,  Mo. 

■  1,400  in  Yakima,  Wash. 

■  2,500  in  Wenham,  Mass. 

■  5,000  in  Lakeland,  Fla. 

■  3,400  in  Nacogdoches,  Texas. 

■  4,300  in  Macon,  Ga. 

■  1 1 ,000  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

More  than  41,000  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  heard  speakers  like  the 
Revs.  Joe  Harding,  Kirbyjon  Cald¬ 
well,  George  Hunter,  Zan  Holmes, 
Seth  Asare,  Don  Haynes;  laypersons 
Angel  Toro;  the  Rev.  Ralph  and 
Nell  Mohney;  Bishop  Richard 
Wilke  (Little  Rock  Area);  and  other 
bishops  challenge  people  to  reach 
out  to  God’s  future  and  “dream 
God’s  dream.” 

Vision  2000  launch  events  are 
gala  occasions. 

Warm  welcomes  from  parking  lot 
attendants,  to  greeters,  to  cabinet 


Great  congregational 
singing,  instrumental 
music  and  multiple 
choirs  provide  an 
appropriate  backdrop. 


members  and  their  spouses  prepare 
members  for  the  powerful  spiritual 
experiences  they  will  share. 

Great  congregational  singing,  in¬ 
strumental  music  and  multiple 
choirs  provide  an  appropriate  back¬ 
drop  for  the  hope-filled  messages. 

Following  a  modem  miracle  of 
feeding  thousands  in  30  to  40  min¬ 
utes,  participants  divide  themselves 
among  the  six  to  eight  evangelism 
models  being  offered. 

These  give  up  to  a  90-minute 
“preview,”  of  what  they  can  choose 
when  they  return  for  a  full  day  of 
instruction. 

Retired  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr., 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  for  Evangelism,  recent¬ 
ly  wrote:  “Vision  2000  has  made  a 
greater  spiritual  impact  upon  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  than  anything  else  I 
have  witnessed  in  my  nearly  50 
years  of  ministry." 

Mr.  Mohney  is  a  director  of  Vi¬ 
sion  2000  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Second  of  six  parts 


TRTMTTY  B,BLE 

mill  11  I  STUDIES 
1-800-848-2131 


SALES:Church  products. 

Earn  up  to  $1000  commissions  or 
more  per  sale  in  your  own  business. 
Must  be  capable  of  conducting  sales 
meetings  for  small  groups.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  AFCS,  Room  207,  6  East  Ran¬ 
dolph  Street,  Chicago,  IL  60601. 
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Church 
as  the 

family  of  God 

I  see  my  church  as  the  family  of  God  and  build  the  church  by  estab¬ 
lishing  a  Korean  American  Christian  family.  There  are  Koreans, 
Americans  and  second  generation  Koreans  in  our  church.  In  our  local 
church  Koreans  are  the  majority  and  Americans  are  the  minority. 
There  is  a  cultural  diversity  in  our  church  but  we  find  a  unity  of  family 
during  worship  services. 

American  husbands  usually  join  the  main  worship  service  (which  is 
the  Korean  worship  service  that  can  be  heard  in  English  through  head¬ 
phones)  because  they  want  to  worship  with  their  families.  One  of  them 
also  wanted  to  have  a  family  Sunday  school.  Here,  I  found  their  need  to 
build  up  their  family  unity.  Then  I  set  the  goal  of  my  ministry  to  build 
up  the  Korean  American  Christian  family. 

In  addition  to  the  Sunday  worship  service,  I  preach  in  Korean  and 
English  on  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Sunday  evening  services.  We  try  to 
run  a  bi-lingual  church  program  as  much  as  we  can.  On  Monday  eve¬ 
ning  we  have  a  small  class  leader’s  meeting.  We  have  10  leaders  who 
participate  in  the  leader’s  meeting  including  two  from  Lake  Charles 
who  lead  small  class  Bible  study  and  Sunday  worship  service  and  two 
American  leaders  who  are  going  to  lead  American  small  class  Bible 
study.  There  are  four  class  meetings  now  but  I  expect  to  have  15  small 
class  meetings  three  years  from  now.  The  leaders  study  the  Bible  and 
share  what  they  have  learned  from  the  class  with  others.  This  way, 
they  are  growing  and  learning  to  teach  the  Bible  in  small  classes.  The 
leaders’  training  is  the  backbone  of  my  ministry. 

Since  we  have  different  cultural  backgrounds,  we  require  more  work 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole  congregation,  but  I  have  found  ways 
which  are  exciting  for  me  to  serve  this  bi-cultural  church  in  many  ways. 
First,  we  can  celebrate  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  different  cultural 
ways.  For  example,  we  bring  Korean  and  American  dishes  and  desserts 
when  we  celebrate  Easter.  It  makes  an  international  feast.  Second,  the 
-  culture  is  the  avenue  to  reach  out  to  different  races  such  as  Korean  as 
well  as  Americans.  Third,  bi-cultural  church  is  the  place  to  practice  the 
lifestyle  of  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a  model  and  we  are  able  to  influence 
society  to  become  better. 

In  this  way,  I  try  to  build  the  Korean  American  Christian  family 
through  bi-lingual  worship  services  and  small  class  Bible  fellowships. 


Rev.  Issac  G.  Moon, 
pastor,  Leesville 
Korean  UMC 


Shown  are  some  of  the  participants  in  "Showcasing  Our  Future"  a 
show  held  recently  at  Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Sponsors  were 
the  UMW,  the  children,  youth  and  young  adult  ministries.  Partici¬ 
pants,  not  pictured,  include  the  Rev.  Freddie  Flenderson,  pastor, 
who  played  the  drums  and  TV  anchorwoman,  Nancy  Parker  of 
WAFB,  Channel  9  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Members  of  First  UMC,  Bossier  City,  with  Rev.  Danny  Gleason,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor,  pictured  above,  recently  visited  MacDonell  UM 
Children's  Services  campus  during  the  All-Youth  Mission  Study/ 
Work  Tour  of  Louisiana. 


Thirsty  citizens  in  the  Midwest  whose  homes  were  flooded  got  help 
from  Louisiana.  Shown  here  before  a  load  of  pure  drinking  water 
left  Baton  Rouge  District  for  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  are,  FROM  LEFT, 
Rev.  John  Johns,  pastor,  Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  C.  Rich¬ 
ard  Hoffpauir,  district  superintendent,  and  Ken  Midyett,  truck  own¬ 
er  and  member  of  Jefferson  who  volunteered  his  truck  and  time. 
From  Sager-Brown  in  the  Acadiana  District  and  from  Shreveport 
District,  water  also  was  delivered  to  the  Midwest. 


Louisiana  mobilizes  to  assist 
neighbors  in  soggy  midwest 

Louisiana  Conference  churches  Teams  being  organized 


and  groups  are  mobilizing  to  go  to 
the  midwest  to  help  persons  suffer¬ 
ing  from  the  floods. 

From  Ruston  District,  Walter 
Braswell  and  Chuck  Wells,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Salem  UMC,  left  Aug.  7  for 
Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin. 

The  two  of  them  have  helped  a 
great  deal  at  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  in  Baldwin.  “We 
got  the  name  of  someone  who  had 
come  down  to  help  us  with  Hurricane 
Andrew  and  called  them  to  see  if  they 
had  storm  damage,”  Braswell  said. 
“They  said  they  had  no  damage  but 
some  other  people  in  the  area  did.” 

The  two  men  also  have  been  in 
touch  with  UMCOR  workers  in  the 
area. 

Self-sufficient 

“We’ll  be  there  a  full  week  and 
will  probably  make  other  trips  up 
there,”  Braswell  mentioned.  “We’ll 
be  self-sufficient,  taking  everything 
we  need,  so  nobody  will  have  to 
waste  time  looking  after  us.” 

Pastor  of  Salem,  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott, 
who  is  district  coordinator  for  disaster 
relief,  and  Rev.  James  Poole,  Ruston 
district  superintendent,  have  talked  of 
having  a  Volunteers  in  Mission  group 
go  to  the  flooded  area  early  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  inviting  anyone  who  would 
like  to  join  them. 

A  work  team  of  the  staff  of  Sager- 
Brown  will  go  to  be  part  of  the  flood 
disaster  response  from  Aug.  22  to  30 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Baldwin  Mayor  Wayne  Breaux 
and  Lonnie  Simoneaux,  who  have 
been  so  helpful  at  Sager-Brown,  are 
to  take  more  water  from  Baldwin 
and  Dulac  to  Wesley  Acres  Elder 
Care  Center,  where  Sager-Brown 
earlier  sent  fresh  drinking  water. 

Coats  needed 
by  Armenians 

As  summer  slips  away  in  Arme¬ 
nia  and  other  parts  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  refugees  and  civilians 
fear  freezing  temperatures  without 
fuel,  coats,  clothes,  blankets  or  oth¬ 
er  winter  necessities. 

In  response  to  the  upcoming 
emergency,  the  UM  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  is  asking  church 
members  to  donate  at  least  100,000 
winter  coats. 

Coats  of  all  sizes  for  children  and 
adults  should  be  shipped,  along 
with  $5  per  coat  to  cover  shipping 
costs,  to  the  Service  Center,  500 
Main  St.,  New  Windsor,  MD 
21776,  no  later  than  Oct.  1 . 

Most  of  the  350,000  refugees  who 
fled  other  former  Soviet  republics 
arrived  in  Armenia  with  nothing  ex¬ 
cept  the  clothing  they  had  on.  Last 
winter  they  cut  down  trees  in  parks 
and  town  squares. 

Individuals  may  make  contribu¬ 
tions  by  putting  a  separate  check  in 
the  collection  plate  at  the  local 
church.  Make  the  check  payable  to 
the  local  church  and  in  the  memo 
put  the  Advance  No.  250225-8. 


Work  teams  are  being  organized  for 
September  through  November  to  go 
from  Sager-Brown  and  St. 
Mary  Parish.  Persons  interested  in 
participating  should  contact  Rev. 
Don  Morgan  at  Sager-Brown,  (318) 
923-4339,  or  Rev.  Bill  Rowell  at  First 
UMC  Franklin,  (318)  828-5259. 

From  Shreveport  District,  where 
Rev.  Danny  Gleason  is  disaster  re¬ 
lief  coordinator,  money  and  sup¬ 
plies  collected  for  flooded  areas 
were  consolidated  at  two  churches 
and  readied  for  transporting  to  the 
midwest. 

Individuals  and  churches  in  the 
area  around  Christ  UMC  Shreve¬ 
port,  dropped  contributions  off 
there.  Rev.  Trent  Palmer  III,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor,  and  Lynn  McWhorter, 
director  of  student  ministry,  were  in 
charge  of  the  collections. 

Bossier  City  people  took  items  to 
Asbury  UMC  where  Rev.  Jerry  Hil- 
bun  is  pastor. 

Cleaners  and  shoes 

“Since  we  received  money,  I 
called  UMCOR  to  Find  out  what 
was  needed,”  Palmer  said.  “They 
asked  us  to  take  our  stuff  to  Mound 
City,  Mo.,  where  warehouses  are 
empty.  They  said  they  couldn’t  buy 
cleaning  supplies  and  that  they  need 
canvas  shoes  because  people  can 
walk  around  in  them  in  the  mud 
and  then  clean  them. 

“We  got  some  shoes  at  low  cost  at 
craft  stores  and  the  Salvation  Army 
is  looking  for  some.  We’re  buying 
cleaning  supplies. 

“The  Salvation  Army  also  asked 
us  to  take  some  items  they  collected 
—  baby  formula,  first  aid  and  other 
supplies  —  on  our  truck.  Magic 
Mountain  Water  Co.  said  they 
would  fill  the  rest  of  the  truck  with 
water. 

“Vernon  Rich,  a  member  of  our 
church,  who  always  knows  how  to 
get  stuff,  has  gotten  a  truck  and  he 
and  some  others  are  going  to  drive 
to  Mound  City  to  make  the  deliv¬ 
ery,”  Palmer  added. 

The  truck  was  scheduled  to  leave 
Aug.  5. 


Around 
the  Conference 

Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches, 
where  Rev.  James  Graham  is  pastor, 
will  celebrate  its  127th  anniversary 
Sunday,  Aug.  15.  A  service  set  for  3 
p.m.  will  be  held  at  the  comer  of 
Fifth  and  St.  Denis  streets,  site  of 
the  first  Methodist  church  in  Natch¬ 
itoches.  Speaker  will  be  Rev.  Donald 
R.  Avery,  Alexandria  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

*  *  * 

With  the  theme,  “The  Bible, 
God’s  Call  to  Love,”  St.  Peter, 
UMC,  Baker,  had  what  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Laurence  E.  Hall  calls  a  “mile¬ 
stone  Vacation  Bible  School.”  More 
than  75  children  and  20  adults  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  five-day  school. 


Pharr  members  inspired 


as  chapel  is ' 

“The  congregation  of  Pharr  Cha¬ 
pel  UMC,  Morgan  City,  was  in¬ 
spired  at  a  service  recently  after 
having  been  “re-spired,”  Rev.  T.  R. 
Bergeron  Sr.,  pastor,  said.  "The 
church  had  been  “ex-spired"  by 
Hurricane  Andrew"  which  not  only 
marred  the  structure’s  tall  spire  but 
also  did  extensive  damage  to  other 
areas  of  the  church. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bergeron  and 
some  other  persons  chose  to  stay  at 
the  church  on  the  “awesome  night” 
of  the  hurricane  that  swept  through 
South  Louisiana  and  Florida. 

Repairs  to  the  church  are  just 
now  being  completed  about  one 
year  after  the  storm.  The  church  has 
new  roofs  on  the  sanctuary,  educa¬ 
tional  building,  parsonage  and  rent 
house. 

The  interior  of  the  sanctuary  has 
been  repainted,  the  organ  repaired, 
new  pews  installed  and  some  hym¬ 
nals  replaced.  New  pew  cushions 
are  being  readied. 

The  exterior  of  the  sanctuary  has 
new  siding  and  the  educational 
building  features  new  ceilings  in 
many  rooms. 

Philip  Thomas  and  committee 
worked  with  the  contractor,  Stan 


-spired' 


Gall  Jr.  Inc  of  Crowley,  and  the  in¬ 
surance  company  in  getting  the  re¬ 
pairs  made. 


PHOTO  BV  DON  EMPIE  THE  DAIEV  REVIEW 

Allen  Daigle,  cochair,  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Pharr  Chapel  UMC, 
Morgan  City,  and  the  Rev.  T.  R. 
Bergeron  Sr.,  pastor,  watch  as 
the  new  church  spire  is  installed. 


VISION  2000  is  alive  in  St.  Joseph,  La.,  where  members  of  First  UM 
Church  are  wearing  t-shirts  with  an  "Inviting  Congregation"  logo. 
Betty  Anthony  had  the  idea  for  the  shirts  in  various  bright  colors. 
Rev.  David  Sheehan,  pastor,  and  members  of  all  ages  liked  the  idea. 

Input  requested  for  plans 
of  Camp  Istrouma  facilities 


Interviews  and  research  are  to 
precede  the  drawing  up  of  long- 
range  plans  for  buildings,  landscap¬ 
ing,  playing  fields  and  other  facili¬ 
ties  for  Camp  Istrouma  in  Baton 
Rouge  District,  Bob  Sides,  a  trustee 
and  member  of  the  Long  Range 
Planning  Committee,  said. 

Trustees  and  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  camp  au¬ 
thorized  the  employment  of  Reich 
Associates,  Baton  Rouge  landscape 
architectural  firm,  to  draw  up  the 
plans. 

Employees  of  the  firm  will  inter¬ 
view  campers,  counselors,  parents, 
staff  and  board  members  before 
they  develop  a  comprehensive  plan. 


Preliminary  drawings  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  board  meeting  on  Oct. 
16. 

Persons  desiring  to  have  input  are 
asked  to  contact  Dr.  Robert  Reich, 
(504)  766-5610,  or  Rev.  Bill  Eu¬ 
banks.  Camp  Istrouma  board  chair, 
(504)888-1155. 

At  a  called  meeting  dealing  with 
the  project.  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoff¬ 
pauir,  superintendent  of  Baton 
Rouge  District  and  chair  of  a 
screening  committee  to  choose  a 
firm,  reported  on  the  committee’s 
selection. 

Eubanks  said  long-range  planning 
had  been  discussed  for  years  and  is 
needed  for  the  camp. 


Dick  Anders,  LEFT,  director  of  Church  Relations  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  and  Rev.  Sam  Hook,  RIGHT,  vice  president  for  Development, 
presented  a  Bishop's  Honor  Roll  Certificate  to  Norvie  and  Davicl 
Lawrence,  at  First  UMC,  Vivian,  La.  The  couple  contributed  to  the 
Hart-Lawrence  Scholarship  at  the  college.  Current  recipient  is  Sam 
Goodwin  of  Vivian. 


Many  of  the  children  were  from  un¬ 
churched  families  and  have  indicat¬ 
ed  an  interest  in  Sunday  school,  the 
minister  said. 

Last  month,  staff  members  and 
youths  attended  an  all-day  session 
aimed  at  understanding  and  solving 
the  “Black  Male  Crisis  in  America.” 
Legal  and  professional  persons 
served  as  resource  leaders.  Sherry 
Smith  was  coordinator. 

*  *  * 

During  a  worship  service  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Aug.  15,  Lakeview  UMC, 
Shreveport  will  honor  members  who 
have  belonged  to  the  church  for  50 
years.  These  include  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Brooks  Brewer,  Hazel  Daniels,  J.  A. 
Dauzat  Jr.,  Viola  Brown  Garrett, 


Gladys  Parsley  Haywood,  Mildred 
Kee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmett  Kelly, 
Dorothy  Parsley  and  Virginia  Rec¬ 
tor. 

Former  members  and  friends  also 
will  be  honored.  Pastor  of  the 
church  is  Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards. 

In  Memoriam 

Paul  Thomas  Green,  husband  of 
Kathi  Breazeale,  former  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  (youth  minis¬ 
tries)  was  killed  in  a  rock-climbing 
accident  in  July. 

Kathi’s  address  is  2921  Garey, 
Apt.  2,  Pomona.  CA  91767. 
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Interpretive  Analysis 


However,  that  the  bill  worked  its 
way  through  the  Parliament’s  cum¬ 
bersome  legislative  process  at  all  is 
revealing.  Unrest  is  widespread  re¬ 
garding  activities — aggressive  orga¬ 
nizational  methods,  misleading 
“prosperity  Gospel”  preaching, 
growth  of  cults — conducted  under 
the  umbrella  of  religion  but  increas¬ 
ingly  viewed  as  harming  the  coun¬ 
try's  fragile  social  fabric. 

Hence,  it  would  be  a  mistake  for 
U.S.  Christians  either  to  underreact 
OR  overreact  to  the  Russian  Parlia¬ 
ment’s  effort  to  crack  down  on  out¬ 
side  religious  activity  in  that  nation. 

Ponder  implications 

Rather,  Christian  mission  work¬ 
ers — individuals,  congregations  and 
general  church  agencies — commit¬ 
ted  to  working  in  Russia  should  se¬ 
riously  ponder  the  implications  of 
that  country’s  societal  free-fall  since 
the  Iron  Curtain’s  collapse. 

Following  are  some  of  the  most 
pertinent  implications: 

1)  Russia  is  not  the  United  States 
of  America. 

If  this  obvious  fact  wasn’t  recog¬ 
nized  before,  it  must  be  now.  Any¬ 
one  who  is  or  hopes  to  be  in 
Christian  mission  inside  Russia 
must  come  to  grips  with  basic  dif¬ 
ferences  between  its  culture  and 


ours.  Among  the  most  fundamental 
differences,  reflected  by  the  recent 
religion-related  legislation,  is  Rus¬ 
sians’  understanding  of  religious 
freedom  and  its  value  to  society. 

2)  Russian  Orthodoxy  has  a  proud 
1,005-year-old  heritage. 

Again,  this  fact  is  repeatedly 
overlooked  in  connection  with  ef¬ 
forts  to  “take  the  Gospel  to  Rus¬ 
sia.”  The  point  of  mentioning  it. 
however,  appears  to  have  been  lost 
on  some  zealous  Christians.  One 
risks  profound  offense  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  people  and  deep  embarrass¬ 
ment  to  the  whole  Christian  family 
by  falsely  assuming  that  theirs  is  a 
nonbelieving  culture. 

3)  The  current  official  toleration  of 
Christian  groups  working  in  Russia 
with  indigenous  staffs  but  foreign 
bases  and/or  directions,  including 
many  United  Methodist  groups, 
should  not  be  taken  for  granted. 

United  Methodist  mission  offi¬ 
cials  have  reassuringly  pointed  out 
that  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  registered  with  the  government 
and  that  its  working  relationships 
with  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
are  sound.  Other  church  groups  can 
make  similar  claims.  But  one  dares 
not  forget:  In  the  great  sweep  of 
Russian  history,  the  current  climate 
of  religious  tolerance  is  the  excep¬ 


Russia's  new 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Editor-at-large 

Christians  who  regard  the  former 
Soviet  Union  as  a  wide-open  mis¬ 
sion  field  "ripe  for  the  harvest" 
dare  not  ignore  a  warning  shot  fired 
recently  by  the  Russian  Federa¬ 
tion’s  Parliament. 

The  shot  came  in  the  form  of  a 
newly  adopted  bill  that  would  ban 
“religious-missionary,  publishing  or 
advertising-propaganda  activity”  by 
outside  religious  organizations  and 
individuals.  Only  those  groups  and 
people  approved  (registered)  by  the 
government  would  be  allowed  to  en¬ 
gage  in  religious  activity. 

Ominous  mood 

Although  President  Boris  Yeltsin 
last  week  asked  the  Russian  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  tone  down  the  measure, 
legislators  still  may  attempt  to  pass 
it  into  law  as  originally  written. 

That  possibility  reflects  an  ominous 
mood  at  the  highest  levels  of  both 
church  and  state  in  Russia. 

That  mood:  Something  must  be 
done  about  unrestrained  and  ex¬ 
ploitative  proselytizing  activities  by 
foreign  religious  workers. 

This  “things  are  getting  out  of 
hand”  attitude  reflects  more  than 
an  expression  of  sour  grapes  by 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  leaders 
who  promoted  the  bill.  The  huge  in¬ 
flux  of  outside  church  workers  since 
the  Soviet  demise  has  been  a  well- 
known  irritant  to  Orthodox  leaders. 


bill 


on 


religion  a  warning  to  be  heeded 


tion.  Efforts  such  as  the  recent  law 
to  restrain  religion  are  more  the 
rule. 

4)  Even  if  United  Methodist  ef¬ 
forts  are  somehow  “safe”  for  the 
time  being,  the  prospect  of  other  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups — both  indige¬ 
nous  and  foreign — being  excluded  on 
religious  grounds  poses  a  potential 
ethical  dilemma. 

The  dilemma:  Do  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  speak  out  for  religious  freedom 
for  others  and  thereby  risk  losing  our 
own  secure  standing  and  the  opportu¬ 
nities  for  mission  that  such  standing 
permits?  In  other  words,  will  we  be 
safe  or  will  we  be  faithful?  Will  it  be 
possible  to  be  both? 

Even  if  actual  choices  cannot  be 
stated  in  such  black-and-white 
terms,  can  we  ever  challenge  what 
we  perceive  to  be  an  unjust  Russian 
law  without  threatening  our  own  in- 
• terests? 

Wise  as  serpents 

Whatever  the  outcome  of  the 
pending  Russian  legislation  regarding 
religious  freedom,  Christians  must  be 
“wise  as  serpents”  in  recognizing  that 
the  proposed  law  signals  what  is  sure 
to  be  one  of  many  confounding 
twists  and  turns  on  that  country’s 
journey  toward  social  reform. 

But  our  faith  tells  that  we  must  also 
be  “innocent  as  doves”  in  responding 
to  what  remains  one  of  the  most  chal¬ 
lenging  and  potentially  fruitful  mis¬ 
sion  opportunities  of  our  time. 


STAFF  PHOTO  BV  MIXE  CLEMENTS 

MOSCOW — A  Russian  boy  praying  during  Protestant  worship  sym¬ 
bolizes  the  resurgence  of  long-repressed  faith  since  the  1991  fall  of 
communism.  However,  a  new  Russian  law  restricting  missionary  ac¬ 
tivity  is  a  warning  shot  to  religious  freedom  that  shouldn't  be  ig¬ 
nored  (see  interpretive  analysis  at  left). 


I  think  UMC  was  right 
to  dump  its  K  mart  stock 


I  read  with  deep  concern  the  Rev. 
Esther  Wheeler's  criticism  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits  for  di¬ 
vesting  from  K.  mart  (see  UMR,  July 
23).  K. ,  mart  owns  Waldenbooks, 
which  in  turn  is  one  of  the  leading 
retailers  of  pornography  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Ms.  Wheeler  contended  the  pen¬ 
sion  board’s  action  is  censorship. 
But  censorship  is  also  a  way  of  re¬ 
quiring  individuals  to  behave  in  a 
responsible  manner  and  not  inflict 
the  general  public  with  literature 
or  art  that  is  considered  offensive 
to  their  taste  or  morals. 

Since  it  is  money  that  drives  the 
pornography  train,  what  better 
way  to  say  to  K  mart  as  our  pen¬ 
sions  board  has  said:  “Since  you 
refuse  to  get  out  of  the  pornogra¬ 
phy  business,  we  will  withdraw 
our  investment  of  $23  million 
from  your  company.” 

Thank  God  for  the  men  and 
women  who  had  the  courage  to 
take  such  action. 

Billy  R.  Sharp 
Seagraves,  Texas 

Amen! 

May  I  add  my  enthusiastic 
“Amen”  to  Bishop  Rueben  P. 
Job’s  efforts  to  help  The  United 
Methodist  Church  “set  its  sail  to 
catch  the  Spirit's  wind”  (see 
UMR,  July  16). 

United  Methodists  should  take 
full  advantage  of  the  helps  that  are 
sure  to  come  through  the  new  Inter¬ 
national  Center  for  Christian  Spiri¬ 
tuality.  Its  aims  are  clearly  according 
to  the  mind  of  Christ,  and  we  need 
to  become  as  attentive  as  the  disci¬ 
ples  hearing  Jesus  when  he  gave 
them  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 
Spokane,  Washington 

I  was  saddened 

Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  story,  “Mexi¬ 
can  Methodists  will  remember  ‘Se- 
fior  Bob’ "  (see  UMR,  July  1 6)  was 
a  tribute  to  a  dedicated  layperson.  I 
was  greatly  saddened  by  the  double 
grief  his  wife,  the  Rev.  Claire  Chil¬ 
dress,  has  had  to  bear,  the  loss  of 
her  husband  and  the  loss  of  a  par¬ 
ish.  The  congregation  that  didn’t 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


want  her  as  their  pastor  failed  to  be 
the  church — Christ’s  body. 

As  a  clergywoman  I  am  dis¬ 
tressed  that  some  laity  in  our  de¬ 
nomination  have  such  a  limited 
understanding  of  ordination, 
keeping  them  from  experiencing 
the  gifts  of  women  whom  God  has 
called.  The  pain  caused  by  that 
narrow  and  long-outdated  think¬ 
ing  is  inestimable. 

I  pray  for  Ms.  Childress  and  all 
clergywomen,  that  despite  obsta¬ 
cles  we  will  not  forget  who  has 
called  us  to  serve. 

Louise  Stowe  Johns 
Montgomery,  Alabama 

Masonry  decision 

United  Methodists  should  take 
note  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  that  Masonry  is  not  incom¬ 
patible  with  Christianity.  The 
board’s  report  was  overwhelming¬ 
ly  adopted  at  the  recent  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  gathering  in 
Houston. 

Freemasonry  is  not  a  religion 
never  was  a  religion.  It  certainly  is 
not  anti-religion — all  Masons 
must  profess  a  belief  in  God,  and 
most  of  them  are  active  members 
and  workers  in  their  churches. 

Masonic  charities  run  more  than 
500  million  dollars  each  year  for 
crippled  children,  burned  children, 
speech,  hearing  and  language  prob¬ 
lems,  eye  foundations,  orphan 
homes,  scholarships  for  needy  stu¬ 
dents,  and  many  other  smaller  char¬ 
ities,  at  no  cost  to  the  needy  and  for 
all  races  and  religions. 

I  am  nearly  88  years  old  and  have 
been  a  Methodist  all  my  life  and  a 
Mason  for  63  years  and  it  has  nev¬ 
er  interfered  with  my  religion. 
Robert  E.  House 
Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  " letters  to  the  Editor/'  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 
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Layman's  effort  helps  keep  Russia's  door  open 


News  of  the  Russian  parliament’s 
recent  adoption  of  a  bill  to  restrain 
church  work  by  foreigners  hit  me 
hard.  I  couldn’t  help  feeling  concern 
for  many  friends  I’ve  made  during 
the  last  two  years,  Russians  and 
Americans,  who  might  be  adversely 
affected  if  the  bill  becomes  law. 

It  was  reassuring,  therefore,  to 
hear  from  one  of  those  friends  and 
to  learn  of  his  plans  to  “keep  on 
keepin’  on.”  In  fact,  if  doors  remain 
open  in  Russia  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  engage  in  mission  there,  that 
friend,  David  Stone,  deserves  a 
chunk  of  the  credit. 

David,  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  from  Shreveport,  La.,  has  been 
a  key  figure  since  1989  in  organizing 
exchange  visits  between  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Russian  people,  some  who 
are  Christians  and  others  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  learning  more  about 
Christianity. 

He  calls  his  approach  “lifestyle 
Christianity.”  It’s  based  on  his  be¬ 
lief  that  the  most  appealing  aspect 
of  our  faith  is  “the  life  we  live,  not 
the  creed  we  profess.”  Hence,  sim¬ 
ple  one-on-one  contact  between 
practicing  Christians  and  Russian 
seekers  is,  in  his  judgment,  the  most 
effective  way  to  build  relationships 


Faithfully  yours 


f  Editor-at-large 
Stephen  L.  Swecker 
covers  the  church 
in  Russia  for  the 
Reporter. 
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grounded  in  mutual  respect  and  un¬ 
derstanding. 

I’ve  seen  enough  to  believe  Da¬ 
vid’s  approach  works.  He,  his  Rus¬ 
sian  colleagues  and  countless 
United  Methodists  who  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  his  exchange  programs 
have  earned  the  trust  of  both  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  Church  leaders  and 
government  officials.  Our  denomi¬ 
nation’s  mission  agency  has  shown 
its  confidence  in  his  efforts  by  mak¬ 
ing  grants  to  encourage  them. 

David’s  way  surely  isn’t  the  only 
way  for  United  Methodists  to  be  in 
mission  in  Russia.  Countless  others, 
including  leaders  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion’s  mission  board,  some  annual 
conferences,  congregations  and  oth¬ 


er  enterprising  individuals  have 
made  similarly  vital  contributions 
to  extending  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  witness  in  Russia. 

But  his  is  a  way  that  I  think  has 
passed  two  vital  tests:  First,  it  effec¬ 
tively  witnesses  to  Christianity  as  a 
practical  and  exciting  way  of  life. 
Second,  it  promotes  good  will 
among  the  Russian  people. 

I  particularly  liked  the  sound  of 
David’s  current  venture.  I  pass  it 
along  as  yet  another  way  some  of  us 
can  contribute  to  a  positive  climate 
for  continuing  our  Christian  witness 
in  Russia  and  to  helping  keep  the 
doors  open  for  others  to  do  likewise. 

Specifically,  he  is  inviting  United 
Methodist  businessmen  to  a  first-of- 
its-kind  “American-Russian  busi¬ 
ness  summit”  Oct.  9-19  in  Moscow. 
Its  purpose:  to  promote  ties  based 
on  ethical  ways  of  doing  business  in 
Russia.  Participants  will  meet  with 
“reliable”  potential  Russian  busi¬ 
ness  partners,  ranking  government 
officials  and  experts  in  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  Russia. 


David  Stone 

. . .  leads  U.S.-Russian  exchanges. 


Information  is  available  by  writing 
Stone  and  Associates,  6007  Financial 
Plaza,  Suite  107,  Shreveport,  La. 
71129  or  calling  (318)  686-8445  by 
Sept.  1. 

—STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 


What  others  are  saying 


“Christian  discipleship  is  a  haz¬ 
ardous  occupa¬ 
tion.  It  is  not  an 
accident  the  cross 
is  the  symbol  of 
our  faith.  Some¬ 
times  when  we 
take  up  the  cross 
to  follow  Jesus  we 
get  wounded.” 

— The  Rev.  Zan 
Holmes,  Dallas,  speaking  to  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Congress. 

*  *  * 

“It  will  be  impossible  for  congrega¬ 
tions  to  be  inclusive  of  traditional  and 
non-traditional  families  unless  and 
until  those  who  lead  and  those  who 
participate  in  congregations  recognize 
that  it  is  the  church — and  not  a  bio¬ 
logical  family  unit — that  is  the  first 
family  of  all  baptized  Christians.” 

— The  Rev.  Janet  Fishburn,  writing 
in  “Open  Hands,”  the  quarterly 
journal  of  the  Reconciling  Congrega¬ 
tions  program. 
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“Precisely  because  God  really  has 
come  to  us,  rather  than  remaining 
aloof  from  human  life,  we  can  be 
bold  to  witness  in  words  that  ex¬ 
press  and  nurture  contemporary 
faith  . . .  Because  the  Trinity  is  a  liv¬ 
ing  reality  that  embraces  us  and  no 
mere  abstract  doctrine,  we  are  not 
bound  by  liturgical  formulations  of 
the  past.  We  are  free  and  responsi¬ 
ble  to  offer  God  praise  with  the  best 
language  we  know." 

— Worship  expert  Ruth  C.  Duck, 
writing  in  “Christian  Century.” 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“If  you  sow  to  your  own  flesh, 
you  will  reap  corruption  from  the 
flesh;  but  if  you  sow  to  the  Spirit, 
you  will  reap  eternal  life  from  the 
Spirit.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  2  Peter  3:18) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  15 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 33 
Monday:  Genesis  45:1-3 
Tuesday:  Genesis  45:4-9 
Wednesday:  Genesis  45:10-15 
Thursday:  Romans  11:1  -2a 
Friday:  Romans  1 1 :29-32 
Saturday:  Matthew  15:21-28 
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Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term  $100 

4.80% 

1  year  term  $100 

3.00% 

Flexible  $100 

2.50% 

*Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  ot  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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FLOOD  RELIEF:  United  Methodists  who 
want  to  volunteer  for  flood  clean-up  assign¬ 
ments  should  make  sure  they  have  tetanus 
shots,  cleaning  tools  and  supplies,  work  clothes 
such  as  boots  and  gloves,  and  either  surgical  or 
painting  masks  to  protect  against  diseases  from 
flood  waters.  So  says  Wendy  Whiteside,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  spokeswoman. 
Teams  wanting  to  go  to  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Mis¬ 
souri  and,  later,  Illinois,  should  contact  UM- 
COR  disaster  consultant  Larry  Acton  at  (405) 
525-2252,  ext.  102.  Information  is  available 
from  the  UMCOR  flood  hotline,  1-800-554- 
8583.  Financial  aid  to  flood  victims  can  be  giv¬ 
en  through  Advance  No.  901690-5. 


WHOSE  ETHICS?  Clergy  ranked  second 
among  professions  in  a  recent  USA  Today/ 
CNN/Gallup  poll  about  consumer  trustworthi¬ 
ness.  Pharmacists  came  in  first,  with  65  percent 
of  those  surveyed  giving  them  “very  high”  or 
“high”  ethical  ratings.  Clergy  received  similar 
ratings  from  53  percent  of  those  surveyed,  one 
percentage  point  above  college  teachers  and  two 
points  above  medical  doctors. 


FIRM  REINSTATED:  General  Electric 

Co.,  which  recently  sold  its  aerospace  division 
to  Martin  Marietta,  is  again 
eligible  for  the  investment 
portfolio  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  pen- 
|  sion  agency.  The  report  of 
GE’s  withdrawal  from  pro¬ 
duction  of  nuclear  weapons 
and  its  return  to  the  “ap¬ 
proved”  list  was  greeted 
warmly  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits. 


GE  logo 


VIEW  WITH  ALARM:  Methodists  in 

Great  Britain  view  with  alarm  the  proposal  to 
eliminate  all  restrictions  on  Sunday  trade,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  British  conference  newspaper.  Parlia¬ 
ment  will  vote  later  this  year  on  four  options 
ranging  from  total  deregulation  to  a  plan  of  re¬ 
stricted  openings  with  heavy  fines  for  violators. 
Even  the  latter,  termed  “a  fair  and  practicable 
compromise”  in  the  “Methodist  Recorder’s”  edito¬ 
rial  column,  would  be  a  change  in  the  1 950  Shops 
Act,  which  has  withstood  29  attempts  at  revision. 


HEARING  SET:  Aug.  30  has  been  set  as  the 
date  for  a  hearing  before  the  Illinois  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Employment  Security  on  unemploy¬ 
ment  insurance  benefits  for  Chris  Mackey  of 
Wheeling,  Ill.  Ms.  Mackey  was  denied  unem¬ 
ployment  benefits  in  1989  after  her  termination 
by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  in  Evanston,  Ill.  The  board  contends  that 
it  is  exempt  from  paying  Illinois  unemployment 
insurance  benefits  because  it  is  a  church  agency. 
Ms.  Mackey  also  has  brought  a  federal  lawsuit 
against  the  pensions  board  alleging  sex  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  her  termination;  the  date  for  that 
hearing  is  pending. 

DISCUSS  SCIENCE,  FAITH:  Members 
of  United  Methodist  and  Free  Methodist 
churches  were  among  375  scientists,  engineers, 
theologians  and  laity  who  gathered  recently  in 
Moorhead,  Minn.,  to  discuss  “Science,  Technol¬ 
ogy  and  the  Christian  Faith.”  Clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  there  decided  to  form  an  interest  group 
called  Methodists  Involved  in  Science,  Technol¬ 
ogy  and  Theology  to  promote  dialogue  on  faith, 
science  and  technology. 

PREPARE  TO  REINVEST:  Directors  of 

the  nation’s  largest  church  pension  fund,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits,  have  begun  laying  plans  for  rein¬ 
vesting  in  South  Africa  when  that  country’s  reli¬ 
gious  and  anti-apartheid  leaders  call  for  an  end  to 
sanctions.  During  the  1980s,  the  agency  filed 
stockholder  actions  and  selectively  divested  hold¬ 
ings  from  firms  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 
Now  virtually  all  its  equity  holdings  are  in  firms 
that  subscribe  to  a  set  of  guidelines  for  ethical 
business  conduct  in  South  Africa. 


Focus 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 


'93:  Church  should  put  children  first 


NASHVILLE — The  way  we  treat  our 
children  shows  how  much  our  society  has 
decayed  morally,  both  inside  and  outside 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Speakers  repeated  that  warning  recently 
at  Focus  ’93,  a  once-every-four-years  train¬ 
ing  event  for  United  Methodist  leaders  of 
children’s  ministries.  The  gatherings,  first 
held  in  1985,  are  sponsored  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Under  the  overall  theme,  “One  By  One, 
All  God’s  Children,”  each  keynoter  in  his  or 
her  own  way  emphasized  to  the  1 ,200  par¬ 
ticipants  that  children’s  spiritual,  physical 
and  emotional  welfare  should  be  the  top  pri¬ 
ority  in  both  church  and  society. 

Participants  heard  from: 

■  Dr.  Fredia  Wadley,  metropolitan  Nash¬ 
ville  director  of  public  health,  who  spoke  on 
children’s  health.  Dr.  Wadley  was  a  last- 
minute  substitute  for  Dr.  Joycelyn  Elders, 
whose  confirmation  hearings  as  U.S.  Sur¬ 
geon  General  conflicted  with  the  event. 

■  Christian  educator  Carolyn  Brown,  who 
offered  a  “kaleidoscope"  of  ways  to  encour¬ 
age  children’s  participation  in  congregations; 

■  The  Rev.  Michael  E.  Williams,  co¬ 
pastor  of  Belle  Meade  (Tenn.)  United 
Methodist  Church  and  biblical  storyteller 
who  founded  the  United  Methodist  Acad¬ 
emy  for  Preaching. 

Dr.  Williams’  speech  on  the  conference’s 
final  full  day  brought  the  crowd  to  its  feet 
twice  as  he  outlined  a  plan  for  bringing  chil¬ 
dren  fully  into  the  life  of  local  congregations. 

He  asserted  that  local  congregations 
should: 

•f  Make  children  the  first  concern  in  all 
church  decisions. 

/  Be  more  concrete  in  worship,  espe¬ 
cially  in  baptism  and  communion.  “Chil¬ 
dren  understand  baptism  because  they 
understand  baths  and  they  understand 
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NASHVILLE — Tambourines  ring  as  youngsters  attending  Focus  '93  debut  a  new  children's  musical,  "FolkPsalms,''  com¬ 
posed  by  fames  Ritchie.  The  musical's  theme  lifts  up  the  Book  of  Psalms  as  songs  of  faith  meant  for  everyone,  including 
children.  The  musical  was  one  of  several  segments  of  the  four-day  conference  in  which  children  took  leadership  roles. 


communion  because  they  understand  tea 
parties,”  he  said. 

•f  Concentrate  less  on  words  and  more 
on  activity  that  includes  children,  such  as 
receiving  the  offering,  reading  Scripture, 
ushering  and  especially  performing  music. 

■f  Use  "children's  time”  before  a  ser¬ 
mon  to  prepare  children — and  adults — for 
the  sermon.  Children  should  stay  in  wor¬ 
ship  for  the  whole  service,  he  added. 


f  Value  repetition  as  a  teaching  tool 
for  children  and  adults. 

•/  Establish  a  “minyan”  (a  Jewish 
practice  designating  a  quorum  for  wor¬ 
ship)  of  having  at  least  one  child  present 
for  each  worship  service. 

“If  we  don’t  have  at  least  one  child  pres¬ 
ent  for  worship  we  should  all  go  home,” 
Dr.  Williams  asserted.  “Without  a  child, 
there  will  be  no  one  present  who  can  rec¬ 


ognize  the  breaking-in  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
because  adults  will  miss  it! 

“Your  children  are  your  surety  that  as 
you  teach  Scripture  to  them,  they’ll  teach 
it  to  you — and  not  even  God  knows  where 
that  will  lead!” 

The  four-day  conference  included  plena¬ 
ry  sessions  and  worship  services,  daily  Bi¬ 
ble  study  and  more  than  90  workshops  on 
topics  related  to  children’s  ministries. 


Mother  and  son  renew  faith  at  children's  conclave 


New  friends  turn  'weird' 
time  into  wonderful 

By  SEAN  D.  ACTLE 

NASHVILLE — When  I  first  got  to  the 
children’s  ministries  program,  it  felt  kind 
of  weird. 

I  was  around  all  these  kids  I  didn’t 
know.  I  started  to  get  over  feeling  weird 
when  I  made  some  new  friends. 

The  first  new  friend  I  made  was  Dustin 
Hefner.  He  introduced  himself  to  me. 

We  went  on  some  field  trips  to  the  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Tennessee  and  the  Upper  Room 
and  United  Methodist  Communications. 

I  liked  the  Upper  Room’s  big  stained 
glass  window  and  the  wood  carving  of  Je¬ 
sus  and  the  disciples  at  the  Last  Supper. 
The  disciples  were  in  threes  whispering  to 
each  other  because  Jesus  had  said  that  one 
of  his  disciples  would  betray  him.  Every¬ 
thing  around  the  disciples  was  knocked 
over  and  messed  up,  but  everything 
around  Jesus  was  calm. 

I  wanted  to  stay  and  read  the  Bible  verse 
on  the  stained  glass  window,  but  we  went 
through  there  too  fast. 

On  the  first  night  I  got  to  sit  at  the  press  ta¬ 
ble  with  my  mom.  So  I  interviewed  Dustin. 

Dustin  is  10  and  he  is  from  Lima,  Ohio. 
What  he  liked  about  the  children’s  minis¬ 
tries  was  the  field  trips.  He  liked  the  way 
the  counselors  organized  the  trips. 

The  one  thing  Dustin  said  he  would 
change  about  the  children’s  program  was 
that  the  counselors  should  let  the  kids  eat 
lunch  with  their  parents. 

One  night  in  worship  we  had  some 
grown-ups  and  children  as  water  carriers. 
The  water  was  poured  into  one  half  of  a 
big  clam  shell.  The  grown-ups  got  a  little 
shell  like  a  snail  shell  and  dipped  it  in  and 
took  out  some  water. 
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Then  they  took  positions  around  the 
room.  We  lined  up  to  dip  one  finger  in  the 
water  and  make  a  sign  anywhere  on  our 
bodies.  The  bishop  said  we  should  remem¬ 
ber  our  baptism  and  be  thankful. 

On  the  last  day  my  mom  and  I  went  to  a 
workshop  with  some  grown-ups  and  some 
children.  We  made  little  “children  of  God’’ 
symbols  out  of  shoelaces  and  wooden  beads. 
We  drew  smiley  faces  on  them.  We  could 
wear  them  as  necklaces  or  bracelets. 

Our  workshop  made  1,254  symbols.  The 
workshop  was  fun  because  we  sang  songs  I 
hardly  knew. 

The  last  worship  was  called  “Laughing 
with  Children.”  We  had  communion.  While 
the  servers  were  serving  communion  15 
pairs  of  grown-ups  and  children  went  with 
them.  Mom  and  I  were  one  of  the  pairs. 

When  people  were  done  with  commu¬ 
nion  we  gave  them  one  of  the  symbols  we 
had  made.  They  liked  them  very  much. 


'Wince-some'  becomes 
winsome  with  children 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

NASHVILLE — I  can’t  remember  an  as¬ 
signment  when  I’ve  winced  more. 

Despite  my  tries  at  professional  detach¬ 
ment,  I  kept  comparing  my  experiences  as 
parent,  worship  leader  and  Sunday  school 
teacher  to  the  words  I  heard  from  speakers 
at  Focus  ’93,  the  children’s  ministries  con¬ 
ference  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Among  them  were: 

Nashville  public  health  director  Dr.  Fredia 
Wadley:  “I’ll  lay  you  odds  that  you  don’t 
know  the  extent  of  drug  and  alcohol  prob¬ 
lems,  sex  education  problems  and  family 
problems  in  your  own  congregation.” 

Wince. 

Christian  educator  Carolyn  Brown: 
“Are  we  going  to  show  parents  the  new  ev¬ 
idence  that  all  our  Christian  education  ac¬ 
tivities  do  make  a  difference  in  children’s 
lives?  Are  we  going  to  force  them  to  make 
choices  on  the  relative  merits  of  sporting 
events  versus  Sunday  school?” 

Wince. 

The  Rev.  Michael  E.  Williams,  biblical 
storyteller:  “Children  in  leadership  is  an 
idea  the  church  has  failed  to  reclaim  be¬ 
cause  we’ve  been  influenced  by  a  culture 
that  says  children  aren’t  important  except 


as  property  or  as  consumers.” 
Wince. 


I  could  have  evaded  these  uncomfort¬ 
able  realizations  if  I  hadn’t  brought  along 
my  9-year-old  son,  Sean  (see  related  story 
at  left). 

Instead,  his  presence — and  the  presence 
of  the  other  150  children  at  the  confer¬ 
ence — taught  me: 

*  How  often  I  push  for  order  when  I 
should  relax  into  a  child’s  blessed  chaos, 
because,  as  Dr.  Williams  pointed  out,  it’s 
only  when  my  order  breaks  down  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  breaks  in; 

*  How  often  Christian  adults — I  among 
them — assume  that  our  children  will  ab¬ 
sorb  our  faith  by  osmosis,  when  in  fact  we 
need  to  transmit  our  faith  to  them  by  sto¬ 
ry,  song  and  deed. 

*  How  much  children  today  need  to 
have  their  best  interests  faithfully  protect¬ 
ed  and  promoted  by  caring  adults. 

By  the  time  of  the  final  workshop,  as  my 
son  and  I  sat  with  other  adults  and  chil¬ 
dren  stringing  big  wooden  beads  and  sing¬ 
ing  silly  songs,  I  had  recognized  the  truth 
in  the  words  of  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Seattle  Area),  the 
conference  preacher: 

“To  hold  the  hand  of  a  child  is  one  of 
God’s  greatest  gifts.  And  one  of  God’s 
greatest  commandments  is  to  love  them 
into  their  own  lives.  We  give  life  to  a  child 
and  find  our  own  lives  enriched.” 


"To  hold  the  hand  of  a  child  is  one  of 
God's  greatest  gifts.  And  one  of  God's 
greatest  commandments  is  to  love  them 
into  their  own  lives.  We  give  life  to  a  child 
and  find  our  own  lives  enriched." 

— Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell 


WCC  leader:  Unity  'lost  ground' 


AAsbury 

Theological 
at  Seminary 

President 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  seeks  a  presi¬ 
dent  to  lead  the  Seminary  into  a  future 
of  continuing  excellence  in  graduate 
theological  education,  increasing  part¬ 
nership  with  the  church  and  develop¬ 
ing  ministries  responsive  and  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  changing  needs  of  the 
world  and  the  local  church. 

Nominations  and  inquiries  should  be 
sent  by  October  1.  1993  to:  Dr.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  Chairman,  Presidential 
Search  Committee,  P.  O.  Box  802. 
Nicholasvillc,  KY  40340-0802  Fax: 
606/858-2199  Phone:  606/858-2202 

Applicants  should  submit  a  letter  of 
application,  complete  resume  with  three 
references  and  a  one-page  statement  of 
personal  Christian  faith  and  experience. 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

SANTIAGO  DE  COMPOSTE¬ 
LA,  Spain — For  centuries,  millions 
of  Christians  have  made  pilgrim¬ 
ages  to  this  city  to  the  tomb  that  re¬ 
portedly  bears  the  remains  of  Jesus’ 
apostle  James,  brother  of  John. 

Among  this  year’s  expected 
50,000  pilgrims  are  some  450  dele¬ 
gates,  consultants,  theologians,  ob¬ 
servers,  staff  and  press  attending 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
fifth  Faith  and  Order  Conference 
Aug.  3-14. 

At  least  50  have  come  from  North 
America,  and  some  30  are  from  the 
worldwide  Methodist  family. 

While  Faith  and  Order  is  the 
WCC  unit  that  deals  with  theology, 
ecclesiology  and  church  unity,  it  has 
not  had  a  global  meeting  since  1963 
in  Montreal. 

Some  argue  that  the  optimism  and 
design  for  theological  convergence 
displayed  in  Montreal,  in  the  glow  of 
Roman  Catholicism’s  Vatican  Coun¬ 
cil  II,  has  yet  to  make  itself  felt  in  the 
churches. 

“We’ve  lost  ground,”  said  the 


Rev.  Paul  Crow,  a  Faith  and  Order 
vice  moderator  and  chief  ecumenist 
for  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ)  in  the  U.S. 

Faith  and  Order  moderator  Mary 
Tanner,  in  her  opening  address,  said 
the  commission  must  “call  the 
churches  to  visible  unity  and  keep 
this  vision  central  to  the  work  of  the 
WCC  and  the  wider  ecumenical 
movement.” 

Dr.  Tanner,  general  secretary  of 
the  Council  for  Christian  Unity  for 
the  Church  of  England,  took  issue 
with  some  reports  from  the  eight  re¬ 
gional  consultations  that  led  to  San¬ 
tiago.  She  criticized  those  which 
seem  content  with  co-existence, 
willing  to  settle  for  good  relations 
across  denominational  divides  or 
with  cooperation  in  service  and  in¬ 
tercommunion  as  contrasted  with 
true  Christian  unity. 

She  said  she  longed  to  know  what 
sort  of  communion  would  exemplify 
“the  communion  of  God’s  own  Trini¬ 
tarian  life.”  Finding  the  answer  to  this 
would  involve  painful  dialogue  and 
overcoming  real  obstacles,  she  said. 
She  mentioned  such  issues  as  wom¬ 


en's  ordination,  the  structures  of  deci¬ 
sion  making  and  the  limits  of 
diversity  within  the  church. 

In  response  to  Dr.  Tanner,  Luther¬ 
an  theologian  Mercedes  Garcia-Bach- 
mann  of  Argentina  said  the  church 
must  find  a  way  to  dialogue  with 
sects,  whether  Christian,  non-Christian 
or  pseudo-Christian,  and  must  list- 
ten  to  the  scientific  and  professional 
communities,  especially  those  who 
feel  themselves  to  be  Christian  but  be¬ 
yond  the  church. 

The  fact  that  the  ecumenical 
movement  has  changed  since  1963 
was  apparent  in  the  makeup  of  par¬ 
ticipants.  Only  three  women  and  a 
handful  of  Third  World  ecumenists 
attended  in  Montreal.  In  Santiago, 
a  fourth  of  the  delegates  are  women, 
and  Asian,  African  and  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  faces  abound. 

Ms.  Lefevere,  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  from  New  Jersey,  is  covering  the 
Faith  and  Order  Conference  for  the 
Reporter.  Additional  stories  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  subsequent  issues  of  this 
newspaper. 
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Puppets  to  aid  flood-ravaged  children 

NASHVILLE — The  Rev.  Billy  Bross  (right),  Wisconsin  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  council  on  ministries  director,  and  his  wife,  JoAnn,  dis¬ 
play  puppets  that  will  help  in  counseling  children  hurt  by  the 
Midwest  flood.  The  puppets  were  made  by  children  attending  Fo¬ 
cus  ’93.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  helping  the 
Wisconsin  conference  organize  its  children's  program. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

TRIP  STILL  SCHEDULED:  a  lightning 

strike  has  not  stopped  two  South  Carolina  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  who  plan  to  leave  Jamestown, 
N.Y.,  Aug.  14  for  a  2,054-mile  canoe  trip  to 
New  Orleans  to  raise  money  for  the  church-re¬ 
lated  Epworth  Children’s  Home  in  Columbia, 
S.C.,  and  other  children's  charities  (see  UMR 
July  16).  While  practicing  at  a  lake  near  Colum¬ 
bia  July  6,  Jay  Alley  and  Ted  Powell  were  struck 
by  lightning  while  standing  on  a  discarded  tire 
in  a  clump  of  trees.  The  Rev.  Joe  Alley,  father 
of  Jay,  said  the  tire  saved  their  lives.  Both  men 
are  recovering. 

OLDER  ADULTS  TO  MEET:  The  third 

annual  United  Methodist  Week  for  Older  Adult 
Ministries  has  been  scheduled  for  Oct.  24-29  at 
the  Scaritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville.  Co¬ 
sponsor  is  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship.  Keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Richard  L.  Morgan,  editor  of  “AGEnda,”  a 
Presbyterian  journal  on  aging. 

NEW  SERVICE  POST:  A  top  official  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Women’s  Division  has  resigned  to 
take  a  position  with  the  Brooklyn  Botanic  Gar¬ 
den.  Ellen  Kirby,  assistant  general  secretary  for 
Christian  Social  Relations,  has  been  named 
project  coordinator  for  urban  composting  for 
the  borough  of  Brooklyn.  Since  1 984,  Ms.  Kirby 
has  headed  social  action  programs  for  the 
Women’s  Division.  These  include  the  interna¬ 
tional  affairs  program  at  the  Church  Center  for 
the  United  Nations,  racial  justice,  public  policy 
in  Washington,  children,  youth  and  family  ad¬ 
vocacy,  and  women’s  concerns. 

SCHOLARSHIP  WINNERS:  Two 

Oklahoma  laywomen  each  have  won  a  $3,000 
college  scholarship  from  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  Diana  Maio  and  Trina  She¬ 
phard — both  students  at  Oklahoma  City  Uni¬ 
versity — are  the  latest  of  15  United  Methodist 
students  to  receive  the  scholarship,  established  in 
1988  to  help  promising  racial  and  ethnic  minority 
students  pursue  church-related  careers.  Ms.  Maio, 
a  sophomore,  is  majoring  in  communications  arts 
with  emphasis  on  motion-picture  illustration.  Ms. 
Shephard  is  a  junior  in  accounting. 

BUILD  HOMES  IN  MEXICO:  Volun- 

teers-in-Mission  teams  from  the  church’s  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  plan  to  build  homes  for 
needy  people  in  Juarez  and  Bouquilla,  Mexico, 
this  year  with  the  help  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Mexico.  The  Rev.  Larry  Acton,  VIM  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference, 
said  each  team  is  expected  to  contribute  $  1 ,000 
toward  the  project,  with  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  giving  a  matching  grant  of 
$2,000  per  house. 

SURVEY  COMING:  The  new  United 
Methodist  National  Committee  on  Deaf  Minis¬ 
tries  plans  to  survey  the  denomination  to  iden¬ 
tify  existing  ministries  for  the  deaf  and  hard  of 
hearing.  The  committee’s  mandate  includes  col¬ 
lecting  and  disseminating  information  on  suc¬ 
cessful  models,  programs  and  resources  for  the 
deaf,  deafened  and  hard  of  hearing. 

CORRECTION:  The  map  of  “Vision 
2000”  annual  conferences  published  in  the  July 
30  Reporter  omitted  the  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 


From  fantasy  parsonages  to  prized  chapel 


Architect's  drawing  of  one  view  of  the  newly  opened  Women's  Rights  National  Historical  Park 
in  Seneca  Falls,  N.Y.,  reveals  how  the  ruined  fragments  of  Wesley  Methodist  Chapel,  site  of  the 
first  women's  rights  conference  in  history,  are  incorporated  into  the  walls  of  a  new  structure 
which  is  protected  by  a  stainless  steel-supported  roof.  At  left  is  the  rendering  of  the  140-foot- 
long  bluestone  water  wall  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

When  Ann  Wills  Marshall  was 
growing  up  as  a  Methodist 
preacher's  kid  in  Virginia  and 
Tennessee,  she  always  loved  to 
imagine  what  the  family’s  next 
parsonage  would  look  like. 

Those  mental  pictures  flow¬ 
ered  into  the  ability  to  become 
the  award-winning  architect  of  a 
$12  million  project. 

Ms.  Marshall  and  her  partner, 
Ray  Kinoshita,  were  winning  ar¬ 
chitects  of  the  National  Histori¬ 
cal  Park  Design  Competition 
with  their  design  for  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Rights  National  Historical 
Park  in  Seneca  Falls,  N.Y.  The 
structure  opened  July  30. 

Drew  212  entries 

The  competition,  sponsored 
six  years  ago  by  the  National 
Park  Service  and  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts,  drew 
entries  from  212  architects. 

As  the  recent  opening  day  ap¬ 
proached,  Ms.  Marshall,  33,  re¬ 
called  the  enthusiasm  she  and 
Ms.  Kinoshita  felt  about  the 
project  when  they  entered  the 
competition.  Both  were  just  out 
of  the  Harvard  Graduate  School 
of  Design. 


Not  only  was  it  an  architectur¬ 
al  challenge  that  they  could  grow 
from,  she  told  the  Reporter,  but 
its  historical  significance  was  one 
she  could  identify  with. 

On  the  Seneca  Falls  site,  in 
1 848,  300  women  and  men  met  in 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel  to 
participate  in  the  first  women’s 
rights  conference  in  history 

One  third  of  the  300  participants 
signed  the  “Declaration  of  Senti¬ 
ments”  which  envisioned  a  world 
in  which  “every  human  being  had 
the  right  to  live  his  or  her  life  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  his  or  her  abilities.” 

That  envisioned  world  was  a 
far  cry  from  the  world  in  which 
the  participants  lived,  a  world  in 
which  a  woman  had  her  “place.” 

More  than  100  years  later, 
young  women  like  Ms.  Marshall 
still  felt  the  societal  suggestion  of 
a  limited  place  for  women. 

Parents  supported  her 

She  said  her  parents,  the  Rev. 
Harrison  and  Peg  Marshall,  sup¬ 
ported  what  she  wanted  to  do. 

But,  she  said,  as  an  undergrad¬ 
uate  student  at  Aubum  Universi¬ 
ty  she  majored  in  interior  design 
rather  than  architecture  because 
of  society’s  stereotype  that  wom¬ 
en  were  interior  designers  and 


men  were  architects.  She  recalled 
being  chided  for  wanting  to  at¬ 
tend  architectural  events. 

When  she  finally  studied  archi¬ 
tecture  in  graduate  school,  she 
learned  that  her  experience  as  a 
“p.k.”  was  an  asset  because  of 
the  wide  variety  of  people  she 
met  through  the  church. 

“I’ve  always  been  interested  in 
people  and  the  way  they  think,” 
she  said.  “That’s  a  big  part  of  being 
an  architect  for  me — being  able  to 
do  something  that  is  really  right  for 


a  particular  project  or  person.” 

Judges  of  the  national  park  de¬ 
sign  competition  agreed  that  Ms. 
Marshall  and  Ms.  Kinoshita’s 
winning  design  was  not  only 
“really  right”  for  the  project  but 
was  “extremely  beautiful,”  “a 
brilliant  urban  neighbor”  and  an 
inspiration  to  visitors. 

Words  and  water 

The  architects  conceived  the 
entire  park  site  as  a  contempla¬ 
tive  place  for  people  to  meet,  sit, 


think  or  talk.  It  is  designed  to  be 
open  24  hours  a  day. 

The  chapel — not  a  restoration 
but  a  new  structure  which  uses  wall 
fragments  from  the  ruins  of  the 
original  chapel — sits  at  the  highest 
point  of  the  site  which  slopes  like 
an  ampitheater  to  a  140-foot-long 
bluestone  water  wall. 

The  words  of  the  “Declaration 
of  Sentiments”  are  attached  to 
the  bluestone  in  stainless  steel 
letters.  Water  flows  over  the  en¬ 
tire  wall. 


Leader  urges  UM  evangelicals 
to  'keep  a  sharp  eye'  on  things 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Evangelical  United  Methodists 
should  keep  a  sharp  eye  on  the 
task  force  seeking  a  new  headquar¬ 
ters  city  for  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  a 
prominent  critic  of  the  mission 
agency  has  warned. 

"I’m  afraid  they  (the  site-selec¬ 
tion  task  force)  may  discover  that 
New  York  is  a  wonderful  place 
after  all,”  said  the  Rev.  James  V. 
Heidinger  II  of  Wilmore,  Ky., 
speaking  at  the  recent  annual 
Good  News  convocation. 

Change  is  mandated 

Dr.  Heidinger,  top  executive  of 
the  evangelical  organization,  re¬ 
minded  550  attending  the  convo¬ 
cation  that  the  denomination’s 
1 992  General  Conference  mandat¬ 
ed  the  site  committee  to  find  a  city 
other  than  New  York. 

Critics  have  contended  that  the 
Global  Ministries  agency  would 
save  money,  attract  employees 
with  more  moderate  views  and  in¬ 
crease  its  accountability  to  its  con¬ 
stituencies  if  it  were  located  in  a 
city  closer  to  United  Methodist 
population  centers. 

(Editor’s  Note:  The  Global 


James  V.  Heidinger 
. . .  laity  are  uninformed 


Ministries  site  selection  commit¬ 
tee  was  meeting  Aug.  9-10  in 
Cincinnati.  A  report  from  that 
meeting  will  appear  in  a  subse¬ 
quent  issue  of  the  Reporter). 

Dr.  Heidinger,  who  is  also  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  group’s  “Good  News” 
magazine,  said  United  Methodist 
laity  are  uninformed  about  trou¬ 
bling  developments  in  church  life. 

One  reason  for  this  lack  of  in¬ 
formation,  he  said,  is  that  the  de¬ 
nomination  has  no  official 
general-interest  publication  to 
keep  them  abreast. 

Dr.  Heidinger  urged  “Good 
News”  supporters  to  continue  to 


fight  “the  insidious,  continued 
push  for  accceptance  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  homosexuality.” 

“We  must  be  ready  to  be  called 
homophobes  and  gay-bashers,  al¬ 
though  we  are  not — and  no  evan¬ 
gelical  should  be,”  he  added. 

Appeal  underway 

An  appeal  is  on  its  way  to  the 
Judicial  Council,  the  church’s  su¬ 
preme  court,  to  interpret  the 
word  “status”  in  a  constitutional 
amendment  voted  on  by  annual 
conferences  this  year,  Dr.  Hei¬ 
dinger  said. 

While  proposers  said  the  intent 
was  to  add  “marital  status”  to 
the  list  of  circumstances  that 
may  not  be  used  to  bar  people 
from  church  membership,  Dr. 
Heidinger  noted  that  the  term 
could  be  construed  to  mean  “ho¬ 
mosexual  orientation.” 

It’s  not  too  early  to  begin  work¬ 
ing  to  get  evangelicals  elected  as 
delegates  to  the  1996  General 
Conference  in  Denver,  he  said. 

Dr.  Heidinger  was  one  of  a 
half-dozen  plenary  speakers  at 
the  event.  The  gathering  featured 
preaching  and  singing,  sacred 
music  concerts,  Bible  study, 
workshops,  political  strategy  ses¬ 
sions  and  informal  fellowship. 


Death  row  prisoner 
joins  Arkansas  church 


By  JANE  DENNIS 

Editor,  Arkansas  United  Methodist 

LITTLE  ROCK— Clay  An¬ 
thony  Ford  became  a  member 
of  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church  earlier  this  year. 

Mr.  Ford  has  never  been  to 
St.  James  Church.  He  doesn’t 
even  live  nearby. 

*Clay  Anthony  Ford  lives  on 
Death  Row.  He’s  an  inmate  at 
an  Arkansas  maximum  security 
prison,  appealing  his  1980  mur¬ 
der  conviction. 

Studied  with  pastor 

Mr.  Ford,  33,  decided  to  join 
the  church  after  more  than  two 
years  of  Bible  study  and  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  with  Randy  Nix, 
who,  until  June,  was  associate 
pastor  at  St.  James.  He  has 
since  been  appointed  associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Jonesboro,  Ark. 

Mr.  Nix  was  introduced  to 
Mr.  Ford  through  another  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  Cindy  Franklin 
of  Waldron,  a  local  pastor  at  the 
time.  Both  have  been  involved 
in  prison  ministry  for  a  number 
of  years. 

“Clay  had  no  Christian  back¬ 
ground  and  certainly  no  de¬ 
nominational  background  when 
I  met  him,”  Mr.  Nix  said,  not¬ 


ing  that  Mr.  Ford  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  about  10 
years  ago  following  the  testimo¬ 
ny  of  another  inmate. 

“As  we  began  to  visit,  and 
through  Disciple  Bible  Study,  I 
began  to  encourage  him  to  find 
a  place  of  consistency  and 
Christian  fellowship.” 

'Many  long  discussions' 

That  led  to  “many  long  dis¬ 
cussions”  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  polity 
and  theology,  Mr.  Nix  said. 

“Over  the  years,  many  people 
have  come  and  gone  on  Death 
Row.  According  to  Clay,  the  ones 
who  have  come  consistently  and 
shown  unconditional  love,  year  in 
and  year  out,  have  been  United 
Methodists,”  Mr.  Nix  said. 

Mr.  Ford,  who  writes  eloquent 
letters  meticulously  by  hand, 
made  his  profession  of  faith  by 
way  of  a  letter  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  which  Mr.  Nix  read  during 
Sunday  worship  services. 

Since  Mr.  Nix’s  departure 
from  St.  James,  members  of  the 
Challengers  and  Pioneers  Sun¬ 
day  school  classes — whom  Mr. 
Nix  described  as  “baby  boom¬ 
ers  in  their  30s  and  40s” — have 
become  Mr.  Ford’s  connection 
and  link  to  the  church. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $  1 5  additional  plus  add  $9.20  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad- 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

SALES  OPPORTUNITY.  ENERGETIC,  cre¬ 
ative.  problem  solving  sales  person  to  represent  a 
national  demographics  company  in  the  eastern 
region  of  the  United  States.  Our  primary  sales 
market  is  church  denomination  regional  execu¬ 
tives  and  staff  Experience  in  this  market  is  high- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSlC/Oigamst  posi¬ 

tion.  Trinity-Firet  United  Methodist  Church,  810 
North  Oregon,  El  Paso,  Texas  79902,  (915)  533-2674. 
1500-member  congregation.  Requires  oigan/choral 
training,  advanced  degree  in  organ  performance  and 
choral  conducting.  Graded  choral  and  handbell  pro¬ 
gram.  35  rank.  3  manual,  Moiler.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Resume/ references  to: 
Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  at  above  address. 

This  is  a  commission  position.  Only  serious  can¬ 
didates  apply.  Call  (714)  957-1282  and  ask  for 
Peter  Wemett  on  Wednesday,  August  18.  1993, 
9:30  a.m. -12:00  noon  EDT.  No  exceptions. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  CHRISTIAN 
Education  (ordained  or  lay)  wanted  for  2700-mem- 
ber  congregation.  $1.5  million  budget  Large,  active, 
and  growing  program  with  excellent  facilities  includ- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  Full-time.  1600  mem¬ 

bers.  Small  youth  group  with  growth  potential.  Sala¬ 
ry/benefits  negotiable.  First  United  Methodist,  P.O. 
Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL  33902.  (813)  332-1 152. 

mg  new  gym.  Multiple  stafT  church,  committed  to  the 
most  comprehensive  ministry  possible.  Salary  based 
on  experience.  Requires  excellent  administrative  abil¬ 
ity.  successful  adult  Christian  education  track  record. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion  for  1 300  +  member  church.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Box  452,  Dyersburg.  TN  38025.  Salary 
is  negotiable. 

ment  to  training  lay  volunteers,  and  desire  to  be  the 
staff  leader  for  a  busy  Council  on  Ministries.  Contact: 
Dr.  B.  Michael  Watson,  Senior  Pastor,  Dauphin  Way 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O,  Box  6845,  Mobile, 
AL  3666CW1845.  (205)471-151 1. 

MAINTENANCE  MANAGER  SKILLED  IN  aU 

phases  of  camp  maintenance.  Benefits  include  salary, 
health  insurance,  vacation  and  meals.  Position  open 
immediately.  Contact:  Mr.  Jan  Whitler,  Wesley 
Woods  Conference  Center,  200  Stam  St„  Williams 
Bay.  WI  53191,(414)  245-6631. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  900- 
member  church  in  southeast  Texas.  Responsibilities 
include  direction  of  adult  choir,  children  and  youth 
choirs  and  handbell  choir.  Emphasis  upon  recruiting 
and  strengthening  music  program.  Coordination  of 
music  for  early  service,  with  emphasis  on  contempo- 
rary  Christian  music.  Job  description  may  be  expand¬ 
able  to  include  other  program  areas.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience,  training.  Contact:  First  UMC 
670  N.  5th  Street,  Silsbee,  TX  77656.  (409)  385- 
5568. 

CARETAKER  WANTED  FOR  BEAUTIFUL  his¬ 

torical  chapel  in  cast  Texas,  A  nice  home  offered  in 
exchange  for  light  caretaker  duties.  Prefer  retired  cou¬ 
ple  or  single.  For  details  call  Aldous  at  (409)  560- 
2275  or  John  at  (409)  634-7523. 

YOUTH/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time.  Sal¬ 

ary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Eddie  Horn,  St. 
Paul  UMC,  700  W.  8th  St..  H  Dorado.  AR  71730. 
Phone  (501 )  862-4242. 

STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE,  Director  of  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Ministries,  part-time,  Lehman 
Church.  Strong  Christian  commitment.  College  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Experience  in  youth  work.  Organiza- 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  Church  business 
experience  required.  Please  send  resume  to:  Trinity 
UMC.  Rev  James  R,  Porter,  3321  West  Park  Row, 
Arlington,  TX  76013. 

tional  and  personal  relationship  skills.  Contact 
church  office:  (215)  675-21 10.  ! 

THE  BEST  PEOPLE  IN  THE  WORLD  travel  with 

Coleman  Tours:  Canada/New  England  Foliage,  Sep- 
tember  26;  Branson  Christmas,  November  14;  Aus¬ 
tralia/New  Zealand  Holiday  Cruise,  December  19. 
1-800-346-9711. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  THE  ARTS,  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas.  Send  re- 

1st  Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 
Deadline  is  November  30. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY7"  Meth¬ 

odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap- 

NEEDED:  PART-TIME  CHILDREN/YOUTH  Di- 

plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)  696-7021  for  information. 

Rcynolds.  Wesleyan  Hills  UMC.  390  South  Yates, 
Memphis.  TN  38120. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  JunaJuska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Rapidly 

growing  UM  congregation  of  1260  on  exciting  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Gulf  Coast.  Degree  and  experience  consid¬ 
ered.  Active  junior  high,  senior  high  and  college 

furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525  four  weeks 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067, 627-9507. 

groups  Send  resume  to:  Ted  Hcam,  Trinity  UMC, 
5007  Lawson  Avenue,  Gulfport,  MS  39507.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (601 )  863-27 1 7. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  Play 

and  stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort.  For 
groups  ( 1 2  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Lodging 
(now  with  more  showers!).  $10.50  tickets,  and  meals 
all  included!  Call  (501 )  253-84 1 8  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS.  The  Rocky 

prcter  of  vision,  information  officer,  publishing  editor 
of  the  conference  publication-  Deadline  October  1, 
1993.  Contact  Janet  Forbes,  Council  Director,  2200  S. 
University  Blvd,  Denver,  CO  80210.  (303)  733-3736. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULTS  Director 

position  available.  1500-member  church.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume:  Larry  Hal),  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
P.O  Box  696.  Las  Cruces,  NM  88004. 

Long-haul  effectiveness 
relies  on  year-long  model 

By  DONALD  W.  HAYNES 

VISION  2000  obviously  has  the 
power  to  enthuse  and  to  mobilize  an 
annual  conference  for  a  new  era  of 
evangelism  with  theological  integrity. 

Does  it,  though,  have  the  staying 
power  for  sustained  delivery? 

The  long-haul  effectiveness  of  VI¬ 
SION  2000  depends  on  how  well  the 
“Year-Long  Model  of  Evangelization 
Ministry”  is  done.  There  are  two 
types  of  this  ministry  which  every  lo¬ 
cal  church  needs  to  master  and  im¬ 
plement  for  a  year.  One  is  missional 
postures;  the  other  is  target  markets. 

Missional  postures  are  the 
“YOUser  friendly”  gestures  of  the 
church  to  interface  with  the  un¬ 
churched.  Most  churches  should 
frankly  say  on  the  bulletin  board, 

“Churchtalk  spoken  here.”  To  get 
in,  one  must  initiate  the  first  con¬ 
tact.  To  remain,  one  must  leam 
“churchtalk.”  To  join,  one  must  go 
to  the  pastor’s  membership  class  af¬ 
ter  calling  the  church  office  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday. 

One  missional  posture  is  simply 
called  “Extending  Your  Congrega¬ 
tional  Welcome.”  For  an  entire  year, 
the  church  must  revamp  signage  to 
and  within  the  church  building,  repo¬ 
sition  greeters  from  the  narthex  to 
the  parking  lot  and  all  church  en¬ 
trances  (especially  the  nursery!)  and 
“put  out  the  red  carpet”  to  the  un¬ 
churched  in  myraid  other  ways. 

VISION  2000  recognizes  the 
“law”  of  “Three  Hearings  and  Sev¬ 
en  Touches”  as  necessary  for  mov- 


>  people  from  soft  receptivity  to 
:mbership. 

One  follow-up  visit  is  not  enough, 
ople  are  looking  for  the  meaning  of 
;,  for  supportive  community  and 
•  the  building  of  a  Christian  sup- 
rtive  community  and  for  the  build- 
;of  a  Christian  construct.  “Tell  the 
or  wanderers  a  Savior  has  died.” 
VISION  2000  teaches  another 
issional  posture  model,  “Faith 
laring,”  which  tells  us  of  relation- 
evangelization  instead  of  propo- 
ional  evangelism. 

VISION  2000  also  models  “Mo- 
lization  of  Laity  in  Ministries,” 
tich  celebrates  the  ministry  of  the 
os  (the  people  of  God). 

First,  clergy  must  catch  a  vision 
a  re-visioned  church. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  or 
The  solution—  15  f 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  j 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


Asbury  Theological  Seminary 


A  Tit 


For  70  Years.  Asbuiy  Seminaiy  Has  Carried  On 
The  Methodist  Tradition  By  Training  Men  And 
Women  For  World  Wesleyan  Leadership 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after  God’s  own  heart. 

He  was  a  tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An  innovator.  His  leadership 
spurred  on  a  movement  of  the  Spirit  which  gripped  the  frontier  with 
the  life-changing  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  Nearly  two  centuries  have 

passed  since  Asbury’s  final  circuit  ride,  yet  the  heart  of  his  ministry  beats 
on.,  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  A  More  than  an  institution,  Asbury 
is  a  community.  It's  a  place  where  rich  tradition  and  innovative  thought  blend 
gracefully  to  the  backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills  of  the  Bluegrass.  A 
At  Asbury.  devotion  to  Scripture  and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  a  renowned 
faculty,  state-of-the-art  facilities  and  a  vision  for  the  future.  A  So  if  you're 
looking  to  prepare  for  ministry  where  tradition  is  honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the  heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury.  A  To  learn 
more  about  Asbifry's  tradition  of  excel¬ 
lence,  call  the  director  of  admissions  at 


A  Asbury 
Theological 
ft  Seminary 


1  -800-2-ASBURY. 


204  N  Lexington  Avc.  •  Wilmore.  KY  40390-1199 
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Dr.  Sarah  S.  Kreutziger 
chair,  Board  of  Discipleship 


The  care 
and  training 
of  frog-kissers 


(Editor’s  note:  Dr.  Kreutziger  will  be  among  leaders  of  the  Communica¬ 
tions  Workshop  on  Aug.  28.  See  article  this  page) 


In  a  modern  version  of  “The  Frog  and  the  Prince,”  Munholland's  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  Nick  Evans,  used  this  familiar  tale  to  illustrate  the  trans¬ 
formation  that  stuck-in-the-muck  swamp-sitters  (frogs)  undergo  when 
touched  by  the  loving  outreach  (kiss)  of  Christians  (princesses/ 
princes).  He  urged  our  congregation  to  venture  into  the  swamps  of  our 
community  to  respond  to  those  needing  transformation  into  wholeness. 
In  a  memorable  call  to  discipleship,  he  admonished  us  to  prepare  to 
pucker  up  and  kiss  some  frogs! 


Seen  in  this  allegorical  light,  the  task  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
to  help  local  church  leaders  with  their  frog-kissing  skills:  to  develop 
programs,  plans  and  experiences  which  train  United  Methodists  to 
move  into  the  “swamps”  with  the  proper  tools  for  Christian  develop¬ 
ment  and  outreach. 


t  Do  you  want  to  develop  a  community  Bible  study?  The  board  spon¬ 
sors  Disciple  Bible  training. 

t  Want  to  learn  how  to  attract  new  members?  The  board  offers  courses 
in  evangelism. 

t  Concerned  about  family  values?  The  board  offers  marriage  enrich¬ 
ment  retreats,  seminars  for  singles  and  Sunday  school  education  pro¬ 
grams. 

t  Interested  in  camping?  The  Board  of  Discipleship  trains  counsellors 
and  recognizes  leaders  in  Scouting. 

t  Trouble  in  the  church  family?  The  board  has  resources  in  conflict 
management  skills. 

f  Want  a  deeper  experience  of  faith?  The  board  shelters  Cursillo  and 
other  spiritual  development  movements. 

These  “frog-transformation”  classes  (and  others  offered)  need  only 
your  desire  to  make  a  difference. 


The  call  for  discipleship  is  there.  The  frogs  are  certainly  plentiful. 
They  sit  in  stagnant  waters  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  King;  awaiting  their  invitation  to  become  upright  citizens  of 
the  Kingdom.  They  sit,  waiting  for  the  transforming  embrace  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  waiting  for  your  touch.  All  you  have  to  do  is  wade  in  . . . 


Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  named 
language  publications  editor 


Rev.  Marta  L.  Sanfiel,  formerly 
pastor  of  Messiah  Spanish  Minis¬ 
tries  in  Kenner,  has  assumed  the 
position  of  special  language  re¬ 
sources  editor  in  the  Department  of 
Adult  Publications,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  in  Nash¬ 
ville. 

For  a  number  of  years  she  has 
written  for  Lecciones  Cristianas, 
Cokesbury’s  Spanish  language  Sun¬ 
day  school  curriculum  for  adults 
and  for  youth. 

When  she  lived  in  Cuba,  she  had 
experience  in  writing  and  editing 
Christian  education  materials  for 
the  Methodist  Church.  “We  didn’t 
received  many  from  here  (the  Unit¬ 
ed  States).  We  created  our  own  lit¬ 
erature.  I  was  the  editor  of  a 
magazine  on  Christian  education.” 

She  served  10  years  in  the  Cuba 
Conference  as  executive  secretary 
of  Christian  Education  while  also 
teaching  at  Union  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Matanza,  Cuba. 

Sanfiel  came  to  the  United  States 
when  her  father  served  from  1972- 
79  in  Calvary,  (now  El  Mesiah)  a 


Spanish  minis¬ 
try  UM  church 
in  Keyport,  N.J. 

In  1979  she 
arrived  in  Loui¬ 
siana  with  her 
husband,  also  a 
UM  minister,  to 
serve  at  a  Span¬ 
ish  ministry  in. 
New  Orleans. 

He  died  in  1984.  She  later  was 
appointed  to  be  pastor  of  Anglo- 
American  congregations  as  well  as 
the  Spanish  ministry  —  first  St. 
Mark’s  UMC  in  New  Orleans  and 
in  1992  the  Messiah  congregation 
in  Kenner.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference. 

“I  feel  so  excited  about  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  serve  in  this  new  place 
where  the  Lord  has  called  me,”  she 
said  before  she  left  Louisiana  recent¬ 
ly.  “  1  am  open  to  the  new  possibili¬ 
ties  of  ministry  in  the  new  position.” 

Her  son  and  daughter-in-law, 
Frank  and  Glenda  Sanfiel  moved  to 
Nashville  with  her. 


Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 


Leaders  Training  Events  Set 
For  Global  Mission  Partners 


Global  Missions  Partners  Confer¬ 
ence  Leaders  Training  Events  are 
planned  in  two  areas  of  the  state. 
The  first  one  will  be  held  Saturday, 
Aug.  28,  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  in 
First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Another  training  event  is  set  for 
Saturday,  Sept.  18,  from  9:30  a.m. 
to  2:30  p.m.  in  Genesis  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 

The  history  and  purposes  of 
Global  Mission  Partners  will  be 
presented,  along  with  congregation¬ 
al  success  stories  and  explanation  of 
the  participation  kit. 

Persons  who  should  attend  in¬ 
clude  representatives  from  Cove¬ 


nant  Relationship  Congregations, 
local  church  missions  chairs,  dis¬ 
trict  missions  chairs/secretaries  of 
global  ministries,  conference  lead¬ 
ers,  retired  missionaries,  present 
and  former  directors  and  staff  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  according  to  Rev.  Charles  R. 
Langford. 

There  is  no  fee  and  lunch  is  in¬ 
cluded. 

Persons  desiring  to  attend  the  first 
event  should  immediately  contact 
Langford,  2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexan¬ 
dria  LA  71301,  (318)  443-5696.  To 
attend  the  Baton  Rouge  event  let  him 
know  by  Sept.  I . 


Collinston  church  will  oversee  nature  preserve 
'Kalorama/  in  unique  UM  environmental  ministry 


Members  of  Reily  Memorial 
UMC  in  Collinston  where  Dr.  Larry 
Robertson  is  pastor  are  understand¬ 
ably  excited  over  a  unique,  new  en- 

Mrs.  William  B.  Louisiana  iris 
Reily’s  home,  ’Kalorama,’  which 
consists  of  36  acres  of  land,  a  two- 
story  summer  house  and  other 
buildings  and  improvements  will 
become  a  nature  preserve. 

The  property  is  owned  and  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Reily  Memorial 
UMC  in  Collinston  as  a  result  of  a 
gift  by  the  Reily  Foundation  of  New 
Orleans.  Interest  has  been  shown  by 
residents  of  the  entire  area. 

‘Kalorama’  which  means  beauti¬ 
ful  view  is  located  on  Red  Hill,  ac¬ 
tually  several  sharp  ridges  that  rise 
abruptly  from  the  surrounding,  rich 
delta  cropland.  There  are  steep  ra¬ 
vines  and  a  diverse  mix  of  soil  types 
and  plant,  bird  and  animal  species. 

The  property  is  to  be  developed 
into  a  nature  preserve  to  be  used  as 
an  educational  tool  for  habitat 
study,  conservation  and  preserva¬ 
tion. 

Wildflowers 
(such  as  petunia 
and  Louisiana 
iris),  cane  and 
other  indigenous 
plants  and  some 
exotic  ones 
planted  by  a  pre¬ 
vious  owner  will 
provide  interest 
on  nature  trails, 
Dorothy  Anne 
George,  a  member  of  the  church, 
said.  “We’re  very  interested  in  get¬ 
ting  the  project  going.  The  grounds 
will  be  quite  a  showplace.” 

There  will  be  an  emphasis  on  at¬ 
tracting  birds,  especially  song  birds. 

Anticipated  are  visits  by  area 
school  students.  Scouts  and  other 
persons  who  want  to  study  nature 
on  field  trips  or  at  nature  camps. 

Robertson  recently  filed  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  with  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  for  The  Kalorama 
Foundation  of  Reily  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Reily  family  has  contributed 
over  the  years  to  the  UMC.  They 
were  early  co-owners  of  the  Lu- 
zianne  Coffee  Co.  among  other  en¬ 
terprises. 

All  will  benefit 

Robertson  said,  “All  of  More¬ 
house  Parish  and  Northeast  Louisi¬ 
ana  will  benefit  from  this  creative, 


exciting,  challenging  historic  and 
unique  environmental  ministry.” 

He  said  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland, 
Monroe  district  superintendent, 
and  other  church  leaders  had  been 
involved  in  the  project  from  its  in¬ 
ception. 

The  church  received  from  the 
Reily  Foundation  the  property  “to 
preserve,  improve,  maintain.”  The 
board  of  directors  will  be  the  stew¬ 
ards  of  the  Collinston  church.  An 
advisory  committee  will  be  made 
up  of  representatives  from  area  uni¬ 
versities,  professional  and  business 
persons  and  other  leaders  from  the 
area. 

Provisions  of  the  Article  of  Incor¬ 
poration  are,  ‘Kalorama’  will  be  kept, 
maintained  and  operated  as  a  nature 
preserve  and  a  model  and  example  of 
the  practical  application  of  those 
principles  pertaining  to  the  natural 
world  announced  in  the  Statement  of 
Social  Principles  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  which  provides, 

“All  creation  is  the  Lord’s 
and  we  are  responsible  for  the 
ways  in  which  we  use  and 
abuse  it.  Water,  air,  soil,  min¬ 
erals,  energy  resources,  plants, 
animal  life  and  space  are  to  be 
valued  and  conserved  because 
they  are  God’s  creation  and 
not  solely  because  they  are 
useful  to  human  beings  . . . 
Further  we  recognize  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  church  to¬ 
ward  life-style  and  systematic 
changes  in  society  that  will 
promote  a  more  ecologically 
just  world  and  better  quality 
of  life  for  all  creation.” 

Memorial  to  couple 

Other  provisions  are  that  the 
property  and  buildings  will  be  oper¬ 
ated  as  a  memorial  to  the  Reilys  “in 
such  a  manner  that  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  these  devoted  members  of 
the  Methodist  laity  will  serve  as  an 
inspiration  to  generations  yet  to 
come  and  to  preserve  and  perpetu¬ 
ate  the  part  of  Methodism’s  heri¬ 
tage  which  was  molded  and 
influenced  by  the  values  and  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  generation  of  devout 
Christian  lay  men  and  women  for 
which  the  Reilys  formed  a  part.” 

Beth  and  Terry  Erwin  and  their 
two  children  will  live  there.  A  horti¬ 
culturist,  she  will  be  the  curator. 
Her  husband  is  Morehouse  Parish 
county  agent. 

“The  grounds  are  beautiful,”  Deb¬ 
orah  Hightower,  member  of  the 
church,  said.  “Mrs.  Erwin  knows  ev¬ 
ery  bud  and  tree  and  blade  of  grass 
and  the  botanical  name  for  it." 


_ ♦.> 

Dr.  Larry  Robertson 


'In  Praise  of  Teachers'  theme 
of  Christian  Education  Sunday 


Many  local  churches  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  will  celebrate 
Christian  Education  Sunday  on 
Aug.  29  while  other  will  observe  the 
special  day  on  other  Sundays. 
Theme  for  this  year’s  observance 
sponsored  by  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  is  “In  Praise  of  Teachers.” 

In  some  churches  the  day  is  pro¬ 
motion  time  for  the  Sunday  school 
as  children  get  back  in  school  and 
Sunday  school  after  summer  vaca¬ 
tions.  Teacher  appreciation  ban¬ 
quets  and  breakfasts  honor  teachers 
and  Sunday  school  officers  in  some 
churches. 

A  Christian  Education  Offering 
will  be  taken  in  each  local  church. 
Purpose  of  the  offering  is  to  provide 
teacher  and  leadership  training  for 
the  local  church  within  the  Confer¬ 
ence  in  the  vital  areas  of  Vacation 
Bible  School,  Bible  study,  camping 
ministries,  human  sexuality  and 
other  emerging  issues  needing  at¬ 
tention  by  our  church  education 
ministries. 

In  order  to  explain  the  variety  of 
approaches  to  educating,  or  nurtur¬ 
ing,  Christians  from  infancy  to  ma¬ 
turity  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  Conference 
director  of  education  and  worship 
ministries,  said,  “Christian  educa¬ 


tion  is  not  just  Sunday  school.” 

Purposes  of  Christian  Education 
Sunday  (expanded  to  a  week  in 
some  churches)  are  to: 

•f  recognize  the  leadership  of  teach¬ 
ers  and  leaders  of  educational  min¬ 
istries 

•f  support  participants  in  the 
church’s  educational  processes 
/  hold  before  the  congregation  the 
importance  of  the  church’s  teach¬ 
ings  ministry 

•f  celebrate  the  past,  present  and  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  church’s  educational 
ministries 

Suggestions  for  ways  to  celebrate 
are  included  in  The  Interpreter 
July/August  ’93  issue. 

A  teacher  training  workshop,  “In 
Praise  of  Teachers"  sponsored  by 
the  Acadiana  District  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Aug.  28,  at  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette.  Sunday  school  teachers 
and  small  group  leaders  are  to  at¬ 
tend  the  9:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 
training. 

Leaders  will  be:  Akin;  Carolyn 
Dove,  director  of  Conference 
Youth  Ministries,  and  Dianne  Wil¬ 
kinson,  director  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  at  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  and 
Conference  chair  of  the  education 
committee. 


One  view  of  the  house  at  'Kalorama. 


Members  of  Reily  Memorial  UMC,  Collinston,  visitors  and  Beth  Er¬ 
win,  horticulturist,  CENTER,  with  camera,  taste  the  serviceberry 
fruit  at  'Kalorama.' 


sugar  maples  and  Christmas  fern,  IN  LEFT  PHOTO,  grow  in 
a  ravine  of  the  nature  preserve.  The  gates,  RIGHT,  that  formerly 
warned  people  away  will  soon  welcome  visitors  to  nature  trails. 


Communications  Workshop,  Aug.  28 


Want  more  people  in  church? 
Wish  to  increase  interest? 

'Let  Light  Shine'  has  answers 

‘Let  the  Light  Shine’  by  learning  to  communicate  internally  in  and  exter¬ 
nally  from  your  church,  the  Conference  Communications  committee 
urges.  They  are  planning  a  workshop  with  that  theme  for  Saturday,  Aug. 
28,  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Headlining  the  event  w  ill  be  Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Fort 


Worth,  a  com¬ 
municator  whose 
message  is 
spread  through¬ 
out  the  United 
States  by  means 
of  television.  He 
is  an  expert  on 
getting  a  bhurch 
known  in  the 
community  and 
getting  the  mes- 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey 


sage  to  persons  within  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  He  formerly  was  a  Louisiana 
Conference  pastor. 

Another  outstanding  speaker  will 
be  Deanna  Armstrong  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Communication  director  for 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  She  will  talk  about  improving 
church  newsletters  and  newspapers. 

Information  on  videos,  televi¬ 
sion,  radio,  direct  mail  and  many 
other  means  of  communicating  the 

In  memoriam _ 


good  news  will  be  discussed  during 
the  workshop  sessions. 

Continuing  Education  Units  may 
be  earned  (  6)  by  attending. 

Lunch  will  be  included  for  the  fee 
of  $15  per  person. 

Rev.  John  Johns  said  among 
those  who  should  attend  are  church 
pastors,  secretaries,  newsletter  and 
newspaper  editors,  communications 
committee  members  (local,  district 
and  Conference)  and  any  other  per¬ 
son  who  has  an  interest  in  church 
communications. 

Johns  and  Allan  B.  Crow  are  co¬ 
chairs  of  the  communications  com¬ 
mittee  and  of  the  workshop. 

Get  registration  blanks  from  min¬ 
isters  or  just  write  a  check  payable 
to  Louisiana  Conference.  Designate 
it  for  the  workshop  on  the  memo. 
Mail  immediately  to:  Dotty  Bagbey, 
Louisiana  UM  Conference,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


Ruby  L.  Sweat,  surviving  spouse 
of  the  late  Rev.  Willie  B.  Sweat, 
Louisiana  Conference  minister, 
died  July  26.  Burial  was  in  Scharen- 
ton,  La. 

She  is  survived  by  a  daughter  and 
a  son,  Frances  Sweat  Poledore  and 
Neil  Sweat,  both  of  Franklin. 

*  *  * 

Funeral  services  were  held  Aug. 
1 1  in  First  UMC,  Slidell,  for  Hazel 
Lea  Ailor,  who  died  Aug.  8.  Burial 
was  in  Zachary.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  Rev.  James  William 


Ailor,  a  retired  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  minister,  and  two  daughters, 
Nancy  Jean  Ailor  Pickens  and  Mar- 
garit  Elizabeth  Ailor  Latimer. 


Wedding  bells 

Marilyn  Tham  of  Baton  Rouge 
and  Dr.  H.  A.  “Peter”  Harrington, 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Welsh  and 
Trinity  UMC  in  Jennings,  were 
married  Saturday,  Aug.  14,  in 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


Faith  forum 
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Dinosaurs,  genetics  and  control  of  creation 


If  nothing  else,  this  summer’s  di¬ 
nosaur  movie  blockbuster,  “Juras¬ 
sic  Park."  offers  Christians  an 
opportunity  to  ponder  something 
that  appears  likely  to  play  a  larger 
role  in  our  lives:  genetic  science. 

The  thrill-a-minute  film — and 
the  book  from  which  it  came — 
bears  a  prospect  more  terrifying 
than  recreated  dinosaurs:  the  poten¬ 
tial  of  unregulated  genetic  science, 
often  in  the  pursuit  of  profit,  to  un¬ 
leash  untameable  biologic  forces. 

Viewed  from  that  perspective,  we 
believe  that  “Jurassic  Park”  offers 
Christians  a 

Editorial  morality  play 

■^^v^H^which  ought 
to  be  heeded.  It  poses  an  age-old  ethi¬ 
cal  question  in  a  genetic-science  con¬ 
text:  Just  because  humans  are  capable 
of  doing  something,  such  as  cloning  a 
dinosaur,  should  they  do  it? 

That  question  takes  on  added  im¬ 
portance  when  one  considers  the 
perils  and  promises  of  genetic  sci¬ 
ence. 

Genetic  science  best  fulfills  its 
promise  when  it  sustains  life,  as  in 
the  case  of  2-month-old  Andrew 
Gobea  (see  accompanying  photo  at 
right).  Andrew  recently  became  the 
first  human  to  receive  gene  therapy 
to  correct  severe  combined  immu¬ 
nodeficiency  disease. 

However,  genetic  science,  like  ev¬ 
erything  else  in  our  sinful  world, 
can  be  tragically  perverted.  This 
temptation  can  be  particularly  en¬ 
ticing  in  genetic  science,  where  the 
profits  that  ensue  from  marketing 
patented  forms  of  genetically  engi¬ 
neered  life  can  foster  an  irresistible 
urge  to  short-circuit  appropriate  sci¬ 
entific  safeguards. 

While  “Jurassic  Park”  does  so 
imperfectly  (for  the  film’s  attempt 
to  solve  its  ethical  dilemmas  soon 
becomes  outpaced  by  the  dinosaur 
chase),  it  points  toward  an  age-old 
biblical  truth: 
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We  are  deluded  when  we  think 
that  we  control  God's  creation. 

As  God  tells  Job:  “Is  it  by  your 
wisdom  that  the  hawk  soars,  and 
spreads  its  wings  toward  the  south? 
Is  it  at  your  command  that  the  eagle 
mounts  up  and  makes  its  nest  on 
high?”  (Job  39:26-27). 

You  and  your  congregation  might 
well  use  “Jurassic  Park”  as  the  take¬ 
off  point  for  your  own  discussions 
on  genetic  science’s  ethical  implica¬ 
tions.  Two  recent  resources  are 


available  to  help. 

First,  we  commend  as  discussion 
guidelines  a  report,  “New  Develop¬ 
ments  in  Genetic  Science,”  found 
on  Page  325  of  the  1992  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Resolutions. 

This  perceptive  report,  prepared 
by  the  church’s  1989-92  Genetic 
Science  Task  Force  and  adopted  by 
our  legislative  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference,  lays  a  firm  theological 
foundation  for  finding  our  way 
through  the  ethical  dilemmas  genet- 


UMC's  projects  can  help  Russian  Orthodox 


I  write  to  comment  on  Diane 
Huie  Balay’s  article  concerning  the 
assurance  that  United  Methodist 
work  will  go  on  in  Russia  (see 
UMR,  July  30). 

Last  September  it  was  my  privi¬ 
lege  to  go  to  Russia  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  to  be  a  short-term  consultant 
on  some  development  work.  One 
project  was  in  a  village  called  Blago- 
vest,  meaning  “good  news”  in  Rus¬ 
sian. 

The  Russian  Orthodox  Church  in 
Blagovest  was  closed  42  years  ago 
by  the  government.  Its  building  was 
used  for  film  storage. 

Recently  the  building  has  been  re¬ 
turned  to  the  parishioners.  Howev- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


er,  their  first  act  isn’t  to  refurbish 
the  building  for  worship.  Their  first 
priority  is  to  build  a  village  around 
their  church  building  to  house  and 
care  for  more  than  100  elderly  and 
handicapped  people. 

UMCOR  and  Volunteers-in-Mis- 
sion  teams  are  now  involved  in  that 
project.  It  is  a  model  for  us  all. 

The  two  most  important  ques¬ 
tions  we  need  to  ask  of  the  Russian 
Church  are: 

■  How  can  we  best  help?”  and 


■  What  can  you  teach  us  about 
keeping  the  faith  alive  during  de¬ 
cades  of  repression? 

The  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
has  historically  been  a  liturgical 
church.  Now  they  are  wanting  to 
develop  social  ministries,  like  the 
one  at  Blagovest.  United  Method¬ 
ism  has  some  insights  and  skills  to 
share  with  them.  Both  our  congre¬ 
gational  work  in  Russia,  and  our  co- 
operation  with  the  established 
church  there  are  bright  spots  in  the 
ongoing  work  of  our  denomination. 

Melvin  E.  West 
Columbia,  Missouri 

I  still  struggle 

Thanks  for  including  the  "My 


Revisiting  Nashville's  ' richest  church ' 


I  don’t  often  get  to  go  back  to  the 
scenes  of  my  stories.  Often  the  events 
I  cover  are  singular  events;  mostly, 
the  nature  of  news  keeps  me  headed 
into  new  territories. 

Consequently  I  was  eager  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  recent  opportunity  to  go 
back  to  “the  richest  church  in  Nash¬ 
ville” — 61st  Avenue  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  (see  UMR,  June  4). 

In  the  2<h  months  since  I’d  been 
there,  a  lot  had  happened. 

The  buildings  smelled  of  fresh  paint 
and  sawdust  from  additional  refur¬ 
bishing  by  the  United  Methodist 
Men.  Inside  the  sanctuary  I  found  a 
newly  donated  electronic  organ.  A 
freshly  painted  and  planed  door 
opened  into  the  office  of  the  Rev. 
Judy  Loehr,  alias  “St.  Sunshine.” 

Judy  told  me  that  this  month  the 
church  gains  both  a  part-time  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  and  a  church  and  com¬ 
munity  worker.  One  of  their  first 
assignments  will  be  a  day  camp  for 
neighborhood  youngsters. 

True  to  her  nature,  church  member 
Vivian  Martz  met  me  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  with  an  enormous  bear  hug. 
While  Vivian  poured  coffee,  her 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
is  Faith  Forum  Edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Reporter. 


grown  daughter,  Dawn  Brooks,  who 
suffers  multiple  mental  and  physical 
illnesses,  shyly  presented  me  with  a 
crayoned  thank-you  note. 

“Dawn  has  a  job!”  Vivian  ex¬ 
claimed. 

I  was  delighted.  “What  work  will 
you  do,  Dawn?” 

The  young  woman  paused  a  mo¬ 
ment,  obviously  searching  for  words. 
“Mopping.  Washing  dishes.” 

For  every  joy  such  as  Dawn’s  job 
that  has  come  to  61st  Avenue’s 
church  family  these  past  weeks, 
there  have  been  corresponding  chal¬ 
lenges,  Vivian  and  Judy  told  me. 


Yet  despite  ongoing  struggles  of 
poverty,  illness,  family  strife  and 
other  life  challenges,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  perseveres. 

Unexpected  blessings  continue  to 
shower  on  61st  Avenue  UMC.  They 
come  in  such  forms  as: 

•f  A  note  of  encouragement  that 
Vivian  received  from  a  UMR  read¬ 
er  in  Yuma,  Ariz.,  who  sent  along  a 
“hug  coupon”; 

/  A  donation  from  a  Tennessee 
church  that  had  been  holding  a 
large  endowment  while  it  searched 
for  worthy  causes; 

•f  Renewed  contacts  for  “St. 
Sunshine”  with  friends  from  Maine 
to  California  who  want  to  support 
her  pastorate  at  6 1  st  Avenue. 

As  I  prepared  to  leave  for  the  air¬ 
port,  Judy  embraced  me  with  the 
words:  “You  did  this,  you  know. 
Your  story  did  this.” 

I  could  hardly  get  past  the  lump 
in  my  throat.  “No,  Judy,  God  did 
this.  I’m  just  God’s  tool.” 

May  God  always  use  me — and 
this  newspaper — so  well! 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Galatians  6:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  22 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 24 
Monday:  Exodus  1:8-14 
Tuesday:  Exodus  1:15-22 
Wednesday:  Exodus  2:1-10 
Thursday:  Romans  12:1-2 
Friday:  Romans  12:3-8 
Saturday:  Matthew  16:1 3-20 


UNIVERSAL  PICTURES  PHOTO 


Christians  have  to  weigh  carefully  genetic  science's  promises  and  perils  (see  editorial  at  left).  For  in¬ 
stance,  gene  therapy  is  successfully  treating  the  severe  immunodeficiency  of  2-month-old  Andrew  Go¬ 
bea  (above  left  with  his  mother,  Cheryl  Emery).  However,  as  this  summer's  blockbuster  film,  “Jurassic 
Park"  shows  (above  right),  Christians  mustn't  overlook  a  key  ethical  question:  Are  all  uses  of  genetic 
science  appropriate? 


ic  science  brings. 

Second,  you  may  wish  to  share 
the  results  of  your  discussions  with 
a  new  group  organized  recently  to 
promote  dialogue  in  faith,  science 
and  technology. 

Information  on  Methodists  In¬ 
volved  in  Science,  Technology  and 
Theology  is  available  by  sending  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  to 
the  Rev.  Judith  Kohatsu,  275 
Rocky  Hill  Road,  Northampton, 
Mass.  01060. 


Witness”  of  Jane  DeYoung  Currey 
(see  UMR,  July  23). 

I  still  struggle  with  seeing  into  the 
mind  of  God,  although  many  other 
“omniscient”  souls,  on  both  sides 
of  the  issue,  seem  to  have  accom¬ 
plished  this! 

It  was  encouraging  to  read  the 
thoughts  and  experiences  of  the  calm, 
quiet  voice  of  another  “mere  mortal.” 
C.  Carson  Parks 
Waynesville,  North  Carolina 

I'd  be  convinced  if . . . 

My  work  has  largely  been  with 
caring  for  life  after  birth.  I  am  con¬ 
cerned  with  how  many  people,  vo¬ 
cal  in  their  pro-life  stance  against 
abortion,  seem  indifferent,  often 
hostile,  toward  pro-life  efforts  after 
birth — such  as  providing  adequate 
employment,  health  care,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  housing  for  all. 

I  would  find  the  pro-life  talk  far 
more  convincing  if  it  became  part 
of  a  total  non-violent  stance  toward 
all  of  life.  1  would  welcome  their 
help,  for  example,  in  efforts  at  abol¬ 
ishing  the  death  penalty. 

W.  Paul  Jones 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

I  appreciate  it 

I  was  most  appreciative  of  Rev. 
James  Caswell’s  article  on  Campus 
Ministry  being  a  beacon  of  hope  to 
the  world  of  higher  education  (see 
UMR,  July  2). 

Being  a  campus  minister  myself,  I 
have  come  to  see  John  Wesley’s 
fourfold  path  of  faith — Scripture, 
tradition,  reason  and  experience — 
unfold  beautifully  and  completely 
in  young  men  and  women  whose 
spiritual  development  connects  in¬ 
exorably  to  their  intellectual,  social 
and  moral  development. 

Mark  Forrester 
Clarksville,  Tennessee 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Those  who  trust  in  riches  will 
wither,  but  the  righteous  will  flour¬ 
ish  like  green  leaves.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


Daughter's  touch  taught 
us  to  accept  adopted  son 


By  JOHN  BUCHANAN 

On  a  cold  November  morning 
our  adopted  son  arrived  at  the  air¬ 
port.  We  had  waited  anxiously  for 
months  for  him  to  arrive  from 
overseas.  A  few  photographs  and  a 
couple  of  brief  letters  from  the  or¬ 
phanage  were  all  we  knew  about 
him.  But  we  knew  we  wanted  him 
to  be  a  part  of  our  family,  to  love 
and  care  for  him  as  we  did  our 
other  children. 

When  we  got  home  we  un¬ 
wrapped  his  blanket,  took  off  his 
sleeper  and  got  ready  to  give  him 
his  first  bath.  We  were  completely 
taken  aback  by  the  sight  we  en¬ 
countered. 

He  was  severely  undernourished 
and  could  barely  hold  his  head  up. 
He  looked  more  like  a  scrawny 
newborn  than  an  8-month-old 
baby.  Worst  of  all,  his  body,  arms 
and  legs  were  covered  with  sores 
and  scabs.  We  thought  they  might 
be  infected  insect  bites.  Our  expe¬ 
rience  with  clean,  strong,  well-fed 
babies  had  not  prepared  us  for 
what  lay  before  our  eyes. 

My  wife  dressed  him  and  sat 
rocking  him  as  he  hungrily  sucked 
his  bottle.  We  had  discussed  all 
this  with  our  caseworkers  as  we 
prepared  to  adopt  him,  but  the  re¬ 
ality  of  it  was  frightening.  How 
long  might  it  take  before  he  felt 
like  “our”  baby?  How  would  our 
two  healthy  daughters  really  feel 
about  such  a  different  brother? 
Could  this  little  guy  become  our 
son? 


My  Witness 


John  Buchanan  attends  Carbondale 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Redstone, 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conlerence). 


Later  that  day  our  4-year-old 
daughter  climbed  up  on  a  small 
stool  to  get  a  better  look  as  we  pre¬ 
pared  to  rub  antibotic  ointment 
into  his  sores.  She  leaned  over  him 
and  talked  to  him  like  she  talked 
to  her  dolls.  She  picked  up  his 
tiny,  limp,  brown  arm  and  tried  to 
caress  away  the  “owies.” 

“I  am  helping  fix  my  new  broth¬ 
er,”  she  announced  in  all  serious¬ 
ness.  “He  needed  me!” 

And  indeed  he  did.  She  accept¬ 
ed  him  for  what  he  was  despite  his 
sores  and  scabs.  We  thought  of 
that  well  known  verse,  “Unless 
you  become  converted  and  be¬ 
come  as  little  children,  you  shall 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.”  (Matthew  18:3) 

From  that  time  on  we  began  to 
think  of  him  as  truly  our  son  . . . 
and  we  still  do. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  ar¬ 
ticle  for  consideration  (one  typed, 
double-spaced  page  maximum  length) 
to  "My  Witness."  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas. 
Texas  75266-0275.  Include  a  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope  for  return  of 
manuscripts. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OE  |OHN  BUCHANAN 

From  a  difficult  start  in  life,  Timothy  Buchanan  (center)  has  grown 
into  robust  manhood  aided  by  the  loving  acceptance  of  his  parents, 
LeeSanne  and  John  Buchanan  (see  related  "My  Witness"  above). 


What  others  are  saying 


“If  your  weekly  Sunday  morning 
service  was  supported  by  a  24-hour 
prayer  vigil  on  Saturday,  praying 
specifically  for  the  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  on  each  person’s 
heart,  what  wondrous  things  would 
happen?” 

— United  Methodist  laywoman  Jac- 
quie  Reed,  writing  in  “Spice,”  a 
magazine  for  clergy  spouses. 

*  *  * 

“To  give  the  whole  store  away  to 
match  what  this 
year’s  market  says 
the  unchurched 
want  is  to  have  the 
people  who  know 
the  least  about 
faith  determine 
most  about  its  ex¬ 
pression.” 

— The  Rev.  Martin  E.  Marty, 
church  history  expert,  quoted  in 
“Newsweek.” 


“When  we  offer  up  our  daily  work 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  benefit  of 
our  families  and  communities,  we 
proceed  to  play  our  roles  in  the  daily 
struggle  to  make  God  more  visible  in 
the  world  and  bring  His  kingdom 
into  fuller  realization.” 

— The  Rev.  John  R.  Claypool,  Epis¬ 
copal  priest  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
writing  in  “The  Anglican  Digest.” 


“The  Christian  Movement  has  al¬ 
ways  leaned  forward  looking  for 
what  is  around  the  next  curve  in  the 
road,  asking  what  new  response 
God  is  seeking  from  the  church.  A 
cursory  glance  at  our  history  makes 
plain  the  constant  process  of  adjust¬ 
ment  and  the  occasional  dramatic 
shifts  in  our  life.” 

— Bishop  David  J.  Lawson,  Illinois 
Area. 

*  *  * 


Personal  Ministry 
Effectiveness 


If  you  use  steady  “volunteer”  hours  to  absorb  the 
cost  of  your  current  newsletter,  is  that  task  the 
most  effective  use  of  that  time?  What  ministry 
isn’t  being  accomplished  while  your  “volunteers” 
invest  this  energy? 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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CHURCH  UPHELD:  For  the  second  time 
in  recent  months,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Bolivia 
has  ruled  in  favor  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Bolivia,  led  by  Bishop  Zacarias  Ma- 
mani.  The  court  held  that  the  Bolivian  church 
was  within  its  legal  rights  in  trying  to  regain 
possession  of  church  property  held  by  deposed 
Bishop  Carlos  Huacani.  Though  the  Bolivian 
church  is  autonomous,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  owns  prop¬ 
erty  in  Bolivia.  A  board  delegation  headed  by 
Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  (Oklahoma  Area)  will 
meet  there  next  month. 


COKESBURY  OFFERS  AID:  Churches 

damaged  by  flood  and  rains  in  the  U.S.  Midwest 
are  eligible  to  receive  a  limited  number  of  start-up 
supplies  free  from  Cokesbury,  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  retail  arm.  Items  include  hymnals,  pew  Bi¬ 
bles,  offering  and  mailing  envelopes  and  official 
church  forms  as  well  as  copies  of  Guidelines  for 
Local  Churches  and  Sunday  school  curriculum.  A 
one-time  order  for  additional  supplies  and  fur¬ 
nishings  at  maximum  discount  is  also  available. 

SENTENCED:  Bill  A.  Haire,  former  clergy 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference,  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  46  months  in  prison  and  approxi¬ 
mately  $600,000  restitution  (including  interest) 
in  U.S.  District  Court  after  pleading  guilty  of 
embezzling  about  $500,000  from  a  credit  union. 
The  thrift  agency  carries  the  name  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  but  has  no  official  ties  to  it. 


MORE  ZONES:  Consultations  on  expand¬ 
ing  United  Methodism’s  “Shalom  Zone”  minis¬ 
tries  will  take  place  soon  in 
four  U.S.  cities — New 
York,  Chicago,  Miami  and 
Boston.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  Jr. 

(Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area)  and 
“Shalom  Zone”  staffer  the 
Rev.  Frank  Portee  will  meet 
with  United  Methodist 
leaders  Aug.  30  in  New  Felton  May 
York;  Aug  31,  Chicago;  Sept.  7,  Miami  (prior) 
to  the  Sept.  8-9  meeting  of  the  “Shalom  Zone” 
committee  in  Miami);  and  Sept.  1 7,  Boston. 


HONORED  BY  PRESIDENT:  A  pastor 
of  a  Central  Illinois  yoked  congregation  (United 
Methodist/Presbyterian)  was  one  of  18  persons 
honored  by  President  Bill  Clinton  for  assisting 
flood  victims  in  the  Midwest.  The  Rev.  Donna 
Harris,  pastor  of  the  Colusa  and  Appanoose 
United  Churches  in  Niota,  Ill.,  has  coordinated  a 
feeding  station  and  food  distribution  center.  The 
president  awarded  the  citations  after  signing  legis¬ 
lation  for  federal  aid  to  at  least  nine  states. 


Calls  for  help  from 
the  flooded  Midwest 


volunteers  were  issued  recently  from  the 
communities  shown  above.  Interested  United 
Methodist  groups  should  contact  the  following 
offices  for  information  on  how  to  help. 

Kansas  East-  The  Rev.  Lloyd  Moore,  (913)  272-9111 
Missouri-  Dwayne  Morgan,  (800)  399-7878 
Iowa-  Rebecca  Olmsted,  (319)  $24-8438 
Central  Illinois-  Maxine  Raper,  (800)  838-0937 

CUR  ILLUSTRATION  Bt  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Youths  say  they  seek  church's  recognition 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— Dele¬ 
gates  to  the  recent  biennial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  legislative 
assembly  said  the  church  must 
do  a  better  job  of  recognizing  the 
spiritual  gifts  of  people  ages  12- 
18  and  help  them  use  these  gifts 
in  a  lifetime  of  service  to  Christ. 

Besides  developing  this  theme 
during  sessions  at  the  University 
of  Rochester  Aug.  2-7,  youth  and 
adult  leaders  representing  every 
region  of  the  church  voted  to 
communicate  these  concerns  in 
their  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences. 

No  transitional  programs 

During  an  “Ask  the  Bishops 
Forum”  with  Bishops  William 
Grove  (Albany,  N.Y.  Area)  and 
Richard  Wilke  (Arkanas  Area), 
high  on  the  list  of  concerns  was 
the  lack  of  viable  youth  programs 
in  the  general  church. 

Later  the  body  voted  to: 

■  Communicate  with  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  about  the  essential  valid¬ 
ity  of  national  youth  events  and 
about  providing  appropriate 
funding  for  these  activities; 

■  Ask  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  to  study 
programs  for  the  transition  from 
youth  to  young  adult  ministries, 
with  assistance  from  the  national 
youth  group. 

At  a  reunion  of  NYMO  offi¬ 
cers  from  over  the  past  decade, 
three  people  echoed  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  young  people  across  the 
country. 

Andrew  Yerrakadu  served  on 
the  NYMO  steering  committee 
in  1985  at  age  15.  He  finished  his 
undergraduate  college  degree 
through  a  United  Nations  pro¬ 
gram  while  in  high  school  and 
completed  his  law  degree  in  En¬ 
gland  before  turning  2 1 . 

Now  starting  his  own  law  firm 
and  searching  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mentors,  he  says,  “Where  is 
the  church  in  helping  young  peo¬ 
ple  and  young  adults  discover 
their  faith?” 

“NYMO  prepared  me  better  for 
the  world  than  some  of  my  con¬ 
temporaries,  but  after  NYMO, 


there  is  hardly  anything,”  said  Mr. 
Yerrakadu,  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ja- 
maica-Queens,  N.Y. 

“Once  you  get  to  college,  you 
become  career  driven,  and  it’s 
difficult  to  summon  the  motiva¬ 
tion  for  personal  guidance. 

“Then,  there  comes  a  certain 
stage  of  your  life  when  the 
church  is  not  relevant  and  you  go 
through  disillusion.  That’s  the 
reason  the  church  loses  youths 
and  hardly  gets  them  back.” 

As  a  senior  at  Texas  Christian 
University  in  Fort  Worth, 
Michelle  Newton  says  she’s 
grateful  for  her  term  as  vice 
chairperson  of  the  NYMO  steer¬ 
ing  committee  in  1988-90. 

Her  knowledge  of  the  church 
paid  off.  Now  she  and  Todd 
Smith  (see  below)  are  completing 
internships  at  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship’s  NYMO  office. 

'Like  it  or  not' 

A  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston, 
Ms.  Newton  said  the  church 
should  not  be  afraid  to  discuss 
such  issues  as  sexuality  because 
“you  may  not  like  it,  but  this  is  a 
time  when  youths  are  dealing 
with  their  sexual  identity.” 

Mr.  Smith,  NYMO  representa¬ 
tive  in  1987,  said  one  way  to  get 
youths  and  young  adults  in¬ 
volved  in  the  church  is  through 
outreach  programs  like  volun- 
teers-in-mission. 

With  the  help  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  adults,  he  said,  youths  can 
gain  confidence  and  interperson¬ 
al  skills  and  show  their  faith. 

A  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Liverpool, 
N.Y.,  Mr.  Smith  gave  high  marks 
to  “Hands  Across  Rochester,”  a 
hands-on  mission  program  show¬ 
ing  youth  how  they  can  be  in  mis¬ 
sion  in  their  own  communities 
(see  related  photo  lower  right). 

While  NYMO’s  137  elected 
delegates  representing  the 
church’s  71  regional  conferences 
voted  on  youth,  54  other  youths 
and  adults  hammered  boards  at 
Habitat  for  Humanity;  packed 
groceries  at  an  emergency  food 
warehouse;  led  recreation  on  the 
beach  for  senior  adults;  and 
painted  a  children’s  wing  at  a 
health  center. 


STAFF  PHOTOS  8Y  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y. — Two  South  Carolina  United  Methodist  youths,  Tammy  Johnston  of  Charles¬ 
ton  (left)  and  Kristen  Richardson  of  Lexington  (second  from  left),  show  a  church  brochure  to 
youth  and  adult  leaders  from  the  Russian  city  of  Podolsk.  The  15  Russians  including  a  Russian 
Orthodox  priest  were  on  their  way  to  homes  of  South  Carolina  United  Methodists  as  part  of  a 
cross-cultural  exchange  called  "Mission  Possible."  South  Carolina  youths  and  adults  had  stayed 
with  Podolsk  youths  for  two  weeks  in  June. 


ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— Sherod 
Bostick  of  Rochester  shows 
Amber  Essary  and  Dorothy 
Byers  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  how 
to  separate  food  donations  at 
the  city's  "Foodlink."  The 
Iowa  United  Methodists  were 
among  54  youths  and  adults 
participating  in  a  day-long 
mission  program  called 
"Hands  Across  Rochester" 
during  the  recent  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization 
convocation. 


Racial  harmony  pegged  top  priority  at  teen  meeting 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— Greater 
racial  harmony  among  youths  of 
all  ethnic  races  and  backgrounds 
has  been  voted  one  of  the  top  pri¬ 
orities  of  the  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation. 

The  137  delegates  to  the 
church’s  biennial  youth  convoca¬ 
tion  approved  the  measure  during 
their  meeting  on  the  University  of 
Rochester  campus  in  early  August. 

Despite  recommendations  to 
make  such  themes  as  celebrating 
the  diversity  of  world  cultures 
and  the  Third  World  debt  crisis 
an  emphasis  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  youth  programs,  the  body  vot¬ 
ed  to  override  these  suggestions 
from  their  legislative  committee. 

During  the  final  hours  of  the 
weeklong  meeting,  Tony  Og¬ 
lesby,  an  adult  leader  of  the 
South  Indiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  asked  the  body  to  address 
the  issue  of  racial  and  ethnic  re¬ 
lations  within  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Scott  Thompson,  a  youth  rep¬ 
resenting  North  Texas,  told  the 
group  that  the  race  relations  pri¬ 
ority  proposal  was  needed,  due 
to  the  concern  participants  had 
for  racial  tensions  in  their  respec¬ 


tive  communities. 

“At  first,  we  thought  they  were 
minor  issues,  but  even  when  we 
discussed  it  during  our  meeting, 
it  got  heated,”  said  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  of  Coppell,  Texas. 

“The  six  of  us  who  wrote  this 
proposal  were  also  frustrated 


with  the  word  ‘encouraged’  in  the 
previous  proposals,  so  this  one 
specifically  states  what  we  want 
done.” 

The  proposal  calls  for  a  dia¬ 
logue  with  United  Methodist  eth¬ 
nic  caucuses;  workshops  on  all 
church  levels;  and  a  national 


leadership  training  event  on  race 
relations  and  reaching  youths  of 
all  ethnic  backgrounds. 

If  approved  by  the  youth 
group’s  parent  body,  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  the  event 
is  expected  to  be  held  prior  to  the 
1 996  General  Conference. 


In  other  action,  the  church's 
youth  representatives: 

•  Deplored  all  forms  of  sexism 
and  sexual  harassment  in  the 
church.  However,  delegates  were 
spilt  on  mandatory  use  of  inclu¬ 
sive  language.  The  body  finally 
said  “it  will  attempt  to  use  inclu¬ 
sive  language”  in  all  youth  pro¬ 
ceedings,  especially  worship. 

•  Strongly  recommended  the 
use  of  United  Methodist  Sunday 
School,  confirmation  and  other 
educational  materials  imple¬ 
menting  the  current  theme,  “Em¬ 
powering  Youth  to  Discover  and 
Respond  to  God’s  Call.” 

•  Deplored  violence  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Yugoslavia  and  asked  youths 
to  write  President  Clinton  and 
leaders  of  the  United  Nations  urg¬ 
ing  a  peaceful  mediation  process; 

•Voted  against  a  proposed  pe¬ 
tition  to  United  Methodism's  leg¬ 
islative  General  Conference  on 
adding  youths  to  the  church’s  “su¬ 
preme  court”  Judicial  Council. 

•  Agreed  to  ask  its  parent  body, 
the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  to  petition  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  approve  a  jurisdictional 
youth  ministry  convocation  (for 
a  total  of  five  in  the  U.S.)  every 
other  year. 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Youths  urge  Clinton  to  lift  ban 
on  homosexuals  in  military 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y. — They  may  not  all  be 
old  enough  to  defend  their  country,  but  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  recent  United  Methodist  National 
Youth  Ministry  gathering  had  strong  opinions 
about  who  belongs  in  the  military. 

One  impassioned  debate  occurred  when  a 
proposal  was  introduced  for  the  youth  organiza¬ 
tion’s  steering  committee  to  write  President 
Clinton  and  the  Secretary  of  Defense  Les  Aspin 
encouraging  them  to  lift  the  ban  on  homosex¬ 
uals  in  the  armed  forces. 

Written  by  Keith  Cain  of  the  West  Michigan 
Annual  Conference  and  signed  by  24  other  dele¬ 
gates,  the  measure  said,  “Sexual  orientation  has 
never  affected  nor  will  ever  affect  the  ability  of 
a  person  to  serve  as  a  soldier.” 

The  measure  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of 
the  137  voting  delegates. 


The  proposal  also  directs  the  youth  organiza¬ 
tion’s  officers  to  prepare  materials  to  distribute  to 
the  group’s  1995  legislative  assembly  to  advocate 
for  equal  rights  of  homosexuals  in  the  military. 

Several  delegates  quickly  ran  to  the  micro¬ 
phones  with  Bibles  in  hand,  quoting  scripture  in 
their  speeches  against  the  legislation. 

Sara  Morgan  of  the  North  Dakota  Annual 
Conference  said,  “It  will  take  us  one  step  farther 
from  what  God  wants  us  to  do  if  we  approve 
this.” 

Mr.  Cain,  a  private  in  the  Michigan  National 
Guard,  said  he  based  his  decision  to  submit  the 
proposal  on  his  interpretation  of  the  four  gospels. 

“My  Bible  tells  me  to  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself.”  said  the  youth  from  Grandville, 
Mich.  “I  regard  homosexuality  as  sin,  but  I 
think  they  should  have  their  rights.” 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


United  Methodists  pitching  in  to  help  flood  victims  recover  losses 


By  MELISSA  LAUBER 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  Rev.  George  Braden  of  Han¬ 
nibal,  Mo.,  “never  learned  the  fel¬ 
low’s  name.” 

But  while  members  of  Park  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  congregation 
were  packing  sandbags  to  reinforce 
a  levee,  Mr.  Braden  watched  the  un¬ 
known  man  put  the  devastation  of 
the  Midwest  floods  into  perspective 
for  the  days  that  were  to  come. 

The  bulldozer  operator  was  piling 
dirt  against  a  levee  built  in  the 
1930s  to  hold  back  the  Mississippi 
River. 

But  after  the  river  broke  through, 
people  came  running  to  tell  him 


that  water  had  destroyed  his  home. 

“That  man  got  off  the  bulldozer 
for  a  couple  of  minutes,”  Mr.  Bra¬ 
den  recalled. 

“He  was  visibly  shaken.  He 
wiped  his  brow  and  then  said  very 
softly,  ‘Well,  there’s  nothing  I  can 
do  for  my  house  now.  Let  me  see  if 
I  can  save  some  others,’  and  he 
climbed  back  up  to  work.” 

Same  spirit 

In  what  was  called  the  worst  flood 
in  recorded  U.S.  history,  many 
United  Methodists  demonstrated 
this  same  spirit  of  pitching  in  to  do 
what  they  could. 

In  Missouri,  up  and  down  the 


Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers, 
pastors  relate  stories  they  would 
prefer  not  to  know. 

“Children  dream  at  night  that  the 
water  is  creeping  up  around  them 
and  they  cry  for  their  homes  and 
pets  that  they  had  to  abandon,” 
said  the  Rev.  Neil  Stein  of  Centena¬ 
ry  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Flood  waters 
crested  there  at  49  feet. 

Mobile  homes  were  washed  away 
in  St.  Charles,  Mo.  One  couple  who 
came  to  a  shelter  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  “had  just  bought 
a  new  double-wide  mobile  home 
and  had  not  even  moved  in  when 
they  discovered  it  had  been  de¬ 


stroyed,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul  Met¬ 
calf. 

After  Mr.  Metcalf  appeared  on 
the  national  TV  news  program, 
“Good  Morning,  America,”  more 
than  $21,000  was  sent  to  the 
church. 

“You  don't  have  to  look  very  far 
to  find  anguish  or  heartbreak,”  Mr. 
Metcalf  continued.  “There’s  a  real 
sense  of  hopelessness  just  watching 
and  knowing  there’s  nothing  you 
can  do  to  stop  the  water.” 

'Years'  of  work  ahead 

Though  flood  waters  are  expected 
to  recede  by  October,  Dulci  McCoy, 
editor  of  the  Missouri  East  United 


Methodist  Reporter,  said,  “We’U  be 
responding  to  this  for  years.” 

In  addition  to  assisting  people 
with  daily  needs,  churches  antici¬ 
pate  helping  people  make  sense  of 
the  disaster  that  has  shaken  and,  in 
some  cases,  reshaped  their  lives. 

“When  one  little  boy  in  our  con¬ 
gregation  was  watching  television 
and  heard  that  this  was  the  biggest 
flood  in  history,  he  turned  to  his 
mom  and  said,  ’He  hasn’t  been 
reading  his  Bible,  has  he?’  ”  Mr. 
Braden  said. 

“We  know  God  was  with  His  peo¬ 
ple  when  they  were  in  exile  in  Egypt 
and  we  know  He’s  here  in  the  midst 
of  the  flood  of ’93,”  he  added. 


“That  doesn't  make  the  hurt  easi¬ 
er  but  puts  it  in  perspective.  Be  sure 
to  remember  us  in  your  prayers.” 

Ms.  Lauber  is  staff  writer  for 
United  Methodist  Connection,  bi¬ 
weekly  newspaper  of  the  Baltimore- 
Washington  Annual  Conference. 


SALES:Church  products. 

Earn  up  to  $1000  commissions  or 
more  per  sale  in  your  own  business. 
Must  be  capable  of  conducting  sales 
meetings  for  small  groups.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  AFCS,  Room  207,  6  East  Ran¬ 
dolph  Street,  Chicago.  IL  60601. 
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MISSIONS  EXECUTIVE:  The  Rev  w. 

James  White,  senior  pastor  of  Morristown 
(N.J.)  United  Methodist  Church,  will  become 
Europe  area  executive  of  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  World  Division.  He 
is  also  expected  to  work  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  in  coordinating  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  two  mission  units.  A  native  of 
Belfast,  Ireland,  Dr.  White  coordinated  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kerch,  Ukraine.  He  succeeds  Mary  Sue  Robin¬ 
son  of  Oxford,  Miss.,  who  has  retired. 

MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  across  the  country  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  march  on  Washington  Aug.  28 
commemorating  the  1963  “I  Have  a  Dream” 
speech  by  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  The 
church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
is  a  co-convener  of  the  event.  Speakers  will  in¬ 
clude  Coretta  Scott  King  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  E. 
Lowery,  retired  United  Methodist  pastor  from 
Atlanta  and  president  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference. 

BAXTER  ALUMS  SOUGHT:  The  first 

reunion  of  former  dormitory  students  and  facul¬ 
ty  of  the  now-defunct  Methodist-related  Baxter 
Seminary  in  Baxter,  Tenn.,  is  slated  for  Oct.  29- 
30  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville. 
The  seminary,  a  college  prep  school  for  local 
and  boarding  students,  operated  between  1910 
and  1959.  Former  students  and  faculty  may  call 
Jim  Higdon  at  (502)  877-5469  for  information. 

'LIVING  WITH  THE  FLOOD':  “Wor¬ 
ship  Resources  for  Congregations  Living  With 
the  Flood,”  a  packet  including  the  “Through  the 
Waters”  worship  service  used  at  the  1986  West 
Virginia  Annual  Conference  after  a  major  flood, 
is  available  free  from  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Contact  Dan  Benedict, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202  or  at  (615) 
340-7070. 

HYMNAL  FOR  THE  DEAF:  After 

years  of  work,  a  hymnal  for  the  deaf  is  nearing 
completion  and  is  expected  to  be  published  in 
1994,  the  United  Methodist  Congress  for  the 
Deaf  was  told  at  its  recent  biennial  meeting.  All 
hymns  in  the  1989  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
are  being  converted  to  American  Sign  Language 
by  a  committee  of  the  congress.  The  hymnal 
will  be  published  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Analysts  say  UM  survey  reveals  cautions 


According  to  the  survey,  the  values  United 
Methodist  laity  look  for  in  their  pastors  are  the 
kinds  of  characteristics  generally  associated  with 
an  institution  simply  trying  to  maintain  itself. 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religious  News  Service 

United  Methodist  laity  put 
more  stock  in  clergy  who  are  car¬ 
ing  rather  than  courageous,  coop¬ 
erative  rather  than  competent, 
and  they  prefer  honesty  to  imagi¬ 
nation  in  their  pastors. 

Those  preferences,  discovered 
in  a  survey  by  an  agency  of  the 
church,  amount  to  a  self-portrait 
of  an  institution  in  decline  and 
one  fearful  of  bold  and  innova¬ 
tive  action,  according  to  survey 
analysts. 

The  denominational  profile 
emerges  from  a  survey  by  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Research  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  office,  which  regularly 
samples  United  Methodist  opin¬ 
ion,  based  this  report  on  a  survey 
taken  in  1991. 

Caution  urged 

While  urging  caution  in  inter¬ 
preting  the  results,  based  on  a 
self-administered  survey  of  a  rep¬ 
resentative  sample  of  758  United 


Methodists,  researchers  did  draw 
some  gloomy  conclusions. 

According  to  the  survey,  the 
values  United  Methodist  laity 
look  for  in  their  pastors  are  the 
kinds  of  characteristics  generally 
associated  with  an  institution 
simply  trying  to  maintain  itself. 

“One  possible  answer  is  that 
institutions  in  periods  of  decline 
take  on  certain  characteristics,” 
the  report  on  the  survey  said. 

“One  such  characteristic  is  to 
become  increasingly  focused  inter¬ 
nally  instead  of  externally.  Think¬ 
ing  and  decision-making  begin 
with  maintenance  questions. 

“While  we  have  tended  to  think 
of  the  ‘declining  organization’  syn¬ 
drome  of  the  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  as  having  an  impact 
primarily  on  the  attitude  of  the 
clergy,  it  may  be  that  the  same  fo¬ 


cus  on  self-concern  in  a  shrinking 
organization  now,  after  all  these 
years,  also  impacts  the  thinking  of 
the  laity,”  the  report  said. 

The  report  ranked  values  the 
laity  look  for  in  pastors  into  four 
tiers. 

The  first  tier,  the  most  ad¬ 
mired  traits,  included  caring,  co¬ 
operative  and  honest,  each 
identified  by  more  than  40  per¬ 
cent  of  those  responding. 

One  exception 

Both  males  and  females,  all  age 
groups  and  members  of  all  sizes 
of  congregations  agreed  on  the 
three  values  with  one  exception. 
The  under-30  age  group  valued 
broadmindedness  above  honesty. 

The  second  tier  of  values — 
those  listed  by  16  percent  to  23 
percent  of  those  responding — in¬ 


cluded  spiritual,  broadminded 
and  inspiring. 

The  third  tier,  listed  by  8  per¬ 
cent  to  1 2  percent,  included  such 
traits  as  loyal,  self-controlled,  in¬ 
telligent  and  supportive. 

The  final  tier,  listed  by  3  per¬ 
cent  or  less,  included  such  traits 
as  competent,  independent,  de¬ 
termined,  courageous,  mature, 
fair-minded,  straightforward,  de¬ 
pendable,  forward-looking, 
imaginative  and  ambitious. 

Those  surveyed  were  also 
asked  to  rank  the  skill  they 
thought  most  essential  for  effec¬ 
tive  ministry. 

Preaching  ranked  tops 

At  the  top  of  that  list  were 
preaching  (50.7  percent),  man¬ 
agement/administration  (46.1 
percent)  and  pastoral  care  (37.8 
percent). 

A  second  tier  included  biblical 
knowledge,  leadership/visioning 
and  communication. 

The  third  or  least-valued  set  of 
skills  included  spiritual  leader¬ 
ship,  education  role,  worship 


leader,  community  involvement, 
evangelism,  mission  leader, 
church  and  society,  denomina¬ 
tional  role  and  ecumenical  role. 

“Different  generations  of  laity 
expect  different  skills  from  a  pas¬ 
tor,”  the  report  said.  Analysts 
noted  that  preaching  is  consid¬ 
ered  essential  by  54  percent  of 
those  aged  65  and  older  but, 
among  those  under  30,  ranks 
fourth  in  the  list  of  skills  needed. 

The  report  quoted  an  unidenti¬ 
fied  bishop  who,  on  seeing  the  re¬ 
sults,  “expressed  concern  that 
some  values  so  crucial  to  a  mis- 
sional  stance  by  the  church  (for¬ 
ward-looking,  imaginative)  did 
so  poorly  among  laity.” 

“The  concern  in  all  of  this  is 
that  just  at  a  time  when  the  church 
needs  missional  leadership, 
marked  by  the  characteristics  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  lower  tier  of  the  sur¬ 
vey,  laity  are  registering  high 
marks  for  those  kinds  of  character¬ 
istics  generally  associated  with  a 
maintenance  style  of  operation,” 
the  report  concluded. 


Kansas  United  Methodist  team  pitches  in  to  help  Californians 

LOS  ANGELES— Bishops  Fritz  Mutti  (left)  of  the  Kansas  Area  and  Roy  Sano  Chatfield  of  Goodland,  Kan.,  put  finishing  touches  on  the  kitchen  stove  at  the 
(right)  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area  take  time  out  from  carpentry  work  at  Wesley  church's  Rakestraw  Center.  The  Kansas  work  team  spent  the  first  week  of  Au- 
United  Methodist  Church  to  visit  with  the  church's  pstor,  the  Rev.  Robert  Ha-  gust  doing  major  repairs  in  the  center,  which  provides  food,  shelter  and  other 
bersham.  At  right,  the  Rev.  Sara  Dillinger  of  Great  Bend.,  Kan.,  and  Dixie  resources  for  homeless  and  other  needy  people. 


Program  aims  to  'bust  out'  of  maintenance-mode  ministry 


By  DONALD  W.  HAYNES 

“What  happens  when  antiquated 
world  views  and  wom-out  ecclesiol- 
ogy  are  clung  to  in  the  face  of  their 
declining  relevance  is  not  hard  to 
predict,”  writes  the  Rev.  Leonard 
Sweet. 

Dr.  Sweet,  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  con¬ 
tinues: 


“Global  paradigm  shifts  are  leav¬ 
ing  denominations  in  the  dust.” 

Pastors  are  weary  of  being  the 
“key”  to  the  success  or  failure  of  the 
church.  The  truth  remains  that  laity 
seldom  go  beyond  the  vision  of 
their  pastor  for  long. 

VISION  2000  considers  “Clergy 
Proficiency  Seminars”  to  be  a  “make 
or  break”  factor  in  this  holistic  evan¬ 
gelization  “bust  out”  from  a  mainte¬ 
nance-mode  ministry. 


If  pastors  see  themselves  as 
“minders  of  the  parish  store,”  then 
instead  of  the  world’s  being  their 
parish,  the  membership  parish  be¬ 
comes  their  world. 

Vision  does  not  come  from  a  ser¬ 
mon  or  a  lecture  but  from  the  reor¬ 
dering  of  our  horizons,  the 
jettisoning  of  ineffective  methods 
and  the  recognition  that  researcher 
George  Bama  is  correct  in  saying 
that  vision  “is  not  the  product  of 


consensus,  but  consensus  can  be  the 
product  of  vision.” 

If  we  continue  to  do  business  as 
usual,  we  shall,  in  hundreds  of  par¬ 
ishes,  soon  cease  doing  business. 

Clergy  work  hard  at  being  inten¬ 
sive  care  pastors  to  a  demanding 
membership.  Thus  clergy  have  little 
vision  or  energy  for  the  evangeliza¬ 
tion  of  indigenous  subcultures  such 
as  baby  boomers. 

Clergy  were  called  and  trained  to 


be  homestead  pastors;  VISION 
2000  calls  us  to  be  pioneer  pastors. 

The  new  frontier  is  the  44  percent 
of  Americans  who  are  unchurched, 
biblically  illiterate,  have  no  Christian 
memory  and  won’t  knock  the  church 
door  down  seeking  membership. 

Dr.  Haynes  is  superintendent  for 
the  Charlotte  District  of  United 
Methodism's  Western  North  Caroli¬ 
na  Annual  Conference. 


CLASSIFIED 


insertion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  S 1 5  additional  plus  add  S9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  infor¬ 
mation  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other- 
wise  approved  in  advance. 


PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY,  South¬ 

ern  Methodist  University  search  reopened: 
Systematic  Theology.  Ph.D.  degree  or  equiva¬ 
lent  degree  and  demonstrated  competency  in 
teaching  and  scholarship  required.  Date  of  ap¬ 
pointment.  rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Dead¬ 
line  for  applications.  October  15,  1993.  Write 
to:  Professor  W.J.A.  Power,  Chair,  Theology 
Search,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
TX  75275-0133  and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  does 
not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  na¬ 
tional  or  ethnic  origin,  sex.  or  disability.  SMU 
is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity/Ti- 
tle  IX  employer. 


YOUTH/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full¬ 
time.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr. 
Eddie  Horn,  St.  Paul  UMC.  700  W.  8th  St.,  El 
Dorado,  AR  71730.  Phone  (501)  862-4242. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  THE  ARTS, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas. 
Send  resume  to:  Mrs.  Karen  Spencer,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue, 
Dallas.  TX  75201 .  Deadline  is  November  30. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 

Education  (ordained  or  lay)  wanted  for  2700- 
member  congregation.  SI. 5  million  budget. 
Large,  active,  and  growing  program  with  excel¬ 
lent  facilities  including  new  gym.  Multiple 
staff  church,  committed  to  the  most  compre¬ 
hensive  ministry  possible.  Salary  based  on  ex¬ 
perience.  Requires  excellent  administrative 
ability,  successful  adult  Christian  educatipn 
track  record,  knowledge  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum,  commitment  to  training  lay  volun¬ 
teers,  and  desire  to  be  the  staff  leader  for  a 
busy  Council  on  Ministries.  Contact:  Dr.  B. 
Michael  Watson,  Senior  Pastor,  Dauphin  Way 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  6845,  Mo¬ 
bile.  AL  36660-0845.  (205)  471-1511. 


PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  900- 

member  church  in  southeast  Texas.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include  direction  of  adult  choir, 
children  and  youth  choirs  and  handbell  choir. 
Emphasis  upon  recruiting  and  strengthening 
music  program.  Coordination  of  music  for  ear¬ 
ly  service,  with  emphasis  on  contemporary 
Christian  music.  Job  description  may  be  ex¬ 
pandable  to  include  other  program  areas.  Sala- 

8  negotiable  based  on  experience,  training. 

ontact:  First  UMC  670  N.  5th  Street,  Silsbee. 
TX  77656.  (409)  385-5568. 


STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Director  of 

Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministries,  part-time. 
Lehman  Church.  Strong  Christian  commitment. 
College  degree  preferred.  Experience  in  youth 
work.  Organizational  and  personal  relationship 
skills.  Contact  church  office:  (215)  675-21 10. 


DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS.  The 

Rocky  Mountain  Conference.  Responsibilities 
include:  interpreter  of  vision,  information  offi¬ 
cer.  publishing  editor  of  the  conference  publi¬ 
cation.  Deadline:  October  I,  1993.  Contact: 
Janet  Forbes,  Council  Director,  2200  S.  Uni¬ 
versity  Blvd..  Denver.  CO  80210.  (303)  733- 
3736.  _ 


THE  BEST  PEOPLE  IN  THE  WORLD  travel 
with  Coleman  Tours:  Canada/New  England 
Foliage.  September  26;  Branson  Christmas. 
November  14;  Australia/New  Zealand  Holiday 
Cruise.  December  19.  1-800-346-971 1. 


•DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65.  week, 
S525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  want¬ 
ed  for  1 150-member  church  in  metro-Chicago. 
Vital  program  in  place.  Full-time  salary  plus 
housing.  First  UMC,  123  N.  Plum  Grove  Rd.. 
Palatine.  IL  60067,  (708)  359- 1 345. 


YOUTH  AND  MUSIC  MINISTER,  First 

United  Methodist  Church  of  Joshua.  $15,700 
per  year.  30  +  hours  per  week.  Primary  focus 
on  youth,  with  responsibility  for  chancel  choir 
and  music  in  worship.  Call  Rev.  Mike  Rams- 
dell  (817)  558-9801,  or  write  Box  376,  Joshua. 
TX  76058.  


RED  BIRD  MISSION  AND  MEDICAL  Center 

in  Southeast  Kentucky  announces  the  follow¬ 
ing  openings.  Each  position  requires  a  strong 
Christian  commitment,  cultural  respect,  and 
understanding  of  Appalachia.  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor:  Solid  administrative  experience  necessary 
with  specialized  understanding  in  education, 
medical  care,  or  social  services.  Bachelors  de¬ 
gree  required.  Dormitory  Counselor:  Commit¬ 
ted  and  caring  individual  or  couple  to  work  as 
houseparent  for  high  school  girls.  Experience 
preferred.  Workcamp  Coordinator:  Requires 
maintenance/construction  skills  and  proficien¬ 
cy  in  organization,  communications  and  pub¬ 
lic  relations.  Personnel  Director,  Red  Bird 
Mission.  Beverly.  KY  40913.  (606)  598-3155. 


ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY  for 
Christian  Social  Relations.  The  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  is  seeking  an  individual  to 
provide  general  administration,  planning  and 
coordination  of  the  Christian  Social  Relations 
program  of  the  Women's  Division.  This  posi¬ 
tion  requires  membership  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  knowledge  of  and/or 
experience  in  United  Methodist  Women.  The 
qualified  candidate  should  have  a  master's  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent,  a  minimum  of  five  (5)  years 
work  experience  in  social  action  related  field 
with  credibility  among  organizations  and 
groups  in  this  field,  including  non-ecclesiasti- 
cal  persons  and  organizations.  In  addition,  a 
firm  grounding  in  the  biblical  and  theological 
basis  for  socialjustice,  an  ability  to  analyze  so¬ 
cial  trends  and  issues  and  coordinate  resources 
is  required.  The  individual  should  also  have 
good  organizational,  administrative,  financial 
and  communication  skills  as  well  as  prior  su¬ 
pervisory  experience.  Interested  candidates 
should  call  or  write  to:  Ms.  Deneen  Cooper, 
Human  Resources  Dept.  General  Boara  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York.  NY  1 0 1 1  5.  (2 1 2)  870-3666  for  an  appli¬ 
cation  and  job  description. 


ORGAN  FOR  SALE  S2.000.  Allen  with  large 
speaker.  Good  condition.  Contact:  First  UMC, 
1411  Glenwood.  West  Monroe,  LA  71291. 
(318)387-0511. 


CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR 

sought.  The  WNY  Annual  Conference  (United 
Methodist)  is  seeking  a  Council  Director,  ef¬ 
fective  date,  July  I.  1994.  Skills  needed,  but 
not  limited  to:  programmatic  visioning  and 
implementation;  financial  management;  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  diverse  cultural  and  theological 
membership;  demonstrated  high  interpersonal 
experience  and  proficiency;  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church;  in-depth  knowledge 
of  The  United  Methodist  Churcn,  its  structure 
and  operations.  A  master's  degree  or  its  equiv¬ 
alent  is  necessary.  Ten  years  of  related  experi¬ 
ence  is  desired.  WNY  Conference  has  an 
affirmative  action  plan  and  is  an  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  employer.  For  additional  information 
write:  William  E.  Burdick,  Chair,  The  ACCOM 
Personnel  Committee,  7  Church  Street,  Akron, 
NY  14001-1217. 


EMMAUS!  DE  COLORES  GIFTS.  Stationery. 

mugs,  cassettes,  buttons,  pins  and  more.  For 
color  brochure  send  Si  to:  Guardian  Angel 
Gifts,  Box  94172,  Cleveland,  OH  44101. 


FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  AND  YOUTH  DI¬ 

RECTOR.  Growing  800-member  UM  Church. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary 
$21,500.  Send  resume  to:  Pastor  Charles 
Avery,  Box  39,  Destin,  FL  32540. 


FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  AND  YOUTH  Di¬ 

rector.  Growing  800-member  UM  Church.  De- 

See  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  $21,500. 

nd  resume  to:  Pastor  Charles  Avery,  Box  39, 
Destin,  FL  32540. 


NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 

Kingwood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston 
North  District.  Membership  3250.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Jim  Seitz,  Kingwood  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1799  Woodland  Hills  Dr., 
Kingwood.  TX  77339.  Deadline  10/1/93. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 

growing  1500-member  suburban  church.  Adult 
choirs,  youth  choir,  handbell  choirs,  and  chil¬ 
dren's  choirs.  Must  possess  enthusiasm  for  di¬ 
verse  musical  styles.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee  Chairperson,  Mission  Bend  UMC, 
14634  Bellaire  Blvd.,  Houston,  TX  77083. 


•MAKE  A  JOYFUL  NOISE”,  exciting  en¬ 

larged  song  book  now  224  pages,  used  at  Pur¬ 
due  Men's  Congress,  limited  overrun  while 
they  last,  at  $5.00  each,  20  for  $80,  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  Special  section  for  men’s  work,  with  add¬ 
ed  songs  like  "Spirit  Song”  (Purdue  theme), 
“Maiesty”,  five  from  Bill  Gaither,  and  21  oth¬ 
er  different  songs.  In  "perfect  binding"  (non- 
sprial).  Spiral  edition  through  Cokesbury 
stores  or  1-800-672-1789  at  $5.95  for  1-5, 
$5.50  6  or  more,  plus  shipping.  Now  43,000  in 
print. 


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  YOUTH  Ministry. 
1 300-member  church.  Full-time  ordained,  di- 
aconal,  or  lay  person.  Extensive  experience  in 
successful  youth  ministry  required.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  credentials  and 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  4833  Selkirk  Drive,  Fort  Worth,  TX 
76109. 


Ecumenists  claim  world  harvest' 
as  steps  toward  Christian  unity 


" Our  way  of  doing  theology  is  emerging  from  our 
communities." 

— The  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

SANTIAGO  DE  COMPOSTE¬ 
LA,  Spain — The  notion  that  ecume¬ 
nism  has  waned,  that  an  ecumenical 
winter  has  descended  upon  the 
churches  and  spring  appears  far  off, 
met  serious  challenge  during  the 
Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith 
and  Order  Aug.  3-14. 

The  conference,  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  30  years,  spent  10  days  in 
meetings,  worship,  report  writing 
and  koinonia. 

'Crop'  of  successes 

Instead  of  “winter,”  participants 
proclaimed  a  season  of  “harvest.” 
They  pointed  to  a  crop  of  bilateral 
and  multilateral  dialogues,  to  three 
major  studies  undertaken  since  the 
last  world  gathering  in  Montreal  in 
1963  and  to  a  “biblical-theological 
exchange,  worship  and  involvement 
in  the  problems  and  conflicts  of  this 
world  as  one  integral  whole.” 

As  a  movement  of  churches, 
Faith  and  Order  is  wider  than  any 
local,  regional  or  global  ecumenical 
structure.  It  embraces  not  only  the 
329  Protestant  and  Orthodox  mem¬ 
ber  churches  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  but  also  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  Pentecostal 
and  Evangelical  churches  not  linked 
to  the  Geneva-based  Council. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  ecu¬ 
menical  officer  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  saw  as  one  of 
Santiago’s  major  achievements  the 
way  in  which  contextual  and  grass¬ 
roots  issues  will  be  more  integrated 
into  Faith  and  Order’s  work. 


“Our  way  of  doing  theology  is 
emerging  from  our  communities,” 
he  said. 

The  Rev.  Frances  Young,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  theologian  at  the  University  of 
Birmingham,  England,  started  each 
day  with  a  provocative  and  often 
controversial  interpretation  of 
Paul’s  Epistle  to  the  Galatians, 
viewing  it  from  the  unity  focus. 

Catholic  highlight 

For  the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wain- 
wright,  professor  of  Christian  theol¬ 
ogy  at  Duke  University  in  Durham, 
N.C.,  Santiago’s  best  moment  came 
during  the  speech  of  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Cardinal  Cassily  and  the  sus¬ 
tained  applause  that  followed  it. 

After  affirming  the  Catholic 
Church’s  “irrevocable  commitment” 
to  the  ecumenical  movement  and 
calling  for  close  integration  of  Faith 
and  Order  with  justice,  peace  and  the 
integrity  of  creation  concerns,  the 
cardinal  said  that  important  issues 
related  to  the  nature  and  mission  of 
the  church  had  yet  to  be  resolved.  He 
encouraged  the  commission’s  ongo¬ 
ing  study  of  ecclesiology. 

The  Rev.  Roberta  Bondi,  profes¬ 
sor  of  patristics  and  church  history 
at  United  Methodist-related  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta, 
found  making  music  her  way  to¬ 
wards  koinonia. 

Music  will  give  us  “cheerier 


hearts”  as  we  face  the  unity  task, 
she  said. 

Serenaded  by  flautist 

Dr.  Bondi  serenaded  participants 
with  “Jesu,  Joy  of  Man’s  Desiring” 
as  they  entered  the  1 8th  century 
monastic  dining  hall  of  the  Semin- 
ario  Mayo  Aug.  1 1  to  begin  a  meal 
in  silence  and  in  reflection  on  the 
world’s  hungry. 

The  idea  had  been  broached  by 
South  African  Anglican  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu  and  others  who 
wanted  Faith  and  Order  to  assert 
what  they  consider  to  be  its  greatest 
strengths:  prayer  and  spirituality. 

Despite  long  speeches,  heavy-go¬ 
ing  group  and  sectional  meetings 
and  late-night  drafting  of  the  con¬ 
ference  message,  Dr.  Bondi  kept 
herself  centered  with  her  flute. 

“When  I  get  tense,  anxious,  even 
joyful,  I  just  blow  the  feelings  out  of 
my  head,”  she  said. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  told  the  plenary 
that  it  takes  at  least  five  words  in 
English  to  translate  the  Greek  word 
koinonia'.  Community,  commu¬ 
nion,  fellowship,  participation  and 
sharing. 

He  asked  the  audience  to  share  its 
koinonia  by  giving  to  the  $10  mil¬ 
lion  Archbishop  Iakovos  Endow¬ 
ment  for  Faith  and  Order. 
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Religion, 
health  ethics 
linking  again 

By  PAMELA  SCHAEFFER 

Religious  News  Service 

Medical  ethics,  a  burgeoning  field 
that  has  generated  a  body  of  experts 
over  the  past  quarter  century,  is  un¬ 
dergoing  re-examination  in  some 
circles  as  scholars  renew  links  with 
religious  thought. 

Advocates  of  the  new  direction 
regard  it  as  a  healthy  step,  given 
that  the  questions  have  profound 
implications  for  life  and  death  and 
for  distribution  of  scarce  medical 
resources,  a  major  concern  of  the 
health  care  reform  promised  by  the 
Clinton  administration. 

Among  those  advocates  is  Daniel 
Callahan,  director  of  the  Hastings 
Center  in  BriarclifT  Manor,  N.Y. 
Callahan,  though  a  non-believer, 
noted  in  a  recent  discussion  at  the 
center  that  religion,  while  some¬ 
times  divisive,  can  also  serve  as  a 
bridge. 

“Religion  helps  us  shape  a  more 
communal  view — not  mine  versus 
yours,  but  how  we  can  share  what  is 
ours,”  he  said. 

The  Hastings  Center  is  an  influ¬ 
ential  educational  and  research  or¬ 
ganization  specializing  in  medical 
ethics. 

In  a  highly  polarized  U.S.  society, 
characterized  by  acrimonious  de¬ 
bates  over  such  moral  issues  as 
abortion  and  euthanasia,  medical 
ethicists  are  increasingly  visible. 

The  'new  priesthood' 

So  influential  have  they  become 
in  recent  years  that  they  are  some¬ 
times  described  as  a  “new  priest¬ 
hood” — a  group  of  experts 
anointed  by  medical  professionals 
and  consumers  to  offer  counsel  and 
establish  guidelines  on  complex 
medical,  moral  and  legal  issues. 

The  label  acknowledges  the  degree 
to  which  these  experts  have,  inten¬ 
tionally  or  not,  supplanted  religious 
leaders  as  arbiters  and  shapers  of 
public  medical-moral  views. 

Also  looming  large  on  the  moral 
horizon  are  growing  possibilities  for 
genetic  manipulation,  allowing  re¬ 
searchers  not  only  to  “cure”  inherit¬ 
ed  tendencies  to  disease,  but  also  to 
produce  “designer  babies”  accord¬ 
ing  to  standards  defined  by  parents 
or  society. 

But  the  “priests”  who  establish 
moral  and  ethical  guidelines,  oper¬ 
ating  in  hundreds  of  offices  and 
centers  across  the  United  States — 
in  medical  schools,  colleges  and 
universities,  hospitals  and  indepen¬ 
dent  institutions — have  been  reluc¬ 
tant  since  the  field  emerged  as  a 
secular  enterprise  in  the  1960s  to 
speak  in  religious  terms. 

Rather,  most  medical  ethicists 
have  been  at  pains  to  address  a  high¬ 
ly  diverse  audience — doctors,  nurses, 
academics,  legal  experts  and  shapers 
of  public  policy,  as  well  as  the  public 
at  large — and  have  determined  their 
goals  were  best  served  by  speaking  in 
secular  concepts  and  terms. 

As  a  result,  they  have  aimed  for 
rational  arguments  rooted  in  philos¬ 
ophy  and  law  and  framed  in  secular 
concepts  and  terms. 

Experts  look  back 

But  the  1990s  are  turning  out  to 
be  an  era  when  some  key  figures  are 
calling  for  a  turning  back,  a  return 
to  roots  in  moral  theology  and  reli¬ 
gion.  A  small  but  growing  number 
of  ethicists  are  highlighting  the  his¬ 
toric  role  and  present  usefulness  of 
religion  in  broadening  and  deepen¬ 
ing  the  debates  over  profound  hu¬ 
man  questions. 

Allen  Verhey,  director  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Religion  at  the  Texas 
Medical  Center  in  Houston,  cited 
“a  reopening  for  religious  voices” 
in  the  field.  “There’s  more  room  to¬ 
day  for  religious  voices  to  speak 
with  integrity,”  he  said. 

Among  signs  of  change: 

✓  A  major  conference  this  fall 
scheduled  for  Oct.  22-24  at  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Religion  at  the  Texas 
Medical  Center  in  Houston  prom¬ 
ises  to  “look  back  to  the  contribu¬ 
tion  of  religious  voices  in  the  early 
conversations  about  medical  ethics 
and  to  the  subsequent  marginaliza¬ 
tion  of  those  voices.” 

/The  Hastings  Center  explored 
the  role  of  religion  in  bioethics  in  a 
supplement  to  its  Hastings  Center 
Report. 

/  The  Park  Ridge  Center,  found¬ 
ed  in  1985  precisely  to  explore  the 
relationship  of  health,  faith  and  eth¬ 
ics,  is  expanding  rapidly.  Since 
1989,  funding  has  increased  almost 
fourfold,  to  an  annual  budget  of 
nearly  $3  million. 
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ATLANTA,  Georgia— Students  at  Candler  School  of  Theology's  Youth  Theology  Institute  try  out  the 
latest  in  interactive  video  technology  from  the  American  Bible  Society  while  Don  C.  Richter,  left,  the 
program's  director,  looks  on. 


Teenagers  are  'doing  theology ' 
at  seminary's  summer  institute 


By  ELAINE  JUSTICE 

Emory  University  News 

ATLANTA— When  60  high 
school  students  from  across  the 
country  came  to  Emory’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology  this  summer 
for  the  first-ever  Youth  Theology 
Institute,  some  thought  the 
month-long  residential  program 
might  be  like  the  church  camps 
they  remembered. 

They  were  surprised. 

Not  many  camps  have  students 
reading  and  discussing  advanced 
theology  and  public  policy,  doing 
community  service  projects,  using 
the  latest  video  technology  to 
learn  Bible  texts  and  questioning 
popular  musicians  about  their 
work. 

“It  wasn’t  what  I  expected, 
which  is  good,”  said  Betsy  John¬ 
son  of  Atlanta,  one  of  the  handful 
of  Georgia  students  chosen  for  the 
institute  on  the  Emory  campus. 

“I’m  learning  a  lot  about  the  in¬ 
tellectual  basis  of  Christian  faith,” 
said  Ms.  Johnson,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist.  “I’m  realizing  why  I  chose 
the  religion  I  chose  and  reasons  to 
support  it.” 

The  Youth  Theology  Institute, 
funded  for  its  first  three  years  by  a 
grant  from  the  Lilly  Endowment, 
aims  to  encourage  youths  to  think 
about  important  life  and  faith 
questions,  to  share  their  thoughts 
and  to  see  the  world  around  them 
with  new  eyes,  says  director  Don 
C.  Richter. 

Admission  to  the  program  is 
competitive,  and  tuition,  room 
and  board  are  paid  by  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Look  for  the  mystery 

“Immerse  yourself,”  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ter  told  students  on  their  first  day. 
“Open  your  eyes  and  ears  to  the 


" I'm  realizing  why  I 
chose  the  religion  I 
chose  and  reasons  to 
support  it." 

— Betsy  Johnson 

mystery  of  life,  even  the  mystery 
of  the  familiar.  Learn  something 
new  every  day.” 

And  they  have.  From  encoun¬ 
tering  the  homeless  to  holding  af¬ 
ter-class  discussions,  students 
have  taken  the  institute  and  made 
it  their  own. 

The  group  had  an  hour's  worth 
of  questions  for  speaker  Emily  Sa¬ 
bers  of  the  popular  singing  duo  the 
Indigo  Girls,  and  her  father,  the 
Rev.  Don  E.  Sabers,  professor  of 
theology  and  worship  at  Candler. 

Ms.  Sabers  said  that  music  has  al¬ 
ways  been  an  important  part  of  her 
life.  As  a  child,  she  recalled  dressing 
up  with  her  sisters  and  performing 
songs  by  the  Jackson  Five,  her  fa¬ 
vorite  group.  Mom  and  Dad  were 
always  supportive,  she  said. 

Love  for  music  is  what  drew  Ms. 
Sabers  into  making  her  partner¬ 
ship  with  fellow  Indigo  Girl  Amy 
Ray  a  full-time  pursuit. 

“The  most  important  thing  was 
what  the  music  meant  to  us,  not  to 
make  money  or  to  be  famous,”  she 
said. 

One  song  that  still  has  great 
meaning  personally  for  Ms.  Sabers 
is  “Prince  of  Darkness.” 

“Mom  and  Dad  raised  me  with 
a  set  of  values,  but  during  college  1 
went  through  a  rebellious  period,” 
she  said.  “The  song  is  about  com¬ 
ing  back  to  the  values  I  grew  up 
with,  but  this  time  I  knew  they 
were  mine.” 

Father  and  daughter  had  similar 
advice  for  students. 

“Always  tell  the  truth  and  be 


true,”  said  Ms.  Sabers. 

Dr.  Sabers  encouraged  students 
to  “find  something  for  which  you 
are  willing  to  give  your  life,  that 
you  can  believe  in  passionately 
over  a  lifetime.” 

Taking  the  'urban  plunge' 

Students  had  ample  time  during 
the  institute  to  explore  what  might 
become  their  life-long  passions — 
community  service,  ecology,  busi¬ 
ness,  politics,  foreign  cultures  and 
pilgrimages  to  churches  of  various 
cultures. 

Urban  minister  Virginia  Du- 
Pree  led  the  group  on  a  day-long 
“urban  plunge”  to  expose  them  to 
urban  ministries. 

Home  builder  Fernando  Arias 
prepared  students  for  a  visit  to 
Habitat  for  Humanity  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Americus,  Ga. 

“The  institute  has  been  a  study 
in  diversity  of  viewpoints  because 
the  students  come  from  so  many 
different  backgrounds,”  said  Lu¬ 
theran  Greg  Bohlken  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn. 

“We  got  into  some  deep  ques¬ 
tions  and  discussions  every  day. 
Sometimes  our  ideas  clashed,  but 
that’s  what  made  it  interesting.” 

Craig  Dykstra,  vice  president 
for  the  Lilly  Endowment,  said  the 
institute  fulfills  his  longstanding 
dream  that  high  school  students 
could  gather  on  a  college  campus 
to  explore  theology  “and  to  con¬ 
nect  it  with  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world  around  them  and  within 
their  own  lives  and  hearts." 

Dr.  Richter  said  he  and  the  pro¬ 
gram  faculty  at  Candler  share  that 
dream. 

“The  institute  is  devoted  to  cre¬ 
ating  the  kind  of  learning  experi¬ 
ence  that  I  wish  had  been  available 
when  I  was  1 7  years  old,”  he  said. 


The  race,  not  medal,  counts  most 


By  RON  KAPALKA 

“Whoever  said  winning  isn’t  ev¬ 
erything,  must  never  have  won  any¬ 
thing!” 

This  comment  came  from  an  ath¬ 
lete  at  last  year’s  Olympics  in  Bar¬ 
celona. 

I  tried  to  see  this  through  his 
eyes.  What  would  it  be  like  to  train 
for  a  lifetime,  only  to  lose  at  the 
Olympics?  I  can  only  guess  at  the 
disappointment.  But  is  winning  ev¬ 
erything? 

Two  other  athletes  from  the  Win¬ 
ter  Olympics  come  to  mind. 

One  was  a  cross-country  skier 
who  won  the  gold  medal  in  his 
event. 

He  waited  by  the  finish  line  for 
over  an  hour  to  cheer  on  a  friend  he 
had  made  at  the  games.  He  waited 
to  honor  another  athlete,  one  not  as 
gifted  as  himself  but  one  who  perse¬ 
vered  and  finished  the  race. 

Or  yet  another  young  man  who 
skated  the  performance  of  his  life¬ 
time.  He  received  poor  scores  from 
the  judges.  But  joy  radiated  from 
him  as  he  accepted  the  cheers  of  the 
crowd  and  rejoiced  in  having  skated 
to  the  limit  of  his  ability. 

Many  wanted  Jesus  to  overthrow 
the  Romans,  the  gentiles  who  occu¬ 
pied  their  holy  land.  Jesus  drew 
large  crowds  at  first.  He  could  have 


accepted  their  mission  for  him.  He 
could  have  assumed  the  role  of  mes¬ 
sianic  warrior.  He  could  have  de¬ 
feated  the  Romans;  he  could  have 
won. 

The  victory  would  have  been 
without  much  meaning,  however. 
His  message  of  God’s  love  would 
have  been  lost.  His  message  of  for¬ 
giveness,  of  hope,  of  inner  peace 
and  of  healing  would  have  been 
swept  away. 

What  if  we  cheat? 

What  is  most  important  in  our 
lives?  Is  a  gold  medal  important  if 
we  cheat  to  win  it?  Is  success  in  ca¬ 
reer  important  if  we  sacrifice  our 
family  along  the  way?  Does  holding 
power  or  prestige  have  meaning  if 
we  are  in  constant  fear  of  losing 
them? 

Certainly  we  must  seek  to  do  our 
best.  The  apostle  Paul  once  re¬ 
marked,  “1  press  on  toward  the  goal 
to  win  the  prize  . . .”  He  used  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Greek  racers  to  express 
his  determination  to  do  his  best. 

In  the  end  it  is  not  really  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  winning  is  impor¬ 
tant.  The  question  is:  Is  it  more 
important  than  anything  else? 

If  success  must  be  measured  by 
such  a  value,  then  we  must  question 
the  goal  towards  which  we  are  rac¬ 
ing.  To  succeed  in  one’s  chosen  ca- 
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reer  is  desirable.  However,  we  must 
be  careful  in  defining  success  within 
that  career.  Making  it  to  the  top  by 
trampling  others  is  not  true  success. 

Finding  your  niche  somewhere, 
perhaps  far  short  of  the  top,  is  not 
failure  either.  We  have  different 
gifts,  different  talents,  and  they  are 
all  needed. 


Few  win  the  gold 

Paul  addressed  this  in  his  letter  to 
the  Corinthians:  “If  the  whole  body 
were  an  eye,  where  would  the  sense 
of  hearing  be?  If  the  whole  body 
were  an  ear,  where  would  the  sense 
of  smell  be?” 

We  each  do  our  part,  to  the  best  of 
our  ability.  This  is  what  God  wants 
and  expects  from  us.  Precious  few  of 
us  ever  win  a  gold  medal 

Most  people  never  receive  formal 
recognition  for  the  achievements  of 
their  life.  They  have  not  gone  unno¬ 
ticed,  however.  Perhaps  we  have 
taken  their  love  for  granted  too 
long;  perhaps  it  is  time  for  all  of  us 
to  say,  “Well  done!"  to  each  of  our 
family  members  and  friends. 


Book's  main  character 
takes  Jesus  seriously 


“Mystical  Poltis,"  by  Susan  Ho  watch.  (Fawcett 
Crest,  New  York).  502  pages,  paperbock.  $5.99 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

“In  other  words  human  life  is  under 
threat  from  destructive  forces  or  evil. 
It  was  one  of  Jung’s  complaints  about 
Christian  theologians  that  they  did 
not  take  evil  seriously  enough. " 

—Christopher  Bryant 

It’s  rare  enough  these  days  to  find 
popular  fiction  that  includes  any 
reference  to  Jesus  Christ  except  as 
profanity. 

It’s  even  more  rare  to  find  a  novel 
that  devotes  a  great  deal  of  ink  to 
one  person’s  view  of  the  man 
named  Jesus. 

“Mystical  Paths”  is  such  a  novel. 
Its  author,  Susan  Howatch,  is  a  sto¬ 
ryteller  of  extraordinary  skill. 

“Mystical  Paths”  is  the  fifth  in  a 
series  of  her  novels  about  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  20th  Cen¬ 
tury.  The  first  few  were  enormous 
best  sellers:  “Glittering  Images,” 
“Glamourous  Powers,”  “Ultimate 
Prizes”  and  “Scandalous  Risks.” 

All  of  the  novels  revolve  around 
the  powerful  clergy  families  of  the 
Starbridge  diocese  and  those  in 
their  innermost  circles. 

The  central  character,  Nicholas 
Darrow,  is  a  young  man  struggling 
to  become  an  ordained  Anglican 
priest. 

Set  in  the  drug  culture  of  1960s 
England,  Nick  is  included  in  but 
never  quite  a  part  of  a  young  society 
woman’s  doomed  coterie  of  licen¬ 
tious  friends. 

Nick’s  hero  is  the  “great  mystic, 
healer,  exorcist  and  teacher  of  the 
first  century,  the  Jesus  of  history, 
the  Christ  of  Eternity,  the  Light  of 
the  World.” 

Like  his  highly  respected  priest  fa¬ 
ther,  Jonathan  Darrow,  Nick  has  psy¬ 
chic  gifts.  But  he  finds  out  very  early 
in  his  life  that  the  manifestation  of 
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such  gifts  comes  unwanted,  uncon¬ 
trolled  and  with  a  heavy  price. 

Ms.  Howatch  uses  the  plot  to  illu¬ 
minate  how  two  languages — reli¬ 
gion  and  psychology — can  be  used 
to  describe  the  same  phenomena. 
Or,  as  Nick  describes  it,  the  “old 
fashioned  picture  language”  (the 
devil,  demons,  possession,  etc.)  and 
“modem  scientific  language”  (grief, 
guilt,  lust,  etc.). 

Both  languages,  he  says,  are  simply 
symbols  that  express  reality.  And  the 
reality  is  that  by  any  name,  such 
forces  wreak  havoc,  as  the  story  con¬ 
vincingly  reveals  in  moral  lessons 
most  uncommon  in  a  contemporary 
novel. 

The  author  writes  that  “Mystical 
Paths”  reflects  a  period  when  the 
church  was  dominated  by  the  think¬ 
ing  of  Michael  Ramsey,  who  became 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  1961. 

Ms.  Howatch  based  the  thought 
of  the  Darrows  on  the  work  of 
Christopher  Bryant,  author  of  “The 
River  Within,”  "Depth  Psychology 
and  Religious  Belief’  and  “Jung 
and  the  Christian  Way,”  among 
others. 

It  is  an  interesting  book,  well 
worth  reading,  because  of  the  ideas 
presented  and  because  Ms.  Howatch 
never  seems  to  ran  out  of  intriguing 
characters.  These  characters  share 
the  same  fatal  flaw:  self-deception. 

All  of  Ms.  Howatch’s  books  on 
20th  Century  Anglican  thought  delve 
into  some  aspects  of  the  supernatu¬ 
ral.  But  the  psychic  powers  described 
in  “Mystical  Paths”  strained  the  cre¬ 
dulity  of  this  reviewer  more  than  any 
of  her  other  books. 

Psychic  powers  or  no,  the  very  in¬ 
teresting  portrait  of  Jesus  presented 
in  this  book  could  very  well  make 
readers  want  to  leam  more.  And  for 
that  Ms.  Howatch  deserves  credit. 


Hymn  reflects  author's 
life  of  pilgrimage,  faith 


Guide  me.  O  thou  great  Jehovah, 
Pilgrim  through  this  barren  land; 
lam  weak,  but  thou  art  mighty; 

Hold  me  with  thy  powerful  hand; 
Bread  of  heaven, 

Feed  me  till  /  want  no  more. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

William  Williams,  the  son  of  a 
well-to-do  Welsh  farmer,  planned  to 
be  a  physician.  However,  the  fer¬ 
vent  preaching  of  Welsh  evangelist 
Howell  Harris  changed  all  this. 

Williams  was  ordained  in  the 
Church  of  England,  but  his  strong 
evangelical  views  brought  him  op¬ 
position  from  church  leaders.  He 
left  the  Anglican  Church  and  joined 
the  Calvinistic  Methodists. 

Not  interested  in  settling  down  to 
a  local  congregation,  Williams  be¬ 
came  an  itinerant  evangelist  and 
was  assisted  by  his  wife,  a  gifted 
singer. 

His  fame  as  a  preacher  spread 
throughout  Wales.  During  almost  a 
half  century,  by  his  own  records,  he 
traveled  more  than  95,000  miles 
preaching  the  gospel. 

He  wrote  more  than  800  hymns 
in  the  Welsh  language  and  more 
than  100*  in  English.  Several  edi- 


History 
of  Hymns 

tions  of  his  hymns  were  exceedingly 
popular  in  Wales. 

So  popular  were  his  hymns  that 
people  who  could  not  read  used 
them  to  learn  to  read  their  language 
and  subsequently  memorized  a 
great  many  of  Williams’  hymns. 

“Guide  Me,  O  Thou  Great  Jeho¬ 
vah,”  written  in  Welsh  in  1744, 
contains  many  word  pictures  from 
the  Scriptures.  “Bread  of  heaven,” 
“fire  and  cloudy  pillar,”  “verge  of 
Jordan,”  “land  me  safe  on  Canaan’s 
side,”  all  bring  reminders  of  the 
trek  of  the  children  of  Israel  from 
bondage  in  Egypt  to  the  Promised 
Land. 

Several  different  tunes  are  sung 
with  this  hymn,  but  the  tune  that 
seems  to  be  most  frequently  used  is 
“Cwm  Rhondda.”  The  tune  was 
composed  by  John  Hughes  in  1907 
for  the  annual  Baptist  Cymanfa 
Ganu  (singing  festival)  at  Chapel 
Rhondda,  Pontypridd,  Wales. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"On  Iordan's  Stormy  Banks  I  Stand" 
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Protest  beyond  the  pulpit 

NEW  YORK — The  Rev.  lames  Forbes  |r.  took  his  preaching  be¬ 
yond  the  elegant  confines  of  Riverside  Church  recently  when 
he  led  a  delegation  of  protesters  to  the  125th  Street  and  Broad¬ 
way  subway  stop  in  New  York  City.  The  group  said  the  station 
is  dangerous,  inadequately  lit,  filled  with  debris  and  poorly  pa¬ 
trolled.  Mr.  Forbes  prodded  the  city  fathers  for  their  neglect  of 
this  Harlem  station  while  other  spots  in  the  city  are  getting  a 
facelift. 
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IT'S  BACK  TO  SCHOOL  TIMEl 

The  children  here  at  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  are 
really  enjoying  their  summer  vacation.  In  fact,  as  I  walked 
back  to  my  office  a  few  minutes  ago,  I  saw  and  heard  about  a 
dozen  boys  and  girls  in  our  campus  swimming  pool.  They  were 
laughing  and  screaming  (the  kind  of  happy  screaming  you 
expect  when  kids  are  playing  together  in  a  swimming  area)  . 
The  Life  Guard  and  Water  Safety  Instructor  were  with  them,  as 
the  children  relaxed  after  their  morning's  work  period. 

Soon  school  will  open,  and  these  young  people  will  once  again 
head  for  the  classroom.  The  boys  and  girls  who  come  here  to 
live  while  rebuilding  their  live6  are  very  much  like  the  kids 
you  know  and  love.  In  their  I.Q.  range,  6ome  are  average,  a 
few  are  below  average  and  others  are  above  average  — 
sometimes  significantly  above. 

For  many,  the  first  time  they  have  succeeded  in  school  has 
been  6lnce  they  have  come  to  The  Methodist  Home.  It  i6  quite 
a  joy  to  see  the  gleam  in  the  eyes  and  the  6mile  on  the  face 
of  a  child  when  he  or  6he  discovers,  "I  AM  NOT  STUPID1"  "I 
CAN  LEARNt"  "I  CAN  BUILD  A  BETTER  LIFEi" 

We  all  feel  so  good  when  our  residents  begin  to  succeed,  and 
want  you  to  feel  good  about  it  also.  You  have  been  a  part  of 
the  learning,  growing  process  for  these  boy6  and  girls  in  the 
past,  and  we  invite  you  to  continue  being  a  part  of  it.  With 
that  in  mind,  we  ask  you  once  again  to  help  us  deal  with  one 
of  our  largest  single  expenses  —  BACK  TO  SCHOOL. 

The  total  average  cost  per  child  to  return  to  school  thi6 
year  is  $285.00.  For  our  38  residents  the  total  is  well  over 
$10,000.00.  Individual  costs  are  as  follows: 

$200.00  will  provide  for  clothing  (including  6hoe6l); 
95.00  will  cover  a  variety  of  school  supplies; 

90.00  will  take  care  of  activity  fees  for  the  year. 

Will  you  please  consider  sponsoring  one  or  more  of  our 
children  as  they  prepare  for  school?  If  that  i6  not 
possible,  perhaps  you  can  sponsor  part  of  one  child's 
expenses  —  such  as  the  activity  fee,  or  school  supplies,  or 
clothing,  or  some  combination  of  them. 

Your  gifts  will  help  put  sparkle  in  the  eye  of  the  next  child 
who  has  always  felt  like  a  failure,  and  who  for  the  first 
time  SUCCEEDS  I 


I  look  forward  to 
advance  . 
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Creative  VISION  2000 
reports  are  expected 
at  Charge  Conferences 

v  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III 

North  Shore  District 
Superintendent 
Vision  2000  Chair 


The  1992  Book  of  Discipline  (paragraph  248.3)  states  that  “The  pri¬ 
mary  responsibilities  of  the  Charge  Conference  in  the  annual  meeting 
shall  be  to  review  and  evaluate  the  total  mission  and  ministry  of  the 
church,  receive  reports  and  adopt  objectives  and  goals  recommended  by 
the  Administrative  Council  or  Administrative  Board  which  are  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  objectives  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Last  year  through  a  video  presentation  and  other  visual  aids  Charge 
Conferences  received  specific  details  of  VISION  2000.  In  response  to 
this  information  each  church  chose  one  of  the  ministry  emphases 
(Serving,  Nurturing,  Inviting  or  Celebrating)  to  pursue  during  1993. 

In  January  of  this  year  teams  from  every  local  church  went  to  either 
Ruston  or  Baton  Rouge  to  receive  training  and  resourcing  for  its  area  of 
ministry.  Local  church  consultants  in  each  district  have  been  resourc¬ 
ing  and  assisting  local  churches  as  they  develop  their  ministry  empha¬ 
sis. 

This  fall  the  major  focus  of  the  Charge  Conference  once  again  will  be 
VISION  2000.  Utilizing  a  VISION  2000  1993  Report  Form,  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  VISION  2000  Task  Force  or  other  task  forces 
will  report  as  creatively  as  possible  that  which  has  taken  place  in  their 
selected  areas  of  ministry  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  evaluation  of  ministry  during  1993  each  local  con¬ 
gregation  will  come  to  the  Charge  Conference  with  a  selection  of  a  min¬ 
istry  emphasis  for  1994.  This  should  be  a  different  priority  from  the 
1993  emphasis,  thus  adding  a  second  area  of  ministry  to  the  local 
church  agenda.  In  January  of  1994,  in  Lafayette  and  Shreveport,  local 
church  teams  will  be  trained  and  resourced  for  this  newly  selected  area 
of  ministry. 

VISION  2000  has  indeed  given  the  churches  of  Louisiana  a  model 
by  which  to  review  and  evaluate  their  total  mission  and  ministry. 
Charge  Conference  this  fall  should  be cveirmore  exciting  than  the  live¬ 
ly  ones  we  experienced  last  year. 


Youths  tackle  social  issues 
at  nationwide  assembly 


Two  Louisiana  youths  and  an 
adult  worker  attended  the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  youth  assembly,  earli¬ 
er  this  month  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 
They  were  among  130  American 
youth  and  adults  from  various  re¬ 
gions  participating,  along  with  15 
Russian  youths.  The  legislative  as¬ 
sembly  of  the  NYMO  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  a  nationwide  con¬ 
vocation  for  UM  youth. 

Dolores  Giles,  an  adult,  was  elect¬ 
ed  to  serve  on  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  to  represent 


the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Louisiana  youths  attending  were 
Tiffany  Hincks,  a  member  of  Cor¬ 
nerstone  UMC,  New  Orleans,  and 
Tiffany  Giles.  Tiffany  and  Dolores 
Giles  are  members  of  Mount  Zion 
UMC,  New  Orleans. 

Participants  sought  to  make  their 
voices  heard  on  many  social  issues. 
They  vowed  to  reach  "non-Chris¬ 
tian”  counterparts,  to  attempt  to 
counter  sexual  harassment  and  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gays  in  the  mili¬ 
tary.”  Racial  understanding”  was 
top  priority. 


September  Conference  Calendar 

United  Methodist  Men’s  Sunday  (a  Sunday  at  the  discretion  of 
the  local  church) 

3-5 

Superserve  1993:  Volunteers  in  Mission  Workshop,  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah 

8-9 

Cabinet  Meeting 

10 

Board  of  Discipleship  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  2  p.m 

11 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Fall  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Al¬ 
exandria,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

14 

“Effective  Worship”  Tri-District  Event,  First  UMC,  Arcadia, 
8:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

15 

“Effective  Worship”  Tri-District  Event  Asbury  UMC,  8:30  a.m. 
to  4  p.m. 

16 

“Effective  Worship”  Tri-District  Event,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  8:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

16 

UMW  Executive  Commitee,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  6:30  p.m. 

16-19 

Cursillo  No.  35,  Tall  Timbers,  Woodworth 

17-18 

UMW  Annual  Meeting,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria, 
noon  17th  to  noon  18th  (Registration  first  day,  9  a.m. ) 

18 

Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to 

2  p.m. 

Global  Mission  Partners  Training  Session,  Genesis  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  9:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

18 

19 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday 

20-21 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Board  of  Directors  Meeting, 
Holiday  Inn  Airport,  Kenner 

24 

Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension:  executive  committee 
and  district  representatives,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria, 

1  p.m.  j 

Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension:  full  board  meeting, 
Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  Alexandria,  10  a.m. 

25 

25 

Youth  Fall  Convocation,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville,  10  a.m.  to 
3:30  a.m. 

25 

Board  of  Health  &  Welfare,  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Rus¬ 
ton,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

27 

Sexual  Harassment  Workshop  for  Clergy,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  North  Shore  Districts,  Munholland  UMC,  Metairie, 
9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

28 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  Fall  Meeting,  Headquar¬ 
ters  Building,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. 

30-Oct.  I 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  Fall  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers  (6:30 
p.m.  on  Sept.  30  to  4  p.m.  Oct.  1) 

Studies  precede  church  planting'  in  Louisiana 


District  teams  begin  the  planning  process.  Among  members  of 
North  Shore  District  team  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Carol  Harlan  of  La- 
combe,  Eva  Underwood  of  Denham  Springs;  Rev.  Ester  Hammond 
of  Bogalusa;  Rev.  Percy  M.  Frazier,  pastor,  Fitzgerald-Waldheim; 
Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  III,  district  superintendent,  and  Rev.  Terrence  Au¬ 
gust,  pastor  Winan-Hayes  Chapel,  Franklinton. 


Around  The  Conference 


Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  where  the  Rev.  Roger  D. 
Lathan  is  pastor,  this  summer 
helped  prepare  students  of  the 
neighborhood  to  return  to  classes 
this  fall.  The  church  sponsored  a  tu¬ 
torial/counseling  program  as  an 
outreach  project. 

Three  days  a  week,  for  one 
month,  they  offered  recreational 
learning  in  math,  reading,  language 
arts  and  music  and  made  sure  the 
students  had  fun  while  learning. 
The  program  for  first  through 
eighth  graders  was  free  to  all  stu¬ 
dents  who  desired  to  attend. 

Tutors  were  Eric  Singleton,  Izola 
Ennis,  Mavis  Miller,  Veronica 
Brown,  Louella  Johnson,  Willie 
Shorter,  Gloria  Chapman,  Gloria 
Handy,  L.  Frances  Thomas,  Thelma 
Cobb  and  Kathryn  Manadier.  Other 
adults  of  the  church  also  helped 
with  the  program. 


casion  of  the  church’s  100th  birth¬ 
day  being  celebrated  this  year. 

Rev.  Cage  McLemore  is  pastor  of 
the  church.  Bishop  Oden  and  some 
of  the  former  pastors  gathered  there 
last  month  for  a  special  observance. 
The  bishop  said  a  prayer  of  dedica¬ 
tion  for  the  new  church  organ  do¬ 
nated  by  Jennie  Lea  Boyett  in 
memory  of  her  mother,  Lavelle 
Brown  and  her  husband,  Melvin 
Boyett. 

Lottie  Miller,  94,  was  recognized 
as  the  oldest  active  member  of  Olla 
UMC. 

Worshipping  at  the  church  is  a 
tradition  handed  down  to  several 
generations.  There  are  four  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  first  pastor’s  family  in 
the  church. 


“Since  Rev.  Christopher  Rankin 
Godfrey  preached  the  first  sermon 
from  the  hand-planed,  wooden  pul¬ 
pit  of  Olla  UMC  in  1893,  the  pine 
drop  rafters  have  been  shaking  from 
the  praises  of  the  Lord  heard 
throughout  the  church,”  Meleese 
Sellers  .  member,  wrote  on  the  oc- 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes  Jr.,  retired  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  minister,  who  is 
professor  of  philosophy  at  Southern 
University,  has  been  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  along  with  a  delegation  of 
about  25  persons  representing  the 
Citizen  Ambassador  Program  for 
People  to  People  International  in  a 
project  in  Peoples  Republic  of  Chi¬ 
na  during  September. 

The  educators  will  engage  in  a  di¬ 
alogue  exchange  with  Chinese  phi- 


'Come  Home  to  Henning'  day  to  recall 
birth  of  first  church  in  Sulphur 


Long  before  ground  is  broken  for 
a  new  United  Methodist  church  in 
Louisiana  Conference,  much  study 
and  research  has  been  done.  The 
Conference  Board  of  Church  Exten¬ 
sion,  whose  chair  is  Dr.  Jack 
O’Dell,  researches  the  directions  for 
future  local  church  ’planting’  and 
realignment  of  ministries  within  the 
state. 

The  board  is  as  methodical  and 
as  thorough  as  any  business  firm 
seeking  to  build,  relocate  or  consoli¬ 
date. 


similar  study  conducted  in  1989  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  formation  of  1 1  new, 
relocated  or  merged  churches.  They 
are  situated  in  seven  of  the  nine  dis¬ 
tricts,  in  urban  and  suburban  set¬ 
tings  and  across  ethnic  lines. 

Since  the  board  has  such  a  monu¬ 
mental  task,  it  requests  suggestions 
and  prayers  of  support  from  Con¬ 
ference  laity  and  clergy  in  develop¬ 
ing  plans  for  future  ministry  within 
Louisiana. 


Dr.  jack  O'Dell,  STANDING,  LEFT,  chair  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Church  Extension,  gives  direction  to  the  district  teams  as  they  be¬ 
gin  to  review  demographic  materials. 


“Come  Home  to  Henning,"  Sun¬ 
day  will  be  celebrated  Sunday,  Aug 
29,  on  the  102nd  birthday  of  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur. 

The  first  Methodist  Church  in 
Sulphur  was  a  one-room  structure 
built  by  John  T.  Henning  and  two 
other  men.  Since  it  was  the  only 
church  in  town.  Catholics,  Baptists, 
Methodists,  both  black  and  white, 
all  worshipped  together. 

The  official  incorporation  date 
was  1891  but  the  church  actually 
was  in  existence  a  few  years  earlier. 

The  present  property  was  pur¬ 
chased  in  1892.  A  frame  church 
that  seated  50  and  a  parsonage  were 
constructed.  J.  T.  Henning  and  J.  B. 
Parsons  built  the  church  doing  all 
the  carpentry  work  themselves.  Be¬ 
cause  no  funds  were  available  for 
painting  it  the  church  had  a  weath¬ 
erbeaten  look.  For  that  reason  it 
was  referred  to  as  “the  little  black 
church.” 

A  hurricane  destroyed  that  struc¬ 


ture  in  1918  and  left  only  a  church 
bell.  A  tabernacle  with  dirt  floor 
was  constructed  as  a  temporary 
worship  place.  A  year  later  con¬ 
struction  on  a  larger  building  was 
begun.  Once  again  that  faithful  lay 
person,  J.  T.  Henning,  helped  with 
the  construction. 

Now  over  100  years  since  its  be¬ 
ginning,  Henning  Memorial  UMC, 
whose  pastors  are  Rev.  Fred  Wide- 
man  and  associate.  Rev.  Tracy 
MacKenzie,  is  still  a  growing  con¬ 
gregation. 

For  the  anniversary  services, 
members  who  have  faithfully 
served  the  church  for  40  or  more 
years  will  be  recognized.  Participat¬ 
ing  in  services  will  be  three  former 
pastors,  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman, 
pastor  of  St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe; 
Rev.  Bobby  Potter,  superintendent, 
Shreveport  District,  and  Rev.  Don 
Hall,  associate  pastor  of  visitation 
at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
A  reception  and  picnic  are  planned. 


Board's  research 

Prior  to  making  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  action  the  board  consults; 

S  demographic  charts  showing 
the  growth  and  decline  areas  of  the 
Louisiana  population 

/  reports  indicating  the  current 
record  of  membership  gain  and  loss 
in  the  600  local  congregations  of  the 
Conference 

■f  studies  of  sub-cultures  within 
the  population 

■/  local  church  pastors  and  lay 
leaders  regarding  the  future  of  their 
local  churches 

y  realtors  and  planning  commis¬ 
sions  and  other  experts  in  the  fields 
of  planning. 

Purpose  of  all  that  study  is  to  spe¬ 
cifically  target  areas  where  new  UM 
congregations  are  needed  or  where 
churches  might  be  relocated  or 
merged.  Just  because  a  local  church 
has  always  been  located  at  a  partic¬ 
ular  spot  does  not  mean  that  it 
should  remain  there.  A  population 
shift  could  have  left  it  in  an  isolated 
area  away  from  the  people. 


Coordinated  decisions 

In  making  decisions,  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  Extension 
works  in  cooperation  with  district 
boards,  the  Cabinet,  the  Bob  Lay 
Memorial  1000  Club,  local  congre¬ 
gations  and  the  Annual  Conference, 
said  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Louisiana  Conference 
CCOM  and  church  extension. 

Also  assisting  in  the  current  study 
is  the  congregational  development 
section  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  which  has  pro¬ 
vided  a  consultant.  Dr.  Jack  Hea- 
cock,  director  of  Congregational 
Growth  in  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference. 

Before  plans  are  implemented  re¬ 
sults  of  the  studies  will  be  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  districts  and  the  Annual 
Conference  session.  Of  course,  local 
churches  affected  will  be  fully  in¬ 
volved  in  the  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess. 


Planning  for  future 

Projections  will  be  over  several 
years  in  the  future  but  will  be  re¬ 
vised  on  a  regular  basis  as  new  in¬ 
formation  becomes  available.  A 


losophers  aimed  at  enriching 
curriculum. 


Bill  Sirman  has  mentioned  the 
importance  of  always  having  a  mo- 
bil  phone  available  at  small 
churches  where  there  is  no  tele¬ 
phone.  Recently  at  Crossroads 
UMC,  (  Highway  71  south  of 
Shreveport),  where  he  is  a  member, 
a  woman  experienced  a  heart  prob¬ 
lem.  “Fortunately  a  young  adult 
had  a  car  phone,”  Sirman  said.  “He 
quickly  offered  the  use  of  the 
phone.  Family  members  were  tele¬ 
phoned  and  they  came  to  take  the 
lady  to  a  local  hospital.” 

Although  the  problem  was  not  a 
serious  one,  Sirman  said,  “Some¬ 
one’s  life  could  be  saved”  by  having 
a  telephone  available. 


*  *  * 

Christian  Education  Sunday  on 
Aug.  29  will  have  the  theme,  “Cele¬ 
brate  the  Children,”  at  Centenary- 
Fisher  UMC,  Franklinton  where  the 
pastor  is  Rev.  Spiller  Milton.  It  will 
be  promotion  time  for  the  Sunday 
school.  Acolytes  will  receive  pins 
and  the  following  children  are  to  re¬ 
ceive  Bibles:  Allison  Brumfield,  Col¬ 
ter  Brumfield,  Macauiey  Knight, 
Megan  McCain  and  Ashley 
Thomas.  A  Christian  Education  Of¬ 
fering  will  be  taken  on  Sept.  5. 


To  Entertain 
At  Benefit 


Mitzi  Gay  nor,  who  starred  in  the 
screen  versions  of  South  Pacific  and 
“There’s  No  Business  Like  Show 
Business,  will  be  the  featured  enter¬ 
tainer  at  the  Gala  planned  to  bene¬ 
fit  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

The  “Steppin’  Out”  Gala  is  be 
held  Saturday,  Sept.  18,  in  the 
Grand  Ballroom  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Marriott  Hotel.  Beginning  at 
7:45  p.m.,  it  will  include  reception, 
dinner  and  entertainment. 

The  Mitzi  Gaynor  Show  includes 
song,  dance  and  comedy,  a  glamor¬ 
ously-costumed  men  and  women 
chorus  of  dancers  in  a  show  that 
simulates  a  Broadway  musical. 

Included  on  the  hospital  board 
are  Bishop  William  Oden;  Rev. 
George  A.  Duerson,  pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  New  Orleans 
District  Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay,  re¬ 
tired  UM  clergy,  and  Mrs.  Robert 
E.  Eggerton. 

Black  tie  (preferred)  is  the  dress 
mode  for  the  event.  To  inquire 
about  tickets  call  Anne  Singer,  (504) 
244-5474. 


Weekend  Events 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  pastor  of 
the  1 1 ,000-member  First  UMC, 
Fort  Worth,  TX.,  will  be  princi¬ 
pal  speaker  at  the  Conference 
Communications  Workshop 
Saturday,  Aug.  28,  in  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  It 
will  begin  with  registration  at 
8:30  a.m.  For  late  registrations 
call  Dotty  Bagbey  at  the  Con¬ 
ference  headquarters,  (504) 
346-1646,  immediately,  to  get 
on  the  list. 


The  first  of  two  Global  Mis¬ 
sion  Partners  Training  Events 
will  be  held  Saturday,  Aug.  28, 
from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  in  First 
UMC,  Alexandria. 


A  teacher  training  workshop, 
“In  Praise  of  Teachers"  spon¬ 
sored  by  Acadiana  District  will 
be  held  Saturday,  Aug.  28,  at 
Asbury  UMC.  Lafayette.  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachers  and  small 
group  leaders  will  attend. 


Wedding  Bells 


The  Rev.  Martha  W.  Pleasant,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor,  St.  Timothy  on-the- 
North  Shore,  and  Dr.  Glenn  S 
Edgerton,  interim  pastor  of  New 
Covenant  Presbyterian  in  Mande- 
ville,  were  married  Saturday,  Aug. 
21  in  an  II  a.m.  ceremony  in  St. 
Timothy. 


Faith  forum 
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Children  deserve  a 
'more  excellent  way' 


A  heart-wrenching  sight:  2-year- 
old  Jessica  DeBoer  screams  in  dis¬ 
tress  as  she  is  taken  from  her 
adoptive  parents — the  only  parents 
she  has  known — and  given  to  her 
biological  parents,  who  win  custody 
of  her  on  a  legal  technicality. 

A  heart-wrenching  tragedy:  Two 
baby  girls  are  somehow  switched 
at  birth.  One  girl,  known  as  Arlena 
Twigg,  dies  from  a  congenital 
heart  ailment.  The  surviving  girl, 
known  as  Kimberly  Mays,  now  1 4, 
last  week  won  a  court  battle  to  re¬ 
main  with  the  father  who  has 
reared  her,  but  her  biological  par¬ 
ents  say  they'll  fight  the  decision 
all  the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  if  necessary. 

Treating  Jessica  and  Kimberly  as 
mere  property  with  legal  “owners” 
is  deplorable  since  it  only  second¬ 
arily,  if  at  all,  considers  the  welfare 
of  the  children. 

Moreover,  it  reveals  a  society  so 
bereft  of  moral  bearings  that  it  can 
decide  the  fate  of  two  human  beings 
by  substituting  the  fine  print  of  civil 
law  for  the  justice  and  compassion 
of  moral  law. 

Scripture  witnesses  instructively 
to  a  “more  excellent  way”  when  it 
comes  to  discerning  the  worth  and 
welfare  of  children: 

■  Two  Hebrew  midwives,  Shiph- 
rah  and  Puah,  are  remembered  be¬ 
cause  they  defied  Pharaoh’s  civil 
law  and  obeyed  a  higher  law  by  con¬ 
cealing  newborn  male  children. 

■  The  prophets  judged  earthly 
rulers  by  how  their  societies  treated 
children  and  widows. 

■  King  Solomon  was  guided  by 
God’s  mercy  when  he  gave  the  child 
caught  in  a  dispute  between  two 
women  to  the  woman  who  begged 
him  to  spare  the  child’s  life. 

■  Jesus  taught  that  children  hold 


Treating  2-year-old  Jessica  De¬ 
Boer  (above)  as  mere  property 
with  legal  "owners"  is  deplor¬ 
able  since  it  only  secondarily,  if 
at  all,  considers  the  welfare  of 
the  child. 

Editorials 

a  special  place  in  God’s  realm. 

We  believe  that  the  tragedies  of 
Jessica  DeBoer  (now  called  Anna 
Schmidt)  and  Kimberly  Mays 
should  spur  Christians  to  become 
advocates  for  the  welfare  of  children 
in  every  facet  of  church  and  society. 

We  particularly  commend  the 
simple  mandate  recently  pro¬ 
claimed  by  United  Methodist 
minister,  the  Rev.  Michael  E.  Wil¬ 
liams  (see  UMR,  Aug.  13): 

Make  children’s  welfare  the  first 
priority  in  all  our  decisions  as  a 
church. 


Here's  how  you  can  help 


Following  are  some  practical 
steps  you  and  your  congregation 
should  take  to  implement  such  a 
“children  first”  approach  to  min¬ 
istry  and  mission  (see  related  edi¬ 
torial  above): 

f  Pray  regularly  for  the  welfare 
of  all  the  world’s  children. 

f  Befriend  children  in  your 
community  and  get  acquainted 
with  their  needs,  both  material  and 
spiritual. 

f  Create  opportunities  for  chil¬ 
dren  to  be  leaders  in  worship  and 
Sunday  school. 


f  Involve  children  in  decision¬ 
making  whenever  possible,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  matters  pertaining  to 
them. 

■f  Keep  informed  of  and  partic¬ 
ipate  in  events  involving  children 
at  the  local,  state,  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  levels. 

•f  Join  hands  with  other  agen¬ 
cies  in  your  parish  community — 
schools,  parent-teacher  organiza¬ 
tions,  park  and  recreation 
boards — whose  “ministry,” 
broadly  defined,  is  the  same  as 
yours,  namely  to  protect  and  nur¬ 
ture  children. 


Armenians  need  UMC  to  give  coats  now 


Recently  a  letter  from  E.  A. 
Saunders  suggested  a  way — a  better 
way — to  respond  to  the  need  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union  than  the  Arme¬ 
nian  coat  drive  currently  underway 
through  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (see  UMR,  Aug.  6). 

UMCOR  continually  attempts  to 
engage  in  active  participation  the 
people  the  church  seeks  to  help.  It  is 
the  arm  of  development  which  seeks 
to  support  and  value  people  on  the 
margins  or  falling  through  the  cracks. 

Development  takes  time,  re- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


sources,  networks  and,  most  of  all,  a 
commitment  from  the  local  com¬ 
munity.  Development  is  what  Mr. 
Saunders  was  suggesting. 

Development  is  an  important 
piece  of  the  whole.  Another  piece  of 
the  whole  is  relief.  Relief  is  an  imme¬ 
diate  response  to  an  immediate  need. 


It  is  often  the  first  step  toward  devel¬ 
opment.  Such  is  the  case  in  Armenia. 

The  armed  conflict  between  Ar¬ 
menia  and  Azerbaijan,  the  embargo 
on  fuel  and  certain  other  necessi¬ 
ties,  and  the  enormous  number  of 
displaced  people  (refugees)  in  the 
country  of  Armenia  demand  relief. 

A  request  came  from  Armenians 
through  the  Armenian  Orthodox 
Church  for  the  immediate  need  of 
refugees — coats.  Without  the 
warmth  afforded  by  this  simple  ar¬ 


ticle  of  clothing,  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  will  die  this  winter  in  this 
former  Soviet  province. 

After  the  crisis  passes,  UMCOR 
will  most  likely  use  its  relief  efforts 
as  a  way  to  move  toward  develop¬ 
ment  in  Armenia.  For  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  we  are  asking  for  coats. 

Charlene  Kammerer 
Tallahassee,  Florida 

Editor’s  note:  Dr.  Kammerer 
chairs  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 


'Hooray!' 

“Hooray!”  for  Bishop  Roy  I. 
Sano’s  statement  about  making 
amends  to  white  I 
males  (see  UMR, 

Aug.  6). 

I’m  sure  it  took 
courage  to  say 
what  is  going  to  be 
an  unpopular  state¬ 
ment  in  many  I 
quarters.  I’m  a  Royl.  Sano 
great  believer  in  equality  among  all 
peoples,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  any 
group  of  people — no  matter  what 
their  race  or  sex. 

It’s  time  to  celebrate  all  people  as 
children  of  God — and  that  includes 
the  white  males  living  in  our  midst. 

Paula  Whitbeck 
Cleburne,  Texas 

Try  this  exercise 

We  are  called  by  Jesus  to  be  crea¬ 
tures  of  forgiveness  and  love.  The 
next  time  your  heart  is  filled  with 
trepidation  after  reading  or  hearing 
words  like  “our  church  welcomes 
gays,”  try  this  simple  exercise. 

First,  in  whatever  you  are  reading 
or  have  heard,  remove  the  word 
“gays”  and  play  fill-in-the-blank.  A 
first  recommended  step  would  be  to 
substitute  in  the  word  “sinners”  as 
in  “our  church  welcomes  sinners.” 

If  that  seems  a  little  vague,  try  to 
be  more  specific,  perhaps  selecting 
one  of  your  favorite  or  most  often 


practiced  sins.  “Our  church  wel¬ 
comes  back-biters.”  “Our  church 
welcomes  fornicators.”  “Our 
church  welcomes  thieves.”  “Our 
church  welcomes  whiners.” 

Taking  this  one  step  further,  re¬ 
move  the  descriptive  noun,  and  re¬ 
place  it  with  your  own  name.  “Our 
church  welcomes  Susan.”  This  real¬ 
ly  hits  home. 

I  am  a  forgiven  child  of  God.  You 
are  a  forgiven  child  of  God.  We  are 
a  church.  Imagine  the  loneliness 
one  would  find  in  a  church  where 
only  the  truly  righteous  attend. 
Thank  God  we  have  each  other. 

Susan  Shelso 

Brooklyn  Park,  Minnesota 

Limit  bishops'  terms 

!  was  delighted  to  read  recent  re¬ 
ports  of  a  meeting  of  60  conference 
council  directors  responding  to  the 
connectional  Issues  Task  Force  as 
directed  by  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  (see  UMR,  July  30). 

Several  issues  from  this  group 
seem  to  me  to  be  very  timely  and  sig¬ 
nificant.  The  last  one,  “reviewing  the 
policy  of  life  tenure  of  bishops  and 
the  8-  to  1 2-year  tenure  in  one  area” 
is  probably  the  most  important. 


“Term  episcopacy”  has  come  to 
General  Conference  several  times.  I 
think  it’s  now  time  to  admit  that  peo¬ 
ple  elected  to  the  episcopacy  are  set 
on  a  pedestal  from  the  time  of  their 
election  (ushered  to  the  stage  by 
members  of  the  club),  enrolled  in  a 
pension  program  different  from  pas¬ 
tors  as  well  as  a  number  of  other 
perks. 

I  believe  we  are  at  a  time  in  the  life 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
when  bishops  could  be  elected  for  8 
years  and  then  use  that  experience  to 
help  breathe  some  new  life  into  our 
church  elsewhere. 

George  L.  Berry 
Leland,  Mississippi 

New  practice? 

Just  received  my  July  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  Is  this  a  new  practice  in 
photo  captions,  to  refer  to  a  bishop 
as  laity  from  Missouri  Area?  I  sure¬ 
ly  hope  you  have  apologized  to 
Bishop  Ann  Sherer. 

Warren  Trammell 
Crawford,  Texas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  Tram¬ 
mell  refers  to  a  typographical  error 
which  the  Reporter  regrets. 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from  readers. 
Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  " Letters  to 
the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


S-RAce 

VS. 

WORKS 


ETVOLOTIOM  vs.  CREATION 


USE  OF  STYROFOAtA 
COPS  AT  CHURCH. 
PICNICS 


G-REAT  RELl&IOUS  DEBATES  IN  HISTORY 


Hard  to  accept 

The  “Faith  Watch”  on  support 
for  Dr.  Joycelyn  Elders  is  hard  for 
me  to  accept  (see  V~ 

UMR,  July  30). 

Just  because  she  is  I 
a  United  Method¬ 
ist  doesn’t  mean 
we  have  to  sup¬ 
port  her. 

Dr.  Elders 
stands  for  safe  loycelyn  Elders 
sex — or  the  teaching  of  use  of  con¬ 
doms  and  birth  control  pills  in  kin¬ 
dergarten  through  12th  grades.  I 
don’t  want  these  views  forced  on  my 
second  grader  and  I  think  we  would 
be  wrong  to  support  her  values. 

Terri  Jackson 
Collierville,  Tennessee 


What  others 
are  saying 

“The  aim  and  final  purpose  of 
all  music  should  be  nothing  else  but 
the  Glory  of  God  and  the  refresh¬ 
ment  of  the  spirit.” 

— Johann  Sebastian  Bach. 


“Though  1  have  all  the  Elmer’s 
Glue  and  scissors,  and  have  read 
the  lesson  five  times,  and  have  not 
love,  I  am  not  a  teacher. . . .  For  a 
teacher’s  work  is  in  vain  unless  he/ 
she  has  true  interest  in  the  children 
.  .  .  And  now  abideth  planning, 
preparation  and  love — these  three, 
but  the  greatest  of  these  is  love.” 

— Excerpted  from  “I  Corinthians 
13:  A  Translation  for  Sunday  School 
Teachers”  by  Richard  Windsor  in 
“The  Anglican  Digest.” 


“Being  a  Christian  means  being 
the  church  seven  days  a  week  wher¬ 
ever  we  happen  to  be.” 

— United  Methodist  laywoman  Bar¬ 
bara  Wendland  writing  in  her  news¬ 
letter,  “Connections.” 


Why  not  rise  up — or  kneel  down — when  worship  truly  moves  us? 


My  Witness 


John  Eyberg  is  a 
member  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  (Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


By  JOHN  EYBERG 

In  the  midst  of  heavy  stuff — stuff 
like  ordaining  homosexuals,  moving 
bureaucracy  to  a  Sun  Belt  city,  etc. — 
I’d  like  the  church  to  lightly  consider 
lifting  an  internal  boycott  too  long 
practiced.  It’s  practiced  in  sanctuar¬ 
ies  during  Sunday  morning’s  eleven- 
to-noon  time  slot,  no  less. 

The  internal  boycott  has  to  do 
with  standing  ovations. 

What  has  happened  to  rising  as 


one  when  someone  has  sung — or,  in 
event  of  two  solos  during  a  single 
worship  service,  rising  twice,  ap¬ 
plauding  both  times? 

Sometimes,  but  not  frequently,  con¬ 
gregations  have  spontaneously  risen 
to  their  collective  feet  when  a  sermon 
was  concluded  within  moments  after 
the  words  “in  conclusion.” 

That’s  not  to  mention,  which  I  will, 
a  gathered  body  of  believers  springing 
alertly  to  attention  when  members  of 
the  ordained  community  receive  hon¬ 


ors  awarded  by  their  peers  for  service 
beyond  the  call  (which  does  cause  one 
to  pause). 

Goodness  knows  (at  least  someone 
does),  that  I  brook  no  opposition  to 
sitting,  rising,  standing,  and/or  ap¬ 
plauding. 

As  for  standing  ovations,  why  not? 
“Whenever  Moses  went  out  to  the 
tent,  all  the  people  rose  up,  and  every 
man  stood  at  his  tent  door”  (Exodus 
33:8). 

And  those  of  us  who  have  been 


given  dominion  (Genesis  1:28),  have 
every  right  to  freely  applaud.  After 
all,  “the  floods  shall  clap  their  hands” 
(Psalm  98:8),  “and  all  the  trees  of  the 
field  shall  clap  their  hands”  (Isaiah 
55: 1 2).  If  they  can,  why  not  us? 

There  is,  therefore,  sufficient 
grounds  for  the  current  swell  toward 
standing  ovations  in  response  to  go¬ 
ings  on  during  a  worship  service. 

We’ve  been  known  to  rise  to  ap¬ 
plaud  songs  sung,  honors  won,  and 
sermons  finalized  at  or  near  lunch- 


All  we  really  need  is  heart  to  comfort  people  with  AIDS 


By  VERNA  ECHOLS 

I’ve  been  so  saddened  to  leant  that 
within  my  own  Lakeland  District  of 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference,  there 
are  families  who  are  suffering  from 
the  loss  of  a  member,  or  standing  by 
alone  as  a  family  member  faces  a 
slow,  agonizing  death. 

These  people,  rather  than  feeling 
free  to  call  friends  to  share  their  sor¬ 
row,  members  of  their  own  churches, 
are  instead  pulling  away  from  their 
churches,  seeking  a  support  system 
from  without  the  church,  and  re¬ 
maining  very  silent. 


Here  I  Stand 


Verna  Echols  is  a 
member  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake 
Wales,  Florida 
(Florida  Annual 
Conference). 


I  think  this  is  the  time  to  begin 
thinking  and  acting  like  the  caring 
persons  Christians  are  known  to  be 
in  feeding  and  caring  for  the  home¬ 


less,  the  destitute  and  those  who  are 
faced  with  disastrous  situations. 

We  all  have  at  our  means  through 
the  generosity  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  some  informative  films.  The 
best,  I  believe,  is  “Reasons  to 
Care — the  Many  Faces  of  HIV,”  a 
30-minute  videotape  produced  in 
1991.  Red  Cross  volunteers  are 
happy  to  be  asked  to  present  the 
videotape  and  to  answer  questions 
and  discuss  situations,  giving  ad¬ 
vice  and  help. 

Across  the  church  more  and  more 
representatives  from  our  own  church 
ministries  are  available  to  talk  with 
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church  members  about  caring  for 
people  with  AIDS.  So  we  have  the  re¬ 
sources.  All  we  need  is  heart. 

Something  has  to  be  done  in  each 
and  every  prayer  life  that  will  en¬ 
able  us  to  be  there  doing  something 
while  a  fellow  Christian  suffers. 

We  need  to  overcome  our  fears 
through  education,  through  our  church 
programs  so  that  we  can  feel  free  to  be 
there,  offering  comfort,  a  shoulder  and 
some  hope  for  tomorrow. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough, 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Behold,  how  good  and  pleasant 
it  is  when  brothers  dwell  in  unity!” 
(KJV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


pastor  of  Cascade  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Atlanta  has  told  us 
that  we  take  Christ  for  granted.  We 
hold  Him  close  to  ourselves,  and  we 
do  not  reach  out  to  others  as  we 
could  to  share  him  with  them. 

We  can  change!  Let’s  begin  now! 


time.  Those  are  givens. 

What  aren’t  given,  however,  are 
standing  ovations  for  effective  Scrip¬ 
ture  readings.  Never! 

I  find  that  strange,  because  the  best 
sermons  are  often  effective  readings 
of  Scripture.  Honors  are  properly  di¬ 
rected  by  lifting  Scripture  from  the 
page  and  voice-mailing  to  the  congre¬ 
gation.  The  very  best  of  music  are  the 
ageless  harmonies  that  issued  from 
the  pens  of  those  who  heard  God 
spealdng  and  angels  singing. 

But  no  standing  ovations. 

Probably  we  don’t  stand  because 
we’ve  heard  it  all  before.  The  same 
“old  story”  doesn’t  bring  us  to  our 
feet. 

Well,  maybe  it  shouldn’t.  Perhaps, 
just  perhaps,  we  should  be  driven  to 
our  loiees. 

Does  anyone  know  where  we 
stored  the  kneeling  rails? 


(Last  week’s  answer  Proverbs  11:28) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  29 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 05:1 -6 
Monday:  Psalms  105:23-26,  45c 
Tuesday:  Exodus  3:1-6 
Wednesday:  Exodus  3:7-15 
Thursday:  Romans  12:9-13 
Friday:  Romans  12:1 4-2 1 
Saturday:  Matthew  16:21-28 


Public  Relations  and 
Community  Outreach 


A  nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news  will  be  viewed  by  various  media 
differently  than  any  other  “newsletter.” 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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TASK  FORCE  ELECTS:  First  steps  were 
taken  recently  to  implement  a  directive  by  the 
1992  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
that  headquarters  of  the  church’s  largest  pro¬ 
gram  agency  be  moved  from  New  York  City.  A 
13-member  task  force  charged  with  recom¬ 
mending  to  the  denomination’s  top  legislative 
assembly  a  new  location  for  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  elected  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Messer  chairman.  He  is  president  of  the 
church’s  Iliff  Theological  Seminary  in  Denver. 
The  missions  agency  has  a  staff  of  364  at  its 
New  York  headquarters  and  96  additional  staff 
based  elsewhere. 

UMCOR  DELIVERS:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  recently 
Shipped  insulin  to  Bosnia  for  treatment  of  dia¬ 
betes,  and  the  agency’s  refugee  housing  project 
there  is  reported  progressing.  Contributions  to 
such  assistance  may  be  made  through  UMCOR’s 
former  Yugoslavia  Emergency  Fund,  Advance 
No.  333350-1. 


KNIPPERS  TO  HEAD  IRD:  Diane  L. 

Knippers  has  been  named  president  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Religion  and  Democracy,  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Washington.  She  succeeds  Kent  R.  Hill, 
who  resigned  to  become  president  of  Eastern 
Nazarene  College  in  Quincy,  Mass.  Ms.  Knip¬ 
pers,  a  former  United  Methodist,  now  is  an 
Episcopalian.  A  longtime  leader  of  the  capital- 
based  think  tank  is  the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  a 
United  Methodist  evangelist. 

WCC  IN  THE  BLACK:  In  a  dramatic 
turnaround  after  a  $2  million  deficit  two  years 
ago,  the  World  Council  of  Churches  ended  up 
in  the  black  for  the  second  year  in  a  row,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  council’s  1992  financial  report.  A 
financial  statement  mailed  from  council  head¬ 
quarters  in  Geneva  shows  total  income  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $27.4  million  in  1992  and 
expenditures  of  $25.7  million,  leaving  $1.7  mil¬ 
lion  for  later  use. 

ASSEMBLIES  WARNED:  The  newly 
elected  top  leader  of  the  Assemblies  of  God,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  E.  Trask,  says  if  the  denomina¬ 
tion  is  to  maintain  its  fast  growth  it  will  have  to 
go  back  to  basics  and  recover  its  Pentecostal 
distinctives.  Citing  a  report  that  nearly  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  church’s  laity  “may  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  the  infilling  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  Mr. 
Trask  added:  “We  may  be  Pentecostal  in  doc¬ 
trine  but  not  in  experience.” 

DISCIPLES  LOSE  MEMBERS:  The 

Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  lost  1.1 
percent  of  its  membership  in  the  last  two  years, 
according  to  figures  released  from  denomina¬ 
tional  headquarters  in  Indianapolis.  New  fig¬ 
ures  show  that  at  the  beginning  of  1993  the 
Disciples  had  1,015,568  members  in  4,031  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
compared  to  1,027,117  members  in  4,066  con¬ 
gregations  in  1991. 

PARLIAMENT  SOLD  OUT:  Organizers 
of  the  second-ever  Parliament  of  the  World’s 
Religions,  a  gathering  aimed  at  encouraging  re¬ 
ligious  tolerance  and  interfaith  cooperation,  are 
expecting  a  sell-out  crowd  when  the  event  opens 
Aug.  28  in  Chicago.  According  to  Daniel  Go- 
mez-Ibanez,  executive  director  of  the  council 
planning  the  nine-day  event,  paid  registrations 
have  reached  the  capacity  of  4,500.  Subsequent 
reports  from  the  parliament  will  be  published  in 
the  Reporter. 

TONGAN  CONGREGATION:  One 


Song  carries  Florida  UMs' 
love  to  flooded  Midwest 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

“Love  Can  Build  Anything.” 

That’s  the  message  United 
Methodists  in  Florida  have  for 
flood-stricken  people  in  the  Mid¬ 
west. 

It’s  also  the  name  of  the  song 
Lanny  Smith  wrote  during  the 
early  days  of  recovery  from  Hur¬ 
ricane  Andrew  which  struck 
Florida  a  year  ago,  Aug.  24. 

One  of  thousands 

As  Mr.  Smith,  a  member  of  St. 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Miami  Beach,  can  attest,  the 
people  of  Florida  know  what 
Midwesterners  are  going 
through.  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of 
thousands  who  lost  their  homes 
in  the  hurricane. 

Floridians  are  ready  to  offer 
some  practical  and  spiritual  help 
to  say  “thank  you”  to  the  Mid- 
westerners  who  helped  them  at  a 
time  of  catastrophe. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Woodard,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Cutler  Ridge  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Miami,  heavily 
damaged  in  the  hurricane,  told 
the  Reporter  that  his  congrega¬ 
tion  is  so  grateful  for  the  help 
Midwesterners  and  others  gave 


them  after  the  storm  that  they 
want  to  return  the  favor. 

Even  though  Cutler  Ridge 
members  are  still  not  back  in 
their  sanctuary  and  were  without 
electricity — and  air  condition¬ 
ing — until  a  month  ago,  they’ve 
sent  a  nine-member  work  team 
to  Iowa  until  Sept.  4,  helping 
clean  up  after  the  flood. 

Saying  Thank  you' 

Another  way  the  people  of 
Florida  are  saying  “thank  you”  is 
through  recordings  of  Mr. 
Smith’s  song. 

The  church’s  Miami  District 
Disaster  Relief  Response,  joined 
by  the  City  of  Homestead  and 
other  organizations,  is  sending 
compact  disks  of  “Love  Can 
Build  Anything”  to  some  80 
Midwestern  radio  stations. 

The  “thank  you”  message  will 
be  sent  to  radio  stations  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  later,  Mr. 
Smith  said. 

In  the  meantime,  Florida  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  marked  their 
one-year  anniversary  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  with  a  “Celebration 
of  Life"  festival. 

The  festival  Aug.  21  was  the 
culmination  of  an  intervention 


program  for  children  and  youths 
designed  to  use  the  arts  to  help 
hurricane  survivors  cope  with 
their  losses. 

The  festival  featured  perfor¬ 
mances  and  art  work  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  dinner  and  a 
worship  service. 

At  the  worship  service,  native 
trees  which  will  be  planted  at  the 
newly  restored  churches  and  re¬ 
built  houses  were  dedicated.  The 
trees  were  given  by  members  of 
Lockerbie  Square  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Indianapolis. 

The  trees  will  help  replace 
some  destroyed  by  the  storm. 

Even  as  Floridians  celebrate 
life,  the  Rev.  Anne  Burkholder, 
the  United  Methodist  disaster  re¬ 
lief  coordinator  in  the  Miami 
area,  told  the  Reporter  that  they 
are  at  least  two  years  away  from 
recovery. 

Psychologically,  people  are  go¬ 
ing  through  a  transition,  she  said. 

“They  are  coming  to  grips  with 
the  reality  that  it’s  not  going  to 
be  like  it  was  before,”  Dr.  Burk¬ 
holder  continued.  “We  cannot 
recreate  what  we  had.” 

And,  she  said,  it  is  hurricane 
season.  People  are  watching  the 
skies. 


Love  Can  Build 
Anything 


By  LANNY  ELIOT  SMITH 

Sometimes  in  life  a  strong 
wind  blows 

that  can  turn  your  world 
upside  down 

So  many  tears.  So  many  fears 
When  will  we  be  on  safer 
ground 

There's  only  one  power 
with  hammer  in  hand 
There's  only  one  answer 
the  heart  understands 
Love  Can  Build  Anything 
It’s  hope  after  the  fall 
Love  Can  Build  Everything 
Only  love  will  build  it  all 
Love  is  stronger  than  a 
hurricane 

It  can  calm  the  stormy  seas 


Love  is  strong  enough  to  heal 
the  pain 

and  finally  bring  us  peace 
There's  only  one  power 
with  hammer  in  hand 
There's  only  one  answer 
the  heart  understands 
Love  Can  Build  Anything 
It’s  the  hope  after  the  fall 
Love  Can  Build  Everything 
Only  love  will  build  it  all 
Build  your  dream 
Build  your  home 
Build  your  faith,  you  're  not 
alone 

Plant  a  seed 
Hand  in  hand 
We  can  build  the  promised 
land  *1992  Lanny  [Hot  Smith 


Songwriter's  work  becomes 
theme  of  disaster  relief 


“Love  Can  Build  Anything,” 
the  song  by  United  Methodist 
songwriter  Lanny  Smith,  has 
become  something  of  a  theme 
song  for  disaster  recovery,  ac¬ 
cording  to  press  reports. 

The  song  was  recorded  by 
Willy  Perez-Feria,  a  backup  vo¬ 
calist  for  Gloria  Estefan. 

It  was  featured  in  the  finale 


of  the  Jaycees  International 
convention  last  fall,  in  a  video 
produced  for  national  distribu¬ 
tion  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  hurricane  program  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  CBS  affiliate  in 
Miami  and  in  a  CNN  retrospec¬ 
tive  hurricane  special. 

—DIANE  HUH  BALAY 


'Aldersgate'  conclave  on  Holy  Spirit  draws  1,500 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER — “I  know  tons  of 
folks  who  have  been  baptized  in 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  don’t  speak 
in  tongues.  ...  I  find  no  scriptur¬ 
al  evidence  that  you  have  to 
speak  in  tongues  in  order  to  be 
baptized  in  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Tuttle  was 
speaking  to  a  packed  hotel  meet¬ 
ing  room  on  “Holy  Spirit  Bap¬ 
tism  in  the  Wesleyan  Tradition” 
at  “Aldersgate:  National  Confer¬ 
ence  on  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

15th  annual  gathering 

Both  the  topic  and  the  turnout 
were  typical  of  the  15th  annual 
gathering  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  charismatic  wing. 
Approximately  1,500  people  at¬ 
tended  from  45  states,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Puerto  Rico  and  Korea. 

The  sponsoring  body,  United 
Methodist  Renewal  Services,  is 
related  to  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Dr.  Tuttle,  professor  of  evan¬ 
gelism  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  attracted  more  than  120 
people  to  one  workshop  with  his 
discussion  of  John  Wesley’s  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Wesley  liked  Romans  8 

Dr.  Tuttle  began  by  noting  that 
Wesley  preached  more  from  Ro¬ 
mans  8  than  from  any  other 


chapter  in  the  Bible.  (“You,  how¬ 
ever,  live  not  by  your  natural  in¬ 
clinations,  but  by  the  spirit,  since 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  made  a 
home  in  you. . . .”) 

The  reason.  Dr.  Tuttle  said, 
was  because  of  the  way  Paul 
deals  with  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

In  the  Old  Testament  there  is 
not  a  general  outpouring  of  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  because 
sin  still  reigns.  Dr.  Tuttle  said. 

In  the  New  Testament,  “The 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  de¬ 
scribed  ...  in  and  through  the 
life  of  Jesus,  in  his  conception, 
birth,  early  life,  baptism,  death, 
resurrection,  glorification  and 
one  day  in  his  return." 

In  Acts,  he  said,  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  described,  with 
the  church  expected  to  be  the 
body  of  Christ. 

And  in  his  letters  to  the  early 
churches,  Paul  describes  the 
fruits  and  gifts  of  the  spirit,  he 
continued. 

“If  you’ve  got  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  fruits  and  gifts,  choose 
fruits,”  Dr.  Tuttle  counseled, 
“because  gifts,  without  the  fruits, 
are  not  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Did  John  Wesley  receive  the 
gift  of  tongues  at  Aldersgate? 

“I  think  Aldersgate  was  truly 
John  Wesley’s  conversion  experi¬ 
ence,  quite  frankly,”  said  Dr. 
Tuttle.  “The  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  came  into  Wesley's  life, 


A  heartfelt  greeting  from  the  bishop  in  red 


DENVER — The  bishop  wore 
red. 

Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swen¬ 
son,  age  46,  attended  the  opening 
worship  session  of  Aldersgate 
(see  related  story  at  left). 

Petite,  blonde  and  relatively 
new  to  her  job  as  a  bishop  (elect¬ 
ed  in  1 992),  she  was  asked  to  say 
a  few  words  of  greeting. 

Taking  the  stage  in  bright  red 
shoes.  Bishop  Swenson  said  there 
had  been  a  lot  of  press  about  the 
pope  coming  to  Denver.  She  won¬ 
dered  why  there  wasn’t  an  equal 
amount  of  press  devoted  to  the 
Holy  Spirit’s  already  being  in 
Denver. 

She  joked  about  her  shoes  and 
pointed  out  that  she  carries  a  red 
Bible,  too. 

Years  ago  she  saw  the  Bible  at 
a  JCPenney  fire  sale,  she  said. 

A  young  preacher  at  the  time, 
she  knew  she  couldn’t  afford  the 
$25  price  tag.  But  she  mentioned 
it  to  her  daddy,  who  was  shop¬ 


ping  with  her  that  day. 

A  few  months  later  he  died. 

Spending  the  following  Christ¬ 
mas  with  her  mother,  she  opened 
a  present.  There  was  the  red  Bi¬ 
ble,  inscribed,  “Merry  Christ¬ 
mas,  Love,  Daddy.” 

As  she  spoke,  the  bishop’s  eyes 
glistened,  and  so  did  the  eyes  of 
her  listeners. 

Later  still.  Bishop  Swenson  con¬ 
tinued,  she  was  visiting  her  home¬ 
town  and  sitting  at  a  stop  sign  in  a 
car  with  her  husband  and  her 
mother. 

A  speeding  car  hit  their  car 
from  behind.  No  one  was  killed, 
but  they  suffered  injuries.  Bishop 
Swenson  said.  She  had  her  red 
Bible  at  the  time,  and  now  it  car¬ 
ries  her  husband’s  blood. 

At  this  point  there  was  hardly 
a  dry  eye  in  the  house. 

She  returned  to  her  seat  in  the 
second  row. 

In  a  short  while,  during  one  of 
the  toe-tapping  songs  charismatic 
United  Methodists  like  to  sing,  a 


Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson 


. . .  addressed  the  congregation 

red  toe  tapped  discreetly. 

Then,  during  the  song  “It  Is 
Well  with  My  Soul,”  a  pair  of 
episcopal  palms,  chest-level, 
turned  sedately  skyward. 

—RITA  HEALY 


whoooosh. 

“Wesley  believed  that  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  moved  people 
from  point  A  to  point  B.” 

Wesley,  Dr.  Tuttle  continued, 
believed  that  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  meant  committing  all  of 


one’s  self  to  God. 

“I  believe  normally  we’re  bap¬ 
tized  by  the  Holy  Spirit  at  the 
point  of  conversion.  I  believe  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  comes  into  us  ev¬ 
ery  time  we  take  communion. . . . 

“Every  time  you  repent  it  is  a 


fresh  start.  Grace,  in  all  of  Wes¬ 
ley’s  works,  is  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.” 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  laywoman  and  freelance  writ¬ 
er  in  the  Denver  area. 


thousand  Tongans  and  friends  converged  on 
San  Carlos,  Calif.,  last  month  to  celebrate  the 
first  Tongan  congregation  to  own  its  own 
church  building  in  the  United  Methodist  Cali- 
fomia-Nevada  Annual  Conference.  At  least  400 
pigs  and  mounds  of  other  food  were  part  of  the 
feast  which  marked  the  celebration.  Following 
the  transfer  of  property  from  the  disbanded 
Carlmont  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Fale 
Hufanga  United  Methodist  Church  was  char¬ 
tered.  In  Tongan,  the  name  means  “House  of 
Refuge." 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Women  list  what  they  consider  pastor's  ideal  qualities 


DENVER — Women  attending 
a  seminar  at  Aldersgate  ’93  on 
“The  Holy  Spirit,  Women  and 
the  Church”  divided  into  small 
groups  where  they  were  asked  to 
ponder  specific  questions. 

“List  qualities  most  essential  for 
an  ideal  pastor  for  your  church,” 
was  one  group’s  written  instruc¬ 
tion.  “Are  there  any  qualities  that 
a  woman  could  not  have?  If  so, 


which  ones?” 

Four  charismatic  United  Meth¬ 
odist  women  thought  about  it. 
“Man  of  prayer,”  said  one. 

“One  wife,”  said  another. 
“Sober.” 

“Single-minded  in  the  Lord.” 
“Priorities:  God,  family,  and 
then  church.” 

“Open  to  changing  needs.” 
“Filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.” 


“Accessible  to  the  congregation 
(in  large  churches,  the  one  you  see 
in  the  pulpit  is  not  the  one  you 
have  access  to).” 

“Strong  organizational  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  skills.” 

Anything  there  a  woman  could 
not  do? 

“Absolutely  not!”  replied  one 
woman. 

“I  see  a  lot  of  barriers  she’d 


have  to  overcome,”  said  another. 

“There  could  be  a  conflict  with 
the  spouse’s  and  family’s  needs,” 
said  a  third. 

The  third  woman’s  caution 
seemed  characteristic  of  the 
group’s  mood.  Seminar  leader 
Lee  Ann  Williamson  devoted  her 
time  to  shoring  up  a  spirit  of 
feminine  empowerment. 

“In  the  garden,  a  woman  fell, 


just  as  Adam  fell.  In  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  women  were  used  by 
God,  just  as  men  were  raised  by 
God.  Deborah,  Queen  Esther.” 

She  thumbed  rapidly  through 
her  Bible:  “Acts  1:8,  12-14.  Acts 
2: 1 7- 1 8.  Acts  2:44.  Acts  5:1.  Acts 
8:1.... 

“Over  and  over  the  new  church 
seemed  to  elevate  the  status  of 
women  over  what  it  had  been.” 


This  church  cat  is  everybody's  Buddy 


By  NANCYE  M.  WILLIS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  most  popular  staff  member 
at  Atlanta’s  Grant  Park-Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
middle-aged  male,  slightly  over¬ 
weight  and  partially  gray. 

He’s  not  ordained,  but  his  min¬ 
istry  is  marked  by  faithfulness  and 
enthusiasm. 

He  attends  worship  regularly, 
even  though  he  has  been  banned 
from  choir  practice  because  his 
voice  is  less  than  concert  quality. 

No  hard  feelings 

He  holds  no  hard  feelings,  how¬ 
ever,  and  everybody  claims  him  as 
their  buddy. 

Buddy,  a  handsome  gray-and- 


white  tabby  cat,  has  full  staff  privi¬ 
leges,  and  is  listed  in  each 
Sunday’s  bulletin — with  the  pas¬ 
tor,  organist  and  others — as 
“Church  Cat.” 

His  photo  (at  left)  was  included 
on  the  staff  page  of  the  church’s 
full-color  directory,  and  a  compli¬ 
mentary  copy  was  mailed  by  the 
photographer  to  “Buddy  T.  (for 
‘the’)  Cat”  in  care  of  the  church. 

An  extensive  mouse  population 
in  the  church  sanctuary,  built  in 
1922,  precipitated  Buddy’s  being 
added  to  the  staff  several  years 
ago.  Since  then,  he  has  brought 
that  problem  under  control,  but  he 
remains  dedicated  and  ever-vigi- 
lant  to  the  task. 

Buddy’s  quick  grasp  of  a  situa¬ 
tion  is  apparent  in  his  mousing 


skills,  but  he  has  reached  out  in 
other  ways,  too.  He  is  official 
greeter,  helping  to  foster  new  rela¬ 
tionships  among  church  members 
and  visitors. 

Befriended  a  child 

Buddy  once  befriended  a  young 
child,  left  mute  and  traumatized 
by  severe  abuse.  Through  Buddy, 
the  child  found  his  way  out  of  his 
isolation  and  began  to  speak,  first 
to  Buddy  and  then  to  others. 

Buddy  knows  about  being  ne¬ 
glected.  He  first  came  to  the 
church — well  known  for  its  local 
outreach  ministries — when  his 
drug-addicted  owner  was  unable 
to  care  for  him. 

Now  Buddy  purrs  his  proof  that 
lives  can  be  salvaged. 


.  The  church  was  formed  by  a 
1984  merger  of  two  predecessor 
bodies — Grant  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  organized  in  1914, 
and  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church,  organized  in  1956. 

After  the  merger,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  moved  into  the  Grant  Park 
building  and  sold  the  Aldersgate 
property.  The  sanctuary  has  since 
been  renovated,  said  the  Rev.  Jean 
Jones,  pastor. 

Buddy  is  a  contented  cat  who 
demonstrates  what  the  love  of 
God,  evidenced  through  Chris¬ 
tians — and  cats — can  do. 

The  Rev.  Peggy  E.  Little,  pastor 
of  Chapelwood  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Athens,  Ca.,  contribut¬ 
ed  information  for  this  story. 
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Faith 

= connections 

'ONWARD  AND  UPWARD':  The 

United  Methodist  National  Fellowship  of  Asso¬ 
ciate  Members  and  Local  Pastors  will  hold  its 
annual  meeting  Sept.  28-Oct.  1  at  Kenbrook 
Camp  near  Lebanon,  Pa.  The  theme  is  "On¬ 
ward  and  Upward.”  Keynote  speaker  will  be 
Dr.  Steve  Long  of  Duke  Divinity  School. 

TAKE  NAME  SERIOUSLY:  The  United 

Methodist  Church  and  its  related  hospitals  may 
be  structurally  and  legally  separate,  but  they  are 
connected  missionally  and  theologically.  Bishop 
Kenneth  L.  Carder  (Nash- 
ville  Area)  said  recently  at 
the  consecration  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  German¬ 
town.  The  hospital  became 
part  of  Memphis-based 
Methodist  Health  Systems, 
the  largest  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  health  system  in 
the  nation,  July  1.  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder 
Carder  stressed  that  church-relatedness  must  in¬ 
form  personnel  policies,  patient  care,  manage¬ 
ment  practices,  economic  strategies  and 
expansion  plans.  “Otherwise,"  he  added,  “the 
relationship  is  irrelevant  and  the  Methodist 
name  is  deceiving.” 

CHALLENGE  GRANT  ISSUED:  a 

$500,000  challenge  grant  was  issued  recently  to 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  by  the  Kresge 
Foundation  to  complete  a  library  renovation 
and  campus  improvement  project.  The  Rev.  Lo¬ 
vett  H.  Weems  Jr.,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  seminary  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  said  the  school  will  have  until  Feb.  1, 
1994,  to  raise  gifts  and  pledges  to  secure  the 
foundation  gift. 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED:  Beginning  in 

September,  100  volunteers  a  week  are  needed  in 
Miami  to  help  with  church-sponsored  efforts  to 
rebuild  homes  damaged  or  destroyed  last  year 
by  Hurricane  Andrew.  Volunteers,  organized 
into  work  teams  with  at  least  one  person  having 
a  high  level  of  construction  skills,  may  schedule 
participation  through  Raeanne  Cade  at  (305) 
251-3351. 

CORRECTION:  A  story  on  Zairian  United 
Methodist  clergywoman  the  Rev.  Kakamba  Ki- 
boko  (see  UMR,  Aug.  6)  reported  that  Ms.  Ki- 
boko  saw  bodies  in  the  city  of  Lubumbashi.  The 
town  was  Likasi.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Catholic  women's 
ordination  backed 
by  UMC's  bishop 


By  SUZANNE  CALVIN 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

DENVER — Even  as  375,000 
people  were  waiting  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  papal  mass  Aug.  15, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Mary 
Ann  Swenson  of  Denver  issued  a 
reminder  that  others  wait  for  full 
participation  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

“We’re  still  waiting,  knowing 
the  denial  of  any  woman's  call  to 
ordained  ministry  is  a  denial  to 
us  all,”  she  told  about  350  wor¬ 
shipers. 

Bishop  Swenson  was  the 
preacher  for  an  ecumenical  com¬ 
munion  service  sponsored  by 
women  clergy  in  solidarity  with 
women  seeking  ordination  in  the 
Catholic  Church.  About  40  per¬ 
cent  of  those  attending  were  men. 

Reflecting  on  the  Gospel  of 
Mark,  Bishop  Swenson  said 
church  history  began  with  an  ac¬ 
tive,  public  role  for  women. 


Women  were  the  first,  she  noted, 
who  were  told  to  share  their  ex¬ 
perience  at  the  empty  tomb. 

The  decisive  blow  to  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women,  she  added,  can  be 
traced  to  the  fourth  century,  when 
Constantine  made  Christianity  the 
official  religion  of  the  empire. 
Bishop  Swenson  was  interrupted 
with  several  periods  of  applause  as 
she  traced  the  pilgrimage  women 
have  made  to  ordination. 

Urging  women  to  move  from 
silence  to  song,  she  said,  “We  are 
not  to  tremble,  afraid  of  opposi¬ 
tion.  We  are  called  to  speak  out, 
to  embrace  a  bold  and  vibrant 
new  vision  of  a  fully  inclusive 
community  singing  in  all  lan¬ 
guages  ...  a  global,  multicultural, 
multiethnic,  ecumenical,  inter¬ 
faith  Pentecost.” 

The  Rev.  Marianne  Neisen,  a 
former  nun  who  is  now  an  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist  elder, 
also  participated. 


Church's  women  leaders 
find  renewal,  linkages 


Pope  John  Paul  II  surely 
wasn’t  aware  of  them,  but  United 
Methodist  female  district  super¬ 
intendents  were  very  aware  of 
him  when  they  met  recently  in 
Denver. 

The  35  participants  in  the 
United  Methodist  gathering  held 
an  evening  vigil  and  worship 
Aug.  14  in  support  of  Roman 
Catholic  women  seeking  ordina¬ 
tion.  The  Catholic  church  pro¬ 
hibits  ordination  of  women. 

Simultaneous  with  the  vigil 
was  an  interfaith  worship  service 
led  by  20  clergywomen  at  Den¬ 
ver’s  Montview  Boulevard  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Mary  Ann 
|  Swenson  (Denver  Area)  preached 


at  that  service  (see  story  above). 

The  Rev.  M.  Lynn  Scott  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  in  Nashville  said  65  women 
serve  as  district  superintendents. 
That’s  almost  twice  as  many  as 
when  a  similar  gathering  was 
held  in  1989. 

Training  session  topics  included: 

f  Sexual  misconduct  in  the 
parish; 

f  Dialogue  on  the  United 
Methodist  itinerant  system; 

S  Dialogue  on  “balancing  our 
lives,”  and 

y  An  idea-sharing  session  for 
making  charge  conferences  cre¬ 
ative  and  meaningful. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  PETER  WILLIAMS 


World  Christians  meet  on  faith  and  order 

SANTIAGO  DE  COMPOSTELA,  SPAIN — Censing  of  the  altar  of  this  historic  city's  Catholic 
cathedral  highlighted  the  opening  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  Faith  and  Order  con¬ 
ference,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  30  years.  The  Aug.  3-14  conference  ended  by  urging  the 
world's  churches  to  take  concrete  steps  to  closer  community.  The  Rev.  Bruce  W.  Robbins,  a 
delegate  and  the  top  executive  of  United  Methodism's  ecumenical  agency,  said  the  meeting 
marked  a  "time  of  huge  transition  between  styles  of  faith  and  order  centered  on  Northern 
European  and  North  American  concerns  to  a  much  more  inclusive  group  of  people  gathered 
from  across  the  world." 


Presbyterian  gets  his  appointment 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Ecumenical  is  a  word  the  Rev. 
David  Dobler  of  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  pastor  of  a  United  Meth- 
odist-Presbyterian  church,  is  liv¬ 
ing  by  as  he  becomes  the  205th 
moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

Under  Presbyterian  governance, 
the  moderator  is  the  nonsalaried 


presiding  officer  over  the  church’s 
annual  legislative  body  known  as 
the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Dobler,  pastor  of  the  Jewel 
Lake  Parish  Church,  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  Presbyterian  modera¬ 
tor  appointed  to  his  local  church 
by  a  United  Methodist  bishop. 

As  moderator  for  the  3  million- 
member  church  through  June 
1994,  Mr.  Dobler  will  represent 


Presbyterian  Christians  on  church 
governing  bodies  and  councils  and 
ecumenical  agencies. 

Jewel  Lake  Parish,  formerly  a 
three-church  circuit  founded  by 
Presbyterians  and  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  1964,  is  a  210-member 
church  in  the  suburbs.  Mr. 
Dobler,  an  ordained  Presbyteri¬ 
an  minister,  has  been  senior  pas¬ 
tor  there  since  1985. 


RATES:  S 1 . 1 S  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion.  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  SIS  additional  plus  add  S9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  infor¬ 
mation  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other- 
wise  approved  in  advance. 


FULL-TIME  ASSISTANT  CAMP  MANAGER. 
Suttle  Lake  United  Methodist  Camp  and  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  the  scenic  Cascade  mountains 
near  Sisters.  Oregon.  Responsibilities:  mainte¬ 
nance  and  custodial  services,  assisting  with  food 
service,  hospitality  services,  etc.  Salary,  housing 
and  benefits.  Deadline  for  application  October 
5.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Rev.  Kevin 
T.  Witt.  Camp/Retreat  Office,  1505  S.W.  18th, 
Portland.  OR  97201.  


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education  (ordained  or  lay)  wanted  for  2700- 
member  congregation.  SI .5  million  budget. 
Large,  active,  and  growing  program  with  excel¬ 
lent  facilities  including  new  gym.  Multiple  staff 
church,  committed  to  the  most  comprehensive 
ministry  possible.  Salary  based  on  experience. 
Requires  excellent  administrative  ability,  suc¬ 
cessful  adult  Christian  education  track  record, 
knowledge  of  United  Methodist  curriculum, 
commitment  to  training  lay  volunteers,  and  de¬ 
sire  to  be  the  staff  leader  for  a  busy  Council  on 
Ministries.  Contact:  Dr.  B.  Michael  Watson.  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor.  Dauphin  Way  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Box  6845.  Mobile.  AL  36660- 
0845.(205)471-1511. 


DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS.  The 

Rocky  Mountain  Conference.  Responsibilities 
include:  interpreter  of  vision,  information  offi¬ 
cer.  publishing  editor  of  the  conference  publica¬ 
tion.  Deadline:  October  1,  1993.  Contact:  Janet 
Forbes.  Council  Director,  2200  S.  University 
Blvd..  Denver.  CO  80210.  (303)  733-3736. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  wanted 

for  1150-member  church  in  metro-Chicago.  Vi¬ 
tal  program  in  place.  Full-time  salary  plus  hous¬ 
ing.  First  UMC,  123  N.  Plum  Grove  Rd., 
Palatine.  IL  60067,  (708)359-1345. 


RED  BIRD  MISSION  AND  MEDICAL  Center 

in  Southeast  Kentucky  announces  the  following 
openings.  Each  position  requires  a  strong  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment,  cultural  respect,  and  under¬ 
standing  of  Appalachia.  Executive  Director: 
Solid  administrative  experience  necessary  with 
specialized  understanding  in  education,  medical 
care,  or  social  services.  Bachelors  degree  re¬ 
quired.  Dormitory  Counselor  Committed  and 
caring  individual  or  couple  to  work  as  housepar- 
ent  for  high  school  girls.  Experience  preferred. 
Workcamp  Coordinator:  Requires  maintenance/ 
construction  skills  and  proficiency  in  organiza¬ 
tion.  communications  and  public  relations.  Per¬ 
sonnel  Director.  Red  Bird  Mission,  Beverly,  KY 
40913.  (606)  598-3155. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULTS  Di¬ 

rector  position  available.  1500-member  church. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Larry  Hall,  St. 
Paul's  UMC.  P.O.  Box  696.  Las  Cruces,  NM 
88004.  


NEEDED.  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 

Kingwood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston 
North  District.  Membership  3250.  Send  resumes 
to:  Jim  Seitz.  Kingwood  United  Methodist 
Church.  1799  Woodland  Hills  Dr..  Kingwood. 
TX  77339.  Deadline  10/1/93.  


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  YOUTH  Ministry. 

2300-member  church.  Full-time  ordained,  diac- 
onal.  or  lay  person.  Extensive  experience  in  suc¬ 
cessful  youth  ministry  required.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  credentials  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee. 
4833  Selkirk  Drive.  Fort  Worth.  TX  76109. 


LOVELY  CLOISONNE  ANGEL  PIN  nestled  in 
a  covered  heart  shaped  basket.  Perfect  for  gift 
giving!  SI 0.00  pp.  S  &  B  Enterprises.  400  Wal¬ 
nut  #423,  Redwood  City,  CA  94063.  


ASSISTANT  SECRETARY.  Responsible  for  re¬ 
lating  pension  and  welfare  services  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  to 
annual  conferences,  plan  participants,  and  sur¬ 
viving  beneficiaries.  The  individual  would  also 
have  responsibilities  requiring  strong  communi¬ 
cation  skills.  B.A.  degree  and  membership  in 
UMC.  Pension  and/or  business  administrative 
background  or  communication/teaching  experi¬ 
ence.  Submit  resume  to:  Ruth  Yohanan.  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  1201  Davis  Street, 
Evanston,  IL  60201. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR/DIRECTOR  Children's 
and  Family  Ministries.  600-member,  growth-ori¬ 
ented  church  needs  a  full-time  minister  to  ex¬ 
pand  and  build  programs  for  children  and 
families.  Network  with  children's  agencies  in  the 
county.  Engage  members  in  mission  to  children 
and  families.  Cooperate  with  experienced  stafT 
team  in  offering  intergenerational  events  and 
providing  worship  and  pastoral  care.  Previous 
experience  and  elder's  ordination  preferred.  A 
regional  church.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Search,  Burlingame  United 
Methodist  Church,  1443  Howard  Ave.,  Burlin¬ 
game.  CA  94010.  Phone:  (415)  344-6321.  (San 
Francisco  Bay  Area.) 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
Full-time,  primary  responsibilities  with  children 
and  adult  ministries.  Graduate  degree  or  experi¬ 
ence.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  and  refer¬ 
ences  to:  First  United  Methodist,  P.O.  Box 
3247.  Beaumont,  TX  77704. 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  A  part-time  posi¬ 
tion.  First  UMC,  Clermont.  Church  of  800  + 
members  in  central  Florida  (near  Orlando).  Con¬ 
tact:  Gerald  VanDyken.  Box  120488,  Clermont, 
FL  34712-0488. 

101  EFFECTIVE  IDEAS  USING  your  church 
computer.  Written  by  Methodist,  for  creative 
churches  wanting  to  communicate  ministries 
with  PC’s.  Free  details.  Desktop  Ministry.  1- 
800-964-5250. 

FOR  SALE:  1946  MOLLER  PIPE  ORGAN. 

S 1 4,600  or  best  ofTer.  You  remove  by  January  3, 
1994.  Call  Carol  at  (307)  637-7611  or  Steve  at 
(307)  628-2283  for  information. 

WINTER  IN  FLORIDA  ON  LAKE  near  ocean 

and  Disney.  Spacious  home  (3/2)  furnished 
near  Jacksonville/St.  Augustine.  Weekly  $450. 
Write:  Rental.  Box  19144,  Jacksonville,  FL 
32245-9144. 

FOR  SALE  52  GOLD  CHOIR  ROBES  with  4- 

color  stoles.  40  red  children's  choir  robes.  Price 
negotiable.  Pam  Capener,  Christ  UMC,  2807 
Valwood  Parkway,  Dallas,  TX  75234.  (214) 
247-6136. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week, 
$525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

SAVE!  FOR  $29  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 

Play  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort. 
For  groups  (12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark. 
Lodging  (now  with  more  showers!).  » 10.30  tick¬ 
ets.  and  meals  all  included!  Call  (501)  253-8418 
today! 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 

Buses,  vans  and  luggage  trailers.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  1 5-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity 
Transportation,  (800)  330-3622. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  snip¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/Pro- 

gram  Director  for  1600  +  member  church.  This 
person  must  have  a  master's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  two 
year's  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Belle  Calkins, 
West  Lawn  United  Methodist  Church,  15 
Woodside  Avenue,  West  Lawn,  PA  19609. 

CAIRO  FIRST  UMC  SEEKS  A  FULL-TIME 

person  for  youth/children’s  ministries  and  edu¬ 
cational  responsibilities.  Salary  $24-30,000/ 
year.  DOE.  Prefer  previous  experience  and  mu¬ 
sic  skills.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Paul  W.  Dupree, 

3 1 8  South  Broad  St..  Cairo.  GA  3 1 728. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 

growing  1 500-member  suburban  church.  Adult 
choirs,  youth  choir,  handbell  choirs,  and  chil¬ 
dren's  choirs.  Must  possess  enthusiasm  for  di¬ 
verse  musical  styles.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee  Chairperson,  Mission  Bend  UMC, 
14634  Bellaire  Blvd.,  Houston.  TX  77083. 

3-year  project  begins 
to  translate  Wesley 
into  Spanish  volumes 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  three-year  effort  to  translate  se¬ 
lected  works  of  John  Wesley  into 
Spanish  has  picked  up  momentum 
following  reorganization  of  the 
project. 

The  reorganized  editorial  board 
of  “Las  Obras  de  Juan  Wesley” 
(“The  Works  of  John  Wesley”  in 
Spanish)  met  for  the  first  time  re¬ 
cently  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C. 

The  1 2-  to  1 5-volume  project  is  in¬ 
tended  to  make  Wesley’s  theological 
heritage  available  to  his  Spanish¬ 
speaking  spiritual  descendants,  espe¬ 
cially  in  Latin  America  where  church 
growth  is  reported  to  be  “explosive.” 

Abingdon  Press  and  the  Wesley 
Works  Project  Board  have  granted 
the  Spanish-language  project  per¬ 
mission  to  take  its  selections  from 
the  bicentennial  edition  of  “The 
Works  of  John  Wesley.”  The  latter 
project  is  a  work  in  progress  itself. 

The  Rev.  Justo  Gonzalez  has 
been  named  editor  of  the  new  Span¬ 
ish-language  project.  He  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference  and  a  visiting  professor 
at  United  Methodist-related  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta. 

Co-chairs  of  the  project’s  interna¬ 
tional  editorial  board  are  the  Rev. 
Rosanna  Panizo,  director  of  the 
Communidad  Biblico  Theologica 
(Biblical  Theological  Community) 
in  Lima,  Peru,  and  the  Rev.  Jose’ 
Pacheco  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  repre¬ 
senting  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene. 

The  Church  of  the  Nazarene 
owns  the  Spanish  reprint  rights  to 
52  of  Wesley’s  sermons.  The  rights 
were  assigned  to  that  denomination 
a  century  ago  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  a  prede¬ 
cessor  body  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Rounding  out  the  editorial  board 
are  rttired  Methodist  Bishop  Morti¬ 
mer  Arias  of  Salinas,  Uruguay,  and 
the  Rev.  L.  Elbert  Wethington, 


president  of  the  Wesley  Heritage 
Foundation  Inc,  which  is  funding 
the  project. 

The  foundation  was  created  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wethington.  They 
contributed  $100,000  to  start  the 
Spanish  translation  project  and  to 
encourage  Wesley  studies  among 
Spanish-speaking  Methodists,  espe¬ 
cially  in  Latin  America.  The  endow¬ 
ment  has  grown  to  $  1 20,000. 

The  Wethingtons  are  retired  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Philippines.  He  is  a 
former  instructor  at  two  United 
Methodist-related  institutions — 
Lebanon  Valley  College  in  Annville, 
Pa.,  and  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  in  Durham. 

“We  were  asked  to  contribute  to¬ 
ward  a  theological  library  at  a  college 
in  Lima,  Peru,”  Dr.  Wethington  ex¬ 
plained.  “Then  we  discovered  there 
was  no  Spanish  edition  of  Wesley’s 
works.  It  seemed  to  us  a  much-ne¬ 
glected  need.” 


PHOTO  COURTESY  MISSION  RESOURCE  CENTER 

New  missionaries  commissioned 

ATLANTA — The  40  United  Methodist  US2  missionaries  com¬ 
missioned  recently — the  largest  class  in  more  than  a  decade — 
included  Katherine  Beach  of  Stephenville,  Texas,  and  Steve  Ba- 
liko  of  Fallston,  Md.  She  is  being  assigned  to  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville,  he  to  Alaska  Children's  Services  in  An¬ 
chorage.  The  program  gets  its  name  from  the  two-year  terms 
each  missionary  agrees  to  serve  within  the  United  States. 


Are  mainliners  bound  for  sidelines? 


By  DONALD  W.  HAYNES 

In  the  book,  “American  Mainline 
Religion:  Its  Changing  Shape  and 
Future,”  we  read  the  ominous  re¬ 
minder  that  ten  of  the  mainline 
churches  in  American  are  in  serious 
and  perennial  decline.  The  authors 
issue  the  sober  warning  that  by  the 
year  2000  A.D.,  “the  mainliners 
may  be  the  sideliners.” 

The  shift  we  see  in  corporate 
America  with  the  demise  of  the 
Sears  catalog  and  the  major  market 


losses  of  IBM  and  GM  remind  us 
that  the  market  is  no  respector  of 
size.  Giants  fall  more  slowly,  but 
they  fall  just  as  pygmies  do. 

The  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet  opens  his 
“Quantum  Spirituality”  by  saying, 
“We  are  called  to  be  in  the  world,  but 
not  of  it.  But  not  out  of  it  either.” 

He  continues  in  his  seminal  book 
for  recasting  theology  in  a  contem¬ 
porary  paradigm:  “The  Christian 
mind  is  failing  to  comprehend  the 
times,  our  times.” 

He  calls  us  to  be  a  “dialoguing 
fellow  traveler  with  culture.”  Cer¬ 
tainly  Jesus  was.  That  is  why  the 
Pharisees  ridiculed  him  so. 

VISION  2000,  being  used  or  con¬ 
sidered  in  more  than  40  annual  con¬ 
ferences  where  more  than  55  percent 
of  United  Methodists  hold  member¬ 
ship,  is  not  “old  style  evangelism” 
but  “new  style  evangelization.”  It 
calls  us  to  speak  the  language  of  the 
subcultures  and  bring  them  to  the 
light  of  the  Good  News. 


The  bottom  line  is  that  we  need 
to  restore  our  confidence,  develop 
our  competence  and  become  proac¬ 
tive  in  penetrating  the  unchurched 
markets  as  United  Methodists. 

Others  are  reaching  them. 

We  believe  that  we  have  a  mes¬ 
sage  that  matters,  a  mission  that 
cares  and  that  VISION  2000  is  a 
method  that  works.  How  can  we  be 
content  while  the  David  Koreshes 
of  this  generation  reach  out  and 
touch  God’s  children  who  are  lost 
and  cannot  find  their  way  home? 
Beggars  don’t  ask  brand  names. 

Old-style  evangelism  revives  the 
churched;  new-style  evangelization 
does  the  loving  deed  we  learned 
from  liberal  Christianity  and  names 
the  name  of  Jesus  we  learned  from 
evangelical  Christianity.  This  is  the 
VISION  2000. 

Dr.  Haynes  is  superintendent  for 
the  Charlotte  District  of  United 
Methodism's  Western  North  Caroli¬ 
na  Annual  Conference. 
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Private  character  and 
repentance  also  counts 


By  RON  KAPALKA 

“What  a  person  does  in  the  priva¬ 
cy  of  his  or  her  own  home  doesn’t 
matter." 

Some  variation  of  this  statement 
became  quite  popular  in  the  last 
presidential  election. 

A  frustration  with  the  mudsling- 
ing  is  probably  behind  the  state¬ 
ment.  We  did  grow  weary  of  the 
charges,  mostly  unproven.  But  do 
we  really  believe  the  statement? 

Is  it  really  okay  if  someone  is  dis¬ 
honest,  so  long  as  we  do  not  know 
it?  Can  one’s  character  in  private 
life  be  truly  different  than  the  pub¬ 
lic  character?  Is  a  public  sin  abhor¬ 
rent  but  a  private  one  acceptable? 

If  we  are  truly  interested  in  some¬ 
one’s  character,  is  it  enough  to  look 
only  at  their  public  lives? 

Our  history  is  ripe  with  stories  of 
people  who  appeared  to  have  high 
morals  in  public  yet  who  proved,  to 
our  detriment,  to  be  quite  the  oppo¬ 
site. 

What's  the  question? 

However,  the  question  should  not 
be  whether  someone  has  sinned.  We 
won’t  find  anyone  who  can  pass 
that  test!  The  question  is  one  of  cur¬ 
rent  behavior  and  belief. 

Character  is  determined  not  by 
leading  a  perfect  life;  rather,  it  is  de¬ 
termined  by  what  we  learn  and  how 
we  are  changed  by  the  experiences 
of  life. 

I  do  not  expect  my  children  to  be 
perfect.  I  do  expect  that  they  will 
learn  from  their  mistakes  and  at¬ 
tempt  not  to  repeat  them. 

God  treats  us  the  same  way.  God 
expects  that  we  will  recognize  our 
errors,  repent  of  them  and  seek  a 
better  way. 

Somehow  we  need  to  find  some 
of  this  same  balance  in  our  social 
lives.  We  need  to  stop  listening  to 
gossip.  We  must  not  be  swayed  by 
an  accusation  against  a  person. 


Commentary 


The  Rev.  Ron  Ka- 
palka  is  pastor  of 
First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in 
Powell,  Wyo. 


That  charge  must  be  backed  with 
hard  evidence  which  would  also  lead 
a  reasonable  person  to  believe  that 
this  behavior  is  unchanged. 

What  happens  behind  closed 
doors  does  matter.  Questions  of 
character  matter. 

Not  the  'unforgivable  sin' 

Infidelity  of  any  sort  where  there 
has  been  confession  and  forgiveness 
is  not  of  public  concern.  Infidelity 
is  not  the  “unforgivable  sin.” 

However,  infidelity  that  continues 
without  repentance  is  of  public  con¬ 
cern.  At  that  point,  it  becomes  a 
character  issue  of  legitimate  concern. 

The  problem  is  that  we  have  al¬ 
lowed  charges  to  be  made,  and 
made  believable,  without  evidence. 
We  also  neglect  to  acknowledge  that 
a  failure  may  lead  to  a  dramatic 
positive  character  change. 

Honesty  and  all  other  character 
issues  permeate  every  aspect  of  our 
lives.  If  we  cannot  be  true  to  them 
in  our  personal  lives,  should  we  be 
expected  to  be  entrusted  with  other 
responsibilities? 

Do  not  allow  your  weariness  with 
mud-slinging  to  blind  you  to  real  is¬ 
sues.  We  have  a  responsibility  to  ex¬ 
amine  our  public  officials. 

We  are  not  called  to  reject  them 
for  past  failures;  however,  we  are 
called  to  hold  them  accountable  as 
men  and  women  that  we  can  now 
trust. 


UM-college  grad  headed 
farther  than  she  thought 


Church  brings  'magical  week' 
to  kids  at  summer  music  camp 


PHOTOS  BY  JAN  LICHTENWALTER 

Science/religion  conference:  'How  do  we 
communicate  the  gospel  in  scientific  age?' 

"Faith  and  science  are  not  at  war.  Faith  in  God 
neither  depends  on  nor  fears  scientific  knowledge." 

— Howard  Van  Till 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

If  the  bones  of  dinosaurs  could 
speak,  what  would  they  say? 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Olson,  a  Mon¬ 
tana  pastor  who  has  uncovered  hun¬ 
dreds  of  those  bones  as  a  part-time 
paleontologist,  believes  they  would 
question  the  superiority  humans 
feel  over  nature. 

Mr.  Olson  was  speaking  at  a  re¬ 
cent  international  conference  on 
Science,  Technology  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Faith  in  Moorhead,  Minn. 

“Subject  to  nature’s  laws,  the  di¬ 
nosaurs  would  suggest  we  be  a  bit 
more  humble,  for  we  have  not  been 
here  very  long  compared  to  them. 

. . .  The  dinosaurs  ruled  for  150-160 
million  years.  . .  .  We  should  realize 
that  the  great  web  of  life  didn’t  de¬ 
velop  just  for  us.” 

Mr.  Olson,  pastor  of  Zion  Luther¬ 
an  Church  in  Lewiston,  Mont.,  ob¬ 
served  that  our  dominance  of 
nature  has  caused  environmental 
destruction  and  uncontrolled  popu- 


Another  speaker  at  the  science 
and  religion  conference  was  the 
Rev.  John  Polkinghorne,  an  Angli¬ 
can  priest  and  a  former  professor  of 
physics  at  Cambridge  University  in 
England. 

He  told  the  conference  that  hu¬ 
mans  were  made  from  the  ashes  of 
dead  stars. 

“Every  atom  of  carbon  inside 
your  body  was  once  inside  a  star,” 
he  said. 

Expanding  ball  of  energy 

In  a  lecture  on  “A  New  Natural 
Theology,”  Mr.  Polkinghorne  said 
the  universe  started  15  billion  years 
ago  and  it  started  incredibly  sim¬ 
ply — as  an  expanding  ball  of  energy. 


In  a  lecture  on  the  social  implica¬ 
tions  of  new  biomedical  technol¬ 
ogies,  Troy  Duster,  professor  of 
sociology  at  the  University  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  Berkeley,  talked  about  re¬ 
ports  that  a  so-called  "gay  gene” 
may  be  found. 

“There  is  a  tendency  for  the  gay 
community  to  be  very  conflicted 
about  this  topic  because  many  gays 
believe  that  if  a  ‘gay  gene’  is  discov¬ 
ered,  there  will  be  less  culpability, 
less  ‘blame,’  ”  he  said. 

But  he  said  it  is  “a  very  naive  po¬ 
sition  to  think  that  just  because 
something  is  explained  genetically, 
it  is  going  to  be  handled  better,  ex¬ 
cused.  I  think  there  is  a  lot  of 
counter  evidence  for  it.” 


gians,  gave  a  broad  overview  of 
science,  technology  and  the  church. 

“We  have  to  deal  both  with  the 
apparent  conflicts  between  science 
and  religion  and  with  the  wider 
question:  How  do  we  communicate 
the  gospel  credibly  in  an  age  of  sci¬ 
ence?”  he  said. 

'Creation  Science' 

The  need  for  seminaries  and 
churches  to  give  more  attention  to 
science  was  pointed  up,  Mr.  Bar¬ 
bour  said,  by  the  election  in  1992  of 
a  number  of  school  board  members 
committed  to  the  teaching  of  “cre¬ 
ation  science”  as  an  alternative  to 
evolution  in  the  public  schools. 

The  conference  also  included 
some  30  seminars,  each  of  which 
was  given  twice.  One  of  the  most 
popular  was  devoted  to  “A  Critique 
of  the  Creation/Evolution  Debate” 
and  was  led  by  Howard  Van  Till, 
professor  of  astronomy  at  Calvin 
College  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


By  LORI  CAMPBELL  BAKER 

On  June  26,  1993,  Cathleen  Scar¬ 
brough  received  her  hard-earned 
bachelor’s  degree  in  hospitality 
management  from  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Bethune-Cookman  Col¬ 
lege  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

Like  many  enthusiastic  students, 
Ms.  Scarbrough  threw  a  big  party, 
inviting  close  friends,  family,  class¬ 
mates  and  faculty  members. 

And  just  as  the  “40-something” 
student  from  Chicago  had  begun  to 
think  she  had  tackled  her  biggest 
mid-life  challenge,  she  embarked  on 
the  journey  of  a  lifetime. 

When  she  first  became  aware  of 
the  National  Association  For  Equal 
Opportunity  in  Higher  Education 
summer  internship  in  Sri  Lanka, 
Ms.  Scarbrough  knew  it  was  for  her. 

“I  have  this  new-found  confi¬ 
dence  in  myself  and  my  abilities 
since  returning  to  college,"  she  said, 
“and  I’m  ready  to  explore  new 
worlds.” 

As  a  full-time  student,  Ms.  Scar¬ 
brough  knew  that  funding  the  three- 
month  trip  would  be  a  critical  issue. 

Bethune-Cookman  College  and 


On  Jordan 's  stormy  banks  /  stand. 
And  cast  a  wishful  eye 
To  Canaan 's  fair  and  happy  land. 
Where  my  possessions  lie. 

I  am  bound  for  the  promised  land. 

O  who  will  come  and  go  with  me. 

I  am  bound  for  the  promised  land. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Those  who  have  seen  the  Jordan 
River,  a  narrow,  fordable  stream, 
may  wonder  why  “stormy  banks”  is 
used  to  refer  to  it.  From  its  sources 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Herman,  1,800 
feet  above  sea  level,  the  Jordan  Riv¬ 
er  is  223  miles  long. 

However,  the  actual  distance  be¬ 
tween  its  sources  and  the  Dead  Sea, 
1,292  feet  below  sea  level,  is  only 
124  miles.  Seasonal  conditions  in 
that  area  and  the  sharp  decline  of 
the  riverbed  downstream  make  for 
rapid  currents  and  sometimes 
“stormy”  conditions. 

The  hymn  was  written  by  Samuel 
Stennett  in  1787,  borrowing  the 
scene  from  the  Old  Testament  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Children  of  Israel  cross¬ 
ing  the  Jordan  River  into  Canaan, 
the  Promised  Land  (Joshua  3). 

Stennett  paints  a  word  picture  of 
the  Christian  gazing  into  the  future 
and  anticipating  the  joy  of  life  be¬ 
yond  the  grave — the  Promised  Land. 


the  award-granting  association 
worked  together  in  securing  funding 
for  transporta-  — 
tion  to  Washing¬ 
ton  for  three 
days  of  pre-trav¬ 
el  briefing  and 
then  to  Sri  Lanka 
and  back. 

While  in  Sri 
Lanka,  Ms.  Scar¬ 
brough  will  be  Cathleen 
doing  analytical  Scarbrough 

work  as  it  relates  to  hotel  adminis¬ 
tration  and  tourism  development. 

She  will  conduct  feasibility  stud¬ 
ies,  market  analyses  and  structural 
comparisons  between  hotel  man¬ 
agement  in  Sri  Lanka  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

“Basically,  it’s  a  win-win  situa¬ 
tion,”  she  explains.  “I’m  going  over 
there  to  observe  how  things  are 
done  in  the  Sri  Lankan  hotel/motel 
industry  while  advising  them  on 
how  similar  situations  are  handled 
in  the  United  States.” 

Ms.  Baker  is  a  public  relations  as¬ 
sistant  at  Bethune-Cookman  Col¬ 
lege  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 


History 
of  Hymns 

For  almost  40  years  before  his 
death  in  1795,  Stennett  ministered 
to  the  Baptist  congregation  that  met 
on  Little  Wild  Street,  Lincoln’s 
Field,  London.  He  held  a  promi¬ 
nent  position  among  the  non-Angli¬ 
can  ministers  of  London  and  was  a 
personal  friend  of  King  George  III. 

Stennett  used  his  strong  influence 
in  both  religious  and  political  cir¬ 
cles  to  support  the  principle  of  reli¬ 
gious  freedom. 

The  anonymous  Southern  folk 
tune  used  to  sing  the  hymn  seems  to 
have  first  appeared  in  William 
Walker’s  “Southern  Harmony,"  a 
shape  note  tune  book  published  in 
1835.  There  it  was  cast  in  the  key  of 
F  sharp  minor. 

The  change  to  the  key  of  F  major 
was  made  by  R.  M.  McIntosh,  mu¬ 
sic  editor  for  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  South;  in  this  key,  the 
hymn  survives  in  many  hymnals  to¬ 
day.  The  song  was  published  in 
Nashville  in  a  collection  in  1874. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"There's  a  Wideness  in  Cod's  Mercy" 


And  that  could  seal  our  doom  as 
surely  as  the  unknown  force  that 
ended  the  Cretaceous  period  of  di¬ 
nosaurs. 


Texas  youths 
team  up  with 
corporate  sponsors 

CORPUS  CHRISTI,  Texas- 
More  than  200  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youths  and  70  adults 
completed  $130,000  worth  of 
renovation  recently  on  three 
inner-city  homes  in  Corpus 
Christi.  The  Sea  City  Work 
Camp,  organized  by  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
United  Methodist  district  in 
the  south  Texas  city,  aimed 
to  offer  home  reconstruction 
and  repair  assistance  to  low- 
income  families.  Nineteen 
corporate  sponsors  provided 
materials,  food  and  technical 
support.  This  home  received 
new  windows,  a  new  roof 
and  new  electrical  wiring. 


Expressing  a  strong  faith  in  God, 
he  said,  “We  believe  there  is  a  desti¬ 
ny  awaiting  us  beyond  our  death 
and  I  believe  there  is  a  destiny 
awaiting  the  universe  beyond  its 
death  also.” 


in  anotner  lecture,  lan  Barbour,  a 
professor-emeritus  at  Carleton  Col¬ 
lege  in  Northfield,  Minn.,  and  a 
long-time  participant  in  the  dia¬ 
logue  between  scientists  and  theolo- 


“Faith  and  science  are  not  at 
war,”  Mr.  Van  Till  emphasized. 
“Faith  in  God  neither  depends  on 
nor  fears  scientific  knowledge,”  he 
said. 


Hymn  is  author's  look 
into  future  with  Christ 


TITUSVILLE,  Florida— Justin 
Greene,  left,  Christina  Chal- 
fante,  center,  and  Jennifer 
Urda  try  their  hand  at  a  new 
instrument  in  a  beginning- 
guitar  class  at  summer  music 
camp  sponsored  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Titusville.  The  program  at¬ 
tracted  87  children.  About 
half  were  not  members  of 
the  church. 


By  JAN  LICHTENWALTER 

TITUSVILLE,  Fla.— Music 
rang  out  from  the  halls  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ti¬ 
tusville  during  the  church’s  re¬ 
cent  Music  Camp  ’93. 

Debra  Carraway,  the  church’s 
music  director,  led  87  children 
through  a  magical  week  of  music, 
worship  and  the  arts. 

“We  offered  it  to  provide  an 
atmosphere  for  children  to  grow 
both  musically  and  spiritually  as 
they  experience  a  variety  of  ways 
to  express  their  praise  to  God 
through  music  and  the  arts,"  she 
said. 

More  than  half  of  the  children,, 
from  kindergartners  through  sixth 
graders,  were  not  members  of  the, 
congregation. 

Because  the  reputation  of  the 
music  camp,  now  in  its  third  year, 
has  traveled  quickly,  registrations 
filled  early  in  the  summer. 

All  students  shared  in  singing, 
but  an  array  of  other  activities 
awaited  the  children,  according 
to  their  ages  and  interests:  Hand¬ 
bells,  beginning  guitar,  arts  and 
crafts,  puppets,  drama,  banner¬ 
making,  learning  the  instruments 
of  the  orchestra,  sign  language 


and  sacred  dance. 

Ms.  Carraway  recruited  about 
30  adults  to  teach  and  assist  the 
children,  a  high  adult-child  ratio. 

She  said,  “We  want  each  child 
to  feel  special,  through  large  group 
core  classes  and  smaller  class  elec¬ 
tives,  which  expose  the  children  to 
many  facets  of  musical  and  artistic 
expression. 

“We  need  to  equip  our  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  arts  and  to  be  able  to 
articulate  our  faith.  Each  of  these 
expressions  of  the  arts  is  a  way 
God  has  given  us  to  do  that,”  she 
said 

The  week’s  theme,  “Celebrate 
the  Joy  of  Our  Faith,”  was  ex¬ 
panded  each  day,  including  one 


day  when  the  children  “stuffed” 
a  giant  turkey  with  canned  goods 
to  share  with  needy  children  in 
the  community. 

Ms.  Lichtenwalter  is  director  of 
Christian  education  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Titus¬ 
ville. 


TITUSVILLE,  Florida— Music 
was  not  the  only  subject  on 
the  agenda  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church's  summer 
music  camp.  Nira  Salle,  left, 
and  Nia  Mendez  made  a 
banner  together. 
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The  Flurry  Residence 
2816  Hill  Street 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 


BAILEY  DONATION 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  of  this  year  Iva  L.  Bailey  donated  her 
home  located  at  8717  Westbrook  Place  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana  to  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers  Homes  Board.  It  is  a  lovely,  well-kept  home  in  a  good 
neighborhood  in  south  Shreveport. 

Mrs.  Bailey  reserved  unto  herself,  a  lifetime  usufruct  of  her  home,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  improvements  situated  thereon.  This  means  that  as  long  as 
she  lives  she  has  full  use  of  her  home.  She  has  agreed  to  be  responsible  for 
usual  care  and  maintenance  of  the  premises,  utilities,  insurance,  and  taxes 
throughout  the  usufruct. 

Mrs.  Bailey  declared  that  this  donation  was  made  in  consideration  of  the 
natural  love  and  affection  which  she  and  her  late  husband  have  and  bear 
unto  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its  ministry.  This  gift  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  our  Board  with  deep  gratitude. 

We  encourage  others  to  consider  this  as  a  possible  way  to  make  signifi¬ 
cant  contributions  to  our  Board.  While  still  living  in  your  home,  you  get  a 
significant  tax  break  by  such  a  donation. 


Clarice  Flurry 


Isaac  and  Velma  June  Patton,  Jr. 


The  Patton  Residence 
2324  Sauville  Street 
Monroe,  LA  71201 


JOHNSON  DONATION 

The  Lord  does  work  in  mysterious  ways.  The  sale  of  the  Farmerville 
Road  property  has  given  us  a  great  deal  of  concern.  We  believed  we  could 
get  enough  from  the  sale  of  that  property  to  rebuild  for  each  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  living  on  that  property.  But  we  were  afraid  we  would  not  have 
enough  to  buy  the  property  on  which  to  build.  We  placed  a  notice  that  we 
needed  property  in  the  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  newsletter. 

Immediately,  we  got  a  response  from  Ms.  Ruth  Johnson,  a  member  of 
Trinity,  who  graciously  offered  us  as  much  property  as  we  needed  to  re¬ 
build  the  units  on  the  Farmerville  Road  property  that  was  being  sold. 
Without  her  generous  gift  this  move  could  not  have  gone  through  because 
the  best  deal  we  could  get  for  the  sale  of  the  Farmerville  Road  property 
would  not  have  covered  the  cost  of  the  property  on  which  to  rebuild. 

Ms.  Johnson  is  excited  about  making  this  gift  and  our  Board  is  ecstatic 
because  it  makes  it  possible  for  us  to  relocate  these  residents  to  a  safer, 
more  desirable  neighborhood.  She  joins  a  list  of  other  benefactors  who 
have  donated  property  on  which  we  have  built  units.  This  is  one  of  many 
ways  Methodists  in  Louisiana  may  say  thanks  to  the  ministers  who  have 
served  them  for  so  many  years. 


Raymond  and  Altha  Crofoot 

Clarice  Flurry 

The  Crofoot  Residence 

1119  Carey  Street 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

The  Flurry  Residence 

2816  Hill  Street 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Dixie  and  John  Oldham 

Isaac  and  Velma  June  Patton,  Jr. 

The  Oldham  Residence 

1 000  Reeves  Street 

Bernice,  LA  71222 

The  Patton  Residence 

2324  Sauville  Street 

Monroe,  LA  71201 

Fred  W.  Schwindimann 

The  Schwindimann  Residence 
5520  E.  Meadow  Drive 

Bossier  City,  LA  7 1 1 1 2 

Fred  W.  Schwindimann 


The  Schwindimann  Residence 
5520  E.  Meadow  Drive 
Bossier  City,  LA  71 1 1 2 


The  Crofoot  Residence  Raymond  and  Altha  Crofoot 

1119  Carey  Street 
Ruston,  LA  71270 


MAJOR  MOVE 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  has  voted  to  make  a  major  move. 
For  some  years,  because  of  the  changing  nature  of  the  neighborhood,  resi¬ 
dents  living  in  the  apartments  and  other  units  located  on  property  on  Far¬ 
merville  Road  in  Ruston  have  not  felt  secure.  For  many  months  our  Board 
has  sought  a  way  to  relocate  these  residents  in  a  safer  neighborhood. 

Recently,  that  opportunity  became  available  to  us.  The  Green  Clinic,  lo¬ 
cated  to  the  south  of  our  apartment  complex  has  made  an  offer  for  this 
property  that  our  board  has  accepted.  In  three  phases  this  Clinic  will  pur¬ 
chase  all  of  our  property  on  Farmerville  Road.  The  first  transaction  will 
take  place  immediately  and  will  include  the  vacant  acreage  on  the  south¬ 
east  comer  of  the  property.  The  second  transaction  will  take  place  as  soon 
as  we  can  find  replacement  dwellings  for  the  two  residents  in  the  apart¬ 
ment  complex  for  which  we  have  a  responsibility.  The  other  four  residents 
are  not  ministers  and/or  ministers  spouses.  This  must  be  done  before  June 
of  1994.  The  final  transaction  will  be  made  as  soon  as  our  board  can  find 
residences  for  the  four  residents  living  in  the  duplex  and  two  homes  on  the 
north  section  of  the  Farmerville  Road  property.  This  final  transaction 
must  be  completed  before  June  of  1996. 

It  needs  to  be  understood  that  though  our  Board  has  no  legal  obligation 
to  relocate  the  existing  residents,  we  feel  a  moral  obligation  to  do  so  and 
have  already  begun  the  planning  required  to  do  so. 


BEQUESTS 

In  the  last  couple  of  months  we  have  received  two  bequests.  The  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  was  remembered  in  the  will  of  Mary  Conger 
White  of  Shreveport  in  the  amount  of  $  1 0,000.00  I  have  been  recently  no¬ 
tified  of  a  bequest  to  our  Board  in  the  will  of  Mrs.  Vermelle  “Bobbye” 
McCambell.  The  amount  of  this  bequest  has  not  yet  been  determined. 


The  Oldham  Residence 
1000  Reeves  Street 
Bernice,  LA  71222 


if "  V\ 


Dixie  and  John  Oldham 


MIKE  JOHN,  JR.  MEMORIAL 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  was  served  long  and  well  by  Mike 
John,  Jr.  of  Monroe.  Mike  served  for  over  thirty  years  as  Treasurer  of  our 
board.  Again  and'  again  during  the  last  years  of  his  life,  Mike  expressed 
concern  about  the  administrative  expenses  of  our  Board.  To  administer  40 
homes,  6  apartments,  1  duplex,  which  represent  investments  in  excess  of 
three  million  dollars  cannot  be  done  on  “peanuts.”  With  the  money  re¬ 
ceived  from  local  church  offerings  shrinking  each  year,  Mike  was  con¬ 
cerned,  as  were  other  members  of  our  Board,  that  the  day  might  come 
when  we  might  lose  our  investments  because  of  lack  of  funds  with  which  to 
administer  the  program. 

Soon  after  Mike’s  untimely  death,  our  Board  thought  it  an  appropriate 
memorial  to  this  long-time  servant  to  establish  the  Mike  John,  Jr.  Memori¬ 
al  Administrative  Trust  Fund.  So  far  the  fund  has  grown  to  over 
$10,500.00.  We  have  set  a  goal  of  half  a  million  dollars  to  be  held  in  trust 
by  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation.  Only  the  interest  from  this  fund 
would  be  used  to  supplement  the  local  church  offerings  to  pay  the  adminis¬ 
trative  cost  of  our  Board.  A  gift  of  cash,  stocks,  bonds,  property,  land  or 
stamp  and  coin  collections  can  be  made  to  this  fund.  Such  gifts  are  tax  de¬ 
ductible. 


NEW  HOME  TO  BE  BUIL  T  IN  MONROE 

A  new  home  is  soon  to  be  built  in  Monroe.  The  home  of  Elizabeth  Lang¬ 
ford  was  given  to  our  Board  upon  her  death.  The  home  was  larger  than 
generally  provided  by  our  Board.  It  was,  therefore,  sold  and  the  proceeds 
have  been  held  in  escrow  for  more  than  six  years.  Recently  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  donated  a  lot  adjacent  to  their  property  on 
which  to  build  a  Retired  Ministers  Home  for  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen.  As 
soon  as  the  zoning  board  of  the  City  of  Monroe  rezones  this  lot,  residen¬ 
tial,  construction  can  begin  on  the  Elizabeth  Langford  Memorial  Retired 
Ministers  Home. 

This  is  another  way  a  home  can  be  built.  A  church  can  give  property  and 
at  least  half  of  the  cost  of  construction,  with  our  Board  giving  the  other 
half  of  construction  costs,  and  the  church  gets  to  designate  the  first  occu¬ 
pant  of  the  home.  We  encourage  other  churches  to  consider  this  possibility. 
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Ekaterinburg  youth  and  adult  counselors  in  Vacation  Bible  School 
participate  in  singing  United  Methodist  hymns  in  Russian  during  a 
visit  last  month  by  Louisiana  United  Methodists. 


A  working  man: 
carpenter  of  Nazareth 
understands  and  cares 

Victor 
Louisiana 
AFL-CIO  President 

More  than  20  years  ago  I  transferred  my  membership  from  another 
protestant  church  to  First  United  Methodist  in  Baton  Rouge. 

I  didn’t  do  it  lightly.  In  fact,  I  visited  First  Methodist  many  times  be¬ 
fore  finally  determining  that  my  beliefs  were  more  clearly  represented 
in  this  church  and  my  spiritual  needs  were  better  met  there. 

While  the  United  Methodist  Church  means  a  number  of  things  to 
me,  just  as  I  am  sure  it  does  to  every  member,  I  feel  that  our  Social 
Principles  have  given  even  greater  encouragement  to  my  life.  In  view  of 
my  occupation,  they  have  a  special  place  in  my  heart  since  they  relate 
so  directly  to  workers. 

It  is  easy  to  feel  Christian  love  and  concern  for  all  of  God's  children 
while  sitting  in  church,  but  so  difficult  to  apply  that  love  and  concern 
for  others  as  we  move  through  our  regular  daily  lives. 

As  a  leader  of  the  labor  movement,  I  have  come  to  know  about  the 
personal  problems  that  working  men  and  women  encounter  each  day. 
These  problems  have  multiplied  and  become  more  difficult  to  cope  with 
in  today’s  economy.  Now,  more  than  ever,  workers  need  help  and  un¬ 
derstanding  and  a  source  of  strength  as  those  found  in  our  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples. 

Most  workers  like  to  work  and  feel  productive.  When  they  have  em¬ 
ployment  that  provides  fair  wages  and  other  decent  benefits,  especially 
health  care,  they  can  provide  for  their  families.  Therefore,  the  church 
is  an  important  part  of  that  everyday  living  because  it  provides  spiritual 
guidance  and  social  contact. 

Labor  Day  also  has  a  special  meaning  to  satisfied  workers.  It  is  a 
day  to  rest  and  relax  feeling  secure  that  their  labor  is  recognized  and 
appreciated. 

It  is  significant  that  Labor  Day  comes-aftcr  Sunday,  there  by  placing 
the  sabbath  first.  However,  when  people  are  without  gainful  employ¬ 
ment,  they  often  tend  to  become  discouraged  and  forget  what  a  source 
of  strength  and  comfort  their  church  can  be. 

John  Wesley  taught  us  not  to  forget  the  downtrodden  whose  labor  is 
not  properly  compensated  or  who  is  unemployed.  Christ  would  have  us 
do  no  less. 

I  truly  believe  they  had  the  spiritual  guidance  of  the  carpenter  from 
Nazareth.  It  is  my  prayer  that  the  church  and  Labor  Day  shall  always 
have  true  meaning  to  working  men  and  women. 


Louisiana  Volunteer  in  Mission 
teams  to  aid  Midwest  flood  relief 


Volunteers  in  Mission,  indi¬ 
viduals  and  teams,  are  needed  to 
aid  flood  victims  along  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  and  its  tributaries. 
Calls  for  volunteers  are  coming 
from  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.  Volunteers  desiring  to 
serve  may  be  placed  immediate¬ 
ly.  Teams  of  volunteers  will  be 
needed  for  months,  especially 
until  the  onset  of  cold  weather 
this  winter.  Louisiana  will  re¬ 
spond. 

The  hundreds  of  persons  who 
responded  after  the  Hurricane 
Andrew  disaster  left  a  legacy  of 
love  and  concern  that  is  continu¬ 
ing  to  bear  witness  to  God’s  love 
in  South  Louisiana. 

Salem  UMC  members 

Walter  Braswell,  a  member  of 
Salem  UMC,  said  that  he  had  al¬ 
ways  sympathized  when  he 
would  hear  of  a  disaster  in  some 
other  state  but  had  never  before 
thought  about  going  there  to  do 
something.  He  was  a  volunteer  at 
Sager-Brown  and  saw  all  of  the 
people  coming  from  many  states 
to  help.  “Their  coming  here  real¬ 
ly  impressed  me,”  he  said  recent¬ 
ly. 

He  and  Chuck  Wells  of  the 
same  church  wanted  to  return 
the  favor  after  the  Midwest 
floods.  Braswell  called  someone 
in  Wisconsin  who  had  come  to 
Louisiana  and  asked  if  help  was 
needed. 

The  two  men  have  returned 
from  Black  River,  a  3,500-popu¬ 
lation  Wisconsin  town  where 
they  received  a  great  reception. 

“We  couldn't  get  over  what  a 


big  ‘to-do’  they  made  over  two 
guys  from  Louisiana  being 
there,”  he  said.  They  put  up 
sheet  rock  and  siding  in  an  area 
where  about  100  homes  of  young 
couples  and  elderly  people  were 
flooded. 

Wisconsin  hospitality 

“Every  night  we  were  invited  to 
someone’s  home  for  dinner  and 
every  day  the  hospital  delivered 
a  sack  lunch  to  us  on  the  job,”  he 
said.  A  woman  sent  over  some 
money  for  them  to  eat  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  chicken  restaurant. 

They  worked  on  the  home  of  a 
man  whose  house  had  been 
flooded  and  whose  son  had  been 
injured  in  a  traffic  accident  the 
week  before.  The  man  expressed 
his  thanks  to  them  personally 
and  in  a  TV  interview. 

Teams  being  organized 

It  is  hoped  that  the  local 
churches  will  get  together  teams 
of  volunteers,  Don  Morgan,  di¬ 
saster  relief  coordinator,  said. 
Three  teams  are  being  organized 
by  the  United  Methodist  Disas¬ 
ter  Relief  Center  on  Sager-Brown 
Road  in  Baldwin  (formerly 
Sager-Brown  Center).  The  fol¬ 
lowing  dates  have  been  selected: 
Sept.24-Oct.  2;  Oct.  22-Oct.  29, 
and  Nov.  29-Dec.  5. 

Adults  who  want  to  become 
part  of  any  of  the  work  teams 
may  contact,  Sue  Pugh  (1-318- 
923-4339,  or  Rev.  James  Poole, 
Conference  VIM  coordinator. 

Water  and  supplies  have  been 
sent  from  Louisiana  to  the 
flooded  Midwest. 


Russian  and  Louisiana  church  members  share  faith 


The  Louisiana  delegation  at  St.  Basil's  in  Moscow. 
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Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  RIGHT,  and  Rev.  Bryan  Dauphin  with  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  children. 


Serving  the  “babushkas"  at  the  Russian  soup  kitchens. 

UMM  Units  Receive  Awards 


The  Russians  in  the  Ekaterinburg 
church  established  by  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  are  openly 
studying  the  Bible  and  taking  it  seri¬ 
ously,  a  Louisiana  Conference  dele¬ 
gation  found  when  they  visited 
there  recently.  Members  of  the 
church  established  by  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  are  involved  in 
assisting  children  in  an  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  hospital,  visiting  inmates  in  a 
prison  and  daily  feeding  hungry 
people. 

“The  church  operates  two  soup 
kitchens  and  we  helped  serve  while 
we  were  there,”  Rev.  Ellen  R.  Al¬ 
ston,  mission  trip  organizer  and  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  said.  “The  “babush¬ 
kas,”  the  older  widows  who  don’t 
have  much  to  live  on,  were  the  ones 
most  in  need  of  the  food.” 

Visited  prison 

She  said  the  delegation  from  Loui¬ 
siana  went  with  the  Russian  Method¬ 
ists  to  visit  the  maximum-security 
prison.  “There  is  a  little  chapel  there, 
with  murals  including  one  of  a  rain¬ 
bow  shining  through  prison  bars, 
painted  by  the  prisoners.  The  chapel 
area  is  set  aside  for  the  Methodist 
ministry  and  has  a  cross  and  a  flame 
on  the  wall.” 

The  prisoners  go  there  to  pray,  to 
talk  one-on-one  with  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  to  read  religious  materials 
they  provide. 

“When  we  were  there,  400  pris¬ 
oners  packed  into  an  auditorium 
for  a  service,"  Alston  said.  “The 
Ekaterinburg  Church  Choir  sang 
and  our  delegation  led  the  service. 
Thirty-six  prisoners  were  baptized.” 

Children's  hospital 

The  delegation  visited  children  in 
the  hospital.  “It  is  very  sad,  “  Alston 
said.  “There  is  such  a  lack  of  resources 
for  their  needs  and  many  of  them  have 
no  parents  there  with  them.” 

Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  director  of  edu¬ 
cational  and  worship  ministries  for 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  loved  the  Russian  peo¬ 
ple  she  met.  Like  others  on  the  trip, 
she  appreciates  the  inspiration  re¬ 
ceived  from  them. 

She  said,  “Before  we  left  we  knew 
we  would  be  involved  in  an  ex¬ 
change  of  cultures,  ideas  and  expe¬ 
riences  with  our  Russian  brothers 
and  sisters.  But  I  was  not  prepared 
for  how  richly  I  would  be  blessed  by 
them.  The  people  of  the  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  church  are  a  generous  people, 
giving  comes  much  more  readily  to 
them  than  receiving,  especially 
those  who  have  so  little. 

“They  think  collectively  rather 
than  individualistically,  conse¬ 
quently  operating  as  the  Body  of 
Christ  flows  from  them  with  au¬ 
thenticity  and  integrity.  They  are  a 
playful  people  who  value  family  re¬ 
lationships  and  delight  in  one  an¬ 
other’s  presence  with  an  abandoned 
naivete.” 

Akin  continued  “They  are  a  holy 


The  Music  Ministry  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC  in  Shreveport  will  spon¬ 
sor  its  first  annual  Church  Music 
Workshop  on  Friday,  Sept.  10,  5:30 
p.m.  to  Saturday,  Sept.  11,  at  3:30 
p.m.  Wayne  Millet,  director  of  mu¬ 
sic,  announces.  The  workshop  will 
consist  of  classes  in  rehearsal  tech¬ 
niques,  choral  conducting,  liturgical 
dance,  handbell  maintenance  and 
organization,  voice  and  more. 

Primary  clinician  will  be  Dr. 
John  Yarrington,  director  of  Music 
and  the  Arts  at  Pulaski  Heights 
UMC  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  is 
founding  director  of  Arkansas  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  Chorus  and  is  in¬ 
terim  music  director/conductor  of 
the  Arkansas  Symphony  Orchestra 
during  the  1993  season. 

Other  workshop  leaders  will  in¬ 
clude  Rosalie  Branigan,  director  of 
dance  ministry  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  and  of  Rejoice  Litur¬ 
gical  Dance  Choir,  Slidell,  liturgical 
dance,  and  Jim  Halberg  of  Pica¬ 
yune,  Miss.,  of  Schulmerich  Caril¬ 
lons  Inc.,  handbells.  Also 
participating  will  be  Rev.  William 
Peeples,  senior  minister;  Terry  Car- 


people  who  cherish  their  Christian 
heritage,  grieve  over  the  70-year 
loss  of  religious  freedom  and  boldly 
risk  putting  their  faith  into  action 
daily.  They  are  a  people  from  whom 
we  can  learn  much!" 

Before  they  left,  the  delegation 
from  Broadmoor,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  other  individuals  had  said 
there  would  be  a  sharing  during  the 
visit. 

Share  techniques 

The  main  goal  was  to  share  teach¬ 
ing  techniques  for  Vacation  Bible 
School  and  Sunday  School  and  to 
assist  the  primary  school  operated 
by  Ekaterinburg  Church  (see  Aug.  6 
issue  of  this  paper).  Impressive  was 
the  commitment  made  by  the 
adults,  youth  and  children  who  par¬ 
ticipated  by  being  present  Friday, 
Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday,  Al¬ 
ston  mentioned. 

The  Louisiana  group  was  flexible, 
adapting  their  teaching  plans  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  Ekaterinburg 
people. 

Members  of  the  Russian  church 
are  among  those  who  have  long  had 
their  religion.  They  are  not  the  athe¬ 
ists  Americans  once  thought  Rus¬ 
sians  to  be. 

Deep  traditions 

Alston  said,  “There  are  deep  tra¬ 
ditions  and  there  is  receptiveness  by 
the  people  in  Ekaterinburg  where 
the  traditions  of  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  have  been  a  part  of  the 
fabric  of  their  lives  for  centuries.” 

In  learning  the  Bible  stories,  Al¬ 
ston  said,  “the  people  don’t  need 
gimmicks  or  activities,  they  are  fo¬ 
cused  and  they  absorb  a  lot.  The 
teens  are  terribly  astute  as  far  as  Bi¬ 
ble  study.  If  they  have  studied  a  sec¬ 
tion  they  know  it  well.” 

Some  crafts  were  used  with  the 
children’s  groups  that  worked  with 
crayons  and  modeling  clay.  “They 
were  especially  interested  in  making 
book  marks  with  Bible  quotes  on 
them,"  Alston  mentioned. 

Akin,  who  was  among  leaders  of 
the  Sunday  service,  described  the 
worship  with  Lydia  Istomina’s 
church  as  “powerful.” 

Universal  language 

Rev.  Bryan  Dauphin,  associate 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  and  worship 
coordinator  for  the  trip,  said  “Our 
worship  together  seemed  to  have  a 
universal  ‘language’  of  worship  that 
came  shining  through  although  each 
group  was  using  its  own  language. 
For  instance,  their  choir  sang  in 
Russian  the  hymns  that  were  famil¬ 
iar  to  us.” 

Dauphin  also  mentioned  the 
phone  link-up  between  Broadmoor 
church  and  the  Ekaterinburg  church 
while  they  were  in  Russia. 

“We  were  all  saying  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  together,  each  in  his  own 
language.  This  gave  us  such  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  being  connected  to  each  oth- 


ter,  organist,  and  Millet. 

To  register  send  the  $25  fee  (in¬ 
cludes  lunch)  to:  Wayne  Millet, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  3715  Youree  Dr., 
Shreveport,  LA  71105.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call  (318)  861-0586. 

*  •  * 

New  officers  of  Lake  Charles 
District  UMM  were  elected  recent¬ 
ly.  According  to  the  newsletter, 
“Some  of  these  men  were  elected  at 
the  last  district  meeting.  Some  were 
appointed  by  the  new  president  and 
some  men  are  not  sure  how  they  got 
their  jobs.  The  common  thread 
through  all  is  a  devotion  to  Christ." 

Greg  Henry  is  president  and  serv¬ 
ing  with  him  are  Farliegh  Gray, 
Ralph  Mitchell,  Glen  Gay,  Rev. 
Mickey  Stringfield,  Lyle  Guth  and 
Jimmy  Bingham.  A  fall  retreat  will 
be  held  Oct.  15  and  16  in  Uski- 
chitto  Retreat  Center,  LeBlanc,  La., 
with  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington  as  lead¬ 
er.  Outgoing  president  is  Ken  Byer- 
ly,  who  received  a  big  “thank  you.” 

•  •  * 

The  VISION  2000  evangelistic 
teams  of  Belcher-Oil  City-Mooring- 
sport  Charge  where  Rev.  Jose  Gar- 


United  Methodist  Men  units  na¬ 
tionwide  have  been  challenged  by 
Stan  England,  national  president,  to 
support  the  programs  of  the  UMM 
including  the  scouting  ministry 
through  the  Evangelism  Mission 
Spiritual  Life  Program  (EMS). 


cia  is  pastor  has  developed  a 
program  that  is  beginning  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  continuing  through  De¬ 
cember.  The  aim  will  be  to  visit  as 
many  unchurched  families  as  possi¬ 
ble  during  the  three-month  period. 
Each  team  may  choose  the  best 
time  possible  for  the  visits.  The  en¬ 
tire  church  is  to  be  included  in  this 
evangelistic  thrust. 

*  *  * 

Construction  is  nearing  comple¬ 
tion  at  Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City 
where  Rev,  Jerry  Hilbun  is  pastor. 
Asbury  has  almost  doubled  in  size 
in  the  last  two  years! 

Being  built  are  40  new  parking 
spaces,  a  softball/hardball  field  and 
children’s  playground.  Danny  Martin 
did  the  engineering  and  drainage 
planning  for  the  project  as  a  volun- 
teer- 

During  the  summer  the  Work 
Area  on  Evangelism  at  First  UMC, 
Minden,  booked  for  two  consecu¬ 
tive  days  the  movie,  “Eye  of  the 
Storm”  produced  by  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham’s  World  Wide  Pictures. 

The  church's  pastor  is  Rev.  Mike 
McLaurin. 


It  is  designed  to  enable  UMM  to 
become  fully  self-supporting  and  it 
calls  for  each  man  to  make  an  annu¬ 
al  gift  of  $15  to  UMM.  This  would 
go  for  national,  jurisdictional,  con¬ 
ference  and  district  work  of  the  or¬ 
ganization. 

Gold,  bronze  and  silver  awards 
have  been  made  relating  to  the 
President's  Challenge.  A  number  of 
Louisiana  UMM  units  were  recipi¬ 
ents. 

District  silver  was  awarded  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  UMM  and 
the  North  Shore  District  UMM.  Lo¬ 
cal  gold  went  to  William  B.  Reily 
Memorial  University  UMM.  Baton 
Rouge. 

Receiving  local  silver  awards 
were  Evangeline  UMM  and  Jordan 
UMM,  both  of  Baton  Rouge;  First 
Church  UMM,  Denham  Springs; 
Asbury  UMM,  Lafayette  and  St. 
Francisville  UMM. 

Local  bronze  awards  went  to 
Francis  Asbury  UMM,  Baton 
Rouge;  St.  Timothy  UMM,  North 
Shore;  Peck  UMM  and  Trinity 
UMM,  both  of  New  Orleans,  and 
Pineville  UMM. 

United  Methodist  Men’s  Sunday 
will  be  observed  during  September 
in  local  churches. 


Wedding  Bells 

Rev.  Lance  Brown,  pastor  of 
Brooks  UMC,  and  Pat  Turner  were 
married  in  Detroit  on  July  31.  Offi¬ 
ciating  was  Bishop  A1  Norris. 


er. 

Around  the  Conference 
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Faith  forum 


Health  care,  Christians  and  'middle  axioms' 


What  might  Christians  contribute 
to  the  pending  public  debate  regard¬ 
ing  health  care? 

The  debate  poses  a  challenge  that 
goes  beyond  economics  and  politics. 

That  challenge:  How  will  we  col¬ 
lectively  make  tough  moral  and  eth¬ 
ical  choices  about  what  health  care 
services,  if  any,  will  be  provided  to 
Americans? 

Who  will  pay  for  such  services? 
Who  will  receive  them?  Who  will 
decide  how  limited  health  care  re¬ 
sources  will  be  allocated? 

As  an  example  of  how  complex 
such  issues  can  be,  consider  the  re¬ 
cent  surgery  to  separate  conjoined 
twins  Amy  and  Angela  Lakeberg, 
who  shared  a  single  malformed  heart. 

As  expected,  Amy  died  on  the  op¬ 
erating  table;  Angela  survived  and, 
at  press  time,  remained  in  critical 
condition.  Medical  costs  for  the 
Lakeberg  twins’  treatment  of  a  Phil¬ 
adelphia  hospital  top  $1  million.  A 
portion  of  the  cost  is  being  borne  by 
the  government  of  the  Lakebergs’ 
home  state,  Indiana. 

Should  a  national  health  care  sys¬ 
tem  provide  for  such  expensive, 
risky,  extraordinary  procedures?  If 
not,  how  does  one  explain  to  a 
mother  and  father  that  their  off¬ 
spring  are  expendable? 

An  often  overlooked  heritage  of 
Christian  social  ethics — notably  the 
work  of  such  ethicists  as  J.  H.  Old¬ 
ham  and  John  C.  Bennett — offers  a 
constructive  approach  to  such  ex¬ 
cruciating  moral  dilemmas:  the 
method  of  “middle  axioms.” 

Middle  axioms  are  temporary 
strategies  or  "next  steps”  that  link  a 
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common  goal — such  as  universally 
available  health  care — with  its  ap¬ 
plication  to  specific  circumstances. 

An  appealing  aspect  of  middle  ax¬ 
ioms  is  that  they  can  be  altered  as 
circumstances  change  without  sacri¬ 
ficing  either  goals  or  respect  for  the 
circumstances. 

Such  qualities  are  essential  as  we 
corporately  search  for  a  way  through 
the  morass  of  our  current  health  care 

system. 

United  Methodists  in  particular 
have  resources  that  contain  many 
middle  axioms  to  use  as  models  for 
connecting  our  faith’s  ideals  and 
goals  with  life’s  realities:  the  Book 
of  Discipline’s  Social  Principles  and 
the  Book  of  Resolutions.  Both  were 
most  recently  amended  in  1992  and 
will  be  subject  to  amendment  next 
in  1996. 

Adopted  by  the  church’s  highest 
decision-making  body,  the  General 
Conference,  these  resources  contain 
both  overall  goals  and  middle  axi¬ 
oms  related  to  many  topics — health 
care  among  them — that  can  aid  fu¬ 
ture  decisions. 

We  encourage  you  and  your  con¬ 
gregation  to  use  the  Social  Principles, 
Book  of  Resolutions  and  similar  re¬ 
sources  to  prepare  for  and  participate 
in  the  health  care  debate. 

Learn  how  to  devise  and  apply 
middle  axioms  regarding  health  care 
through  Sunday  school  and  other  dis¬ 
cussion  settings.  Share  your  work 
with  your  elected  officials  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  government. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

America's  impending  tough  moral  and  ethical  choices  about  health 
care  can  be  aided  by  a  helpful  tool  from  our  heritage  of  Christian 
social  ethics:  the  method  of  finding  temporary  "next  steps"  known 
as  "middle  axioms"  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Why  hail  GE's  'redemption'  when  nukes  are 


I  have  been  astonished  to  read  the 
reports  of  the  corporate  “redemption” 
of  General  Electric  since  the  sale  of  its 
aerospace  division  to  Martin  Marietta 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  1 3). 

Why  are  we  celebrating?  Not  one 
shred  of  evidence  has  been  present¬ 
ed  to  indicate  that  the  sale  was 
based  on  ethical  or  moral  grounds. 
Specifically,  nothing  has  been 
shown  to  indicate  that  GE  sold  off 
the  division  because  of  protests  by 
the  church  and  others  over  GE’s 
production  of  nuclear  weapons. 

This  nuclear  weapons  production 
capability  has  not  been  shut  down 
or  dismantled;  it  has  merely  been 
transferred  to  another  owner.  My 
understanding  of  the  sale  was  that  it 
was  strictly  a  business  decision  in 
line  with  GE’s  long-term  strategic 
goals  of  only  retaining  product  lines 
that  are  industry  leaders  in  market 
share  and  profits.  If  its  aerospace 
division  had  continued  to  project 
high  profits,  GE  would  have  re¬ 
tained  it. 

Nothing  has  really  changed,  al- 


I  was  moved  to  tears 

A  picture  is  indeed  worth  a  thou¬ 
sand  words! 

I  was  moved  to  tears  by  the 
touching  picture  of  the  Russian  boy 
praying  by  photographer  Mike  Cle¬ 
ments  (see  accompanying  photo  at 
right)  which  appeared  in  the  Aug. 
13  issue. 

I,  like  thousands  of  Americans, 
grew  up  mistrusting  the  Russian 
government  and  its  people.  It  has 
been  difficult  for  me  to  empathize 
with  those  same  people  during  this 
time  of  change  and  crisis.  Mr.  Cle¬ 
ments’  photo  changed  that  and 
forced  me  to  see  these  people  in  a 
different  light. 

Keep  up  the  good  work,  Mr.  Cle¬ 
ments  and  the  Reporter! 

Bob  Brown 
Denison,  Texas 


though  some  of  us  may  be  happy 
because  our  nation’s  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  will  have  a  different  logo  on  the 
manufacturer’s  data  plate  than  what 
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This  photo  of  a  Russian  boy  pray¬ 
ing  moved  a  reader  to  re-think 
past  stereotypes  of  Russians. 


is  on  the  light  bulbs  or  refrigerators 
in  our  homes. 

Will  Martin  Marietta  now  be  the 
subject  of  protest  and  stock  boycott 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


because  of  their  newly  acquired  nu¬ 
clear  production  facilities?  Or  will 
the  issue  simply  fade  into  obscurity 
because: 

A)  The  Martin  Marietta  corpo¬ 
rate  name  has  less  household  recog¬ 
nition,  or 

B)  Our  pension  fund  is  not  signif¬ 
icantly  invested  in  Martin  Marietta 
stock? 

Gilbert  Burket 
Plano,  Texas 

Fill  with  children 

We  can  solve  our  problem  of  de¬ 
clining  membership — just  fill  our 
churches  with  children  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  13).  Children  give  us  future 
members. 

Donald  R.  Christman,  Sr. 

Roan  Mountain,  Tennessee 


Button  points  the  way  to  God's  plan 


“God  has  a  plan  for  you.” 

So  said  the  red  letters  on  the 
bright,  shiny  gold  button  I  received 
at  the  recent  United  Methodist  Na¬ 
tional  Youth  Ministry  convocation 
in  Rochester,  N.Y. 

I  read  the  words  aloud,  shook  my 
head  and  picked  up  the  button. 
Then  I  flipped  it  into  the  black  hole 
of  my  purse. 

“Yeah,  right!”  I  said. 

Little  did  1  know  that  the  words 
from  this  “mission  button”  would 
come  back  to  me  two  weeks  later 
and  hundreds  of  miles  away  as  I 
watched  United  Methodists  helping 
Midwest  flood  victims  (see  related 
stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Most  hotels  in  Iowa  were  booked 
solid.  Between  the  state  fair  and 
housing  for  flood  victims,  nothing 
was  available. 

Suddenly  I  remembered  having 
met  United  Methodist  laywoman 
Dorothy  Byers  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  I 
had  taken  a  picture  of  her  and  some 
young  people  working  at  a  Roches¬ 
ter  emergency  food  warehouse  as 
part  of  the  youth  convocation  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  20). 


Faithfully  yours 


Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  is  Associate 
Editor  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


Although  she’s  on  the  far  side  of 
70  years,  Dorothy  is  a  real  “go  get¬ 
ter.”  I  figured  she  could  find  me  a 
place  to  stay. 

When  I  called  Dorothy,  I  learned 
that  she  runs  a  “bed  and  breakfast” 
in  her  Victorian-style  home  in 
flood-stricken  Ottumwa. 

“1  insist  that  you  stay  with  me,” 
she  said. 

Though  I  arrived  at  Dorothy’s 
house  late  at  night,  she  greeted  me 
with  open  arms. 

“I’ve  pulled  out  all  the  newspaper 
stories  since  the  flood  to  help  you 
with  your  stories.”  she  said. 


“And  some  of  our  members  will  be 
by  after  church  to  show  you  photos 
and  tell  you  what  happened.  Whatev¬ 
er  you  need,  just  let  us  know.” 

Patting  her  little  apricot  poodle, 
Chris,  who  had  jumped  into  my  lap, 
I  told  Dorothy  I  still  couldn’t  be¬ 
lieve  that  I  was  back  in  Iowa  after 
leaving  a  college  there  20  years  ago. 
And  I  really  could  not  believe  that  I 
had  met  her  only  two  weeks  ago  yet 
ended  up  in  her  home. 

“You  were  meant  to  meet  me,  to 
come  to  Ottumwa,  to  stay  with  us 
and  to  tell  the  story  of  our  flood,” 
she  insisted. 

“Remember,  God  has  a  plan  for 
you.” 

Later,  in  my  room,  I  dumped  the 
contents  of  my  purse,  searching  for 
my  red  and  gold  button.  It  was 
stained  with  lipstick  and  ink,  but 
the  words  were  clearly  visible.  And 
I  thanked  the  Lord  for  women  like 
Dorothy,  reminding  others  of  their 
purpose  in  life. 

“God  has  a  plan  for  you.” 

And  you. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


We  should  go  forward 

The  Reporter  has  published  let¬ 
ters  recently  saying  that  people 
wouldn’t  be  leaving  The  United 
Methodist  Church  if  only  we  would 
“go  back  . . .’’ 

I  believe  just  the  opposite,  I  think 
we  should  go  forward.  There  are  in¬ 
numerable  United  Methodists  who 
have  left  their  church  because  it  has 
not  kept  up  with  the  changes  in  the 
world.  For  us  to  continue  to  insist 
that  Christianity  is  the  only  true  re¬ 
ligion,  that  Jesus  is  the  only  way  to 
God,  ours  is  the  only  acceptable 
and  “holy”  scripture,  may  very  well 
be  false  teaching. 

How  many  people  like  me  are 
there  who  love  God  and  have  a 
need  to  worship  with  those  who  are 
receptive  to  the  beliefs  of  others? 
We  like  being  United  Methodists 
but  some  of  us  are  leaving  our  local 
churches  because  we  are  no  longer 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  God  is  not  a  God  of  disor¬ 
der  but  of  peace.” 
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Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  133:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept  5 
Sunday:  Psalms  149:1-4 
Monday:  Psalms  149:5-9 
Tuesday:  Exodus  12:1-4 
Wednesday:  Romans  13:8-10 
Thursday:  Romans  13:11-14 
Friday:  Matthew  18:15-17 
Saturday:  Matthew  18:18-20 
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Our  vision  of  ministry 
must  reflect  Jesus'  work 


Editor’s  note:  The  following  is 
excerpted  with  permission  from  a 
letter  sent  to  United  Methodist 
pastors  by  a  district  superintendent 
following  1993  appointments. 

By  JAMES  R.  MAXFIELD 

From  all  the  reading  that  1  have 
been  able  to  do  in  the  area  of  lead¬ 
ership  over  the  last  year,  1  am 
picking  up  the  strong  belief  that 
leadership  must  be  visionary. 

Unless  you  as  a  pastor  have  a 
dream/vision  for  the  church  you 
serve  and  can  clearly  communi¬ 
cate  that  to  the  people,  the  church 
is  not  likely  to  have  a  dream/vi¬ 
sion  for  itself. 

What  would  you  like  for  the  min¬ 
istry  of  your  congregation  to  be  a 
year  from  now,  two  years  from 
now?  What  might  the  specific  de¬ 
tails  of  such  a  dream/vision  be? 

Jesus  had  a  dream/vision  for  His 
work  and  ministry.  That  dream/vi¬ 
sion  He  expressed  in  the  phrase, 
“the  kingdom  of  God.”  You  will  re¬ 
member  that  He  said  that  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  is  something  that  is  in 
part  already  reality  and  it  has  a 
strong  ‘yet  to  be’  ingredient. 

Contained  within  the  Good 
News  He  came  to  preach  were  the 

The  work  of  Jesus  will 
not  end  until  God's 
kingdom  is  a  reality  for 
everyone. 


My  Witness 

V  The  Rev.  James  R. 
HI  )■  Maxfield  is  superin- 

K T#-?  *  V  tendent  of  the  St. 

..  M  Petersburg  District 
the  Florida  An - 
1  nual  Conference. 

ingredients  of  the  kingdom  as  it 
was  and  as  it  is  to  become.  The 
kingdom  is  the  embodiment  of  the 
Gospel  He  preached. 

The  work  of  Jesus  will  not  end 
until  the  kingdom  is  a  reality  for 
everyone.  Our  dream/vision  must 
reflect  the  nature  of  that  kingdom 
as  Jesus  dreamed/visioned  it  to  be. 
Over  and  over  again  He  said, 
“The  kingdom  of  God  (Heaven)  is 
like . . 

May  you  reach  some  part  or  all 
of  your  dream/vision  for  ministry. 
May  you  find  support,  under¬ 
standing  and  trust  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  whom  you  work.  May 
those  who  criticize  do  so  in  love 
and  in  a  constructive  way. 

May  there  be  many  new  conver¬ 
sions,  many  rededications,  increased 
attendance  and  involvement.  May 
the  finances  be  such  that  a  full  minis¬ 
try  can  be  supported  both  locally  and 
that  church’s  portion  of  a  world-wide 
ministry.  May  all  of  the  rich  rewards 
of  ministry  be  yours.  And  may  you 
have  fun  and  enjoy  your  work. 


still  built? 

comfortable  singing  hymns,  reciting 
parts  of  the  worship  service  and  lis¬ 
tening  to  sermons  that  are  the  oppo¬ 
site  of  what  we  believe  is  the  will  of 
God. 

Isn’t  it  time  for  there  to  be  a  dis¬ 
cussion  on  this  important  issue? 

Margaret  Sturtevant 
Hughson,  California 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor/'  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“A  domesticated  God  who  is  like 
us  without  also  standing  in  contrast 
to  our  unloving  and  unjust  ways  is 
surely  an  idol.” 

— Worship  expert  Ruth  C.  Duck 
writing  in  “Christian  Century.” 

*  *  * 

“What  is  in  our  hands  is  the 
chance  to  respond  to  God’s  call  to 
put  our  skills  and  our  wills  to  the 
tasks  of  discerning  the  opportunity 
points,  the  places  and  times  for 
change,  and  to  add  our  gifts  to 
God’s  church  in  this  time  of 
change.” 

— C.  David  Lundquist,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries. 


Plan  now  to  enroll  in 

Disciple 


Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study 


specifically  designed  to  develop  strong 
Christian  leaders  through  regular  in- 
depth  study  of  Scripture. 

In  Disciple:  Becoming  Disciples 
Through  Bible  Study,  participants 
gain  an  overview  of  the  Bible  that  will 
launch  them  into  lifelong  study  of 
God's  Word. 

New  second  edition  resources 
feature  revised  study  manuals  and 
teaching  helps  as  well  as  ten 
completely  new  video  presentations. 

To  register  for  a  training  seminar,  or 
for  more  information,  call  1-800-672- 
1789  or  write:  Cokesbury  Seminars 
Attention:  Wini  Grizzle.  P.O.  Box  801. 
Nashville.  TN  37202-0801. 


September  7-9 . Denver,  CO 

September  16-18 . Lubbock.  TX 

September  23-25 . Atlanta.  GA 

September  27-29 . Cherry  Hill,  NJ 

(Korean) 

October  11-13 . Bozeman,  MT 

October  19-21 . -Binghamton,  NY 

Plan  now  for  1994! 

January  6-8 . Macon,  GA 

January  13-15 . Madison,  WI 

February  10-12 . '. . Jackson,  TN 

March  17-19 . Bedford,  NH 

March  17-19 . Raleigh,  NC 

April  14-16 . Springfield,  IL 

June  23-25 . Pittsburgh,  PA 

June  23-25 . Albuquerque,  NM 

July  7-9 . Atlanta,  GA 

(English  &  Korean) 

July  21-23 . Spokane,  WA 

July  28-30 . Little  Rock,  AR 


©  Cokesbury 
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INTERIM  RELIEF  HEAD:  The  Rev  r. 

Lawrence  Turnipseed,  a  specialist  in  Southern 
Asian  affairs,  has  been  appointed  to  direct  the 
international  relief  unit  of  the  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  until 
1995.  As  head  of  Church  World  Service  and 
Witness  he  will  complete  the  term  of  Dr.  Lani  J. 
Havens,  who  leaves  the  post  Sept.  15.  Dr.  Tur¬ 
nipseed  was  a  staff  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  and  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Hong  Kong. 


MONITORING  IS  A  MUST:  a  12-per¬ 
son  group  of  church  leaders,  including  a  United 
Methodist  bishop,  recently 
recommended  that  moni¬ 
tors  representing  world¬ 
wide  denominations 
continue  their  presence  in 
South  Africa  until  after  na¬ 
tional  elections  there  in 
1994.  Traveling  in  South 
Africa  this  summer  with  the 
Susan  Morrison  Eminent  Persons  Group  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison  (Philadelphia  Area) 
said  violence  is  becoming  a  way  of  life  for  many 
South  Africans,  especially  youths. 


RUSSIANS  BACK  DOWN:  The  Associ¬ 
ated  Press  reported  from  Moscow  Aug.  27  that 
the  Russian  Parliament  has  backed  down  from 
efforts  to  restrict  activities  of  foreign  missionar¬ 
ies.  Russia’s  freedom  of  religion  law  continues 
to  give  favored  status  to  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church.  But,  at  the  request  of  President  Boris 
Yeltsin,  it  does  not  require  foreign  religious 
groups  to  affiliate  with  Russian  churches  or  ob¬ 
tain  state  accreditation. 

FLOODING  IN  NEPAL:  At  least  859 

persons  have  been  reported  dead  following 
flooding  in  Nepal  that  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
worst  natural  disasters  in  that  country.  Twelve 
bridges  have  been  washed  out.  In  Katmandu, 
roads  have  been  closed,  making  all  oil  products 
unavailable  and  delivery  of  medical  supplies  to 
outlying  hospitals  impossible.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  responded 
with  a  grant  to  the  United  Mission  to  Nepal.  Fi¬ 
nancial  gifts  for  this  effort  can  be  made  to  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  982450-8,  earmarked  for  Nepal 
Disaster. 

SUPPLIES  TO  WEST  AFRICA:  Two 

African  United  Methodist  bishops  have  asked 
the  churches  in  America  for  help  with  replacing 
clergy  supplies  looted  or  destroyed  during  the 
civil  conflicts  in  West  Africa.  Bishop  Arthur  Ku- 
lah  of  Liberia  and  Bishop  J.C.  Humper  of  Sierra 
Leone  said  ministers  are  in  need  of  summer- 
weight  suits  (sizes  36  small  to  44  regular),  clergy 
suits  and  clergy  vestments,  especially  robes. 
They  said  African  pastors  also  need  reference 
books,  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  and  the  Book  of  Worship,  among  others. 
Coordinating  the  effort  will  be  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Wagner,  P.O.  Box  277,  Colfax,  Ind.,  46035. 

CHERNOBYL  AID:  The  U.S.  Agency  for 
International  Development  (AID)  has  awarded 
a  $575,000  grant  to  the  Christian  Children’s 
Fund  to  provide  health  care  to  children  affected 
by  the  1986  accident  at  the  Chernobyl  nuclear 
plant.  The  grant  will  be  used  to  care  for  children 
18  and  under  suffering  from  radiation-related 
diseases  in  Belarus,  the  now  independent  repub¬ 
lic  that  was  once  a  part  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Al¬ 
though  Chernobyl,  site  of  the  worst  nuclear 
accident  ever,  is  in  the  Ukraine,  approximately 
70  percent  of  the  radioactive  contamination 
from  the  reactor  explosion  occurred  in  Belarus. 


AFRICA'S  HOPE:  Delegates  to  a  recent 
five-day  symposium  in  Nyeri,  Kenya,  conclud¬ 
ed  that  the  church  is  Africa’s  only  hope  now 
that  many  of  its  political  leaders  have  failed. 
More  than  60  delegates,  drawn  mainly  from  the 
church  and  academic  communities  of  eastern 
and  southern  Africa,  addressed  the  theme,  “The 
Rolee  of  Religious  Leaders  in  Peace  Making 
and  Social  Change  in  Africa." 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVAU 


BIG  LAKE,  Mo.— Lucille  Wei- 
berg  strips  her  lakeside  home 
of  insulation  soaked  from  flood 
waters  stemming  from  the  Mis¬ 
souri  River.  A  top  priority  for 
United  Methodist  mission 
teams  will  be  cleaning  flooded 
Midwest  homes  before  the 
cold  weather  begins. 


Missouri  UMs  dispense 
tide  of  aid  to  the  flooded 


All  stories  on  this  page 
By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Editor's  Note:  The  Reporter  recently  sent  Ms.  Sto¬ 
vall  to  show  and  tell  how  United  Methodists  are 
helping  others  and  themselves  recover  from  this 
summer's  Midwest  flooding.  She  visited  three  of 
the  church's  regional  annual  conferences:  Iowa, 
Central  Illinois  and  Missouri  West. 


You  couldn’t  pay  to  get  a  park¬ 
ing  space  in  the  back  lot  at 
Mound  City  (Mo.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

It’s  high  noon,  and  people 
have  crammed  the  back  door  to 
get  a  hot  lunch  of  homecooked 
spaghetti,  fresh  watermelon  and 
chewy  fudge  brownies. 

The  food  is  purchased  with 
United  Methodist  emergency 
funds  and  gifts  from  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army. 

Other  churches  in  the  area 
have  pitched  in  to  send  volun¬ 
teers  to  cook  and  serve  the  food. 

A  wide  range  of  ministries  to 
flood  victims  is  based  from  this 
church. 

Besides  lunch  and  dinner,  peo¬ 
ple  receive  personal  hygiene 
products  and  boxed  food. 

Cleaning  supplies  donated 
from  the  Salvation  Army  and 
United  Methodists  are  stacked  in 
one  comer. 

Written  materials  from  the 
Red  Cross  and  the  Federal  Emer¬ 
gency  Management  Agency,  in¬ 
cluding  children’s  coloring  books 
and  relief  assistance  applications, 
are  stacked  on  tables. 

1,200  without  homes 

In  the  Mound  City  area,  40 
miles  south  of  the  Iowa/Missouri 
border,  some  1,200  people  were 
displaced  by  the  flood.  The  coun¬ 
ty  had  230,000  acres  of  farm 
land;  63,000  acres  were  under 
water  in  July. 

Today,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Bray, 
pastor  of  the  Mound  City  and 
Fortescue  United  Methodist 
Churches,  says  “goodbye”  to  the 
lunch  bunch  and  heads  over  to 
the  nearby  hamlets  of  Craig,  Big 
Lake,  and  Fortescue. 

Trailing  behind  in  a  truck  is 
United  Methodist  layman  Paul 
Pierce  of  Gallatin,  Mo. 

Mr.  Pierce,  who  became  unem¬ 
ployed  when  the  flood  wiped  out 
his  boss’s  business,  is  coordinating 
work  teams  from  the  Washington, 


ington.  D  C.,  area  that  are 
working  on  churches,  homes  and 
trailers. 

Today  the  team  is  doing  “mud 
out”  at  the  Big  Lake  home  of 
Charles  Degginger. 

Yards  upon  yards  of  algae- 
caked,  pink  insulation  are  pulled 
from  Mr.  Degginger’s  trailer 
home.  With  the  exception  of  the 
bathtub  and  toilet,  the  home  is 
stripped  to  the  wall  and  ceiling 
beams.  Everything  is  in  his  yard — 
including  the  kitchen  sink. 

“I’m  glad  these  folks  have 
come  all  the  way  from  Washing¬ 
ton  to  help  me  clean  up,  'cause  I 
can’t  do  it  by  myself,”  said  Mr. 
Degginger.  “I  had  a  heart  attack 
in  June,  right  before  this  flood, 
and  I  can’t  afford  to  live  any¬ 
where  else. 

“I  suppose  I’m  one  of  the  lucky 
ones,  ’cause  they  say  my  trailer 
can  be  saved.  Most  of  these  can’t. 

“You  see  those  folks  down 
there?  Last  night  the  people  who 
own  the  place  just  came  around 
and  set  a  torch  to  their  [flooded] 
home  and  cried  while  they  watched 
it  bum.” 

Five  feet  of  water 

About  five  miles  away  from 
the  Big  Lake  area  sits  Fortes¬ 
cue — population  65.  Nearly  ev¬ 
eryone  and  everything  here  was 
flooded.  The  nearly  100-year-old 
Fortescue  United  Methodist 
Church  had  five  feet  of  water  in 
the  basement  fellowship  hall. 

Up  the  road  from  the  church. 


in  the  middle  of  some  40  acres  of 
flood  waters  that  used  to  be 
crops,  sits  the  home  of  Beulah 
Hinkle,  administrative  chairper¬ 
son  for  the  Fortescue  church. 

The  sour  smell  of  wet  pile  car¬ 
pet  hits  you  in  the  face  the  min¬ 
ute  you  open  the  screen  door.  On 
the  bumpy  floor  in  the  living 
room  are  a  soaked  family  photo 
album  and  a  crumpled  box  of 
Christmas  decorations  for  the 
church. 

Refused  to  leave 

In  the  bedroom  nothing  re¬ 
mains  except  a  pink  quilted  bath¬ 
robe  hemmed  with  circles  of 
mold. 

"On  July  5,  when  the  levee 
broke  and  the  flood  waters  came, 
we  tried  to  get  Mrs.  Hinkle  to 
leave,  but  she  would  not  go,” 
said  Mr.  Bray.  “She’s  over  60 
years  old  and  said,  T’m  not  leav¬ 
ing.  Where  would  I  go?’  Her  hus¬ 
band  left  her  this  nice  house  and 
all  these  acres  of  land. 

“But  on  July  6,  at  2:30  a.m., 
her  son  got  a  phone  call.  She 
said,  ‘The  waters  are  surrounding 
me.  1  give  up.  Come  get  me.’  ” 

Mr.  Bray  said  since  that  day  in 
July,  Mrs.  Hinkle  has  stayed  in  a 
senior  adult  home  in  another  town. 

“She  can’t  bear  to  come  back 
and  see  her  home  like  this,”  he 
said,  “So  she  says  she  will  move 
away.  Mrs.  Hinkle  is  one  of  my 
best  members,  and  I’m  afraid  I 
may  lose  her.” 


Iowa  church  members  endure  mud \  mold  and  mildew 


Dorothy  Thorpe  of  Eddyville, 
Iowa,  was  wringing  her  hands  as 
she  watched  boys  from  the  Fu¬ 
ture  Farmers  of  America  in  Ohio 
haul  her  bedroom  dresser  out  the 
side  door,  load  it  onto  a  truck 
and  drive  it  away. 

They  were  taking  it  to  a  refuse 
heap  just  up  the  street,  probably 
to  be  burned  with  other  water¬ 
logged  furniture  destroyed  by  the 
flood. 

The  Rev.  Gary  McDonough  of 
Eddyville  United  Methodist 
Church  Worries  about  Mrs. 
Thorpe  and  stops  by  regularly  to 
see  how  she  is  doing. 

On  this  day  he  simply  listens 
as  the  thin  senior  adult  describes 
how  she’s  struggling  to  remove 
huge  patches  of  mold  and  mil¬ 
dew  from  her  walls  with  a  spray 
can  of  bleach. 

Besides  flood  cleanup,  Mrs. 
Thorpe  must  care  for  her  hus¬ 
band,  Doug,  who  has  a  respira¬ 
tory  problem.  Under  doctors’ 
orders,  he  cannot  re-enter  the 
house  until  all  the  mold  has  been 
removed.  Thus  Mrs.  Thorpe  di¬ 
vides  her  time  between  caring  for 
her  husband  in  a  cramped  apart¬ 
ment  and  cleaning  her  river- 


soaked  house  across  the  street. 

Officials  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Iowa  Annual  Conference 
say  the  Thorpes  are  among  some 
280  families  in  the  church’s  Ot¬ 
tumwa  District  who  suffered  ma¬ 
jor  damage  to  their  homes  from 
the  floods.  (Ottumwa  is  a  Native 
American  name  that  means 
“tumbling  waters.  ’) 

Some  300  housing  units  in  the 
district  were  destroyed;  another 
400  sustained  minor  damage. 

In  the  eight  districts  within  the 
entire  conference,  which  covers 
all  of  Iowa,  some  1 5,065  houses, 
apartments  and/or  mobile  homes 
were  damaged  or  destroyed. 

Mrs.  Thorpe  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  first  few  weeks  after  the 
flood  were  very  difficult  because 
her  clothes  had  been  taken  to  six 
places. 

“Eve  always  been  so  clean,  and 
now  I  can’t  put  my  hands  on 
clean  clothes  when  I  need  them,” 
she  said,  brushing  the  sides  of  her 
dusty  jeans. 

“The  church  has  been  very 
helpful.  They  had  cleaning  sup¬ 
plies  and  other  things  for  the 
flood  victims.  At  first,  I  wouldn’t 
take  them.  I  knew  those  things 


were  given  to  mission  for  the 
needy.  I  never  thought  the  needy 
was  me.” 

Despite  the  damage  to  her 
home,  Mrs.  Thorpe  says  she  has 
stayed  in  good  spirits. 

“It’s  the  Lord  that  keeps  me 
going,”  she  says  with  a  forced 
smile. 

“I’ve  always  said  to  take  one 
day  at  a  time,  and  the  Lord  will 
give  you  strength  for  that  day. 

“We  have  been  so  blessed,  first 
by  the  local  townspeople  saving 
our  town,  then  from  the  support 
from  other  people  across  the 
country. 

“And  then,  by  the  people  who 
cannot  come  here  to  Eddyville 
and  give  physical  help  but  who 
help  through  their  prayers.” 
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OTTUMWA,  Iowa — Lonnie  Simoneaux,  Louisiana  field  supervi¬ 
sor  for  volunteers  in  mission  teams,  checks  a  utility  room  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ottumwa,  that  will  be  converted  into 
an  emergency  shower  for  flood  victims.  Mr.  Simoneaux  and  nine 
other  staff  from  the  church's  Sager  Brown  Community  Center  in 
Baldwin,  La.,  came  to  Iowa  in  appreciation  for  Iowa  United 
Methodists  concern  during  last  year's  Hurricane  Andrew. 


uum'P 


'Frontier'  clergywomen  comfort  washed-out  victims  of  Big  River 
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NIOTA,  III. — Marlene  Cummins,  disaster  relief  coordinator  for  the 
Central  Illinois  Conference,  talks  to  Kevin  Simmons  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  town  of  Niota,  as  he  takes  a  break  from  repairing  a 
flooded  house.  The  conference  supports  such  Niota  ministries  as  a 
feeding  station  and  mission  teams. 


As  we  rode  along  the  Illinois  side 
of  “Big  River,”  the  towns  seemed 
so  peaceful  and  calm. 

Who  would  imagine  that  the 
mighty  Mississippi  would  flood  the 
people  that  loved  it  so  dearly,  asked 
Marlene  Cummins,  associate  coun¬ 
cil  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Central  Illinois  Conference. 

Ms.  Cummins  and  Bettie  Story, 
editor  of  the  Central  Illinois  edition 
of  the  Reporter,  remarked  how 


most  United  Methodist  churches  in 
this  area  have  women  pastors. 

“These  churches  are  two-  and 
three-point  charges  that  many  cler¬ 
gy  did  not  want,  but  the  women 
said,  ‘You  can  send  me,’  ”  said  Ms. 
Story. 

“Now  that  these  towns  have 
flooded,  the  women  have  taken 
charge  and  forged  new  ministries 
along  the  river.  They  are  doing 
United  Methodists  proud.” 

The  two  Central  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence  staff  members  and  this  visiting 
journalist  found  the  following 
“frontier”  clergywomen  working 
beyond  the  call  of  duty: 

■  The  Rev.  Joanne  “Pep”  Cooke, 
pastor  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Warsaw,  has  rallied  the 
local  ministerial  council  into  devel¬ 
oping  comprehensive  flood  minis¬ 
tries. 

She  also  has  contacted  churches 
throughout  Illinois  and  Indiana  ask¬ 
ing  for  help  and  now  lists  20 
churches  which  quickly  answered 
her  call.  Many  have  prepared 


mouth-watering  pots  of  hot  food  to 
be  served  to  flood  victims  at  the 
Warsaw  Assemblies  of  God  Church. 

“I  can  tell  you,  the  connectional 
system  works,”  said  Dr.  Cooke. 
“We  would  be  dead  without  the 
connectional  system.” 

■  The  Rev.  Marian  Stone,  pastor 
for  only  three  months  of  the  flooded 
Carman  United  Methodist  Church, 
has  responded  to  flood  victims  with 
love  and  concern. 

“What  have  I  had  to  do  the  most? 
A  lot  more  listening,  a  lot  more 
hugs,  and  a  lot  more  counseling. 
Sometimes  it’s  sitting  here  in  the 
community  center  teaching  kids 
how  to  play  cards — yes,  cards — be-, 
cause  their  mommy  has  fainted  af¬ 
ter  finding  out  that  the  family  has 
lost  everything. 

“Hey,  I’ve  done  stranger  things  in 
my  ministry.” 

■  The  Rev.  Donna  Harris  is  a 
Presbyterian  minister  and  pastor  of 
the  Colusa  and  Appanoose  United 
Churches  in  Niota,  Ill.,  where  the 
entire  town  was  evacuated  July  10. 


Ms.  Harris  was  recently  recog¬ 
nized  by  President  Bill  Clinton  and 
Illinois  Gov.  Jim  Edgar  for  her 
work  with  flood  victims  in  Appan¬ 
oose  Township. 

"This  town  looks  like  a  nuclear 
disaster,”  says  Ms.  Harris  in  be¬ 
tween  signing  passes  for  inspectors 
to  check  houses,  directing  relief 
shipments  to  the  church  basement 
and  speaking  to  the  “cookie  bri¬ 
gade”  of  United  Methodist  Women 
from  Nauvoo  about  10  miles  away. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

CONSULTANT  NAMED:  a  United 

Methodist  study  panel  on  “Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  into  the  21st  Century”  has  named 
a  professor  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington  as  a  consultant.  He  is  the  Rev. 
James  Shopshire.  professor  of  sociology  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  school’s  Wesley  Institute  of  Urban 
Ministry.  Dr.  Shopshire,  50,  is  a  clergy  member 
of  the  denomination’s  Iowa  Annual  (regional) 
conference  and  has  written  widely  on  urban 
ministry  and  the  black  church  for  scholarly 
journals. 

'ARE  WE  YET  ALIVE?'  And  Are  We 

Yet  Alive?  ”  the  hymn  that  traditionally  opens 
United  Methodism’s  annual  conferences,  took 
on  new  meaning  in  war-ravaged  Liberia  when 
the  church’s  Liberia  Central  Conference  met  re¬ 
cently  in  Monrovia,  according  to  a  bishop  from 
the  United  States  who  attended.  Bishop  Robert 
C.  Morgan  of  Louisville,  Ky„  said  conference 
participants  sometimes  paused  to  welcome  sur¬ 
vivors  of  three  years  of  warfare.  Newcomers 
were  paraded  about  on  the  shoulders  of  others 
as  participants  in  the  conference  sang  joyfully. 
This  was  the  first  conference  the  church  has 
been  able  to  have  during  the  country’s  civil  war. 

GATHERING  SAYS  'YES':  An  unusual 

multiracial,  multicultural  assemblage  of  young¬ 
sters  and  adults  descended  recently  on  United 
Methodist  Camp  Sumatanga’s  1,600-acre  site 
60  miles  northeast  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 
“YES — Youth  Empowerment  Strategies” 
brought  50  teams  of  four  young  people  and  one 
adult  from  across  the  nation.  Planned  by  the 
church’s  domestic  mission  arm,  YES  was  in¬ 
tended  to  help  youth  develop  the  skills  and  con¬ 
fidence  to  “make  a  difference”  in  their  own — 
mostly  urban — neighborhoods. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UM  pastor  heads  ecumenical  mission  group 
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The  Rev.  David  Tyler  Scoates  will  head  Churches  United  in 
Global  Mission,  an  independent  ecumenical  group  brought  to¬ 
gether  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller. 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

Editor-at-Large 

Does  Christianity  need  yet  an¬ 
other  ecumenical  mission  organi¬ 
zation? 

The  Rev.  David  Tyler  Scoates 
believes  it  does. 

As  a  result,  the  58-year-old  se¬ 
nior  minister  of  the  3,000-mem¬ 
ber  Hennepin  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minneapo¬ 
lis  is  leaving  after  nearly  10  years 
in  September  to  become  the  first 
chief  executive  of  the  newest  kid 
on  the  ecumenical  block: 
Churches  United  in  Global  Mis¬ 
sion  (see  related  story  below). 

'There's  so  much  work' 

“There’s  so  much  work  to  be 
done.  If  we  can  do  more,  why 
not?”  Dr.  Scoates  recently  said  to 


What  is  Churches  United  in 
Global  Mission? 

According  to  the  Rev.  David 
Scoates,  the  organization’s  re¬ 
cently  named  first  executive  di¬ 
rector,  it: 

■  Includes  some  200  pastors 
from  14  denominations  and 
church  bodies.  “We’re  a  grass¬ 
roots  organization  of  pastors; 
there  are  no  institutional  execu¬ 
tives  or  bishops  in  our  member¬ 
ship,  for  example.” 

■  Has  a  membership  of  mostly 
white  males,  but  women  pastors 
and  ethnic  minorities  are  also  in¬ 
volved. 

■  is  funded  by  dues  of  $  1 ,000 
per  year  from  member-pastors’ 


the  Reporter. 

He  said  that  Churches  United 
was  formed  following  an  early 
1991  meeting  in  Garden  Grove, 
Calif.,  of  pastors  of  large  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  from  across  the 
country. 

The  meeting  was  convened  by 
the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller,  senior 
pastor  of  the  Crystal  Cathedral 
and  a  well-known  televangelist. 
Dr.  Schuller  is  chairman  of  the 
Churches  United  12-member 
board  of  directors.  Dr.  Scoates 
said. 

"It  was  terrific  to  be  able  to  sit 
across  the  table  and  share  hopes, 
dreams  and  concerns  with  Lu¬ 
therans,  Southern  Baptists,  pas¬ 
tors  of  independent  churches, 
and  to  know  that  we  could  meet 
and  not  be  threatened  by  each 


congregations.  “Several  churches 
have  gone  way  beyond  (their  dues) 
to  make  major  contributions  of 
$10-50,000,  and  individuals  have 
also  made  contributions.  We  even¬ 
tually  hope  to  get  some  foundation 
grants  as  well.” 

■  Includes  pastors  from  “a 
number  of  churches  not  consid¬ 
ered  large  membership,  that  is, 
churches  in  the  300-500  mem¬ 
bership  range.” 

■  Hopes  to  become  a  world¬ 
wide  organization  to  help  pastors 
and  their  congregations  be  in  mis¬ 
sion.  “We  have  people  in  Austra¬ 
lia,  Russia,  and  Africa  asking  to  be 
part  of  Churches  United. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


other,”  he  said. 

“I’ve  never  seen  so  much  frus¬ 
tration,  despair  and  burnout 
among  clergy  as  there  is  today. 
So  we  decided  that  we  needed  to 
do  something  together.” 

Three  projects 

Dr.  Scoates  said  that  three  mis¬ 
sion  projects  have  evolved  from 
that  meeting: 

S  A  demonstration  farm  proj¬ 
ect  in  Russia, 

•f  A  cooperative  effort  with 
the  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan  to  create 
black-owned  small  businesses  in 
South  Africa,  and 

y  A  joint  project  with  United 
Methodist-related  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  to  address  problems  relat¬ 
ed  to  gangs  and  gang  violence. 

“We’re  not  trying  to  be  contro¬ 
versial.  We’re  not  trying  to 
preach  a  particular  brand  of 
Christianity.  We’re  just  trying  to 
make  a  quiet  witness  for  Christ, 
for  democracy  and  the  free  enter¬ 
prise  system,”  he  observed. 

Dr.  Scoates  said  he  expects 
Churches  United  to  be  criticized 
by  both  denominational  and  es¬ 
tablished  ecumenical  bodies. 

“But  if  people  understand, 
they’ll  realize  there’s  no  need  to 
worry  about  us.  We’re  just  anoth¬ 
er  way  to  help  pastors  do  their 
job.  We  don’t  make  demands  for 
funding.  We  hope  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  will  welcome 
us  as  colleagues  who  believe  in 
and  support  the  Council  and  who 
are  making  a  witness  to  the 
faith.” 


He  said  that  he  could  envision 
the  possibility  of  affiliating  with 
the  NCC  and  of  promoting  inter¬ 
faith  dialogue  such  as  a  “summit 
of  Jews  and  Christians.” 

“What  unites  us  is  bigger  than 
what  divides  us,”  Dr.  Scoates 
said. 

He  said  that  he  has  asked  his 


bishop  to  grant  him  an  “appoint¬ 
ment  beyond  the  local  church” 
status  in  his  position  with 
Churches  United. 

If  that  request  isn’t  granted,  he 
added,  he  will  take  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  from  the  itinerant  system 
to  be  the  organization’s  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive. 


What  is  'Churches  United '? 


Florida  church-led  recovery  still  needs  volunteers 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Southern  Florida,  still  recover¬ 
ing  from  the  devastation  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  wreaked  more  than  a 
year  ago,  can  still  use  up  to  100 
volunteers  a  week  through  next 
June  to  help  with  recovery  efforts. 

That’s  the  word  of  Lynette 
Fields,  a  United  Methodist  na¬ 
tional  missionary  and  the  re¬ 
building  director  in  the  church’s 
Miami  District. 

Volunteers  this  fall  will  contin¬ 
ue  making  repairs  for  low-in¬ 
come  homeowners  and  will  build 


several  houses  where  previous 
structures  were  damaged  beyond 
repair,  she  said. 

By  the  end  of  June,  4,501  vol¬ 
unteers  had  worked  in  rebuild¬ 
ing.  Additional  requests  for 
reconstruction  are  still  coming 
in,  Ms.  Fields  added. 

She  said  so  many  renters — as 
contrasted  with  homeowners — 
need  help  that  the  church  is  part 
of  an  ecumenical  group  exploring 
possibilities  of  a  community  de¬ 
velopment  corporation  to  build 
and  own  rental  housing. 

The  Rev.  David  Brewer,  super¬ 


intendent  of  the  church’s  Miami 
District,  explained  that  to  deal 
with  the  disaster,  the  relief  effort 
was  incorporated  under  the 
name  Miami  District  Disaster 
Response  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  its  own  board 
of  directors. 

Distribution  of  food  and  daily 
necessities  ended  in  December 
but  not  before  almost  1 ,000  vol¬ 
unteers  had  distributed  food  and 
supplies  with  an  estimated  value 
of  $4.5  million. 

Linda  Pittard  Vigil  coordi¬ 
nates  the  Miami  District’s  chil¬ 


dren  and  youth  ministries  that 
began  with  setting  up  Parents’ 
Day  Out  programs  at  the  food- 
distribution  centers  in  the  early 
days  of  the  relief  effort. 

The  summer  emphasis  was  on 
children  and  youth.  Youth  and 
adult  volunteer  teams  conducted 
vacation  church  schools  that 
served  350  children  in  United 
Methodist  programs  and  about 
540  in  a  program  conducted  with 
Presbyterians,  Ms.  Vigil  said. 

College  and  seminary  students 
set  up  youth  ministries  within 
churches.  Out  of  those  came  camp¬ 


ing  trips,  outings,  a  service  week, 
cook-outs  and  other  activities. 

In  June,  the  Rev.  Robert  Dorr, 
a  clergy  member  of  the  Maine  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  joined  the  dis¬ 
trict  as  a  full-time  chaplain, 
providing  pastoral  care  to  Miami 
District  pastors  and  their  families 
and  the  Disaster  Response  staff. 

He  also  briefs  and  debriefs  vol¬ 
unteers  with  particular  attention 
to  Miami’s  multicultural  situa¬ 
tion  and  Hispanic  majority. 

The  destruction  “compounded 
the  responsibilities  that  we  have 
here,”  Mr.  Brewer  said. 


14  UMCs  in  new  group 

Here  are  the  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  and  churches  belonging  to 
Churches  United  in  Global  Mission: 

Don  Benton,  Lovers  Lane  UMC,  Dallas; 
J.  Edward  Bum,  South  Oceanside  UMC, 
Oceanside,  CA;  Edwin  Chappell,  First 
UMC,  Albuquerque,  NM;  Ken  Diehm,  St. 
Andrews  UMC,  Arlington,  TX; 

William  Hinson,  First  UMC,  Houston; 
Jack  Hooper,  Alamo  Heights  UMC,  San 
Antonio;  Robert  E.  Hullstrung,  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Woodbury,  Wood¬ 
bury,  NY;  William  Mason,  Asbury  UMC, 
Tulsa; 

John  Myers,  Clay  UMC,  South  Bend, 
IN;  David  Scoates,  Hennepin  Avenue 
UMC,  Minneapolis;  Michael  Slaughter, 
Ginghamsburg  UMC,  Tipp  City,  OH; 
Clayton  L.  Smith,  Manchester  UMC, 
Manchester,  MO;  Blake  Wagner,  United 
Methodist  Church,  Mansfield,  OH;  David 
Yoh,  Alma  UMC,  Alma,  MI. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full¬ 
time.  pnmary  responsibilities  with  children  and  adult 
ministries.  Graduate  degree  or  experience.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resumes  and  references  to:  Fust  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  P.O.  Box  3247.  Beaumont.  TX  77704. 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY  for  Chris¬ 

tian  Social  Relations.  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  seeking  an  individual  to  provide  general 
administration,  planning  and  coordination  of  the 
Christian  Social  Relations  program  of  the  Women's 
Division.  This  position  requires  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  knowledge  of  and/or 
experience  in  United  Methodist  Women.  The  quali¬ 
fied  candidate  should  have  a  master's  degree  or 
equivalent,  a  minimum  of  five  (5)  years  work  ex  peri- 
ence  in  social  action  related  field  with  credibility 
among  organizations  and  groups  in  this  field,  includ¬ 
ing  non-ecclesiastical  persons  and  organizations.  In 
addition,  a  firm  grounding  in  the  biblical  and  theo¬ 
logical  basis  for  social  justice,  an  ability  to  analyze  so¬ 
cial  trends  and  issues  and  coordinate  resources  is 
required.  The  individual  should  also  have  good  orga¬ 
nizational.  administrative,  financial  and  communica¬ 
tion  skills  as  well  as  prior  supervisory  experience. 
Interested  candidates  should  call  or  write  to:  Ms. 
Deneen  Cooper.  Human  Resources  Dept.  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York.  NY  101 15.  (212)  870-3666  for  an  appli¬ 
cation  and  job  description.  I 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  A  part-time  position. 
First  UMC.  Clermont.  Church  of  800  +  members  in 
central  Fonda  (near  Orlando).  Contact:  Gerald  Van- 
Dvken,  Box  1 20488.  Germont.  FL  347 1 2-0488. 

NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 

Kingwood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston 
North  Distnct.  Membership  3250.  Send  resumes  to: 
Jim  Seitz.  Kingwood  United  Methodist  Church. 
1799  Woodland  Hills  Dr..  Kingwood,  TX  77339. 
Deadline  10/1/93. 

CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  sought. 

The  WNY  Annual  Conference  (United  Methodist)  is 
seeking  a  Council  Director,  effective  date,  July  1, 
1994.  Skills  needed,  but  not  limited  to:  propammatic 
visioning  and  implementation;  financial  manage¬ 
ment;  ability  to  work  with  diverse  cultural  and  theo¬ 
logical  membership;  demonstrated  high  interpersonal 
experience  and  proficiency;  membership  in  the  Unit- 
cd  Methodist  Church;  in-depth  knowledge  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  its  structure  and  opera¬ 
tions.  A  master's  degree  or  its  equivalent  is  necessary. 
Ten  years  of  related  experience  is  desired.  WNY 
Conference  has  an  affirmative  action  plan  and  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer.  For  additional  informa- 
tion  wnte:  William  E.  Burdick.  Chair.  The  ACCOM 
Personnel  Committee.  7  Church  Street.  Akron.  NY 
14001-1217. 

CAIRO  FIRST  UMC  SEEKS  A  FULL-TIME  per¬ 

son  for  youth/children's  ministries  and  educational 
responsibilities.  Salary  S24-30,000/year.  DOE  Prefer 
previous  experience  and  music  skills.  Send  resume  to: 
Rev.  Paul  W  Dupree.  318  South  Broad  St..  Cairo, 
GA  31728.  { 

ALL  PASTORS:  IMPROVE  YOUR  PASTORAL 

counseling  skills.  Counseling  tapes,  certification  and 
continuing  education  available.  Pastoral  Counseling 
Institute.  Rt.  1 .  Box  98,  Graham,  TX  76450. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULTS  Director 

position  available.  1500-member  church.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume:  Larry  Hall,  St.  Paul's  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  696.  Las  Cruces.  NM  88004. 

HAMMOND.  MODEL  A-100.  ORGAN.  Excellent 

condition.  Suitable  for  chapel.  Reasonably  priced. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISIRIES.  Suburban 

church  in  Houston  invites  qualified  candidates  to  ap¬ 
ply  for  the  position  of  Director  of  Music  Ministries. 
The  church  is  dynamic  and  growing,  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  1800.  The  music  ministry  includes  two  adult 
choirs;  youth  choir,  three  children's  choirs;  handbell 
choir,  and  coordination  of  liturgy  in  consultation 
with  the  Senior  Pastor,  as  principal  responsibilities  of 
the  music  ministries.  The  Director  will  select  an  or¬ 
ganist/pianist  to  play  for  services/rehearsals.  Strong 
keyboard  abilities,  in  addition  to  good  directing/coor- 
dinating  skills  will  be  given  special  consideration. 
Candidates  should  submit  resume/supporting  materi¬ 
al:  Chairperson  of  the  Search  Committee,  Spring 
Woods  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  90427. 
Houston.  TX  77290. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth¬ 

odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information.  j 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  SI 65.  week,  S525  four  weeks 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn.  Drawer  1 1 38.  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067. 627-9507. 

ESTES  PARK.  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bedroom 

cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces,  decks,  and 
kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain  Haven  Inn 
and  Cottaaes.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor. 
Gasses:  9:30  am.  Worship:  11:00  am.  (504)  488- 
0856. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas- 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift.  S38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 
0573. 

LARGE  FLORIDA  WEST-COAST  church  seeks 
Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evangelism.  Ideal 
candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59-62  years)  with 

AN  EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY!  Full-time  Youth 

Ministries/Program  Director.  Growing  suburban 
church,  many  families  with  youth  and  children, 
church  family  life  center  under  construction-  Position 
includes  responsibility  for  youth  program  and  devel- 
opment  of  ministries  for  new  building.  Christ -cen- 
tercd.  energetic  leadership  and  people  skills  needed. 
Salary  negotiable.  Make  inquiries  or  send  resumes  by 
September  15  to:  Rev.  Bud  Reeves,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1 26.  Bryant,  AR  72089. 
(501)847-0226. 

growth  programs.  Hours,  salary  and  benefits  designed 
to  meet  nerds  of  minister  and  church.  Inquiries,  re¬ 
sume:  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  3200  Man¬ 
atee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton.  FL  34205.  Fax  (813) 
746-9737. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE  SSS. 

Catalog  S 1 .  Christian  Bible  College.  Station  Square, 
Suite  227.  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804.  (919)  442-1211. 
(Accredited). 

FOR  SALE.  1946  MOLLER  PIPE  ORGAN. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-  NAVAJO  United  Meth¬ 

odist  Center  in  Farmington,  New  Mexico  is  seeking 
an  Executive  Director  to  plan,  direct  and  coordinate: 
development  and  administration  of  all  programs  and 
services,  development  and  management  of  personnel, 
finances,  property  maintenance  and  fund  raising. 
Qualifications:  undergraduate  degree  in  social  sci¬ 
ences  or  business  management  preferred,  experience 
in  personnel  management;  excellent  communication 
skills;  experience  in  fund  raising  and  budget  control; 
appreciation  of  and  sensitivity  to  multi-cultural  envi¬ 
ronment.  commitment  to  mission  and  outreach  min¬ 
istries  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Cosing  date 
to  receive  applications:  October  15,  1993.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Dr.  Milton  Chester,  Search  Committee 
Chairperson,  7920  Mountain  Road,  NE,  Albuquer¬ 
que,  NM  871 10-7805.  Phone:  (505)  255-8786. 

Si 4.600  or  best  offer.  You  remove  by  January  3. 
1994  Call  Carol  at  (307)  637-761 1  or  Steve  at  (507) 
628-2283  for  information. 

THE  WEST  OHIO  CONFERENCE  OF  The  United 

Methodist  Church  seeks  a  Conference  Treasurer.  Ap¬ 
plicants  must  have  administrative  experience  and  ex¬ 
cellent  communication  skills.  Experience  is  required 
in  accounting,  auditing,  administration  of  pension 
and  health  plans,  and  the  operation  of  management 
information  systems.  A  working  knowledge  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  desirable.  To  be  assured 
of  consideration,  applications  must  be  received  by 
October  1.  1993.  For  more  information  write:  Attn: 
The  Rev  Richard  A.  Teller.  Search  Committee 
Chair.  471  F  Broad  St..  Suite  1106.  Columbus,  OH 
43215-3889.  Fax  (614)  222-0612.  Telephone  (419) 
422-4845. 

Congregations  'lean  forward'  to  better  future 


By  RALPH  W.  MOHNEY 

Where  will  your  congregation  be 
in  the  year  2000  A.D.? 

“Megatrends  2000”  calls  this 
“the  most  exciting  decade  in  the 
history  of  human  civilization.”? 
Surely  each  congregation  will  capi¬ 
talize  on  the  significance  of  this  op¬ 
portunity! 

Is  The  United  Methodist  Church 
only  one  ship,  headed  in  a  down¬ 
ward  direction?  No!  It  is  more  than 
37,000  ships  (congregations),  each 
one  choosing  its  own  direction,  de¬ 
termining  its  own  course! 

Some,  like  the  ill-fated  R.M.S.  Ti¬ 
tanic  which  ignored  seven  calls  re¬ 
porting  icebergs  in  its  field,  will  not 
survive  the  decade,  but  God’s  fu¬ 
ture  beckons  the  others. 

VISION  2000  congregations  dare 
to  “lean  forward”  into  their  future 
with  expectant  hope,  even  as  Abra¬ 
ham,  Moses,  Joshua  and  Jesus  did. 

They  affirm  the  potential  of  bold 
faith,  enthusiastic  expectation  and 
vital  prayer. 

They  affirm  that  they  can  and 
will  turn  from  excuses,  evasions  and 


Last  of  six  parts 


apathy  to  a  new  biblical  quality  of 
commitment. 

They  will  become  hopeful,  excit¬ 
ed,  positive,  creative,  imaginative 
and  courageous  churches,  always 
open  to  God’s  dreams. 

The  VISION  2000  text,  entitled 
“VISION  2000:  Planning  for  Minis¬ 
try  into  the  Next  Century,”  by  the 
Revs.  Joe  A.  Harding  of  Richland, 
Wash.,  and  Ralph  W.  Mohney  of 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  came  off  the 
press  in  March  1991.  More  than 
35,000  copies  have  been  sold. 

Local  church  VISION  2000  task 
forces  can  organize  by  following  the 


Two  laywomen  to  get  awards 
from  Scarritt-Bennett  Center 


NASHVILLE— Two  United 
Methodist  laywomen  will  receive 
awards  this  fall  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Scarritt-Bennett  Center. 

Dr.  C.  Faith  Richardson  of  New¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  and  Dr.  Joycelyn  Elders, 
nominated  to  be  U.S.  Surgeon  Gen¬ 
eral,  will  receive  the  center’s  laity 
awards. 

Dr.  Richardson  will  receive  the 
Eradication  of  Racism  award  for 
her  work  with  advocacy  groups  to¬ 
wards  ending  racism  and  for  her 
principal  role  in  establishment  of 
the  Commission  on  Pan-Methodist 
Cooperation. 

The  latter  organization  brings  to¬ 
gether  the  predominantly  white 
United  Methodist  Church  with  his¬ 
torically  black  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nations — African  Methodist 


Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Zion  and  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal — in  areas  of  common  in¬ 
terest. 

Dr.  Elders  will  receive  the  Educa¬ 
tion  of  Laity  award  for  her  work  in 
health  education,  including  what 
Scarritt-Bennett  terms  her  “coura¬ 
geous  stance  on  school-based  sex 
education  clinics,”  and  for  educat¬ 
ing  adults  on  the  plight  of  children. 

Both  honorees  will  present  work¬ 
shops  on  their  respective  fields  dur¬ 
ing  Scarritt-Bennett’s  Centennial 
Celebration  Sept.  17-18. 

Scarritt-Bennett  Center  is  a  confer¬ 
ence  and  learning  center  for  educa¬ 
tion  and  nurture,  focusing  on  the 
ministries  of  laity  studies,  spiritual 
formation,  and  music  and  other  arts. 


instructions  outlined  in  the  text. 

Successes  abound.  For  example, 
the  Rev.  Ned  Watts,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  West- 
borough,  Mass.,  began  with  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  council  VISION  2000 
retreat  to  launch  his  church’s  study. 

He  said:  “Six  months  were  filled 
with  Bible  study,  prayer,  discern¬ 
ment  as  we  sought  God’s  visions. 
. . .  The  visions  came  into  focus  and 
were  voted  unanimously. 

“Wonderful  things  began  to  hap¬ 
pen: 

■  New  families  began  to  come  in 
substantial  numbers. 


■  Additional  outreach  ministries 
were  begun. 

■  More  than  60  adult  members 
joined  the  church  family. 

■  Attendance  is  double  what  it 
was  the  year  before. 

“VISION  2000  is  the  thread  which 
connects  the  whole  fabric  of  our 
church  family.  I  urge  you  to  become 
a  VISION  2000  congregation.” 

Mr.  Mohney  is  a  director  of  VI¬ 
SION  2000  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Ceneral  Board  of  Discipleship. 
This  article  concludes  the  Report¬ 
er's  six-part  series  on  the  program. 


& chermer’s 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  vour  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 


the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS 


Free  Information  -  Schermer  s  Specialty  Pecans 

□  YESIOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising. 


Your  Name  _ 

Group  s  Name 
Your  Address  _ 


Your  Telephone  ( 
Dale  of  Sale _ 


_  No  Members  Selling  _ 


Return  to  Schenner's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


Fo^^Hft^Kation,  use  order  form  or  call 
TOLI^PlE  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


uirorntn* 

led Cl* _ 

Plentiful  harvest 
exists  for  new 
Monroe  church 


SOMETHING  NEW  . . .  SOMETHING  EX¬ 
CITING  ...  SOMETHING  INVIGORATING 
. . .  SOMETHING  MOVING  . . .  SOMETHING 
ALIVE  IS  HAPPENING  IN  MONROE. 

One  of  the  commands  that  I  remember  from  my 
nine  years  of  military  service  is,  “Forward  March!”  With  our  eyes  on 
our  goals  and  objectives  we  are  marching  on  in  Jesus'  name. 

And  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  saying,  “Whom  shall  I  send?”  and 
“Who  will  go  for  us?”  Then  I  said,  “Here  am  I!  Send  me.”  (Isaiah  6:8 
RSV). 

What  kind  of  person  would  want  to  go  into  a  city  that  he/she  does 
not  know  anything  about?  Who  would  go  out  into  virgin  territory  to 
start  a  New  Church?  Larry  and  Yvonne  Martin!  Yes,  we  are  willing  to 
respond  to  the  ministry  that  is  set  before  us. 

Part  of  our  motivation  for  being  so  eager  to  start  a  New  Church  is:  SO 
per  cent  of  the  people  in  most  communities  are  unchurched.  This  aston¬ 
ishing  Figure  presents  a  challenge  for  Yvonne  and  me  to  go  out  and  in¬ 
vite  the  unchurched  to  unite  in  a  fellowship  with  Christian  believers. 

When  we  first  visited  Monroe,  we  drove  throughout  the  city  to  get  a 
feel  for  it.  My  heart  was  pounding  rapidly  when  I  noticed  that  Monroe 
had  so  many  churches  in  the  area  where  we  plan  to  minister.  On  sever¬ 
al  streets  there  appeared  to  be  churches  on  all  four  corners.  I  wondered 
to  myself,  “Lord  why  do  you  want  another  church  in  Monroe?”  Just  as 
that  thought  left  me,  this  Scripture  came  to  me,  “The  harvest  is  plenti¬ 
ful,  but  the  laborers  are  few.”  (Matthew  9:37  NRSV). 

After  being  in  Monroe  for  two  months,  we  see  the  need  for  ministry. 
We  know  that  God  is  sending  us  forth  to  make  new  disciples,  to  reach 
the  unchurched  and  the  under-churched.  The  apostle  Paul  reminds  us 
to  do  the  work  of  evangelists  and  make  full  proof  of  our  ministry. 
Therefore,  our  mission  is  clear.  We  are  doing  ministry.  Wherever  there 
is  a  need,  we  must  minister.  One  thought  that  I  would  like  to  leave  with 
you: 

If  the  church  didn’t  exist,  who  would  miss  it? 


Rev.  Larry  Martin 
Pastor,  New  Church 
Monroe 
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Muriel  Miller 


Betty  Carlin 


Janet  Wreath 


Rev.  Robin 
Thompson 


'Count  Me  In'  UMW  Meeting 


“Carrying  Out  God’s  Promises 
—  Count  Me  In”  will  be  the  theme 
for  the  20th  Annual  Meeting  of 
Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  Friday,  Sept.  17, 
and  Saturday,  Sept.  18,  in  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Betty  Carlin,  Conference  UMW 
vice  president,  is  chair  of  the  meet¬ 
ing.  Muriel  Miller  is  chair  of  local 
arrangements  and  Jane  Deville  is 
cochair. 

Norma  Winegeart,  Conference 
UMW  president,  will  preside  and 
will  retire  from  office  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting.  Her  husband,  Rev. 
Jack  Winegeart,  who  retired  in 
June,  was  pastor  of  Horseshoe 
Drive  Church  during  construction 
of  the  sanctuary.  He  will  help  ad¬ 
minister  the  Sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion  and  will  close  the 
meeting  with  a  Sending  Forth. 

Janet  Rae  Wreath,  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Direc¬ 
tor,  and  Rev.  Rob  Thompson,  di¬ 


rector  of  Dulac  Community  Center, 
will  speak  Friday  evening. 

Prior  to  that.  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell, 
host  pastor;  Esther  Sanson,  Alexan¬ 
dria  District  president,  and  Jane 
Deville,  local  UMW  president,  will 
welcome  participants. 

Others  on  the  program  include: 
Rev.  Don  Avery,  superintendent, 
Alexandria  District,  morning  devo¬ 
tional;  Rev.  Elizabeth  Northern, 
pastor  Raymond/Elton  UM  Charge, 
evening  devotional;  Dr.  Nancy  Car- 
ruth,  honoring  of  outgoing  officers; 
Evelyn  Evans,  a  layperson  in  First 
UMC,  Natchitoches,  officer  instal¬ 
lation;  Rev.  Barbara  Duke,  pastor 
First  UMC,  Berwick,  Communion 
meditation. 

Pat  Cobb,  president-elect,  and 
Fannie  Reddix,  secretary-elect, 
head  a  list  of  officer  nominees  to  be 
elected  at  the  meeting.  Both  of  the 
women  are  from  New  Orleans. 

To  register  contact  district  or  lo¬ 
cal  UMW  presidents. 


A  VISION  2000  lagniappe  experience 


Leader  of  worship  workshops 
to  depict  magnetic  churches 


Three  Tri-Dis¬ 
trict  events  on 
“Effective  Wor¬ 
ship"  will  be 
held  Sept.  14,  15 
and  16,  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  in  three  dif¬ 
ferent  areas  of 
the  state. 

Herb  Miller, 
author  and  con¬ 
sultant  in  congregational  effective¬ 
ness,  will  conduct  the  sessions.  He 
is  editor  of  Net  Results  a  monthly 
journal  of  new  ideas  in  church  vital¬ 
ity  and  leadership.  The  publication 
is  read  by  leaders  in  more  than  60 
denominations. 

His  latest  book  The  Vital  Congre¬ 
gation  was  published  by  Abingdon 
Press  and  he  is  editor  of  Abingdon’s 
Effective  Church  Series.  Other 
books  include  How  to  Build  a  Mag¬ 
netic  Church,  Actions  Speak  Louder 
Than  Verbs  and  Tools  for  Active 
Christians. 

Registration  fee  is  $10  which  in¬ 
cludes  lunch. 

Meeting  at  First  UMC,  Arcadia, 
on  Tuesday,  Sept.  14,  will  be  per¬ 
sons  from  Ruston,  Shreveport  and 


Monroe  districts.  Call  the  church  to 
register,  318-263-2860. 

The  Tri-District  Event  for  Aca- 
diana,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles 
districts  is  set  for  Wednesday,  Sept. 
15,  in  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette.  To 
register  contact  Acadiana  District 
office,  318-235-2904. 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be 
host  church  for  the  Baton  Rouge, 
New  Orleans  and  North  Shore  dis¬ 
tricts.  Call  the  church,  504-383- 
4777,  to  register. 

The  one-day  workshop,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Cabinet  and  the  Con¬ 
ference  VISION  2000,  will  provide 
practical,  how-to  insights,  ideas  and 
methods  to  make  worship  services 
in  every  church  more  effective. 
There  will  be  lectures,  question  and 
answer  times,  idea  sharing  and 
hand-outs. 

Those  who  should  attend  include 
pastors,  worship  chairs  and  other 
staff  and  any  persons  interested  in 
ways  to  make  church  worship  a  tool 
for  church  growth. 

The  Rev.  James  Poole,  Ruston 
District  superintendent,  originated 
the  idea  of  having  Miller  come  to 
Louisiana  to  share  ideas  about  wor¬ 
ship. 


Herb  Miller 


Communicate!  Share  the  good  news 


Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  director,  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  visits  with  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad,  pastor,  Calvary  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette,  and  wife,  Kathleen,  at  the  Communications  Workshop  in 
the  atrium  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


In  the  picture  on  the  right,  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  RIGHT,  pastor, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  welcomes  Al  Babington  layperson 
of  Faith  UMC,  Monroe,  to  the  Conference-wide  workshop.  In  the 
picture  on  the  left.  Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Fort 
Worth,  who  has  a  nationwide  TV  ministry,  says  churches  should 
share  the  good  news  via  the  media.  He  said,  “When  you  invite  peo¬ 
ple  to  church  for  a  service  or  a  meeting  have  something  well 
planned  and  worthwhile  for  them." 


judi  Sarver  of  Lafayette,  LEFT,  Hollen  Brown  of  Baton  Rouge  and 
Walter  Parker  of  Pontchatoula,  lay  members  of  the  Communica¬ 
tions  Committee,  register  and  direct  participants  to  rooms.  Sarver 
spoke  on  techniques  of  taping  services  for  television  showing. 


Glenda  Humphreys,  CENTER,  of  Hammond,  and  others  pick  up  mate¬ 
rials  on  improving  newsletters,  using  newspapers,  TV,  radio  and  other 
means  of  communicating,  assimilated  by  Rev.  John  R.  Johns,  cochair. 
In  the  background  is  Allan  B.  Crow,  the  other  workshop  cochair. 
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Indians  volunteer  at  Dulac 


Native  Americans,  including 
Choctaw  and  Seminole,  from  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  came  to  Dulac  last  month, 
in  an  unprecedented  mission  proj¬ 
ect,  to  help  with  Hurricane  Disaster 
Relief  in  Louisiana.  Another  group 
from  the  Indian  Conference  is  to  ar¬ 
rive  Sept.  12  and  will  stay  about  a 
week. 

Five  men  and  four  women  in¬ 
cluding  pastors  and  lay  persons 
came  from  different  areas  of  the  In¬ 
dian  Conference  and  stayed  in  Du¬ 
lac. 

Each  day  they  started  to  work 
about  5:30  a.m.  “The  women  pre¬ 
pared  a  good  breakfast  with  home¬ 
made  biscuits,”  Sherri  Wyland,  a 
volunteer  from  Kansas  City,  said. 
She  and  her  husband,  Rex,  had 
come  to  relieve  other  Louisiana 
workers  who  had  been  on  duty  since 
the  storm. 

Pointe  Au  Chien 

The  men  daily  took  the  45  min¬ 
ute  drive,  northeast  of  Dulac,  to 
Pointe  Au  Chien  area  where  they 
put  a  shingled-roof  shelter  over  a 
mobile  home  and  put  skirting 
around  the  home. 

Among  the  volunteers  was  Billy 
Ray  Jones,  a  lay  leader  in  Kulli 
Chito  UMC  in  Broken  Bow,  Okla., 
near  the  state  lines  of  Texas  and  Ar¬ 
kansas.  Others  came  from  other  ar¬ 
eas  of  Oklahoma,  he  mentioned. 

“It  rained  every  day  we  were  in 
Louisiana,”  Jones  said.  “It  was  hot 
but  because  of  the  humidity,  it 
wasn’t  bad.  We’d  just  sweat.  We 
probably  couldn’t  have  worked  out 
in  the  heat  of  the  day  that  way  in 
Oklahoma.” 

Challenged  by  bishop 

He  said  his  Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
had  challenged  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  at  the  annual  conference.  “He 
said  we  often  receive  and  he  said  we 
should  get  out  and  work  on  some 
things  for  other  people.  A  group 
from  Iowa  had  come  and  helped  us 
build  the  Fellowship  Hall  for  our 
church.  It  had  been  my  dream  to  go 
and  do  something  like  that.” 

The  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference,  one  of  three  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences  in  the  UM 
Church,  has  unique  language  con¬ 
siderations,  limited  resources  and 
requires  major  financial  aid  from 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  (Others  are  Red  Bird  and 


Alaska  conferences). 

Wyland  praised  the  work  of  the 
Native  American  Volunteers  in 
Mission.  She  said  the  men  would 
come  back  to  Dulac  “about  dark, 
just  beat”  and  the  women  worked 
hard,  too. 

The  Native  American  women 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  cleaning 
out  things  at  Clanton  Chapel  that 
were  messed  up  as  a  result  of  flood¬ 
ing  and  a  recent  electrical  fire. 

Wyland  said,  “The  visitors  were 
fabulous  people  to  have  around.  It 
was  an  exciting  experience.  I 
learned  a  lot  from  them.  They 
talked  to  the  Houma  Indians  about 
the  Louisiana  Indians’  project  to  be 
recognized  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  mentioning  things  they  have 
in  Oklahoma  that  are  not  available 
to  Indians  here.” 

From  Methodist  churches 

All  those  who  came  are  members 
of  United  Methodist  churches  and 
some  of  the  women  were  active  in 
UMW. 

Jones  got  teased  a  lot  because  he 
was  not  too  thrilled  with  some  of 
the  food  prepared  by  the  Houma  In¬ 
dians.  “I  don’t  eat  seafood,”  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

There  is  a  Louisiana  saying  that 
“we’ll  eat  anything  that  doesn't  eat 
us  first.”  When  the  Houma  cooks 
offered  Jones  some  crabs,  he  said  he 
would  just  have  some  cheese  sand¬ 
wiches. 

He  loved  the  Houma  Indians  and 
the  other  people  he  met  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  “They  are  the  nicest  people,” 
he  said.  “We  really  had  a  good 
time.”  During  the  evenings,  Rev. 
Kirby  Verret  and  the  Indians  of 
Clanton  Chapel  planned  things  for 
them.  One  evening  they  demon¬ 
strated  local  Indian  crafts  for  the 
Oklahoma  visitors.  The  two  groups 
visited,  ate,  sang  and  worshipped 
together. 

“I  finally  tried  some  trout  and  it 
was  good,  but  I  didn’t  eat  the  bou- 
din,”  Jones  said. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

“Maverick”  mission  group  bears 

watching . Page  2 

Participant:  UMC  lacks  interfaith 

interest . Page  3 

Roseanne’s  diner  runs  second 
to  church’s  “mud-out” 
packets . Page  4 


Oklahoma  Native  Americans  learn  about  crafts  of  Houma  Indians 
of  Dulac  during  a  recent  mission  trip  to  Louisiana. 


Volunteers  from  Oklahoma,  mostly  Choctaw,  sample  Houma  Indi¬ 
an  foods. 


Visitors  teach  songs  to  Houma  children. 
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Church's  'high  court'  to  rule  on  gays-clergy  conflicts 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  stance  on 
homosexuality  for  2 1  years  has  been  basically 
one  of  “hate  the  sin  but  love  the  sinner.” 

The  church  has  attempted  to  define  that 
stance  both  through  its  nonbinding  Social 
Principles  and  through  its  laws  as  spelled 
out  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  Social  Principles  declare  that  homo¬ 
sexual  people  are  of  “sacred  worth”  and 
are  entitled  to  civil  rights,  but  homosexual 
behavior  is  held  to  be  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.” 

Church  law  denies  ordination  and  clergy 
appointment  to  “self-avowed  practicing 
homosexuals"  but  leaves  to  the  church’s 
basic  regional  units  (annual  conferences) 
ihe  right  to  define  and  apply  those  terms. 

Against  this  backdrop,  four  annual  confer- 


Editor’s  Note:  Normally  the  Reporter 
stafT  presents  complex  stories  in  accessible 
language.  The  following  report,  however,  de¬ 
parts  from  that  policy  by  using  language 
from  official  church  bodies  or  documents. 
This  departure  is  an  attempt  to  tell  the  sto¬ 
ries  accurately  and  to  give  readers  some  idea 
of  the  complexity  of  the  issues  involved. 
These  stories  are  presented  at  this  time  be¬ 
cause  three  of  the  following  cases  will  be  de¬ 
cided  by  the  Judicial  Council  this  Fall  and 
the  fourth  will  be  decided  next  Spring. 

ences  earlier  this  year  encountered  conflicts 
over  how  to  apply  those  church  principles 
and  laws  to  situations  in  their  regions. 

Called  into  question  are: 

/  An  apparent  conflict  between  two  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  the  church’s  collection  of  laws: 


Paragraph  402.2,  which  denies  ordination  and 
appointment  to  “self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals”  and  Paragraph  436,  which  guarantees 
appointments  to  clergy  in  good  standing. 

■/  Whether  United  Methodist  ministers 
are  allowed  to  perform  “covenant  services” 
which  bless  same-sex  relationships  presum¬ 
ably  having  all  the  rights  of  marriage,  includ¬ 
ing  sexual  behavior  (i.e.,  homosexuality)  that 
the  church  condemns. 

Each  instance  outlined  below  holds  church¬ 
wide  significance  because  each  will  be  adjudi¬ 
cated  ultimately  by  the  Judicial  Council, 
United  Methodism’s  “supreme  court.”  Deci¬ 
sions  of  the  council  are  applicable  across  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  set  precedent 
for  later  decisions  along  similar  lines. 

The  following  accounts  also  show  the  depth 
and  breadth  of  the  technical  complexity  in¬ 
volved  in  the  application  of  the  church’s 
stance  on  homosexuality. 


The  Church  struggles 

with  |  Homosexuality 
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California-Pacific 

In  1992,  the  Rev.  Frank  Wulf,  an  elder  in 
full  connection  in  the  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference,  in  a  letter  to  a  confer¬ 
ence  leader  acknowledged  being  a  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual.” 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano,  who  had  assumed 
supervisory  responsibility  for  the  church’s 
Los  Angeles  Area  in 
September  1992,  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  the  super¬ 
vision  phase  of  a  clergy 
review  orocess  provid¬ 
ed  for  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 

After  several  meet¬ 
ings  in  supervision, 

Mr.  Wulf  didn’t  sur-  Roy  Sano 
render  his  credentials.  The  bishop  there¬ 
fore  filed  a  complaint  against  Mr.  Wulf  for 
disobedience  to  the  order  of  the  church. 

The  bishop  also  asked  the  conference 


Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  to  draft  a  defi¬ 
nition  of  “self-avowed  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual”  for  the  June  1993  session.  The  bishop 
based  his  request  on  a  1 984  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  decision  which  noted  that  the  Discipline 
didn’t  define  the  phrase. 

In  early  1993  the  Joint  Review  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  California-Pacific  conference  dis¬ 
missed  the  bishop’s  complaint  against  Mr. 
Wulf  on  the  ground  that  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  hadn’t  adopted  a  definition  of  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual.” 

At  their  1993  sessions,  clergy  members 
of  the  conference  discussed  extensively  a 
proposed  guideline  from  the  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  and  eventually  adopted 
three  recommendations  from  the  board. 
These  call  for  drafting  a  preliminary  guide¬ 
line,  preparing  a  definition  for  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  1994  session  and  urging  local 
churches  to  study  the  homosexuality  report 


A  self-identified  gay 
clergyman  maintained  his 
standing  because  the 
conference  hasn't  defined 
what  "self-avowed  practicing 
homosexual"  means. _ 

received  by  the  denomination’s  1992  legis¬ 
lative  General  Conference. 

In  the  absence  of  a  definition  of  the  very 
identification  Mr.  Wulf  had  taken  upon 
himself,  he  retained  his  standing  as  a  clergy 
member  in  good  standing. 

Bishop  Sano  then  appointed  him  to  at¬ 
tend  school.  The  bishop  did  so  on  the  basis 
of  instructions  in  the  1984  Judicial  Council 
decision.  That  decision,  number  544,  said 
that  in  situations  where  there  was  a  conflict 
between  the  exclusion  of  self-avowed  prac¬ 


ticing  homosexuals  from  appointment  in 
Paragraph  402.2  and  the  guarantee  of  ap¬ 
pointment  of  clergy  in  good  standing  in 
Paragraph  436,  bishops  are  to  follow  due 
process  in  determining  the  standing  of  cler¬ 
gy  members. 

Bishop  Sano  told  the  Reporter  that  he  re¬ 
minded  the  conference  that  the  procedure 
for  developing  a  definition,  as  spelled  out 
in  the  Judicial  Council  decision,  is  part  of 
the  due  process. 

Bishop  Sano  added  that  out  of  concern 
for  the  atmosphere  this  situation  has 
caused  in  the  California-Pacific  confer¬ 
ence,  he  will  convene  a  panel  “for  witness 
and  dialogue”  for  conference  leadership  in 
October.  The  panel  will  be  chaired  by  a 
professional  mediator. 

The  bishop’s  ruling  on  Mr.  Wulfs  ap¬ 
pointment  will  be  on  the  Spring  docket  of 
the  Judicial  Council. 


Oregon-ldaho 

In  the  Oregon-ldaho  Annual  Conference,  a 
situation  similar  to  that  in  California-Pacific 
(see  related  story  above)  led  to  different  re¬ 
sults,  according  to  information  provided  to 
the  Reporter. 

The  Oregon-ldaho  conference  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  put  forward  a  motion  at  the 
1993  clergy  session  saying  it  believed  that  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Knepper  “is  what  the  General 
Conference  describes  in  the  Book  of  Discipline 
as  a  ‘self-avowed  practicing  homosexual.’  ” 

Ms.  Knepper,  an  ordained  deacon  and 
probationary  member  of  the  conference, 
had  been  placed  on  leave  last  year  after 
complaints  from  leaders  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  she  served  that  she  had  identified  her¬ 
self  as  being  in  a  “committed  relationship” 
with  another  woman. 

The  Oregon-ldaho  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  motion  regarding  Ms. 
Knepper  continued: 

“We  believe  also  that  she  is  called  of 
God  to  ordained  ministry  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church;  we  find  that  she  has  the 


qualifications,  training,  gifts  and  graces  ap¬ 
propriate  thereto.  Our  consciences  are  cap¬ 
tive  to  the  Word  of 
God.  We  believe  that 
in  such  a  conflict  we 
should  obey  God  rath¬ 
er  than  human  author¬ 
ity,  as  have  our 
forebears  in  the  faith 
(see  Acts  5:29).  We 
therefore  recommend 
that  she  be  continued  William  W.  Dew  |r. 
in  Probationary  Membership.  Here  we 
stand;  we  can  do  no  other,  so  help  us  God.” 

Oregon-ldaho  conference  minutes  state 
that  Bishop  William  W.  Dew  Jr.,  who  pre¬ 
sides  over  that  conference  as  head  of  the 
church’s  Portland,  Ore.,  Area,  responded 
to  the  motion  by  pointing  out  that  Para¬ 
graph  402.2  clearly  prohibits  a  bishop’s  ap¬ 
pointing  a  “self-avowed  practicing 
homosexual.” 

The  clergy  session  then  postponed  a  deci¬ 
sion  on  Ms.  Knepper’s  status  until  Bishop 


Dew  could  rule  on  a  written  inquiry  regard¬ 
ing  the  legality  of  continuing  Ms.  Knepper 
as  a  probationary  member. 

Bishop  Dew  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
ruled  that: 

S  According  to  Paragraph  402.2,  Ms. 
Knepper  couldn’t  be  appointed  to  serve  a 
pastorate; 

■/  She  could  be  continued  on  leave  of 
absence;  a. 

f  She  continues  to  be  a  deacon  and 
maintains  her  probationary  membership, 
since  her  status  had  already  been  approved 
by  vote  of  the  clergy  session  of  the  annual 
conference. 

Ms.  Knepper  then  spoke  to  the  session 
and  asked  for  an  appointment  or  to  be 
placed  on  voluntary  leave  of  absence.  The 
clergy  session  voted  to  grant  her  leave 
while  awaiting  next  month’s  decision  by 
the  Judicial  Council. 

The  full  Oregon-ldaho  annual  conference 
session  requested  two  declaratory  rulings 
from  the  Judicial  Council. 


A  self-identified  lesbian 
clergywoman  was  placed  on 
leave  of  absence  while  the 
conference  seeks  clarification 
of  her  status  from  the 
church's  "high  court." 

One  request,  through  several  questions, 
asks  the  Judicial  Council  to  rule  on  wheth¬ 
er  the  Constitution  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  establishes  access  to  the 
ordained  ministry  for  homosexual  people 
as  a  class  or  status  of  people.  The  request 
also  asks  whether  Paragraph  436  takes  pre¬ 
cedence  over  Paragraph  402.2. 

The  other  request  specifically  asks  the 
Judicial  Council  to  clarify  Ms.  Knepper’s 
clergy  status  in  light  of  the  conflict  between 
Paragraphs  402.2  and  436. 

This  case  will  be  decided  at  the  Oct.  27- 
30  Judicial  Council  meeting  in  Atlanta. 


Troy  and  Minnesota 

Another  issue  at  least  indirectly  related 
to  homosexuality — the  issue  of  same-sex 
covenant  services — came  up  this  year  in 
the  Troy  and  Minnesota  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 

Troy  Annual  Conference,  covering  Ver¬ 
mont  and  parts  of  New  York  state,  has  des¬ 
ignated  itself  a  “reconciling”  annual 
conference.  This  means  that  it  welcomes 
church  membership  and  participation  of  all 
people  regardless  of  sexual  orientation. 

Members  of  Troy’s  “reconciling  task 
force”  earlier  this  year  proposed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  recognizing  covenant  services  that 
could  be  used  with  couples  of  the  same  sex. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove,  who  pre¬ 
sides  over  the  Troy  conference  as  head  of 
the  church’s  Albany,  N.Y.,  Area,  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  task  force  approached 
him  to  ask  about  the  — 
resolution’s  validity,  in 
light  of  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples’  condemning  ho¬ 
mosexual  behavior  as 
“incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.” 

The  bishop  said  he 
found  that  the  resolu¬ 
tion  did  appear  to  vio¬ 
late  the  Discipline, 
since  the  covenant  ser¬ 
vices  it  endorses  appar¬ 
ently  intend  to  convey 
all  the  rights  of  mar¬ 
riage  including  sexual 
intimacy. 

However,  the  bishop 
told  the  conference,  he  - 

would  permit  the  reso-  sharon  Christopher 
lution  to  go  through  a  vote  if  the  annual 
conference  simultaneously  asked  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  for  a  ruling  on  its  validity.  The 
resolution  was  adopted  and  the  Judicial 
Council  was  asked  for  a  ruling. 

By  contrast,  minutes  of  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  indicated  that  a  similar 
resolution  in  that  conference  was  ruled  out 
of  order  by  Bishop  Sharon  A.  Brown  Chris¬ 
topher,  who  presides  over  that  conference 
as  head  of  the  church’s  Minnesota  Area. 

The  Minnesota  proposal  was  brought  by 
representatives  of  some  of  its  congregations 
that  belong  to  the  Reconciling  Congrega¬ 
tions  program. 

Both  the  Troy  Annual  Conference  re¬ 
quest  for  a  declaratory  ruling  and  Bishop 
Christopher’s  ruling  will  be  reviewed  by 
the  Judicial  Council  at  its  Oct.  27-30  meet¬ 
ing  in  Atlanta. 


Bishops  in  two  areas  come 
to  opposite  rulings  on 
whether  clergy  can  perform 
same-sex  "covenant  services.' 


'Maverick'  mission  group  bears  watching  Your  Investment  in  Mission 


A  hunch:  If  you  have  not  heard 
about  an  organization  called 
Churches  United  in  Global  Mission 
outside  the  pages  of  this  newspaper 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  3),  you  will. 

According  to  the  Rev.  David  T. 
Scoates,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
recently  named  as  the  group’s  first 
chief  executive,  Churches  United  in 
Global  Mission  was  formed  follow¬ 
ing  a  1991  meeting  in  Garden 


FOR  THE  LAST  TlfAE, 
NOBODY  SPRAYED  IT 
with  alar,  now  eat 
THE  BLASTED  APPLE*. 


Editorial 

Grove,  Calif.  Pastors  of  large  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  from  across  the 
U.S.  met  there  at  the  invitation  of 
televangelist  Robert  Schuller. 

The  group,  self-defined  as  an  ecu¬ 
menical,  mission-oriented  body,  is 
already  sponsoring  three  outreach 
projects:  A  demonstration  farm  in 
Russia,  a  program  to  support  black- 
owned  businesses  in  South  Africa 
and  a  joint  effort  with  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  dealing  with  gang  violence. 

The  organization  includes  some 
200  pastors  from  14  denominations 
and  church  bodies.  Member  congre¬ 
gations  pay  annual  dues  of  $  1 ,000. 

Dr.  Scoates’  assessment  of  this 
organization  as  “a  quiet  witness  for 
Christ”  notwithstanding,  we  believe 
that  the  long-term  impact  of 
Churches  United  in  Global  Mission 
is  potentially  anything  but  quiet. 
Consider  a  few  pertinent  factors: 

■  Its  interdenominational  member¬ 
ship  base  consists  of  mostly  prosper¬ 
ous,  large-membership  congregations; 


■  It  has  close  ties  to  the  far-flung, 
influential  Schuller  television  min¬ 
istry,  and, 

■  In  a  time  of  skepticism  toward 
established  “old-line”  institutions 
such  as  religious  denominations,  it 
appeals  as  a  “maverick”  that  down¬ 
plays  traditional  differences  among 
Christians  and  focuses  instead  on 
achieving  results  in  widely  support¬ 
ed  mission  efforts. 

In  short,  Churches  United’s  practi¬ 
cal  ecumenism  combined  with  its  im¬ 
plicit  rejection  of  “business  as  usual” 
is  likely  to  strike  large  numbers  of 
loyal,  pragmatic  Christians  as  an  idea 
whose  time  has  come.  Add  to  the 
mix  the  group’s  evident  financial 
clout  and  one  has  a  formula  for — 
dare  one  say  it? — a  movement. 

It  is  premature  unequivocally  to 
applaud  or  dismiss  Churches  Unit¬ 
ed  in  Global  Mission. 

On  the  one  hand,  we  agree  with 
Dr.  Scoates  that,  if  more  can  be 
done  to  promote  the  Christian  wit¬ 
ness,  then  it  is  small-minded  to 
deny  the  group’s  potential  benefits. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  naive  to  ig¬ 
nore  a  similar  potential  for  such  a 
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group  to  drain  support — financial 
and  otherwise — from  the  already 
dwindling  resources  of  mainline  de¬ 
nominational  and  ecumenical  pro¬ 
grams.  One  can  almost  hear  the  battle 
cry  being  raised  anew  for  the  local 
church  option  of  designated  giving! 

A  relevant  lesson  from  2,000 
years  of  church  history,  however, 
applies:  If  church  institutions  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  be  renewed 
from  within,  then  no  one  should  be 
shocked  when  forces  of  renewal  ap¬ 
pear  from  outside  that  challenge — 
and  threaten — the  “old  guard.” 

The  wisdom  of  a  first-century 
Pharisee,  Gamaliel,  who  counseled 
his  contemporaries  regarding  the  up¬ 
start  Christians,  applies  equally  to 
Churches  United  in  Global  Mission: 

“If  what  they  have  planned  and 
done  is  of  human  origin,  it  will  dis¬ 
appear,  but  if  it  comes  from  God 
you  cannot  possibly  defeat  them” 
(Acts  5:38-39  TEV). 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  Ihe  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  I  was  hungry  and  you  gave 
me  food,  I  was  thirsty  and  you  gave 
me  drink,  I  was  a  stranger  and  you 
welcomed  me.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  Corinthians  14:33) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept  12 
Sunday:  Exodus  1 5: 1  b- 1 1 
.Monday:  Exodus  15:20-21 
Tuesday:  Exodus  1 4: 1 9-25 
Wednesday:  Exodus  14:26-31 
Thursday:  Romans  14:1-6 
Friday:  Romans  14:7-12 
Saturday:  Matthew  18:21-35 
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Helping  to  Build  Churches 

Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

4.80% 

1  year  term 

$100 

3.00% 

Flexible 

$100 

2.50% 

*  Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  litde  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  U  nited  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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C.  P.  Minnick 


NOT  SPARED:  For  the  most  part  Hurri¬ 
cane  Emily  missed  the  U.S.  mainland  Aug.  31, 
but  Hatteras  Island  was  not 
spared.  In  response,  Bishop 
Carlton  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C.,  Area)  called  for 
a  Special  Appeal  for  Outer 
Banks  Assistance  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  throughout  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  North 
Carolina  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Sept.  5.  The  six  United 
Methodist  churches  on  Hatteras  Island  each 
had  from  9  inches  to  2  feet  of  water  in  them 
from  the  wind-driven  surges,  and  both  parson¬ 
ages  sustained  extensive  water  damage,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
William  M.  Presnell  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.C. 

WHITE  HOUSE  VISIT:  Several  United 
Methodists  were  among  guests  at  an  interfaith 
breakfast  in  the  State  Dining  Room  of  the 
White  House  Aug.  30.  Bishop  Sharon  Brown 
Christopher  (Minnesota  Area)  said  President 
Bill  Clinton  called  the  religious  community  to 
be  in  dialogue  with  him  to  identify  a  common 
purpose  for  the  common  good  that  respects  the 
diversity  of  the  human  family.  Other  United 
Methodists  attending  included  the  Rev.  John 
Alston  of  Hampstead,  Md.,  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett  of  Washington,  the  Rev.  Ed 
Matthews  and  the  Rev.  Victor  H.  Nixon,  both  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  the  Rev.  Mark  Nakagawa  of 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  the  Rev.  Charles  Stith  of 
Boston  and  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman  of 
Washington. 
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ASBURY  PARK,  N.J.— "We  need  your  ideas 
and  we  need  your  Help,"  the  Rev.  Preval 
Floreal  tells  participants  at  a  recent  United 
Methodist  national  consultation  on  Haitian 
ministries.  He  is  among  church  leaders  help¬ 
ing  some  11,000  Haitian  refugees  seeking 
asylum  in  the  United  States.  A  complete  re¬ 
port  on  the  national  consultation  will  appear 
in  a  subsequent  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


Faiths  warned:  Cooperate  or  Earth  dies 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO — Roving  bands  of 
marauders  from  the  south  cross 
illegally  into  rich  northern  coun¬ 
tries  to  steal,  rape  and  kill. 

Skeletal  refugees  die  at  fiercely 
defended  international  borders. 
Pollution  chokes  a  barren  earth 
unable  to  grow  enough  food  for 
its  12  billion  population. 

Such  a  bleak  21st  Century  fu¬ 
ture  need  not  come  to  pass  if  the 
world’s  religions  will  cooperate 
to  save  the  earth  and  its  people. 

Layman's  challenge 

That  challenge,  issued  to  the 
6,000  participants  at  the  recent 
Parliament  of  the  World’s  Reli¬ 
gions,  came  from  a  global  planner 
and  Lutheran  layman.  Dr.  Gerald 
O.  Barney. 

He  is  the  founder  and  head  of 
the  Millennium  Institute,  a  non¬ 
profit  global  think-tank  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Arlington,  Va. 

Dr.  Barney  spoke  on  the  re¬ 
sults  of  a  study  titled  “Global 
2000  Revisited:  What  Shall  We 
Do?”  His  findings — compiled 
specifically  for  the  religious  par¬ 
liament — updated  a  1980  report 
he  wrote  for  then-President  Jim¬ 
my  Carter. 

Dr.  Barney  said  his  projections 
showed  that  overpopulation,  over- 
reliance  on  petroleum,  pollution 
and  rampant  development  are 
sounding  earth’s  death  knell. 

His  findings,  displayed  on  charts 
projected  on  an  enormous  screen 
behind  the  speaker,  staggered  the 
gathering  into  intense  silence. 

Oil  used  up 

For  instance,  Dr.  Barney  said, 
if  current  consumption  habits 
continue,  earth’s  oil  reserves  will 
be  used  up  within  the  lifetime  of 
a  child  bom  today. 

Instead  of  wasteful  consump¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Barney  summons  the 
earth’s  peoples  to  turn  them¬ 
selves  toward  what  he  called 
“sustainable  development.” 

Such  a  shift  in  thinking  and 
practice  will  require  earth’s  reli¬ 
gions  to  cooperate  on  finding — 
and  backing  politically — common 
ethics  for  population  control,  eco¬ 
nomics  and  environmental  issues, 
he  said. 

“One  question  to  ask  is:  ‘Is 
your  faith  sustainable?’  ”  Dr. 
Barney  asserted.  “I  firmly  be- 
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CHICAGO — Maggie  Kast  dances  to  "He  Walked  in  the  Cool  of 
the  Day,"  an  interpretation  of  Genesis  3:8,  at  the  recent  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  World's  Religions.  Portrayals  of  faith  through  the 

lieve  that  religions  are  essential 
to  our  future.” 

The  global  planner  asked  the 
participating  spiritual  leaders  to 
work  toward  common  under¬ 
standings  on  four  issues: 

S  How  are  we  to  meet  the  le¬ 
gitimate  needs  of  humans  with¬ 
out  destroying  all  life  on  earth? 

■f  What  constitutes  “prog¬ 
ress”  and  how  do  we  achieve  it? 

■f  How  do  we  relate  to  people 
who  are  different  from  us? 

f  How  should  each  world 
faith  tradition  allow  for  criti¬ 
cism,  correction  and  rejection  of 
outworn  ideas  and  inclusion  of 
new  truths,  especially  scientific 
truths  with  spiritual  significance? 

Echoing  the  words  of  Micah 
6:8,  Dr.  Barney  concluded: 

“Earth’s  entry  into  the  next  mil¬ 
lennium  must  be  the  time  when 
humans  begin  to  live  sustainably, 
justly  and  humanely  on  the 
earth.” 


visual  and  performing  arts  were  an  integral  part  of  the  nine- 
day  event,  which  drew  6,000  participants  representing  125 
faiths  around  the  globe. 


Participant:  UMC  lacks  interfaith  interest 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO — United  Method¬ 
ists  were  probably  not  as  well  rep¬ 
resented  at  the  recent  Parliament 
of  the  World’s  Religions  as  they 
should  have  been,  given  their  stat¬ 
ed  commitment  to  ecumenism. 

And  the  aims  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment — to  foster  interreligious 
understanding  and  coopera¬ 
tion — ought  to  be  more  a  part  of 
the  life  of  local  congregations 
than  they  are. 

Those  assessments  came  from 
the  Rev.  Charles  Hambrick,  a  re¬ 
tired  member  of  the  Tennessee  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and,  until  June, 
professor  of  Eastern  religions  at 
Vanderbilt  University  in  Nashville. 

Dr.  Hambrick  and  his  wife, 
Joy,  were  among  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  attended  all  or  part  of 


the  nine-day  parliament. 

The  event  was  co-sponsored  by 
the  church’s  Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference.  Among  the 
meeting  sites  was  Chicago  Tem¬ 
ple,  the  historic  and,  in  effect, 
“First”  United  Methodist  down¬ 
town  congregation. 

“In  Nashville  I  participate  in 
an  interfaith  group  known  as  Fo¬ 
cus,”  Dr.  Hambrick  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “I  plan  to  use  whatever  I 
learn  here  with  that  group. 

“I’m  also  scheduled  in  early 
November  to  speak  to  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  Nashville  ministers  and  I 
plan  to  give  them  a  report  on  the 
parliament.” 

On  the  whole,  however,  Dr. 
Hambrick  said,  he  has  found  that 
United  Methodist  clergy  aren’t 
much  interested  in  interfaith  ef¬ 
forts  in  their  own  communities. 


“Some  years  ago  1  planned  an 
interfaith  week  at  Vanderbilt  Di¬ 
vinity  School,  but  nobody 
came,”  the  scholar  lamented. 

Dr.  Hambrick  said  he  believes 
United  Methodists’  apathy  to¬ 
ward  ecumenical  and  interreli¬ 
gious  efforts  will  prove  a 
handicap  eventually. 

“I  think  that  [apathy]  will 
hamper  them  eventually  in  their 
work  in  their  own  communities, 
because  we  now  live  in  a  multi¬ 
cultural  society,”  he  explained. 

“We’re  so  caught  up  in  our 
own  identity  crisis  and  faith 
struggles  that  we’ve  no  interest  in 
anyone  else. 

“With  our  background  [in  ecu¬ 
menism]  we  ought  to  be  leaders 
in  this  sort  of  thing.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


World  religions'  parliament  holds  lessons  for  Christians 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO — By  worldly  stand¬ 
ards,  the  recent  Parliament  of  the 
World’s  Religions  was  a  success. 

The  event’s  6,000  participants  far 
outstripped  its  anticipated  4,500 
maximum.  World  media  covered 
its  proceedings  assiduously. 

But  did  the  parliament  achieve  its 
organizers’  spiritual  aims?  And 
what  significance  does  the  event 
hold  for  mainline  U.S.  Protestants, 
who  were  represented  among  both 
the  parliament's  co-sponsors  and 
participants? 

Indications  are  that  the  first  ques¬ 
tion’s  answer  is  “yes.” 

Although  spiritual  matters  are 
nearly  impossible  to  quantify,  the 
acts  they  foster  can  be  assessed.  For 
instance,  leaders  of  125  world  reli¬ 
gions  produced  an  historic  docu¬ 
ment,  a  Declaration  of  a  Global 
Ethic,  which  was  ratified  by  the  full 
assembly. 

The  event  trained  6,000  people, 


Commentary 


with  varying  degrees  of  lasting  im¬ 
pact,  in  techniques  for  interreligious 
dialogue  and  conflict  resolution. 

The  parliament  also  acknowl¬ 
edged  and  appropriately  lamented 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  world’s 
conflicts  are  religious  wars. 

Overall  the  nine-day  parliament 
injected  a  seriously  needed  dose  of 
faith-based  goodwill  into  the 
world’s  fearful,  violent  spiritual  at¬ 
mosphere.  As  one  participant  said, 
‘Tve  never  before  been  hugged  by 
so  many  total  strangers.” 

The  parliament  exemplified  several 
spiritual  realities  significant  for  be¬ 
lievers  worldwide,  including  U.S. 
Christians.  Among  them: 

■  People  hunger  for  God. 

The  sheer  numbers  of  those  who 
attended  the  parliament  attest  viv¬ 
idly  to  this  reality. 

Moreover  the  event,  in  its  loca¬ 


tion,  programs  and  actions,  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  this  Spirit-hunger 
is  most  keenly  felt  in  the  rich,  mate¬ 
rialistic  countries  north  of  the  equa¬ 
tor.  As  a  noted  author.  Rabbi 
Harold  Kushner,  has  defined  it,  the 
earth’s  richest  inhabitants  have  dis¬ 
covered  that  possessing  all  they’ve 
ever  wanted  really  isn’t  enough. 

Consequently,  the  challenge  be¬ 
fore  Christians  is  to  meet  this  spiri¬ 
tual  hunger  with  the  Good  News  of 
Christ — not  in  intimidation,  as  has 
been  the  shame  of  Christian  histo¬ 
ry,  but  in  invitation  to  the  power 
that  transforms  lives. 

■  People  hunger  for  peace. 

One  of  the  parliament’s  most  tur¬ 
bulent  moments  came  during  a  ple¬ 
nary,  titled  “Voices  of  the 
Disposessed,”  when  enraged  Hindus 
shouted  down  a  Kashmiri’s  assertion 
that  his  land,  the  Vale  of  Kashmir  be¬ 
tween  India  and  Pakistan,  had  been 
taken  unjustly.  The  confrontation  be¬ 
tween  these  two  ancient  warring  fac¬ 
tions  halted  the  session. 


Shortly  thereafter  an  African  Mus¬ 
lim,  in  cadences  evoking  the  Afri¬ 
can-American  Christian  tradition, 
came  onstage  to  speak  of  peace,  tak¬ 
ing  his  words  from  his  faith’s  sacred 
book,  the  Koran. 

The  irony  of  the  cultural  connec¬ 
tion,  coupled  with  peacemaking  by  a 
follower  of  a  faith  most  often  linked 
today  with  the  word  “terrorist,” 
wasn’t  lost  on  the  gathering. 

The  confrontation  and  its  after- 
math  underscored  how  much  the 
world  needs  the  followers  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  to  be  among  the 
first  to  risk  peacemaking. 

■  People  hunger  for  righteousness. 

The  Declaration  of  a  Global  Ethic 
adopted  by  the  parliament  demon¬ 
strates  that  the  need  for  moral  behav¬ 
ior,  supported  by  spiritual  belief,  is 
worldwide.  Not  only  has  personal  be¬ 
havior  fallen  away  from  holiness,  but 
the  actions  of  nations,  corporations 
and  other  international  systems  con¬ 
tinue  to  oppress  various  groups  of 
people  around  the  globe. 


This  reality  requires  Christians  to 
engage  in  continuous  dialogue  with 
other  faiths  on  what  constitutes  righ¬ 
teousness  across  the  complexity  of 
the  world’s  cultures.  Furthermore, 
those  common  understandings 
should  be  communicated  regularly 
through  every  possible  means  to  the 
world’s  leaders  and  peoples. 

■  People  hunger  for  compassion 
and  love. 

Perhaps  the  single  most  stunning 
event  of  the  parliament  was  the 
speech  by  Dr.  Gerald  O.  Barney  of 
the  Millennium  Institute  (see  related 
story  above).  The  parliament  was 
shocked  into  painful  silence  by  the  fu¬ 
turist's  recitation  of  the  worldwide 
suffering  likely  to  ensue  within  our 
lifetimes  from  unchecked  overpopula¬ 
tion,  overconsumption  and  pollution. 

Yet  Dr.  Barney’s  final  word  was 
one  of  hope,  if  the  world’s  religions 
can  unite  to  work  compassionately 
for  sustainable  global  development. 

For  Christians  this  call  to  unity 
poses  a  dilemma:  How  do  we  stay 


Parliament  of  the 
World’s  Religions 


faithful  to  our  understanding  of 
Christ’s  incarnation  as  an  event 
unique  in  human  history,  yet  work 
mutually  with  people  of  other  faiths 
for  the  sake  of  the  world  God  loves? 

Perhaps  the  best  response  to  this  di¬ 
lemma  lies  in  faithfully  following  the 
words  of  Jesus:  “You  shall  love  the 
Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart, 
and  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all 
your  mind,  and  with  all  your  strength. 
...  You  shall  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself’  (Mark  12:30-31,  NRSV). 


'Adaptive  faith '  called  key  to  vibrant  future  for  church 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Many  Christian 
churches  are  “foot-draggers”  in  a 
“step-on-the-gas”  world,  but  a 
bright  future  is  in  store  for  congre¬ 
gations  that  meet  changing  techno¬ 
logical,  moral  and  global  challenges 
with  an  adaptive  faith. 

Such  was  the  bottom-line  philos¬ 
ophy  affirmed  by  grass-roots  spe¬ 
cialists  in  church  growth  and 
vitality  who  met  recently  at  a 
networking  event  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  “VISION  2000”  leaders. 

VISION  2000,  a  locally  and  re¬ 
gionally  centered  planning-and- 
growth  method,  has  increased 
church  attendance  and  participa¬ 
tion  across  the  church,  according  to 
its  developers. 

“You  can’t  construct  effective 
Christian  ministries  on  prediction. 


hierarchical  control  and  long-range 
planning,”  the  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet, 
chancellor  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  United  Theological  Seminary 
in  Dayton,  Ohio,  told  participants. 

“Did  you  fall  in  love  when  you 
were  in  control?”  he  asked,  getting 
laughs.  “No,  the  best  things  happen  to 
us  when  we  let  go  of  control  and  let 
God  work  in  our  lives.  That’s  what 


the  church  has  to  understand.” 

Dr.  Sweet,  who  has  gained  national 
attention  for  integrating  Christianity 
with  cutting-edge  technology,  de¬ 
scribed  the  vibrant  church  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  as  “post-modem.” 

Among  the  most  salient  differences 
he  cited  between  dying  1950s-style 
churches  and  those  with  full  pews  and 
successful  ministries  for  the  1990s 
and  beyond  is  a  new  preaching  style 
that  invites  discussion. 

He  referred  to  it  as  the  “Oprah-fica- 
tion”  of  preaching,  a  reference  to  pop¬ 
ular  talk-show  host  Oprah  Winfrey. 

Ms.  Winfrey  has  moved  discussion 
of  serious  moral,  social  and  spiritual 
issues  away  from  the  punditry  of  ex¬ 
perts  and  toward  the  common  wom¬ 
an  and  man,  Dr.  Sweet  said. 

He  admonished  pastors  to  consid¬ 
er  the  implications  of  her  style. 

“Oprah  takes  her  microphone 


and  stands  with  the  people  and  lets 
them  ask  questions  and  tell  their 
stories,”  Dr.  Sweet  said. 

A  major  flaw  in  theological  edu¬ 
cation,  Dr.  Sweet  said,  is  that  pas¬ 
tors  are  not  taught  to  communicate 
in  the  language  of  the  common  peo¬ 
ple. 

“Communicating  the  gospel 
means  resonating  with  the  people, 
with  where  they  are  and  what  they 
need,”  he  said. 

During  1992-93,  at  least  14  annu¬ 
al  (regional)  conferences  have 
adopted  VISION  2000  as  their  pri¬ 
mary  church-growth  and  evange¬ 
lism  blueprint. 

Developed  by  the  Revs.  Joe  Har¬ 
ding  and  Ralph  Mohney,  VISION 
2000  was  pioneered  in  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 
That  regional  body  attributes  a 
membership  gain  of  more  than 


3,000  since  1989  to  the  initiative. 

Another  speaker  at  the  VISION 
2000  event,  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris 
of  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  also  heralded 
local  and  regional  church  bodies  that 
exhibit  fluidity  and  a  desire  to  adapt 
to  the  needs  of  a  changing  world. 


PEW  CUSHIONS 


custom  lilted  lo*  your  Dews  Irom  an  excellent  selection 
ol  labncs  and  colors  Free  quotanons' 

—  write  or  coll  -  - 


Waggoners,  Inc. 

PO  Bo«  1054  Hutchinson  KS  67501 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-642-3739 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  i 
The  solution—  15  j 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 

roof  and  electric  step.  _ 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


CLASSIFIED 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR/DIRECTOR  Children  s 
and  Family  Ministries.  600-member,  growth-ori¬ 
ented  church  needs  a  full-time  minister  to  expand 
and  build  programs  for  children  and  families.  Net¬ 
work  with  children’s  agencies  in  the  county.  En¬ 
gage  members  in  mission  to  children  and  families. 
Cooperate  with  experienced  staff  team  in  offering 
intergenerational  events  and  providing  worship 
and  pastoral  care.  Previous  experience  and  elder’s 
ordination  preferred.  A  regional  church.  Salary 
and  benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Search, 
Burlingame  United  Methodist  Church,  1443 
Howard  Avc.,  Burlingame,  CA  94010.  Phone: 
(4 1 5)  344-632 1 .  (San  Francisco  Bay  Area.) _ 

FULL-TIME  ASSISTANT  CAMP  MANAGER. 

Suttlc  Lake  United  Methodist  Camp  and  Retreat 
Center  in  the  scenic  Cascade  mountains  near  Sis¬ 
ters,  Oregon.  Responsibilities:  maintenance  and 
custodial  services,  assisting  with  food  service,  hos¬ 
pitality  services,  etc  Salary,  housing  and  benefits. 
Deadline  for  application  October  5.  Send  cover  let¬ 
ter  and  resume  to:  Rev.  Kevin  T.  Witt,  Camp/Re- 
treat  Office,  I  SOS  S.W  18th,  Portland,  OR  97201 . 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  A  part-time  posi¬ 
tion.  First  UMC,  Clermont.  Church  of  800  + 
members  in  central  Florida  (near  Orlando).  Con¬ 
tact:  Gerald  VanDyken,  Box  120488,  Clermont, 
FL  347 1 2-0488.  _ 

NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 

Kingwood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston 
North  District-  Membership  3250.  Send  resumes 
to:  Jim  Seitz,  Kingwood  United  Methodist  Church, 
1799  Woodland  Hills  Dr.,  Kingwood,  TX  77339. 
Deadline  10/1/93. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULTS  Direc¬ 
tor  position  available.  1500-member  church.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume:  Larry  Hall,  St.  Paul’s 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  696,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88004. 
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= connections 

FAX  NETWORK  UTILIZED:  United 

Methodist  Communications,  the  church’s  offi¬ 
cial  communications  agency,  used  a  developing 
nationwide  fax  network  for  the  first  time  recent¬ 
ly  to  alert  regional  groups  about  a  Sept.  8  one- 
hour  teleconference  showing  what  United 
Methodists  are  doing  to  relieve  suffering  in  the 
water-soaked  U.S.  Midwest.  The  teleconference 
included  a  half-hour  “Why  We  Care"  program 
showing  United  Methodist  response  to  the  Mid¬ 
west  disaster.  The  program  is  designed  for  broad¬ 
cast  on  local  television  as  a  half-hour  program. 


YOUTH  DAY  SLATED:  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas  will  host  some 
1,600  United  Methodist  youths  from  the 
church’s  eight-state  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Nov.  13.  University  officials  said  the  event  is  de¬ 
signed  to  motivate  young  people  to  respond  to  the 
call  to  ministry.  Workshops  will  include  “Careers 
in  Ministry,”  “Life  Goals,”  “Choosing  a  College” 
and  a  special  workshop  for  youth  ministers. 

MARCH  OPENS  ON  'HYMN':  From 

a  platform  erected  over  the  steps  of  the  Lincoln 
Memorial,  a  retired  United  Methodist  minister 
used  the  language  of  faith  to  urge  change  at  the 
recent  30th  anniversary  of  the  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington.  “We  believe  that  this  march  is  not  the 
benediction;  this  march  is  the  opening  hymn!” 
asserted  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery  of  Atlanta.  Dr. 
Lowery  was  senior  pastor  of  Cascade  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta  before  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1992  and  is  president  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference. 

WHITE  HOUSE  CALLS:  Gale  Whitson- 

Schmidt,  treasurer  and  chief  financial  officer  of 
the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Health  Benefits,  had  less 
than  48  hours  to  hop  a 
plane  from  Chicago  to 
Washington  recently  when 
the  White  House  called.  She 
attended  a  ceremony  where 
President  Clinton  an- 
Whitson-Schmidt  nounced  initiatives  in  sup¬ 
port  of  community-development  banking  and 
community  reinvestment.  As  head  of  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  financial  services  division,  she  staffs  its  in¬ 
vestment  committee  and  oversees  investment  of 
a  $5.2  billion  portfolio  for  the  nation’s  largest 
church-pension  fund. 

MINISTRIES  PLANNED:  A  task  force 

overseeing  a  comprehensive  plan  for  United 
Methodist  Native  American  ministries  outlined 
its  goals  for  the  next  three  years  at  a  recent 
meeting  in  Syracuse,  N.Y.  The  plan,  given  the 
go-ahead  by  the  denomination’s  1992  legislative 
General  Conference,  carries  a  $1.02  million 
budget  figure  for  1993-96,  but  the  task  force 
projected  that  only  about  $  1 50,000  a  year  will 
be  available  for  new  Native  American  ministry 
initiatives.  The  Rev.  Sam  Wynn  of  Fayetteville, 
N.C.,  was  elected  task  force  chairman. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


TRANSLATING  MATERIALS 
AND  TRAINING  PASTORS 
ARE  TOP  PRIORITIES! 


j  How  do  clergy  feel  about  themselves? 


Down? 


Said  work 
ilis  not 
Ifullfilling. 


■Said  their  ministry  efforts 
lare  not  worth  the  effort, 


1033  pastors  responded  to  a  recent 
survey  researching  how  pastors 
feel  about  themselves  and  their 
ministries.  Mere's  a  sampling  of 
what  they  told  the  survey's  authors, 
The  Barna  Research  Group. 


■Doubted  their  experience  deepens  4Q% 

|their  relationship  with  Christ.  i* 


■Said  that  ministry  has  made  life  |50% 

■difficult  for  their  family _  1 

I  Said  the  church  is  showing  ’little  53% 

I  positive  impact  on  souls  or  society  ‘ 

I  Said  that  their  experiences  have  decreased  60°/ 

|  their  passion  for  ministry. _ /c 

Rejected  the  idea  that  Christian  adults  are  able  to  67% 
I  effectively  evangelize 

I  jBjr5T  iL ty'i  Fwtyl  by  BwjTt 


U|»? 


logo/  1  said  primary  joys  of  pastoring 
l°°  /0I  are  preaching,  teaching. _ 


50%l  said  ,hat  is  evident  ,h0y have  an 

66%| 

said  they  have  a  strong  desire  to  serve  Christ. 

66%| 

said  it  is  extremely  evident  that  they  love  people. 

said  they  were  a  good  spouse  and  demonstrated  compassion. 


said  that  they  were  above  average  in  modeling  a  Christian  lifestyle. 


expected  some  growth  in  their  congregations  in  the  coming  year. 
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Roseanne's  diner  runs  second 
to  church's  ' mud-out '  packets 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

ELDON,  Iowa — For  the  past 
year,  television  star  Roseanne 
Barr  Arnold’s  “Big  Food"  restau¬ 
rant  has  been  the  talk  of  this 
small  town. 

Not  any  more. 

To  flood  victims  in  this  town 
southeast  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  the 
big  hit  is  two  blocks  up  the  road 
from  Roseanne’s  shiny  white 
diner. 

That’s  where  people  from  Wa¬ 
pello  County  pick  up  “big  bags  of 
food"  at  Eldon  United  Methodist 
Church. 

A  24-foot  truck  drove  up 

It  all  started  on  July  26.  Eldon 
residents  craned  their  necks  and 
waved  away  road  dust  when  a 
24-foot  truck  pulled  up  alongside 
the  church,  carrying  tons  of  food 
and  “mud-out  packets”  from 
United  Methodists  in  the  Virgin¬ 
ia  Annual  Conference. 

Mud-out  packets  contain 
bleach,  disinfectant,  window 
cleaner,  brooms,  mops,  rags, 
sponges  and  paper  towels. 

This  truck  was  part  of  a  con¬ 
voy  of  five  tractor  trailer  trucks 
and  five  24-foot  other  trucks  that 
traveled  to  the  Midwest  from 
Virginia  to  aid  flood  victims. 
The  mission  was  led  by  Ottumwa 
native  the  Rev.  Mark  Ogren,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Farmville  (Va.)  United 
Methodist  Church. 

After  volunteers  in  Eldon  fin¬ 
ished  unloading  the  goods  and 
hoisting  the  boxes  up  to  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  a  makeshift  ramp,  the 


church  had  more  bottles  of 
bleach  in  stock  there  than  the  lo¬ 
cal  grocery  store. 

To  the  dismay  of  Eldon  church 
members,  the  church  basement 
also  looked  like  what  it  had  be¬ 
come  temporarily:  A  disaster-re¬ 
lief  warehouse. 

An  earlier  shipment  of  grocer¬ 
ies  from  Plano,  Texas,  claimed 
part  of  that  space,  while  rows 
upon  rows  of  used  dresses  and 
children’s  clothes  from  Michigan 
covered  the  rest. 

Congregation  'stressed-out' 

The  Rev.  Mary  Shultz,  pastor, 
told  the  Reporter  that  rolls  of  toi¬ 
let  tissue  and  stacks  of  bath  soap 
piled  on  the  pews  “stressed  the 
congregation  out”  at  first,  be¬ 
cause  they  were  not  quite  sure 
how  to  get  rid  of  everything. 

That  all  changed  when  word 
got  out  about  the  contents  of  that 
big  Virginia  truck. 

“The  supplies  came  on  a  Tues¬ 
day,  and,  by  Sunday,  everything 
was  gone,”  said  Ms.  Shultz. 

Now  regular  shipments  of  sup¬ 
plies  come  every  week  from 


across  the  country,  and  church 
members  take  shifts  to  distribute 
the  goods. 

Even  11-year-old  member 
Cindy  Stevens  has  surprised  her 
“unchurched”  family  by  spend¬ 
ing  eight  hours  a  day  passing  out 
candy  and  stuffed  animals  to  the 
town's  children. 

Close  the  church? 

“I  hate  to  say  it,  but  about  five 
years  ago  there  was  talk  around 
the  district  of  possibly  closing 
that  church,”  continued  Ms. 
Shultz,  who  is  also  assigned  to 
the  Agency  (Iowa)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“You  know  the  story.  This  is  a 
little  church  with  a  handful  of 
older  members  that  just  can’t 
sustain  its  financial  responsibil¬ 
ities  and  keep  a  pastor.  But  these 
mission  opportunities  to  the 
flood  victims  have  revived  the 
church.  It's  a  miracle. 

“I’ve  seen  some  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  flood  victims  them¬ 
selves  receive  items,  then  come 
back  to  the  church  and  help  get 
things  ready  for  others.  In  fact, 
the  church  asked  to  be  the  tem¬ 
porary  home  for  the  town’s  con¬ 
gregate  [government  supported] 
meal  program,  since  the  regular 
place  in  the  city  hall  basement 
was  flooded.” 

During  a  recent  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  at  the  Eldon 
church,  Ms.  Shultz  reminded  her 
members  that  the  “mess”  in  the 
sanctuary  continues  to  be  their 
new  “ministry.” 


How  to  help  victims  of  Midwest  flooding 


through 
r  donations  to 
the  Bishops' 
Appeal 


Monetary  gills  in  response  lo  the  Bishops'  Appeal 
should  he  marked:  Bishops'  Appeal  for  Victims  of 

Midwest  Flooding  and  Rain  Damage 
UMCOR  Advance  <901690-5. 


Make  checks  payable  lo:  Advance  GCFA 

and  submit  through  your  local  church  lo  your  annual  conlerence  treasurer 
lor  forwarding  to  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 


by  shipping 
food  and 
supplies  (g[g 


Needed:  Canned  or  dried  loods,  non-perishable  baby  food, 
rubber  gloves,  bed  linens,  construction  materials  and 
tools,  and  hay. 

Ship  to  one  of  fhe  following  warehouses: 


UMCOR  Flood  Relief  Warehouse 

UMCOR  Flood  Relief 

UMCOR  Flood  Relief 

c/o  Christian  Service  Center 

Warehouse 

Warehouse 

2101  Delmar 

1400  Third  Avenue 

1827  McGee 

St.  Louis,  MO.  63103 

Molina,  III.  61265 

Amin  City,  M0.  64108 

Volunteers  for  cleaning  out  and  repairing  flood 
damage  are  needed  throughout  the  Midwest. 

Call  one  of  the  following  numbers  to  make 
arrangements  to  help. 

Kansas  East-  The  Rev.  Uoyd  Moore,  (913)  272-91TI 
Missouri-  Dwayne  Morgan,  (800)  399-7878 
Iowa-  Rebecca  Olmsted,  (319)  524-8438 
Central  Kvois-  Maxine  Raper,  (800)  838-0937 


Call  1-800-554-8583  for  more  information 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 

Some  questions  remain 


In  a  major  disaster  like  the 
Midwest  flood,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  works 
through  a  network  of  executive 
staff,  temporary  staff,  regional 
church  disaster  coordinators, 
consultants  and  volunteers. 

Among  questions  remaining 
for  the  agency  after  several 
weeks’  work  are: 

■  How  long  will  the  three  ma¬ 
jor  warehouses  in  Kansas  City, 


St.  Louis,  and  Moline,  Ill.,  re¬ 
main  open? 

■  Are  there  still  communities 
that  need  food  and  supplies  de¬ 
livered  directly  to  flood-ridden 
areas? 

■  How  can  local  churches 
within  and  outside  the  Midwest 
be  effective  in  implementing  the 
next  stage  after  the  immediate  re¬ 
lief  process? 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Help  provide  Russian  language  Bibles,  Sunday 
school  materials,  spiritual  life  books  and  other 
training  materials  by  contributing  to; 

ADVANCE  #011510-1RA 


Your  contributions  will  also  help  train  pastors 
and  lay  leaders;  develop  seminars  and  courses 
of  study. 

For  futher  information  contact:  Coordinator, 
Russia  Initiative,  Room  1527,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 

New  York,  NY  10115,  Tel:  (212)  870-3682; 

Fax:  (212)  870-3895. 


Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local  church.  Be 
sure  to  write  the  Advance  code  number  on  the 
check.  For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit, 
give  your  gift  to  your  local  church  treasurer.  Gifts  are 
forwarded  to  Advance  GCFA,  P.O.  Box  19001, 
Church  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10277-1106. 


Methodist-Orthodox  talks  move  forward 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Talks  between  World  Methodist 
and  Orthodox  leaders  that  are 
hoped  to  engender  mutual  trust  and 
cooperation,  if  not  complete  Chris¬ 
tian  unity,  took  a  step  forward  re¬ 
cently  in  Istanbul. 

Methodist  and  Orthodox  represen¬ 
tatives  met  in  late  July  with  Orthodox 
Ecumenical  Patriarch  Bartholomew 
to  secure  his  support  for  the  talks. 

In  the  Orthodox  communion,  the 
ecumenical  patriarch  is  considered 
the  spiritual  head  of  the  church  in  a 
manner  similar  to  Catholics’  regard 
for  the  pope.  There  are  15  autono¬ 
mous  Orthodox  churches  related  to 
the  Ecumenical  Patriarchate,  includ¬ 


ing  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

The  Methodist-Orthodox  talks 
have  been  in  the  works  since  first 
approved  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  in  1976. 

The  talks  are  considered  even 
more  important  now  that  Method¬ 
ists  are  resuming  work  in  Russia 
and  other  Eastern  European  coun¬ 
tries  where  Orthodox  Christians  are 
in  the  majority. 

Methodists  along  with  other  Prot¬ 
estant  Christians  have  been  dis¬ 
mayed  in  recent  weeks  by  proposed 
Russian  legislation  that  would  limit 
the  religious  activities  of  foreign 
faith  groups  and  indigenous  believ¬ 
ers  (see  UMR,  Aug.  13). 


The  legislation  apparently  has 
been  prompted  in  part  by  negative 
reactions  among  some  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  leaders  to  insensitive  mis¬ 
sionary  practices  by  some  U.S. 
religious  organizations. 

Because  of  the  complexities  in¬ 
volved  in  gaining  support  from 
Methodism’s  and  Orthodoxy’s  vari¬ 


ous  autonomous  branches,  the  de¬ 
sign  team  expects  it  will  be  1997 
before  preparations  are  complete 
and  formal  talks  ensue. 

When  fully  under  way,  the  talks 
will  bring  together  two  of  the 
world’s  largest  Christian  commu¬ 
nions — the  200-million  Orthodox 
and  the  60-million  Methodist. 


ISTANBUL — World  Methodist  and  Orthodox  leaders  moved  toward 
a  long-awaited  Christian  unity  dialogue  at  a  recent  preparatory 
meeting  with  Orthodox  Ecumenical  Patriarch  Bartholomew  (cen¬ 
ter).  With  him  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  executive  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council;  Bishop  Kallistos  of  Oxford,  England, 
the  Orthodox  co-chair;  the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wainwright,  British 
Methodist  theologian  who  teaches  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University  Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.;  Protopresbyter 
George  Dragas  of  Durham,  England;  and  the  Rev.  Peter  Stephens  of 
Aberdeen,  Scotland. 


^ chermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  deljcious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  - - - i 

I  Free  Information  -  Schermer  s  Specialty  Pecans  • 

J  CH  YESlOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
I  Pecans.  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising 


ripened-to-perfection, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS. 


four  Name  _ 

iroup  s  Name 
four  Address  _ 


Your  Telephone  ( 
Date  of  Sale - 


.  No  Members  Selling  _ 


Return  to  Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


Fo^KriKation,  use  order  form  or  call 
TOU^HfeE  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany.  GA  31706-3650 
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FORWARD  IN 

FAITH 


Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Update 


Total  Pledges .  $6.2  million 

Total  Contributions,  through  July  . $366,068 

Clergy/Challenge  Gifts,  received  in  Aug . $  1 0, 1 20 

Church  Gifts  received  in  Aug . $301,516 

Total  Gifts  through  Aug.  3 1  . $677,704 


Watch  for  regular  reports  on  our  progress. 


Indiana  Conferences  and  UMCOR  give  van  to  Sager-Brown 


§ 

.T.ore  attend  church 
than  watch  the 
Super  Bowl 


Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway 
Executive  Director 
of  Administrative  Services 
Louisiana  Conference 

“How  many  people  do  you  think  go  to  church  every  week  in  Ameri¬ 
ca?”  This  is  a  question  film  critic,  Michael  Medved  asks  at  the  Holly¬ 
wood  parties  he  attends.  “No  one  I  know,”  they  often  answer  as  they 
laugh.  “No,  seriously,”  Medved  insists,  “Guess.”  Usually  they  guess 
about  one  percent.  The  highest  estimate  he  has  heard  is  10  percent. 
The  correct  answer  is:  43  percent  are  in  church  on  any  given  weekend. 
This  is  more  Americans  than  watch  the  Super  Bowl  on  television,  TV's 
biggest  audience!  Some  folks  have  a  lot  to  learn  if  they  think  America 
has  gone  “down  the  tube"  and  that  no  one  has  any  convictions  or  be¬ 
liefs  anymore.  In  fact,  I  think  the  cable  people  have  misjudged  the 
number  of  sincerely  religious  people  in  Louisiana. 

When  people  attend  their  churches,  they  care  not  only  about  their 
own  nurture,  but  also  about  others.  The  United  Methodist  Church  cele¬ 
brates  its  connectionalism  because  it  becomes  our  channel  for  fulfilling 
Jesus’  command  to  “take  His  message  of  salvation  to  the  whole 
world.”  (Matthew  28:19;  Acts  1:8) 

1  want  to  assure  you  that  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  wants  every  Louisiana  United  Methodist  to  know  how 
their  church-wide  apportionments  are  spent  and  then  hopefully  to  take 
pride  in  our  common  achievements. 


Churches  of  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Indiana  Conferences  and 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  have  provided  a  new  van  to 
be  used  at  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  in  Baldwin, 
Rev.  Don  Morgan,  project  supervi¬ 
sor,  reports. 

The  donated  van  will  be  used  in 
the  outreach  ministry  to  persons 
throughout  the  South  Louisiana 
area  and  wherever  needed. 

Instrumental  in  helping  to  secure 
the  vehicle  were  Warren  Helms, 
Mark  Biasing  and  Sam  Phillips,  all 
of  Indiana;  Lloyd  Rollins,  executive 
secretary,  UMCOR,  and  Louisiana 
layperson,  Welton  Brumfield  of 
Amite. 


Cross  and  flame 

The  United  Methodist  symbol, 
the  cross  and  the  flame,  is  embla¬ 
zoned  on  the  door  of  the  van. 

The  vehicle  has  already  been  used 
to  transport  volunteers  to  the  mid¬ 
west  for  flood  relief. 

In  August,  a  delegation  from 
Sager-Brown  went  to  assist  resi¬ 


dents  in  Iowa  recover  from  the 
flooding.  The  team  included  Mayor 
Wayne  Breaux  of  Baldwin,  Kevin 
Morgan,  Wanda  Scott,  Vanetta 
Notto,  Bettye  Foulcard,  Glenn 
Druilhet,  Gail  Polidore  and  Lonnie 
Simoneaux,  team  leader. 

Teams  being  formed 

Rev.  James  Poole,  Conference 
Volunteers  in  Mission  coordinator, 
said  additional  teams  are  currently 
being  organized  to  aid  our  neigh¬ 
bors  in  the  midwest  who  so  gener¬ 
ously  volunteered  their  time  and 
resources  when  Hurricane  Andrew 
hit  our  state. 

Sue  Pugh,  assistant  director, 
Sager-Brown  said  the  next  group  of 
volunteers  will  go  to  northeast  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  to  work  Sept.  24  to 
Oct.  2.  Individuals  or  groups  who 
desire  to  join  the  VIM  team  may 
call  her  at  318-923-4339  for  addi¬ 
tional  information. 

VIM  teams  will  go  to  other  loca¬ 
tions  where  help  is  needed  Oct.  22 
to  Oct.  29  and  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  5. 
Contact  Pugh  about  volunteering 
for  any  of  the  missions. 


Two  notable  aids  to  help  accomplish  this  goal  are: 


t  “The  1994  Budget”  brochure  which  will  be  in  the  hands  of  church 
leaders  in  every  local  church  before  the  year’s  end.  The  purpose  is  to 
graphically  present  the  ministries  and  agencies  supported  by  Louisiana 
United  Methodists. 


t  “A  Portion  Meant  for  Mission”  Fair  is  to  be  held  in  each  of  the 
nine  districts  during  1994.  This  will  be  a  major  project  to  report  clearly 
on  the  use  of  connectional  funds.  It  will  help  us  to  see  that  when  we 
give  to  the  apportionments  we  are  giving  to  specific  and  relevant 
causes.  .-.-.i. .. 


Blackwater  UMC,  an  Inviting 
Church,  is  busy  inviting  people  by 
spot  announcements  on  radio  and 
other  means,  to  participate  in  the 
annual  “Camp  Meetings”  being 
held  Sept.  12,  19  and  26,  Willie  Pet¬ 
ty,  Communication  chair,  reports. 
“All  services,  8:15  and  10:30  a.m. 
and  6:30  p.m.  will  be  informal,  with 
casual  dress,”  she  said.  The  senior 
pastor  is  Rev.  Kirby  Vining. 

Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  retired  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  pastor  and  author 
of  the  humorous  and  inspiring  book 
about  being  a  UM  minister  in  Loui¬ 
siana,  “You  Better  Believe  It” 
spoke  on  the  first  morning. 

Other  morning  worship  service 
speakers  will  be  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Tay¬ 
lor,  pastor,  Christ  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Sept.  19,  and  Rev.  Mike 
Wethey,  associate  pastor,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Sept.  26. 
Social  activities  are  planned  on 
each  of  the  Sundays. 

Gospel  music  and  other  special 
selections  are  being  prepared.  Sing- 
a-longs  will  be  part  of  the  evening 
services  at  which  the  associate  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Tom  Dolph,  will  preach. 


Warren  UMC,  Lake  Charles 
where  the  pastor  is  Rev.  Macky  R. 
Giles  observed  Christian  Education 
Sunday  on  Aug.  29  during  the 
morning  worship  service.  “In  Praise 
of  Teachers”  was  the  theme.  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachers  were  recog¬ 
nized. 

Irvin  Abraham  was  cited  for  hav¬ 
ing  perfect  attendance  at  Sunday 
school  for  the  past  three  years  and 
Edna  Boutte  was  recognized  for  be¬ 
ing  present  every  Sunday  for  a  year. 

Students  being  promoted  re¬ 
ceived  certificates  and  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  awards  for  August  were 
presented.  Teachers  for  the  1993-94 
session  were  installed.  Jean  E. 
McClain  is  Sunday  school  superin¬ 
tendent  and  Mary  R.  Parker  is  chair 
of  Christian  Education. 

*  *  * 

“How  People  Grieve,”  a  Grief 
Loss  Seminar  will  be  sponsored  by 
Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Sept.  18,  from  9  a.m.  to  2:30 
p.m.  Purpose  is  to  prepare  persons 


ing  in  assisting  the  local  UMW  have 
been  area  persons  who  buy  tickets 
to  the  benefit. 

This  year  the  “Mission  Carnival” 
is  set  for  Oct.  5  at  the  church.  A  new 
attraction  will  be  a  juried  craft 
show.  Judy  Zollinger,  benefit  chair, 
said,  “We  have  space  for  35  persons 
to  display  and  sell  their  handiwork. 
They  will  be  chosen  for  their  diver¬ 
sity  and  product  quality.” 

To  inquire  about  tickets  to  the 
entire  event  or  just  to  the  craft  sale 
contact  Jane  Cope  (504)  275-4776. 
Dr.  Charles  Simmons  is  senior  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

A  large  Texas  flag  and  a  banner 
welcomed  the  Emmaus  Singers  of 
Travis  Park  UMC,  San  Antonio,  to 
Louisiana  this  past  summer  when 
the  youth  choir  sang  at  the  First 
UMC,  Franklin. 

The  young  people  were  guests  in 
the  homes  of  church  members. 
Lunch  was  prepared  and  served  by 
the  UMW. 

“The  concert  and  visit  of  the 
youth  choir  was  a  highlight  of  1993 
in  our  church,”  Ann  C.  Joyner, 
communications  coordinator,  said. 
Rev.  Bill  Rowell  is  pastor. 

Some  of  the  Texas  youths  stayed 
to  participate  in  a  work  camp  with 
others  from  several  states.  They 
helped  to  repair  and  build  storm- 
damaged  homes  in  the  area. 

*  *  * 

When  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  District,  held  a  mini-Bible 
School  on  the  week-end  of  Aug.  20- 
22,  some  of  the  adults  who  partici¬ 
pated  as  teachers  remembered  they 
were  children  when  the  last  Bible 
School  was  held  in  the  church. 

“Even  though  only  three  pre¬ 
schoolers  and  one  five-year-old 
child  attend  Mt.  Zion  church,  the 
members  decided  to  step  out  on 
faith,  plan  a  Bible  school  and  trust 
God  to  bring  the  children,”  Rev. 
Sandi  Huber,  pastor,  said.  “They 
planned  and  God  brought  nine  chil¬ 
dren  to  Bible  school.  It  is  a  toss-up 
as  to  who  had  more  fun,  the  chil¬ 
dren  or  the  adults.” 

Another  school  is  being  talked 
about  for  next  year. 


Timothy  Hebert,  historian,  displays  weekly  copies  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodist,  the  conference  newspaper,  at  First  UMC,  Hou¬ 
ma,  where  the  pastor  is  Dr.  Alan  Dee  Einsel.  Subscription  blanks  are 
provided  for  those  who  desire  to  get  copies  delivered  to  their 
homes.  Hebert  suggests  this  for  other  churches.  In  celebration  of 
150  years  of  Methodism  in  Terrebonne  Parish,  he  is  writing  a  histo¬ 
ry  of  Methodism  in  the  area.  He  asks  persons  who  have  information 
to  write  him  at  the  church,  P.O.  Box  1416,  Houma,  70361. 


Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Alexandria  District  held  a  weekend  mini-Bible 
School  Aug.  20-22.  The  children  and  teachers  are  pictured  here  in 
the  church. 


Walter  Parker,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  and  a  layperson  who  has  been  a  volunteer  at  the 
center  since  the  relief  effort  started  more  than  a  year  ago,  prepares 
to  pick  up  supplies  in  the  new  van  donated  by  the  UM  churches  of 
Northern  and  Southern  Indiana  Conferences  and  UMCOR. 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  not  only  attend  worship,  they  also 
serve  the  Lord. 


Kevin  Morgan  and  Vanetta  Notto,  representing  Sager-Brown,  load  a 
trailer  for  a  trip  to  Iowa  to  assist  with  flood  relief . 


Around  the  Conference 


In  Memoriam 


Mission  fund-raiser  chairs  for  1992  and  1993,  Judy  Zollinger,  LEFT, 
and  Sharon  Detlefs,  are  pictured  at  last  year's  "Mission  Carnival" 
sponsored  by  the  UMW  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


Claiborne  Sharp  audio  director  at 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  for  1 7  years 
and  adjunct  professor  of  Computer 
Science  at  LSU-Shreveport,  men¬ 
tioned  a  class  of  interest  to  church 
communicators. 

A  Sound  System  Design  Opera¬ 
tion  Class  will  be  held  in  the  church 


LLt.-i — - i '1 '  ■  ■  ,  /«. 

This  summer  First  UMC,  Frank¬ 
lin,  was  host  to  the  youth  choir 
The  Emmaus  Singers  of  Travis 
Park  UMC,  San  Antonio. 


pel  and  was  at  one  time  associate  of 
St.  Paul  UMC  in  Monroe. 

*  *  * 

Irene  Hall,  59,  wife  of  Rev.  Laur¬ 
ence  E.  Hall,  pastor  of  Jackson  Cha- 
pel-St.  Peter  UM  Charge  in  Baker, 
died  Aug.  21. 

Funeral  was  held  in  Jordan  UMC 
Aug.  27.  Burial  was  the  next  day  in 
Ethel,  La. 

*  *  * 

G.  W.  “Bill”  James  Sr.,  84,  of  T. 
L.  James  and  Co.  in  Ruston,  long¬ 
time  supporters  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  projects,  died  Aug.  23  in 
Vancouver,  Canada.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  Aug.  26  in  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  and  burial  was  in 
Ruston. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  La- 
vaga,  and  two  sons,  G.  W.  “Billy” 
James  Jr.  and  Thomas  D.  James, 
both  of  Ruston,  eight  grandchildren 
and  seven  great-grandchildren. 


to  deal  with  death,  grief  and  loss  of 
loved  ones. 

Leaders  will  be  Edgar  Guedry  and 
Patsy  Swahler,  Certified  Social 
Workers;  Wayne  Laird,  Licensed 
Funeral  Director,  and  Terrisa  Muf- 
fletta,  registered  nurse.  A  $5  regis¬ 
tration  fee  will  include  lunch.  To 
register  or  receive  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  Jodi  Jones,  (504)  6651274, 
in  Watson. 

*  *  * 

A  new  library  is  being  organized 
at  First  UMC,  Thibodaux  where 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash  is  pastor.  Bever¬ 
ly  Dorris  is  chair  of  the  hard-work¬ 
ing  library  committee.  Members 
have  been  meeting  weekly  to  type 
catalog  cards,  pocket  labels  and 
check-out  cards  and  to  organize  the 
books.  Donations  have  included  the 
entire  works  of  John  Wesley  given 
by  Judge  Sid  Ordoyne  Jr.  Girl  and 
Boy  Scout  troops  and  individuals 
have  donated  in  memory  and  in 
honor  of  loved  ones  to  add  to  the 
collection.  An  open  house  and  dedi¬ 
cation  are  planned. 


Saturday,  Oct.  30,  from  9:30  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.  The  one-day  class  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Continuing  Education 
Class  of  the  university  branch  and 
the  church.  Registration  of  $45  in¬ 
cludes  lunch.  Contact:  Division  of 
Continuing  Education,  (318)  797- 
5306,  before  Oct.  25. 


For  over  25  years,  the  UMW  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  has 
raised  money  for  missions  at  an  an¬ 
nual  fund-raiser  on  the  first  Tues¬ 
day  of  October.  For  years  it  was  a 
Taste  Fair  and  now  is  a  luncheon/ 
style  show,  bake  and  craft  sale.  Of 
the  funds  raised,  over  $75,000  went 
to  mission  work  in  Louisiana.  Join- 


Rev.  J  Monroe  Wilkes,  72,  retired 
Louisiana  Conference  minister 
serving  as  pastor  of  Carpenter’s 
Chapel  in  Walker,  was  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident  Sept.  3.  The 
funeral  was  Sept.  5  in  Denham 
Springs  and  burial  was  in  Walker. 

Wilkes  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Joyce,  two  daughters,  Alice  W.  Bass 
of  Clinton  and  Margaret  W.  Corbitt 
of  Denham  Springs  and  a  son,  Rus¬ 
sell  B.  Wilkes  of  Clyde,  Texas. 

For  26  years  Wilkes  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Camp  Istrouma  in  Greenwell 
Springs. 


Rev.  Robert  Addison,  50,  pastor 
of  Mt.  Olive  UMC  in  Bastrop  and 
St.  James  UMC  in  Monroe,  died 
Aug.  21  in  Monroe.  The  funeral  was 
held  in  Monroe  on  Aug.  28.  He  for¬ 
merly  served  as  minister  of  Mt. 
Nebo  UMC  and  Lawson  UM  Cha- 
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What  makes  church  space  'sacred'? 


Crises  can  prompt  worthwhile  re¬ 
flection  about  matters  whose  spiri¬ 
tual  significance  might  otherwise  be 
overlooked. 

“Sacred  space”  is  one  such  matter. 

In  that  regard,  the  recent  experi¬ 
ence  of  Eldon  United  Methodist 
Church  in  flood-stricken  Iowa  is  il¬ 
luminating  (see  UMR,  Sept.  10). 

We  don’t  know  whether  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Eldon  church  ever  used 
the  term  “sacred  space.”  We  do 
know  that,  at  first,  they  raised  their 
eyebrows  at  the  use  of  their  small 
church  as  a  “disaster  relief  center." 

No  wonder.  They  had  no  idea 
when  or  how  they’d  get  rid  of  all  the 
"mess” — clothing,  “mud-out  pack¬ 
ets,”  toilet  tissue,  you  name  it — 
stacked  in  their  basement. 

They  could  be  forgiven  for  ask¬ 
ing,  ;n  effect:  “Is  this  a  church,  a 
suppiy  depot,  or  what?” 

In  other  words,  is  this  “mess”  vi¬ 
olating,  albeit  temporarily,  “sacred 
space"  by  altering  its  designated  use 
as  a  place  of  worship  and  of  explic¬ 
itly  Christian  activity? 

Countless  congregations  have  de¬ 
bated  that  question  in  one  form  or 
another  or  some  day  will.  Their  de¬ 
bates  go  something  like  this: 

■  Turn  the  building  over  to  the 
youth  group  for  an  overnight  “lock- 
in?”  Are  you  crazy? 

■  Start  a  food  kitchen?  Won’t  it 
interfere  with  people  who  come  for 
prayer  and  solitude? 

■  Use  a  rock  band  for  worship  in 
the  sanctuary?  Blasphemy!  (Or 


Editorial 


might  it  be  blessing?) 

We  believe  tensions  resulting  from 
such  “crises”  regarding  the  use  of 
church  property  can  be  fruitful  and 
redemptive.  They  therefore  should 
not  be  avoided  or  suppressed,  as  they 
often  are,  simply  because  they  threat¬ 
en  to  “rock  the  boat.” 

Among  other  things,  confronting 
such  tensions  when  they  arise  can 
compel  individuals  and  congrega¬ 
tions  to  clarify  their  understanding 
of  what  “sacred  space”  really  is,  in¬ 
cluding  exactly  what  makes  space — 
and  the  activity  that  happens  in 
it — “sacred”  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

In  the  process,  they  should  con¬ 
sider  the  root  meaning  of  sacred 
(“sacer”).  It  can  be  both  “holy”  and 
“taboo”  or  “forbidden.”  How  does 
space  become  holy?  What,  if  any¬ 
thing,  must  be  forbidden  to  prevent 
desecrating  such  space? 

Happily,  the  United  Methodists 
in  Eldon,  Iowa,  seem  to  have  dis¬ 
covered  some  such  answer  for 
themselves  as  they  experienced  the 
joy  of  helping  distribute  relief  sup¬ 
plies  to  flood  victims. 

“These  mission  opportunities  to 
the  flood  victims  have  revived  the 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Mary  Shultz, 
the  church’s  pastor.  “It’s  a  miracle.” 

As  a  result,  she  said,  the  “mess” 
in  the  church  basement  has  become 
the  impetus  to  a  new  form  of  minis¬ 
try  for  the  congregation. 
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Bags  of  groceries  for  flood  relief  neither  define  nor  defile  what  is 
meant  by  "sacred  space"  in  our  churches.  Rather,  space  acquires  or 
loses  its  sacred  dimension  in  direct  relationship  to  how  we  use  it, 
says  the  accompanying  editorial. 


Hence,  a  stab  at  a  definition:  For 
Christians,  “sacred  space”  is  any 
space  whose  use  enables  people  to 
follow  Jesus’  command  to  love  God 
and  neighbor. 

One  lesson  seems  clear  from  the 
Eldon  experience:  Maintaining  the 
sacred  dimension  of  a  church’s  space 


does  not  necessarily  mean  preserving 
“the  way  things  have  always  been.” 

Rather,  space  acquires  or  loses  its 
sacred  dimension  in  direct  relation¬ 
ship  to  how  we  use  it,  or  fail  to,  to 
expand  love’s  reach,  both  upward 
to  God  and  outward  toward  a  world 
in  need. 


'Lists'  can  exclude 
as  well  as  include 


8y  CHUCK  COOPER 

Several  weeks  ago  1  received  a 
surprising  call.  It  was  from  my 
best  friend  in  high  school,  Fred 
Staible. 

It’s  been  almost  30  years  since 
I’ve  graduated  from  high  school. 
Fred  and  I  run  into  each  other 
from  time  to  time.  Each  time  our 
paths  cross  it  seems  like  we  are 
close  friends  once  again. 

We  met  for  lunch,  renewed  our 
friendship  and  then  went  on  our 
way.  It’s  amazing  how  this 
friendship  continues  through  the 
years  without  much  help. 

As  I  drove  away  from  lunch  I 
began  to  think  about  how  people 
seem  to  make  friendships  and 
how  some  people  exclude. 

One  of  the  most  important  is¬ 
sues  in  the  United  States  today  is 
the  issue  around  inclusion  and 
exclusion. 

Do  we  include  people  of  differ¬ 
ing  racial  and  cultural  back¬ 
grounds?  Do  we  include  only  the 
folks  who  are  in  our  “social”  or 
economic  comfort  zone?  Do  we 
include  only  those  people  who 
think  like  we  do?  Who  do  we  re¬ 
ject? 

Frankly,  1  enjoy  some  people 
more  than  others.  1  pick  my 
friends.  People  choose  to  call  me 
friend  or  not. 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Charles  Cooper  is  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Broomfield  (Colo). 
United  Methodist  Church. 


But  what  concerns  me  is  a 
trend  I  see  where  more  and  more 
people  want  to  make  lists  of 
those  who  are  “included”  and 
those  who  are  “excluded.”  It  goes 
beyond  picking  friends  It  can 
hurt  people  in  many  ways  when 
we  “exclude”  and  degrade  them 
because  we  have  excluded  them. 

One  day  a  minister  from  an¬ 
other  church  in  Broomfield 
asked  me  why  we  let  the  Jews 
meet  here.  I  asked  why  he  was 
asking.  He  replied,  “Well,  they’re 
not  Christians.”  “Yes,  I  figured 
that  out,  but  many  of  the  folks  in 
the  Bible  were ...” 

Why  do  some  people  feel  that 
others  must  look  like  them,  live 
like  them,  think  and  believe  like 
them  before  they  can  accept 
them?  Isn’t  it  possible  that  there 
might  be  more  than  one  right  an¬ 
swer  to  life? 

Couldn’t  it  be  possible  that 
God  is  big  enough  to  love  more 
than  one  way  of  doing  things? 


White  males:  Are  they  today's  real  minority  group? 


I  would  like  to  comment  on  the 
statement  in  the  Aug.  6  issue  of  the 
Reporter  by  Bishop  Roy  Sano  that 
says,  “It’s  time  to  apologize  to 
white  males.” 

When  both  of  my  sons  came 
home  from  college,  they  were  saying 
things  like,  “We  ought  to  be  sorry 
for  women  and  other  minorities.” 

A  few  years  ago  both  of  them  had 
to  change  jobs  and  were  on  a  job 
hunt.  You  should  have  heard  them 
then  about  the  difficulty  in  getting  a 
job  because  of  an  affirmative  action 
quota  or  the  fact  that  young  married 
women  will  work  for  less  money. 

They  realized  then  that  we  white 
men  are  the  real  minority  these 
days  when  it  comes  to  having  rights. 

Earlier  this  year  women’s  groups 
and  corporations  sponsored  a  “Take 
our  daughters  to  work”  day.  Mothers 
and  other  sponsors  were  encouraged 
to  show  girls  their  work  places. 

1  think  that  we  men  should  do  the 
same  for  sons. 

Gordon  R.  Zoerb 
Manitowoc,  Wisconsin 

Double-minded? 

Keith  Cane,  author  of  a  letter  to 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


President  Clinton,  encouraged  the 
President  to  lift  the  ban  on  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  the  military. 

Mr.  Cane  was  also  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing,  “I  regard  homosexuality  as  a 
sin,  but  I  think  they  should  have 
their  rights.” 

Sounds  “double-minded”  (re¬ 
member  the  book  of  James?)  to  me. 
Might  as  well  give  broader  “rights” 
to  pedophiles,  prostitutes  and  abor¬ 
tionists. 

Steven  F.  Baker 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Doubly  painful 

As  a  member  of  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  as  well 
as  a  card-carrying  United  Methodist, 
I  find  it  doubly  painful  to  read  an  ar¬ 
ticle  such  as  James  V.  Heidinger’s  in 
the  Aug.  1 3  Reporter. 

It’s  shocking  to  me  that  he  will 
even  dare  to  use  such  insulting 


terms  as  the  following: 

“We  must  be  ready  to  be  called 
homophobes  and  gay-bashers,  al¬ 
though  we  are  not  and  no  evangeli¬ 
cal  should  be.  .  .  .  insidious, 
continued  push  for  acceptance  of 
the  practice  of  homosexuality.” 

Doesn’t  he  realize  that  these  are 
real  God-fearing  Christians  he  is  so 
flip  with?  Hasn’t  he  read  anything 
that  substantiates  that  gay  people  are 
probably  bom  with  that  orientation? 
It’s  out  there  and  well  documented. 

Paul  Van  Order 
Houston,  Texas 

What's  wanted? 

I  find  the  conclusions  of  the  re¬ 
cent  survey  on  the  primary  role  of 
the  clergy  to  be  of  great  concern  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  30). 

Though  some  roles  are  not  clearly 
defined,  it  would  seem  that  the 
skills  chosen  were  understood  by 
those  surveyed. 

The  vast  majority  of  church 
members  want  a  gifted  public 
speaker  and  an  excellent  business 
manager.  This  result,  I  would  sug¬ 


gest,  says  a  great  deal  more  about 
the  direction  of  our  church  and  its 
problems. 

Christ  did  not  chose  his  disciples 
for  their  gifted  public  speaking  abil¬ 
ities  or  their  proven  business  expe¬ 
rience.  Otherwise  he  would  have 
chosen  politicians  and  corporate 
business  executives  instead  of  fish¬ 


ermen. 


Patsy  J.  Jones 
Dublin,  Texas 


I  do  have  a  choice 

A  letter  to  the  editor  by  Florence 
Hunsberger  in  the  Aug.  13  issue 
strikes  a  nerve.  She  was  “offended” 
by  Glenn  Ethridge’s  linking  of  “ho¬ 
mosexuals,”  “thieves”  and  “adul¬ 
terers.” 

Had  Ms.  Hunsberger  been  up  on 
her  Bible,  she  would  have  recog¬ 
nized  that  Mr.  Ethridge’s  coupling 
came  from  I  Corinthians  6:9-10. 


“Drunkards”  also  might  have  been 
included  but  was  not. 

Ms.  Hunsberger  may  be  thor¬ 
oughly  Calvinistic  in  her  theology 
of  irresistible  grace  and  irresistible 
damnation,  but  I  remain  a  son  of 
John  Wesley.  My  Arminianism  tells 
me  that  I  do  indeed  have  a  choice. 
It  is  up  to  me  to  make  it. 

Charles  Robert  Bruce 
St.  Cloud,  Florida 


Pontius'  Puddle 
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'We  badly  need  revivals  that  talk  about  Christian  faith' 


By  GERALD  E.  FORSHEY 

Recent  statistics  suggest  a  steadi¬ 
ly  falling  church  membership,  an 
increasingly  large  population  over 
50  in  them,  an  anarchic  abandon¬ 
ment  of  the  cities  with  its  African- 
Americans,  Hispanics,  and 
marginal  working  class  whites,  and 
social  attitudes  which  suggest  that 
American  demographics  determine 
our  social  righteousness. 

Some  of  our  brothers  and  sisters 
suggest  that  our  church’s  Social 
Principals  have  caused  the  problem, 
but  a  cursory  check  shows  that  very 
few  are  angry  at  the  church  any 
more.  It  just  doesn’t  make  much 
difference. 

Room  at  the  church 

You  can  sit  in  almost  any  pew  in 
most  suburban  churches  built  in  the 
’40s  or  ’50s  these  days,  but  you  will 
have  to  wait  a  half  hour  to  get  a  seat 
in  a  restaurant  a  block  away. 

The  American  religion  is  science, 
not  Christianity.  Every  time  you 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Cerald  F.  Forshey  is  a 
professor  at  Daley  Community  Col¬ 
lege  in  Chicago  and  a  member  of 
the  Northern  Illinois  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

turn  on  the  key  to  your  car  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  things  begin  to  happen  se¬ 
quentially,  you  prove  the  reality  of 
science.  Every  time  you  watch  the 
news  from  Iraq,  San  Francisco,  Ge¬ 
neva  or  outer  space,  science  vali¬ 
dates  its  beliefs.  Trying  to  match 
that  consistency  with  prayer  is  diffi¬ 
cult  at  best. 

The  ethics  that  go  along  with  that 
worldview  have  their  problems:  In¬ 
dustrial  pollution,  irrational  behav¬ 
ior  such  as  drug  and  alcohol 
addiction,  broken  marriage  cove¬ 
nants,  confusion  about  sexual  eth¬ 
ics,  and  a  general  malaise  about  the 
meaninglessness  of  it  all. 

After  you’ve  got  a  swimming  pool 


and  a  BMW,  should  you  sell  your 
RJR  Nabisco  stock?  And  doesn’t 
the  New  World  Order  vaguely 
sound  like  Third  Reich  rhetoric 
when  Saddam  (Hitler?)  Hussein 
continues  to  kill  Shi’ites  and  Kurds? 

In  our  church  we  have  tried  ad¬ 
mirably  to  redress  the  grievances  of 
the  minorities,  living  with  a  quota 
system  that  has  fostered  participa¬ 
tion  undreamed  of  a  generation  ago. 

'Following  the  path' 

At  the  same  time,  our  African- 
American  churches  have  become 
more  middle  class  than  they  were  in 
1939  at  merger,  our  Korean 
churches  are  following  the  path  of 
the  Swedish,  French,  German  and 
other  ethnic  European  churches  at 
the  beginning  of  this  centum  and 
clergywomen  are  overwhelmingly  in 
the  less-than-200-member  churches 
because  there  are  far  fewer  middle- 
level  churches  to  go  to. 

We  have  assumed  that  if  we  got 
the  right  people  around  the  table, 
we  would  make  the  right  decisions 
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about  mission,  but  instead  we  seem 
to  have  more  problems  than  ever  as 
we  slowly  decline. 

If  you  want  to  understand  the 
way  our  churches  work,  read  busi¬ 
ness  ethics  rather  than  Christian 
ethics. 

Management  style,  affirmative 
action,  vocation,  consumerism,  en¬ 
vironmental  action  have  helped  me 
understand  our  behavior  as  we  live 
it.  The  resident  theologian  of  most 
churches,  with  their  cost/benefit  an¬ 
alyses  (mission  vs.  pastoral  salaries 
and  building  needs),  is  Jeremy  Ben- 
tham’s  "utilitarianism.”  No  wonder 
we  want  to  love  our  neighbor  and 
kill  Saddam. 

We  have  no  time  to  discuss  these 
issues  in  our  churches  or  in  their 
meetings.  The  mass  media  discuss 
them  for  us,  and  that  is  almost 
enough.  We  have  our  jobs  to  do  and 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Not  that  I  am  referring  to  being 
in  need;  for  I  have  learned  to  be 
content  with  whatever  I  have.” 


our  lives  to  live  and  children  who 
want  $  1 60  sneakers  and  brand  names 
on  the  outside  of  their  clothing. 

We  badly  need  some  revivals 
where  we  talk  about  faith  in  a  world 
where  our  help  is  in  the  Patriot  mis¬ 
siles,  where  women  no  longer  have 
time  for  the  church  if  they  are  to 
work  and  raise  a  family,  and  where 
our  shopping  malls  exclude  the 
homeless. 

We  need  to  think  about  both  plu¬ 
ralism  and  mission,  recognizing 
that  the  ethnic  minorities  are  as 
varied  as  the  rest  of  us.  And  we 


need  to  talk  about  spirituality  and 
ordained  ministry  in  a  world  of  pro¬ 
fessionals  and  entertainers. 

We  need  a  moral  revival,  a  spiri¬ 
tual  revival,  a  United  Methodist  re¬ 
vival,  for  the  sake  of  ministering  to 
the  world  and  the  church. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church. 

Submit  an  article  for  consideration  (two 
typed,  double-spaced  pages  maximum 
length)  to  "Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  25:35) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept  19 

Sunday:  Psalm  105:1-6 
Monday:  Psalm  105:37-45 
Tu?\day:  Exodus  16:2-8 
Wednesday:  Exodus  16:9-15 
Thursday:  Philippians  1:21-26 
Friday:  Philippians  1:27-30 
Saturday:  Matthew  20: 1-1 6 


“Substantive  information 
which  goes  far  beyond  the 
secular  media...” 

■ 

“A  wonderfully  executed, 
well-designed  example 
of  Christian  journalism!” 


New  World  Outlook 

A  great  gift  for  Christmas  £**»£ 

The  mission  magazine  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
Write  to:  New  World  Outlook,  Service  Center, 

7820  Pleading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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CREDITS  THE  CHURCH:  a  woman 

who  credits  The  United  Methodist  Church  with 
giving  her  a  start  toward  her  new  position  was 
confirmed  Sept,  7  by  the  Senate  as  U.S.  Surgeon 
General.  Dr.  Joycelyn  Elders,  59,  was  President 
Clinton's  first  choice.  During  her  nomination 
hearings  this  summer  she  told  the  Senate  Labor 
and  Human  Resources  Committee  that  the 
church  "helped  me  reach  the  first  rung  of  the 
ladder  that  enabled  me  to  be  here  today.”  Later 
she  told  United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
being  reared  in  the  church  has  provided  “my 
bearings — what  I  feci — how  I  approach  life.  I 
really  believe  that  God  knows  best.” 

RESTRICTIONS  STAND:  The  Associat¬ 
ed  Press,  one  of  the  world’s  most  widely  circu¬ 
lated  news  services,  has  reversed  a  story  in 
which  it  reported  that  the  Russian  Parliament 
had  dropped  efforts  to  restrict  foreign  religious 
activity  in  the  Russian  Republic.  According  to 
the  Nashville-based  Baptist  Press,  AP’s  Moscow 
bureau  has  determined  that  the  controversial 
law  still  contains  the  restrictions.  The  law, 
which  President  Boris  Yeltsin  has  not  signed, 
places  restrictions  on  foreign  missionary  activi¬ 
ty  by  Russians  not  associated  with  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church.  “Human  rights  experts 
seemed  to  agree  that  the  Associated  Press  fell 
victim”  to  a  “disinformation  campaign”  by  the 
Russian  media,  according  to  a  Baptist  Press 
news  release. 

STREAMLINING  TO  COME?  Antici¬ 
pating  funding  shortfalls  in  1993  and  during  the 
next  several  years,  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  officials 
are  expected  to  provide  spe¬ 
cific  recommendations  to¬ 
ward  a  streamlined  staff 
when  the  board  meets  Oct. 

15-22  for  its  annual  meeting 
in  Stamford,  Conn.  The  Rev. 

Randolph  Nugent,  the  agen-  Randolph  Nugent 
cy’s  general  secretary,  told  executive  staff  mem¬ 
bers  during  a  Sept.  7  meeting  at  the  board’s 
headquarters,  “We  cannot  sustain  (financially) 
what  we  now  have.” 

HOPEFUL  RESOLUTIONS:  Principles 
of  mutual  recognition  agreed  on  by  Israel  and 
the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization  last  week 
are  “surprising  and  hopeful,”  says  the  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Methodist  Council.  The 
Rev.  Joe  Hale  said  the  council  has  been  con¬ 
cerned  that  Israelis  are  able  to  live  in  security  in 
Israel  and  that  the  basic  rights  of  Palestinians 
have  been  preserved.  “There  is  hope,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “that  Jerusalem,  a  city  unique  in  all  the 
world,  may  in  our  lifetime  become  for  all  people 
the  noblest  example  of  peace  on  earth.” 

MEET  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA:  Konrad 

Raiser,  general  secretary  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  announced  recently  that  the  coun¬ 
cil's  Central  Committee  will  meet  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  in  January  1994.  Dr.  Raiser  said  that  the 
decision  to  hold  the  meeting  there  had  “great 
symbolic  significance,”  particularly  as  the  year 
marks  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  council’s  Pro- 
;  gram  to  Combat  Racism. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


J\  Readers* 

V  Top  Ten  Hymnal  Hits 

1.  Here  1  ftm,  Lord  (1981)  #593 

a  Hymn  of  Promise  (1986)  #707 

••  (In  the  bulb  thora  i$  « 

}  Spirit  Song  (1979)  #347 

*•  |0  III  Hw  Son  of  6od  oofold  you...) 

4,  Because  He  Lives  (1971)  #364 

t  Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness  (1923) 
#140 

6.  He  Touched  Me  (1963)  #367 

•j  Morning  Has  Broken  (1931) 

'*  #145 

0  My  Tribute  (1971)  #99 

(To  God  bo  Hw  glory...) 

9.  On  Eagle's  tilings  (1979)  #143 

IQ  Tu*  has  venido  a  la  orilla 
*  (1987)  #344 

(Lord,  you  bovs  com®  to  tbe  laketbore...) 

Runners-up: 

Victory  in  Jesus  #370;  Lord  of  the  Dance 
#261;  Majesty,  Worship  His  Majesty  #176; 
God  of  the  Sparrow  #122;  Let  There  Be 
Peace  on  Earth  #431;  Freely,  Freely  #389; 
Pass  It  On  #572;  He  Lives  #310;  Jesu, 

Jesu  #432;  Lift  High  the  Cross  #159. 

Survey:  Too 
much  love  for 
just  five  picks 

The  Reporter’s  survey  revealed  more 
than  a  ranking  of  popular  hymns.  Some  re¬ 
spondents  wrote  love  letters  to  the  hymnal 
expressing  how  much  their  congregations 
were  enjoying  it. 

Many  people  could  not  limit  their  selec¬ 
tions  to  five  as  requested  in  the  survey 
form.  They  wrote  all  over  the  margins  and 
any  place  else  they  could  find  to  include 
their  favorites. 

“This  is  torture,”  one  woman  wrote  of 
fighting  a  losing  battle  to  list  only  five.  “I 
could  list  many  more.  This  is  a  wonderful 
hymnal!” 

Responses  came  in  on  the  form  printed  in 
the  paper,  on  photocopies  of  the  form,  on 
personal  stationery,  on  professional  letter¬ 
heads,  on  index  cards  and  on  scraps  of  paper. 

Several  responses  indicated  that  some 
congregations  are  doing  their  own  survey 
on  “favorite  new  hvmns.” 

There  were  about  five  negative  respons¬ 
es  to  the  new  hymnal.  Some  said  they 
didn’t  like  any  of  the  new  material.  One 
described  the  book  as  “an  insult  to  God.” 

But  many  others  said  they  were  delight¬ 
ed  with  such  “new”  material  as  “In  The 
Garden,”  ‘‘Precious  Lord,  Take  My 
Hand,”  “Jesus,  Jesus,  Jesus!  There’s  some¬ 
thing  about  that  name!”  and  “His  Name  Is 
Wonderful.” 


Readers  in  hymnal  hits  survey 
say  'Here  I  Am,  Lord'  is  tops 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

We  asked  you  what  your  favorite  “new” 
hymns  were,  and  you  told  us. 

Some  360  of  you  from  New  Hampshire 
to  Florida  and  from  Oregon  to  California 
responded  to  the  informal  survey  form 
published  recently  in  this  newspaper. 

Your  verdict?  “Here  I  Am,  Lord,”  writ¬ 
ten  in  1981  by  Dan  Schutte,  a  Jesuit,  is  the 
most  popular  “new"  hymn  in  the  1989 
United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

We  asked  you  to  list  five  hymns  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  1989  hymnal,  but  not  included  in 
the  1966  hymnal,  which  have  become  fa¬ 
vorites  in  your  congregations.  We  also 
asked  you  to  list  them  in  your  congrega¬ 
tion’s  order  of  preference. 

In  tabulating  the  responses,  each  #1  se¬ 
lection  was  given  5  points,  each  #2  selec¬ 
tion  4  points,  and  so  on. 

“Here  I  Am,  Lord”  was  the  hands-down 
favorite,  gamering  713  points.  Drawing 
inspiration  from  Isaiah  6:8,  the  text  re¬ 
flects  the  human  response  to  God’s  call. 

Here  I  am.  Lord. 

Is  it  I.  Lord? 

I  have  heard  you  calling  in  the  night. 

I  will  go.  Lord,  if  you  lead  me. 

I  will  hold  your  people  in  my  heart. 

In  second  place  is  “Hymn  of  Promise” 


(556  points)  written  first  as  an  anthem  in 
1985  by  the  late  Natalie  Sleeth.  Ms.  Sleeth 
writes  in  “Adventures  of  the  Soul”  ...  “I 
seem  to  have  been  much  involved  in  pon¬ 
dering  the  ideas  of  life  and  death,  spring 
and  winter . . . 

She  writes  that  a  phrase  from  T.S.  Eliot, 
"something  like  ‘In  our  end  is  our  begin¬ 
ning.'  ”  inspired  the  lyrics. 

Not  long  after  she  wrote  “Hymn  of 
Promise."  her  husband,  Ronald,  died  of 
cancer  At  his  request,  the  anthem  was 
played  at  his  funeral. 

'Spirit  Song'  is  third 

Third  on  the  chart  with  309  points  is 
“Spirit  Song”  with  words  and  music  writ¬ 
ten  by  John  Wimber  in  1 979. 

Eight  of  the  top  ten  hymns  selected  were 
written  in  the  latter  part  of  the  20th  century. 
Two  are  by  William  J.  Gaither:  “Because 
He  Lives”  (265  points),  written  in  1971  with 
his  wife,  Gloria,  and  “He  Touched  Me” 
(147  points)  written  in  1963. 

Other  recent  compositions  are  “My  Trib¬ 
ute"  (To  God  be  the  glory)  (136  points)  by 
Andrae  Crouch  in  1971.  “On  Eagle’s 
Wings”  (134  points)  by  Michael  Joncas  in 
1979  and  “Tu  has  venido  a  la  orilla”  (Lord, 
you  have  come  to  the  lakeshore)  (129 
points)  by  Cesareo  Gabarain  in  1987. 

“Lord,  you  have  come  to  the  lakeshore” 


is  based  on  Matthew  4:18-22,  telling  how 
Jesus  called  the  first  disciples  Simon  and 
Andrew.  It  was  composed  in  Madrid, 
Spain,  and  was  known  as  “Fishers  of 
Men.” 

Been  around  for  a  while 

Two  of  the  top  ten  hymns  have  been 
around  for  a  while. 

“Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness”  was  com¬ 
posed  in  1923  by  Thomas  O.  Chisholm. 

Although  Mr.  Chisholm  was  a  Method¬ 
ist  preacher,  the  hymn  was  never  included 
in  a  Methodist  hymnal  until  the  current 
one.  It  was,  however,  included  in  an  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  hymnal  and  in 
other  evangelical  hymnals  and  songbooks. 

Some  people  may  be  surprised  that  the 
1970s  top-40s  hit  tune,  “Morning  Has 
Broken,”  is  an  ancient  Gaelic  melody  that 
appeared  in  an  Irish  hymnal  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century.  The  song  was  made 
popular  by  pop  singer  Cat  Stevens.  The 
text  was  written  by  Eleanor  Farjeon  of 
London,  England,  in  1931. 

The  Reporter  is  indebted  to  the  work  of 
Carlton  R.  Young,  author  of  "Companion 
to  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal"  for 
background  information  on  the  hymns  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  article.  Dr.  Young  is  editor 
of  "The  United  Methodist  Hymnal." 


REPORTER  STAFT  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CIEMINTS 

Some  360  respondents  to  an  informal  survey  of  Reporter  readers  indicate  that  "Here  I  am.  Lord"  has  become  the  most 
popular  "new"  hymn  in  the  "United  Methodist  Hymnal."  Responses  came  from  almost  every  corner  of  the  country.  An 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  responses  were  positive. 


Asylum  legal  fees  draining  relief  dollars  for  Haitian  refugees 


ASBURY  PARK,  N.J.— This  little 
boy,  perched  atop  a  piano  in  the 
basement  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  church,  is  one  of  some  11,000 
Haitian  refugees  in  the  United 
States  who  are  awaiting  legal 
processing  for  asylum.  These  Hai¬ 
tians  were  among  those  who 
were  detained  at  Guantanamo 
Bay  U.S.  Naval  base  in  Cuba  after 
fleeing  their  impoverished  and 
unstable  country. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

ASBURY  PARK,  N.J.— The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  is  asking  church  members’  help 
in  persuading  U.S.  Attorney  General 
Janet  Reno  to  change  the  immigra¬ 
tion  status  of  thousands  of  Haitian 
refugees  in  the  United  States. 

Lilia  Fernandez,  head  of  the  UM- 
COR  refugee  program,  asked  for 
that  help  at  a  recent  national  con¬ 
sultation  on  Haitian  ministries. 

The  consultation  was  sponsored 
by  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Asbury  Park,  whose  350-member 
congregation  includes  75  Haitians. 
The  Rev.  James  Hofacker,  pastor, 
organized  the  consultation. 

It  was  also  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Haitian  Network  of  United 
Methodists  and  the  church’s  South¬ 
ern  New  Jersey  Annual  Conference. 

Costly  process 

Ms.  Fernandez  told  some  1 50  ref¬ 
ugees,  church  leaders  and  Haitian 
ministry  volunteers  from  across  the 
country  that,  through  Church 
World  Service,  the  present  situation 
is  costing  The  United  Methodist 
Church  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
in  legal  fees  to  help  refugees  apply 
for  asylum. 

This  money  is  badly  needed  to 
help  refugees  with  other  services, 
she  said. 

Church  World  Service — relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA — 
budgeted  $250,000  this  year  for 
Haitian  refugees,  she  said.  Of  that 
amount,  only  $10,000  remains. 

Some  11,000  Haitians  were  al¬ 


lowed  to  enter  the  United  States  le¬ 
gally  more  than  a  year  ago  after  being 
released  from  detention  at  the  U.S. 
Navy  base  at  Guantanamo  Bay, 
Cuba.  They  were  part  of  some  40,000 
Haitians  who  fled  Haiti  following  the 
overthrow  in  1991  of  Haiti’s  first 
democratically  elected  president,  the 
Rev.  Jean-Bertrand  Aristide 

All  11,000  Haitians,  whom  the 
U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Service  has  determined  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  apply  for  asylum  in  this 
country,  must 
go  through  a  de¬ 
tailed  legal  peti¬ 
tion  for  asylum. 

Ms.  Fernandez 
said  the  process 
costs  about 
$500  per  person 
and  untold 
hours  of  legal 
documentation  and  hearings.  To  stop 
the  enormous  financial  drain  for  le¬ 
gal  expenses,  Church  World  Service 
has  asked  Attorney  General  Reno  for 
a  blanket  change  of  status  for  these 
specific  Haitians. 

The  status,  titled  “Cuban-Haitian 
Entrant  (Status  Pending),”  would 
allow  the  refugees  to  stay  in  the 
United  States  legally  or  to  return  to 
Haiti  when  it  becomes  safe. 

Ms.  Fernandez  is  asking  that 
United  Methodists  support  the 
Church  World  Service  request  by 
writing  to  Ms.  Reno  at  the  Justice 
Department  in  Washington. 

Church  World  Service  has  shoul¬ 
dered  the  responsibility  of  helping 
about  4,700  of  the  refugees,  she 
said.  The  U.S.  Catholic  Conference 
has  taken  responsibility  for  the  oth¬ 
ers.  Other  organizations  have 


helped  with  the  case  load  when 
funds  or  lawyers  who  work  pro 
bono  (free)  are  available. 

Refugees  dispersed 

The  majority  of  the  refugees  have 
settled  in  Florida  and  New  York,  but 
through  Church  World  Service  and 
sponsoring  local  churches,  about  a 
third  have  settled  in  such  cities  as 
Dallas,  Texas;  Portland,  Ore.;  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio;  Clifton  Heights,  Penn.,  and 
Chicago.  They  wait  there  until  the 
asylum  process  is  completed. 

The  exact  number  who  have  com¬ 
pleted  the  process  was  not  available 
from  Church  World  Service,  but  the 
success  rate  is  high,  according  to 
Merrill  Smith,  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  attorney  in  Miami.  He  said 
about  1 ,000  cases  are  in  process. 
The  rest  of  the  cases  are  on  hold  un¬ 
til  legal  help  is  available. 

Mr.  Smith  told  the  Reporter  that 
those  Haitians  whom  Church 
World  Service  is  trying  to  help  have 
demonstrated  substantial  and  well- 
founded  fears  of  persecution  if  they 
were  returned  to  Haiti. 

Many  fled  from  the  rural  “war¬ 
lords”  (section  chiefs)  who  are 
“judge,  jury  and  executioner”  in  their 


region,  Mr.  Smith  said.  President 
Aristide  stripped  the  warlords  of 
their  power,  but  they  regained  power 
when  Mr.  Aristide  was  overthrown. 


Mr.  Smith  said  warlords  in  some 
550  sections  of  Haiti  have  “armed 
gangs  of  thugs”  who  operate  with 
impunity. 


^ chermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  .  .  .  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 


the  vers  best  of  our 
ripened- to-perfection 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS 


j  Free  Information  -  Schcrmer’s  Specialty  Pecans”! 

□  YESlOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
|  Pecans.  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
|  fund  raising 


jp  n  Name 
r  Address  _ 


Your  Telephone  (  ) _ : _ 

Date  ol  sale _  No  Members  selling  _ 

Kcturn  to  Schcrmcr's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O  Box  3650,  Albany.  GA  3 1 706-3650 


FofV^mation,  use  order  form  or  call 
TOLLfWF.E  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


Lilia  Fernandez 
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Faith 

= connections 

JURISDICTIONAL  DIRECTOR:  The 

Rev.  Gordon  C.  Goodgame. 
ed  Methodist  Holston  An¬ 
nual  Conference  council  on 
ministries,  has  been  named 
administrative  council  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the 
church's  nine-state  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction.  He 
will  assume  the  position 
Jan.  1.  Dr.  Goodgame  re¬ 
places  the  Rev.  Reginald  W. 

Ponder,  new  president  of  the  Methodist  Retire¬ 
ment  Homes  Inc.  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference. 

SUCCESSFUL  CROP:  A  six-month  proj¬ 
ect  to  introduce  three  strains  of  potato  seed  to 
the  rocky  soil  of  rural  Jamaica  has  been  de¬ 
clared  a  success  by  researchers  working  for  the 
Society  of  Saint  Andrew.  Scott  and  Rachel  Lew- 
is-Marlow  spent  six  months  working  with  seed 
specially  developed  for  the  tropics  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Potato  Institute  in  Lima,  Peru.  The 
first  crop  in  Jamaica  is  expected  in  October. 
The  society,  a  world-hunger  ministry  founded 
by  two  United  Methodist  clergymen,  received 
support  for  this  project  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  and  the  church’s  Vir¬ 
ginia  Annual  Conference. 

CALL  TOLL-FREE:  Ordering  The  Upper 
Room  magazine  and  books,  as  well  as  materials 
from  Discipleship  Resources,  has  been  made 
easier  by  a  new  structure  that  includes  toll-free 
numbers  for  each  department.  For  orders  from 
Discipleship  Resources,  customers  may  call 
(800)  685-4370.  People  placing  single-subscrip¬ 
tion  orders  only  for  The  Upper  Room  may  call 
(800)  925-6847  during  weekday  business  hours. 
Those  ordering  the  Spanish-language  edition,  El 
Aposento  Alto,  may  call  (800)  964-3730.  The 
Upper  Room  and  Discipleship  Resources  are 
units  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship,  headquartered  in  Nashville. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 


Pavarotti  said  her  name/  but 
higher  power  gave  her  voice 


By  JAY  FRANKLYN 

Pavarotti  gave  her  her  stage 
name,  but  God  gave  her  her 
voice,  and  her  parents  gave  her  a 
social  conscience. 

Susanne  Mentzer,  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman,  was  named 
Susan  by  her  parents,  the  Rev. 
Frank  and  Virginia  Mentzer. 

But  the  celebrated  tenor  Lu¬ 
ciano  Pavarotti,  while  introduc¬ 
ing  her  on  a  PBS  television 
special,  mistakenly  called  the 
young  opera  singer  Susanne.  It’s 
been  Susanne  ever  since. 

Sang  tribute  to  Bernstein 

The  stunning  35-year-old  bru¬ 
nette,  a  mezzo-soprano,  was  most 
recently  seen  on  a  national  televi¬ 
sion  special  saluting  the  late  Leon¬ 
ard  Bernstein’s  75  th  birthday. 

She  sang  “Grace,”  a  song  writ¬ 
ten  for  Mr.  Bernstein  on  his  70th 
birthday  by  Michael  Tilson 
Thomas.  Mr.  Thomas  accompa¬ 
nied  her  on  the  piano. 

Ms.  Mentzer  has  performed  in 
some  of  the  world’s  leading  opera 
houses  including  La  Scala,  Co¬ 
vent  Garden,  the  Metropolitan 
Opera,  the  Paris  Opera,  the  Vien¬ 
na  State  Opera  and  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Opera. 

She  also  has  been  a  regular  per¬ 
former  at  major  summer  festivals 
such  as  the  Salzburg  Festival, 
Lincoln  Center’s  Mostly  Mozart 
Festival,  the  Santa  Fe  Opera  and 
the  Rossini  Opera  Festival. 

It  was  while  she  was  on  one  of 
10  trans-Atlantic  flights  in  1991 
that  she  met  the  Rev.  Robert  Ry- 
bicki,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest. 

Both  were  casually  dressed  in 


jeans  and  pull-overs  for  the  long 
flight  from  Chicago.  They  chat¬ 
ted.  She  talked  about  her  2-year- 
old  son,  her  husband,  Drew 
Landmesser,  and  their  home  in 
Riverside,  a  suburb  of  Chicago. 

He  said  he  was  the  executive 
director  of  Bonaventure  House 
in  Chicago,  which  provides  food, 
shelter  and  support  services  for 
people  with  AIDS.  He  was  on  his 
way  to  the  International  Confer¬ 
ence  on  AIDS. 

'No  one  ever  asked  us' 

“My  friends  and  I  would  love 
to  do  an  AIDS  benefit,”  Ms. 
Mentzer  told  Mr.  Rybicki,  “but 
no  one  has  ever  asked  us.” 

Thus  the  idea  for  “Jubilate  on 
State”  was  bom.  Held  at  Holy 
Name  Cathedral  on  State  Street 
in  downtown  Chicago,  “Jubi¬ 
late”  brought  together  five  opera 
singers,  including  Ms.  Mentzer, 
and  the  Holy  Name  Cathedral 
choirs  for  a  performance  that 
raised  some  $50,000  for  Bona¬ 
venture  House  in  October,  1992. 

Ms.  Mentzer — co-chair  of  the 
event — is  credited  with  persuad¬ 
ing  the  other  singers — bass  Samu¬ 
el  Ramey,  tenor  Jeny  Hadley, 
soprano  Barbara  Daniels  and  bari¬ 
tone  William  Parker,  now  de¬ 
ceased — to  donate  their  services. 

While  the  applause  was  still 
ringing  in  their  ears,  Ms. 
Mentzer  and  her  committee  be¬ 
gan  to  plan  for  Jubilate  II,  set  for 
Chicago’s  St.  James  Episcopal 
Cathedral  on  Oct.  24,  1993. 

Ms.  Mentzer’s  career  in  music 
began  in  the  choir  of  Thurmont 
(Md.)  United  Methodist  Church 


at  age  12  when  her  father  became 
superintendent  of  Catoctin 
Mountain  Park,  part  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Park  Service  surrounding 
Camp  David. 

At  14  she  won  the  lead  role  in 
the  Catoctin  High  School  pro¬ 
duction  of  “The  Boy  Friend.” 

Ms.  Mentzer  began  to  study  at 
the  Juilliard  School  of  Music  in 
New  York  City  when  she  was  19. 
After  earning  her  master’s  de¬ 
gree,  she  went  on  the  road  with 
the  Texas  Opera  Theater. 

Traveling  ever  since 

She  has  been  traveling  through 
her  art  ever  since,  performing 
leading  roles  to  critical  acclaim 
and  performing  with  such  lumi¬ 
naries  as  Placido  Domingo  and, 
of  course,  his  “arch-rival”  tenor 
star,  Mr.  Pavarotti. 

Ms.  Mentzer  gives  credit  for 
her  success  to  her  parents. 

At  her  parents’  50th  wedding 
anniversary  in  1991,  she  said, 
“My  folks  raised  us  with  love,  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  encouragement  and 
instilled  in  us  a  healthy  sense  of 
self-esteem. 

“They  taught  us  to  love  and  re¬ 
spect  all  people,  everywhere,  and 
our  friendships.  We  learned  a 
strong  work  ethic  and  were  given 
a  great  moral  fiber  and  a  caring 
conscience.  I  personally  would 
never  be  able  to  do  what  I  do  or 
be  who  1  am  had  they  not  raised 
me  the  way  they  did.” 

Mr.  Franklyn  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Hagerstown,  Md.  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Diane  Huie  Balay 
contributed  to  this  article. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  SANTA  FE  OPERA 

Opera  singer  Susanne  Mentzer,  in  costume  as  Octavian  in  the 
Santa  Fe  Opera's  production  of  "Der  Rosenkavalier,"  recently 
appeared  in  a  nationally  televised  salute  to  the  late  Leonard 
Bernstein.  In  addition  to  international  acclaim  for  her  singing, 
Ms.  Mentzer,  daughter  of  a  retired  United  Methodist  preacher, 
has  garnered  praise  in  Chicago  for  her  fundraising  activities 
for  Bonaventure  House,  a  Catholic-sponsored  residence  for 
people  with  AIDS. 


Bishop  ' takes  a  Cab '  almost  everywhere  he  goes 


Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  (Seat¬ 
tle  Area)  holds  Cab,  a  hand¬ 
made  doll  who  looks  a  great 
deal  like  his  "big  buddy."  Cab 
was  a  gift  to  the  bishop,  then  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Portland,  Ore., 
Area,  when  he  preached  at  Fo¬ 
cus  '85,  the  first  children's  min¬ 
istries'  event  in  Nashville. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Every  kid  knows  that  to  make 
your  way  through  a  tough  world, 
you  often  need  the  help  of  a  special 
friend. 

That’s  exactly  what  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell 
(Seattle  Area)  has  in  a  little  buddy 
named  “Cab.” 

Cab  was  a  special  guest  at  this 
summer’s  Focus  ’93  conference  on 
children’s  ministries  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  13) — partly  because  his  visit 
was  a  kind  of  homecoming. 

Cab  is  a  handmade  doll  who  looks 
a  great  deal  like  his  “big  buddy,” 
Bishop  McConnell.  Cab  was  a  gift  to 
the  bishop,  then  assigned  to  the  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  Area,  when  he  preached 
at  Focus  ’85,  the  first  children’s  min¬ 
istries’  event  in  Nashville. 

Ready  for  cold  weather 

“After  I  received  Cab,  unbe- 


ASBURY 


T  H  I  O  l  O  C 


A  Toads 


For  70  Years,  Asbury  Seminary  Has  Carried  On 
The  Methodist  Tradition  By  Training  Men  And 
Women  For  World  Wesl^an  Leadership 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after  God’s  own  heart. 

He  was  a  tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An  innovator.  His  leadership 
spurred  on  a  movement  of  the  Spirit  which  gripped  the  frontier  with 
the  life-changing  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  Nearly  two  centuries  have 
passed  since  Asbury ’s  final  circuit  ride,  yet  the  heart  of  his  ministry  beats 
on.  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  A  More  than  an  institution,  Asbury 
is  a  community.  It’s  a  place  where  rich  tradition  and  innovative  thought  blend 
gracefully  to  the  backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills  of  the  Bluegrass.  A 
At  Asbury,  devotion  to  Scripture  and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  a  renowned 
faculty,  state-of-the-art  facilities  and  a  vision  for  the  future  A  So  if  you’re 
looking  to  prepare  for  ministry  where  tradition  is  honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the  heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury.  A  To  learn 
more  about  Asbury  s  tradition  of  excel¬ 
lence.  call  the  director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2- ASBURY. 


A  Asbury 

Theological 
Ml  Seminary 

204  N  Lrxinglon  Avt.  •  Wilmore.  KY  40390-1 199 


knownst  to  me,  an  Eskimo  woman, 
Hilda  Ashcroft,  who  belongs  to  the 
United  Methodist  congregation  in 
North  Pole,  Alaska,  got  his  dimen¬ 
sions  from  my  secretary. 

“Then  she  and  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Keith  Wise,  asked  me  to  bring  Cab 
when  I  visited  the  North  Pole  congre¬ 
gation.  While  I  was  there  she  present¬ 
ed  Cab  with  a  parka,  mukluks  and 
mittens,  all  trimmed  in  fur,  to  pre¬ 
pare  him  to  live  in  Alaska. 

“Later,  when  I  was  assigned  to 
the  Seattle  Area,  Hilda  made  Cab  a 
rain  slicker,  nor’wester  hat  and 


boots  so  he  could  live  through  Seat¬ 
tle’s  rainy  winters.” 

Over  the  years  Cab  has  become  a 
genuine  fashion  plate. 

He  has  a  red  neckerchief,  given  to 
him  by  Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson 
(Denver  Area),  which  he  wears 
along  with  his  straw  hat  and  guitar. 

Clerical  robe  for  formals 

For  formal  church  occasions  Cab 
dons  a  white  clergy  robe  and  stole 
in  the  tartan  of  the  McConnell  clan. 
His  ecclesiastical  garb  was  made  by 
the  bishop’s  wife,  Velma. 


Louisianans  find  life 
in  Russians'  church 


By  DOTTY  BAGBEY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Russians  in  the  Ekaterinburg 
church  established  in  1990  by  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodists  are  openly 
studying  the  Bible  and  taking  it  seri¬ 
ously,  15  visitors  from  Louisiana 
found  recently. 

Acting  on  what  they  have  read 
and  come  to  profess,  the  Russian 
Christians  are  ministering  to  chil¬ 
dren  in  a  local  hospital,  visiting  and 
providing  worship  for  prisoners, 
and  feeding  hungry  residents  daily. 

Ironically,  the  congregation, 
which  has  grown  to  more  than 
1,000  members,  meets  in  a  building 
that  was  formerly  the  Communist 
Propaganda  Center.  Ekaterinburg 
(formerly  Sverdlosk)  is  the  third 
largest  city  in  Russia,  now  part  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States. 

Lydia  Istomina,  a  Russian  lay 
pastor  who  has  visited  Louisiana 
several  times,  leads  the  congrega¬ 
tion  organized  by  the  Rev.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  then  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  La. 

Dr.  Ramsey  now  directs  United 
Methodist  church  development  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States.  He  has  organized  16 
churches  in  15  republics. 

The  Louisiana  visitors’  main  goal 
was  to  share  teaching  techniques  for 
vacation  Bible  school  and  Sunday 
school  and  to  assist  educators  in  a 
primary  school  operated  by  the 
Ekaterinburg  church. 

The  “Peter  Rock”  vacation  Bible 
school  curriculum  used  by  many 
United  Methodist  churches  this 
summer  was  adapted  for  use  in 
Russia.  The  visitors  reported  seri¬ 
ous  commitment  by  adults,  youths 
and  children  who  participated  in 
the  four-day  study. 

The  Rev.  Ellen  R.  Alston,  mis¬ 


sion  trip  organizer  and  Broad¬ 
moor’s  associate  pastor,  said 
gimmicks  or  activities  were  unnec¬ 
essary  to  teach  Bible  stories. 

“They  are  focused  and  they  ab¬ 
sorb  a  lot.  The  teens  are  terribly  as¬ 
tute.  ...  If  they  have  studied  a 
section  they  know  it  well.” 

Some  crafts,  using  crayons  and 
modeling  clay,  were  incorporated 
into  the  teaching  of  the  children’s 
groups. 

“They  were  especially  interested 
in  making  bookmarks  with  Bible 
quotes  on  them,”  Ms.  Alston  said. 

When  the  Louisianans  visited 
children  in  the  hospital,  Ms.  Alston 
said  she  observed  “a  lack  of  re¬ 
sources”  and  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  children  “have  no  parents  there 
with  them.” 

On  a  visit  to  a  maximum-security 
prison,  the  Louisianans  saw  a  cha¬ 
pel  area,  with  a  cross  and  flame 
painted  on  the  wall,  set  aside  for 
Methodist  ministry.  There,  prison¬ 
ers  pray,  talk  one-on-one  with 
church  members  and  read  religious 
materials  provided  by  the  church, 
Ms.  Alston  reported. 

“Four  hundred  prisoners  packed 
into  an  auditorium  for  a  service. 
The  Ekaterinburg  church  choir 
sang,  and  our  delegation  led  the  ser¬ 
vice.  Thirty-six  prisoners  were  bap¬ 
tized,”  she  added. 

Ms.  Alston  said  she  and  other  vis¬ 
itors  helped  serve  food  in  the 
church’s  two  soup  kitchens. 


SALES:  Church  products. 

Earn  up  to  $1000  commissions  or 
more  per  sale  in  your  own  business. 
Must  be  capable  of  conducting  sales 
meetings  for  small  groups.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  AFCS,  Room  207,  6  East  Ran¬ 
dolph  Street,  Chicago,  IL  60601. 


Cab  also  has  a  wife,  obtained 
somewhat  mysteriously,  said  Bish¬ 
op  McConnell. 

“When  I  was  preparing  to  leave 
the  Portland  Area  in  1988,  Cab  was 
‘kidnapped,’  ”  said  the  bishop. 

At  the  time  of  Cab’s  “kidnap¬ 
ping,”  Bishop  McConnell,  a  widow¬ 
er  for  several  years,  was  preparing 
to  wed  a  longtime  friend,  Velma 
Duell,  also  widowed. 

Bishop  McConnell  continued:  “I 
then  received  postcards  from  many 
parts  of  the  nation — San  Francisco, 
Dallas,  Nashville,  Chicago — report¬ 
ing  Cab’s  experiences  but  without 
information  on  his  return. 

“Shortly  before  Velma  and  I  were 
married  [in  1988],  we  attended  a 
dinner  given  by  the  Portland  Area 
cabinet  and  staff.  Cab  showed  up — 
in  the  company  of  a  woman!  He 
hadn’t  been  kidnapped.  He’d  been 
out  courting  and  honeymooning!” 

Cab’s  original  “mate”  has  since 
been  replaced  by  “Vee,”  made  by 
Mrs.  McConnell,  an  accomplished 


seamstress. 

Vee  has  curly  gray  hair  and  a  T- 
shirt  that  says:  “I’m  not  Mrs.  Bish¬ 
op  .. .  my  name  is  Velma.”  The 
shirt  copies  one  given  to  Mrs. 
McConnell  by  clergywomen  in  the 
Pacific-Northwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  as  part  of  a  "bishop’s  spouse 
survival  kit.” 

Traveling  companion 

Bishop  McConnell  said  that  Cab 
travels  with  him  often,  especially  to 
local  congregations. 

“Cab  has  been  in  many  Sunday 
schools  and  has  participated  in  a 
number  of  children’s  times  in  wor¬ 
ship  services,”  the  bishop  noted. 

“Often  young  children  will  bring 
their  dolls  and  teddy  bears  to  Sun¬ 
day  school  as  well.  We  talk  about 
friendship,  families  and  caring  for 
each  other  in  loving  ways. 

“Cab  and  Vee  are  helpful  in 
bridging  the  gap  between  this 
grandfather  and  the  children  in 
many  churches.” 


CLASSIFIED 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULTS  Director 
position  available.  1 500-mcmber  church.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume:  Larry  Hall,  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  696,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88004. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  wide 
range  music  program  in  place:  elementary,  youth  and 
adult,  vocal  and  bell  choirs.  Salary  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sume  to:  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  Search 

LARGE  FLORIDA  WEST-COAST  church  seeks 
Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evangelism.  Ideal 
candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59-62  years)  with 
record  of  success  in  establishing  and  implementing 
growth  programs.  Hours,  salary  and  benefits  designed 
to  meet  needs  of  minister  and  church.  Inquiries,  re¬ 
sume:  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  3200  Man¬ 
atee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205,  Fax  (813) 
746-9737. 

Committee,  P.O.  Box  3247,  Beaumont,  TX  77704. 
Received  through  September  30. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN  Min¬ 
istries  with  priority  given  to  youth.  1200-member 
church  in  greater  Atlanta  area  with  a  multiple-staff 
team.  Salary  $21,500.  Job  description  available.  Posi¬ 
tion  open  now.  Send  resume  to:  Ron  Prcuss,  Minister 
of  Program,  Jones  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  5320  Phillips  Drive,  Morrow,  GA  30260. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-  NAVAJO  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Center  in  Farmington,  New  Mexico  is  seeking 
an  Executive  Director  to  plan,  direct  and  coordinate: 
development  and  administration  of  all  programs  and 
services;  development  and  management  of  personnel, 
finances,  property  maintenance  and  fund  raising. 
Qualifications:  undergraduate  degree  in  social  sci¬ 
ences  or  business  management  preferred;  experience 
in  personnel  management;  excellent  communication 
skills;  experience  in  fund  raising  and  budget  control; 
appreciation  of  and  sensitivity  to  multi-cultural  envi¬ 
ronment;  commitment  to  mission  and  outreach  min¬ 
istries  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Closing  date 
to  receive  applications:  October  15,  1993.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Dr.  Milton  Chester,  Search  Committee 
Chairperson,  7920  Mountain  Road,  NE,  Albuquer¬ 
que,  NM  871 10-7805.  Phone:  (505)  255-8786. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director 
for  1600  members.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Dr.  John  Ogden.  Box  2125,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76307. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  growing 
1500-member  suburban  church.  Adult  choirs,  youth 
choir,  handbell  choirs,  and  children’s  choirs.  Must 
possess  enthusiasm  for  diverse  musical  styles.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee  Chairperson,  Mission 
Bend  UMC  14634  Bcllairc  Blvd.,  Houston,  TX 
77083. 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  YOUTH  Ministry.  2300- 
member  church.  Full-time  ordained,  diaconal,  or  lay 
person.  Extensive  experience  in  successful  youth  min¬ 
istry  required.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  credentials  and  experience.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  4833  Selkirk  Drive,  Fort  Worth, 
TX  76109. 

CAIRO  FIRST  UMC  SEEKS  A  FULL-TIME  per- 
son  for  youth/children’s  ministries  and  educational 
responsibilities.  Salary  $24-30, 000/year,  DOE  Prefer 
previous  experience  and  music  skills.  Send  resume  to: 
Rev.  Paul  W.  Dupree,  318  South  Broad  St.,  Cairo, 
GA  31728. 

RAPIDLY  GROWING  CONGREGATION  in 
youth-orinted  community  seeking  full-time  youth 
pastor.  Must  be  highly  motivated,  dedicated,  hard¬ 
working  individual  who  will  build  a  solid  program. 
Salary  negotiable.  Apply  by  October  1  to:  Wylie  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  3130  Antillcy  Road,  Abilene. 
TX  79606,  attn:  Dave  Odom.  (915)  698-3409. 

THE  WEST  OHIO  CONFERENCE  OF  The  United 
Methodist  Church  seeks  a  Conference  Treasurer.  Ap- 
plicants  must  have  administrative  experience  and  ex¬ 
cellent  communication  skills.  Experience  is  required  in 
accounting,  auditing,  administration  of  pension  and 
health  plans,  and  the  operation  of  management  infor¬ 
mation  systems.  A  working  knowledge  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  desirable.  To  be  assured  of  con- 
sidcration,  applications  must  be  received  by  October 

1,  1993.  For  more  information  write:  Attn:  The  Rev. 
Richard  A  Teller,  Search  Committee  Chair,  471  E 
Broad  St.,  Suite  1106,  Columbus,  OH  43215-3889. 
Fax  (6 1 4)  222-06 1 2.  Telephone  (4 1 9)  422^845. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position  avail¬ 
able  immediately.  2100-member  dynamic  church  lo¬ 
cated  in  growing  community.  Salary  negotiable  with 
experience.  (713)  487-8787.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1062  Fairmont  Parkway,  Pasadena,  TX 
77504.  ! 

HOBBS,  NM  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  for  a  1 500-member  congregation  with  an  ex¬ 
panding  youth  ministry.  Excellent  salary  and  benefit 
package  commensurate  with  education  and  expert- 
ence.  Resume  and  references  to:  FUMC,  Attn:  Vicki 
Buchanan,  200  E  Snyder,  Hobbs,  NM  88240.  (505) 
392-5543. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED,  FULL-TIME  First 
UMC,  Austin,  Texas.  Over  2000  members.  Resumes 
to:  Dr.  John  Gilbert,  FUMC,  Box  1666,  Austin 
78767.  (512)  478-5684. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist  or 
part-time  Director  of  Music,  part-time  Organist  Ap¬ 
ply  for  any  or  all  positions.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  201  W.  North  St,  Decatur,  IL  62521.  (217) 
423-9711. 

NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 

and  Christian  Education.  Resume  required.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  UMC  310  West 
Main  St.,  Magnolia,  AR  71753. 

ALL  PASTORS:  IMPROVE  YOUR  PASTORAL 
counseling  skills.  Counseling  tapes,  certification  and 
continuing  education  available.  Pastoral  Counseling 
Institute,  Rt  1 ,  Box  98,  Graham,  TX  76450. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  needed 
for  a  1600-member  congregation  in  a  classic  mid- 
westem  family  oriented  setting  within  acJive^varied 

strong  educational  background  a  plus.  Salary  to 
$32,000,  depending  on  experience.  Please  send  a  re¬ 
sume  by  October  10  to:  Search  Committee,  Fust 
UMC,  201  Monroe,  Jefferson  City,  Mo  65101. 

WINTER  IN  FLORIDA  ON  LAKE  near  ocean  and 
Disney.  Spacious  home  (3/2)  furnished  near 
Jacksonville/St.  Augustine.  Weekly  $450.  Write: 
RentaL  Box  19144,  Jacksonville,  FL  32245-9144. 

Faith  dimensions _ 5 

The  United  Methodist 
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Where  are  the  children's  TV  programs 
with  faith,  bravery  and  'real  live'  dinosaurs? 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

As  this  television  critic  psyches 
himself  up  for  the  new  season  I  find 
myself  wondering  “Why  doesn’t  any- 


Some  series  watched  by  many 
children,  such  as  "Or.  Quinn, 
Medicine  Woman,"  have  shown 
adults  wrestling  with  their  con¬ 
sciences.  Dr.  Quinn  is  played  by 
Jane  Seymour,  right. 


one  ever  make  a  show  about . . .?” 

Here’s  a  wish  list  of  children’s 
programming  I  wish  someone 
would  produce. 

Famous  kids 

I’d  like  to  see  programs  about 
children  who  made  history. 

“Young  Indiana  Jones”  has  put  a 
fictional  teen  into  historic  events, 
but  why  not  focus  on  real  kids  and 
teens? 

A  time-travel  series  might  one 
week  follow  Joan  of  Arc,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  as  she  hears  God’s  call,  resists 
the  summons  and  finally  marches 
off  to  liberate  Orleans. 

The  next  week  we  might  meet  Sa¬ 
rah  Winnemucca,  who  rode  over 
lava  beds  and  snuck  into  an  enemy 
camp  to  free  fellow  Paiutes  and 
avert  a  war  with  the  U.  S.  cavalry. 

Another  episode  could  focus  on 
Mary  Anning,  who  kicked  off  the 
first  dinosaur  craze  and  who  as  a 
teenager  became  one  of  the  world’s 
first  professional  fossil  hunters. 

Kids — and  many  adults — might 
love  such  a  series. 

The  inner  lives  of  children 

Last,  but  not  least,  I’d  like  to  see 
programs  which  dealt  honestly  with 
the  religious  lives  of  children. 

Some  series  watched  by  many 
children,  such  as  ’’Dr.  Quinn, 
Medicine  Woman,”  (Saturdays  at  8 
p.m.  on  CBS)  have  shown  adults 
wrestling  with  their  consciences. 


Commentary 


Why  not  show  us  the 
faith  and  moral  struggles 
of  children  and  teens ? 

In  one  episode  of  “Dr.  Quinn,” 
for  example,  a  pastor  (Geoffrey 
Lower)  had  to  decide  whether  to 
break  the  law  to  help  free  an  unjust¬ 
ly  imprisoned  native  whom  Col. 
Custer  was  about  to  execute. 

Why  not  show  us  the  faith  and 
moral  struggles  of  children  and 
teens? 

The  stunning  success  of  “Dr. 
Quinn,  Medicine  Woman”  suggests 
that  Americans  are  eager  for  “fam¬ 
ily  fare”  which  both  faces  the  un¬ 
pleasant  facts  of  our  past  and 
celebrates  our  best  ideals.  Why  not 
dramatize  the  interior  lives  of  the 
younger  members  of  our  families? 

I  wish  some  network  would  offer 
real  prehistoric  beasts. 

There’s  nothing  wrong  with 
ABC’s  “Land  of  the  Lost”  (Satur¬ 
days  at  10  a.m..  Eastern  Time),  a 
live-action  fantasy  series  in  which 
dinosaurs,  cave  women,  and  miss¬ 
ing  links  coexist. 

I  am  glad,  too,  that  public  televi¬ 
sion’s  “Barney  and  Friends”  en¬ 
courages  preschoolers  to  use  their 
imaginations. 

Neither  program,  however,  con¬ 


veys  any  scientific  information. 

Why  not  have  a  show  about  real 
“thunder-lizards”?  These  reptiles 
have  long  fascinated  the  young — 
and  many  adults,  too. 

There  is  inherent  drama  in  fos¬ 
sils,  from  Allosaurus  stalking  a 
spike-tailed  stegosaur  to  the  way  a 
plant-munching  barosaur  may  have 
reared  up  to  defend  her  babies  from 
a  carnivore. 

PBS  did  a  great  job  of  updating 
adult  knowledge  about  these  beasts 
with  its  oft-repeated  miniseries  “The 
Dinosaurs!” 

Let  the  games  begin 

Let’s  have  good  game  shows  for 
children.  As  taxpayers  and  public 
television  contributors,  we  provide 
too  little  money  to  launch  new  pro¬ 
grams  as  costly  as  “Sesame  Street.” 
Game  shows,  however,  are  relative¬ 
ly  inexpensive  to  produce  and  need 
not  be  as  devoid  of  value  as  “Wheel 
of  Fortune”  or  “Family  Feud.” 

PBS’s  outstanding,  highly  popu¬ 
lar  “Where  in  the  World  Is  Carmen 
Sandiego?”  uses  this  format  to  stim¬ 
ulate  interest  in  geography — a  sub¬ 
ject  about  which  American  children 
and  adults  know  little. 

Why  not  try  something  similar  in 
history  or  math  or  science? 

Is  there  an  audience  for  real  dino¬ 
saurs?  Real-life  heroes  and  heroines? 
Games  shows  with  substance?  The 
inner  struggles  of  real  kids?  The  re¬ 
sult  might  surprise  studio  executives. 


NEA  warned  to  cut  funds  for  gay  films 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 


" The  American  public  should  not  be  required  to 
finance  sexually  perverse,  morally  objectionable 
material  in  the  name  of  'art/  " 

— Patrick  Trueman 


WASHINGTON — Conservative 
Christian  political  activists  are  once 
again  taking  on  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Arts — this  time  over 
funding  for  gay  film  festivals. 

“The  American  public  should  not 
be  required  to  finance  sexually  per¬ 
verse,  morally  objectionable  materi¬ 
al  in  the  name  ‘art,’  ”  said  Patrick 
Trueman  o.f  the  American  Family 
Association. 

Mr.  Trueman  heads  the  Washing¬ 
ton  lobbying  office  of  the  Tupelo, 
Miss. -based  anti-pornography 
group  headed  by  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister.  Joining  the  campaign  is  Pat 
Robertson's  political  arm,  the 
Christian  Coalition. 

At  issue  is  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Arts’s  decision  to  award 
a  $17,500  grant  to  help  support  the 
mounting  of  film  festivals  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Los  Angeles  and  New  York. 

“The  NEA  was  set  up  to  fund  ar¬ 
tistic  merit  and  excellence,”  Mr. 


Trueman  said  in  a  statement.  "But 
the  NEA  has  been  reduced  to  a  po¬ 
litical  agency  promoting  homosex¬ 
uality,  obscenity  and  liberal 
causes,"  he  said. 

The  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts  has  been  a  principal  target  of 
conservative  wrath  for  a  number  of 
years  because  of  a  small  number  of 
grants  to  controversial  artists  the 
groups  believed  were  creating  blas¬ 
phemous  or  obscene  works. 

Chairperson  turnover 

The  groups  were  successful  in  forc¬ 
ing  the  ouster  of  John  Frohnmayer, 
President  George  Bush’s  chairman  of 
the  arts  endowment,  after  just  two 
and  a  half  years  in  the  job. 

President  Bill  Clinton  has  nomi¬ 
nated  actress  Jane  Alexander  to 


head  the  embattled  agency.  Confir¬ 
mation  hearings  on  her  nomination 
could  become  the  focus  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  by  the  conservative  groups. 

The  $17,500  grant  is  earmarked 
for  the  National  Alliance  for  Media 
Arts  and  Culture  in  Oakland,  Calif. 
The  money  had  been  requested  in 
1991  and  1992. 

The  Oakland  group  was  to  have 
distributed  the  funds  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Film  Festival,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Media  Coalition  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  New  Festival  in  New  York. 

The  funds  were  denied  the  group 
in  November  1992  by  acting  Nation¬ 
al  Endowment  for  the  Arts  chairman 
Anne-Imelda  Radice,  who  took  over 
from  Mr.  Frohnmayer. 

Ms.  Radice’s  decision  was  over¬ 


turned  in  August  by  Ana  Steele,  se¬ 
nior  deputy  director.  Ms.  Steele  has 
directed  the  agency  since  Ms.  Ra¬ 
dice  quit  in  January. 

All  funding  withdrawn 

The  debate  over  what  is  permissi¬ 
ble  publicly  funded  arts  is  also  be¬ 
ing  played  out  at  the  local  level  as 
conservative  grassroots  organizing 
begins  to  show  an  impact. 

In  Cobb  County,  Ga..  for  exam¬ 
ple,  which  borders  Atlanta,  the 
county  board  of  commissioners  vot¬ 
ed  in  August  to  cut  off  all  its  public 
funding  for  arts  projects  after  reli¬ 
gious  conservatives  objected  to  a 
production  by  the  Theater  in  the 
Square  drama  group  that  had  ho¬ 
mosexual  themes. 

The  county  spends  about 
$  1 23,000  of  its  $  1 42  million  annual 
budget  to  support  a  variety  of  arts 
programs,  including  the  drama 
group.  But  commissioners  decided 
rather  than  decide  what  art  of¬ 
fended  community  values  to  simply 
end  all  public  funding. 


Friends  find  healing ,  redemption  in  'Man' 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

There  is  nothing  overtly  religious 
about  Mel  Gibson's  new  film,  "The 
Man  Without  a  Face.” 

There  is  no  spiritual  depth  what¬ 
soever  to  the  family  of  12-year-old 
Chuck  Norstadt — which  may  be 
part  of  the  reason  it  is  so  dysfunc¬ 
tional. 

There  has  been  little  healing,  spiri¬ 
tual  or  otherwise  for  the  disfigured 
Justin  McLeod  since  a  tragic  accident 
scarred  his  face.  The  townspeople  of 
Cranesport,  the  coastal  community 
in  Maine  where  McLeod  settles  and 
the  Norstadts  vacation,  are  short  of 
such  religious  virtues  as  hospitality, 
compassion  and  regard  for  the  truth. 

Nonetheless,  “The  Man  Without 
a  Face”  profoundly  expresses  our 
need  for  grace,  healing,  and  a  sec¬ 
ond  chance. 

Chuck  Norstadt  (played  by  Nick 
Stahl)  is  a  troubled  child  who  needs 
tutoring  in  order  to  retake  the  en¬ 
trance  exam  for  his  late  father’s 
alma  mater. 

Justin  McLeod  (Mel  Gibson),  an 
ex-teacher  who  has  lived  in  seclusion 
since  the  accident  which  disfigured 
him  and  killed  a  student,  needs  to 
discover  new  meaning  for  his  life  and 
to  find  out  if  he  can  still  teach  any¬ 
one  anything. 

As  if  to  tell  us  that  facing  anoth¬ 
er’s  pain  can  be  truly  frightening, 
the  makeup  team  of  Greg  Cannom 
and  Stefan  DuPuis  has  given  Mel 
Gibson  a  truly  horrifying  face,  one 
which  reduced  one  small  child  to 
tears  when  Gibson  wandered  off  the 
set  to  the  catering  table. 

We  know  from  the  outset  that  it 
will  take  no  small  amount  of  cour¬ 
age  for  young  Chuck  Norstadt  to 
visit  McLeod. 

These  two,  however,  need  each 


other  badly.  Chuck  is  largely  ig¬ 
nored  by  his  flirtatious  mother,  and 
McLeod  is  feared  by  the  people  of 
Cranesport,  young  and  old  alike. 

“The  Man  Without  a  Face” 
shows  us  how  friendship  can  be 
both  redemptive  and  healing. 

We  often  speak  glibly  in  the  church 
about  family  values,  but  “The  Man 
Without  a  Face”  reminds  us  that 


there  are  some  people  that  people 
need  to  escape.  It  cautions  us,  too. 
that  in  our  current  and  necessary  zeal 
to  protect  children  from  abuse  we 
will  do  them  real  harm  if  we  are  sus¬ 
picious  of  every  teacher  (or  pastor) 
who  shows  them  affection. 

“The  Man  Without  a  Face”  rep¬ 
resents  Mel  Gibson’s  debut  as  a  di¬ 
rector,  the  first  time  Nick  Stahl  has 


acted  in  a  movie,  and  screenwriter 
Malcolm  MacRury’s  first  feature- 
film  screenplay.  It  is  so  good,  so 
wise  and  has  so  much  to  teach  us 
that  we  can  hope  for  wonderful 
things  to  come  from  this  trio. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island,  N.Y. 
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Young  Chuck  Norstadt,  played  by  Nick  Stahl,  learns  a  lesson  from  the  reclusive  Justin  McLeod,  played 
by  Mel  Gibson,  in  "Man  Without  a  Face." 


Book:  few  issues  are 
inappropriate  for  kids 


"More  Children's  Sermons,"  by 
the  Rev.  Bucky  Dann  (Westminster/ 
lohn  Knox  Press)  Paperback. 

By  CAROLYN  ROSS  TOMLIN 

In  this  book,  the  Rev.  Bucky 
Dann  provides  an  essential  source 
for  those  who  work  with  children. 

Mr.  Dann,  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister  and  author  of 
“Creating  Children’s  Sermons:  51  Vi¬ 
sual  Lessons”  and  “Better  Children’s 
Sermons:  54  Visual  Lessons,  Dia¬ 
logues,  and  Demonstrations”  contin¬ 
ues  this  ministry  in  a  new  series. 

He  believes  that  many  pastors 
avoid  certain  topics  when  speaking 
to  children.  They  often  refrain  from 
speaking  about  physical  nature,  sex¬ 
uality,  death,  self-esteem,  anger, 
God’s  gifts,  dealing  with  evil  and 
the  environment. 

Perhaps  it’s  because  we  think 
children  not  capable  of  understand¬ 
ing  these  topics.  However,  Mr. 
Dann  contends  that  all  topics  can 
be  used.  In  fact,  this  book  offers 
ideas  for  adapting  these  subjects  to 
church  leaders. 

In  the  introduction  Mr.  Dann  re¬ 
peats  the  verse  from  Mark  10:15, 
“Truly,  I  say  to  you,  whoever  does 
not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  like 
a  child  shall  not  enter  it.” 

In  this  passage,  Jesus  was  not  rul¬ 
ing  out  adults  but  rather  implying 
that  the  future  kingdom  relies  on 
the  child. 

One  meaning  says  the  child  is  not 
fully  formed.  They  are  still  growing, 
learning,  changing  and  receptive  to 
new  ideas. 

In  contrast,  adults  are  not  willing 
to  change.  They  have  closed  their 
minds  to  new  ideas. 

Three  possible  responses 

Mr.  Dann  believes  if  the  church  is 
to  claim  its  youths  and  look  toward 
the  future,  pastors  could  respond  in 
three  ways: 

/  Pastors  should  possess  a  real 
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desire  to  help  children  make  con¬ 
tact  with  God.  Without  this  need, 
little  will  change. 

/  Realize  the  need  for  messages 
with  substance.  People  who  minis¬ 
ter  to  children  in  churches  may 
avoid  the  deeper  issues  of  life. 

/  Realize  that  ministry  involves 
people.  True  success  requires  more 
than  intellectual  and  technical  skill. 
But  a  pastor  must  relate  with  re¬ 
spect,  integrity  and  love.  This  will 
make  for  a  successful  ministry. 

It  is  important  to  remember  Jesus 
as  our  model  for  ministry.  More 
than  any  other  person  on  earth,  Je¬ 
sus  did  more  to  show  love  to  those 
whose  personal  needs  were  great, 
help  the  depressed,  give  hope  to  the 
defenseless,  the  troubled,  and  those 
who  felt  trapped.  He  included  chil¬ 
dren  in  his  ministry — as  this  was 
his  own  sense  of  mission. 

Topics,  teaching  ideas 

Major  chapter  topics  include: 
physical  nature,  sexuality,  death, 
self-esteem,  anger,  the  nature  of 
God,  discipleship,  God’s  gifts, 
Christmas,  dealing  with  evil  and  the 
environment. 

Each  chapter  is  divided  into  one- 
page  topics  which  outline  a  simple 
teaching  idea.  Each  unit  has  a  sug¬ 
gested  theme,  object  lesson  and  dia¬ 
logue  to  help  children  understand 
and  grow  in  faith. 

The  49  mini-sermons  are  age  ap¬ 
propriate  for  children  and  youths. 
An  index  gives  scripture  passages 
for  reference. 

Mr.  Dann’s  latest  book  will  be  a 
valuable  resource  for  those  who 
minister  to  children,  whether  as  a 
novice  or  with  years  of  experience. 

He  demonstrates  proven  tech¬ 
niques  for  communicating  with  chil¬ 
dren  about  subjects  that  are  essential 
for  all  Christians  to  understand. 


Copyright  laws  restricted 
hymnwriter's  first  choice 


All  praise  to  thee, 
for  thou.  O  King  divine, 

Didst  yield  the  glory  that  of  right 
was  thine, 

That  in  our  darkened  hearts 
thy  grace  might  shine: 

Alleluia /* * 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

F.  Bland  Tucker,  Episcopal  min¬ 
ister,  wrote  the  hymn,  based  on  Phi- 
lippians  2:5-11,  in  1938  when  he 
was  serving  on  the  joint  commis¬ 
sion  that  compiled  his  denomina¬ 
tion’s  volume  known  as  “The 
Hymnal  1940.” 

He  wrote  the  hymn  specifically  to 
fit  the  music  of  Ralph  Vaughan 
Williams’  tune  “Sine  Nomine.” 

However,  copyright  limitations 
restricted  this  tune  for  William 
Walsham  How’s  “For  All  the 
Saints,”  so  Tucker’s  text  was  set  to 
Stanford’s  “Engelberg”  in  that  hym¬ 
nal  with  the  notice  “Alternate  tune: 
Sine  Nomine.” 

Since  this  restriction  no  longer 
limits  use  of  Vaughan  Williams’s 
tune,  Tucker’s  hymn  is  most  fre¬ 
quently  found  with  the  tune  that  the 
author  first  desired  for  the  singing 


History 
of  Hymns 

of  his  hymn. 

A  native  Virginian,  Tucker  was 
educated  at  the  University  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Virginia  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary.  In  the  Episcopal  Church  he 
was  ordained  a  deacon  (1918)  and  a 
priest  (1920). 

After  serving  parish  churches  in 
Virginia  and  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  he  was  appointed  in  1945  to  the 
old  Christ  Church  in  Savannah, 
Georgia.  This  is  the  parish  served 
by  John  Wesley  more  than  200 
years  earlier. 

The  discovery  of  Tucker’s  gifts  of 
hymnic  expression  has  been  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  contemporary  hymnody.  The 
Episcopal  “Hymnbook  1992”  con¬ 
tains  six  original  hymns,  nine  trans- 
lations  and  four  paraphrases 
credited  to  him. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Come,  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing" 

* From  The  Hymnal  1982.  •  The  Church  Pension 
Fund.  Used  by  permission. 


Harassment,  discrimination 
common,  say  female  rabbis 


By  DEBRA  NUSSBAUM  COHEN 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Wanted:  Highly 
educated  women,  able  to  lead  peo¬ 
ple  and  possessing  a  multitude  of 
skills,  to  work  in  an  atmosphere 
where  sexual  harassment  and  dis¬ 
crimination  are  almost  assured. 

Implausible?  It  may  seem  so,  but 
female  rabbis  say  sexual  harassment 
and  discrimination  are  so  often  ex¬ 
perienced  by  women  in  the  rabbin¬ 
ate  that  they  are  considered  "part  of 
the  job,"  according  to  a  new  survey 
conducted  by  the  Commission  for 
Women's  Equality  of  the  American 
Jewish  Congress. 

While  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  rabbis  said  they  were  extremely 
happy  in  their  work,  a  majority — 
73  percent — have  been  sexually  ha¬ 
rassed  by  congregants  or  other  rab¬ 
bis,  the  survey  found.  And  54 
percent  said  they  had  been  faced 
with  sexual  discrimination. 

The  survey  was  sent  to  all  325  fe¬ 
male  rabbis  who  have  been  or¬ 
dained  at  the  Conservative 
movement’s  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary,  the  Reform  movement’s 
Hebrew  Union  College  and  the  Re¬ 
constructionist  movement’s  Recon¬ 
structionist  Rabbinical  College. 


Nearly  half  of  the  recipients,  142, 
responded,  in  about  the  same  pro¬ 
portions  as  the  percentage  of  female 
rabbis  in  each  of  the  movements 
with  which  they  are  affiliated. 

Harassment  was  defined  in  the 
study  according  to  Equal  Employ¬ 
ment  Opportunity  Commission 
guidelines:  unwelcome  verbal  or 
physical  sexual  advances  when  sub¬ 
mission  could  have  an  impact  on  an 
individual’s  employment. 

Discrimination  was  defined  as 
denial  of  equal  pay  or  benefits  be¬ 
cause  of  being  a  woman,  or  differ¬ 
ential  treatment  in  hiring,  firing, 
duties  or  responsibilities  on  the  ba¬ 
sis  of  gender. 

For  example,  almost  half,  48  per¬ 
cent,  said  that  they  now  make  less 
than  their  male  colleagues. 

Sexual  harassment  comes  in 
many  forms,  and  the  female  rabbis 
said  they  had  experienced  a  range. 
Often,  they  said,  it  preceded  their 
ordination. 

Nearly  half  of  respondents,  47  per¬ 
cent,  said  that  they  had  been  faced 
with  unsolicited  touching  or  close¬ 
ness  within  the  context  of  their  work. 

Nearly  two  thirds — 65  percent — 
of  the  rabbis  said  they'd  gotten  sex¬ 
ual  comments  or  been  told  sex  jokes 
on  the  job. 
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Methodist  Hospital  Announces  Master  Plan  Development 


Methodist  Hospital  is  currently 
embarking  upon  a  comprehensive 
master  facilities  and  site  workplan 
for  the  Methodist  Health  Complex. 
The  $21  million  project  includes 
the  construction  and  development 
of  a  1 3 1 ,000  square  foot  East  Tower 
addition  to  the  main  Hospital  and 
site  improvements  to  its  healthcare 
campus  as  well  as  capital  equip¬ 
ment  acquisitions  to  meet  the  ever 
changing  technological  demands  of 
today’s  healthcare  environment. 

Financing  for  the  project  was  ar¬ 
ranged  through  the  Louisiana  Pub¬ 
lic  Facilities  Authority  through  a 
bond  issue. 


According  to  Executive  Vice 
President  of  Hospital  Operations 
Cameron  Barr,  the  project  was  de¬ 
veloped  in  response  to  increased 
needs  and  changes  in  healthcare  de¬ 
livery  methods.  “The  project  repre¬ 
sents  the  first  major  expansion  at 
Methodist  Hospital  since  1978, 
when  the  top  two  patient  floors 
were  added,”  Barr  comments.  “As 
we  enter  our  25th  year  of  service,  it 
is  time  for  a  general  modernization 
and  renovation  of  facilities  to  better 
accommodate  our  patients  now  and 
in  the  years  ahead.” 

The  six-floor  East  Tower  will  be 


constructed  in  front  of  the  existing 
Hospital  with  four  floors  completed 
and  ready  for  occupancy  and  the  in¬ 
terior  of  two  floors  remaining  as 
shelled  space  until  future  need.  The 
project  will  include  renovations  of 
certain  areas  of  the  existing  build¬ 
ing,  including  a  one-story  addition 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Hospital  for 
support  functions,  an  addition  to 
the  surgery  suite,  and  reconfigura¬ 
tion  to  accommodate  all  private  pa¬ 
tient  rooms.  A  new  elevator  tower  to 
be  constructed  in  the  facility  from 
the  first  through  sixth  floors  will 
provide  additional  service  for  the 
entire  Hospital. 


The  existing  fifth  floor  will  be 
renovated  to  all  private  rooms  for 
pediatrics,  and  general  medical/sur¬ 
gical  care.  The  sixth  floor  will  also 
be  converted  to  private  rooms  for 
oncology  and  skilled  nursing. 

In  addition,  the  site  renovation 
phase  of  the  project  features  im¬ 
proved  roadway  entrances  and  exits 
to  the  main  campus  as  well  as  the 
addition  of  a  Lake  Forest  Boule¬ 
vard  exit  and  entrance  extensions  to 
Medical  Center  Drive.  Other  im¬ 
provements  will  be  made  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  Complex  roads.  Landscaping 
will  be  enhanced  throughout  the 


campus  with  a  new  traffic  circle  de¬ 
veloped  immediately  in  front  of  the 
East  Tower  to  accommodate  valet 
parking. 

The  Methodist  Health  Complex 
has  continually  developed  since  the 
Hospital  first  opened  in  1968  as  a 
180-bed  facility.  In  1975,  the  Hos¬ 
pital  initiated  a  major  expansion 
program,  more  than  doubling  the 
size  of  the  Hospital  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  three  stories  to  the  original 
structure  that  expanded  both  pa¬ 
tient  capacity  and  ancillary  ser¬ 
vices. 

The  1980's  and  1990’s  brought 
further  expansion  for  the  Methodist 


Health  Complex,  including  free¬ 
standing  facilities  —  the  Methodist 
Psychiatric  Pavillion,  the  Methodist 
Ambulatory  Surgery  Center,  the 
Methodist  Cancer  Center  and,  most 
recently,  the  Physicians  Medical 
Plaza.  The  Methodist  Physical 
Medicine  Center,  the  Methodist 
Occupational  and  Industrial  Medi¬ 
cine  Clinic,  the  Methodist  Neuro¬ 
surgery  Center,  and  the  Methodist 
Gulf  Coast  Hand  Center  were  also 
opened  in  recent  years. 

Occupancy  of  the  East  Tower  fa¬ 
cility  is  estimated  at  24  months  af¬ 
ter  the  beginning  of  construction  in 
the  summer  of  1993. 


Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund  Established 


JONATHAN  NELSON 
CANCER  FUND 

Methodist  Celebrates 
25th  Year  Of  Service 


Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital 

proudly  acknowledges  its  25th  year 
of  service  to  the  East  New  Orleans 
community  this  year. 

“The  celebration  is  a  continuing 
reminder  of  our  Hospital’s  distin¬ 
guished  history  of  service  to  the 
community,”  said  Fred  Young, 
Hospital  President,  “as  well  as  our 
commitment  to  boldly  address  the 
challenges  ahead.” 

"Methodist  Hospital  as  well  as 
the  Methodist  Health  System  has 
contributed  to  the  growth  of  East 
New  Orleans,”  continued  Young. 
“It  is  fitting  that  we  recognize  the 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  our  Board  members,  Medi¬ 
cal  Staff,  Auxiliary,  our  Volunteers, 
and  most  of  all,  our  Employees,  for 
their  dedicated,  and  continued  ser¬ 
vice  to  our  Hospital.” 

In  1959,  M.  Kenneth  Schor,  a 
Methodist  layman  of  the  Gentilly 
Church,  conceived  the  idea  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital.  Encouraged  by  his 
pastor,  John  B.  Koelemay,  the  idea 
was  taken  to  the  Men’s  Group  of  the 
Church  and  began  its  long  journey  to 
reality.  Methodist  Hospital  was  orga¬ 
nized  and  incorporated  on  June  14, 
1961,  through  the  leadership  of  resi¬ 


dents  of  the  Gentilly  area  of  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Many  of  the  corporators  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Gentilly  area  of  New  Orleans.  In 
1968,  Methodist  Hospital  became  a 
reality. 

The  25th  anniversary  was  cele¬ 
brated  at  numerous  events  through¬ 
out  1993  including  the  Employee 
Awards  Banquet  and  Clergy  Appre¬ 
ciation  Day.  Also  it  will  be  celebrat¬ 
ed  at  the  upcoming  Steppin’  Out 
Gala  and  Road  Race  and  a  special 
cake-cutting  ceremony. 

The  special  Annual  Report  edi¬ 
tion  of  Vim  &  Vigor,  the  quarterly 
magazine,  will  highlight  the  history 
of  Methodist  Hospital. 

Since  1968,  Methodist  Hospital 
has  offered  a  full-range  of  acute  care 
hospital  services,  administering  to 
the  physical  as  well  as  the  spiritual 
needs  of  our  patients.  To  better  meet 
the  needs  of  the  East  New  Orleans 
community,  continued  growth  was 
experienced  by  the  Methodist  Health 
System  with  the  recent  addition  of 
the  Physicians  Medical  Plaza. 

“I  am  proud  of  what  Methodist 
Hospital  has  become,”  said  Young. 
“I  hope  that  all  members  of  the 
Methodist  family  will  join  in  our 
celebration.” 


Courage  and  cancer. 

“Not  everyone  associates  ‘cour¬ 
age’  with  cancer,”  says  Methodist 
Cancer  Center  Director  Lori  Cupit. 
“Cancer  most  often  brings  to  mind 
negative  images  such  as  ‘fear,’ 
‘pain’  and  ‘sorrow’.  But  for  cancer 
patients,  like  Jonathan  Nelson  and 
the  many  others  that  have  been 
treated  at  the  Cancer  Center,  the  ill¬ 
ness  takes  second  place  to  courage, 
fortitude  and  faith.” 

Jonathan  Nelson  was  one  of  the 
first  patients  to  utilize  the  treat¬ 
ment  services  of  the  Methodist 
Cancer  Center.  After  three  years  of 
fighting  Hodgkin’s  disease,  he  lost 
his  battle  at  the  age  of  22.  His  cour¬ 
age  and  positive  spirit,  however, 
lives  on  through  the  recent  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Jonathan  Nelson 
Cancer  Fund. 

Those  who  knew  Jonathan  com¬ 
ment  that  he  greeted  everyone  with 
a  smile.  His  positive  attitude  about 
life,  throughout  his  cancer  treat¬ 
ment,  made  those  around  him  feel 
better  and,  thus,  enhanced  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  his  life.  Having  a  wonderful 
time  with  friends  and  family  be¬ 
came  the  most  valuable  things  in 
the  world  to  him.  “If  perspective 


was  a  gift,”  Jonathan  said,  “then,  I 
have  received  it,  and  I  am  thank¬ 
ful.” 

His  remarks  during  a  Cancer  Sur¬ 
vivor’s  Day  celebration  in  1989  re¬ 
flected  his  strength.  “After  a  time, 
my  friends  and  I  stopped  talking 
about  my  illness  and  the  other 
changes  in  my  life;  but  it  was  always 
there  . . .  People,  close  to  me,  when 
explaining  their  problems,  would 
begin  to  see,  as  I  did,  that  they  real¬ 
ly  weren’t  important.  A  few  of  them 
even  told  me  ‘I  handled  my  prob¬ 
lems  easier  knowing  what  you  have 
been  through.’  Those  are  the  words 
that  give  my  life  meaning.” 

“Jonathan  will  be  remembered 
for  his  enthusiasm  and  energy  for 
life,”  says  his  mother,  Methodist 
Hospital  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson. 
“Faith  and  its  effect  on  a  positive 
attitude  is  especially  important  in 
times  of  illness.  Jonathan’s  personal 
faith  and  his  extraordinary  attitude 
not  only  helped  him  face  cancer, 
but  helps  others  in  similar  situa¬ 
tions.  I  know  he  would  be  pleased 
that  a  Fund  in  his  memory  provides 
a  strong  foundation  for  helping  oth¬ 
ers.” 

The  Sue  Christensen  Garden  of 


Life  which  winds  through  the  spe¬ 
cially  landscaped  areas  surrounding 
the  Cancer  Center,  was  named  in 
honor  of  a  charter  member  of  the 
Auxiliary  Kathryn  Sue  Johnson 
Christensen. 

For  over  20  years,  she  served  in 
various  capacities,  including  the 
Auxiliary  Board.  She  worked  on  the 
numerous  fund-raising  events  to 
provide  for  the  patients  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  Methodist  Hospital,  and 
continued  to  serve  even  as  an  out¬ 
patient  at  the  Methodist  Cancer 
Center. 

In  1990,  she  lost  her  battle  with 
cancer.  Sue,  as  she  was  known,  was 
like  the  beauty  of  the  flowers  she  so 
loved,  serving  as  a  member  of  many 
area  garden  clubs.  But,  her  hope  to 
live  a  long  and  happy  life  will  al¬ 
ways  be  evident  in  the  daffodil,  the 
flower  of  hope,  which  fills  the  Gar¬ 
den  of  Life. 

Patients  utilizing  chemotherapy 
treatment  enjoy  the  peacefulness  of 
the  garden  and  the  Fountain  of 
Hope,  made  possible  by  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  pastoral  care.  A  part  of  the 
Hospital’s  Reflection  Walk,  the 
Garden  houses  a  special  gazebo 
where  family  members  and  patients 


sit  together  amongst  the  healing 
power  of  a  bright,  sunny  day. 

“Advances  in  the  field  of  cancer 
diagnosis  and  treatment  are  occur¬ 
ring  almost  daily,”  Leif  Pedersen, 
Director  of  Development  com¬ 
ments.  “Donations  to  the  Jonathan 
Nelson  Cancer  Fund  assist  in  areas 
such  as  cancer  research,  state-of- 
the-art  equipment  and  educational 
programs.  Gifts  to  the  Fund  also 
support  the  Methodist  Cancer  Cen¬ 
ter  in  carrying  forth  the  Methodist 
Hospital  mission  of  caring  to  the 
thousands  that  have  been  and  will 
be  served.  Whether  in  honor  of  a 
loved  one,  a  remembrance  or  in 
thanksgiving,  the  Jonathan  Nelson 
Cancer  Fund  will  forever  remain  a 
symbol  of  life  and  hope.  If  you  have 
a  loved  one  or  special  friend  to 
whom  you  would  like  to  give  a  gift 
in  memory  of  or  in  honor  of,  you 
can  specify  which  area  means  the 
most  to  you.” 

For  additional  information  on 
the  Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund 
or  other  ways  to  contribute  to  the 
Methodist  Health  System,  contact 
the  office  of  development  at  244- 
5950. 


Spiritual  Education  Offers  Continuing  Education  To  Clergy 


What’s  new  in  medicine?  In  poli¬ 
tics?  In  education?  How  does  the 
stock  market  affect  the  families  in 
your  church? 

In  today’s  high  paced,  rapidly 
changing  and  developing  world, 
keeping  up-to-date  with  current 
events,  technologies,  policies  and 
philosophies  is  almost  impossible. 
Yet,  access  to  information  and  in¬ 
creased  awareness  of  contemporary 
living  is  especially  important  to 
spiritual  leaders  who  guide  others 
along  the  pathway  to  a  healthy,  spir¬ 
itually  enriching  lifestyle. 

“Ministers  are  asked  to  make 
more  and  more  decisions  concern¬ 


ing  how  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  will  allocate  resources  as 
well  as  delegate  their  spiritual  re¬ 
sponsibilities,”  says  Pendleton  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Hospital  Chap¬ 
lain  Judy  Nelson.  “Wise  decisions 
can  only  be  made,  however,  when 
there  is  information  available  to 
evaluate.” 

For  the  past  several  years,  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  has  made  an  educa¬ 
tional  commitment  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  offering  a  se¬ 
ries  of  lectures  and  programs  that 
qualify  for  continuing  education 
credits. 

“Methodist  Hospital  tries  to  pro¬ 


vide  educational  programming  that 
reflects  the  interests,  concerns  and 
trends  that  affect  ministers  in  their 
role  as  spiritual  leaders,”  Chaplain 
Nelson  says. 

Educational  programs  previously 
offered  by  Methodist  Hospital  in¬ 
clude  a  seminar  on  “Ministers  Han¬ 
dling  Stress.” 

On  Clergy  Appreciation  and  Ori¬ 
entation  Day,  ministers  are  provid¬ 
ed  an  update  on  Methodist  Hospital 
activities  in  a  breakfast  meeting 
with  President  Fred  Young,  a  tour 
of  the  Hospital’s  healthcare  cam¬ 
pus,  and  an  in-depth  lecture  on  con¬ 
temporary  medicine. 

“The  Appreciation  Day  is  de¬ 


signed  to  increase  the  minister’s 
awareness  of  the  Hospital’s  growth 
and  its  contributions  to  the  commu¬ 
nity,”  adds  Chaplain  Nelson.  “An 
exchange  of  information  is  also  ben¬ 
eficial  to  those  attending.” 

In  addition  to  Clergy  Apprecia¬ 
tion  Day,  the  Chaplain’s  Office  cel¬ 
ebrates  Medicine  and  Religion 
Week  annually  with  a  seminar  on 
some  topic  of  interest. 

“The  Hospital  continually  strives 
to  offer  informative,  relative  mate¬ 
rial  that  will  assist  the  Louisiana 
Conference  clergy  in  ministering  to 
the  individuals  and  families  in  their 
care,”  says  Chaplain  Nelson. 
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“  S  Ae  third  Sunday  in  October,  1993,  United  Methodists  throughout 
5  5  immation  will  celebrate  Laity  Sunday.  All  of  us  are  invited  to 

*>  £>  the  ministry  of  all  Christians  as  our  lives  are  empowered  for 

H  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  theme  for  this  year’s  celebration  is 
^[■!  God’s  People  Sing  with  Joy.” 

nieme  reminds  us  that  United  Methodists  are  a  singing  people. 
L  both  to  praise  God  and  to  grow  spiritually.  The  label,  “Singing 

_ sts,”  was  first  given  in  the  early  years  of  the  Wesleys’  ministry 

in  England.  John  Wesley’s  “Directions  for  Singing”  found  in  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  still  guide  our  tradition.  The  hymnal  captures  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  yet  it  also  blends  standard  hymns  with  songs  from 
various  ethnic  traditions.  Songs  from  the  African-American,  Asian,  His¬ 
panic  and  Native  American  heritages  enhance  our  ability  to  appreciate 
the  rich  diversity  of  God’s  creation. 

Several  years  ago,  while  attending  a  United  Methodist  Men  spon¬ 
sored  Ethnic  Men’s  Consultation  in  Dallas,  I  had  the  wonderful  experi¬ 
ence  of  singing  Amazing  Grace  with  several  persons  of  other  ethnic 
backgrounds.  Native  American  men  sang  in  the  five  different  tribal 
tongues  they  represented  while  Asians  and  Hispanics  also  sang  this  fa¬ 
vorite  song  of  the  church  in  their  various  dialects.  The  remaining  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group  sang  in  our  native  English.  All  of  us  were  spiritually 
uplifted  by  the  common  message  of  Christianity  evoked  through  our  very 
different  musical  vessels.  Perhaps  this  singing  experience  best  empha¬ 
sizes  that  though  we  may  be  different  in  gender,  skin  color,  ethnicity  or 
socioeconomic  circumstances,  we  are  joined  together  as  children  of  God. 

As  your  local  church  continues  to  prepare  for  Laity  Sunday,  I  encour¬ 
age  you  to  be  creative  in  your  plans.  Worship  suggestions  may  be  found 
in  the  July-August  1993  edition  of  the  Interpreter  magazine.  Worship 
services  can  involve  children  and  youth  choirs,  men’s  choral  groups, 
family  quartets,  women’s  ensembles  or  favorite  hymns  from  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  Use  your  imaginations  in  developing  opportunities  that  allow  for 
lively  singing.  The  bulletin  insert  available  from  the  Section  on  Ministry 
of  the  Laity,  General  Board  of  Discipleship  beautifully  describes  the  es¬ 
sence  of  this  Laity  Sunday  observance: 

Therefore,  sing  to  God  because  “it  is  right  to  give  our  thanks  and 
praise.”  Sing  for  joy  because  God  has  richly  blessed  each  one  of  us 
“with  hearts  and  hands  and  voices.”  Rejoice  and  sing  with  joy  because 
you  are  a  circuit  rider  and  your  song  will  make  a  difference  in  the  world. 


Baton  Rouge 
Lay  Speakers 
School  Set 

Baton  Rouge  Lay  Speakers’ 
School  is  set  Saturday"  "Oct. "167 
from  8  a.m.  to  noon  in  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  basic  course  is  to  be  taught 
by  Robert  McMurrian,  a  member  of 
St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
He  is  an  experienced  public  speaker 
who  teaches  Dale  Camegie  Courses. 

The  advanced  course  will  be 
taught  by  Dr.  Rod  Kennedy,  minis¬ 
ter  at  St.  Andrew’s.  He  has  taught 
public  speaking  courses  at  LSU  and 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University. 

Certified  lay  speakers  and  all  oth¬ 
er  interested  laity  are  invited  to  en¬ 
roll  in  the  course.  The  office  of  Rev. 
C.  Richard  HofTpauir,  distiict  su¬ 
perintendent,  sent  out  forms  to  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  speakers.  However, 
anyone  may  enroll  by  sending  the 
$5  registration  fee  by  Oct.  3.  Make 
checks  payable  to  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  with  a  memo  for  the  Lay 
Speakers’  School.  Mail  to:  Baton 
Rouge  District  Lay  Speakers’ 
School,  One  American  Place,  Suite 
635,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70825. 

Other  districts  also  plan  schools. 


Around  the 
Conference 

Mount  Zion  UMC,  Calhoun, 
where  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie  is  pas- 
tor.  an  Inviting  Congregation,  will 
hold  training  for  a  Newcomer  Min¬ 
istry  Sunday,  Sept.  19,  in  hopes  of 
making  the  church  even  more  invit¬ 
ing.  By  use  of  a  video,  members  will 
learn  to  participate  in  a  new  meth¬ 
od  of  welcoming  newcomers. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Corie  were  im¬ 
pressed  with  a  large  church  they  vis¬ 
ited  recently  in  Chicago’s  suburbs. 
“We  felt  genuinely  welcome  from 
the  moment  we  were  on  the  proper¬ 
ty,”  he  said.  “  Signs  and  people  wel¬ 
comed  and  directed  us.  The  enthu¬ 
siasm  of  the  worshippers  was  pow¬ 
erfully  evident.  Their  excitement 
about  the  church  was  contagious.” 

Mount  Zion  members  are  making 
an  effort  to  be  intentional  about 
worship,  welcome  and  education. 

*  *  * 

“Celebrate  Yourself,”  Youth  Fall 
Convocation  for  junior  and  senior 
highs  and  youth  workers  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Sept.  25,  10  a.m.  to  3:30 
p.m.  at  Louisiana  College,  Pineville. 

A  teen  witness  will  tell  how  her 
church  supported  her  when  she  be¬ 
came  pregnant.  A  young  man  will  ex¬ 
plain  how  he  got  a  college  scholarship. 


October  Conference  Calendar 


2  District  Workshop:  Christian  Education  Chairpersons  and  Age- 
level  Coordinators,  CEF  Leaders  and  Certified  Lab  Leaders,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  1 0  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

2  United  Methodist  Women  District  Annual  Meetings 

3  World  Communion  Sunday 

3  United  Methodist  Women  District  Annual  Meetings 
7-9  United  Methodist  Information  System  (UMIS)  Introductory 
Seminar,  sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Electronic  Publishing,  9:30 
a.m.  to  noon:  Oct.  7  at  Rayne  UMC,  New  Orleans,  Oct.  8  at  St. 
Andrew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Oct.  9  at  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport 
7-9  United  Methodist  Information  Systems  (UMIS)  User  Training 
Seminar  sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Electronic  Publishing, 

St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  each  day 

8  Sexual  Harassment  Workshop  for  Clergy  —  Acadiana, 

Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  Districts,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 
9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

9  United  Methodist  Women  District  Annual  Meetings 
10  United  Methodist  Women  District  Annual  Meetings 

9-10  Singles  Conference  X,  “Living  Each  Day:  Positively  Single” 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

13-14  Cabinet  Meeting 

15-17  “Reaching  Singles  in  the  90s,”  Leadership  Training  Event, 

Mount  Sequoyah 

1 7  Disability  Awareness  and  Advocacy  Sunday 
17  Laity  Sunday 

2 1  -24  Cursillo  No.  36,  T all  Timbers 

23  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 

10  a.m. 

23  United  Methodist  Women  District  Elected  Leaders  Training 

24  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

24-29  Third  Annual  United  Methodist  Week  for  Older  Adult  Ministries, 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center 

30  Human  Sexuality  Certification  Workshop,  sponsored  by 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 

10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

30  Tri-District  Worship  Workshop  for  Acadiana,  Alexandria  and 
Lake  Charles  Districts,  First  UMC,  Lafayette,  9  a.m.  to  noon 
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CCOM  to  update  education,  ethnic  churches 


From  all  over  the  state  members  came  for  the  well-attended  Con¬ 
ference  Council  of  Ministries  meeting  on  Sept.  1 1  in  First  UMC,  Al¬ 
exandria.  The  fall  meeting  started  with  a  prayer  by  Mat  Kawasaki  of 
Slidell,  budget  committee  chair,  and  a  brief  Bible  study  by  Dr.  Don 
Cottrill,  executive  director  of  CCOM. 


Gloria  Lester-Hygh  of  New  Orleans,  chair  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  Ministries,  talks  about  a  project  with  Judge  Carl  Stewart  of 
Shreveport,  Conference  lay  leader,  and  Rev.  James  A.  Graham, 
Conference  chair  of  Special  Ministries. 

Follow-up  process  started 
for  Conference  Center 


Campus  Ministry  Council,  the 
new  Shreveport  interfaith,  interra¬ 
cial  campus  ministry  of  United 
Methodists,  Presbyterians  and  Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ  will  begin  as  soon  as 
a  director  is  hired  to  coordinate  the 
project. 

Progress  of  the  venture  initiated 
at  Annual  Conference  was  reported 
on  by  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  chair, 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry,  at  the  fall  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Sept.  1 1  at  First  UMC, 
Alexandria. 

Organization  meetings  have  tak¬ 
en  place  for  the  campus  ministry 
that  will  serve  LSU-S,  Southem-S 
and  Bossier  Community  College. 
Centenary  College  will  cooperate  by 
providing  office  space  and  equip¬ 
ment. 

S.T.E.P.  on  Oct.  2 

Dianne  Wilkinson,  chair  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Education 
Committee,  reported  on  the  Sunday 
School  Teacher  Equipping  Process 
(S.T.E.P.)  event  to  be  held  Satur¬ 
day,  Oct.  2,  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
in  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

“A  survey  of  Conference 
churches  has  shown  that  a  lot  of 
churches  don’t  use  Cokesbury  mate¬ 
rials  in  the  Sunday  schools,”  Wil¬ 
kinson  said.  “Some  churches  do  not 
have  children’s  Sunday  school  and 
others  have  classes  conducted  by 
‘spiritually  exhausted’  teachers.” 

Christian  education  leaders 
throughout  the  Conference  have 
been  invited  to  attend  the  October 
session. 

S.T.E.P.  will  be  a  time  of  sharing 
ideas  and  seeking  out  persons  with 
leadership  skills  to  help  solve  the 
problems.  Wilkinson  said,  “We 
plan  to  put  education  on  the  front 
burner.” 

Leading  in  the  S.T.E.P.  event  will 
be  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries;  Wilkinson,  Christian 
education  director,  Trinity  UMC, 
Ruston;  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  director, 
Education  and  Worship  Ministries, 
and  Carolyn  Dove,  Conference 
Youth  Coordinator. 

Persons  who  plan  to  attend  and 
have  not  registered  should  call  Akin  or 
Dove,  (504)  346-1646,  immediately. 

Ethnic  church  needs 

Dr.  George  W.C.  Calvin  Sr.,  Con¬ 
ference  director  Special  Ministries/ 
Institutional  Development,  report¬ 
ed  on  a  March  workshop  that  sur¬ 
veyed  the  needs  of  ethnic  churches. 
He  said  the  Conference  has  1 3 1  eth¬ 
nic  churches;  of  those,  127  are 
black,  two  are  Korean,  one  is  His¬ 
panic  and  one  is  Native  American. 

“Forty-two  have  no  Sunday 
school  at  all  or  one  that  is  poorly  or¬ 
ganized  and  non-functional,”  he 
said.  “Some  churches  have  no  other 
functions  except  worship.” 

Working  with  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  staff  at  the 
workshop,  it  was  found  that  the  ma¬ 
jor  needs  of  the  ethnic  churches  are: 
morale,  leadership  training  (some 
people  stay  in  the  same  offices  for 
years),  cooperation  within  the  UM 
system  with  larger  churches  work¬ 
ing  as  partners  with  smaller  ones, 
help  in  maintaining  facilities,  bud¬ 
get  and  needs  of  the  pastors. 

To  begin  solving  the  problem, 
two  parish  workers  have  been  hired 
and  are  at  work  in  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  assisting  local,  ethnic  churches. 
Calvin  distributed  “A  Comprehen¬ 
sive  Plan  for  Strengthening  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Churches  in  Louisiana.” 

Laity  events 

Dr.  Anita  Crump,  cochair,  Lead¬ 
ership  Development,  announced 
that  district  training  for  Lay  Speak¬ 
ers  is  planned.  She  urged  churches 
to  use  the  Lay  Speakers  in  the  Laity 
Sunday,  Oct.  17,  services.  Judge 
Carl  Stewart  will  be  in  charge  of  a 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  Leader¬ 
ship  Training  event  on  Nov.  13, 
9:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Cottrill  urged  churches  to  send 
potential  leaders  “that  will  lead  the 
church  into  the  future  years.” 

Robert  Brewer,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  consultant  in  leadership  devel¬ 
opment,  will  be  the  speaker. 


Confirmation  Task  Force 

Sarah  Kreutziger,  chair  of  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Discipleship,  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  a  Task  Force  on 
Confirmation  with  Rev.  Mickey 
Stringieid,  pastor  Oak  Park  UMC, 
Lake  Charles,  as  chair.  Churches 
will  be  aided  in  plans  for  Confirma¬ 
tion  classes  and  receiving  youths 
into  the  church  around  Pentecost 
time. 


Attorney  C.  A.  "Hap"  Martin  III, 
CCOM  chair,  moved  the  meet¬ 
ing  along  quickly  so  all  reports 
could  be  heard. 


Youth  delegates  Kristin  Hunt  of 
Monroe  and  Brian  Mercer  of 
Mangham,  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries,  listen  in¬ 
tently  to  future  plans. 


Dr.  James  W.  Jones,  LEFT,  chair 
of  Archives  and  History,  and 
Rev.  C.  Hulen  Warren  Jr.,  chair 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  engage  in  a 
lively  discussion  at  coffee  break 
time.  In  the  background  is  Dr. 
Gerald  Richardson,  superinten¬ 
dent,  Acadiana  District. 


A  Follow-Up  Committee  has 
been  selected  to  complete  the  Con¬ 
ference  Center  campaign.  Pledged 
funds  and  gifts  are  being  received 

Bishop  makes 

appointment 

changes 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  has  an¬ 
nounced  appointment  changes  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Rev.  Kenneth  Duke,  pastor,  First 
UMC,  Baker,  will  take  a  leave  of 
absence  effective  Sept.  30. 

Rev.  Edwin  J.  Dilworth,  pastor  of 
Abbeville-Pecan  Island  UM 
Charge,  will  move  to  First  UMC, 
Baker,  effective  Oct.  1 5. 

Rev.  Barry  Hoekstra,  associate 
pastor,  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  is 
to  become  minister  of  Abbeville-Pe¬ 
can  Island  Charge  effective  Oct.  15. 

Coming  to  Louisiana  from  the 
New  York  Conference  on  Sept.  15, 
Rev.  Benjamin  Santana  became 
pastor  of  Messiah/Spanish  Ministry 
in  Kenner. 


and  reported  monthly.  Work  at  the 
site  and  legal  work  related  to  the 
building  project  are  progressing. 

The  Follow-Up  Committee,  with 
Dr.  Rod  Kennedy  as  chair,  met  re¬ 
cently  to  outline  plans  to  complete 
the  fund-raising  campaign. 

He  said,  “We  want  to  help 
churches  that  have  not  yet  complet¬ 
ed  their  campaigns  or  those  who 
have  not  participated  in  a  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  campaign.  Through  the 
resources  of  our  committee  we  can 
help  our  churches  tell  the  story  of 
how  the  center  will  be  used  and  how 
they  can  be  a  part  of  establishing 
it.” 

On  Committee 

Serving  with  Kennedy  will  be 
Fred  Loy,  Inez  Chrisentery,  Rev. 
Doug  Cain,  Mark  McMurry,  Rev. 
Doug  deGraffenreid,  Rev.  Carol 
Winn,  Vera  Packer,  Rev.  Terilynn 
Russ,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway.  Rev.  C. 
Richard  HofTpauir,  Marvin  Wat¬ 
kins,  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad,  Mat  Ka¬ 
wasaki,  Joyce  Robinson,  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  Rev.  Scott 
Bullock,  Janet  Hobbs,  J.  D.  Lor- 
mand  and  Dr.  Don  Cottrill. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  project  coordinator, 
said  preparation  for  an  economic 
development  grant  by  the  Village  of 
Woodworth  has  been  completed  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  water  and 
gas  service  to  the  center  site. 

Legal  aspects 

Legal  work  is  being  prepared 
which  will  bring  the  center  property 
into  the  village  limits  of  Wood- 
worth.  therefore  providing  fire  and 
police  protection  and  garbage  pick¬ 
up. 

Williamson  said  the  area  of  the 
lake  is  still  being  cleared.  A  detailed 
topographic  survey  of  building  site 
is  being  made.  Architects  are  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  design  development 
drawings.  Preliminary  designs  for 
the  chapel  are  being  made. 

Negotiations  with  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  throughout  the  state  are  be¬ 
ing  conducted  to  secure  financing. 


Anita  Crump  of  New  Orleans,  chair,  Lay  Speakers;  Rev.  McKinley 
Franklin  of  Harvey,  chair,  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race;  Dr. 
Phil  Woodland,  superintendent,  Monroe  District,  and  Diane  Wilkin¬ 
son  of  Ruston,  chair.  Education,  at  CCOM's  meeting,  at  CCOM's 
meeting. 
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Religion's  pervasiveness: 
Is  this  the  untold  story? 


A  new  study  that  purports  to  re¬ 
veal  a  “chasm  of  misunderstand¬ 
ing"  between  journalists  and 
religious  leaders  is  both  surprising 
and  instructive. 

The  study,  sponsored  by  the 
Nashville-based  Freedom  Forum 
First  Amendment  Center  at  Van¬ 
derbilt  University,  listed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  among  its  findings: 

■  Religious  leaders  and  journal¬ 
ists  are  “divided  by  seas  of  suspi¬ 
cion”:  the  former  fear  being 
misunderstood  and  misrepresent¬ 
ed,  the  latter  fear  making  mistakes 
and  incurring  the  wrath  of  reli¬ 
gious  people; 

■  Inadequate  news  coverage  of  re¬ 
ligion  is  more  the  result  of  ignorance 
and  lack  of  resources  than  of  an  in¬ 
herent  anti-religion  bias  among  jour¬ 
nalists  as  is  often  supposed; 

■  Journalists  tend  to  be  more 
optimistic  than  religious  leaders 
about  the  role  of  religion  in  Amer¬ 
ican  life,  both  personal  and  public. 

Such  puncturing  of  stereotypes, 
particularly  regarding  the  media, 
is  as  timely  as  it  is  unexpected. 

For  example.  President  Clinton 
rightly  pointed  out  during  a  recent 
prayer  breakfast  for  members  of  the 
media  that  events  across  the  globe, 
from  Bosnia  to  South  Africa,  dis¬ 
close  on  an  almost  daily  basis  reli¬ 
gion’s  pervasiveness  in  human 
affairs.  It  follows  that  informed  cov¬ 
erage  of  the  religious  factor  can  only 


Editorial 

enhance  general  understanding  of 
and  participation  in  world  events. 

It  is  bad  news,  therefore,  that  an 
apparent  “chasm  of  misunder¬ 
standing"  separates  the  two 
worlds,  the  media  world  and  the 
religious  world.  It  is  particularly 
good  news,  however,  that  the  Van¬ 
derbilt  study  indicates  an  open¬ 
ness  by  journalists  and  editors  to 
improving  coverage  of  religion’s 
role  in  personal  and  public  life. 

The  burden  for  such  improve¬ 
ment,  however,  does  not  lie  solely 
with  the  media.  A  corresponding 
need  exists  for  those  of  us  in  the 
religious  community  to  become 
more  “media  savvy.” 

A  big  step  in  that  direction,  for 
example,  would  be  to  become  bet¬ 
ter  informed  about  how  editors 
decide  what  is  news,  how  news  is 
presented  (for  example,  with  or 
without  photos  or  other  visual  dis¬ 
plays),  and  how  it  is  “slanted”  to¬ 
ward  a  particular  reading  or 
viewing  audience. 

In  short,  a  commitment  by  both 
sides  to  get  better  acquainted  is  an 
idea  whose  time  is  long  overdue. 
Moreover,  it’s  an  idea  whose  moti¬ 
vation  is  rooted  in  a  principle 
shared  by  both  the  media  and  by 
people  of  religious  faith,  particu- 
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Religion  intersects  and  shapes  world  events  (see  accompanying 
editorials),  as  evidenced  by  this  rabbi's  warning  students  at  Jeri¬ 
cho's  ancient  synagogue  that  Prime  Minister  Rabin  is  helping  cre¬ 
ate  a  Palestinian  state  that  will  destroy  Israel. 


larly  Christians:  Truth — including 
the  spiritual  truths  that  motivate 
much  of  our  “newsmaking”  ac¬ 
tions — is  essential  to  healthy  lives 
and  healthy  communities. 

Hence,  anything  that  can  be 
done  should  be  done  to  enhance 
the  flow  of  accurate  information 
that  illuminates  the  truth  in  and 
about  human  affairs,  of  which  reli¬ 
gion  is  an  inescapable  part. 

A  practical  step  for  any  congrega¬ 
tion  toward  narrowing  the  media- 
religion  chasm  would  be  a 


get-acquainted  session  between  a 
congregational  leader — not  neces¬ 
sarily  the  pastor — and  a  local  news¬ 
paper  and/or  broadcast  news  editor. 

Another  step  would  be  to  invite 
a  newsperson  to  speak  to  one  or 
more  church  groups. 

In  whatever  dialogue  ensues, 
seek  ongoing  ways  to  promote  mu¬ 
tual  understanding  and  responsi¬ 
ble  treatment  of  how  spiritual  life 
interacts  with  and  helps  shape  life 
“in  the  world,”  perhaps  more  than 
many  of  us  realize. 


People  of  true  faith  make  a  discernible  difference 


There’s  at  least  one  dramatic  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  “chasm”  between  the 
media  and  religion,  with  results  that 
at  best  can  be  described  as  “under¬ 
reporting”  (see  preceding  editorial). 

Although  unacknowledged  by  the 
media  and  generally  unrecognized 
even  by  church  leaders,  the  recent 
Israeli-Palestinian  peace  treaty  can 
be  viewed  as  the  most  recent  fruit 
of  events  set  in  motion  more  than 
four  years  ago  in  St.  Nicholas 
Church  in  Leipzig,  East  Germany. 

A  group  of  Christians  began  to 
meet  in  1 989  for  prayer  each  Mon¬ 
day  night  in  the  800-year-old  church 
out  of  concern  for  deteriorating  so¬ 
cial  and  economic  conditions  in 
their  country.  These  Monday  night 
prayer  meetings  expanded  into 
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peaceful  protests  in  the  streets. 

In  response,  churches  all  across 
East  Germany  added  their  witness 
to  the  mounting  wave  of  societal 
discontent  that  eventually  toppled 
the  Berlin  Wall  and  brought  down 
communist  governments  all  across 
eastern  Europe,  including  the  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

According  to  numerous  analysts, 
The  Soviet  Union’s  collapse  and  re¬ 
sulting  inability  and/or  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  pursue  power  politics  as 
usual  in  the  Middle  East  caused  a 
dramatic  shift  in  the  region’s  bal¬ 
ance  of  power.  That  shift  opened 
the  door  for  negotiating  the  recent 


treaty  between  Israel  and  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Liberation  Organization. 

Add  to  the  preceding  scenario  at 
least  three  other  religion-based  ef¬ 
forts:  (1)  countless  behind-the- 
scenes  efforts  by  religious  leaders 
promoting  Israeli-Palestinian  dia¬ 
logue;  (2)  persistent  and  often  cou¬ 
rageous  support  by  Christians  and 
other  religious  groups  for  the  hu¬ 
man  and  civil  rights  of  oppressed 
Palestinians,  and  (3)  decades  of 
prayer  around  the  world  for  a 
peaceful  resolution  of  tensions  in 
the  region. 

A  succinct  analysis  such  as  this 
that  credits  religious  forces  cannot 
adequately  explain  events  as  com¬ 
plex  as  the  Middle  East  peace  trea¬ 
ty.  What  it  does,  however,  is 


illustrate  a  reality  that  the  secular 
media  too  often  seem  to  miss  and 
that  the  religious  community  is  re¬ 
luctant  or  unwilling  to  emphasize: 

The  beliefs  and  actions  of  people 
of  faith  make  a  discernible  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  world. 

We  believe  that  “religious  differ¬ 
ence”  in  the  world  is  of  such  impor¬ 
tance  that  the  media  should  want  to 
report  it  and  that  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  should  want  to  claim  it. 

It  is  that  difference  which  re¬ 
minds  us  that  our  lives  are  under 
the  influence  not  only  of  “princi¬ 
palities  and  powers”  but  of  other 
forces — and  a  Force — that  shape 
and  call  us,  as  a  familiar  hymn 
states,  to  be  reclothed  “in  our 
rightful  mind.” 


Is  that  old  pro-life  argument  still  around? 


I  am  surprised  that  people  still 
use  that  old  argument,  “If  you  are 
pro-life,  why  do  you  support  the 
death  penalty?”  (see  UMR  Letters, 
Aug.  20). 

The  simple  truth  is  that  a  person 
sentenced  to  death  has  been  afford¬ 
ed  all  the  long  (and  costly)  legal  pro- 
ceedings  and  still  has  been 
pronounced  guilty  of  a  heinous 
crime  against  society.  He/she  has 
been  judged  worthy  to  lose  their  life 
for  their  sin. 

An  unbom  baby  (not  guilty  of 
anything),  on  the  other  hand,  is  lia¬ 
ble  to  receive  the  death  penalty,  (i.e. 
is  judged  not  worthy  to  live),  with¬ 
out  any  such  legal  niceties. 

The  answer  to  Mr.  Jones’  implicit 
question  is  this:  Pro-life  people  will 
probably  stop  supporting  the  death 
penalty  when  unborn  babies  (or  “fe¬ 
tuses”)  are  given  legal  representa¬ 
tion  and  a  right  to  trial-by-jury 
before  being  terminated. 

Ron  Stelzleni 
Mondovi,  Wisconsin 

The  spirit  within  me  wept 

I  generally  read  through  the  Re¬ 
porter  with  mild  disgust,  occasional 
anger  and  sometimes  a  “Hooray!” 
at  the  underlying  attitudes  ex¬ 
pressed  and  supported. 

As  I  read  your  Aug.  27  article, 
“Song  carries  Florida  UM’s  love  to 
flooded  midwest,”  the  spirit  within 
me  wept.  The  truth  of  our  condition 
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the  Editor 

was  so  graphically  displayed  in  Ms. 
Burkholder’s  last  words. 

And,  as  she  said,  it  is  hurricane 
season.  People  are  watching  the 
skies  (Matthew  16:2-3).  Church, 
wake  up;  oh  please  wake  up. 

Susie  Wimmer 
Montgomery  City,  Mo. 

A  women's  issue,  but . . . 

In  a  recent  issue,  the  picture  of 
the  man  holding  a  sign  identifying  a 
doctor  as  an  abortionist  causes  me 
to  wonder  anew  about  the  activities 
of  men  in  this  very  emotional  issue. 

Abortion  is  not  solely  a  women’s 
issue,  but  women  seem  to  be  the 
main  target  of  the  hatred.  It  appears 
to  me  that  a  generation  of  men  has 
been  raised  to  avoid  taking  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  actions. 

Consequently,  we  have  little  or 
no  mention  by  the  anti-abortion 
people  of  the  fact  that  men  have 
carelessly  impregnated  women 
when  there  is  no  intention  of  stick¬ 
ing  around  for  the  next  1 8  years  to 
help  rear  the  child  as  we  expect  the 
young  women  to  do. 

If  men  took  more  responsibility 
to  avoid  conception,  would  not  the 
need  for  abortions  be  reduced  dra¬ 


matically?  We  know  that  not  all 
women  are  angels;  nevertheless, 
they  don’t  get  pregnant  by  them¬ 
selves. 

Perhaps  the  men  who  are  so  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  anti-abortion  movement 
really  want  to  condemn  only  wom¬ 
en.  Until  the  men  begin  preaching 
to  each  other  to  avoid  causing  con¬ 
ceptions  that  they  have  no  intention 
of  caring  for,  their  activism  in  this 
movement  seems  not  to  be  aimed  at 
saving  babies  but  another  way  to 
brutalize  women,  which  makes 
their  actions  despicable. 

Roberta  Harkness 
Dodge  City,  Kan. 

Don't  blame  the  banners 

I  beg  to  differ  with  the  Rev.  Jor¬ 
dan  E.  Detzer  (see  Here  I  Stand, 
July  30). 

I  agree  that  our  United  Methodist 
denomination  has  been  declining, 
but  I  believe  that  our  churches’ 
hanging  bright  banners  in  our  sanc¬ 
tuaries  and  our  ministers’  wearing 
non-traditional  robes  and  stoles 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
church’s  decline. 

Also  I  disagree  with  his  idea 
against  carrying  just-baptized  babies 
up  and  down  the  aisles  to  let  the  con¬ 
gregation  see  them.  I  think  this  view¬ 
ing  is  wonderful  and  important,  for 
wc  as  a  congregation  have  just  prom¬ 
ised  to  help  nourish  the  babies  with 
love  and  Christian  teaching.  We  can 


see  them  close  up  and  realize  that  the 
baptism  of  babies  is  to  be  taken  seri¬ 
ously  in  relation  to  our  responsibility 
as  church  members. 

I  believe  that  our  church’s  decline 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  church 
members  too  easily  pick  up  secular¬ 
ized  thinking  from  TV,  books, 
newspapers  and  other  people. 
Therefore  we  don’t  take  our  faith  as 
seriously  as  we  used  to  as  members 
of  Christ’s  body,  the  church,  and 
thus  don’t  do  evangelizing  in  our 
everyday  lives. 

Evangelizing — telling  others  the 
Good  News  and  what  it  means  to  us 
personally — is  what  everyone  who 
calls  himself  or  herself  “Christian” 
should  be  doing. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Detzer  that  we 
should  bless  our  evangelists  and 
send  laymen  out  into  our  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  our  larger  communities  and 
the  world.  This  is  our  divine-given 
mission. 

But  let’s  not  omit  the  banners 
and  tapestries,  stoles  and  other 
things  we  do  to  celebrate  our  faith. 
These  things  remind  us  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  exciting.  We  need  to  cele¬ 
brate  before  we  go  out  to  tell  the 
Good  News! 

Marion  Mintzer 
Alexandria,  Va. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 
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“Bear  one  another’s  burdens,  and 
in  this  way  you  will  fulfill  the  law  of 
Christ.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Philippians  4:11) 

Readings  for  week  of  SepL  26 

Sunday:  Psalms  78:1-4 
Monday:  Psalms  78:12-16 
Tuesday:  Exodus  17:1-3 
W  ednesday:  Exodus  17:4-7 
Thursday:  Philippians  2:1-4 
Friday:  Philippians  2:5-1 3 
Saturday:  Matthew  2 1 :23-32 


Ordination  is  into 
the  universal  church 


By  WILLIAM  R.  FARMER 

In  January  of  1990  I  entered  into 
full  communion  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  while  still  intending 
to  maintain  my  membership  as  an 
ordained  United  Methodist  minister. 

As  a  result  of  that  action,  ques¬ 
tions  have  arisen  concerning  the 
meaning  of  ordination  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  especially  as 
it  relates  to  our  ecumenical  desire 
to  be  unified  with  all  Christian  de¬ 
nominations. 

There  are  a  few  aspects  of  the 
meaning  of  ordination  upon  which 
I  think  all  United  Methodists 
should  agree: 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
ordains  for  ministry  in  the  universal 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  those  whom 
it  judges  to  have  received  an  au¬ 
thentic  call  from  God  to  this  minis¬ 
try  (as  well  as  meeting  educational 
and  other  requirements). 

Those  so  ordained  best  demon¬ 
strate  their  loyalty  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  the  faithful¬ 
ness  with  which  they  fulfill  their  call 
to  ministry  in  the  universal  church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

If  an  ordained  elder  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  in  fulfillment 
of  his  or  her  call,  is  led  to  make  a 
theologically  valid  gesture  of  ecu¬ 
menical  reconciliation  (such  as  en¬ 
tering  into  full  communion  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church)  and  this 
action  prompts  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  terminate  his  or  her 
membership,  then  this  would  be  a 
sign  that  ordination  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  something  less 
than  ordination  for  ministry  in  the 
universal  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Here  I  Stand 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Farmer  is  a  re¬ 
tired  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Surely  this  is  not  what  we  intend 
when  we  ordain  persons  into  the 
ministry  of  the  universal  church  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Of  course.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  must  continue  to  exercise 
disciplinary  authority  over  those  it 
ordains.  But  The  United  Methodist 
Church  fulfills  this  responsibility  on 
behalf  of  the  universal  church  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  and  is  guided  by  the 
norms  of  scripture,  tradition,  rea¬ 
son  and  experience. 

To  follow  these  norms  will  afford 
The  United  Methodist  Church  its 
best  protection  against  the  danger 
of  making  our  denominational  au¬ 
thority  absolute  at  the  expense  of 
the  authority  of  the  universal 
church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  an  age  of  ecumenical  achieve¬ 
ment  it  would  be  cynical  to  main¬ 
tain  that  the  universal  Body  of 
Christ  has  no  voice  except  the  indi¬ 
vidual  voices  of  its  denominations. 
Ecumenical  dialogue  and  action  can 
and  must  be  strengthened. 

Speaking  this  past  month  on  the 
occasion  of  an  ecumenical  meeting  of 
Lutherans,  Baptists,  Orthodox,  and 
Roman  Catholics  in  the  Lutheran 
Cathedral  at  Riga,  Estonia,  Pope 
John  Paul  II  correctly  observed  that 
“Jesus’  call  for  unity  is  growing  more 
powerful  than  the  temptation  to  sep¬ 
aration  and  division.” 

Are  we  as  United  Methodists 
ready  to  recognize  this? 


Silent  steps  among  peace 


By  R.  RANDY  DAY 

I  went  to  Washington  on  Sept.  13 
for  the  historic  signing  of  the  Pales- 
tinian-Israeli  Declaration  of  Princi¬ 
ples  for  peace. 

I  was  not  among  the  seated  guests 
on  the  south  lawn  of  the  White 
House.  Rather  I  walked  among  the 
people  in  Lafayette  Park  and  along 
the  edges  of  the  Ellipse. 

My  radio  allowed  me  to  hear  Shi¬ 
mon  Perez,  Mahmond  Abbas,  Yitz¬ 
hak  Rabin,  Yasser  Arafat  and  Bill 
Clinton.  I  rejoiced  in  their  bold 
steps  for  peace  as  1  stepped  silently 
around  those  who  were  quietly 
praying  and  those  who  were  loudly 
protesting,  blocking  traffic  and 
burning  a  Palestinian  flag. 

While  reflecting  on  some  of  my 
own  reservations  about  unresolved 
justice  issues,  I  felt  a  profound  hope 
in  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organi- 
zation-lsraeli  effort  to  break  the 
endless  cycle  of  violence,  revenge 
and  mistrust, 

1  thought  of  the  wounded  chil¬ 
dren  I  had  seen  in  a  Gaza  hospital 
in  1990  and  I  recalled  the  numer¬ 
ous,  shocking  human  rights  reports 
of  Israeli  state  violence  against  Pal¬ 
estinian  children  and  youths. 

It’s  time  to  halt  the  arresting,  in¬ 
terrogating,  detaining,  beating,  tor- 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  R.  Ran¬ 
dy  Day  is  pastor  of 
lesse  Lee  Memori¬ 
al  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in 
Ridgefield,  Conn., 
and  a  clergy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 


turing  and  killing.  It’s  time  to  stop 
the  attacks  on  Israeli  citizens  and  to 
denounce  international  terrorism. 

I  thought  of  the  humiliation  and 
harassment  heaped  upon  Jews  and 
Palestinians  for  centuries.  I  can 
walk  freely  through  Washington 
streets,  but  Palestinians  have  had  to 
walk  into  forced  exiles. 

I  celebrate  the  fact  that  both  Pales¬ 
tinians  and  Israelis  are  speaking  for 
themselves.  I  celebrate,  too,  their  mu¬ 
tual  recognition  of  each  other’s  rights 
to  exist  within  historic  Palestine. 

May  our  continued  efforts  for 
peace  with  justice  be  deeply  rooted 
in  the  sacred  scriptures  of  the  Jews, 
the  Christians  and  the  Muslims, 
sharing  with  the  world  a  model  of 
religious  and  human  tolerance. 


VISN... TELEVISION  WORTH 
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how  preaching 
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RELY  ON  LAY  MISSIONERS:  Recruit¬ 
ing  and  training  lay  mission  workers  to  do 
front-line  ministries  will  be 
a  primary  component  of  a 
United  Methodist  Hispanic 
plan,  a  churchwide  plan¬ 
ning  committee  decided  re¬ 
cently.  The  33-member 
group,  led  by  Bishop  Joel 
Martinez  (Nebraska  Area), 
learned  that  several  annual 
conferences  already  train 
and  deploy  a  number  of  laity  for  work  within 
Hispanic  communities.  The  churchwide  com¬ 
mittee  also  received  a  report  on  the  National 
Hispanic  Ministries  Challenge  Fund,  set  up  by 
the  1992  General  Conference. 

HIGH  LOAN  DEFAULT  RATE:  For¬ 
mer  medical  and  dental  students  at  Meharry 
Medical  College,  United  Methodism’s  only  pro¬ 
fessional  school,  owe  more  than  $18  million  in 
defaulted  student  loans,  according  to  a  list  com¬ 
piled  recently  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services.  Responding  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  report  covering  medical  and  dental 
schools  across  the  country,  executives  at  the 
Nashville  school  said  they  will  attempt  to  find 
delinquent  students  and  require  them  to  repay 
their  loans.  Meharry  is  one  of  the  1 1  historically 
black  institutions  among  the  nearly  100  colleges 
and  universities  related  to  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH:  Concern  for  holis¬ 
tic  care — including  spirituality — was  expressed 
by  a  United  Methodist  minister  during  a  recent 
meeting  of  President  Clinton's  Health  Care  Re¬ 
form  Task  Force.  The  Rev.  Julian  Byrd,  direc¬ 
tor  of  chaplain  services  for  Methodist  Hospital 
in  Houston,  presented  the  concern  along  with  five 
ecumenical  leaders  in  chaplaincy  and  pastoral 
counseling.  Dr.  Byrd  told  the  Houston  Area  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  that  the 
task  force  was  especially  interested  in  exploring 
ways  that  medical  education  might  be  modified 
to  provide  better  preparation  of  young  physicians 
in  recognizing  patients’  spiritual  needs. 

PROFILE  OF  CHAMPIONS:  Four 

United  Methodist  young  people  are  featured  on 
“The  Winning  Edge,”  a  13-week  television  se¬ 
ries  on  the  Trinity  Christian  Network  designed 
to  inspire  young  people  “to  be  the  best  they  can 
be.”  Scheduled  are  Richard  Wagner,  22,  a  cy¬ 
clist  from  Indiana,  Oct.  2;  Shepherd  Clark,  1 7, 
junior  Olympic  champion  ice  skater  from  Geor¬ 
gia  and  Colorado,  Oct.  9;  Greg  Gaff,  a  U.S.  Ma¬ 
rine  Harrier  plane  captain  from  North  Carolina, 
Oct.  16,  and  Bruce  Banta,  an  all-state  champion 
volleyball  player  from  Georgia,  Dec.  4. 

REMINDER  IN  ADVANCE:  Following 
strong  response  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Mid¬ 
west  Flood  Victims,  officials  for  the  United 
Methodist  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church  re¬ 
cently  reminded  local  churches  of  procedures  for 
making  gifts  to  the  general  Advance.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  your  local  church  with 
the  project’s  Advance  code  number  and  name  at 
the  bottom  left  hand  comer.  Checks  should  then 
be  forwarded  to  the  conference  treasurer.  Confer¬ 
ence  treasurers  then  forward  gifts  to  Advance 
GCFA,  P.O.  Box  19001,  Church  Street  Station, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10277-1106. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  in  the  world 


_ 3 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Study  finds  press/ church  mutual  distrust 


By  RAY  WADDLE 

Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO — An  unhealthy 
mutual  distrust  exists  between 
the  press  and  religious  leaders, 
inhibiting  the  free  flow  of  infor¬ 
mation,  according  to  a  national 
survey  of  clergy  and  journalists 
conducted  by  The  Freedom  Fo¬ 
rum  First  Amendment  Center  at 
Vanderbilt  University. 

The  distrust  is  rooted  in  a 
clash  of  goals  and  values,  the  sur¬ 
vey  said — a  press  engaged  in  a 
search  for  facts,  and  a  religious 
community  that  cherishes  the 
discovery  of  faith  beyond  facts. 

“Faith  draws  heavily  on  revela¬ 
tion  and  intuition;  news  reporting 
strives  for  verifiable  information,” 
write  the  survey  authors — John 
Dart,  a  “Los  Angeles  Times”  reli¬ 
gion  columnist,  and  the  Rev.  Jim¬ 
my  Allen,  a  former  Southern 
Baptist  national  executive. 

The  survey  says,  “Reporters 
and  editors  value  clarity,  reason, 
facts  and  egalitarian  ideals.  Thus, 
newspeople  may  find  the  basis  of 
religious  knowledge  too  subjec- 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOIOS 

Religion  news  editor  John  Dart  (left)  and  Southern  Baptist 
leader  Jimmy  Allen  say  their  recent  study  shows  "a  chasm"  be¬ 
tween  the  press  and  religion  (see  accompanying  story). 


tive,  intuitive  and  unverifiable  in 
ordinary  ways.” 

However,  the  survey  also  de¬ 
bunked  perceptions  of  the  media 
as  godless  secularists  with  no  per¬ 
sonal  interest  in  religion. 

Mr.  Dart  and  Dr.  Allen  inter¬ 
viewed  or  sampled  more  than 
500  religious  leaders  and  approx¬ 


imately  370  reporters  and  editors 
at  daily  newspapers  over  the  last 
nine  months. 

They  found  that  72  percent  of 
newsroom  editors  and  95  percent 
of  religion  coverage  specialists  say 
religion  is  personally  important  to 
them. 

Those  findings  contrast  with  a 


much-publicized  1 980  study  of  the 
so-called  Eastern  media  elite,  lim¬ 
ited  to  240  journalists  in  New 
York  and  Washington.  The  earlier 
study  said  50  percent  of  the  news 
people  surveyed  had  no  religion, 
while  86  percent  said  they  seldom 
or  never  attended  worship. 

“Both  institutions  [press  and 
religion]  have  a  common  goal — 
truth-telling,”  said  Dr.  Allen.  “If 
we  could  only  find  better  ways  to 
deal  with  each  other,  then  society 
will  benefit.” 

Among  other  survey  findings: 

■  A  national  sampling  of  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  priests  and  Protes¬ 
tant  ministers  said  news  about 
religion  is  unfairly  negative,  but 
most  editors  and  religion  writers 
denied  the  charge. 

■  About  8  in  10  journalists  be¬ 
lieve  society  has  "benefited 
greatly  from  the  news  of  erring 
televangelists,  child  molesting 
priests  and  harmful  sects.” 

Clergy  surveyed  were  less  sure 
on  that  point,  though  mainline 
Protestant  ministers  agreed  by  a 
5-3  ratio.  Catholic  priests  were 


See  related  editorial  on  Page  2. 


evenly  divided,  and  evangelical- 
fundamentalist  pastors  disagreed 
5-3. 

■  Most  of  the  nation’s  newspa¬ 
pers  and  broadcasters  don’t  take 
religion  seriously  enough  as 
news,  though  religious  atten¬ 
dance  greatly  exceeds  that  of 
sporting  events.  An  estimated  50 
of  the  nation’s  approximately 
1,600  daily  newspapers  have  a 
full-time  religion  writer,  and  only 
one  television  station  does. 

The  authors  offered  several 
suggestions  to  improve  the  cover¬ 
age  of  religion: 

■  Religious  leaders  should  be 
more  accessible  to  the  press  and 
improve  and  update  their  media 
relations  offices. 

■  Newsrooms  should  take  reli¬ 
gion  more  seriously  and  enliven 
the  subject. 

■  Universities  should  make 
more  religion  experts  more  readi¬ 
ly  available  to  the  news  media. 


From  flak  to  celebration 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  1979,  some  people  accused 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery  and  oth¬ 
er  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  (SCLC)  leaders  of 
fraternizing  with  terrorists  when 
they  met  with  Palestine  Libera¬ 
tion  Organization  (PLO)  Chair¬ 
man  Yasser  Arafat. 

On  Sept.  1 3,  Dr.  Lowery,  a  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  minister 
from  Atlanta,  had  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  sitting  on  the  White 
House  lawn  as  a  mutual-recogni¬ 
tion  accord  between  the  PLO  and 
Israel  was  signed. 

Dr.  Lowery  said  that  when  Mr. 
Arafat  and  Israeli  Prime  Minister 


Yitzhak  Rabin  shook  hands,  it 
brought  tears  to  his  eyes. 

“I  stood  on  my  feet  and  ap¬ 
plauded,”  he  said.  “It  was  histor¬ 
ic;  it  was  holy  and  it  was 
hopeful.” 

Dr.  Lowery,  president  since 
1976  of  the  organization  founded 
by  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.,  met  with  frustration  14  years 
ago  when  an  SCLC  group  negoti¬ 
ated  with  Mr.  Arafat  in  Beirut, 
Lebanon.  This  was  the  first  black 
delegation  to  meet  with  him. 

Israel  was  shelling  Palestinian 
camps  in  Lebanon,  and  the 
SCLC  managed  to  get  Mr.  Arafat 
to  agree  to  a  90-day  cease-fire. 

Unfortunately,  they  could  not 


See  related  editorial  on  Page  2. 


get  the  same  commitment — or 
even  an  audience — with  Israel’s 
then  Prime  Minister  Menachem 
Begin,  Dr.  Lowery  said. 

The  SCLC  group  also  talked 
with  Muslim  and  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  throughout  the  Middle  East 
as  it  discussed  non-violent  solu¬ 
tions  to  the  conflict. 

“We  caught  considerable  flak 
when  we  came  back  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  from  a  meeting  with 
Arafat,”  Dr.  Lowery  added.  “But 
we  thought  it  was  the  right  thing 
to  do.” 


o  missionary,  it's  good  news 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

For  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  the  Rev.  Alex  Awad,  the  Sept. 
13  signing  of  the  Israeli-Palestin- 
ian  peace  accord  was  the  good 
news  he  had  waited  years  to  hear. 

The  47-year-old  Palestinian 
has  been  a  refugee  in  one  way  or 
another  since  age  2. 

Throughout  his  life  he  has  been 
blocked  from  permanent  and,  fi¬ 
nally,  even  temporary  residence  in 
what  he  considers  his  homeland. 

The  fact  that  he  is  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  assigned  to 
work  in  Jerusalem  and  Bethlehem 
has  not  stopped  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment’s  denying  him  a  visa  for  four 
years.  But  the  recent  pledge  and 
handshake  between  former  ene¬ 


mies  could  change  his  luck. 

The  day  after  the  White  House 
ceremony,  Mr.  Awad  was  seated 
at  his  computer,  typing  a  letter  to 
the  Israeli  embassy  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  He  said  he  wants  officials 
there  to  reconsider  his  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  work  permit. 

It  may  be  the  right  time.  His 
brother,  Mubarak — who  had 
been  branded  as  an  "archenemy” 
of  Israel  and  deported  in  June 
1988  because  of  his  non-violent 
work  for  Palestinian  rights — was 
in  Jerusalem  in  September  on  a 
10-day  visitor’s  visa. 

“He  has  been  warmly  wel¬ 
comed  from  both  Israelis  and 
Palestinians.”  Mr.  Awad  said. 

He  spoke  with  both  Mubarak 
and  another  brother,  Bishara,  the 


director  of  Bethlehem  Bible  Col¬ 
lege,  after  the  peace  agreement 
was  signed. 

"They  both  are  very  upbeat, 
very  optimistic,  very  hopeful," 
he  reported.  “Their  assessment  is 
that  the  majority  of  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  people  are  very  supportive  of 
the  peace  accord.” 

Mr.  Awad,  living  in  McKin¬ 
ney,  Texas,  said  he  is  pleased  to 
have  good  news  to  spread  as  he 
meets  with  United  Methodist 
church  groups,  explaining  the  sit¬ 
uation  in  the  Middle  East  and 
how  Christians  have  promoted 
peace  there. 

“I  used  to  go  to  churches  with 
bad  news  about  all  the  injus¬ 
tices."  he  explained.  "Now  I  can 
go  with  a  different  tune." 


JIM  SOMMER  PHOTO 

Lifting  high  the  cross  in  Illinois 

DECATUR,  III. — An  80-foot-high  cross  and  flame  was  re¬ 
cently  raised  at  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in  Deca¬ 
tur.  The  cross  faces  U.S.  Route  51  which  goes  through  the 
city.  The  $12,500  steel  cross  was  a  gift  by  member  Rich¬ 
ard  Kinnemon  in  honor  of  his  wife,  Bernice.  Volunteers 
laid  the  foundation  and  erected  the  cross. 


Scholar  at  center  of  dual  membership  case 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Is  a  United  Methodist  minister  in 
“disobedience”  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  joining  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church? 

This  question  will  be  answered  by 
the  church’s  “supreme  court” — the 
Judicial  Council — when  it  meets  in 
Atlanta  Oct.  27-30. 

The  case  involves  the  Rev. 
William  R.  Farmer,  a  biblical  schol¬ 
ar  who  joined  Holy  Cross  Catholic 
Church  in  Dallas  as  a  layperson  on 
Jan.  25,  1990,  while  retaining  his 
clergy  credentials  with  the  United 
Methodist  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference. 

Following  discussions  by  clergy 
members  of  that  conference  in  execu¬ 
tive  session  in  both  1992  and  1993, 
Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake  (Dallas  Area) 
was  asked  to  rule  on  the  question  of 
the  claimed  dual  membership. 

Bishop  issues  ruling 

The  bishop  ruled  last  June  that 
“an  elder  in  full  connection  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  who  has 
joined  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  is  in  full-communion  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  is  in  dis¬ 
obedience  to  the  Order  and  Disci¬ 
pline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Bishop  Blake  added  that  "the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  North  Texas  Conference 
clergy  session  June  1993  that  Dr. 
William  Farmer  is  blameless  in  his 
life  and  official  administration  is  il¬ 
legal.” 

Under  United  Methodist  proce¬ 


. . .  'disobedient'! 

dures.  Bishop  Blake’s  rulings  were 
automatically  sent  to  the  Judicial 
Council  for  review. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Report¬ 
er,  Dr.  Farmer  said  membership  in 
both  denominations  is  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  his  commitment  to  ecume¬ 
nism  and  racial  justice  ministries. 

For  30  years,  he  served  as  profes¬ 
sor  of  biblical  studies  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

He  said  he  struggled  during  that 
time  with  how  Catholics  and  Prot¬ 


estants  say  they  are  one  in  the  body 
of  Christ  but  did  not  “practice  what 
they  preached." 

He  said  he  also  struggled  with 
how  racism  was  so  deeply  seated  in 
Methodism  on  a  church-wide  level, 
“preventing  many  ordained  Anglo 
ministers  from  making  a  Christian 
witness." 

Personal  life  caught  up 

Then  “my  personal  life  caught  up 
with  the  results  of  my  historical 
study,”  said  the  professor.  He  talked 
to  a  priest  and  the  bishop  of  the 
Catholic  diocese  of  Dallas  about  join¬ 
ing  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Dr.  Farmer  said  he  was  told  that 
he  would  be  recognized  as  a  Catholic 
layman  with  no  authority  to  adminis¬ 
ter  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion  as  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Many  in  the  diocese  also 
knew  of  Dr.  Farmer’s  visit  to  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Vatican  Council  in  Rome  during 
1964  and  1965  and  his  work  editing 
a  Catholic  Bible  commentary  from 
an  ecumenical  perspective. 

“But  being  a  member  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  does  not 
compromise  my  covenant  as  a  min¬ 
ister  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,”  contends  Dr.  Farmer. 

“Entering  into  full  communion 
has  not  made  me  disloyal  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  has 
made  me  appreciate  it  more.” 

Speaking  from  his  office  at  Cath¬ 
olic-related  University  of  Dallas, 
Dr.  Farmer  said  he  is  living  proof 
that  Catholics  and  Methodists  can 
worship  together. 


See  related  Here  I  Stand  on  Page  2 


Each  Sunday  he  drives  to  St. 
Luke  “Community”  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas  and  partici¬ 
pates  in  worship  services.  Following 
that  service  he  drives  about  1 5  min¬ 
utes  to  attend  services  at  Holy 
Cross  Catholic  Church. 

'There  is  no  conflict' 

St.  Luke  is  a  predominantly  black 
congregation,  and  Holy  Cross  is  a 
multi-racial  congregation. 

“People  have  asked  me,  ‘How  do 
you  attend  both  churches?  It  is  hard 
for  me  to  attend  just  one,’  ”  said  the 
professor. 

“I’m  not  saying  that  this  is  some¬ 
thing  every  member  should  do.  But 
every  member  can  covenant  to  wor¬ 
ship  with  a  friend  in  another  church, 
or  with  a  person  of  another  race. 

“Why  did  I  do  it?  In  response  to 
the  Holy  Spirit." 

Dr.  Farmer  concluded  that  The 
Roman  Catholic  Church  is  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  human  family  and 
that  God  wants  people  to  model  the 
human  family. 

“What  I  have  done  is  have  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  body  of  Christ,"  con¬ 
cluded  Dr.  Farmer.  “Now  my  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  body  of  Christ  is 
called  into  question  because  it 
might  be  absolutizing  denomina- 
tionalism. 

“There  is  no  conflict.  It’s  just  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  grow  in 
the  Lord.” 
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1  owerful  preaching.  Visionary  leadership.  Vibrant  spirituality. 

That  s  what  the  church  of  today  needs.  That’s  what  the  Beeson 
Pastor  Program  promises. 

If  you  desire  to  grow  as  a  preacher  and  leader,  Asbury  Seminary's 
newest  doctor  ol  ministiy  track  is  for  you.  Developed  by  pastors,  for 
pastors,  you  II  learn  to  energize  your  sermons,  maximize  your  resources 
and  revolutionize  your  spiritual  life. 

Sharpen  your  ministry  through  on-  and  oil-campus  mentoring  experi¬ 
ences  with  today  s  most  accomplished  professors  and  pastors.  Intensive 
preaching  labs,  site  visits  to  leading  churches  and  exposure  to  state-of- 
the-art  technology  will  equip  you  for  relevant,  life-changing  ministry 
hollowing  the  one-year  residential  program,  funded  by  the  Beeson 
Pastor  grant,  you  II  return  to  the  pastorate  prepared  to  face  today’s 
challenges.  Call  Asbuiy  Seminary's  director  of  admissions  today  at 
I -800-2- ASBURY  to  learn  more  about  one  ol  the  most  exciting  doctoral 
opportunities  available. 
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AGAPE'  OPENING:  The  new  AGAPE 
United  Methodist  Church  building  in  Pamu, 
Estonia,  still  doesn't  have  windows  and  doors, 
but  that  didn't  stop  a  recent  opening  celebra¬ 
tion.  More  than  300  people  squeezed  into  the 
250-seat  sanctuary  for  the  celebration,  which 
also  marked  the  congregation’s  72nd  anniversa¬ 
ry.  Exterior  work  has  been  completed  except  for 
windows  and  doors,  and  interior  work  has  just 
begun,  according  to  the  Rev.  Ullas  Tankler,  pas¬ 
tor.  The  celebration,  covered  widely  by  the 
news  media  in  Estonia,  included  members,  city 
officials  and  friends. 


CELEBRATION:  Nationally  known  artists 

and  entertainers  including  Maya  Angelou,  Bob¬ 
by  McFerrin  and  the  Edwin 
Hawkins  Singers  were 
scheduled  to  join  a  celebra¬ 
tion  Sept.  23  in  honor  of  . 
the  30th  anniversary  of  the  I 
Rev.  Cecil  Williams  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  San  Francisco.  The  cele-  I 
bration  continues  through  Cecil  Williams 
Sept.  26  with  two  special  worship  services  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  family  reunion  festival. 


COMMUNICATORS  NAMED:  a 

veteran  church  communicator  has  been  named 
editor  of  the  weekly  church  newspaper  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  North  Texas.  The  Rev.  Robert 
L.  Robertson,  former  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications  Council  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico,  will  serve  as  editor  of 
the  North  Texas  conference  edition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  He  replaces  the 
Rev.  J.  William  Matthews,  \\ho  will  become  an 
associate  pastor  of  Highland  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas. 

WORK  TEAM  TO  ISRAEL:  Enactment 

of  the  Middle  East  peace  agreement  may  make 
this  a  prime  time  for  mission  work  with  Pales¬ 
tinian  Christians  in  the  West  Bank,  says  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Bonnie  Jones  Gehweiler 
of  Waynesville,  N.C.  She  is  leading  a  two-week 
volunteers  in  mission  work  team  to  Israel  in  Oc¬ 
tober.  The  group  will  do  Bible  study  and  con¬ 
struction  work  in  Beit  Sahour,  a  village  near 
Bethlehem. 

URBAN  MISSIONS:  “The  People  Need 

the  Lord”  is  the  theme  for  a  regional  urban  mis¬ 
sions  program  at  United  Methodist  Temple  in 
Port  Arthur,  Texas,  Oct.  1-2.  Guest  speakers 
will  include  the  Rev.  William  Jennings  Bryan 
III,  pastor  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas,  and  Ruth  Palmer,  executive  director 
of  Wesley  Community  Center  in  Houston.  Wor¬ 
ship  leader  is  the  Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  pastor 
of  Windsor  Village  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston. 

CHALLENGE  GRANT:  a  $500,000  chal¬ 
lenge  grant  was  issued  to  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  recently  by  the  Kresge  Foundation  to 
complete  a  library  renovation  and  campus  im¬ 
provement  project.  The  Rev.  Lovett  H.  Weems 
Jr.,  president  of  the  United  Methodist-related 
seminary,  said  the  school  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
has  until  Feb.  1,  1994,  to  raise  gifts  and  pledges 
to  secure  the  foundation  gift. 

CORRECTION:  In  the  Aug.  6  edition  of 
the  Reporter,  Jack  Umembudi,  a  citizen  of  Zaire 
who  is  a  pilot  in  the  Wings  of  Caring  Ministry, 
was  incorrectly  identified  as  Jack  Umbudi  of 
Nigeria.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  errors. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'Shalom'  team  surveys  two  Windy  City  sites 


"In  the  midst  of  the  ' urban  crisis'  is  a  spirit  so 
powerful ...  in  the  midst  of  the  darkness,  the 
light  of  Cod  shines." 

—  the  Rev.  Frank  Portee 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— The  Rev.  Fran¬ 
cisco  Arroyo  sometimes  gets  up 
at  2  a.m.  to  help  a  homeless  per¬ 
son  who  comes  seeking  shelter 
and  food  at  Humboldt  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
Windy  City’s  north  side. 

Serving  in  the  improverished 
neighborhood  of  Hispanic-  and 
African-Americans,  Mr.  Arroyo 
doesn’t  worry  about  himself  In¬ 
stead  he  frets  over  how  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  estimated  10,000 
homeless  people — mostly  women 
and  children — that  his  100-mem¬ 
ber  congregation  helps  annually. 

'Finding  resources  is  hard' 

“Finding  resources  is  hard,” 
Mr.  Arroyo  said.  “Food  is  a  po¬ 
litical  tool;  commodities  that  are 
supposed  to  come  to  us  end  up 
some  other  place. 

“It’s  a  24-hour  job,  but  if  we 
don’t  do  it,  they  won’t  be  helped.” 

Less  than  10  miles  away  on 
Chicago’s  south  side,  in  the  his¬ 
torically  African-American  En¬ 
glewood  section,  the  Rev. 
Kwame  John  Porter  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  sponsor  an  array  of  faith- 
based  social  ministries  aimed  at 


helping  people  escape  urban  pov¬ 
erty,  hunger,  despair  and  vio¬ 
lence. 

“They  can’t  give  you  money  but 
they  can  love  you,”  says  Mr.  Por¬ 
ter  of  the  people  he  helps.  “They 
love  you  with  their  presence  when 
they  watch  the  building  for  you  or 
with  their  words  and  tears  in  their 
eyes  when  they  thank  you  for  the 
food  that’s  so  good.” 

John  Ukpong,  who  runs  the 
church’s  “Will  Feed”  food  pro¬ 
gram,  agrees. 

A  community  beacon 

“We’re  trying  to  be  a  beacon  in 
this  community.  They  say  this  is 
the  worst  community  in  Chicago, 
but  there  are  many  Englewoods.” 

Both  churches — Humboldt  Park 
and  Christ — were  focal  points  re¬ 
cently  for  a  visit  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  Jr. 
(Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area)  and  the 
Rev.  Frank  Portee.  a  staff  member 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Mr.  Portee 


serves  as  support  for  the  church’s 
new  Shalom  Zone  program  to  fos¬ 
ter  “shalom  (peace)  communities” 
around  urban  congregations. 

The  visit  was  to  view  possible 
sites  for  expanding  the  church’s 
Shalom  Zone  program  from  its 
initial  base  in  Los  Angeles. 

Similar  Shalom  Zone  commit¬ 
tee  visits  are  now  being  made  in 
other  major 
cities  that 
have  commu¬ 
nities  needing 
restoration 
and  mission 
evangelism. 

Bishop 
May  and  Mr. 

Portee  were 
accompanied  Felton  E.  May 
on  their  inspection  visit  by  Bishop 
R.  Sheldon  Duecker  (Chicago  Area) 
and  representatives  of  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference  and  the 
national  Shalom  Zone  committee. 

At  Humboldt  Park  church  the 


group  heard  that  Mr.  Arroyo  and 
his  full-time  staff  of  six  oversee 
outreach  including: 

■  A  drop-in  center  where 
homeless  women  and  children 
can  receive  lunch  and  supper  and 
information  on  how  to  find  jobs, 
housing,  education,  etc.; 

■  A  food  and  clothing  pantry; 

■  A  warming  center  that  can 
house  50  homeless  men  during 
Chicago’s  bitter  winters; 

■  An  after-school  program  de- 
signed  to  help  low-income 
youngsters  gain  skills  that  will 
make  them  employable; 

■  A  monthly  clinic,  staffed  by 
volunteer  physicians,  that  specif¬ 
ically  targets  homeless  people, 
many  of  whom  suffer  from  alco¬ 
holism,  drug  addiction  and/or 
mental  illness; 

■  Transitional  housing  for  peo¬ 
ple  trying  to  get  off  the  streets. 
They  stay  in  six  apartments  within 
the  Humboldt  Park  building. 

“One  hundred  percent  of  our 
new  members  have  come  from 
our  outreach  programs,”  said  Mr. 
Arroyo.  “Now  we  have  an  En¬ 
glish-  speaking  congregation  and  a 
Spanish-speaking  congregation.” 

At  Christ  UMC,  the  Shalom 
Zone  inspection  group  heard 
about: 


■  The  “Will  Feed”  program 
that  fed  more  than  50,000  people 
in  1992; 

■  People  Educated  Against 
Crime  in  Englewood  (PEACE), 
headed  by  former  gang  leader 
Hal  Baskin,  whose  efforts  have 
brought  about  a  3 1  percent  drop 
in  violent  crime  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood; 

■  Winners  Circle  Businesses, 
in  which  husband  and  wife  La¬ 
mar  and  Adrienne  Kelly  teach 
practical  business  and  entrepre¬ 
neurial  skills; 

■  Successful  Employment,  in 
which  Ann  Milton  prepares  peo¬ 
ple  to  go  to  work; 

■  Talented  Tenth  African- 
American  College  Prep  Project, 
in  which  Frank  Johnson  Jr.  helps 
African-American  students  enter 
college. 

All  of  these  efforts  embody 
what  Christ  church’s  pastor  calls 
“Umojo  Shalom.” 

Mr.  Portee  summed  up  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  day’s  visits  on  the 
Shalom  Zone  group. 

“I’m  overwhelmed  by  being 
here  today,”  he  said.  “In  the 
midst  of  the  ‘urban  crisis’  is  a 
spirit  so  powerful  ...  in  the 
midst  of  the  darkness,  the  light  of 
God  shines.” 


Church-born  'quitters'  reach  out  to  Croatia 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  plane  bound  for  Monaco  re¬ 
cently  carried  unusual  cargo: 
Quilting  pieces — enough  bits  of 
pattern  and  color  to  make  23 
quilts — tucked  around  theatrical 
sets  and  props. 

In  the  passenger  cabin,  some 
40  Coloradoans — amateur  ac¬ 
tors,  production  staff  members 
and  friends — were  headed  to  an 
international  theatre  festival  in 
the  famous  principality  on  the 
Mediterranean  Sea. 

About  a  third  of  the  group 
were  United  Methodists. 

Gifts  for  Croatians 

The  name  of  the  play  the  group 
would  perform  was  “Quilters,” 
but  the  quilting  pieces  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  the  play.  Instead, 
they  were  gifts  for  Croatian 
women  made  destitute  by  car¬ 
nage  in  the  former  Yugoslavia. 

At  the  heart  of  both  projects — 
the  play  and  the  quilting  supplies 
for  Croatia — were  members  of 
Littleton  (Colo.)  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

The  story  goes  like  this: 

In  1982,  Anawyn  Shamas,  a 
lifelong  United  Methodist, 
formed  a  drama  group  at  the  Lit¬ 
tleton  church.  Out  of  that  group 
grew  a  community  theatre  group 
called  the  Main  Street  Players. 

The  group  continued  to  re¬ 
hearse  at  the  church,  where  Ms. 
Shamas  and  her  daughter,  Ellen 
Shamas-Wright,  are  co-chairs  of 
the  church’s  worship  work  area. 
Ms.  Shamas-Wright  was  music 
director  of  the  Monaco  produc- 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  THE  MAIN  STREET  PLAYERS 

These  seven  women  were  the  cast  of  "Quilters,"  a  play  based  on 
the  journals  and  diaries  of  real-life  frontier  women.  The  play,  di¬ 
rected  by  United  Methodist  laywoman  Annawyn  Shamas  of  Lit¬ 
tleton,  Colo.,  represented  the  United  States  at  an  international 
theatre  festival  in  Monaco. 


tion.  The  troupe’s  production 
manager  is  Martha  Staudte,  who 
is  active  in  the  children’s  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  church. 


The  company  first  performed 
“Quilters”  for  the  Littleton  cen¬ 
tennial  celebration  in  1990.  The 
play,  based  on  real-life  journals 


and  letters  of  frontier  women, 
was  written  and  composed  by 
Molly  Newman  and  Barbara  Da- 
mashek  of  the  Denver  Center 
Theatre  Company. 

The  performance  was  such  a 
success  that  the  company  decid¬ 
ed  to  enter  it  in  the  state  compe¬ 
tition  for  community  theatre 
groups.  They  won  there  and  won 
again  in  regional  competition  in 
Craig,  Colo. 

Although  Littleton’s  Main 
Street  Players  didn’t  win  the  na¬ 
tional  competition  in  Kansas  City, 
the  judges  invited  the  Colorado¬ 
ans  to  represent  the  United  States 
in  the  10th  World  Festival  of  Am¬ 
ateur  Theatre  in  Monaco.  The  fes¬ 
tival  was  started  by  Princess  Grace 
in  the  1950s. 

The  players  worked  for  the 
next  two  years  to  raise  enough 
money  through  benefit  perfor¬ 
mances  and  donations. 

In  the  meantime,  through  Ann 
Batt,  a  woman  in  Monaco  who 
acted  as  their  go-between  with 
the  French-speaking  theatre  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  festival  site,  they  found 
out  about  the  Croatian  women 
who  needed  quilt  pieces. 

UM  women  help 

The  United  Methodist  women 
and  quilting  groups  in  Littleton 
in  a  short  time  had  collected 
“great  mounds”  of  colorful  fab¬ 
rics  to  take  to  Monaco. 

A  doctor  in  the  company  col¬ 
lected  medical  supplies,  which  he 
hand  carried  to  Monaco. 

When  the  company  left  for  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  town  gave  them  a  big 
sendoff  with  a  mayor’s  proclama¬ 


tion  and  a  senior  citizen’s  kazoo 
band. 

On  their  arrival  in  Monaco 
they  were  met  by  Ms.  Batt,  who 
arranged  for  the  medical  and 
quilting  supplies  to  go  to  Croatia. 

“When  we  handed  over  the 
quilting  pieces,”  Anawyn  Shamas 
later  told  the  Reporter,  “I  was  re¬ 
minded  of  a  line  from  the  play: 
‘These  quilts  is  from  the  ladies  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church.’ 

“That  line  has  spanned  genera¬ 
tions  and  is  now  a  part  of  an  in¬ 
ternational  project  that  will  help 
these  Croatian  women  develop 
an  art  and  a  craft.  The  quilts  will 
be  sold  to  help  rebuild  their 
country.” 

“Quilters”  opened  the  interna¬ 
tional  festival  in  Monaco  and  the 
response  was  “overwhelming,”  Ms. 
Shamas  said. 

“The  play  honors  women’s 
work  and  touches  women  very 
deeply,"  she  said. 

'Show  stoppers' 

"The  show  was  stopped  many 
times  by  applause  and  laughter,” 
she  continued.  “And  after  the 
show,  women  came  up  to  the  cast 
with  tears  in  their  eyes.” 

This  sharing  of  talents  by  people 
from  all  walks  of  life — piano  teach¬ 
ers,  waitresses,  school  teachers,  a 
physician  and  many  others — led 
Ms.  Shamas  to  say,  “It  reminded 
me  of  the  story  in  the  Bible  about 
the  talents.  I  know  it’s  supposed  to 
mean  money,  but  I  feel  it  refers  to 
talent  like  singing,  acting  or  danc¬ 
ing — that  you’re  not  supposed  to 
bury  it.  You’re  supposed  to  use  it 
for  the  good  of  everyone.” 


“Without  those 
prayers,  it  would 
be  a  lot  harder!  ” 

Tm  grateful  lor  the  Prayer  Calendar!  Those 
prayers...are  on  act  ol  faith  and  connection. 
People  remember  us,  though  they  don't  hove  lo. 
They  write  lo  us  hecouse  they  wont  to!' 

— CkfBli no  Bow,  Mesjcoory  CoKtplion,  ChiU 


Pl.uer  1994 

('.|lendar  <t 

Remember  in  proyer  United  Methodist  missionaries  on  their  birthdays  ond  the  many 
mission  projects  and  pcogroms  ol  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Order  the  1994  Prayer 
Calendar  (#1752)  $5.00  plus  posloge  and  handling  charges.  Avoiloble  alter 
November  1, 1993  from: 

SERVICE  CENTER,  7820  Reoding  Road,  Collar  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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'Local  pastors'  find  favor 
within  changing  ministries 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  growing 
costs  of  supporting  seminary  gradu¬ 
ates  and  the  increasing  numbers  of 
retiring  clergy  are  prompting  great¬ 
er  use  of  “local  pastors”  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Most  ordained  elders  in  the 
church  are  seminary  graduates  who 
itinerate  (agree  to  annual  assign¬ 
ment  by  the  bishop). 

Local  pastors,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  not  required  to  have  seminary 
degrees,  are  licensed  by  the  bishop 
rather  than  ordained  and  do  not 
itinerate. 

Local  pastors  perform  all  pastoral 
duties,  including  the  sacraments  of 
baptism  and  holy  communion,  as 
well  as  the  services  of  marriage 
(where  state  laws  allow),  burial, 
confirmation  and  membership  re¬ 
ception,  but  only  while  assigned  to 
a  particular  congregation. 

During  the  past  five  years,  the 
number  of  local  pastors  in  training 
has  increased  50  percent,  a  trend 
that  is  expected  to  continue  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Robert  Kohler,  staff  member  of  the 
church’s  Division  of  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry,  based  here. 

Between  1,500  and  1,600  local 


pastors  are  currently  in  training  and 
about  5,000  are  under  appointment 
to  local  churches.  The  number  of 
ordained  elders  serving  as  pastors  is 
about  26,000. 

Many  small  churches  can  no 
longer  support  financial  packages 
required  for  an  ordained  elder, 
which  Mr.  Kohler  estimates  at 
$40,000  annually  (including  salary, 
housing,  pension  and  insurance). 
Local  pastors  also  fill  a  vacuum 
caused  by  a  rapid  increase  in  the 
number  of  retiring  elders  and  a  stat¬ 
ic  number  of  probationary  elders. 

Many  bishops  and  their  cabinets 
are  assigning  local  pastors  to  start 
new  congregations,  particularly  in 
ethnic-minority  communities,  Mr. 
Kohler  said  in  an  interview  with 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 
Without  local  pastors,  he  said, 
United  Methodism  would  be  un¬ 
able  to  serve  among  many  Hispanic 
communities. 

Some  local  pastors  are  also  being 
added  to  staffs  of  large  churches 
and  to  chaplaincy  positions,  Mr. 
Kohler  added. 

To  relieve  the  pastor  shortage, 
some  bishops  and  their  cabinets  are 
assigning  pastors  of  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  Mr.  Kohler  said. 


& chermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  1450  to 
$5,000  .  .  .  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 


the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS. 


Free  Information  -  Schcrmer’s  Specialty  Pecans"^ 

□  YESIOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans.  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising. 


Your  Name  _ 

Group  s  Name 
Your  Address  _ 


Your  Telephoi 
Date  of  Sale  _ 


.  No,  Members  Selling  _ 


Return  to  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


Fo^^BnnEatlon,  use  order  form  or  call 
TOLL^Re  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany.  GA  31706-3650 
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Community  funds  restore  historic  church 


"For  many  years,  our  building  had  fallen  into 
disrepair  due  to  lack  of  funds  and 
neglect. . .  When  we  received  building  code 
citations  from  the  city  inspector  seven  years  ago , 
we  decided  we  had  to  make  repairs  and  help 
restore  this  magnificent  church." 

 — Mary  Wise 


By  LINDA  MATSUMOTO 

CHICAGO — Architecture  buffs 
might  be  familiar  with  the  historic 
community  of  Pullman,  on  Chica¬ 
go’s  southeast  side. 

Founded  in  the  late  1800s  by 
railroad  tycoon  George  Pullman, 
the  landmark  area  was  established 
as  a^  residential  enclave  for  Pull¬ 
man’s  employees. 

One  integral  component  of  Pull¬ 
man's  visionary,  self-sufficient 
community  was  the  Pullman  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  built  in 
1881. 

Just  as  the  community  was  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  church,  the 
church  itself  was  built  around  the 
ornate  organ  that  dominates  the 
sanctuary. 

Now.  more  than  a  century  later, 
the  Pullman  church  is  slowly  being 
restored  to  its  former  architectural 
splendor. 

’’For  many  years,  our  building 
had  fallen  into  disrepair  due  to 
lack  of  funds  and  neglect,”  said 
the  Rev.  Mary  Wise,  pastor  of  the 
church  since  1988. 

She  said  the  church  has  no  jani¬ 
tor. 

“When  we  received  building 
code  citations  from  the  city  in¬ 
spector  seven  years  ago,  we  decid¬ 


ed  we  had  to  make  repairs  and 
help  restore  this  magnificent 
church,”  Ms.  Wise  said. 

At  the  same  time,  the  church’s 
administrative  council  was  faced 
with  a  dilemma  concerning  the 
church’s  future. 

“We  were  at  a  crossroad,”  Ms. 
Wise  recalled.  “We  had  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  to  close,  merge  or 
grow,  because  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  [Northern  Illinois]  couldn’t 
afford  to  sustain  a  dying  church.” 

Community  rescue 

That’s  when  the  Pullman  Civic 
Organization  and  the  Pullman 
Foundation  intervened  and  rallied 
to  support  its  landmark  church. 

“They  organized  a  Pullman  his¬ 
toric  house  tour  in  October  1991 
and  raised  $  1 4,000  to  help  fix  the 
church  roof,”  Ms.  Wise  said. 

“Local  community  groups 


knocked  on  doors  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  collected  $3,000  for  the 
restoration  fund." 

A  $10,000  grant  from  the  Chica¬ 
go  Home  Missionary  Society  also 
helped  pay  for  major  roof  repairs. 
A  bequest  from  a  member  who  re¬ 
cently  passed  away  provided  a  me¬ 
morial  fund  for  stained  glass 
window  repairs. 

“This  summer,  we  had  two 
youth  groups  and  mission  teams 
from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  that 
came  to  our  church  to  help  work 
on  interior  repairs  including  plas¬ 
tering  and  painting,”  Ms.  Wise 
said. 

“The  junior  and  senior  high  stu¬ 
dents  had  so  much  energy  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  were  able  to  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  our  class¬ 
rooms  and  fireplace.” 


Ms.  Wise  described  Pullman,  lo¬ 
cated  in  a  "changing  neighbor¬ 
hood,”  as  a  “church  in  transition.” 

With  an  average  Sunday  atten¬ 
dance  of  20  active  members — 
from  approximately  75,  predomi¬ 
nately  white,  members  who  are  se- 
nior  citizens — Ms.  Wise  is 
exploring  ways  to  revitalize  her 
congregation  and  help  it  become 
more  inclusive. 

Area  changing 

“We’re  in  a  community  that’s 
racially  integrated,  with  blacks 
and  Hispanics  moving  into  the 
area,”  pointed  out  Ms.  Wise. 

"We’re  a  small  congregation 
and  we  need  to  start  attracting 
new  members  and  bring  more 
community  activities  into  the 
church. 

"We’re  the  only  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  a  two-mile  radius 
within  walking  distance.” 

Ms.  Wise  also  pointed  out  that 
most  Pullman  United  Methodist 
members  are  former  Baptists,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  and  Lutherans. 

Ms.  Matsumoto  is  editor  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter,  from 
which  this  article  was  taken. 


CHICAGO — Pullman  United  Methodist  Church  got  an  extra 
boost  in  restoration  funds  when  Warner  Bros.,  producers  of  the 
“The  Fugitive,"  rented  the  church  for  part  of  the  recent  release's 
filming.  Pictured  below  left  is  Harrison  Ford  with  an  unidentified 
film  extra  at  the  church.  The  church's  newly  restored  sanctuary  is 
shown  below  right. 


Indiana  UMs  return  favor  by  shipping  hay 


By  LYNNE  DeMICHELE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Some  Indiana  United  Methodist 
farmers  are  taking  literally  Christ’s 
admonition  to  “Do  unto  others  . . .” 

And  what  they’re  doing  involves 
hay,  truckloads  of  it,  headed  for 
drought-stricken  South  Carolina. 

The  turnabout  started  in  1987 
during  a  drought  that  struck  the 
Clark  County,  Ind.,  area.  South 
Carolina  farmers,  hearing  of  the 
problem,  sent  thousands  of  hay 
bales  to  help  keep  hungry  Indiana 
cattle  alive  until  rains  revived 
scorched  pastures. 

It  seemed  only  natural,  when 
South  Carolina  recently  found  itself 


in  a  similar  plight,  that  Indiana 
farmers  would  reciprocate. 

The  46  South  Carolina  counties 
have  been  declared  a  drought  disas¬ 
ter  area  with  all  hay,  com,  wheat  and 
soybean  crops  lost  for  lack  of  rain. 

Thousands  of  cattle  are  in  danger 
of  starving,  and  local  estimates  pre¬ 
dict  as  much  as  20  percent  of  the 
state’s  farms  may  be  forced  into 
bankruptcy  as  a  result. 

An  Indiana  farm  widow  sparked 
the  hay-relief  effort. 

Martha  King  of  New  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Jeffer¬ 
sonville  asked  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Doug  Sanders,  if  the  church  could 
do  something  to  help  the  farmers  in 


the  parched  Southeast. 

Mr.  Sanders  called  the  Rev.  John 
Windell,  New  Albany  (Indiana) 
District  missions  secretary,  and 
they  were  off  and  running. 

Word  spread  like  a  prairie  fire 
among  district  pastors,  through  a 
telephone  network  and  among 
farmers  at  a  Clark  County  4-H  Fair 
auction.  In  a  few  days,  farmers  were 
mobilized. 

“There’s  a  call  in  on  this  hourly, 
offering  hay,”  says  Mr.  Windell. 
“It’s  amazing  what  these  congrega¬ 
tions  have  done.” 

Local  farmers  estimated  that  500 
bales,  a  truckload,  will  feed  50  head 
of  cattle  for  a  month. 


An  Indiana  farm 
widow  sparked  the  hay- 
relief  effort.  She  asked 
her  pastor  if  the  church 
could  do  something  to 
help  the  farmers. 

“You’re  saving  a  farm  per  track,” 
Mr.  Sanders  suggests.  “And  it’s  good 
hay  we’re  sending,  not  scrub  hay.” 

For  a  while  there  was  more  hay 
than  means  of  transporting  it,  until 
Mr.  Windell  contacted  the  Rev. 
Harry  Workman,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  pastor  in  South  Carolina  who 
works  with  Farm  Relief.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  to  send  tracks  to 
pick  up  the  hay. 

Some  local  truckers,  hearing 
about  the  project,  have  also  volun¬ 
teered  to  help  transport  the  feed. 

Mr.  Windell  estimates  that  so  far 
more  than  2,500  bales  of  hay — five 
truckloads — have  been  shipped, 
with  many  more  promised. 

“We’re  just  really  getting  start¬ 
ed,”  he  said.  “They’re  going  to  need 
hay  all  through  the  winter.” 

Mr.  Windell  expects  the  number 
of  bales  to  more  than  quadruple  in 
coming  weeks. 

Mr.  Workman  has  been  meeting 
the  tracks  as  they  arrive  in  South 
Carolina  and  leading  them  to  farms 
where  desperate  cattle  paw  the 
dusty  ground. 

When  South  Carolina  farmer  Ned 
McGill  saw  the  first  hay  track  pull 
in  to  his  farm,  Mr.  Workman  said, 
“He  just  sat  down  and  cried.” 

Ms.  DeMichele  is  editor  of  the 
Hoosier  United  Methodist  News, 
monthly  newspaper  for  the  Indiana 
Area. 


Former  barber  lifted ' stone  of  help ' 


Come,  thou  Fount  of  every  blessing. 
Tune  my  heart  to  sing  thy  grace ; 
Streams  of  mercy,  never  ceasing, 
Call  for  songs  of  loudest  praise. 
Teach  me  some  melodious  sonnet, 
Sung  by  flaming  tongues  above, 
Praise  the  mount!  I’m  fixed  upon  it, 
Mount  6f  thy  redeeming  love. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Apprenticed  to  a  London  bar¬ 
ber  when  he  was  1 4,  Robert  Rob¬ 
inson  preferred  reading  books  to 
cutting  hair. 

When  he  was  17  he  became  a 
Christian  through  the  influence 
of  the  preaching  of  George 
Whitefield. 

Soon  after  his  conversion,  he 
began  to  preach — first  with  a 
Methodist  congregation  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  then  with  an  independent 
congregation  in  Norwich. 


History 
of  Hymns 

For  almost  30  years  he  was 
pastor  of  a  Baptist  congregation 
at  Cambridge. 

A  gifted  speaker,  he  spoke  out 
boldly  for  the  abolition  of  slav¬ 
ery.  Before  and  during  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  Robinson 
championed  the  independence  of 
the  American  colonies. 

Robinson  wrote  “Come,  Thou 
Fount  of  Every  Blessing”  in 
1858.  The  hymn  includes  numer¬ 
ous  scriptural  allusions,  most  sig¬ 
nificantly  the  use  of  the  word 
“Ebenezer”  in  the  first  line  of 
stanza  two. 

In  1  Sam.  7:12  appears  this 


text:  “Then  Samuel  took  a  stone 
and  set  it  up  between  Mizpah 
and  Jeshanah  and  named  it  Eb¬ 
enezer;  for  he  said,  ‘Thus  far  the 
Lord  has  helped  us.’  ”  Ebenezer 
is  a  Hebrew  word  meaning 
“stone  of  help.” 

The  anonymous  tune  used 
with  this  hymn  appeared  in  a 
tunebook  published  by  John  Wy¬ 
eth  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  1813.  It 
was  intended  for  use  by  the 
Methodists  and  Baptists  in  their 
camp  meetings  and  revivals,  so 
numerous  in  Pennsylvania  at 
that  time. 

In  1793  Wyeth  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Harrisburg  by 
President  George  Washington,  a 
post  he  held  for  five  years. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Lead  On,  O  King  Eternal " 


'Catch  the  Spirit'  looks 
at  'English-only'  bill 


United  Methodist  Communications 

The  “English-only”  movement, 
which  would  establish  English  as  the 
official  language  of  the  United  States, 
is  examined  as  part  of  a  special 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  edition  on  mutual 
respect  to  air  the  week  of  Oct.  3. 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  a  30-minute 
magazine  program,  tells  stories  of 
how  people  are  making  a  difference 
as  they  live  out  their  Christian 
faith. 

Anisa  Mehdi  and  Hilly  Hicks  ob¬ 
serve  the  30th  anniversary  of  the 
civil-rights  “March  on  Washing¬ 
ton,”  co-hosting  against  the  back¬ 
drop  of  the  Washington,  D.C.,  Mall. 

The  “English-only”  segment 
opens  with  footage  of  a  Wisconsin 
legislator’s  introduction  of  a  con¬ 
gressional  bill  to  make  English  the 
official  U.S.  language. 

U.S.  Rep.  Toby  Roth,  speaking 
May  3,  1993,  to  a  House  chamber 
emptied  by  the  lunch  hour,  empha¬ 


sizes  the  fact  that  the  United  States 
“is  fast  becoming  a  society  divided 
by  language  ...  we  will  inherit  all 
the  problems  that  stem  from  this 
development.” 

Mr.  Roth  continues,  “How  can 
we  reunite  the  diverse  peoples  of 
America  into  one  nation?” 

He  answers  his  own  question: 
“We  must  go  back  to  our  roots,  our 
common  foundation — the  English 
language.” 

It  is  true  that  97  percent  of  U.S.  cit¬ 
izens  speak  English,  but  Steve  Carbo 
of  Washington,  a  representative  of  the 
Mexican-American  Legal  Defense 
and  Educational  Fund,  argues  against 
Mr.  Roth’s  legislation. 

"People  don’t  understand  the 
downside,”  Mr.  Carbo  says.  Passage 
of  Mr.  Roth’s  bill,  he  says,  would 
"repeal  and  outlaw  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion  and  repeal  the  provisions  of  the 
voting-rights  act  that  provides  lan¬ 
guage  assistance.” 


Church  worker  says  AIDS 
crisis  can  not  be  ignored 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Even  conservative  estimates  are 
horrifying:  By  the  year  2000,  40 
million  people  worldwide  could  be 
infected  with  HIV,  the  virus  that 
leads  to  AIDS. 

More  than  90  percent  of  new  cases 
will  occur  in  developing  countries, 
transmitted  by  heterosexual  inter¬ 
course,  and  most  new  infections  will 
be  found  in  women.  In  Africa  alone, 
more  than  10  million  children  could 
become  AIDS  orphans. 

It  is  a  crisis  neither  the  United 
Methodist  Church  nor  any  other  reli¬ 
gious  group  can  ignore,  according  to 
Charles  Carnahan,  HIV/AIDS  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Department. 

“Any  missionary  anywhere  today 
in  the  world  is  going  to  be  faced 
with  that  issue,”  he  said. 

'No  disease  threatens  as  much' 

In  a  1988  statement  on  AIDS,  the 
denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops 
joined  “our  voices  and  concern 
with  those  of  other  religious  and 
community  leaders  in  the  face  of 
what  is  proving  to  be  a  global  con¬ 
cern.  . .  Perhaps  no  (other)  disease 
in  recent  memory  threatens  the  hu¬ 
man  family  in  such  proportions  as 
does  this  phenomenon.” 

Through  educational  resources, 
regional  consultations,  community- 
based  health-care  programs  and  ec¬ 
umenical  and  denominationally 
sponsored  projects,  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  attempting  to 
do  that  work. 

“A  lot  of  AIDS  ministry  going  on 
throughout  the  world  is  a  direct  re¬ 
sponse  to  people’s  faith,”  Mr.  Car¬ 
nahan  said. 

The  40  million  estimate  of  the 
World  Health  Organization  is  just  a 
starting  point.  Jonathan  Mann  of  the 
Harvard  University  School  of  Public 
Health,  who  uses  different  projection 


"Any  missionary 
anywhere  today  in  the 
world  is  going  to  be 
faced  with  the  [AIDS] 
issue." 

— Charles  Carnahan 


models,  predicts  110  million  people 
could  be  infected  by  2000,  a  figure 
Mr.  Carnahan  said  is  “not  out  of  the 
realm  of  possibility.” 

The  disease,  of  course,  is  dramat¬ 
ically  affecting  world  health. 

Now  only  50  years 

Before  AIDS,  the  average  global 
life-expectancy  rate  was  expected  to 
increase  to  the  age  of  60  by  the  end 
of  the  century,  according  to  Mr. 
Carnahan.  Instead,  it  will  only 
reach  48-50  years. 

Beyond  the  medical  impact,  this 
loss  of  a  generation  of  young  to 
middle-aged  people  already  is  influ¬ 
encing  the  social  and  economic 
structures  of  countries. 

The  potential  economic  losses  are 
staggering,  with  an  estimated  reduc¬ 
tion  in  worldwide  gross  domestic 
product  of  approximately  $350  bil¬ 
lion^  500  billion  by  the  year  2000. 

The  World  Health  Organization 
and  other  groups  are  using  educa¬ 
tional  campaigns  and  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  condoms  to  combat  AIDS. 
But  in  many  places,  social 
changes — particularly  through  the 
empowerment  of  women — are  nec¬ 
essary  as  well. 

“It’s  not  sufficient  to  give  women 
information  when  they  don’t  have 
the  choice  of  with  whom,  how  and 
when  to  have  sex,"  Mr.  Carnahan 
pointed  out. 

According  to  the  Program  on 
Population,  “Most  women  are  at 
risk,  not  as  a  result  of  their  own  be¬ 
havior,  but  from  that  of  their  male 
sexual  partners.” 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SEXVICE  PHOTO  BV  CATHIE  LYONS 

BRAZIL — Methodists  in  Brazil  hold  a  service  of  remembrance  for 
people  who  had  been  ill  or  who  had  died  of  HIV/AIDS  in  the  Latin 
American  country.  Charles  Carnahan,  HIV/AIDS  coordinator  for 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries'  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Department,  says  AIDS  looms  as  an  even 
greater  world-wide  problem  and  is  unavoidable  by  church  workers. 
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If  you  will 


Your  will 


For  the  past  three  years  the  Children’s  Home  has  been  mailing  special 
brochures  concerning  wills  and  other  bequest  to  those  who  make  a  dona¬ 
tion  or  memorial  to  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Almost  one  half  of  all  Americans  have  no  will.  EVERYONE  needs  one. 

The  wills  mailings  are  sent  out  free  because  we  want  to  help  those  who 
help  us. 

We  will  continue  to  send  this  valuable  material  to  all  new  donors  of  the 
Home. 

It  is  so  important  that  we  are  even  making  the  pamphlets  available  to  ev¬ 
eryone  who  ask  for  them. 

Just  send  us  your  name  and  address. 

Of  course,  we  hope  you  will  consider  remembering  the  Children’s  Home 
in  your  will. 

The  Children’s  Home  has  an  endowment  fund.  Money  that  is  received 
by  us  from  the  wills  of  our  supporters  is  placed  in  the  endowment  where  it 
is  invested. 


The  pictures  below  were  taken  at  the  campus  school  which  is  a  part  of 
the  Lincoln  Parish  school  system. 

The  school  building  was  built  with  money  from  the  will  of  Mrs.  Loraine 
Howard. 

Thirty  percent  (30%)  of  all  the  money  that  supports  the  young  people  in 
our  care  comes  from  the  investments  of  the  money  in  the  endowment  — 
money  from  wills. 

In  other  words  we  would  be  ministering  to  30%  fewer  children  if  we  had 
not  been  remembered  in  the  wills  of  our  friends,  supporters,  and  donors. 

If  you  would  like  a  Free  copy  of  our  will  material  you  can  call  (318)  255- 
5020  and  ask  to  speak  to  someone  in  development  or  write: 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 

c/o  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt 

P.O.  Box  929 

Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 


To:  August  E.  Aamodt,  Director  of  Development  j 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  i 

Post  Office  Box  929 "Ruston,  Louisiana  71273-0929  1 

(318)255-5020 

Please  send  me  a  complimentary  copy  of  your  booklet,  “How  to 
Make  a  Will  That  Works,”  without  obligation. 

Name _  i 

Address _  i 

City  _  State _ Zip _  | 

1  □  have  already  remembered  □  would  consider  remembering  | 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  my  will.  ! 

□  Please  have  a  representative  call  me. 

Phone (  ) _ 

(To  retain  confidentiality,  please  insert  card  in  the  enclosed  envelope.)  : 
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justice  and  education 
should  be  inseparable 

( Editor's  note:  The  Book  of  Resolutions  of  the  UM 
Church,  1992 ,  calls  on  churches  and  members  to  study 
gun  violence  and  its  implications  for  the  church  and 
community.  Members  are  urged  to  work  for  federal  U.S. 
legislation  to  regulate  importation ,  manufacture,  sale 
and  possession  of  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  general 
public .) 


Dr.  Carol  Walker 
Peace  With  lustice  Educator 


The  headline  in  the  Shreveport  Times  declared:  “Ten-year-old  Boy 
Saves  Mother’s  Life.”  Probably  no  reader  in  Shreveport  gave  the  arti¬ 
cle  a  second  glance  except  my  sister-in-law  who  was  having  her  morn¬ 
ing  coffee  and  who  caught  the  words  “Beirut”  and  “chaplain”  in  the 
story.  It  was  about  my  family,  my  son  and  the  fact  that  an  unknown 
party  had  placed  a  German-made  hand  grenade  under  the  bumper  of 
our  small  car  outside  our  home  in  Beirut.  My  son  had  discovered  the 
grenade  and  had  luckily  escaped  with  only  minor  injuries  when  he  re¬ 
moved  it  and  tossed  it  in  the  heavy  undergrowth  downhill  from  the  car. 

As  sobering  and  alarming  as  the  event  was,  I  considered  it  above  all 
a  learning  experience.  In  my  passion  for  non-violence,  I  had  raised  my 
four  children  without  war  toys  of  any  kind,  not  even  a  cap  pistol.  When 
the  story  was  out  concerning  the  bomb  on  our  car,  I  learned  that  my 
son,  unbeknownst  to  me,  had  been  playing  with  a  friend’s  G.I.  Joe  set 
and  had  ironically  recognized  the  grenade  under  our  car  from  his  expe¬ 
rience  with  the  war  toy. 

I  realized  I  had  been  remiss  in  educating  my  children  about  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  the  world  they  live  in.  As  a  result,  I  now  believe  strongly  that  we 
must  be  Educators  as  well  as  protectors  of  our  children  concerning  all 
sorts  of  weapons,  their  uses  and  misuses  and  their  destructive  powers. 
And  it  is  extremely  important  that  we  teach  our  children  the  LAWS 
which  regulate  the  use  of  weapons. 

One  of  the  most  important  legal  documents  in  the  United  States  is 
the  Bill  Of  Rights  in  our  constitution  and  especially  the  Second 
Amendment  which  reads:  “A  well  regulated  Militia,  being  necessary  to 
the  security  of  a  free  state,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear 
Arms,  shall  not  be  infringed.”  This  clearly  gives  the  States  the  right  to 
keep  a  militia  in  order  that  the  Federal  Government  not  be  able  to  have 
armed  power  over  the  individual  States. 

As  patriotic  U.S.  citizens  and  as  committed  Christians,  we  have  the 
responsibility  to  study  this  amendment,  to  understand  its  intent  and  to 
be  very  cautious  that  we  do  not  misinterpret  iffThis  amendment  does 
not  imply  nor  state  that  private  ownership  of  handguns  is  constitution¬ 
ally  guaranteed. 

Indeed,  the  American  Bar  Association  itself  has  stated:  “Neither  the 
United  States  Constitution  nor  any  of  its  amendments  grant  any  one 
the  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms.”  And  former  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Lewis  Powell  stated  in  a  1988  speech  to  the  ABA:  “With  respect  to 
handguns  ...  it  is  not  easy  to  understand  why  the  Second  Amendment, 
or  the  notion  of  liberty,  should  be  viewed  as  creating  a  right  to  own  and 
carry  a  weapon  that  contributes  so  directly  to  the  shocking  number  of 
murders  in  the  United  States.” 

It  is  my  prayer  and  hope  that  United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  will 
exert  vigorous  leadership  to  free  our  communities  from  the  current  ter¬ 
rible  epidemic  of  violence,  an  epidemic  largely  attributable  to  the  easy 
availability  of  handguns,  which  Is  surely  destroying  the  peace  and  tran¬ 
quility  which  was  envisioned  by  our  Founding  Fathers. 


Articles  on  handgun  control 
written  by  Dr.  Carol  Walker 


Dr.  Carol  Cavness  Walker,  Peace 
With  Justice  educator,  who  since 
March  has  spoken  to  churches  and 
church  groups  throughout  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference,  has  written  arti¬ 
cles  which  appear  in  September 
issues  of  two  United  Methodist 
publications. 

“To  Limit  Handgun  Availabil¬ 
ity,”  an  article  which  focuses  on  the 
death  of  exchange  student  Yoshi 
Hattori  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  current  issue  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Action  magazine 
published  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

At  the  fall  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  meeting  she  mentioned 
the  article  and  the  petition  included 
in  the  Christian  Social  Action  maga¬ 
zine.  She  urged  persons  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  magazine  to  reproduce 
copies  of  the  petition  and  circulate 
them.  In  November,  the  petition 
“to  protest  the  easy  availability  of 
firearms  in  the  United  States”  will 
be  presented  to  President  Clinton. 

Walker  said  the  Center  for  Dis¬ 
ease  Control  and  Prevention  in  At¬ 
lanta  has  labelled  handgun  violence 
“a  national  epidemic.”  She  said  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Brady  Bill,  that  asks 
for  a  five-day  waiting  period  and 
mandatory  background  check  be¬ 
fore  purchase  of  a  handgun,  will 
eventually  be  passed.  The  back¬ 
ground  check  to  identify  persons 
with  a  felony  or  a  history  of  insta¬ 
bility  would  eliminate  high-risk  gun 
owners. 

Walker  also  wrote  an  article  titled 
“With  Great  Urgency”  for  the  Sep¬ 
tember  issue  of  “  Sixty  Minutes: 


Global  Mission  Partners  ask 
churches  to  get  involved 


The  Global  Mission  Partners  Pro¬ 
gram,  now  being  instituted  in  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  and  elsewhere  in 
the  UM  Church, 
invites  mission¬ 
ary  covenant  re¬ 
lationship  con¬ 
gregations  to 
take  one  step  for¬ 
ward.  They  are 
being  invited  to 
participate  in  a 
program  of  even 
greater  involve¬ 
ment  for  sup¬ 
porting  mission- 


'--V 


Dr.  Charles 
Langford 


aries  and  missions  in  many 
countries,  Rev.  Charles  Langford, 
Conference  Secretary  for  Global 
Missions  said. 

A  new  program  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  now 
being  implemented  in  Louisiana 
Conference  and  a  series  of  three 
workshops  explaining  the  program 
have  been  held  in  various  parts  of 
the  Conference. 

As  mission  work  has  grown,  the 
call  to  mission  has  expanded  into  a 
new  partnership.  Missionaries  from 
the  United  States  are  joined  by  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  many  other  coun¬ 
tries,  serving  in  their  own  countries 
or  internationally. 

“Often  these  Partners  in  Mission 
can  go  into  places  that  we  can’t  go,” 
Langford  said,  “and  we  want  to  as¬ 
sist  them.” 

He  said  there  are  six  steps  for  a 
local  church  to  become  a  Global 
Mission  Partner: 

t  Pay  100  percent  of  your  appor¬ 
tionments  . 


Appointment  Changes  Listed 


Mission  Education  Ideas  for  Pas¬ 
tors”  included  in  T(imely)  V(ariety) 
Guidelines  from  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

When  Walker  leaves  Louisiana  in 
December,  she  will  return  to  her 
post  in  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  where  she  is  a  professor  of 
English. 

An  interfaith  Peace  with  Justice 
Week  is  planned  for  Oct.  16-24.  In¬ 
terfaith  services,  forums,  marches, 
candlelight  vigils,  street  theater  and 
other  activities  are  scheduled 
throughout  the  United  States. 

'Positively  Single' 
meet  set  Oct.  9-10 

Singles  Conference  X  to  which 
singles  from  all  over  the  Conference 
are  invited  is  to  be  held  Oct.  9-10  at 
Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette.  “Living 
Each  Day:  Positively  Single”  is  the 
theme. 

Dr.  Harold  Ivan  Smith  will  be 
workshop  leader.  He  has  written  40 
books  including  I  Wish  Someone 
Understood  My  Divorce,  Forty 
Something  and  Single,  One  Parent 
Families:  Healing  the  Hurts,  Single 
and  Feeling  Good.  He  also  has  creat¬ 
ed  a  film  series  called,  “One  Is  a 
Whole  Number.” 

Celia  Whitler,  recording  artist 
whose  two  albums,  “Make  Me  Wor¬ 
thy”  and  “Steadfast  Heart”  have 
been  released,  will  lead  the  singing. 

For  fees  and  registration  informa¬ 
tion  call  Rev.  Scott  Bullock,  Asbury 
Church,  (318)  984-4211.  Child  care 
will  be  available. 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  and  the 
Louisiana  Cabinet  announces  ap¬ 
pointment  changes  since  the  Annu¬ 
al  Conference. 

Rev.  Walter  Parker  Jr.,  who  was  a 
student  serving  churches  in  the  Tex¬ 
as  Conference,  has  been  named  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  Aldersgate  UMC 
in  Slidell,  effective  Sept.  15. 

In  an  appointment  beyond  the  lo¬ 
cal  church,  Rev.  Bert  Scott,  who 
was  campus  minister  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  has  been  named  campus 
minister  at  Oregon  State  Universi¬ 
ty,  effective  Sept.  1. 

Rev.  S.  Charles  Byrd  on  Sept.  1 
became  pastor  of  Mt.  Olive  in  Bas- 
■  trop  and  St.  James  in  Monroe,  UM 
Charge. 

Effective  Sept.  1,  Rev.  Bill  Jacobs 
began  serving  as  minister  of  the 
Krotz  Springs-Lottie,  Wilson  Me¬ 
morial  UM  Charge. 

Retired  minister,  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Miller  began  serving  at  St.  Mark’s, 
Alexandria,  on  Aug.  1. 

Effective  July  1,  Rev.  J.  Hamilton 
serves  Beech  Grove-Summerfield  as 


pastor. 

Rev.  Samuel  E.  Butler,  pastor, 
Wesley-Alexandria,  St.  Mark’s,  was 
appointed,  effective  July  1,  as  min¬ 
ister  of  Wesley  UMC  in  Pineville. 

Since  July  1,  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 
has  served  as  pastor  of  Pollock-Lib¬ 
erty  UM  Charge. 

Several  appointments  were  previ¬ 
ously  announced.  They  are:  Rev. 
Marta  Sanfield,  from  Messiah 
Spanish  Ministry  to  appointment 
beyond  the  local  church,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  effective 
Aug.  8;  Rev.  Benjamin  Santana, 
from  New  York  Conference  to  Mes¬ 
siah  Spanish  Ministry  in  Kenner, 
effective,  Sept.  15. 

Also:  Rev.  Kenneth  Duke,  pastor 
First  UMC,  Baker,  leave  of  absence, 
effective,  Sept.  30;  Rev.  Edwin  J. 
Dilworth,  from  Abbeville-Pecan  Is¬ 
land  Charge  to  First  UMC,  Baker, 
effective  Oct.  15,  and  Rev.  Barry 
Hoekstra,  from  associate,  Noel 
UMC,  Shreveport,  to  Abbeville-Pe¬ 
can  Island  UM  Charge,  effective 
Oct.  15. 


Monroe  District  Lay  Speaking  School  set 


The  Board  of  Laity  of  Monroe 
District  will  conduct  a  Lay  Speak¬ 
ing  School  Saturday,  Oct.  2,  from  8 
a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  at  the  Northeast 
Campus  Ministry  Center,  1 12  Dela¬ 
no  Dr.  Instructors  will  be  Beatrice 


Tatem,  Rev.  John  Lee,  Lou  Ann 
Harris,  Janet  Stone-Shead  and  Rev. 
Terilynn  Russ.  Rev.  Jim  Wilson  is 
dean  and  Edgar  Harrison  is  the  reg¬ 
istrar.  The  $20  fee  includes  lunch. 
Call  Harrison,  318-388-4228. 


Finding  out  about  "Effective  Worship','  from  Rev.  Herb  Miller  were 
clergy  and  laity.  Pictured  here  are  some  participants  in  the  Tri-Dis¬ 
trict  Event  held  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Since  music  is  often  40 
percent  of  the  worship  service  much  planning  should  be  involved 
and  attention  given  to  it.  Churches  should  mix  music  for  various  age 
groups  for  congregational  singing  in  each  service,  Miller  said. 


t  Have  an  ongoing  program  of 
mission  education 
t  Serve  your 
local  community 
f  Be  a  cove¬ 
nant  relationship 
congregation 
supporting  a 
missionary  com¬ 
missioned  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
f  Pledge  support  for  international 
persons-in-mission  (PIM) 

f  Share  your  experiences  with 
neighboring  congregations. 

The  Global  Mission  Partners 
project  presents  new  ways  to  fulfill 
the  Great  Commission  to  go  into 
the  world  and  teach  others  about 
the  Gospel. 

For  additional  information  see 
page  310  of  the  1993  Journal  of  the 
Conference  or  contact  one  of  the 
three  Tri-District  coordinators: 
Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  P.  O.  Box  178, 
Columbia,  LA  71418,  (phone:  318- 
649-2173),  Shreveport,  Ruston  and 
Monroe  districts;  Langford,  First 
UM  Church,  2727  Jackson  St.,  Al¬ 
exandria,  LA  71301,  (phone:  318- 
443-5696),  Alexandria,  Lake 
Charles  and  Acadiana  districts,  or 
Rev.  Mary  Baugh,  15959  Tiger 
Bend  Road,  #52,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70817  (phone:  504-355-0702),  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  North  Shore  and  New 
Orleans  districts. 

Conducting  training  at  the  work¬ 
shops  were  Elizabeth  Howard  of 
Denver,  national  coordinator,  and 
Doris  Fish  of  Arkansas,  jurisdic¬ 
tional  coordinator. 


Vista  Sunday  School  Class  at  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport,  was  a  room 
without  a  view  until  class  members  got  busy  and  painted  a  pan¬ 
oramic  scene. 

Vista  Class  gets  room  with  view 


When  the  newly  formed  Vista 
Sunday  School  Class  at  Christ 
UMC,  Shreveport,  was  finally  given 
a  room,  it  was  a  section  of  the  for¬ 
mer  sanctuary  converted  to  Sunday 
School  classroom  space,  Jimmy  D. 
Barnhill,  class  teacher,  reports. 

“There  was  only  one  problem;  the 
room  had  no  windows,”  he  said. 
“The  adult  class  which  chose  for  its 
name  the  Spanish  word  “vista” 
(equivalent  of  the  English  verb  “to 
view,”  or  noun  “view”),  thought  it 
imperative  that  they  have  a  “room 
with  a  view.” 

To  correct  the  problem,  class 
members,  Mary  Sue  and  Vernon 
Rich  enlisted  the  aid  of  a  friend, 
Terry  Ward,  a  local  muralist.  Using 
suggestions  made  by  members, 
Ward  painted  scenes  for  a  trio  of 
windows. 

“Depicted  were  a  beautiful  pan¬ 
oramic  view  typical  of  an  Ark-La- 
Texas  countryside  of  a  century 


ago,”  Barnhill  said.  “  A  small,  coun¬ 
try  church  complete  with  cemetery 
and  an  approaching  circuit  rider  on 
horseback  are  elements  of  the  mural 
which  serve  as  reminders  of  our 
rich  religious  heritage  and  the  early 
Methodist  presence  in  the  area.” 

The  mural  is  8  by  14  feet  and  is 
mounted  and  framed  to  give  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  windows  with  richly 
carved  wood  casings.  “It  is  a  beauti¬ 
ful  addition  to  the  growing  collec¬ 
tion  of  original  art  work  that  adorns 
the  walls  of  the  Educational  Build¬ 
ing,”  Barnhill  stated. 

Class  members  helped  with  the 
planning  and  assisted  in  painting 
some  of  the  detail  work. 

The  art  work  was  shown-off  at  an  1 
open  house  attended  by  Dr.  Gerald 
Richardson,  Acadiana  District  Su/ 
perintendent,  who  was  senior  min¬ 
ister  when  the  class  was  formed,  his 
wife,  Carolyn  and  son,  John  Mark. 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  is  senior  min¬ 
ister  of  the  church. 


Participants  in  a  Global  Mission  Partners  workshop  at  Genesis 
UMC,  hold  up  a  banner  used  to  designate  a  congregation  that  takes 
part  in  the  program. 

Sexual  harassment  workshops 
slated  for  Conference  clergy 


Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger  and  Dr. 
Henry  Blount  are  conducting  a  se¬ 
ries  of  three  Tri-District  Sexual  Ha¬ 
rassment  Workshops  for  Clergy. 


Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger  Dr.  Henry  Blount 

The  first  one  for  Baton  Rouge, 
North  Shore  and  New  Orleans  dis¬ 
tricts  was  held  this  past  week  at 
Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie. 

Scheduled  for  Friday,  Oct.  8,  in 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  is  a  work¬ 
shop  for  Acadiana,  Alexandria  and 
Lake  Charles  districts.  Registration 
will  be  at  8:30  a.m.  and  the  work¬ 
shop  is  set  for  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Dr. 
Gerald  Richardson,  superintendent 
of  Acadiana  District,  is  in  charge  of 
arrangements. 

The  third  workshop  is  set  for 
Monday,  Nov.  1,  in  Trinity  UMC, 
Ruston,  for  clergy  of  Monroe,  Rus¬ 
ton  and  Shreveport  districts.  Ar¬ 


rangements  are  being  made  by  Dr. 
Philip  Woodland,  superintendent  of 
Monroe  District. 

All  clergy  in  the  Conference  have 
been  asked  to  attend  one  of  the 
workshops. 

Dr.  Kreutziger  is  director  of  con¬ 
tinuing  education  and  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  social  work  at  Tulane 
University.  A  United  Methodist 
layperson,  she  heads  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Dr.  Blount,  a  retired  UM  clergy 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  is  a 
counselor  in  the  Alexandria  area. 
He  and  Kreutziger  attended  a  semi¬ 
nar  and  training  on  “Clergy  Sexual 
Ethics.”  It  was  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  and  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Ordained  Ministries. 

They  also  participated  in  the 
Conference  Cabinet  Training  on 
sexual  harassment  presented  by  the 
General  Board  of  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

In  addition.  Dr.  Kreutziger  at¬ 
tended  a  workshop  conducted  by 
Dr.  Marie  Fortune,  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  Center  for  the  Prevention  of 
Sexual  Abuse  and  Domestic  Vio¬ 
lence  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  author 
of  the  book,  “Sacred  Worth,”  about 
clergy  sexual  abuse. 


VISN  to  feature  Dr.  Barry  Bailey 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  a  former  pastor 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  who 
was  in  Baton  Rouge  recently  for  a 
Conference  Communications 
Workshop,  is  being  featured  each 
Wednesday  afternoon  on  VISN  (Vi¬ 
sion  Interfaith  Satellite  Network). 
The  program  is  repeated  each  Fri¬ 
day  morning  and  Sunday  afternoon. 
(Consult  local  newspaper  for  exact 
hour  of  telecasts). 

Bailey,  a  nationally-known  UM 
minister  and  author,  is  senior  min¬ 


ister  of  First  UMC,  Fort  Worth.  He 
is  author  of  seven  books,  the  most 
recent  of  which  is  A  Picture  of  God, 
published  by  Abingdon. 

He  will  appear  on  VISN  for  the 
next  six  months  in  a  half-hour  pro¬ 
gram.  “What  Jesus  Believed”  is  the 
subject  of  a  five-part  series. 

The  worship  program  featuring 
Bailey  is  one  of  nine  regular  UM  se¬ 
ries  in  the  fall  1993  schedule  of  the 
VISN/ACTS  Channel. 
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UMC's  ecumenical  ties  show  signs  of  fraying 


“If  thine  heart  is  as  my  heart,  give  me 
thine  hand.” 

— John  Wesley, 
“Catholic  Spirit,”  (1750). 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

Cdltor-et-Urtt 

Steeped  in  their  founder’s  conciliatory 
counsel,  the  "people  called  Methodist" 
typically  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
other  Christians  in  ecumenical  arenas 
ranging  from  local  church-sponsored  food 
pantries  to  worldwide  disaster  relief  to  in¬ 
ternational  theological  dialogues. 

An  explicit  commitment  to  “strive  to¬ 
ward  unity”  with  other  Christians  is  even 
spelled  out  in  the  constitution  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  (see  informa¬ 
tion  box  at  right). 

Viewed  in  light  of  such  a  rich  heritage, 
therefore,  any  sign  that  United  Methodists 
may  be  relaxing  their  historic  pattern  of 
cooperation  with  other  Christians  is  cause 
for  concern  in  a  world  desperately  needing 
more,  not  fewer,  signs  of  spiritual  and 
temporal  unity. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  evidence 
of  waning  United  Methodist  emphasis  on 
Christian  unity  has  come  to  the  Reporter’s 
attention. 

Consider: 

•f  A  high-level  United  Methodist  aid 
official,  in  angry  remarks  to  a  meeting  of 
volunteer  relief  workers,  challenged  the 
management  and  effectiveness  of  Church 
>  World  Service  and  Witness,  the  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA  and  the  primary  chan¬ 
nel  for  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  di¬ 
saster  response. 

f  NCC  officials  expressed  “deep  con¬ 
cern”  about  what  they  perceived  as  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  go-it-alone  ap¬ 
proach  two  years  ago  to  collecting  and 
sending  emergency  food  relief  to  Russia. 

Some  ecumenical  partners  inside  and 
outside  the  U.S.  have  expressed  chagrin 
about  Africa  University,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  project  sponsored  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  wondering  why  the  church 
didn’t  pursue  the  project  through  ecu¬ 
menical  channels. 

•f  A  prominent  critic  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  vision  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  “global  church”  contends  that 
any  such  emphasis  on  “global  denomina- 
tionalism”  is  inherently  anti-ecumenical. 

S  As  a  result  of  budget  trimming  by  the 
church’s  1992  legislative  General  Confer- 


ln  1991,  United  Methodists  gave  $118 
million  for  ministry  beyond  the  local 
church.  $4.7  million  of  it  found  its  way 
to  the  NCC.  Here's  how. 


Part  of_ 
each  person's 
chuch  offering  I 
heads  for 
apportionments. 


%47  nriion  goes' 
to  World  Service, 
the  UMC's  main 
program  fund 
body.  $12  million 
l^goes  to  ICFj 


ICF  is  the  UMC's  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund.  World  Service 
dlstrbutes  $42  million  to  the  various 
national  boards  of  I 


Overview 

"As  part  of  the  Church  Universal, 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
believes  that  the  Lord  of  the  Church 
is  calling  Christians  everywhere  to 
strive  toward  unity;  and  therefore  it 
will  seek,  and  work  for,  unity  at  all 
levels  of  church  life  . . 

— Article  V,  Constitution  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 


ence,  The  United  Methodist  Church  will 
not  pay  its  “fair  share”  during  the  1993-96 
quadrennium  to  the  NCC  and  other  ecu¬ 
menical  partners,  nor  did  it  do  so  in  the 
previous  four-year  period. 

/  United  Methodist  contributions 
through  ecumenical  channels  to  recent  di¬ 
saster  appeals  have  totaled  significantly 
less  than  in  the  past  and  in  some  notable 
instances  have  been  zero. 

How  might  one  explain  these  and  other 
apparent  strains  on  United  Methodists’ 
traditional  and  constitutional  commit¬ 
ment  to  promote  Christian  unity? 

Numerous  factors  can  be  identified. 
None,  viewed  in  isolation,  necessarily  in¬ 
dicates  that  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  “backing  off’  from  its  ecumenical  ties. 
Taken  together,  however,  they  provide 
reason  for  concern  about  the  present  and 
future  health  of  those  ties. 

■  A  vicious  cycle  of  declining  effective¬ 
ness  has  been  caused,  in  part,  by  reduced 
United  Methodist  funding  for  its  ecumeni¬ 
cal  involvements. 

The  decline,  as  numerous  church  offi¬ 
cials  told  the  Reporter,  is  directly  related 
to  reduced  overall  funding  for  all  denomi¬ 
national  programs,  both  those  that  are 
done  basically  within  the  denomination  as 
well  as  those  that  are  ecumenical.  With 
fewer  funds  and  reduced  staffs,  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agencies  such  as  the  NCC  are  less  able 
to  provide  needed  or  satisfactory  service, 
thus  discouraging  United  Methodist  par¬ 
ticipation  and  snaring  the  ecumenical 
groups  in  a  Catch-22  situation. 

■  Relatively  inexperienced  personnel. 

The  past  decade  has  seen  a  significant 
staff  turnover  in  both  denominational  and 
ecumenical  agencies  whose  tasks  include 
ecumenical  responsibilities.  Many  “old 
hands”  are  gone,  and  it’s  uncertain  if  the 
“new  hands”  will  take  up  the  torch  of  ecu¬ 


menical  commitments  with  the  vigor  of 
their  predecessors. 

■  Efforts  to  promote  a  concept  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a  global 
church,  including  possible  worldwide  reor¬ 
ganization  of  the  denomination. 

Some  observers  worry  that  preoccupa¬ 
tion  with  a  massive  organizational  over¬ 
haul,  particularly  one  that  touts  the 
emergence  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  “global  denomination,”  will 
inevitably  drain  off  both  ecumenical  ener¬ 
gy  and  resolve. 

■  Competence  of  ecumenical  personnel, 
both  volunteer  and  professional. 

Church  leaders  themselves  raised  this  as 
a  factor  and  a  concern,  particularly  ac¬ 
knowledging  that  the  most  competent 
leaders,  at  the  local  as  well  as  at  the  gener¬ 
al  church  level,  no  longer  tend  to  be  in  ecu¬ 
menical  slots  nor  to  exhibit  passion  for 
ecumenical  matters. 

■  Expedience. 

In  disaster  relief  as  well  as  in  other  are¬ 
nas  (such  as  starting  a  university  in  Afri¬ 
ca),  church  officials  simply  find  it  easier 
and  more  cost-effective  at  times  to  work 
directly  through  United  Methodist  or 
sometimes  through  world  Methodist  chan¬ 
nels  rather  than  navigate  less  familiar  and 
often  more  complex  ecumenical  channels. 

■  Denominational  identity. 

A  segment  of  the  church  stresses  the 
need  for  a  stronger  sense  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  identity  in  matters  of  theology  and 


The  United  Methodist  Church's 
ecumenical  relationships 
are  strained  by  tensions 
over  the  church's  relief 
work,  independence,  global 
self-understanding  and 
declining  funding. 


mission.  While  not  inherently  anti-ecu- 
menical,  advocates  of  such  an  emphasis 
tend  to  see  ecumenism  as  “diluting”  the 
church’s  distinctiveness. 

One  example  of  controversy:  As  a  result 
of  an  agreement  with  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  one  of  its  major  contributing  mem¬ 
bers,  is  omitted  in  public  listings  of  agen¬ 
cies  that  participate  in  ecumenical  relief 
efforts.  This,  say  critics,  deprives  the 
church  of  rightful  “credit”  for  its  efforts. 

The  stories  and  illustrations  that  follow 
provide  an  in-depth  look  at  the  state  of  ecu¬ 
menical  relationships,  particularly  with  the 
NCC,  among  modern-day  followers  of 
John  Wesley.  On  the  whole,  they  reveal 
strongly  expressed  commitment  to  the 
UMC’s  traditional  work  toward  Christian 
unity. 

But  they  also  give  reason  to  wonder  if 
the  extent  to  which  United  Methodists 
find  “thine  heart  is  as  my  heart”  is  less 
than  what  their  founder  and  we  as  contem¬ 
porary  Christians  and  world  citizens  might 
have  hoped  for  as  his  20th  Century  spiri¬ 
tual  descendants. 


UMCOR  officials  cite  accountability , 
effectiveness  in  pullback  from  NCC 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  editor 

A  major  reorganization  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
USA  has  significant  implications  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  work — especially  re¬ 
lief  efforts  coordinated  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

“As  the  NCC  has  continued  to  restruc¬ 
ture,  the  issues  for  United  Methodists  are 
‘Do  we  lessen  our  response?’  and  ‘Do  we 
want  to  make  unilateral  responses?’  and 
‘Do  we  want  to  continue  to  work  ecumeni¬ 
cally?’  ”  said  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen, 
UMCOR  chief  executive. 

“It  puts  more  responsibility  on  an  agen¬ 
cy  like  UMCOR.” 

One  portion  of  the  current  NCC  reorga¬ 
nization  began  this  spring  with  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Lani  J.  Havens,  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and 
director  of  the  NCC’s  relief  arm  known  as 
Church  World  Service  and  Witness. 

An  interim  replacement  for  Dr.  Havens 
is  the  Rev.  R.  Lawrence  Tumipseed,  a 
United  Methodist.  He  was  head  of  the 
council’s  Southern  Asia  Office  for  more 
than  10  years. 

In  a  press  statement,  Dr.  Havens  said 
her  decision  to  leave  the  council  was 
prompted  by  “a  lack  of  organizational 
clarity”  for  Church  World  Service  as  the 
NCC  reassesses  its  mission. 

Executives  with  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  say 
“lack  of  clarity”  is  not  the  only  problem  of 
the  Church  World  Service  unit. 

Some  Global  Ministries  executives  con¬ 
tend  that  Church  World  Service’s  prob¬ 
lems  stem  from: 

■  A  drastic  decline  in  funding  available 
to  the  NCC  itself  from  the  council’s  32 


UMCOR  officials  say  that 
the  NCC's  reorganization 
is  hampering  relief  efforts. 


member  denominations  and 

■  Church  World  Service’s  inability  to 
distribute  emergency  monies  immediately 
to  mission  programs. 

Specific  accusations  of  insufficient  ac¬ 
countability  on  the  part  of  Church  World 
Service  included  relief  efforts  in  Somalia 
and  assistance  to  victims  of  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew  in  the  Miami  area. 

In  fact,  the  accusations  resulted  in  UM- 
COR’s  withholding  special  1993  United 
Methodist  mission  grants  to  Church 
World  Service  for  such  highly  visible  proj¬ 
ects  as  Africa’s  drought  and  the  Somalia 
food  crisis. 

UMCOR  officials  say  much  of  the  mon¬ 
ey  collected  for  the  drought  has  been  sent 
directly  to  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  Africa. 

Emergency  funds  raised  for  Somalia 
were  distributed  to  projects  identified  and 
approved  by  UMCOR  directors  and  staff. 

Despite  the  decision  to  hold  back  on  fi¬ 
nancial  support  to  the  ecumenical  mission 
agency,  UMCOR  officials  say  they  have  “a 
vested  interest  in  Church  World  Service,” 
as  shown  by  the  total  of  yearly  grants. 

Dr.  Lutgen  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  historically  given  money  to 
Church  World  Service's  operating  budget — 
the  latter  totals  $41  million  for  1993 — and 
expects  to  continue  that  commitment. 


For  1993,  for  example,  UMCOR  has  al¬ 
located  $550,000  toward  Church  World 
Service. 

The  relief  arm  has  the  largest  operating 
budget  of  all  the  NCC  units,  the  total  NCC 
budget  being  about  $52  million. 

In  addition,  UMCOR  regularly  makes 
special  grants  to  Church  World  Service  ef¬ 
forts  for  international  relief  such  as 
$20,000  for  Guatemalan  refugees,  $54,000 
for  an  Armenian  church  food  program  for 
children  and  at  least  $150,000  within  the 
past  year  for  programs  in  the  former  Yu¬ 
goslavia.  In  1992  those  special  grants  from 
UMCOR  to  Church  World  Service  totaled 
$1.5  million. 

“We  have  to  remember  that  [as  far  as 
United  Methodists  are  concerned]  we  are 
Church  World  Service,”  said  Dr.  Lutgen. 
“Through  UMCOR,  United  Methodists 
are  one  of  the  largest  contributors  to 
Church  World  Service. 

“UMCOR,  under  the  church’s  Book  of 
Discipline,  is  required  to  work  ecumeni¬ 
cally.  We  realize  that  our  resources  have  to 
be  combined  with  others  to  give  a  concert¬ 
ed  Christian  response.” 

Dr.  Lutgen  said  that  United  Methodists 
have  to  acknowledge  that  the  NCC  is  in  a 
financial  crisis  and  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  don’t  have  the  ability  to  bail  them  out. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of  32 
member  denominations  in  the  NCC. 

“We  also  have  to  remember  that  if  the 
NCC  were  ever  unable  to  respond  to  natu¬ 
ral  disasters,  United  Methodists  might 
have  to  give  more  to  UMCOR  to  take  up 
the  slack.” 


-jls  UMC  support  for  the  MCC  declining? - 

These  figures  show  the  changes  in  United  Methodist  contributions  to  the  NCC  from 
two  sources:  the  churchwide  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund,  and  funding 
given  by  program  agencies  to  their  NCC  counterparts.  Note:  The  1988  figure  includes 
extra  funding  provided  to  the  NCC  for  famine  relief  in  Ethiopia. 
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Editorial 

Calling  the 
kindred  of 
Christ  to  unity 

A  United  Methodist  mission  official 
quoted  in  an  adjoining  article  cogently  de¬ 
scribes  the  state  of  our  church’s  ecumeni¬ 
cal  relationships. 

Says  the  Rev.  Robert  Harman:  “We’re 
under  stress  [in  the  ecumenical  arena]  and 
we’re  trying  to  understand  what  all  of  this 
means.” 

Now  that  the  Reporter  has  completed 
four  months  of  investigation  into  the  state 
of  one  of  the  church’s  primary  ecumenical 
ties  (see  special  report  on  these  pages),  we 
concur  on  both  counts. 

#1 — “We’re  under  stress.” 

As  our  findings  show,  some  of  the  stress 
is  rooted  in  factors  common  to  nearly  all 
member  churches  of  the  most  prominent 
mainline  ecumenical  agency,  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
USA.  Those  factors  include  reduced  fi¬ 
nancial  support  for  ecumenical  activity  and 
disagreement  both  within  and  among  de¬ 
nominations  about  how  best  to  work  to¬ 
gether,  for  example,  to  channel  relief  aid. 

But  other  sources  of  stress  appear  to  be 
rooted  in  particular  United  Methodist  con¬ 
duct  and/or  attitudes. 

For  example,  efforts  in  which  United 
Methodists  understandably  take  pride, 
such  as  the  development  of  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  and  coordination  of  food  relief  to  Rus¬ 
sia  two  winters  ago,  have  been  perceived 
by  others  as  our  propensity  to  “go  it 
alone”  and  to  disregard  our  church’s  ecu¬ 
menical  partners.  In  at  least  one  of  those 
instances,  we  can  respond,  “We  merely 
did  what  we  were  asked  by  others  to  do.” 

In  any  event,  responding  in  the  spirit  of 
Jesus’  prayer  that  his  followers  be  “one” 
(John  17:21),  we  believe  it  is  vital  that 
United  Methodists  at  all  levels  of  the 
church: 

■  Confess  our  church’s  strained  rela¬ 
tionships  with  its  ecumenical  partners,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fact  that  some  “official” 
church  actions  have  contributed  to  the 
strain,  and 

■  Treat  that  reality  as  an  impetus  to 
work  with  other  Christians  to  advance 
rather  than -retreat  from  the  cause  of 
Christian  unity. 

#2 — “We’re  trying  to  understand  what 
all  of  this  means.” 

An  effort  to  understand  “what  all  of  this 
means”  is  worthy  of  every  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christian. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  have  a  long¬ 
standing  heritage  of  and  constitutional 
commitment  to  the  search  for  Christian 
unity. 

But  do  we  corporately  and  individually 
understand  why  that  search  is  vital  to  the 
welfare  of  Christians  everywhere,  includ¬ 
ing  our  local  churches? 

We  believe  that  healthy  ecumenical  rela¬ 
tionships  are  the  primary  way  by  which  we  as 
a  divided  church  say,  in  effect,  to  each  other 
“We  love  you  as  part  of  the  family  of  Christ 
and  want  you  to  prosper  in  your  efforts  to 
spread  the  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.” 

Hence,  the  search  for  Christian  unity  is 
a  primary  expression  of  our  desire  to  build 
up  Christ’s  body  by  applying  the  law  of 
love  across  denominational  lines. 

We  urge  the  people  called  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  consider  the  practical  implications 
of  healthy  ecumenical  relationships  as  de¬ 
fined  above.  Here  are  a  few  questions  for 
starters: 

/  What  practical  ways  can  we  find  to 
support  the  mission  and  ministry  of  other 
Christians  and  churches  in  our  communi¬ 
ties? 

/  How  might  our  efforts  to  claim  and 
sharpen  our  denominational  identity  both 
support  and  threaten  our  ecumenical  ties? 

<r  How  can  we  disagree  with  and/or  op¬ 
pose  actions  by  our  ecumenical  partners 
without  being  perceived  as  undermining 
the  vision  of  Christian  unity? 

“How  very  good  and  pleasant  it  is  when 
kindred  live  together  in  unity!  It  is  like  the 
precious  oil  on  the  head,  running  down 
upon  the  beard,  on  the  beard  of  Aaron,  run¬ 
ning  down  over  the  collar  of  his  robes.  It  is 
like  the  dew  of  Herman,  which  falls  on  the 
mountains  of  Zion.  For  there  the  LORD  or¬ 
dained  his  blessing,  life  forevermore.  ” 
(Psalms  133,  NRSV). 
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Russian  food  relief  initiative  set  off  strains 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER, 

Editor-at-large 

An  unusual  request  made  near¬ 
ly  two  years  ago  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  thrust  The 
United  Methodist  Church  into  a 
strained  relationship  with  its  ecu¬ 
menical  partners. 

That's  the  contention  of  a  top 
United  Methodist  missions  offi¬ 
cial. 

The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman  says 
it  all  started  when  WCC  officials 
asked  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  relief  agency — the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief — to  be  the  “lead”  relief  agency 
for  channeling  food  and  other  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid  to  Russia  during 
the  winter  and  spring  of  1 99 1 . 

Dr.  Harman  heads  the  World 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

“This  was  totally  new,”  Dr. 
Harman  told  the  Reporter.  “A 
single  relief  agency  had  never 
been  given  such  responsibility.” 

He  said  that  other  international 
agencies  had  been  asked  to  take 
the  job  but  declined  because  they 
didn’t  think  relief  efforts  could  be 
done  effectively  in  Russia. 

“Our  decision  (agreeing  to  be 
the  ‘lead  agency’)  was  made  in  the 
absence  of  a  full  understanding  of 
our  role,”  Dr.  Harman  said. 

"There  was  need — dramatic 
need  (in  Russia).  When  we 
moved  on  that  need,  and  because 

Two  bishops  who  represent 
the  church  in  ecu¬ 
menical  arenas  say 
the  UMC  won't 
pull  out  of  the 
quest  for  Christian  unity. 

Bishops: 
We're  not 
pulling  back 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER, 
Editor-at-large 

The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  top  bishops  for  ecu¬ 
menical  affairs  say  they  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  maintaining  and  even 
strengthening  the  church’s  ecu¬ 
menical  ties. 

Asked  by  the  Reporter  to  re¬ 
spond  to  concern  voiced  by  offi¬ 
cials  of  other  denominations, 
namely,  that  the  church  at  times 
asserts  its  independence  at  the 
expense  of  its  ecumenical  part¬ 
ners,  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
(San  Francisco  Area)  said: 

“We  are  still  trying  to  work  out 
our  (ecumenical)  relationships, 
but  we’re  not  pulling  back.” 

Bishop  Talbert  is  secretary  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and,  by 
virtue  of  that  position,  the 
church’s  designated  representa¬ 
tive  in  its  official  ecumenical  re¬ 
lationships. 

“There  continues  to  be  a  strug¬ 
gle  in  the  ecumenical  arena  as 
there  always  will  be  and  always 
should  be,"  said  Bishop  Talbert. 
He  is  in  line  to  become  the  next 
president  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  USA  as  it  begins  a  process  of 
reorganization  and  “transforma¬ 
tion"  (see  related  story  below). 

He  noted  that  the  Council  of 
Bishops  did  a  thorough  study  of 
its  ecumenical  commitments  fol¬ 
lowing  a  1983  “Reader’s  Digest” 
article  that  sharply  criticized  the 
National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches.  The.  bishops  released 
the  study  during  the  church’s 
1984  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  reaffirmed  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  ecumenical  ties. 

“We’re  not  disengaging  at  all. 
To  the  contrary,  we’re  going  to 
'  continue  to  be  there  and  be  sup¬ 
portive,”  Bishop  Talbert  said. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove 
(Albany  Area),  president  of  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  agreed. 

"Because  of  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  (budgetary)  actions,  it’s 
true  that  we  as  a  denomination  are 
not  paying  our  ‘fair  share’  to  the 
NCC  and  COCU  (Consultation 
on  Church  Union),”  Bishop 
Grove  acknowledged  (see  related 
chart  on  page  2). 

“But  I  don’t  think  fiscal  diffi¬ 
culties  are  indicative  of  a  waver¬ 
ing  ecumenical  commitment.” 


A  top  missions  official  says 
the  World  Council 
of  Churches’ 
request  for  United 
^  Methodists  to  lead 
the  food-for-Russia  effort 
strained  relations  among 
churches. 

we  were  a  bit  more  resourceful, 
then  our  ecumenical  partners  be¬ 
gan  to  raise  questions  such  as, 
‘Are  you  doing  it  on  your  own?’  ” 

In  the  end,  Dr.  Harman  said, 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  UMCOR  received  “consid¬ 
erable  support”  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  role  in  getting  aid  to 
Russia,  “particularly  from  small¬ 
er  denominations  that  don’t  have 
their  own  relief  agencies.” 

But,  he  said,  some  tensions  re¬ 
sulting  from  the  episode  were  un¬ 
derstandable. 

“We  just  didn’t  have  time  to 
refine  an  ecumenical  response” 
to  the  need  in  Russia,  Dr.  Har¬ 
man  noted. 

Dr.  Harman  is  a  member  of 
the  executive  and  finance  com¬ 
mittees  of  Church  World  Service 
and  Witness,  relief  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA. 

Tensions  between  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  their  ecumenical  part¬ 
ners  were  further  heightened 
during  another  recent  relief-relat¬ 
ed  episode,  Dr.  Harman  observed. 


Following  Hurricane  Andrew, 
Church  World  Service  scheduled 
training  for  disaster-relief  coordi¬ 
nators  in  an  effort  to  improve  ef¬ 
fectiveness  and  credibility,  he 
said. 

UMCOR  appealed  to  Church 
World  Service  officials  to  hold  off 
on  training  and  permit  United 
Methodist  relief  workers  who  had 
arrived  in  hardest-hit  areas  early 
to  remain  in  place  until  after  the 
immediate  crisis  had  passed. 

“Church  World  Service  held 
the  training  event  anyway;  then 
questions  were  raised  about  who 
was  ‘certified,’  ”  Dr.  Harman 
said.  “United  Methodists  hadn’t 
participated,  so  our  people  were 
left  outside  asking,  ‘What  does 
this  mean?’  ’’ 

As  the  Russia  and  Hurricane 
Andrew  episodes  illustrate,  the 
nature  of  decision-making  among 
ecumenical  partners  may  be  a  key 
issue  needing  to  be  addressed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Hannan. 

Decision-making  in  the  ecu¬ 
menical  community  tends  to  be 
based  on  careful  consultation 
and  “ground  up”  decisions  as  op¬ 
posed  to  “top  down”  efforts  to 
achieve  consensus,  he  said. 

Because  of  changeovers  among 
many  denominational  and  ecu¬ 
menical  leadership  in  recent 
years,  “people  who  don’t  know 
each  other  may  not  consult  as 
regularly  as  they  should. 

“And  maybe  there’s  just  a 


PHOTO  BV  STEPHEN  L  SWECKEB 

RUSSIA— The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  a  retired  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  and  coordinator  of  Russian  missions,  brought  food 
relief  to  Russia  in  early  1992. 


growing  impatience  with  this 
style  of  consultation,”  Dr.  Har¬ 
man  noted.  In  any  event,  he  said, 
“none  of  us  believes  we  can  get 
along  without  each  other. 


“We’re  under  stress  and  we’re 
trying  to  understand  what  all  of 
this  means.  But  our  faith  calls  us 
to  the  unity  that  Christ  expects 
among  his  disciples.” 


1  Keeping  the  MCCs  ecumenical  shipafloat 


The  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA  received  $37 
million  dollars  in  1991  from  the  32 
religious  groups  that  make  up  the 
council.  Some  of  the  top  contributors 
are  shown  here.  Contributions  from 
United  Methodist  Church  agencies  and 
funds  totaled  about  $3.2  million. 
Individual  United  Methodists  gave  an^ 
additional  estimated  $15  million 
directly  to  the  NCC  in  response 
to  programs  like  CROP. 


•The  NCC’s  total  yearly  income  comes 
from  several  sources.  They  include 
churches,  grants,  individual  donations, 
and  from  income-producing  assets. 
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Tension,  triumph  mark  ecumenism  at  work 

Is  the  UMC  a  'team  player '  at  relief ?  Some  say  no;  UMCOR  says  yes 


By  DENISE  jOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

While  ecumenical  partners  say 
United  Methodists  are  “team 
players”  in  word  but  not  in  deed, 
the  denomination’s  relief  agency 
staff  has  a  different  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  rules  of  the  game. 

“We  are  in  the  relief  business," 
said  F.  Lloyd  Rollins  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief,  “but  we  also  have  to  be 
politicians  to  some  degree. 

“We  haven’t  given  a  thought 
whether  a  relief  program  will  be 
controversial  with  others.  We 
have  to  look  at  what  United 
Methodists  can  do  to  help.” 

Mr.  Rollins  told  the  Reporter 
that  UMCOR  will  not  abandon 
the  ecumenical  efforts  of  Church 
World  Service  and  Witness — the 
international  relief  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA — 
despite  different  views  by  ecu¬ 
menical  partners. 

He  contends  that  many  of 
UMCOR’s  most  recent  interna¬ 
tional  programs  such  as  the  Rus¬ 
sia  food  program  and  the 
Armenian  coat  project  were  sug¬ 
gested  by  partner  churches  with¬ 
in  the  NCC  as  well  as  by 
representatives  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

He  said,  “There  is  no  intent  to 
circumvent  any  system.” 

“UMCOR  decided  to  do  the 
Armenian  coat  program  after  I 
attended  a  WCC  meeting  with 
church  leaders  from  Armenia,” 
continued  Mr.  Rollins.  “There 
were  Church  World  Service  rep¬ 
resentatives  at  the  meeting  as 
well  as  the  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Rift 
and  I.” 

Mr.  Rift  is  associate  for  disas¬ 
ter  response  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.) 

“Dan  and  1  thought  Church 


World  Service  should  play  a  co¬ 
ordinating  role  with  the  Arme¬ 
nian  church  in  assisting  some 
354,000  refugees.  Winter  coats 
were  mentioned,  so  I  thought  im¬ 
mediately  of  the  Russia  food  box 
program. 

“I  said  United  Methodists 
could  get  the  coats  shipped  in 


immediately.” 

“I  don’t  see  this  program  being 
a  point  of  conflict.  We  do  have  a 
connectional  system  that  works 
well.  The  organizational  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  UMC  is  so  unique 
that  there  may  be  some  envy  that 
we  can  implement  something 
and  pull  it  off.” 


Despite  tensions  in  relief 
work  at  top  levels, 
local  congregations 
regularly  use 
resources  from  the 
NC£’s  90-yean-old  publish¬ 
ing  arm. 


NCC's  publishing  arm  a  quiet,  pervasive  success 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  editor 

Despite  tensions  over  some  of 
its  mission  efforts,  one  branch  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA 
has  a  strong  presence  in  local 
churches  across  the  country. 

Fruits  of  that  branch  may  even 
be  found  on  your  favorite  book¬ 
shelf. 

For  example,  the  NCC  has  the 
publishing  rights  to  both  the  Re¬ 
vised  Standard  Version  and  the 
New  Revised  Standard  Version 
of  the  Bible. 

Since  1902,  the  NCC’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Education  for  Mission 
and  its  predecessor  bodies  have 
also  maintained  roots  in  local 
churches  through  ecumenical 
mission  studies. 

In  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  those  roots  come  to  fru¬ 
ition  mainly  in  local  programs  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 


Any  member  denomination  of 
the  NCC  can  use  the  mission 
study  books  in  its  local  church 
programs,  but  officials  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  Women's  Division  say 
United  Methodists  may  be  the 
only  denomination  with  an  orga¬ 
nized  commitment  to  use  those 
mission  studies  and  related  re¬ 
sources  every  year. 

In  fact,  each  year  the  interna¬ 
tional  women’s  unit  provides  a 
spiritual  growth  study  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  NCC’s  two  standard 
studies,  one  on  a  selected  geo¬ 
graphical  area,  the  other  on  so¬ 
cial  action  studies. 

The  NCC  Committee  on  Edu¬ 
cation  for  Mission  represents 
some  24  groups  and  agencies 
from  at  least  13  denominations. 
Its  executive  director,  Audrey 
Miller,  said  United  Methodists 
make  up  the  largest  group  on  the 
committee. 


NCC  revamp  to  be  debated 


From  staff  and  wire  reports 

Elected  representatives  from 
the  32  member  communions  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA 
are  expected  to  struggle  with  is¬ 
sues  of  “size,  shape  and  mis¬ 
sion”  Nov.  10  in  Baltimore. 

High  on  the  list  of  priority 


matters  will  be  the  council’s 
new  “transformation"  process. 

Approved  last  May,  this  pro¬ 
cess  is  not  just  an  organizational 
restructure  but  a  “transformation 
that  is  responsive  to  the  soul  and 
spirit  of  the  ecumenical  endeav¬ 
or,"  said  the  Rev.  Joan  Campbell, 
NCC  general  secretary. 


These  United  Methodists  rep¬ 
resent  the  Global  Ministries 
board's  three  major  units — 
World,  Women’s  and  National 
Division — as  well  as  its  Mission 
Education  and  Cultivation  arm. 
Other  United  Methodists  on  the 
mission-education  committee  are 
executives  of  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  committee  meets  twice  a 
year — spring  and  fall. 

Each  spring  it  unveils  and  pro¬ 
motes  adult  and  children’s  books 
for  both  a  geographical  area  and 
social-action  issue  study,  using 
materials  published  by  NCC’s 
Friendship  Press. 

In  the  fall  the  committee  eval¬ 
uates  future  study  themes  and 
makes  final  selections  for  studies 
three  years  into  the  future. 

“At  any  given  time,  an  indi¬ 
vidual  on  the  committee  can  be 
working  on  three  different 
themes,”  said  Faye  Wilson,  staff 
executive  for  Global  Ministries’ 
Mission  Education  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion  Department. 

When  the  committee  meets 
this  fall,  members  will  finalize 
materials  for: 

•  1994-95:  “African  Churches 
Speak"  and  "Making  the  World 
Safe  for  Children"; 

•  1995-96:  “Eastern  Europe" 
and  "The  United  Nations”; 

•  1996-97:  “Hong  Kong,  Tai¬ 
wan,  and  China”  and  “Living  in 
a  Multi-Cultural  Society.” 


Voices  from 
the  struggle 
for  unity 


io  see  use \ 

? 


"The  United  Methodist  Church  is  so 
large  that  it‘s  often  tempted  to  see  itself 
as  self-sufficient.  Any 
time  a  church  believes  it 
doesn’t  need  the  witness  of 
its  ecumenical  partners — 
no  matter  how  large  or 
small  they  may  be — it  runs 
the  risk  of  cutting  itself  off 
from  the  rest  of  the  Christian  community. 
The  question  is  whether  United  Method¬ 
ists — and  all  of  us — are  going  to  live  out 
what  we  profess  [about  the  unity  of 
Christ's  church]." 

—The  Rev.  Michael  Kinnamon, 
ChrilUan  Church  (Disdpltt  of  Christ) 

"Today's  ecumenical  movement  is 
flowing  from  the  grass  roots.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
are  really  committed  to  the  unity  of  the 
church  and  of  humankind.  But  through 
all  the  changes  that  are  going  on  in  the 
ecumenical  community,  we  must  en¬ 
sure  that  racial  justice  stays  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  agenda.  Without  racial 
justice,  there  can  be  no  ecumenical 
community. " 

— The  Rev.  Joseph  Agne, 

Director,  National  Council  of  Churches 
racial  j  attic*  program 

"When  the  heavyweight  partner  [the 
UMC]  says  'That’s  the  way  it  is,' 
there's  no  room  to  negotiate.  Whether 
United  Methodists  ’  inde-  ^fir- 

pendent  attitudes  are  viral  /^/tST'5 

or  malignant,  those  atti¬ 
tudes  are  growing.  Deci¬ 
sions  of  late— especially 
regarding  relief  efforts — 
made  by  the  staff  of  the 
church’s  mission  board  in  New  York  have 
caused  real  injuries  to  the  ecumenical 
partnership. " 

— The  Rev.  Frank  Deitz, 

United  Church  of  Christ 

"People  who  occupy  conference  ecu¬ 
menical  positions  tend  not  to  be  those 
with  pull  or  important  jobs  in  the  annu¬ 
al  conferences — not  the  movers  and 
shakers.  It's  not  that  we  don't  have  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  grabbed  by  the  ecumenical 
vision.  But  maybe  they  just  don’t  have 
the  clout  to  do  much  about  it. " 

— The  Rev.  Robert  Huston, 
Former  chief  executive.  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 

"The  trend  toward  denominational- 
ism  worries  us  when  we  talk  about  it, 
but  it’s  not  unique  to  United  Method¬ 
ists — we  Presbyterians  do 
it,  too.  It’s  the  tension  be¬ 
tween  grassroots  mem¬ 
bers’  insistence  on 
denominational  control 
and  financial  account¬ 
ability  as  opposed  to  the 
complexities  of  mission  in  internation¬ 
al  contexts.  Some  relief  efforts  are  bet¬ 
ter  done  ecumenically  [to  avoid 
overwhelming  the  recipients], " 

— The  Rev.  Belle  M.  McMaster, 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 

"The  decision  to  drop  a  Consultation 
on  Church  Union-sponsored  commu¬ 
nion  service  from  the  denomination's 
new  book  of  worship  is  a  sad  commen¬ 
tary  on  our  sensibility  in  ecumenical 
matters. " 

— The  Rev.  Gerald  Moede, 
Former  chief  executive.  Consultation  on  Church  Union. 


more  com 


"As  The  United  Methodist  Church 
becomes  a  global  church,  our  ecumeni¬ 
cal  relationships  become  more  com¬ 
plex.  As  the  patterns 
change  and  as  things 
evolve,  previous  under¬ 
standings  with  the  ecu¬ 
menical  community — 
especially  the  National 
Council  of  Churches — 
have  caused  some  tensions.  So  we  have 
to  explain  what  we've  been  doing. 
Some  of  the  other  communions  may 
think  we're  doing  things  separately,  but 
we  aren  7. 

"Just  because  these  changes  have 
caused  a  few  tensions  doesn  7  mean  that 
they  were  the  wrong  thing  to  do.  As  our 
patterns  of  working  together  change,  we 
have  to  find  a  Spirit-filled  way  of  ex¬ 
plaining  new  ways  of  doing  the  mission. " 

— The  Rev.  Bruce  W.  Robbins, 
General  secretary,  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
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TRAIN  WRECK  MINISTRY:  United 

Methodist  pastors  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  staffed  hospi¬ 
tals  and  hotels  Sept.  23  as  families  awaited  word 
of  loved  ones  involved  in  the  worst  train  accident 
in  recent  history.  At  least  44  people  died,  and 
three  others  were  missing  after  an  Amtrak  train 
derailed  in  nearby  Saraland,  Ala.,  and  plunged 
into  a  river.  United  Methodist  clergy,  contacted 
by  Mobile’s  emergency  management  office,  vol¬ 
unteered  as  chaplains  at  the  city’s  four  major  hos¬ 
pitals  and  offered  other  forms  of  support  to 
survivors  and  passengers’  families.  The  Rev.  Fred 
Toland.  retired  director  of  United  Methodist 
Mission  Metro  Ministries,  headed  the  church’s 
volunteer  effort.  Mr.  Toland  is  also  disaster  re¬ 
lief  coordinator  for  the  denomination’s  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Conference. 

STANDARDS  CRITICIZED:  The 

North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  and  its 
side  agreements  would  not  enforce  labor  and 
human  rights  or  environmental  standards,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  chief  executive  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  social-action  agency.  The  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett  contrasts  the  pact’s  refer¬ 
ences  to  labor  and  human  rights  as  guiding  prin¬ 
ciples  against  the  denomination’s  traditional 
stance  that  the  rights  to  strike,  bargain  collec¬ 
tively  and  freely  associate  and  organize  are  hu¬ 
man  rights. 

CHILDREN'S  SABBATH:  Bishop  Hae- 
Jong  Kim  (New  York  West  Area)  is  among 
United  Methodists  asking 
support  for  the  second  an¬ 
nual  nationwide  observance 
of  Children’s  Sabbaths  Oct. 

15-17  Spearheaded  by  the 
Washington-based  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Defense  Fund,  the 
primary  goal  of  the  week¬ 
end  is  to  remind  adults  that 
their  own  faith  traditions  Hae-JongKIm 
require  them  to  help  give  all  children  what  they 
need  to  develop  into  healthy,  productive  citi¬ 
zens.  A  Children’s  Sabbath  Guide  or  more  in¬ 
formation  is  available  at  (202)  662-3589. 

IGNORE  MEDIA?  A  research  group 
based  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  says  60  percent  of  stu¬ 
dents  enrolled  in  162  U.S.  accredited  seminar¬ 
ies  had  no  opportunity  to  take  courses  in  mass 
communications  media.  Ecumenical  Programs 
in  Information  and  Communication  noted, 
however,  that  schools  of  theology  affiliated  with 
t  The  United  Methodist  Church  offered  the  larg¬ 
est  number  of  courses  that  focus  otfbulture  and 
communication  theory,  allowing  future  pastors 
to  explore  how  communications  media  will  af¬ 
fect  their  ministry. 


UMs  help  Russian  cancer  victim 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

Editor-*t-l*rgt 

ORCHARD  PARK,  N.Y.— All 
Caryl  Beicke  wanted  to  know 
when  she  showed  up  recently  for 
a  party  welcoming  the  United 
Methodist  Moscow  Youth  Choir 
and  Metropolitan  Opera  singer 
John  Anthony  to  this  Buffalo, 
N.Y.,  suburb  was  the  Russian 
word  for  “cancer.” 

Ms.  Beicke  is  a  member  of  The 
Orchard  Park  Community 
Church,  an  ecumenical  congrega¬ 
tion  that  organized  the  13-mem¬ 
ber  group’s  two-day  stay  in  the 
Buffalo  area  during  a  Sept.  12-21 
tour  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Rus¬ 
sian  Initiative. 

As  host  to  two  of  the  choir’s 
members,  Ms.  Beicke  had  tried 
to  explain  to  her  non-English- 
speaking  guests  how  her  husband 
had  died  last  year — from  cancer. 

Caregiving  exercise 

She  could  not  have  anticipat¬ 
ed,  however,  the  remarkable  ex¬ 
ercise  in  Christian  caregiving 
that  resulted  from  her  simple  de¬ 
sire  to  communicate  with  her 
new  Russian  friends. 

It  began  almost  offhandedly. 
At  a  welcoming  party  hosted  by 
another  church  family,  Ms. 
Beicke  sought  choir  member  Ju¬ 
lia  Garbouzova,  23,  the  only  one 
of  the  choir  who  spoke  English. 

Ms.  Garbouzova  answered  Ms. 
Beicke’s  question,  telling  her  how 
“cancer”  is  translated  in  Russia. 
Then  Ms.  Garbouzova  made  a 
startling  announcement:  “I  have 
cancer." 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

ORCHARD  PARK,  N.Y. — Russian  musician  Julia  Garbouzova 
(left),  shown  here  with  fellow  members  of  the  Moscow  Youth 
Choir,  will  be  treated  for  cancer  in  New  York  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  some  United  Methodists  (see  story  at  left). 

The  young  musician  went  on  to  performed  with  the  choir  two 


tell  Ms.  Beicke  that  she  probably 
would  have  surgery  when  the  choir 
returned  to  Russia  and  that  she  ex¬ 
pected  doctors  to  remove  her 
breast,  reportedly  a  common  prac¬ 
tice  there  when  any  tissue  mass  is 
detected  in  a  woman’s  breast. 

Ms.  Beicke,  who  recently  had  a 
mastectomy  herself,  immediately 
informed  others  at  the  dinner  par¬ 
ty,  including  Mr.  Anthony,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  who  first 


years  ago  during  a  satellite-broad¬ 
cast  Easter  service  in  Moscow. 

When  the  choir  returned  two 
days  later  to  New  York  City  to 
conclude  its  concert  tour  at  475 
Riverside  Drive,  headquarters  of 
the  church’s  mission  board,  Mr. 
Anthony  spoke  to  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent,  Global  Ministries’ 
chief  executive,  about  Ms.  Gar¬ 
bouzova’s  condition. 

“He  (Dr.  Nugent)  didn’t  hesi- 


Indiana  pastor  slain  by  ex-girlfriend 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  Bloomington,  Ind.,  woman 
is  being  held  without  bond  on 
charges  that  she  shot  and  killed  a 
United  Methodist  student  pastor 
she  had  once  dated  as  he 
preached  from  his  pulpit  Sept. 
19. 

Elizabeth  S.  Mayberry,  36,  was 
charged  with  first-degree  murder 
Sept.  20.  Police  had  arrested  her 
the  day  before  at  North  Salem 
United  Methodist  Church,  north 


of  Indianapolis,  after  she  alleged¬ 
ly  walked  down  the  church  aisle 
and  shot  Roland  Phillips  Jr.,  36, 
three  times  in  the  chest  with  a 
. 38-caliber  revolver. 

About  25  members  of  the 
small  church — including  Mr. 
Phillips’  1 3-year-old-daughter — 
watched  in  horror  as  the  shots 
were  fired,  said  Terry  Brinker,  a 
lieutenant  with  the  Hendricks 
County  (Ind.)  Sheriffs  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Ushers  reportedly  wrestled  Ms. 
Mayberry  to  the  ground,  re¬ 
trieved  the  gun  and  held  her  for 
police.  An  off-duty  officer  who 
lives  across  the  street  from  the 
church  heard  the  shots  and  came 
running. 

Mr.  Phillips,  a  master  of  divin¬ 
ity  candidate  at  Christian  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Indianapolis, 
died  en  route  to  the  city’s  Meth- 
odist  Hospital. 


Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  reads 

New  World  Outlook 


A  tale  of  repentance,  forgiveness 


tate,"  Mr.  Anthony  said.  “He 
said  that  we  had  to  do  something 
about  the  situation,  that  as  Chris¬ 
tians  we  didn’t  have  any  choice.” 

Dr.  Nugent  quickly  consulted 
with  Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith 
(New  York  Area)  and  with  Dr. 
John  Carrington,  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  City  So¬ 
ciety  and  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors  for  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Brooklyn. 

Informal  agreement 

The  result,  Dr.  Nugent  said, 
was  an  informal  three-way  agree¬ 
ment — represented  by  the  mis¬ 
sion  board,  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference  and  the 
Methodist  Hospital  board — to 
see  that  Ms.  Garbouzova’s  medi¬ 
cal  expenses  in  the  U.S.  would 
“somehow”  be  taken  care  of. 

In  addition,  a  mission  board 
staff  member,  Vivian  Scarbor¬ 
ough,  opened  her  home  to  Ms. 
Garbouzova  so  she  would  have  a 
place  to  stay  while  she  remained 
in  New  York. 

And  so,  with  a  quickly-assem¬ 
bled  network  of  caregivers  in 
place,  Ms.  Garbouzova’s  col¬ 
leagues  returned  to  Moscow 
Sept.  21  while  she  remained  in 
New  York  City  for  tests  to  deter¬ 
mine  what,  if  anything,  should  be 
done  about  her  condition. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Leonard 
Buxton,  director  of  church  rela¬ 
tions  at  Methodist  Hospital,  Ms. 
Garbouzova  was  scheduled  to 
have  a  biopsy  on  Sept.  30.  She 
“couldn’t  be  in  a  better  place,” 
Mr.  Buxton  said. 

"Our  new  director  of  surgery 
and  physician  in  charge  of  this 
case  is  Dr.  Leslie  Wise,  an  intema- 
tionally-renowned  cancer  special¬ 
ist  and  a  pioneer  in  the 
development  of  lumpectomy,”  he 
said.  That’s  a  procedure  in  which 
the  smallest  possible  amount  of 
breast  tissue  is  removed. 

From  an  offhand  conversation 
at  a  church  dinner  to  the  care  of 
a  widely-respected  specialist  at  a 
United  Methodist  hospital,  Julia 
Garbouzova’s  story  has  more  to 
come.  But  how  do  such  stories 
happen  in  the  first  place?  Dr. 
Nugent  reflected: 

“Church  people  always  find  a 
way,  don’t  they?” 


Shalom  Zone 
staffer  resigns 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

United  Methodism’s  “laser 
beam”  program  to  attack  urban 
problems  has  a  new  staff  direc¬ 
tor  following  the  acrimonious 
resignation  of  the  former  direc¬ 
tor. 

The  Rev.  John  Schol  replaced 
the  Rev.  Frank  Portee  as  the 
principal  liaison  person  between 
the  church’s  1 5-member  national 
Shalom  Zone  committee  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  For  administrative  pur¬ 
poses,  the  program  is  based  in 
the  board’s  National  Division  ur¬ 
ban  ministries  section. 

The  “Shalom  Zone”  initia¬ 
tive  was  enacted  by  the  church’s 
1992  legislative  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  response  to  riots  in 
Los  Angeles  following  the  ac¬ 
quittal  of  four  police  officers  ac¬ 
cused  of  beating  Rodney  King. 

The  church’s  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  has  scheduled  a  churchwide 
Shalom  Zone  offering  for  Oct. 
31.  Promotional  materials  for 
that  $5  million  offering  were 
mailed  recently  to  all  pastors. 

Mr.  Portee  told  the  Reporter 
he  resigned  because  of  resis¬ 
tance  of  senior  staffers  at  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  to  the  churchwide 
Shalom  Zone  initiative. 

“The  attitude  of  the  staff  was 
that  General  Conference  had 
dumped  the  Shalom  Zone  pro¬ 
gram  onto  the  National  Division, 
so  they  weren’t  going  to  claim 
ownership,”  Dr.  Portee  said. 

He  also  claimed  that  program 
expenses  had  not  been  covered 
by  the  missions  board. 

"Statements  made  by  Frank 
Portee  are  untrue,”  the  mis¬ 
sions  board’s  chief  executive, 
the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  told 
the  Reporter. 

Rather,  said  Dr.  Nugent,  “in 
question  are  personal  overex¬ 
penditures  of  Mr.  Portee  that 
do  not  meet  board  guidelines.” 

He  said  Global  Ministries 
staff  and  directors  “are  deeply 
committed  to  the  Shalom  Zone 
initiative  and  have  been  since 
its  inception." 


By  GERALD  RENNER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

HARTFORD,  Conn. — Members 
of  the  United  Methodist  church  here 
wanted  to  help  a  prison  parolee  to  re¬ 
settle,  and  thought  it  might  be  a  good 
idea  to  invite  a  rehabilitated  ex-con- 
vict  to  speak  to  the  church. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Walter  H.  Ev¬ 
erett,  suggested  a  name  that  startled 
his  congregation:  Mike  Carlucci,  the 
man  who  had  shot  and  killed  Mr.  Ev¬ 
erett’s  son,  Scott,  in  1987  and  who 


“New  World  Outlook  keeps  me  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  church  of  many 
faces  and  places.  When  we  are  missional,  we  see  the 
face  of  Christ  in  those  faces  and  places.” 

6  ISSUES  FOR  ONLY  $12.00 

Write  to:  New  World  Outlook ,  Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


has  been  on  parole  for  two  years. 

On  the  first  anniversary  of  Scott’s 
death,  his  father  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Carlucci  in  prison.  He  expressed  an¬ 
ger  over  the  death  of  his  son,  but  also 
appreciation  for  Mr.  Carlucci’s  seem¬ 
ing  remorse. 

"As  hard  as  these  words  are  to 
write,  I  forgive  you,”  Mr.  Everett 
wrote. 

Mr.  Carlucci  told  church  members 
that  first  he  had  refused  to  open  it. 
However,  it  haunted  him,  and  he 
took  it  to  a  prison  counselor  who 
urged  Mr.  Carlucci  to  read  it. 

“Tears  started  running  out  of  my 
eyes  [as  he  read  the  letter]  . . .  that 
night  I  knelt  down  next  to  my  bed 
and  asked  God  for  forgiveness,”  Mr. 
Carlucci  said. 

Humbled  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Car¬ 
lucci’s  gratitude,  Walter  Everett  told 
his  congregation,  “I  couldn’t  offer 
forgiveness  without  the  strength  that 
God  gives  me.  I  also  knew  that  I 
couldn’t  go  on  living  with  the  anger 
and  bitterness  that  I  had,  and  I  had 
to  do  something.” 
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Save  10%  on 
custom  paraments 
for  your  sanctuary 
September  1 
through 
December  3 1 


To  receive  a  complete  catalog 
on  custom  or  specially  designed  paraments 
call  Toll  Free  I  -800-237.751 1  and  ask  for  catalog  #262452  or 
it  a  Cokesbury  Store  for  personal,  friendly,  and  professional  assistance, 
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Before  1994  Price  Increases 

October  1  -  December  31, 1993 
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•  Top-Quality  Materials 

•  Your  Choice  of  Fabrics 
'  •  Variety  of  Styles  and  Colors 

•  Free  Samples  and  Price 
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•  Easy  Payment  Plan 
—  No  Interest 
—  No  Carrying  Charges 
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CALL  TOLL  F  R  E  E  ;  1.800-237-7511 
1-0612-4  .  .  • 
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CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  OUTREACH/ADULT  Educa¬ 
tion  Ministry  position  available.  1050-member 
church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Rev. 
Steven  Spurlock,  First  UMC,  812  Kirkman  St., 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 . 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULTS  Di¬ 
rector  position  available.  1500-member  church. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Lany  Hall,  St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  P.O.  Box  696,  Las  Cruces,  NM 
88004. 


ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations.  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  seeking  an  individual  to  provide  general 
administration,  planning  and  coordination  of  the 
Christian  Social  Relations  program  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  This  position  requires  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  knowledge  of  and/or 
experience  in  United  Methodist  Women.  The  quali¬ 
fied  candidate  should  have  a  master’s  degree  or 
equivalent,  a  minimum  of  five  (5)  yean  work  experi¬ 
ence  in  social  action  related  field  with  credibility 
among  organizations  and  groups  in  this  field,  includ¬ 
ing  non -ecclesiastical  persons  and  organizations.  In 
addition,  a  firm  grounding  in  the  biblical  and  theo¬ 
logical  basis  for  social  justice,  an  ability  to  analyze  so¬ 
cial  trends  and  issues  and  coordinate  resources  is 
required.  The  individual  should  also  have  good  orga¬ 
nizational,  administrative,  financial  and  communica¬ 
tion  skills  as  well  as  pnor  supervisory  experience. 
Interested  candidates  should  call  or  write  to:  Ms. 
Deneen  Cooper,  Human  Resources  Dept.  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115.  (212)  870-3666  for  an  appli¬ 
cation  and  jobdeaiptio n. 


NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
and  Christian  Education.  Resume  required.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  UMC,  310  West 
MainSL,  Magnolia,  AR  71753. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN  Min¬ 
istries  with  priority  given  to  youth.  1200-member 
church  in  greater  Atlanta  area  with  a  multiple-stafr 
team.  Salary  S2 1,500.  Job  description  available.  Posi¬ 
tion  open  now.  Said  resume  to:  Ron  Preuss,  Minister 
of  Program,  Jones  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  5320  Phillips  Drive,  Morrow,  GA  30260. 


FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director 
for  1600  members.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Dr.  John  Ogden,  Box  2125,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76307. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  grow¬ 
ing  1 500-member  suburban  church.  Adult  choirs, 
youth  choir,  handbell  choirs,  and  children's  choirs. 
Must  possess  enthusiasm  for  diverse  musical  styles. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee  Chairperson, 
Mission  Bend  UMC,  14634  Bellaire  Blvd.,  Hous¬ 
ton,  TX  77083.  


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  YOUTH  Ministry.  2300- 
member  church.  Full-time  ordained,  diaconal,  or  lay 
person.  Extensive  experience  in  successful  youth  min¬ 
istry  required.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  credentials  and  experience.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  4833  Selkirk  Drive,  Fort  Worth, 
TX  76109.  


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  needed 

for  a  1600-member  congregation  in  a  classic  mid- 
western  family  oriented  setting  with  an  active,  varied 
program.  Experience  working  with  all  age  levels  and  a 
strong  educational  background  a  plus.  Salary  to 
532,000,  depending  on  experience.  Please  send  a  re¬ 
sume  by  October  10  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
UMC,  201  Monroe,  Jefferson  City,  MO  65101 . 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  NEW  MEXICO  residen¬ 

tial  group  home  seeking  married  Christian  couples  to 
serve  as  houseparents.  Compensation  includes  room, 
board,  salary  and  benefits.  Send  resumes  to:  House- 
parent,  P.O.  Box  92511,  Albuquerque,  NM  87109  or 
call  (505)  881-3363  and  ask  for  Personnel  Dept. 


LARGE  FLORIDA  WEST-COAST  church  seeks 

Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evangelism.  Ideal 
candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59-62  years)  with 
record  of  success  in  establishing  and  implementing 
growth  programs.  Hours,  salary  and  benefits  designed 
to  meet  needs  of  minister  and  church.  Inquiries,  re¬ 
sume:  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  3200  Man¬ 
atee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205,  Fax  (813) 
746-9737.  


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808,  Ful¬ 
ton,  TX  78358. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED,  FULL-TIME  First 
UMC,  Austin,  Texas.  Ova  2000  members.  Resumes 
to:  Dr.  John  Gilbert,  FUMC,  Box  1666,  Austin 
78767.(512)478-5684. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  need¬ 
ed  three  quarter  time.  Direct  inquires  to:  Dr.  Bill 
Zander,  University  United  Methodist  Church,  2818 

N.  University,  Peoria,  IL  61604.  (309)  688-3486. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MUSIC  wanted 
part-time.  Send  inquiries  to:  Bill  Zander,  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  2818  N.  University,  Peo¬ 
ria,  IL  61604.  (309)  688-3486. 

GRIFFIN,  GA.  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  and  Program 
for  a  growing  congregation  of  1850  South  of  the  At¬ 
lanta  metro  area.  Duties  will  include  directing  youth 
and  children's  ministries  under  the  Work  Area  on 
Education.  Please  send  letter  of  application  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  Hubert  Flanagan,  Senior  Minister, 
First  United  Methodist  Churcn,  1401  Maple  Drive, 
Griffin,  GA  30223. 

FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  AND  YOUTH  Director. 
Growing  850-member  UM  Church.  Degree  and  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Salary  package  523,000.  Resume: 

St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  1500  Country  Club  Rd., 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605. 

WINTER  IN  FLORIDA  ON  LAKE  near  ocean  and 
Disney.  Spacious  home  (3/2)  furnished  near 
Jacksonville/St.  Augustine.  Weekly  5295.  Write: 
Rental,  Box  1 9 1 44,  Jacksonville,  FL  32245-9 1 44. 

17  RANK  PIPE  ORGAN  FOR  church  or  home. 
Original  builder.  Kilgen,  St.  Louis.  Contact:  H.K 
Demey  at  (2 1 7)  585-0984. 

NEW  YORK  THANKSGIVING  THEATER  Tour. 
Three  shows,  Macy's  Parade,  stay  at  Waldorf  Astoria 
Hotel.  Rev.  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas. 
TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 

PERSONALLY  ESCORTED  COLEMAN  TOURS: 
Panama  Canal/Caribbean  Cruise,  February  6;  Dis- 
neyworid/Epcot,  March  19;  Springtime  with  Mack¬ 
inac,  May  10;  Britain’s  Best,  June  18.  Let  us  plan 
your  group  tours  and  cruises.  1 -800-346-97 1 1 . 

HOLY  LAND  AND  EGYPT  TOUR  June  19-July 

1,  1994.  Hosted  by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Man  they  and 
Rev.  and  Mis.  Bert  Lane.  Brochure:  (301)  662-1464 
or  write:  Holy  Land  Tour,  131  W.  Second  Street, 
Frederick,  MD  21701. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  5165.  week,  5525  four  weeks 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067,  627-9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns 
in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompaniment 
for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets. 
Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included,  but  can 
be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift 
538.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573.  j 

FOR  SALE:  1946  MOLLER  PIPE  ORGAN. 

514,600  or  best  offer.  You  remove  by  January  3, 
1994.  Call  Carol  at  (307)  637-761 1  or  Steve  at  (307) 
628-2283  for  information. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insiene.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  '/*  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire:  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive.  Santa  Rosa, 
CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

Es  1 ES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bedroom 

cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces,  decks,  and 
kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain  Haven  Inn 
and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864.  | 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE  555. 

Catalog  5 1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Station  Square, 
Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919)  442-1211. 
(Accredited). 
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Bishop  William  Oden 


1  $  are  many  enjoyable  facets  to  my  job  and  Louisiana  is  a  most 
rj)  ^  place  in  which  to  work. 

Qm  .... 

01  ire  is  one  dimension  to  my  position  that  I  continue  to  struggle 
Hj  that  is  communicating  with  the  press.  It  goes  with  the  territo- 
:now  that  it  is  important.  But  it  is  a  mine  field  full  of  potential 
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[  ^  i  thing,  both  TV  and  the  written  press  are  often  after  the  sen- 
ind  the  controversial  stories.  The  press,  by  its  very  nature  is 
not  vitally  concerned  about  our  church  family  and  congregational  life  or 
stories  about  all  the  good  that  ministers  and  lay  persons  are  doing. 

I  have  worked  with  many  religion  editors  and  have  found  them  to  be 
very  cooperative.  They  need  enough  copy  to  fill  a  page  and  feel  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  print  what  comes  over  the  wire.  These  stories  often  deal 
with  controversy,  sensation  or  fringe  issues  such  as  religion  and  witch¬ 
craft,  snake-handling,  unethical  pastors  and  so  forth.  Usually  fine  per¬ 
sons  and  competent  professionals,  they  readily  accept  whatever  comes 
from  the  wire  services  and  thus,  religion  pages  are  filled  with  stories 
that  have  less  to  do  with  faith  or  religious  life  than  sensation  and  con¬ 
troversy. 

Recently,  a  wire  story  that  ran  in  many  of  our  state  papers  was  about 
a  national  survey  of  laity  who  were  questioned  about  their  pastors.  The 
survey  concluded  that  many  laity  are  critical  about  their  pastors'  com¬ 
petence  and  commitment. 

One  United  Methodist  lay  person  challenged  the  negative  profile  of 
this  survey.  Toni  D.  Gilbov  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Advocate.  Toni  makes  a  most 
affirming  statement  about  the  effectiveness  of  our  United  Methodist 
pastors: 

“We  are  blessed  with  many  fine  United  Methodist  clergy 
in  Baton  Rouge  and  they  faithfully  challenge  and  inspire 
their  congregations.  They  encourage  us  to  reach  out  to  the 
community  and  beyond  the  walls  of  our  church  in  service 
and  fellowship  and  are  not  afraid  to  speak  out  boldly  about 
the  problems  and  concerns  that  face  our  world  today.” 

The  fine  letter  concludes  with  the  following: 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  alive  and  well  and  any¬ 
one  who  thinks  differently  should  attend  one  of  our  services 
and  see  for  themselves.  Dull  and  cowardly  pastors?  Not 
likely!  Innovative,  enthusiastic  and  challenging?  Yes,  defi¬ 
nitely!” 

Friends,  that  witness  did  more  to  affirm  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
pastors  than  all  press  interviews  combined.  May  Toni’s  tribe  increase! 


Young  people,  pastors  and  other  adult  workers  from  Upper  Sand 
Mountain  UM  Parish  of  the  North  Alabama  Conference  visited 
Hartzell  Mount  Zion  UMC  in  Slidell  during  the  summer.  In  the  CEN¬ 
TER  of  the  back  row  is  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  pastor  of  the  host 
church.The  Alabama  group  visited  the  Slidell  church  before  going 
to  Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries  as  a  work  team. 


Booklet  on  inclusiveness  mailed 


A  booklet  titled  Challenge  and 
Possibilities:  Making  Churches 
More  Inclusive  Through  Media 

written  by  Garlinda  Burton,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Nashville  office  of  United 
Methodist  News  Service  and  a 
member  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Black  Journalists,  is  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  October  Louisiana 
Conference  Coordinated  Mailing. 
Pastors  and  specific  church  leaders 
receive  copies. 

United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  office  in  Nashville  provided 
1 800  of  the  booklets  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  Suggestions  for 


helping  create  a  more  racially  and 
culturally  inclusive  environment 
are  included  in  the  booklet.  Special 
attention  is  given  to  public  media. 

Included  are  some  suggestions  for 
churches:  “Plan  regular  joint  wor¬ 
ship  services  with  a  sister-church  of 
another  ethnic  group”  and  “set  am¬ 
bitious  but  achievable  goals  for 
making  all  your  church’s  communi¬ 
cations  efforts  more  racially  inclu¬ 
sive.” 

There  are  no  restrictions  on  copy¬ 
ing  or  distributing  information  in 
the  brochure. 


Fairfield  UMC,  Shreveport,  where  Rev.  Willie  fackson  Jr.  is  pastor  is 
a  growing  church  as  reflected  by  the  Vacation  Bible  School  that  was 
successful  in  meeting  the  needs  of  the  church  and  the  rest  of  the 
community  this  summer.  Some  of  the  leaders  were  Donvon  Soumas, 
music  director,  and  Beverly  Williams,  director  VBS  and  chair  Chris¬ 
tian  Education. 


Harassment  Workshop  set  in  Shreveport 

Scheduled  for  Monday,  Nov.  1,  at  shop  for  Clergy  in  Monroe,  Ruston 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  is  the  Trj-  and  Shreveport  districts.  The  event 
District  Sexual  Harassment  Work-  is  set  for  9:30  a. m.  to  3:30  p.m. 


New  courses  of  study  developed 
training  planned  for  lay  speakers 


Throughout  the  Conference  laity 
has  sought  training  to  qualify  as 
Certified  Lay  Speakers.  Special 
training  is  now 
being  conducted 
in  our  districts. 

The  church 
has  developed 
new  courses  of 
studies  and  list¬ 
ings  of  these  new 
resources  were 
issued  to  all  dis¬ 
trict  directors  of 
lay  speaking  by 
Dr.  Anita  Crump,  Conference  chair 
of  lay  speaking. 

“The  districts  under  the  capable 
leadership  of  our  superintendents 
have  purchased  the  new  curricula 
for  the  basic  and  advanced  courses 
for  lay  speakers,”  Dr.  Crump  said. 
These  new  resources  are  being  used 
by  the  districts  in  the  Lay  Speaking 
Schools  this  year. 

Napoleon  Avenue  UMC 

New  Orleans  District  will  hold 
schools  with  both  basic  and  ad¬ 
vanced  courses  Friday,  Oct.  15, 
from  6  to  9  p.m.  and  Saturday,  Oct. 
16,  from  8  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  at  Na¬ 
poleon  Avenue  UMC.  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Instructors  are  to  be 
Wadsworth  Davis,  Jeffery  Conner 
and  Abraham  Davis.  Registration 
fee  is  $12.50.  Contact  Irene  Reed, 
district  director,  504-899-9593. 

Shreveport  District’s  Lay  Speak¬ 
ing  School  will  be  held  Saturday, 
Feb.  5,  1994,  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
at  Kilpatrick  Auditorium,  Centena¬ 
ry  College.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Morris  Inebnet,  district 
director  for  Lay  Speaking,  9720  Ash 
Dr.,  Shreveport.  LA  71115,  318- 
222-0678. 


Joanne  White,  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  director  for  Lay  Speaking,  said 
the  advanced  course  will  be  held 
during  the  Spring 
of  1994. 

Schools  for  lay 
speakers  with 
both  the  basic  and 
advanced  courses 
have  been  held  in 
the  North  Shore  District  where  Tom 
Knight  is  district  lay  leader  and  in  the 
Ruston  District  with  David  G.  Bazer 
as  district  director  for  Lay  Speaking. 

In  Baton  Rouge 

Previously  announced  was  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  Lay  Speaking 
School,  with  both  basic  and  ad¬ 
vanced  courses,  to  be  held  Satur¬ 
day,  Oct.  16,  from  8  a.m.  to  noon  at 
Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  Contact  the  office  of  Rev.  C. 
Richard  Hoffpauir,  504-338-1898. 

Monroe  District,  where  the  direc¬ 
tor  for  Lay  Speaking  is  Edgar  (Bud¬ 
dy)  Harrison  held  their  basic  course 
on  Oct.  2.  Their  advanced  course  is 
set  for  Feb.  26,  1994. 

Acadiana  District  laity  will  gather 
on  Jan  15,  1 994,  for  a  workshop.  Bob 
Sides,  district  Lay  Speakers  chair,  will 
announce  details  at  a  later  time.  Otis 
Marsh  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  is 
planning  a  Lay  Speakers’  School,  de¬ 
tails  to  be  announced. 

“All  of  these  training  opportuni¬ 
ties  will  enable  lay  speakers  to  re¬ 
new  their  commitment  for  service 
and  witness,”  Dr.  Crump  said.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  learning  more 
about  Lay  Speaking  is  invited  to 
participate  in  any  of  the  courses. 


Dr.  Anita  Crump 


Around  the  Conference 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  LEFT, 
and  Rev.  Bob  Bengtson,  pastor 
of  St.  Paul's  UMC,  Harahan,  are 
pictured  at  services  on  Sept.  12 
when  the  new  church  parsonage 
was  dedicated  by  the  bishop. 

Northwood  UMC,  Moss  Street 
and  Gloria  Switch  Road,  Lafayette, 
where  Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich  is  pas¬ 
tor,  will  hold  a  groundbreaking  cer¬ 
emony  for  the  new  church  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  10,  at  4  p.m. 

*  *  * 

The  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
will  meet  Saturday,  Oct.  9,  at  9  a.m. 
at  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria. 
Judge  Carl  Stewart  will  preside. 

*  *  * 

Neighborhood  Ministries  operat¬ 
ed  by  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  con¬ 
ducts  an  after-school  Latchkey 
Program  for  22  elementary  school 
children.  Church  vans  pick  up  some 
students  while  the  parish  buses  drop 
off  others.  Planned  for  the  children 
are  snacks,  tutoring,  play,  field  trips, 
crafts  (hands-on  exposure  to  different 
media)  and  sewing.  Parents  pick  up 
the  children  after  work. 

On  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  junior 
high  students  from  low-income  fam¬ 
ilies  participate  in  basketball  and  oth¬ 
er  sports.  A  food  pantry  is  open  four 
days  each  week.  Also  provided  are  re¬ 
ligious  devotional  material,  secular 
magazines  and  coupons.  Circles  of  the 
church  often  provide  bags  of  candy  or 
stuffed  animals  for  children  of  the 
families  who  receive  food. 

Regina  Wren,  diaconal  minister, 
is  director  of  the  ministries  and 
Rev.  Grayson  Watson  is  church  pas¬ 
tor.  Volunteers  and  two  paid  em¬ 
ployees  assist  in  the  programs. 

Neighborhood  Ministries  has  op¬ 


erated  since  the  early  eighties,  Wren 
said. 

*  *  * 

A  VISION  2000  project  entitled 
Christian  Helping  Hands,  a  food 
ministry,  has  been  started  by  Mont¬ 
gomery  and  Mt.  Zion  UM  Serving 
Churches,  Sherry  Duffy  reports.  The 
churches  have  opened  a  food  pantry 
which  serves  the  community  one 
day  a  month.  Five  families  are  cur¬ 
rently  being  served.  Food  is  collect¬ 
ed  from  church  members. 

Rev.  Sandi  Huber  and  Rev.  James 
Huber  are  copastors. 

*  *  * 

Seekers  Class  of  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  provided  col¬ 
lection  boxes  so  the  entire  church 
could  contribute  coats  for  Arme¬ 
nians,  a  project  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Overseas  Relief. 
Clean  and  in  good  repair,  the  warm 
coats  for  men,  women  and  children 
were  boxed  for  mailing  by  class  mem¬ 
bers.  Directing  the  project  were 
Delano  Clark  and  Mike  McEuen. 

*  *  * 

Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell,  where 
Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr.  is  pastor, 
collected  a  special  “second  mile” 
communion  offering  to  assist  mid¬ 
west  flood  victims. 

*  *  * 

The  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  has  sent  out  the  October  Co¬ 
ordinated  Mailing  or  “Coverage.” 

Included  is  information  on  minis¬ 
tries  and  programs  related  to  youth, 
interreligion  and  ecumenical  af¬ 
fairs,  missions,  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation,  Peace  with 
Justice,  Conference  Center  update, 
Laity  Sunday,  1000  Club,  upcoming 
training  and  many  other  important 
ministries. 

Persons  receiving  the  packet  are 
asked  to  “pass  on”  pertinent  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  appropriate  local  church 
officials  for  their  use  and  promotion. 

In  Memoriam 

Shirley  Doucet  Hudson,  wife  of 
Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson  Jr.,  pastor 
of  Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle  UM 
Charge,  died  Sept.  26.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  in  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette. 


The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  groups  of  1966-1972  had  a  re¬ 
union  recently  at  Morningside  UMC,  Shreveport.  Pictured  above 
are  some  of  the  members. 


Morningside  MYF  is  reunited 


Many  adult  people  have  dreamed 
about  getting  their  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  groups  back  together  again 
to  reminisce  about  fun  times  as  young 
people  in  the  church.  One  group  man¬ 
aged  to  do  just  that. 

In  a  rare  gathering  at  Morning¬ 
side  UMC,  Shreveport,  the  MYF 
groups  of  1966  to  1972  in  that 
church  came  from  many  cities  for  a 
reunion  during  a  recent  morning 
worship  service.  About  30  of  the 
former  youths,  many  of  their  lead¬ 
ers  and  one  of  their  pastors  gath¬ 
ered  for  the  reunion. 

UMYF  and  MYF 

Participating  as  leaders  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  were  current  UMYF  and  the 
former  MYF  members. 

Rev.  Dave  Felder,  who  was  one 
of  the  ministers  during  the  ’66-’77 
period  and  who  is  now  retired,  and 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  who  is  pastor  of 
Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport, 
preached.  Rev.  Dear  and  his  wife, 
Nancy,  were  junior  high  MYF 
counselors  at  Morningside  during 
the  period. 


Ron  Crawford,  minister  of  music, 
Christ  UMC,  Shreveport,  led  the 
music.  For  years  he  was  counselor 
of  the  senior  high  MYF  at  Morning- 
side.  Rev.  Dear  played,  “We  Are  One 
in  the  Spirit”  on  his  “left-handed” 
guitar.  Other  MYF  counselors  attend¬ 
ing  were  Bill  and  Flo  Ogden. 

Past  and  present  fun 

The  group  gathered  at  the  home 
of  Barbara  and  Charles  Crawford 
for  dinner  and  swimming  on  the 
Saturday  preceding  the  service.  A 
luncheon  was  held  after  the  service. 
Susan  Stinson  organized  the  event. 
She  also  entertained  with  stories 
gleaned  from  a  diary  she  had  kept 
of  the  MYF  happenings. 

“All  gave  thanks  for  the  Christian 
legacy  from  which  those  MYFers 
were  rooted  in  their  faith  and  cele¬ 
brated  the  ongoing  commitment  of 
today’s  youth  and  their  maturing 
leadership, ”Dr.  J.  Van  Dickens, 
pastor  of  the  church,  said.  “Vivid 
memories  were  rekindled  as  we  ex¬ 
perienced  the  connection  between 
past  and  present  youth.” 
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VISN 


VISN  celebrates  its  fifth  anniversary  this  fall  with 
new  series  and  specials.  Clockwise  from  upper  left: 

Former  President  Jimmy  Carter  works  with  Habi-  - 

tat  for  Humanity  founder  Millard  Fuller  on  “Habitat  Housewarming  ’93 
Host  Merri  Dee  and  audience  members  examine  current  issues  faced  by  Afr 
can-American  teens  in  the  series  “Take  2";  Bill  Moyers’  critically  acclaime 
series  “World  of  Ideas’’  appears  weekly;  and  best-selling  author  Dr.  Harvil 
Hendrix  of  “Getting  the  Love  You  Want”  counsels  couples  in  the  special  s 
ries  “The  Conscious  Couple.” 


VISN  show  examines  poverty 


Poverty  and  low-cost  housing  in 
the  United  States  are  examined  by 
the  “Catch  the  Spirit”  program  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  UNI  Church  and  set  to 
air  the  week  of  Oct.  24  on  VISN 
(Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work),  on  cable  TV  stations  across 
Louisiana.  (Check  local  listings  for 
exact  times.) 

“My  name  is  Mary  Rogers  and 
I’ve  been  homeless  for  about  four 
years.”  This  statement  by  the 
grandmotherly  woman  who  looks 
like  she  is  in  her  sixties,  opens  a  seg¬ 
ment  that  traces  her  route  from 
ownership  of  a  house  to  residency 
in  motels,  shelters  and  cheap  apart¬ 
ments  —  and  finally  to  First  UMC 


Santa  Monica,  Calif  The  church 
converted  a  parking  lot  into  low-in¬ 
come  housing  for  seniors  and  tran¬ 
sitional  housing  for  homeless 
families. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  programs,  seen 
throughout  the  United  States,  may 
be  taped  off  the  air  to  use  as  video 
resource  for  programs  in  local 
churches. 

VISN  celebrates  it  fifth  anniver¬ 
sary  this  year.  As  part  of  the  VISN/ 
ACTS  network  it  is  known  as  the 
Faith  and  Values  Channel  in  view¬ 
ing  areas  where  it  is  aired. 

A  listing  of  the  Louisiana  chan¬ 
nels  carrying  VISN  is  included  in 
the  October  Coordinated  Mailing. 


Alexandria  Evangelism  Fair 
to  feature  john  Ed  Mathison 


Dr.  John  Ed  Mathison,  who  is 
pastor  of  one  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  largest  churches,  Frazer 
Memorial  UMC  in  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  and  who  has  a  national  tele¬ 
vision  ministry,  will  be  guest 
speaker  at  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Evangelism  Fair. 

The  fair  will  be  held  Sunday, 
Oct.  17,  in  First  UMC,  Pineville, 
where  the  pastor  is  Rev.  Jimmie 
Pyles.  Superintendent  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  is  the  Rev.  Donald  R. 


Avery. 

Each  church  in  the  district  has 
been  assigned  specific  areas  of 
evangelism  which  they  will  illus¬ 
trate  in  individual  booths. 

The  fair  is  to  begin  at  3  p.m. 
Dinner  ($5)  will  be  served  at  5:30 
p.m.  in  the  gym.  Dr.  Mathison 
will  preach  at  a  7  p.m.  worship 
service. 

To  make  reservations  for  din¬ 
ner  call  Ann  Parvin,  318-443- 
0426,  by  Oct.  13. 
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A  tale  of  selflessness  from  two  spheres 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Alice  Colquitt  volunteers  20  hours  a  week  as  a  "part-time  grandmother"  at  United  Methodist-related 
Kingdom  House  Day  Care  Center  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Her  service  typifies  the  selflessness  that  marks  a 
spiritually  sound  life  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


An  ancient  spiritual  truth  sur¬ 
faced  recently  in  the  figurative  con¬ 
vergence  of  two  unrelated  events. 
One  might  call  their  convergence  “a 
tale  of  two  spheres." 

Sphere  Number  One:  Eight  people 
ended  a  two-year  experiment  of  living 
in  a  sealed  three-acre  environment 
named  Biosphere  II,  a  so-called  "plan¬ 
et  in  a  bottle”  in  the  Arizona  desert. 
The  purpose  of  the  experiment  was  to 
gather  data  under  controlled  condi¬ 
tions  about  Earth's  ecology. 

According  to  one  participant,  the 
biggest  test  of  the  experiment  was 
not  its  physical  rigors.  Rather,  she 
said,  the  biggest  challenge  was  “hu¬ 
man  group  dynamics” — coming  to 
pips  with  the  reality  of  the  group’s 
interdependence  despite  severe  ten¬ 
sions  and  incompatibilities. 

Sphere  Number  Two:  A  12-man 
team  representing  the  United  States 
recently  bested  rivals  from  Europe  in 
striking  a  much  smaller  “sphere” — a 
golf  ball!  As  a  result,  they  won  the 
coveted  Ryder  Cup  in  one  of  that 
sport’s  most  intense  competitions. 

U.S.  team  captain  Tom  Watson, 
who  has  earned  millions  of  dollars 
and  won  eight  major  champion¬ 
ships  as  a  professional  golfer,  called 
the  victory  “the  finest  experience  I 
have  ever  had  in  the  game  of  golf 
. . .  because  you  are  playing  for 
something  besides  yourself.” 

No  Christian  should  be  surprised 
by  the  comments  from  both 
“spheres." 

Specifically,  they  remind  us,  life 
goes  a  lot  better — if  indeed,  it 
“goes”  at  all — in  direct  proportion  to 
people’s  capacity  to  abandon  self-in¬ 
terest  and  to  work  instead  for  the 
common  good. 

A  vital  Christian  insight  on  this 
matter,  however,  is  that  abandon¬ 
ment  of  self-interest  is  much  easier 
said  than  done.  Or,  as  Martin  Luther 
observed,  the  seifs  propensity  to  turn 
inward  upon  itself  is  what  we  mean 
by  sin.  Each  of  us,  because  we’re  hu- 
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man  and  therefore  flawed,  is  more  or 
less  warped  by  sin  understood  as  un¬ 
restrained  regard  for  self. 

Healthy  regard  for  self  is  not  sin. 
Jesus  recognized  and  tacitly  ap¬ 
proved  love  of  oneself  as  a  child  of 
God.  We  should  tend  to  the  valid 
needs  of  body,  mind  and  spirit  as 
gifts  from  God. 

We  are  grateful,  however,  that  in 
at  least  these  two  instances— the 


Biosphere  experiment  and  the  Ry¬ 
der  Cup  competition — some  have 
caught  a  glimmer  of  how  much  bet¬ 
ter  life  is  when  we  drop  excessive 
regard  for  self  and  strive  to  reach 
shared  goals  with  others. 

Question  to  wives,  husbands  and 
children:  Do  your  family  members 
operate  on  the  principle  of  “looking 
out  for  Number  One?"  Or  do  you 
try  regularly  to  balance  valid  per¬ 
sonal  needs  with  the  needs  and  aims 
of  the  whole  family? 

Question  to  congregations:  Do 


oversized  egos  ever  interfere  with 
efforts  to  carry  out  the  church’s 
mission?  Or  are  you  regularly  able 
to  set  aside  self-centeredness  and  to 
pursue  shared  goals  in  mission  and 
ministry? 

Question  to  public  leaders:  Are 
you  motivated  in  your  public  role 
by  a  form  of  self-enhancement — 
money,  power  or  prestige?  Or  do 
you  regard  leadership  as  a  way  to 
serve  others  and  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  community,  state,  na¬ 
tion  or  world  above  your  own? 


Let's  help  dfetibled  feel  a  part  of  Christ's  body 


By  NAOMI  MITCHUM 

Eight-year-old  Susie  has  to  watch 
the  children’s  choir  director’s  beat 
and  his  lips.  She  knows  the  words  and 
music,  but  sings  off  key.  She  is  deaf. 

Susie  wants  to  be  a  singer  in  a 
real  choir,  participating  in  praise. 
Saying,  “Yeah,  God!”  in  a  group  is 
nurturing  her  expression  of  faith 
and  preparing  her  for  a  lifetime  of 
corporate  worship. 

The  participation  of  people  like 
Susie  is  what  Access  Sunday  is  all 
about. 

A  day  for  celebrating 

A  day  for  celebrating  and  recog¬ 
nizing  people  with  handicapping 
conditions,  the  interdenomination¬ 
al  observance  traditionally  is  held 
on  the  third  Sunday  in  October,  but 
may  be  celebrated  at  any  conve¬ 
nient  time.  The  date  is  not  as  im¬ 
portant  as  the  fact  that  a  special  day 
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is  set  aside  for  calling  attention  to 
the  need  for  every  congregation  to 
be  totally  inclusive  and  for  every 
church  to  be  accessible  to  all  the 
people  of  God. 

People  with  mental  and  physical 
disabilities  have  to  search  actively 
for  ways  to  become  participants  in  a 
worship  service. 

Common  actions  of  corporate  wor¬ 
ship — stand,  sing,  kneel,  respond — 


are  things  that  able  people  do  with 
thoughtless  ease,  but  these  are  not 
simple  tasks  to  many  people  with 
mental  or  physical  disabilities.  An 
important  question  for  congregations 
to  ask  is:  “How  can  we  make  people 
with  disabilities  feel  at  home  as  part 
of  the  body  of  Christ?” 

Congregational  thoughtfulness 
sends  important  messages  in  this  re¬ 
gard. 

For  instance,  ushers  can  learn  to 
anticipate  needs.  One  worshiper 
may  need  a  hearing  transformer. 
Another  may  need  one  of  the  large- 
print  Bibles  kept  in  the  vestibule 
and  to  sit  near  the  pulpit  so  she  can 
read  the  preacher’s  lips.  Anyone 
with  crutches  or  a  cane  can  be  seat¬ 
ed  at  the  end  of  a  pew.  An  interpret¬ 
er  can  be  provided  for  people  with 
hearing  disabilities. 

Barrier-free  facility 

Ultimately,  church  leaders  are  re- 


Emily's  passing  leaves  a  lesson  in  love 


The  contrast  was  strong  between 
the  church  scene  I’d  just  left  and  the 
one  at  the  fast-food  eatery  where  I 
saw  the  young  couple  and  the  little 
girl. 

The  two  adults  weren’t  exactly  abu¬ 
sive  of  her,  but  they  were  sharp,  impa¬ 
tient  and  generally  inconsiderate. 

“Eat!”  the  woman  commanded, 
seemingly  oblivious  to  the  tyke’s  de¬ 
sire  to  look  around,  say  a  vigorous 
“Hi”  to  passers-by  and  generally 
take  her  sweet  time. 

The  man  across  the  table — 1  as¬ 
sumed  they  were  the  girl’s  par¬ 
ents — thumped  her  on  the  head, 
not  terribly  hard,  then  reinforced 
the  command:  “Eat!” 

Less  than  an  hour  earlier  I  had 
left  a  church  where  another  man 
and  woman  said  goodbye  to  their 
“little  girl”  in  the  presence  of  a 
sanctuary  full  of  fellow  mourners. 


Faithfully  yours 


I’d  be  willing  to  bet  that  their 
daughter,  dead  of  brain  cancer  at 
age  46,  never  had  a  parent  com¬ 
mand  her  to  eat  and  never  got 
thumped  on  the  head. 

An  only  child,  she  was  the  core  of 
her  dad’s  heart  when  he  and  I 
worked  together  25  years  ago.  She’d 
had  an  outstanding  high  school  ca¬ 
reer,  then  had  graduated  from  a  ma¬ 


jor  church-related  university  with 
honors  in  speech  pathology. 

I  learned  from  her  obituary  that 
she  had  become  a  speech  teacher,  a 
wife  and  the  mother  of  two  boys. 

Months  ago,  said  the  minister 
during  the  eulogy,  when  the  gravity 
of  her  illness  became  clear,  she 
waived  further  treatment  and  began 
preparing  her  family  for  their  lives 
after  her  death.  She  planned  her 
own  memorial  service  as  a  time  of 
love,  joy  and  celebration. 

I’m  sorry  that  the  two  adults  at 
the  restaurant  never  had  a  chance  to 
know  Emily,  because  her  life  would 
have  been  a  lesson  to  them,  namely: 
If  you  would  receive  love,  you  must 
give  love. 

Little  girl,  wherever  you  are,  I 
hope  you,  too,  have  a  chance  to 
learn  and  live  that  lesson. 

— /OHN  A.  LOVELACE 


sponsible  for  providing  a  barrier- 
free  facility.  For  example,  Judy  in 
her  wheelchair  needs  to  feel  includ¬ 
ed  by  being  seated  near  the  front 
where  a  few  pew  seats  have  been  re¬ 
moved  to  accommodate  her.  She 
needs  a  ramp  to  the  altar  so  she  can 
take  communion  with  the  rest  of 
the  congregation. 

A  barrier-free  environment  ex¬ 
tends  to  such  amenities  as  a  note  in 
the  Sunday  bulletin  about  large- 
print  or  Braille  Bibles,  hearing 
transformers  and  the  like. 

The  church,  by  its  nature,  is  in¬ 
clusive.  If  yours  actively  welcomes 
people  with  disabilities,  celebrate.  If 
yours  is  less  than  you  wish  it  to  be, 
some  resources  may  help. 

“A  Service  of  Worship  for  Access 
Sunday  1993,”  is  available  free  from 
a  United  Methodist-related  disabil¬ 
ities  ministry,  SEMAR  Inc.,  P.O.  Box 
128,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  1 8745. 

“That  All  May  Worship,”  a  52- 
page  illustrated  handbook,  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Religion  and  Disability 
Program,  National  Organization  on 
Disability,  910  16th  St.  N.W.,  Suite 
600,  Box  G,  Washington  D.C. 
20006.  The  cost  is  $  10. 

United  Methodists  also  may  re¬ 
quest  information  from  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( one  typed ,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness.  "  United  Methodist  Reporter ,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 
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“Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God. 
I  am  exalted  among  the  nations,  I 
am  exalted  in  the  earth.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Previous  answer  Galatians  6:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  10 

Sunday:  Psalms  106:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  106:19-23 
Tuesday:  Exodus  32:1-6 
Wednesday:  Exodus  32:7-14 
Thursday:  Philippians  4:1-7 
Friday:  Philippians  4:8-9 
Saturday:  Matthew  22:1-14 
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Jesus  is  the  one  who 
insists  He's  'the  way' 


1  was  disturbed  by  the  letter  to 
the  editor  from  Margaret  Sturte- 
vant  (see  UMR,  Sept.  3). 

Somewhere  along  the  way  Ms. 
Sturtevant  was  misinformed.  I 
don’t  believe  that  someone  can 
like  being  a  United  Methodist  and 
have  no  idea  that  in  order  to  be  a 
United  Methodist,  one  must  be  a 
Christian  also. 

Our  church  doesn’t  insist  that 
Jesus  is  the  only  way  to  God;  He 
does.  In  John  14:6  Jesus  says  “I 
am  the  way  and  the  truth  and  the 
life.  No  one  comes  to  the  Father 
except  through  me.” 

This  is  what  being  a  Christian 
and  being  a  United  Methodist  is 
all  about. 

Sandi  Hiree 
Homer,  Illinois 

Right  on! 

Right  on,  Margaret  Sturtevant 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  3)1  It’s  time  to 
go  forward. 

It’s  time  that  we  cany  on  a  vi¬ 
brant  and  searching  dialogue  from 
the  smallest  charge  to  the  highest 
levels  of  Methodism  about  the  rela¬ 
tive  merits  of  being  a  ritualistic 
congregation  or  a  living  church  in 
the  fullness  of  God. 

We  live  in  a  community  of 
many  “religions” — pious  and  pro- 
fane— and  it  is  in  this  community 
that  we  must  find  the  way,  show 
the  way,  be  the  way  if  Methodism 
is  to  prosper.  If  we  should  go  back, 
it  is  to  the  street  ministry  of  Wes¬ 
ley,  the  reaching  out  the  helping 
hand  rather  than  withdrawing  into 
pious  pontification. 

Elmer  N.  Nelson 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania 

It's  doublespeak 

Re:  “Churches’  high  court  to 
rule  on  gays-clergy  conflict”  (see 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

UMR,  Sept.  10). 

Is  there  anybody  out  there  who 
doesn’t  know  what  a  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual” 
is?  In  my  estimation,  it  doesn’t 
take  a  rocket  scientist  to  figure 
that  one  out  in  today’s  world. 

However,  some  of  our  enlight¬ 
ened  clergy  have  apparently  decid¬ 
ed  that,  for  lack  of  a  definition  of 
the  term,  an  acknowledged  homo¬ 
sexual  minister  may  retain  his 
“good  standing”  with  the  church. 
How  much  of  this  legalistic  double¬ 
speak  from  clergy  can  we  tolerate? 

Ralph  H.  Walton,  Jr. 

Granbury,  Texas 

It's  biased 

Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  article, 
“Church’s  ‘high  court’  to  rule  on 
gays-clergy  conflicts,”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  10),  begins  with  a  biased 
statement:  “The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  stance  on  homosex¬ 
uality  for  21  years  has  been 
basically  one  of  ‘hate  the  sin  but 
love  the  sinner.’  ” 

But  the  big  argument  about  ho¬ 
mosexuality  is  precisely  whether  or 
not  being  homosexual  is  a  “sin.” 

The  church  may  contend  that 
it  is,  and  pretend  that  it  wants 
people  to  “love”  these  “sinners.” 
But  in  my  opinion,  being  homo¬ 
sexual  is  not  itself  a  sin  any  more 
than  being  heterosexual  is  a  sin. 
So  the  whole  “ethic”  the  church 
is  promoting  may  be  built  on  a 
prejudiced  and  unfactual  as¬ 
sumption.  That  is  what  I  think  is 
the  case. 

Willie  Ludlow 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


What  others  are  saying 


“1  believe  in  the  country  we  live 
in;  I  believe  in  the 
system  we  have  in 
this  country;  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  funda¬ 
mental  goodness  of 
people;  I  believe  in 
my  family;  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  myself;  I 
|  believe  that  God 
gave  us  life  to  use  for  a  purpose.” 

— General  Colin  Powell,  former 
chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 


“I  imagine  a  wondrous  sight:  Chris¬ 
tians  taking  Christian  community 


into  the  whole  of  life,  acting  every¬ 
where  and  at  all  times  with  love  and 
justice  as  their  norm.  Would  commut¬ 
ing  to  work  be  different?  Would  busi¬ 
ness  decisions  reflect  caring  and 
compassion  as  well  as  competence?” 
— Evelyn  Burry,  writing  in  “Links,” 
a  newsletter  for  United  Methodist 
laypeople. 

*  *  * 

“God  is  less  interested,  I  suspect, 
in  our  acts  of  obedience  than  in  the 
pleasure  of  our  company.” 

— The  Rev.  Richard  H.  Schmidt,  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  Daphne, 
Ala. 


Help  provide  Russian  language  Bibles,  Sunday 
school  materials,  spiritual  life  books  and  other  e 
training  materials  by  contributing  to: 

ADVANCE  #011 51 0-1 RA 


Your  contributions  will  also  help  train  pastors 
and  lay  leaders;  develop  seminars  and  courses 
of  study. 

For  futher  information  contact:  Coordinator, 
Russia  Initiative,  Room  1527,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 

New  York,  NY  10115,  Tel:  (212)  870-3682; 

Fax:  (212)  870-3895. 


Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local  church.  Be 
sure  to  write  the  Advance  code  number  on  the 
check.  For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit, 
give  your  gift  to  your  local  church  treasurer.  Gifts  are 
forwarded  to  Advance  GCFA,  P.O.  Box  19001, 
Church  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10277-1106. 
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INDIA  EARTHQUAKE:  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  appealing  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  help  victims  of  a  Sept.  30 
earthquake  in  southwestern  India,  with  esti¬ 
mates  of  more  than  20,000  dead.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  received  a 
request  for  emergency  assistance  from  the 
Council  of  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  for  the 
Methodist  Church  in  India.  Gifts  should  be  des¬ 
ignated  to  Advance  No.  229650-4. 

REINVEST  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA:  in 

response  to  calls  by  Nelson  Mandela  and  the 
South  African  Council  of  Churches,  United 
Methodists  and  other  members  of  the  U.S.  reli¬ 
gious  community  are  expected  to  reverse  their 
anti-apartheid  strategies  on  investment  in  South 
Africa.  Mr.  Mandela  urged  an  end  to  economic 
sanctions  during  a  speech  before  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.  The  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate  Re¬ 
sponsibility,  which  includes  the  United 
Methodist  General  Boards  of  Global  Ministries 
and  Pensions,  is  echoing  the  call  for  responsible 
reinvestment  in  South  Africa. 

HEALTH  PLAN  'GOOD  START': 

A  retired  United  Methodist  bishop  says  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton’s  national  health-care  reform  plan 
is  a  “good  start”  but  she  expressed  concern  that 
it  may  sacrifice  care  of  some  people  because  of 
cost.  “The  right  to  health  is  God-given,”  said 
Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  of  San  Mateo,  Calif. 
She  chairs  the  Interfaith  Health  Care  Access 
Campaign,  made  up  of  more  than  80  religious 
groups,  including  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Boards  of  Church  and  Society  and  Global 
Ministries.  Bishop  Kelly,  formerly  from  Virgin¬ 
ia,  a  major  tobacco  producing  state,  praised  the 
president’s  mention  of  a  tax  on  tobacco  to  help 
meet  health-care  costs. 


AID  TO  ANGOLA:  Thousands  of  Ango¬ 
lans  are  dying  and  many  have  been  displaced  af¬ 
ter  resumption  of  a  civil 
war  in  October  1992,  ac¬ 
cording  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Emilio  de 
Carvalho,  who  heads  the 
church’s  Western  Angola 
Conference.  About  15  of 
the  23  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Angolan 
capital  of  Luanda  provide  Emilio  de  Carvalho 
schooling  and  meals  each  day  to  orphaned  chil¬ 
dren.  During  a  trip  to  the  U.S.  to  preside  at  a 
meeting  of  the  church’s  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  the  bishop  cited  pressing 
needs  for  medical  supplies,  food,  school  equip¬ 
ment  and  money  to  support  church  programs  in 
Angola.  Aid  can  be  sent  through  the  Angola 
Emergency  Advance  Special  No.  105685-1. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Patriarch  honored 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska — Aleksy  II  (left),  pa¬ 
triarch  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  re¬ 
ceives  an  honorary  degree  from  United 
Methodist-related  Alaska  Pacific  Universi¬ 
ty.  The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  university 
president,  looks  on  as  the  citation  is  read. 
The  patriarch  visited  the  college  as  part  of 
a  U.S.  visit  intended  to  mark  the  bicenten¬ 
nial  of  the  Orthodox  Church  in  America. 


REPORTER  STATE  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CLEMENTS 


A  'Grace'-ful  bridge  across  cultures 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  Russia — The  ice  cream  had  all  been  eaten  and  the  teen-agers'  talk  through 
interpreters  was  winding  down  when  a  Russian  asked  what  songs  are  sung  in  American 
churches.  Then  someone  began  "Amazing  Grace."  Within  seconds,  as  caught  by  our  photog¬ 
rapher,  Mike  Clements,  the  two  groups  of  church  youths — those  at  right  from  Plymouth  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Irving,  Texas,  and  their  hosts  at  left  from  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  Pushkin  and  St.  Petersburg — were  singing  the  beloved  hymn  in  their  respective 
languages,  united  by  their  faith  across  boundaries  of  nationality.  The  Plymouth  Park  UMC 
group  toured  Russia  this  past  summer. 


UMCOR:  Flood  aid  still  needs  funds 

"You  have  to  remember  that  United 
Methodists  do  long-term  relief  programs,  and 
the  money  we've  received  is  not  enough." 

— Wendy  Whiteside, 
UMCOR  communications  officer. 


UM  Men  told 
hunger  at  odds 
with  world  peace 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Flood  relief  stories  may  have 
vanished  from  news  outlets  across 
the  country,  but  the  topic  is  still  a 
priority  for  the  denomination’s  re¬ 
lief  agency. 

With  new  flooding  in  Missouri 
and  Kansas,  officials  of  the  New 
York-based  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  remind  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
Midwest  Flood  Victims. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church  reported  at  September’s 
end  that  United  Methodist  receipts 
for  Midwest  flood  relief  through 
August  totaled  some  $666,000. 

Those  funds  are  slated  to  assist 
in  relief  and  rehabilitation  for  peo¬ 
ple  in  at  least  10  of  the  church’s  71 
annual  conferences  in  the  U.S.: 
Iowa,  Missouri  East  and  West, 
Southern  and  Central  Illinois,  Min¬ 
nesota,  Wisconsin,  Kansas  East, 
Nebraska  and  South  Dakota. 


Although  local  churches  have 
sent  work  crews  and  supplies  to 
“sister  churches”  in  the  Midwest, 
United  Methodists  must  continue 
to  give  money  to  this  emergency 
fund,  Advance  officials  said. 

“You  have  to  remember  that 
United  Methodists  do  long-term 
relief  programs,  and  the  money 
we’ve  received  is  not  enough,” 
said  Wendy  Whiteside,  UMCOR 
communications  officer. 

“When  we  asked  for  relief  fol¬ 
lowing  Hurricane  Andrew,  we  got 
$9  million.  With  several  annual 
conferences  to  help  for  flood  relief, 
we’ll  need  double:  $18  million. 
And  that’s  just  to  do  the  basics.” 

Ms.  Whiteside  told  the  Reporter 
that  new  relief  efforts  will  be  fo¬ 


cused  on  such  areas  as  Carthage 
and  Springfield,  Mo„  where  new 
flooding  has  occurred.  Also 
flooded  was  Pittsburgh,  Kan.,  with 
1 5  inches  of  rain  in  24  hours. 

She  said  UMCOR  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  responsible  for  relief 
warehouses  in  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City  and  Moline,  Ill.,  until  Oct. 
31.  After  that,  warehouse  opera¬ 
tions  will  be  coordinated  by  the 
respective  annual  conferences 
where  each  is  located. 

The  St.  Louis  warehouse  has 
moved.  The  new  address  is: 

UMCOR  Warehouse 
7220  North  Lindbergh 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  63043 
(314) 731-3633 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  world  is 
faced  with  an  almost  insurmount¬ 
able  problem — resolving  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  chances  for 
world  peace  and  feeding  its  popu¬ 
lation — according  to  U.S.  Sen. 
Dale  Bumpers  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Bumpers  was  a  speaker  at  a 
recent  one-day  United  Methodist 
Men’s  conference  on  world  peace 
attended  by  95  people. 

For  the  second  year,  United 
Methodist  Men,  an  organization 
of  male  members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  provided  a  fo¬ 
rum  for  Mr.  Bumpers  and  other 
congressional  representatives  who 
are  Methodists  to  share  their 
views  on  peace  and  related  topics. 

Of  the  15  congress  members 
who  participated,  13  are  United 
Methodists  and  two  are  African 
Methodist  Episcopal. 

Hopes  for  peace 

Through  the  forum,  lay  and 
clergy  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  nation  learned  more 
about  obstacles  to  world  peace 
and  about  the  representatives’ 
personal  hopes  for  such  peace. 

Fielding  questions  between  calls 
to  return  to  the  House  or  Senate 
for  a  vote,  the  congressional  repre¬ 
sentatives  offered  opinions  about 
a  wide  range  of  peace-related  top¬ 
ics,  such  as  the  roles  of  the  U.S. 
military  and  relations  with  the 
United  Nations. 

Mr.  Bumpers,  a  former  Arkan¬ 
sas  governor,  said  the  threat  of  nu¬ 
clear  holocaust  has  been  replaced 
by  overpopulation,  and  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  world  has  more  than 
doubled  in  his  lifetime. 

Mr.  Bumpers  related  the  popu¬ 
lation  situation  to  several  world 
issues,  including  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  He  said  NAFTA  and 
its  side  agreements  are  supposed 
to  raise  substantially  the  wages  in 
Mexico,  but  with  a  population  of 
40  million  in  1963  and  92  mil¬ 
lion  in  1993,  Mexico  will  always 


"The  poorer  the 
world  gets,  the  more 
violent  it  will 
become." 

—Dale  Bumpers 


be  poverty-stricken  as  long  as  1.5 
people  exist  for  every  job. 

Somalia,  likewise,  has  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  6  million,  but  the  land 
can  only  support  1.5  million,  the 
senator  said. 

Control  population 

Foreign  aid  should  be  condi¬ 
tional  on  the  fact  that  countries 
use  much  of  the  money  to  control 
population  growth,  he  suggested. 

“The  poorer  the  world  gets,  the 
more  violent  it  will  become,” 
Mr.  Bumpers  said. 

Population  affects  the  environ¬ 
ment,  but  the  environment  is 
necessary  to  sustain  life,  he  ob¬ 
served. 

“Nothing  is  infinite  if  man 
chooses  to  destroy  it,”  Mr. 
Bumpers  maintained,  citing  ex¬ 
amples  of  environmental  de¬ 
struction  including  fishing  nets 
30  miles  long  and  “terrible  farm¬ 
ing  practices.” 

Women's  rights  important 

U.S.  Rep.  Jan  Meyers  of  Kansas 
said  she  shares  Mr.  Bumpers'  con¬ 
cern  about  population,  observing 
that  education  and  human  rights 
for  women  are  important  to  reduc¬ 
ing  population  growth. 

Taxpayers  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  expected  to  continue 
sending  millions  of  dollars  to 
countries  unless  those  countries 
use  family  planning,  she  observed. 

Ms.  Meyers  also  reported  on  the 
challenge  to  Boris  Yeltsin’s  au¬ 
thority  by  people  who  intend  to 
reassert  Russian  dominance  over 
former  Soviet  republics.  Free 
minds  (democracy)  and  free  mar¬ 
kets  are  the  best  way  to  ensure 
peace,  she  said. 


Bishop  Carder  honored  as  '93  'distinguished  evangelist' 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

NASHVILLE— One  of  United 
Methodism’s  newest  bishops  has 
been  named  the  church’s  distin¬ 
guished  evangelist  for  1993. 

Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder 
(Nashville  Area)  received  the  an¬ 
nual  award  Sept.  24  from  the 
Foundation  for  Evangelism. 

'Remarkable  record' 

Elected  in  1992,  Bishop  Carder 
was  cited  for  “his  remarkable  rec¬ 
ord  in  seeking  out  the  homeless 
and  destitute  residents  of  his  pas¬ 
toral  parishes,  confronting  them 
with  the  Gospel  of  Christ  and 
bringing  them  into  the  Christian 
life  and  warm  relationshp  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  foundation’s  president, 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  in  reading 
the  citation  for  Bishop  Carder, 
noted  that  many  of  these  “very 
special  friends”  were  provided 
transportation  from  the  bishop’s 
final  pastorate — Church  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Knoxville — to  attend  his  installa¬ 
tion  as  a  bishop  last  year. 

In  a  powerful  sermonic  style 
said  to  be  typical  of  him.  Bishop 
Carder  accepted  the  award  by  de¬ 
claring  that  the  church  “must  end 
the  non-Wesleyan  bifurcation  of 
evangelism  and  social  witness.” 

As  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn., 
before  he  moved  to  Knoxville, 
Bishop  Carder  in  1985  helped  ini¬ 
tiate  an  ongoing  dialogue  between 
theologians  and  scientists  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  Oak  Ridge  nuclear  re¬ 


actor  installation. 

Chaired  task  force 

He  also  chaired  the  United 
Methodist  Task  Force  on  Genetic 
Science  which  presented  its  report 
to  the  church’s  1992  legislative 
General  Conference. 

At  its  major  event  of  the  year 
(see  related  story  below),  the 
Foundation  for  Evangelism  also 
announced  establishment  of  pro¬ 
fessorships  of  evangelism  at  two 
more  United  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies.  These  professorships  are  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  foundation. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Hawthorn 
Knight  III  was  appointed  to  the 
evangelism  position  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  in  July.  The  Rev.  Pris¬ 
cilla  Pope-Levison  will  begin  simi¬ 


lar  work  at  Duke  Divinity  School 
in  Durham,  N.C.,  next  summer. 

This  makes  five  professorships 
in  this  country  and  one  in  Europe 
funded  by  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism. 

Bishop  Hunt  announced  that  the 
foundation  has  raised  nearly  $5.2 
million  in  response  to  a  $10  mil¬ 
lion  challenge  offered  two  years 
ago  by  two  otherwise  unidentified 
“friends  of  the  foundation.” 

Evangelist  Harry  Denman  estab¬ 
lished  the  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism  in  1949.  He  also  contributed 
the  first  $50,000  to  The  Harry 
Denman  Trust  Fund.  Foundation 
trustees  have  adopted  a  goal  of  $  1 
million  for  this  fund  which  sup¬ 
ports  projects  “dedicated  to  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  Dr.  Denman’s 
evangelistic  objectives.” 


Kenneth  Carder 


CLASSIFIED 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED,  FULL-TIME. 
First  UMC.  Austin,  Texas.  Over  2000  mem¬ 
bers.  Resumes  to:  Dr.  John  Gilbert,  FUMC, 
Box  1 666,  Austin  78767.  (512)  478-5684. 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR 
needed  for  a  1600-member  congregation  in  a 
classic  mid  western  family  oriented  setting  with 
an  active,  varied  program.  Experience  working 
with  all  age  levels  and  a  strong  educational 
background  a  plus.  Salary  to  $32,000,  depend¬ 
ing  on  experience.  Please  send  a  resume  by  Oc¬ 
tober  10  to:  Search  Committee,  First  UMC, 
201  Monroe,  Jefferson  City,  MO  65101. 

LARGE  FLORIDA  WEST-COAST  church 
seeks  Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evange¬ 
lism.  Ideal  candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59- 
62  vears)  with  record  of  success  in  establishing 
and  implementing  growth  programs.  Hours, 
salary  and  benefits  designed  to  meet  needs  of 
minister  and  church.  Inquiries,  resume:  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  3200  Manatee  Ave¬ 
nue  West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205,  Fax  (813) 
746-9737, _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  OUTREACH/ADULT  Educa¬ 
tion  Ministry  position  available.  1050-member 
church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Rev. 
Steven  Spurlock,  First  UMC,  812  Kirkman  St., 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601. _ 

GRIFFIN,  GA.  FIRST  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST  Church  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  and 
Program  for  a  growing  congregation  of  1850 
South  of  the  Atlanta  metro  area.  Duties  will  in¬ 
clude  directing  youth  and  children's  ministries 
under  the  Work  Area  on  Education.  Please 
send  letter  of  application  and  resume  to:  Rev. 
Hubert  Flanagan,  Senior  Minister,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1401  Maple  Drive,  Griffin, 
GA  30223. _ 

WALNUT  HILL  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Dallas,  Texas  seeks  a  part-time  Church 
Treasurer.  Applicant  must  have  accounting, 
budgeting,  and  computer  skills.  Previous  expe¬ 
rience  is  necessary.  Inquiries,  please  contact 
Empson  Walker  at  (214)  250-2977  or  send  re¬ 
sume  to  his  attention  at:  Walnut  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church,  10066  Marsh  Lane,  Dallas, 
TX  75229. 


'Brother  Harry's '  centennial  recalls  late  evangelist 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

NASHVILLE— Brother  Harry 
has  been  dead  17  years,  but  you 
wouldn’t  have  known  it  as  more 
than  400  celebrants  packed  a 
church  gymnasium  Sept.  24  to  mark 
the  centennial  of  his  birth  with  a 
spirited  “Happy  Birthday”  and  a 
vigorous  “Victory  in  Jesus.” 

Harry  Denman,  a  layman,  was 
Methodism’s/United  Methodism’s 
most  famous  evangelist.  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  called  him  a  mentor.  Thou¬ 
sands  accepted  his  invitation  to 
attend  revivals,  and  thousands 
more  responded  to  his  trademark 
plea,  “Pray  for  me.” 

All  these  images  and  many  more, 
including  a  new  book  about  the 
evangelist  and  a  unique  slide-film 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


Thousands  accepted  his  invitation  to  attend 
revivals,  and  thousands  more  responded  to  his 
trademark  plea,  "Pray  for  me." 


tribute  to  him,  helped  enliven  the 
birthday  party  sponsored  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  and  the  Foundation  for  Evan¬ 
gelism. 

The  board  is  the  successor  body 
to  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism  which  Dr.  Denman 
headed  27  years,  and  the  founda¬ 
tion  was  his  creation  as  the  board’s 
chief  executive. 

Retired  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short  of 
Hermitage,  Tenn.,  the  last  surviving 
member  of  Dr.  Denman’s  original 
staff,  reminisced  on  what  he  called 
“Harry’s  verse.” 

The  bishop  referred  to  John  16, 
in  which  Jesus  tells  the  disciples, 
“Indeed,  the  hour  is  coming,  yes, 
has  now  come,  that  you  will  be  scat¬ 
tered,  each  to  his  own,  and  will 
leave  me  alone.  And  yet  I  am  not 
alone,  because  the  Father  is  with 
me.” 

Bishop  Short  said  Dr.  Denman 
was  “the  most  lonesome  person  I 
ever  knew,”  but  added,  “He  was 
not  alone,  because  the  Father  was 
with  him.” 


Harry  Denman 

The  evangelist,  a  bachelor,  was 
widely  known  for  incessant  travel 
with — fable  has  it — one  suit  of 
clothes  and  two  small  travel  cases. 

Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Discipleship  board’s 
Section  on  Evangelism,  wove  a  ref¬ 


erence  to  Dr.  Denman’s  travel  into 
the  centennial’s  main  address. 

Admitting  that  he  had  never  met 
Harry  Denman,  he  nonetheless  la¬ 
beled  him  as  a  transcontinental  pil¬ 
grim  “who  knew  what  it  was  to 
carry  the  word  with  him. 

“We  are  gathered,”  Bishop 
Norris  reminded  his  audience  at 
West  End  United  Methodist 
Church,  “because  a  layman  told  the 
old,  old  story  in  a  compelling,  con¬ 
vincing  way.” 

The  Rev.  Whitney  Dough  of  Alta¬ 
monte  Springs,  Fla.,  presented  the 
slide-film  production  describing  Dr. 
Denman  “a  man  who  lived  the 
Christian  life,  loved  people,  im¬ 
mersed  himself  in  a  magnificent 
cause  and  dreamed  great  dreams.” 

The  day  after  the  two-days-pre- 


mature  birthday  celebration,  some 
40  former  staff  members  of  Dr. 
Denman  gathered  for  lunch  and  sto¬ 
ry-telling. 

Many  of  those  stories  and  others, 
plus  writings,  sermons  and  medita¬ 
tions  by  Dr.  Denman  himself,  have 
been  collected  into  a  book  titled 
“Prophetic  Evangelist.” 

The  first  copy  of  the  commemo¬ 
rative  book  was  presented  during 
the  birthday  celebration  to  Phillip 
F.  Connolly,  layman  from  Marys¬ 
ville,  Ohio.  A  member  of  the  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism,  he 
originated  the  idea  for  the  centenni¬ 
al  event  “because  he  did  not  want 
United  Methodism  to  forget  Dr. 
Denman.” 

Harry  Denman  was  bom  Sept. 
26,  1893,  and  died  Nov.  6,  1976. 
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YOUTH  EVENT  'ON':  Overriding  staff 

recommendations,  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  has  given  a  “go”  to 
Youth  ’95.  The  gathering's  purpose  will  be 
broadened,  however,  to  include  training  for 
adult  workers  with  youths  as  well  as  events  for 
youths  themselves.  The  most  recent  such  event, 
Youth  ’91,  attracted  3,300;  the  one  before  that, 
Youth  ’88,  drew  3,600.  Dates  and  location  for 
the  1 995  event  will  be  announced. 

RESIGNS:  The  chief  executive  of  the 
church’s  national  mission  arm  resigned  Sept. 
22,  effective  immediately.  The  Rev.  Anthony  J. 
Shipley,  deputy  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  National  Division, 
had  served  in  the  position  since  March  1992. 
The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  the  board’s  general 
secretary,  will  serve  as  interim  head  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division. 

BULGARIAN  'UPPER  ROOM':  The 

international  devotional  guide,  “The  Upper 
Room,”  has  launched  an  edition  in  Bulgaria, 
the  second  introduced  in  Eastern  Europe  in  less 
than  a  year.  Editor  for  the  bi-monthly  publica¬ 
tion,  which  had  a  first  printing  of  5,000  issues, 
is  the  Rev.  Daniel  Nalbantski,  a  pastor  for  the 
Bulgarian  Methodist  Church  in  Russe.  A  Pol¬ 
ish-language  edition  was  launched  in  Fall  1992. 

COVENANT  DISCIPLESHIP:  Campus 

ministers  and  student  leaders  interested  in 
forming  Covenant  Discipleship  groups  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  national  training  event  Feb.  4-6  in 
Nashville.  The  meeting  is  sponsored  by  the 
General  Boards  of  Discipleship  and  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  Registration  should  be 
made  through  the  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler-Wayman, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 

NYMO  CHAIR:  Jessica  Hannah,  a  high 
school  senior  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  Mo.,  was  elected 
chairperson  of  the  United 
Methodist  National  Youth 
Ministries  Organization 
Steering  Committee  during 
the  group’s  recent  convoca¬ 
tion  in  Rochester,  N.Y.  She 
has  represented  the 
church’s  eight-state  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  on  the  steering  committee 
since  1992.  Ms.  Hannah  is  the  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Michael  and  Frances  Hannah  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 

'NEW  MAPS  FOR  MISSION':  A  semi¬ 
nary  chancellor/trends  expert  will  field  calls 
from  grassroots  United  Methodists  on  trends  in 
the  church  during  an  Oct.  16  teleconference. 
The  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet  of  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  members  of  the 
denominationwide  General  Commission  on 
Communications  will  present  “New  Maps  for 
Mission:  The  Church  in  the  1990s  and  Be¬ 
yond.”  The  program  will  be  telecast  live  via 
United  Methodist  Teleconference  Connection, 
3-5  p.m.  (EDT). 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Jessica  Hannah 


Worship  book,  Bible  study  propel  'great  year' 


More  than  4  million  hymnals  have  been  sold, 
including  nearly  200,000  during  the  1993  fiscal 
year. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — A  better-than- 
expected  demand  for  a  revised 
denominational  worship  book,  a 
new  line  of  resources  for  laypeo- 
ple  and  continued  success  of  the 
“Disciple”  Bible  study  series 
helped  make  1993  a  “great  year” 
for  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  according  to  its 
president,  Robert  K.  Feaster. 

He  recently  told  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Board  of  Publication  that 
sales  of  United  Methodist-pro¬ 
duced  books,  Sunday  school  cur¬ 


riculum  and  other  products 
totaled  more  than  $91  million  in 
fiscal  year  1993 — $4.5  million 
(5.2  percent)  over  the  previous 
year  and  more  than  $680,000 
over  budget. 

The  amount  was  the  highest 
ever  recorded  except  for  two  fiscal 
years  (1989  and  1990)  when  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  eagerly  purchased 


the  new  hymnal.  More  than  4  mil¬ 
lion  hymnals  have  been  sold,  in¬ 
cluding  nearly  200,000  during  the 
1993  fiscal  year. 

Net  operating  revenue  for  fis¬ 
cal  1993  was  $3,203,828,  com¬ 
pared  with  a  negative  $562,397 
last  year. 

According  to  Mr.  Feaster,  The 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Wor¬ 


ship,  approved  by  the  church’s 
1992  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  selling  far  better  than 
first  anticipated,  reaching  be¬ 
yond  pastors  and  worship  lead¬ 
ers.  More  than  42,000  copies 
have  been  sold. 

And,  as  usual  in  the  first  year 
after  a  General  Conference,  de¬ 
mand  for  the  revised  Book  of 
Discipline  and  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions  also  boosted  total  sales. 

However,  several  new  products 
showed  unexpected  growth,  Mr. 
Feaster  reported.  Dimensions  for 
Living,  a  new  line  of  laity-orient- 


Puppet's  prominence 
exceeds  expectations 


KISSIMMEE,  Fla. — Hollywood,  "who  was  not  a  Christian," 
made  his  first  appearance  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Kissimmee,  to  explain  Christianity  to  the  children. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  “Hollywood  thing”  beats 
all  the  Rev.  John  Willis  has 
seen  in  his  20  years  of  ministry. 

“It  has  grown  beyond  my  wild¬ 
est  expectations,”  the  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Kissimmee,  Fla.,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  a  telephone  interview. 

In  1992,  Mr.  Willis  spotted 
Hollywood,  as  yet  unnamed,  in  a 
shopping  mall  and  couldn’t  resist 
buying  the  puppet.  He  named 
him  Hollywood  because  “he  is  so 
flashy  and  Hollywoodish.” 

Led  Children's  Moment 

Nevertheless,  he  thought  he’d 
better  come  up  with  a  good  rea¬ 
son  to  make  such  a  purchase. 
Then  he  remembered  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Moment  on  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday. 

Hollywood’s  first  appearance 
at  the  church,  15  minutes  from 
Disney  World  and  near  Sea 
World,  created  fear  and  trem¬ 
bling  for  Mr.  Willis,  who  had 
“never  done  anything  like  that.” 

But  he  used  Hollywood,  “who 
was  not  a  Christian,”  to  explain 
Christianity  to  the  children. 

For  example,  Mr.  Willis  ex¬ 
plained  to  Hollywood  that  God 
loves  everyone. 

“Does  God  love  me?”  Holly¬ 
wood  asked. 

“Sure,”  said  the  pastor. 

“Can  God  love  someone  with 
gray  hair  all  over  his  body?” 
Hollywood  asked. 

Sure. 

Mr.  Willis  intended  the  skit 
as  a  one-time  event.  But  Holly¬ 
wood  became  so  popular  with 


all  ages  that  his  antics  have  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  nearly  every 
worship  service.  Each  skit  ends 
with  Hollywood  asking,  “We 
pray  now?” 

Mr.  Willis  said  children  and 
adults  are  picking  up  the 
phrase. 

“Hollywood  is  new  to  Chris¬ 
tianity,  so  he  asks  a  lot  of  ques¬ 
tions,”  Mr.  Willis  said  — 
“questions  that  members  may 
be  embarrassed  to  ask.” 

Hollywood  didn’t  have  a  fam¬ 
ily,  so  Mr.  Willis  explained  to 
him  during  one  skit  that  a  church 
was  a  family  and  he  could  be  a 
member  of  this  one.  In  fact,  the 
church  “adopted”  him.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  people  signed 
the  “adoption  papers.” 

Mr.  Willis  said  the  weekly  dia¬ 
logue  between  Hollywood  and 
the  pastor  gives  the  congregation 
the  feeling  that  they  are  over¬ 
hearing  a  conversation  rather 
than  “being  preached  to.” 

As  Hollywood  has  grown  in 
his  Christianity,  his  responsibil¬ 
ities  have  increased.  He  sends 
his  picture  to  sick  children,  vis¬ 
its  Sunday  school  classes  and  is 
helping  teach  parenting  classes 
that  include  children  and  par¬ 
ents.  He  has  even  been  invited 
to  be  the  guest  speaker  at  anoth¬ 
er  United  Methodist  church, 
Mr.  Willis  said. 

World  Communion  Sunday 
this  year  marked  the  first  anni¬ 
versary  of  Hollywood’s  appear¬ 
ance  at  the  Florida  church. 

In  fact,  any  time  Hollywood 
doesn’t  make  an  appearance  at 
a  worship  service,  people  ask, 
“Where’s  Hollywood?”  Mr. 


Willis  said.  And  visitors  to  the 
church  sometimes  call  ahead  of 
time  to  make  sure  Hollywood 
will  be  there. 

Hollywood’s  energetic  enthu¬ 
siasm  has  gotten  him  in  trouble, 
like  the  traumatic  time  his  arm 
broke  in  the  middle  of  a  skit. 

“I’ll  never  direct  the  band 
again,”  Hollywood  exclaimed. 

Therapy  follows  break 

Hollywood  needed  therapy  to 
get  well,  Mr.  Willis  told  the 
children.  So  several  Sundays 
later  he  invited  the  children  to 


come  forward  to  encourage 
Hollywood  to  chin  himself. 

The  “Orlando  Sentinel”  re¬ 
ported  the  results; 

“Soon  the  chant,  ‘Hollywood, 
Hollywood,  Hollywood,’  was 
ringing  throughout  the  church. 
The  minute  Hollywood  managed 
to  chin  himself,  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation  burst  into  applause. 

“  ‘As  Christians  we  are  sup- 
■  posed  to  encourage  one  another 
like  that,’  Mr.  Willis  said.  ‘If  we 
encouraged  other  people  like  we 
did  Hollywood,  it  would  really 
make  a  difference  in  their 
lives.’  ” 


ed  books,  reaped  sales  of  nearly 
$700,000,  about  30  percent  more 
than  expected.  Sales  of  Publish¬ 
ing  House  books  in  1,400  local- 
church  “book  tables”  nationwide 
jumped  14  percent. 

Sales  of  curriculum,  mostly  for 
Sunday  schools,  were  still  sluggish, 
he  said.  He  said  new  curriculum 
materials  include  the  One-Room 
Sunday  School,  designed  to  meet 
demands  for  small-membership 
churches  and  smaller  church- 
school  programs  by  providing  new 
curriculum  for  single  classes  with 
a  variety  of  ages. 

'Visioning' 
panel  offers 
Bible  video 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— “Faithful, 
Listening  Disciples,”  a  Bible 
study  video  on  passages  from  the 
Gospel  of  Mark,  is  ready  for  local 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
other  groups  “envisioning”  the 
future  of  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  chairman  of  the 
church’s  Connectional  Issues  Task 
Force,  said  the  video  was  produced 
“for  a  song — in  fact,  gratis.” 

The  connectional  issues  task 
force,  an  arm  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  chief  coordinating  agency, 
the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  (GCOM),  is  studying  the 
church’s  missional  and  structural 
needs  for  the  2 1  st  century. 

“Connectional”  in  United 
Methodist  parlance  refers  to  ties 
linking  local,  regional,  national 
and  international  entities  of  the 
denomination. 

Mr.  Sprague  also  introduced 
the  first  issue  of  “Envision,”  a 
quarterly  newsletter  designed  to 
keep  church  leaders  abreast  of 
the  task  force’s  progress. 

Consultants  from  the  Rollins 
Institute  at  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta  will  assist  the  group,  Mr. 
Sprague  said. 

Task  force  members  also  plan 
to  meet  this  fall  with  an  expert 
on  “chaos  theory”  as  the  project 
gathers  steam,  he  added. 

The  task  force  circulated  a  pre¬ 
liminary  list  of  24  names  of  a 
“Forum  of  30”  church  leaders  se¬ 
lected  to  play  a  key  role  in  re¬ 
sponding  to  research  findings. 
Forum  members  were  chosen 
from  450  nominees  from  across 
the  denomination. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 


Helping  to  Build  Churches 

Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

4.80% 

1  year  term 

$100 

3.00% 

Flexible 

$100 

*  Rates  subjt 

2.50% 

ret  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 


New  York.  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 


Bell's  tumble  leads  to 


church's  restoration 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  near-tragedy  three  years  ago  in 
Mamaroneck  (N.Y.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  helped  generate 
energy  for  the  congregation  and  res¬ 
toration  for  its  historic  building, 
says  the  Rev.  Bill  Shillady,  pastor. 

On  a  Sunday  morning  in  1990, 
only  one  minute  before  the  worship 
service  was  to  begin,  the  church’s  one- 
ton  bell  crashed  100  feet  from  the 
steeple  into  the  vestibule.  Five  people 
narrowly  escaped  being  crushed. 

In  the  process  of  rehanging  the 
bell,  members  learned  that  their 
1859  building  was  in  serious  need 

I  ■j..*,..  ■  ■ - jj - - 


MAMARONECK,  N.Y.— Because 
of  a  near-tragic  bell  collapse 
three  years  ago,  the  historic  Ma- 
maroneck  United  Methodist 
Church  is  being  restored. 


The  church's  one-ton 
bell  crashed  100  feet 
from  the  steeple  into  the 
vestibule.  Five  people 
narrowly  escaped  being 
crushed. _ 

of  repair. 

The  congregation  quickly  began 
an  extensive  review  and  hired  a 
preservation  architect  to  guide 
them  in  restoring  the  church  to  its 
original  grandeur. 

The  Mamaroneck  congregation 
was  formed  as  a  Methodist  Society 
after  Francis  Asbury  preached  at 
the  village  on  Dec.  19,  1771. 

The  present  church,  constructed 
by  shipbuilders  of  Mamaroneck  and 
Rye,  N.Y.,  originally  overlooked 
Long  Island  Sound.  Although  the 
view  today  is  somewhat  obstructed 
by  other  buildings,  masts  of  ships  in 
the  sound  can  still  be  seen  from  the 
church. 

The  church  is  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  and  has 
been  informally  adopted  by  Ma¬ 
maroneck  as  a  local  landmark. 

The  congregation  and  friends 
have  raised  more  than  $400,000  for 
the  renovation.  In  addition,  the 
Park  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  Trust  Fund,  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  church  on  that 
famed  boulevard  in  Manhattan,  has 
awarded  a  $50,000  matching  grant 
for  the  project. 

The  Mamaroneck  community,  in 
partnership  with  the  local  historical 
society,  got  involved  in  a  recent 
fund-raising  project. 

On  Sept.  19,  supporters  paid  a 
minimum  of  $  10  each  to  place  their 
names  on  one  of  the  church’s 
20,000  new  roof  slates.  They  were 


responding  to  the  invitation  to 
“Sign-a-Slate  for  History’s  Sake.” 

One  signer  was  heard  to  say, 
“You  don’t  have  to  be  a  millionaire 
to  have  your  name  on  a  building.” 

The  Vermont  gray  slates  are  scal¬ 
loped  to  look  exactly  like  the  cedar 
shake  roof  that  was  originally  on  the 
church. 


Mr.  Shillady  said,  “We  are  fortu¬ 
nate  to  recognize  our  church’s  heri¬ 
tage  and  future  promise  to  continue 
serving  as  a  center  for  worship,  fel¬ 
lowship,  community  and  spiritual 
growth.  We  are  proud  to  preserve 
this  unique  and  beautiful  building 
as  a  physical  reminder  of  our  Sound 
Shore  heritage.” 


^ chermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 


the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMERS  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 


!  □ 


YESIOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans.  Please  rush  Free  information  <>n  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising 


Group's  Name 
Your  Address  _ 


Your  Telephone  ( 
Date  of  Sale - 


.  No  Memhcrs  Selling  _ 


Return  to  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


Foi^Bo^Eation,  use  order  form  or  call 
TOLI^fe  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany.  GA  31706-3650 
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Book  traces  religious  influences  on  general 


By  CHERYL  HECKLER-FELTZ 

Religious  News  Service 

Chairman  of  the  U.S.  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,  arguably  one  of  the 
most  powerful  positions  in  the 
world,  has  never  been  one  of  the 
high  points  of  popular  culture. 

But  the  job,  and  exposure  it  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  gulf  war,  have 
made  a  minor  celebrity  of  Gen.  Col¬ 
in  Powell,  57,  whose  recent  retire¬ 
ment  has  spawned  a  flurry  of 
speculation  about  what  he  might  do 
next. 

His  retirement  is  also  being  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  publication  of  a  flatter¬ 
ing  biography,  “Sacred  Honor.” 

Published  by  evangelical-oriented 
Zondervan  Press,  the  book  makes 
much  of  the  religious  elements  that 
have  influenced  Gen.  Powell’s  life 
and  inspirational  rise  from  an  immi¬ 


grant  home  to  the  nation’s  capital. 

America's  fascination  with  Gen. 
Powell — both  the  youngest  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and 
the  first  African-American  to  hold 
that  position — exploded  along  with 
the  first  missiles  over  Iraq  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1991  during  the  Persian  Gulf 
war.  He  became  a  fixture  in  the  dai¬ 
ly  newspapers  and  on  TV  news 
shows. 

No  tough  questions 

“Sacred  Honor”  was  written  by 
David  Roth,  who  served  as  a  press 
aide  to  Gen.  Powell  for  13  months 
following  the  war  and  who  was  given 
authorized  access  to  Gen.  Powell,  his 
writings,  family  and  friends,  as  well 
as  to  former  Presidents  Ronald  Rea¬ 
gan  and  George  Bush. 

Mr.  Roth’s  subject  “is  a  unique 


"Sacred  Honor"  makes 
much  of  the  religious 
elements  that  have 
shaped  Cen.  Colin 
Powell's  life  and 
inspirational  rise. 

leader  in  America  for  whom  the 
moral  character  comes  first  and 
foremost,”  he  said  during  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Religious  News  Service. 

“He  reveals  the  moral  character 
of  leadership.  He  is  a  consistent  and 
highly  disciplined  man,  but  it 
doesn’t  make  him  stuffy,”  he  said. 

This  is  a  book,  then,  that  assumes 
the  correctness  of  the  decision  to  go 
to  war  against  Iraq  and  of  Powell’s 
part  in  that  war. 

It  asks  few,  if  any,  tough  ques¬ 
tions  about  policy  and  goes  to 
lengths  to  explain  his  infrequent 
church  attendance,  which  some 
might  perceive  as  a  flaw  in  the  mor¬ 
al  character. 

Mr.  Roth  writes,  for  instance, 
that  Gen.  Powell,  an  Episcopalian, 
“now  attends  Sunday  Eucharist 
only  occasionally;  it  is  not  because 
of  a  lack  of  belief  in  God.  He  simply 
finds  it  difficult  going  to  church  as  a 
celebrity  where  too  much  attention 
is  paid  to  him.” 

Earned  reputation 

Bom  to  Jamaican  immigrants, 
Gen.  Powell  grew  up  in  Harlem  and 
the  Bronx,  carried  the  academic 
reputation  as  an  affable  but  Cover¬ 
age  student  and  once  mopped  floors 
at  a  Coca-Cola  bottling  plant. 

Those  credentials  might  not  have 
marked  him  for  certain  success,  but 
he  proved  to  be  gifted  in  military 
disciplines  in  college  and  developed 
a  reputation  for  courage  and  integ¬ 
rity. 

Mr.  Roth’s  book  benefits  from 
and  reflects  fully  the  author’s  close 
relationship  with  his  subject. 

“Colin  Powell’s  faith  is  quiet  but 
runs  deep,”  Mr.  Roth  wrote. 


“His  favorite  passage  in  the  Bible 
is  the  1 3th  chapter  of  Paul’s  first 
letter  to  the  Corinthians.  This  clas¬ 
sic  text  on  love  moves  him  deeply. 
But  there  is  so  much  to  be  found  in 
Scripture,  he  adds.  In  true  Powell 
style,  those  things  dearest  to  him  do 
not  evoke  many  words.” 

Though  he  grew  up  in  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  plagued  by  drag  abuse,  Gen. 
Powell  avoided  any  associations 
with  drags,  according  to  Mr.  Roth. 

Gen.  Powell  wasn’t  a  standout 
student  in  high  school  but  he  man¬ 
aged  to  graduate  at  age  16  and  im¬ 
mediately  enrolled  at  the  City 
College  of  New  York. 

College  ROTC 

In  college  he  joined  the  Reserve 
Officer  Training  Corps,  which 
shaped  both  his  academic  and  pro¬ 
fessional  future. 

Mr.  Roth  writes,  “In  June  1958 
he  was  graduated.  Despite  what 
looks  like  a  less-than-stellar  aca¬ 
demic  performance — his  overall  av¬ 
erage  was  barely  above  a  C — his 
military  accomplishments  were  im¬ 
pressive. 

“He  received  straight  A’s  in  all 
military  subjects  . . .  and  was  desig¬ 
nated  a  distinguished  military  gradu¬ 
ate.  He  counted  his  B.S.  degree  in 
geology  ‘an  incidental  dividend.’  ” 

Mr.  Roth  attributes  Gen.  Powell’s 
rise  in  the  military  directly  to  the 
general’s  military  aptitude  and  moral 
character. 

President  Bush  appointed  Gen. 
Powell  chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff  Oct.  1,  1989. 

“Powell  may  not  wear  his  faith 
on  his  sleeve,”  Mr.  Roth  wrote. 
“But  during  his  term  as  chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  he  made  a  point 
more  than  once  to  be  publicly  iden¬ 
tified  as  a  man  of  God.” 

During  his  term  as  chairman, 
Gen.  Powell  wrote  articles  for 
“Guideposts”  magazine,  an  evan¬ 
gelical  Christian  publication,  and 
“Inside  Journal,”  a  newspaper  for 
prison  ministers. 
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WASHINGTON— Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  has  never 
been  one  of  the  hot  spots  of  popular  culture,  but  the  job  has  made  a 
minor  celebrity  of  Gen.  Colin  Powell.  A  new  book,  written  by  David 
Roth,  chronicles  the  impact  Gen.  Powell's  faith  had  on  the  military 
hero's  life.  He  is  an  Episcopalian. 


Hymn  among  first  to  use  space-age  imagery 


God,  who  stretched  the  spangled 
heavens, 

Infinite  in  time  and  place. 

Flung  the  suns  in  burning  radiance 
Through  the  silent  fields  of  space, 
We,  your  children,  in  your  likeness, 
Share  inventive  powers  with  you. 
Great  Creator,  still  creating, 

Show  us  what  we  yet  may  do.  * 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Catherine  Cameron  was  greatly 
impressed  by  the  singing  of  Harry 
Emerson  Fosdick’s  hymn  “God  of 
Grace  and  God  of  Glory”  sung  to 


John  Hughes’s  Welsh  hymn  tune 
“Cwm  Rhondda.” 

She  felt  a  sense  of  inspiration  to 
write  a  hymn  that  reflected  our 
unity  with  God  in  the  gift  of  cre¬ 
ativity  in  contemporary  life. 

After  looking  at  many  hymn 
tunes,  she  chose  Haydn’s  “Austri¬ 
an  Hymn”  and  completed  four 
stanzas  over  a  period  of  several 
weeks  in  1967.  Two  years  later  it 
was  published  in  a  collection  of 
hymns. 

One  of  the  earliest  hymns  of  our 
time  to  include  space  age  imagery, 


Ms.  Cameron’s  hymn  has  been 
widely  accepted  and  enthusiastically 
sung  by  many  congregations. 

The  second  stanza,  unfortunately 
omitted  in  some  hymnals,  expresses 
sympathy  and  concern  for  the  home¬ 
less  in  our  cities. 

A  native  of  Canada,  Catherine 
Cameron,  daughter  of  John  Suth¬ 
erland  Bonnell,  noted  Presbyteri¬ 
an  minister,  serves  as  professor  of 
sociology  at  the  University  of  La 
Verne  in  California. 

One  hymn  tune  associated  with 
the  hymn  is  called  “Holy  Manna,” 


a  tune  found  in  most  of  the  19th 
century  shape-note  tune  books  in 
the  South. 

It  has  been  traced  to  an  1825 
oblong  tune  book  published  in 
middle  Tennessee.  It  is  credited 
there  to  William  Moore,  who  lived 
in  Lebanon,  Tenn.  No  other  infor¬ 
mation  is  known  about  him. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Mankind" 

(“Copyright  ®  1967  by  Hope  Publishing 
Company,  Carol  Stream,  IL  60188.  All 
rights  reserved.  Used  by  permission.; 


Genetic  science  discussed  on  'Catch  the  Spirit' 


United  Methodist  Communications 

Genetic  science,  along  with  its 
theological  and  ethical  implica¬ 
tions,  is  the  subject  of  a  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  that  composes  a  special 
edition  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the 
national  television  program  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  to  air 
the  week  of  Oct.  17. 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  a  30-minute 
magazine  program,  tells  stories  of 
how  people  are  making  a  difference 
as  they  live  out  their  Christian 
faith. 

Co-host  Anisa  Mehdi  convenes  the 
panel,  which  includes  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  headed  a  de¬ 
nominational  task  force  on  genetic 
science;  Marian  Johnson-Thompson, 
director  of  the  office  of  institutional 
development  for  the  National  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Environmental  Health  Ser¬ 
vices,  Research  Triangle  Park,  N.C.; 
Troy  Duster,  director  of  the  Institute 
for  the  Study  of  Change,  University 
of  California  at  Berkeley;  and  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Hilton,  a  retired  United 
Methodist  clergyman  of  Sacramento, 
Calif.,  director  of  the  National  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Bioethics  and  author  of  a 
newspaper  column  and  the  Abingdon 
book,  “First  Do  No  Harm.” 

Ms.  Mehdi  triggers  discussion 
with  “real  examples,  real  scenarios 
of  what  might  be  facing  us.” 

DNA  research  is  one  area  the 
panel  examines,  and  in  which,  as  in 
others,  Mr.  Hilton  points  out,  it  is 
good  to  keep  in  mind  the  guestion, 
“Who’s  at  the  helm?” 

Being  the  “first  one  with  the  pat¬ 
ent,”  he  says,  often  creates  a  sense 
of  urgency  in  such  research. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Duster  asks,  “What 
should  society  or  the  public’s  atti¬ 
tude  be  toward  pushing  gene  thera¬ 


py  when  only  a  small  part  of  the 
public  is  affected?” 

Such  therapy,  he  adds,  points  up 
the  “inevitable  conflict  of  (person¬ 
ally  affected)  family  and  individuals 
(with)  the  social  public.” 

Bishop  Carder  says  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  distinguish  the  finer  points. 

“Society  needs  to  be  involved  in 
deciding  in  what  is  enhancement 
and  what  is  therapy,”  the  bishop 
says. 

And  is  the  idea  of  growth  hor¬ 


mone  therapy  “a  developmental  is¬ 
sue  or  a  social  problem?”  Mr. 
Duster  asks,  in  a  society  where  the 
theory  of  grooming  taller  and  more 
talented  basketball  players  is  ap¬ 
proaching  reality. 

Mr.  Hilton  points  out  that  a  black 
market  in  the  human  growth  hor¬ 
mone  exists. 

In  answer  to  a  guestion  related  to 
genetic  altering  of  food,  Bishop 
Carder  points  out  that  such  concern 
should  be  spurred  by  another — the 


outcome. 

“Should  we  be  using  technology 
to  grow  food  in  arid  areas  to  feed 
the  hungry  of  the  world?”  or  "Do 
we  engineer  leaner  beef  ...  to  ac¬ 
commodate  our  taste  for  red  meat 
but  not  raise  cholesterol?”  he  asks. 

Bill  Dale  is  producer  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  which  is  seen  Tuesdays  at 
7:30  p.m.,  Thursdays  at  2:30  p.m. 
and  Saturdays  at  2:30  a.m.  on  VISN 
(Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work).  All  times  are  Eastern  Time. 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO 

'Catch  the  Spirit'  host  Anisa  Mehdi,  center,  shepherds  a  discussion  of  the  pros  and  cons  of  genetic  engi¬ 
neering  with,  from  left,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Hilton,  Troy  Duster,  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  and  Marian  John¬ 
son-Thompson. 
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All  in  the  (faith)  family 

HELSINFORS,  Finland— She  was  his  district  superintendent- 
now  he  is  her  bishop.  The  Rev.  Kaikka  Vaxby,  left,  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Swedish-speaking  United  Methodist  provisional 
annual  conference  of  Finland  when  the  Rev.  Hans  Vaxby,  her 
husband,  was  elected  bishop  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
Northern  Europe  in  1989.  The  bishop  presides  over  the  annual 
conferences  of  Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark  and  the  provi¬ 
sional  annual  conference  of  Swedish-speaking  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Finland,  the  Finnish  Provisional  Annual  Conference  and 
the  Estonian  Annual  Conference,  which  includes  Latvia.  The 
Vaxbys,  who  met  in  seminary,  reside  in  Helsinfors. 


Ancient  biblical  city 
assumes  vital  new  role 


By  JOHN  J.  DUNNE 

Jericho,  one  of  the  oldest  settle¬ 
ments  in  the  world,  is  about  to  come 
into  new  prominence  as  the  capital  of 
the  revitalized  Palestinian  nation. 

This  follows  the  signing  in  Wash¬ 
ington  of  the  accord  promising  limit¬ 
ed  self-government  for  Palestinians 
and  the  forming  of  a  peace  charter 
between  Jews  and  Arabs. 

As  the  signatures  of  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  and  P.L.O. 
leader  Yasser  Arafat  were  appended 
to  the  document  and  an  historic 
handshake  sealed  it,  across  the 
world  delirious  Palestinians  danced 
on  the  history-soaked  paving  stones 
of  Jericho. 

The  archaeological  site  of  Jeri¬ 
cho,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Jordan 
Valley,  dates  to  9.000  B.C.  The  ear¬ 
liest  known  agricultural  develop¬ 
ment  was  traced  there. 

It  was  inhabited  by  the  Amorites 
in  2,300  B.C.  and  about  400  years 
later  by  the  Canaanites.  The  first  city 
to  fall  to  the  Israelites  under  Joshua, 
it  is  mentioned  several  times  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments. 

Herod  the  Great,  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  Cleopatra,  built  a  winter 
palace  of  great  beauty  outside  the 
settlement. 

At  the  site  today  imagination 
raises  stately  pillars,  shimmering  in 
the  heat  haze,  that  disappear  into 
nothingness  in  the  mystery  of  the 
desert. 

The  valley  of  Jericho  was  official¬ 
ly  removed  from  Herod  the  Great 
and  given  to  Cleopatra,  possibly  by 
Mark  Antony. 

The  land  contained  balsam 
groves  that  produced  an  aromatic 
resin  highly  prized  for  its  medicinal 
properties  sometimes  referred  to  as 
the  Balm  of  Gilead. 


Herod  the  Great,  with 
the  assistance  of 
Cleopatra,  built  a  winter 
palace  of  great  beauty 
outside  the  settlement. 

Cleopatra  persuaded  Herod  that 
he  should  rent  it  from  her  at  an  as¬ 
tronomical  figure. 

It  was  while  preaching  in  Jericho 
that  John  the  Baptist  reproached 
Herod  Antipas  (son  of  Herod  the 
Great)  for  marrying  Herodias,  his 
brother’s  divorced  wife.  The  evan¬ 
gelist’s  denunciation  of  Herodias 
led  to  his  beheading  at  the  request 
of  her  daughter. 

For  the  stranger,  the  Bible  vibrates 
into  life  in  Jericho  which  is  overshad¬ 
owed  by  the  Mount  of  Temptation, 
where  Jesus  was  provoked  by  Satan. 
In  the  distance  is  Mount  Nebo,  from 
the  heights  of  which  Moses  viewed 
the  Promised  Land. 

At  Mons  Quarantina,  the  Mount 
of  Forty  Caves,  there  is  the  grotto 
where  tradition  has  it  that  Jesus 
spent  his  time  on  the  mountain.  An 
imposing  Greek  Orthodox  monas¬ 
tery  stands  on  the  site. 

History  walks  the  time-trodden 
oasis  of  Jericho,  where  the  River 
Jordan  flows  through  the  centuries. 

Close  by,  Jesus  was  baptized  by 
John  the  Baptist  and  pilgrims  of  the 
world  have  paused  in  prayer. 

The  first-century  historian  Jose¬ 
phus  said:  “It  is  not  easy  to  find  any 
climate  on  earth  to  compare  with 
Jericho.” 

Today,  the  Palestinian  people,  as 
they  enter  a  new  chapter  in  their 
long  and  tortuous  history  in  which 
the  old  city,  as  their  proud  capita! 
will  play  a  major  part,  would  agree. 


Ignorance  fuels  AIDS 
crisis,  say  church  workers 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Denial  and  ignorance  may  help 
expand  the  HIV/AIDS  crisis  in  Asia 
to  Africa-like  proportions. 

For  example: 

■  Western  “sex  tourists”  in 
Thailand  choose  younger  prosti¬ 
tutes  in  the  mistaken  belief  that 
they  will  not  be  HIV-infected; 

B  Some  members  of  India’s 
higher  classes  think  the  disease  is 
confined  to  the  lower  classes; 

H  Asians  from  Indonesia  to  Ja¬ 
pan  continue  to  view  AIDS  as  a  dis¬ 
ease  of  “foreigners.” 

But  the  World  Health  Organiza¬ 
tion  estimates  that  more  than  1  mil¬ 
lion  people  in  India  are  infected 
with  HIV  and  experts  predict  as 
many  as  2  million  to  4  million 
Thais — about  6  percent  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation — could  be  infected  by  the 
end  of  the  decade. 

Basic  education  remains  a  neces¬ 
sity,  according  to  Charles  Carnahan 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

As  HIV/AIDS  coordinator  for  the 
board’s  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  Department,  he  is  preparing  a 
proposal  for  a  two-year  education 
project  in  the  Asia-Pacific  region. 

With  a  new  understanding  of  the 
HIV/AIDS  crisis,  according  to 
Joyce  Hill,  of  the  board’s  World  Di¬ 
vision,  participants  of  educational 
consultations  are  able  to  move  from 
“confrontation  to  compassion  to 
commitment.” 


Already  in  the  works  is  a  fall  1994 
HIV/AIDS  consultation  at  one  or 
more  sites  in  India.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  also 
gave  grants  to  several  AIDS-related 
programs  in  Asia  in  1993,  according 
to  the  committee's  Roberta  Jones. 

In  Bangladesh,  $10,238  went  to 
International  Voluntary  Services  to 
train  leaders  for  a  nationwide 
AIDS-prevention  program. 

To  support  other  AIDS-preven¬ 
tion  work,  another  $8,500  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  technical  support  to  the 
Christian  'Medical  Association  of 
India,  with  special  attention  to 
women,  and  $3,000  to  the  Institute 
for  Development  Training  in  Indo¬ 
nesia. 

In  Latin  America,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  chose 
Brazil — the  country  with  the 
fourth-highest  number  of  AIDS 
cases  in  the  world — as  the  site  for  a 
June  1992  consultation,  co-spon¬ 
sored  with  the  Council  of  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America. 

One  important  function  of  the  con¬ 
sultation  was  to  erase  misconceptions 
held  by  some  of  the  participants,  who 
represented  1 7  countries. 

Cathie  Lyons,  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare’s  chief  executive,  noted  in  par¬ 
ticular  the  belief  that  “people  of 
faith  or  people  who  went  to  church” 
escape  AIDS. 

Ms.  Bloom  is  director  of  the  New 
York  office  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Activity  Abounds  At  Lafon 


Seen  enjoying  Lafon's  picnic  are  three  of  it's  residents:  L.  to  r.  are 
Messieurs  Gabriel  Vicknair,  James  Parnell  and  Ernest  Williams. 


On  a  recent  summer  day  the  resi¬ 
dents,  staff  and  family  members  of 
Lafon  enjoyed  an  all  day  outing  that 
included  a  picnic  on  the  Lafon 
grounds.  Residents  and  visitors 
alike  enjoyed  the  music  provided  by 
the  DJ.  A  marvelous  menu  of  “pic¬ 
nic”  foods  was  provided  by  the  di¬ 
etary  department. 

The  “Friends  of  Lafon”  present¬ 
ed  its  first  “Jazzy  Night  in  June”  on 
the  4th  of  June.  The  Dinner/Show/ 
Dance  was  held  in  the  Grand  Ball¬ 
room  of  the  Marriott  Hotel.  The 
“Friends”  were  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  the  epitome  of  New  Orleans’ 
talent  to  entertain  the  guest.  Per¬ 
formers  included,  Grammy  Award 
winner  Allen  Toussaint,  Pianist  and 
Educator  Ellis  Marsalis,  Betty 
Shirley  and  Crawford  Johnson. 
Chairpersons  and  Committee  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  “Friends  of  Lafon”  is  an 
eclectic  group  of  community  mov¬ 
ers  and  shakers.  With  the  success  of 


“Jazzy  Night  93,”  plans  are  already 
in  motion  for  "Jazzy  Night  94.” 
Considering  the  interest  generated 
by  this  year’s  event,  it  would  be 
wise  to  inquire  about  “94”  tickets 
early. 

Dillard  University’s  Kearny  Hall 
was  the  site  of  the  Lafon  Auxiliary’s 
annual  Fashion  Show  and  Lun¬ 
cheon.  A  bevy  of  gorgeous  models 
gave  a  preview  of  up-coming  fash¬ 
ions  for  the  well  dressed  set.  The 
stylish  and  beguiling  fashions  were 
all  on  loan  from  the  Treasure  Chest 
Boutique  and  the  show  was  narrated  by 
one  of  its  owners,  Ms.  Deloris  Dugas. 

To  help  in  celebrating  nearing  ten 
years  in  its  new  building,  Lafon 
held  an  “Open  House”  on  October 
4th.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  Hon.  Sidney  J.  Barthele- 
my,  proclaimed  October  4th  “Lafon 
Nursing  Home  Day”  in  the  city.  In¬ 
vitations  were  received  by  many  in 
the  community. 


Chatting  over  coffee  at  Lafon's  "Jazzy  Night  in  June"  seated  are  1.  to 
r.,  Philanthropist  Mickey  Easterling,  Financier  Herman  Kohlmeyer 
and  former  Congresswoman  Lindy  Boggs.  Standing  I.  to  r.  are  La¬ 
fon's  Administrator  Edward  "Sandy"  Lang  and  Director  of  Develop¬ 
ment  Ted  Jones. 


Methodist  Hospital,  Good  Samaritan  Fund  Extend  Ministry  Needs 


Assisting  people  in  times  of  dis¬ 
tress  is  an  important  part  of  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Methodist  Hospital.  As 
the  only  Methodist  healthcare  facil¬ 
ity  in  the  state,  Methodist  Hospital, 
through  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  carries  the  ministry  of  caring 
to  those  in  need  through  your  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  en¬ 
ables  many  to  receive  the  necessary 
medical  care  who  would  otherwise 
be  unable  to  afford  needed  diagnos¬ 
tic  tests  and  therapeutic  treatment. 

“Every  penny  goes  to'  financial 
assistance,”  said  Chaplain  Paul 
Durbin,  Director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Methodist 
Hospital,  “for  those  eligible  for  aid. 
Residents  outside  the  New  Orleans 


area  also  eligible.  The  Good  Samar¬ 
itan  Fund  offers  only  partial  assis¬ 
tance.  Rarely  does  it  pay  the  total 
amount  of  charges  for  medical  ser¬ 
vices.” 

Chaplain  Durbin  recalled  a  Baptist 
Minister  visiting  the  city,  who  needed 
assistance,  an  elderly  man  who 
required  surgery.  “He  was  like  one 
of  the  ten  lepers  in  the  Bible,”  he 
said.  “When  the  man  was  able,  he 
expressed  his  gratitude  to  Jesus  by 
donating  to  the  Fund  so  that  others 
would  receive  the  same  care  and 
concern.” 

The  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  through  meeting  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  patient,  has  found  that 
a  patient’s  length  of  stay  has  been 
reduced. 

Being  55  and  not  qualifying  for 


Medicare,  a  woman  needed  surgery 
for  a  life-threatening  illness.  Al¬ 
though  she  had  health  insurance, 
her  small  income  was  not  enough  to 
defray  the  costs.  The  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  helped. 

“My  spiritual  well-being  has  been 
a  significant  factor  in  my  overall  re¬ 
covery  and  health,”  stated  a  patient 
who  was  aided  by  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  and  the  Department  of 
Pastoral  Care.  “Chaplain  Durbin 
and  Chaplain  Nelson  have  helped 
me  —  and  my  family  —  get 
through  a  very  difficult  period.  I 
will  never  forget  what  they  have 
done  for  us  through  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund.” 

There  are  other  stories,  equally 
moving,  about  people  who  had  no¬ 
where  to  turn,  until  they  found  the 


Good  Samaritan  Fund,  evidence  of 
Christ’s  love  on  earth.  A  child  need¬ 
ed  an  appendectomy.  Without  sur¬ 
gery,  many  complications  may  have 
arisen.  Her  parents  turned  to  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  for  needed  assistance. 

A  young,  newly  married  couple 
begins  a  life  together,  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  starting  a  family.  Suddenly, 
life  takes  a  turn;  he  is  laid  off  from 
his  job.  Where  do  they  tum  for  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  for  prenatal  and 
postnatal  medical  care  for  delivery? 

Chaplain  Durbin  said,  “Your  gift 
to  the  Fund,  whether  large  or  small, 
will  enable  Methodist  Hospital  to 
fulfill  its  mission  to  help  those  in 
need.  Your  gift  will  touch  the  lives 
of  many,  and  thanks  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund,  we  are  able  to  help 
them.” 


The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  at  Methodist  Hospital  assists  in  the  start 
of  a  new  family. 
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Ways  by  which  one  can 

support  Peoples: 

□  personal  gifts  (financial) 

□  people  for  peoples  membership 

1.  Support  fundraisers 

2.  Volunteer  services 

3.  Promote  Peoples’  ministry 

4.  Public  relations  efforts 

□  adopt  peoples  as  a  mission  project 

1.  Sponsor  a  child's  tuition 

2.  Contribute  to  administrative 
cost  of  operation 

3.  Include  in  church  or  congrega¬ 
tion’s  annual  budget 

□  mission  awareness  program 

1.  Invite  a  representative  to  speak 
at  group  meetings,  church  ser¬ 
vices  and  special  programs 

2.  Respond  to  Good  Samaritan 
Offering  Sundays  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church 

3.  Contribute  through  Louisiana 
Conference  advance  specials  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church 


Our  Purpose 

Caring  for,  nurturing  and  educat¬ 
ing  children  is  what  Peoples  United 
Methodist  Community  Center  is  all 
about.  Peoples  is  a  place  to  learn. 
It’s  a  place  to  play  and  make 
friends.  It’s  a  place  where  children 
can  get  the  help  they  need  to  suc¬ 
ceed  at  school. 

For  more  than  70  years,  Peoples 
has  been  helping  families  and  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  heart  of  New  Orleans. 
The  Center  provides  quality,  af¬ 
fordable  child  care  to  low-income 
families.  Dependable  child  care  is 
often  the  key  to  helping  parents 
maintain  employment  and  work  for 
a  brighter  tomorrow. 

Peoples'  ministry  to  children  and 
families  recognizes  the  future  of  the 
community  rests  in  the  hands  of  the 
families  in  that  community.  Edu¬ 
cating  and  caring  for  children  is  an 


investment  in  the  future. 

Support 

Peoples  is  a  non-profit  communi¬ 
ty  child  care  institution  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  is  governed 
by  a  16  member  board  of  directors 
and  is  an  agency  of  the  United  Way 
for  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area. 
Peoples  receives  support  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  state 
and  local  service  agents  of  family 
services,  private  arid  organizational 
donors. 

Service/Curriculum 

Day  care/Learning  Center 
Nursery 

Tutorial  Latchkey  Programs 
After  School  Programs 
Summer  Camp 

Peoples  Center  is  a  state  of  Loui¬ 
siana  Class  A  facility  that  provides 


quality  care  and  services  for  chil¬ 
dren  from  birth  to  age  12.  Our  con¬ 
scientious  and  qualified  staff  focus 
on  the  individual  growth  of  each 
child;  creativity,  social  and  emo¬ 
tional  development.  Peoples  has 
structured  its  readiness  program  to 
allow  each  child  to  reach  his  or  her 
potential.  Health  and  safety  aware¬ 
ness  as  well  as  physical  develop¬ 
ment  is  also  a  part  of  the  academic 
and  daily  curriculum.  In  all  cases 
we  work  closely  with  parents  and 
report  progress  and  development. 
Additionally,  Peoples  offers  sum¬ 
mer  camp,  cultural  arts  programs, 
foster  grandparents  program  and 
more. 

Call  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  Peoples  United 
Methodist  Community  Center  for 
more  information,  at  (504)  524- 
1041. 
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It  Just 
Might 
Work 


Bishop  William  Oden 


recent  issue  of  Creative  Spirituality  Matthew  Fox  (taking  a  cue 
avid  Letterman)  has  a  list  of  things  that  he  would  do  if  he  were 
•lumber  25  on  the  list  is  as  follows: 


would  dismantle  the  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine  of  the 
1  (formerly  known  as  the  Holy  Inquisition)  and  replace  it 
a  circle  of  grandmothers  who  would  comment  on  the  healthy 
ihealthy  spirit  behind  theological  ideas. 


!$  t  Fox  just  might  be  onto  something.  No  wonder  he  is  constant- 
ij  in  uuuble  with  the  Vatican. 


It  reminds  me  of  the  little  boy  from  Maine  who  wrote  President 
Bush  suggesting  that  the  best  plan  for  world  peace  would  be  for  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  and  President  Bush  to  exchange  grandchildren  with 
each  sending  grandchildren  to  live  with  the  other. 


Frankly,  I  grow  weary  of  lengthy  reports  and  unending  studies  as  to 
what’s  wrong  with  the  church.  In  fact,  I  just  read  this  morning  there 
are  seven  different  bodies  (including  the  Council  of  Bishops)  studying 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Perhaps  if  we  would  just  replace  these  studies  with  groups  of  grand¬ 
mothers  praying  for  the  church  or  let  our  researchers  teach  a  third 
grade  Sunday  school  class  for  one  year,  we  might  get  some  workable 
answers. 


Well,  it’s  time  to  get  back  to  work  and  start  again  on  this  pile  of  re¬ 
ports. 
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Six  Louisiana  clergy  to  visit  Cuba 


Order  free  Na- 


Six  Louisiana  Conference  pastors 
will  be  among  a  group  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who  are 
going  to  Cuba  to  visit  the  Methodist 
churches  of  Cuba  and  to  be  guests 
of  Bishop  Joel  Ajo  in  that  country. 
They  will  leave  Oct.  16  and  return 
on  Oct.  23. 

Louisiana  ministers  joining  four 
from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  a  pastor  from  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  will  be  Dr.  Jack  O’Dell, 
pastor,  Grace  UMC,  Ruston,  trip 
leader;  Dr.  Henry  Blount,  retired; 
Rev.  Jose  Garcia,  pastor,  Belcher- 
Oil  City-Mooringsport  UM  Charge; 
Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  pastor,  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive-Hineston,  Fellowship 


Charge  Conferences  relate  VISION  2000  ministries 


What  are  local  churches  doing  right? 


Some  exciting  things  relating  to 
VISION  2000  are  being  reported  at 
Charge  Conferences  which  started 
in  September  and  will  continue  into 
December.  District  superintendents 
told  of  some  of  these  projects  in  the 
areas  of  emphasis. 

Wesley  UMC  in  Crowley,  an  In¬ 
viting  Congregation,  where  Rev. 
Glynn  Foreman  is  pastor  reported 
to  Dr.  Larry  Maddin  about  an  out¬ 
reach  project  that  is  attracting 
neighborhood  students.  Bible 
school  sessions  are  held  each 
Wednesday  evening.  About  15  “un¬ 
disciplined  and  unchurched”  stu¬ 
dents  from  second  through  sixth 
grade  participate. 

A  Bluebird  group  for  girls  is  held 
at  5  p.m.  and  boys  and  girls  assem¬ 
ble  at  6  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  to  sing 
“songs  they  like,  especially  the  new 
songs  from  song  sheets,  “  Foreman 
said. 


'Bible  bucks'  for  verses 

After  that  there  are  Bible  studies, 
memorization  for  which  students 
receive  “Bible  bucks”  which  go  to¬ 
ward  Christian  trinkets  in  a  Coun¬ 
try  Store,  puppet  shows,  stories  that 
have  a  moral  or  teach  something 
important,  popcorn  or  other  re¬ 
freshments  —  always  something  the 
students  will  enjoy.  Roynell  Trout¬ 
man  and  Linda  Foreman  meet  with 
the  group.  A  hopeful  sign  is  that  one 
of  the  parents  has  started  to  help 
with  the  program. 

Notes  were  sent  home  from  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School  this  summer  an¬ 
nouncing  that  sessions  for  the  youth 
would  continue  throughout  the  year 
and  articles  were  placed  in  the  pa¬ 
per  inviting  all  to  attend. 

Linda  Foreman,  who  participates 
in  Kairos  and  recently  went  to  one 
of  those  retreats  at  Angola  Prison, 
said  many  of  the  inmates  revealed 
they  were  never  shown  love.  “We 
don’t  want  that  to  happen  to  these 
young  people,”  she  said.”We  want 
them  to  know  we  care.” 


During  a  Family  and  Friend  Night  dinner  at  Asbury  UMC,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  Walter  Young,  LEFT,  United  Methodist  Men  president,  and 
Travis  Barnum,  CENTER,  past  UMM  president,  recognize  Michael 
King,  who  was  among  those  having  birthdays  during  the  quarter. 
The  UMM  is  doing  its  part  to  make  Asbury  an  Inviting  Congrega¬ 
tion.  (oshua  Hayes  Sr.  is  lay  leader  and  Rev.  James  A.  Graham  is 
pastor. 


Signs  for  churches 

Wesley  and  Lake  Arthur  UMC, 
also  an  Inviting  Church,  have  put 
out  double-sided  signs  showing  peo¬ 
ple  the  way  to  the  churches. 
“You’ve  got  to  be  visible  to  do  any 
good,”  Rev.  Foreman  said. 

A  small  church  can  go  “Forward 
in  Faith,”  as  well  as  a  large  one. 
Rev.  James  Poole,  Ruston  district 
superintendent,  pointed  to  the  30- 
member  (10  are  elderly  or  live 
away)  Arizona  UMC  in  Sibley 
where  Rev.  Jack  Maxey  is  pastor. 
Poole  said,  “Members  have  re¬ 
worked  the  church.  There  is  such  a 
good  spirit  and  the  laity  is  reaching 
out.” 

A  Nurturing  Church,  Arizona  is 
emphasizing  the  nurturing  of  Chris¬ 
tians  through  fellowship,  worship 
and  working  together  for  the  glory 
of  God,  according  to  VISION  2000 
members,  Jack  Maxey,  Dorris  and 
Robert  Robinson  and  Peggy  and  Alf 
Pike. 


Two  United  Methodists  have 
been  named  citizens  of  the  year 
for  Tensas  Parish.  Pictured  are 
Clodell  Smith,  LEFT,  a  member 
of  First  UMC,  St.  Joseph  and  Ja¬ 
nie  Bounds,  a  member  of 
Newellton  Union  UMC,  as  they 
received  plaques,  and  Rev.  Ken 
Graham,  pastor  of  Newellton 
Union  and  president  of  the  St. 
Joseph  Rotary  Club  which  made 
the  presentation. 


At  the  recent  Conference  Com¬ 
munications  Workshop,  churches 
were  urged  to  use  every  means  of 
publicity  as  evangelistic  tools.  Ann 
Joyner  of  First  UMC,  Franklin,  has 
been  publicizing  church  events  on 
radio,  cable  television  and  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  newspaper.  Since  internal  com¬ 
munication  is  important,  too,  she 
plans  a  new  bulletin  board  display 
outside  the  church  office.  Pastor  of 
the  church  is  Rev.  Bill  Rowell. 


up  day.  Members  used  their  talents 
in  many  ways  for  the  church.  Three 
church-wide  fellowships  were  held. 
The  church  received  two  new  mem¬ 
bers  and  regular  visitors. 

Remembering  that  prayer  is  an 
important  part  of  change  and  inspi¬ 
ration  for  a  church,  members  of  Mt. 
Hermon  reported  to  Rev.  Carl 
Rhoades,  superintendent  of  North 
Shore  District,  about  a  project  of 
the  church’s  prayer  circle.  Members 
wear  ribbons  to  show  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  prayer. 


Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis  is  pastor  of 
Homer  UMC  where  a  new  educa¬ 
tional  building  is  soon  to  be  com¬ 
pleted.  In  the  church  bulletin,  he 
wrote  that  the  building  was  made 
possible  because  of  the  spirit  of  co¬ 
operation,  vision,  faith  and  because 
God  has  given  the  church  the 
means  and  the  love.  “This  is  how 
the  Lord  has  built  His  house.  As  we 
have  labored  together,  may  we  be 
joined  even  more  closely  in  Chris¬ 
tian  love.” 

*  *  * 


Improved  facilities 

Arizona  UMC  worked  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  goal  by  improving  the  fa¬ 
cilities  to  better  meet  the  needs  of 
the  congregation.  The  church  was 
painted  and  siding  was  installed, 
windows  were  repaired.  Twelve 
members  attended  a  church  clean 


Poem  and  ribbon 

When  they  hear  about  someone 
who  might  need  special  prayers  the 
name  is  added  to  the  prayer  list. 
The  person  is  sent  a  card  printed 
with  an  original  poem  by  one  of  the 
members.  On  the  card  is  a  ribbon 
and  part  of  its  message  is  “a  small 
piece  of  ribbon  in  heavenly  hues  . . . 
if  your  heart  is  burdened  and  you’re 
feeling  alone,  pray  to  our  Father  in 
Heaven  above." 

Rev.  James  Patric  Upton,  pastor, 
said  the  circle  “encourages  people 
to  pray  and  to  know  they’re  being 
prayed  for.” 


Dr.  J.  Van  Dickens,  pastor,  Cedar 
Grove  UMC,  announced,  “Now 
that  the  weather  is  cooler  and  au¬ 
tumn  colors  are  appearing,  it’s  time 
for  the  Fall  Faith  Fest  (try  saying 
that  five  times,  fast!).  We  will  once 
again  combine  forces  with  our  sister 
churches,  Caddo  Heights  UMC  and 
Morningside  for  three  wonderful 
evenings  of  food,  fellowship  and  in¬ 
spiration  as  we  enjoy  a  combined 
choir  and  three  guest  preachers.” 

Guest  speakers  for  the  October 
event  will  be:  Rev.  William  Peeples, 
pastor  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Oct.  17,  at  Morningside;  Rev. 
Kathy  Dauphin,  copastor,  Springhill 
UMC,  Oct.  18  at  Cedar  Grove,  and 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor,  Asbury 
UMC,  Bossier  City,  Oct.  1 9,  at  Cad¬ 
do  Heights. 


Dr.  George  Calvin  will  be  guest 
preacher  when  Asbury  UMC,  Clin¬ 
ton,  observes  its  101st  anniversary 
Sunday.  Oct.  17,  with  a  1  p.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service.  An  old-fashioned  din¬ 
ner  is  planned.  Her  husband.  Willie 
Tutson,  is  chairman  of  the  obser¬ 
vance  and  Rev.  Moore  is  pastor. 


UM  Charge;  Rev.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor,  First  UMC,  New  Orleans,  and 
Rev.  Tom  Howe,  pastor,  Corner¬ 
stone,  New  Orleans. 


In  Havana  area 

The  clergy  will  visit  Cuban 
churches  in  Havana  and  the  area, 
the  seminary  in  Matanzas  and  Cu¬ 
ban  homes  for  the  elderly  operated 
by  the  churches.  They  will  take 
medicines,  which  are  in  short  sup¬ 
ply,  for  use  in  those  facilities. 

Rev.  Joaquin  Garcia,  director  of 
Conference  Relations,  Division  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  for  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  was  instrumental  in  orga¬ 
nizing  the  trip.  He  and  three  other 
persons  went  there  a  year  ago  to 
lead  a  retreat  for  ministers  and  their 


tional  UNICEF 
Day  materials  by 
calling  1-800- 
252-KIDS,  quan¬ 
tities  are  limited. 
Available  are 
personal-size 
and  counter-top 
collection  car¬ 
tons  and  teacher 
packets.  With 
UNICEF  a  little 
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Open  Vour  Door  to  the  World’s  Children, 


To  show  we  care 

The  trip  has  several  purposes. 

"We  want  to  show  the  people  that 
they  are  our  brothers  and  sisters 
and  that  we  care,”  he  said.  “Going 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  we  want 
to  establish  relations  and  he  able  to 
support  them  with  our  prayers.” 

Churches  in  Cuba  are  growing, 
Garcia  mentioned.  The  visit  will  be 
an  exchange  of  ideas  and  informa¬ 
tion. 


money  goes  a 
long  way  toward 
making  life 
brighter  for  the 
world's  neediest 
children. 
Through  "Trick  - 
or-T reat  for 
UNICEP'  church 


groups  can  pro¬ 
vide  necessities 
of  life  to  chil¬ 
dren.  For  five 
decades  children 
have  helped  oth¬ 
er  children  in 
this  way. 


Best  kept  secret  no  more  — 
1000  Club  aids  Faith  UMC 


UN  tackles 
world's  tough 


The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000 
Club  Inc.  which  has  referred  to  it¬ 
self  as  “the  best-kept  secret  in  the 
Conference”  has  come  out  of  the 
closet  and  is  no  longer  keeping  a 
low-profile. 

The  club,  made  up  of  persons  in 
the  Conference,  recently  presented 
a  check  for  $52,000  to  the  newest 
church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
—  Faith  UMC  in  Shreveport,  Cecil 
E.  Bland  Jr.  club  chair  reports.  The 
Rev.  Willie  Jackson  is  pastor  and 
W.  C.  Patterson  is  building  commit¬ 
tee  chair. 

Started  in  1989,  Faith  is  the 
church  selected  to  receive  the  1000 
Club  contributions  for  the  Confer¬ 


ence  year  1992-93.  However,  the 
annual  goal  of  $75,000  has  not  been 
reached.  Bland  said  it  is  hoped  that 
all  the  persons  connected  with  the 
program  and  others  will  contribute 
the  remaining  $23,000  so  that  the 
total  might  be  raised. 

Contributions  in  any  amount  may 
be  sent  to  the  secretary-treasurer,  Dr. 
Nancy  Carruth,  P.  O.  Box  267,  Bun- 
kie,  LA  71322,  or  given  to  W.  R. 
Matheny,  associate  chair,  or  to 
Bland. 

Faith  Church  meets  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  Cedar  Grove  UMC  and  has 
over  2000  active  members.  The 
1000  Club  contribution  will  be  used 
to  develop  a  full-time  day  care  cen¬ 
ter,  Jackson  said. 


problems 


These  horns  learn  plenty.  Members  of  the  senior  Wesleyan  Brass  of 
First  UMC,  Hammond  shown  as  they  present  a  program  of  music  at 
the  church  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Brennan  Arceneaux,  David  Helsley, 
Kirk  Pleasant,  Carla  Gendusa,  Lance  Galatas,  Warren  Hode  and  Ar¬ 
thur  Simon.  Leader  is  Dr.  Jerry  Voorhees. 


Wesleyan  Brass  learn  music 
and  stewardship  of  time,  talent 


The  Wesleyan  Brass  of  First 
UMC,  Hammond  is  a  group  of 
young  people  learning  to  play  brass 
musical  instruments  to  use  their  tal¬ 
ents  for  God,  Glenda  Humphreys 
reports. 

Senior,  junior  groups 

Directed  by  Dr.  Jerry  Voorhees, 
the  group  often  plays  for  morning 
worship  services  and  other  occa¬ 
sions  in  the  church  and  community. 
There  is  both  a  senior  and  a  junior 
group. 

Dr.  Voorhees,  who  is  on  the  music 
faculty  of  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  gives  complimentary 
private  lessons  to  interested  young 
people  during  the  summer  months 
and  in  the  fall  they  become  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church's  brass  ensemble. 
Teaching  by  example 

“Stewardship  of  time  and  talent 
are  lessons  these  young  people  are 
learning  from  Dr.  Voorhees  as  he 
gives  his  best  to  God  and  his 


church,  “Humphreys  said.  Her  hus¬ 
band,  the  Rev.  Charles  B.  Hum¬ 
phreys  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


United  Nations  Day  will  be  ob¬ 
served  by  United  Methodists  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  24,  the  48th  birthday 
of  the  United  Nations. 

News  about  the  UN  frequently 
emphasizes  its  political  or  military 
work.  Its  peace  keeping  activities 
are  an  important  part  of  the  UN’s 
function. 

The  organization  also  tackles  the 
critical  issues  of  food  and  energy 
supplies,  world  health,  human 
rights  and  the  environment.  Prob¬ 
lems  handed  to  the  UN  for  solu¬ 
tions  are  some  of  the  most  difficult 
in  the  world,  ones  other  organiza¬ 
tions  and  nations  have  failed  to 
solve. 

Churches  have  maintained  their 
support  of  the  UN  since  its  incep¬ 
tion.  United  Methodist  support  re¬ 
mains  crucial.  Leaders  must  remain 
informed  about  how  the  changing 
world  makes  differences  in  the  lives 
of  people  in  all  countries. 

Children  around  the  world  have 
been  aided  by  the  UNICEF  pro¬ 
gram.  With  UNICEF  a  little  dona¬ 
tion  goes  a  long  way.  For  instance, 
$29  can  provide  a  soil-and-water 
testing  kit  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
drinking  water  supplies  for  a  whole 
rural  village. 

Last  year  UNICEF  resources 
were  allocated  for  basic  health, 
emergency  relief,  planning  and 
project  support,  education,  commu¬ 
nity  and  family-based  services  for 
children;  child  nutrition  and  water 
supply  and  sanitation. 

If  UNICEF  trick-or-treaters  miss 
your  house,  you  may  contribute  by 
making  a  check  payable  to  the  U.S. 
Committee  for  UNICEF.  Mail  to 
United  States  Committee  for  UNI¬ 
CEF,  UN  Children’s  Fund,  P.O. 
Box  1  82248,  Chattanooga,  TN 
37422-7248. 


PHOTO  BY  CAROLYN  DOVE 

There  was  lots  of  time  for  meeting  and  greeting  new  and  old  friends 
at  the  recent  Youth  Fall  Convocation  for  junior  and  senior  highs  and 
youth  workers.  "Celebrate  Yourself"  was  the  theme  for  the  event 
held  Sept.  25  at  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville.  Young  people  and 
adult  leaders  came  from  churches  all  over  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  to  hear  testimonials  and  enjoy  Christian  fellowship. 
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Editorial 

'Evangelists'  for 
'NYPD  Blue'?  Not! 

To:  ABC-TV’s  “Good  Morning,  America” 

From:  Your  media  colleagues  at  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
Re:  Words,  meanings  and  “NYPD  Blue” 

Recently  co-host  Charles  Gibson  interviewed  two  actors  from  ABC’s 
controversial  program,  “NYPD  Blue.”  As  you  know,  some  media  critics 
have  described  the  Steven  Bochco  production  as  "grittily  realistic,”  i.e., 
containing  lots  of  profanity,  violence,  nudity  and  sex. 

Mr.  Gibson  asked  the  actors  whether,  in  light  of  the  controversy 
surrounding  the  program,  they  felt  they  had  to  be  “evangelists"  for  it. 

Ouch! 

Two  things  about  this  usage  make  us  wince. 

First,  the  word  “evangelist”  has  primarily  a  religious  connotation 
in  the  public  lexicon.  Not  only  that,  if  you’ll  check  your  dictionary 
you’ll  find  that  definitions  for  words  whose  root  is  “evangel”  carry 
specifically  Christian  meanings  related  to  the  “Good  News”  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  those  who  bring  it. 

So  the  idea  of  anyone’s  being  an  “evangelist”  for  anything  glorify¬ 
ing  profanity,  violence,  nudity  and  sex  not  only  offends  us  but  strikes 
us  as  a  contradiction.  Surely  you  can  understand  how  we  would  have 
trouble  equating  the  sharing  of  the  Gospel  with  a  program  that  some 
50  of  your  affiliate  stations  have  deemed  so  offensive  that  they  refuse 
to  carry  it. 

It’s  not  that  we  don’t  understand  how  this  mixup  in  usage  might 
have  happened.  We  Christians  have  been  lax  in  allowing  “evangelist” 
to  become  associated,  especially  on  television,  with  an  image  of  “re¬ 
cruiter”  or  “promoter.” 

So  both  of  us  are  at  fault  for  misuse  of  “evangelist” — Christians  for 
not  insisting  on  its  correct  meaning  and  journalists  for  not  double¬ 
checking  their  accuracy  when  they  use  it. 

Second,  our  objection  to  the  word  “evangelist”  being  used  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  “NYPD  Blue”  runs  deeper  than  wordplay.  It  touches  on  is¬ 
sues  of  rights,  responsibilities  and  ethics. 

Christians  have  as  much  right  and  responsibility  as  anyone  else  in 
the  television-watching  community  to  debate  whether  “NYPD  Blue” 
fails  the  Federal  Communications  Commission’s  test  of  being  “in  the 
public  interest,  convenience  or  necessity.” 

Furthermore,  Christians — and  everyone  else  who  takes  part  in  the 
debate — reasonably  should  expect  to  be  treated  with  fairness  and 
courtesy.  That  includes  not  having  one’s  terms — and  thereby  one’s 
self  and  one’s  viewpoint — demeaned. 

So,  in  the  words  of  a  previous  Bochco  production,  “Hill  Street 
Blues”: 

“Let’s  be  careful  out  there.” 


Suffering  Russians  need  Christian  witness 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

A  Russian  friend  once  told  me  the  following 
story: 

An  angel  appeared  to  an  Englishman,  a 
Frenchman  and  a  Russian.  She  told  the  three 
that  she  would  grant  each  of  them  one  wish  with 
the  following  condition:  Their  worst  enemy 
would  receive  the  same  thing  that  they  asked 
for,  only  doubled. 

The  Englishman  asked  for  a  country  estate; 
his  wish  was  granted  and  his  worst  enemy  re¬ 
ceived  two  country  estates.  The  Frenchman 
asked  for  and  received  100  beautiful  women; 
his  worst  enemy  promptly  received  200  beauti¬ 
ful  women.  The  angel  then  turned  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  and  asked  for  his  wish.  He  responded:  “Put 
out  my  left  eye.” 

Peculiarly  Russian  trait 

The  story  was  told  both  as  a  joke  and  as  an  in¬ 
sight  into  what  my  friend  regarded  as  a  pecu¬ 
liarly  Russian  trait:  A  remarkable  capacity  to 
endure  suffering  if  it  is  believed  that  one’s  ad¬ 
versaries  will  suffer  even  more. 

“But  others  would  say  it  merely  shows  that,  in 
our  desire  to  triumph  over  our  enemies,  we  are 
willing  to  destroy  or  do  great  damage  to  our¬ 
selves,”  he  said. 

However  one  interprets  the  story,  it  is  a  so¬ 
bering  caution  for  idealistic  Americans  general¬ 
ly,  and  hopeful  Christians  particularly,  not  to 
get  too  misty  eyed  about  the  “principles  at 
stake”  in  Russia's  current  political  crisis. 

Specifically,  what  the  Associated  Press  last 
week  described  as  the  “worst  political  violence 
in  Russia  since  the  1917  revolution”  may  not  be 
so  much  a  battle  for  “principles” — democracy 
vs.  communism. — as  we  would  like  to  believe. 
Rather,  it  simply  may  reflect  the  most  recent 
unraveling  of  a  violent,  self-destructive  tenden¬ 
cy  in  the  Russian  drive  for  power. 

Certainly  Russia’s  centuries-old  history  of 
lurching  from  one  form  of  dictatorship  to  an¬ 
other  gives  credence  to  such  A  theory.  That  his¬ 
tory  reveals  very  little  of  the  democratic 
idealism  and  respect  for  rule  by  law,  both  civil 
and  moral,  that  permeates  the  U.S.  experience. 

Even  enlightened  Russians  have  stated  their 
belief  that  only  a  Stalin-like  "strongman”  can 


Interpretive  Analysis 


Stephen  L.  Swecker  is 
editor-at-large  of  the 
Reporter. 


wrest  civic  order  from  a  people  so  inherently 
unruly  and  inclined  to  “put  out  their  left  eye” — 
that  is,  self-destruct — as  a  way  to  deal  with  per¬ 
sonal  and  societal  conflict. 

Some  Christians  leave 

Unfortunately,  I’m  told  by  Russian  friends 
that  some  Christian  groups  that  eagerly  swept 
into  the  country  following  “perestroika”  and 
the  fall  of  communism  have  decided  to  leave. 
They  find  the  chaotic,  increasingly  violent  situ¬ 
ation  there  daunting.  Prospects  for  a  diverse 
and  flourishing  Christianity  along  the  lines  of 
the  American  experience  seem  to  them  unlikely. 

They  may  be  right.  But  if  ever  a  society  need¬ 
ed  Christianity’s  witness  to  “a  more  excellent 
way”  for  dealing  with  conflict  and  needed  to  see 
the  fruits  of  Christian  experience  in  putting 
moral  ideals  into  practice,  it  is  Russia. 

Instead  of  running  from  our  Russian  sisters 
and  brothers  at  this  troubled  time  in  their  histo- 


Despite  an  attempt  by  Russian  Orthodox  Pa¬ 
triarch  Aleksy  II  (right)  to  mediate  between 
President  Boris  Yeltsin  (left)  and  dissidents  in 
the  Russian  Parliament,  300  Russians  died  in 
political  violence  last  week, 
ry,  we  as  Christians  should  be  running  to  them. 
They  need  more,  not  less,  of  our  love,  compas¬ 
sion  and  prayers  for  a  just  and  stable  social  or¬ 
der.  They  need  our  presence. 

They  need,  too,  our  witness  that  “putting  out 
the  left  eye”  to  vanquish  one’s  foes  may  indeed 
yield  short-term  power  but  at  the  tragic  cost  of 
long-term  vision.  And  without  vision,  ancient 
wisdom  tells  us,  even  victors  perish  (Proverbs 
29:18  KJV). 


Eyewitness  describes  Russian  chaos 

Religious  News  Service 


“I  never  dreamed  how  awful  it  would  feel  to 
actually  see  the  flames  and  hear  the  deadly 
sound  of  artillery  firsthand  rather  than  on  TV.” 

That’s  how  John  Sundquist,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  American  Baptist  International  Minis¬ 
tries  described  his  experience  in  a  telephone  call 
last  week  to  American  Baptist  staffers  in  Valley 
Forge,  Pa. 

Mr.  Sundquist  was  describing  being  caught  in 
the  middle  of  President  Boris  Yeltsin’s  move  to 


forcefully  put  down  a  revolt  led  by  hardline  for¬ 
mer  Communists  and  rightwing  nationalists 
with  an  armed  assault  on  the  Russian  Parlia¬ 
ment  building  known  as  the  White  house. 

Mr.  Sundquist  later  wrote  in  a  letter  that  he 
watched  as  500  armed  radicals  surrounded  his  ho¬ 
tel,  stirred  the  crowd  into  a  fury,  then  marched 
down  the  street  to  storm  the  Moscow  television 
station,  which  they  later  bombed  and  occupied. 

“At  the  same  time,  while  people  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  are  panicked,’  he  wrote,  “life  goes 
on  as  normal  for  most  Russians.” 


William  Farmer  shouldn't  belong  to  two 


I  do  not  understand  the  Rev. 
William  Farmer’s  problem  of  main¬ 
taining  his  membership  and  creden¬ 
tials  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  24).  It  seems  rather 
simple  to  me. 

When  I  moved  to  a  new  home  I 
transferred  my  membership  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  that 
town.  I  understood  that  to  mean 
that  I  was  no  longer  a  member  in 
the  church  that  I  had  left. 

1  certainly  wouldn’t  have  expected 
to  keep  my  place  in  both  churches. 
Why  should  Dr.  Farmer  expect  this? 

Opal  Wesmann 
Momence,  Illinois 

Pick  a  branch 

The  Rev.  William  Farmer  asserts 
that  if  his  membership  is  terminat¬ 
ed  because  he  joined  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  “this  would  be  a 
sign  that  ordination  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  something  less 
than  ordination  for  ministry  in  the 
universal  church  of  Jesus  Christ” 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  24). 

Evidently  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  already  sees  it  that  way.  Oth¬ 
erwise,  why  do  they  recognize  Dr. 
Fanner  only  “as  a  Catholic  layman 
with  no  authority  to  administer  the 
sacrament  of  Holy  Communion?” 

Dr.  Fanner’s  ecumenical  spirit  is 

Pontius'  Puddle 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

to  be  admired  but  like  a  person  who 
wants  to  serve  Uncle  Sam  in  the 
military,  one  cannot  presently  be  in 
the  Navy,  Air  Force,  Army  and  Ma¬ 
rines  at  the  same  time.  One  branch 
of  service  must  be  chosen. 

Gus  Browning 
Houston,  Texas 

Editor’s  Note:  See  article  related  to 
Dr.  Farmer  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Correction 

My  thanks  for  the  good  coverage 
of  the  Council  for  the  Parliament  of 
the  World's  Religions  held  in  Chi¬ 
cago  (see  UMR,  Sept.  10).  It  was  in¬ 
deed  a  fascinating  meeting  that 
demonstrated  the  tremendous  reli¬ 
gious  diversity  growing  within  the 
United  States. 

I  add  one  correction  to  the  re¬ 
port’s  indication  of  weak  United 
Methodist  involvement. 

First,  strong  credit  needs  to  go  to 
the  Northern  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  representatives  for  ecumenical 
and  interfaith  relations.  They  were 
deeply  involved  and  worked  hard  to 
develop  workshops  and  bring  in  ex¬ 
cellent  speakers  for  the  event. 


Second,  there  were  also  present  a 
number  of  staff  and  members  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
including  myself  as  chief  executive. 

Finally,  two  United  Methodists 
present  were  signatories  to  the 
statement  on  global  ethic  developed 
by  the  Parliament.  Bishop  Sheldon 
Duecker  of  the  Chicago  Area  and 
Dr.  Diana  Eck,  a  professor  of  Har¬ 
vard  University. 

The  materials  and  contacts  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  meeting  will  provide  a 
rich  resource  for  future  interreli¬ 
gious  work  in  which  The  United 
Methodist  Church  engages. 

Bruce  W.  Robbins 
New  York 

Where  can  we  get  it? 

The  Sept.  10  issue  of  Reporter 
contained  two  good  articles  on  the 
Parliament  of  the  World’s  Religions 
held  recently  in  Chicago. 

“A  Declaration  of  a  Global  Eth¬ 
ic”  was  mentioned  in  one  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles.  Where  can  we  obtain  a  full 
copy  of  the  Declaration? 

Art  Cavendar 
Santa  Rosa,  California 

Editor’s  Note:  Copies  of  “A  Dec¬ 
laration  of  a  Global  Ethic”  may  be 
obtained  by  writing  the  Council  for  a 
Parliament  of  the  World’s  Religions, 
P.O.  Box  1630,  Chicago,  Ill.  60690 
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I'm  disappointed 

One  would  expect  that  an  avowed 
ecumenist  such  as  1  would  be  excit¬ 
ed  by  the  formation  of  the  Churches 
United  in  Global  Mission  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  10).  Not  only  am  I  not 
excited,  but  I  am  disappointed  by 
such  action. 

The  Rev.  David  Scoates  is  quoted 
that  “it  was  terrific  to  be  able  to  sit 
across  the  table  (with  others  who 
are  not  United  Methodists) . . .  and 
not  be  threatened  by  each  other.” 
Are  Dr.  Scoates  and  others  in  the 
group  not  familiar  with  United 
Methodist  tradition  in  ecumenism? 

We  do  not  need  to  form  another 
group  to  accomplish  the  well-intend¬ 
ed  objective  of  Dr.  Scoates’  group. 
For  some  30  years  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  been  involved  in 
just  such  a  plan,  known  as  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Church  Union  (COCU),  and 
now  has  a  product  ready  for  adop¬ 
tion  and  promulgation. 

Encouraging  United  Methodist 
ratification  of  COCU  is  where 
United  Methodist  pastors  need  to 
put  their  ecumenical  efforts. 

Earl  E.  Biggers 
Chula  Vista,  California 

She  showed  courage 

It  appears  to  me  that  Bishop  Shar¬ 
on  A.  Brown  Christopher  (Minnesota 
Area)  showed  courage  in  ruling  out  of 
order  a  resolution  recognizing  cove¬ 
nant  services  “marrying”  couples  of 
the  same  sex  (see  UMR,  Sept.  10). 

Bishop  Christopher  acted  out  of 
an  understanding  of  the  Disci¬ 
pline’s  clear  intent,  thus  thwarting 
an  attempt  to  undermine  General 
Conference  action. 

On  the  other  hand  Bishop 
William  B.  Grove  (Albany,  N.Y., 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Truly  I  tell  you,  whoever  does 
not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a 
little  child  will  never  enter  it.” 
(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  46:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  1 7 

Sunday:  Psalm  99:1-5 
Monday:  Psalm  99:6-9 
Tuesday:  Exodus  33:12-16 
Wednesday:  Exodus  33: 1 7-23 
Thursday:  1  Thessalonians  1:1-7 
Friday:  1  Thessalonians  1:8-10 
Saturday:  Matthew  22: 1 5-22 


churches 

Area),  in  allowing  his  annual  con¬ 
ference  to  refer  a  similar  resolution 
to  the  Judicial  Council,  was  derelict 
in  his  duty  by  entering  “pass  the 
buck  land.” 

Edward  L.  Hoffman 
Rio  Rancho,  New  Mexico 

Isn't  it  wrong? 

My  question,  after  reading  Cyn¬ 
thia  B.  Astle’s  articles  on  homosex¬ 
uality  in  the  Sept.  10  issue,  is:  “Isn’t 
homosexuality  wrong?” 

I  feel  that  if  we  as  Christians, 
both  pastors  and  laity,  homosexual 
and  not,  would  be  true  to  God’s 
simply-stated  word,  there  would  be 
no  need  for  the  waste  of  time  and 
ink  to  justify  the  “church's  policy” 
on  it. 

Peter  B.  Thompson 
Attica,  New  York 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266 -0275. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“God  despises  barriers  be¬ 
tween  Europe  and  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Iron  [curtains]  yesterday; 
money  today — they  are  less  than 
a  spider’s  web  to  the  God  who  al¬ 
ways  keeps  faith  and  judges  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  those  who  are  oppressed, 
the  God  who  feeds  the  hungry 
and  will  open  the  bams  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  which  are  crammed  full." 

— The  Rev.  Hermann  Goltz  of 
Martin  Luther  University,  speak¬ 
ing  at  the  14th  Consultative  Con¬ 
ference  of  European  Methodist 
Churches. 

*  *  * 

“I  don’t  believe  Christianity  is 
a  sustainable  faith  as  it’s  prac¬ 
ticed  now.  We  wealthy  Chris¬ 
tians  are  as  wasteful  as  anyone 
else.  We  oppose  population  and 
birth  control.  We  hate  and  kill 
people  of  other  faiths. . . .  I’m  not 
asking  that  we  give  up  our  faith, 
but  we  must  ask  hard  questions 
of  it.” 

— Dr.  Gerald  O.  Barney,  Luther¬ 
an  layman  and  global  planner, 
speaking  to  the  Parliament  of  the 
World’s  Religions  in  Chicago. 


“Without  those 
prayers,  it  would 
be  a  lot  harder!  ” 

Tm  grateful  for  the  Prayer  Colendar!  Those 
proyars...ore  on  ocl  al  faith  and  connection. 
People  remember  as,  though  they  don't  have  to. 
Ihey  write  to  os  becouso  they  wont  to!’ 

— Christina  Bonn,  Mssiono/y  Conaption,  (hH$ 


Remember  in  prayer  Unilod  Methodist  missionaries  on  their  birlhdoys,  and  the  many 
mission  projects  and  progroms  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Older  the  19 94  Prayer 
Calendar  (#1752)  $5.00  plus  poslogo  and  handling  chorges.  Available  after 
November  1, 1993  from: 

SERVICE  CENTER,  7820  Reoding  Rood,  Collet  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 

# 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  »The  United  Methodist  Church 
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NCC  LEADER  DIES:  The  Rev.  Arie  R. 
Brouwer,  58,  former  general  secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
USA,  died  Oct.  7  of  cancer 
at  his  home  in  Teaneck, 

N.J.  Dr.  Brouwer  headed 
the  NCC  from  1985-1989 
and  was  chief  executive  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in 
America  from  1977-1983. 

He  also  served  as  deputy  Arie  Brouwer 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  in  1983-84. 
Funeral  services  were  Oct.  1 1,  in  Sioux  Center, 
Iowa.  Memorial  services  were  also  scheduled 
this  week  at  the  Interchurch  Center  in  New 
York  City,  where  the  Reformed  Church  and  the 
NCC  maintain  headquarters. 

KILLED  IN  SOMALIA:  A  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  Oct.  9  at  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Plano,  Texas,  for  Sgt.  James  Casey 
Joyce,  24,  a  U.S.  Army  Ranger  killed  in  Soma¬ 
lia.  His  wife,  DeAnna,  and  her  parents,  David 
and  Gail  Gray,  are  members  of  that  church.  Sgt. 
Joyce  was  buried  with  full  military  honors  Oct. 
8  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery. 

DAMAGE  IN  INDIA:  A  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  execu¬ 
tive  who  left  India  just  ahead  of  the  Sept.  30 
earthquake  reports  at  least  one  Methodist 
church  was  damaged.  Sarla  Lall  and  the  Rev. 
Jiro  Mizuno  of  the  mission  board’s  Asia/Pacific 
office  were  in  Bombay  meeting  with  officials  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  India  when  the  earth¬ 
quake  hit.  Upon  their  return,  Ms.  Lall  received 
word  that  a  Methodist  church  in  the  village  of 
Gulbarga — close  to  the  epicenter  at  Latur— was 
damaged.  She  will  go  back  to  India  in  late  Octo¬ 
ber  to  assess  what  long-term  relief  work  is  need¬ 
ed  in  the  area.  The  Global  Ministries  board  will 
work  with  the  Council  of  Relief  and  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  for  the  Methodist  Church  in  India  and  with 
that  Church’s  Auxiliary  for  Social  Action.  Gifts 
to  support  that  relief  may  be  made  to  Advance 
No.  229650-4. 

EXPECTED  TO  COMPLY:  United 

Methodist  leaders  say  they  expect  Methodist 
Hospital  of  Houston  to  comply  with  a  new  state 
law  mandating  the  non-profit  entity  to  increase  its 
services  to  poor  people.  Although  the  hospital  re¬ 
ceives  no  financial  support  from  the  church,  its 
50  trustees  are  elected  by  the  denomination’s 
Texas  Annual  (regional)  Conference.  The  hospital 
was  featured  in  a  Sept.  30  segment  of  ABC-TV’s 
“Prime  Time  Live.”  Co-host  Sam  Donaldson 
cited  claims  that  the  hospital  uses  its  tax-ex¬ 
empt  status  to  maximize  profits  but  denies 
health  care  to  those  who  cannot  afford  it.  Hos¬ 
pital  President  Larry  Mathis  denied  the  claims. 

RENEW  HAITI  EMBARGO:  A  United 

Methodist  official  has  called  on  President  Clin¬ 
ton  to  denounce  the  Haitian  military’s  abuse  of 
power  and  to  urge  renewal  of  the  embargo 
against  that  country.  A  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  top  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  points 
out  that  Haitian  civilians  have  been  brutally 
beaten  and  assassinated  even  while  attending 
church.  The  United  Methodist  Church  supports 
some  90  development  and  relief  efforts  in  Haiti. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC  personnel  reported  safe  in  Russia 


" People  are  very  protective  of  American 
missionary  personnel,  basically  because  of  their 
ministry  there.  I  was  glad  to  know  that  the  anti- 
American  sentiment  was  not  affecting  them." 

— The  Rev.  Robert  Harman 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

“All  our  folks  in  Russia  are 
fine  and  in  secure  situations.” 

That  word  last  week  following 
the  uprising  in  Russia  came  from 
the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman,  depu¬ 
ty  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  World  Division. 

“The  week  before  the  Yeltsin 
troops  stopped  the  rebellion  at  the 
Russian  White  House,  our  people 
were  meeting  in  Ekaterinburg,  east 
of  Moscow.  Our  churches  worked 
out  logistics  of  what  to  do  if  some¬ 
thing  should  happen.” 

Dr.  Harman  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  has  constant  electronic 


communication  with  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger  R. 
Minor  (Eurasia  Area). 

“Bishop  Minor  thanks  United 
Methodists  in  this  country  for 
their  concern,”  continued  Dr. 
Harman.  “He  said  Russia  needs 
our  love  and  support.” 

Besides  contact  with  Bishop 
Minor,  Dr.  Harman  also  received 
communications  from  the  Rev. 


R.  Bruce  Weaver,  coordinator  of 
the  church’s  Russia  Initiative, 
who  attended  the  meeting  in 
Ekaterinburg,  and  the  Rev. 
William  F.  Wamock  Sr.,  a  mis¬ 
sionary  assigned  to  Moscow. 

Dr.  Weaver  is  expected  to  re¬ 
turn  to  New  York  this  week. 

“We’ve  heard  rumors  that  the 
apathy  of  the  general  populace 
still  prevails  in  Russia,  but  Bill 


[Wamock]  said  the  people  in  the 
churches  are  okay,”  Dr.  Harman 
continued. 

“We  have  also  heard  that  there 
is  a  lot  of  anti-American  sentiment 
due  to  the  support  for  Yeltsin,  but 
Bill  said  the  missionaries  have  ex¬ 
perienced  just  the  reverse.” 

The  Global  Ministries  board  has 
12  missionaries  in  Moscow,  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg  and  Ulyanovsk,  Russia. 

“People  are  very  protective  of 
American  missionary  person¬ 
nel,”  Dr.  Harman  continued, 
“basically  because  of  their  minis¬ 
try  there.  I  was  glad  to  know  that 
the  anti-American  sentiment  was 
not  affecting  them.” 


The  U.S.  State  Department 
has  issued  an  advisory  saying 
American  citizens  should  not  go 
to  Moscow. 

One  United  Methodist  group 
postponed  its  Oct.  9  trip  to  Mos¬ 
cow  until  late  November.  The 
group  headed  by  layman  David 
Stone  of  Louisiana  had  planned  a 
United  Methodist  businessmen’s 
seminar  led  by  Russian  govern¬ 
ment  officials. 

However,  a  mission  team  from 
the  church’s  Alabama-West  Flori¬ 
da  Annual  Conference  was  expect¬ 
ed  to  make  its  trip  to  Russia  Oct. 
11-23.  The  21  United  Methodists 
are  flying  into  Moscow  and  will  go 
from  there  to  Vladimir  and  Vyksa. 


Are  talk  shows  closed  to  Christian  values ? 


Phil  Donahue 

. . .  called  one  man  a  jerk  and  said  he  sounded  like  "Reverend  Pooh-Bah" 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Do  Oprah  and  Donahue  shut  Christian 
values  and  perspectives  out  of  their  highly 
popular  daytime  talk  shows? 

Marquette  University  communications 
professor  Helen  Sterk  suggests  that  they 
and  most  other  talk  show  hosts  do. 

In  fact,  television  media  have  relegated 
the  Christian  perspective  to  a  “Christian 
ghetto”  on  channels  reserved  for  religious 
material,  the  United  Methodist  laywoman 
told  the  Reporter  in  a  telephone  interview 
from  her  Milwaukee  office. 

“It’s  a  sad  turn  of  events,”  she  said,  “but 
any  talk  is  permitted  except  Christian  talk, 


Oprah  Winfrey 
. . .  'goes  out  of  her  way' . . . 


which  is  considered  inappropriate.” 

Considers  it  a  major  loss 

Dr.  Sterk  added  that  she  considers  this  a 
major  loss  to  American  public  discourse 
“because  so  much  of  our  public  decision 
making  is  happening  on  the  talk  shows. 

“For  example,”  she  said,  “during  the 
last  presidential  election,  Clinton  ap¬ 
peared  on  ‘Donahue.’  Political  candidates 
are  popping  up  on  these  shows  because 
that’s  where  normal,  everyday  people  tum 
to  get  an  entertaining  view  of  the  world.” 

The  view  presented  has  a  profound  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  audience,  she  said. 

In  preparation  for  an  article  for  “The 
Banner,”  a  weekly  magazine  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Reformed  Church,  over  a  two-week 
period  Dr.  Sterk  taped  the  eight  daytime 
talk  shows  that  are  available  at  her  Keno¬ 
sha,  Wis.,  home. 

She  defined  “talk  show”  as  one  that  has 
a  host,  is  topic  based,  depends  on  experi¬ 
ences  of  “real  people,”  has  audience  inter¬ 
action  and  includes  “experts”  who 
comment  on  the  experiences. 

“During  any  given  week,”  Dr.  Sterk 
wrote  in  “The  Banner,”  “viewers  may  be 
offered  a  menu  including  women  who 
were  arrested  while  naked,  transsexual 
twins,  celebrity  sisters  . . .  favorite  televi¬ 
sion  commercials,  sexual  triangles,  female 
pattern  baldness  and  women  who  harm 
their  children  for  attention.” 

Moral  judgment  missing 

The  only  thing  that  most  of  the  shows 
do  not  tolerate  is  moral  judgment,  she  con¬ 
tinued. 

For  example,  in  a  recent  episode  of 
“Donahue,”  Dr.  Sterk  wrote,  a  woman 
told  how  she  committed  adultery  and  bore 
another  man’s  child,  not  telling  her  hus¬ 
band  until  the  baby  was  over  a  year  old. 

“When  a  caller  said  he  found  this  im¬ 
moral  and  not  worthy  of  attention,  Dona¬ 
hue  called  him  a  ‘jerk’  and  ‘Reverend 
Pooh-Bah.’  ” 

Both  Oprah  Winfrey  and  Phil  Donahue 
will  go  out  of  their  way  to  silence  those  who 
say  “This  is  wrong,”  she  told  the  Reporter. 

The  appeal  of  the  shows  is  that  guests 
get  to  tell  their  own  stories,  however  bi¬ 
zarre,  rather  than  having  them  told  by  oth¬ 
ers,  she  said. 


The  audience  appeal  of  such  shows  is 
not  lost  on  advertisers,  she  noted.  Most 
talk  shows  cost  some  S 1 2  million  a  year  to 
produce,  Dr.  Sterk  wrote,  but  a  show  like 
“Oprah”  can  bring  in  $190  million  in  ad¬ 
vertising  revenues. 

There  is  much  to  be  learned  from  others’ 
stories  if  they  are  authentic,  she  wrote.  But 
not  all  talk  shows  develop  that  authenticity. 

“Many  of  the  talk  shows  undermine  a 
clear  sense  of  right  and  wrong,”  Dr.  Sterk 
wrote.  “They  do  this  by  allowing  inauthen¬ 
ticity  and  immorality  to  appear  unchal¬ 
lenged. 

Guests  circulate  among  shows 

“Popular  guests  circulate  among  the  talk 
shows,  making  the  rounds,  profiting  from 
their  status  as  victims.  They  betray  their 
inauthenticity  through  the  way  they  non¬ 
chalantly  smile  through  their  stories  of  dis¬ 
honesty,  adultery  and  disrespect.  And  the 
hosts  feed  the  superficiality  through  ac¬ 
cepting  guests’  opinions  at  face  values.” 

The  article  recommends  Jerry  Springer 
as  one  talk  show  host  who  develops  au¬ 
thenticity.  Springer,  she  wrote,  guides  au¬ 


diences  by  ending  each  show  with  a  short 
interpretation  and  evaluation  of  the  day’s 
subject. 

“Springer  has  no  difficulty  in  naming 
something  as  wrong  and  placing  the  blame 
where  it  belongs,”  she  wrote. 

But  many  Christians  apparently  do  have 
difficulty  speaking  out,  she  told  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

'We  are  shy  about  our  values  . . 

“We  who  are  more  mainline  have  al¬ 
lowed  the  fundamentalists  to  speak  for  all 
Christians,”  she  said.  “We  are  shy  about 
our  own  values  and  morality,  and  I  don’t 
think  we  should  be.  Christians  need  to  get 
on  the  stick  here.” 

Dr.  Sterk  is  a  member  of  the  church  and 
society  committee  and  a  liturgist  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kenosha. 
She,  husband  Mark  Van  Halsema  and 
their  two  children  ages  6  and  4  are  plan¬ 
ning  the  church's  annual  Thanksgiving 
Day  dinner  which  is  open  “to  anyone  who 
wants  to  come.”  About  85  percent  of  those 
who  attend  are  homeless,  she  said. 
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The  Beeson  Pastor  Program 

i  A  /owerful  preaching.  Visionary  leadership.  Vibrant  spirituality. 
y  That's  what  the  church  ol  today  needs.  That’s  what  the  Beeson 
Pastor  Program  promises. 

II  you  desire  to  grow  as  a  preacher  and  leader,  Asbury  Seminaiy’s 
newest  doctor  of  ministry  track  is  for  you.  Developed  by  pastors,  for 
pastors,  you’ll  learn  to  energize  your  sermons,  maximize  your  resources 
and  revolutionize  your  spiritual  life. 

Sharpen  your  ministiy  through  on-  and  off-campus  mentoring  experi¬ 
ences  with  today’s  most  accomplished  professors  and  pastors.  Intensive 
preaching  labs,  site  visits  to  leading  churches  and  exposure  to  state-of- 
the-art  technology  will  equip  you  for  relevant,  life-changing  ministiy. 

Following  the  one-year  residential  program,  funded  by  the  Beeson 
Pastor  grant,  you’ll  return  to  the  pastorate  prepared  to  face  today’s 
challenges.  Call  Asbury  Seminary'  s  director  of  admissions  today  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY  to  learn  more  about  one  of  the  most  exciting  doctoral 
opportunities  available. 


'Popular  culture 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following 
interview  with  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commissioner  Ervin  Duggan, 
a  member  of  Chevy  Chase  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Washington ,  is  ex¬ 
cerpted  from  a  report  in  the 
September  issue  of  "Religion  and 
Democracy newsletter  of  The  In¬ 
stitute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
in  Washington.  The  material  is  used 
with  permission. 


By  FREDRICK  JONES 


Q«  Are  most  popular  culture 
•  artifacts,  television  and  film 
in  particular,  really  that  bad,  or  is  it 
that  a  few  are  able  to  make  a  lot  of 
noise  about  a  small  number  of  especial¬ 
ly  tasteless  or  offensive  programs ? 


Am  I  suspect  that  popular 
•  culture  has  been  pretty 
shabby  and  vulgar  in  every  age,  al¬ 
though  we  constantly  hear  that 
Shakespeare  wrote  for  the  rabble. 

My  sense,  however,  is  that  to¬ 
day’s  popular  culture  is  at  a  particu¬ 
larly  low  ebb  of  taste. 

Today’s  prime-time  fare  seems 
centered  on  dysfunction,  exotic  life¬ 
styles,  and  an  anything-goes  morality. 

Qm  Is  some  level  of  govern- 
•  ment  regulation  necessary, 
in  your  view?  Are  there  some  kinds  of 
regulations  that  do  not  chill  the  cli¬ 
mate  for  free  speech? 

A  •  I  believe  that  government 
**  •  should  have  laws  against  ob¬ 
scenity,  although  it  seems  difficult  to 
Find  a  jury  these  days  that’s  willing  to 
judge  anything  obscene. 

But  we  need  to  realize  that  when 


the  general  level  of  taste  and  moral¬ 
ity  breaks  down  in  the  society,  gov¬ 
ernment  is  hardly  the  ‘agency  to 
cure  the  problem. 

I  am  reluctant  to  have  govern¬ 
ment  step  in  and  chill  free  speech.  I 
think  what’s  needed  is  for  individ¬ 
ual  citizens  to  chill  their  own  free 
speech — that  is,  to  exercise  decent 
self-restraint. 


I  am  free  under  the  Constitution 
to  say  all  sorts  of  hateful,  tasteless, 
and  uncivil  things  but  1  restrain  my¬ 
self.  Instead  we  seem  to  have  a  soci¬ 
ety  in  which  everyone  keeps 
harping  about  his  or  her  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  say  any  uncivil  or  of¬ 
fensive  thing  that  comes  to  mind. 

Qm  Are  there  really  right- 
•  wing  censors  in  every  cor¬ 
ner,  as  some  would  have  us  believe? 
Ar^they  the  real  threat? 

A  useful  question  to  ask, 
I  think,  is  “What  is  the  real 
wolf  at  our  door?’’  In  today’s  popu¬ 
lar  culture,  it  seems  to  me  the  real 
wolf  at  the  door  is  not  censorship;  a 
look  at  Phil  Donahue  or  Oprah 
[Winfrey]  is  proof  that  uninhibited 
free  speech  is  alive  and  kicking  in 
this  country. 


A  ret  hey  th 
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The  real  wolves  at  the  door  today, 
in  my  judgment,  are  a  pornographic 
concept  of  sex  that  robs  adults  of  ro¬ 
mance  and  children  of  innocence;  a 
pornographic  approach  to  violence 
that  relishes  gore  and  may  even  pro¬ 
mote  violent  behavior — and  finally, 
a  general,  in-your-face  tastelessness 
that  coarsens  social  life  and  robs  it  of 
beauty,  civility  and  elegance. 


is  at  a  low  ebb' 


is  good  ar 
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culture  o, 
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But  again,  the  answer  is  not  the 
blunt  instrument  of  censorship;  it’s 
in  a  positive  effort  to  promote  what 
is  good  and  true  and  beautiful. 

What's  worse,  the  content 
of  much  of  American  popular 
culture  or  the  way  parents  have  allowed 
their  children  to  be  saturated  with  it? 

I’m  not  about  to  blame 
parents,  who  are  belea¬ 
guered  and  without  much  help.  A 
generation  ago  parents  could  de¬ 
pend  on  the  popular  culture  to  sup¬ 
port  and  reinforce  their  moral 
values.  Now  they  can’t. 

A  generation  ago,  parents  (typical¬ 
ly  the  mother)  had  more  choice 
about  whether  they  would  work  out¬ 
side  or  inside  the  home.  Now  they 
don’t;  many  who  would  like  to  be  at 
home  when  their  kids  come  home 
from  school  can’t  afford  to  be. 

So  children  are  unconnected, 
turned  loose,  exposed  to  a  relentless 
and  invasive  televised  onslaught — 
and  parents  are  told,  by  the  very  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  concocting  the  swill,  that 
they  need  to  exercise  more  “control.” 

To  tell  parents  that  parental  “con¬ 
trol”  is  the  only  answer  is  unimagina¬ 
tive — like  saying  that  gas  masks  are 
the  only  answer  to  air  pollution  or 
that  bulletproof  vests  are  the  only  an¬ 
swer  to  drive-by  shootings. 

What  is  at  stake  in  this? 
Is  it  too  much  to  say  that 
democracy  is  imperiled  unless 
changes  occur? 

Am  What  is  at  stake,  in  my 
•  judgment,  is  nothing  less 
than  the  success  or  failure  of  the 


SWCI  IU  UI 

Q: 


democratic  experiment  launched  by 
our  founders  two  centuries  ago. 

That  experiment  wasn’t  just 
about  liberty;  it  was  about  liberty 
and  responsibility  operating  in  cre¬ 
ative  tension  with  one  another. 

Tyranny  was  only  one  of  two 
nightmares  from  which  the  founders 
were  trying  to  deliver  humanity;  irre¬ 
sponsible  license — freedom  without 
restraint — was  the  other. 


If  we  manage  to  create  that  night¬ 
mare  through  the  agency  of  a  vio¬ 
lent,  valueless  popular  culture,  it 
could  be  the  final  betrayal  of  the 
founders’  dream. 


9: 
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Is  some  kind  of  larger 
shift  in  the  culture  neces¬ 
sary  if  we  are  to  relegate  the  media  to 
a  proper  place  in  our  lives  and  see  its 
content  change?  How  do  we  get  there? 

Two  thousand  years  ago 
Jesus,  and  later  St.  Paul, 
advocated  a  profound  shift  in  the 
culture  of  their  day,  a  shift  so  radi¬ 
cal  and  renewing  that  they  used  the 
metaphor  of  second  birth  to  de¬ 
scribe  it. 


I  think  Christians  would  do  well 
to  take  to  heart  Jesus’  admonition 
to  be  in,  but  not  of,  the  world. 

I  think  there’s  great  excitement 
and  satisfaction  to  be  found  in 
thinking  of  oneself  as  part  of  a 
counterculture. 


Wasn’t  it  C.  S.  Lewis  who  said 
that  Christians  are  like  secret  agents 
parachuted  into  enemy  territory? 
That  sounds  like  an  exciting  chal¬ 
lenge  to  me. 


Faith  at  work 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Court  advised  to  nix  dual  membership 


CIRCUIT  RIDER  AWARDS:  Winners 

of  1993  Circuit  Rider  Awards  of  a  $1,000  gift 
certificate  each  are  pastors  the  Revs.  Virgie 
Holbrook  of  Lakeway  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Pottsboro,  Texas;  Sharee  Kelly  of  Rushville 
and  Hay  Springs  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Nebraska,  and  Carlyle  F.  Stewart  III  of  Hope 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Southfield,  Mich. 
The  awards  are  given  annually  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  to  pastors  who  ex¬ 
hibit  outstanding  work  in  church  growth  and 
evangelism. 

OPERA  STARS:  Illinois  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  music  faculty  member  Barrington  Coleman 
and  his  wife,  Cynthia  Haymon,  sang  in  the  Oct. 
6  PBS  broadcast  of  George  Gershwin’s  opera, 
"Porgy  and  Bess.”  Ms.  Haymon  co-starred  as 
Bess,  and  Mr.  Coleman  portrayed  the  gambler 
Mingo.  Among  their  international  appearances 
was  one  in  1990  in  England  in  the  musical 
“King,"  based  on  the  life  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  Illinois  Wesleyan  is  a  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  university. 

CONFLICT  SPECIALIST  DIES:  James 

H.  Laue,  56,  United  Methodist  layman  with  a 
passion  for  peaceful  conflict  resolution,  died  in 
Washington  Sept.  25  of  complications  of  diabe¬ 
tes.  He  was  a  professor  of  conflict  resolution  at 
George  Mason  University  in  Fairfax,  Va.  Dr. 
Laue  served  during  the  1970s  as  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  In  recent  years,  his  participation  in 
denominational  activities  had  included  leading 
conflict-resolution  workshops  for  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mariano 
Rice  Laue,  and  three  children. 

MISSIONS  COORDINATOR:  The 

Rev.  Jerome  DeVine  has  been  named  coordina¬ 
tor  for  conference  and  district  mission  leaders 
associated  with  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Mr.  DeVine  was  pastor  of 
Kingswood  United  Methodist  Church  in  New¬ 
ark,  Del.,  and  was  secretary  of  global  ministries 
for  the  Peninsula-Delaware  conference. 

MEMORIAL  LECTURE:  A  lecture  series 

in  memory  of  Minnie  Martha  Turnipseed 
Moore  will  begin  Oct.  18  at  Atlanta’s  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center — home  to 
United  Methodist-related  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary.  Mrs.  Moore  was  said  to  have  been  the 
only  white  person  to  join  1 963  lunch  counter  “sit- 
ins”  in  Birmingham  and  led  voter  registration 
projects  for  blacks  in  Mississippi.  The  series’  first 
lecturer  is  the  Rev.  A.  Spencer  Turnipseed  Jr., 
brother  to  Mrs.  Moore  and  pastor  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Auburn,  Ala. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

Editor-at-large 


CHICAGO— United  Method- 
ism’s  top  ecumenical  body  has 
urged  the  church’s  “supreme 


William  R.  Farmer 


. . .  'can't  be  both  at  once' 


court”  to  uphold  a  bishop’s  ac¬ 
tion  barring  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman  from  lay  membership 
in  a  Roman  Catholic  church. 

“A  person  cannot  be  simulta¬ 
neously  an  ordained  clergy  per¬ 
son  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  lay  member  of  any 
church,”  stated  directors  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

They  made  their  statement  in 
an  “amicus  curiae”  brief  to  the 
church’s  Judicial  Council,  which 
meets  Oct.  27-30  in  Atlanta. 

The  commission  submitted  the 
five-page  “friend  of  the  court” 
letter  to  the  Judicial  Council  in 
response  to  an  action  by  Bishop 
Bruce  Blake  (Dallas  Area). 

Bishop  Blake  ruled  last  June 
that  the  North  Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  acted  illegally  by  allowing 


the  Rev.  William  Farmer  to  hold 
lay  membership  in  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  church  while  maintaining  his 
ordination  credentials  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Any  such  “decision  of  law"  by 
a  bishop  is  automatically  referred 
to  the  Judicial  Council  for  adju¬ 
dication. 

In  their  letter  to  the  judicial 
body,  Christian  Unity  directors 
said  that  they  “affirm  and  cele¬ 
brate”  Dr.  Farmer’s  ecumenical 
commitment. 

"However,  we  believe  that 
Bishop  Blake  has  ruled  correctly. 
A  person  cannot  be  both  clergy 
and  lay  simultaneously,”  the 
brief  stated. 

The  brief  was  written  by  the 
ecumenical  agency’s  president, 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  (Al¬ 
bany  Area),  and  its  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins. 


A  key  “assumption”  of  the 
brief,  rooted  in  Paragraphs 
427.3a  and  435.3  of  the  church's 
1992  Book  of  Discipline,  states 
that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  “views  ordination  as  en¬ 
trance  into  the  ordained  ministry 
of  the  Universal  Church.” 

(Para  427.3a  indicates  that  the 
church  does  not  require  clergy 
from  other  churches  transferring 
into  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  be  reordained.  Para. 
435.3  permits  representatives 
from  other  churches  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  laying  on  of  hands  at  or¬ 
dination  of  United  Methodist 
clergy). 

“Therefore,  Dr.  Farmer's  seek¬ 
ing  and  receiving  the  status  of  a 
layperson  in  another  church  rep¬ 
resents  a  denial  of  his  ordina¬ 
tion,”  the  brief  concludes. 

During  a  spirited  debate  of  the 


'Discomfort'  blamed  for  religion  lack 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

NEW  YORK— Discomfort 
with  religion  and  things  spiritual 
on  the  part  of  editors,  journalists 
and  even  religion  writers  has 
kept  religion  off  most  front  pages 
and  almost  totally  out  of  televi¬ 
sion  newsrooms. 

This  was  the  hard  news  that 
confronted  some  60  journalists 
who  attended  a  national  forum 
on  “Religion  and  the  News"  Oct. 
5  at  Columbia  University.  The 
session  was  sponsored  by  The 
Freedom  Forum. 

John  Seigenlhaler,  chairman 
emeritus  of  “The  Tennesseean” 
in  Nashville  and  founding  edito¬ 
rial  director  of  “USA  Today,” 
said  that  when  it  comes  to  reli¬ 
gion,  journalists  “provide  skim 
milk,  even  sour  milk;  more  often 
than  not  we  diet  . . .  walk  away 
and  turn  our  backs.  But  we  feed 
on  politics. 

'Trained  to  be  doubters' 

“We’re  trained  to  be  doubters, 
cynics  and  skeptics.  Perhaps 
that’s  why  we’re  so  comfortable 
with  politicians,”  said  Mr.  Sei- 
genthaler,  who  heads  The  Free¬ 
dom  Forum  First  Amendment 


Center  at  Vanderbilt  University. 
The  center  recently  issued  a  re¬ 
port  on  “Bridging  the  Gap:  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  News  Media”  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  24). 

The  fact  that  “hard  news”  is 
grounded  in  facts,  whereas  reli¬ 
gious  news  presumes  a  faith  be¬ 
yond  the  facts,  also  accounts  for 
why  many  journalists  would 
rather  write  about  almost  any¬ 
thing  else,  noted  a  number  of  fo¬ 
rum  attendants. 

It  was  noted  that  only  67  of  the 
1,570  U.S.  daily  papers  employ  a 
full-time  religion  reporter  or  editor. 

Religion  seldom  gets  reported 
on  network  news,  said  Brian  Hea- 
ly,  a  20-year  veteran  of  CBS  News 
who  produces  CBS’  “Eye  to  Eye” 
with  Connie  Chung.  Mr.  Healy 
said  most  television  journalists 
don’t  think  religion  has  any  bear¬ 
ing  on  life,  and  their  personal  bias¬ 
es  influence  what  is  telecast. 

“Most  of  my  colleagues  are 
one-minded,”  Mr.  Healy  said, 
"and  that  mind  is  macjp  up.” 
Many,  he  noted,  ignore  religion 
because  they  don’t  understand  it. 

United  Methodist  educator 
and  former  Pennsylvania  con¬ 
gressman  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Ed¬ 


gar  said  that  the  media  have 
helped  compose  and  popularize  a 
number  of  “false  melodies.” 

Among  them,  he  said,  is  the 
idea  that  “our  technology  will 
save  us,”  that  “leadership  flows 
from  the  top  down,”  that  “the 
21st  century  will  be  less  religious 
than  the  20th.” 

The  most  false  melody  of  all, 
he  noted,  is  that  “religious  lead¬ 
ers  are  trained  about  the  media.” 

Dr.  Edgar  was  part  of  a  panel 
on  “Religion,  Politics  and  the 
News,”  chaired  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  the  Rev.  William  F.  Fore  of 
Yale  Divinity  School. 

Need  to  do  much  more 

Theology  schools  need  to  do 
much  more,  Dr.  Edgar  said,  to 
prepare  pastors  and  laity  to  under¬ 
stand  and  deal  with  the  media. 

And  journalism  schools  must 
no  longer  treat  religion  as  if  were 
“taboo,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Edgar,  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Claremont  (Calif.),  said  that 
“the  stewardship  of  planet  earth” 
remains  the  most  underreported 
religious  story  of  the  decade. 

He  called  on  religion  writers 


and  broadcasters  to  “infiltrate 
your  alma  maters”  and  bridge 
the  gap  between  religion  and  the 
news.  He  also  asked  them  to  dia¬ 
logue  with  their  secular  peers 
about  the  role  of  religion  in 
American  life. 

In  addition  to  heading  one  of 
the  church’s  13  seminaries.  Dr. 
Edgar  is  a  member  of  its  official 
communications  agency,  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

In  a  conversation  which  forum 
sponsors  opened  to  the  public, 
“Washington  Post”  religion  writer 
Gus  Niebuhr  and  the  Rev.  Donald 
W.  Shriver,  Jr.,  a  Prfesbyterian 
theologian  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York  City,  sug¬ 
gested  ways  in  which  the  media 
and  religion  might  better  interact. 

Mr.  Shriver  thought  religion 
writers  would  do  best  if  they  stud¬ 
ied  in  a  seminary  or  else  majored 
in  religion  or  history.  He  said 
there  was  no  reason  why  a  semi¬ 
nary  could  not  convene  a  forum 
on  the  media  and  even  less  reason 
why  it  could  not  offer  a  course  in 
understanding  the  media. 

On  the  eve  of  the  conference, 
Mr.  Shriver  said,  he  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  to  ABC  correspondent  Sam 


Farmer  controversy  among  the 
ecumenical  agency’s  41  directors 
and  guests,  questions  were  raised 
regarding  the  meaning  of  ordina¬ 
tion  and  whether  being  ordained 
means  one  ceases  to  be  part  of 
the  “laos,”  the  laity. 

“One  dares  not  function  as  or¬ 
dained  if  one  is  not  part  of  the 
laos,”  said  the  Rev.  Dwight  Vo¬ 
gel,  a  professor  at  nearby  Garret- 
Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary.  “Ordination  is  a  way 
of  living  out  my  baptized  minis¬ 
try.” 

Directors  also  approved  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  “pastoral  teaching” 
statement  by  Bishop  Grove  and 
Dr.  Robbins  that  would  place  the 
Farmer  issue  in  a  broader  theolog¬ 
ical  and  pastoral  context.  That 
statement  will  be  released  after  the 
Judicial  Council  acts  on  Bishop 
Blake’s  ruling. 

in  media 


William  Fore 

. . .  moderates  media  panel 

Donaldson  thanking  him  for  his 
recent  “Prime  Time  Live”  report 
on  Methodist  Hospital  in  Hous¬ 
ton  and  for  quoting  John  Wesley. 
(See  related  story  in  this  issue’s 
“Faith  Watch”  column.) 

He  noted  that  while  television 
has  an  obligation  to  report  the 
faults  of  religious  institutions,  he 
looked  forward  to  the  day  when 
the  church’s  work  would  be  com¬ 
plimented  on  television  as  well. 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance 
journalist  based  in  Teaneck,  NJ. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Alabama  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of 
Children’s  Ministry  for  a  church  membership 
of  3,000.  Interested  candidates  should  have  the 
ability  to  organize  and  coordinate  a  compre¬ 
hensive  children’s  program.  Training  and/or  ex- 
perience  in  Christian  education,  good 
communication  skills,  ability  to  work  effective¬ 
ly  with  staff,  parents,  and  children  desired.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  resume  to:  Rever¬ 
end  Bud  Precise,  P.O.  Box  19069,  Birmingham, 
AL  35219-9069. 

LARGE  FLORIDA  WEST-COAST  church  seeks 

Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evangelism.  Ide¬ 
al  candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59-62  years) 
with  record  of  success  in  establishing  and  imple¬ 
menting  growth  programs.  Hours,  salary  and 
benefits  designed  to  meet  needs  of  minister  and 
church.  Inquiries,  resume:  Trinity  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  3200  Manatee  Avenue  West,  Bra¬ 
denton,  FL  34205,  Fax  (813)  746-9737. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES 

for  2000-member  suburban  church.  Master's 
degree  and/or  certification  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  Previous  experience  required.  Submit  re¬ 
sume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  217 
East  Main  Street,  Hendersonville,  TN  37075, 
Attn:  Joe  Beaver. 

GRIFFIN,  GA.  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  and  Pro¬ 
gram  for  a  growing  congregation  of  1850  South 
of  the  Atlanta  metro  area.  Duties  will  include 
directing  youth  and  children’s  ministries  under 
the  Work  Area  on  Education.  Please  send  letter 
of  application  and  resume  to:  Rev.  Hubert 
Flanagan,  Senior  Minister,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1401  Maple  Drive,  Griffin,  GA 
30223. 

NEW  YORK  THANKSGIVING  THEATER 

Tour.  Three  shows,  Macy’s  Parade,  stay  at  Wal¬ 
dorf  Astoria  Hotel.  Rev.  Edward  Laux,  6247  An¬ 
napolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 

PERSONALLY  ESCORTED  COLEMAN 

Tours:  Panama  Canal/Caribbean  Cruise,  Feb¬ 
ruary  6;  Disneyworld/Epcot,  March  1 9;  Spring¬ 
time  with  Mackinac,  May  10;  Britain’s  Best, 
June  18.  Let  us  plan  your  group  tours  and 
cruises.  1-800-346-9711.  [ 

FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  AND  YOUTH  Di¬ 

rector.  Growing  850-member  UM  Church.  De¬ 
gree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  package 
$23,000.  Resume.  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC, 
1500  Country  Club  Rd.,  Lake  Charles,  LA 
70605. 

1994  MISSION  TRIPS  FOR  HOUSING  reha- 

bilitation  at  a  United  Methodist  agency  in 
Brownsville,  Texas.  Your  cost  per  person  Sunday 
night-Saturday  morning  for  room,  board,  all 
bunding  materials  is  S 1 60.  Side  trips  to  South  Pa¬ 
dre  Island  beach  and  Matamoros,  Mexico.  Youth 
and  adult  groups,  any  month,  for  information 
packet  wnte:  Alan  Stnckler,  Good  Neighbor  Set¬ 
tlement  House,  1254  E.  Tyler  St.,  Brownsville, 
TX  78520.  j 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  and  Youth.  Full-time,  responsibilities  with 
youth  and  children.  Specialized  training  or  expe¬ 
rience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to: 
Cnevewood  United  Methodist  Church,  451  Ho¬ 
gan  Road,  Nashville,  TN  37220. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Direc¬ 

tor  for  1600  members.  Send  resume  and  refer- 

Falls,  TX  76307. 

PECANS:  SHELLED  AND  IN-SHELL  1993  GA 

crop.  Gift  tins,  boxes.  Candies.  Call  for  fund  rais¬ 
ing  brochure/gift  brochure.  Wilkerson  Pecans, 
Sylvester,  GA  31791.  1-800-523-3505. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  CHRISTIAN 

Education  wanted  for  3400-member  evangelical 
congregation.  Needs  a  master’s  degree  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5 
years  experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  pro¬ 
gram  with  excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff 
church,  committed  to  the  most  comprehensive 
ministry  possible.  Salary  based  on  experience. 
Requires  excellent  administrative  ability,  suc¬ 
cessful  children  and  adult  Christian  education 
track  record,  commitment  to  training  lay  volun¬ 
teers,  knowledge  of  multiple  curriculum  re¬ 
sources.  Contact:  Rev.  Richard  M.  Freeman, 
First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714- 
7736.  Phone:  (817)  772-5630. 

STOLES,  WOVEN  BY  THE  MAYAN  INDIANS 

of  Guatemala.  Available  in  all  liturgical  colon 
plus  the  renowned  multi-color.  $35.00,  send  no 
money,  shipped  on  approval.  Double  Mission 
Outreach,  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  Route  2, 
Murphysboro,  IL  62966  or  phone  (618)  684- 
3890,  keep  trying. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FULL-TIME.  Organiza¬ 

tion  and  administration  of  total  junior  ana  senior 
high  youth  program  and  junior  youth  ministries. 
Sidary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Oakhurst 
United  Methodist  Church,  13400  Park  Blvd., 
Seminole,  FL  34646  attn:  Mr.  Frank  Roberson. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

ST.  JOHN’S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

is  searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in 
central  Florida  with  a  membership  of  1 500.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend 
George  A.  Buie,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boule- 
vard,  S.E.,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

YOUTH  AND  CAMPUS  MINISTRY  position. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Brenham,  Texas. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Bruce  Hay,  408  N.  Baylor, 
Brenham,  TX  77833.  1 

PROJECT  ACCOUNTANT.  GEORGIA.  United 

Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  seeks 
an  accountant  to  maintain  project  financial  rec- 
ords  for  its  emergency  medical  supplies  programs 
in  Georgia.  Located  m  UMCOR/Tbilisi,  Georgia 
office.  To  begin  immediately.  Send  resume  to: 
UMCOR  Coordinator  of  Disaster  Response, 
Room  1374,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY 
101 1 5.  (2 1 2)  870-38 1 6;  Fax:  (2 1 2)  870-3624. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Christian  Educa¬ 

tion.  1800-member  UMC  congregation  is  seeking 
an  experienced  Youth  and  CE  Director  for  a 
growing  church.  A  good  salary  with  benefits. 
Please  send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  2000 
East  6th  Street,  Greenville,  NC  27858. 

COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  FOR  DAKOTAS  Con- 

ference.  Contact:  James  Person,  304  N.  Egan  St„ 
Madison,  SD  57042,  or  James  Pomeroy,  680 
Eighth  Ave.,  SW,  Valley  City,  ND  58072. 

AWESOME  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  YOUTH 
group  in  need  of  a  full-time  Director.  100  4- 
youth,  large  volunteer  staff,  1/2  time  assistant, 
good  budget.  Salary  plus  house  plus  health  insur¬ 
ance.  Send  resume  to:  First  UMC,  Oviedo,  FL 
32765. 

VACATION  IN  PARK  CITY,  UTAH.  Ski/ 
golf/hike.  UM  family  will  rent  out  private 
room  in  Park  City  condo.  All  money  supports 
building  fund  to  get  their  new  UM  church  out 
of  shipping  mall.  Contact:  Dave  or  Ann  Wil¬ 
liams,  P.O.  Box  1512,  Park  City,  UT  84060. 
(801)649-3395. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for 

1 700-member  church  in  America’s  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  county.  First  UMC,  101  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee,  FL  34741. 

Floridians: 

' Too  early  to 
know  impact* 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Florida  United  Methodist  pastors 
and  district  superintendents  inter¬ 
viewed  recently  say  it  is  too  early  to 
tell  if  recent  murders  of  foreign 
tourists  will  have  a  negative  effect 
on  congregations  by  way  of  a  drop 
in  the  number  of  tourists. 

Although  a  drop  has  been  noted  in 
the  press  and  by  some  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy,  the  numbers  are  not  sig¬ 
nificant  as  yet,  Joy  Mills,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Florida  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Tourism,  told  the  Reporter. 

Nevertheless  there  is  a  potential 
for  real  financial  difficulties  if  Flor¬ 
ida’s  number  one  industry  should 
falter,  she  said. 

“For  every  1,000  tourists  who  do 
not  come  to  Florida,  $1.1  million  in 
revenue  is  lost,  20  jobs  are  lost  and 
$295,000  in  payroll  is  lost.  The 
churches  will  be  affected,  without 
question,  if  the  tourist  industry  is  af¬ 
fected,”  she  said.  "We  are  doing  our 
best  to  protect  the  tourist  industry.” 

Florida  draws  about  40.5  million 
visitors  each  year,  according  to 
press  reports.  These  include  4.3 
million  foreign  visitors,  mostly 
from  Europe. 

In  1992,  1  million  British  tourists 
spent  $682  million,  453,600  Ger¬ 
mans  spent  $536  million  and 
104,500  Japanese  spent  $475  million 
in  Florida,  according  to  press  reports. 

The  Rev.  John  Willis,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kissimmee,  Fla.,  within  15  minutes 
of  Disney  World  and  close  to  Sea 
World,  told  the  Reporter  that  tour¬ 
ism  had  slumped  a  bit  in  August  but 
it  wasn't  known  if  the  recent  killings 
were  responsible  for  the  drop. 

The  British  pound  is  down  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  U.S.  dollar,  he  said. 

“Short  term,”  he  said,  “we  haven’t 
felt  a  huge  drop  in  the  number  of 
tourists.  Long  term,  we  don’t  know.” 

He  said  he  remained  optimistic 
that  the  decline  would  not  be  drastic. 

“Violence  occurs  in  every  state,” 
he  said. 


Hong  Kong  churches 
hopeful,  cautious 


Church  leaders  in  Hong  Kong 
are  viewing  the  return  of  that 
British  possession  to  China  in 
1997  with  a  mixture  of  hope  and 
apprehension. 

That  is  the  assessment  of  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
and  of  the  Rev.  Donald  English 
of  London,  council  chairman,  af¬ 
ter  a  recent  visit  to  four  Asian 
cities:  Hong  Kong,  Kuala  Lum¬ 
pur,  Singapore  and  Jakarta. 

Dr.  Hale  said  Hong  Kong 
church  leaders  viewed  the  change 
with  apprehension  because  of  the 
“previous  generation’s  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  Chinese  cultural  revo¬ 
lution  [1966-76]  and  the  shadow 
it  cast. 

“They  have  questions  regard¬ 
ing  future  freedom  and  liberty 
and  concern  because  of  ongong 
interference  by  China  in  Hong 
Kong  affairs.” 

Dr.  Hale  said  the  transfer 
agreement  provides  that  British 
law  is  to  remain  in  effect  in  Hong 
Kong  for  50  years. 

Nevertheless,  the  Chinese  gov¬ 
ernment  has  said  that  any  law  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  interim  that  it  does 
not  agree  with  will  be  declared  null 
and  void  in  1997,  he  said. 

Before  June  1989,  people  were 
more  positive,  Dr.  Hale  said.  But 
events  in  Tiananmen  Square 
shattered  confidence  in  the  Chi¬ 
nese  government. 

“One  student  I  met  at  Wa  Ying 
School  who  had  moved  to  Hong 
Kong  from  China  said  her  father 
had  lost  his  job  because  he  re¬ 
fused  to  join  the  Communist 
Party,”  he  said.  “She  hoped  this 
would  not  happen  in  post- 1997 
Hong  Kong.” 

In  addition  to  their  apprehen¬ 
sion  about  the  political  change¬ 
over,  Hong  Kong  church  leaders 
also  see  a  possibile  era  of  great 
opportunity  for  Christians  in 
China,  Dr.  Hale  said. 

“It  came  home  to  me  during 


Joe  Hale 


. . .  apprehension  in  Hong  Kong 

this  visit  that  when  the  Chinese 
government  calls  in  its  lease  in 
1997,  there  will  be  a  new  reality: 
dynamic  Christian  communions 
alive  and  well  in  Hong  Kong  that 
will  be  a  part  of  the  new  China,” 
he  said. 

In  a  meeting  with  pastors  of 
two  World  Methodist  Council 
member  churches — The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Hong  Kong  and  The 
Church  of  Christ  in  China,  Hong 
Kong  Council — the  pastors 
asked  the  two  visitors,  “What  is 
Methodist  policy  for  mission  on 
the  Chinese  mainland?” 

Dr.  English  replied,  “It  is  a  ba¬ 
sic  principle  that  those  nearest  to 
the  people  ought  to  do  the  mis¬ 
sion. 

“Usually  missionary  work 
means  traveling  away  from  home, 
but  Hong  Kong  Christians  are  go¬ 
ing  to  find  the  mission  traveling  to 
them.  The  rest  of  us  are  going  to 
learn  about  missionary  work  in 
the  lessons  learned  from  them.” 

But  Hong  Kong  churches  are 
struggling  with  too  few  leaders, 
Dr.  Hale  said.  A  number  of  pas¬ 
tors,  along  with  many  strong, 
professional  lay  members,  have 
emigrated  to  Canada,  the  United 
States  and  Europe. 


Discipleship 
flows  work 
into  streams 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  churchwide 
agency  which  links  most  closely  to 
the  35,000  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  has  voted  to  channel  its 
work  into  four  “streams.” 

The  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  acting  through  its  executive 
committee,  approved  the  restruc¬ 
ture  at  the  request  of  the  board’s 
chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones. 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  change  is  de 
signed  “to  help  people  build  a  spiri¬ 
tual  base  to  live  as  faithful  disciples 
in  the  world.” 

Stream  One,  to  consist  primarily 
of  The  Upper  Room,  will  focus  on 
spiritual  development  and  growth. 
It  will  be  headed  by  Janice  Grana, 
world  editor  of  the  daily  devotional 
guide  whose  worldwide  circulation 
in  66  languages  is  in  the  millions. 

Stream  Two,  targeting  laity  “ask¬ 
ing  how  to  be  an  evangelist,”  will 
combine  the  board’s  sections  on  edu¬ 
cation  and  age-level  ministries,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men,  Covenant 
Discipleship,  ministry  of  the  laity, 
ethnic  and  family  ministries  and  cur¬ 
riculum  resources.  It  will  be  headed 
by  the  Rev.  Karen  A.  Greenwaldt. 

Stream  Three,  targeting  the 
church’s  ordained,  consecrated  and 
certified  leadership,  will  combine 
the  board’s  sections  on  evangelism, 
worship  and  stewardship.  It  will  be 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz. 

Stream  Four,  basically  an  internal 
structure  to  assist  the  other  streams 
and  the  board’s  administrative  staff, 
will  be  headed  by  Charlene  Johnson. 

Dr.  Jones  said  that  the  restructure 
is  based  on  the  assumption  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  system 
and  that  the  church’s  systems  are 
producing  faithful  disciples. 

The  board’s  executive  committee 
approved  the  proposal  but  asked  for  a 
report  on  specific  results  and  progress 
at  the  full  board  meeting  next  spring. 

—jOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Bishop  William  Oden 


re  and  more  convinced  that  the  future  hope  of  United  Methodism  be- 
_l  enewed  and  revitalized  church  will  rest  primarily  not  with  its  bish- 
-s]  ,rds  and  agencies  or  even  its  pastors. 

Qt  exciting  signs  I  see  of  a  dynamic  spirit-filled  missional  fellowship 
•P*  i  laity  who  combine  a  spiritual  journey  with  service-directed  witness. 


Disciple  Bible  Study,  led  by  laity  and  clergy,  is  energizing 
many  of  our  churches.  If  your  congregation  is  not  involved, 
send  someone  to  the  next  training  session  scheduled  for  Feb. 

10-12,  1994,  in  Jackson,  Mississippi.  Call  the  Conference 
office  for  details. 

Cursillo,  where  laity  and  clergy  commit  themselves  to  a 
weekend  of  spiritual  renewal.  Many  of  those  who  go  through 
these  weekends  return  as  leaders  for  future  Cursillo  events. 

These  weekends  are  spiritually  enriching  —  and  fun! 

Youth  Happenings,  which  provide  youth  with  exciting 
weekend  experiences  of  faith  and  fellowship.  Our  Confer¬ 
ence  youth  provide  much  of  the  leadership.  Watch  for  dates. 

Pastors  and  youth  workers  —  share  this  information  with 
your  youth. 

Kairos,  which  is  a  spiritual  renewal  program  in  our  pris¬ 
ons.  Louisiana  lay  and  clergy  leadership  have  been  a  part  of 
two  kairos  weekends  in  Angola  Prison.  Eighty-four  prison¬ 
ers  participated  and  have  formed  Christian  fellowship 
groups  within  the  prison  with  ongoing  support  from  the  lead¬ 
ers  who  come  in  for  the  Kairos  weekends.  This  program  of 
spiritual  renewal  through  prison  ministry  is  rapidly  growing 
in  Louisiana,  and  really  making  the  mandate  of  Jesus  to  care 
for  “the  least  of  these”  come  alive. 

Volunteers  in  Mission,  what  an  exciting  program!  Over 
395  teams  have  had  work  projects  at  Sager-Brown  and  Dulac 
centers  and  the  groups  have  paid  their  own  way.  This  pro¬ 
gram  continues  to  expand  throughout  Louisiana.  If  you  de¬ 
sire  to  be  part  of  a  VIM  work  team  —  in  the  state  or  around 
the  world,  get  in  touch  with  your  pastor  or  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

The  Laity  Leadership  Conference;  I  urge  every  pastor  to 
encourage  emerging  lay  leadership  from  your  congregation 
to  participate  on  Nov.  13.  (See  article  this  issue).  This  is  an 
event  to  encourage  and  train  new  lay  leadership  for  our  Con¬ 
ference,  districts,  and  local  churches. 

These  programs  are  only  tips  of  the  iceberg  of  new  laity  that  are  rising  up  in 
our  churches.  And  they  are  sending  a  message  to  our  clergy  that  is  loud  and 
clear: 

The  day  is  past  for  business  as  usual  in  the  church!  Yes¬ 
terday's  pastoral  care  model  of  ministry  is  not  sufficient.  The 
pastor  as  maintenance  care-giver  and  system  administrator 
will  not  get  the  job  done!  We  are  calling  for  an  experiential 
and  service  directed  church!  We  want  to  combine  our  praise 
of  God  and  our  spiritual  search  so  we  can  serve  with  joy 
where  our  gifts  intersect  human  need. 

The  day  is  past  when  laity  are  content  to  sit  in  church  one  hour  a  week  as 
their  Christian  witness.  There  is  hunger  in  the  pew.  Where  clergy  take  serious¬ 
ly  their  own  spiritual  hunger  and  share  that  with  vulnerability  in  preaching  and 
teaching,  renewal  and  revitalization  are  on  the  way.  Clergy  are  a  part  of  the 
laos.  Baptism  precedes  ordination. 

The  day  is  past  when  we  pay  others  to  be  the  primary  missioners  of  the 
Church.  All  the  above  programs  are  by  volunteers  who  receive  no  remuneration 
or  expenses.  Yet  they  give  gladly  and  without  feeling  used. 

Spirituality  and  service;  faith  and  mission;  excitement  and  witness.  This  very 
intersection  is  where  the  flame  of  the  Holy  Spirit  meets  the  cross  of  disciple- 
ship. 


I  saw  10  pink  birds  on  my  lawn 


Imagine  the  shock  of  waking  to  find 
10  pink  flamingoes  on  your  lawn.  That 
kind  of  “flocking”  happened  to  lots  of 
unsuspecting  folks  in  Springhill  recently 
and  it  could  happen  again. 

Members  of  the  Junior  High  United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  Spring- 
hill  UMC  developed  a  fun  way  to  raise 
money  for  missions. 

They  bought  pink,  plastic  yard  fla¬ 
mingoes  and  decorated  them  “beauti¬ 
fully”  with  sunglasses,  gaudy  ties, 
jewelry  and  party  hats. 

The  entire  “flock"  was  placed  on  the 
lawn  of  a  church  member.  An  accompa¬ 
nying  note  explained  that  the  birds 
would  be  removed  free  of  charge  by  the 
UMYF  but  the  recipient  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  having  the  flamingoes  placed  in 
another  member’s  yard,  for  a  donation. 

The  birds  were  such  a  hit  that  a  sec- 
local  newspaper.  Non-members  asked 
for  a  chance  to  “bird”  their  friends,  too. 

In  two  months  the  project  raised  over 
$700  for  missions!  The  youths  used  the 
money  for  a  trip  to  Jeanerette,  La., 
where  they  did  volunteer  hurricane  re¬ 
lief  work. 
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124  local  churches  100  percent  paid  up 
on  year's  apportionments  due  January  5 


Connectional  ministry’s  apportion¬ 
ments  for  1993  (100  percent)  have  been 
submitted  by  124  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference’s  571  churches  and  many  others 
are  on  schedule  to  pay  100  percent  by 
Dec.  31,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Confer¬ 
ence  treasurer,  reports. 

Louisiana  Conference  churches  paid 
$3,1 18,045  or  54.32  percent  for  appor¬ 
tionments  to  the  Conference  treasurer’s 
office  during  the  first  nine  months  of 
1993. 

Apportionment  receipts  are  $79,673 
less  than  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
1992.  This  translates  into  2.66  percent 
less  in  apportionment  receipts.  “This 
fact  gives  cause  for  some  concern,  “Car¬ 
away  said. 

“One  plausible  explanation  is  that 
over  the  last  three  months  a  total  of 
$480,892.76  has  been  received  for  the 
Conference  Center  and  for  flood  relief,” 


Conference  rates 
for  insurance  set 

Louisiana  Conference  health  in¬ 
surance  rates  for  the  upcoming  year 
are  projected  following  an  account¬ 
ing  of  the  claims  ratio  through  Oc¬ 
tober  each  year. 

Churches  need  this  information 
for  budget  planning  for  1994.  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  should  have 
the  new  rates  available  by  the  end 
of  November. 

Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Louisiana 
pension  officer,  said,  “  In  the 
meantime,  we  suggest  that  churches 
plan  on  a  10  percent  projected  in¬ 
crease  as  the  program  is  currently 
running  behind  in  the  ratio  of 
claims  to  premiums.” 


In  partnership 
with  Christ's  work 

Apportionments  are  not  a  tax.  They 
are  part  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  con¬ 
nectional  church. 

■  Apportionments  make  possible 
ministries  that  no  one  local  congrega¬ 
tion  could  accomplish  alone. 

■  Apportioned  giving  brings  us  into 
partnership  in  the  work  of  Christ 
throughout  the  world. 

■  When  we  pay  100  percent  of  our 
apportionments,  we  have  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  knowing  that  we  have  responded 
to  the  call  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  and  to 
minister  to  human  need.  We  know  that 
our  giving  has  made  a  difference. 

—  From  the 

Baton  Rouge  District  Herald 


The  Junior  High  UMYF  of  Springhill  UMC,  ABOVE,  work  on  their  pink  fla¬ 
mingo  project  that  raised  $700  for  missions  in  two  months. 

UMYF  develops  fun  project 


ond  “flock"  was  soon  needed. 

The  unique  project  is  getting  news 
coverage  including  the  front  page  of  the 
Assisting  the  youths  with  “bird  re¬ 
moval”  were  counselors,  Kaye  Cage, 
Dianne  Putman  and  Linda  Reed. 

The  project  has  been  put  on  hold  but 
is  expected  to  start  up  again,  any  day 
now,  according  to  the  ministers,  Revs. 
Ron  and  Kathy  Dauphin. 

Some  morning  when  you  least  expect 
it . . . 


he  added.  “This  response  is  truly  out¬ 
standing.” 

In  the  first  five  months  of  the  year, 
apportionments 
were  running  A 

ahead  of  compara- 
ble  1992  figures. 

“  Payment  of  the 
apportionments 
are  of  the  utmost 
importance,”  Car¬ 
away  said,  ‘‘be¬ 
cause  so  many 
persons  and  pro-  Dr.  Stone  Caraway 
grams  are  counting  on  our  apportion¬ 
ment  gifts.” 

Churches  should  also  remember  that 
the  apportionments,  in  the  long-stand¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  tradition,  are  the 
first  line  of  giving. 

“All  other  forms  of  ministry,  as  im¬ 
portant  as  they  are,  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  ‘second  mile’  giving,”  Caraway 
mentioned.  “A  strong  effort  was  made 
by  the  Conference  Center  Board  to  con¬ 
vey  this,  especially  in  regard  to  giving  to 
the  Center.” 

November  and  December  are  always 
the  greatest  months  for  giving  to  mis- 
sional  causes.  “All  of  the  local  churches 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  will  want 
to  give  their  best  effort  to  reach  the  goal 
of  100  percent  support  of  connectional 
ministries,”  Caraway  stated. 

Churches  listed  below  have  reached 
this  goal.  A  year-end  report  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  as  soon  as  possible  after  Jan.  5, 
■1994,  the  final  day  for  receiving  1993 
remittances  in  the  Conference  office. 

The  following  churches,  listed  by  dis¬ 
tricts,  have  paid  100  percent  as  of  Sept.  28: 

Acadiana 

Briggs,  Franklin/Asbury,  McGowen. 
Jeanerette/St.  Paul,  Fitzgerald,  Mt. 
Zion,  Palmetto,  Napoleonville/Wesley, 
New  Roads,  Vacherie  and  Magnolia. 


Alexandria 

Fellowship,  Trinity,  Pleasant  Grove, 
Wilton,  Sander’s  Chapel,  Strange,  Lahey 
Chapel,  Union,  Evergreen,  White’s  Cha¬ 
pel,  Campti,  St.  Maurice,  Emmanuel,  Be- 
lah,  Bayou  Chicot,  Cheneyville,  Martha- 
ville,  Beulah,  Sieper,  College  Avenue, 
Urania,  St.  Mark’s,  Pollock,  Liberty  Cha¬ 
pel,  Weaver,  Eddy  Justiss  Memorial, 
Eden,  Winnfield/First,  Couley. 


Baton  Rouge 

Andrew’s  Chapel,  Clear  Creek,  Don¬ 
aldson  ville/First,  Donaldson  ville/St. 
Peter,  Belle  Rose/St.  James,  Bluff  Creek 
and  Tunica. 

Lake  Charles 

Maxie,  Elizabeth,  Hopewell,  Pine 
Grove,  Kaplan,  Hayes,  Holly  Grove, 
Oakdale,  Pine  Prairie,  Ebenezer, 
Branch  and  Hackberry. 

Monroe 

Baskin,  Pioneer,  Holly  Ridge,  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  St.  Joseph,  Wesley,  Har¬ 
risonburg/First. 

New  Orleans 

Arabi,  Golden  Meadow,  Hahnville/ 
St.  James,  Thomas  and  Lutcher. 

North  Shore 

Independence,  Wesley  Ray,  Live 
Oak,  Thirkield,  Harry’s  Chapel,  Wald¬ 
heim,  Center,  Darlington,  Wesley  Cha¬ 
pel,  James  Chapel,  Livingston,  Tali- 
sheek,  Pine  Ridge,  Tickfaw/Nesom 
Memorial,  Sun,  Bush  and  Mangum 
Chapel. 

Ruston 

Ansley,  Arizona,  Beech  Grove,  Beu¬ 


lah,  Concord,  Choudrant,  Douglas, 
Clay,  Mt.  Nebo,  Sibley,  Gibsland,  Oak 
Grove,  Shongaloo,  Dodson,  Wesley 
Chapel,  Lisbon,  Mt.  Zion,  Bethlehem, 
Sarepta,  Whitehall  and  Evergreen. 

Shreveport 

Wesley  Chapel,  Crossroads,  Bethany, 
Hosston,  Gilliam,  Ida,  Rodessa,  Oil 
City,  Rosa,  St.  Matthew,  Shady  Grove, 
Converse,  Noble,  Haughton  and 
Shreveport/Trinity. 


Conference  rules 
mandate  payments 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
rules  state,  “All  remittances  for  the 
preceding  year  shall  be  mailed  to 
the  Conference  treasurer  no  later 
than  the  Monday  after  the  first 
Sunday  in  January  (Jan.  3,  1994) 
and  the  pastor’s  reports  number 
one  and  number  two  shall  be 
turned  in  and  checked  by  auditors 
at  district  meetings  . . .” 

These  district  meetings  are  to  be 
held  between  Jan  10-14.  District 
superintendents  will  schedule  each 
pastor  and  church  for  specific 
times. 

Due  to  the  closing  of  the  books  of 
the  General  Church  and  the  audit 
session  week,  the  Conference  trea¬ 
surer’s  books  will  be  closed  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  5,  1994. 

All  1993  remittances  must  be  in 
the  Conference  office  no  later  than 
Wednesday,  Jan.  5,  1994,  in  order 
to  get  credit  for  1993. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  about  meet¬ 
ing  this  deadline,  contact  the  office 
of  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  by  Tuesday, 
Jan.  4,  1994. 


Louisiana  UM  Laity  Conference  Nov.  13 
designed  to  attract,  train  new  leaders 


“Developing  Leaders  for  the  21st 
Century:  A  Challenge  to  United  Meth¬ 
odists,”  is  the  theme  for  the  Louisiana 
Laity  Leadership  Conference  scheduled 
for  Saturday,  Nov.  13,  in  First  UMC, 
Mexandria.  Keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Robert  S.  Brewer  of  Shreveport,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  faculty,  Centenary  College 
Executive  MBA  Program. 

Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Board  of 
Laity  of  which  Judge  Carl  Stewart  is 
chair,  the  conference  is  open  to  all  lay 
persons  in  the  Conference.  Its  aim  is  to 
attract,  not  only  persons  who  have  been 
elected  to  positions  on  the  local,  district 
and  conference  levels,  but  also  those 
who  are  likely  to  be  elected  during  this 
quadrennium.  Special  emphasis  will  be 
given  to  identify  and  inspire  new  lead¬ 
ers. 

Ethnics  and  youth 

Especially  sought  for  leadership  train¬ 
ing  are  persons  of  diverse  racial  and 


ethnic  backgrounds  and  youth  and 
young  adults. 

The  conference  will  focus  on  “The 
Art  and  Heart  of  Leadership,"  “How  to 
Work  Effectively  With  Others,”  “Using 
United  Methodist  Structures  for  Ac¬ 
tion,”  “Empower¬ 
ing  Lay  Volunteers 
for  Ministry”  and 
‘‘Deploying  Class 
Leaders  for  Con¬ 
gregational  Minis¬ 
try.” 

Included  in  the 
conference  format 
will  be  worship, 
speakers,  fellow- 
Dr.  Robert  Brewer  ship,  presenters, 
resourcing  and  discussion. 

The  purpose  is  to  provide  persons 
throughout  the  Conference  with  materi¬ 
als,  resources,  ideas  and  models  to  help 
them  become  more  effective  in  their 
ministry  as  leaders  in  the  church  and 


community. 

Other  leaders 

Other  speakers  and  presenters  are: 
Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent;  Dr.  Tom  Matheny 
of  Hammond,  president.  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  United  Methodist  Church; 
Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent;  Marilyn  Oden,  au¬ 
thor,  lecturer  and  church  leader,  and 
Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrili,  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  conference 
but  registration  is  requested.  Encour¬ 
aged  is  the  use  of  church  vans  and  car 
pools.  Transportation  vouchers  will  be 
available  at  the  registration  table.  The 
Laity  Board  is  underwriting  the  event. 

To  register  send  name,  address, 
church  and  district  to:  Willie  Packer, 
Board  of  Laity  Secretary,  P.O.  Box  851, 
Slidell,  LA  70459. 


How  to  use  the  dynamic  new  Book  of  Worship 
to  breathe  new  life  into  worship  experiences 


The  Rev.  Bill  Sirman,  ABOVE,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Hall  Summit  UMC,  gets  help 
with  the  offering  from  Chris  Conly, 
3  year-old.  When  the  pastor  asked 
some  teens  to  take  the  offering  at  a 
service,  Chris,  boldly  announced  in 
church  that  he  had  "practiced  at 
home."  He  had  used  a  book  as  the 
collection  plate  which  he  passed  to 
family  members.  Since  that  time, 
the  minister  reports,  "Chris  has 
been  an  excellent  offering  taker!" 


The  United  Methodist  Book  of  Wor¬ 
ship,  published  last  year,  is  a  dynamic, 
vital  resource  for  the  local  church,  one 
that  often  lies  dormant  on  our  shelves, 
the  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  Conference  direc¬ 
tor  of  worship  and  Christian  Education, 
said. 

“We  can  use  this  exciting  resource  to 
breathe  new  life  into  our  worship  expe¬ 
rience,”  she  continued. 

To  help  local  church  worship  leaders 
of  the  Conference  to  better  use  the  re¬ 
source,  three  Tri-District  Training 
Events  are  planned.  Pastors,  musicians, 
music  directors,  worship  chairpersons 
and  other  worship  leaders  or  worship 
planners  are  urged  to  participate. 


Chaplains  will  be  honored  with  special  week 


Governor  Edwin  Edwards  has  pro¬ 
claimed  Oct.  24  to  Oct.  30  as  Pastoral 
Care  Week  in  Louisiana.  During  that 
time,  appreciation  will  be  shown  for  the 
work  of  pastoral  care  givers  in  such  facili¬ 
ties  as  medical,  health  care,  mental,  cor¬ 
rectional,  hospice,  military,  homes  for  the 
aging,  and  alcohol  and  drug  treatment 
centers.  Some  chaplains  even  serve  in  air¬ 
ports  or  in  corporate  industries. 

Many  of  our  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  serve  as  chaplains  and  are 
among  those  to  be  honored. 


“It  has  been  said  that  chaplains  go 
where  the  church  cannot  go  and  minis¬ 
ter  where  the  church  cannot  minister,” 
Chaplain  Walter  C.  Worthy,  director, 
governmental  relations,  Louisiana 
Chaplains  Association,  stated. 

Our  United  Methodist  chaplains  are 
ordained  elders  and  professionals  who 
are  well-educated  and  who  have  been 
clinically  trained  to  help  suffering  per¬ 
sons  and  their  families  through  intense 
crisis  situations. 


“It  is  the  chaplain’s  responsibility  to 
provide  competent  religious  and  spiri¬ 
tual  counseling  to  very  troubled  per¬ 
sons,”  Worthy  said.  “The  healing  of 
persons  with  shattered  self-esteem, 
overwhelming  anxieties,  broken  rela¬ 
tionships  and  the  sense  of  isolation  and 
loneliness  can  be  accomplished  by 
chaplains  who  are  able  to  build  faith 
and  hope  in  the  lives  of  people." 

Chaplains  are  equipped  to  respond  to 
the  emotional  as  well  as  the  religious 
needs  of  individuals. 


The  worship  book  includes  blessings 
for  various  persons  including  graduates, 
those  celebrating  birthdays,  those  who 
work  and  those  who  are  unemployed. 

Occasional  Ser¬ 
vices  include  “The 
Love  Feast,”  an  or¬ 
der  for  the  Com¬ 
missioning  of 
Class  Leaders  and 
a  Service  for  Bless¬ 
ing  of  a  Home. 

Healing  services 
and  prayers  make 
up  one  whole  sec¬ 
tion.  District  and  Annual  Conference 
Services  include  Order  of  Commitment 
for  Lay  Speakers  and  A  Service  of  Fare¬ 
well  to  a  Bishop  or  District  Superinten¬ 
dent. 

There  is  a  section  on  Prayers  for  Vari¬ 
ous  Occasions  —  For  Wisdom,  Psalms 
of  Petition,  In  Time  of  Natural  Disaster 


The  Louisiana  Chaplains  Association 
has  received  assistance  from  John  Trav¬ 
is  of  the  Louisiana  House  of  Represen¬ 
tative  who  will  sponsor  a  legislative  bill 
to  promote  a  well-educated  and  clinical¬ 
ly-trained,  certified  chaplaincy  in  the 
state. 


and  For  Purity,  plus  many  more.  The 
book  includes  Prayers  of  Thanksgiving, 
Daily  Praise  and  Prayer,  Confession, 
Assurance  and  Pardon,  services,  re¬ 
sponses  and  litanies  for  various  times  of 
the  church  year  including  special  Sun¬ 
days  such  as  United  Methodist  Student 
Day  and  Laity  Sunday. 

Facilitators  for  the  three  training 
events  will  be:  Akin;  Rosalie  Branigan, 
teacher,  author  and  choreographer  for 
creative  worship;  Suzanne  Cate,  direc¬ 
tor  of  music,  diaconal  minister,  Noel 
UMC,  Shreveport;  Micky  Cloud,  diaco¬ 
nal  minister  of  music.  Trinity  UMC, 
Ruston,  and  Rev.  Ryan  Horton,  pastor, 
First  UMC,  Leesville,  Worship  Chair, 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Acadiana,  Alexandria  and  Lake 
Charles  districts  will  meet  Saturday, 
Oct.  30,  from  9  a.m.  to  noon  in  First 
UMC,  Lafayette. 

Monroe,  Ruston  and  Shreveport  dis¬ 
tricts  are  to  gather  Sunday,  Nov. 7,  from 
3  to  6  p.m.  in  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston. 

Meeting  Thursday,  Nov.  11,  from  2 
to  5  p.m.  in  First  UMC,  Hammond, 
will  be  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans  and 
North  Shore  districts. 

Register  by  contacting  district  super¬ 
intendents’  offices. 
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A  time  for  influencing 
post-cold  war  policy 


Should  U.S.  Christians  encourage 
our  nation's  political  and  military 
leaders  to  play  "moral  police”  to  a 
post-cold  war  world? 

Such  a  question  was  scarcely 
thinkable  prior  to  the  demise  of  the 
Soviet  Union  as  the  world’s  “other 
superpower.”  Checked  by  the  oth¬ 
er's  power,  neither  the  U.S.  nor  the 
U.S.S.R.  dared  willy-nilly  to  impose 
its  will  on  other  nations,  much  less 
on  each  other. 

Recent  U.S.  responses  to  a  range  of 
hot  spots  worldwide,  however,  show 
how  times  have  changed.  Beginning 
with  the  Persian  Gulf  war,  U.S.  mus¬ 
cle  in  the  service  of  “just  causes”  is 
on  display  around  the  globe,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Haiti  and  Somalia. 

We  believe  that  mainstream  Chris¬ 
tians  have  a  rare  opportunity  amid 
these  and  other  complex  matters  in 
international  relations  to  help  influ¬ 
ence  our  nation’s  post-cold  war  for¬ 
eign  policy.  For  both  practical  and 
theological  reasons,  we  should  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity. 

From  a  practical  standpoint,  it  is 
increasingly  clear  that  world  and 
national  leaders  are  scrambling  to 
discern  what  it  means  to  live  on  a 
planet  whose  fate  isn’t  directly  tied 
to  conflict  between  a  "good  em¬ 
pire”  and  an  “evil  empire.” 

If  we  don’t  take  advantage  of  that 
opening  by  speaking  up  when  we 
have  the  chance,  we  have  little  right 
to  complain  if  we  don’t  approve  of 
the  outcome. 

In  speaking  up,  from  a  theological 
standpoint,  Christians  should  rejoice 
that  we  apparently  are  beyond  an 
oversimplified  approach  to  world  af¬ 
fairs.  We  know  that  all  have  sinned 
and  that  potential  for  good  and  evil 
exists  throughout  creation,  including 
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both  individuals  and  nations. 

Hence,  we  should  caution  shapers 
of  current  and  future  foreign  policy 
to  avoid  adopting  similarly  noble¬ 
sounding  oversimplifications— for 
example,  an  assumption  of  our  na¬ 
tion's  moral  superiority  merely  be¬ 
cause  we  “won”  the  cold  war. 

Such  an  assumption  promotes  a 
questionable  policy  of  “moral  polic¬ 
ing”  in  places  such  as  Somalia  and 
Haiti.  And  such  a  policy  risks  im¬ 
posing,  perhaps  counterproductive- 
ly,  U.S.  values  on  cultures  that  are 
unready  or  unwilling  to  receive 
them.  It  also  leaves  unanswered 
questions  regarding  why  some  situ¬ 
ations  are  more  morally  worthy  of 
attention  than  others. 

Who  says  so? 

On  what  grounds? 

If  anyone  is  asking  such  basic 
questions,  we  are  unaware  of  them. 

Hence,  we  encourage  both  indi¬ 
viduals  and  congregations  to  reflect 
on  such  matters  in  light  of  biblical 
principles  and  to  share  those  reflec¬ 
tions  with  our  elected  leaders. 

Among  questions  that  we  should 
pose  to  them  and  to  ourselves  are 
the  following: 

Is  foreign  policy  that  is  based  on 
general  moral  principles  inherently 
superior  to  a  policy  rooted  in  a  con¬ 
cept  of  national  self-interest,  which 
theologically  might  be  stated  as  a 
conception  of  God’s  will  for  us? 

How  essential  is  it  that  we  clarify 
God’s  will  for  our  own  nation  be¬ 
fore  we  begin  to  assume  that  we 
know  what  it  is  for  others? 
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Should  Christians  encourage  U.S.  military  and  political  leaders  to 
intervene  in  the  internal  politics  of  unstable  countries  like  Haiti,  the 
home  of  this  woman  who  carefully  nurtures  the  fire  under  a  pot  of 
food?  The  recent  violent  situations  in  Haiti  and  Somalia  have 
caused  people  throughout  the  country  to  question  U.S.  interests  in 
those  countries.  Should  Christians  seek  to  influence  our  nation's 
post-cold  war  foreign  policy  (see  editorial  at  left)? 


Pulling  back  from  the  NCC? 


So  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  finally  “pulling  back"  from  the 
politically  left-leaning  National 
Council  of  Churches  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  1).  Good! 

Perhaps  the  time  has  come  for  our 
church’s  bureaucracy  to  “pull  back” 
from  their  habit  of  issuing  statements 
regarding  domestic  political  issues 
which  have  not  been  approved  by 
General  Conference  action. 

Here  is  a  recent  example:  The 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  social  action  agency,  opposes 
the  proposed  North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement  (see  UMR,  Oct. 

1 ),  yet  no  such  action  has  been  tak¬ 
en  by  General  Conference. 

This  type  of  political  involve¬ 
ment  is  one  of  the  major  reasons  for 
the  steady  and  rapid  decline  in 
United  Methodist  membership. 

Our  peace-loving  church  should 
be  supporting  NAFTA  to  reduce 
tariffs  and  other  trade  barriers  be¬ 
tween  the  US,  Canada  and  Mexico 
since  “where  goods  flow,  soldiers 
do  not  go.” 

Charles  B.  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Ill. 

By  what  authority? 

In  recommending  an  acknowl¬ 
edged  lesbian  for  ordained  ministry, 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  of 
the  Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  claims — using  the  venerable 
language  of  Martin  Luther — that 
their  “consciences  are  held  captive  to 
the  Word  of  God”  and  that  they  are 
obeying  “God  rather  than  human  au¬ 
thority”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  10). 

This  leads  me  to  ask:  Exactly  what 
"Word  of  God”  is  it  that  they  are  re¬ 
ferring  to  here?  Is  it  the  word  of  God 
contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments? 

Apparently  not,  for  wherever  the 
word  of  God  has  been  reasonably 
discerned  in  the  Scripture,  tradi- 
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lion,  and  experience  of  the  historic 
church,  it  nowhere  sanctions  or  en¬ 
courages  homosexuality  or  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  homosexual  persons  to 
the  priesthood  or  ministry.  Indeed, 
the  opposite  seems  to  be  the  case. 

Ironically,  the  “Word  of  God" 
they  claim  to  uphold  appears  to  be 
the  very  “human  authority”  they 
eschew:  the  human  authority  of 
modern  day  sexual  morality  and  po¬ 
litical  correctness. 

Marc  Rogers 
Evant,  Texas 

They're  not  exempt 

Regarding  the  recent  reports  on 
discrimination  lawsuits  against  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.: 

The  board  may  be  legally  exempt 
from  paying  Illinois  unemployment 
insurance  but  that  does  not  make  it 
exempt  from  doing  that  which  is 
morally  and  ethically  responsible. 

Whatever  happened  to  churches 
setting  a  good  example  for  the  com¬ 
munity?  • 

Ray  Frey 

Pasco,  Washington 

Welcome  all  people 

We  recently  read  about  the  recon¬ 
ciling  congregations  in  Troy  and 
Minnesota  conferences  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  10). 

I  hope  you  will  soon  print  an  arti¬ 
cle  about  transforming  congrega¬ 
tions  who  also  welcome  all  people 
into  our  churches  regardless  of  their 
sexual  orientation,  with  that  won¬ 
derful  promise  from  the  Bible 
which  is  the  hope  of  us  all:  “Do  not 
be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  be 
transformed  by  the  renewal  of  your 
mind”  Romans  12:2. 


This  summer  l  was  lucky  to  get  to 
a  workshop  led  by  Robert  Kuyper 
at  the  Aldersgate  conference  in 
Denver.  He  fully  portrayed  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  love,  which  the  trans¬ 
forming  movement  is: 

■  A  love  for  God  that  desires  to 
glorify  God  in  all  things  and  calls 
the  people  of  God  to  costly  submis¬ 
sion  and  obedience  to  His  will; 

■  A  love  for  Scripture  which  is 
our  standard  for  all  truth  and  life  in 
Christ; 

■  A  love  for  the  church  as  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  body  of  Christ  in  the 
world,  radiating  the  hope  of  salva¬ 
tion  and  transformation  for  those 
who  give  their  lives  to  Christ  as 
Savior  and  Lord; 

■  A  love  for  homosexual  per¬ 
sons — persons  of  sacred  worth  who 
bear  the  wounds  of  fallen  humanity 
and  need  the  healing  only  Christ 
can  bring. 

Carol  Gulley 
Denver,  Colorado 

Nostalgia  for  'Unde  Will' 

It  was  with  great  interest  and  a  bit 
of  nostalgia  that  I  read  that  “Great 
Is  Thy  Faithfulness”  made  the  Top- 
Ten  list  of  favorite  “new"  hymns  in 
your  reader  survey  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
17). 

Your  reporter,  however,  in  quoting 
from  Sam  Young’s  “Companion  to 
the  Hymnal,”  left  out  the  fact  that 
William  M.  Runyan  was  the  compos¬ 
er  of  the  hymn  tune  and  that  he  was 
a  Methodist  preacher.  Thomas  O. 
Chisholm  wrote  the  text. 

William  M.  Runyan  was  my  “Un¬ 
cle  Will,”  and  I  remember,  as  a 
child,  singing  it  with  him  at  my 
mother’s  piano. 

Many  congregations  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  this  hymn  through  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
“Supplement  to  the  Book  of 
Hymns,”  edited  by  Jane  Marshall 
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and  printed  in  1981. 

Sara  Collins 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


What  if ...  ? 

Welcome  to  the  family  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  Clay  An¬ 
thony  Ford!  The  church  is  happy  to 
claim  you  for  Christ,  and  I  rejoice 
in  your  personal  decision  for  Christ 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  13). 

Blessings  on  your  pastor.  Randy 
Nix,  who  went  beyond  the  admoni¬ 
tion  to  “visit  the  prisoner”  to  the 
fulfillment,  “make  disciples  of  all.” 
How  blest  is  the  congregation  of  St. 
James  for  his  pastoral  labors  and 
your  Christian  fellowship. 

Now  what  will  be  the  response  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  should  God  call, 
and  Clay  Anthony  Ford  respond,  to 
full-time  ministry  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church? 

M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Urbana,  III. 

'My  dad's  not  a  quitter' 

On  July  25,  1993,  a  grueling  twen¬ 
ty-seven  day  battle  with  the  mighty 
Mississippi  River  ended  in  heart¬ 
ache.  The  levee  broke  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  at  1 1 :20  a.m.  and  waters  covered 
our  wheat  fields  and  bean  fields. 

Now  we  can  only  watch  as  the 
dreams  of  our  parents  and  our  own 
dreams  disappear  before  our  very 
eyes.  My  dad  is  not  a  quitter,  and 
he  tells  my  younger  brother  and  me 
that  we  will  make  it  through  this 
somehow.  Our  hearts  are  saddened 
as  we  sense  his  uncertainties  and 
see  the  sorrow  in  his  eyes. 

Destiny  Dunker,  age  14 
Kinderhook,  Illinois 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“I  have  said  this  to  you,  so  that  in 
me  you  may  have  peace.  In  the 
world  you  face  persecution.  But 
take  courage;  I  have  conquered  the 
world.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Mark  10:15) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  24 

Sunday:  Psalms  90: 1  -6 
Monday:  Psalms  90: 13-17 
Tuesday:  Deuteronomy  34:1-8 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  34:9-12 
Thursday:  1  Thessalonians  2:1-4 
Friday:  1  Thessalonians  1:5-8 
Saturday:  Matthew  22:34-46 


How  to  find  joy,  joy,  joy 
after  three  days  of  VBS 


By  DEE  NEWMAN  WALSH 

What  you  must  absolutely  under¬ 
stand  is  that  until  recently  I  was 
gainfully  employed  by  a  major  cor¬ 
poration  and  had  been  immersed  in 
numbers,  electronic  spreadsheets, 
databases  and  all  that  comprises  the 
business  world. 

Therefore,  you  will  intuitively  de¬ 
duce  that  children  for  me  are  these 
often  delightful,  just  as  often  grumpy 
little  bundles  which  I  have  enjoyed  or 
disdained,  as  the  case  may  have 
been,  from  a  chosen  distance. 

That  chosen  distance  has  been 
my  sister’s  house  on  the  other  side 
of  town  where  the  two  bundles  of 
my  family’s  next  generation  conve¬ 
niently  reside. 

Got  the  picture?  This  is  the  person 
who  walked  into  Vacation  Bible 
School  on  a  Monday  morning  this 
past  summer  to  “help”  with  pre¬ 
school  singing.  Somewhere,  somehow, 
someone  got  the  idea  that  because  I 
am  in  the  church  choir  I  would  be  a 
perfect  addition  to  the  team. 

I  reluctantly  accepted  this  mis¬ 
sion  and  appeared  well  before  the 
appointed  hour. 

Three  and  a  half  of  the  longest 
hours  of  my  life  later,  I  was  seriously 
considering  calling  the  adoption 
agency  through  which  my  husband, 
Rick,  and  I  are  adopting  15-month- 
old  twins.  I  intended  to  suggest  that 
something  very  terrible  had  occurred 
in  my  life  which  was  going  to  pre¬ 
clude  our  completing  the  adoption. 

The  next  thing  you  must  under¬ 
stand  is  that  my  sister,  Celia,  is  one 
of  those  intensely  gifted  women 
who  is  able  to  communicate  with 
humanity  on  any  level. 

This  paradigm  of  a  mother  has 
been  a  pre-school  teacher  for  several 
years.  I  have  often  observed  her  un¬ 
canny  ability  to  respond  creatively  to 
almost  any  child  and  to  do  so  with 
more  love  than  I  suppose  I  have. 

The  response  is  predictable:  She 
wins  hearts  and  souls.  So  gathering 
my  wits  and  a  great  deal  of  re¬ 
straint,  I  called  Celia. 

By  the  end  of  the  conversation, 
she  had  recalled  for  me  of  all  the 
fun  little  ditties  we  had  learned  in 
Bible  school  many  years  ago.  And 
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she  taught  me  some  new  ones. 

And  guess  what?  By  the  end  of 
VBS  Day  #2,  I  had  marched  and 
ridden  a  horse  and  flown  a  plane 
and  turned  in  circles  and  stomped 
my  feet  and  shaken  my  finger  and 
clapped  my  hands  and  sat  on  a  pro¬ 
verbial  tack  and  screamed  “ouch” 
and  “hooray”  so  many  times  that  I 
was  exhausted,  hoarse,  satisfied — 
and  deeply  touched. 

And  God  had  worked  a  miracle. 

That  night  Rick  politely  indulged 
me  as  I  regaled  him  with  my  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  day’s  faces.  Most  won- 
drously,  I  found  that,  to  a  child,  I 
had  seen  something  lovely,  some¬ 
thing  endearing,  something  worth¬ 
while  in  each  tiny  face. 

Naturally,  the  ones  who  readily 
imitated  my  actions,  trying  to  re¬ 
peat  all  the  words  to  songs  they 
could  not  possibly  understand, 
caught  my  attention  first. 

But  even  the  ones  who  just  would 
rather  have  been  somewhere  else  or 
those  who  stayed  in  the  ozone — and 
some  did — were  amazing  to  me. 

And  by  the  end  of  VBS  Day  #3, 
the  undisciplined  horror  of  a  little 
boy — who  on  days  one  and  two  pro¬ 
nounced  everything  and  everybody 
to  be  “stupid” — didn’t  make  that 
same  pronouncement  and  fell  right 
in  with  the  rest  who  were  singing  at 
the  top  of  their  lungs. 

Finally,  you  must  know  one  more 
thing:  Of  course  I  am  not  going  to 
make  that  call  to  the  adoption  agen¬ 
cy.  Instead,  I  am  going  to  hope 
against  hope  that  just  as  these  an¬ 
gels  have  for  me  this  week,  one  day 
my  children’s  faces  will  put  the 
“JOY,  JOY,  JOY,  JOY  down  in  my 
heart — down  in  my  heart  to  stay.” 


What  others  are  saying 


“Too  often  the  images  of  the 
world  around  us  take  over,  and  con¬ 
sequently  we  as  a 
church  are  treat¬ 
ed  as  just  anoth¬ 
er  institution 
among  other  in¬ 
stitutions.  It  is 
important  for  us 
to  take  a  look  at 
what  is  happen¬ 
ing.. .so  that,  rather  than  the  mission 
of  the  church  being  defined  as  a  way 
of  strengthening  an  institution,  the 
church  can  be  faithful  to  what  it 
means  to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  world.” 

—  Bishop  William  W.  Dew,  Jr. 
(Portland,  Ore.,  Area)  speaking  to 


the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 


“When  money  is  not  invested  by 
faith,  it  will  be  extracted  by  fear.” 

— The  Rev.  Milton  Guttierrez,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  Dallas,  Texas. 

*  *  * 

“Serious  illness,  accidents  and 
the  normal  aging  process  create  lim¬ 
itations  for  us  all.  How  appropriate 
it  is  to  thank  God  for  each  moment 
of  good  health  and  free  movement! 
And  more  important,  how  thankful 
we  can  be  that  God  continues  to 
draw  us  into  ministry  despite  our 
limitations.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  David 
J.  Lawson  (Illinois  Area). 
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CATCH  THE  SPIRIT. .  .TELEVIS/p 


Ever  wonder 
if  television 
will  be 

worth  watching 
again? 


Find  out  this  week! 

I  wngM 


Watch  Catch  the  Spirit  with  your  family  this  week! 

Tuesdays  7:30  p.m.,  Thursdays  2:30  p.m.  and  Saturdays  2:30  a.m.  (ET) 
on  the  VISN  Cable  Network. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  get  VISN  in  your  area 


Catch  the  Spirit  is  produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications. 
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MESSAGE  TO  FLOOD  VICTIMS: 

Recent  messages  to  church  officials  in  the  Iowa 
and  Missouri  East  Conferences  from  United 
Methodists  in  Africa  have  offered  “prayer  pow¬ 
er”  for  victims  of  Midwest  Floods.  In  West  Af¬ 
rica,  United  Methodist  Bishop  D.  Peter  Dabale 
(Nigeria  Area)  expressed  “shock  and  grief’  to 
partner  churches  in  Iowa  following  “the  terrific 
images  of  the  flood  disaster  being  flashed  on  the 
screens  of  our  television  sets.”  “We  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  offer  you,”  said  the  bishop,  “[other]  than 
to  pray  to  God  almighty  to  grant  you  the  forti¬ 
tude  to  bear  the  loss.”  In  Southeast  Africa, 
United  Methodist  missionary  Carolyn  S.  Belshe 
of  Mozambique  said  United  Methodists  in  the 
town  of  Inhambane  have  offered  prayers.  The 
Chicuque  Hospital  choir  has  also  written  a  song 
about  the  flood  to  remember  the  suffering  of 
persons  in  Missouri. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT:  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area) 
is  expected  to  be  named 
president-elect  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches 
in  November.  If  elected,  he 
will  begin  a  two-year  term 
in  November  1995.  Bishop 
Talbert’s  name  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  for  confirmation  to 
the  council’s  governing 
board  at  its  Nov.  10-12  Melvin  Talbert 
meeting.  If  elected,  Bishop  Talbert  will  be  the 
first  United  Methodist  to  serve  in  the  NCC’s 
highest  unsalaried  leadership  post  since  former 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  who  resigned  the 
presidency  in  late  1983. 

BOYCOTT  CONTINUES:  United 

Methodism’s  social  action  agency  says  the 
church-wide  boycott  of  Royal  Dutch/Shell 
should  be  maintained  until  the  church’s  legisla¬ 
tive  assembly  terminates  the  boycott.  Elected 
directors  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  were  reminded  this  month  that  the  1988 
General  Conference  passed  a  resolution,  which 
said,  "Participation  in  the  boycott  will  end 
when  Royal  Dutch/Shell  withdraws  from  South 
Africa  and  terminates  all  license  and  franchise 
agreements  with  South  African  entities  or  when 
the  apartheid  system  ceases.”  Although  the 
United  Nations  may  end  the  arms  embargo  af¬ 
ter  South  Africa’s  elections  in  April  1994,  only 
General  Conference  can  end  the  church’s  eco¬ 
nomic  boycott. 

EVANGELIST  DIES:  The  Rev.  Bernard 
Coffindaffer,  68,  an  evangelist  and  former  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister,  who  spent  $3  million 
dollars  building  trios  of  crosses  beside  roads  in 
29  states,  the  Philippines  and  Zambia,  died  on 
Oct.  8,  in  Craigsville,  W.  Va.  Mr.  Coffindaffer, 
who  built  1,842  crosses,  said  in  a  1991  inter¬ 
view  that  “the  crosses  were  to  remind  people 
that  Jesus  was  crucified  on  a  cross  at  Calvary 
for  our  sins  and  He  will  soon  return.” 


Beyond  the  controversy  . . . 

Congregation's  abortion  debate  transforms  into  ministry 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Abortion  is  a  subject  that  some 
United  Methodist  Sunday  school 
class  members  would  just  as  soon 
avoid. 

Nevertheless,  an  adult  Sunday 
school  class  in  Louisiana  held  a 
month-long  discussion  on  abor¬ 
tion  following  a  sermon  on  the 
subject  by  the  Rev.  Mark  Martin, 
pastor  of  St.  Charles  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Destrehan, 
a  New  Orleans  suburb. 

As  a  result,  the  congregation 
has  begun  a  ministry  to  pregnant 
women  in  crisis. 

Vastly  different  opinions 

The  decision  to  start  the  minis¬ 
try  was  not  easily  reached,  Den¬ 
nis  Hallaron,  a  lay  member  of  the 
church  who  heads  the  ministry, 
told  the  Reporter. 

Class  members  held  vastly  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions  on  the  subject,  he 
said. 

“But  we  got  beyond  the  con¬ 
troversy  and  put  it  aside.  In  the 
end,  we  saw  a  need  and  we  saw 
there  was  a  way  the  church  could 
do  something  positive  to  meet 
the  need  without  being  political 


"But  we  got  beyond  the  controversy  and  put  it 
aside.  In  the  end,  we  saw  a  need  and  we  saw 
there  was  a  way  the  church  could  do  something 
positive  to  meet  the  need  without  being  political 
or  confrontational." 

— Dennis  Hallaron 


or  confrontational,”  he  said. 

They  became  a  “Sheltering 
Church.” 

“Sheltering  Church”  grew  out 
of  an  idea  proposed  by  the  unof¬ 
ficial  Task  Force  of  United 
Methodists  on  Abortion  aid  Sex¬ 
uality  (see  related  story  below) 
headquartered  in  Dothan,  Ala. 

Ruth  Brown,  task  force  direc¬ 
tor,  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
"Sheltering  Church  movement” 
tries  to  offer  tangible  help  to 
pregnant  women  in  crisis.  About 
20  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  have  become  “Sheltering 
Churches,”  she  said. 

A  place  to  live 

Tangible  help  can  be  anything 
from  providing  transportation, 
counseling,  job  training  or  baby¬ 
sitting  to  financial  aid  and  pro¬ 
viding  a  place  to  live. 


The  extent  of  help  depends  on 
the  needs  of  the  individual  woman. 

Services  St.  Charles  United 
Methodist  Church  provides  in¬ 
clude: 

/  Free  pregnancy  test; 

/  Free  or  reduced-rate  medi¬ 
cal  services; 

/  Maternity  clothes; 

Z  Baby  clothes; 

•f  Transportation  to  a  crisis 
pregnancy  center; 

/  Agency  referrals; 

•f  Financial  assistance; 

Z  Parenting  classes; 

Z  Post-abortion  counseling; 

Z  Adoption  referrals. 

“We  don’t  try  to  reinvent  the 
wheel,”  Mr.  Hallaron  told  the 
Reporter.  “We  network  with  oth¬ 
er  resources  such  as  the  crisis 
pregnancy  center  and  other  so¬ 
cial  organizations.” 

Mr.  Hallaron,  36,  and  his  wife, 


Nancy,  have  three  children. 

Helped  two 

The  ministry  has  been  in  effect 
since  August,  he  said,  and  two 
young  women  have  been  helped 
so  far.  Congregation  members 
who  have  helped  these  two  found 
it  a  rewarding  experience,  he 
said. 

It  is  the  church’s  written  policy 
that  none  who  help  the  women 
may  coerce  them  as  they  make  a 
decision  whether  to  carry  the 
baby  to  term. 

“There  are  options  other  than 
abortion,”  he  said,  “and  we  want 
young  women  to  know  it.  But  we 
will  not  condemn  them  if  they 
choose  abortion.  We  will  be  there 
for  them. 

“Philosophical  differences  still 
exist  in  the  congregation,”  he 
said,  “but  instead  of  abortion  be¬ 
ing  something  so  volatile  we 
can’t  talk  about  it,  we  found 
something  we  could  and  should 
come  together  on.  And  we  did.” 

Information  about  “The  Shel¬ 
tering  Church”  can  be  obtained 
through  the  Task  Force  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  on  Abortion  and 
Sexuality,  512  Florence  Street, 
Dothan,  Ala.  36301. 


UMs  try  new  options 
in  crisis  pregnancies 
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Some  twenty  United 
Methodist  congregations 
have  chosen  to  become 
"Sheltering  Congregations," 
providing  financial  aid, 
housing,  transportation 
and  other  needs  to 
pregnant  women  In  crisis. 

Task  Force 
of  UMs  on 
Abortion  and 
Sexuality 

"The  greatest  need  is  for 
churches  to  open  their  arms 
and  become  known  for 
sheltering  young  women 
in  crisis  pregnancies.” 
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Church  best  shelter  for  women 
in  crisis,  says  United  Methodist 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Pregnant  women  in  crisis  need 
to  be  sheltered  and  offerejd  a  pos¬ 
itive  alternative  to  abortion  says 
Ruth  Brown,  a  United  Methodist 
layworaan  in  Dothan,  Ala. 

She  believes  the  church  is  the 
best  institution  to  provide  that 
shelter  (see  related  articles 
above). 

Ms.  Brown  heads  the  unofficial 
Task  Force  of  United  Methodists 
on  Abortion  and  Sexuality 

The  task  force  started  it  1987 
has  a  mailing  list  of  some  6,000, 
she  said,  mostly  in  the  norhwest, 
west  and  central  portions  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Rev.  Paul  T.  Stall  worth, 
pastor  of  Creswell  (N.C.)  Jnited 
Methodist  Church,  is  president 
of  the  task  force. 

Mr.  Stallsworth  was  a  Irafter 


of  the  Durham  Declaration  in 
1990  which  called  the  church  to 
“fidelity  in  marriage  and  celiba¬ 
cy  in  singleness,"  opposed  abor- 
tion  and 


Ruth  Brown 

ler,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
in  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Ms.  Brown  said. 

She  said  the  article  contended 
that  in  spite  of  the  church’s  disci¬ 
plinary  (law)  statements  oppos¬ 
ing  abortion  for  birth  control, 
gender  selection  or  convenience, 
some  of  the  church’s  official  bod¬ 
ies  were  supporting  an  organiza¬ 
tion  that  endorsed  abortion  for 


any  reason — the  Religious  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Abortion  Rights. 

In  addition,  Ms.  Brown  said, 
the  article  pointed  out  the  need 
to  “be  there”  for  women  in  crisis 
who  choose  to  give  birth. 

“The  greatest  need  is  for  the 
churches  to  open  their  arms  and 
become  known  for  sheltering 
young  women  in  crisis  pregnan¬ 
cies,”  Ms.  Brown  said. 

She  said  she  believes  that  quite 
often  young  women  in  crisis  feel 
they  have  no  choice  except  abor¬ 
tion. 

If  a  young  woman  wants  to  carry 
her  baby  to  term  but  has  no  eco¬ 
nomic  or  moral  support  from  her 
family,  her  church  or  from  the 
baby’s  father,  abortion  may  appear 
to  be  her  only  choice,  she  said. 

She  believes  the  “Sheltering 
Church”  movement  offers  anoth¬ 
er  choice. 


UM  health 
group  offers 
adoption 
resources 

United  Methodists  have  pro¬ 
vided  at  least  some  resources 
for  pregnant  women  in  crisis 
who  choose  not  to  get  an  abor¬ 
tion. 

Dean  Pulliam,  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  referred 
the  Reporter  to  the  associa 
tion's  brochure  “Adoption — A 
Loving  Option.” 

‘In  today’s  scene,  the  specter 
of  abortion  hovers  over  The 
United  Methodist  Church,”  the 
brochure  reads.  “Conferences, 
congregations  and  couples  have 
been  rent  asunder  by  the  ques¬ 
tions  of  choice,  pro  and  con. 
The  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  holds  fast  to  the  po¬ 
sition  that  there  is  another  op¬ 
tion  available  in  America  today 
and  that  is  adoption — a  loving 
option." 

The  brochure  lists  United 
Methodist-related  resources  in 
13  states  that  are  available  to 
help  troubled  pregnant  women 
and  to  help  couples  who  want  to 
adopt  a  child. 

However,  if  a  pregnant  wom¬ 
an  wanted  a  United  Methodist- 
related  place  to  live  while  she 
awaited  the  birth  of  her  baby, 
her  choices  are  “very  limited,” 
Mr.  Pulliam  told  the  Reporter. 

Church-related  residential  fa¬ 
cilities  are  available  in  seven 
states:  Illinois,  Maryland,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma,  Tennessee,  West 
Virginia  and  Texas. 

The  Methodist  Mission 
Home  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  is 
the  largest  of  these.  Mr.  Pulliam 
said. 

The  home  has  1 8  beds  for  res¬ 
idents.  Pregnant  women  are  ac¬ 
cepted  from  any  state.  Pam 
Perkins,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
home,  told  the  Reporter. 

The  “Adoption — A  Loving 
Option”  brochure  is  available 
through  The  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries,  601  W.  River- 
view  Avenue,  Dayton  Ohio 
45406-5543. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


United  Methodist  relief  arm  builds  housing  in  Bosnian  war  zone 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
one  of  two  groups  providing  hous¬ 


ing,  health  care  and  food  to  dis¬ 
placed  persons  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia,  thanks  to  a  new  mis¬ 
sion  project  funded  by  a  unit  of  the 


Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 


Delaware,  Ohio 
PRESENTS 

4TH  ANNUAL 

SCHOOLER 

INSTITUTE  ON 
PREACHING 

November  8- 10,  1993 

“The  Wholeness  of  Preaching” 
with 


Keynote 

Speaker 

▲ 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Donald  English 

Internationally  acclaimed  Bible  study  leader, 
religious  broadcaster,  lecturer  and  preacher. 

Continuing  education  workshops  addressing  themes  of 
preaching  and  evangelism  will  be  led  by  MTSO  faculty 
Robert  Tannehill,  Joanmarie  Smith,  Diane  Lobody,  Steven 
Harsh,  and  guests  Keith  Troy  and  Barratt  Banta. 

Cost:  160  includes  registration,  five  meals, 
and  1.5  Continuing  Education  Units. 

Location-.  Campus  of  the  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio  (MTSO) 

3081  Columbus  Pike, 

Delaware.  Ohio. 

For  details  and  to  register, 
call  (614)  363-1146. 


United  Nations. 

“The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  has  never  done  any¬ 
thing  like  this — going  into  a  war 
zone  and  trying  to  help  refugees  by 
providing  housing,"  said  Robert 
Babcock,  a  general  contractor  and 
director  of  the  church’s  project  in 
Bosnia. 

“This  project  is  a  pilot  for  what  is 
expected  to  occur  in  other  parts  of 
the  world.” 

With  a  $1  million  grant  from  the 
office  of  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  on  Refugees,  the 
funding  is  for  a  hospital  wing  and 
refugee  shelters. 

United  Methodists  and  a  Norwe¬ 
gian  relief  organization  are  the  only 
two  agencies  building  refugee  hous¬ 
ing  in  Bosnia. 

Bosnia,  a  former  Yugoslav  repub¬ 
lic,  declared  its  independence  nearly 
two  years  ago  and  was  immediately 
engulfed  in  a  civil  war  that  divided 
the  country  along  ethnic  lines. 

Crosses  faith  lines 

War  in  the  former  Yugoslavia  has 
been  particularly  sensitive  for 
church  groups  because  the  fighting 
crosses  religious  lines:  the  mostly 
Muslim  Bosnians,  the  Catholic 
Croats,  and  the  Serbian  Orthodox. 

Mr.  Babcock  and  his  wife,  Virgin¬ 
ia,  are  members  of  Danville  (Ind.) 
United  Methodist  Church.  Mrs. 
Babcock,  a  professional  accountant, 
handles  the  financial  work  for  the 
mission  project. 

United  Methodist  offices  are  in 
two  Bosnian  cities — Zenica  and 
Split.  Zenica  is  in  central  Bosnia, 
some  30  miles  from  Sarajevo.  It’s  a 
city  of  about  1 30,000  people  but  it 
has  an  influx  of  35,000  refugees. 
The  Zenica  office  is  the  base  for 
Mr.  Babcock’s  construction  crews. 

The  Split  office,  some  180  miles 
away,  is  where  Mrs.  Babcock  works. 
It’s  a  logistics  and  communications 
center  used  by  the  missionaries  to 
get  material  from  outside  sources. 

Earlier  this  year  UMCOR  agreed 


BOSNIA — Bombing  has  devastated  homes  in  the  war  zone,  displac¬ 
ing  their  residents.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  us¬ 
ing  a  $1  million  United  Nations  grant  to  build  shelters  for  refugees. 


to  send  up  to  $165,000  of  a 
$300,000  grant  to  Bosnia  for  the 
missionaries  to  coordinate  the  re¬ 
modeling  of  two  “collective  cen¬ 
ters"  (apartments)  for  refugees.  One 
building  will  house  68  people.  An¬ 
other  slated  for  208  people  is  under 
construction. 

Money  changed  the  project 

That  assignment  changed  when 
the  mission  project  received  the  $1 
million  United  Nations  grant  for 
the  new  building. 

“In  the  building,  to  be  used  by 
United  Methodists  and  partner 
churches,”  said  Mr.  McPherson, 
“the  basement  will  be  used  as  a  hos¬ 
pital  laboratory. 

“The  first  floor  will  be  used  for 
an  emergency  room  and  the  other 
floors  for  refugee  housing.  The  con¬ 
struction  crews  are  also  working  on 


a  collection  of  refugee  flats  [apart¬ 
ment  buildings].” 

Mr.  McPherson  added  that  get¬ 
ting  food  and  the  building  materials 
has  become  very  dangerous  for 
Americans. 

“From  time  to  time  we  have  to  go 
through  check  points,  and  some¬ 
times  the  soldiers  give  us  a  hard 
time,”  he  continued. 

“They  can  confiscate  the  load  of 
materials  we  are  transporting  at 
anytime.  We  have  had  convoys 
shelled  and  have  heard  about  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  from  other  churches 
being  killed. 

"It’s  real  hard  to  give  people  hope 
in  this  situation.  But  the  spirits  of 
most  of  the  people  remain  relatively 
high,  despite  the  horrible  condi¬ 
tions.  The  people  have  a  stubborn¬ 
ness  to  survive.  It’s  a  statement  to 
the  world  that  they  are  not  going  to 
give  up.” 


BOSNIA  —  United  Methodist 
missionaries  Robert  and  Virginia 
Babcock  say  that  flak  jackets 
and  helmets  are  "mandatory" 
because  of  constant  shelling  in 
Bosnia. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

CAUCUS  CHAIR:  The 

Alhambra,  Calif.,  is  the  new 
National  Federation  of 
Asian-American  United 
Methodists.  Dr.  Hsu,  a  Chi- 
nese-American  pastor,  was 
elected  Sept.  20  at  the  fed¬ 
eration's  general  assembly 
in  Chicago.  He  succeeds 
Tony  Palaganas  of  Plano, 

Texas,  a  Filipino-American 
layman.  The  federation  is  Leo  Hsu 

also  an  umbrella  group  for  six  other  caucuses — 
Chinese,  Filipino,  Formosan,  Japanese,  Korean 
and  South  Asian  American. 

SOCIAL  ACTION  CHAIR:  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Federation  for  Social  Action  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  have  elected  Dan  Lerch-Walters  of 
Portland,  Ore.,  to  serve  as  co-president  with  the 
Rev.  Esther  Robison  of  Key  West,  Fla.  During 
their  recent  board  meeting  in  Madison,  Wis., 
MFSA  also  voted  to  join  a  campaign  against  to¬ 
bacco  sales  and  decided  to  have  a  public  prayer 
witness  at  the  Oct.  27-30  Judicial  Council  meet¬ 
ing  in  Atlanta  on  issues  of  “various  forms  of  ho¬ 
mophobia  within  the  church.” 

DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  will  recruit  a  volunteer  as  develop¬ 
ment  officer  to  help  solicit  donations  for  specif¬ 
ic  upcoming  projects.  Commission  members 
approved  their  First  new  development  projects: 
a  $  1 00,000  endowment  to  support  historical  re¬ 
search  and  writing  about  African-American, 
Asian-American,  Hispanic,  Native  American 
and  Pacific  Islander  United  Methodists  and 
$100,000  to  support  archival  work  of  ethnic 
United  Methodist  churches. 

ETHNIC  GRANTS:  The  denomination’s 

General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  re¬ 
cently  awarded  35  grants  totaling  $544,873 
from  its  Minority  Group  Self-Determination 
Fund.  In  other  action,  the  commission  elected 
Misty  Nace,  a  Chippewa  from  Shamokin  Dam, 
Pa.,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 

PROF  OF  THE  YEAR:  Vicente  Villa,  biol¬ 
ogy  professor  at  United  Methodist-related 
Southwestern  University  in  Georgetown,  Texas, 
has  been  named  1993  National  College  Profes¬ 
sor  of  the  Year  by  the  National  Council  of  Ad¬ 
vancement  and  Support  of  Education.  The 
Mexican-American  was  chosen  from  professors 
representing  nearly  400  institutions  nationwide. 
Dr.  Villa  will  receive  a  $10,000  cash  prize  con¬ 
tributed  by  The  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Teaching. 

IDEA  EXCHANGE:  Lee  Ellis,  director  of 

communications  for  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Indio,  Calif.,  has  started  a  computer  fo¬ 
rum  for  United  Methodists  interested  in  exchang¬ 
ing  ideas  for  congregational  enthusiasm.  More 
information  (by  modem)  from  1-800-695-4002. 

ELECTED:  The  Rev.  Ben  Silva-Netto,  a 
United  Methodist  professor  at  the  American 
Baptist  Seminary  of  the  West  in  Berkeley, 
Calif.,  was  elected  president  of  the  National  Fil¬ 
ipino-American  United  Methodists,  when  the 
group  met  recently  in  Honolulu. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Rev.  Leo  Hsu  of 
chairman  of  the 


Theologian:  Jewish  covenant  sufficient 


'best  value ' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

editor  it  lirge 

EVANSTON,  111.— Christians 
do  not  have  a  mission  to  convert 
the  Jews,  according  to  a  promi¬ 
nent  theologian  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Garrett-Evangelical 
Seminary. 

In  recent  remarks  to  directors  of 
the  church’s  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli- 
gious  Concerns,  Dr.  Rosemary 
Radford  Reuther  said  that  “mutu¬ 
al  witness  of  Jews  and  Christians 
to  each  other  about  their  faiths”  is 
a  “valid  relation.” 

But,  Dr.  Reuther  said,  “Jews 
have  a  saving  relation  to  God 
through  the  Torah  . ...” 

“Their  covenant  with  God  is 
sufficient  and  does  not  need  to 
be  perfected  by  conversion  to  Je¬ 
sus  as  the  Christ,”  she  told  Chris- 


tian  Unity  directors,  whose 
agency’s  responsibilities  include 
the  church’s  relationships  with 
other  religious  faiths. 

“Nothing  else  Christians  say 
about  their  esteem  for  and  affir¬ 
mation  of  the  worth  of  Judaism 
in  its  own  right  can  have  any 
credibility  for  Jews  if  this  rejec¬ 
tion  of  mission  to  the  Jews  is  not 
clearly  stated,  not  hedged  or  ob¬ 
scured,”  Dr.  Reuther  said. 

The  commission’s  41-member 
board  visited  Dr.  Reuther  during 
its  Oct.  4-9  meeting  in  nearby 
Techny,  Ill.  In  keeping  with  their 
pattern  of  spending  part  of  their 
meetings  on  the  campus  of  one  of 
the  church's  13  seminaries, 
board  members  met  for  a  f  ill  day 
with  Garrett-Evangelical  acuity 
and  students. 

Dr.  Reuther’s  remark  vere 


made  at  the  request  of  Christian 
Unity  staff  and  directors.  She  was 
asked  to  respond  to  two  questions 
posed  in  a  draft  statement  being 
prepared  by  the  Christian  Unity 
agency  regarding  Christian-Jewish 
relations. 

Those  questions: 

"Do  Christians  have  a  mission 
to  the  Jews?” 

“How  should  the  church  un¬ 
derstand  and  respond  to  the 
theological  claims  to  the  land  of 
Israel  made  by  many  in  the  Jew¬ 
ish  community?” 

In  response  to  the  latter  ques¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Reuther  said,  “There 
can  be  no  theology  of  the  prom¬ 
ised  land  that  gives  modem  Jews 
the  right  to  dispossess  Palestin¬ 
ian  people  from  their  homes  and 
lands. . . 

Nor,  she  said,  can  any  such 
theology  be  used  to  “expel  them 


from  the  land  or  subjugate  them 
as  either  second  class  citizens  or 
rightless  vic¬ 
tims  of  military 
occupation. 

“Any  theology 
of  the  return  to 
the  land  which 
privileges  Jews 
against  Pales¬ 
tinians  is  a  false 
messianism  and  Rosemary  Reuther 
cannot  be  the  intention  of  the 
God  of  all  nations,”  Dr.  Reuther 
said. 

Dr.  Reuther,  57,  is  a  Roman 
Catholic  and  holds  the  Georgia 
Harkness  chair  of  theology  at  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Seminary.  Her 
studies  of  early  church  history  and 
feminist  theology  are  widely  re¬ 
garded  as  having  deeply  influ¬ 
enced  the  views  of  clergywomen 
across  the  church. 


Church-related  colleges  get  high  marks 

Eight 

schools  are 


Eight  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  institutions  of  higher  learning 
were  named  “America’s  Best 
College  Values”  by  “U.S.  News 
and  World  Report.” 

The  Oct.  1 1  list  was  based  in 
part  on  the  publication’s  “exclu¬ 
sive  quality  rankings  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  colleges  and  universities” 
that  appeared  in  the  Oct.  4  issue 
(see  related  story  below  right). 

National  universities  the  mag¬ 
azine  said  offer  “best  college 
buys”  through  discount  tuition 
prices  and  financial  aid  were 
Duke  University  in  Durham, 
N.C.,  and  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas. 

Runners-up  in  that  category 
included  Boston  University  and 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

Duke  and  Emory  were  also 
runners-up  for  national  universi¬ 
ties  offering  the  best  “sticker 
price"  (tuition  plus  room,  board 
and  fees). 

In  the  national  liberal  arts  col¬ 
leges  category,  DePauw  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Greencastle,  Ind.,  was  in 
the  runner  up  group  for  “best 
sticker  price,”  while  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Madison,  N.J.,  was 
among  runners-up  for  “discount 
tuition  price.” 

In  the  regional  university  cate¬ 
gory  for  Midwest  colleges,  Illi¬ 
nois  Wesleyan  University  in 
Bloomington,  Ill.,  was  cited  in  a 
group  having  both  the  “best 
sticker  price”  and  “best  discount 
tuition  prices.”  The  University 
of  Evansville  (Ind.)  was  in  a 
group  with  the  “best  discount  tu¬ 
ition  price.” 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Two  United  Methodist-related 
schools — Illinois  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Bloomington,  Ill.,  and 
Southwestern  Universiiyjin 
Georgetown,  Texas — ranked  No. 
1  in  their  regions — Midwesl  and 
West,  respectively — in  the  annual 
survey  of  schools  released  Oct.  4 
in  “U.S.  News  &  World  Report.” 

Of  the  88  four-year  colleges  of¬ 
ficially  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  10  made  the 
magazine’s  1993-94  list  of  best 


and  universities,  such  a  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
in  the  secular  media  as  providing  some  of  the  "best  buys" 


called  'No.  V  in  region 


Duke  University  was 
ranked  seventh;  Emory 
University  tied  with 
Notre  Dame  for  25th. 

schools. 

Duke  University  in  Durham, 
N.C.,  and  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta  again  made  the  list  of  top 
25  national  universities.  Duke  was 
ranked  seventh;  Emory  tied  with 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame  for 
25th. 


Other  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  colleges  earning  high  marks  in 
their  regions  were: 

Ohio  Northern  University  in 
Ada,  Ohio,  1 1,  Midwest;  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Puget  Sound  in  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  4,  West;  Wofford  College 
in  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  and  Wesley¬ 
an  College  in  Macon,  Ga.,  3  and  5, 
respectively,  Southern;  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University  in  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  Mount  Union  College 
in  Alliance,  Ohio,  Nos.  2  and  8  re¬ 
spectively,  among  Midwestern  lib¬ 
eral  arts  colleges. 


United  Methodist-related 
Dallas,  above,  are  once 
in  higher  education. 


UM  Board 
endorses 
health-care 
statements 

By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— 
Abortion,  health  care,  labor 
and  gun  control  were  consid¬ 
ered  when  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  met  here 
Oct.  7-11. 

The  social-action  board  en¬ 
dorsed  a  statement  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  calling  for  a  national 
health-care  plan  that  funds  “full 
reproductive  health  services,  in¬ 
cluding  contraception,  abor¬ 
tion,  pre-  and  postnatal  care, 
and  voluntary  sterilizations.” 

The  84-member  board  also 
reaffirmed  the  American 
Health  Security  Act  “as  a  mod¬ 
el  of  desirable  health-care  re¬ 
form”  and  encouraged  church 
members  and  organizations  to 
join  the  Interreligious  Health 
Care  Access  Campaign,  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  religious  groups  working 
for  reform. 

U.S.  Surgeon  General  Joy- 
celyn  Elders,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  spoke  briefly  to  the 
group  at  its  opening  session. 
Her  brother,  the  Rev.  Chester 
Jones,  is  a  member  of  the 
board.  Another  member,  Bish¬ 
op  Arthur  F.  Kulah,  Monro¬ 
via,  Liberia,  shared  with  the 
board  his  hopes  for  the  fragile 
cease-fire  in  his  country  and 
the  ministry  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  there. 

The  board  voted  to  urge  the 
Clinton  administration  to  sup¬ 
port  a  50-percent  increase  in  al¬ 
cohol  taxes  because  of  the 
$85.8  billion  annual  cost  (1988) 
of  the  drug’s  use.  Resulting  rev¬ 
enue  increases  should  be  used 
to  prevent  alcohol-use  prob¬ 
lems,  to  retrain  displaced  work¬ 
ers  and  to  fund  any  new 
national  health-care  plan,  the 
resolution  said. 

Citing  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  1992  General  Conference, 
board  members  recommended 
renegotiation  of  the  North 
America  Free  Trade  Agreement 
to  provide  enforceable  labor, 
human  rights,  and  environmen¬ 
tal  standards  while  raising  liv¬ 
ing  standards  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Mexico. 

Other  labor-related  actions 
included  adopting  a  statement 
supporting  comprehensive  re¬ 
form  of  the  Occupational  Safe¬ 
ty  and  Health  Act  of  1970  and 
a  statement  of  priorities  for 
conversion  of  defense-related 
jobs  to  peace-time  occupations. 


rntmtiitrif 
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^  \  he  cutting-edge  theology 
f  of  Wolfhart  Pannenberg. 

The  wit  and  wisdom  of  Thomas 
Morris.  The  doctrinal  distinctives  of 
Jurgen  Moltmann.  Asbury  Seminary' 
students  are  challenged  to  think. 

Year-in  and  year-out,  world-class 
lecturers  stimulate  the  Asbury 
community.  Elizabeth  Achtemeier 
(Union).  C.K.  Barrett  (Durham), 
Patrick  Miller  (Princeton)  and 
Donald  English  (World  Metho¬ 
dist  Council)  have  each  spoken 
in  recent  years. 


"I  don’t  know  of  another 
seminary'  that  combines 
sound  learning  and  vital 
piety  like  Asbury  Seminary.” 

—  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam 
World  Methodist  Council 


These  high-caliber  lecture¬ 
ships  complement  a  scholarly 
faculty.  With  doctorates  from  the 
world’s  leading  institutions,  prolessors 
teach  students  to  think  clearly  and 
biblically.  Asburians  develop  a 
thoroughly  Christian  worldview. 

So  if  you  want  a  stimulating 
thought  life,  study  at  Asbuiy.  Call 
the  director  of  admissions  today  at 
1  -800-2- ASBURY  to  learn  more 
about  degree  programs  and  future 
lectureships. 


Stimulate  Your 
Thought  Life  at 
Asbury  Seminary' 


A  Asbury 

Theological 
it  Seminary 


Tbonuut  )fto, 


Jurgen  Moltmann 

University  of  Tubingen 
1992  Ryan  Lecturer 


University  of  Munich 
1 991  Theta  Phi  Lecturer 


Can't  make  it  to  Africa  U. 


's  opening?  No  problem! 


By  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Even  if  they  can’t 
afford  an  airline  ticket  to  Zimbabwe, 
United  Methodists  in  the  United 
States  will  be  within  arm’s  length  of 
the  official  opening  of  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity,  thanks  to  a  free  teleconference 
planned  for  spring  1 994. 

When  the  denomination’s  first 
university  in  Africa  celebrates  its  for¬ 
mal  inaugural  ceremonies  April  24, 
any  U.S.  church  with  access  to  a  sat¬ 
ellite  dish  and  monitor  can  watch  the 
highlights,  share  in  international  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  tour  the  campus  via 
a  teleconference  organized  by  the 
church’s  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Hilly  Hicks,  co-host  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  TV  program  “Catch  the 
Spirit,”  will  host  the  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty  teleconference,  scheduled  for  5-6 
p.m.  EDT,  April  24. 

Opened  in  1992 

Africa  University,  which  opened 
in  March  1992  with  faculties  (col¬ 
leges)  of  theology  and  agriculture, 
now  has  65  students  and  education, 
student  union  and  dormitory  build¬ 
ings,  as  well  as  a  stocked  agricultur¬ 
al  college,  thanks  to  a  worldwide 
fund-raising  drive  spearheaded  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Each  student  helps  out  at  the  uni¬ 
versity  by  working  four  hours  a 
week,  which  also  helps  defray  tu¬ 
ition  costs,  James  Salley,  develop¬ 
ment  officer  for  the  university,  told 
higher  education  directors  during 
their  Oct.  6-10  meeting  here. 


. .  .free  teleconference 
is  planned  for  spring 
1994. 


Mr.  Salley  praised  the  church  for 
“turning  a  dust  field  into  a  universi¬ 
ty,”  and  said  more  than  $2.7  million 
in  projects  are  under  way  at  the  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe  campus,  thanks  to 
efforts  of  local  churches,  conference 
and  jurisdictional  church  bodies. 

Zimbabwean  citizens  consider  the 
university  a  jewel  of  their  communi¬ 
ty  and  a  credit  to  the  historic  work  of 
United  Methodists  there,  Mr.  Salley 
said.  Zimbabwean  President  Robert 
Mugabe  has  challenged  other  church 
groups  to  “do  what  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  done  for  our  people,” 
Mr.  Salley  added. 

More  money,  effort  needed 

But  more  money  and  effort  are 
needed  to  bring  the  university,  a 
dream  of  two  Africa  bishops  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  church  in  1988,  to  fru¬ 
ition,  Mr.  Salley  said. 

Administrators  have  determined 
to  make  the  school  a  pay-as-you-go 
endeavor,  and  will  neither  erect 
buildings,  admit  students  nor  hire 
faculty  until  the  money  is  there  to 
sustain  additional  programs  and  fa¬ 
cilities. 

Additional  faculties  (colleges)  of 
education,  business,  social  sciences 
and  medicine  will  be  opened  as 
money  is  raised  to  fund  them,  Mr. 
Salley  said. 

Despite  enthusiastic  response  in 
some  quarters  of  the  denomination, 


he  said,  money  is  not  coming  in  as 
well  as  expected  in  order  to  raise  $20 
million  for  the  school  by  1996.  He 
encouraged  board  members  to  “tell 
the  story  of  Africa  University,  so  that 
the  people  will  catch  the  vision.” 

During  the  board  meeting,  Mr. 
Salley  announced  that  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Florida  Annual  Conference  has 
promised  $250,000  to  build  the  third 
of  four  dormitories  for  the  university 
(two  already  are  occupied). 


The  board’s  chaplaincy  division 
announced  it  had  exceeded  by 
$90,000  its  $300,000  goal  to  endow  a 
professor  of  pastoral  care  position  at 
the  university's  theological  school. 

Information  on  organizing  and 
publicizing  teleconference  participa¬ 
tion  is  available  from  Judith  Smith, 
interpretation  officer.  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0871; 
(615)340-7383. 


CLASSIFIED 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director 
for  1600  members.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Dr.  John  Ogden,  Box  2 1 25,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76307. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES. 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Children’s 
Ministry  for  a  church  membership  of  3,000.  Interest¬ 
ed  candidates  should  have  the  ability  to  organize  and 
coordinate  a  comprehensive  children’s  program. 
Training  and/or  experience  in  Christian  education, 
good  communication  skills,  ability  to  work  effectively 
with  staff,  parents,  and  children  desired.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  commensurate  with  experience  and  education. 
Please  send  resume  to:  Reverend  Bud  Precise,  P.O. 
Box  19069,  Birmingham,  AL  35219-9069. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  CHRISTIAN 

Education  wanted  for  3400-member  evangelical  con¬ 
gregation.  Needs  a  master’s  degree  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5  years 
experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  program  with 
excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff  church,  committed 
to  the  most  comprehensive  ministry  possible.  Salary 
based  on  experience.  Requires  excellent  administra¬ 
tive  ability,  successful  children  and  adult  Christian 
education  back  record,  commitment  to  training  lay 
volunteers,  knowledge  of  multiple  curriculum  re¬ 
sources.  Contact:  Rev.  Richard  M.  Freeman,  Fust 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco.  TX  76714-7736. 
Phone:  (817)  772-5630. 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for 
900-member  suburban  UMC,  established  choirs, 
orchestra  and  bells.  Oversee  youth  choir  tour,  co¬ 
ordinate  with  worship.  Prefer  music  certification, 
leadership  development  proficiency,  UMC  wor- 
ship  knowledge.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
by  11/15  do  Jim  Baugus:  UMC  Green  Trails, 

1 4237  Ladue,  Chesterfield.  MO  63017. 

AWESOME  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  YOUTH  group 

in  need  of  a  full-lime  Director.  100+  youth,  large 
volunteer  staff,  1/2  time  assistant,  good  budget.  Sala- 
ry  plus  house  plus  health  insurance.  Send  resume  to: 
First  UMC,  Oviedo,  FL  32765. 

YOUTH  AND  CAMPUS  MINISTRY  position. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Brenham,  Texas. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Bruce  Hay,  408  N.  Baylor, 
Brenham,  TX  77833.  (409)  836-2008. 

PROJECT  ACCOUNTANT,  GEORGIA.  United 

Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  seeks 
an  accountant  to  maintain  project  financial  rec¬ 
ords  for  its  emergency  medical  supplies  programs 
in  Georaia.  Located  in  UMCOR/Tbilisi.  Georgia 
office.  To  begin  immediately.  Send  resume  to: 
UMCOR  Coordinator  of  Disaster  Response, 
Room  1 374,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY 

1 01 1 5.  (2 1 2)  870-38 1 6;  Fax:  (2 1 2)  870-3624. 

ST.  JOHN’S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
is  searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in 
central  Florida  with  a  membership  of  1 500.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend 
George  A.  Buie,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boule¬ 
vard,  S.E.,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for 

1 700-member  church  in  America’s  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  county.  First  UMC,  101  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee,  FL  34741. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CE  AND  YOUTH  to  develop, 
administer  and  supervise  leadership  including 
youth  program  built  on  youth  based  ministry.  Su¬ 
pervise  education  assistant.  Ideal  candidate  has  5 
years  experience,  certified  in  CE  and/or  youth, 
relates  to  all  ages,  directs  unified  program  and  en¬ 
joys  youth.  Membership  900,  suburban.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  by  11/15  do  Jack  Ken¬ 
nedy  to:  UMC  Green  Trails,  14237  Ladue,  Ches¬ 
terfield,  MO  63017.  1 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  for 

2000-member  suburban  church.  Master's  degree  and/ 
or  certification  in  Christian  education.  Previous  expe¬ 
rience  required.  Submit  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  2 1 7  East  Main  Street,  Henderson¬ 
ville,  TN  37075,  Attn:  Joe  Beaver. 
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Can  Make 
A  Difference 

Our  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  is  the  programming  arm  of 
our  Annual  Conference.  It  provides  resources  and  programming  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  600  churches  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 

One  of  the  programming  boards  of  the  Conference  COM  is  the 
Board  of  Discipleship.  A  committee  of  that  board  is  the  Youth  Services 
Committee,  which  is  responsible  for  Youth  Service  Ministries  of  our 
Conference.  Youth  Service  Ministries  promotes  *and  resources  the 
Scouting  Ministries  (Boy  Scouts,  Cub  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts  and  Camp¬ 
fire  Girls),  4-H  clubs,  and  Big  Brothers  and  Sisters. 

This  committee  sponsors  the  “Bishop’s  Banquet  for  Scouting  and 
Other  Youth  Service  Ministries.”  I  have  recently  returned  from  this 
event  held  by  the  Ruston  and  Shreveport  districts.  It  was  a  good  eve¬ 
ning  at  First  Church,  Bossier  City,  with  pastors  and  scouting  lay  work¬ 
ers.  But  frankly,  I  felt  like  I  was  preaching  to  the  choir.  Everyone  there 
was  already  committed  including  our  Conference  Lay  Leader,  Judge 
Carl  Stewart,  who  has  a  Silver  Beaver  medal  for  his  service  in  scouting. 

I  want  to  commend  Scouting  and  Youth  Service  Ministries  to  every 
congregation.  It  provides  a  real  service  to  youth  in  the  inner  city  as  well 
as  town  and  rural  communities.  It  is  the  only  contact  many  of  our  youth 
have  with  the  church.  It  does  not  compete  with  other  youth  programs 
but  complements  them. 

So,  if  you  are  looking  for  a  meaningful  way  to  spend  a  little  of  your 
leisure  time,  if  you  want  to  do  your  part  in  helping  with  a  solution  to 
our  youth  crisis,  if  you  want  to  help  shape  voung  lives,  then  BE  A 
SCOUT  LEADER,  4-H  LEADER,  BIG  BROTHER  OR  BIG  SISTER. 

Go  call  your  pastor  or  Scout  leader!  Right  now! 


Lake  Charles  Seminar 

Experts  on  HIV/AIDS 
to  relate  latest  details 


Bishop  William  Oden 


“When  HIV/AIDS  Comes  to  the 
Church”  is  an  ecumenical  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  at  University  UMC, 
Lake  Charles,  Nov.  1 2  and  1 3. 

The  seminar,  for  clergy  and  con¬ 
gregations,  is  to  be  sponsored  by 
Southwest  Louisiana  AIDS  Council 
and  regional  governmental  agencies. 

Speakers  will  present  the  latest 
information  on  the  epidemic  and 
ministry  efforts  used  by  churches 
throughout  the  country. 

Barbara  Peabody,  author  of  The 
Screaming  Room,  a  mother’s  ac¬ 
count  of  her  son’s  death  to  AIDS, 
will  keynote  the  event  and  offer 
classes  in  outreach  to  minorities. 

Father  Greg  Romanski,  Texas 
Department  of  Mental  Health,  will 
offer  a  six-hour  track  for  adoles¬ 
cents  and  youth  sponsors. 


Around  the 

Members  of  Kenner  First  UMC, 
where  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate,  is  pastor 
had  a  heart-warming  gospel  celebra¬ 
tion  Oct.  24.  A.  G.  and  Kate,  a  mu¬ 
sical  entertainment  couple  from 
Holland  who  travels  extensively, 
provided  music  of  Charles  and 
John  Wesley.  The  history  and  inspi¬ 
ration  behind  the  Wesley  composi¬ 
tions  were  presented  in  story  and 
song. 

•  *  * 

Rev.  Clifton  Conrad  Sr.,  pastor  of 
Calvary  UMC,  Thibodaux,  has  been 
conducting  a  fall  workshop  series 
for  the  Lafayette  Youth  Organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  Martin  Luther  King 
Community  Center.  Designed  to 
help  neighborhood  youths  acknowl¬ 
edge  their  spiritual  gifts,  the  work¬ 
shop  has  utilized  personal 
inventory,  scriptures  and  discus¬ 
sion.  Conrad  has  shown  the  stu¬ 
dents  how  their  spiritual  gifts  may 
be  used  in  their  individual 
churches. 

*  *  * 

Hall  Summit  and  Cross  Road  UM 
Charges  in  the  Coushatta  area  have 
experienced  growth  since  imple¬ 
menting  VISION  2000  programs.  A 
handsome  brochure  inviting  per¬ 
sons  to  fellowship  and  services  has 
been  designed  by  Hall  Summit. 
When  the  steep  roof  of  the  church 
needed  repairs,  a  member,  Elaine 
Knight  Braswell  mentioned  it  to  her 
sons  who  are  roofers  in  the  Lake 


Dr.  Ron  Sunderland,  author  of 
AIDS:  The  Dilemma  for  the  Church 

and  former  chaplain  of  the  Houston 
AIDS  Hospital,  will  deliver  the  Sat¬ 
urday  noon  address. 

Seven  resource  persons  will  pres¬ 
ent  workshops  on  aspects  of  minis¬ 
try  to  persons  with  AIDS,  their 
families  and  caretakers. 

Cost  of  the  seminar  is  $15  for 
adults  and  $5  for  youth  (12-18); 
lunch  is  included. 

Lake  Charles  District  representa¬ 
tives  in  planning  the  conference  are 
Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  Westlake  UMC,  and  Rev.  Dan 
Miller,  pastor.  University  UMC. 

For  a  brochure  and  registration 
details  call  1-800-256-5145.  One 
CEU  credit  will  be  awarded  for  per¬ 
sons  attending  the  10-hour  event. 


Conference 

Charles  area.  On  a  weekend  they  ar¬ 
rived  to  work  on  the  roof.  Women 
of  the  church  prepared  food  and 
men  and  youth  acted  as  helpers. 


Dickie  Turnipseed,  LEFT,  who 
has  been  Baton  Rouge  District 
president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  for  the  past  eight  years, 
was  presented  with  a  Life  Mem¬ 
bership  during  a  dinner  at  Cam¬ 
phor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Pre¬ 
senting  a  pin  and  plaque  is  Rev. 
C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  Turnipseed  helped 
to  organize  a  number  of  UMM 
units  and  continued  to  provide 
leadership,  Ofney  Ellis,  a  former 
Conference  UMM  president,  re¬ 
ports. 


Mail  carrier  gets  backache  prior  to  session 

Dr.  Matheny  and  'supreme  court'  to  decide  if  clergy 
can  be  a  member  of  UMC  and  Roman  Catholic  Church 


Mail  has  been  heavy  and  the 
phone  has  rung  constantly  during 
the  past  few  weeks  at  the  office  and 
home  of  Louisiana’s  own  Dr.  Tom 
Matheny  of  Hammond  preceding 
the  current  United  Methodist  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  session.  It  started 
Wednesday,  Oct.  27,  and  will  end 
Saturday,  Oct.  30,  in  Atlanta. 

“On  one  day  I  received  40  letters 
concerning  the  William  Farmer 
case,”  he  said.  The  controversial 
case  focuses  on  whether  a  minister 
can  be  simultaneously  an  ordained 
clergy  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  lay  member  of  anoth¬ 
er  church.  Rev.  Farmer  wants  to  re¬ 
main  a  pastor  in  the  North  Texas 
United  Methodist  Conference  since 
joining  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
as  a  lay  person. 

Matheny,  a  Hammond  attorney 
and  leading  lay  person  in  Louisiana 
Conference,  is  president  of  the 
church’s  “supreme  court”  and  will 
preside  at  the  session. 

Attorney's  influence 
spans  two  decades 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny  has  had  a  great 
influence  on  the  legal  aspects  of 
church  issues  because  he  has  served 
the  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council  for  over  two  decades  and 
has  been  president  since  1976. 

Elected  to  the  council  in  1972,  he 
was  at  that  time  the.  youngest  per¬ 
son  ever  to  serve. 

In  1980,  members  of  the  General 
Conference,  meeting  in  Indianapo¬ 
lis  re-elected  him  to  a  second  eight- 
year  term  on  the  Judicial  Council 
by  the  largest  majority  vote  ever  re¬ 
ceived  by  a  member.  The  nine- 
member  court  is  elected  by  the 
General  Conference  on  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
from  the  floor. 

In  1980,  in  an  unprecedented 
move,  members  of  the  Council 
changed  their  own  rules  and  elected 
Matheny  to  a  second  term  as  presi¬ 
dent. 


People  who 
want  to  influence 
Matheny’s  deci¬ 
sion  contact  him 
by  letter  and 
phone. 

“  A  lot  of  min¬ 
isters  in  Texas, 
who  have  been 
students  of 
Dr.  Tom  Matheny  Farmer  support 
him,  but  people 
I've  heard  from  in  other  states  go 
the  other  way,  “  he  said.  “The  sup¬ 
port  (for  and  against)  seems  to  be 
about  even.” 

That  case  and  some  of  the  others 
to  be  heard  will  have  far-reaching 
consequences  for  the  church,  he 
stated. 

Sexual  misconduct 

“Of  the  sixteen  cases  on  the  dock¬ 
et,  four  of  them  involve  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct,”  Matheny  said  last  week 
before  he  left  for  Atlanta. 

A  case  from  Oregon  relates  to 
whether  “the  eligibility  of  a  person 
determined  to  be  a  self-avowed 
practicing  homosexual  can  become 
an  ordained  elder,  receive  an  ap¬ 
pointment,  continue  on  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  or  continue  to  hold 
probationary  membership  and  dea¬ 
con’s  orders.” 

Matheny  said  some  of  the  cases 
relate  to  “same-gender  marriages.” 

It  is  not  the  longest  docket  the 
council  has  tackled.  “We  have  tried 
ui  many  as  21,”  said  Matheny  who 
has  served  as  Council  head  since 
1972. 

Just  as  does  the  United  States  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  the  judicial  council 
selects  the  cases  it  will  hear.  “The 
16  are  the  ones  we  believe  we  have 
jurisdiction  over,"  he  explained.  “A 
lot  of  times  they  (cases  submitted  to 
the  Council)  are  ones  that  are  not 
any  of  our  business.” 

Interpret  church  laws 

To  determine  the  cases,  the  coun¬ 
cil  members  interpret  the  laws  of 
the  church  using  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline.  the  Book  of  Resolutions  and 


November  Conference  Calendar 

I  Sexual  Harassment  Workshop  for  Clergy.  Monroe,  Ruston  and 
Shreveport  Districts,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  9:30  a.m.  to  3:30 

6  New  Orleans  District  “Reclaiming  and  Renewing  Our  City 
Churches,”  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans,  8:30  a.m.  to  noon 
Tri-District  Worship  Workshop  for  Monroe,  Ruston  and 
Shreveport  Districts,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  3  to  6  p.m. 

I I  Tri-District  Worship  Workshop  for  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans 
and  North  Shore  Districts,  First  UMC,  Hammond,  2  to  5  p.m. 

12-13  “When  HIV/AIDS  Comes  to  Church,”  University  UMC,  Lake 
Charles 

12-14  CCYM  Junior  High  Retreat  for  7th  and  8th  Graders,  Tall 
Timbers 

13  Louisiana  Laity  Leadership  Conference.  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
8:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

1 3  Parsonage  Standards  Committee  Meeting,  First  UMC, 

Alexandria,  10  a.m. 

16-17  Cabinet  Meeting 

20-27  United  Nations  Seminar  Trip,  10th  to  12th  Graders 

25  Thanksgiving  Day 

28  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

30  Chris  Andrews  Lecture:  Dr.  John  Maxwell  Hamilton,  LSU  School 

of  Mass  Communication,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  7  p.m. 


First  UMC,  Houma,  recently  held  the  second  annual  Festival  Under 
the  Oaks  on  the  church  grounds.  In  addition  to  the  pony  rides  there 
were  other  activities  for  children,  booths  with  arts  and  crafts,  plus 
food  and  entertainment,  Timothy  Hebert  reports.  The  pastor  is  Rev. 
Alan  D.  Einsel. 


earlier  cases,  much  as  the  Supreme 
Court  uses  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  precedence  in  de¬ 
ciding  the  outcome  of  its  cases. 

“We  try  to  remain  impartial  al¬ 
though  we  often  feel  strongly  about 
the  issues,”  Matheny  said.  “I  have 
some  great  people  to  work  with.  I 
assigned  cases  to  several  Council 
members  who  will  be  on  different 


sides.” 

The  council  will  hear  oral  argu¬ 
ments  in  some  of  the  cases  in  an 
open  session  on  Thursday.  They 
also  will  read  briefs  that  were  filed, 
“600  pages  of  them.”  Sessions  dur¬ 
ing  which  the  council  will  deliberate 
will  be  closed  to  the  public.  Their 
decisions  are  to  be  announced  Sat¬ 
urday. 


New  Conference  UMW  president 
will  strive  to  involve  more  women 
and  implement  Racial  Justice  Policies 

Pat  Cobb  of  New  Orleans,  newly 
installed  Louisiana  Conference 
president  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  hopes  to  expand  the  orga¬ 
nization  for  women  in  the  state  by 
adding  more  units  and  by  revitaliz¬ 
ing  existing  ones. 

“I  would  like  to  see  more  women 
get  involved  in  UMW,”  she  said.  “If 
more  women  understood  what  UMW 
does,  they  would  want  to  join.” 

As  president,  she  is  chairperson 
of  a  committee  to  implement  the 
Charter  for  Racial  Justice  Policies 
adopted  by  the  Women’s  Division. 

“Through  implementation  we  will 
work  toward  more  understanding 
and  common  goals  for  women,”  she 
commented.”  We’ve  accomplished 
many  of  these  goals  on  a  Conference 
level  and  we  hope  they  will  filter 
down  into  local  situations.” 

Experienced  officer 

A  member  of  St.  Luke’«s  UMC  in 
New  Orleans,  Pat  Cobb  is  an  active 
layperson  in  UMW  and  other  local 
church  activities.  In  UMW  she  has 
been  Conference  membership  secre¬ 
tary  and  on  the  district  level  she  has 
served  as  president  and  as  newslet¬ 
ter  editor.  She  was  elected  at  the  fall 
annual  meeting  for  a  two-year  term 
as  Conference  UMW  president. 

She  and  her  husband,  Earl,  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  with  the  Times-Picayune 
newspaper,  have  four  grown  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  live  in  the  New 
Orleans  area.  The  Cobbs  also  have 
six  granddaughters. 

Only  part  of  the  officer  slate  is 
elected  at  a  time. 

Other  new  officers 

Other  new  Conference  UMW  of¬ 


ficers  beginning  their  terms  of  of¬ 
fice  are  Fannie  Reddix  of  New 
Orleans,  secretary;  Harriette  Elrod 
of  Tallulah,  membership  secretary; 
Marie  Young  of  West  Monroe,  mis¬ 
sion  coordinator  for  Christian 
Global  Concerns;  Kathleen  Conrad 
of  Thibodaux,  secretary  of  public 
relations;  Lottie  Palazzo  of  Me¬ 
tairie,  program  resources,  and 
Elouise  Sanders  of  Arcadia,  Joyce 
Armstrong  of  Slidell  and  Joan 
Miller  of  Ville  Platte,  nominations. 

Officers  who  have  never  before 
served  the  Conference  will  attend 
New  Officers  Training  Event 
(NOTE)  Dec.  3-5  in  Chicago.  The 
new  and  the  continuing  officers  will 
gather  for  the  Conference  Leader¬ 
ship  Development  Workshop  Jan. 
14-16,  1994,  in  Tall  Timbers. 

UMW  District  Elected  Leaders 
Training  was  held  Oct.  23.  Local 
leaders  training  will  be  held  in  each 
district  during  November. 


At  the  Annual  UMW  meeting  in  Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  Alexandria, 
Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  EXTREME  RIGHT,  UMW  newsletter  editor,  talks 
with,  FROM  LEFT,  Mary  Lou  France;  Dr.  Marilyn  Ray,  outgoing  mem¬ 
bership  chair,  and  Norma  Winegeart,  immediate  past  president. 


Inviting  Congregation  erects  new  sign 


Oak  Park  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  recently  dedicated  a  new  sign  to  the 
glory  of  God.  Pictured  above  are  Arlene  Ware,  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  chair,  who  cut  the  ribbon  on  the  special  occasion,  and  Rev. 
Mickey  Stringfield,  pastor,  who  offered  a  prayer  of  dedication.  The 
project,  one  of  several  designed  to  make  the  church  a  more  inviting 
congregation,  was  made  possible  by  the  VISION  2000  committee 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
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Faith's  'stages'  make  a  tool  for  witness 


Take  a  good  look  at  the  chart 
that  adjoins  this  editorial.  We  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  a  useful  tool  for  as¬ 
sessing  the  spiritual  life  of  both 
individuals  and  congregations. 

The  concept  behind  the  “nine 
stages  of  religious  life"  depicted  by 
the  chart  has  a  venerable  heritage. 

For  example,  early  Christians 
envisioned  the  life  of  faith  as  a 
movement  from  immaturity  to 
maturity  (“Now  I  know  only  in 
part;  then  I  will  know  fully  ...”  1 
Corinthians  13;  12b).  In  modem 
times,  Christian  theologians  have 
described  various  “stages  of  faith” 
that  unfold  throughout  a  person's 
lifetime. 

Even  the  familiar  hymn,  “We 
Are  Climbing  Jacob’s  Ladder,” 
can  be  under¬ 
stood  as  de¬ 
scribing  the 
spiritual  jour¬ 
ney  in  stages 
or  “rounds.” 

A  key  in¬ 
sight,  but¬ 
tressed  by  the 
adjoining  chart  developed  from 
survey  data,  emerges  from  such 
images:  Each  “stage”  of  human 
life  provides  a  distinctive  “win¬ 
dow  of  opportunity”  for  Chris¬ 
tian  nurture. 

At  a  minimum,  this  insight  cau¬ 
tions  against  any  tendency  to  dis¬ 
regard  anyone’s  spiritual  needs 
based  on  assumptions  related  to 
age  or  maturity.  Even  times  in  life 
often  regarded  as  “despiritualized 
zones,”  such  as  young  adult  years 
when  many  drift  from  church,  are 
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anything  but. 

Christian  experience  across  the 
ages  shows  that  we  need  to  be  in 
relationship  with  God  during  ev¬ 
ery  season  of  our  lives,  from  in¬ 
fancy  to  old  age. 

Hence,  when  we  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith  find  it  hard  to  witness 
to  people  at  particular  times  in 
their  lives,  we  should  ask: 

How  adequately  do  we  under¬ 
stand  the  spiritual  needs  com¬ 
monly  associated  with  the  seasons 
or  “stages”  of  those  involved? 

As  an  aid  to  such  understand¬ 
ing,  the  adjoining  chart  is  instruc¬ 
tive.  Use  it,  for 
example,  as  a 
tool  for  assess¬ 
ing  expressions 
of  each  of  the 
“nine  stages  of 
religious  life” 
within  your 
community  of 
faith.  Notice  that  it  correlates  to 
some  extent  but  diverges  in  other 
ways  from  more  typical  groupings 
of  “intergenerational”  or  “age-lev¬ 
el”  ministries. 

However  you  choose  to  use  the 
chart,  all  of  us  should  appreciate 
its  contemporary  reminder  of  an 
ancient  truth:  A  vital  experience 
of  God’s  presence  is  needed,  and 
available  to  all  who  seek  it, 
throughout  life’s  many  changes 
and  stages. 


Each  "stage"  of  human 
life  provides  a  distinctive 
"window  of  opportunity" 
for  Christian  nurture. 


Reporter  snapshot 

Nine  stages  of  Religious  life  in  America 


The  progression  of  religious  life  in  the  typical  person  as  measured 
by  Gallup  surveys  over  the  years. 


Stage  t 

Childhood-Most  patents 
anxious  to  give  children 
religious  training. 


Stage  4 

College  years-Some 
serious  challenges  to 
religious  faith,  but 
while  few  lose  it,  most 
put  religious  practice 
on  hold  during  these 
busy  years. 


Stage  7 

Middle  age-For  some 
a  time  of  intense 
activity  in  church  as 
they  become  leaders. 
For  others  it  may  be 
a  period  of  alienation 
as  ties  are  lost  through 
divorce  or  mid-life 
crises. 


Stage  2 

Young  teens- 
Most  receive 
religious  values^ 
from  parents, 
teachers,  and 
others.  Some 
rebel  against 
all  symbols  of 
authority, 
including  the  church. 


Stage  5 


Young  adults-Often 
too  busy  burning  the 
candle  at  both  ends 
to  spend  much  time 
at  church. 


Stage  8 

Grandparents-lnterest 
in  the  church  rekindled 
by  grandchildren  and 
increased  leisure  time. 


Stage  3 


Older  teens-First 
exposure  to  alternative 
religious  thought  as 
they  ponder  their  own 
beliefs. 


Stage  6 

Marriage  and  children- 
Suddenly  remember 
church  now  that  they 
want  to  establish  roots 
in  the  community  and 
give  their  own  children 
religious 
training. 


Stage  9 

Old  age-Fteligion 
often  a  comfort, 
but  many  are  lonely 
and  need  assistance. 


RNS/UM)  LLUSTRATUN 


Your  point  on  'evangelist'  well  taken,  but . . . 


Your  admonition  to  “Good 
Morning- America”  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
1 5)  on  the  misuse  of  “evangelist”  is 
well  taken. 

My  question  upon  reading  and  re¬ 
reading  your  editorial  about  the  TV 
program  “NYPD  Blue,”  and  its  use 
of  sex,  nudity,  profanity,  and  vio¬ 
lence  is — are  you  for  it  or  against  it? 

Bert  Clayton 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

We'd  be  destroyed 

As  a  member  of  a  rural  mountain 
community  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation,  as  a  member  of  the  staff 
parish  committee,  and  as  the  desig¬ 
nated  lay  member  to  the  California- 
Pacific  Annual  Conference,  it  is  with 
shock  and  dismay  that  I  realize  deci- 
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sions  which  are  in  the  making  con¬ 
cerning  the  Rev.  Frank  Wulf  may 
affect  our  congregation  in  a  devastat¬ 
ing  manner j(see  UMR,  Sept.  10). 

The  direct  relationship  of  Rev. 
Wulf  and  his  assertion  as  a  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual”  to 
my  church  is  frightening.  The  logi¬ 
cal  place  to  send  a  person  in  this 
category  is  to  a  small  out-of-the-way 
church  which  doesn’t  appeal  to 
most  established  pastors. 

Our  church  is  struggling  under 
enormous  Financial  odds  to  survive. 
Over  half  the  congregation  left  three 


years  ago  because  of  an  unwise 
choice  of  an  appointment  to  our 
church.  In  a  rural  community,  far 
from  “people  resources,”  the  gain 
in  church  population  is  slow  at  best. 

Should  our  congregation  be  sent  a 
“self-avowed  practicing  homosexual,” 
our  church  would  close  its  doors  be¬ 
cause  of  community  reaction. 

Ruth  D’Spain 
Descanso,  California 

Clinging  to  dogma 

Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  article 
“UMC’s  ‘high  court’  to  rule  on 
gays-clergy  conflicts,”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  10),  states  that  “The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  stance  on  ho¬ 
mosexuality  for  21  years  has  been 
basically  one  of  ‘hate  the  sin  but 


'Thanks  a  million'  from  'Twinklefingers' 


The  man  who  survived«more  cap- 
sizings  than  anyone  else  I  know  in 
United  Methodism  is  going  out  vir¬ 
tually  under  full  sail. 

That’s  the  gist  of  Roger  Burgess’ 
recent  announcement  that  he  will  re¬ 
tire  from  the  church’s  official  com¬ 
munications  agency  effective  June 
30, 1994. 

At  age  66,  this  can’t  exactly  be 
called  “early  retirement.”  But  it’s 
earlier  than  Roger  had  planned  on 
until  “a  message  from  God”  (his 


Roger  Burgess 
. . .  retiring 


term;  doctors  diagnosed  it  as  a 
stroke)  last  summer  helped  him  de¬ 
cide  otherwise. 

No  other  layperson  in  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  has  served  the  church 
longer  or  in  more  roles.  And  so 
many  agencies  “went  under”  during 
his  tours  of  duty  that  it  almost  be¬ 
came  a  joke. 

It’s  no  joke,  though,  that  he  gave 
distinguished  leadership  from  as  far 
back  as  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  in  1 950  to  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Temperance,  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns,  Board  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  and 
General  Church  Periodicals.  You 
won’t  find  a  one  of  those  in  today’s 
church  structure. 

Agencies  that  weathered  his  ser¬ 
vice  include  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  United 
Methodist  Communications,  the 
latter  for  10  years  as  its  CEO. 

As  a  “boss,"  Roger  was  in  a  class 
by  himself.  Walls  in  both  my  office 
and  my  home  bear  small  reminders 
of  one  who  knew  how  to  show  ap¬ 
preciation. 

My  favorite  Burgess  story  tells 
about  the  time  he  and  I  worked  in¬ 
tensely  together  at  the  church’s 
1976  General  Conference  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.  He  was  the  editor  of  the 


Faithfully  yours 


conference’s  voluminous  “Daily 
Christian  Advocate” — a  job  you 
wouldn’t  wish  on  Saddam  Hussein. 
1  was  his  news  editor,  responsible 
for  wrapping  up  each  day’s  activi¬ 
ties  with  a  Page  One  story. 

For  10  days  and  nights  I  made 
him  sweat  bullets  as  I  pursued  my 
usual  midnightish  pace  of  scanning 
my  notes,  then  staring  into  space 
for  what  may  have  seemed  like 
hours  to  him  until  I  could  visualize 
the  story.  Then  I’d  bang  the  type¬ 
writer  keys  and  turn  out  decent 
copy  on  deadline. 

So,  Roger,  for  lots  of  good  year; 
and  lots  of  good  memories  and  all 
the  deadlines  made,  “Old  Twinkle- 
fingers”  says  “Thanks  a  million.” 

— /OHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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love  the  sinner.’  ”  and  the  Social 
Principles  hold  that  homosexual  be¬ 
havior  is  “incompatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching.” 

These  views  are  comparable  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church’s  belief 
that  using  artificial  contraception  is 
a  sin.  I  don’t  believe  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  any  stronger 
grounds  for  its  beliefs  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  than  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  has  for  its  declarations  on 
contraception  and  abortion. 

How  can  two  great  churches  in 
the  20th  Century  hold  to  outmoded 
beliefs  about  sex,  sexuality,  homo¬ 
sexuals,  abortion,  beliefs  that  can 
inflict  great  harm  on  individuals? 
With  such  beliefs  do  these  churches 
present  a  Christian  attitude?  Do 
they  disgrace  the  Christian  religion, 
the  one  when  it  proclaims  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  contraception  to  be  a  sin,  the 
other  when  it  claims  that  homosex¬ 
uals  are  sinners? 

James  J.  Billings 
Del  Rio,  Texas 

Where  to  write 

I  read  your  article,  “Adoptive 
faith  called  key  to  vibrant  future  for 
church”  in  the  Sept.  10  issue  of  the 
Reporter. 

Could  you  please  give  me  the  ad¬ 
dress  “Vision  2000”  so  I  can  get 
some  information  from  them  on  lo¬ 
cal  church  outreach  to  evangelism? 

Bruce  Inglis 
Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois 

Editor’s  Note:  Information  on 
“Vision  2000”  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  the  Evangelism  Section, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O. 
Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0480 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor/'  United 
Methodist  Reporter ,  P.O.  Box 
660275 ;  Dallas ,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  Jesus  said  to  them,  ‘Follow 
me  and  I  will  make  you  fish  for  peo¬ 
ple.’  ”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  16:33) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  31 

Sunday:  Psalms  107:1-7 
Monday:  Psalms  107:33-37 
Tuesday:  Joshua  3:7-14 
Wednesday:  Joshua  3:15-17 
Thursday:  1  Thessalonians  2:9-10 
Friday:  1  Thessalonians  2:1 1-13 
Saturday:  Matthew  23:1-12 
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Harsh  realities  temper 
joy  at  Mideast  accord 


By  PETER ).  MIANO 

Yitzak  Rabin  sharing  a  platform 
with  Yassir  Arafat! 

Avowed  enemies  shaking  hands 
before  a  world  audience! 

Palestinian  flags  draping  the  an¬ 
cient  Damascus  Gate  in  the  Old 
City  of  Jerusalem! 

Children  offering  olive  branches  to 
soldiers  they  once  threw  stones  at! 

These  images  and  many  others 
like  them  herald  the  dawn  of  a  new 
age  in  Palestinian/Israeli  relations. 

A  major  milestone 

No  less  dramatic  than  the  fall  of 
the  Berlin  Wall  a  few  years  ago,  the 
events  of  recent  few  weeks  mark  a 
major  milestone  in  Middle  East  his¬ 
tory.  The  political  map  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  will  never  be  the  same 
again.  Thank  God! 

In  the  year  since  I  took  up  my 
post  as  United  Methodist  liaison  in 
Jerusalem,  I  have  seen  enough  op¬ 
pression  and  cruelty,  enough  of  the 
fruits  of  racism,  bigotry  and  ven¬ 
geance,  enough  of  the  pain  and  an¬ 
guish  of  the  peoples  who  live  here 
to  dream  of  the  images  witnessed  by 
the  world  these  last  few  weeks. 

So,  when  the  dreams  were  made 
reality,  I  was  able  to  share  the  thrill 
felt  almost  universally  among  the 
indigenous  populations  here. 

Peace  beats  war 

Any  peace  beats  any  war.  The 
risks  of  peace  far  outweigh  the  cer¬ 
tainties  of  ongoing  violence  and 
vengeance.  This  budding  peace  cer¬ 
tainly  carries  enormous  risks,  but 
anyone  who  loves  the  people  of  Is¬ 
rael  and  Palestine  has  a  right  to  a 
long  moment  of  joy  and  relief. 

But  before  we  give  in  to  the  im¬ 
pulse  to  exult  in  the  advent  of  peace 
like  angels  over  Bethlehem  an¬ 
nouncing  the  birth  of  Jesus,  it  is 
prudent  to  consider  some  realities 
about  what  peace  will  require  of  Is¬ 
raelis  and  Palestinians.  Optimism  is 
tempered  with  mutual  suspicion 
and  skepticism. 

For  many  Palestinians,  the  prom- 


My  Witness 

The  Rev.  Peter  /.  Miano  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the  Southern  New  England 
Annual  Conference. 


ised  autonomy  is  still  pie  in  the  sky. 

For  many  Israelis,  the  concept  of 
a  homeland  for  the  “enemy”  and 
return  of  Yassir  Arafat  to  Palestine 
is  cause  for  dread,  not  hope. 

Several  questions  remain  to  be 
answered. 

After  casting  the  Palestinians  as 
“rejectionists”  for  46  years,  will  Is¬ 
raelis  themselves  summon  the  cour¬ 
age  to  take  “yes”  for  an  answer,  i.e. 
the  Palestinian  “yes”  to  co-exis¬ 
tence  with  Israel? 

Is  the  current  agreement  really  a 
step  along  the  way  to  Palestinian 
self-determination  or,  as  many  Pal¬ 
estinians  suspect,  is  it  only  a  small 
carrot  concealing  a  big  stick? 

Will  the  antagonists  be  able  to 
work  toward  mutual  trust  and  coop¬ 
eration,  or  will  the  habits  of  ven¬ 
geance  and  bitterness  emerge  as 
insurmountable? 

In  short,  are  those  who  were  will¬ 
ing  for  so  long  to  assume  the  cost  of 
war  be  willing  to  pay  the  price  of 
peace? 

First  step  taken 

To  be  sure,  the  first  important 
step  has  been  taken.  Mutual  recog¬ 
nition  and  respect  are  fundamental 
to  any  hope  for  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  hostile  peoples. 

Fanaticism  threatens  this  fledgling 
peace  from  both  sides,  but  my  expe¬ 
rience  persuades  me  that  Israeli  ex¬ 
tremism  is  vastly  underestimated 
and,  paradoxically,  poses  a  signifi¬ 
cantly  higher  threat  than  Palestinian 
extremism. 

Still,  I  am  optimistic  that  moderate 
Israelis  and  Palestinians  will  soon 
prevail.  People  here  are  sick  of 
bloodshed  and  tears.  When  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  peace  begin  to  ripple  through 
the  respective  communities,  modera¬ 
tion  and  hope  will  take  firm  hold. 


REUGIOUS  NEWS  SESVICE  PHOTO 

GAZA  STRIP — Israel's  Sept.  9  recognition  of  the  Palestine  Libera¬ 
tion  Organization  touched  off  this  peace  demonstration  that  was 
followed  days  later  by  the  signing  of  historic  peace  accords.  Yet  the 
road  to  Middle  East  peace  remains  pocked  with  suspicion  and  dis¬ 
trust  (see  related  "My  Witness"  above). 
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The  use  of  the  newspaper  provides  more  staff  time 
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WAREHOUSE  MOVES:  Relief  from  the 
Great  Flood  of  ’93  continues  from  at  least  one 
new  location.  Gifts — building  supplies  head  the 
current  most-needed  list — should  be  sent  to 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  Coali¬ 
tion  Warehouse,  1534  Burlington,  North  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  MO  64116.  Phone  816-221-4203. 
Officials  said  work  teams  will  be  needed 
through  1994.  Teams  planning  to  come  to  Mis¬ 
souri  are  asked  to  call  Missouri  Interfaith  Disas¬ 
ter  Response  Network  at  800-399-7878.  The 
Advance  number  for  financial  gifts  is  #901690- 
5,  Mid-West  Flood  Recovery  Efforts. 

HEALTH  CARE  CONSULTATION: 

The  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion,  expressing  a  variety  of 
concerns  about  President 
Clinton’s  health  care  re¬ 
form  plan,  will  hold  a  con¬ 
sultation  on  the  issue  in 
January  in  the  nation’s  cap¬ 
ital.  Invitations  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  National 
Consultation  on  Health 
Care  Reform  have  been  is-  Hillary  Clinton 
sued  to  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  as  head  of  his 
health  care  task  force;  to  leaders  in  Congress, 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  leaders,  medical 
ethicists,  physicians  and  nurses.  The  consulta¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  produce  a  list  of  public  poli¬ 
cy  recommendations  on  the  issue. 


FOREIGN  POLICY:  The  head  of  the 

United  Methodist  social-action  agency  issued 
statements  last  week  related  to  two  hot  spots  of 
U.S.  foreign  policy.  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  chief  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  opposing  military  inter¬ 
vention  in  Haiti,  said  other  international  efforts 
must  be  used  to  help  Haitians  establish  a  just 
peace.  Dr.  Fassett  also  urged  U.S.  leaders  not  to 
increase  U.S.  military  intervention  in  Somalia 
but  to  concentrate  on  humanitarian  assistance 
and  mediation  among  the  east  African  country’s 
rival  factions. 


CANADIAN  LEADER  DIES:  The  Rev 

Howard  Mills,  general  secretary  and  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  died  re¬ 
cently  of  an  apparent  heart  attack.  He  had 
headed  the  United  Church  General  Council 
since  1986.  One  of  Canada’s  best  known  ecu¬ 
menical  leaders,  he  served  on  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  including  chairing  its  Program 
on  Theological  Education.  The  United  Church 
of  Canada,  formed  in  1925  out  of  a  merger  of 
Methodist,  Congregational  and  Presbyterian 
bodies,  is  the  nation's  largest  Protestant  body 
with  slightly  more  than  2  million  members. 

FIGHTS  AGAINST  AIDS:  About  500 

black  clergy  and  laypeople  gathered  recently  in 
Harlem  for  seminars  on  the  effects  of  the  lethal 
disease,  its  prevention  and  ministry  to  those  af¬ 
fected  by  AIDS.  The  Black  Church  National 
Education  and  Leadership  Training  Conference 
on  AIDS  was  held  as  part  of  the  Harlem  Week 
of  Prayer  for  the  Healing  of  AIDS. 

SUDAN  GROUPS  SEEK  HELP:  Non¬ 
governmental  relief  organizations  working  in 
southern  Sudan  have  issued  a  joint  statement 
calling  for  renewed  support  from  the  interna¬ 
tional  community  in  aid  efforts.  Sudan  has  been 
the  scene  of  one  of  the  bloodiest  and  least  visi¬ 
ble  of  the  conflicts  raging  around  the  world. 
Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Burundi 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— While 
other  directors  and  staff  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  scurried  out 
of  their  meeting-place  hotel  last 
week  to  their  home  states  and 
countries,  their  colleague  Man- 
asse  Habonimana  of  Gitega,  Bu¬ 
rundi,  wondered  whether  he 
could  ever  safely  return  home. 

On  Oct.  21,  the  Central  Afri¬ 
can  country  of  Burundi  under¬ 
went  a  military  coup,  reportedly 
killing  the  new  president,  Mel¬ 
chior  Ndadaye. 

Mr.  Ndadaye,  a  former  banker, 
was  elected  to  lead  the  country  in 
July  in  Burundi’s  first  free  and 
democratic  elections  since  it  had 
become  independent  from  Bel¬ 
gium  in  1962. 

Members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Burundi  Annual  Conference 
had  promoted  the  election  and 
encouraged  the  return  of  political 
refugees  after  Mr.  Ndadaye  was 
elected. 


coup  threatens  United  Methodists 


News  reports  said  the  coup 
was  rooted  in  decades  of  ethnic 
tensions  in  the  tribal  makeup  of 
the  country's  5.6  million  people, 
where  the  Tutsi  tribe  has  ruled 
over  the  85  percent  Hutu  major¬ 
ity  population.  Tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  have  been  killed  in  clashes 
between  the  tribes  since  indepen¬ 
dence.  Mr.  Ndadaye  was  the  first 
Hutu  chosen  to  lead  the  country. 

Afraid  for  his  family 

In  an  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Mr.  Habonimana  said  he 
was  afraid  for  his  family  and  for 
the  welfare  of  United  Methodist 
leaders  in  Burundi. 

Mr.  Habonimana  is  communica¬ 
tions  officer  for  the  50,000-mem¬ 
ber  Burundi  Annual  Conference. 
His  wife,  Antoinette,  is  conference 
treasurer.  Their  home  is  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Nyabugogo,  just  outside  of 
Gitega,  some  100  kilometers  from 
the  capital  city  of  Bujumbura. 

Although  Burundian  Bishop  J. 
Alfred  Ndoricimpa  had  left  the 
country  prior  to  the  coup  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Oct.  30-Nov.  5  Council 


of  Bishops  meeting  in  Atlanta, 
the  bishop’s  family  is  still  in  Bu¬ 
rundi  and  may  be  in  danger,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Habonimana. 

During  the  Global  Ministries 
board  annual  meeting.  World  Divi¬ 
sion  president 
Bishop  Dan  Sol¬ 
omon  (Oklaho¬ 
ma  Area)  and 
Africa  area  pres¬ 
ident  Bishop 
Fritz  Mutti 
(Kansas  Area) 
sent  a  letter  to  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
President  Clinton  asking  that  the 
United  States  “do  everything  we 
can  to  insure  democracy  is  pre¬ 
served  in  Burundi. 

“Immediate  action  is  essential  if 
we  are  to  avoid  the  potential 
‘bloodbath'  that  looms  on  the  hori¬ 
zon,”  the  letter  said. 

Requesting  asylum 

Officials  of  the  mission  board’s 
Africa  office  were  also  trying  to 
send  word  to  the  U.S.  embassy  in 
Burundi  to  request  asylum  for 
the  bishop’s  family,  since  the 


country’s  airport  and  all  borders 
were  said  to  be  closed.  However, 
they  were  not  able  to  establish 
communication  in  that  country 
because  telephone  lines  appar¬ 
ently  were  cut. 

Mission  board  officers  said 
they  will  continue  to  monitor  de¬ 
velopments  in  Burundi  and  will 
alert  partner  churches  which  are 
planning  travel  to  the  country  in 
the  next  few  months. 

There  are  no  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission  personnel  in  Burundi. 
However,  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Paul  and  Roxanne 
Webster  from  Wisconsin  were 
scheduled  to  leave  for  Burundi 
on  Nov.  4.  They  will  continue 
studies  in  language  school  in  Eu¬ 
rope  until  further  notice. 

News  reports  from  the  neigh¬ 
boring  African  country  of  Ruan¬ 
da  said  that  Mr.  Ndadaye  was 
killed  along  with  three  other  se¬ 
nior  government  officials. 

News  reports  also  said  the 
coup  was  carried  out  under  army 
officers  led  by  former  president 
Jean  Baptiste  Bagaza.  He  had  re- 
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cently  returned  to  Burundi  after 
years  of  being  in  exile. 

A  state  of  emergency  was  en¬ 
forced  with  dawn-to-dusk  cur¬ 
fews.  Coup  leaders  were  said  to 
have  suspended  the  movement  of 
people  from  their  homes  and  to 
have  banned  gatherings  of  more 
than  three  people. 


Retiring  UMCom  chief  calls  church  to  global  action 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO 

Topics  such  as  this  Oct.  21  discussion  of  religion  in  public  schools  by  Judge  J.  Taylor  Phillips 
(left)  and  co-host  Hilly  Hicks  have  been  offered  by  the  now-canceled  United  Methodist  televi¬ 
sion  program,  "Catch  the  Spirit."  United  Methodist  Communications  directors  have  decided  the 
church  should  explore  other  options  for  a  presence  in  public  media. 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Stop  thinking 
United  States  of  America  all  the 
time;  start  thinking  world  all  the 
time. 

Stop  worrying  about  lack  of 
(United  Methodist)  growth  in  the 
United  States  of  America;  start 
celebrating  growth  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Africa  and  Russia. 

Stop  using  nationalist  lan¬ 
guage;  start  using  world  language. 

Those  and  other  admonitions 
were  the  counsel 
of  Roger  L.  Bur¬ 
gess  as  he  gave 
his  final  address 
to  the  United 
Methodist  Com¬ 
munications 
(UMCom)  gov¬ 
erning  board  Roger  L.  Burgess 
during  its  recent  annual  meeting. 

Dr.  Burgess,  66,  announced  he 
would  retire  June  30  after  serving 
as  UMCom  head  for  a  decade  and 
as  a  staff  member  of  churchwide 
agencies  for  nearly  40  years  (see  re¬ 
lated  “Faithfully  yours”  column  on 
Page  2). 

'World  our  parish' 

Using  the  words  of  Method¬ 
ism’s  founder  John  Wesley,  Dr. 
Burgess  said  the  time  has  come 
for  the  church  to  put  into  prac¬ 
tice  its  long-touted  declaration 
that  “the  world  is  our  parish.” 

He  said  his  observations  were 
prompted  by  a  recent  study  leave 
when  he  visited  United  Methodist 
work  in  northern  Europe,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Germany  and  Russia. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 


is  the  second-largest  Protestant 
denomination  in  the  United 
States,  with  8.9  million  mem¬ 
bers.  Another  million  members 
reside  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the 
Philippines.  While  membership 
has  declined  in  the  United  States 
for  more  than  20  years,  the 
church  is  growing  rapidly  in  Afri¬ 
ca,  the  Philippines  and,  recently, 
in  some  former  Soviet  republics. 

“We  cannot  allow  the  issue  of 
globalization  to  be  considered  by 
our  church  without  input  from 
the  communication  agency  of  the 
denomination.”  Dr.  Burgess  said. 

“Rather  than  wait  for  global¬ 
ization  to  be  thrust  upon  us, 
UMCom  needs  to  prepare  its 
own  resources  to  what  could  be  a 
dramatically  changed  environ¬ 
ment  by  the  year  2,000.” 

International  services 

Noting  that  UMCom  already 
provides  some  international  ser¬ 
vices  and  products,  Dr.  Burgess 
suggested  several  short-term  ini¬ 
tiatives  including: 

S  Encouragement  of  commu¬ 
nication  committees  in  each  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference,  regional  units  of 
the  church  comparable  to  the 
church's  five  U.S.  jurisdictions; 

•/  Inclusion  of  Central  Confer¬ 
ences  in  a  FAX  network  being  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  United  States  for 
quick  transmittal  of  information; 

y  Development  of  a  video  to 
help  United  Methodists  under¬ 
stand  the  “world  parish”  of  their 
church. 

For  the  year  2000  and  beyond, 
he  offered  other  suggestions  in¬ 


cluding  news  bureaus  overseas; 
expansion  of  the  church’s  toll- 
free  telephone  service  to  include 
the  world;  worldwide  video  tele¬ 
conferences;  and  a  world  edition 
of  the  church’s  program  journal. 


In  other  action,  the  board 
agreed  to  continue  the  church’s 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  weekly  cable 
television  program  through  the 
remainder  of  1993,  after  which  it 
will  be  discontinued. 


The  board  established  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  staff  and  commission 
members  to  explore  other  op¬ 
tions  for  United  Methodist  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  public  media  in  the 
future. 


Global  missions  board  heeds  members'  call  to  streamline 


Board  eyes 
restructure, 
other  changes 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — The  peo¬ 
ple  have  spoken,  and  your  mission 
board  really  listened. 

The  church’s  largest  general  agen¬ 
cy  will  have  only  one  full  board 
meeting  next  year. 

The  agency  also  expects  to  re¬ 
structure  its  programs  and  staff  in 
1994  as  part  of  its  committment  to 
“efficiency  and  effectiveness.” 

A  top  priority  of  the  recent  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  was  to  respond  to  a  recom¬ 
mendation  by  elected  directors  last 
year  that  the  board  “needs  to  be 
streamlined  to  fit  a  world  in  which 
opportunities  and  needs  are  acceler¬ 
ating  while  financial  resources  de¬ 
cline.” 

With  that  in  mind,  one  of  the  first 
major  actions  during  the  Oct.  18-22 
meeting  was  authorizing  only  the 
executive  committee  to  meet  next 
spring.  Currently,  all  180  elected  di¬ 
rectors  from  around  the  world  meet 
twice  a  year. 

The  Spring  1994  meeting  will  in¬ 
clude  officers  and  executive  com¬ 
mittees  of  each  program  committee, 
department  and  division.  Com¬ 
bined  membership  of  this  group  is 
normally  107.  However,  some  peo¬ 
ple  hold  offices  on  more  than  one 


STAMFORD,  Conn.— 
Directors  of  the 
General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  used 
electronic  keypads 
like  this  one  to 
register  their 
preferences  on 
proposals  to 
restructure  the 
missions  agency.  Final 
vote  on  streamlining 
the  agency  is 
expected  to  take  place 
in  Fall  1994. 
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committee,  reducing  the  total  to  78. 

Another  major  change  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
is  its  shift  from  “managing  mission 
to  facilitating  mission.” 

“No  longer  can  we  ask  ‘Does  New 
York  approve?’  but  ask  ‘How  can 
New  York  help?’  ”  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Messer  of  Denver.  He 
chairs  the  board’s  task  force  on  effi¬ 
ciency  and  effectiveness  in  mission. 

Dr.  Messer  told  directors  and 
staff  last  week  that  task  force  mem¬ 
bers  believe  that  the  new  structure 
will  make  the  agency  really  become 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries — global  in  both  intent  and  op¬ 
erations. 


The  proposed  structure  replaces 
the  former  National  and  World 
Program  Divisions  with  a  single 
global  mission  program. 

Dr.  Messer  said,  “Some  tasks  will 
be  shifted  to  volunteers-in-mission, 
part-time  staff  and  consultants.  We 
find  that  more  people  are  willing  to 
serve  part  time  for  a  week  than  in 
the  past.” 

The  board’s  Women’s  Division — 
because  of  its  membership  basis — 
would  be  the  only  unit  to  preserve 
its  present  organizational  structure 
and  purpose. 

UMCOR  would  retain  its  name 
and  special  funding  but  with  an 
identifiable  health  and  welfare  unit. 


Proposed  cutbacks  raise  racial-ethnic  concerns 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — A  propos¬ 
al  to  restructure  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  received  mixed  reactions 
last  week  from  the  board’s  elected 
directors. 

When  the  180  directors  were 
asked  to  give  feedback,  at  least  287 
written  comments  came  back  rang¬ 
ing  from  frustration  to  excitement. 

Comments  included: 

y  What  does  “united”  mean  in 
relation  to  the  board’s  Women's  Di¬ 
vision? 

y  How  will  the  concept  of  a 
“global  division”  be  brought  togeth¬ 
er? 

y  How  will  this  new  structure  re¬ 
late  to  central  conferences  (the 
church’s  major  regional  structures 
outside  the  United  States)  and  to 
national  mission  networks? 

During  a  special  survey  of  mis¬ 
sion-board  members,  the  180  direc¬ 
tors  were  given  electronic  keypads 
on  which  to  express  their  views  on 
the  proposed  restucture. 

In  response,  87  percent  were  in 
general  agreement  that  the  board 
should  take  a  more  active  role  in  co¬ 
ordinating  and  facilitating  volun- 
teers-in-mission. 

However,  76  percent  expressed 
general  agreement  that  the  board's 
restructure  task  force  should  main¬ 
tain  the  membership  and  funding 
patterns  of  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  most  vocal  cautions  against 


the  proposal  came  from  directors 
worried  about  “downsizing”  of 
staff — in  particular,  phasing  out 
staff  of  African  descent. 

Christine  Keels  of  Randallstown, 
Md.,  asked  the  board  to  continue  its 
historic  witness  to  the  disadvan¬ 
taged  as  well  as  to  continue  affirma¬ 
tive  action  for  people  of  color. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  D.  Henderson 
of  Dallas  said,  “The  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries — just  like  cor¬ 
porate  America — has  found  that  we 
can  not  survive  with  a  dinosaur 
mentality. 

“In  the  name  of  streamlining,  in 
the  name  of  becoming  more  effi¬ 
cient  with  less,  in  the  name  of  eco¬ 
nomic  realities,  I  plead  with  you 
that  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  does  not  follow  the  his¬ 
torical  pattern  of  corporate  Ameri¬ 
ca  by  eliminating  a  disproportion¬ 


ate  number  of  persons  of  African 
descent,  nor  women,  nor  persons  of 
any  ethnic  racial  groups.” 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  of 
West  Chester,  Pa.,  told  the  Reporter 
that  several  black  directors  wanted 
to  make  their  concerns  specific, 
since  fewer  black  executives  are 
working  for  the  mission  board  now 
than  in  prior  years. 

“What  does  it  profit  any  of  us  if 
we  serve  the  board,  provide  leader¬ 
ship  to  the  board,  staff  the  board, 
take  trips  at  the  board’s  sponsorship 
...  if  our  souls  have  lost  touch  with 
the  struggles  of  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters?”  he  told  the  mission  board. 

“We  want  to  be  specific  about  the 
concerns  of  people  of  African  de¬ 
scent.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


COUNCIL  ON  EVANGELISM  OF  U.  M.  CHURCH 

“Evangelism  For  A  New  Sanctuary" 

National  Congress  On  Evangelism 

January  3-6,  1994,  Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina 

Hilton  Hotel—  Double  Room  $40.00 

Outstanding  Speakers: 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt  (Denman  lecturer)  •  Rebecca  Pippert 
Sam  Kamaleson  •  Bishop  Alfred  Norris  •  Will  Willimon 
plus  many  others! 

Request  registration  form  from:  Jack  Gillespie,  4495  Sandy  Plains 
Rd.,  Marietta,  GA  30066.  (404)  993-4919. 
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SCHOLARSHIP  AWARDS:  Three 

graduate  students  have  received  scholarships 
from  the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 
Sharon  Seyfarth  was  given  a  scholarship  to  the 
Graduate  School  for  Ecumenical  Studies,  also 
known  as  the  Bossey  Ecumenical  Institute,  at 
the  University  of  Geneva,  Switzerland.  Christo¬ 
pher  Franks  and  Elaine  Robinson  were  awarded 
$250  each  for  the  Oikoumene  Essay  Award. 

OVERSEAS  TRAVEL:  A  group  studying 
possible  visits  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  chief  coordinating  agency  to  church 
regional  bodies  outside  the  United  States  has 
been  asked  to  continue  its  explorations.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  meeting  recently  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  affirmed  the  value  of  experiencing 
United  Methodism  overseas.  However,  they 
voiced  concern  about  shrinking  churchwide 
funds  and  about  the  possibility  that  such  a 
meeting  might  be  perceived  as  a  church-funded 
tourist  junket. 

OPERATION  CLASSROOM:  At  latest 
report,  65  Youth  Care  Boxes  have  been  sent  to 
West  Africa  through  the  United  Methodist- 
spawned  Operation  Classroom  program.  The 
response  followed  a  story  in  the  June  25  Report¬ 
er  asking  United  Methodists  to  help  teenage  Li¬ 
berian  refugees  attend  United  Methodist 
mission  schools  by  providing  basic  school  sup¬ 
plies  and  clothing.  The  Rev.  Joe  Wagner  of  Col¬ 
fax,  lnd„  Operation  Classroom  director  for  the 
church’s  two  annual  conferences  in  Indiana, 
shared  a  note  in  one  box  from  Marlene  Lee, 
fourth  grade  summer  teacher  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Garden  City,  Kansas: 
“We’ve  had  only  an  average  of  seven  to  nine 
students  this  summer,  but  by  doing  odd  jobs  at 
home  for  extra  money  and  two  freewill  offering 
bake  sales,  they  made  over  $230.  So  with  the 
money  we  got  three  sets  [of  supplies]  for  three 
girls  and  three  sets  for  three  boys.  Hope  the  six 
students  will  have  a  good  year  at  school.” 

SERVICE  AWARDS:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  recently  presented  its  distinguished  ser¬ 
vice  award  to  the  Rev.  Frank  Baker  of  Durham, 
N.C.  Until  1988  he  was  general  editor  of  the  in- 
progress,  35-volume  Wesley  Works  project.  The 
commission  also  announced  the  Rev.  Frederick 
A.  Norwood,  church  historian,  educator  and  au¬ 
thor,  as  its  1994  recipient  of  the  award. 


Religion  prof  says  he's  a  'post-Holocaust'  UM 
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The  denouncement  of  this  historic  handshake  between  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Rabin  and  PLO 
Chairman  Arafat  by  a  professor  at  a  United  Methodist-related  seminary  disturbs  a  Holocaust 
scholar  (see  related  stories  at  left  and  below). 

Jewish  survival:  UMC  for  or  against ? 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Franklin  H.  Littell 
refers  to  himself  as  a  “post-Holo¬ 
caust”  Methodist. 

That  tells  a  lot  about  the  76- 
year-old  internationally  known 
scholar  who  recently  won  the 
$100,000  Robert  Foster  Cherry 
Award  for  Distinguished  Teach¬ 
ing,  awarded  annually  by  Baylor 
University  in  Waco,  Texas. 

The  prize  is  given  for  “extraor¬ 
dinary  teaching,  significant  con¬ 
tributions  to 
the  lives  and 
careers  of  stu¬ 
dents  and  out¬ 
standing 
national  and 
international 
scholarly 
achieve¬ 
ments.”  Dr. 

Littell  told  the  Reporter  it  was 
the  first  time  the  award  had  been 
given  to  a  religion  professor. 

The  retired  United  Methodist 
minister  and  former  professor  of 
church  history  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  and  at  Temple  Uni¬ 
versity  has  spent  his  adult  life 
studying  and  teaching  about  the 
Holocaust  in  which  6  million 
Jews  were  exterminated  by  the 
German  Nazi  government  during 
World  War  II. 

Important  for  today 

It  is  important  for  today’s 
Christians  to  leam  about  the  Ho¬ 
locaust,  he  said,  because  centuries 
of  Christian  theology  created  the 
climate  for  the  Holocaust. 

Much  of  the  same  theology  is 
still  taught  today,  he  said. 

“Christian  preaching  and  teach¬ 
ing  badly  needs  to  be  revised  in 
terms  of  the  Holocaust,”  he  said. 

“Theological  anti-semitism,  cul¬ 
tural  anti-semitism  and  political 
anti-semitism  have  been  endemic 
to  Christianity  since  the  rise  of  the 
Gentile  church." 

Even  modem  Christians  have 
been  taught  that  "God  is  through 


with  the  Jews,"  “the  new  cove¬ 
nant  supersedes  the  old  cove¬ 
nant,”  or  “the  Jews  are  a 
degenerate  people,  doomed  to 
wander  and  suffer,”  he  said. 

These  attitudes  “have  had  hor¬ 
rendous  implications  in  the  mod¬ 
em  world,”  Dr.  Littell  said. 

Dr.  Littell  takes  issue  with 
those  who  say  that  the  United 
States  is  a  Christian  nation. 

“We  are  not  a  Christian  nation 
but  a  nation  of  Christians,  Jews, 
Muslims,  Buddhists  and  many 
other  religious  groups.  We  have 
to  leam  to  relate  to  each  other." 

But  Dr.  Littell’s  major  concern 
is  about  the  Jews  and  the  “crisis  of 
credibility”  the  Christian  church 
has  had  since  the  Holocaust. 

“We  will  have  bad  theology 
and  bad  preaching  until  we  get 
our  heads  screwed  on  straight 
about  the  Jews,”  he  continued. 

Not  just  extremists 

Dr.  Littell  made  it  clear  he  was 
not  only  talking  about  extremists 
but  also  about  some  leaders  of 
boards  and  agencies  of  mainline 
Protestant  denominations,  includ¬ 
ing  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  (see  related  aritcle  at  right) 
who  have  taken  what  he  considers 
to  be  a  hostile  position  on  Israel. 

His  concern  for  Israel  and  the 
fate  of  the  Jewish  people  dates  to 
the  end  of  World  War  II  when  he 
served  with  the  U.S.  armed  forces 
in  Germany  and  came  face  to  face 
with  evidence  of  the  Holocaust.  It 
was  not  an  experience  he  could 
walk  away  from. 

Dr.  Littell  is  president  of  the 
National  Institute  on  the  Holo¬ 
caust.  In  1970  he  co-founded  the 
National  Scholars’  Conference  on 
the  German  Church  Struggle  and 
the  Holocaust  which  has  become  a 
center  of  study  and  publication. 

“The  Holocaust  was  not  ‘in¬ 
vented,’  as  the  revisionists  claim 
and  those  who  try  to  manipulate 
it  for  special  interests  presume," 
he  wrote:  “we  looked  back,  and  it 
was  there — as  close,  and  as  ines¬ 
capable,  as  our  own  shadows.” 


During  a  recent  interview  with 
the  Reporter,  Dr.  Franklin  H. 
Littell,  a  Holocaust  scholar,  said 
it  disturbs  him  greatly  that  some 
leaders  of  mainline  Protestant 
denominations,  including  United 
Methodists,  have  taken  a  consis¬ 
tently  pro-Palestinian  stand  in 
the  conflict  between  Palestinians 
and  Jews  in  Israel. 

“One  reason  some  of  our 
church  leaders  have  been  so  hos¬ 
tile  to  Israel  is  because  they  know 
what  to  do  with  the  Jew  as  a  loser 
but  they  don’t  know  what  to  do 
with  the  Jew  as  a  winner,”  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
was  friendly  to  Israel  as  “a  little 
David,”  Dr.  Littell  said,  until  1967. 

The  1967  war  showed  Israel 
was  so  powerful,  he  said,  that  in 
six  days  the  Israelis  defeated  the 


Arab  forces  that  were  massed 
against  them  and  poised  for  at¬ 
tack,  although  the  Israelis  were 
outnumbered  by  some  50  to  one. 

“Within  months,  literally,”  he 
said,  "mainline  Protestant  boards 
and  agencies  began  to  publish  con¬ 
tinuously  hostile  criticism  of  Israel 
and  patronizing  stories  about  the 
Palestinians.  Those  stories  have 
continued  to  this  day. 

“Back  of  this,”  he  continued, 
“is  how  we  view  Jewish  survival. 
Are  we  for  it  or  against  it?” 

Dr.  Littell  was  particularly  in¬ 
censed  by  a  recent  column  by  Dr. 
Rosemary  Radford  Ruether,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  theology  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  in  the  “Na¬ 
tional  Catholic  Reporter.” 

In  the  column,  which  de¬ 


nounced  the  recent  agreement  be¬ 
tween  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Rabin  and  PLO  Chairman  Yasser 
Arafat,  she  said  it  was  a  historical 
breakthrough  on  one  level  only: 
“It  ends  three  decades  of  demon- 
ization  of  the  PLO  . . . 

“. . .  it  is  not  surprising,”  she 
wrote,  “that  large  numbers  of 
Palestinians  see  this  deal  as  the 
final  capitulation  to  Israeli  occu¬ 
pation  and  a  betrayal  of  their 
minimal  demands  by  a  discredit¬ 
ed  PLO  leadership  in  Tunis.” 

Dr.  Littell  said  Ms.  Ruether’s 
denouncement  of  an  act  of  peace 
will  “have  a  hearing  in  United 
Methodist  circles"  and  “in  an  es¬ 
tablishment  that  is  putting  forth 
again  and  again  and  again  that  it 
is  slanted  against  Israel.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1 . 1 5  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  Si 5  additional  plus  add  S9.20 
for  8  wordsto  your  copy  for  our  contact  infor- 

EVANGELISM  POSITION.  CANDLER 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  invites 
applications  for  a  tenure-track  position  in 
Evangelism,  beginning  August  1994.  An 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 

Ministries  to  direct  ongoing  youth  program  and 
outreach  in  church  of  2000  members.  Contact: 
White  Rock  UMC,  1450  Old  Gate,  Dallas,  TX 
75218.(214) 324-3661. 

except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance. 

pendent  on  qualifications  and  experience. 
Teaching  the  theology  and  practice  of  evange- 
lism  at  the  M.Div.  and  D.Min.  levels.  Research 
and  scholarship  in  evangelism,  with  the  ability 
to  make  a  significant  contribution  to  the  field 
as  well  as  the  desire  to  engage  in  theological 
discourse  within  an  ecumenical  and  culturally 
pluralistic  community.  Knowledge  of  Wesley¬ 
an  theology  and  Methodist  tradition  desirable. 
The  position  offers  the  possibility  of  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  World  Methodist  Evangelism 
Institute,  a  cooperative  program  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  Candler.  Send  letter  of 
application.  CV,  transcripts,  limited  sample  of 
writing/publications,  and  the  names  of  three 
references  to:  Theodore  Runyon,  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlan- 
ta,  GA  30322.  Preference  given  to  applications 
received  before  February  1,  1994.  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  is  an  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 

A  PROGRESSIVE  2000-MEMBER  CHURCH 

seeks  a  full-time  contemporary  Associate  Min¬ 
ister  of  Music.  BA  degree  in  a  music  related  dis¬ 
cipline  and/or  2-4  years  experience  preferred. 
Major  responsibilities  include:  youth  choir  and 
instrumental  director,  praise  singer  coordina¬ 
tor,  and  pianist  with  skills  of  musical  arrange¬ 
ment.  Please  send  resume  to:  Amanda  Singer, 
Colonial  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  5247 
Vance  Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (210)  349-2401. 

GRIFFIN,  GA.  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 

Church  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  and  Pro¬ 
gram  for  a  growing  congregation  of  1850  South 
of  the  Atlanta  metro  area.  Duties  will  include 
directing  youth  and  children’s  ministries  under 
the  Work  Area  on  Education.  Please  send  letter 
of  application  and  resume  to:  Rev.  Hubert 
Flanagan,  Senior  Minister,  First  United  Meth- 

30223. 

SEEKING  PART-TIME  YOUTH  Director, 30 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 

for  1000-member  church  starting  no  later  than 
Feburary  1994.  Experience  required,  master’s 
preferred.  Oversight  of  graded  choirs  and  mu¬ 
sic  activities.  Resumes  to:  David  Bourell,  Mu¬ 
sic  Search  Chair,  Box  460,  Manchaca,  TX 
78652. 

hours/week,  for  growing  congregation.  Salary 
based  on  experience,  $1 5,000-$20,000.  Con¬ 
tact:  Rev.  Mike  Alexander,  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  70.  Granbury,  TX  76048.  (8 1 7)  573-5573. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Growing 
800-member  UM  church.  Degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Pastor  Charles 
Avery,  P.O.  Box  39,  Destin,  FL  32540.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 

Education  wanted  for  3400-member  conserva¬ 
tive  congregation.  Needs  a  master’s  degree  in 
Christian  education  or  equivalent  and  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  5  years  experience.  Large,  active,  and 
growing  program  with  excellent  facilities.  Mul¬ 
tiple  stall  church,  committed  to  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  ministry  possible.  Salary  based  on 
experience.  Reauires  excellent  administrative 
ability,  successful  children  and  adult  Christian 
education  track  record,  comm itmenMo^  train- 

and  Affirmative  Action  employer. 

PREACHING:  CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  The¬ 

ology  at  Emory  University.  Assistant  Professor 
of  Preaching,  beginning  fall  semester,  1994. 
Teaching  responsibilities  in  M.Div.  and  other 
Candler  degree  programs,  focusing  on  the  craft 

SEEKING:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  for  infants  through  6th  grade.  Evangeli¬ 
cal  1100-member  congregation.  Send  resumes 
to:  Pegi  Hover,  5200  W.  Caldwell  Ave.,  Visalia, 
CA  93277. 

of  preaching.  Qualifications  preferred:  earned 
doctoral  degree,  experience  in  congregational 
ministry,  commitment  to  multicultural  per¬ 
spective.  Target  date  for  applications:  January 
15,  1994.  Send  application  letter,  vita,  gradu¬ 
ate  transcript,  and  3  letters  of  reference  to: 
Professor  John  Freeman,  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  GA 
30322.  Emory  University  is  an  Equal  Employ- 

FOR  SALE:  55  YOUTH  JACKETS  (brown).  28 

adult  choir  robes  (gold)  with  4-color  stoles.  Pam 
Capener,  Christ  Church,  2807  Valwood  Park¬ 
way,  Farmers  Branch,  TX  75234.  (214)  247- 
6136. 

riculum  resources.  Contact:  Rev.  Richard  M. 
Freeman,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco, 
TX  76714-7736.  Phone:  (817)  772-5630. 

PERSONALLY  ESCORTED  COLEMAN 

Tours:  Panama  Canal/Caribbean  Cruise,  Feb¬ 
ruary  6;  Disneyworld/Epcot,  March  19;  Spring- 

COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  FOR  DAKOTAS 

Conference.  Contact:  James  Person,  304  N. 

ment  Opportunity  employer. 

June  18.  Let  us  plan  your  group  tours  and 
cruises.  1-800-346-9711.  | 

PREACHING:  CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  The- 

meroy,  680  Eighth  Ave.,  SW,  Valley  City,  ND 
58072. 

Preaching,  beginning  fall  semester,  1994.  Se¬ 
nior  tenured  position.  Teaching  responsibil- 
ities  in  M.Div.  and  Ph.D.  programs. 
Qualifications  preferred:  earned  doctoral  de¬ 
gree,  demonstrated  competence  as  preacher 
and  teacher  of  preaching,  program  of  publica¬ 
tion  reflecting  scholarly  perspective  on  the  dis¬ 
cipline.  Target  date  for  applications:  January 

1,  1994.  Contact:  Professor  John  Freeman, 
Candler  School  of  Theology.  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty,  Atlanta,  GA  30322.  Emory  University  is  an 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  employer. 

DISCUSSION  GROUPS  WANTED.  Local 

church  discussion  groups  to  participate  in  a^na- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for 

1700-member  church  in  America’s  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  county.  First  UMC,  101  West  Dakin  Ave.. 
Kissimmee,  FL  34741. 

1992  Book  of  Resolutions  over  9  weeks  begin¬ 
ning  January  16,  1994.  This  is  a  project  of  the 
UMC  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES 

for  2000-member  suburban  church.  Master's 
degree  and/or  certification  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  Previous  experience  required.  Submit  re¬ 
sume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  217 

$72.00  for  the  series.  Includes:  audio  tapes, 
opinionnaires*.  and  response  sheets.  Send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to:  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100  Maryland 
Ave.,  NE,  Washington,  DC  20002.  Deadline 

Attn:  Joe  Beaver. 

FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  AND  YOUTH  Di- 

PECANS:  SHELLED  AND  IN-SHELL  1993 

DIRECTOR  OF  CE  AND  YOUTH  to  devetop. 

administer  and  supervise  leadership  including 
youth  program  built  on  youth  based  ministry. 
Supervise  education  assistant.  Ideal  candidate 

gree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  package 
$23,000.  Resume:  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC, 
1500  Country  Club  Rd.,  Lake  Charles,  LA 

GA  crop.  Gift  tins,  boxes.  Candies.  Call  for 
fund  raising  brochure/gifl  brochure.  Wilkerson 
Pecans,  Sylvester,  GA  31791.  1-800-523-3505. 

70605. 

STOLES,  WOVEN  BY  THE  MAYAN  Indians 

youth,  relates  to  all  ages,  directs  unified  pro¬ 
gram  and  enjoys  youth.  Membership  900,  sub¬ 
urban.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  1 1/15 
do  Jack  Kennedy  to:  UMC  Green  Trails,  14237 
Ladue,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 

OPPORTUNITY—  HOUSEPARENTS  FOR 

Salem,  MO  emergency  shelter,  infants-17.  Cou¬ 
ple  preferred;  would  consider  single.  25  or  old¬ 
er.  Modern  home  with  private  apartment,  food, 
utilities,  salary,  other  benefits.  Husband  may 

of  Guatemala.  Available  in  all  liturgical  colors 
plus  the  renowned  multi-color.  $35.00,  send  no 
money,  shipped  on  approval.  Double  Mission 
Outreach,  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  Route 

2,  Murphysboro,  IL  62966  or  phone  (618)  684- 
3890,  keep  trying. 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for 

900-member  suburban  UMC,  established 
choirs,  orchestra  and  bells.  Oversee  youth  choir 
tour,  coordinate  with  worship.  Prefer  music 
certification,  leadership  development  profi¬ 
ciency,  UMC  worship  knowledge.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  by  1 1/15  do  Jim  Saugus: 
UMC  Green  Trails,  14237  Ladue,  Chesterfield. 
MO  63017. 

132,  Salem,  MO.  Include  brief  resume/phone. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY.  South¬ 

ern  Methodist  University.  Search  reopened: 
Christian  Education.  Ph.D.,  Ed.D  or  equivalent 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

preferred;  M.Div  or  equivalent,  and  United 
Methodist  membership  required;  demonstrated 
competency  in  teaching  and  scholarship  re¬ 
quired.  Date  of  appointment,  rank  and  salary 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FULL-TIME  Minis¬ 

ter  of  Music.  Growing  3000-member  church 
with  emphasis  on  worship,  evangelism,  and 
missions.  Currently  have  two  traditional  Sun¬ 
day  morning  services  plus  a  contemporary  Sat¬ 
urday  evening  service.  An  additional  Sunday 
morning  Praise  service  is  being  planned.  Es¬ 
tablished  music  ministry  includes  6  choirs  plus 
a  bell  choir,  men’s  chorus,  and  a  contemporary 
Christian  music  band.  A  tremendously  gifted 
organist/accompanist  is  already  part  of  this 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week, 
$525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 1 38, 
Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

1994.  Write  to:  Prof.  Edward  W.  Poitras,  Chair, 
Christian  Education  Search,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas.  TX  75275-0133  and  enclose 
CV.  SMU  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of 
race,  color,  national  or  ethnic  origin,  sex,  or 
disability.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action/equal 
opportunity/Title  IX  employer. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist. 

Buses,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distribu¬ 
tor  for  Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans 
with  center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call 
Trinity  Transportation,  (800)  330-3622. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Alabama  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of 
Children’s  Ministry  for  a  church  membership 
of  3,000.  Interested  candidates  should  have  the 

commmitted  Christian  with  a  focus  on  church 
music  as  part  of  a  ministerial  team.  Qualifica¬ 
tions  include:  master’s  degree  in  an  appropri¬ 
ate  area;  experience  directing  adult  and  youth 
choirs  and  orchestra;  experience  interpreting  a 
wide  variety  of  musical  styles  including  classi¬ 
cal,  contemporary,  and  gospel;  organizational 
and  people  skills;  spiritual  gifts.  Salary  and 
benefits  are  negotiable  and  will  not  be  an  im¬ 
pediment  if  you  are  the  right  person.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  2  references,  and  supporting  materials 
to:  Music  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1 16  NE  Perry  Ave.,  Peoria, 

IL  61603.  1 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMMING  in  exciting 
setting.  New  position.  Oversee  building  and 
program  development  of  new  Family  Life  Cen¬ 
ter,  20  acre  retreat  facility,  Christian  Living 
Center,  senior  adults  and  supervise  other  staff 
in  areas  of  youth  and  children.  Great  position 
in  active  church  located  in  beautiful  southeast 
Texas.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1 27.  Jasper.  TX  7595 1 .  (409)  384-5735. 

ability  to  organize  and  coordinate  a  compre¬ 
hensive  children’s  program.  Training  and/or  ex¬ 
perience  in  Christian  education,  good 
communication  skills,  ability  to  work  effective¬ 
ly  with  staff,  parents,  and  children  desired.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  resume  to:  Rever¬ 
end  Bud  Precise,  P.O.  Box  19069,  Birmingham, 
AL  35219-9069. 

Church  education  head  sees  historic 
emphasis  on  learning  fading  away 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Concerns  about 
the  growing  crisis  in  U.S.  public  and 
private  education  are  climbing  to  the 
top  of  secular  society’s  agenda,  but 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
moved  from  being  a  major  voice  in 
the  debate  to  a  silent  and  indifferent 
sideliner,  according  to  some  church 
leaders. 

“The  fundamentalists  are  taking 
over  school  boards  and  making  cur¬ 


riculum  choices  for  our  young  peo¬ 
ple,”  the  Rev.  Roger  Ireson  said 
recently. 

“On  the  list  of  top  concerns  among 
United  Methodists,  education  is  not 
even  ranked.  Have  our  people  lost 
their  faith  in  what  education  means 
to  us  and  what  it  can  do?”  he  asked. 

Dr.  Ireson,  head  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry,  and  other 
church  leaders  in  education  ex¬ 


pressed  concern  about  seeming  apa¬ 
thy,  even  hostility,  toward  education 
during  the  board’s  recent  meeting. 

United  Methodism  has  official  ties 
with  122  U.S.  prep  schools,  colleges, 
universities  and  seminaries.  Its  com¬ 
mitment  to  linking  spiritual  growth 
with  higher  learning  dates  to  1784, 
when  the  first  U.S.  Methodist  gather¬ 
ing  established  Cokesbury  College. 

Dr.  Ireson  said 
education  did  not 
surface  in  recent 
studies  on  the  top 
concerns  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  lay 
and  clergy  leaders. 

“We  need  to  re¬ 
claim  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  support  Roger  lreson 
private  education,  but  perhaps  we 
need  to  discuss  education  issues  in 
a  broader  sense  to  bring  more 
churches  into  the  discussion.” 

Benjamin  Lantz,  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  University 
of  Indianapolis,  said,  “If  every  local 
church  had  a  tutorial  program  to  help 
children  and  youth,  think  of  what  an 
impact  that  would  have  on  the  edu¬ 
cational  system  in  our  nation.” 

Bishop  Neil  Irons  (New  Jersey 
Area)  said  indifference  to  education 
among  grass-roots  church  members 
results  from  failure  of  the  education 
and  ministries  board  and  other  edu¬ 
cation  advocacy  groups  to  interpret 
the  church’s  historic  commitment 
to  education  as  a  means  of  enhanc¬ 
ing  personal  spiritual  growth  and 
greater  social  good. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  discussions  be¬ 
tween  bishops  and  presidents  of 
United  Methodist  colleges  are 
planned  next  year  in  each  of  the 
church’s  five  jurisdictions  (regions) 
in  the  United  States. 

Agency  directors  agreed  to  ap¬ 
point  a  task  force  to  draft  a  docu¬ 
ment  tracing  the  origins  of  the  ties 
between  church  and  education  and 
possibly  to  propose  legislation  to 
the  denomination’s  1996  legislative 
General  Conference. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  one  of  the 
church’s  1 3  program  agencies,  over¬ 
seas  United  Methodist-related 
schools,  colleges  and  universities. 


WESLEY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  PHOTO 


Wesley  Theological  Seminary  is  one  of  122  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  institutions  of  learning  in  the  United  States  that  stand  as  testimo¬ 
ny  to  the  church's  historic  emphasis  on  education.  The  Rev.  Roger 
Ireson,  head  of  the  church's  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  recently  questioned  whether  the  church  had  lost  its  faith 
in  education  (see  accompanying  story). 
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Bread  for  World  head:  'Change  ineffective 
government  policies  that  cause  hunger' 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Bread  for  the 
World,  the  grassroots  Christian 
anti-hunger  organization,  recently 
issued  its  fourth  annual  hunger  re¬ 
port  calling  this  year  for  politiciza¬ 
tion  of  the  movement. 

The  report  lauded  the  efforts  of 
churches  and  other  private  groups 
that  help  feed  the  hungry  both  in 
the  United  States  and  abroad,  not¬ 
ing  that  some  150,000  direct  ser- 


ln  the  U.S. 


4  kids  under  age  6  lives 
in  poverty. 


Requests  for  food  assistance  at  food 
pantries  and  shelters  rose  18% 
between  Fall  1991  and  Fall  1992. 

Funding  for  the  federal  Women, 
Infants  and  Children  (WIC)  food 
supplement  plan  covers  only  60% 
of  those  eligible  to  receive  benefits. 

The  basic  purchasing  power  for 
people  on  the  U.S.’s  basic  welfare 
program  has  dropped  42% 
since  the  1970s. 


Around 
the  world 


786  million  people  in  the  Third 
World  are  chronically  undernourished. 

80%  of  the  world's  underweight 
babies  are  in  the  Asian-Pacific  region. 


vices  providers  distribute  between 
$3  billion  and  $4  billion  of  food 
each  year. 

But  the  report  said  even  such 
massive  efforts  are  being  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  needs: 

<f  30  million  Americans  go  to 
bed  hungry  each  night, 

S  36.9  million  Americans  live 
below  the  poverty  line  and 

/  globally  1.3  billion  people  live 
in  absolute  poverty. 

The  report  was  issued  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Oct.  1 6  observance  of 
World  Food  Day,  established  by  the 
United  Nations’  Food  and  Agricul¬ 
ture  Organization  in  1979  to  raise 
public  awareness  of  issues  of  hun¬ 
ger,  malnutrition,  poverty  and  de¬ 
velopment. 

Re-examine  contribution 

“People  need  to  re-examine  their 
contribution  to  the  anti-hunger 
movement,”  said  David  Beckmann, 
president  of  the  Bread  for  the 
World  Institute  which  produced  the 
189-page  report,  “Hunger  1994.” 

“Some  of  the  effort  devoted  to 
helping  hungry  people  must  be 
channeled  toward  changing  ineffec¬ 
tive  government  policies  which  help 
to  cause  hunger,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Beckmann  was  joined  at  the 
news  conference  by  Sister  Christine 
Vladimiroff,  head  of  Second  Har¬ 
vest;  the  Rev.  Fred  Rammer,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Catholic  Charities.  USA; 
Margie  Ellison,  executive  director 
of  the  Federation  for  Rural  Empow¬ 
erment  in  Pittsboro,  N.C.;  Robert 
Fersh,  executive  director  of  the 
Food  Research  and  Action  Com¬ 
mittee;  and  Bill  Shore,  founder  and 
executive  director  of  Share  Our 
Strength. 

Symbolized  new  linkages 

Their  presence  symbolized  the  new 
linkages  between  providers  and  poli¬ 
cies  that  the  anti-hunger  movement 
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This  baby  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  get  on  the  WIC  program,  a 
federal  program  that  provides  food  to  poor  women,  infants  and 
children.  Bread  for  the  World  officials  say  that  only  60  percent  of 
the  families  that  qualify  receive  benefits.  The  program  doesn't  have 
enough  funds  to  help  the  rest. 


hopes  will  create  new  awareness  of 
the  dimension  of  the  hunger  problem 
among  the  American  people. 

They  hope  the  new  associations 
also  will  increase  muscle  on  Capitol 
Hill  in  strengthening  current  anti¬ 


hunger  programs  and  initiating  new 
anti-poverty  measures. 

“Government  policies  can  affect 
hungry  people  on  a  scale  that 
dwarfs  the  impact  of  private  assis¬ 
tance,”  Mr.  Beckmann  said. 


' Nightmare  Before  Christmas' 
misses  a  golden  opportunity 


By  BILL  FENTUM 

A  newly  released  movie  that  has 
been  given  a  great  deal  of  positive 
press  is  Tim  Burton’s  “The  Night¬ 
mare  Before  Christmas.” 

Because  it  will  probably  attract 
large  numbers  of  children  and  be¬ 
cause  it  involves  two  holidays  that 
are  deeply  rooted  in  Christian  tradi¬ 
tion — Halloween  and  Christmas — 
it  is  a  film  you  might  consider  with 
caution. 

Imagine  a  mythical  land  where 
every  holiday  is  represented  by  a 
tiny  community,  the  citizens  of 
which  “prepare”  their  day  for  deliv¬ 
ery  to  the  outside  world. 

Now  fancy  the  chaos  that  would 
ensue  if  one  of  these  communities, 
Halloweenland,  tried  to  assume  the 
duties  of  its  neighbor,  Christmas 
Town. 

The  idea  for  “The  Nightmare  Be¬ 
fore  Christmas”  was  conceived  in 
the  early  eighties  when  Mr.  Burton, 
the  movie’s  producer,  worked  in  the 
Disney  animation  department.  At 
that  time,  the  studio  rejected  it  as 
being  “just  too  weird.” 

Unsuitable  for  small  children 

Since  then,  however,  the  film- 
maker  has  parlayed  his  knack  for 


weirdness  into  a  very  lucrative  di¬ 
recting  career  (“Edward  Scissor- 
hands,”  both  “Batman”  epics).  So 
when  he  recently  decided  to  revive 
“Nightmare,”  it  came  as  no  surprise 
that  his  former  employer  offered  to 
finance  the  production. 

But  don’t  let  Disney’s  involve¬ 
ment  mislead  you.  There  is  enough 
general  scariness  in  this  PG-rated 
fantasy  to  render  it  unsuitable  for 
small  children. 

The  frightful  puppet  inhabitants 
of  Halloweenland  are  brought  to  life 
via  stop-motion  animation,  a  pro¬ 
cess  that  makes  them  appear  to 
walk  about  on  their  own. 

Unlike  the  effects  in  “Jurassic 
Park,”  nothing  here  is  intended  to 
look  “real”;  even  so,  the  film  tends 
to  dwell  on  grotesque  humor. 

To  be  fair,  one  must  admit  that 
the  screenplay  by  Caroline  Thomp¬ 
son  (whose  previous  work  includes 
this  summer’s  “The  Secret  Gar¬ 
den”)  shows  signs  of  originality. 

The  lead  character.  Jack  Skelling- 
ton,  is  Halloween’s  creative  master¬ 
mind,  a  title  that’s  grown  heavy  of 
late  on  his  very  bony  shoulders. 

Wandering  off  one  day,  he  stum¬ 
bles  upon  Christmas  Town,  and  is 
utterly  enchanted  by  what  he  sees:  a 


Review 


snow-covered  paradise  presided 
over  by  none  other  than  Santa 
Claus  himself. 

Jack  thinks  he’s  found  the  answer 
to  his  vocational  burnout.  If  he  can 
only  kidnap  and  thus  detain  Santa, 
Halloweenland  will  be  free  to  take 
charge  of  Christmas,  manufacturing 
its  own  monstrous  brand  of  gifts. 

Best  of  all,  he  can  personally  ride 
out  to  deliver  them  on  Christmas 
Eve. 

Only  Sally  sees  the  danger 

Only  Sally,  a  living  rag  doll 
stitched  together  (a  la  Frankenstein) 
by  the  local  mad  scientist,  sees  the 
dangerous  futility  of  this  plan.  As  it 
happens,  her  unrequited  love  for 
Jack  gives  Sally  a  special  reason  to 
be  concerned. 

Whatever  whimsical  charm  the 
movie  enjoys  is  largely  due  to  an 
impressive  score  by  composer/lyri¬ 
cist  Danny  Elfman. 

His  songs,  written  in  a  style  fa¬ 
miliar  to  any  fan  of  Dr.  Seuss,  help 
propel  the  story  forward  despite 
some  choppy  direction  by  first-tim¬ 
er  Henry  Selick.  And  as  a  technical 
achievement,  “Nightmare”  is  often 
in  a  class  by  itself. 

But  finally,  there’s  a  critical  flaw 
of  which  Christian  viewers — and 
parents  in  particular — will  want  to 
be  aware.  In  contrasting  Halloween 
with  Christmas,  Mr.  Burton  and  his 
collaborators  never  bother  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  spiritual  roots  of  the 
Yuletide  season. 

Not  that  they  haven’t  given  them¬ 
selves  a  golden  opportunity. 

In  one  sequence,  Jack  studies  a 
tremendous  amount  of  Christmas 
literature,  eager  to  learn  all  he  can 
about  his  new  discovery. 

Yet  when  finished,  he  declares 
that  Santa  is  the  “king  of  Christ¬ 
mas.”  Such  a  distortion  reduces  the 
celebration  of  Jesus’  birth  to  a  ritual 
of  no  more  significance  than  Allhal¬ 
lows  (or  All  Saints’)  Eve. 

And  it  leaves  this  motion  picture 
grounded,  for  all  its  aspirations,  by 
an  emptiness  of  heart. 

Mr.  Fentum  is  a  staff  member  of 
the  Reporter. 
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In  a  scene  from  "The  Nightmare  Before  Christmas,"  an  animated 
fantasy  released  by  Disney's  Touchstone  Pictures,  genial  apparition 
Jack  Skellington  uses  scientific  logic  to  search  for  the  meaning  of 
Christmas.  Unfortunately  for  Jack — and  the  film — he  never  finds  it. 


'Spirit'  eyes 

corporate 

responsibility 

Corporate  responsibility  is  ex¬ 
plored  on  “Catch  the  Spirit”  in  a 
special  edition  to  air  the  week  of 
Nov.  7. 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  30-minute 
magazine  program,  tells  stories 
of  how  people  are  making  a  dif¬ 
ference  as  they  live  out  their 
Christian  faith. 

The  audience  visits  the  Boston 
area,  where  United  Methodists 
joined  other  groups  early  this 
year  to  influence  Converse  Inc. 
to  change  the  name  of  a  sneaker. 

The  sneaker’s  original  name, 
“Run  ’N  Gun,”  was  considered 
by  some  to  paint  an  inappropri¬ 
ate  image  for  youth  already 
caught  up  in  a  violence-plagued 
society. 

Kathy  DelPino  of  United 
Methodist  Urban  Services  in 
Boston  tells  how  her  group 
stepped  into  a  major  marketing 
effort  to  “use  whatever  voice  you 
have  to  get  (the)  point  across.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  F. 
Herbert  Skeete  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  outlining  his  concern,  and 
the  Rev.  Wesley  Williams,  Urban 
Services  executive  director,  be¬ 
gan  forming  a  coalition  to  make 
a  formal  protest. 

Converse  President  Gib  Ford 
soon  announced  that  the  name 
had  been  changed  to  “Run  ’N 
Slam,”  and  urged  other  athletic 
shoe  companies  to  review  the 
names  of  all  products. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  also  presents 
a  Dollar  General  Store  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Tenn.,  as  a  near-perfect  ex¬ 
ample  of  how  a  large  corporation 
can  help  make  a  difference  to  resi¬ 
dents  of  public  housing. 

Built  in  cooperation  with  and 
with  financial  help  from  the  city’s 
Metropolitan  Development  and 
Housing  Agency,  the  store  not 
only  provides  shopping  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  the  480  low-income  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Sam  Levy  Homes  but 
also  offers  some  of  them  job  and 
literacy  training  as  well  as  employ¬ 
ment  opportunities. 

Dollar  General  CEO  Cal 
Turner  Jr.  admitted,  “This  is  the 
greatest  risk  our  company  has 
ever  taken  in  any  store  opening, 
but  it  has  the  highest  and  deepest 
payoff.” 


World  Council  cautious 
on  approach  to  S.  Africa 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

Like  a  row  of  dominoes,  anti¬ 
apartheid  religious  groups  around 
the  world  are  dropping  economic 
sanctions  against  South  Africa  as 
the  nation  moves  toward  democra¬ 
cy,  but  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  standing  aside. 

In  a  statement  released  recently, 
the  World  Council  called  the  move¬ 
ment  toward  majority  rule  “an  en¬ 
couraging  sign.”  But  the  council 
declined  to  follow  the  lead  of  other 
church  groups,  including  the  South 
African  Council  of  Churches,  which 
in  recent  weeks  have  embraced  the 
immediate  lifting  of  sanctions. 

The  World  Council  referred  to 
“significant  strides”  in  South  Africa 
since  President  F.  W.  de  Klerk  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  dismantle  apart¬ 
heid  in  1991.  But  its  statement 
avoided  the  euphoric  statements 
made  by  its  allies  in  the  anti-apart¬ 
heid  movement. 

The  statement  said  that  the  coun¬ 
cil  is  awaiting  assurances  that  all 
South  Africans  will  be  able  to  vote 
in  next  April’s  national  elections. 

Specifically,  the  World  Council 
raised  concerns  about  South  Afri¬ 
cans  in  the  “homelands,”  10  par¬ 
tially  self-governing  territories  for 
blacks  that  have  never  been  recog¬ 
nized  internationally. 

Most  support  for  the  church  fight 


against  apartheid  has  come  from 
blacks  living  in  South  Africa’s  ur¬ 
ban  areas,  where  support  for  anti¬ 
apartheid  leader  Nelson  Mandela, 
head  of  the  African  National  Con¬ 
gress,  is  also  strong. 

The  homeland  areas  have  been 
traditional  strongholds  of  support 
for  tribal  leaders  such  as  Zulu  Chief 
Mangosuthu  Buthelezi,  a  political 
rival  of  Mandela. 

Legislation  recently  passed  that 
provides  a  framework  for  the  elec¬ 
tions,  the  World  Council  said,  “ef¬ 
fectively  excludes  millions  of  South 
Africans  in  the  so-called  homelands 
from  participation  in  the  first 
multi-racial  elections.” 

Although  the  elections  were  in¬ 
tended  to  “mark  the  death  of  apart¬ 
heid,”  the  council  said  that  “will 
not  be  made  automatically  avail¬ 
able  to  South  Africans  living  in  the 
homelands.” 

Jean  Stromberg,  director  of  the 
U.S.  office  of  the  World  Council, 
said,  “Until  the  South  Africans  who 
are  in  the  homelands  are  adequately 
accounted  for,  it’s  very  difficult  to 
react  with  great  enthusiasm.” 

Recalling  discussion  about  sanc¬ 
tions  at  the  recent  World  Council 
executive  committee  meeting  in 
Sigtuna,  Sweden,  Ms.  Stromberg 
said,  “There  was  great  concern,  I 
think,  on  the  part  of  the  whole  com¬ 
mittee.” 


Author:  Religious  left 
and  right  both  wrong 


By  CARLTON  ELLIOTT  SMITH 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — When  it  comes  to 
religion  and  politics,  both  the  left 
and  the  right  have  yet  to  get  it  right. 

So  argues  Stephen  L.  Carter,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  law  at  Yale  University, 
who  lectured  recently  on  “Religion, 
Law,  and  Politics  in  the  Early 
1990s”  in  the  Bartos  Forum  of  the 
New  York  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Carter,  the  author  of  recently 
released  “The  Culture  of  Disbelief: 
How  American  Law  and  Politics 
Trivialize  Religious  Devotion,”  re¬ 
ceived  a  boost  earlier  this  month 
when  President  Clinton  recom¬ 
mended  the  book,  saying  it  “lays 
out”  a  lot  of  the  issues  with  which 
he  grapples. 

Both  sides  dangerous 

Rather  than  aligning  himself  with 
either  the  left  or  the  right  in  his  lec¬ 
ture,  Mr.  Carter,  one  of  the  nation’s 
leading  experts  on  constitutional 
law,  illustrated  how  both  sides 
could  be  potentially  dangerous  to 
American  politics. 

As  an  example  of  danger  from  the 
right,  Carter  referred  to  the  1992 
Republican  National  Convention, 
where  the  use  of  religious  symbols 
and  language  of  religion  were  cop¬ 
ied,  implying  that  the  Republicans 
alone  “stood  for  God  and  religion 
on  this  earth.” 

The  danger  from  the  left,  was  that 
“any  kind  of  discussion  of  religion 
for  public  moral  forces  is  viewed  as 
a  tool  of  the  radical  right  or  some 
mystic  reality”  that  has  no  place  in 
the  political  realm. 

Mr.  Carter  illustrated  his  point 
with  an  anecdote  about  a  feminist 
who  said  two  years  ago  that  there 
were  “too  many  Catholics  on  the 
Supreme  Court.” 

Fail  to  recognize 

Recognizing  the  tendency  of 
Americans  to  rely  heavily  on  their 
religious  convictions  when  making 
decisions  about  public  policy,  Mr. 
Carter  expressed  concern  that  “they 
are  likely  to  spin  in  to  the  arms  of  a 
demagogue”  when  those  convic¬ 
tions  are  manipulated. 

While  Mr.  Carter  believes  that 
both  the  left  and  the  right  tend  to 
inadvertently  play  into  each  other’s 
hands,  “both  fail  to  recognize  that 
religion  is  important  to  personal¬ 
ity”  because  it  allows  believers  to 
come  together  to  make  sense  of 
their  lives. 

Mr.  Carter,  once  a  clerk  to  the 
late  Supreme  Court  Justice  Thur- 
good  Marshall,  used  recent  Su- 


Stephen  L.  Carter,  one 
of  the  nation's  leading 
experts  on  constitutional 
law,  illustrated  how  both 
sides  could  be  potentially 
dangerous. 


preme  Court  cases  to  illustrate  how 
religion  is  often  viewed  as  some¬ 
thing  that  can  be  easily  changed. 

One  such  example  was  a  case  in 
California  in  which  the  Supreme 
Court  decided  that  a  highway  could 
be  built  through  the  sacred  land  of  a 
group  of  Native  Americans. 

Mr.  Carter  said  that  the  case 
showed  that  there  is  little  protection 
for  Americans  who  belong  to  a  reli¬ 
gion  not  widely  practiced. 

“The  government  is  not  going  to 
build  a  road  through  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral,”  he  said,  noting  the  dis¬ 
parity  between  mainstream  reli¬ 
gions  and  less-practiced  ones. 

Although  religion  is  protected  by 
the  First  Amendment,  Mr.  Carter 
said,  it  is  not  regarded  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  as  such  a  fundamental  part 
of  personality  that  the  government 
will  not  readily  infringe  upon  it. 

'One  is  right . . 

Mr.  Carter  affirmed  religion  when 
it  serves  as  a  “democratic  intermedi¬ 
ary”  which  subverts  tyranny  and 
forms  “communities  of  resistance  to 
authority,”  citing  the  abolitionists  of 
the  last  century  as  an  example. 

To  those  who  see  no  difference 
between  the  religious  activism  of 
the  civil  rights  movement  and  of 
Operation  Rescue,  Mr.  Carter 
minced  no  words,  claiming:  “It’s 
very  simple;  one  is  right  and  the 
other  is  wrong.” 

Identifying  more  closely  with  the 
pro-choice  side  of  the  abortion  de¬ 
bate,  he  does  not  view  religiously 
motivated  protests  of  groups  like 
Operation  Rescue  as  problematic  in 
themselves.  “Religious  activism  is 
not  the  enemy,”  Mr.  Carter  said. 
“The  cause  is  the  enemy.” 

The  civil  rights  movement,  which 
had  much  of  its  genesis  in  the 
church,  succeeded  because  its  reli¬ 
gious  rhetoric  evoked  a  deep  re¬ 
sponse  from  those  of  other  religious 
traditions  as  well  as  the  nonreli¬ 
gious.  said  Mr.  Carter. 

He  believes  that  Pat  Robertson’s 
Christian  Coalition,  by  comparison, 
will  ultimately  fail  because  its  agen¬ 
da  does  not  find  any  sympathy 
across  religious  boundaries. 


Poems  of  the  w  eek _ 


HUNGER  INSIDE 

Jesus  first  cried  out  in  an  animals’ 
feeding  place, 

bom  in  a  spiritually  starving 
world. 

As  God’s  Son,  he  came  to  nurture 

with  fresh,  new  manna — 

his  lasting  bread  of  life. 

But  too  many  leave  it 
untouched. 

—CHARLOTTE  ADELSPERGER 


TODAY 

We  cannot  cast 
Our  nets  with  Peter, 

But  fishes  find 
Each  faith-tossed  line; 

We  cannot  climb 

The  mountain  with  Moses, 

But  walking  with  Christ 
Makes  one’s  face  shine. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


Fall  1993 

Legacies 

A  Quarterly  Publication  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  invited  Dr.  Reed  to  an 
Administrative  Board  Meeting  to  work  with  the  church’s  financial  drive. 


A  meeting  of  the  Stewardship  Committee  at  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans. 


Stewardship 

Time 


<T| 

I  The  Fall  is  traditionally 

{stewardship  time  and  the 
Foundation  is  busy  traveling 
around  the  state  to  help  churches  by:  ( 1) 
helping  with  stewardship  campaigns, 
(2)  helping  with  capital  fund  drives, 
and  (3)  preaching  and  teaching.  The 
Foundation’s  bylaws  state  that,  “The 
general  purpose  of  the  corporation 
shall  be  to  receive  gifts,  legacies,  and 
bequests  and  to  administer  the  same for 
the  benefit  of  the  Annual  Conference 
agencies,  institutions,  local  churches, 
and  causes  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Louisiana;  and  to  carry  on 
an  effective  program  of  encouraging 


Methodist  people  in  Louisiana  to  be 
good  stewards  of  their  present  and 
future  resources.” 

The  Foundation  is  currently  helping 
twelve  local  churches  with  their 
stewardship  campaigns.  We  have 
stewardship  and  financial  campaign 
material  available  for  local  churches 
such  as  “Discover  the  Joy”.  Dr.  Reed 
has  many  years  of  valuable  experience 
in  fund  raising  and  would  be  delighted 
to  help  you  adapt  a  program  for  your 
church.  If  your  church  is  interested  in 
a  spring  campaign  the  Foundation  is 
able  to  help  you  or  keep  us  in  mind  for 
next  year’s  campaign.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you! 


Address. 


FROM 

THE 

DIRECTOR 


Grace  and  Peace, 


Wrens  Make  Gift  of  Timber 


In  September,  the  Foundation 
finalized  two  gifts  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marcus  Wren  and  Rev.  Dr.  Spencer 
Wren.  The  gift  made  by  the  Wrens 
was  a  gift  of  timber.  The  timber  was 
donated  in  order  to  set  up  Unitrusts  for 
the  donors. 

Marcus  and  Gay  Wren  opted  for  a 
charitable  remainder  unitrust  which 
pays  them  income  for  their  lifetime. 
The  money  from  the  sale  of  the 
donated  timber  will  be  invested  by  the 
Foundation  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wren 
will  receive  six  percent  income  on  the 
trust  balance  annually.  The  income 
beneficiaries  of  the  remainder  of  this 
trust  are  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minden,  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home  in  Ruston  and  the 
Foundation. 

Rev.  Spencer  Wren  needed  not  only 
income  but  wanted  to  leave  something 
extra  for  his  heirs.  He  decided  to 
create  a  charitable  remainder  unitrust 


which  would  pay  income  for  his 
lifetime  and  then  pay  his  heirs  for  a 
specific  number  of  years.  In  order  to 
be  eligible  for  a  tax  deduction  the  term 


of  years  can  be  no  longer  than  twenty 
years.  Following  the  designated  term 
of  years  to  the  heirs  this  trust  will  be 
donated  to  Centenary  College. 


We  are  very  excited  to  have  two 
very  fine  gifts.  What  are  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
making  a  deferred  gift  such  as  these 


through  the  Foundation. 

1.  One  advantage  is  the  bypass  of  in¬ 
come  or  capital  gain.  When  an  asset 
is  donated  to  the  Foundation  before 


it  is  sold  and  the  trustee  handles  the 
sale  the  donor  is  able  to  bypass  addi¬ 
tional  income  tax. 

2.  Another  advantage  is  that  our 
donors  are  able  to  lock  their  funds 
into  a  vehicle  which  can  pay  higher 
rates  of  income  than  the  market  is 
currently  paying.  The  disadvantage 
of  this  is,  of  course.that  it  is  a  dona¬ 
tion  and  the  donor  loses  their  ability 
to  use  the  principal. 

3.  Finally  donated  funds  are  “out  of 
the  estate”  of  the  donor.  This  means 
that  following  the  deaths  of  the 
donor  the  income  passes  directly  to 
the  next  income  beneficiary  without 
becoming  involved  in  succession. 

It  is  often  easier  to  give  a  non-cash 
gift  which  is  not  generating  current 
income.  If  you  have  been  considering 
a  gift,  to  your  church  or  favorite 
Methodist  Institution,  of  a  non-cash 
item;  please  contact  the  Foundation 
and  we  will  be  happy  to  assist  you  in 
any  way  possible. 


Pictured  above  is  Gay  and  Marcus  Wren  of  Minden ,  Louisiana.  Mr. 
Wren  is  the  President  of  the  Foundation. 


City _ 

iPhone. 


State 


:Church_ 


Legacies,  a  special  page  to  the  Reporter  provided  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  is  available  to  individuals  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  information  provided  in  this 
publication  in  not  intended  to  be  legal  advice  on  specific  issues.  Always  consult 
your  attorney  when  considering  these  and  other  matters.  For  your  copy  of  this 
page,  Write  the  Foundation  today  at:  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge. 
Louisiana  70802-5720  or  call  (504)346-1535. 


Executive  Director 
Administrative  Assistant 
Fund  Administrator 


Kenneth  R.  Reed 
Stacie  R.  Schneider 
Martha  C.  Diehl 


One  of  my  greatest  joys  and  one  of 
the  greatest  strengths  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  is 
the  marvelous  trustees  from  all  over  the 
state.  They  unselfishly  give  of  their 
time  and  expertise  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  “your”  Foundation.  With 
real  sacrifice  of  their  time  and  money, 
they  expertly  guide  the  activities  of  this 
agency  which  now  has  a  portfolio  of 
almost  $28,000,000  and  more  than  160  accounts. 


The  Executive  Committee  is  guided  by  our  President,  Mr.  Marcus  Wren  of 
Minden.  The  Executive  Committee  includes  the  following: 


Vice  President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Appropriations 

Budget 

Promotion 


Mr.  Bridger  Eglin 
Mr.  Bert  Faulk 
Mrs.  Nina  Pugh 
Mr.  Irwin  Felps 
Mr.  Mat  Kawasaki 
Mrs.  Vera  Packer 


The  legal  firm  of  Preis  8c  Crawford  and  CPA  Firm  of  Faulk  &  Winkler  keep  us 
on  a  straight  course,  w  hile  the  Trust  Department  of  Premier  Bank  in  Baton  Rouge 
carefully  manages  your  long-term  investments.  I  would  like  to  extend  a  special 
thank  you  to  Mr.  Phillip  Pries  and  Mrs.  Laura  Poche’  of  Preis  &  Crawford  for  all 
the  time  and  hard  work  they  have  donated  to  the  Foundation. 


You  can  depend  on  your  office  staff  of  Stacie  Schneider,  Martha  Diehl ,  and  me 
to  respond  to  your  daily  needs.  But  more  importantly,  you  rest  assured  that  you  are 
in  the  steady,  experienced,  capable  hands  of  our  dedicated,  talented  and  committed 
trustees. 


Pictured  above  is  Rev.  Andy  Foreman,  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  and  Mr.  Greg 
Hughes ,  Dr.  Reed  is  helping  with  the  Stewardship  Campaign  at  First,  Algiers. 


SCHOLARSHIPS  AND 
THE  UMFLA 


What  benefit  is  there  to  investing 
or  donating  money  through  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  in  order  to  set 
up  a  scholarship?  There  are  many 
good  reasons  why  using  the 
Foundation  to  invest  your  scholarship 
money  and  pay  your  distributions  is 
advantageous.  The  following  reasons 
are  why  we  think  it  is  a  good  idea  to 
place  your  scholarship  funds  with  the 
Foundation. 

1.  A  scholarship  is  perpetual  and 
therefore  requires  constant  financial 
attention.  The  Foundation  can  take 
the  burden  of  investment  off  the 
shoulders  of  the  individual  or 
church. 

2.  The  Foundation  has  a  tickler  sys¬ 
tem  set  up  to  make  disbursements  at 
any  time.  We  are  able  to  make  dis¬ 
tributions  directly  to  the  scholarship 
recipient  or  to  the  organization  who 
set  up  the  scholarship.  For  those 
who  do  not  have  a  checking  account 


set  up  or  do  not  wish  to  open  an  ac¬ 
count,  this  is  an  advantage. 

3.  The  selection  of  a  scholarship 
recipient  is  not  made  by  the  Founda¬ 
tion.  However  if  a  we  are 
scheduled  to  make  a  payment  to  a 
recipient  and  have  not  received  in¬ 
structions,  the  Foundation  can  fol¬ 
low-up  by  reminding  the  church  or 
committee  that  it  is  time  to  make  a 
selection. 

4.  The  Foundation  is  set  up  to 
accept  non-cash  gifts  to  be  sold  to 
set  up  scholarship  funds.  While 
other  churches  and  organizations 
can  also  accept  non-cash  gifts,  the 
Foundation  can  accept  and  sell  these 
items  without  some  of  the  legal  and 
administrative  problems  other  or¬ 
ganizations  may  encounter. 

5.  Finally,  the  Foundation  is  gaining 
experience  in  setting  up  and  ad¬ 
ministering  scholarship  funds.  We 
are  able  to  work  with  other  con¬ 
ference  related  institutions.  We  feel 


Dr.  Reed  attended  this  luncheon  during  his  visit  to  the  Heflin/Brushwood 
Charge. 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(504)346-1535 

I  am  interested  in  receiving,  without  obligation,  information  on: 


_ Gift  Annuity 

_ Giving  through  Life  Insurance 

_ Managing  Church  Funds 


_ Wills 

_ Giving  Real  F^state 

_ Memorial  Gifts 

_ Giving  Securities 

Assistance  with:  _ Budget  or  Capital  Fund  Campaign 

_ Wills,  Estate  Planning  and  Financial  Management  Seminars 

_ Setting  up  a  Permanent  Endowment  Fund  Committee 

_ Planned  Giving  Handbook 


Name_ 


that  we  are  able  to  provide  a  service 

to  those  who  wish  to  set  up  a 
scholarship  fund 

Most  scholarship  funds  invested 
with  the  Foundation  are  in  the 
long-term  fund.  The  long-term  fund 
of  the  Foundation  has  two  growth 
components:  cash  income  and  capital 
gain.  The  cash  income  of  the  fund  is 
used  to  pay  the  scholarship  recipients 
and  the  capital  growth  is  left  to  allow 
the  principal  to  grow.  The 
Foundation  currently  has  eleven 
scholarship  funds  undermanagement. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Moore, 
pictured  above  with  their  pastor  Rev. 
James  McLelland,  recently  created  the 
Joy  Festervan  Moore  Scholarship  Fund 
which  will  benefit  the  members  of  the 
North  Highlands  Church  in  Shreveport. 

The  Moores  started  the  Fund  with  a 
cash  donation  and  also  donated  land 
which  will  be  sold  in  the  future.  The 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  land  will 
go  into  the  scholarship  fund. 

This  scholarship  was  set  up  to 
benefit  all  members  of  North  Highlands 
Church  who  wish  to  pursue  a  college 
education. 


SCHOLARSHIP  CREATED  FOR 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  CHURCH 
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Fall  weather 
and 

finance  drives 


Bishop  William  Oden 

As  the  cool  weather  moves  into  Baton  Rouge,  I  can  taste  and  smell 
and  feel  the  fall  season.  And  with  fall  comes  the  reality  of  many  local 
church  finance  campaigns  in  full  motion  across  Louisiana.  With  the 
swirling  leaves  come  reams  of  fresh  paper  with  the  smell  of  mimeo¬ 
graph  ink  and  tastes  of  good  food  in  fellowship  dinners  as  congrega¬ 
tions  hear  reports  about  how  line-item  budgets  are  translated  into 
service  and  mission.  There  is  also  the  feel  of  pastors  and  laity  working 
together  to  nurture  the  depth  of  stewardship  among  United  Methodists 
throughout  our  state.  In  almost  600  churches,  attention  is  turned  to  a 
liturgy  of  questions  that  seem  to  hit  us  about  this  time  every  year:  Will 
our  budget  be  met?  Will  our  apportionments  come  in  at  100  percent? 
Will  we  receive  pledges  which  will  allow  us  to  fulfill  our  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  coming  year? 

There  is  good  news!  Louisiana  United  Methodists  are  increasing 
their  giving  to  local  churches  each  year,  and  the  increase  of  giving  out¬ 
distances  the  cost  of  living  increases.  Also,  our  Conference  office  and 
District  Superintendents  are  engaged  in  helpful  leadership  in  this  area. 
Our  Foundation  Director  has  made  himself  available  to  a  number  of  lo¬ 
cal  churches  (at  no  cost  to  the  church)  to  provide  leadership  in  Finance 
drives. 

Above  all,  I  also  see  signs  of  a  renewed  connectionalism.  The  Con¬ 
ference  Center  drive  was  a  tremendous  success.  Louisiana's  response  to 
flood  victims  was  overwhelming.  Also,  more  and  more  laity  are  affirm¬ 
ing  the  significance  of  our  missional  projects.  Apportionments  are  truly 
coming  to  be  seen  as  a  portion  meant  for  others!  Bishop  Don  Ott  tells 
of  a  Georgia  pastor  who  wrote  about  our  churches'  apportionments.  He 
called  them: 

■  An  antidote  to  a  limited  vision  —  they  keep  us  from  focusing  only 
on  our  favorite  causes. 

■  An  obstacle  to  aloneness  —  they  provide  a  way  to  join  together 
with  neighbors  in  great  causes. 

■  A  vehicle  for  compassion  —  he  said  how  pleased  he  was  to  be  a 
part  of  a  denomination  whose  mission  was  so  extensive  he  could  never 
know  it  all. 

■  An  invitation  to  share.  This  invitation  places  before  us  a  vision 
and  mission  that  we  can  participate  in  personally  and  materially. 

As  we  celebrate  the  fall  and  the  energizing  feel  of  a  new  season,  let 
us  also  celebrate  a  renewed  faith  that  connects  all  of  us  together  as  the 
body  of  Christ  in  mission  to  the  world. 


Two  journalism  grants  are  available 


Two  grants  for  persons  interested 
in  religious  journalism  are  available 
through  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  one  for  graduate  study 
and  another  for  a  college  junior  or 
senior  ethnic  minority  desiring  to 
pursue  a  journalism  degree. 

The  annual  $6,000  Stoody-West 
Fellowship  in  Journalism  is  de¬ 
signed  to  assist  a  student  engaged  in 
religious  journalism  or  one  plan¬ 
ning  to  enter  this  field.  The  grant  is 
for  graduate  study  at  an  accredited 
school  or  department  of  journalism. 

The  $2,500  Leonard  M.  Perry¬ 
man  Communications  Scholarship 
for  Ethnic  Minority  Students  assists 
college  juniors  or  seniors  who  in¬ 
tend  to  pursue  a  career  in  religious 
communication.  They  must  be  at¬ 
tending  an  accredited  institution  of 


higher  education  in  the  United 
States. 

Students  may  be  studying  for  a 
career  in  audiovisual,  electronic  or 
print  journalism. 

Applicants  for  both  awards  are 
judged  on  Christian  commitment 
and  involvement  in  the  life  of  the 
church,  academic  achievements, 
journalistic  experiences  and/or  evi¬ 
dence  of  talent,  clarity  of  purpose  in 
plans  for  future  goals  and  potential 
as  a  religious  journalism  profession¬ 
al. 

For  application  forms  for  the 
1994-1995  academic  year  contact: 
Dotty  Bagbey,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Communications,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(504/346-1646)  no  later  than  Feb. 
1,  1994. 


Grace  UMC,  Ruston  presented  the  musical,  Cotton  Patch  Gospel, 
with  an  ecumenical  cast.  Performers  were,  IN  THE  FOREGROUND, 
Danny  Cain  and  FROM  LEFT,  Dr.  John  Ward,  David  Burns,  Rt.  Rev. 
Rick  Cloud,  Dr.  jack  O'Dell,  Dr.  Wes  Lynch  and  Rev.  Bill  Willis. 

oks,  New  Orleans,  invites  Bishop  Allen 
aeak  at  45th  anniversary  celebration 


Brooks  UMC,  New  Orleans  will 
celebrate  its  45th  church  anniversa¬ 
ry  Sunday,  Nov.  2 1 ,  at  4  p.m. 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  will  be 
guest  preacher.  In  1956  he  was 
elected  editor  of  the  Central  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  official  organ  of  the 
former  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  in  New  Orleans.  Eleven  years 
later,  at  the  closing  session  of  the 


Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
in  Nashville,  he  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy.  He  served  for  21  years 
before  retiring  in  1988  and  return¬ 
ing  to  Atlanta  where  he  resides. 

Elaine  Lee  Mack,  anniversary 
chairperson,  and  Rev.  Lance  E. 
Brown,  pastor,  invite  others  to  wor¬ 
ship  with  the  congregation  on  this 
occasion. 


Leadership 
for  laity 
set  Nov.  13 

Persons  attending  the  Louisiana 
Laity  Leadership  Conference  will 
be  told  how  to  work  effectively  with 
others  and  how  to  use  the  structures 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
action.  Other  sessions  will  focus  on 
empowering  lay  volunteers  for  min- 
"listry,  developing 
class  leaders  for 
congregational 
ministry  and  dis¬ 
covering  the  “art 
and  heart”  of 
leadership. 

Dr.  Robert 
I  Brewer,  faculty, 
•  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Executive 

RobertBrewer  MBA  Program, 
who  teaches  many  of  the  same  tech¬ 
niques  to  businesses  and  other  orga¬ 
nizations,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker.  The  event  will  be  held  Sat¬ 
urday,  Nov.  13,  8:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
in  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Theme  is  to  be  “Developing 
Leaders  for  the  21st  Century:  A 
Challenge  to  United  Methodists.” 

There  is  an  emphasis  on  getting 
new  leaders  to  join  the  ones  cur¬ 
rently  working  in  the  church  on  lo¬ 
cal,  district  and  Conference  levels. 

Judge  Carl  Stewart  of  Shreveport, 
chair  of  the  sponsoring  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Laity,  will  be 
in  charge.  Other  speakers  and  pre¬ 
senters  are  to  be:  Dr.  Donald  C. 
Cottrill,  executive  director,  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries;  Dr.  J. 
Philip  Woodland,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent;  Dr.  Tom  Matheny, 
president,  Judicial  Council;  Mari¬ 
lyn  Oden  of  Baton  Rouge,  author, 
and  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  Alexan¬ 
dria  District  superintendent. 

Persons  attending  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  with  materials,  resources,  ideas 
and  models  to  assist  them  in  be¬ 
coming  more  effective  in  their  min¬ 
istry  as  leaders  in  the  church  and 
community. 

“We  are  excited  about  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  nine  districts  com¬ 
ing  for  this  first  opportunity  for 
laity  to  examine  leadership  and  the 
responsibilities  we  have  in  bringing 
the  church  into  the  21st  Century,” 
Stewart  said. 

To  pre-register  send  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  church  and  district  to:  Willie 
Packer,  Board  of  Laity  Secretary,  P. 
O.  Box  851,  Slidell,  LA  70459.  Reg¬ 
istrations  will  be  accepted  at  the 
site,  Stewart  said. 

There  is  no  charge  since  the  Laity 
Board  is  underwriting  the  event. 
Groups  are  encouraged  to  travel  to¬ 
gether  in  church  vans  and  car  pools. 
Travel  vouchers  will  be  available  at 
the  8:30  a.m.  registration. 

Performances 
aid  midwest 
flood  relief 

Grace  UMC,  Ruston,  recently 
completed  a  successful  run  of  the 
Off-Broadway  musical  Cotton  Patch 
Gospel. 

Admission  donations  for  four 
performances  totaled  over  $2,500 
and  went  to  Midwest  Flood  Relief. 

The  music,  lyrics  and  score  were 
written  by  Harry  Chapin  and  the 
script  is  by  Tom  Key  and  Russell 
Treyz. 

Mary  Carol  Friedrich,  the 
church’s  director  of  drama,  said, 
“This  ‘greatest  story  ever  retold’  is 
based  on  the  book  The  Cotton  Patch 
Version  of  Matthew  and  John  by 
Clarence  Jordan. 

The  gospel  is  presented  in  a  rural 
Georgia  setting  through  country 
music  songs.  In  the  musical,  Herod 
is  the  governor  of  Georgia  and  inev¬ 
itably,  Christ  is  lynched  by  local 
thugs,  only  to  rise  again.” 

Joining  Grace’s  cast  were  Dr. 
John  Ward,  a  member  of  Christ 
Community  Church;  Rt.  Rev.  Rick 
Cloud,  rector  of  Christ  Redeemer 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Rev.  Bill 
Willis,  chaplain  of  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Ruston. 

Grace  UMC  presented  two  per- 


Donald  Avery 


Don  Cottrill 


Philip  Woodland  Marilyn  Oden 


Tom  Matheny 


Carl  Stewart 


The  New  Church  in  Monroe,  where  Rev.  Larry  Martin  is  pastor,  is 
growing  and  attracting  people  of  all  ages.  Church  buildings  have 
been  purchased  for  the  congregation. 


Around  the  Conference 


Buildings  purchased  for  New  Church,  Monroe 

“Watch  Us  Grow!”  Rev.  Larry 
Martin,  pastor,  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  New  Church,  in  south 
Monroe,  are  saying.  They  have 
room  to  grow  now  that  a  purchase 
agreement  has  been  signed  on  a 
church  being  vacated  by  another 
congregation. 

Dr.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  Mon¬ 
roe  District  su¬ 
perintendent, 
said  “We’re  real 
excited  about  it.” 

The  buildings 
(formerly  South- 
side  Baptist 
Church)  are  in 
the  heart  of 
south  Monroe,  in 

a  changing  Rev.  Larry  Martin 

neighborhood,  near  schools  and  homes 
of  lots  of  families,  he  mentioned. 

The  purchase  includes  a  sanctu¬ 
ary  (which  seats  about  350)  with 
pews  and  other  furnishings,  12 
classrooms  and  two  offices.  A  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  includes  a  kitchen. 

Louisiana  Conference  Church 
Extension  will  pay  $50,000  and  the 
Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  has 
designated  pledges  from  a  future 
call.  Those,  plus  the  congregation’s 
own  offerings,  will  go  toward  the 
purchase  of  the  buildings,  an  organ 
and  additional  furnishings  and 
equipment. 

Currently  services  are  held  each 
Sunday  at  10  a.m.  in  Northeast 
University  Campus  Ministry’s  cha¬ 
pel.  About  45  persons  of  all  ages,  in- 
cluding  some  of  the  college 
students,  attend  New  Church  now. 
Martin  also  has  organized  Bible 
studies  for  each  Tuesday  evening 
and  another  week  night  event  called 
Chit  and  Chat  which  is  an  informal 
fellowship  time  with  refreshments. 

Woodland  said  the  church  is  to 
be  vacated  no  later  than  (and  hope¬ 
fully  before)  Jan.  1  when  New 
Church's  congregation  will  begin  to 
worship  there. 

Formal  organization 

Bishop  Alfred  Norris  is  to  be 
guest  speaker  at  the  formal  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  church  set  for  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  Sunday,  Jan.  23. 

The  church  will  be  officially  orga¬ 
nized  and  charter  members  are  to 
be  received  at  that  time. 

Martin  and  the  congregation  are 
in  the  process  of  selecting  a  name 
for  the  church. 

The  new  congregation  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  efforts  of  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension  with  the  com¬ 
bined  effort  of  the  Monroe  District. 
Rev.  Martin’s  salary  and  benefits, 
training  expenses  and  the  start-up 
costs  are  underwritten  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  via  the  Extension  Board. 

The  partial  support  by  the  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  will  be  reduced  by  25 
percent  over  the  next  three  years  as 
the  congregation  is  able  to  take  over 
financially  for  this  and  the  cost  of 
operating  a  church. 

Vision,  direction 

“There  is  no  single  combination 
that  enables  a  church  to  grow, 
"Martin  said,  “but  New  Church  has 
found  a  combination  that  works.  I 
believe  the  Holy  Spirit  is  giving  us 
the  vision  and  direction  for  our 
church  growth.” 


The  Conference  Committee  on 
Meeting  the  Needs  of  Persons  with 
Handicapping  Conditions  will  meet 
at  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Saturday,  Nov.  20,  from  10 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Sarabeth  Akins,  Con¬ 
ference  chair,  reports.  Committee 
members  who  will  attend  are  asked 
to  write  or  call  her  at  Grace  UMC, 
3401  N.  Trenton,  Ruston,  71270- 
6918,  (318-255-221 1). 

*  *  * 

Rosedale  UMC  where  the  pastor 
is  Rev.  Don  Gentry  held  its  Centen¬ 
nial  Celebration  on  Oct.  10.  Dr. 
Gerald  Richardson,  Acadiana  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  was  guest 
speaker.  Special  music  was  present¬ 
ed  by  Rosedale  Church  Choir  and 
the  St.  Joseph  Catholic  Church 
Choir  in  Grosse  Tete. 

A  luncheon  was  served  after  the 


As  part  of  their  efforts  to  be  a 
more  Inviting  Congregation  First 
UMC,  Monroe,  where  Rev.  John  M. 
Lee  is  senior  pastor,  has  recruited 
Pew  Greeters  who  take  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  greeting  visitors  and  oth¬ 
ers  on  two  pews  each  during  the 
Sunday  worship  services.  A  special 
effort  will  be  made  to  speak  to  visi¬ 
tors,  make  them  feel  welcome  and 
invite  them  back.  This  is  a  project 
of  the  VISION  2000  committee. 

•  *  • 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
where  Dr.  Charles  Simmons  is  senior 
pastor,  accepted  37  new  members, 
many  by  profession  of  faith,  recently 
on  one  special  New  Member  Sunday. 
In  all,  over  50  persons  had  expressed 
an  interest  in  joining.  The  church’s 
Andrew  Club  is  following  up  on  those 
additional  persons. 

*  *  * 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 
has  been  selected  by  Money  Maga¬ 
zine  to  appear  on  the  publication’s 
best  college  value  list. 

Janie  D.  Flournoy  award-winning 
publicist  and  member  of  Centena¬ 
ry’s  administration  for  14  years,  has 


been  named  director  of  special  gifts 
for  the  college. 

*  *  * 

Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion 

has  given  $289,918  in  free  care  to 
the  community  during  the  fiscal 
year  just  completed,  Mike  Maurin, 
chief  financial  officer,  reports.  The 
amount  includes  treatment  for  New 
Orleans  residents  under  the  May¬ 
or’s  Indigent  Bed  Program,  free  as¬ 
sessments  and  educational 
workshops. 

*  *  • 

Dr.  Carol  Walker,  Peace  With 
Justice  Educator,  will  lead  an  Aca¬ 
diana  District  workshop  Saturday, 
Nov.  6,  from  9:30  a.m.  to  noon  in 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelou¬ 
sas.  Her  subject  is  to  be  “Creative 
Active  Non-Violence.” 

*  *  • 

Between  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas,  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  5,  a 
good  holiday  gift  would  be  service 
to  midwesterners  still  suffering 
from  the  summer  flooding.  Persons 
from  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  invited  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Volunteers  in  Mission  proj¬ 
ect.  For  details  about  specific  loca¬ 
tions  and  arrangements  contact  Sue 
Pugh,  318-923-4339,  assistant  coor¬ 
dinator  of  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries  in  Baldwin. 

*  0  * 

Marilyn  Schwartz,  choir  director 
of  First  UMC,  Houma,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Dulac  Community  Center 
Board  since  1987,  was  one  of  seven 
outstanding  volunteers  from  La¬ 
fourche  and  Terrebonne  parishes 
honored  at  a  reception  held  at  Mac- 
Donell  UMC  Children’s  Services.  A 
gala  awards  presentation  will  be 
held  Nov.  5  at  Nicholls  State  Uni¬ 
versity. 

|  In  Memoriam 

Bessie  Carter,  spouse  of  retired 
minister,  Rev.  Eddie  Carter,  died 
on  Sept.  25.  Funeral  services  were 
held  Oct.  1  in  First  Zion  Baptist 
Church  in  Jefferson. 


Youth  workers:  Let's  do  lunch  in  Alex 


The  cafeteria  of  First  UMC,  2727 
Jackson  St.,  Alexandria,  is  a  good 
place  to  have  lunch.  If  you  are  a 
youth  worker  in  any  Louisiana  UM 
Church  it  is  a  central  spot  to  meet 
and  share  ideas  and  problems  with 
other  youth  workers  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Lunch  and  Sharing  are  planned 
for  the  third  Thursday  of  every 
month  at  the  Alexandria  church, 
Carolyn  Dove,  Conference  youth 
coordinator,  said. 

formances  of  the  play  at  their  own 
church.  Then  they  performed  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  and  at  Howard  Auditorium  on 
the  Louisiana  Tech  University  cam¬ 
pus  in  Ruston. 


The  session  will  be  from  1 1  a.m. 
to  2  p.m. 

Call  Audine  Behn  (318-443-5696) 
to  make  reservations  for  lunch  ($5) 
or  to  get  on  the  mailing  list. 


Local  church  '94  budget  projections 


To  aid  those  setting  up  the  local 
church’s  1994  budgets.  Dr.  Stone  Cara¬ 
way,  Conference  treasurer,  has  provid¬ 
ed  projections. 

The  Ministerial  Pension  Plan  is  based 
on  12  percent  of  the  Denominational 
Average  Compensation  (DAC).  For 
1994,  the  DAC  is  $33,017  resulting  in 
$3,962.04  for  MPP.  The  Comprehen¬ 
sive  Protection  Plan  is  4.4  percent  of 
the  DAC  resulting  in  $1,452.75  for 
CPP. 


If  a  charge’s  compensation  for  base 
salary  and  housing  combined  is  less 
than  the  Denominational  Average 
Compensation,  the  churches  contribute 
an  amount  based  on  actual  base  com¬ 
pensation  plus  housing  allowance.  If  the 
minister  lives  in  a  parsonage,  a  figure  of 
24  percent  of  the  base  salary  is  added  to 
the  base  salary  then  multiplied  by  12 
percent  and  4.4  percent  respectively  for 
MPP  and  CPP.  A  minimum  salary  of 
$19,810  is  required,  however,  for  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  CPP  for  1994. 
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Saints'  'songs'  witness  against  violence 


$ 

V 

*  \ 


Actions  such  as  this  historic  handshake  of  reconciliation  between 
Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitzak  Rabin  and  Palestinian  Liberation  Orga¬ 
nization  Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  testify  to  the  "divine  counter¬ 
force"  that  witnesses  against  violence  both  abroad  and  in  America. 


And  when  the  strife  is  fierce ,  the 
warfare  long, 

Steals  on  the  ear  the  distant  tri¬ 
umph  song. 

And  hearts  are  brave  again  and 
arms  are  strong. 

Alleluia,  alleluia 1 

— from  “For  All  the  Saints” 
(No.  711  In  the 
United  Methodist  Hymnal) 

Obscure  by  comparison  with  the 
hymn’s  other  verses,  the  above  lines 
nevertheless  speak  instructively  to 
contemporary  realities  and  hopes  as 
All  Saints’  Sunday  approaches  Nov.  7. 

“Fierce  strife”  and  “warfare 
long”  are  all  too  evident  across  U.S. 
society.  Consider,  for  example,  the 
recent  plea  by  Mayor  Sharon  Pratt 
Dixon  of  Washington,  D.C.,  for  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  troops  to  beef  up  the 
city’s  embattled  police  force. 

“We’ve  got  a  war  on  our  hands,” 
she  said. 

Or  talk  to  New  York  City  taxi 
drivers  who  staged  a  protest  last 
week  following  the  32nd  murder 
this  year  of  a  fellow  driver  and  the 
third  such  killing  that  week! 

These  and  countless  other  chilling 
episodes,  so  tragically  typical  of  re¬ 
ports  we  hear  week  in  and  week  out, 
give  credence  to  a  recent  lament  by 
“New  York  Times”  columnist  Bob 
Herbert: 

“It’s  becoming  more  and  more 
difficult  to  remain  in  a  state  of  de¬ 
nial  about  the  extent  of  the  vio¬ 
lence”  across  our  country. 

We  agree.  It  rings  hollow,  even 


hypocritical,  to  decry  violence  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  and  not 
confront  what  by  all  accounts  is  a 
growing  wave  of  violence  and 
crimes  against  people  at  home,  in¬ 
cluding  carjackings,  muggings,  kill¬ 
ings  at  school  and  in  the  workplace. 

In  short,  the  “war  on  our  hands” 
is  not  confined  to  the  nation’s  capi¬ 
tal.  Increasingly,  it  can  strike  any¬ 
where  and  at  any  time.  Just  ask 


shocked  tourists  to  Florida’s  “vaca¬ 
tion  paradise”  during  the  past  year, 
many  of  whose  loved  ones  have 
been  ihurdered  or  mugged. 

Thankfully,  the  familiar  hymn  in 
remembrance  of  “all  the  saints” 
witnesses  to  another  reality:  the  dis¬ 
cernment  from  time  to  time  of  a 
“distant  triumph  song,”  that  is,  a 
divine  counterforce  to  all  that  vio¬ 
lates  and  destroys  life. 


Editorial 


We  as  Christians  discern  that 
song  through,  among  other  ways, 
the  gift  of  remembrance.  By  recall¬ 
ing  the  faithful  witness  of  our  spiri¬ 
tual  ancestors — the  “saints” — we 
gain  insight  and  courage  to  face  the 
struggles  of  our  own  time. 

But,  through  eyes  of  faith,  we  also 
can  discern  that  song,  or  its  echoes, 
in  unlikely  people  and  events  of  our 
own  day. 

When  in  a  Los  Angeles  courtroom 
Reginald  Denny  recently  embraced 
the  mothers  of  two  men  who  had 
brutally  beaten  him,  the  “triumph 
song”  of  forgiveness  and  healing  that 
his  action  sounded  touched  hearts  far 
beyond  that  room. 

Or,  when  Israeli  Premier  Yitzak 
Rabin  this  September  shook  the 
hand  of  his  archenemy,  Palestinian 
leader  Yasser  Arafat,  was  that  not  a 
chord  from  the  same  “distant  tri¬ 
umph  song”  testifying  to  the  ever¬ 
present  possibility  for  peace  and 
reconciliation? 

It  would  be  heaven,  of  course,  if 
we  lived  in  a  world  of  saints  in 
whom  such  songs  were  always  pres¬ 
ent.  Sadly,  violence  across  our  land 
reminds  us  otherwise. 

But  as  we  celebrate  the  saints  this 
week,  we  should  thank  God  that  their 
music  can  still  be  detected  and  pray 
for  “brave  hearts  and  strong  arms”  to 
challenge  the  evils  we  deplore. 


Bereaved  parents  need  Christians'  comfort 


By  MARY  A.  BAILEY 


Allow  parents  to  vent  their  anger,  even  though  it 
may  be  toward  God.  In  time,  for  most,  faith  will 
return. 


When  my  husband  uttered  the 
words,  “Dianne  was  in  an  accident; 
she  is  dead,”  my  world  changed  for¬ 
ever. 

In  the  early  dark  hours  of  grief, 
faith  doesn’t  always  sustain  bereaved 
parents.  Unrelenting  grief  will  not  be 
denied.  Parents  battle  daily  with  an¬ 
ger,  denial,  bitterness  and  depression. 
A  cherished  child,  part  of  one’s  self, 
has  been  lost  forever. 

What  can  we  do? 

What  can  we  as  Christians  do  to 
comfort  bereaved  parents?  Thank¬ 
fully  there  have  been  studies  into 
survivors’  reactions  to  death  and 
literature  written  to  offer  insight 
into  the  particular  difficulties  of  pa¬ 
rental  grief. 

The  research  shows  that  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  parent  and  child 
is  the  most  intense  that  life  can  gen¬ 
erate.  Parents  expect  to  protect 
their  child  and  die  before  them,  so 
the  death  of  a  child  is  a  “death  out 
of  turn.” 

Losing  a  child  causes  parents  to 
experience  a  loss  of  self-esteem  and 
to  view  themselves  as  victims  of  an 
overwhelming  assault  on  their  iden¬ 
tities.  Guilt,  real  or  imagined, 
causes  excruciating  pain.  Com¬ 
pounding  the  pain  are  anger  at  God 
for  allowing  a  child’s  death  and  dis¬ 


appointment  toward  ministers  and 
friends  who  may  be  perceived  as 
lacking  caring  and  support. 

Bereaved  parents  also  lose  their 
primary  support  person — their 
spouses.  Since  the  loss  of  a  child 
strikes  both  parents  simultaneously 
and  both  are  devastated,  they  are 
unable  to  comfort  one  another.  In¬ 
compatible  grieving  styles  may 
cause  additional  misunderstandings 
and  is  a  factor  in  a  high  divorce  rate 
among  bereaved  parents. 

For  parents  who  have  other  chil¬ 
dren,  the  demands  of  parenting  re¬ 
main.  They  must  continue  to 
function  in  the  role  for  which  they 
are  grieving  and  trying  to  relinquish. 
Dealing  with  surviving  siblings  of  a 
deceased  child  often  becomes  diffi¬ 
cult.  Temporarily  rejecting  other  chil¬ 
dren  is  not  uncommon. 

Lose  hopes  and  dreams 

Parents  who  lose  children  are  vic¬ 
timized  in  other  ways,  too.  Not  only 
do  they  lose  a  beloved  child,  they 
lose  all  hopes  and  dreams  they  had 


for  that  child.  The  child  who  served 
as  a  tie  to  the  past  and  future  will 
not  share  the  remainder  of  the  par¬ 
ents’  lifetime;  the  parents’  sense  of 
immortality  is  threatened. 

After  Dianne  died,  I  co-founded  a 
chapter  of  Compassionate  Friends, 
an  organization  for  bereaved  par¬ 
ents.  My  work  with  this  group  leads 
me  to  encourage  Christians,  both 
clergy  and  lay,  who  want  to  help  be¬ 
reaved  parents  to  do  the  following: 

'f  Allow  parents  to  vent  their  an¬ 
ger,  even  though  it  may  be  toward 
God.  In  time,  for  most,  faith  will  re¬ 
turn. 

•7  Help  parents  realize  they 
couldn’t  have  protected  their  chil¬ 
dren  from  everything.  Help  relieve 
their  guilt. 

7  Help  spouses  accept  their  dif¬ 
ferences  in  grieving  style. 

7  Assist  parents  in  recognizing 
the  conflict  of  trying  to  disengage 
from  parenting  while  continuing  in 
that  role  for  surviving  children. 

7  Help  parents  realize  they  are 
not  only  grieving  for  the  child,  but 


A  boy's  wish  elicits  a  global  prayer 


The  boy  was  intent  on  an  after¬ 
noon  of  fun. 

The  arboretum  was  one  of  his  fa¬ 
vorite  places.  The  budding  scientist  in 
him  reveled  in  impressing  his  mother 
with  plant  facts;  the  birdwatcher  in 
him  loved  the  thrill  of  spotting  a  fat 
bluejay  from  50  yards  away. 

This  particular  hazy  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  brought  a  cultural  bonus.  The 
park  exhibit  paid  tribute  to  Japan,  in¬ 
cluding  a  hunt  to  identify  plants  that 
grew  both  in  Japan  and  America. 

The  boy  knew  of  some  things  Jap¬ 
anese. 

At  school  he  had  learned  origami, 
the  art  of  folding  brightly  colored 
paper  squares  into  fanciful  animals 
and  shapes.  And  he  had  seen  the 
miniature  trees  known  as  bonsai  in 
both  real  life  and  “reel  life”  through 
films  such  as  “The  Karate  Kid.” 

After  he  looked  for  plants  marked 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle  is 
Faith  Forum  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


by  the  Rising  Sun  in  the  coolly 
misted  fern  dell,  the  boy’s  eye  was 
captured  by  a  lane  of  crepe  myrtles 
being  transformed  into  Japanese 
“wish  trees.” 

Dozens  of  red  and  yellow  ribbons 
inscribed  with  children’s  wishes 
bloomed  on  child-height  boughs  of 
the  trees. 

Wish-ribbons  whispered  in  the 


breeze  as  the  boy  sat  at  a  table, 
frowning  in  thought  before  he  wrote 
his  own  sentiments  with  a  big  black 
marker. 

Finally  he  laid  the  marker  aside 
and  held  the  red  ribbon  up  for  his 
mother  to  read: 

“I  wish  everyone  would  stop  hat¬ 
ing  each  other.” 

Unmindful  of  the  misty  eyes  and 
sudden  throat-lumps  his  words  had 
caused  in  the  grown-ups  around 
him,  the  boy  took  his  mother  to  one 
of  the  trees  and  tied  on  his  wish. 

Then,  without  a  backward  glance, 
he  eagerly  joined  a  line  of  youngsters 
waiting  to  ring  a  giant  set  of  wind- 
chimes  prepared  for  the  exhibit. 

As  he  pealed  the  silvery  tubular 
bells  over  and  over,  I  implored  God 
to  grant  my  son’s  wish. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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My  Witness 


Mary  A.  Bailey  is 
a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Gales¬ 
burg ,  Illinois  (Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual 
Conference). 


for  their  own  hopes  and  dreams. 

7  Explain  to  parents  that  they 
will  experience  upsurges  of  grief  at 
certain  times,  such  as  birthdays, 
holidays  and  other  occasions. 

7  Encourage  parents  to  give 
themselves  respite  from  their  grief 
and  enjoy  other  aspects  of  their 
lives.  Urge  them  to  recognize  that 
such  is  not  a  betrayal  of  their  dead 
child. 

7  Most  importantly,  be  there  and 
listen.  Your  presence  expresses  your 
Christian  love  and  concern.  In  so 
doing,  you  can  console  the  inconsol¬ 
able. 


What  others 
are  saying 


“Belief  can  become  so  rigid  that  it 
must  be  suspended  in  order  for  faith 
to  occur.  But  there  are  also  times 
when  disputation,  disbelief  and  cyni¬ 
cism  need  to  be  suspended  so  that 
faith  and  wonder  may  occur.” 

— The  Rev.  Anthony  B.  Robinson, 
Seattle,  Wash.,  writing  in  “Chris¬ 
tian  Century.” 

*  *  * 

“United  Methodism  is  facing 
three  crises.  We  don’t  know  who  we 
are.  We  don’t  know  what  we  be¬ 
lieve.  We  don’t  know  how  to  share 
the  Gospel  with  another  person, 
one-on-one,  as  well  as  with  the 
world.  Until  we  are  willing  to  ad¬ 
dress  each  of  the  three,  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  decline  in  membership.” 

— The  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Metropolitan  United 
Methodist  Church,  Detroit,  Mich. 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Train  children  in  the  right  way, 
and  when  old,  they  will  not  stray.” 
(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Mark  1:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  7 

Sunday:  Psalms  78: 1-7 
Monday:  Joshua  24:  l-3a 
Tuesday:  Joshua  24: 1 4-25 
Wednesday:  Matthew  25:1-5 
Thursday:  Matthew  25:6-13 
Friday:  1  Thessalonians  4:1 3-14 
Saturday:  1  Thessalonians  4:15-18 
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Africa  University 
non-ecumenical 
at  Africans'  request 


I  read  with  interest  the  articles 
about  the  ecumenical  posture  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  1). 

While  I  have  some  impressions 
about  the  larger  issue,  I  am  eager 
to  reflect  on  the  suggestion  that 
the  Africa  University  project  is 
problematic  because  "ecumeni¬ 
cal  channels”  were  not  pursued 
during  its  planning. 

The  basic  guiding  principle  in 
the  early  planning  days  of  the 
university  was  I 
the  commitment 
that  the  Africans 
had  the  policy  ( 
initiative.  AFRICA 

There  was  UNIVERSITY 

deep  skepticism - 

among  the  Africans  about  going 
through  ecumenical  (i.e.  European) 
structures.  There  was  general  con¬ 
sensus  that  that  would  impede  if 
not  halt  the  project  because  of  the 
layers  of  ecclesial  systems.  From 
the  first,  the  Africa  University 
project  was  an  African  initiative, 
indeed  that  was  the  first  name  of 
vtbe idea. 

In  a  period  of  vast  skepticism 
about  the  appropriate  mission  of 
the  church,  the  Africa  University 
has  been  an  important  focus  of 
unanimity  of  purpose.  It  is  practi¬ 
cal  and  not  theoretical.  It  is  the 
happy  confluence  of  the  the 
church’s  historic  concerns  for  edu¬ 
cational  and  mission.  It  came  along 
at  the  right  time. 

F.  Thomas  Trotter 
Anchorage,  Alaska 

Editor's  note:  Dr.  Trotter  was 
1973-87  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  one  of 
the  leaders  in  founding  Africa 
University. 

What  a  pity 

All  the  time  I’ve  been  writing 
the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  to  complain  about 
trashy  sex  and  violence  shows  on 
TV  I’ve  received  nothing  in  re¬ 
turn  but  a  printed  postcard  re¬ 
minding  me  that  a  wide  audience 
needs  to  be  appealed  to. 

I’ve  assumed  that  an  uncaring, 
libertine  secularist  has  been  at 
the  helm.  What  a  pity  a  Presby¬ 
terian  layman  can’t  use  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  office  as  commissioner 
to  sweep  the  streets  of  TV  of  the 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


“swine"  as  he  calls  it  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  15). 

It’s  not  censorship  to  set  some 
basic  standards  for  the  networks. 
They  have  a  responsibility  to  all 
of  us  (who  also  own  the  airways) 
to  clean  up  their  act.  If  Ervin 
Duggan  can’t  be  effective  in 
achieving  this,  there’s  not  much 
hope  for  the  rest  of  us! 

Jean  Tuthill 
Denver,  Colorado 

Does  it  nullify? 

A  friend  passed  on  to  me  a 
copy  of  previous  correspondence 
in  your  paper  mentioning  Mi¬ 
chael  Bussee  and  Gary  Cooper  as 
the  “founders”  of  Exodus  who 
had  then  returned  to  active  ho¬ 
mosexuality. 

The  fact  is  true.  It’s  also  true 
that  one  of  the  founders  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  (Judas  Iscariot)  betrayed 
the  faith  and  committed  suicide. 
Does  Judas’s  behavior  nullify  the 
claims  of  the  Christian  faith? 

Bob  Davies 

San  Rafael,  California 

Editor’s  note:  Mr.  Davies  is  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  Exodus  Interna¬ 
tional,  a  ministry  to  homosexuals 
seeking  to  change  their  behavior. 

Fallen  humanity? 

Reader  Carol  Gulley  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  22)  writes  about  “transform¬ 
ing  congregations”  who  accept  ho¬ 
mosexuals  as  “persons  of  sacred 
worth  who  bear  the  wounds  of 
fallen  humanity  and  need  the  heal¬ 
ing  only  Christ  can  bring.” 

Fallen  humanity?  As  a  bom- 
again  Christian,  a  student  of  the 
Gospel,  an  elected  leader  of  a  non¬ 
reconciling  congregation,  commit¬ 
ted  before  all  to  Christ  as  a 
monogamous  gay  man  who  did 
not  choose  his  sexual  orientation 
but  received  it  at  birth,  I  bear  no 
wounds,  nor  am  I  fallen.  I  am 
“transformed”  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Mankind  looks  on  the  outward 
appearance.  Thankfully,  God 
knows  our  hearts. 

Jim  Wagner 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


Help  provide  Russian  language  Bibles,  Sunday 
school  materials,  spiritual  life  books  and  other 
training  materials  by  contributing  to: 


ADVANCE  #011510-1RA 


Your  contributions  will  also  help  train  pastors 
and  lay  leaders;  develop  seminars  and  courses 
of  study. 

For  futher  information  contact:  Coordinator, 
Russia  Initiative,  Room  1527,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 

New  York,  NY  10115,  Tel:  (212)  870-3682; 

Fax:  (212)  870-3895. 


Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local  church.  Be 
sure  to  write  the  Advance  code  number  on  the 
check.  For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit, 
give  your  gift  to  your  local  church  treasurer.  Gifts  are 
forwarded  to  Advance  GCFA,  P.O.  Box  19001, 
Church  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10277-1106. 
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The  National  Council  On  The  Aging,  Inc. 

PUBLICATIONS 


NCOA  Publications 

Let  Us  Serve  Them  AU  of  Their 
Days... is  the  title  of  one  of  the 
publications  from  the  National 
Council  on  Aging.  It  is  also  the 
theme  of  all  of  the  publications 
and  videos  we  offer  how  to  serve 
older  persons  and  enhance  their 
dignity,  independence  and  quality 
of  life. 

We  invite  you  readers  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter/Review 
to  learn  more  about  our  organiza¬ 
tion  and  what  we  have  to  offer  to 
enhance  the  lives  of  older 
Americans  and  their  families  and 
friends. 

Of  course,  by  serving  the  older 
members  of  our  society,  all  mem¬ 
bers  are  served.  Each  of  us  is 
aging  and  must  begin  to  plan  for 
our  advanced  years.  Many  of  us 
face  the  challenges  of  caregiving 
and  helping  elderly  friends  and 
family  members.  All  of  us  benefit 
from  the  joy  and  richness  of  the 
older  members  of  our  families, 
churches  and  communities.  Some 
of  us  work  within  the  church  or  a 
professional  field  to  serve  older 
persons.  None  of  us  is  untouched 
by  the  challenge  of  aging  or  the 
wisdom  of  experience. 

The  pages  of  this  supplement 
describe  resources  that  contain 
needed  information,  creative  and 
practical  ideas,  and  the  comfort¬ 
ing  advice  of  unmet  friends,  to 
help  you  approach  your  own 
aging  and  retirement,  or  to 
become  a  better  helper,  caregiver, 
advocate,  guardian  of  health,  pro¬ 
fessional,  teacher  or  volunteer. 
Regardless  of  whether  you  are 
interested  in  your  own  aging,  the 
aging  of  family  or  church  mem 
bers,  or  approach  the  subject  of 
aging  from  a  professional  or  aca 
demic  perspective,  you  will  find 
publications  of  interest  to  you. 
Please  relax  and  peruse  our  list  of 
publications  and  videos,  and 
learn  about  the  special  member¬ 
ship  offer  for  readers  of  the 
Reporter/Review.  For  four 
decades,  The  National  Council  on 
the  Aging  (NCOA)  has  provided  its 
members,  other  interested  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  organizations  up-to- 
date  information  on  services,  pro¬ 
grams,  and  policies  in  the  field  of 
aging. 


How  to  Qrder  NCOA 
publications: 

Send  checks  or  authorized  pur¬ 
chase  orders  payable  to  NCOA  to  The 
National  Council  on  the  Aging,  Inc., 
DejjL  5087,  Washington,  DC  2006 1- 

Orders  must  be  prepaid  in  U.S. 
dollars.  VISA  or  MasterCard  accepted 
for  orders  over  $25.  NCOA  members 
receive  a  20%  price  discount  please 
include  your  membership  number. 
(Member  discounts  do  not  apply  to 
quantity  item  prices  and  special  pro¬ 
motional  packages.) 

For  postage  and  handling,  add 
10%  ($2  minimum).  Domestic  orders 
are  sent  bookrate  or  UPS,  foreign 
orders  by  surface  carrier,  First  Class 
postage,  when  requested,  will  be 


Adult  Day  Care 


An  Annotated  Bibliography  on 

Adult  Day  Care  Programs  and  Dementia  Care 

A  comprehensive,  annotated  list  of  352  references,  designed  to  serve  as 
a  reference  guide  to  day  center  staff,  caregivers,  and  experts  in  the  field  of 
aging.  This  collaborative  effort  among  The  National  Council  on  the  Aging, 
the  National  Alzheimer’s  Association,  and  the  Robert  Wood  Johnson 
Foundation  Dementia  Care  and  Respite  Services  program  is  comprised  of 
two  main  sections:  Adult  Day  Programs  and  Dementia  Care. 

141  pages,  $7.50,  Order  *269M 

Developing  Adult  Day  Care:  An  Approach  to 
Maintaining  Independence  for  Impaired  Older  Persons 

by  Helen  Padula 

A  guide  for  developing  or  improving  day  care  programs,  this  publica¬ 
tion  stresses  development  and  implementation  of  an  individual  care  plan 
based  on  functional  assessment  of  the  individual  and  the  home  environ¬ 
ment.  Topics  include  history,  physical  facility,  staffing,  in-service  training, 
program  evaluation,  working  with  families,  form  samples,  profiles  of  oper¬ 
ating  adult  day  centers,  and  a  selected  bibliography  of  publications  and 
audio-visual  aids. 

192 pages,  $15-00,  Order  *270-M 

Sharing  the  Caring:  Adult  Day  Care 

This  video  provides  a  way  to  educate  the  public  about  the  concept  of 
adult  day  care  and  its  benefits  to  clients  and  to  caregivers.  Produced  by 


Ross  Laboratories,  in  cooperation  with  JUSM  Montana  Public  Television 
and  Montana  State  University. 

VHS,  $35,  Order  *V-0006M 

Standards  and  Guidelines  for  Adult  Day  Care 

This  book  contains  national  standards  to  help  you:  Learn  the  latest  def¬ 
inition  of  quality  in  the  field  in  areas  such  as  administration  and  organiza¬ 
tion,  target  population,  services,  staffing,  facility,  and  evaluation;  Find  out 
what  needs  to  be  changed  to  enable  you  more  effectively  to  serve  individ¬ 
uals  suffering  from  Alzheimer's  disease  and  other  dementias;  See  how  pro¬ 
grams  can  meet  special  needs  of  individuals  with  AIDS,  sensory  impair¬ 
ments,  mental  illness,  head  injury,  and  more;  Discover  how  the  new  stan¬ 
dards  can  be  adapted  to  centers  in  suburban,  urban,  and  rural  areas,  or  to 
care  in  private  homes. 

224 pages,  $25.00,  Order  #2042-M 

Standards  and  Guidelines  for  Adult  Day  Care: 

A  Self-Assessment 
Workbook 

Using  the  self-assessment  workbook:  learn  how  your  center  and  pro¬ 
gram  line  up  with  national,  voluntary  standards;  judge  for  yourself  now 
well  you  are  doing;  document  and  validate  the  strengths  of  your  program; 
identify  the  weaknesses  and  learn  how  to  improve  these  areas.  Take  this 
opportunity  to  voluntarily  check  your  program,  staff  and  facility  against 
the  only  national  quality  guidelines  in  your  field. 

54 pages,  $12.50,  Order  *2043-M 


Aging  In  America:  Data  and  Implications 


American  Guidance  for  Seniors 

by  Ken  Skala 

An  A-Z  of  retirement  resources,  this  current,  information-packed,  desk¬ 
top  reference  covers  benefits,  entitlements,  and  all  kinds  of  assistance  for 
older  people  and  their  caregivers.  It  includes  the  practical  basics  like 
Social  Security,  veterans  and  retirement  benefits,  health  care,  and  other 
special  programs  for  older  people.  Information  about  senior  discounts, 
reference  lists  of  helpful  organizations  and  groups,  and  travel  and  leisure 
resources  make  this  a  compendium  of  fun  and  financial  advice. 

Published  by  American  Guidance,  Inc. 

541  pages,  $17.95,  Order  #SB4-M 

Coining  of  Age  in  America 

This  educational  videotape  is  for  anyone  concerned  about  the  realities 
of  our  aging  society  and  the  most  catastrophic  financial  event  any  of  us  is 
likely  to  face.  Answers  questions  and  provides  fresh  information  on  devel¬ 
opments  in  the  long-term  care  field.  Produced  by  John  Hancock  Financial 
Services  with  assistance  from  The  National  Council  on  the  Aging,  “Coming 
of  Age  in  America”  is  ideal  for  community  groups,  senior  centers,  and  stu¬ 
dent  audiences. 

VHS,  30  min.,  $24.95,  Order  #V-0002-M 

Golden  Opportunities:  Hundreds  of  Money-making, 
Money-Saving  Gems  for  Anyone  Over  Fifty 

by  Amy  Budish  and  Armond  Budish 

This  publication  tells  readers  how  to  have  more  money,  by  taking  full, 
legal  advantage  of  entitlement  and  health  care  programs,  tax  benefits, 
insurance  programs,  retirement  plans,  and  reverse  mortgages,  in  the 
straightforward  manner  of  a  savvy  friend,  the  authors  cut  through  com¬ 
plex  regulations  and  mind-boggling  procedures  to  show  readers  what  they 


Arts,  the  Humanities  and  Older  Americans:  A  Catalogue 
of  Program  Profiles 

Compiled  by  Pali  Cahill 

Three  dozen  projects  and  programs  profiled  reveal  rich  diversity  and 


need  to  do  to  get  what  they  deserve.  This  book  offers  real  help  for  mil¬ 
lions  of  Americans  who  are  unprepared  for  the  financial  realities  of  retire¬ 
ment  and  the  complexities  of  the  systems  that  are  supposed  to  help  them. 
Published  by  Henry  Holt  and  Company 

654  pages,  $27.50,  Order  *SB6-M 

Preparing  for  an  Aging  Society:  Changes  and 
Challenges 

This  book  contains  a  series  of  four  solidly  researched,  eye-opening  fea¬ 
ture  articles  on  issues  of  great  importance,  now  available  for  reprint  in 
your  newsletter  or  magazine:  The  Demographics  of  an  Aging  Revolution: 
Populations  grow  old  too,  with  ramifications  for  today’s  elderly,  but  even 
more  for  tomorrow’s.  Converging  Trends  Challenge  Older  Women: 
Careers,  caregiving,  conflicts  in  fundamental  roles,  and  the  likelihood  of 
living  alone  intensify  pressures.  Mrs.  Jones  Breaks  a  Hip:  She  and  her  fam¬ 
ily  find  out  why  they  need  the  “aging  network"  of  social  services. 
Shaping  a  Lifestyle  of  Independence:  Abilities,  Aging  and  Environmental 
Design. 

62  pages,  $7.50,  Order  *4190M 

Report  on  the  Housing  Choices  of  Older  Americans: 
Summary  of  Survey  Findings  and  Recommendations 

by  Lloyd  Turner  and  Eglule  Mangum 

A  statistical  summary  of  unmet  housing  needs  based  on  data  from 
national  survey  of  households  ages  55  or  older.  Presents  findings  and  rec¬ 
ommendations  about  major  concerns,  repair  problems  and  shortage  of 
housing-related  support  services.  Also  examines  reasons  for  moving  or 
not  moving  and  barriers  preventing  many  older  persons  from  obtaining 
adequate  housing. 

67 pages,  $7.00,  Order  *523-M 


% 


steady  expansion  of  arts  and  humanities  programs  for  and  by  older  peo¬ 
ple.  Describes  project  content,  objectives,  sites,  and  organizational  and 
funding  structures. 


Arts  And  Humanities 


81  pages,  $3.00,  Order  *110-M 
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Arts  And  Humanities  (continued) 


Developing  Older  Audiences:  Guidelines  for 
Performing  Arts  Groups 

by  Priscilla  McCutcheon  unth  Karen  Tecott 

Describes  ways  to  overcome  barriers  restricting  the  atten¬ 
dance  of  older  adults  at  arts  performances.  Outlines  steps  for 
developing  a  marketing  strategy  and  profiles  12  successful 


models.  Lists  additional  resource  materials. 

12 pages,  $2.00,  Order,  *126-M 

Portraits  and  Pathways 

An  anthology  of  literary  selections  (poems,  song  lyrics,  a 
letter,  and  excerpts  from  essays,  short  stories,  and  novels)  on 
themes  related  to  aging.  Ideal  for  discussion  groups  of  older 
adults.  The  sixteenth  anthology  in  NCOA’s  Discovery  Through 


the  Humanities  series.  ....  „  , 

104 pages,  $6.00,  Order  *134-M 

A  companion  booklet,  Portraits  and  Pathways  Discussion 
Leaders'  Guide,  contains  instructions  for  discussion  leaders 
and  suggests  discussion  questions  for  each  selection  in  the 
anthology. 

45  pages,  $3-00,  Order  *134/1M 


Community  Services 


Board  and  Advisory  Councils:  A  Key  to 
Effective  Management 

by  Marjorie  A.  Collins  and  James  £.  Mills 

Provides  technical  assistance  and  guidance  to  organiza¬ 
tions  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of  their  boards  and  adviso¬ 
ry  councils. 

59  pages,  $3  00,  Order  *4153M 

Care  Management  Standards: 

Guidelines  for  Practice 

The  first  set  of  national  care  management  standards  for 
professionals  who  assist  older  adults  and  their  caregivers. 
This  is  an  essential  resource  applicable  to  care  management 
operations  in  various  organizations  and  settings.  Includes: 
Definition  of  comprehensive  care  management,  philosophy 
and  client  rights,  information  about  target  populations,  role 
of  care  management,  elements  of  care  management  process, 
and  functions  that  support  the  care  management  process. 

24 pages,  $10.00,  Order  *2036-M 

Let  IJs  Serve  Them  All  Their  Days:  Young 
Volunteers  Serving  Homebound  Elderly 
Persons  -  a  Handbook  of  Program  Ideas 

Young  and  old  enriching  each  other's  lives  is  the  topic  of 


this  how-to  book  about  intergenerational  programming.  It 
includes  key  ingredients  of  successful  programs  and  specific 
steps  for  initiating  or  expanding  programs  that  bring  togeth- 
erthe  elderly,  who  need  a  friend,  and  young  people,  who 
need  a  sense  of  purpose.  Project  profdes  from  Vermont  to 
California  illustrate  home  maintenance,  meal  delivery,  tele¬ 
phone  reassurance  and  other  program  models. 

170 pages,  $15.00,  Order*  2051 -M 

Making  Your  Voice  HEARD:  An  Advocacy 
Manual  for  Board  Members  and  Staff  of 
Programs  and  Services  for  Older  Americans 

You  can  make  a  difference  in  local,  state  and  federal  poli¬ 
cy  decisions.  This  manual  tells  you  how  to  influence  leaders, 
to  mobilize  elders  to  advocate  for  themselves,  and  to  use 
media  tactics,  letter  writing  campaigns  and  other  advocacy 
strategies  to  get  results.  It  includes  examples  of  successful 
local  advocacy  programs,  key  background  Information  about 
the  legislative  process,  and  checklists  and  protocols  to  initiate 
and  carry  out  an  advocacy  campaign.  This  easy-to-read  and 
straightforward  manual  arms  you  with  the  tools  to  make  vour 
voice  heard. 

53 pages,  $10.00,  Order  *4191-M 


Respite  Resource  Guide 

An  invaluable  tool  for  program  planners  and  administra¬ 
tors  who  want  to  start  a  respite  program  for  caregivers  of 
frail  older  people.  Includes  general  programming  and  mar¬ 
keting  ideas,  descriptions  of  various  types  of  respite  services- 
in-home  companions,  adult  day  care,  and  short  institutional 
stays-plus  an  extensive  annotated  bibliography. 

40  pages,  $8. 00,  Order  *2040-M 

Voluntarism  in  Action  for  the  Aging: 

A  Handbook  for  National  Voluntary 
Organization  Initiatives  in  Aging 

by  Meridith  Miller,  Ph  D., 

Lorraine  N.  Ross  and  George  Thomas  Beall 

Designed  to  encourage  and  assist  national  voluntary  orga¬ 
nizations  and  their  state  and  local  affiliates  in  developing  spe¬ 
cial  program  initiatives  targeted  to  older  adults.  Manual 
gives  guidance  on  developing  projects  and  includes  case 
examples  of  national  campaigns,  community-based  initiatives, 
model  projects,  collaborative  programs,  and  resource  devel¬ 
opment. 

80 pages,  $6.00,  Order  *200l-M 


Education/Training 


Design  for  Living 

Produced  by  Southern  California  Gas,  in  consultation  with 
Lewis  Homes  and  NCOA,  this  tape  tours  a  “Friendly  Home" 
whose  adaptable  features  provide  help  for  aging-in-place  and 
are  built  into  a  standard  development  tract  home. 
Homebuilders,  supportive  service  specialists,  gerontologists, 
and  consumers  will  find  practical  ideas  of  interest. 

VHS,  11  minutes,  $15,  Order  *V-0007-M 

JobStart  Training  Manual 

This  manual  offers  the  necessary  information  to  start  a 
JobStart  volunteer  programs  training  program  to  help  young 
people  with  disabilities  or  chronic  illness  to  consider  work  as 
an  important  part  of  growing  up  and  to  develop  essential 
skills  for  their  future  careers.  The  JobStart  team  approach  is 
described  in  detail.  Reproducible  evaluation  forms  are 
included  for  all  team  members:  the  young  person,  a  family 
member,  a  school  representative,  and  the  JobStart  volunteer 

32  pages,  $8.00,  Order  *2049-M 

Organizing  a  Literacy 
Program  for  Older  Adults 

A  comprehensive  guide  for  starting  and  assisting  the 
growth  of  a  literacy  education  program  for  older  adults  as 
students  and  tutors.  Includes  information  on  special  manage¬ 
ment  issues  and  results  of  NCOA’s  literacy  education  project, 
conducted  in  27  demonstration  sites  nationwide  and  recom¬ 
mendations  for  program  design.  Also  included  in  this  pack¬ 
age  is  a  booklet,  Tutoring  Older  Adults  in  Literacy 
Programs ,  designed  to  sensitize  volunteer  literacy  tutors  to 


the  special  needs  and  interests  of  illiterate  older  learners  and 
give  useful  tips  for  creating  successful  and  rewarding  learning 
experiences.  Update  on  Healthy  Aging.  Reading  Material  on 
Health  Topics  for  the  New  Reader  and  Tutor  is  a  low-vocab¬ 
ulary,  high-interest  reading  materials  on  health  issues  to 
enhance  the  learning  of  the  new  older  reader. 

Special  Package,  $12.00,  Order  #129 -31 M 

A  Memory  Retention  Course  for  the  Aged 

by  Florence  Garfunkel  and  Gertrude  Landau 

A  guide  for  personnel  working  with  older  adults  in  group 
settings  and  interested  in  helping  them  cope  with  memory 
lapses  and  normal  memory  loss.  Presents  pertinent  facts  con¬ 
cerning  memory  and  the  aged  and  instruction  for  organiza¬ 
tion  of  group  sessions.  Course  goal  is  to  reduce  fear  and 
stress,  to  introduce  strategies  and  devices  as  aids  in  decreas¬ 
ing  number  of  memory  problems.  Each  session  encompasses 
an  immediate  goal,  relevant  exercises,  and/or  devices  for  goal 
achievement  and  a  “homework  assignment.” 

24  pages,  $4.00,  Order  #4160-M 

The  Sixth  Sense 

A  videotape  training  program  narrated  by  Arlene  Francis, 
about  sensory  changes  of  the  elderly.  The  program  offers 
practical  information  about  adjusting  physical  and  human 
environments  to  accommodate  tnese  changing  senses.  It  also 
explores  the  sixth  sense-accepting  and  being  sensitive  to  sen¬ 
sory  changes,  and  reinforcing  the  capabilities  rather  than  the 
disabilities  of  older  people.  This  program  is  appropriate  for 
training  professionals  in  health  care,  business,  service  organi¬ 
zations,  religious  groups,  architecture  and  planning,  educa¬ 


tional  organizations,  aging  services,  caregiving,  and  others.  It 
is  also  useful  for  senior  citizen  groups  to  help  them  under¬ 
stand  and  better  cope  with  changes  they  may  be  experienc¬ 
ing. 

VHS,  27  min,  $40.00,  Order  #V-0003-M 

The  Sixth  Sense:  Learning  Guide 

This  booklet  provides  the  program  facilitator  with  back¬ 
ground  information  on  the  subject,  guidelines  and  tips  for 
presenting  the  program,  information  on  each  of  the  senses 
(including  ways  to  cope  with  changes)  and  follow-up  learning 
activities. 

20  pages,  $3  00,  Order  *2038-M 

The  Sixth  Sense:  Handout  booklets 

A  package  of  30  booklets  for  members  of  the  audience, 
providing  them  with  information  on  each  of  the  senses  - 
now  they  may  change  and  ways  to  cope.  The  booklet 
includes  a  checklist  entided  “Have  You  Developed  the  Sixth 
Sense?”. 

9  pages,  $7.00,  Order  *2039-M 

Start  Your  Own  Latchkey  Program 

A  manual  to  assist  community  agencies  in  establishing  an 
after  school  program  for  children  of  working  parents.  Older 
volunteers  work  with  the  children,  providing  tutoring  and 
recreational  activities.  Based  on  experiences  gained  from 
NCOA's  successful  Senior  Center/Latchkey  pilot  program. 

32  pages,  $4.00,  Order  *2037 -M 


& 

Eldercare 

Eldercare  in  the  Work  Place 

An  up-to-date  policy  review  published  jointly  by  NCOA  and 
the  National  Association  of  State  Units  on  Aging.  Includes 
current  research  on  the  impact  of  caregiving  on  labor  costs, 
how  caregiving  affects  employees,  options  to  assist  employees 
who  are  caregivers,  current  federal  and  state  legislative  and 
regulatory  activities,  resources,  and  more. 

44 pages,  $18.00,  Order  *922-M 

Eldercare  Teleconference 

This  videotape  “Taking  the  Lead-Workplace  Responses  to 
Eldercare,”  provides  highlights  of  the  first  national  teleconfer¬ 
ence  on  workplace  responses  to  eldercare  including  inter¬ 


views  with  caregivers  and  corporate  executives  and  a  nation¬ 
al  panel  responding  to  questions  from  the  field.  Developed 
in  collaboration  with  The  University  of  Bridgeport 

VHS,  45  min.,  $25.00,  Order  *V-0004-M 

Employees  and  Eldercare 

A  complete,  practical  guide  to  help  employers  design  effec¬ 
tive,  supportive  policies  for  workers  involved  in  eldercare. 
Includes  special  sections  on  caregiving  roles  and  options  for 
corporate  response.  Developed  in  collaboration  with  the 
University  of  Bridgeport. 

78  pages,  $25.00,  Order  *923-M 


Issues  for  an  Aging  America:  Employees  and 
Eldercare  -  A  Briefing  Book 

The  first  comprehensive  study  published  on  the  emerging 
issue  of  eldercare.  Each  chapter  contains  valuable  informa¬ 
tion  for  personnel  and  employee  assistance  officers  that  can 
help  them  develop  programs  that  address  the  future  needs  of 
their  employees.  With  recent  studies  showing  that  caregivers 
spend  an  average  of  1 2  hours  a  week  in  caring  for  older  rela¬ 
tives  or  friends  and  that  many  quit  their  jobs  in  order  to  cope 
with  their  responsibilities,  this  timely  book  is  a  must  for  any¬ 
one  who  is  involved  in  personnel  issues. 

46 pages,  $24.00,  Order  *92 1M 
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Employment/Retirement 


Commitment  to  an  Aging  Work  Force: 
Strategies  and  Models  for  Helping  Older 
Workers  Achieve  Full  Potential 

This  informative  and  comprehensive  resource  manual 
draws  from  several  sources  including  cooperative  ventures 
between  NCOA’s  Prime  Productivity  Program  and  personnel 
at  six  demonstration  sites.  Close  attention  is  given  to  ways  of 
improving  linkages  between  the  Job  Training  Partnership  Act 
and  other  employment-related  programs.  An  entire  section  is 
devoted  to  program  coordination  strategies  at  the  state  and 
local  levels.  Other  sections  deal  with  older  worker  recruit¬ 
ment  and  training  issues  and  with  effective  employer  out¬ 
reach  strategies. 

194 pages,  $15-00,  Order  *352-M 


Mature/Older  Job  Seeker’s  Guide 

by  Brenda  Crawley  and  Joseph  Dancy,  Jr. 

Tailored  to  the  older  individual,  this  guide  contains  break¬ 
throughs  in  job-search  techniques.  Included  are:  assessment 
tools;  guide  to  developing  resumes  based  on  job  skills  and 
experience;  job  application  supplement;  interview  techniques 
designed  especially  for  mature/older  job  seekers  to  highlight 
their  qualifications;  job-keeping  ideas;  ways  for  older  men 
and  women  to  integrate  their  work  experiences  as  part  of 
their  continuing  contributions. 

126 pages,  $8.00,  Order  *351  -M 


The  Reality  of  Retirement 

by  Jules  Z.  Willig 

Focuses  on  retirement's  psychological  and  emotional 
impact.  Discusses  openly  the  pitfalls  and  pleasures  of  this 
new  life  stage.  Comes  to  grips  with  unfamiliar  emotions  and 
changing  relationships.  Examines  honestly  how  retirement 
feels.  Offers  suggestions  for  successful  adjustment.  For 
retirees,  their  families,  employers,  and  counselors.  Published 
by  Lively  Mind  Books. 

224 pages,  $10.00,  Order*  SB  1-M 


Family.  Caregivers 


Caregiver  Support  Groups  in  America 

The  most  comprehensive  and  up-to-date  resource  available 
on  caregiver  support  groups.  The  book  highlights  findings  of 
a  recent  national  survey  of  mutual  help  groups  for  the  family 
caregivers  of  frail  older  people.  Special  features  include  a 
listing  of  available  manuals  for  establishing  support  groups 
and  a  directory  of  750  groups  in  49  states. 


mation  for  caregivers  of  frail  older  persons.  Developed  by 
NCOA  and  Johnson  &  Johnson,  these  booklets  will  help  care¬ 
givers  cope  with  the  many  difficult  tasks  that  confront  them. 
Topics  include:  Avoiding  Home  Accidents,  Community 
Resources,  Legal  and  Financial  Planning,  Long  Distance 
Caregiving,  Options  for  Housing,  and  Partners  for  Health. 

$5  00  per  set,  Order  *2023-M 


Trying  to  care  for  elderly  relatives  long  distance  is  often  filled 
with  frustration,  confusion,  and  stress.  This  book  provides 
much-needed  relief. 

122  pages,  $9.95,  Order  *SB9-M 

The  Nursing  Home  Connection: 

A  Handbook  for  Visitors 


68 pages,  $15.00,  Order  *2041 -M 

Caregiving  Tips 

This  series  of  six  easy-to-read  brochures  for  caregivers  con¬ 
tains  nuts-and-bolts  advice  to  help  caregivers  handle  effective¬ 
ly  their  many  responsibilities.  The  titles  are:  Assistive 
Devices:  Tools  for  Independent  Living,  Managing  Medications, 
Taking  Care  of  Yourself,  How  to  Find  Home  Help,  Managing 
Incontinence,  and  Respite:  You  Deserve  a  Break. 

$4.00  per  set,  Order  *2032-M 

Facing  Alzheimer’s:  Family  Caregivers  Speak 

by  Patricia  Broum  Coughlan 

An  important  addition  to  the  growing  body  of  literature 
on  an  urgent  topic,  this  book  presents  role  models  for  care¬ 
givers  of  persons  with  dementia.  Portrays  the  personal  traits 
and  survival  strategies  of  eight  “successful”  caregivers,  and 
gives  practical  information  and  advice,  as  well  as  promotes 
understanding  of  the  problems  of  those  who  give  care  to  per¬ 
sons  with  Alzheimer's.  The  words  of  the  caregivers  them¬ 
selves  form  the  backbone  of  this  book.  Something  of  value 
here  for  anyone  caring  for  a  demented  person. 

261  pages,  $4.99,  Order  *SB11M 
Family  Home  Caring  Guides 

A  series  of  guides  that  provide  valuable,  hard-to-find  infor¬ 


To  Hold  a  Falling  Star:  A  Personal  Story  of 
Living  at  Home  with  Alzheimer’s 

by  Betty  Baker  Spohr  with  Jean  Valens  Bullard 

To  Hold  a  Palling  Star  is  Betty  Spohr’s  powerful  story 
about  12  tender  and  difficult  years  of  caring  for  her  husband 
Hank  after  he  is  diagnosed  with  Alzheimer's.  With  determina¬ 
tion  and  love,  Betty  maintains  a  sense  of  normalcy  for  as 
long  as  possible.  Every  other  page  describes  with  candor  a 
trauma,  triumph,  or  event  of  living  at  home  with  a  loved  one 
who  has  Alzheimer’s.  Each  facing  page  is  a  simple  line  draw¬ 
ing  which  gently  illustrates  her  moving  words.  Told  and 
illustrated  with  humor,  honesty,  and  sensitivity,  Betty's  story 
will  comfort,  support,  and  inform  anyone  who  has  a  family 
member  or  friend  with  Alzheimer's.  Published  by 
Longmeadow  Press 

213  pages,  $12.95,  Order  *SB7-M 

Long  Distance  Caregiving:  A  Survival  Guide 
for  Far  Away  Caregivers 

by  Angela  Heath 

This  new  book  provides  practical,  specific  information  and 
a  step-by-step  planning  approach  for  developing  an  effective, 
manageable  long  distance  care  plan  for  family  members. 
More  importantly,  the  book  helps  caregivers  feel  empowered, 
knowledgeable,  and  in  control  of  their  caregiving  situation. 


by  Ann  Sharp 

To  help  make  a  visit  to  a  loved  one  in  a  nursing  home  a 
more  satisfying  experience  for  the  visitor  and  the  resident, 
this  much-needed  book  offers  practical  tips  about  good  ways 
to  visit,  what  to  bring,  and  how  to  help.  This  sensitive  book 
is  perfect  to  offer  as  reading  material  in  visiting  or  waiting 
rooms  or  as  a  gift  to  family  and  friends  of  residents. 
Published  by  Ann  Sharp 

78 pages,  $4.95,  Order  *SB3-M 

Parentcare  Survival  Guide:  Helping  Your 
Folks  Through  the  No-So-Golden  Years 

Enid  Pritikin  and  Trudy  Reece 

A  useful  resource  for  children  of  aging  parents,  and  those 
who  have  aunLs,  uncles,  grandparents,  spouses  and  elderly 
friends  who  need  assistance.  This  book  offers  common  sense 
approaches  to  dealing  with  the  dilemmas  and  challenges  of 
parentcare.  Presented  in  an  easy-to-read  format  it  tackles 
nitty  gritty  problems  such  as  “Getting  Your  Parents  to  Put 
their  Affiars  in  Order,”  “When  Your  Siblings  Aren't  Doing 
Their  Share,”  "When  You're  Not  Sure  If  you  Shouwl  Step  In,” 
etc.  Aims  to  help  inexperienced  caregivers  to  be  both  realis¬ 
tic  and  positive  in  their  new  roles. 

212  pages,  $8.95,  Order  *SB12-M 


Health/Health  Promotion 


Adding  Health  to  Years: 

A  Basic  Handbook  on  Older  People’s  Health 

by  Gill  Garrett 

Developed  for  use  in  multi  cultural  settings,  this  easy-to- 
read  primer  on  health  and  aging  examines  specific  age-relat¬ 
ed  and  health  concerns  in  non  technical,  non-threatening 
terms.  Topics  include  health  maintenance  issues  such  as 
nutrition;  eye,  teeth,  skin,  and  foot  care;  aging  concerns  relat¬ 
ed  to  incontinence,  sexuality,  and  pain;  and  age-related  condi¬ 
tions  and  disabilities  such  as  diabetes,  arthritis,  and  stroke. 
This  is  an  excellent  book  to  help  older  people  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  understand  health,  prevent  impairments,  and  maintain  a 
healthy  lifestyle.  Published  by  HelpAge  International 

160  pages,  $15,  Order  *SB5-M 

Eating  Well  to  Stay  Well 

Designed  to  inform  and  encourage  older  adults  to  eat  in  a 
sensible  and  healthy  way.  This  guide  includes  practical  appli¬ 
cations  of  the  U.S.  dietary  guidelines,  lifestyle  suggestions  to 
maintain  health  despite  existing  chronic  conditions, 
resources,  and  more. 

48  pages,  1-5  copies  $2.95  each,  6  or  more  copies 
$2.50  each,  Order  *4181-M 

Keeping  the  Pressure  Down 

This  program  kit  provides  the  tools  needed  to  motivate 
older  adults  to  take  action  in  their  daily  efforts  to  control 
blood  pressure.  The  complete  kit  includes:  a  3-part  easel  pre¬ 
sentation  with  an  emphasis  on  lifestyle  changes  designed  to 
encourage  group  discussion  and  activity;  a  program  leader's 
manual  with  guidelines  for  easel  presentation,  4  reproducible 


handouts  for  use  during  the  easel  presentation,  ideas  for 
including  high  blood  pressure  education,  nutrition,  exercise, 
smoking  cessation,  stress  management,  and  medication  man¬ 
agement  programs;  20  Persona!  Health  Record  Booklets ; 
and  20  each  of  4  Health  Alert  Brochures  that  are  informa¬ 
tive  and  easy-to-read. 

$45.00,  Order  *2046-M 

Additional  Personal  Health  Record  Booklets  are  available 
in  packs  of  10. 

$15.00,  Order  *2047 -M 

Additional  sets  of  four  Health  Alert  Brochures  are  avail¬ 
able  in  packs  of  20. 

$20.00,  Order  *2048-M 

Medicine  Is  No  Mystery 

Looking  for  a  way  to  help  older  adults  become  better  med¬ 
ication  consumers?  Offering  Medicine  Is  No  Mvsterv  is  the 
answer.  You  can  involve  older  adults  in  lively  discussions 
and  practical  activities  about  communicating  with  health  care 
professionals,  record-keeping,  and  important  issues  related  to 
the  purchase,  use,  and  storage  of  medications.  Three  scripted 
90-minute  sessions  provide  all  the  information  you  need  to 
conduct  the  program,  whether  or  not  you  are  a  health  care 
professional.  The  program  leader's  guidebook  includes  seven 
useful  handouts  that  can  be  photocopied,  warm-up  and  fol¬ 
lowup  activities  that  enhance  each  session,  real-life  case  stud¬ 
ies,  practical  techniques  for  conducting  older  adult  group  pro¬ 
grams,  and  a  list  of  low-cost  or  free  resources.  Also  included 
in  the  program  kit  are  3  colorful  publicity  posters,  20 
Personal  Health  Record  Booklets  and  30  consumer 
brochures. 


$45,  Order  *2044-M 

EXTRA  Personal  Health  Record  Booklets  are  available  in 
packs  of  10. 

$10,  Order  *2045-M 

The  New  Medicine  Man:  A  Different  Kind 
of  Health  Care  for  Elders 

by  Hugh  A.  Scott 

Journalist  Hugh  A.  Scott  looks  at  health  care  for  the  elder¬ 
ly  and  puts  forth  concrete  suggestions  for  what  can  and 
should  be  done.  Scott  interviewed  dozens  of  seniors,  medical 
professionals,  and  caregivers.  He  gives  many  examples  of 
working  models  of  team-care  that  are  already  operating  suc¬ 
cessfully,  and  concludes  with  an  extensive  bibliography  of 
books  related  to  all  aspects  of  health  care  for  elders.  The 
New  Medicine  Man  encourages  qualified  seniors  to  become 
“new  medicine  men”  and  take  control  of  their  own  lives.  It 
will  also  be  of  great  value  to  agencies  that  work  with  elders 
to  help  them  adopt  appropriate  policies  and  organizational 
structures.  Published  by  Fithian  Press. 

219  pages,  $12.50,  Order  *SB2-M 

Prime  Moves:  Low  Impact  Exercises 
for  the  Mature  Adult 

by  Diane  Edwards  with  Kathy  Nash 

The  authors  begin  by  reminding  you  that  it  is  not  to  late 
to  start  exercising  and  benefits  can  be  gained  in  both  physical 
and  mental  health.  The  exercises  contained  in  this  book  are 
designed  specifically  for  the  older  individual.  In  addition  to 
the  aerobic,  sit-down,  and  general  conditioning  workout  pro¬ 
grams,  health-related  problems  generally  associated  with 
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Health/Health  Promotion  (continued) 


increasing  age  and  how  to  exercise  even  with  these  condi¬ 
tions  are  discussed.  The  book  offers  guidance  on  how  to  get 
started,  provides  workouts  with  excellent  illustrations  which 
are  easy  to  follow,  and  the  reasons  to  exercise.  Older  indi¬ 
viduals,  fitness  instructors,  and  program  directors  will  find 
this  book  helpful. 

216 pages,  $12.95,  Order  *SB13-M 

A  Resource  Guide  for  Drug  Management 
Programs  for  Older  Persons 

A  step-by-step  resource  to  assist  in  developing  a  drug  man¬ 
agement  program  for  older  men  and  women.  This  Guide  con¬ 
sists  of  five  sections  that  include  an  introduction  to  drugs  and 
the  elderly,  community  involvement,  strategies  for  using  com- 
munity  resources,  and  descriptions  of  model  programs  that 
can  be  developed  at  the  community  level. 

45  pages,  $5.00,  Order  #2017-M 


A  Resource  Guide  for  Fitness  Control 
Programs  for  Older  Persons 

A  realistic  approach  to  fitness  programming  for  older 
adults.  Includes  a  careful  evaluation  of  individual,  social,  and 
institutional  barriers  to  action.  This  Guide  consists  of  three 
components,  designed  to  assist  program  planners:  walks  for 
fitness;  fitness  fairs;  and  fitness  education  modules. 

33  pages,  $ 5.00 ;  Order  *2019-M 

A  Resource  Guide  for  Injury  Control 
Programs  for  Older  Persons 

Prepared  to  assist  local  aging  and  health  service  agencies 
in  developing  injury  control  programs  for  their  clients. 
Topics  covered  include  programming  tips,  information  on 
community  resources,  home  and  community  safety  audits, 


and  an  education  model  regarding  fitness  for  injury  preven¬ 
tion. 

29  pages,  $5.00,  Order  *201 8-M 

A  Resource  Guide  for  Nutrition  Management 
Programs  for  Older  Persons 

Discusses  nutrition  management  as  an  integral  component 
of  a  comprehensive  health  promotion  strategy.  Identifies 
important  operational  steps  in  developing  and  implementing 
supermarket  demonstrations,  basic  cooking  class  series,  and  a 
cookbook  for  seniors.  Highlights  major  issues  including: 
goal  setting,  assessing  community  resources,  and  program 
publicity. 

41  pages,  $5.00,  Order  *2016  -M 


Senior  Centers 


There's  More  . . 


Senior  Center  Standards 
and  Self-Assessment 
Workbook: 

Guidelines  for  Practice 

The  best  guide  for  centers  of  all 
typeslarge  or  small,  urban  or  rural, 
single  or  multi-site,  public  or  priva¬ 
teoffering  a  flexible  process  for 
center  review  of  operations  and 
program  and  for  communities  seek¬ 
ing  to  develop  new  centers.  The 
standards  cover  areas  that  include 
community  relations,  program, 
evaluation,  administration  and  per¬ 
sonnel,  and  fiscal  management. 
The  self-assessment  workbook 
allows  senior  centers  to  examine 
all  aspects  of  operation,  or  specific 
areas,  and  to  identify  strengths  and 
gaps  in  service. 

150 pages,  $25.00, 
Order  #85 5M 


If  you  like  our  publications,  look 
at  what  else  NCOA  has  to  offer: 

First  of  all,  a  20%  discount 
on  this  order  and  every  other 

order  you  make  for  the  next 

year! 

Plus 

A  year’s  subscription  to 
Networks .  NCOA’s  bi-monthly 
newsletter... 

Six  issues  of  Perspectives  on 
Aging .  NCOA’s  glossy,  feature 
magazine  with  in-depth  articles 
about  aging  trends  and 
research... 

Four  issues  of  the  quarterly 
Abstracts  in  Social  Gerontology: 

Current  Literature  on  Aging,  an 

annotated  bibliography... 

This  package  of  publications  will 
keep  you  current  on  government,  leg¬ 
islative,  academic,  research  and  pro¬ 
gram  developments  in  the  aging  field. 
And,  it’s  not  over  yet: 

You  would  automatically  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  the  National 
Interfaith  Coalition  on  Aging 


(NICA).  This  constituent  unit  of 
NCOA  addresses  spiritual  concerns 
of  older  adults  through  religious 
sector  action. 

NCOA  has  a  special  gift  for 
Reporter/Review  readers  who 
become  members,  a  copy  of  The 
Public  Policy  Agenda.  This  up-to- 
date  publication  will  inform  you 
about  the  critical  issues  facing  older 
Americans  today,  such  as  health 
care,  employment,  income  security 
and  others,  and  it  suggests  public 
policy  actions  that  are  in  the  best 
interest  of  Americans  of  all  ages. 
You  would  Have  to  read  countless 
newspaper  articles  and  glean  hun¬ 
dreds  of  reports  to  find  the  infor¬ 
mation  presently  so  concisely  in 
this  important  document. 

All  this  is  yours  by  becoming  a 
member  of  the  National  Council  on 
Aging.  The  value  of  all  these  items,  if 
purchased  separately,  is  $100.00.  And 
that  doesn’t  include  what  you  will 
save  on  this  and  subsequent  orders  of 
NCOA  publications  and  products. 

Join  the  NCOA  family  of  profes¬ 
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sionals,  volunteers  and  others  like 
you  who  are  interested  in  aging  and 
in  furthering  the  independence  and 
quality  of  life  for  older  Americans. 

Become  one  of  thousands  of 
individuals  and  organizations  who 
have  joined  forces  to  advocate  for 
the  needs  of  older  Americans,  who 
network  and  communicate  with 
like  minded  individuals  through 
NCOA  constituent  groups,  confer¬ 
ences  and  meetings,  and  who  make 
a  difference  in  the  lives  of  older 
Americans  every  day  through  their 
individual  and  collective  efforts. 
Join  us  and  make  our  voice  and  our 
impact  even  stronger. 

Individual  Membership  fees  are 
$  75.00  for  one  year.  Choose  the 
appropriate  box  for  membership  on 
the  order  form  and  receive  your 
20%  discount  with  this  order. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 
We  welcome  you  as  a  new  member 
to  the  NCOA  family. 

National  Interfaith 
Coalition  On  Aging  (NICA) 

Organized  in  1972  by  represen¬ 
tatives  of  Jewish,  Catholic, 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  religious 
bodies  to  address  spiritual  concerns 
of  older  adults  through  religious 
sector  action,  the  National 
Interfaith  Coalition  on  Aging  in 
1991  became  a  Constituent  Unit  of 
the  National  Council  on  the  Aging. 

Among  the  founding  leaders  of 
NICA  was  the  late  Virginia  Stafford 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Cnurch.  Since 
that  time,  the  Board  of  Discipleship 


has  been  an  active  participant  in 
the  work  of  NICA  and  is  represent¬ 
ed  on  the  NICA  Delegate  Council  by 
the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Gentzler,  Jr., 
Director  of  Education  and 
Ministries  for  Older  Adults. 

The  mission  of  NICA  is  to  enable 
religious  organizations  to  serve 
older  adults,  to  encourage  religious 
communities  to  promote  ministry 
by  and  with  older  adults,  to  be  a 
forum  for  dialogue  among  organiza¬ 
tions  and  individuals  on  issues  such 
as  ethics,  resources,  policies  and 
strategies,  and  to  be  an  advocate 
for  and  with  older  adults  within 
religious,  public  and  private  agen¬ 
cies  and  institutions. 

NICA’s  office  is  within  the  NCOA 
headquarters  facility  at  409  Third 
Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20024, 
The  Rev.  John  Evans  is  the  Program 
Manager  for  NICA. 

For  more  than  four  decades,  the 
National  Council  on  the  Aging 
(NCOA),  a  private,  non  profit  orga¬ 
nization,  has  been  addressing  the 
needs  of  older  Americans  through 
sharing  information  advocating  for 
appropriate  public  policy,  organiz¬ 
ing  professionals  and  volunteers  in 
the  field  of  aging,  sponsoring  con¬ 
ferences,  providing  a  forum  for  the 
discussion  and  research  of  issues 
related  to  aging,  and  reaching  out 
to  society  at  large  to  raise  their 
awareness  about  aging. 

As  a  non-profit,  private  organiza¬ 
tion,  NCOA  relies  on  membership 
dues,  grants,  contributions,  and  the 
sale  of  publications  to  finance  its 
activities. 
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CHURCH  WELCOMES  PILOT:  The 

Oct.  16  homecoming  from  Somalia  of  captured 
Army  pilot  Michael  Durant  was  an  “answer  to 
prayer”  and  a  cause  for  celebration  at  New 
Providence  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  where  he  and  his  wife  are 
members.  Clarksville  adjoins  Fort  Campbell, 
Ky.,  where  Mr.  Durant  has  been  stationed  and 
is  now  hospitalized.  Mr.  Durant  and  his  wife, 
Lome,  were  married  five  years  ago  at  New 
Providence  where  she  is  a  life-long  member. 
They  have  a  14-month-old  son,  Joey.  New 
Providence  pastor,  the  Rev.  Donald  Phillip 
Ross,  said  members  of  his  congregation  sur¬ 
rounded  the  family  with  prayers  as  soon  as  it 
was  learned  that  the  pilot  had  been  shot  down 
and  was  being  held  captive  in  Somalia. 

KEEP  ECUMENICAL  PRESENCE:  The 

world  is  in  dire  need  of  an  ecumenical  Christian 
presence,  said  the  Rev. 
Konrad  Raiser,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  However,  he 
told  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  to  be  effective, 
Christians  must  be  less  pre¬ 
occupied  with  structure,  loss 
of  membership  and  turf- 
ism  and  more  committed  to  building  communi¬ 
ties  across  cultural  and  social  barriers.  Dr.  Raiser 
said  that  the  spirit  of  competition  has  eroded 
links  grown  over  decades  of  ecumenical  work. 

OUSTED:  United  Methodism’s  “supreme 
court”  ruled  8-0  Oct.  29  in  Atlanta  that  the  Rev. 
William  R.  Farmer  terminated  his  United  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  when  he  joined  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  church  in  January  1990.  Dr.  Farmer,  72,  is 
retired  from  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  He  has  claimed 
membership  in  and  regularly  attends  St.  Luke 
Community  United  Methodist  and  Holy  Cross 
Roman  Catholic  churches,  both  in  Dallas.  Addi¬ 
tional  details  on  this  and  other  decisions  by  the 
United  Methodist  Judicial  Council  will  appear  in 
the  Nov.  12  issue  of  this  newspaper. 


Konrad  Raiser 


BURUNDI  MINISTERS  KILLED: 

udents  have  been  reported 
killed  following  a  coup  in 
the  Central  African  coun¬ 
try  of  Burundi  (see  UMR 
Oct.  29).  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndori- 
cimpa  of  Gitega,  Burundi, 
told  the  Reporter  that  he 
received  word  that  45  of 
those  were  United  Meth¬ 
odist.  “These  were  sched¬ 
uled  to  become  ordained 
deacons  next  year,  follow¬ 
ing  their  studies  at  Mweya  [Bible  College],”  said 
the  bishop,  speaking  from  New  York  offices  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Also  reported  killed  near  Gitega  was 
the  Rev.  Bonaventure  Ndorimana  (above),  exec¬ 
utive  assistant  to  the  bishop.  Fighting  in  Burun¬ 
di  began  between  the  Hutu  and  Tutsi  tribes  with 
a  military  coup  Oct.  21,  reportedly  killing  the 
new  president,  Hutu  leader  Melchior  Ndadaye. 


Ninety  theological 


Bonaventure 

Ndorimana 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

NORWALK,  Conn.— United  Methodist  laywoman  Shay  Blackwell  of  St.  Louis  is  commis¬ 
sioned  a  deaconess  by  officers  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  during  services  at 
the  Norwalk  United  Methodist  Church.  Sixteen  national  missionaries  were  told  to  "declare 
the  word  of  God"  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

16  missionaries  commissioned 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NORWALK,  Conn.— Sixteen 
new  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  were  reminded  to  “declare 
the  word  of  God”  despite  the 
changing  attitudes  toward  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  today’s  society. 

That  challenge  was  issued  by 
Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  (New 
York  Area)  Oct.  20  during  the 
commissioning  service  portion  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  annual  meeting.  The  service 
was  at  the  Norwalk  (Conn.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

In  his  commissioning  sermon. 
Bishop  Stith  reminded  the  group 
that  it  won’t  be  easy  being  “am¬ 
bassadors  of  Jesus  Christ.”  But,  he 
asked,  “If  we  don’t  declare  the 
word  of  God,  who  will? 

“Other  religions  can  tell  peo¬ 
ple  how  wrong  they  are,”  said 
the  bishop,  who  early  in  his 
ministry  did  mission  work  in 
Liberia. 

“But  we  can  say  to  folks, 
‘You’re  imperfect;  you  ain’t  no 
good.  But  I  know  someone  who 
loves  you  anyway.’ 

“(We  can  tell  the  people)  ‘I’m 


not  okay,  and  you’re  not  okay, 
but  that’s  okay!  We  have  a  sav¬ 
iour  who  will  see  us  through.’  ” 

Witnessing  the  occasion  were 
mission  board  elected  directors 
and  staff  and  members  of  the 
Norwalk  Cooperative  Minis¬ 
tries — a  group  of  five  ethnically 
diverse  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  within  the  church’s 
New  York  Annual  Conference. 

The  four  deaconesses  and  12 
National  Division  missionaries 
were  commissioned  to  serve  in  a 
variety  of  rural  and  urban  settings 
across  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

New  deaconesses,  their  home 
conferences  and  assignments: 

Shay  Blackwell,  Missouri  East, 
church  and  community  child  advo¬ 
cacy  project,  Soulard  Family  Cen¬ 
ter,  St.  Louis; 

Yvonne  Chase,  Memphis,  com¬ 
munity  relations  facilitator,  Boli¬ 
var,  Tenn.; 

Pamela  Poison,  Missouri  West, 
Grace  United  Outreach,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.; 

Joanne  Reich,  Northern  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  Omega  House,  Houston,  Texas. 

New  National  Division  mission¬ 
aries,  their  home  conferences  and 
assignments: 

Allison  Blount,  New  York,  as¬ 


signment  to  be  determined; 

Lonnie  Chafin,  Virginia,  director, 
community  development,  Frank- 
ford  Group  Ministry,  Philadelphia; 

The  Rev.  John  and  Jacqueline 
Conklin,  Minnesota.  Mr.  Conklin 
pastor  of  Jack’s  Creek/Bowen’s 
Creek  United  Methodist  Charge  in 
Roark,  Ky.,  Mrs.  Conklin  to  family 
and  community  ministry  in  Roark. 

Taleah  Edmonds,  Pacific  North¬ 
west,  Greater  Okanogan  Group 
Ministry,  Santurce,  P.R.; 

Bert  Gamer,  North  Carolina, 
AIDS  Pastoral  Care  Network,  Chi¬ 
cago; 

The  Rev.  Eli  Maldonado,  North¬ 
ern  New  Jersey,  chaplain  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Robinson 
School,  Santurce,  P.R.; 

Maribel  Mojica,  Puerto  Rico 
Methodist  Church,  La  Mujer 
Obrera  Program,  El  Paso,  Texas; 

The  Rev.  John  and  Helen  Pinder, 
Troy.  Mr.  Pinder  pastor  of  the  Hope 
and  Stony  Fork  Charge,  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference,  Frakes,  Ky. 
Mrs.  Pinder  librarian  for  Henderson 
Settlement,  also  in  Frakes. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Haines  Simeon 
and  the  Rev.  Rachel  Lieder-Sime- 
on,  Yellowstone.  Mr.  Simeon  to 
family  and  community  ministries 
in  Chugiak,  Alaska.  Mrs.  Lieder- 
Simeon  pastor  of  Chugiak  United 
Methodist  Church. 


California  UMs, 
churches  mostly 
escape  wildfires 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Most  United  Methodist  property 
and  members  were  reported  to 
have  escaped  wildfires  that  swept 
through  Southern  California  last 
week  destroying  600  homes  and 
displacing  30,000  people. 

Even  so,  United  Methodist 
sources  there  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  disaster  has  left  behind 
ministry  needs  and  a  greater  en¬ 
vironmental  awareness. 

“It  has  been  so  bewildering; 
metropolitan  Los  Angeles  has 
been  surrounded  by  fires,”  said 
Peg  Parker,  communications  di¬ 
rector  for  the  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference. 

'Awesome  to  watch' 

“It  was  awesome  to  watch 
some  of  the  TV  footage  from  La¬ 
guna  Beach.  There  were  torna¬ 
does  of  flames.” 

Ms.  Parker  said  that  as  of  Oct. 
29  no  United  Methodist  church 
buildings  or  parsonages  were  re¬ 
ported  burned. 

However,  she  cautioned,  annu¬ 
al  conference  officials  were  un¬ 
able  to  contact  any  churches  in 
Laguna  Beach,  where  the  entire 
community  of  24,000  residents 
was  evacuated. 

A  member  family  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pas¬ 
adena  was  reported  to  have  lost 
its  home  in  the  nearby  communi¬ 
ty  of  Altadena,  about  15  miles 
north  of  downtown  Los  Angeles. 

The  home  of  a  member  of  Es¬ 
condido  United  Methodist 
Church  suffered  fire  damage. 

First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Altadena  lost  a  large 
tree  blown  down  by  the  gale- 
force  Santa  Ana  winds  that  fed 
the  fires.  The  tree  blocked  the 
street  in  front  of  the  church  and 
had  to  be  removed. 

Evacuated  twice 

Ms.  Parker  said  that  the  Rev. 
Bob  Davis,  superintendent  of  the 
Pasadena  District,  was  evacuated 
twice  from  the  district  parsonage 
as  fires  threatened.  The  home 
didn’t  bum,  and  the  Davis  fam¬ 
ily  was  allowed  to  return  to  it. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy 
I.  Sano,  who  heads  the  church’s 
Los  Angeles  Area,  was  en  route 
from  Korea  to  Atlanta  for  the 


United  Methodists  who  wish  to 
aid  Southern  California  fire  vic¬ 
tims  may  send  contributions  via 
annual  conference  treasurers  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  for  “Fires,”  Advance 
Special  No.  901328-5. 


Council  of  Bishops  meeting  Oct. 
30-Nov.  5  when  the  fires  broke 
out,  Ms.  Parker  said. 

The  bishop  was  briefed  on  the 
situation  by  his  administrative 
assistant,  Ellen  Peterson,  during 
his  two-hour  layover  at  Los  An¬ 
geles  International  Airport. 

Ms.  Peterson's  home  had  been 
in  the  path  of  one  fire,  but  it,  too, 
escaped,  Ms.  Parker  added. 

Bishop  Sano  asked  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
for  emergency  funds.  UMCOR 
forwarded  $10,000  (see  related 
inset  above)  to  aid  fire  victims. 

Most  fire  victims,  however,  are 
affluent  people  who  have  resources 
to  provide  for  themselves,  said  the 
Rev.  Don  R.  Locher,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  who  directs 
the  Ecumenical  Council  of  Pasade¬ 
na  Area  Churches. 

Mr.  Locher  said  that  because 
social  services  in  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  are  abundant,  area 
churches  probably  will  be  more 
involved  in  emotional  and  spiri¬ 
tual  support  for  fire  victims. 

Russian 
babies  get 
UMCom  gift 

NASHVILLE — On  a  recent 
visit  to  Samara,  Russia,  United 
Methodist  Communications  ex¬ 
ecutive  Roger  L.  Burgess  of 
Nashville  was  told  by  a  physi¬ 
cian  that  the  entire  city  of  3  mil- 
lion  inhabitants  had  no 
incubator  for  premature  infants. 

After  hearing  Dr.  Burgess  tell 
that  story  at  their  recent  annual 
meeting,  individual  members  of 
the  UMCom  governing  board 
immediately  contributed  more 
than  $  1 ,200  needed  to  purchase 
a  reconditioned  incubator  and 
ship  it  to  Russia. 


CLASSIFIED 

YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director, 

St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 
Youth  program  and  logos  programs  in  place.  Call: 
Rev.  Gerald  White  for  job  descriplion/application, 
(505)298-5596. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  Ser¬ 
vices,  Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  UMC, 
Nashville.  For  information/application  contact: 
Steve  Burnett,  Box  77 1 847.  Steamboat  Springs,  CO 
80477.  Deadline  January  3. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education  wanted  for  3400-member  conservative 
congregation.  Needs  a  master's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5  years 
experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  program 
with  excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff  church,  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  most  comprehensive  ministry  possi¬ 
ble.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Requires  excellent 
administrative  ability,  successful  children  and  adult 
Christian  education  track  record,  commitment  to 
training  lay  volunteers,  knowledge  of  multiple  cur¬ 
riculum  resources.  Contact:  Rev.  Richard  M.  Free¬ 
man,  First  UMC,  P.O,  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX 
767 1 4-7736.  Phone:  (8 1 7)  772-5630.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  for 
2000-member  suburban  church.  Master’s  degree 
and/or  certification  in  Christian  education.  Previ¬ 
ous  experience  required.  Submit  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  217  East  Main  Street, 
Hendersonville,  TN  37075,  Attn:  Joe  Beaver. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CE  AND  YOUTH  to  develop, 
administer  and  supervise  leadership  including 
youth  program  built  on  youth  based  ministry.  Su¬ 
pervise  education  assistant.  Ideal  candidate  has  5 
years  experience,  certified  in  CE  and/or  youth,  re¬ 
lates  to  all  ages,  directs  unified  program  and  enjoys 
youth.  Membership  900,  suburban.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  by  11/15  c/o  Jack  Kennedy  to: 
UMC  Green  Trails,  14237  Ladue,  Chesterfield, 
MO  63017.  ! 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for 
900-member  suburban  UMC,  established  choirs, 
orchestra  and  bells.  Oversee  youth  choir  tour,  coor¬ 
dinate  with  worship.  Prefer  music  certification, 
leadership  development  proficiency,  UMC  worship 
knowledge.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  1 1/ 

15  c/o  Jim  Baugus:  UMC  Green  Trails,  1423/  La- 
due,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017,  I 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministries  to  direct  ongoing  youth  program  and 
outreach  in  church  of  2000  members.  Contact: 
White  Rock  UMC,  1450  Old  Gate,  Dallas,  TX 
75218.  (214)  324-3661. 

A  PROGRESSIVE  2000-MEMBER  CHURCH 
seeks  a  lull-time  contemporary  Associate  Minister 
of  Music.  BA  degree  in  a  music  related  discipline 
and/or  2-4  years  experience  preferred.  Major  re¬ 
sponsibilities  include:  youth  choir  and  instrumental 
director,  praise  singer  coordinator,  and  pianist  with 
skills  of  musical  arrangement.  Please  send  resume 
to:  Amanda  Singer,  Colonial  Hills  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  5247  Vance  Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78230.  Telephone:  (210)  349-2401. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Growing 
800-member  UM  church.  Degree  and  experience 
preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Pastor  Charles  Avery, 
P.O.  Box  39,  Dcstin,  FL  32540. 

SEEKING:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  infants  through  6th  grade.  Evangelical 

1 100-mcmbcr  congregation.  Send  resumes  to:  Pegi 
Hover,  5200  W.  Caldwell  Ave..  Visalia,  CA  932 7 L 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  at 
First  UMC  of  Cedar  Hill.  Apply  to:  Rev.  Sammy 
Hargrove  at  (214)  291-1711,  or  write  to:  P.O.  Box 
187,  Cedar  Hill,  TX  75104.  Excellent  opportunity 
for  Christ-centered  ministry. 

Willing  spirits  and  wood  connect  2  United  Methodists 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

This  is  a  lale  of  two  Christian 
strangers  who  bridged  thousands  of 
miles  with  willing  spirits  and  two 
planks  of  wood. 

Their  tale  starts  with  a  story  in 
the  July  9  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

That  article  told  about  the  Rev. 
Don  R.  Locher,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman  in  Sierra  Madre,  Calif., 
whose  hobby  is  “liturgical  wood¬ 
carving.” 

The  story  about  Mr.  Locher’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  create  church  crosses  struck 
a  chord  with  Lewis  J.  McCoy  Jr.  of 
Nassau  Bay,  Texas,  near  the  John¬ 
son  Space  Center  about  30  miles 
southeast  of  Houston. 

Mr.  McCoy,  a  semi-retired  metal¬ 
lurgical  engineer,  and  his  wife, 
Adele,  are  members  of  Clear  Lake 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Clear 
Lake,  Texas. 

'Aha!' 

“When  I  read  your  story  in  the  Re- 
-porter,  I  said  to  myself,  ‘Aha!- Now  1 
have  something  to  do  with  Dad’s 
wood,’  ”  Mr.  McCoy  told  this  writer. 

Mr.  McCoy’s  father,  Lewis  Sr., 


Lewis  McCoy  of  Texas  isn’t  the 
only  person  who  has  been  inspired 
to  contact  Don  Locher  because  of 
the  July  9  story  in  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Locher  said  that  word  of  his  li¬ 
turgical  woodcarving  has  resulted  in: 

f  An  inquiry  about  a  carving 
from  a  chaplain  in  Sacramento, 
Calif.; 

A  request  for  a  cross  to  honor 
a  retiring  professor  from  a  United 
Methodist-related  seminary;  and 
/  A  request  from  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference  to  re- 


was  an  independent  insurance  agent 
in  Ponca  City,  Okla.,  about  halfway 
between  Oklahoma  City  and  Wichi¬ 
ta,  Kan.,  during  the  Great  Depres¬ 
sion  of  the  1 930s.  Lewis  Sr.  was  also 
a  lifelong  woodcarver,  his  son  said. 

“One  day  he  was  helping  a  farmer 
appraise  his  property  along  the  Salt 
Fork  of  the  Arkansas  River,”  said 
Mr.  McCoy. 

“Dad  saw  these  two  huge 
planks — 8  feet  long  by  2  feet  wide 
and  1  inch  thick — in  the  farmer’s 
barn.  He  offered  to  pay  the  farmer’s 
$14  insurance  premium  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  planks. 

“Dad  always  said  he  was  going  to 
make  the  world’s  greatest  dining 
room  table  from  the  planks,  but 
somehow  he  never  got  around  to  it. 
He  died  in  1977,  and  I’ve  kept  the 
wood — which  I  thought  was  black 
walnut — in  storage  because  I  was 
very  fond  of  my  dad.” 

After  reading  the  Reporter  story, 
Mr.  McCoy  tracked  down  Mr.  Locher 
and  called  to  offer  him  the  wood. 

The  two  men  arranged  for  the 
planks  to  be  freighted  to  the  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd,  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Arcadia, 


place  the  memorial  gavel  block  used 
by  presiding  bishops. 

But  Mr.  McCoy's  donation  of  two 
planks  of  Honduran  mahogany  (see 
related  story  above)  inspired  the 
woodcarver  to  begin  a  series  of 
crosses  depicting  the  ethnic  tradi¬ 
tions  of  Christians  worldwide. 

“I've  inlaid  one  cross  with  Afri¬ 
can  beads  and  another  with  Guate¬ 
malan  weaving,”  he  said.  “I  plan  an 
Asian  theme  and  a  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  theme  as  well.” 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Calif.,  where  someone  would  be  avail¬ 
able  all  day  to  accept  the  shipment. 

“The  day  this  precious  package — I 
say  ‘precious,’  of  course,  because  of 
the  gift  and  the  meaning  behind  it — 
arrived,  someone  from  the  church  left 
a  message  on  my  answering  machine” 
said  Mr.  Locher. 

Then  he  laughed:  “The  message 
said,  ‘Your  lumber  is  here  and  it’s 
stacked  in  the  church  parking  lot!’  ” 

They  weren't  walnut 

When  Mr.  Locher  cleaned  and 
began  to  carve  the  wood,  he  discov¬ 
ered  that  the  planks  weren’t  black 
walnut  after  all.  They  were  Hondu¬ 
ran  mahogany! 

“It  carves  quite  well  and  has  a 
rich  red  finish,”  said  the  wood¬ 
carver,  who  sent  a  small  cross  made 
from  the  wood  to  his  new  friend 
and  benefactor. 

Mr.  McCoy,  the  donor,  was  as 
surprised  by  the  discovery  as  was 
Mr.  Locher. 

“Near  as  I  can  figure,  judging 
from  its  size  and  ragged  ends,  the 
wood  was  probably  used  as  packing 
for  something  that  came  up  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  River  when  the  Cherokee 
Strip  in  Oklahoma  opened  in 
1893,”  he  surmised. 

However  the  Honduran  mahoga¬ 
ny  came  to  Oklahoma,  some  of  it  is 
about  to  make  its  way  back  from 
California  to  Texas. 

Having  survived  the  threat  of  Cali¬ 
fornia’s  recent  wildfires  (see  related 
story  above),  the  wood  will  be  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  Don  Locher  cross  do¬ 
nated  by  Lewis  and  Adele  McCoy  for 
the  chapel  of  Clear  Lake  UMC. 

This  time,  though,  the  wood’s 
history  won’t  be  lost. 

“I  plan  to  make  a  copy  of  the  sto¬ 
ry  you  put  in  the  paper  and  hang  it 
somewhere  near  the  cross,”  Mr. 
McCoy  said. 


Wood  inspires  ethnic  crosses 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  DON  LOCHER 

SIERRA  MADRE,  Calif. — "Liturgical  woodcarver"  the  Rev.  Don  R. 
Locher  pauses  outside  his  garage  workshop  to  display  two  planks  of 
Honduran  mahogany  sent  to  him  by  United  Methodist  layman  Lewis 
J.  McCoy  of  Nassau  Bay,  Texas.  Mr.  McCoy  sent  the  wood  to  Mr. 
Locher  after  reading  about  the  clergyman's  woodcarving  efforts  in 
the  |uly  9  issue  of  the  Reporter.  The  wood  belonged  to  Mr.  McCoy's 
late  father.  One  of  the  carvings  Mr.  Locher  will  make  from  the 
wood  will  be  a  cross  for  the  chapel  of  Mr.  McCoy's  church. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

NOBEL  WINNER:  Phillip  Alien  Sharp,  a 

1966  graduate  of  United  Methodist-related 
Union  College  in  Barbourville,  Ky.,  is  a  co-re¬ 
cipient  of  the  1993  Nobel  Prize  for  medicine. 
One  of  the  nation’s  premier  cancer  research  spe¬ 
cialists,  Dr.  Sharp  graduated  from  Union  with 
majors  in  chemistry  and  mathematics.  He  has 
been  a  faculty  member  at  the  Massachusetts  In¬ 
stitute  of  Technology  where  he  directs  the  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Cancer  Research. 

INSTALLED:  Dr.  Rosemary  S.  Keller  was 

installed  recently  as  dean  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Evanston,  Ill.  Since  1987,  Dr.  Keller  has 
been  professor  of  religion  and  American  culture 
there. 

GLOBAL  CITIZEN  AWARD:  United 

Methodist  laywoman  Lydia 
Los  Angeles  has  been 
named  the  1994  recipient 
of  the  Theressa  Hoover 
Community  Service  and 
Global  Citizen  Award, 
sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women’s  Division.  The 
award  is  for  travel  to  a 
country  or  region  other 
than  her  own.  Ms.  Cincore  is  a  former  chief 
deputy  counsel  for  the  City  of  West  Hollywood 
and  former  administrator  for  Holman  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles.  She  will  trav¬ 
el  to  Japan  to  learn  how  the  country  prepares 
students  for  professional  careers  and  vocational 
programs,  then  apply  those  learnings  through 
programs  for  inner-city  high  school  students. 
The  award  is  named  for  Theressa  Hoover,  for¬ 
mer  chief  executive  of  the  Women’s  Division. 


Veman  Cincore  of 


Lydia  Cincore 


MUSEUM  CLOSED:  The  Upper  Room 
Museum  in  Nashville  has  closed  for  extensive 
renovation.  Visitors  still  will  be  able  to  view  the 
Upper  Room  Chapel  from  8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Monday  through  Friday,  but  there  will  be  no 
wheelchair  access  because  of  the  museum’s  con¬ 
struction  work.  The  museum  is  expected  to  re¬ 
open  in  Fall  1 994. 

MORE  ON  MOVING:  The  task  force 
discussing  proposed  relocation  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  hold  its  next  meeting  Nov.  15-17  at  board 
offices  in  New  York.  The  church’s  1992  legisla¬ 
tive  General  Conference  authorized  a  study 
group  to  recommend  another  location. 

COOPERATIVE  COUNCIL:  One  hun¬ 
dred  Methodist  representatives  from  18  Euro¬ 
pean  countries  met  in  Hermhut,  Germany, 
recently  to  establish  the  European  Methodist 
Council,  an  arena  for  resource  sharing,  witness 
and  ecumenical  work.  Decisions  of  the  consul¬ 
tative  body  are  not  binding  on  member 
churches.  Founding  members  are  the  United 
Methodist  Northern  Europe,  Germany  and 
Central  and  Southern  Europe  central  confer¬ 
ences;  British  and  Irish  conferences;  Methodist 
Church  in  Portugal;  Spanish  Evangelical 
Church;  and  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Churches  in  Italy.  They  represent  2 1  countries. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Cutback  in  missionary  personnel 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — Some 
dreams  and  visions  for  United 
Methodist  outreach  may  be 
placed  on  hold  next  year  if  the 
church’s  world  mission  arm  does 
not  receive  a  boost  in  missionary 
support  from  local  churches. 

“In  spite  of  enthusiasm  ex¬ 
pressed  for  this  form  of  doing 
mission,  mission  giving  has  not 
kept  pace  with  increasing  costs  of 
the  World  Division,”  said  the 
Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman,  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  top  executive. 

“Here  is  the  situation  we 
face,”  he  told  directors  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries: 

“Based  on  declining  income 
for  missionary  support  and  the 
real  value  of  undesignated  con- 
nectional  giving,  the  1994  budget 
proposal  includes  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  personnel  to  be  as¬ 
signed. 

“To  ■  balance  this  budget,  20 
current  missionaries  must  retire 
or  not  continue  in  missionary 
service.” 

John  P.  Schueler,  World  Divi¬ 
sion  treasurer,  told  elected  direc¬ 
tors,  staff  and  missionary  guests 
that  revenue  from  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  basic  World  Service  pro¬ 
gram  fund,  from  “second-mile” 
designated  giving  to  the  Advance 
and  from  other  United  Method¬ 


ist  sources  for  1993  is  estimated 
to  be  $428,000  below  budget. 

The  result:  the  World  Division 
will  have  to  use  $1.1  million  in 
reserve  fiends,  for  1994  and  cut 
back  from  1993  budget  spending 
to  stay  within  its  means. 

Mr.  Schueler  also  warned  that 
if  the  revenue  shortfall  contin¬ 
ues,  the  division  will  have  to  re¬ 
duce  program  spending.  The 
division  has  reduced  its  1994 
budget  to  $22,124,480 — down 
from  $22,228,482  in  1993. 

Although  the  World  Division 
received  $1.5  million  from  the 
Global  Ministries  Board’s  Pacific 
Homes  Fund  for  its  financial  cri¬ 
ses  (see  related  story  on  this 
page),  the  World  Division  still 
proposed  reduced  spending  in 
these  areas: 

•  Overseas  liaison  and  adminis¬ 
tration.  In  1993,  the  budget  was 
about  $3  million.  Next  year  the 
amount  will  be  $2.7  million. 

•  Global  Mission  Partners. 
That  program,  which  matches  lo¬ 
cal  churches  with  world  mission 
personnel,  will  be  cut  from 
$50,000  to  zero. 

•  Block  Grants.  This  program 
awards  undesignated  financial 
gifts  to  United  Methodist 
churches  and  to  affiliated  auton¬ 
omous  Methodist  churches  in 
about  80  countries  across  the 
globe.  Block  grants  will  be  mini¬ 
mal  in  1994  and  phased  out  in 


1995. 

The  block  grant  program  was 
to  be  a  transitional  step  toward 
helping  many  partner  churches 
support  themselves.  Many 
churches  even  entered  into  loan 
agreements  with  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion.  Terms  of  these  loans  called 
for  repayment  through  block 
grants. 

As  a  result  of  discontinuing  the 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— Both 
some  renewed  and  some  new  mis¬ 
sion  initiatives  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  have  been  newly 
funded,  thanks  to  money  repaid  to 
the  board  from  12  years  ago. 

In  1981,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was  a  defen¬ 
dant  in  three  lawsuits  relating  to 
Pacific  Homes.  That  was  a  finan¬ 
cially  troubled  system  of  retire¬ 
ment  homes  and  other  health 
care  facilities  related  to  what  was 
then  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  in  California 
and  Arizona. 

A  settlement  agreement  re¬ 
quired  the  general  board  to  lend 
$3  million.  The  California/ Arizo¬ 
na  conference  in  turn  loaned 
those  funds  and  funds  received 


block-grant  program,  said  Dr. 
Harman,  the  World  Division  will 
have  to  forgive  outstanding  loans 
totaling  $637,220. 

World  Division  executives  say 
discontinuation  of  block  grants 
will  be  a  great  loss  for  partner 
churches. 

For  example,  in  the  Asia/Pacif¬ 
ic  region,  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Malaysia  was  budgeted  at 


from  other  sources  across  the 
church  to  Pacific  Homes  to  help 
it  operate  through  a  legal  reorga¬ 
nization. 

In  June,  $4,492,776  was  re¬ 
turned  to  the  board  from  Pacific 
Homes’  now-successful  opera¬ 
tions. 

Mission  board  directors  voted 
that  major  amounts  be  applied  to 
new  and  established  critical  pro¬ 
grams  such  as: 

■  Mission  personnel  in  the 
World  Division — $1.5  million. 

■  National  Division  mission 
leadership — $200,000. 

■  Volunteers-in-Mission  train¬ 
ing — $100,000 

■  Specialized  mission  person¬ 
nel  services  and  training  (in¬ 
cludes  missionaries  for  the 
National  Hispanic  plan) — 
$50,000 


likely 

$83,000  in  1993. 

However,  in  1 994,  money  for 
the  Malaysian  church  from  the 
World  Division  will  be  $12,500. 
Although  special  grants  for  work 
with  women,  children  and  youths 
are  expected  from  the  Global 
Minstries  Women’s  Division 
next  year,  the  total  amount  of 
grants  from  the  board  will  de¬ 
crease. 


■  Comprehensive  Russian  Ini¬ 
tiative — $400,000 

■  Shalom  Zone  Ministries — 
$150,000. 

■  Africa  Church  Recuperation: 
(including  post-apartheid  South 
Africa)— $300,000. 

■  Global  Gathering  follow-up 
and  deficit — $175,000. 

Lesser  amounts  were  recom¬ 
mended  for  international  church- 
development;  Saving  Stations  (re-; 
lated  to  substance  abuse  pro¬ 
grams);  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Racial  Justice  Fund  and 
a  video  teleconferencing  center. 

Distribution  of  the  Pacific 
Homes  fund  includes  repayment 
of  a  $500,000  grant— plus 
$250,000  interest — to  the 
board’s  Women’s  Division. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Old  loan  pays  agency  dividends 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  MIKE  CLEMENTS 

LENINGRAD — Leonardo  da  Vinci's  "Madonna  and  Child"  at 
the  Hermitage  in  Leningrad  is  a  reminder  of  the  high  place 
Russian  culture  has  always  assigned  to  religious  values  (see 
accompanying  story). 


Mission  influx  poses 
challenges  in  Russia 


M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Under  Communist  domina¬ 
tion  in  Russia,  Christians  of  all 
stripes  found  a  unity  with  one 
another  and  with  other  op¬ 
pressed  people  that  transcended 
ideological  differences. 

However,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishop  working  in  post- 
Communist  Russia  said  the 
influx  of  new  Christian  mission 
groups  challenges  both  Russian 
Orthodox  and  newcomer  Chris¬ 
tians  to  forgo  mistrust  and  com¬ 
petitiveness  among  themselves 
to  do  the  work  of  God. 

Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  of 
Moscow  described  these  chal¬ 
lenges  during  a  recent  gathering 
of  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Bishop  Minor,  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  said  contention  among 
disparate  Christian  groups  has 
hindered  evangelism  and  social 
action  in  Russia.  He  proposed 
combining  unity  with  Christ 
with  a  respect  for  the  “fruitful 
tension”  among  Christians. 


“Today  in  Russia,  fundamen¬ 
talist  Protestants  (have  as¬ 
sumed)  an  attitude  that  treats 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
as  pagan,”  the  bishop  said. 

“They  (fundamentalists)  be¬ 
have  as  if  they  were  the  first 
ones  to  name  the  name  of 
Christ.” 

Some  Orthodox  extremists, 
who  have  a  “romanticized 
view”  of  their  church  and  false 
notions  of  unbroken  unity 
among  Russian  Christians,  “de¬ 
clare  all  Protestants  as  heretics” 
and  distribute  literature  warn¬ 
ing,  ‘Beware  of  Protestants!’  ” 
added  Bishop  Minor. 

The  bishop  quoted  biblical 
references  to  “one  body  and 
one  Spirit”  and  “variety  of  gifts 
and  service,”  saying  that  an  ef- 
fective  Christian  witness  in 
Russia  and  around  the  world 
depends  on  striking  a  creative 
balance  of  unity  in  Christ  and 
celebration  of  diverse  gifts. 

The  bishop  also  praised  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  other  West¬ 
ern-based  churches  for  working 
cooperatively  with  one  another. 


Attention, 
all  youth 
caravaners 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

More  than  50  years  ago,  the 
Methodist  Church  began  sending 
youths  across  the  country  to  local 
churches  each  summer  as  men¬ 
tors  to  bolster  programs  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth. 

That  effort,  which  began  in 
1939  and  endured  through  the  late 
1 950s,  became  the  Youth  Caravan 
Movement.  The  program  sparked 
the  imagination  and  Christian 
commitment  of  hundreds  of 
youths  who  became  lay  and  clergy 
leaders  in  what  is  now  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Now,  a  national  reunion  of 
youth  “caravaners”  is  set  for 
Aug.  12-14,  1994,  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  conference  center  in  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Ark.,  and  planners  need 
help  in  tracking  down  alumni. 

To  supply  names  and  address¬ 
es  of  former  caravaners,  contact 
David  Sageser,  68  W.  Central 
Ave.,  Delaware,  OH  43015. 

More  information  about  the 
reunion  effort  is  available  from 
Mr.  Edgar  Huffstutler,  of  Palo 
Alto,  Calif.,  (415)  493-3898. 


'True  Love  Waits'  backs  living  'God's  way' 


By  CHIP  ALFORD 
Baptist  Press 

NASHVILLE — “You  have  no 
idea  how  stupid  we  feel  being  the 
only  virgins  in  junior  high.” 

Richard  Ross  still  remembers  those 
words  voiced  earlier  this  year  by  two 
junior  high  girls  in  his  youth  group  at 
Tulip  Grove  Southern  Baptist  Church 
in  Nashville. 

“Statistically,  I  knew  the  girls 


were  in  error,”  said  Mr.  Ross,  youth 
ministry  consultant  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

“At  their  ages,  virgins  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  in  the  majority.  But  it  con¬ 
cerned  me  that  our  society  has 
shifted  so  much  that  teen-agers  living 
God’s  way  feel  they  are  living  in  a 
tiny  minority.  They  feel  they  are  the 
strange  ones.  And  for  them,  percep¬ 
tion  is  reality.” 


Mr.  Ross  became  convinced  teen¬ 
agers  needed  a  way  to  discover  just 
how  many  of  their  peers  were  refrain¬ 
ing  from  sexual  activity. 

He  soon  developed  an  idea  for  hav¬ 
ing  youth  from  across  America,  sign 
covenant  cards  promising  to  remain 
sexually  pure  until  marriage,  collect¬ 
ing  them  and  then  displaying  them  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
meeting  as  a  witness  of  the  willingness 
of  young  people  to  choose  abstinence 
as  a  lifestyle. 

“True  Love  Waits”  was  bom. 

Since  the  launch  of  the  nation¬ 
wide  campaign  last  April,  tens  of 
thousands  of  youth  and  college  stu¬ 
dents  from  across  America  and 
some  foreign  countries  have  signed 
abstinence  pledges. 

Several  other  denominations  and 
religious  groups  have  endorsed 
“True  Love  Waits”  and  religious 
and  secular  media  have  provided 
extensive  coverage  of  the  campaign. 

Mr.  Ross  said:  “The  ‘True  Love 
Waits’  committee  took  my  initial 
idea,  thought  through  all  of  the  impli¬ 
cations  and  logistics  and  developed 
the  specifics  of  the  campaign. 

“And  even  beyond  the  ‘True  Love 
Waits'  team,  scores  of  Sunday  School 
Board  employees  have  made  a  contri¬ 
bution  in  a  variety  of  ways.  It  is  truly 
a  corporate  effort.” 

During  his  tenure  at  the  board,  Mr. 
Ross  has  been  instrumental  in  keep¬ 
ing  youth  ministry-related  issues  on 
the  denominational  front-burner. 

He  started  “Youth  Ministry  Up¬ 
date,”  a  monthly  newsletter  giving 
youth  ministers  cunent  information 


Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  reads 

New  World  Outlook 


“New  World  Outlook  keeps  me  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  church  of  many 
faces  and  places.  When  we  are  missional,  we  see  the 
face  of  Christ  in  those  faces  and  places." 

6  ISSUES  FOR  ONLY  $12.00 

Write  to:  New  World  Outlook,  Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 


on  20  vital  issues,  such  as  counseling, 
evangelism,  legal  questions,  youth  cul¬ 
ture  and  sexual  behavior. 

He  has  organized  nationwide  youth 
ministry  conferences  and  written  nu¬ 
merous  books,  including  “31  Truths 
to  Shape  Your  Youth  Ministry,” 
‘‘Summer  Youth  Ministry  Ideas,” 
“Ministry  with  Youth  and  Their  Par¬ 
ents,”  “Ministry  with  Youth  in  Cri¬ 
sis”  and  “The  Work  of  the  Minister  of 
Youth.” 

He  also  compiled  “The  24-Hour 
Counselor,”  a  popular  series  of  audio¬ 
cassettes  that  address  a  variety  of  is¬ 
sues  of  interest  to  teen-agers  such  as 
dating,  depression,  sexual  abuse,  guilt, 
AIDS,  peer  pressure,  failing  at  school 
and  loneliness. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  The  ] 
solution—  15  passenger  j 
van  with  an  aisle,  raised  i 
roof,  electric  step.  Also  j 
church  van  rentals. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


Pastoral  Care  in  Context 

An  Introduction  to  Pastoral  Care  John  Patton  Hard  $20.00 

“One  of  the  most  searching  theological  investigations  of  pastoral 
ministry....A  must  for  lay  and  ordained  pastors  alike.” — Ronald  H.  Sunderland 

Pastoral  Responses  to  Sexual  Issues 
William  V.  Arnold  Paper  $12.99 

“Arnold  goes  right  into  the  pastor's  study,  stands  at  the  shoulder  of  the 
pastor  and  offers  both  theological  and  psychological  insight  into  sexual 
dysfunction  ....” — Andrew D.  Lester 

Defiant  Hope 

Spirituality  for  Survivors  of  Family  Abuse 
James  Leehan  Paper  $  1 1 .99 

Based  on  fifteen  years  of  experience  treating  survivors  of  family  violence, 
Leehan  provides  this  resource  to  aid  all  individuals  trying  to  overcome  the 
effects  of  abusive  behavior — behavior  that  is  often  supported  by  religion  and 
generates  spiritual  conflicts  for  survivors. 

When  Life  Tumbles  In 

A  Handbook  for  Coping  C.  Welton  Gaddy  Paper  $9.99 

'This  handbook  offers  wise  counsel  to  all  of  us  'when  life  tumbles  in.’... 
Anyone  in  the  helping  profession  could  put  this  book  in  the  hands  of  clients, 
parishioners,  or  whoever  needs  help  irT coping.  This  is  a  lifejacket,  thrown 
lovingly  to  anyone  drowning  in  life’s  pain.” — Kay  Shurden,  Family  Therapist 
and  Associate  Professor  of  Psychiatry  and  Behavioral  Science,  Mercer  University 
School  of  Medicine 

The  Poet’s  Gift 

Toward  the  Renewal  of  Pastoral  Care 
Donald  Capps  Paper  $  1 5.99 

Drawing  upon  the  poetry  of  William  Stafford  and  Denise  Levertov,  Capps 
shows  how  poetry  can  be  beneficial  to  the  field  of  pastoral  care. 

New  in  the  Family  Living  in  Pastoral  Perspective  series — 

Becoming  Married 

Herbert  Anderson  and  Robert  Cotton  Fite  Paper  $9.99 

‘This  work. ..is  a  delightful  mix  of  sophisticated  theology,  solid  family 
systems  theory,  and  clear  practical  guidelines  for  pastors,  all  illustrated  by 
numerous  wonderful  stories." — Charles  W.  Taylor,  Professor  of  Pastoral 
Theology,  Church  Divinity  School  of  the  Pacific 
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100  Withenpoon  Sued,  Louisville,  KY 40202-1396 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Method isl 

REPORTER 


S.  Africa  church  council  offers  code 


Guidelines  distributed  recently  by  the  New  York- 
based  center  were  drawn  up  by  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  and  set  standards  for 
international  and  South  African  companies  in  a 
number  of  areas  relating  to  company  conduct. 


Religion  Still  Strong  In  The  US 

Religion  in  America  remains  stronger  than  in  the  English  homeland 
that  many  fled  to  find  religious 

freedom.  Eg  Americans  EJ  British 


Believe  in  Heaven 
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Believe  in  Hell 
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U  Believe  Jesus  is  God  or  son  of  God 
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Believe  Jesus  is  just  a  man 
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:  Went  to  church  in  past  seven  days 
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Ever  pray 
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Author  asks,  ' Could  you 
give  this  book  a  chance?' 


Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Interfaith 
Center  for  Corporate  Responsibil¬ 
ity,  a  strong  advocate  for  sanctions 
in  the  past,  is  publicizing  a  “code  of 
conduct”  for  businesses  in  South 
Africa,  anticipating  a  flood  of  new 
investment  as  South  Africa  moves 
toward  democratic  rule. 

The  guidelines  distributed  recent¬ 
ly  by  the  New  York-based  center 
were  drawn  up  by  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  and  set  stand¬ 
ards  for  international  and  South  Af¬ 
rican  companies  in  a  number  of 
areas  relating  to  company  conduct. 

Those  areas  include  worker  rights 
and  opportunity,  job  creation  and 
security,  community  relations,  con- 


ry  above). 

Catholics  offer 
post-Cold  War 
pastoral  update 

By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  United 
States,  facing  a  new  post-Cold 
War  era,  must  resist  the  “danger¬ 
ous  temptation”  of  turning  in¬ 
ward  to  isolation  or  “simply  . . . 
to  military  force”  to  solve  global 
problems,  argues  a  proposed 
statement  by  the  nation’s  Roman 
Catholic  bishops. 

“This  new  era  calls  for  engaged 
;and  creative  U.S.  leadership  in 
:  foreign  affairs  that  can  resist  the 
:  moral  dangers  of  both  isolation¬ 
ism  and  unwise  intervention,” 

•  the  proposed  statement  says. 

I  The  60-page  document,  “The 
I  Harvest  of  Justice  is  Sown  in 

•  Peace,”  is  presented  on  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  bishops’ 
:  groundbreaking  pastoral  letter  on 
l  war  and  peace,  “The  Challenge 
:  of  Peace:  God’s  Promise  and 

;  Our  Response.” 

The  proposal  will  be  presented 
!  to  the  full  body  of  bishops  during 

•  their  annual  fall  meeting  Nov.  1 5. 

;  In  the  new  statement,  released 
;  last  week,  the  bishops  note  that 
:  major  problems  identified  by  the 

•  10-year-old  pastoral  letter  re- 

•  main  to  be  solved,  including  a 
;  U.S.  embrace  of  a  no  first-use  of 
:  nuclear  weapons,  a  comprehen- 
!  sive  test-ban  policy  and  an  effec- 
|  tive  halt  to  nuclear  proliferation. 

;  “Although  non-violence  has 
:  often  been  regarded  as  simply  a 
|  personal  option  or  vocation,  re- 
;  cent  history  suggests  that  in  some 
;  circumstances  it  can  be  an  effec- 
:  tive  public  undertaking  as  well,” 

I  the  document  says,  citing  the  ex- 
■  amples  of  the  Philippines  and 
:  Eastern  Europe. 

:  “One  must  ask,  in  light  of  recent 
!  history,  whether  non-violence 
|  should  be  restricted  to  personal 
;  commitments  or  whether  it  should 
:  also  have  a  place  in  the  public  or- 
:  der  with  the  tradition  of  justified 
'•  and  limited  war  . . .  We  need  to 
;  address  non-violent  strategies  with 
;  much  greater  seriousness  in  inter- 
i  national  affairs.” 


sumer  and  environmental  protec¬ 
tion  and  “empowerment”  of  black 
businesses. 

New  role  for  business 

The  code’s  introduction  calls  the 
country’s  historic  apartheid  system 
of  officially  sanctioned  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  a  “crippling  legacy” 
that  has  “deprived  the  country’s 
workers,  communities  and  environ¬ 
ment  of  the  fundamental  rights 
written  into  international  conven¬ 
tions  upheld  in  other  countries.” 

It  says  businesses  should  “play  a 
constructive  and  creative  role  in 
partnership  with  workers,  commu¬ 
nities  and  other  members  of  civil 
society,  to  lay  the  economic  founda¬ 
tions  for  a  stable  and  prosperous 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

American  children  on  average  see 
something  like  30,000  to  40,000 
commercials  each  year,  some  of 
which  are  extraordinarily  misleading. 

Parents,  schools  and  churches 
sometimes  decry  the  commercial¬ 
ization  of  Christmas  and  of  our  so¬ 
ciety  in  general  but  they  seldom 
provide  tools  for  dealing  with  the 
aggressive  marketing  aimed  at  kids. 

“Consumer  Reports”  performs 
an  important  public  service  with 
“Zillions  TV:  A  Kids’  Guide  to 
Toys  and  Games.” 

This  new  half-hour  program,  like 
the  comsumer  magazine’s  award¬ 
winning  editions  of  “Buy  Me 
That!”  and  “Earth  to  Kids,”  was 
produced  by  Consumer  Reports 
Television  and  is  endorsed  by  the 
National  Education  Association. 

The  program  has  the  same  verve 
and  style  as  “Zillions,”  the  wonder¬ 
ful  “Consumer  Reports”  magazine 
for  children.  Wali  Collins  of  Come¬ 
dy  Central  is  the  energetic  host. 

CityKids,  a  New  York  perfor¬ 
mance  group,  sings  and  dances  to 
“Check  It  Out,”  a  rap  music  video 
about  the  importance  of  checking 
products  before  purchasing  them. 


A  charge  to  keep  I  have. 

A  God  to  glorify 
A  never  dying  soul  to  save. 

And  fit  it  for  the  sky. 

By  WILLIAM).  REYNOLDS 

Moses’  admonition  to  Aaron  and 
his  sons  provides  the  basis  for  the 
hymn:  “You  shall  remain  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  tent  of  meeting  for  sev¬ 
en  days,  keeping  the  Lord’s  charge  so 
that  you  do  not  die;  for  so  1  am  com¬ 
manded.”  (Lev.  8:35  NRSV). 

Charles  Wesley’s  hymn  entitled 
“Keep  the  Charge  of  the  Lord”  was 
published  in  1762  in  a  small  collec¬ 
tion,  “Short  Hymns  on  Select  Pas¬ 
sages  of  Holy  Scriptures.” 

Both  John  and  Charles  Wesley  of¬ 
ten  experienced  vicious  opposition 
and  persecution.  Clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  accused  them  of 


South  Africa.” 

The  South  Africa  council  of 
churches  adopted  the  code  in  July. 
This  followed  1 8  months  of  consul¬ 
tations  with  leaders  representing  a 
broad  range  of  interests,  including 
labor  organizations,  political 
groups,  businesses,  religious  bodies 
and  economic  groups. 

For  most  of  the  past  decade, 
countries  and  corporations  from 


Child-performed  product  tests 
and  eye-catching  computer  graphics 
further  enhance  the  effectiveness  of 
this  program. 

In  an  entertaining  format,  kids 
learn  how  commercials  and  clever 
merchandising  set  them  up  for  dis¬ 
appointment.  “Zillions  TV”  is  firm¬ 
ly  rooted  in  the  real  world. 

The  producers  know  that  the  re¬ 
views  of  most  interest  to  many 
young  viewers  may  be  those  about 
video  games,  but  they  also  encour¬ 
age  more  active  play  through  a  re¬ 
view  of  mountain  bikes. 

Along  with  reviews,  kids  receive 
brief  science  lessons  about  comput¬ 
ers,  bicycles,  and  boom  boxes. 

Boom  boxes  with  compact  disk 
players,  they  leam,  are  no  better 
than  much  cheaper  portable  stereo 
systems  with  tape-players  but  no 
CD.  The  reason? 

Speakers  are  the  weak  link  of  any 
portable  stereo,  so  the  quality  of  the 
speakers  matters  more  than  whether 
you  are  playing  a  cassette  or  a  CD. 

The  young  product  testers  on 
“Zillions  TV”  are  also  surprised  to 
leam  that  a  plain-looking  walkie 
talkie  proved  vastly  superior  to  the 
more  attractively  packaged  “Bat¬ 
man”  and  “Jurassic  Park”  models. 


History 
of  hymns 

blasphemy  and  urged  that  they  be 
run  out  of  town. 

Also  those  who  had  been  convert¬ 
ed  in  their  meetings  were  treated 
shamefully. 

The  strong  faith  of  the  Wesleys 
and  their  early  converts  shines  in 
the  lines  of  the  hymn.  Trials  and 
tribulations  occurred  daily,  yet  they 
confronted  life  with  assurance  and 
with  confidence  in  the  Lord. 

Charles  Wesley,  the  gifted 
hymnwriter,  wrote  more  than  6,500 
hymns.  His  older  brother,  John,  the 
preacher  and  administrator,  was  the 


around  the  world,  prompted  by  hu¬ 
man  rights  groups  such  as  the  Inter¬ 
faith  Center  for  Corporate 
Responsibility,  have  used  econom¬ 
ic,  political  and  cultural  sanctions 
to  pressure  South  Africa  into  power 
sharing  with  the  nation’s  black  ma¬ 
jority. 

Now  that  the  country  is  moving 
toward  democracy — a  general  elec¬ 
tion  is  scheduled  for  next  year — op¬ 
ponents  of  apartheid  are  beginning 
to  call  for  a  lifting  of  sanctions,  con¬ 
fident  that  the  nation’s  wealth  will 
be  shared  more  evenly. 

Anglican  bishops  urge  change 

Already  one  prominent  church 
body,  the  Anglican  bishops  of  the 
Church  of  the  Province  of  Southern 
Africa,  has  called  for  the  immediate 
lifting  of  economic  and  cultural 
sanctions  against  South  Africa. 

Others  are  expected  to  follow  af¬ 
ter  a  multiracial  “transitional  exec¬ 
utive  council”  is  in  place  to  guide 
the  country  until  a  new  government 
is  elected  next  year. 

In  a  statement  issued  with  the 
guidelines,  the  Interfaith  Center  for 
Corporate  Responsibility  quoted 
Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  leaders 
of  the  anti-apartheid  movement  in 
South  Africa,  as  saying  that  a  code 
of  conduct  can  help  avoid  “business 
as  usual”  and  "turn  around  the  dis¬ 
possession  of  power  and  empower 
the  dispossessed.” 

The  code  of  conduct  sets  out  a  list 
of  10  guidelines,  including: 

/  Equal  opportunity  to  ensure 
that  operations  are  free  from  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  race,  sex,  reli¬ 
gion,  political  opinion  or  physical 
handicap. 

/  Training  and  education  to  in¬ 
crease  productive  capacities  of  South 
African  employees  in  consultation 
with  the  trade  union  movement. 


In  an  entertaining 
format,  kids  learn  how 
commercials  and  clever 
merchandising  set  them 
up  for  disappointment. 

. . .  kids  receive  brief 
science  lessons  about 
computers,  bicycles,  and 
boom  boxes. 


Given  that  64  percent  of  the 
products  advertised  to  children  are 
character-licenses  such  as  these,  this 
is  an  important  lesson  for  young 
consumers — and  their  parents. 

“Zillions  TV:  A  Kids’  Guide  to 
Toys  and  Games”  premieres  Nov. 
26  on  most  public  television  sta¬ 
tions.  Some  local  PBS  affiliates  will 
show  it  at  a  later  date,  so  check  lo¬ 
cal  listings.  It  arrives  just  in  time  to 
help  kids  cope  with  the  annual  holi¬ 
day  season  hype. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island,  N.Y.,  and  frequently 
reviews  films  and  television  for  the 
Reporter. 


planner  and  provider.  He  was  the 
“methodist.” 

John  Wesley  believed  in  having 
hearty  hymn  singing  in  their  meet¬ 
ings  and  in  1761  published  instruc¬ 
tions  for  singing. 

Here  he  said,  “Learn  these  tunes 
before  any  others  . . .  sing  them  as 
they  are  printed  here  . . .  sing  every¬ 
one  . . .  sing  lustily  and  with  good 
courage  . . .  sing  modestly;  do  not 
bawl . . .  sing  in  time;  do  not  run  be¬ 
fore  or  stay  behind  . . .  above  all 
sing  spiritually.  Have  an  eye  to  God 
in  every  word  you  sing.  Aim  at 
pleasing  Him  more  than  yourself." 

Surely  these  admonitions  will 
help  us  today  to  “keep  the  charge  of 
the  Lord.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Let  All  the  World  in  Every  Corner 

Sing" 


By  CAROL  PIRTLE 

Just  reading  the  title  “Is  It  Okay 
to  Call  God  Mother?”  is  bound  to 
give  conservative  Christians  a  host 
of  reactions. 

Some  will  be  angry  merely  think¬ 
ing  about  the  possibility  that  our 
God  could  have  a  feminine  side 
that  needs  to  be  acknowledged  and 
worshipped. 

Repeating  the  title  of  this  book 
out  loud  could  bring  on  an  attack  of 
apoplexy  in  some  readers  because 
our  ingrained  beliefs  about  the  mas¬ 
culine  nature  of  God  have  been  per¬ 
petuated  for  many  centuries,  and 
we  are  often  closed  minded  when  it 
comes  to  changing  anything  that 
isn’t  the  way  it  always  has  been. 

Others  will  answer  the  question, 
“Is  it  okay  . . .”  with  a  resounding 
“No!”  and  walk  away  shaking  their 
heads  in  disbelief  at  such  unspeak¬ 
able  heresy. 

If  you  are  among  the  majority 
who  will  probably  react,  perhaps 
negatively,  to  such  revolutionary 
change  in  the  worship  of  your 
church,  you  would  be  wise  to  give 
this  author  a  chance. 

This  is  not  a  book  by  some  wild¬ 
eyed,  militant  radical  bent  on  de¬ 
stroying  your  faith,  the  church  you 
hold  so  dear  or  the  beliefs  you  have 
held  since  childhood. 


Review _ 

"Is  It  Okay  to  Call  God  Mother I 
Considering  the  Feminine  Face  of 
God"  by  Paul  R.  Smith.  (1993  Hen¬ 
drickson  Publishers)  278  pages,  pa¬ 
perback. 


Rather,  the  Rev.  Paul  R.  Smith 
has  been  a  Baptist  minister  for  40 
years,  during  which  his  own  beliefs 
grew  and  changed.  He  presents  a 
thoughtful,  exhaustively  researched, 
scholarly  defense  of  his  premise  to 
include  the  feminine  side  of  God  in 
our  personal  and  corporate  worship. 

This  is  easier  said  than  done. 

All  of  us  resist  change,  especially 
those  of  us  who  are  sure  that  our 
views  are  supported  by  the  Bible. 
However,  Mr.  Smith  systematically 
explains  those  biblical  passages  that 
conservatives  are  bound  to  trot  out 
in  defense  of  keeping  the  status  quo 
by  returning  to  the  original  Greek 
meanings. 

In  addition,  he  clarifies  Scripture 
passages  Christians  have  used  for 
centuries  to  defend  the  patriarchal 
nature  of  the  church  by  explaining 
the  passages  in  their  original  con¬ 
text.  His  arguments  are  powerful 
and  hard  to  discount. 

This  is  a  book  for  those  who  seek 
new  avenues  to  worship  their  Cre¬ 
ator. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

'I  still  believe  people  are  good  at  heart' 

MIAMI  BEACH,  Fla. — A  sculpture  by  Kenneth  Treister  is  a  life- 
size  bronze  work  in  the  garden  of  the  Holocaust  Memorial  in 
Miami  Beach.  On  the  wall  behind  the  figures  are  Anne  Frank's 
words,  "In  spite  of  everything,  I  still  believe  people  are  good  at 
heart."  Elsewhere  in  the  park,  the  figures  are  seen  in  death. 
Anne  Frank  is  best  known  for  her  diary  in  which  she  recorded 
her  family's  two  years  of  hiding  from  the  Germans  during 
World  War  II.  She  was  eventually  betrayed  and  died  in  a  con¬ 
centration  camp. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK — Nelson  Mandela,  in  a  historic  speech  at  the  United  Nations,  urged  the  lifting  of  sanctions 
against  South  Africa.  Virtually  every  religious  group  which  previously  called  for  the  sanctions  has 
urged  that  they  be  lifted.  Now,  the  Interfaith  Center  for  Corporate  Responsibility,  a  longtime  advocate 
for  sanctions,  is  publicizing  a  "code  of  conduct"  for  businesses  in  South  Africa  (see  accompanying  sto- 

Kids'  show  teaches  that  commercials 
can  mislead  well  beyond  Christmas 


Hymn's  charge  born  of  persecution 


JJv- 


PACE* 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NOVEMBER  5, 1993 


THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  OR  I. FA  NS 

Caring  for  Abused,  Neglected  and  Abandoned  Children 

DR.  RICHARD  E.  HODGES  DANNA  G.  ANDRUS,  MA  DR.  GEORGE  W.  C.  CALVIN,  SR. 

CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  OFFICER  EXECUTIVE  OFFICER  INSTITUTIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

■ - - - - - 7 - 

815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 


Giving  the  Very  Best 


If  you  should  invite  guests  to  a  meal  in  your  home,  you  would  not  warm-up  leftovers 
and  serve  them  on  paper  plates  in  front  of  the  television.  No,  you  would  probably  pre¬ 
pare  an  extra-special  meal,  use  your  best  china,  and  spend  some  quality  time  with  your 
guests.  You  would  offer  them  your  very  best. 

1 

In  the  same  way,  we  Christians  should  offer  the  very  best  to  our  children  rather  than 
give  them  the  leftovers  of  our  lives.  Here  at  YOUR  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  we 
are  busy  about  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  care  for  children  who  have  been  abused, 
abandoned  and  neglected  and  we  need  you  to  help  us  give  the  very  best. 


We  need  cash  donations  to  cover  the  cost  of  new  code  requirements  by  the  State  Fire 
Marshal  for  20  new  fire  retardant  bedroom  doors  at  $  1 30.00  per  door.  We  need  cash  do¬ 
nations  for  105  new  window  screens  at  $36.50  each,  as  required  by  State  Public  Health 
Department.  And,  we  need  cash  donations  to  cover  the  cost  for  2 1  high-tech,  multi-sen¬ 
sor  bedroom  smoke  detectors  as  ordered  by  our  Worker’s  Compensation  carrier. 


These  improvements  not  only  serve  to  protect  our  children’s  best  Interest,  but  are  re¬ 
quired  by  a  variety  of  agencies  that  license  us  to  operate.  We  MUST  provide  for  our  chil¬ 
dren  and  give  the  very  best. 


Please  help  us  in  any  way  you  can.  Thank  You. 


We  need  your  help. 
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conferences  all  over  Louisiana,  congregations  are  choosing 
ision  2000  emphasis. 

n  2000  process  includes  each  local  church  deciding  which 
ities  it  will  assume  this  coming  year.  An  intense  clarifying 
it  conference  has  concluded  that  there  are  four  ingredients 
gregation  —  inviting,  celebrating,  nurturing  and  serving. 


These  elements  are  like  four  wheels  on  a  car  —  and  all  four  are  nec¬ 
essary  for  a  faithful  and  alive  congregation. 
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Campus  Ministry  shows  many  facets 


Without  an  inviting  emphasis,  a  local  church  becomes  inward-look¬ 
ing  and  self-centered.  The  primary  task  of  making  new  disciples  is 
blocked.  An  inviting  congregation  is  an  evangelism  committee  that  in¬ 
cludes  each  church  member.  It  shouts  “welcome”  in  all  that  it  does. 

Without  alive,  celebrative  worship,  a  congregation  has  a  closed  major 
artery  that  should  pump  life  into  all  its  parts.  Even  in  a  congregation 
that  is  open  and  friendly  to  visitors,  a  dead  worship  service  will  say 
“nothing  significant  happens  here.” 

Without  continuing  spiritual  nurture  through  small  groups  like  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes,  Disciple  Bible  Study,  United  Methodist  Women, 
United  Methodist  Men,  Covenant  Disciple  groups,  etc.,  Christians  will 
not  grow  in  spiritual  maturity  and  will  be  stunted  in  their  faith  journey. 

Without  a  serving  emphasis,  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ  will  not  be 
visible  in  the  world.  The  primary  task  of  the  Church  is  to  make  disci¬ 
ples  in  order  to  send  them  out  as  witnesses. 

Vision  2000  is  not  a  program,  but  a  process  of  long-term  renewal  and 
revitalization.  Each  congregation  is  to  choose  one  new  emphasis  a  year 
—  and  continue  the  emphases  of  previous  years.  Thus,  after  four  years, 
each  congregation  should  be  functioning  on  all  four  wheels.  This  pro¬ 
cess  is  the  responsibility  of  our  Vision  2000  Committee  which  works 
under  the  direction  of  our  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Vision  2000  training  for  local  congregation  teams  will  be  held  Jan.  8 
in  Lafayette  and  Jan.  22  in  Shreveport  .  Each  church  will  choose  one 
location.  Joe  Harding  will  give  the  keynote  address  at  both,  followed 
by  training  in  all  four  emphases. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at  one  of  these  events. 


Northwood  plows  new  ground 


Rev.  Bob  Deich  and  all  who  attended  the  ceremony  break  ground 
for  Northwood  UMC.  A  sanctuary/fellowship  hall  will  be  built  in 
Lafayette. 


Construction  started  in  Lafayette 


The  Revelation  Singers  is  a  contemporary  Christian  music  group 
from  Wesley-Westminster  Foundation,  Northwestern  State  Univer¬ 
sity.  They  are,  FROM  LEFT,  FRONT  ROW,  Stacey  Fry,  Laura  Tausch, 
Julie  Fincher,  SECOND  ROW,  are  Phillip  Wolf,  Beth  Watts,  Michael 
Liberto  and  THIRD  ROW,  John  Duskey,  Greg  Tausch,  Andy  Ander¬ 
son  and  Daniel  Phillips.  Members,  not  pictured,  are  Samantha 
Edwards,  Stacy  Wibben,  Amy  Haynes,  Angela  Seeliger,  Len  Bryan, 
Mark  Burt  and  the  campus  minister,  Rev.  Roger  Templeton. 

Violence  against  women,  children 
where  is  the  faith  community? 


Northwood  UMC  in  Lafayette 
built  on  a  scriptural  theme  at  the  re¬ 
cent  groundbreaking  for  their  first 
building. 

Theme  for  the  day  was  “Break  up 
your  unplowed  ground  for  it  is  time 
to  seek  the  Lord,”  (Hosea  1 0: 1 2). 

Over  200  persons  joined  in  the 
ceremony,  utilizing  an  old  plow  and 
a  long  rope  so  everyone  present 
could  participate. 

Rev.  Bob  Deich,  founding  pastor 
of  Northwood,  said,  “This  was  a 
great  way  to  give  everyone  a  part  in 
the  actual  groundbreaking  ...  it 
took  all  of  us  working  together  to 
make  it  work.” 

The  same  might  be  said  of  the 
formation  of  the  congregation  that 
has  been  coming  together  for  two 
and  a  half  years. 

Among  those  participating  in  the 
ceremony,  in  addition  to  the  pastor, 
were:  Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson, 
Acadiana  District  Superintendent; 
Roger  Cook,  Northwood’s  lay  lead- 


XYZ  Club  of  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  for  senior  adults  from  many 
denominations,  will  have  the  XYZ 
Bazaar  Saturday,  Nov.  13,  from 
8:30  a.m  to  1  p.m.  To  be  sold  are 
Christmas  ornaments,  hand-paint¬ 
ed  china,  ceramics,  quilted  pieces, 
jewelry,  baked  goods  plus  cro¬ 
cheted,  woven,  knitted  and  needle¬ 
point  items.  Bobby  Potts,  artist  and 
club  president,  will,  offer  limited 
edition  prints  of  a  colored  pencil 
work  titled  “Herbs  and  Flowers.” 

Breakfast  and  then  a  light  lunch 
will  be  served. 

Seniors  of  the  area  are  invited  to 
join  XYZ  Club  for  activities  and 
lunch  each  Wednesday.  For  details 
call  the  church,  (504-387-5202,  or 
504-383-4777). 

*  *  * 


er;  Dr.  Don  Cottrili,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Louisiana  Council  on 
Ministries  and  director  of  Church 
Extension  in  the  Conference,  and 
Charles  Granstaff,  building  com¬ 
mittee  chair. 

Others  on  the  building  committee 
are  Dr.  James  Corley,  Keith  Four¬ 
nier,  Katie  Thomas,  Mary  Massen- 
gale,  Ron  Klamm,  Monica 
Fogleman,  Nell  McManus,  Warren 
Tripp,  Charles  Foreman,  Raymond 
Moore,  Don  Gilmore,  Len  Stevens 
and  Deich. 

The  Conference  provided  five 
acres  of  land  worth  $225,000  at 
Moss  Street  and  Gloria  Switch 
Road.  To  be  built  is  a  combination 
sanctuary/fellowship  hall  with  areas 
for  classrooms.  Architects  are  An- 
gelle-Guidry  Partnership  and  con¬ 
tractor  is  J.B.  Mouton  and  Sons. 

Members  have  thus  far  pledged 
$140,000  toward  the  church  build¬ 
ing.  The  church  received  $75,000 
from  the  Bob  Lay  1000  Club  and 
$8,000  from  Acadiana  District. 


“How  Do  You  Communicate?”  is 
the  subject  being  explored  this 
weekend  at  the  Junior  High  Retreat 
for  youths  of  Grace  UMC,  Ruston 
at  Tall  Timbers  Center.  Rev.  Karen 
Albano  Edenfield,  pastor,  Faith 
UMC  and  Wesley  Chapel  UMC, 
Ruston,  and  Rev.  Scott  Edenfield, 
pastor  Centerpoint-Quitman  UMC, 
and  David  Burns,  Grace’s  director 
of  Christian  Education,  are  the 
leaders. 

*  *  * 

As  in  many  churches  of  our  Con¬ 
ference,  Clinton  UMC  and  Clear 
Creek  UMC,  where  Rev.  Tom  Lo¬ 
gan  is  pastor  will  collect  food  each 
Sunday  in  November.  It  will  be  giv¬ 
en  to  Quad  Area  Food  Pantry  for 
distribution.  The  Commission  on 
Missions  is  in  charge.  At  the 


(Editor's  note:  Rev.  Randy  Nichols,  campus 
minister.  LSU.  Baton  Rouge.  Uniting  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry',  wrote  the  following  article  high¬ 
lighting  five  campus  ministries  in  different 
parts  of  the  state.  Local  churches  will  observe 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  and  lake  a 
special  offering  on  Nov.  28.) 

Wesley-Westminster  Campus 
Ministry  in  Natchitoches  bustles 
with  activity  at  6  p.m.  on  a  Tues¬ 
day.  Several  students  study  while 
others  gather  in  front  of  the  large 
television  in  the  lounge. 

Three  members  of  the  Task  Force 
on  Higher  Education  from  First 


Rev.  Wayne  Taylor  Rev.  Randy  Nichols 


Rev.  Roger  Templeton  Rev.  Dale  Branch 


UMC  in  the  city  are  leaving  the 
building  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
meeting  with  Rev.  Roger  Temple¬ 
ton,  campus  minister  at  Northwest¬ 
ern  Universfty:-—''^-'* 

The  local  church  and  the  campus 
ministry  identify  closely  with  one 
another;  many  students  involved  in 
the  campus  ministry  also  worship  at 
the  church  on  Sunday  mornings. 

Soon  the  books  are  put  away,  the 
set  turned  off  and  a  group  of  stu¬ 
dents  heads  toward  the  church  for  a 
quick  rehearsal  before  singing  at  the 
church’s  revival. 

Serves  three  campuses 

Finding  Rev.  Dale  Branch,  cam¬ 
pus  minister  of  Wesley  Campus 
Ministry  in  New  Orleans,  at  his  of¬ 
fice  on  Tuesday  evening  could  be 
more  difficult.  Which  one  of  his 
three  offices  would  you  try?  Wesley 
serves  three  diverse,  lake  front  com¬ 
muter  campuses:  the  University  of 
New  Orleans,  Southern  University 
in  New  Orleans  and  Delgado  Com¬ 
munity  College. 

He  also  has  a  ministries  van  that 
could  be  considered  a  fourth  “office 
on  wheels.”  Since  most  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  have  vacated  the  campus  by 
around  5  p.m. ,  faculty  study  groups 
and  student  gatherings  —  both  UM 
and  ecumenical  —  occur  before 
that  time. 

The  Wednesday  “Lunch  Bunch” 
at  McNeese’s  Wesley  Foundation 
includes  35  to  45  students.  They 
love  the  home-cooked  meal  provid¬ 
ed  by  local  UMW  women,  but  you 
might  be  surprised  to  find  the  same 
group  there  on  other  days. 


church,  the  Council  on  Ministries 
will  sponsor  a  Thanksgiving  Fellow¬ 
ship  meal  Nov.  17. 

Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
where  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  is 
pastor,  held  a  one-day  Church 
Growth  and  Congregational  Devel¬ 
opment  Revival,  Nov.  7.  Dr.  Corne¬ 
lius  Henderson,  new  president  of 
Gammon  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  con¬ 
ducted  a  workshop,  spoke  at  a  lead¬ 
ership  breakfast  and  at  morning 
and  evening  worship  services. 

A  former  district  superintendent 
in  the  North  Georgia  Conference, 
Dr.  Henderson  has  worked  with  the 
General  UM  Church  in  evangelism 
programs  and  was  formerly  pastor 
of  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
churches  in  Georgia. 


Park  and  participate 

Several  years  ago  Rev.  Wayne 
Taylor,  campus  minister,  refused  to 
rent  parking  spaces  to  McNeese  stu¬ 
dents  even  though  revenue  was 
needed.  So  today,  free  parking  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  part  of  the  ministry  to 
participating  students. 

These  five  campuses  and  their 
three  ministers  provide  a  picture  of 
the  diversity  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence’s  ministry  in  higher  education 
on  state  campuses. 

There  are  nine  other  campus 
ministries  around  the  state  includ¬ 
ing  the  new  one,  Campus  Ministry 
Council  that  serves  three  campuses 
in  Shreveport. 

Branch  says,  “The  Methodist 
movement  was  initially  a  college 
student  movement  at  Oxford. 
Through  campus  ministry,  United 
Methodists  join  the  universities  in 
search  for  truth,  believing  that 
where  there  is  truth,  there  is  God. 
Our  ministry  is  not  only  from  the 
church  to  the  campus,  but  also  from 
the  campus  to  the  church,  and  final¬ 
ly  the  church  with  the  campus  to 
the  community  we  both  seek  to 
serve.” 

Concern  for  students 

We  most  frequently  recognize 
ministry  from  the  church  to  the 
campus.  McNeese’s  “Lunch 
Bunch”  typifies  one  often  repeated 
segment  of  campus  ministry  —  lo¬ 
cal  churches  showing  concern  for 
students’  physical  and  spiritual 
needs  by  bringing  homemade  meals 
for  student  events  that  also  include 
speakers,  films  or  services. 

In  addition  to  worship  services 
with  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion,  there  are  ecumenical  sea¬ 
sonal  worship  services,  plus,  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition,  meetings  of 
small  fellowship  groups  for  Bible 
and  other  growth  studies. 

Often,  as  they  are  at  Wesley- 
Westminster,  these  worship  experi¬ 
ences  are  led  by  students.  The 
training  provides  a  whole  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  UM  church  leaders.  Tem¬ 
pleton  says,  “Each  fall  at  an  early 
meeting  we  give  students  a  chance 
to  sign  up  to  lead  a  service.  All  the 
slots  are  filled  before  they  leave. 
For  the  fall  semester,  I  think  one 
weekend  in  November  is  all  we 
have  open.” 

Shared  concerns 

Campus  ministry  as  a  ministry  of 
the  campus  to  the  church  may  not 
be  a  familiar  concept.  Offices  of 
Student  Services  recognize  shared 
concerns  with  campus  ministry  es¬ 
pecially  as  they  relate  to  HIV/ 
AIDS  awareness  and  education  and 
programs  dealing  with  mental 
health  services. 

Wesley-Westminster  Fellowship 
engages  in  “peer  counseling’’ 
through  the  training  of  students  as 
“care  teams.” 

The  training  makes  peer  counsel¬ 
ors  better  able  to  recognize  prob¬ 
lems  and  direct  friends  to 
appropriate  professional  help. 

Signs  abound  in  which  the  church 
and  the  campus  minister  to  the 
community  they  both  serve.  Wesley 
students  put  together  Thanksgiving 
baskets  for  the  needy  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Students  from  the  Natchi¬ 
toches  center  participate  in  a 
“Partnership  with  Public  Schools  “ 
program  in  which  students  help 
maintain  the  grounds  of  a  pre¬ 
school  that  serves  low-income  chil¬ 
dren.  McNeese  students  work  in  the 
Habitat  for  Humanity  program. 

Other  activities  of  the  campus 
ministries  include  intramural 
sports,  varied  music  and  drama 
groups,  exhibits  of  art  or  photogra¬ 
phy  illuminating  religious  themes 
and  encouragement  to  write  poetry 
or  other  works  that  reflect  an  ele¬ 
ment  of  faith. 

Because  of  the  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  offerings  to  be  collect¬ 
ed  on  Nov.  28,  loans  and  scholar¬ 
ships,  are  made  available  to  students. 
Loans  and  scholarships  are  made 
possible  by  your  gifts  and  are  pro¬ 
vided  through  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  and  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 


VISN  will  preempt  their  regular 
schedule  during  the  coming  week 
(Nov.  15  to  19)  to  air  special  pro¬ 
gramming  on  the  theme,  “Violence 
Against  Women  and  Children: 
Where  Is  the  Faith  Community?” 

Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  Conference  di¬ 
rector  of  Louisiana  CrossLines, 
deals  constantly  with  issues  of  fam¬ 
ily  violence.  She  designs  programs 
for  local  churches  to  provide  infor¬ 
mation  and  support  as  a  faith  com¬ 
munity  to  those  hurting  due  to 
violence  at  home. 

“Violence  against  women  and 
children  is  caused  by  a  breakdown 
in  the  family  structure  and  is  not 
perpetrated  by  strangers,”  she  said. 
“  The  emotional  ties  to  families 
that  art  the  source  of  love,  on  the 
flip  side  bring  out  strong  feelings  of 
hate  and  anger.” 

Poverty  contributes  to  abuse,  she 
said,  but  it’s  not  just  poor  people 
that  are  involved.  “Wealthier  peo¬ 
ple  go  to  psychiatrists  and  other 
doctors  and  the  violence  is  often 
covered  up,  while  the  poorer  ones 
end  in  the  jails  and  courts.” 

She  mentioned  several  reasons 
for  the  breakdown  which  results  in 
the  violence. 

“Many  people  have  lost  the  com¬ 
munity  supports  or  buffers  —  the 
church,  the  extended  family  and 
tightly  knit  neighborhood  support 
groups,  partly  because  we  are  such  a 
mobile  society,”  Irvine  continued. 

“In  the  absence  of  these  support 
groups  and  knowing  appropriate 
ways  to  deal  with  anger,  people  of¬ 
ten  resort  to  violence.” 

There  is  less  parental  supervision 
of  children  and  this  often  leads  to 
abuse. 

Prevention 

“The  best  way  to  deal  with  the  vi¬ 
olence  is  through  prevention,”  Ir¬ 
vine  said.  “We  in  the  church  must 
be  able  to  recognize  the  conditions 
that  lead  to  violence.  Churches  with 
their  many  parental  support  groups 
such  as  Sunday  school,  Scouting, 
Tough  Love,  A1  Anon  and  others 
play  a  significant  role  in  lowering 
violence.” 

Isolation  of  persons  with  prob¬ 
lems  is  a  critical  problem.  “Just  as 
we  should  know  the  signs  of  a  possi¬ 
ble  suicide,  we  should  know  the 
signs  of  a  violent  relationship.  It 
happens  to  people  in  our  churches 
as  it  does  among  all  people.” 

Our  churches  support  “safe 
houses,”  or  organizations  that  deal 
with  abuse  such  as  the  Battered 
Women's  Shelter  and  the  St.  Agnes 
Home  for  Women  and  Young  Chil¬ 
dren  in  Baton  Rouge,  Hope  House 
in  Alexandria,  House  of  Rachel  in 
Lake  Charles  and  Volunteers  of 
America  in  many  cities.  In  other  ar¬ 
eas  the  church  is  encouraged  to 
work  with  local  agencies  and  ecu¬ 
menically  to  create  shelters. 

“We  in  the  church  in  urging  fam¬ 
ilies  to  stay  together  often  fail  to 
recognize  violent  situations  in  the 


home,”  Irvine  mentioned.  “Often 
we  need  to  help  people  get  out  of 
their  home.”  Mental  health  prob¬ 
lems  and  substance  abuse  often  lead 
to  home  violence. 

Media  a  factor 

Popular  culture 
as  presented  in 
the  media  also  is  a 
factor.  Churches 
need  to  be  in¬ 
formed  and  to  ob¬ 
ject  “with  their 
pocketbooks”  (by 
boycotting  spon¬ 
soring  businesses 
and  by  writing  sponsors)  to  objec- 
tional  television  programming  that 
show  violence  against  women  and 
children,  programs  degrading  to  wom¬ 
en  or  obscenity. 

There  is  a  need  for  alternate  pro¬ 
gramming  such  as  the  series  sched¬ 
uled  on  the  VISN/ACTS  Channel 
on  cable  systems.  On  the  topic  of 
Child  Abuse  will  be  “To  a  Safer 
Place,”  Nov.  15  ,  8  to  9  p.m.  (CST). 
Shirley  Turcotte  revisits  the  people 
of  her  past  as  she  seeks  healing  from 
the  physical  and  sexual  abuse  she, 
her  siblings  and  her  mother  suffered 
from  her  father. 

Concerning  Male  Violence 
Against  Women  will  be  the  program 
“Do  Men  Hate  Women?”  Carol 
Bristow,  a  police  detective  who  has 
spent  26  years  investigating  violent 
crimes  against  women,  calls  upon 
male  expert  witnesses  to  try  to  ex¬ 
plain  men’s  violence  against  wom¬ 
en.  This  will  be  part  of  the 
Everyman  series  (which  airs  regu¬ 
larly  on  VISN)  Tuesday,  Nov.  16,  8 
to  9  p.m.  (CST). 

Irvine  said  CrossLines  has  an  in¬ 
terest  in  assisting  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  and  in  working  with  local 
churches  to  confront  issues  like 
those  to  be  examined  in  the  VISN 
programs. 

CrossLines  organizes  conference 
workshops  on  family  violence.  Ir¬ 
vine  mentioned  UM  print  resources 
that  may  be  ordered  from  General 
church  agencies  and  videos  on  re¬ 
sponsible  parental  discipline  that 
may  be  rented  from  the  Conference 
Resource  Center. 

Model  non-violence 

Churches  can  model  correct,  non¬ 
violent  behavior  through  our  con¬ 
duct  as  Sunday  school  teachers, 
parents  in  the  congregation  and  day 
school  workers.  Non-violent  ways 
of  dealing  with  conflict  and  alter¬ 
nate  ways  to  discipline  may  be 
taught. 

Each  church  can  educate  mem¬ 
bers,  identify  professionals  who  can 
help  and  develop  programs.  Con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine  at  CrossLines 
(504)  344-3179)  for  consultation. 

“Where  is  the  faith  community, 
the  United  Methodist  Church?” 
Hopefully  its  members  are  there  — 
knowledgeable,  concerned  and 
helping. 


Around  the  Conference 


Rev.  Betsy  Irvine 


Faith  forum 
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Congregations  eye  implications  of  gay/clergy  rulings 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Many  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congrega¬ 
tions  have  just 
two  questions 
about  the  latest 
rulings  from  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  “supreme  court” — the 
nine-member  Judicial  Council — on 
issues  related  to  homosexuality  and 
the  clergy: 

J  Will  my  congregation  be  sent 
an  openU  homosexual  pastor? 

•f  Will  homosexuals  be  "mar¬ 
ried"  in  my  church? 

Both  answers  appear  to  be  “no,” 
but  it  takes  some  effort  to  under¬ 
stand  why. 

Struggle  goes  on 

The  Judicial  Council’s  ruling  on 
the  clergy  status  of  the  Rev.  Jeanne 
Rnepper  of  Portland,  Ore.,  extends 
the  church’s  long-running  struggle 
over  homosexuality. 

The  Oregon-Idaho  conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  last 
spring  approved  Ms.  Knepper’s  sta¬ 
tus  as  a  deacon  and  recommended 
her  for  appointment. 

This  was  done  even  though  board 
members  believed  her  to  be  a  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual” 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  10). 


News 

Interpretive 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
forbids  the  candidacy,  ordination 
or  appointment  of  a  “self-avowed 
practicing  homosexual.” 

The  Judicial  Council  has  ruled  that 
either  the  General  Conference  (the 
church’s  highest  lawmaking  body)  or 
an  annual  conference — in  this  in¬ 
stance  specifically  the  Oregon-Idaho 
conference — must  define  what  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual” 
means  before  anyone  can  be  barred 
from  the  ordained  ministry  or  from  a 
clergy  appointment  on  those  grounds. 

Because  Judicial  Council  rulings 
apply  across  the  entire  church,  this 
also  means  that  all  other  71  U.S.  re¬ 
gional  conferences  of  the  church 
would  be  well  advised  to  determine 
their  own  definitions  of  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual.” 

In  an  effort  to  aid  consistency 
across  the  church,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  last  week 
agreed  to  form  a  committee  to  pro¬ 
pose  a  model  for  defining  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual.” 

For  many  congregations,  the  im¬ 


plications  of  this  Judicial  Council 
decision  are  frightening,  as  stated  in 
a  recent  letter  to  the  editor  in  the 
Reporter. 

The  Oregon-Idaho  ruling  holds  out 
the  prospect  that  until  the  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  and/or  a  congrega¬ 
tion’s  annual  conference  defines 
“self-avowed  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual,"  such  a  person  could  be  appoint¬ 
ed  pastor  of  a  local  congregation. 

Experience  has  shown,  however, 
that  bishops  work  hard  to  assure  com¬ 
patibility  between  pastors  and  congre¬ 
gations,  lessening  the  likelihood  that  a 
congregation  would  be  sent  a  pastor 
to  whom  it  is  actively  resistant. 

The  Book  of  Discipline  provides 
that  bishops  appoint  pastors  only 
after  a  district  superintendent  con¬ 
sults  with  both  the  pastor  being 
considered  for  the  appointment  and 
with  the  congregation’s  pastor-par¬ 
ish  relations  committee. 

Furthermore,  in  a  separate  ruling, 
the  Judicial  Council  at  its  most  re¬ 
cent  session  upheld  the  consultation 
process  when  it  affirmed  a  ruling  by 
Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  (Colum¬ 
bia,  S.C.,  Area)  that  the  process 
complies  with  church  law. 

No  'covenant  services' 

The  Judicial  Council  chose  to  is¬ 
sue  an  advisory  memorandum. 


'Lay  preachers'  ruling  disappoints  small  churches 


At  least  one  Judicial  Council  de¬ 
cision  affecting  local  congrega¬ 
tions  disappoints  many  advocates 
for  “small-membership”  churches. 

The  council  declared  unconsti¬ 
tutional  legislation  adopted  in 
1992  to  establish  “lay  preachers.” 

This  category  of  unsalaried  minis¬ 
ter  was  enacted  by  the  1 992  General 
Conference  to  help  small-member¬ 
ship  churches  that  often  can’t  afford 
a  full-time;  seminary-trained  or¬ 
dained  minister. 

It  wasn’t  the  concept  of  “lay 
preacher”  against  which  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  ruled  but  the  fact  that 


lay  preachers  were  to  be  appointed 
by  district  superintendents.  That 
action,  said  the  court,  usurped  an 
authority  that  the  church’s  Consti¬ 
tution  says  belongs  only  to  bish¬ 
ops:  the  right  to  appoint  a  minister 
to  a  congregation. 

Overturning  the  legislation  on  a 
technicality,  however,  doesn’t  com¬ 
fort  the  hundreds  of  small-member- 
ship  churches — including  dozens  of 
African-American,  Hispanic,  Asian- 
American  and  Native  American 
congregations — for  whom  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  “lay  preacher"  would  have 
been  a  benefit. 

Unless  and  until  the  legislation  is 


changed  by  the  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference,  small-membership  churches 
will  continue  to  be  served  by: 

/  Volunteer,  certified  “lay 
speakers”  who  can  lead  worship 
but  can’t  baptize,  marry  or  preside 
at  communion;  or 

“Local  pastors” — an  unor¬ 
dained  minister  appointed  by  the 
resident  bishop  in  each  region  and 
authorized  to  baptize,  marry  and 
preside  at  communion  only  at  a 
specific  congregation;  or 

•f  Ordained  ministers  who 
serve  a  multi-congregation  circuit. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


rather  than  a  declaratory  decision, 

on  same-sex  “covenant  services”  as 
proposed  in  the  Troy  and  Minneso¬ 
ta  annual  conferences. 

The  council  declined  to  rule  on 
Troy’s  inquiry  as  to  whether  such  ser¬ 
vices — apparently  intended  to  con¬ 
vey  all  the  rights  of  marriage — 
violate  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

Nor  did  the  council  comment 
specifically  on  a  ruling  by  Minneso¬ 
ta  Bishop  Sharon  A.  Brown  Christo¬ 
pher  that  blocked  an  attempt  to  get 


NAFTA  gets  debated  in  church  basements 


Churches  Ponder  Pros,  Cons  and 

Values  of  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement 


Supporters 


II 

NAFTA 


including  United  Methodist  laymen, 

U.S.  Rep.  Lee  Hamilton  (D-Ind.)  and 
U.S.  Senator  Richard  Lugar  (R- 
Ind.)  —  argue  NAFTA  will: 

l®>  Take  the  first  step  in 
creating  a  Western  Hemisphere 
trading  bloc  that  can  compete 
with  the  European  Economic 
Community  and  the  Pacific  Rim. 
•^Reduce  Mexico's  tariff  and 
other  barriers  to  imports  of  U.S.  goods. 
Strengthen  most  sectors  of  Mexico's  economy, 
raising  living  standards  for  most  Mexicans. 

■^Create  jobs  in  the  U.S.  because  of  rising  exports  to 
Mexico. 

■^Mitigate  environmental  problems  concentrated 
along  the  U.S.-Mexico  border. 


Opponents  —  including  the  United  Methodist  General 

Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  — 
argue  that  NAFTA  and  its  side 
agreements  won't: 

■^Guarantee  collective  bar¬ 
gaining  rights  to  Mexican  work¬ 
ers. 

Address  the  wage  disparity 
among  the  U.S.,  Canada  and 
iexico. 

Prevent  human  rights  abuses  of  Mexican  workers 
—  especially  the  largemumbers  of  women  who  work  in 
the  "maquiladoras"  along  the  U.S.-Mexico  border. 

Enforce  environmental  protections  along  the  U.S.  - 
Mexico  border. 

B3"  Promote  citizen  participation  in  Mexico. 


Sources:  Church  and  Society  and  Women's  Division  statements;  U.S.  Rep.  Lee  Hamilton 

(D.  -Indiana)  and  U.S.  Senator  Richard  Lugar  (R-Indlana);  articles  In  the  June  16-23 
"Christian  Century.'  UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — It  wasn’t  much 
of  a  crowd — a  couple  of  dozen  people, 
sipping  coffee  from  styrofoam  cups, 
sitting  on  uncomfortable  folding  chairs 
in  the  fellowship  hall  at  Grace  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church. 

In  front  of  them  at  a  long  table  sat 
three  churchmen  explaining  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agree¬ 
ment,  better  known  as  NAFTA.  The 
churchmen  were: 

■  The  Rev.  Mark  Brown  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Office  on  Governmental  Af¬ 
fairs; 

■  The  Rev.  Pharis  Harvey,  a  United 
Methodist  and  executive  director  of  the 
International  Labor  Rights  Education 
and  Research  Fund;  and 

■  The  Rev.  Phil  Wheaton,  an  Epis¬ 
copalian  and  director  of  CREA  (Con¬ 
version  for  Reclaiming  Earth  in  the 
Americas). 

World's  largest  market 

NAFTA,  negotiated  by  the  Bush 
administration  and  embraced  with 
ferver  by  President  Clinton,  aims  to 
create  the  world’s  largest  market — 
the  370  million  people  living  in  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico — 
through  a  reduction  of  trade  barriers 
that  blocks  the  flow  of  trade  between 
the  three  countries. 

Perhaps  surprisingly,  the  audience, 
mostly  Lutheran  laity  with  a  sprin¬ 
kling  of  clergy,  took  notes  on  the 
three  presentations  and  peppered  the 
speakers  with  questions. 

The  crowds  have  often  been  bigger, 
especially  in  the  small  towns  of  Iowa, 
upstate  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
Sometimes  smaller.  But  always,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Whea¬ 
ton,  both  opponents  of  the  pact, 
participants  have  shown  intense  inter¬ 
est  and  strong  skepticism. 

And  it’s  on  meetings  like  these, 
multiplied  across  the  heartland  of 
America,  organized  by  congrega¬ 
tions,  local  unions,  environmental¬ 
ists  or  grassroots  consumer  groups, 
that  opponents  of  the  complex,  well- 


What  others  are  saying 


“If  capitalism  is  to  be  the  dominant 
mode  of  production  and  distribution, 
churches  must  articulate  an  ethic  that 
makes  sense  of  its  activities.” 

— David  Krueger,  professor  of  busi¬ 
ness  ethics  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Baldwin-Wallace  College  in 
Berea,  Ohio. 

*  *  * 

“The  problem  is  that  if  you’re 


trying  to  make  the  Bible  totally  easy 
for  readers  to  understand,  it  can 
translate  into  requiring  no  thought 
at  all.  If  reading  the  Bible  becomes 
a  mindless  operation,  then  that’s 
not  true  to  its  original  purpose. 
Christianity  has  always  required  a 
great  deal  of  thought.” 

— Phyllis  Tickle,  religion  editor  of 
“Publishers  Weekly.” 


“The  main  responsibility  of  adults 
is  to  teach  young  people  virtue — 
what’s  right  and  what’s  wrong.” 

— William  Bennett,  former  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Education,  on  “Good 
Morning,  America.” 
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(Last  week's  answer  Proverbs  22:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  14 

Sunday:  Psalms  123 
Monday:  Psalms  76 
Tuesday:  Judges  4:1-3 
Wednesday:  Judges  4:4-7 
Thursday:  1  Thessalonians  5:1-3 
Friday:  1  Thessalonians  5:4-1 1 
Saturday:  Matthew  25: 1 4-30 


the  Minnesota  conference  to  ap¬ 
prove  “covenant  services”  last  sum¬ 
mer. 

Instead,  the  Judicial  Council  ad¬ 
vised  that  the  issue  goes  to  the  heart 
of  the  authority  of  the  pastor,  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  the  General 
Conference. 

In  essence,  the  council  advised  that 
only  the  General  Conference,  not  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  can  set  the  ritual  of 
church.  Pastors,  in  turn,  must  per¬ 


form  their  ministry  duties  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  “order  and  discipline” 
set  by  the  General  Conference. 

In  practice,  this  advisory  means 
that  same-sex  “covenant  services” 
would  be  inappropriate  for  United 
Methodist  pastors  to  conduct.  That’s 
because  such  services  aren’t  included 
in  the  current  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship,  adopted  by  the 
1992  General  Conference  as  the  offi¬ 
cial  ritual  of  the  church. 


financed  trade  pact  are  depending 
for  the  pressure  that  will  defeat  the 
agreement  when  it  comes  to  a  vote 
in  Congress  Nov.  17. 

“This  is  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  political  struggles  in  the  last  50 
years,”  Mr.  Harvey  told  the  group. 

“You’ve  got  to  get  your  churches 
off  the  fence.  We  have  to  let  them 
(members  of  Congress)  know  that 
the  churches  have  a  conscience  on 
this. 

“If  the  churches  remain  silent  on 
this  issue,  it  will  be  a  disaster.” 

Most  remain  on  fence 

So  far,  most  of  them  remain  on 
the  fence. 

Few  national  religious  bodies 
have  taken  a  stand  on  the  trade 
agreement. 

Among  the  exceptions:  delegates 
to  the  United  Church  of  Christ’s 
mid-July  General  Synod  who 
adopted  a  resolution  urging  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  1.6  million  members 
to  oppose  the  treaty  because  it  fails 
to  protect  workers’  rights,  health  or 
safety  and  the  interests  of  small 
businesses  in  all  three  nations. 

Also  opposed  are  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  which  adopted  a  resolution 
against  NAFTA  a  year  ago,  and  the 
staff  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
the  church’s  social-action  agency 
(see  related  box  at  left). 

Pat  Robertson’s  Christian  Coali¬ 
tion,  which  originally  had  an¬ 
nounced  support  for  the  pact  as 
part  of  its  strategy  of  “casting  a  wid¬ 
er  net,”  apparently  will  mute  that 
support  as  a  result  of  complaints  by 
conservative  columnist  Pat  Buchan¬ 
an,  an  ardent  foe  of  NAFTA. 

Mostly,  church  leaders  and 
groups  are  critical  without  crossing 
over  to  outright  opposition. 

The  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell, 
general  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.,  has  been  critical  of  the 
accord  as  drafted. 

Dr.  Campbell  said  she  objects  to 
the  treaty  for  its  making  “poverty  a 
competitive  advantage”  and  for  its 
failure  to  adequately  address  the 
problems  of  displaced  workers,  its 
threat  to  family  farming,  and  un¬ 
dermining  of  food,  health,  safety 
and  environmental  standards. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Seek  the  Lord  and  his  strength, 
seek  his  presence  continually!” 
(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


Church  leader's  NAFTA 
critique  backed,  blasted 


This  is  in  response  to  Charles 
Shuman’s  letter  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
22),  in  which  he  criticizes  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett’s  state¬ 
ment  regarding  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Free  Trade  Agreement  (see 
related  story  and  box  at  left). 

Yes,  only  General  Conference 
may  speak  for  The 
United  Methodist 
Church,  and  all  of 
Mr.  Fassett’s  com¬ 
munications  state 
that. 

However,  the 
prime  responsibil- 
Thom  Fassett  ity  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  “is  to 
seek  the  implementation  of  the  Social 
Principles  and  other  policy  state¬ 
ments  of  the  General  Conference 
on  Christian  social  concerns” 
(Discipline  Paragraph  1104). 

If  Mr.  Shuman  would  read  the 
section  of  the  Natural  World  and 
section  B  of  the  Economic  Commu¬ 
nity  (Collective  Bargaining)  of  the 
Social  Principles,  he  would  find 
that  Mr.  Fassett  is  on  solid  United 
Methodist  ground  for  criticizing 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

NAFTA’s  provisions  on  labor  and 
environmental  protections. 

Tom  Hudspeth 
Henderson,  Texas 

Examine  their  activities 

If  our  church  leaders  are  really  in¬ 
terested  in  discerning  why  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  membership 
is  declining,  they  should  start  by  ex¬ 
amining  the  lobbying  activities  of 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett  and 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Our  church  has  become  a  quasi¬ 
political  organization  using  God’s 
tithes  for  purposes  not  approved  by 
the  General  Conference.  If  we  stop 
these  governmental  activities  and 
emphasize  evangelism  and  other 
biblical  mandates,  the  trend  could 
be  reversed. 

Paul  R.  Leitner 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 


Helping  to  Build  Churches 

Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

4.80% 

1  year  term 

$100 

3.00% 

Flexible 

$100 

2.50% 

*  Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1  -800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  lor  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  ot  sale.  Ail  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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Faith  at  work 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 


watch 


DUKE  ESTATE:  Tobacco  heiress  Doris 
Duke,  80,  who  died  Oct.  28,  left  $10  million  to 
United  Methodist-related  Duke  University,  the 
Durham,  N.C.,  school  endowed  by  her  late  fa¬ 
ther.  Distribution  of  her  $1.2  billion  estate  may 
be  held  up  by  a  lawsuit  filed  this  year  by  Char¬ 
lene  Gail  Heffner,  adopted  by  Duke  in  1988 
when  Ms.  Heffner  was  35  years  old.  A  suit  asks 
that  she  be  named  beneficiary  of  the  Duke  es¬ 
tate. 

CONDEMNS  VIOLENCE:  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland  has 
called  sectarian  killers  in  Northern  Ireland  “ob¬ 
sessed  by  evil,”  according  to  a  news  report  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  Nov.  4  issue  of  the  “Methodist 
Recorder,”  weekly  newspaper  of  British  Meth¬ 
odists.  Richard  H.  Taylor,  president,  was  re¬ 
sponding  to  an  Oct.  30  shooting  in  Londonderry 
which  killed  seven  people.  Mr.  Taylor,  after  vis¬ 
iting  the  parents  of  two  young  men  who  were 
murdered  after  a  bomb  blast  in  Belfast  Oct.  23, 
had  said  no  adjectives  could  describe  the  depth 
of  sorrow  and  pain  people  were  feeling. 

BAN  CLONING  RESEARCH:  The  top 

executive  of  United  Methodists’  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  has  called  on  President 
Clinton  to  issue  an  executive  order  banning  the 
cloning  of  human  embryos  at  facilities  receiving 
federal  funds.  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fas- 
sett  also  urged  United  Methodists  to  oppose 
continuation  of  experiments  that  involve  the 
cloning  of  human  embryos.  The  1988  General 
Conference — the  church’s  highest  legislative 
body — approved  a  policy  “affirming  the  posi¬ 
tive  prospects  and  warning  of  the  potential  dan¬ 
gers  of  genetic  technologies.”  The  1992  General 
Conference  said  genetic  experiments  should  be 
limited  to  the  alleviation  of  suffering  caused  by 
disease  and  not  result  in  waste  embryos. 

KEEP  STAFFING  PATTERN:  The  Con- 
sultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU)  plans  to 
hire  a  new  executive  to  replace  its  retiring  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  instead  of  embarking  on  a  new 
shared  executive  arrangement.  The  Rev.  David 
Taylor,  who  retired  at  the  end  of  October,  told 
Religious  News  Service  that  consultation  lead¬ 
ers  had  decided  against  the  possibility  of  shar¬ 
ing  an  executive  director  with  a  seminary  or 
with  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  one  of  nine  denominations  in  the 
consultation. 

PEACE  COMES  TO  LIBERIA:  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  has  been  chosen  to  head  a 
new  transitional  government  in  Liberia,  follow¬ 
ing  a  four-year  civil  war.  Bismark  Kuyon  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  organize  free  and  fair  elections  in  the 
West  African  country  as  soon  as  warring  fac¬ 
tions  are  disarmed  by  a  U.N.  peacekeeping 
team.  United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  of 
Liberia  told  United  Methodist  News  Service 
that  he  and  other  church  leaders  in  his  country 
are  involved  in  interfaith  efforts  to  counsel  the 
factions  “to  be  true  to  their  people”  by  keeping 
the  cease-fire.  In  the  meantime,  the  bishop  said 
he  has  “visited  churches  and  preached  the  gos¬ 
pel”  in  areas  he  was  unable  to  enter  last  year  be¬ 
cause  of  the  conflict. 


BACKS  NEW  EMBARGO:  Charging 

that  the  failure  of  the  present  military  govern¬ 
ment  in  Haiti  to  allow  Haitian  President  Aris¬ 
tide  to  take  office  “lays  bare  the  evil  of  that  ille¬ 
gitimate  regime  and  its  hired  guns,”  Episcopal 
Church  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning  is 
urging  toughened  economic  sanctions  against 
Haiti.  Bishop  Browning  also  denounced  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency  for  briefings  it  has 
given  Congress  questioning  Mr.  Aristide’s  ca¬ 
pacity  to  hold  power.  “I  utterly  deplore  the  ne¬ 
farious  accusations  by  the  CIA  being  leveled  at 
President  Aristide’s  commitment  to  democracy 
and  his  competence  to  hold  office,”  said  the 
bishop  in  a  written  statement. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church  court  bans  'dual  membership' 


Methodists  perform  'social  exorcism' 

ATLANTA — Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action  members 
conduct  a  “service  of  social  exorcism"  to  cast  out  “the  spirit  of 
homophobia"  from  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  service 
took  place  while  the  church's  "high  court,"  the  judicial  Coun¬ 
cil,  considered  issues  related  to  homosexuality  and  the  clergy 
(see  accompanying  stories  here  and  on  Page  2).  Leading  wor¬ 
ship  are  (from  left)  the  Revs.  Lois  Congdon,  Jeanne  Knepper, 
Paul  Hanna,  George  McClain  and  Sally  Daniel. 

Sexuality  definitions 
left  untouched  by  court 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  key  legisla¬ 
tive  bodies  must  define  “status” 
and  “self-avowed  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexual,”  the  denomination's 
“supreme  court”  declared  in  a 
decision  issued  Oct.  30. 

The  Judicial  Council’s  admo¬ 
nition  to  the  church’s  General 
Conference  and  to  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  conferences  to  define  the 
terms  came  in  a  nine-page  ruling 
on  the  ministerial  standing  of  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Knepper  of  Port¬ 
land,  Ore. 

The  ordained  ministry  board 
in  the  church’s  Oregon-Idaho 
Annual  Conference  has  under¬ 
stood  Ms.  Knepper,  on  leave  of 
absence,  to  be  a  “self-avowed 
practicing  homosexual.” 

The  church’s  Discipline  calls 
the  practice  of  homosexuality 
“incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching”  and  bars  “self-avowed 
practicing  homosexuals”  from 
candidacy,  ordination  or  ap¬ 
pointment  as  ministers. 

Bishop  overruled 

The  Judicial  Council  overruled 
a  decision  by  Bishop  William  W. 
Dew  of  Portland,  Ore.,  that  the 
Discipline  prevented  his  granting 
Ms.  Knepper  an  appointment. 

Definition  of  “status”  comes 
into  play  in  a  proposed  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  which,  if 
adopted,  would  add  “status”  to  a 
list  of  attributes  (sex,  race,  etc.) 
that  cannot  be  used  to  bar  per¬ 
sons  from  church  membership 
and  participation. 

Responding  to  questions  from 
two  annual  conferences  on  same- 
gender  covenant  services,  the 
council  refrained  from  issuing  a 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  GEORGE  McCLAIN 


declaratory  decision. 

One  case  came  from  Minnesota, 
where  Bishop  Sharon  Brown 
Christopher  had  ruled  out  of  order 
a  resolution  to  give  Reconciling 
Congregations  the  right  to  offer 
services  of  “blessing  and  celebra¬ 
tion  of  committed  relationships” 
of  same-gender  couples.  Reconcil¬ 
ing  Congregations  is  an  unofficial 
coalition  of  local  churches  that 
openly  welcome  gay  and  lesbian 
members  into  membership. 

The  Troy  Conference  (covering 
parts  of  Vermont  and  upstate  New 
York)  asked  if  the  Discipline  were 
violated  by  a  conference  resolu¬ 
tion  stating  that  “covenant  ser¬ 
vices”  are  not  marriage  services 
and  that  clergy  who  wish  may  par¬ 
ticipate  in  such  services  celebrat¬ 
ing  relationships  “in  which  God’s 
love  is  affirmed.” 

Pastor  is  responsible 

In  response,  the  council  point¬ 
ed  out  that,  under  church  law,  it 
is  the  pastor’s  responsibility  and 
duty  to  “oversee  the  total  minis¬ 
try  of  the  local  church”  and  to 
“preach  the  word,  oversee  the 
worship  life  of  the  congregation, 
read  and  teach  the  Scriptures  and 
engage  the  people  in  study  and 
witness.” 

It  added  that  pastors  are  respon¬ 
sible  to  “perform  their  duties  in 
compliance  with  the  Discipline 
and  to  be  obedient  to  the  order 
and  discipline  of  the  church.” 

The  annual  conference  “has  no 
authority  to  establish  or  to  alter 
the  official  rites  and  rituals  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  the 
memorandum  added. 

In  other  action,  the  Judicial 
Council  declared  unconstitution¬ 
al  a  new  office  of  “lay  preacher" 
created  by  the  1992  General 
Conference. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

The  next  step  in  the  terminated 
membership  of  the  Rev.  William 
R.  Farmer  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  up  to  the  North  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference. 

That’s  the  word  from  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Coffin  of  Oklahoma  City, 
secretary  of  the  church’s  Judicial 
Council. 

Informed  of  that  word,  the 
chairman  of  the  North  Texas 
conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  the  Rev.  John  C.  Og¬ 
den  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  said 
he’s  not  sure  what  the  next  step 
will  be. 

The  nine-member  Judicial 
Council  ruled  Oct.  29  that  “there 
is  no  disciplinary  provision  au¬ 
thorizing  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister  to  hold  mem¬ 
bership  simultaneously  in  anoth¬ 
er  denomination.” 

Membership  terminated 

“Upon  joining  another  denom- 
ination,  membership  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  ter¬ 
minated.” 

Dr.  Farmer,  72,  is  a  biblical 
scholar  and  professor  emeritus  at 
Southern  Methodist  University’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas.  He  joined  Holy  Cross  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  in  Dallas 
as  a  layperson  on  Jan.  25,  1990, 
insisting  that  he  still  had  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  Methodist 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

On  Sundays  he  attends  both 
Holy  Cross  and  St.  Luke  “Commu¬ 
nity”  United  Methodist  churches. 
The  St.  Luke  pastor,  the  Rev.  Zan 
W.  Holmes,  is  a  member  of  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  but  excused  himself 
from  voting  on  the  decision  involv¬ 
ing  Dr.  Farmer. 

Neither  lay  nor  clergy 

In  addition  to  its  specific  rul¬ 
ing  regarding  Dr.  Farmer,  the 
church’s  “supreme  court”  said 
that  neither  a  lay  person  nor  an 
ordained  minister  can  belong  to 
another  denomination  and  re¬ 
main  a  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“To  hold  otherwise  would  cre¬ 


ate  a  situation  wherein  ministers 
could  hold  dual  membership 
with  other  denominations  and 
lay  persons  could  not,”  said  the 
Judicial  Council. 

In  a  written  statement  released 
Nov.  1,  Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake 
(Dallas  Area)  said  he  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  the  Judicial  Council’s 
written  ruling  and  is  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  address  the  question  of 
what  happens  next. 

“Dr.  Farmer  has  been  a  long¬ 
time  member  of  the  North  Texas 
conference.  He  continues  to  be  a 
member  of  our  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  which  is  a  broader  commu¬ 
nity  than  is  prescribed  by  church 
membership,”  said  Bishop  Blake. 

However,  “. . .  Dr.  Farmer’s  de¬ 
cision  to  join  another  communion 
is  honored  and  he  will  no  longer 
be  considered  as  a  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

Dr.  Farmer,  who  also  had  not 
received  an  official  notice  of  the 
ruling,  said  he  was  in  no  position 
to  respond  in  detail. 

Will  cause  'great  sadness' 

“However,  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  if  this  ruling  forces  me  out  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  it 
will  cause  me  great  sadness,”  he 
said,  “because  I  love  the  church, 


■  The  Judicial  Council,  as  mandated 
by  the  UM  Book  of  Discipline,  is 
made  up  of  nine  people,  some 
clergy  and  some  lay. 

■  The  term  of  service  is  8  years. 

H  Vacancies  on  the  council  are 
filled  by  the  General  Conference. 
The  Council  of  Bishops  nominates 
3  times  the  number  needed  to  fill 
the  vacancies.  General  Conference 
delegates  may  also  nominate 
others  from  the  floor.  Delegates 
then  ballot  to  choose  council 
members. 

■  Council  members  are  ineligible 
to  serve  on  any  general  church 
board  or  agency.  They  are  also 
ineligible  to  serve  as  delegates 
to  the  General,  jurisdictional,  or 
central  conferences. 


which  has  nurtured  me  in  the 
Christian  faith.  And  I  have  found 
great  meaning  in  our  church’s 
mandate  for  ecumenical  unity.” 


fflto  EM 


The  United  Methodist  Constitution  gives 
the  Judicial  Council  the  authority  to: 


U  Provide  for  Its  own  method  of 
organization  and  procedure  and  to 
meet  two  times  a  year. 

■  Hear  and  determine  any  appeal 
from  a  bishop's  decision  on  a 
question  of  law  made  during  a 
jurisdictional,  central  or  annual 
conference  if  asked  to  do  so  by  a 
specified  number  of  conference 
members. 

|  Have  such  other  duties  and 
powers  as  may  be  conferred 
upon  it  by  the  General  Conference. 


■  Review  and  affirm,  modify,  or 
reverse  decisions  of  law  made  by  a 
bishop  in  response  to  a  written 
request  from  the  annual  conference 
Any  bishop's  decision  of  law  is 
automatically  reviewed  by  the 
Judicial  Council. 

■  Determine  the  constitutionality 
and  legality  of  acts  by  or  proposed 
legislation  of  General,  jurisdictional,  or 
central  conferences,  if  asked  to  do 
so  by  a  specified  percentage  of  the 
members  present  or  by  the  bishops 
of  the  church. 


low  the  Judicial  Council  comes  to  rule  on  church  law 


M 


Matters  for 
Judicial  Council 
review  are  sent 
to  the  council. 


One  member  of  the  council 
is  assigned  to  the  inquiry 
and  asked  to  prepare  a 
preliminary  opinion. 


Interested  parties 
may  address 
the  council  in 
writing  concerning 
the  matter. 


Oral  arguments 
are  rare  but 
sometimes 
allowed. 


The  council, 
by  majority 
vote,  renders 
a  final 
decision. 

Decision  is  given  to  United 
Methodist  News  Service 
for  distribution  and  copies 
are  sent  to  parties  named 
in  the  matter. 


Appropriate 
parties  are 
expected  to 
take  any 
action 
needed 
based  on 
the  council's 
decisions. 


Sources:  1993  Book  of  Discipline,  Judicial  Council 
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Bishop  describes  Burundi's  'killing  fields  of  Africa' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 


ATLANTA — For  10  anxious 
days,  United  Methodist  Bishop  Al¬ 
fred  Ndoricimpa  of  Burundi  did 
not  know  if  his  wife,  Sabena,  and 
their  son,  Cristoph,  were  dead  or 


THE  FORUM  OF  ADULTS 
IN  YOUTH  MINISTRY 


■  Expressing  personal  commitment 
to  excellent  youth  ministry 

■  Calling  for  personal  development 
as  an  effective  worker  with  youth 

■  Committing  to  sharing  vision  and 
vitality  with  our  colleagues  as  we 
witness  to  youth  ministry  in  a 
shared  venture  of  faithful  service 
QUESTIONS? 

—  Call  716*357f4045  or  Write  — 
FAYM  •  Box  23953A 
Nashville,  TN  37202 


alive. 

The  bishop  was  in  Belgium  when 
a  military  coup  assassinated  his  na¬ 
tion’s  President  Melchoir  Ndadye 
Oct.  21  and  overthrew  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

It  was  not  until  Bishop  Ndori¬ 
cimpa  arrived  at  the  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  Atlanta  Oct.  3 1 
that  he  learned  that  his  family  was 
safe  at  the  American  Embassy  in 
Bujumbura,  capital  of  the  African 
country  of  some  5.6  million  people. 

Many  other  United  Methodists 
were  not  so  fortunate.  In  the  massa¬ 
cres  that  followed  the  coup,  the  bish¬ 
op’s  executive  assistant  the  Rev. 
Bonaventure  Ndorimana,  his  wife 
and  three  children  were  murdered 
(see  UMR  Nov.  5).  His  wife,  Spes- 
Caritas,  was  conference  coordinator 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Also  killed  were  Free  Methodists 
the  Rev.  Matthew  Miruko  and  the 
Rev.  Naasson  Ntukiminwe  and  his 
family. 

At  a  press  conference  last  week  at 


How  you  can  help 

You  can  help  help  the  people  of 
Burundi  through  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief.  Dona¬ 
tions  may  be  sent  through  your 
congregation  to  Burundi  Emergen¬ 
cy,  Advance  #110265-1. 


Simpsonwood  United  Methodist 
Conference  and  Retreat  Center, 
meeting  site  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  sever¬ 
al  dozen  of  the  100  students  in  the 
United  Methodist-related  theologi¬ 
cal  school  were  also  killed. 

The  bishop  grimly  stated  that 
United  Methodist  leaders  were  tar¬ 
geted  by  the  military  because  the 
church,  which  has  about  50,000 
members,  has  been  “a  strong  advo¬ 
cate  of  justice  and  urging  people  to 
be  free  of  oppressions. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 


has  been  a  promoter  of  democracy 
in  Burundi,”  he  said.  “And  the  mil¬ 
itary  don’t  want  democracy.” 

Now  much  of  United  Methodist 
leadership  has  been  wiped  out,  he 
continued.  Others,  like  Manasse 
and  Antoinette  Habonimana  of  the 
conference  staff,  are  in  exile  (see 
UMR  Oct.  29). 

Later,  in  an  impassioned  speech 
before  the  Council  of  Bishops,  Bish¬ 
op  Ndoricimpa  said  that  Burundi 
has  become  the  “killing  fields  of  Af¬ 
rica”  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
unarmed  and  defenseless  people 
killed  “for  no  reason  at  all.” 

A  United  Methodist  minister’s 
wife  was  murdered,  he  said,  as  she 
sat  in  her  living  room  nursing  her  3- 
month-old  baby. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Burundi,  he  said,  has  done  its  best 
to  reconcile  the  people. 

“We  have  clothed  the  naked,  fed 
the  hungry  and  visited  those  in  pris¬ 
on,”  he  said.  “We  have  invited  all 


God’s  children  to  become  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  household  of  faith.” 

The  bishop  concluded,  “I  feel 
helpless.  I  don’t  know  who  is  dead 
and  who  is  alive.  I  don’t  know  how 
my  pastors  are  who  have  been 
preaching  the  good  news  or  how  the 
people  are.” 

He  urged  all  bishops  to  do  any¬ 
thing  in  their  power  to  influence  the 
international  community  to  support 
the  return  of  the  legally  elected  gov¬ 
ernment  in  Burundi  (see  related  ar¬ 
ticle  at  right). 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  he  will 
return  to  the  war-tom  country  after 
a  stop  in  Germany,  despite  reports 
by  the  All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches  that  killings  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  are  continuing  and  the  news 
from  Burundi  is  “appalling.” 

“You  don’t  expect  to  be  safe,” 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said.  "The  peo¬ 
ple  need  me  to  be  there.” 

Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  contributed  to  this  report. 


Bishops'  letters 
decry  violence 

ATLANTA — In  letters  to  President 
Bill  Clinton  and  United  Nations  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  Boutros  Boutros-Ghali, 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  decried  recent  violence  in  the 
small  African  nation  of  Burundi. 

The  letter  to  President  Clinton 
expressed  grief  and  outrage  about 
the  recent  massacre  of  Burundi  citi¬ 
zens.  The  letter  indicated  that  more 
than  400,000  people  had  been  mas¬ 
sacred  by  the  Burundi  military 
since  1962. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  urged  the 
president  to  “do  whatever  is  in  your 
power  through  the  international 
community  to  intervene  immedi¬ 
ately  to  disarm  the  Burundi  mili¬ 
tary  and  form  a  new  national 
security  force  to  protect  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  Burundi." 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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RETIRED  BISHOP  DIES:  Retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  John  B.  Warman,  78,  died 
Nov.  2  after  a  lengthy  illness.  He  was  thought  to 
be  the  last  bishop  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  have  been  reared  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  one  of  three  bodies  that 
merged  to  form  The  Methodist  Church  in  1939. 
He  was  elected  a  bishop  in  1972  and  served  12 
years  in  the  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area. 

JOURNALIST  DIES:  Darrell  R.  Shamb- 

lin,  65,  a  professional  journalist  employed  for 
40  years  by  The  United  Methodist  Church,  died 
Oct.  28  in  Nashville  after  a  heart  attack  with 
complications  from  diabetes.  Mr.  Shamblin  had 
retired  at  the  end  of  1992  after  36  years  with 
United  Methodist  Communications  and  its  pre¬ 
decessor  agencies. 


APPEAL  TO  UN:  The  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  joined 
Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  of  Zurich,  Switzer¬ 
land,  in  an  appeal  to  the 
United  Nations  to  loosen 
its  economic  embargo  to  al¬ 
low  humanitarian  aid  to  the 
former  Yugoslavia.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Bishop  Bolleter,  epis¬ 
copal  leader  of  United 
Methodists  in  Central  and 
Southern  Europe,  the  lack 
of  heating  fuel,  food,  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  and  medical  care  created  by  the  em¬ 
bargo  could  mean  that  “20  percent  of  the 
population  will  not  survive  the  winter.” 


Heinrich  8olleter 


CONTINUE  AID  TO  POOR:  The 

church’s  ability  to  help  victims  of  disasters  is  in¬ 
extricably  linked  to  the  church’s  outreach  to  the 
poor,  directors  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  were  told  last  month.  Relief 
workers  cited  conditions  in  Dade  County,  Fla., 
where  some  residents  remain  homeless  more 
than  a  year  after  Hurricane  Andrew  destroyed 
their  low-cost  housing,  and  in  India,  where  40 
percent  of  the  nation’s  urban  residents  reside  in 
slums  and  many  are  still  living  in  the  streets  af¬ 
ter  a  1991  earthquake.  UMCOR’s  directors 
learned  that  over  $2.4  million  was  approved  for 
emergency  relief  efforts  around  the  world  from 
March  through  October  alone. 

MISSIONS  EXECUTIVES:  Three  veter¬ 
an  staffers  at  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  have  been  named  to  head  mission 
initiatives  of  the  church’s  largest  program  agen¬ 
cy.  They  are:  Deborah  Bass,  assistant  general 
secretary,  National  Division;  the  Rev.  James 
Craig,  assistant  general  secretary  of  Congrega¬ 
tional  Development,  National  Divisibn;  and 
John  Schueler,  World  Division  treasurer. 


Worship,  teaching,  healing 
head  'the  tasks  of  ministry' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— Worship, 
teaching,  healing,  liberating, 
proclaiming  and  reconciling. 

These  are  among  tasks  of 
United  Methodist  ministry,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  first  draft  of  a 
document  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  reviewed 
during  its  semi-annual  meeting 
Nov.  1-5. 

The  paper  stresses  that  “each 
Christian  . . .  participates  in  the 
ministry  of  the  whole  church  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  particular  of¬ 
fices  and  orders  of  ministry  to 
which  we  give  our  attention  . . . 
must  always  be  understood  in 
this  context.” 

Meeting  prior  to  the  entire 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  12- 
member  panel  guiding  the  study 
heard  from  representatives  of 
four  ethnic-minority  caucuses, 
a  seminary  dean  who  headed  a 
church  legislative  committee 
that  dealt  with  ministry  issues 
and  a  church  executive  who  re¬ 
viewed  other  Christian  bodies' 


dealings  with  ministry  issues. 

The  Rev.  Dennis  Campbell, 
dean  at  Duke  University  Divin¬ 
ity  School,  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  maintaining  the 
Wesleyan  concept  of  an  ap¬ 
pointed  or  "sent”  ministry. 

The  uniqueness  of  ordina¬ 
tion,  he  said,  is  itineracy,  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  go  where  needed. 
Acknowledging  a  trend  toward 
congregational  decision-mak¬ 
ing,  he  stressed  the  need  for 
United  Methodism  to  retain  a 
strong  itinerant  clergy. 

“We  are  not  a  ministry  that 
contracts  or  bargains  with  con¬ 
gregations,”  he  said. 

The  four  caucus  representa¬ 
tives  expressed  concern  about 
inequitable  salaries  for  pastors, 
open  itineracy  and  the  author¬ 
ity  of  pastors. 

They  also  asked  the  bishops 
to  clarify  the  meanings  of  con¬ 
secration  and  ordination,  terms 
that  sometimes  have  been  used 
interchangeably  in  the  church. 
Presently,  deacons  and  elders 


are  ordained;  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  are  consecrated. 

The  document  was  written  by 
the  Rev.  Robin  Lovin,  dean  at 
United  Methodist-related  Drew 
University  Theological  School 
in  Madison,  N.J. 

Based  on  suggestions  by  their 
peers  meeting  in  Atlanta,  bishops 
on  the  smaller  panel  will  revise 
the  document  at  their  next  meet¬ 
ing  in  Nashville  Dec.  13-15. 

The  paper  will  then  go  early 
next  year  to  episcopal  areas 
across  the  church  where  reaction 
will  be  solicited  from  representa¬ 
tive  groups  of  ordained  and  diac¬ 
onal  ministers  and  laypersons. 

Chairman  of  the  12-member 
panel  guiding  the  council’s  study 
this  quadrennium  is  Bishop  Da¬ 
vid  Lawson  of  Springfield,  Ill. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  its  predecessor  bodies  have 
sought  to  redefine  and  restruc¬ 
ture  ministry  since  1944.  The 
bishops'  final  report  will  go  to 
the  church’s  1966  legislative 
General  Conference  in  Denver. 


Leading  worship  is  one  of  the  prime  tasks  of  the  ordained  ministry,  says  a  preliminary  report 
of  the  United  Methodist  Council  on  Bishops  ministry  study  committee. 


CLASSIFIED 

EVANGELISM  POSITION.  CANDLER  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  invites  applications  for 
a  tenure-track  position  in  Evangelism,  beginning  Au¬ 
gust  1994.  An  earned  doctoral  degree  is  expected. 
Rank  dependent  on  qualifications  and  experience. 
Teaching  the  theology  and  practice  of  evangelism  at 
the  M.Div.  and  D.Min.  levels.  Research  and  scholar¬ 
ship  in  evangelism,  with  the  ability  to  make  a  signifi¬ 
cant  contribution  to  the  field  as  wen  as  the  desire  to 
engage  in  theological  discourse  within  an  ecumenical 
and  culturally  pluralistic  community.  Knowledge  of 
Wesleyan  theokwy  and  Methodist  tradition  desirable. 
The  position  offers  the  possibility  of  a  relationship 
with  the  World  Methodist  Evangelism  Institute,  a  co¬ 
operative  program  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
and  Candler.  Send  letter  of  application,  CV,  tran¬ 
scripts,  limited  sample  of  writingpublications,  and 
the  names  of  three  nrferences  to:  Theodore  Runyon, 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  University.  At¬ 
lanta,  GA  30322.  Preference  given  to  applications  re¬ 
ceived  before  February  1,  1994.  Emory  University  is 
an  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  and  Affirmative 

A  PROGRESSIVE  2000-MEMBER  CHURCH 
seeks  a  full-time  contemporary  Associate  Minister  of 
Music.  BA  degree  in  a  music  related  discipline  and/or 

2-4  years  experience  preferred.  Major  responsibilities 
include:  youth  choir  and  instrumental  director,  praise 
singer  coordinator,  and  pianist  with  skills  of  musical 
arrangement.  Please  send  resume  to:  Amanda  Singer, 
Colonial  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  5247 
Vance  Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230.  Telephone: 
(210)349-2401. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FOR  PROGRAM  Coor¬ 

dinator.  Year  round  Program  Coordinator  position 
available  with  Outdoor  and  Retreat  Ministries,  NI- 
CUMC  Position  focus:  program  development  and 
implementation  of  local  church  retreats,  summer 
week  long  and  weekend  camps;  recruitment,  promo¬ 
tion  and  publicity.  Knowledge  of  computer  desk  top 
publishing  desirable.  Salary  520,000.  Medical  (full 
single,  1/2  family),  travel,  continuing  education.  No 
housing.  Contact  Bruce  Nelson,  Executive  Director, 
200  Siam  Street  Williams  Bay,  WI  53191,  800-NIC- 
CAMP.  Position  available  January  1. 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY.  Southern 

Methodist  University.  Search  reopened:  Christian 
Education.  PhD.,  EdD  or  equivalent  preferred; 
M.Div  or  equivalent,  and  United  Methodist  mem- 
bership  required;  demonstrated  competency  in  teach¬ 
ing  and  scholarship  required.  Date  of  appointment, 
rank  and  salary  negstiable.  Application  deadline,  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1994.  Write  to:  Prof.  Edward  W.  Poitras, 
Chair  Christian  Education  Search,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  Dallas,  TX  75275-0133  and  enclose  CV. 
SMU  (fees  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  col- 
or.  national  or  ethnic  origin,  sex,  or  disability.  SMU 
is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity/Titte  DC 
employer. l 

LARGE  (2000-MEMBER)  CHURCH  LOOKING 

for  Director  of  Education  and  Children’s  Ministries. 
Salary  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Call-  Anona  UMC  (813)  595-2581,  Largo,  FL. 

CHURCH  GROWTH  DIRECTOR  450-member 

UMC  is  seeking  a  theological  mature  lay  person  with 
administrative,  organizational  and  coordinating  skills 
to  a<xi«a  m  developing  and  assimilating  new  mem¬ 
bers,  and  other  church  growth  activities.  Send  resume 
to:  Grace  UMC,  Church  Growth  Committee,  125  W. 
Kibby  St,  Lima.  OH  45804. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FULL-TIME  Director  of  Mu¬ 

sic  for  a  rapidly  expanding  congregation.  Requires 
energetic  Christian  open  to  new  challenges  in  music 
ministry.  Send  resume,  spiritual  biography  and  sam¬ 
ples  of  your  work,  preferably  an  audio  or  video  tape: 
Rev.  David  Landers,  Heritage  United  Methodist 
Church,  2680  Landmark  Drive,  Clearwater,  FL 
34621. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMMING  in  exciung  set¬ 

ting.  New  position.  Oversee  building  and  program 
development  of  new  Family  Life  Center.  20  acre  re¬ 
treat  facility,  Christian  Living  Center,  senior  adults 
and  supervise  other  staff  in  areas  of  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren.  Great  position  in  active  church  located  in  beau¬ 
tiful  southeast  Texas.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  127,  Jasper,  TX  75951.  (409)  384- 
5735. 

DETROIT  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  MINISTRY 

opportunity —  Conference  Treasurer.  Seeking:  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer  for  the  Detroit  Annual  Conference. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for  a 

1600-member  congregation  with  unusual  lay  talent 
and  resources.  Multiple  staff  situation  and  outstand¬ 
ing  plant  facilities.  Candidates  need  a  special  knack 
for  developing  exciting  Children’s  Ministries,  as  well 
as  working  with  mature  adults.  Bachelor  of  education 
or  its  equivalent,  required  along  with  a  minimum  of 
three  years  experience  in  a  United  Methodist  setting. 
Salary  ncgxiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  John  Fellers, 
2727  Jackson  Street,  Alexandria,  LA  7 1301. 

Methodist  clergy  or  laity  in  good  standing.  The  mini¬ 
mum  educational  requirement  is  a  bachelor's  degree, 
with  a  master  or  equivalent  education  and  experience 
preferred.  Send  resumes  and  references  to:  Carelton 

K.  Rush,  President,  Conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  United  Methodist  Conference, 
21700  Northwestern  Highway,  Suite  1200,  South- 
field,  MI  48075-4917.  A  detailed  position  description 
is  available  upon  request.  The  deadline  for  receipt  of 
applications  is  November  30,  1993. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SUPERVISION  AND  SUPPORT 

Systems.  United  Methodist  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
invites  applications.  M.Div.  and  ordination  required. 
Experience  as  District  Superintendent  or  Field  Work 
Supervisor  an  asset.  Deadline,  December  10.  Con¬ 
tact  Rev.  John  E.  Hamish,  P.O.  Box  871.  Nashville, 
TN  37205.  (615)  340-7388. 

ST  JOHN’S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 

searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in  central 
Florida  with  a  membership  of  1 500.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend  George  A.  Buie, 

1 800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard,  Si,  Winter  Ha¬ 
ven,  FL  33884. 

THE  MIRACLE  AT  PENTECOST.  An  incredible 

true  story,  on  VHS  video,  about  Pentecost,  and  a 
Christian  artist  and  his  patroness  who,  ablaze  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  lives,  created  a  mirade  paint¬ 
ing.  Their  vision  of  Pentecost  is  inspiring  scores  of 
bdievers  and  unbelievers  alike  who  come  from 
around  the  world  and  share  daily  in  the  painting's 
powerful  message.  This  marvelous  account  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  action  will  bring  you  and  your  family 
face  to  face  with  the  eternal  power  that  creates  and 
changes  lives.  524.60  (includes  tax,  S/H).  1-800-382- 
5565:  all  major  credit  cards  (except  Diners),  and 
checks  to:  Airier,  8100  Lome  Alto,  Suite  210,  Dallas, 
TX  75225. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  OF  Services, 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  UMC,  Nashville. 
For  mformation/application  contact  Steve  Burnett, 
Box  771847.  Steamboat  Springs,  CO  80477.  Dead¬ 
line  January  3. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian  Edu¬ 

cation  wanted  for  3400-member  conservative  congre¬ 
gation.  Needs  a  master's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5  years 
experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  program  with 
excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff  church,  committed 
to  the  most  comprehensive  ministry  possible.  Salary 
based  on  experience.  Requires  excellent  administra¬ 
tive  ability,  successful  children  and  adult  Christian 
education  track  record,  commitment  to  training  lay 
volunteers,  knowledge  of  multiple  curriculum  re¬ 
sources.  Contact  Rev.  Richard  M  Freeman,  First 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714-7736. 
Phone:(817)772-5630. 

DISCUSSION  GROUPS  WAN  I  ED.  Local  church 

discussion  groups  to  participate  in  a  national  research 
project  to  discuss  the  UMC  1992  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions  over  9  weeks  beginning  January  16,  1994.  This 
is  a  project  of  the  UMC  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Forum  Foundation  of  Seattle. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 

Ministries  to  direct  ongoing  youth  program  and  out¬ 
reach  in  church  of  2000  members.  Contact:  White 
Rock  UMC.  1 450  Old  Gate.  Dallas,  TX  752 18.  (2 14) 
324-3661. 

Cost  is  572.00  for  the  series.  Includes:  audio  tapes, 
opimonnaires*.  and  response  sheets.  Send  a  self-ad¬ 
dressed.  stamped  envelope  to:  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  100  Maryland  Ave.,  NE,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20002.  Deadline  date  for  enrollment:  De- 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  at  First 

UMC  of  Cedar  Hill.  Apply  to.  Rev.  Sammy  Har¬ 
grove  at  (214)291-1711,  or  write  to:  P.O.  Box  187, 
Cedar  Hill.  TX  75104  Excellent  opportunity  for 
Chnst -centered  ministry. 

PECANS:  SHELLED  AND  IN-SHELL  1993  GA 

crop.  Gift  tins,  boxes.  Candies.  Call  for  fund  raising 
brochure/gift  brochure.  Wilkenon  Pecans,  Sylvester, 
GA  31791.  1-800-523-3505. 

UMC's  studies  to  share  data 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio — Representatives 
of  seven  projects  to  study  the  8.9  mil¬ 
lion-member  United  Methodist  Church 
agreed  recently  to  cooperate  with  one 
another  in  sharing  data  and  resources. 

“Already  people  are  saying  this  will 
go  down  as  a  ‘listening  quadrennium,’  ” 
said  Betty  S.  Gordon  of  Bluefield, 
W.Va.,  referring  to  several  1993-96 
studies  within  the  denomination  that 
focus  on  “listening  to  the  church”  and 
soliciting  lay  and  clergy  insight. 

Ms.  Gordon  was  chairwoman  of  a  re¬ 
cent  consultation  called  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  chief  coordinating  agency. 

Among  the  studies  in  the  works: 

*  GCOM’s  Connectional  Issues 
Study,  aimed  at  clarifying  future  direc¬ 


tion  for  United  Methodism  in  the  21st 
century,  and  working  out  implications 
for  church  structure; 

*  The  ministry  study  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  (see  related  story  above); 

*  “Agenda  21,”  a  project  of  United 
Methodism’s  13  theological  schools  to 
determine  how  ordained  ministers 
should  be  trained  for  the  21st  century; 

*  “United  Methodism  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Culture,”  a  wide-ranging  program 
of  scholarly  research  supported  by  the 
Lilly  Endowment  and  conducted  by  the 
Duke  University  Divinity  School,  Dur¬ 
ham,  N.C.; 

*  Two  annual  conference  “listening 
projects,”  one  by  the  church  finance 
agency  and  one  by  the  global  missions 
board. 


Global  Ministries  chooses 
'93-'94  Crusade  Scholars 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  group  of  future  clergypersons, 
doctors,  lawyers  and  educators  have 
been  selected  as  recipients  of  the 
1993-94  United  Methodist  Crusade 
Scholarships. 

Awarded  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  annual  scholarships  are 
earmarked  for  graduate-level  stud¬ 
ies  by  people  from  various  racial- 
ethnic  groups. 

The  1993-94  Crusade  Scholars  are: 

Sung  Hoon  Ahn,  Drew  University 
Theological  School,  Madison,  N.J.; 
Rhoda  Barnes,  University  of  California, 
Santa  Barbara;  Celestine  Boston  and 
Clarence  Brown  Jr.,  Gammon  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  Atlanta;  Amelita  Cajiuat, 
University  of  South  Carolina  School  of 
Music,  Columbia;  Gladys  De  Jesus, 
Evangelical  Seminary  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Also,  Cassandra  Evans,  Freed-Harde- 
man  University,  Henderson,  Tenn.; 
Rodney  Graves,  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  Washington,  D.C.;  Ada  Guz- 
man-Llera,  Evangelical  Seminary  of 
Puerto  Rico,  Hato  Rey;  Cynthia  Hop- 
son,  Southern  Illinois  University,  Car- 
bondale;  Velma  Howard,  University  of 
Northern  Colorado,  Greeley;  Ethel 
Jefferson,  Gammon;  Kyong  Hee  Kim, 
Drew. 

Also,  Diane  Laureano-Canino.  Inter- 
American  University,  Hato  Rey,  Puerto 


Rico;  David  Lopez-Vega,  Evangelical 
Seminary  of  Puerto  Rico;  Alecia  Lucas, 
Morehouse  School  of  Medicine,  Atlan¬ 
ta;  James  Moore,  Gammon. 

Also,  Janice  Moss  and  Thomas  Pear¬ 
son,  Gammon;  Janet  Perez,  University 
of  Puerto  Rico;  Jimelva  Pettiford,  Gam¬ 
mon;  Joshua  Rosado,  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity;  Robert  Shuler,  Erskine 
Theological  Seminary,  Due  West,  S.C.; 
Elia  Torres,  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Dallas;  Vrenlly  Vega,  Inter-Ameri¬ 
can  University;  Joanna  Vessella, 
Weslev. 

Also,  Amelia  Walker,  Methodist 
Theological  School,  Delaware,  Ohio, 
Brian  White,  Thurgood  Marshall  Law 
School,  Texas  Southern  University, 
Houston;  Eddie  Williams,  Gammon; 
and  Vanessa  Williford,  Wesley. 

Denominational  funds  for  the 
scholarships  are  raised  each  Octo¬ 
ber  in  the  World  Communion  Sun¬ 
day  Offering. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  program 
was  created  in  1945  as  a  means  of  en¬ 
suring  continued  training  of  world¬ 
wide  church  leaders.  Bishops,  judges, 
leaders  of  African  and  Asian  nations, 
physicians  and  scientists  are  among 
former  recipients. 

Applications  for  the  1 994-95  schol¬ 
arships  are  now  being  accepted  until 
Feb.  1 ,  1 994.  Contact  the  Rev.  John 
McCullough  at  (800)  654-5929. 


Bishop  pleads:  'Can 
we  model  shalom?' 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Assodite  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — Could 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  “be  healers  of  our  colleagues 
in  an  atmosphere  of  discipline  and 
unconditional  love?” 

In  other  words,  could  they  mod¬ 
el  a  community  of  Shalom  Zone? 

Those  questions  were  asked  by 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  Area),  chairman  of  the 
church’s  Shalom  Zone  Commit¬ 
tee,  as  he  addressed  Global  Min¬ 
istries  directors  last  month. 

In  part  answering  his  own 
questions,  he  added,  “There 
should  be  no  fear  about  acting 
like  Jesus  here.” 

In  his  report  on  Shalom  Zone 
progress,  Bishop  May  said  the  con¬ 
cept  has  caught  the  attention  of 
United  Methodists  across  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  and  in  Zimbabwe  and 
Mozambique  in  Southern  Africa. 

Shalom  Zone  ministries  are  a  di¬ 
rect  response  to  the  1992  General 
Conference — the  church’s  highest 
legislative  body. 

That  body  declared  that  United 
Methodists,  “in  solidarity  and  con¬ 
sultation  with  indigenous  persons 
and  local  churches  in  a  selected 
neighborhood,  would  commit  our¬ 
selves  to  the  creation  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les  of  a  Shalom  Zone.” 

A  1 5-person  national  commit¬ 
tee,  chaired  by  Bishop  May,  pro¬ 
vides  church-wide  support  for 
the  effort,  and  assists  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  selecting  Shalom 
Zone  sites. 

Currently  Shalom  Zones  are  in 
place  in  the  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference,  with  other 
conferences  under  consideration. 
Oversight  of  the  program  was 
given  to  the  mission  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Division. 

As  the  agency  charged  by  the 
general  church  to  facilitate  Sha¬ 
lom  Zone  programs,  Bishop  May 


Felton  E.  May  Jr. 

. . .  heads  Shalom  Zone  group. 


told  directors  and  staff  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  “we  must  strengthen  our  re¬ 
solve  to  do  the  following: 

•“Deepen  and  strengthen  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

•  “Reduce  the  level  of  family 
violence. 

•  “Support  universal  health 
care,  recognizing  that  there  can 
be  no  shalom  (peace)  without 
people  living  in  a  healthy  com¬ 
munity. 

•  Leverage  capital  for  ventures 
to  begin  new  jobs  and  encourage 
raising  the  level  of  income  for 
low-paying  jobs. 

•  Be  advocates  in  your  commu¬ 
nities.” 

“You  must  call  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  re-establish  the  1 930s  con¬ 
cept  of  WPA  [Works  Progress 
Administration]  so  that  persons 
might  enjoy  a  meaningful  employ¬ 
ment,  to  enhance  one’s  self  worth 
and  dignity  while  rebuilding  the 
physical  infrastructures  of  the  com¬ 
munity,”  the  bishop  continued. 

“It’s  frightful,  it’s  fearful,  it  may 
even  cause  physical  danger.  But  it’s 
God’s  way,”  said  Bishop  May. 

“But  if  God  is  for  us,  then  who 
can  be  against  us?  Shalom  is  our 
hope  for  survival.” 


Shalom  Zones  to  get  money 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — United 
Methodist  annual  conferences 
won’t  have  to  wait  on  monies 
from  the  Oct.  3 1  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishops’  Appeal  to  energize 
their  Shalom  Zone  Ministries. 

Elected  directors  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  recently  approved 
$300,000  to  get  regional  pro¬ 
grams  up  and  running. 

Monies  include  $  1 50,000  from 
National  Division  undesignated 
funds  and  a  special  $150,000 
grant  from  repayment  of  a  loan 
from  the  Pacific  Homes  fund  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  5). 

Together  with  $175,000  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  mission  board  last 
March,  local  churches  in  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference 
now  can  move  beyond  the  initial 
disaster  response  phase,  following 
the  Los  Angeles  riots,  to  the  strate¬ 
gy  and  development  phase. 

Global  Ministries  staff  say 


these  grants  should  keep  things 
moving  until  funds  are  raised 
from  the  $5  million  Bishops’  Ap¬ 
peal,  which  was  held  Oct.  3 1 . 

“Funds  approved  by  the  board 
will  be  used  to  help  with  develop¬ 
ment  programs,  such  as  work¬ 
shops  for  annual  conferences 
having  Shalom  Zone  ministries 
and  mission  materials  for  local 
churches  creating  ‘communities 
of  Shalom,’  ”  said  the  Rev.  John 
Schol,  staff  executive  for  Shalom 
Zone  Ministries. 

“The  money  will  also  be  used  to 
award  seed  grants  to  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  to  help  them  leverage  ad¬ 
ditional  dollars  within  their 
communities  for  new  programs.” 

Mr.  Schol  told  the  Reporter 
that  Shalom  Zone  programs  will 
focus  on  four  areas: 

/  Economic  development; 

Z  Racial,  class  and  justice  is¬ 
sues; 

Z  Health-related  issues; 

Z  Congregational  development. 


“Without  those 
prayers,  it  would 
be  a  lot  harder!” 


“I'm  grateful  for  the  Prayer  Calendar!  Those 
prayers...are  an  oct  of  faith  and  connection. 
People  remember  us,  though  they  don't  hove  to. 
They  write  to  us  because  they  wont  to!' 

—  Christina  Bowen,  Missionary,  Conception,  Chile 
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Remember  in  prayer  United  Methodist  missionaries  on  their  birthdays  and  the  many 
mission  projects  and  programs  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Order  the  1994  Prayer 
Calendar  (#1752)  $5.00  plus  postage  ond  handling  charges.  Available  alter 
November  1, 1993  from: 

SERVICE  CENTER,  7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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Confidence  in  Clergy  Declines 

In  surveys  asking  people  to  rate  the  honest  and  ethical  standards  of 
various  professions,  ratings  for  the  clergy  have  declined  over  the  last 
several  years. 
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on  visn  tv  but  his  charisma's  strong 


NEW  YORK— “I  might  be  able  to 
understand  how  people  can  survive 
without  going  to  church  or  reading 
the  Scriptures,  but  I  cannot  under- 
stand  how  anybody  can  sur¬ 
vive  without  be¬ 
ing  in  communi¬ 
cation  with  God,” 
says  the  Rev. 

Johnny  Ray 
Youngblood,  who 
appears  in  a  live 
call-in  program 
Nov.  14  on  VISN 
(Vision  Interfaith 
Satellite  Network). 

Dr.  Youngblood,  who  has  been 
described  by  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson 
as  a  “source  of  hope  and  inspiration 
to  all  who  hear  his  words  and  know 
his  work,”  will  discuss  prayer  and 
other  issues  in  a  special  90-minute 
edition  of  “Faces  on  Faith.” 

The  program  will  air  live  on  Nov. 
14  beginning  at  6:30  p.m.  and  will 
be  repeated  Nov.  18  at  3  p.m.  (ET). 

Work  described  in  book 

Dr.  Youngblood’s  work  has  been 
described  in  the  widely  acclaimed 
book  by  Samuel  G.  Freedman, 
“Upon  This  Rock:  The  Miracles  of 
a  Black  Church.” 

Mr.  Freedman’s  book  relates  how 
Dr.  Youngblood’s  church,  St.  Paul 
Community  Baptist  Church  in 
Brooklyn,  has  transformed  one  of 
New  York’s  most  depressed  areas 
into  a  vital,  committed  and  thriving 
community. 

The  first  30  minutes  of  the  VISN 
special  will  be  a  regular  Faces  on 
Faith  interview  program  in  which 
Dr.  Youngblood  offers  his  perspec¬ 
tive  on  a  variety  of  questions  of  faith, 
including  the  nature  of  God  and  the 
relationship  of  love  and  power. 

Viewers  then  will  be  invited  to 
call  in  their  questions  to  Dr. 
Youngblood  in  the  60-minute  live 
segment  that  follows,  hosted  by  Jef¬ 
frey  C.  Weber,  VlSN’s  executive 
vice  president  for  programming  and 
operations. 

In  the  interview  segment,  Dr. 
Youngblood  says  he  finds  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  distinguish  between  power 
and  love. 

“Power  is  whatever  is  necessary 
to  bring  about  the  perfect,  loving 
will  of  a  gracious  and  loving  God,” 
he  suggests. 

“Love,”  according  to  Dr. 
Youngblood,  is  “obeying  God  and 
leading  others  to  live  out  the  es¬ 
sence  of  their  lives — meeting  them 
where  they  are  and  then  taking 
them  to  where  they  should  be.” 

What  do  you  fear? 

When  asked  what  he  fears  most, 
Dr.  Youngblood  responds:  “Right 
now.  I’m  afraid  of  letting  fear  have 
the  last  word.” 

As  senior  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
Church,  Dr.  Youngblood  oversees  a 
staff  of  57  employees  in  programs 
that  include  ministries  with  youths 
as  well  as  with  adult  men  and  wom¬ 
en,  a  music  and  performing  arts 
ministry,  discipleship  programs  and 
the  St.  Paul  Community  Christian 
School. 

During  his  20-year  pastorate,  St. 
Paul  Church  has  grown  from  a 
membership  of  84  to  more  than 
5,000. 


By  RANDALL  BALMER 

Religious  News  Service 

Billy  Graham  turned  75  the 
other  day  (Nov.  7). 

Slowed  somewhat  by  Parkin¬ 
sons  Disease,  he  has  lost  a  step  in 
recent  years,  and  his  preaching 
lacks  some  of  the  fire  of  his  early 
years,  but  the  presence  and  the 
charisma  endure. 

Dr.  Graham  took  an  old  idi¬ 
om,  the  evangelistic  sermon,  and 
cloaked  it  in  all  the  communica¬ 
tions  media  available  in  the  20th 
century:  radio,  television,  print 
and  film. 

He  claims  to  have  preached  to 
more  people  than  anyone  else  in 
history,  and  he  represents  for 
many  around  the  world  the  em¬ 
bodiment  of  American  middle- 
class  values. 

Fills  room  with  "presence" 

Few  people  fill  a  room  with 
their  presence  the  way  Dr.  Gra¬ 
ham  does.  He  is  charming  and 
utterly  winsome,  but  those  are 
the  qualities  that  have  led  other 
evangelists  to  disaster  in  the  20th 


century. 

Dr.  Graham,  to  his  eternal  cred¬ 
it,  has  remained  free  from  scandal 
throughout  a  career  that  has 
spanned  nearly  half  a  century. 

But  that  was  not  left  entirely  to 
chance. 

Early  in  his  career  Dr.  Graham 
gathered  his  associates — “the 
team,”  he  calls  them — into  a  ho¬ 
tel  room  in  Modesto,  Calif.,  to 
discuss  how  they  might  avoid 
some  pitfalls  that  had  done  in 
other  evangelists.  What  emerged 
is  what  Cliff  Barrows,  Graham’s 
longtime  associate,  calls  “the 
Modesto  Manifesto.” 

Dr.  Graham  and  his  organiza¬ 
tion  resolved  never  to  exaggerate 
attendance  figures  at  their  meet¬ 
ings  and  to  accept  only  fixed  sal¬ 
aries  from  their  organization,  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Asso¬ 
ciation,  rather  than  a  percentage 
of  the  offerings. 

The  team  agreed  not  to  criti¬ 
cize  fellow  members  of  the  clergy 
and  they  set  up  elaborate  precau¬ 
tions  to  protect  them  from  sexual 
temptation  or  even  the  appear- 


Commentary 


ance  of  sexual  impropriety. 

The  measures  have  worked. 

Never  a  serious  charge 

Throughout  a  career  that  has 
spanned  half  a  century  there  has 
never  been  a  serious  charge  of 
malfeasance — financial,  sexual 
or  otherwise — leveled  against 
Dr.  Graham. 

In  an  age  that  has  seen  other 
evangelists  succumb  to  all  man¬ 
ner  of  spectacular  scandals,  Dr. 
Graham’s  greatest  legacy  may  be 
his  integrity. 

His  judgment,  however,  has  not 
always  matched  his  integrity.  Only 
recently  Dr.  Graham  was  forced  to 
apologize  for  a  comment  suggest¬ 
ing  that  AIDS  was  God’s  condem¬ 
nation  of  homosexuality.  He  is 
prone  to  such  missteps,  but  his 
elaborate  public  relations  machin¬ 
ery  invariably  leaps  into  action  to 
minimize  the  damage. 

Dr.  Graham’s  biggest  lapse  in 
judgment  remains  his  uncritical 
embrace  of  Richard  Nixon.  Dr. 
Graham  gave  Nixon  political  ad¬ 
vice  throughout  his  career,  of¬ 
fered  Mr.  Nixon  valuable  cameo 
appearances  at  Graham  crusades 
and  endorsed  Mr.  Nixon  over 
George  McGovern  in  1972,  the 
year  of  the  Watergate  break-in. 

The  Nixon  debacle,  however 
unfortunate,  does  not  negate  Mr. 
Graham’s  genuine  accomplish¬ 
ments. 

Turning  point  in  history 

His  1957  crusade  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  was  a  turning 
point  in  the  history  of  20th-cen¬ 
tury  evangelicalism.  Dr.  Graham 
cooperated  with  mainline  and 
liberal  churches,  much  to  the 
chagrin  of  the  more  sectarian 
fundamentalists. 

In  all.  Dr.  Graham  has  had  a 
remarkable  career,  and  there  will 
never  be  another  like  him — 
someone  who  combined  charis¬ 
ma,  conviction,  integrity  and  me¬ 
dia  savvy  to  become  a  figure 
known  and  respected  throughout 
the  world. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn. — In  this  1970  photo,  evangelist  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  and  President  Richard  Nixon  bow  in  prayer  during  the 
president's  visit  to  a  Graham  crusade.  In  the  accompanying  ar¬ 
ticle,  the  author  asserts  that  Dr.  Graham's  biggest  lapse  in 
judgment  remains  his  uncritical  embrace  of  Mr.  Nixon. 


Hymn  expresses  great  joy  in  praise 


Let  all  the  world  in  every  corner 
sing: 

My  God  and  King! 

The  heav’ns  are  not  too  high, 

His  praise  may  thither  fly: 

The  earth  is  not  too  low, 

His  praises  there  may  grow. 

Let  all  the  world  in  every  corner 
sing: 

My  God  and  King! 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

In  the  small  village  of  Bremerton, 
near  Salisbury,  England,  George 
Herbert  was  the  Anglican  minister. 

An  excellent  student  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  School  and  Trinity  College  in, 
Cambridge,  he  was  said  to  be  “per¬ 
fect  in  the  learned  languages,  and 
especially  in  the  Greek  tongue.” 


History 
of  hymns 


In  1630,  at  age  37,  Herbert,  along 
with  his  wife  moved  to  Bremerton. 
Dearly  loved  by  all,  he  had  a  notable 
ministry  and  was  called  “holy  Mr. 
Herbert”  by  all  in  the  community. 

The  hymn  was  in  a  collection  of 
poems  he  gave  to  a  friend  shortly 
before  he  died  in  1633.  He  gave  his 
permission  to  publish  the  poems  if 
the  friend  thought  them  worthy. 

Herbert’s  great  joy  in  praise  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  hymn. 

Stanza  one  calls  for  adoration  of 


God  in  heaven  and  earth;  the  sec¬ 
ond  speaks  of  two  kinds  of  praise: 
corporate  worship  in  church  and 
the  private  devotion  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  heart. 

For  the  1935  “Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal,”  Robert  G.  McCutchan  com¬ 
posed  a  tune  for  Herbert’s  words 
that  he  named  “All  the  World.” 

Erik  Routley,  in  1960,  wrote  an¬ 
other  tune  for  this  hymn  that  he 
named  “Augustine”  for  the  Augus- 
tine-Bristo  Congregational  Church, 
Edinburgh,  where  he  was  minister 
1960-67. 

With  either  tune  Herbert’s  words 
of  praise  ring  loud  and  clear. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"For  the  Fruits  of  This  Creation" 


Christians  join 
in  feast  of  the 
tabernacles 

JERUSALEM — Christians 
raise  their  hands  as  they 
hold  a  mass  prayer  for 
Jerusalem  during  the  Feast 
of  the  Tabernacles.  Some 
3,000  Christians  from  80 
nations  took  part  in  a 
march  and  prayer 
opportunity  to  the  Mount 
of  Olives  and  to  the  Old 
City  of  Jerusalem. 


Source:  findings  are  based  upon  telephone  interviews  conducted  by  the  Gallup  Poll  for 
CNN/USA  Today  among  a  representative  nationwide  sample  of  1,000  adults  ages  18 
and  older,  during  the  period  of  July  19-21,  1993.  Results  could  vary  3  percentage 
points  in  either  direction. 
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Confidence  in  clergy 
found  slipping  steadily 


By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP  |r. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 

Religious  News  Service 

Confidence  in  the  honesty  and  eth¬ 
ical  standards  of  U.S.  clergy,  declin¬ 
ing  slowly  but  surely  over  the  past 
decade,  has  reached  an  all-time  low. 

Just  a  bare  majority  of  Americans 
say  those  standards  among  clergy 
are  very  high  (11  percent)  or  high 
(41  percent). 

When  compared  to  members  of 
other  occupational  groups,  clergy 
rank  below  pharmacists,  college 
teachers  and  engineers,  who  take 
top  spots  in  that  order.  Clergy  come 
in  fourth,  representing  a  sharp  drop 
from  their  top  ranking  in  fairly  re¬ 
cent  years. 

The  only  other  groups  to  gain  ma¬ 
jority  approval  of  their  ethical 
standards  are  physicians  and  police 
officers. 

From  1977  until  1985,  opinion  of 
clerical  ethics  and  honesty  peaked, 
with  two  adults  in  three  (67  per¬ 
cent)  rating  them  high  or  very  high. 

But  today,  in  the  opinion  of  one- 
third  of  the  population  (34  percent), 
members  of  the  clergy  have  just  av¬ 
erage  standards  of  ethics  and  hones¬ 
ty.  One  in  10  rates  those  standards 
are  either  low  (9  percent)  or  very 
low  (2  percent). 

Public  opinion  of  clergy  declined 
in  1988  when  they  dropped  to  sec¬ 
ond  place  in  rankings,  a  position  they 
held  until  this  year.  And  the  percent¬ 
age  giving  them  top  grades  this  year, 
that  52  percent,  represents  their  low- 


Just  a  bare  majority  of 
Americans  say  those 
standards  among  clergy 
are  very  high  (11 
percent)  or  high  (41 
percent). 

est  standing  ever  in  surveys. 

Ranking  at  the  bottom  in  this 
year’s  survey  are  members  of  Con¬ 
gress,  local  and  state  officeholders, 
lawyers,  real  estate  agents,  televi¬ 
sion  talk  show  hosts,  labor  union 
leaders,  stockbrokers,  insurance 
and  car  salesmen  and  people  who 
make  television  commercials. 

The  decline  of  confidence  in  the 
clergy  and  in  organized  religion  in 
general  reflected  in  other  recent 
polls  undoubtedly  stems  in  large 
part  from  unfavorable  news  reports 
about  some  religious  figures  in¬ 
volved  in  scandals  as  well  as  from 
publicity  related  to  religious  cults. 

Confidence  in  organized  religion 
peaked  in  1975  when  it  headed  the 
list  of  American  institutions.  That 
year,  68  percent  gave  it  a  high 
mark.  But  in  1993,  only  53  percent 
of  the  public  said  they  have  a  great 
deal  or  quite  a  lot  of  confidence  in 
the  organized  church. 

The  findings  are  based  on  tele¬ 
phone  interviews  conducted  among 
a  representative  sample  of  U.S. 
adults  1 8  and  older  in  July. 

*  1993  Princeton  Religion  Research  Center 


England's  House  of  Lords 
approves  women  priests 


By  ROBERT  NOWELL 

Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — The  last  big  hurdle 
to  women  priests  in  the  Church  of 
England  was  cleared  recently  with  a 
vote  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

This  put  into  motion  legislation 
that  observers  estimate  will  open 
pulpits  to  an  estimated  1,000  wom¬ 
en  seeking  priestly  status. 

The  vote  in  Parliament’s  upper 
chamber  followed  by  four  days  a 
similar  vote  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  and  came  almost  a  year  after 
the  Church  of  England's  historic 
vote  last  November  opening  the 
church’s  pulpits  to  women. 

Expecting  an  influx 

Meanwhile,  England’s  highest- 
ranking  Catholic  prelate,  Cardinal 
Basil  Hume,  indicated  that  the 
country's  Catholic  bishops  are  con¬ 
tinuing  preparations  to  welcome  an 
expected  influx  of  disaffected  Angli¬ 
can  laypersons  and  priests  into  Ca¬ 
tholicism.  The  latter  shows  no  signs 
of  giving  up  the  all-male  priesthood. 

“We  shall  receive  much  from  the 
many  who  will  probably  want  to 
come  our  way  over  the  next  de¬ 
cade,”  predicted  Cardinal  Hume. 

Although  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland’s  General  Synod  had  given  its 
assent  to  women  priests  last  year, 
the  approval  of  Parliament  was  nec¬ 
essary  also  because,  as  a  state 
church,  the  Church  of  England  can¬ 
not  be  structurally  altered  without 
the  approval  of  Parliament  and  the 
royal  household. 

The  queen  is  expected  to  sign  the 
legislation  in  time  for  a  special  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod  session  Feb.  22,  When 
the  church  is  scheduled  to  promul¬ 
gate  canons,  or  church  laws,  bring¬ 
ing  the  legislation  into  effect. 

The  Church  of  England,  headed 
by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  is 
considered  the  mother  church  of 
Anglicanism  and,  as  such,  the 
church’s  decision  to  open  its  doors 
to  women  priests  is  laden  with  sig¬ 
nificance  for  other  independent  An¬ 
glican  churches  around  the  globe. 


...  as  a  state  church,  the 
Church  of  England 
cannot  be  structurally 
altered  without  the 
approval  of  Parliament 
and  the  royal  household. 

For  Anglican  churches  that  have 
ordained  women  as  priests,  the 
Church  of  England  move  is  likely  to 
be  an  imprimatur  of  sorts.  And  for 
those  that  continue  to  ban  women 
priests,  it  will  likely  build  momen¬ 
tum  for  them  to  change. 

Men  may  bail  out 

While  1,000  female  deacons  are 
said  to  be  waiting  in  the  wings  for 
ordination  in  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland,  as  many  as  250-500  male 
priests  who  object  to  serving  along¬ 
side  women  are  believed  likely  to 
leave  the  priesthood  within  a  year 
of  the  advent  of  women  priests.  For 
many  of  them,  the  concept  of  wom¬ 
en  priests  runs  counter  to  essential 
Christian  teachings  and  traditions. 

Observers  predict  that  as  many  as 
1,000  disgruntled  male  priests 
could  leave  over  the  next  10  years, 
when  compensation  will  be  made 
available  to  those  who  leave  for  rea¬ 
sons  of  conscience. 

Ordination  of  the  first  women 
priests  is  expected  to  begin  some¬ 
time  after  Easter,  since  ordinations 
cannot  occur  during  the  Lenten  sea¬ 
son. 

Speaking  to  the  St.  Bamabus  So¬ 
ciety,  which  aims  at  providing  prac¬ 
tical  help  to  Anglican  clergy  leaving 
Canterbury  for  Rome,  Cardinal 
Hume  confirmed  that  he  will  be  go¬ 
ing  to  Rome  after  the  bishops  meet 
later  this  month  and  will  discuss 
particulars  of  Anglican  defections 
to  Catholicism. 

“I  am  very  optimistic  and  I  am 
very  confident  that  the  line  we  shall 
be  taking  as  far  as  I  can  see  in 
prayer  before  the  Lord  is  the  right 
one,”  he  said. 
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WHAT  IS  OUR  BUSINESS? 

Luke  10:25-37 

The  following  are  excerpts  from  a  sermon  preached  by  Rev.  John  Koelemay  at  the 
Prospect  and  Hombeck  Churches  on  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday,  September  26,  1993. 
His  message  was  sent  to  me  by  his  pastor,  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner.  I  share  it  with  you  with  John ’s 
permission. 

In  one’s  experiences  in  life,  many  are  indelibly  imprinted  into  the  memory.  I  will  never 
forget  one  which  happened  at  an  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport  40  years  ago. 

On  Wednesday,  May  27,  1953,  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  session  at 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  heard  a  report  from  Rev.  James  B.  Grambling  who  headed  a 
special  study  committee  appointed  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin.  The  committee  had  been 
instructed  to  study  the  possibility  of  building  some  homes  or  other  lodging  for  retired  ministers 
and  their  widows.  Their  report  consisted  of  two  sections.  One  was  a  resolution  to  dedicate 
some  of  the  property  of  the  Methodist  Orphanage  at  Ruston  for  this  purpose,  which  passed.  The 
second  provided  for  the  formation  of  a  corporation  to  have  charge  of  these  homes  and  sites,  to 
be  known  as  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  OF  THE 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH,  SOUTH  CENTRAL 
JURISDICTION.  This  resolution  also  passed  and  the  program  came  into  existence. 

Later  in  the  Conference,  the  new  Board  asked  that  the  Conference  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  borrow  $500.00  from  other  Conference  funds  in  order  to  give  them  needed  funds 
to  begin  work.  Also,  a  special  offering  was  taken  by  the  Conference  for  support  of  the  Board. 

Thus,  the  work  has  been  going  on  for  over  forty  years.  And,  at  the  present  time,  the 


Board  has  forty  homes,  one  6-unit  apartment  complex,  and  1  Duplex.  For  your  information, 
the  residents  pay  a  monthly  maintenance  and  insurance  fee  of  7  cents  per  square  foot.  For  a 
1200  square  feet  residence,  the  fee  is  $84.00  per  month. 

Strangely  enough,  though  the  program  is  very  popular  among  the  laymen  and  laywomen 
of  the  Conference,  who  want  to  help  persons  who  have  been  their  pastors  as  they  enter 
retirement,  the  special  day  is  observed  by  only  15%  of  the  churches  of  the  Conference.  Just 
think  what  the  support  would  be  if  all  churches  presented  the  cause  of  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board. 

This  program  is  only  one  of  many  which  are  supported  by  Louisiana  Methodists. 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  the  Children’s  Home,  the  People’s  Community  Center, 
the  Lafon  Home  for  Senior  Citizens  in  New  Orleans,  the  Methodist  Home  at  Ruston,  in  addition 
to  the  Retired  Ministers  Home  are  all  supported  by  special  offerings  from  Louisiana  Methodists. 

All  of  these  were  called  into  existence  to  meet  a  need.  And  yet,  there  are  some  people 
who  ask,  "Why  is  the  Methodist  Church  in  this  business?  Why  don’t  we  leave  hospitals  and 
homes  for  children  and  older  citizens  in  the  hands  of  the  government?  Why  don’t  we  use  our 
resources  to  maintain  the  Church?  This  morning,  I  would  like  to  spend  a  few  minutes  with  you 
in  discovering  answers  to  these  questions  and  feelings. 

First,  the  Methodist  Church  is  in  this  business  because  John  Wesley,  our  Founder, 
believed  it  was  the  call  of  Christ  to  be  thus  involved.  He  was  a  great  social  Christian.  John 
Wesley  believed  that  the  church  not  only  had  a  right,  but  an  obligation  to  be  involved  in 
anything  which  affected  human  beings  in  their  physical,  mental,  moral,  or  spiritual  health.  And 
so  the  Methodist  Church  has  been  busy  at  the  task  ever  since. 

Secondly,  the  Church  is  in  this  business  because  John  Wesley  followed,  as  we  do,  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  Master.  The  marvelous  descriptive  term  used  about  Jesus  was  "He  went  about 


THANK  YOU! 


doing  good.  He  never  turned  his  back  on  anyone  in  need.  He  was  always  ready,  willing,  and 
able  to  respond  to  the  cry  of  God’s  children. 

The  hero  of  His  greatest  story  was  one  who  responded  to  a  fellow  human  being’s  need. 
You  see,  what  Jesus  was  really  saying  in  the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan  was  that  anytime 
one  of  His  followers  sees  someone  in  need,  he  must  take  it  upon  himself  to  do  something  to 
meet  that  need.  He  cannot,  he  dare  not  for  the  good  of  his  own  soul,  pass  by  on  the  other  side. 
Some  may  shrug  their  shoulders  and  say,  "They  made  their  own  mess:  let  them  stew  in  it.”  or 
"It's  none  of  my  business:  let  the  state  take  care  of  it.”  But  Jesus  would  say  to  us  today,  "That 
2is  our  business!" 

Finally,  Jesus  also  gave  us  a  real  command  at  the  close  of  His  ministry,  just  before  His 
ascension— "Go  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I  have 
commanded  you:  and  low,  I  am  with  you  always,  to  the  close  of  the  age." 

I  say  to  you  today  that  one  of  the  greatest  opportunities  anywhere  to  witness  for  Christ 
is  afforded  the  Church  in  each  one  of  these  institutions.  With  the  abused  and  battered  children, 
we  are  saying,  "Christ  loves  you  and  so  do  we,  without  reservation,  without  condition."  To  the 
youth  we  are  saying,  "Hey,  because  of  our  love,  we  want  to  help  you  face  life  as  it  is,  and  help 
you  look  for  and  find  something  better.”  To  the  poor  we  are  saying,  "Yes,  we  know  that  life 
is  hard  and  it’s  rough  to  make  ends  meet,  but  Christ  and  His  Church  understand,  and  we  want 
to  put  a  little  light  into  your  darkness,  an  arm  under  your  shoulders,  a  door  in  your  blank  wall." 
To  our  senior  citizens  we  want  to  say,  "You  say  you  have  no  place  to  go.  We  want  to  help  to 
providing  a  place  for  you  to  go  and  live  your  life  in  dignity  until  God  calls  you."  To  the  sick 
of  mind  and  body  we  are  saying,  "We  know  it’s  rough  to  be  sick  and  rougher  still  to  be  sick 
without  adequate  resources  to  be  in  a  hospital  where  help  can  be  found  toward  getting  well.  We 


Christian  Methodist,  will  help  you  so  that  you  can  some  day  be  physically  able  to  help  yourself." 
To  our  retiring  ministers  we  are  saying,  "We  know  you  nave  never  had  a  home  to  call  your 
own.  Here’s  one  for  you  to  call  your  own  until  God  calls  you  home!" 

Sometime  ago,  a  dorsal  curtain  bearing  a  large  cross  was  installed  in  the  sanctuary  of  a 
large  church.  The  following  Sunday,  a  small  boy  was  overheard  saying  to  his  father,  "Dad, 
what’s  the  big  plus  sing  up  front  for?” 

My  friends,  the  institutions  this  Conference  supports  have  been  founded  by  and  nurtured 
by  persons  who  believe  in  and  are  motivated  by  that  "plus  sign”.  Each  has  a  unique  contribution 
to  make  in  this  most  difficult  world.  Our  Methodist  Christian  institutions  are  different.  They 
have  a  "plus"  quality  of  love,  compassion,  and  understanding  because  they  grow  out  of  Christ’s 
love  and  compassion  for  and  understanding  of  all  God’s  creatures. 

Today  it  is  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  program  which  needs  our  support.  Tomorrow 
and  tomorrow  it  will  be  another  of  our  institutions.  Let  us  not  grow  weary  in  well-doing.  Let 
us  not  suffer  from  "compassion  fatigue".  I-et’s  look  around  us,  let  the  Spirit  of  Christ  come  in 
afresh,  and  be  thankful  that  we  can  join  with  our  fellow  Methodist  in  extending  the  arm  of 
Christ’s  blessing  to  so  many  who  are  in  need. 

John,  thanks  for  this  challenging  message.  The  big,  "THANK  YOU!"  in  the  center 
of  this  page  expresses  our  gratitude  for  all  who  have  walked  in  the  footsteps  of  our  Master, 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Founder  of  our  Methodist  Church,  John  Wesley,  by  your  support  of  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board. 


uirnnrn* 


r’abSSS 


jUNTTED 
METHODIST 
CHURCH 


o 

£ 


140  NUMBER  26 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 

William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bag  bey.  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275  NOVEMBER  19,  1993 


FORWARD  IN 

\ FAITH 


sib 


Let  us  count  our  many  blessings. 


Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Update 

Total  Pledges .  $6.1  million 

Total  Contributions,  through  Aug .  $600,269 

Clergy  Gifts  received  in  Sept.,  Oct .  $7,665 

Challenge  Gifts  received  in  Sept.,  Oct .  $  1 5,828 

Church  Gifts  received  in  Sept.,  Oct  .  $  83,024 

Total  Gifts  through  Oct.  31  .  $706,786 


Thanksgiving: 
a  cornucopia 
of  blessings 

Sunday  is  Thanksgiving  Sunday.  The  following  Thursday  — 
Thanksgiving  —  is  one  of  my  favorite  days  of  the  year.  It  is  a  time  of 
prayerful  celebration  of  the  good  earth,  its  bounty,  and  God’s  blessings 
upon  our  land  and  each  creature. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  nostalgic  holiday  with  childhood  memories  — 
good  and  bad  flooding  our  minds  and  hearts. 

If  you  know  someone  who  will  be  alone  on  Thanksgiving  —  invite 
that  person  to  share  a  table  with  you. 

I  If  you  will  be  alone,  And  a  church  or  mission  serving  the  homeless 
and  poor  and  give  a  helping  hand  at  a  community  Thanksgiving  dinner, 
or  you  might  invite  other  “home  alone”  friends  to  share  a  meal. 

If  you  will  be  with  family,  let  the  day  be  a  true  time  of  thanking  God 
'  for  all  the  blessings  of  life  in  a  free  land;  let  the  day  be  focused  on 
Thanks-living! 


Louisiana  VIM  removes  3,000 
sandbags  during  Missouri  trip 


Members  of  Munholland  UMC, 
Metairie,  were  part  of  a  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM)  proj¬ 
ect  to  aid  flood  victims.  They  were 
among  teams  going  from  Sager- 
Brown  Disaster  Relief  Center  last 
month  to  St.  Genevieve,  Mo.,  Cath¬ 
erine  H.  Black,  Munholland  Com¬ 
munications  coordinator,  reports. 
Other  volunteers  were  from  Sims- 
boro  UMC  and  the  Center. 

During  a  cold,  four-day  period 
they  removed  3,000  sandbags  (10 
dump-truck  loads)  from  people’s 
yards.  They  also  gutted  water-dam¬ 
aged  homes,  prepared  walls  for 
sheet-rocking  and  installed  insula¬ 
tion  and  sheetrock. 

“Our  experience  left  us  with 
more  than  sore  backs,  smashed  fin¬ 
gers  and  congested  sinuses  from 
breathing  demolition  dust,”  Rev. 
Wybra  Price  II,  associate  pastor, 
said.  "More  lasting  are  the  friend¬ 
ships  made  in  St.  Genevieve,  the 
warm  feeling  from  helping  others 
and  the  fun  shared  by  all.” 

Upon  their  return,  a  symbolic 


Garbis  Kerimian,  LEFT,  mission 
volunteer  from  Munholland 
UMC,  Metairie,  presents  Rev. 
Wybra  Price,  associate  pastor, 
with  a  symbolic  sandbag  signed 
by  members  of  the  VIM  team. 


sandbag  was  signed  by  all  of  the 
mission  team  members  and  present¬ 
ed  to  Price,  who  is  in  charge  of  mis¬ 
sion  programs  for  Munholland. 


Tax  law  changes  relate 
to  clergy,  contributions 


Craig  Hoskins,  general  counsel,  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  Annual 
Conference  Treasurers,  gave  a  tax  up¬ 
date  on  some  issues  of  concern  to  both 
clergy  and,  lay  persons,  Dr.  Stone  W. 
Caraway,  Louisiana  Conference  trea¬ 
surer,  said. 

In  regard  to  the  income  tax  status  of 
UM  clergy,  the  Weber  Case-U.S.  Tax 
Court,  was  argued  Jan.  12-14,  this  year 
in  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  A  final  briefing 
was  completed  on  May  24.  A  decision 
could  come  any  time  after  60  days  from 
that  date.  Thus  far,  no  decision  has 
been  rendered.  Pending  the  decision, 
Hoskins  states,  “Our  position  remains 
that  the  UM  clergy  can  continue  to  file 
‘self-employed’  for  income  tax  pur¬ 
poses.” 

Revenue  Reconciliation 

Hoskins  also  spoke  about  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  Revenue  Reconciliation  Act 
of  1993  with  its  rates  and  rules.  In  re¬ 
gard  to  the  change  for  the  estimated  tax 
rule,  payment  of  90  per  cent  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  tax  liability  or  for  an  adjusted 
gross  income  of  under  $  1 50,000  paying 
100  per  cent  of  the  prior  year  tax  will 
avoid  a  penalty.  Clergy  should  take  into 
account  their  self-employment  tax  li¬ 
ability  in  figuring  out  their  estimated 
tax  payments. 

For  deductions,  there  are  some 
changes  in  requirements,  effective  Jan. 
1,  1994. 

In  regard  to  moving  expenses,  no 
longer  will  they  be  itemized  as  a  deduc¬ 
tion  but  as  an  adjustment  to  income  on 
the  front  of  Form  1040.  A  person  must 
also  move  more  than  50  miles  from  the 
old  place  of  work  (up  from  35  miles). 
Pre-move  house-hunting  trips  and  clos¬ 
ing  costs  no  longer  are  deductible  — 
only  costs  of  moving  household  goods 
and  personal  effects  and  cost  of  travel 


(lodging  but  not  meals)  incurred  in 
moving  from  the  old  to  the  new  home. 
Retired  persons  will  not  be  able  to 
claim  an  adjustment  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  only  available  to  those  moving  to  a 
principal  place  of  employment. 

Gifts  to  charity 

Concerning  charitable  contributions, 
written  acknowledgement  of  gifts  val¬ 
ued  at  $250  or  more,  either  in  cash  or 
property,  will  be  required  from  the 
charity  —  canceled  checks  will  no  long¬ 
er  suffice. 

For  gifts  over  $75  for  which  goods  or 
services  were  received  in  exchange 
(greater  than  $5  in  value),  the  recipient 
charity  must  inform  donor  that  only  ex¬ 
cess  over  the  value  received  is  deduct¬ 
ible.  Notification  must  be  written. 

There  are  also  changes  in  meals  and 
entertainment  deductions.  The  Internal 
Revenue  Service  has  reduced  this  item 
from  80  per  cent  to  50  per  cent  of  the 
cost.  A  business  purpose  must  be  evi¬ 
dent  during  or  immediately  before  or 
after  the  expense  is  incurred.  Entertain- 
ment.cannot  be  “lavish  or  extravagant” 
(IRS  per  diems  may  be  one  possible 
standard).  The  taxpayer  must  also  be 
present  for  a  deduction  to  be  accept¬ 
able.  Club  dues  are  no  longer  deduct¬ 
ible,  but  otherwise  deductible  expenses 
incurred  in  clubs  (meals)  may  be  if  they 
would  otherwise  qualify. 

Spouse's  travel 

In  1993  a  spouse’s  travel  can  be  de¬ 
ductible  if  a  spouse  has  a  business  pur¬ 
pose  for  traveling. 

In  1994,  the  spouse  or  dependent 
must  be  an  employee.  Otherwise  there 
is  no  deduction. 

Caraway  said,  “Please  confer  with 
your  tax  accountant  for  further  clarifi¬ 
cation  or  elaboration  on  these  various 
tax  laws.” 


Louisiana  ministers  visit  Cuba 

Church  is  new  'place  to  be'  for  young  people 


Churches  in  Cuba  are  filled  with 
enthusiastic  young  people  who  of¬ 
ten  lead  the  services  and  give  testi¬ 
monials.  Methodists  and  other 
Christian  churches  there  are  experi¬ 
encing  growth. 

House  Churches  are  worship 
places  for  people  to  meet  in  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  The  House  Churches 
keep  neighbors  in  touch  and  help 
them  to  grow  closer  together.  They 
also  result  from  lack  of  gasoline  for 
transportation  to  the  “normal” 
church  structures. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  unem¬ 
ployment  and  poverty.  The  people 
do  not  get  enough  to  eat.  Many 
drive  cars  from  the  fifties  or  earlier 
but  only  when  they  can  afford  gaso¬ 
line. 

These  and  other  observations 
were  made  by  the  five  Louisiana 
Conference  ministers  who  visited 
Cuba  last  month.  They  were  invited 
by  Bishop  Joe  Ajo  of  the  Cuban 
Methodist  Church.  The  trip  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  UMC.  Hosts  were  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Council  and  the  bishop. 

Asked  about  God 

“Nothing  could  have  prepared  us 
for  what  we  experienced,”  Rev. 
Tom  Howe,  pastor  of  Cornerstone 
UMC,  said.  “Everywhere  we  went 
people  wanted  to  know  about  God, 
not  only  in  the  churches  but  also  on 
the  streets.” 

Dr.  Jack  O’Dell,  pastor,  Grace 
UMC,  Ruston,  gave  an  altar  call  and 
over  100  people  went  to  the  altar  to 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  therapist- 
counselor  for  Crossroads  Regional 
Hospital  in  Alexandria  and  staff 
member  of  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
said  the  economy  of  Cuba  “has  all 
but  collapsed.” 

“In  Havana,  population  two  mil¬ 
lion,  buildings  are  decaying  and  lit¬ 
tered  streets  have  huge  pot-holes,” 
he  said. 

There  are  just  a  few  late  model 
cars;  gasoline  is  expensive  and  ra¬ 
tioned. 

The  ministers  did  not  see  any 
food  markets,  drug  stores  or  depart¬ 
ment  stores.  They  saw  only  a  few 
service  stations  in  Cuba. 

A  Cuban  family,  friends  of 
Blount  from  a  previous  trip,  said 
they  could  not  exist  without  the 
black  market.  “It  seemed  to  be 
nothing  more  than  entrepreneur- 
ship  at  work  —  people  peddling 
their  goods  for  a  few  dollars.  (One 
dollar  amounts  to  about  70  pesos 
on  the  black  market).  Those  who 
have  pesos  are  disadvantaged,"  he 
observed. 

When  the  USSR  was  dissolved 
there  was  no  longer  any  market  sup¬ 
port  for  Cuba.  The  United  States 
has  not  lifted  its  trade  embargo. 

“Ten  million  human  beings,  just 
90  miles  south  of  Florida  deserve 
far  more  than  mere  survival,” 
Blount  declared. 

Warmth  of  people 

The  visitors  were  impressed  with 
the  warmth  of  the  Cuban  people 
and  their  “genuine  hospitality.” 


“Severe  hunger  and  poverty 
abound”  they  observed.  People  are 
not  getting  enough  to  eat.  Using  ra¬ 
tion  books,  they  get  about  half  the 
calories  they  need.  They  are  thinner 
because  of  the  lack  of  balanced  di¬ 
ets  and  babies  are  bom  with  lower 
and  lower  body  weight. 

Ironically,  the  Cuban  health  care 
system  seems  to  be  working  fairly 
well.  They  do  not  have  all  the  medi¬ 
cines  they  need  but  they  have  the 
technology. 

Highly  sophisticated  medical 
equipment  was  being  used  in  a  gov¬ 
ernment-owned  pediatric  hospital 
the  pastors  toured.  The  hospital 
staff  treats  84,000  patients  a  year 
from  Haiti,  Nicaragua  and  sur¬ 
rounding  islands. 

The  ministers  asked  the  adminis¬ 
trator  whether  the  hospital  cares  for 
the  poverty  stricken.  He  replied, 
“Poverty  cannot  make  us  lose  our 
sense  of  values.” 

Education  is  a  high  priority,  al¬ 
though  under  funded.  Dedicated 
teachers  work  hard  in  spite  of  short¬ 
ages  of  pencils,  crayons,  books,  pa¬ 
per  and  other  supplies. 

The  Louisiana  ministers  were  es¬ 
pecially  impressed  with  the  resur¬ 
gence  of  the  church  in  Cuba  and  the 
numbers  of  young  people  in  them. 

Religious  freedom 

Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  pastor  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive-Hineston,  Fellowship 
UMC,  said,  “The  Cuban  govern¬ 
ment  is  more  open  today  toward  re¬ 
ligious  groups.” 

An  Ecumenical  Council  made  up  of 
Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopa¬ 
lians  and  Roman  Catholics  appeared 
before  Castro  and  asked  for  greater 
consideration  for  the  growth  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  He  responded  positively. 

Both  Castro  and  Parliament 
members  now  say  they  see  the  value 
of  spirituality  for  the  people.  Now 
in  many  congregations,  attendance 
is  four  times  what  it  was  only  two 
years  ago. 

“Marianao  Methodist  Church, 
(out  from  Havana)  which  about  10 
years  ago  had  been  struggling,  now 
has  over  500  members,”  Rev.  Jose’ 
Garcia  said.  “Most  of  the  members 
of  that  church  are  young  people 
who  have  been  touched  by  God.” 

On  a  Monday  night  175  gathered 
for  Bible  study  and  a  time  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving. 

“The  young  people  bring  with 
them  an  enthusiasm  that  is  conta¬ 
gious,”  Howe  mentioned.  “Their 
willingness  to  discuss  their  faith 
and  issues  have  made  the  church 
the  new  ‘place  to  be’  in  Cuba.” 

Garcia,  pastor  of  Belcher-Oil 
City-Mooringsport  UMC,  who 
speaks  the  language  fluently,  inter¬ 
preted  for  the  ministers. 

“We  visited  a  nursing  home 
owned  and  run  by  the  Methodist 
Church  there,”  he  mentioned. 
“This  was  a  special  time  and  we 
talked  with  the  wonderful,  elderly 
people.  There  was  a  92  year  old 
woman  who  was  referred  to  as  an 
“old  prayer  warrior.”  She  said  she 
prayed  for  people  and  countries  of 
the  world.  She  told  us  she  had  been 
praying  for  the  United  States.” 


How  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
can  help  our  fellow  Christians  in  Cuba 


Rev.  Tom  Howe  said  the  five 
Louisiana  ministers  who  took  the 
recent  trip  to  Cuba  are  planning  to 
speak  to  groups  around  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  They  will  tell  about  the  needs 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba 
and  how  we  may  best  be  in  mission 
to  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 
in  that  country. 

Our  Conference  can,  in  turn,  re¬ 
ceive  a  blessing.  Perhaps  we  can 
learn  how  to  get  large  numbers  of 
our  young  people  excited  about  and 
attending  churches  again. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  two  fu¬ 
ture  trips  to  Cuba  —  one  in  the  fall 
of  1994  and  another  in  the  summer 
of  1995,  both  for  hands-on  teach¬ 
ing. 

In  the  meantime,  there  are  ways 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  can 
show  we  care  about  our  fellow 


Christians  in  Cuba.  Money  or  goods 
cannot  be  sent  directly  without  vio¬ 
lating  the  embargo,  but  can  go 
through  church  contacts. 

There  is  a  need  for  churches  to 
adopt  sister  relationships  with 
churches  in  Cuba  or  sponsor  one  of 
the  House  Churches  or  missions. 

To  inquire  about  ways  to  help 
any  of  these,  write  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary:  Philip  Wingeier-Rayo,  Cal- 
lek,  No  502,  Vedado,  LaHavana  4, 
Cuba,  10400;  FAX  33-31-35.  Or 
contact  Howe,  5276  Bullard  Ave., 
New  Orleans,  70128,  504-242- 
4090. 

To  give  to  the  work  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary,  designate  offerings  for; 
General  Advance  No.  010754-4AS. 
For  work  in  Cuba,  in  general,  desig¬ 
nate  donations  for;  General  Ad¬ 
vance,  No.  982450-8. 


Rev.  Tom  Howe  and  Dr.  Jack 
during  trip  to  Cuba. 


visit  with  seminary  students 


This  Cuban  mother  and  son  are 
in  a  Havana  pediatric  hospital. 


This  chapel  is  at  the  Evangelical 
Seminary  in  Matanzas,  Cuba. 


Dr.  Henry  Blount,  LEFT,  talks  with  the  editor-in-chief  and  other  Cu¬ 
ban  Methodists  who  periodically  go  to  the  Methodist  Center  to 
write  literature  for  church  schools  in  Cuba. 


Louisiana  youth,  adult  leaders  to  attend 
UN  Seminar  in  Capital  and  New  York 

Young  people  and  their  leaders  from  1 3  churches  and  seven  districts  will 
participate  in  the  United  Nations  Seminar  on  National  and  International 
Affairs  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  New  York  City  Nov.  19-27,  Carolyn 
Dove,  Conference  youth  coordinator,  said. 

The  national  study  seminar  is  sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Division  and 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  47  participants  also  will  tour  monuments  and  museums  and  the 
U  S.  Capitol  in  Washington.  In  New  York  City  they  will  visit  the  United 
Nations  Building,  attend  Radio  City  Music  Hall’s  “Christmas  Spectacu¬ 
lar.”  Macy’s  Thanksgiving  Day  Parade,  shop  and  see  other  sites. 

Many  of  the  youth  groups  have  held  fund-raising  events  throughout  the 
year  to  help  pay  expenses. 

Specialists  to  speak 

Since  the  seminar  is  held  in  the  Church  Center  across  from  the  United 
Nations  Building  in  New  York  and  the  United  Methodist  Building  across 
from  the  Capitol  in  Washington,  many  leaders  and  specialists  for  the  UN 
and  the  US  Government  will  provide  leaders. 

The  issue  for  this  year,  “Confronting  Racism  and  Embracing  Diversity" 
was  selected  by  a  planning  committee  of  youth  and  adults. 

Similar  seminars  are  held  throughout  the  year  for  groups  from  across  the 
country  who  desire  to  take  a  deeper  look  at  national  and  international  con¬ 
cerns,  Dove  said. 

Participants  will  have  opportunities  to  talk  with  specialists  in  global 
events,  history,  politics  and  economics.  Information  also  will  be  provided 
through  films,  simulated  experiences,  small  groups  and  the  speakers. 


Participating  churches 

Seminar  participants  from  the  following  churches  have  registered  to  at¬ 
tend:  Clanton  Chapel,  Dulac;  Calvary  UMC,  Thibodaux;  Horseshoe  Drive 
and  St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  Alexandria;  Nolley  Memorial  UMC,  Jena;  Trinity 
UMC,  Bunkie. 

Also,  Scott-Shiloh  UMC,  Port  Allen;  Warren  UMC,  Lake  Charles;  West- 
lake  UMC;  First  UMC  and  New  Church  UMC  in  Monroe;  St.  Timothy- 
on-the-North  Shore  UMC,  Mandeville,  and  Noel  UMC  in  Shreveport. 


Faith  forum 


NOVEMBER  19,  1993 
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Sex  survey  no  guide  to  fidelity 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


A  recent  survey  purports  to  show 
adultery  in  the  U.S.  to  be  less  com¬ 
mon  than  generally  assumed.  Good 
news,  right? 

Maybe.  Maybe  not— particularly 
if  one  equates  decreased  adultery 
with  increased  marital  fidelity. 

The  facts  are  these: 

The  survey,  taken  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chicago's  National  Opinion 
Research  Center,  found  that  about 
1 5  percent  of  married  or  previously 
married  Americans  have  cheated  on 
a  spouse. 

That  is  considerably  lower  than 
findings  of  other  similar  surveys, 
some  scientific,  others  informal.  A 


Editorial 


1976  study,  for  example,  found,  that 
a  whopping  75  percent  of  women 
who  had  been  married  more  than 
five  years  had  had  affairs. 

On  the  optimistic  side,  one  might 
wonder  if  a  general  (and  heretofore 
unnoticed!)  improvement  in  the 
moral  climate  has  occurred  during 
the  last  17  years.  Or,  more  plausi¬ 
bly,  one  might  ask  if  the  specter  of 
AIDS  has  inhibited  extramarital  ac¬ 
tivity. 

Given  the  intimate  nature  of  the 
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The  heartwarming  glow  of  a  marriage  covenant,  often  symbolized 
by  the  bride  and  groom  lighting  a  candle  of  union,  can  extinguish 
quickly  when  infidelity  invades.  While  a  recent  survey  seems  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  adulterous  acts  have  waned,  there  is  no  way  but  soul- 
searching  to  ascertain  whether  the  sanctity  of  the  commitment  has, 
been  sustained  (see  editorial  above). 


topic,  we  feel  fairly  sure  that  no¬ 
body  knows  for  sure.  We  agree  with 
the  chief  researcher  for  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chicago  study: 

“There  are  probably  more  scien¬ 
tifically  worthless  ‘facts’  on  extra¬ 
marital  relations  than  on  any  other 
facet  of  human  behavior.” 

What  is  clear  to  us  is  this: 

From  a  Christian  perspective,  it 
is  a  mistake  on  practical  and  theo¬ 
logical  grounds  to  use  such  surveys 
to  assess  the  state  of  fidelity  in  mar¬ 
ital  relationships. 

In  practical  terms,  sexual  exclu¬ 
siveness  within  marriage  is  merely  a 
single,  albeit  important,  expression 
of  faithfulness  to  one’s  partner. 
Other  expressions  of  fidelity — such 
as  honesty,  bearing  each  other’s 
burdens  “for  better  or  for  worse,” 
and  unconditional  love  and  re¬ 
spect — are  equally  vital  to  the  spiri¬ 
tual  health  of  the  marriage 
covenant. 

In  theological  terms,  adultery  is 
not  merely — and  perhaps  not  pri¬ 
marily — a  matter  of  sex.  At  its  most 
fundamental  level,  adultery  is  a 
matter  of  attitude  and  spirit.  “Ev¬ 
eryone  who  looks  at  a  woman  with 
lust  has  already  committed  adultery 
with  her  in  his  heart”  (Matthew 
5:28). 

Which  is  to  say,  one  can  be  out¬ 
wardly  blameless  but  inwardly  dis¬ 
loyal  to  one’s  marriage  vows  to 
“keep  thee  only  unto"  each  other. 

For  better  or  worse,  surveys  can¬ 
not  adequately  measure  such  interi¬ 
or  realities.  But,  as  indicators  of  a 
vital  dimension  of  marriage  and  life 
itself — the  sanctity  of  personal 
commitments— they  can  serve  a 
useful  purpose.  That’s  particularly 
so  if  they  prompt  serious  reflection 
on  the  meaning  and  importance  of 
fidelity  in  marriage  and  in  relation¬ 
ships  in  general. 

We  encourage  such  reflection  in 
light  of  biblical  teachings  among 
couples,  Sunday  school  discussion 
groups  and  church  youth  groups. 

At  least  one  truth  should  emerge 
from  such  reflections:  One’s  sexual 
conduct  reflects  the  state  of  one’s 
soul,  as  do  all  outer  expressions  of 
one’s  human  relationships. 

In  light  of  that  measure,  how  is  it 
with  your  soul? 


Photo  Contest 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
announces  its  first  "Images  of  Faith" 
Photoi  Contest  for  readers.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  contest  is  to  showcase 
the  best  of  church-  and  faith-related 
photography.  Phqtos  should  show 
church-  and  faith-related  subjects 
and  topics. 

£33  PRIZES: 

First  place:  $50. 

Second  place:  $25. 

Third  place  :  $15. 

Honorable  Mention:  $10. 

Judging  will  be  done  by  the  UMR 
staff.  Each  award  winning  entry  will 
be  published  in  the  Dec.  31,  1993 
issue  of  the  Reporter. 

^OFFICIAL  RULES: 

Photos  can  be  color  or  black  and  white. 
No  slides  or  negatives. 

Minimum  size  is  3"  by  5". 

Maximum  size  is  8"  by  10". 

3  entries  per  person  maximum. 

No  photos  will  be  returned. 

All  photos  become  the  property  of  UMR 
and  may  be  used  in  a  future  publication. 

If  the  photo  is  published  later  the  pho¬ 
tographer  will  receive  the  usual  publica¬ 
tion  payment.  Contest  is  open  to  all 
readers  except  employees  of  UMR.  UMR 
will  not  be  responsible  for  lost,  late,  mis¬ 
directed,  mutilated  or  otherwise  undeliv¬ 
erable  mail. 

30  HOW  TO  ENTER: 

On  a  separate  sheet,  attach  the 
following  info  to  your  photo  : 

Photographer's  name,  address,  and 
telephone  number. 

Name  of  photographer's  church. 
Identity  of  persons  in  the  photo  and 
where  the  photo  was  taken. 

(Don’t  write  directly  on  the  front  or 
back  of  your  photo.) 

Send  the  photo  to: 

"Images  of  Faith”  Contest 
UMR 

2520  W.  Commerce  St. 

Dallas,  Texas  75212 

E53  DEADLINE:  Photos  must 
reach  UMR  by  Dec.  13,  1993. 


Now  that  iveVe  heard 
from  Rosemary  Ruether, . . 


Unexpected  reply  reveals  a  Christian's  wounds 


The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro 
. . .  past  WCC  chief  executive 


Only  two  of  us  were  aboard  the 
hotel  courtesy  van  during  a  recent 
run  to  Chicago’s  O’Hare  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport.  It  was,  nevertheless, 
a  distinguished  gathering. 

That's  because  my  traveling  part¬ 
ner  for  the  10-minute  ride  was  none 
other  than  the  Rev.  Emilio  Castro, 
former  chief  executive  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  Dr.  Castro 
was  returning  to  his  native  Uruguay 
following  a  meeting  of  ecumenical 
leaders. 

As  leader  of  the  World  Council 
during  turbulent  years  worldwide 
(1985-92),  Dr.  Castro  frequently 
was  the  target  of  criticism  by  U.S. 
Christians,  many  of  whom  knew  lit¬ 
tle  about  the  man  or  his  organiza¬ 
tion  of  some  300  church  bodies 
from  around  the  globe. 

He  took  the  heat  any  time  WCC 


Faithfully  yours 


fib 

Stephen  L. 

Swecker  is  Editor- 

w 

at-Large  of  the 
Reporter. 

pronouncements  appeared  to  reflect 
badly  on  the  U.S.,  just  as  they  did, 
for  example,  when  its  members  op¬ 
posed  U.S.  military  action  in  the 
Persian  Gulf. 

Such  is  the  price  leaders  often 
pay,  particularly  those  who,  with 
their  followers,  dare  to  be  prophet¬ 
ic.  The  Bible  tells  lots  of  stories 
about  such  people  and  the  unpleas- 


What  others  are  saying 


“Human  life  is  so  distorted  and 
distorting  that  the  grace  of  God  is 
broken  to  pieces  by  it  like  light 
through  a  prism  and  reaches  us 
looking  like  everything  except  what 
it  is.” 

— Author  Frederick  Buechner,  writ¬ 
ing  in  “Review.” 

*  *  * 

“The  pulpit’s  true  power  is  to 
connect  ordinary  people’s  everyday 
experience  with  the  extraordinary 
presence  of  God.” 

—The  Rev.  Barbara  Brown  Taylor, 
Episcopal  priest  in  Clarkesville,  Ga., 
writing  in  “Christian  Century”  mag¬ 
azine. 


“By  giving  things  away,  we  un¬ 
dermine  the  power  of  the  world.” 

—Jacques  Ellul  in  “Ministry  of 
Money.” 


“The  media  function  with  such 
centralized  economic  and  political 
power  that  genuine  competition  of 
ideas  in  society  is  becoming  sup¬ 
pressed.  This  is  a  moral — indeed,  a 
religious — issue,  because  without  in¬ 
formation,  people  are  less  human. 
One  of  our  tasks  as  Christians  is  to 
challenge  the  media  power  and  prin¬ 
cipality,  to  work  toward  ways  of 
opening  up  the  communication  pro¬ 
cess  in  society  for  the  widest  possible 


exchange  of  views  and  ideas.” 

— The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  United 
Methodist  expert  on  media  and  reli¬ 
gion,  quoted  in  “The  Other  Side” 
magazine. 

*  *  * 

“We  live  in  a  culture  of  disbelief 
not  because  the  media  or  nonbeliev¬ 
ers  want  it  that  way,  but  because 
those  who  claim  to  be  religious  are 
afraid  someone  will  say  they  sound 
‘like  Bakker  and  Swaggart.’  Who 
wants  to  be  known  as  someone  who 
listens  to  an  unseen  power?  That’s 
weird.” 

— The  Rev.  James  Wall,  editor  of 
“Christian  Century”  magazine. 

*  *  * 
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ant  things  that  can  happen  to  them. 

Hence,  I  wondered  out  loud  as  we 
approached  the  terminal,  what  Dr. 
Castro  recalled  as  his  most  painful 
moment  during  his  tenure  at  the 
World  Council? 

As  he  closed  his  eyes  to  reflect  on 
my  question,  I  anticipated  a  re¬ 
sponse  that  would  mention  one  of 
many  agonizing  challenges  of  his 
time  in  office:  South  African  apart¬ 
heid,  turmoil  in  Eastern  Europe  and 
Russia  after  the  fall  of  communism, 
the  Middle  East,  tensions  between 
the  WCC  and  its  Orthodox  mem¬ 
bers — to  name  a  few  possibilities. 

His  unexpected  reply  moved  me. 

Speaking  English  in  soft  Spanish 
accents,  Dr.  Castro  opened  his  eyes 
and  said: 

“The  most  painful  moment  was  a 
time  that  I  had  to  let  a  staff  member 
go.  That  was  very,  very  painful,  to  af¬ 
fect  another  person’s  life  like  that.” 

Then,  his  face  gently  contorted  by 
the  hurtful  memory,  he  asked  rhe¬ 
torically: 

“After  all,  who  am  I  to  play 
God?" 

It  is  easy  these  days  to  be  cynical 
about  our  leaders,  both  secular  and 
spiritual.  I  fall  into  that  mode  my¬ 
self  at  times,  distressed  as  many  are 
by  the  seeming  loss  of  a  human 
bond  between  our  leaders  and  the 
rest  of  us. 

Big  events,  big  problems  and  big 
responsibilities  can  breed  big  egos 
that  have  no  time  to  worry  about  the 
“little”  problems  of  “little”  people. 

By  his  obvious  anguish  remember¬ 
ing  a  hard  personnel  decision,  how¬ 
ever,  I  believe  Emilio  Castro  was  not 
that  kind  of  leader.  He  did  not  want 
nor  need  to  play  God  because  he 
knows  what  some  of  us  have  yet  to 
leam: 

That  job’s  already  taken. 

You  may  not  have  always  agreed 
with  Emilio  Castro  or  his  actions  as 
head  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  I  know  that  I  didn’t.  But 
perhaps  you’ll  be  reassured  to  know 
as  I  am  of  the  kind  of  wounds  that  he 
bears. 

They  are,  I  believe,  the  wounds  of 
one  who  knows  the  tragedy  of  human 
limits  and  who  truly  cares  for  every 
human  life. 

They  are,  in  other  words,  the 
wounds  of  a  Christian. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Well,  now  that  we’ve  heard  from 
Rosemary  Ruether  we  all  can  say 
“Thank  God!”  and  f 
lay  aside  quaint  St.  [ 

Paul  and  his  te¬ 
dious  views  on  sal- L 
vation  and  saving! 
grace  (see  UMR, I 
Oct.  15). 

And  since  we’re  L 
freed  from  the  tire-  Rosemary  Ruether 
some  imperative  of  bringing  Jews  to 
Christ  why  bother  with  evangelizing 
anyone? 

Isn’t  it  wonderful  to  find  our¬ 
selves  liberated  from  the  burden 
and  bother  of  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion?  Hallelujah! 

George  S.  Rigby  Jr. 

Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Hare-brained  theology 

It  is  no  small  wonder  United 
Methodism  is  falling  apart  at  the 
seams  when  you  print  in  your  news¬ 
paper  hare-brained  theology  that 
sounds  like  grocery-store  tabloid 
material  (see  UMR,  Oct.  15). 

Dr.  Rosemary  Radford  Ruether 
says,  “Jews  have  a  saving  relation 
to  God  through  the  Torah.”  Try  to 
sell  that  lie  to  my  Christian  brothers 
and  sisters  who  are  Jews  or  try  that 
on  the  "Jews  for  Jesus." 

Maybe  you  are  going  to  tell  me 
there  is  no  hell,  that  I  should  fall  for 
the  liberal  doctrine  of  pluralism 
propagated  by  the  Parliament  of 
World  Religions  in  Chicago.  Maybe 
you  are  going  to  tell  me  a  homosex¬ 
ual  is  not  a  pervert,  that  alcoholics 
have  a  disease  and  not  a  bad  habit, 
that  a  fetus  is  not  a  human  being, 
and  abortion  is  not  murder. 

I  had  intended  to  quote  you  some 
Scripture,  but  I  use  a  King  James 
translation  and  I  doubt  if  you 
would  believe  it.  In  the  meantime,  I 
will  put  your  rag  newspaper,  until 
you  print  truth,  into  the  waste  bas¬ 
ket  with  the  rest  of  the  trash. 

Charles  W.  Hill 
Pevely,  Missouri 

Deserving  comment 

Your  Oct.  22  editorial  about  the 
role  American  Christians  should 
play  in  influencing  foreign  policy 
and  encouraging  our  leaders  de¬ 
serves  comment. 

You  state,  “Checked  by  the  other, 
neither  the  U.  S.  nor  the  USSR 
dared  willy-nilly  to  impose  its  will 
on  other  nations,  much  less  on  each 
other.”  In  the  case  of  the  Russians, 
that  doesn’t  square  with  history  as  I 
understand  it. 

The  communization  of  the  Baltic 
states,  the  eastern  part  of  Germany, 
and  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Hunga¬ 
ry,  Romania,  and  Bulgaria,  from  what 
I  read  of  history,  was  indeed  a  Soviet 
imposition  of  will  on  them.  And  the 
United  States  did  nothing  about  that, 
so  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  our  power 
held  Moscow  in  check.  Rather,  Mos¬ 
cow’s  power  to  plunge  the  world  into 
war  held  us  in  check. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  “all  have 
sinned  and  that  potential  for  good 
and  evil  exists  throughout  creation, 
including  both  individuals  and  na¬ 
tions.” 

William  R.  Brown 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

I  valued  stories 

The  Oct.  15  articles  on  Christian¬ 
ity  and  the  media  were  excellent.  I 
especially  valued 
the  insights  given 
by  Ervin  Duggan 
from  the  Federal 
Communications 
Commission.  As 
Mr.  Duggan  stat¬ 
ed,  we  need  far 
Ervin  Duggan  more  responsibil¬ 
ity  along  with  our  freedom. 

Society  at  large  no  longer  sup¬ 
ports  Christian  parents  in  instilling 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

proper  values  in  our  children.  TV, 
movies  and  even  the  public  schools 
often  promote  behavior  in  direct 
opposition  to  Christian  ethics. 

Christians  truly  are  the  counter¬ 
culture  of  the  1990’s.  Let  us  pray 
that  like  Jesus  Christ  and  Paul,  we 
can  make  a  positive  difference  in 
today’s  decadent  society. 

Jim  Antosh 

Shawnee,  Oklahoma 

A  contrary  opinion 

Having  just  finished  reading  the 
article  in  your  Oct.  15  issue  “Are 
talk  shows  closed  to  Christian  val¬ 
ues?”  I  feel  compelled  to  express  a 
concern  that  may  appear  to  be  con¬ 
trary  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 
article. 

Professor  Helen  Sterk  is  quoted 
as  having  said  that  the  only  thing 
that  most  of  the  shows  do  not  toler¬ 
ate  is  moral  judgment. 

As  an  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister  and  a  licensed  marriage, 
family  and  child  counselor,  I  would 
suggest  that  one  of  the  reasons  that 
our  churches  have  not  been  more 
successful  in  ministering  to  individ¬ 
uals  is  because  we  have  been  too 
quick  to  express  moral  judgment. 
We’ve  already  labeled  their  behavior 
as  “sin”  and  we’ve  been  too  slow  to 
accept  individuals  for  who  they  are, 
thus  offering  them  the  opportunity  to 
aspire  to  living  out  their  claims  to  be¬ 
ing  children  of  God. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  attach 
“Christian”  labels  to  values  in  or¬ 
der  to  recognize  them  as  having 
their  origins  in  God. 

We  should  rejoice  rather  than 
complain  when  popular  talk  shows 
express  values  such  as  love  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  rather  than  hate  and  ex¬ 
clusivity.  My  acquaintance  with 
these  shows  has  been  limited  pri¬ 
marily  to  Oprah  Winfrey  but  I  have 
been  impressed  with  her  ability  to 
accept  people  for  who  they  are. 

William  Porter 

Berkeley,  California 

Oprah's  not  closed 

Helen  Sterk  (see  UMR,  Oct.  15) 
is  mistaken  if  she  feels  that  Oprah 
Winfrey  is  one  of  I 
the  talk  show  [ 
hosts  who  is 
closed  to  Chris¬ 
tian  values.  Phil 
Donahue,  yes,  but 
Oprah,  in  no  way. 

Oprah  Win-  I 
frey’s  shows  more  Oprah  Winfrey 
often  than  not  are  helpful,  inspir¬ 
ing,  and  supportive  of  those  who 
have  been  seriously  wounded  by 
life.  She  is  not  afraid  to  mention 
God’s  intervention  in  her  own  life. 

Margaret  Pettigrew 

Pittsburg,  California 


Book 


(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  105:4) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  21 

Sunday:  Psalms  100:1-3 
Monday:  Psalms  100:4-5 
Tuesday:  Ezekiel  34:11-16 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  34:20-24 
Thursday:  Ephesians  1:15-19 
Friday:  Ephesians  1:20-23 
Saturday:  Matthew  25:31-46 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Praise  the  Lord!  O  give  thanks  to 
the  Lord,  for  he  is  good;  for  his  stead¬ 
fast  love  endures  forever.”  (NRSV) 


Chapter  Verse 
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Iliff  Week 
of 

Graduate 

Lectures 


January  24-27,  1994 

Preachers : 

The  Rev.  Beverly  J.  Shamana 
The  Rev.  Eugene  L.  Lowry 

i 

Lecturers: 

Dr.  Kent  H.  Richards 
Dr.  Teresia  M.  Hinga 
Dr.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 
Dr.  Marjorie  Suchocki 

Plus  workshops  and  public  forums 
designed  for  clergy  and  laity.  Topics 
include  Jewish/Christian  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  preaching,  moral  and  pastoral 
crises,  biblical  interpretation,  and 
Muslims  inAmerica. 

For  complete  information 
write  or  call: 

The  Iliff  Institute 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  CO  80210 
(303)  744-1287 
or 

1-800-678-3360 
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I  he  cutting-edge  theology 
f  ol  Wolftiart  Pannenberg. 

^  s  The  wit  and  wisdom  of  Thomas 
Morris.  The  doctrinal  distinctives  of 
Jiirgen  Molttnann.  Asbuty  Seminary 
students  are  challenged  to  think. 

Year-in  and  year-out,  world-class 
lecturers  stimulate  the  Asbuiy 
community.  Elizabeth  Achtemeier 
(Union),  C.K.  Barrett  (Durham), 
Patrick  Miller  (Princeton)  and 
Donald  English  (World  Metho¬ 
dist  Council)  have  each  spoken 
in  recent  years. 


"I  don’t  know  of  another 
seminaiy  that  combines 
sound  learning  and  vital 
piety  like  Asbury  Seminaiy.” 

—  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnani 
World  Melhodut  Council 


These  high-caliber  lecture¬ 
ships  complement  a  scholarly 
faculty.  With  doctorates  from  the 
world  s  leading  institutions,  professors 
teach  students  to  think  clearly  and 
biblically.  Asburians  develop  a 
thoroughly  Christian  worldview. 

So  il  you  want  a  stimulating 
thought  life,  study  at  Asbury.  Call 
the  director  ol  admissions  today  at 
1-800-2- ASBURY  to  learn  more 
about  degree  programs  and  future 
lectureships. 


Faith 
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Russian  church  thrives  despite  backlash 


Call  from  Russia:  "Shall  I  baptize  the  prisoners?' 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — The  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey's  eyes  gleam  with 
delight  when  he  tells  the  story  of 
United  Methodist  mission  work  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union. 

He  knows  that  story  firsthand. 

Through  a  special  ministerial  ap¬ 
pointment,  Dr.  Ramsey  has  served 
as  United  Methodist  director  of 
church  development  in  ttye  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent  States. 
In  that  position  he  assisted 
churches  in  the  United  States  estab¬ 
lish  “sister  relationships”  with  po¬ 
tential  congregations  in  the  CIS. 

New  position 

Starting  in  January,  Dr.  Ramsey 
will  begin  a  new  ministry  as  a  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  in  developing 
a  new  model  for  church  develop¬ 
ment  in  countries  like  Russia  where 
the  relief  agency  has  provided  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid. 

Speaking  to  elected  directors  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  meeting  recently  in  Stam¬ 
ford,  Conn.,  Dr.  Ramsey  described 
a  new  prison  ministry  led  by  UM- 
COR  board  member  Lydia  Isto¬ 
mina.  She  is  the  lay  pastor  of  the 
Ekaterinburg  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Located  near  the  Ural  Moun¬ 
tains,  Ekaterinburg  is  also  the 
hometown  of  the  family  of  Russian 
President  Boris  Yeltsin. 

The  growing  ministries  at  the 
Ekaterinburg  church  are  no  surprise 


to  Dr.  Ramsey.  The  church  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1990,  in  partnership 
with  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  La.,  when  he 
was  Broadmoor's  senior  pastor. 

“When  Lydia  asked  if  her  church 
could  start  a  prison  ministry,  the 
prison  staff  said  it  was  a  waste  of 
time,”  said  Dr.  Ramsey. 

“They  told  her  the  men  were 
criminals  and  were  not  interested  in 
church.  But  she  persisted  and  talked 
the  prison  officials  into  allowing  her 
group  to  have  prayer  with  the  pris¬ 
on  men. 

“To  her  surprise,  the  prisoners 
were  very  receptive  to  the  church’s 
prison  visit.  In  fact,  one  day  I  got  a 
call  from  Lydia — all  the  way  here  in 
the  United  States — about  the  pris¬ 
on  ministry.  She  seemed  most  dis¬ 
tressed. 

'Shall  I  baptize  them?' 

“She  said,  ‘The  prisoners  want  us 
to  baptize  them  and  have  regular 
services.  Shall  I  baptize  them?' 

“I  said,  ‘Of  course,’  ”  exclaimed 
Dr.  Ramsey. 

That  call  came  in  January,  1992. 
Over  the  past  two  years,  Ms.  Isto¬ 
mina  has  baptized  some  200  prison¬ 
ers.  Dr.  Ramsey  even  baptized  49 
men  during  a  visit  to  the  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  Church  last  summer. 

Now  Ms.  Istomina  and  20  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church’s  choir  visit  the 
prison  every  Sunday  to  lead  prayer 
and  worship. 

In  addition,  the  prisoners  take 
regular  offerings  from  the  rubles 


Lydia  Istomina, 
lay  pastor 
of  the 
Ekaterinburg 
United 
Methodist 
Church  in 
Ekaterinburg, 
Russia,  started 
a  ministry  for 
the  city's 
prison.  Soon, 
the  prisoners 
were 
requesting 
regular 
services  and  to 
be  baptized. 


they  eam  making  products  in  the 
prison  shop.  They  give  the  money 
to  the  Ekaterinburg  church  for  out¬ 
reach  ministries  to  orphans  in  the 
city. 

Today,  the  1,000-member  Ekate¬ 
rinburg  congregation  supports: 
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•  Two  soup  kitchens. 

•  A  special  education  program  for 
the  hearing  impaired  and  mentally 
disabled. 

•  A  primary  school  for  kindergar¬ 
ten  through  fifth  grade. 

•  An  out-patient  clinic. 


Stimulate  Your 


CALIFORNIA  FIRES:  For  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Laguna  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Oct.  31  Sunday  service  offered  a 
way  to  come  together  after  a  major  fire  de¬ 
stroyed  366  homes  and  businesses,  including 
some  owned  by  members.  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Altadena  and  Pasadena  were  also 
assessing  needs  and  planning  responses  in  their 
communities,  also  hit  by  the  fires  that  plagued 
southern  California  in  late  October.  The  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  reported  no 
damage  to  churches  but  minor  damage  to  the 
Lazy  W  campsite  near  San  Juan  Capistrano. 
The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  re¬ 
sponded  with  an  initial  emergency  grant  of 
$10,000.  Donations  can  be  made  to  UMCOR’s 
California  Fires,  Advance  No.  901328-5. 


NOTHING  OFFICIAL  ON  NAFTA: 

Contrary  to  information  in  a  column  in  The 
Nov.  9  issue  of  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  not  opposing  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (see 
UMR  Nov.  12).  The  denomination  has  no  posi¬ 
tion  on  NAFTA,  according  to  Bishop  C.P.  Min- 
nick  Jr.,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  president  of  the 
church’s  Council  of  Bishops.  In  its  “Review  & 
Outlook”  column,  the  Journal  said:  “Besides 
Messrs.  (Ross)  Perot  and  (Pat)  Buchanan,  also 
notable  for  their  efforts  with  an  anti-NAFTA 
theme  (among  others  is)  . . .  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.” 


RULINGS  OPPOSED:  Keen  disappoint¬ 
ment  was  expressed  about  the  recent  Judicial 
|  Council  rulings  from  the  ex- 
I  ecutive  committee  of  the 
board  of  Good  News,  an 
unofficial  United  Method¬ 
ist  evangelical  renewal 
movement.  Its  “mixed  bag” 
of  rulings  will  settle  little  in 
the  on-going  debate  over 
the  controversial  issue  of 
lames  Heidinger  homosexuality  and  same- 
sex  unions,  said  the  group’s  spokesman,  the  Rev. 
James  V.  Heidinger  II.  The  Judicial  Council — 
the  church’s  “supreme  court” — met  in  session 
Oct.  27-30  in  Atlanta. 


RIVERBOAT  VOTE:  United  Methodists 

in  Indiana  say  they  won’t  end  the  battle  against 
riverboat  gambling  along  the  Ohio  River  and  on 
Lake  Michigan,  despite  a  referendum  that  was 
passed  allowing  it  in  their  communities.  Led  by 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (In¬ 
diana  Area),  the  church’s  “vote  no”  campaign 
was  successful  in  four  counties.  However,  the 
referendum  was  approved  in  seven.  The  bishop 
thanked  United  Methodists  who  openly  op¬ 
posed  riverboat  gambling,  and  asked  them  to 
“continue  to  advocate  for  higher  aspirations  of 
the  community.” 


HEALTH  CARE:  In  closing  sessions  of 
their  weeklong  meeting,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Bishops  approved  a  resolution  on 
health  care  in  the  United  States.  They  encour¬ 
aged  United  Methodists  to  “participate  fully  in 
the  discussion,  debate  and  decision-making  on 
this  vital  question”  and  pointed  to  a  longer  doc¬ 
ument  adopted  by  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body  in  1992  calling  for  universal  access  to 
health  care. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Winter  has  ar¬ 
rived  in  Russia,  but  the  chill 
wind  blowing  on  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  that  former  Soviet 
country  is  not  from  the  weather. 

Rather,  the  chilling  effect  on 
missionary  efforts  in  Russia 
comes  from  a  backlash  against 
the  vast  numbers  of  missionaries 
from  many  different  faith  groups 
who  have  flooded  into  the  region 
since  the  fall  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

That  was  the  report  of  Bishop 
Ruediger  Minor  (Eurasia  Area) 
to  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  at  their  recent  meet¬ 
ing  in  Atlanta. 

The  chill  becomes  real  in  pro¬ 
posed  Russian  legislation  which 
would  curtail  missionary  efforts 


PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BAIAY 

NORCROSS,  Ga. — From  left.  United  Methodist  Bishops  Ruediger  Minor  (Eurasia  Area),  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  (Boston  Area),  Carlton  P.  Minnick  (Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area)  and  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco 
Area)  collect  winter  coats  bound  for  Armenia  in  the  former  Soviet  Union.  About  75  coats  plus  $400 
for  shipping  costs  were  donated  by  the  bishops  and  their  spouses.  The  coats  will  be  added  to  some 
120,000  coats,  valued  at  more  than  $1.5  million,  collected  for  refugees  in  Armenia  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists  across  the  church. 

Diplomat  seeks  more  spiritual  aid 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn— Now, 
more  than  ever  before,  the  Soviet 
people  need  the  “spiritual  values 
offered  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Those  were  the  words  of  Ella 
Pamfilova,  minister  for  social 
protection  for  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States, 
and  delegate  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  during  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“Quite  differently  from  other 


people,  I  don’t  think  Russians 
can  cope  with  their  problems,” 
said  Dr.  Pamfilova  through  an 
interpreter.  “But  I  know  you  are 
sincere  in  your  desire  to  help  and 
that  you  will  help  us.’ 

Dr.  Pamfi-  ^ 
lova  has  the 
responsibility  f 
of  developing 
social  welfare 
programs  for 
her  country. 

Along  with 
Larisa  A.  Gla- 
dyshera,  of  the 
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Ella  Pamfilova 


Elisabeth  Fedorovna  Russian 


Charitable  Fund,  and  other  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  social  protection 
agency,  Dr.  Pamfilova  urged  the 
United  Methodist  mission  board 
to  develop  more  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

As  Russia  remains  in  a  deep 
crisis,  said  the  Russian  diplomat, 
“more  groups  need  protection 
than  ever  before.” 

One  of  her  greatest  concerns  as 
minister  of  social  protection  is 
the  children  of  Russia. 

“Because  of  the  troublesome 
times  in  my  country,  children  are 
the  most  vulnerable  group,”  said 
Dr.  Pamfilova. 


Nuclear ' ground  zero' 
site  for  Christian  song 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA — The  site  had 
been  “ground  zero”  for  Soviet 
nuclear  weapons  testing,  but 
United  Methodists  were  there  . . . 
singing. 

“Ground  zero”  was  in  Kazakh¬ 
stan,  a  predominantly  Muslim 
region  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States  where  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  involved  in 
medical  missions. 

Many  children  in  the  region 
are  deformed  or  damaged  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  testing,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Randoph  Nugent,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sion  sending  agency.  The  church 
is  working  with  an  orphanage 
there  that  cares  for  some  of  these 
children,  he  said. 

Last  April,  the  church’s  Health 
and  Welfare  Division  head  Cath¬ 
ie  Lyons  and  other  United  Meth¬ 
odists  had  dinner  with  their 
Muslim  hosts  in  Kazakhstan.  In 
the  Kazakhstan  tradition,  group 
singing  was  the  after-dinner  en¬ 


tertainment,  with  each  person 
singing  a  song  from  his  or  her 
home  region. 

The  only  song  the  United 
Methodist  team  knew  in  com¬ 
mon  by  memory,  Dr.  Nugent 
said,  was  a  song  out  of  Africa, 
“Kum  Ba  Yah”  (Come  by  here, 
my  Lord),  which  they  taught 
their  hosts. 

After  the  singing,  the  Muslim 
hosts  escorted  their  guests  part  of 
the  way  to  their  lodging  in  a  con¬ 
voy  of  vehicles,  he  said. 

About  45  minutes  later,  the  ve¬ 
hicles  pulled  off  the  road  and 
formed  a  circle  in  the  sand,  he 
said.  It  was  the  site  of  the  Soviet 
nuclear  weapons  testing. 

“The  doctor  said,  ‘This  is 
ground  zero.  Would  you  sing  that 
song  you  taught  us  here?’  ”  Dr. 
Nugent  continued. 

So  45  people — former  ene¬ 
mies — stood  in  a  circle  holding 
hands  at  ground  zero,  singing 
“Kum  Ba  Yah.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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In  the  three  years  since  The  United  Methodist 
Church  opened  work  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States,  15  churches  have  been 
organized,  40  more  are  developing  and  the 
numbers  are  growing. 

— Bishop  Ruediger  Minor 


(see  UMR,  July  23)  and  in  the 
negative  response  to  United 
Methodist  efforts  by  some  of  the 
citizens  of  that  country,  he  said. 

Nevertheless,  the  work  of  the 
church  is  continuing,  the  bishop 
said,  and  growing.  The  number 
of  people  in  the1  former  Soviet 
Union  who  are  touched  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  one 
way  or  another  has  grown  to 
10,000. 

In  the  three  years  since  The 
United  Methodist  Church 
opened  work  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States,  1 5 
churches  have  been  organized, 
40  more  are  developing  and  the 
numbers  are  growing,  he  said. 

On  a  given  Sunday,  1,200  to 
1,400  are  worshipping,  he  con¬ 
tinued. 


Bishop  Minor  took  the  bishops 
on  an  imaginary  10,000-mile  trip 
(“Those  are  the  distances  we  are 
living  with,”  he  said)  to  three 
sites  of  United  Methodist  work: 
Ekaterinburg,  Samara  and  Push¬ 
kin. 

■  In  Pushkin,  2,000  people 
have  received  22  pound  boxes  of 
food  staples,  he  said.  A  group  of 
German  United  Methodists,  who 
worked  in  a  now-defunct  factory 


producing  Russian  cars,  drove 
one  of  the  cars  to  Pushkin  and 
donated  it  to  the  church  to  help 
distribute  the  humanitarian  aid. 

“If  we  need  to  go  out  of  busi¬ 
ness,  at  least  let  it  be  for  some¬ 
thing  good,”  the  bishop  quoted 
the  Germans  as  saying. 

■  In  Samara,  the  church  has  a 
free  meal  program  for  people  of 
minimum  income.  Every  day, 
300  people  come  to  a  local  cafe¬ 


teria  for  the  meals.  Many  of  the 
same  people  show  up  in  church 
on  Sunday. 

“It’s  not  just  the  food  you 
give,”  they  said,  “we  need  what 
we  hear  on  Sunday.  We  need  the 
word  of  life.” 

■  In  Ekaterinburg,  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  started  a 
prison  ministry  (see  related  story 
below).  The  prison  gave  the 
church  one  of  the  classrooms 
which  prisoners  remodeled  into  a 
chapel. 

They  painted  iron  bars  on  the 
chapel  wall,  he  said. 

“But  through  the  bars  is  painted 
a  rainbow,”  he  said,  “the  symbol  of 
hope.  This  room  is  a  place  not  only 
of  hope  of  new  life  for  themselves 
when  they  leave  prison,  but  of  new 
hope  for  their  souls.” 


Doctors,  medicine  sent 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA — United  Method¬ 
ists  have  become  deeply  involved 
in  medical  missions  in  parts  of 
the  former  Soviet  Union. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
general  secretary  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  recently  told  the  Council  of 
Bishops  about  the  church’s  medi¬ 
cal  mission  in  three  regions  of 
the  former  Soviet  Union — Rus¬ 
sia,  Kazakhstan  (see  related  story 
above)  and  Uzbekistan. 

In  Russia  these  include:  $4.8 
million  worth  of  medications  to 
3  partner  hospitals;  $100,000 
worth  of  diagnostic  equipment 
and  $300,000  in  general  hospital 


supplies  to  565  health  programs 
that  include  five  specialized  hos¬ 
pitals,  10  regional  hospitals,  50 
clinics  and  500  health  stations; 
and  Exchanges  of  nine  Russian 
physicians  to  the  United  States 
and  four  U.S.  physicians  to  Russia. 

In  Kazakhstan  missions  in¬ 
clude:  Supplies  to  three  hospitals; 
Ongoing  work  with  five  hospi¬ 
tals,  six  orphanages  and  one 
nursing  home;  Services  of  one 
U.S.  physician;  $46,000  in  do¬ 
nated  medications. 

In  Uzbekistan  missions  in¬ 
clude:  Supplies  to  one  hospital; 
Services  of  one  U.S.  physician; 
$6,000  in  donated  medications. 
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EDUCATOR  HONORED:  Retired 

educator  Mary  Evelyn  Berry'  was  honored  by 
United  Methodist-related  Paine  College  for  her 
extensive  work  both  in  the  United  States  and 
abroad.  In  addition  to  teaching  26  years  at 
Paine,  she  served  the  Methodist  Church  with 
the  American  Red  Cross  in  Cairo  during  World 
War  II  and  later  taught  Indian  philosophy  at 
Isabella  Thobum  College  in  Lucknow,  India. 
Her  last  appointment  before  retirement  was  as 
superintendent  of  the  Harwood  School  in  New 
Mexico. 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  LEADER:  The  United 

Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  honored  civil- 
rights  leader  and  United 
Methodist  minister  the 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery  of 
Atlanta.  In  recognition  of 
Dr.  Lowery's  long  years  of 
service,  the  bishops  present¬ 
ed  him  with  a  plaque  for 
“courageous,  prophetic,  vi¬ 
sionary  leadership  in  the 
field  of  civil  rights,  justice  Joseph  Lowery 
and  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence.”  He  also  addressed  the  council,  commend¬ 
ing  them  for  their  historic,  consistent  stance  on 
social  issues  from  a  biblical  perspective. 


LOSER  IS  A  WINNER:  Oklahoma  Con¬ 
ference  minister  the  Rev.  Mitch  Stewart  chal¬ 
lenged  the  Coalgate  and  Claita  United 
Methodist  Churches  with  a  unique  way  to  raise 
mission  money.  Members  were  asked  to  support 
Advance  Special  projects  in  the  former  Yugosla¬ 
via  by  paying  one  dollar  for  every  pound  the 
pastor  lost  within  three  months.  Mr.  Stewart’s 
goal  was  to  lose  25  pounds,  but  he  lost  35.  The 
two  congregations,  with  a  combined  total  mem¬ 
bership  of  475,  pledged  some  $2,500. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports. 
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Faith  at  work 


'Bunkered-in'  Vietnam  vet 
finds  acceptance  at  church 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Every  Sunday,  big  black  mo¬ 
torcycles  roar  up  to  Temple 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Helmeted  riders  wearing  T- 
shirts,  blue  jeans,  boots  and 
leather  vests,  park  their  ma¬ 
chines  neatly  beside  the  more 
usual  Chevys  and  Fords. 

It's  time  for  church. 

Don  and  Daronda  O’Dell  are 
two  of  the  motorcyclists.  They 
joined  the  church  just  outside  Mil¬ 
lington,  Tenn.,  last  Easter  Sunday. 

“We  went  to  the  Sunrise  Ser¬ 
vice,”  said  Don,  “and  just  as  the 
sun  was  coming  up,  I  said  to  Dar¬ 
onda  that  today  would  be  a  good 
day  to  join  the  church.” 

“I  was  thrilled,”  Daronda  said. 
“I  was  hungry  to  get  Don  to  go  to 
any  church.” 

It  had  been  a  long,  hard  battle. 
Don  is  a  Vietnam  veteran  and,  in 
his  own  words,  had  been  “bun¬ 
kered  into  his  house  for  the  last 
26  years.” 

Only  16  and  gung-ho  when  he 
joined  the  Marines,  Don  spent 
two  tours  in  Vietnam  before  be¬ 
ing  returned  to  the  U.S.  just 
short  of  his  19th  birthday  and 
just  after  his  escape  from  a  pris¬ 
on  camp. 

The  man  who  wanted  to  make 
the  Marines  his  career  still  carries 
the  scars.  The  trauma  of  his  expe¬ 
rience  surfaces  in  nightmares  and 
flashbacks.  Frozen  permanently  in 
“Viet  Cong  time,”  his  only  rest 
comes  in  the  early  morning  hours. 

“I  probably  did  more  praying 


in  a  foxhole  than  most  folks  ever 
do  in  church,”  Don  said,  looking 
back.  “I  never  expected  to  find  a 
church  I  wanted  to  join.” 

Two  friends,  Joe  Rice  and  Tony 
Booker,  convinced  Don  to  give 
their  church,  Temple  UMC,  a  try. 
Joe,  Tony  and  Don  all  belong  to  a 
Vietnam  Veterans’  group  called 
LZ  (Landing  Zone)  Friendly. 

“I  warned  them  I  wouldn’t 
come  unless  the  church  could  ac¬ 
cept  me  for  myself,  T-shirt, 
jeans,  leather  vest  and  all,  a  hu¬ 
man  being  who  needs  a  church 
home,”  he  said. 

The  people  at  Temple  didn’t 
flinch  when  the  motorcycles 
pulled  into  their  parking  lot.  And 
they  didn’t  tum  away  from  Don  in 
his  leather  vest  studded  with  two 
Purple  Hearts,  a  Bronze  Star  and 
two  Silver  Stars.  The  O’Dells  were 
welcomed  warmly.  They  found 
themselves  going  back  the  next 
Sunday  and  the  Sunday  after  that. 

Then  a  turning  point  came. 
The  Rev.  Earl  David,  Temple’s 
pastor  and  the  unofficial  chap¬ 
lain  for  the  LZ  Friendly  group, 
asked  them  to  plan  and  deliver 
the  Veteran’s  Day  service  at  the 
church. 

“As  a  former  POW,  I  read  a 
little  story  I  wrote,”  Don  said, 
with  wonder  still  in  his  voice.  “It 
was  the  first  time  I  had  spoken  in 
public  in  27  years.  They  received 
it  so  well.  They  felt  what  I  read. 
A  lot  wanted  a  copy! 

“I’d  never  had  acceptance  like 
that  before." 

Don  says  being  a  member  at 


Temple  UMC  has  given  him  a  lot 
of  peace  and  made  his  life  a  little 
more  bearable.  And,  he  said,  he’s 
learning  about  the  Bible  that  he 
never  had  the  patience  to  sit 
down  and  read  before. 

“When  Earl  has  children’s 
time,  I  even  want  to  be  part  of 
that,”  the  46-year-old  veteran 
said  with  a  chuckle,  “but  I’m 
afraid  I’m  a  little  big  to  be  sitting 
in  Earl’s  lap.” 

Mr.  David  says  the  veterans 
are  good  for  Temple,  too. 

“It’s  like  adding  spice  to  a 
food,"  Mr.  David  said.  “We  have 
dimensions  now  we  never  had 
before.” 

Ten  to  12  members  of  LZ 
Friendly  attend  Temple.  Because 
of  them,  Temple  recently  hosted  a 
group  of  Vietnam  veterans  who 
were  walking  to  Washington  D.C. 
from  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  and  Arkansas  for  the  recent 
dedication  of  the  new  Vietnam 
Women  Veterans  Memorial. 

The  walkers  spoke  at  Temple 
about  veterans’  issues  and  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  obtaining  a  memorial  for 
the  women  who  served  (and  died) 
in  the  Southeast  Asian  war. 

Mr.  O’Dell  said  he  hopes  that, 
as  a  veterans’  memorial,  United 
Methodists  will  offer  a  special 
prayer  to  the  memory  of  the 
women  who  died  in  Vietnam: 

Annie  Ruth  Graham,  Mary  The¬ 
resa  Klinker,  Sharon  Ann  Lane, 
Hedwig  Diana  Orlosky,  Eleanor 
Grace  Alexander,  Carol  Ann  Eliza¬ 
beth  Drazba,  Elizabeth  Ann  Jones 
and  Pamela  Dorothy  Donovan. 


MEMPHIS  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  BY  CATHY  FARMER 

MILLINGTON,  Tenn.— Don  and  Daronda  O'Dell  talk  with 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Earl  David,  outside  Temple  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Mr.  O'Dell  says  the  congregation's  friendliness 
and  acceptance  of  him  and  other  Vietnam  veterans  made  him 
decide  to  join  the  church. 


editor  wins  "Communicator  of  the  Year  Award" 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 


NASHVILLE— The  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Commu¬ 
nicators  presented  its  1993  “Com¬ 
municator  of  the  Year  Award” 
Nov.  12  to  a  regional  editor  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Bettie  Wilson  Story  edits  the  week- 
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But  together  we  can  feed  them. 
SUNITHA  is  just  one  of  many  lovable 
but  destitute  young  children  from  India. 
Her  parents  are  deceased  and  she  has 
no  one  to  help  her. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.,  founded  in 
1965  by  a  Methodist  minister,  seeks 
sponsors  for  needy  children.  Let  us 
send  you  our  brochure  explaining  how 
you  or  your  group  may  sponsor  a  child. 
The  cost?  Only  $15  a  month  We  will 
send  you  your  child's  name,  age,  picture 
and  address. 

Donations  are  tax-deductible.  In  1992, 
WCI  sent  89%  of  sponsorship  funds  and 
100%  of  special  gift  funds  on  to  the  chil¬ 
dren.  A  copy  of  the  WCI  audit  will  be 
sent  to  you.  WCI  is  listed  with  the 
National  Charities  Information  Bureau. 
Your  sponsorship  will  provide  a  precious 
child  with  food,  clothing  and  a  Christian 
education.  Children  are  available  for 
sponsorship  in  India,  Malaysia, 
Guatemala  &  Korea. 


ru/i^  fen  tfix.  wenfA  i  f.orrultn  cnlaxin 


Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 
(813)  293-0774 


□  Send  information  on  WCI's  Sponsorship 
program. 

or: 

□  Yes,  I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child. 

□  I  prefer  a  child  in _ 

□  Enclosed  is  payment  for: 

first  month  ($15)  _ _ 

full  year  ($180)  ___ _ 


Name  _ 
f.odi  ess 


City _ 

State _ 25p_ 


ly  edition  of  this  newspaper  for  the 
Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference. 
She  is  also  the  conference’s  commu¬ 
nications  director,  putting  her  in  fre¬ 
quent  contact  with  public  media 
throughout  central  Illinois. 

Ms.  Story  was  cited  for  her  career 
as  an  editor,  columnist,  author,  fea¬ 
ture  story  writer  and  communica¬ 
tions  educator. 

The  association,  whose  member¬ 
ship  includes  communicators  from 
local  churches,  regional  conferences 
and  denominationwide  agencies, 
presents  its  top  award  annually  to 
someone  chosen  by  a  committee  of 
former  winners. 

The  association  also  sponsors  an 
annual  competition  in  several  com¬ 
munications  media  categories. 

United  Methodist  Reporter  na¬ 
tional  staff  members  won  certifi- 


IECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

600-member  congregation  with  unusual  lav  lal- 
and  resources.  Multiple  staff  situation  and  out- 
iding  plant  facilities.  Candidates  need  a  special 
ck  for  developing  exciting  Children’s  Ministries, 
veil  as  working  with  mature  adults.  Bachelor  of 
cation  or  its  equivalent,  required  along  with  a 
limum  of  three  years  experience  in  a  United 
ihodist  setting.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
Dr.  John  Fdfcrs,  27z7  * 

.  LA  71301 


7  Jackson  Street,  Alexan- 


D  [RECTOR  OF  SUPERVISION  AND  SUP¬ 

PORT  Systems.  United  Methodist  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  invites  applications.  M.Div.  and  ordina¬ 
tion  required.  Experience  as  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  or  Field  Work  Supervisor  an  asset  Deadline, 
December  10.  Contact  Rev.  John  E  Hamish,  P.O. 
Box  87 1 .  Nashville.  TN  37205.  (615)  340-7388. 


EKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 

nistnes  to  direct  ongoing  youth  program  and 
(reach  in  church  of  2000  members.  Contact 
lite  Rock  UMC,  1450  Old  Gate,  Dallas,  TX 
218.  (214)324-3661. 


■  to.  VA-i-y  - - - — — 

PROGRESSIVE  2000-MEMBER  CHURCH 

ks  a  full-time  contemporary  Associate  Minister 
Music.  BA  degree  in  a  music  related  disapline 
1/or  2-4  years  experience  preferred.  Major  re- 
msibilities  include:  youth  choir  and  instrumental 
ector,  praise  singer  coordinator,  and  pianist  with 
Us  of  musical  arrangement  Please  send  resume 
Amanda  Singer,  Colonial  Hills  United  Method- 
Church,  5247  Vance  Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX 
230.  Telephone:  (210)  349-2401 


SIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME  Director  of 

ic  for  a  rapidly  expanding  congregation.  Re- 
5  energetic  Christian  open  to  new  challenges 
iusk  ministry.  Send  resume,  spiritual  biogra- 
and  samples  of  your  work,  preferably  an  audio 
ideo  tape:  Rev.  David  Landers,  Heritage  Unit- 
Methodist  Church,  2680  Landmark  Drive, 
rwater,  FL  3462 1 


.  JOHN'S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
»ung  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in  cen- 
J  Florida  with  a  membership  of  1500.  Salary  ne- 
(iable.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend  George  A. 
lie,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard,  S.E,  Win- 
Haven,  FL  33884. 


EEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 

ducation  and  Youth  Ministries  for  670-member 
lurch.  Send  resumes  to:  Charles  R.  Tanner,  P.O. 
ox  505,  Dayton.  TX  77535. 


LECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  a  vi- 

it  growing,  1 000-member  congregation.  TTiis  is 
JJ-tlme  position  working  with  youth,  grades  5- 
and  their  families.  Program  and  volunteer  coor- 
ition  for  Sunday  School,  youth  groups  and 
nal  programs.  Prefer  BA  with  related  major  and 
ars  youth  experience  on  a  church  staff.  Please 
1  a  resume  to:  Trinity  United  Methodist 
irch,  901  E  Neal,  Salma.  KS  67401,  Attn: 
ith  Ministries  Search  Committee. 


iY  FOUNDATION,  University  of  Wasting 

is  fuU-ome  position  for  campus  minister.  Eaab- 
campus  ministry  lo  graduate  and  undergraduate 
its,  salary  pytragr  range  S25-30K  DOE  To  re- 
mformabon  aod  application  write:  Rev.  Wayne 
skey,  Director,  1415  NE  43rd  St,  Seattle,  WA 
(206)  522-3423  or  &x  (206)  525-7494.  Inquiries 
December  15th  1993. 


UTH  MINISTER7CE  DIRECTOR  NEEDED. 

0-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program.  De- 
:  and  experience  preferred  Position  available 
uary  1.  Negotiable  salary/job  desenprion.  Send 
une:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  Fust  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
i,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938-6622. 


cates  of  merit  in  four  categories. 
They  are: 

Diane  Huie  Balay,  black  and 
white  news  photo  taken  at  Alders- 
gate  ’92; 

Stephen  L.  Swecker,  editorial  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  standoff  with  the  Branch 
Davidian  cult  at  Waco,  Texas; 

Ms.  Balay,  Denise  Johnson  Sto¬ 
vall  and  Debra  Ennaco  McKnight, 
best  news  story  related  to  coverage 
of  Hurricane  Andrew  victims; 

The  entire  editorial  staff — Ms. 
Balay,  Ms.  Stovall,  Ms.  McKnight, 
Mr.  Swecker,  Cynthia  B.  Astle  and 
John  A.  Lovelace — general  excel¬ 
lence  for  newspaper  layout  and  de¬ 
sign  and  editorial  content. 

In  addition  to  winning  the  associ¬ 
ation’s  highest  honor,  Ms.  Story  was 
among  six  regional  editors  of  UMR 
newspapers  who  won  certificates  of 


merit. 

They  are: 

Ms.  Story,  best  feature  story; 

Boyce  Bowdon,  Oklahoma  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  best  feature  story 
and  best  series; 

R.  Thomas  Slack,  West  Ohio  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  best  editorial; 

Tom  Hughes,  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  best  news  story  and  general 
excellence; 

Kathy  Kruger  Noble,  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference,  general 
excellence; 

Kevin  Rippin,  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Annual  Conference,  newspa¬ 
per  print  ad  series. 

The  association’s  awards  of  excel¬ 
lence,  signifying  the  best  in  each 
category,  went  to: 

Newspapers:  “The  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Connection,”  Baltimore- 
Washington  Annual  Conference; 

Newsletters:  “Colleague,’’  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry; 

Magazines:  “Orientation  93,” 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry; 

Electronic  media:  Tie  between  “A 
Bridge  to  Dreams,”  United  Methodist 
Communications,  and  “Women’s  Ad¬ 
vocate  Ministry”  by  Roy  T.  Lloyd, 
New  York  Annual  Conference; 

Writing:  Paul  Jeffrey  for  “New 
World  Outlook” 

Photography:  Paul  Jeffrey  for 
“New  World  Outlook” 

Special  promotion:  Stephen  Sohl, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  association  also  inducted  four 
people  into  the  United  Methodist 
Hall  of  Fame  in  Communications. 


Rainbow  of  promise 

“Niagara,"  a  photo  by  Chris 
Reynolds  of  Surfside  Beach,  S.C., 
illustrates  Bible  Week  Nov.  21- 
28.  The  photo,  selected  in  the 
Laymen's  National  Bible  Associa¬ 
tion  15th  annual  photo  competi¬ 
tion,  illustrates  Genesis  9:13-14: 
"I  have  set  my  rainbow  in  the 
clouds,  and  it  will  be  a  sign  of  the 
covenant  between  me  and  the 
earth."  For  another  opportunity 
to  show  faith  through  photogra¬ 
phy,  see  the  announcement  of 
UMR's  "Images  of  Faith"  photo 
contest  on  Page  2. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Bishops  ask  high  court  to  clarify  rulings 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NORCROSS,  Ga.— United 
Methodist  bishops  are  asking  the 
church’s  “high  court”  to  reconsider 
three  of  its  recent  rulings. 

One  ruling — in  which  most  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laypeople  are  most  in¬ 
terested — involves  the  appropriate¬ 
ness  of  United  Methodist  pastors 
performing  “covenant  services”  for 
same-sex  couples  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
12). 

Two  other  rulings — which  apply 
to  United  Methodist  clergy — deal 
with  technicalities  of  church  trial 
procedures  within  the  church. 

The  bishops  seek  clarification  of  a 
ruling  that  a  statute  of  limitations — 
removed  by  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference — for  clergy  accused  of  sexual 
or  child  abuse  “may  not  take  effect 
retroactively.”  The  ruling  prohibits 
making  retroactive  “church  laws  de¬ 
fining  chargeable  offenses.” 

The  court’s  ruling  leaves  in  limbo 
several  pending  church  trials.  In  the 
California-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 


ence,  for  example,  a  church  trial 
was  scheduled  early  in  December  to 
deal  with  charges  of  alleged  sexual 
misconduct  against  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Parnell  Warmer. 

Immediately  upon  adjournment 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops’  meeting, 
Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of  Los  Angelas 
announced  that  the  “ruling  means 
that  the  trial  on  these  charges  can¬ 
not  be  conducted.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  also  wants 
reconsidered  a  ruling  on  two  techni¬ 
calities  related  to  church  trials. 

The  justices  ruled  that  the  first  sen¬ 
tence — “No  verbatim  record  of  the 
Proceedings  shall  be  made” — is  in  vi¬ 
olation  of  Paragraph  2622.1  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  This  section  was 
developed  to  ensure  fair  process  in  tri¬ 
als,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
in  the  church’s  constitution. 

The  second  sentence — “no  legal 
counsel  shall  be  present” — was  also 
ruled  unconstitutional  by  the  justices, 
who  again  pointed  to  the  paragraphs 


guaranteeing  fair  process. 

Any  accused  person  has  the  right 
to  be  accompanied  by  another  person 
to  any  interview  or  hearing,  the  judi¬ 
cial  council  members  said,  and  the 
companion  is  not  prohibited  from 
being  the  accused’s  attorney. 

In  another  action  related  to  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  rulings,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  agreed  to  form  a  subcommit¬ 
tee  which  will  develop  a  model  to  de¬ 
fine  “self  avowed  practicing 
homosexual”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  1 2). 


3RD  STUDY  TOUR 
TO  KOREA 

Korean  Christian  spirituality 
for  the  UM  pastors  and  spouses 

Sept.  14-21,  1994  (8  day*) 

Visit,  experience,  study  and  explore! 

Total  Cost:  Only  $950.00 

Hawaii,  Tokyo  stop  over  with  mioimal  extra 
cost  and  extended  tour  available. 

More  Information:  Korean  Study  Tour 
P.O.  Box  188,  E.  Derry,  NH  03041 
(603)  437-8757,  Fax:  (603)  437-4147. 


They  are  the  Rev.  John  S.  Work¬ 
man,  longtime  editor  of  the  “Arkan¬ 
sas  United  Methodist"  and  religion 
editor  for  the  “Arkansas  Gazette”; 
the  late  Darrell  R.  Shamblin,  former 
editor  of  "The  Interpreter”  maga¬ 
zine;  the  late  John  Marvin,  editor  of 
“The  Michigan  Christian  Advocate,” 
and  the  late  Ruth  Esther  Meeker,  edi¬ 
tor  of  “Methodist  Woman.” 

In  a  business  session,  the  associa¬ 
tion  elected  Dan  Gangler  of  the  Ne¬ 
braska  Annual  Conference 
president  to  succeed  Ann  Greene 
Whiting  of  the  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  Annual  Conference. 


OXFORD 

Summer 
School  in 

RELIGIOUS 

Studies 


Tuesday  9  August  - 
Monday  22  August  1994 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

Lecturers: 

Professor  John  Macquarrie 
Bishop  Kallistos  T.  Ware 
Bishop  Richard  Holloway 
Bishop  Kenneth  Cragg 
Dr.  F.W.  Dillistone 
Canon  John  Fenton 
Dr.  N.T.  (Tom)  Wright 
Dr.  Sue  Gillingham 
Dr.  Benedicta  Ward,  S.L.G. 
Dr.  Peter  Hodgson 

A  unique  opportunity  to  join 
a  small  ecumenical  group 
and  study  with  these 
distinguished  scholars  in 
the  intimate  setting  of 
Oxford's  oldest  college. 

For  brochure  contact: 
Norma  Christensen 
820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K 
Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:  (307)  347-3836 
Fax:(307)  347-2133 
or 

Fernand  Beck,  Box  K 
Fordham  Preparatory  School 
The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/Fax:  (718)  884-6261 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


WillluB  B.  Odea,  bishop 
Doasid  C.  Cottrili,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bsgbey,  associate  editor 
Jody  Brewer,  seals tant  editor  of  seppksMBts 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Bird. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


FORWARD  IN 

! FAITH 


NOVEMBER  26,  1993 


Advent  I 

A  season 
of  promise 
and  preparation 

Advent  comes  from  ADVENTUS,  meaning  to  reach  for  or  to  come. 
It  includes  the  four  Sundays  before  December  25  and  ends  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  It  began  as  a  Christian  season  in  the  Sixth  Century  and  was 
often  called  “Winter  Lent.”  Advent  marks  the  beginning  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  year,  and  is  a  season  of  promise  and  preparation. 

Advent  is  the  season  of  the  spirit’s  longing  for  life  to  be  different. 
The  life-journey  includes  those  times  when  we  feel  captive  to  a  system; 
to  habits,  to  weaknesses,  to  other  people,  to  our  work,  even  to  death. 

It  is  a  time  when  the  “bleak  midwinter”  bears  down  upon  us.  Our 
mothers  and  fathers  noticed  the  sun  sinking  closer  and  closer  to  earth. 
Would  it  finally  die  and  leave  us  in  darkness?  Has  our  creator  left  us 
with  only  judgment  and  not  mercy?  So  we  wait  in  longing,  in  hopeful 
expectation,  in  repentant  anticipation. 

The  color  that  our  ancestors  splashed  across  the  canvas  of  life  during 
the  Advent  season  is  purple  for  Godly  fear:  Who  can  endure  the  coming 
of  the  Lord  and  who  can  stand  his  judgment?  And  purple  for  great  joy: 
His  love  is  nearer  to  us  than  we  think. 


Yule  videos  available 


Remember  the  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center  when  planning 
Christmas  programs  and  other  ac¬ 
tivities.  A  number  of  resources  are 
available  for  all  ages,  Judy  Brewer, 
director,  said. 

Some  available  videos  are: 

The  Birth  of  Jesus  in  which  Fa¬ 
ther  Stephen  Doyle  introduces 
viewers  to  the  Holy  Land  sites  that 
recall  Jesus’  birth;  25  minutes,  high 
school  to  adult. 

Barrington  Bunny  is  an  animated 
film  about  a  lonely  rabbit  who  seeks 
to  share  Christmas,  1'h  minutes;  for 
children. 

Christmas  Story  of  Jesus  consists 


of  three  tapes  with  two  or  more  20- 
minute  long  stories  on  each.  The 
stories  cover  Jesus’  birth  to  his  res¬ 
urrection;  for  children. 

Star  of  Bethlehem  is  the  Christ¬ 
mas  story  accompanied  by  the  mu¬ 
sic  of  woodwinds;  for  children,  13 
minutes. 

When  the  Littlest  Camel  Knelt  is 

—a  Christmas  classic  about  a  camel 
who  takes  a  journey  with  the  Wise 
Men;  for  children,  1 1  minutes. 

To  reserve  these  or  other  videos 
or  films  for  rental  contact  Judy 
Brewer,  (504)  346-1646  Monday, 
Wednesday  or  Friday  between  9 
a.m.  and  1  p.m. 


Broadmoor  UMC  Shreveport 
honors  its  faithful  members 


All  members  of  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  who  are  65  years 
of  age  and  older  were  honored  at  a 
Celebration  of  Faithfulness  Service 
and  Luncheon  at  the  church  last 
month. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
Congregational  Care  Committee  of 
which  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway  is 
minister  in  charge. 

Special  recognition  was  given  to 
Dr.  George  Pearce,  founding  pastor 


of  the  church;  Mrs.  Mae  Sanderlin, 
Mrs.  Alberta  Bailey,  Mrs.  Cleve 
Ramsey  and  Mrs.  Gene  Honaker, 
charter  members  of  Broadmoor; 
Mrs.  Louise  Ashley,  101,  oldest 
member,  and  Harry  Davidson,  99, 
second  oldest. 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  president  of 
the  Judicial  Council,  was  guest 
speaker.  The  Pelican  Bell  Ringers 
directed  by  Mary  Caldwell  enter¬ 
tained. 


Among  those  honored  for  their  faithfulness  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  are  FROM  LEFT,  Dr.  George  Pearce,  Mrs.  Gene  Hon¬ 
aker,  Mrs.  Alberta  Bailey  and  Mrs.  Cleve  Ramsey. 


December  Conference  Calendar 

2-5  Cursillo  No.  37,  Tall  Timbers 
5  Second  Sunday  of  Advent 

7-8  Cabinet  Meeting 

10-12  United  Methodist  Women  Training  Event,  Treasurer  and 
Secretary,  Financial  Interpretation 
12  Third  Sunday  of  Advent 
1 9  Childrens’  Homes  Offering 

19  Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 

24  Christmas  Eve 

25  Christmas  Day 

31  Watch  Night 


Grant-writing  workshop  set 

Coalitions  of  religious  groups 
can  help  elderly  and  disabled 
to  live  at  home  with  dignity 

Representatives  of  United  Meth-  care,  do  minor  home  repairs,  help 
odist  Churches  are  invited  to  attend  fill  out  Medi-Care  forms  and  in 


and  to  urge  persons  from  other 
churches  and  synagogues  in  the  ar¬ 
eas  to  attend  a  workshop  on  inter¬ 
faith  grant  writing,  Rev.  Betsy 
Irvine,  Conference  director  of 
CrossLines,  said.  Robert  Wood 
Johnson  Foundation  has  grants  up 
to  $25,000  available  to  local  coali¬ 
tions  who  will  develop  caregiving 
programs. 

The  workshop  sponsored  by  In¬ 
terfaith  Volunteer  Care  Givers 
(IVCG)  will  be  held  Thursday,  Jan. 

1 3,  from  8:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  Tall 
Timbers  in  Woodworth. 

IVCG  attempts  to  bring  churches 
and  synagogues  together  in  local  co¬ 
alitions  to  identify  frail,  isolated,  el¬ 
derly  persons  with  disabilities  that 
are  homebound  and  families  caring 
for  aging  parents  and/or  children 
with  disabilities. 

The  workshop  will  show  these  re¬ 
ligious  representatives  how  to  write 
a  grant  to  obtain  some  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  help  available  to  assist  these 
persons.  Funds  are  available  to  re¬ 
cruit  and  train  volunteers  to  pro¬ 
vide  services  and  to  leant  how  to 
obtain  social  services  that  are  avail¬ 
able  to  families  who  cannot  provide 
them. 

Volunteers  do  things  such  as  tele¬ 
phone  reassurance,  shop,  drive, 
conduct  friendly  visits,  give  respite 

[~  Around  the 

Dr.  John  Maxwell  Hamilton,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Manship  School  of 
Journalism  at  LSU,  will  be  the 
speaker  at  the  fourth  annual  Chris 
Andrews  Lecture  Series  at  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  Tuesday,  Nov.  30,  at 
7  p.m.  Senior  pastor  of  the  church  is 
Rev.  Byrl  J.  Moreland. 


*  *  » 


Chad  M.  Mason,  LEFT,  of  Cam¬ 
phor  UMC,  receives  a  safety 
award  from  Charles  L  Valluzzo, 
an  officer  in  the  Safety  Council 
of  the  Louisiana  Capital  Area. 

Chad  M.  Mason,  a  1 7-year-old  se¬ 
nior  at  Zachary  High  School  and  a 
member  of  Camphor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  received  the  W.  W. 
“Woody”  Dumas  Award  for  out¬ 
standing  safety  achievement.  A 
plaque  citing  his  proactive  work  in 
fire  prevention  and  safety  educa¬ 
tion  was  presented  to  him  at  a  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  Safety  Council 
of  the  Louisiana  Capital  Area. 

In  January  and  February  of  last 
year,  as  an  Eagle  Scout,  Mason  re¬ 
searched,  designed  and  implement¬ 
ed  a  full-scale  emergency  evacu¬ 
ation  route  for  Camphor  UMC  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  To  test  the 
efficiency  of  the  plan,  he  conducted 
a  fire  drill  for  the  congregation  and 
Sunday  school  classes,  explaining 
how  the  plan  worked  and  its  impor¬ 
tance.  He  followed  up  his  project  by 
making  several  safety  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  church’s  pastor,  Rev. 
Roger  Lathan,  and  its  board  of 
trustees. 

*  •  * 

Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans 

observed  Women’s  Day  during  the 
morning  worship  hour  on  Nov.  14. 
Speaker  was  Carol  J.  Pierce,  lay 
member  of  Shiloh  Missionary  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Westwego.  Theme 
was,  “Christian  Women  Carrying 
Out  God’s  Promises  —  Count  on 
Me.”  Cochairs  were  Elaine  Conley 
and  Theodora  Clanton. 


many  ways  act  as  advocates  for  dis¬ 
abled  persons. 

Because  the  church  cares  for 
these  persons  and  wants  to  show  its 
love,  local  congregations  may  want 
to  become  involved  in  forming  co¬ 
alitions.  Irvine  said,  “The  purpose 
is  to  help  the  people  stay  in  their 
homes  as  long  as  possible  and  to  re¬ 
tain  their  dignity.” 

The  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Foun¬ 
dation  (formed  by  a  company  that 
sells  drugs  and  baby  products)  de¬ 
sires  to  make  the  grants  to  local  co¬ 
alitions.  Irvine  has  been  helping  put 
these  together  throughout  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Norma  Garlington,  a  diaconal 
minister,  has  worked  with  Irvine  to 
form  a  coalition  in  Oakdale. 

Rev.  Alfred  Bakewell,  pastor  of 
DeRidder,  Wesley-Merryville 
UMC,  has  organized  another  in 
Merryville. 

Irvine  is  currently  working  with 
committees  in  Lafayette,  Thibo- 
daux,  Alexandria,  Mandeville, 
Shreveport  and  Baton  Rouge. 

For  further  information  about 
forming  the  coalitions  or  about  the 
grant-writing  workshop,  contact 
Rev.  Irvine,  or  her  associate  Bever¬ 
ly  Pierce  at  Louisiana  CrossLines, 
4264  Capital  Heights,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70806  (504)  344-3179. 


Conference  | 

The  United  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Palestine  UMC  will  de¬ 
liver  Christmas  gifts  to  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  on  Dec.  20  and 
21.  The  Palestine  congregation  of 
which  Rev.  George  A.  McVay  is  pas¬ 
tor  will  deliver  baskets  to  needy 
persons  on  Dec.  23.  The  whole 
church  will  have  fun  at  an  Old- 
Fashion  Family  Christmas  Night 
and  covered  dish  event  on  Dec.  15. 
Santa  Claus  will  visit  the  children 
and  everyone  will  sing  Christmas 
favorites. 

Call  ABC  affiliate 
Kids'  TV  show 
on  morals,  ethics 

The  General  United  Methodist 
Communications  has  produced  a 
special  TV  show  designed  to  teach 
ethics  and  moral  decision-making 
to  children  ages  8  to  11.  Titled, 
“The  Red  Booth,”  it  will  air  on  the 
ABC  network  as  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gramming  on  Sunday,  Dec.  5. 

Children’s  real-life  problems  are 
used  to  prompt  ethical  dilemmas 
played  by  an  ensemble  of  actors  in  a 
studio.  Included  will  be  footage 
from  a  traveling  booth  that  records 
children’s  reactions  and  comments. 

The  show  was  produced  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches.  It  is  just  the 
kind  of  TV  show  needed  to  counter  the 
violent,  no  morals,  programs  frequently 
seen  by  children.  Right? 

So  what’s  the  catch? 

Some  local  affiliates  will  NOT 
show  it  on  the  Dec.  5  date  it  will  be 
“fed”  from  the  network.  Some  local 
stations  will  record  it  for  later  view¬ 
ing.  Unfortunately,  other  stations 
have  no  plans  to  show  the  quality 
program  at  all. 

One  way  to  see  the  program  in 
your  area  is  to  call  the  ABC  affiliate 
and  urge  them  to  show  the  program. 
If  it  cannot  be  aired  on  Dec.  5,  ask 
them  to  telecast  it  at  another  time. 
Or  if  you  are  a  business  owner, 
promise  to  sponsor  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  When  you  call  to  suggest  that 
the  program  be  shown,  ask  for  the 
program  director.  You  just  might 
get  good  results. 

The  only  way  to  get  better  programs 
on  TV  is  for  viewers  and  sponsors  to 
be  make  their  feelings  known. 

VISN  (on  cable)  will  carry  the 
show  on  Dec.  26  at  6  p.m.  CT. 


Nolley  UMC  'adopts'  highway 


Environmentally  conscious  Nolley  Memorial  UMC,  Jena,  along  with 
other  churches,  organizations  and  businesses  "adopted"  portions  of 
the  LaSalle  Parish  highway  system  to  control  litter.  A  work  crew 
from  Nolley,  cleaning  on  a  designated  day,  includes,  FROM  LEFT, 
Debbie  Stallings,  Eloise  Cox,  Nelda  Tarver  and  Nancy  Cox.  Pastor 
of  the  church  is  Rev.  William  "Wishy"  Nolan.  A  sign,  in  photo  be¬ 
low,  designates  the  church's  area. 


VISION  2000:  Ring  a  bell 
deliver  pies  or  make  a  cross 


The  VISION  2000  program  is  in¬ 
spiring  congregations  to  innovative 
action  to  prepare  the  church  as  it 
enters  the  new  century. 

At  Colfax  UMC  in  Alexandria,  an 
Inviting  Congregation,  lets  the 
church’s  presence  be  known  in  the 
community  by  the  ringing  of  the 
bell.  Those  who  respond  and  attend 
worship  the  first  time  get  a  pie  de¬ 
livered  to  their  home  with  a  note 
that  says,  "Glad  you  joined  us,  hope 
you  come  back.” 

The  VISION  2000  committee 
and  the  copastors,  Rev.  Sandra  S. 
Huber  and  Rev.  James  R.  Huber, 
are  finding  ways  to  involve  high 
school  youth  and  to  activate  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir.  It’s  no  wonder  that  at¬ 
tendance  is  up. 

After  church,  there  is  a  coffee  and 
fellowship  time.  A  special  home¬ 
coming  to  share  enthusiasm  about 
the  church  growth  was  a  success. 

At  Georgetown-Selma,  a  Cele¬ 
brating  Congregation,  Rev.  Marga¬ 
ret  L.  Brown  is  pastor  and  Sue 


Ussery  Collins  and  Cleo  Ussery  are 
on  the  VISION  2000  committee. 
Members  have  been  encouraged  to 
participate  in  worship  services 
through  spontaneous  testimonials, 
leading  prayer  and  requesting  fa¬ 
vorite  hymns. 

In  St.  Francisville  UMC  where 
Rev.  Harold  B.  Babin  is  pastor  and 
Sue  Catchings  is  chair  of  VISION 
2000.  the  Nurturing  Congregation 
has  formed  a  group  called  the  Forty 
Club.  The  goal  of  the  group  is  to 
contact  each  church  member  at 
least  once  a  month.  The  church  has 
concentrated  on  reaching  senior 
adults  and  young  people,  expanding 
its  prison  ministry  and  enlarging 
community  missions. 

At  Evangeline  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
where  Rev.  Carol  Winn  is  pastor  first 
time  worshippers  are  welcomed. 
Members  deliver  to  them  a  specially- 
designed  card  which  encloses  a 
unique  handmade  gift  —  a  cross 
made  by  one  of  the  100-year  old 
members,  Ruby  Nichols. 


Parish  votes  a  resounding  ' no V 

United  Methodist  layperson  leads  fight 
against  Ouachita  riverboat  gambling 


Fred  Huenefeld,  a  lay  member  of 
First  UMC  in  Monroe,  led  the  fight  in 
Ouachita  Parish  in  northern  Louisiana, 
to  keep  riverboat  gambling  out  of  the 
parish,  Dr.  J.  Phil  Woodland,  Monroe 
district  superintendent,  reports. 

The  vote  last  month  would  have  al¬ 
lowed  riverboat  gambling  in  the  region 
which  includes  Monroe.  Big  money  put 
up  by  gambling  interests  spent 
$500,000  as  opposed  to  the  $34,000 
spent  by  those  against  gambling.  The 
vote  was  7 1  per  cent  against. 

The  "no”  vote  was  organized  by  a 
group  called  Citizens  for  Quality  Life 
Inc.,  which  conducted  an  intensive  or¬ 
ganized  effort  for  several  months  to  de¬ 
feat  the  attempt  by  Louisiana 
Paddlewheels  Inc.  to  set  up  a  riverboat 
casino. 

Grassroots  effort 

One  of  the  initiators  of  the  grassroots 
effort  was  Huenefeld,  a  local  political 
activist.  Serving  with  him  on  a  steering 
committee  were  two  other  United 
Methodist  laypersons  in  the  church,  Eu¬ 
gene  Scott  and  Jack  Steele. 

Dr.  Woodland  and  Dr.  John  Lee.  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC,  Monroe,  were  also 
active  in  opposing  the  gambling. 

Lee  cited  parts  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Discipline  that  stated  the  church’s 
stand  against  gambling.  He  later  said, 
“We  fought  it  real  hard.  It  says  some¬ 


thing  to  the  rest  of  the  state.  They  came 
in  here  saying  everyone  wanted  gam¬ 
bling,  but  we  found  that  7 1  per  cent  of 
the  people  did  NOT  want  it.” 

Tactics  used 

Some  of  the  tactics  used  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  David  and  Goliath  feat  were 
listed  by  the  group. 

t  They  met  with  their  State  Represen¬ 
tative  and  got  the  Louisiana  Legislature 
to  add  an  amendment  to  a  bill  that  gave 
Ouachita  Parish  the  right  to  vote  on 
whether  to  have  riverboat  gambling  in 
their  area. 

t  A  group  of  businessmen  and  minis¬ 
ters  acted  as  an  advisory  board  that 
reached  out  to  churches  and  got  them 
involved. 

t  They  got  a  list  of  20,000  people  who 
had  earlier  signed  a  petition  against  riv¬ 
erboat  gambling,  set  up  three  phone 
banks  and  contacted  the  people. 

t  When  they  discovered  that  in  some 
churches  only  70  per  cent  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  was  registered,  they  led  a  drive  to 
get  the  others  registered. 

t  Through  these  means  they  identi¬ 
fied  14,000  citizens  who  would  vote 
against  the  casino. 

t  On  election  day,  30  ministers  and 
businessmen  served  as  poll  watchers. 

t  About  30  to  40  churches  in  the  area 
were  involved.  Preachers  spoke  against 
gambling  in  sermons. 
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Counting  our  blessings:  God's  at  work! 


From  the  Editors 


Cynthia  B, 

Diane  Huie  Bl 
John  A.  Lovelace* 


Ennaco  McKnight 
se  Johnson  Stovall 
tephen  L.  Swecker 


But  on  this  Thanksgiving  we  pre¬ 
fer  to  believe  that  this  simply  is  the 


True  to  a  cherished  Thanks¬ 
giving  hymn,  we  who  edit 
the  national  pages  of  your 
church  newspaper  regularly  “gather 
together  to  ask  the  Lord's  blessing.” 

In  that  spirit,  during  one  of  our 
recent  weekly  staff  meetings,  we 
asked  ourselves  where,  in  fact,  we 
see  “the  Lord's  blessing”  at  work  in 
the  world  we  observe  most  and 
know  best:  the  community  of  faith 
at  all  levels — local,  national  and  in¬ 
ternational. 

At  least  one  golden  thread  runs 
through  the  following  diverse  obser¬ 
vations:  a  sure  sense  that,  despite 
the  secular  cast  of  our  times,  God  is 
actively  at  work  in  both  the  church 
and  the  world. 

Here  are  our  responses  to  our 
self-questioning: 

Cynthia  B.  As  tie.  Associate  Editor 

I’m  thankful  for  two  movements 
I’ve  observed  this  year:  the  surge  in 
spiritual  awareness  that’s  leading  to 
increased  spiritual  formation  and 
the  church’s  tum  toward  the  poor  in 
both  philosophy  and  practice. 

I’ve  seen  how  the  effort  to  stay 
close  to  God  leads  naturally  into  re¬ 
lationship  with  those  for  whom  Je¬ 
sus  himself  showed  a  preference. 
I’m  convinced  that  these  energies 
will  fuel  spiritual  and  missional  re¬ 
newal  across  the  church. 

Dune  Hide  Balay,  Associate  Editor 

I  am  particularly  thankful  this 


Thanksgiving  to  be  a  part  of  a 
church  that  stretches  across  this 
country  and  many  parts  of  the 
globe.  In  particular,  the  response  of 
United  Methodists  to  the  flood  di¬ 
saster  in  the  Midwest  made  me 
grateful  to  be  a  part  of  a  connec- 
tional  church. 

United  Methodists  are  accus¬ 
tomed  to  providing  help  wherever  it 
is  needed.  However,  this  year  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  themselves  have 
needed  help.  And  their  brothers  and 
sisters  by  the  thousands  across  the 
church  responded  with  an  outpour¬ 
ing  of  love. 

This  is  a  family  I’m  grateful  to  be 
a  part  of. 

Debra  McKnight,  Design  Editor 

I’m  thankful  that  the  power  of 
agape  love  and  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  can  overcome  the  imposition  of 
self  in  our  relationships  and  deci¬ 
sion-making  in  the  church. 

As  we  work  together  to  make  dis¬ 
ciples,  strengthen  our  congregations 
and  do  ministry  in  the  world,  we  in¬ 
dividually  don’t  have  to  have  all  the 
answers.  Rather,  we  can  trust  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  work  through  our 
groups  and  then  lead  us  in  response 


to  God’s  revelation. 

Denise  Johnson  Stovall,  Associate 
Editor: 

In  my  six  years  on  the  Reporter 
staff,  I  have  become  especially 
thankful  for  the  prayers  of  my  fam¬ 
ily,  my  local  church,  my  annual 
conference  and  people  throughout 
this  denomination. 

I  know  that  your  prayers  have 
sustained  me  each  week,  in  my 
search  to  tell  the  Gospel  story 
through  the  work  of  people  like  you. 

As  we  pause  to  celebrate  Thanks¬ 
giving,  one  of  my  favorite  Scrip¬ 
tures,  Philippians  1:3,  sums  up  my 
gratitude: 

"I  thank  my  God  for  you  every 
time  I  think  of  you;  and  every  time  I 
pray  for  you  all,  I  pray  with  joy  be¬ 
cause  of  the  way  in  which  you  have 
helped  me  in  the  work  of  the  gospel 
from  the  very  first  day  until  now. " 

Stephen  L.  Swecker,  Editor-at-large: 

I’m  grateful  for  the  troubles  fac¬ 
ing  mainstream  Christianity  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  20th  century. 

Declining  membership,  financial 
pressures,  competing  models  of 


church  life,  turmoil  over  sexual  eth¬ 
ics,  and  life-and-death  issues  posed 
by  advances  in  medical  technology 
. . .  these  and  more  can  be  celebrat¬ 
ed,  not  because  they  are  “blessings” 
per  se  but  because  God  blesses  us 
through  them  as  we  struggle  to  dis¬ 
cern  God’s  will. 

It’s  hard  to  recognize  at  times, 
but  as  we  wrestle  with  painful  reali¬ 
ties,  God  surely  is  transforming  us 
and  giving  us  a  historic  opportunity 
to  be  a  more  faithful  church  and 
more  vigorous  followers  of  Jesus. 

John  A.  Lovelace,  Editor: 

One  time  years  ago  when  we  were 
interviewing  a  prospective  newcom¬ 
er  to  this  newspaper’s  editorial  staff 
I  made  the  patently  hyperbolic  as¬ 
sertion  that  we  could  “run  the 
church  from  this  office”  —  referring 
to  the  office  of  Editor/General 
Manager  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
now  deceased. 

I  did  it  to  impress  this  young 
prospect,  but  1  was  thankful  then 
and  I’ve  been  glad  ever  since  that 
the  statement  was  far  from  true. 

What  was  true  then,  however, 
and  is  true  now  is  that  the  Reporter 
does  make  a  difference  in  the 
church.  We  know  it  because  readers 
tell  us  so  via  letters  of  agreement  or 
disagreement,  praising  or  panning. 

Notwithstanding  the  weight  this 
“make-a-difference”  role  carries 
with  it,  I’m  thankful  that  the  church 
continues  to  support  this  indepen¬ 
dent  journalistic  voice.  And  I’m 


thankful  for  a  governing  structure 
that  sustains  us  even  as  it  forgives 
our  occasional  failings  and  for  a 
staff  professional  enough  to  learn 
from  our  shortcomings. 

Perhaps  the  sense  of  God  at  work 
shown  in  the  above  musings  can  be 
explained  because  we,  like  you,  are 
people  of  faith.  As  such,  we  are  in¬ 
clined  to  see  signs  of  the  holy  amid 
unholy  times  and  events. 


way  things  are:  Today,  as  always, 
the  Lord  of  life,  working  through 
you  and  us,  “chastens  and  hastens 
His  will  to  make  known.” 

If  you  share  that  belief,  we  invite 
you  to  join  us  in  seeking  ever-fresh 
ways  to  express  it  in  grateful  words 
and  gracious  deeds — not  merely  at 
Thanksgiving,  but  all  the  year  long. 


We're  commanded  by 
God  to  love  ourselves 


By  SARAH  HUDSON-PIERCE 

Self-esteem  is  not  only  a  quality 
essential  to  one’s  happiness,  it  is  a 
trait  that  is  commanded  by  God. 

The  Bible  clearly  teaches  that 
we  are  to  “Love  our  neighbors  as 
ourselves”  inferring  that  we  can¬ 
not  truly  love,  respect  or  esteem 
another  unless  we  first  love  and 
esteem  ourselves. 

Show  me  men  and  womln  who 
continually  berate  themselves, 
putting  themselves  down,  psy¬ 
chologically  beating  themselves 
up  and  I  will  point  out  one  who 
will  do  the  same  to  another  and 
will  be  one  who  walks  with 
slumped  shoulders  as  one  with¬ 
out  a  purpose,  feeling  the  weight 
of  their  own  supposed  worthless¬ 
ness  as  life  simply  becomes  a 
drag,  a  chore,  a  burden,  a  worri¬ 
some  duty  to  be  performed  as 
easily  as  possible. 

We  can  only  love  and  cherish 
another  as  we  love  and  cherish  our¬ 
selves,  exuding  a  glow,  a  charm,  a 
warmth,  a  sense  of  our  own  worth. 

Never  downcast 

Religion  was  never  meant  to  be 
a  downcast,  melancholy,  negative 
way  of  life,  one  of  fanaticism,  of 
seeking  to  control  others  by  our 
own  overbearing  ways,  actions  or 
words  but  one  of  unspeakable  joy 
as  we  bask  in  the  glory  of  knowing 
who  we  really  are — ones  made  in 
His  own  image! 

If  salvation  could  have  been 
merited  or  earned  by  our  own 
works  or  goodness  then  God 
would  not  have  given  His  only 
Son  to  die  upon  the  cross. 

This  knowledge  lifts  the  weight 
off  one’s  shoulders! 

As  a  minister’s  wife  I’ve  been 
set  free  after  many  years  of  being 
weighted  down  by  worry,  of  un¬ 
reasonable  fear,  of  concerning 
myself  with  what  others  said  or 
thought  about  me.  Some  would 
occasionally  try  to  stereotype  me, 
placing  me  on  a  very  high  pedes¬ 
tal,  trying  to  fit  me  into  a  tight 
mold,  or  so  I  insecurely  believed 
until  I  became  aware  that  every¬ 
one  has  enough  personal  prob¬ 
lems  of  their  own  without 


My  Witness 


Sarah  Hudson- 
Fierce  is  a  member 
of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Plain 
Dealing,  Louisiana. 


centering  in  on  others’  flaws  and 
imperfections. 

Unreasonable  fear 

Unreasonable  fear,  the  lack  of 
self-esteem,  saps  the  energy,  the 
spontaneity,  the  spunk  from  one’s 
face,  from  one’s  life,  if  we  allow 
others  to  insist  that  we  all  speak  the 
same  language. 

The  reason  many  people  do  not 
relate  well  to  ministers  and  their 
spouses  is  because  the  class  of  peo¬ 
ple  often  undergo  the  same  inse¬ 
curities  that  I  dealt  with  for  so 
long,  exuding  an  aura  of  religiosity, 
of  sinlessness,  as  the  front  they  feel 
that  is  expected  of  them  to  wear. 

Thus  they  make  others  uncom¬ 
fortable  in  their  presence.  Many 
seek  to  fit  the  image  that  they  be¬ 
lieve  is  expected  of  them  by 
those  too  immature  to  view  the 
minister  or  spouse  for  what  they 
are — fallible  human  beings,  peo¬ 
ple,  too;  ones  in  their  own  right, 
with  faults  exposed. 

I’m  grateful  for  the  renovation 
project  that  began  inside  which 
raised  my  own  level  of  self-es¬ 
teem,  leading  me  to  a  much 
brighter  day! 

When  I  finally  began  to  come  of 
age,  when  the  truth  finally  dawned 
on  me  that  I,  too,  am  an  individ¬ 
ual  with  rights,  freedoms,  feelings 
and  emotions  with  the  same  needs 
as  others  to  express  those  opinions 
though  others  may  disagree,  I  be¬ 
came  a  free  spirit. 

I  was  set  free,  uninhibited  as  a 
bird  in  flight  as  I  chart  my  own 
course  of  endeavor  and  for  once  in 
my  life  I  walk  with  a  spring  in  my 
step,  exuding  a  glow,  a  sense  of 
self-esteem,  of  worth,  of  knowing 
who  I  am. 
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I  find  'stages  of  faith'  editorial  wrong 


Images  of 


I  find  the  approach  to  under¬ 
standing  faith  presented  in  your 
Oct.  29  editorial  inherently  wrong. 

A  major  problem  is  that  the  edi¬ 
torial  presents  a 
sociological,  ra¬ 
ther  than  a  bib¬ 
lical  or  theolog¬ 
ical,  view  on 
the  nature  of 
faith.  The  edi¬ 
torial  describes 
faith  as  being 
contingent  up¬ 
on  one’s  social 
context. 

If  faith  is  un¬ 
derstood  in  these  terms,  it  must 
necessarily  be  a  passive  activity. 
Rather  than  shaping  or  transform¬ 
ing  our  lives,  faith  is  seen  as  but  one 
expression  among  many  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual’s  stage  of  development. 

The  very  notion  that  faith  pro¬ 
gresses  along  programmed  stages  also 
presents  problems.  How  are  radically 
disruptive  activities,  such  as  repen¬ 
tance,  understood  within  a  system 
built  upon  progressive  stages? 

A  final  problem  I  have  with  the 


When  I  was  a  lot  younger,  I 
wished  I  could  witness  some  mir¬ 
acles  like  those  described  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  I  wanted  to  hear  the  “voice  of 
God”  like  Noah.  I  didn’t  know  then 
that  the  voice  could  come  subtly. 

In  November  1988  I  played  the 
organ  for  the  first  time  at  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Car¬ 
rollton,  Texas.  Playing  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  was  part  of  the  interview 
process  to  become  the  church’s  or¬ 
ganist. 

At  that  time  I  was  playing  for  an 
Anglican  church  and  attending  a 
Roman  Catholic  church  where  I 
was  a  member. 

Why  was  I  considering  a  playing 
position  at  a  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation?  I  wasn’t  sure  at  the  time. 

When  I  arrived  to  play  on  that 
Sunday  in  1988,  I  had  decided  that 
I  would  remain  as  organist  at  the 
Anglican  church.  I  would  decline 
the  position  at  Christ  UMC  if  it 
were  offered. 

There  was  nothing  particularly 
monumental  about  my  try-out  ser¬ 
vice.  The  choir  sang,  youths  played 
bells,  I  played  the  organ,  the  congre- 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

chart  is  that,  by  its  own  admission, 
the  chart  attempts  to  describe  the 
“typical  person.”  Does  such  a  “per¬ 
son”  exist?  Obviously  not.  Any  de¬ 
scription  of  a  typical  person  will 
have  to  be  a  kind  of  composite  pic¬ 
ture  which  tends  to  reflect  the  dom¬ 
inant  social  group. 

As  a  result,  differences  in  world 
views  among  varying  minority  groups 
tend  to  get  overlooked,  if  not  de¬ 
stroyed.  Stephen  B.  Wilson 

Durham,  North  Carolina 

Encouraged  until . . . 

Denise  Johnson  Stovall’s  Oct.  29 
article  headlined  “Global  missions 
board  heeds  members’  call  to 
streamline”  encouraged  me  until  I 
read  that  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  would  be  the  “only”  unit  to 
preserve  its  current  organizational 
structure  and  purpose. 


gation  sang,  the  pastor  preached. 

But  what  happened  was  monu¬ 
mental!  By  the  time  the  service  was 
over,  I  knew  that  I  was  being  called 
to  be  organist  at  that  church.  The 
Holy  Spirit  had  spoken!  There  was 
no  doubt!  And  the  church’s  staff- 
parish  relations  committee  agreed. 

What  a  happening  it  has  turned 
out  to  be.  I  can’t  imagine  being  any¬ 
where  else.  The  congregation  wel¬ 
comed  me  into  its  family.  Together 
we  have  laughed  and  celebrated, 
cried  and  hurt,  as  families  do. 

Now  after  almost  five  years  I  still 
know  that  God  brought  me  to  that 
church,  and  I’m  so  glad  I  listened  to 
Him. 

In  January  1992  I  became  a 
member  of  Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  The  congregation’s  love, 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  days  are  surely  coming,  says 
the  Lord,  when  I  will  raise  up  for 
David  a  righteous  Branch,  and  he 
shall  reign  as  king  and  deal  wisely, 
and  shall  execute  justice  and  righ¬ 
teousness  in  the  land.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  106:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  28 
First  Week  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Psalms  80:1-7 
Monday:  Psalms  80: 1 7- 1 9 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  64:1-5 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  64:6-9 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  1:3-7 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  1:8-9 
Saturday:  Mark  13:24-37 


What  a  tragedy! 

The  Women’s  Division  now  con¬ 
trols  and  dictates  the  actions  of  the 
total  missions  board.  Of  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  number  of  180  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  directors  who  fly  at  great 
expense  from  all  over  the  world  to  a 
board  meeting,  a  large  number  of 
these  are  members  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  who  are  elected  under 
Paragraph  634.4  of  the  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  in  a  process  that  bypasses 
the  normal  delegate  process. 

Can  you  imagine  the  howl  of  pro¬ 
test  one  would  hear  if  Men’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  elected  its  directors 
outside  the  normal  process? 

Lucy  Johnson 
Wetumpka,  Alabama 

Editor’s  Note:  According  to  an  ad¬ 
ditional  provision  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  Paragraph  1429,  the 
membership  of  the  Women's  Divi¬ 
sion  includes  one  bishop,  6  “basic” 
members  including  two  clergy,  two 
laymen  and  two  laywomen,  and  58 
women,  40  of  whom  are  nominated 
by  jurisdictional  organizations  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 


Faithfully  yours 

B  «l  Ron  Thomas  is 
3  Marketing 
id  Associate  for  the 
32  Reporter. 


friendship  and  Christian  witness 
made  me  want  to  become  part  of 
the  fellowship. 

Just  as  it  was  with  Noah,  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  still  working  in  our 
lives. 


Faith 


Photo  Contest 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
announces  its  first  "Images  of  Faith" 
Photo  Contest  for  readers.  The  purpose 
of  the  contest  is  to  showcase  the  best  of 
church-  and  faith-related  photography. 
Photos  should  show  church-  and  faith- 
related  subjects  and  topics. 

£53  PRIZES: 

First  place:  $50. 

Second  place:  $25. 

Third  place  :  $15. 

Honorable  Mention:  $  1 0. 

Judging  will  be  done  by  the  UMR  staff. 
Each  award  winning  entry  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Dec.  31,  1993  issue  of  the 
Reporter. 

SS  OFFICIAL  RULES: 

Photos  can  be  color  or  black  and  white. 
No  slides  or  negatives. 

Minimum  size  is  3"  by  5". 

Maximum  size  is  8"  by  1 0". 

3  entries  per  person  maximum. 

No  photos  will  be  returned. 

All  photos  become  the  property  of  UMR 
and  may  be  used  in  a  future  publication. 

If  the  photo  is  published  later  the  pho¬ 
tographer  will  receive  the  usual  publica¬ 
tion  payment.  Contest  is  open  to  all 
readers  except  employees  of  UMR.  UMR 
will  not  be  responsible  for  lost,  late,  mis¬ 
directed,  mutilated  or  otherwise  undeliv¬ 
erable  mail. 

£53  HOW  TO  ENTER: 

On  a  separate  sheet,  attach  the  fol¬ 
lowing  info  to  your  photo  : 
Photographer’s  name,  address,  and  tele¬ 
phone  number. 

Name  of  photographer's  church. 

Identity  of  persons  in  the  photo  and 
where  the  photo  was  taken. 

(Don't  write  directly  on  the  front  or 
back  of  your  photo.) 

Send  the  photo  to: 

"Images  of  Faith"  Contest 
UMR 

2520  W.  Commerce  St. 

Dallas,  Texas  75212 

as  DEADLINE:  Photos  must  reach 
UMR  by  Dec.  13,  1993. 


— RON  THOMAS 

Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education,  The 
Connection,  Evangelism  and  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations  and  Community  Outreach, 

Personal  Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support, 
and  Value  Beyond  Print  are  but  a  few  examples.  I 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Stija  4 

Colege  years-Some 
serious  challenges  to 
religious  faith,  but 
while  few  lose  it,  most 
put  religious  practice 
on  hold  during  these 


I  felt  the  Holy  Spirit  call — and  answered 


Faith  at  work 


NOVEMBER  26,  1993 


Faith 


watch 


NCC  receives  UM  grant 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO 

BALTIMORE— United  Methodist  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  (left)  (San  Francisco 
Area)  presents  a  $50,000  check  to  officials 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  for  its 
racial  justice  fund.  The  grant  was  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (see 
UMR  Nov.  5).  Receiving  the  check  are  (left 
to  right)  the  Rev.  James  Forbes,  Riverside 
Church,  New  York,  and  racial  justice  chair¬ 
person;  the  Rev.  Syngman  Rhee,  1992-93 
NCC  president;  and  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell,  NCC  general  secretary.  Bishop 
Talbert  was  also  installed  president-elect 
during  the  NCC  meeting.  He  will  serve  for 
1994-95  and  become  the  council's  presi¬ 
dent  in  1996.  The  Rev.  Gordon  L.  Sommers, 
president  of  the  Provincial  Elders'  Confer¬ 
ence,  Moravian  Church  in  America,  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  1994-95  president. 

CONNECT  THE  DISCONNECTED: 

The  glamour  of  working  in  high  flood  waters  is 
gone,  but  the  challenge  now  for  the  church  is 
“healing  the  the  hurt  and  despair  of  flood  vic¬ 
tims  who  have  no  one  around  to  help,”  said  the 
Rev.  Larry  Acton,  volunteers  in  mission  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  United  Methodist  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference.  During  a  recent  meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  disaster  consul¬ 
tants,  Mr.  Acton  said  he  has  logged  some  700 
calls  for  UMCOR  from  work  teams  asking  to  be 
placed  at  flooded  Midwest  sites.  “That’s  the  val¬ 
ue  of  our  connectional  system,”  he  said.  “We 
can  go  anywhere  where  there  is  a  disaster  and 
show  the  love  of  Christ  to  people  who  live  a  dis¬ 
connected  life.” 

MISSIONARY  GETS  VISA:  The  Rev. 

Alex  Awad — a  Palestinian  American  who  has 
been  denied  a  visa  from  Is¬ 
rael  since  1989 — received  a 
letter  Nov.  15  stating  that 
he  would  be  allowed  into 
that  country.  He  said  he  at¬ 
tributed  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment’s  change  of  heart  to 
the  peace  process  and  “the 
efforts  of  all  those  people 
who  wrote  to  members  of 
Congress  and  the  Israeli  government  on  my  be¬ 
half.”  A  graduate  of  Asbury  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  Mr.  Awad  was 
commissioned  in  August  1989  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
He  had  applied  repeatedly  for  a  visa  to  fulfill  his 
assignment  as  pastor  at  a  Baptist  church  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  teacher  at  Bethlehem  Bible  College. 


PRISONER  RELEASED:  Through  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  his  family,  United  Methodist  contacts, 
and  a  U.S.  senator,  an  Oklahoma  petroleum  en¬ 
gineer  has  been  released  from  prison  in  Iraq. 
Ken  Beaty,  45,  of  Mustang,  Okla.,  arrived  at 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base  with  Senator  David  Bo¬ 
ren,  a  United  Methodist  layman,  on  Nov.  16. 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (Oklahoma  Area)  was 
among  those  waiting  on  the  tarmac  to  greet 
him.  Mr.  Beaty,  working  in  Kuwait  for  the  Sante 
Fe  Drilling  Company,  was  checking  a  well  when 
arrested  by  Iraqi  troops  on  April  25.  “He  inadver¬ 
tently  crossed  into  Iraqi  territory,”  the  bishop  ex¬ 
plained.  “It  was  just  an  innocent  mistake.” 

CHRISTMAS  SPECIAL:  A  one-hour  spe¬ 
cial  children’s  program,  “The  Red  Booth,”  is 
being  produced  by  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications  for  a  Dec.  5  broadcast  on  ABC-TV. 
The  special,  a  part  of  the  “Vision  and  Values” 
series  produced  by  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  focuses  on 
holiday  “pressure  points”  from  the  perspective 
of  children  as  they  pose  questions  and  ponder 
moral  and  ethical  situations  related  to  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Hanukkah.  “The  Red  Booth”  grew 
out  of  the  children’s  television  initiative  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

BETTER  COMMUNICATIONS:  a 

plan  to  communicate  better  with  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  congregations  “that  are  isolated  from  one 
another  and  from  the  information  loop  within 
The  United  Methodist  Church”  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  church’s  Native  American  Inter¬ 
national  Caucus  during  its  meeting  in 
Oklahoma  City.  The  Rev.  Sam  Wynn  of  Fay¬ 
etteville,  N.C.,  caucus  chairman,  said  the  group 
will  ask  the  church’s  top  fiscal  agency  for 
enough  money  to  put  fax  machines  in  75  of  the 
more  than  100  U.S.  Native  American  churches 
and  outpost  ministries. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Method  ists, 
Billy  Graham 
talk  evangelism 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Bringing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  people  around  the  world 
was  the  focus  recently  when 
World  Methodist  Council  leaders 
and  “the  greatest  evangelist  of  our 
time”  consulted  on  the  state  of 
global  evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Donald  English  of 
Great  Britain,  president  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  and 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  council’s 
chief  executive,  visited  with  the 
Rev.  Billy  Graham  at  his  home 
in  Montreat,  N.C. 

The  three  men  and  their  wives 
gathered  just  four  days  after  the  re¬ 
nowned  evangelist’s  75th  birthday. 

Courage  commended 

Dr.  English  praised  Dr.  Gra¬ 
ham  as  “the  greatest  evangelist  of 
our  time,”  commending  him  for 
“courage  throughout  his  ministry 
by  proclaiming  the  gospel  impli¬ 
cations  of  Jesus’  life  and  work 
which  touch  people  personally.” 

Dr.  English  paid  tribute  to  the 
way  Dr.  Graham’s  ministry  over 
many  years  has  included  many 
churches  and  denominations, 


saying  that,  in  a  sense,  he  now 
belongs  to  all  Christian  denomi¬ 
nations. 

The  two  World  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  said  they  arranged  the  meeting 
to  tell  Dr.  Graham  about  the 
council’s  own  evangelism  efforts 
involving  indigenous  leaders  in  1 5 
regions  of  the  world. 

They  said  they  also  sought  Dr. 
Graham’s  counsel  about  evange¬ 
lism  in  the  former  Soviet  Union 
and  Eastern  Europe,  where  Dr. 
Graham  has  visited  many  times. 

The  three  religious  leaders  said 
they  were  mutually  concerned 
about  the  state  of  relations  be¬ 
tween  Western  Christians  and 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

East-West  church  relations  have 
been  strained  in  the  past  few 
months  as  Russian  politicians 
were  offended  by  the  cultural  in¬ 
sensitivities  of  some  Western 
evangelists  and  faith  groups. 

Reaction  peaked 

The  reaction  peaked  this  sum¬ 
mer  with  the  introduction  of  legis¬ 
lation  that  would  restrict  activities 
of  non-indigenous  faith  groups  in 
Russia.  Although  the  proposal  was 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  JOE  HALE,  WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL 


MONTREAT,  N.C. — Visiting  recently  with  the  Rev.  Billy  Graham  and  his  wife,  Ruth  Bell  Graham 
(center),  are  the  Rev.  Donald  English,  president  of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  and  his  wife, 
Bertha  English  (left),  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  council's  chief  executive,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Hale.  While  the  three  pastors  compared  notes  on  the  state  of  world  evangelism,  their  spouses 
shared  from  their  own  ministry  experiences.  Mrs.  English  is  a  Christian  educator  in  state  schools 
in  England;  Mrs.  Hale  directs  children's  ministries  in  a  local  church  in  North  Carolina,  and  Mrs. 
Graham  is  a  noted  inspirational  author  and  lecturer. 


passed  by  the  Russian  Parliament, 
Russian  President  Boris  Yeltsin 
refused  to  sign  the  bill  into  law, 
leaving  the  measure  in  limbo. 

The  World  Methodist  leaders 
told  Dr.  Graham  of  two  efforts: 

Recent  preliminary  talks 
between  a  World  Methodist  dele¬ 
gation  and  a  world  Orthodox  del¬ 
egation  that  hopes,  among  other 
issues,  to  improve  Methodist  re¬ 


lations  with  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  (see  UMR,  Sept.  10); 

■/  The  “Connecting  Congrega¬ 
tions"  program,  profiled  a  year 
ago  in  the  Reporter,  that  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  significant  growth 
among  Methodists  in  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope  through  sustaining  links  to 
congregations  in  the  U.S.  and 
elsewhere  around  the  world  (see 
related  story  below). 


Dr.  Hale  and  Dr.  English  re¬ 
ported  that  Dr.  Graham  was  par¬ 
ticularly  interested  in  the 
“Connecting  Congregations”  pro¬ 
gram  and  offered  some  advice  on 
evangelism  in  Eastern  Europe. 

In  return.  Dr.  Graham  told  the 
World  Methodist  leaders  about 
the  recent  opening  of  The  Cove, 
a  training  and  retreat  center 
about  10  miles  from  his  home. 


FLORIDA  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  BY  TOM  HUCHES 

Family  rides  'Short  circuit' 

LAKELAND,  Fla. — Four  generations  of  the  Short  family  take 
part  in  a  "Short  Circuit  Sunday"  of  preaching  and  baptism  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  recently.  Retired  Bishop  Roy 
H.  Short  (center),  91,  holds  his  great-grandson  Peyton  Car¬ 
ter  Short.  With  them  are  (clockwise  from  left)  the  Rev.  Riley 
P.  Short,  senior  pastor  of  the  Lakeland  church  who  baptized 
his  grandson,  Peyton;  Roy  H.  Short  II,  Peyton's  father;  and 
the  Rev.  Riley  P.  Short  Jr.,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Seffner,  Fla. 


UM  Baltic  missions  center  gets 
$  1  million  pledge  from  Koreans 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  EDDIE  FOX 

TALLINN,  Estonia — Reviewing  plans  on  the  site  of  the  new  Bal¬ 
tic  Mission  Center  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World 
Evangelism  Director  of  the  World  Methodist  Council;  the  Rev. 
Olav  Parnamets,  United  Methodist  superintendent  of  Estonia; 
and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pajusco  (see  related  story  at  left). 


By  DIANE  HU1E  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — The  only  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  to  survive  the  Stalinist  re¬ 
gime  has  received  a  pledge  of  $1 
million  from  halfway  around  the 
world  to  help  create  a  mission 
"Center.  -■ 

,_The  center  is  a  projoctsof  the 
Methodist  church  in  Tallin,  Esto¬ 
nia,  a  church  which  “lived  a  life 
of  martyrdom  for  many  years,” 
the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  told  the 
Reporter.  “Now  they  are  moving 
out  in  a  life  of  ministry.” 

Dr.  Fox  is  world  director  of 
evangelism  for  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council. 

Through  the  1991  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  Singapore,  he  said,  Esto¬ 
nian  conference  Superintendent 
Olav  Parnamets  met  the  Rev. 
Sundo  Kim,  pastor  of  Kwang 
Lim  Methodist  Church  in  Seoul, 
Korea. 

A  common  interest  in  missions 
prompted  the  Korean  church’s 
$1  million  gift  to  the  Estonian 
church.  Dr.  Fox  said. 

The  Tallin  church  building  was 
destroyed  in  World  War  II  when 
parts  of  the  city  were  bombed. 
After  the  war,  the  property  was 
confiscated  by  the  Communist 
government. 

For  more  than  40  years  the 


Methodist  congregation  met  in  a 
Seventh-Day  Adventist  sanctu¬ 
ary.  Last  July  the  government 
gave  the  church  three  acres  in  the 
heart  of  Tallin. 

The  church  plans  to  build  a 
sanctuary,  educational  facility 
and  the  Baltic  Center  for  Mis¬ 
sion.  The  latter  will  house  a  Bible 
college  and  provide  training  for 
lay  pastors  and  leaders  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  the  Baltic 
nations. 


The  church  started  four  con¬ 
gregations  last  year,  two  of  which 
are  composed  of  ethnic  Russians 
living  in  Estonia,  Dr.  Fox  said. 

Through  the  “Connecting  Con¬ 
gregations"  program  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  all 
four  are  connected  to  churches  in 
the  United  States:  One  each  with 
First  UMC  in  Marietta,  Ga.; 
First  UMC  in  Peoria,  111.;  First 
UMC  in  Forest,  Miss.,  and  First 
UMC  in  Bartlesville,  Okla. 


Pensions  board  head  to  leave 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS — The  Rev.  James  F. 
Parker,  chief  staff  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
multi-billion-dollar  pension  and 
health  benefits  agency,  resigned 
Nov.  18,  effective  June  30,  1994. 

Mr.  Parker,  47,  has  been  on 
the  board’s  staff  23  years  and 
general  secretary  since  1987.  He 
is  a  clergy  member  of  the  Detroit 
Annual  Conference. 

The  unexpected  move  came 
during  the  regular  autumn  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  35  lay  and  clergy  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits. 

The  board,  headquartered  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  manages  retire¬ 
ment  funds  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  clergy  and  for  some  lay 
employees  and  health  care  pro¬ 
grams  for  31  regional  annual 
conferences.  Its  investment  port¬ 
folio  has  a  market  value  of  more 
than  $5.5  billion. 

"Jim  has  given  exemplary 
leadership,”  said  Bishop  Clay  F. 
Lee  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  board 
president,  in  announcing  Mr. 
Parker’s  resignation.  “The  pen¬ 
sion  fund  is  stronger  than  ever.” 

During  Mr.  Parker’s  term  as 
general  secretary,  the  board’s  as- 


The  Rev.  James  F.  Parker 
. . .  resigns  from  pension  agency 


sets  have  more  than  doubled. 

Other  major  developments  in 
that  period  include  purchase  and 
renovation  of  a  new  headquar¬ 
ters  building  for  the  agency  and 
the  drafting  of  a  denomination¬ 
wide  church’s  health  care  plan 
for  clergy. 

The  health  care  plan  was  nar¬ 
rowly  approved  by  the  church's 
1992  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  but  later  struck  down  by  the 
church’s  high  court  on  grounds 
that  some  of  the  plan’s  provisions 


violated  the  church’s  constitution. 

In  a  brief  statement  after  the 
resignation  was  announced,  Mr. 
Parker  did  not  state  any  specific 
reason  for  his  stepping  down. 

The  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  is  elected  for  a 
four-year  term,  with  "an  adviso¬ 
ry  ballot  affirming  the  election” 
at  the  beginning  of  each  succes¬ 
sive  year.  The  board  also  has  the 
power  to  remove  any  officer  at 
any  meeting. 

The  prescribed  advisory  ballot 
was  taken  at  the  board’s  July  20- 
22  meeting  and  sealed  pending  a 
report  at  the  November  meeting. 
During  its  recent  sessions  in  Dal¬ 
las  the  board  held  a  75-minute 
closed  door  session  to  discuss 
personnel  issues. 

The  agency’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  then  met  to  consider  the 
issue  further. 

Bishop  Lee  said  Mr.  Parker 
asked  permission  to  make  a 
statement  early  in  that  meeting 
and  made  his  request  to  resign 
effective  next  June  30. 

Bishop  Lee  said  a  search  com¬ 
mittee  for  a  new  general  secre¬ 
tary  will  be  named  as  soon  as 
possible. 


Pastors  challenge  UMC 
to  lead  urban  ministry 


By  CHERYL  HAHS  EDWARDS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Two 
United  Methodist  pastors 
prominent  in  political  and  so¬ 
cial-action  arenas  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  panel  of  concerned 
Christians  who  recently  chal¬ 
lenged  the  church  to  lead  in 
advocating  for  deteriorating 
U.S.  urban  centers. 

“Instead  of  being  the  head¬ 
light,  the  church  is  the  taillight” 
the  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II, 
pastor  of  St.  James-Paseo  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  here,  and 
Kansas  City’s  mayor,  told  a  re¬ 
cent  gathering  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  involved  in  urban 
ministries. 

The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams, 
self-proclaimed  “minister  of 
liberation”  at  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Francisco,  admonished  the 
denomination  to  reclaim  its 
heritage  of  ministry  with  strug¬ 
gling,  lower-income  people. 
“It’s  time  for  the  church  to  turn 
around  and  go  back  where  (it) 
began  when  (founder  John) 
Wesley  went  down  to  the 


mines,”  he  said. 

As  keynote  speakers  for  “The 
City  Church  in  the  Twenty-first 
Century,’’  both  pastors  said 
that  Christians,  specifically 
United  Methodists,  must  play  a 
key  role  in  making  life  better 
for  urban  dwellers. 

Designed  to  promote  church 
involvement  in  urban  concerns, 
the  conference  brought  together 
persons  involved  in  or  interest¬ 
ed  in  urban  outreach  ministries 
to  exchange  ideas  and  models. 

Mr.  Cleaver  suggested  that 
churches  join  community- 
based  organizations  in  minis¬ 
tries  of  political  action  to 
improve  society. 

Mr.  Williams  admonished  la¬ 
ity  and  clergypersons  to  devel¬ 
op  hands-on  outreach 
ministries  on  everything  from 
substance-abuse  counseling  to 
soup  kitchens,  where  both  spiri¬ 
tual  and  physical  needs  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  met. 

Ms.  Edwards  is  editor  of  the 
Missouri  West  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Review,  a  sister  publication  of 
the  Reporter. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

WAREHOUSE  CLOSED:  The  flood  re¬ 
lief  warehouse  sponsored  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  in  Moline,  Ill., 
closed  Nov.  19.  Supplies  are  to  be  shifted  to  lo¬ 
cal  distribution  centers.  More  information  is 
available  from  Marlene  Simms  Cummins  at  the 
Central  Illinois  conference  office  at  (309)  828- 
5092.  The  conference’s  flood  hotline  was  dis¬ 
continued  at  the  end  of  October. 

THANKSGIVING  DINNER:  At  least 

1,000  homeless  men,  women  and  children  in 
the  Tucson  area  were  expected  to  receive  a  tra¬ 
ditional  Thanksgiving  meal  with  all  the  trim¬ 
mings  thanks  to  members  of  St.  Francis  in  the 
Foothills  United  Methodist  Church.  Included 
with  the  meal,  prepared  by  250  volunteers  at 
the  church,  were  gifts  of  personal  items  and 
food  for  less-fortunate  families. 

JUBILEE  CHURCH:  United  Methodists 
in  the  church’s  Waterloo,  Iowa,  district  are  cele¬ 
brating  the  chartering  of  Jubilee  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church — a  new  African-American 
congregation.  The  Rev.  Marvin  D.  Ampriester, 
district  superintendent,  said  the  funds  were 
granted  by  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference  “Spirit 
Alive!  Churches  Alive!”  fund.  During  the  recent 
chartering  service,  81  adults  became  members, 
and  19  persons  were  baptized.  The  Revs.  Tom 
and  Andrea  Bishop  are  founding  co-pastors. 

MISSION  EVANGELISM  EXEC:  The 

Rev.  S.T.  Kimbrough  Jr.  has  been  elected  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  mission  evangelism  for  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Dr.  Kimbrough,  a  musician  and  Old 
Testament  scholar,  has  written  a  three-volume 
edition  of  the  works  of  Charles  Wesley  and 
served  as  pastor  of  churches  in  Germany,  North 
Carolina  and  New  Jersey. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports. 


'Hometown  labor'  builds  Africa  U. 
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OLD  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — The  student  union  pavilion  at  Af¬ 
rica  University,  pictured  on  a  calm  day,  is  buzzing  with  stu¬ 
dents  from  across  Africa.  Some  65  students  are  enrolled.  The 
official  opening  celebration  will  be  next  spring,  with  the  first 
commencement  exercises  next  December. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  university  choir  and  soc¬ 
cer  team  have  regular  gigs;  the 
fruits  of  the  theology  and  agricul¬ 
tural  schools  are  benefiting  both 
the  university  and  nearby  towns, 
the  opening  celebration  is  set  for 
next  spring,  and  the  first  class 
will  graduate  at  the  end  of  1994. 

Africa  University  is  a  reality, 
and  its  continued  growth  and  mis¬ 
sion  depends  on  the  labors  of 
hometown  United  Methodists 
around  the  world. 

That  was  the  message  ex¬ 
pressed  recently  by  a  task  force 
of  about  20  grass-roots  fund-rais¬ 
ers  from  across  the  church,  com¬ 
mitted  to  raising  money  for  the 
denomination’s  first  university 
in  sub-Sahara  Africa. 

How  churches  can  help 

According  to  the  fund-raising 
chairman,  retired  United  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols  of  Oakland, 
Calif.,  church  members  can  best 
support  Africa  University  by: 

■  Encouraging  local  congrega¬ 
tions  to  pay  apportionments 
(money  paid  by  congregations  to 
support  regional,  national  and 
churchwide  projects,  including 
Africa  University); 

■  Giving  to  the  university’s 
endowment  fund  (checks  payable 
to  local  United  Methodist 
churches  should  include  the  des¬ 
ignation:  Africa  University, 
World  Service  Special  #03-01- 
88); 

■  Celebrating  the  April  22-24, 
1994,  official  opening  by  partici¬ 


pating  in  a  nationwide  satellite 
TV  teleconference  or  by  planning 
a  celebration  in  local  churches; 

■  Praying  “without  ceasing” 
for  Africa  University’s  success. 

As  Bishop  Nichols  and  other 
lay  and  clergy  members  of  the 
fund-raising  team  honed  plans  to 
approach  large  corporate  and  pri¬ 
vate  donors  for  support  of  Africa 
University,  they  also  emphasized 
the  idea  that  donations  and  sup¬ 
port  by  individuals  and  local 
churches  are  crucial  to  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  Africa  University. 

Student  enrollment  up 

The  school,  which  opened  class¬ 
es  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  in 
March  1992,  has  about  65  stu¬ 
dents  from  seven  African  coun¬ 
tries  in  faculties  (colleges)  of 
theology  and  agriculture. 

Plans  are  under  way  to  open  a 
management  and  administration 
school  (equivalent  of  business 
colleges  in  U.S.  universities)  in 
1995,  and  schools  of  education, 
medicine  and  sciences  thereafter. 

Student  applications  are  pour¬ 
ing  in,  said  Jim  Salley,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  development  for  Africa 
University.  However,  he  empha¬ 
sized,  school  leaders  are  commit¬ 
ted  to  a  pay-as-you-go  institution, 
and  students  will  not  be  admitted 
and  colleges  will  not  be  added  un¬ 
til  the  money  is  raised. 

At  a  Nov.  17  meeting,  the  panel 
of  fund-raisers  heard  a  presenta¬ 
tion  from  Leo  Sam,  vice  president 
of  public  affairs  for  Florida  A&M 
University  in  Tallahassee. 


Mr.  Sam,  who  previously 
worked  as  a  corporate  fund-raiser 
and  who  spent  27  years  living  and 
working  in  Africa,  challenged  the 
church  group  to  move  its  work  of 
soliciting  funds  beyond  church  cir¬ 
cles  to  corporate  philanthropists. 

He  offered  suggestions  for  em¬ 
phasizing  Africa  University’s 


unique  role  in  training  ethical 
leaders  for  both  church  and  public 
leadership  in  Africa  and  for  em¬ 
phasizing  the  university’s  planned 
influence  in  development  of  agri¬ 
culture  and  sciences. 

“That’s  where  corporate  inter¬ 
ests  are,  as  they  seek  to  expand  to 
Africa,”  Mr.  Sam  said. 


Dont't 
wait  to 
register 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

If  you  are  one  of  the  1.1  mil¬ 
lion  United  Methodist  Women 
eligible  to  attend  your  interna¬ 
tional  assembly  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  next  April,  don’t  wait  too 
long  to  register. 

As  of  Nov.  1 6  officials  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  Women’s  Division  had  regis¬ 
tered  at  least  5,500  persons  for 
global  event.  The  registration 
deadline  is  March  10,  1994,  or 
until  the  seating  capacity  (12,000) 
is  met,  whichever  comes  first. 

Brenda  Cameron,  business 
manager  for  the  UMW  assem¬ 
bly  next  April  28-May  1,  said 
that  registration  as  of  a  compa¬ 
rable  date  before  the  1990  as¬ 
sembly  in  Kansas  City  was 
3,000. 

But  Ms.  Cameron,  who  has 
worked  with  UMW  assemblies 
in  Anaheim,  Calif.,  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  Kansas  City,  added, 
“remember,  we’re  expecting 
more  people  this  time.  The  last 
time  we  prepared  for  10,000 
women.  This  time  [our  limit)  is 
12,000.” 

Registration  packets  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Assembly  Business 
Office,  7820  Reading  Road,  No. 
1 800,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  45222. 


Missions  'soar'  in  New  Jersey 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

No  one  can  say  that  missions 
don’t  soar  for  Haddonfield  (N.J.) 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Rev.  William  R.  McElwee. 

In  fact,  their  “soaring  minis¬ 
try”  is  helping  build  a  new  home 
for  one  of  the  oldest  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  denomination’s 
Southern  New  Jersey  regional 
Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  McElwee,  senior  pastor  of 
the  2,000-member  Haddonfield 
congregation,  is  a  sailplane  pilot 
who  owns  a  glider  along  with  two 
friends. 

He  agreed  to  attempt  a  mara¬ 
thon  round-trip  glider  flight  as 
part  of  his  congregation’s  effort 
to  raise  $10,000  pledged  for  the 
rebuilding  of  historic  Broadway 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
downtown  Camden,  N.J. 

Members  of  the  Haddonfield 
congregation  were  asked  to  pledge 
so  much  per  mile  for  his  trip,  and 
some  even  agreed  to  serve  as  Dr. 
McElwee’s  ground  crew. 


“We’re  a  suburban  Camden 
church,  and  many  of  our  members 
used  to  be  members  of  Broad¬ 
way,”  he  said.  The  two  churches 
are  less  than  10  miles  apart. 

“Since  we’re  the  largest  church 
in  the  conference,  conference 
leaders  asked  us  if  we’d  be  will¬ 
ing  to  be  a  leader  in  the  cam¬ 
paign.  We  accepted  the  challenge 
within  a  week  of  cutting  $20,000 
for  a  television  ministry  from  our 
own  budget.” 

The  Southern  New  Jersey  con¬ 
ference  is  backing  a  $370,000  ef¬ 
fort  to  erect  a  new  building  for 
Broadway,  which  is  meeting  in  a 
trailer  on  its  cleared  site. 

The  100-member  Broadway 
congregation  and  its  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Renee  Cleary,  have  pledged 
to  raise  $100,000. 

When  it  came  time  to  plan  the 
flight.  Dr.  McElwee  continued,  the 
season  played  a  deciding  factor. 

“Originally,  I  was  going  to  ride 
the  thermals  (warm  rising  winds) 
the  length  of  the  state,  but  the 
flight  was  delayed  until  fall,  so 


the  strong  summer  thermals  were 
gone,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

“Instead  I  decided  to  try  a 
‘ridge  flight’  to  make  use  of  the 
wind  that  goes  perpendicular  to 
mountain  ranges.” 

On- Oct.  18,  the  pastor-pilot’s 
high-performance  glider  was 
towed  to  an  altitude  of  3,000  feet 
above  Blairstown,  N.J.,  near  the 
Kittatinny  Mountains  in  north¬ 
western  New  Jersey. 

“The  first  80  or  90  miles  were 
great!”  the  pastor  exulted.  “Then 
it  got  hairy  when  the  slopes  began 
to  get  lower  (on  the  return  flight).” 

Nonetheless,  Dr.  McElwee  em¬ 
ployed  a  glider  pilot’s  technique 
of  spiraling  upward,  then  gliding 
down,  until  he  completed  the 
1 30-mile  round  trip. 

"This  was  the  third-longest 
flight  I’ve  completed,”  he  said. 

And  the  proceeds  from  this 
“soarathon?” 

“We  raised  $9,300  for  the  soar¬ 
athon,  so  when  you  add  in  dona¬ 
tions,  I’m  sure  we’ll  meet  our 
$  10,000  pledge,”  he  said. 
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YOUTH  MINISTER/C. E.  DIRECTOR  need¬ 

ed.  1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth 
program.  Degree  and  experience  preferred. 
Position  available  January  1.  Negotiable  sala¬ 
ry/job  description.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy 
Dunbar,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  349,  Marshall, 
TX  75670.  (903)  938-6622. 

VACATION  IN  PARK  CITY,  UTAH.  Ski/ 

golf/hike.  UM  family  will  rent  out  private 
room  in  Park  City  condo.  All  money  supports 
building  fund  to  get  their  new  UM  church  out 
of  shopping  mall.  Contact:  Dave  or  Ann  Wil¬ 
liams,  P.O.  Box  1512,  Park  City,  UT  84060. 
(801)649-3395. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  FULL-TIME  Min¬ 
ister  of  Music.  Contact:  Music  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  116 
NE  Perry  Avenue,  Peoria,  IL  61603. 

ORGANIST/ACCOMPANIST  POSITION, 

West  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
361 1  University  Boulevard,  Houston,  TX 
77005.  (713)  666-8111.  Contact:  Lynne  Jack- 
son.  Part-time  position.  Two  Sunday  morning 
worship  services.  One  Thursday  evening  re¬ 
hearsal.  Salary  negotiable  depending  upon  ex- 
perience  and  additional  duties  assumed. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental 
accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on 
6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 

RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  planning  to 
retire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs,  Ar¬ 
kansas  area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time 
work  with  “Care  Ministry"  and  “Education 
Miniitry?"  If  io,  ple.te  .end  your  inquiry 
and/or  resume  to:  Christ  of  the  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  700  Balearic  Road  #43, 
Hot  Sprinp  Village.  AR  71909,  Attn:  R.T. 
Jarrell. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 

Accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor 
with  quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  South¬ 
west  and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and 
legal  references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78338. 

THE  MIRACLE  AT  PENTECOST.  An  incred¬ 

ible  true  story,  on  VHS  video,  about  Pente¬ 
cost,  and  a  Cnristian  artist  and  his  patroness 
who,  ablaze  with  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  lives, 
created  a  miracle  painting.  Their  vision  of 
Pentecost  is  inspiring  scores  of  believers  and 
unbelievers  alike  who  come  from  around  the 
world  and  share  daily  in  the  painting's  power¬ 
ful  message.  This  marvelous  account  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  action  will  bring  you  and  your 
family  face  to  face  with  the  eternal  power  that 
creates  and  changes  lives.  $24.60  (includes 
tax,  S/H).  1-800-382-5565:  all  major  credit 
cards  (except  Diners),  and  checks  to:  Atelier. 
8100  Lomo  Alto,  Suite  210,  Dallas,  TX 
75225. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new  two- 

bedroom  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fire¬ 
places,  decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round. 
Mountain  Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586- 
2864. 

DYNAMIC  GROWING  CENTRAL  Florida 

church  looking  for  assistant  pastor.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  First  UMC,  101  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee,  FL  34741. 

VISITINO  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

Firtt  Methodist.  3401  Cin«l  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship: 
11:00  a.m.  (504)488-0856. 

MINISTER  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

Fir*t  United  Metbodiit  Church  of  Glen  EUyn, 
IL.  Full-time.  Salary  and  benefits-  $30,000. 
Church  membership!-  850.  Available:  Spring 
1994.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  job  description 
and  send  resume  to:  Rev.  Doyle  Blanton,  First 
UMC.  424  Forest  Ave.,  Glen  Ellyn,  IL  60137. 
(708)  469-3510.  Fax:  (708)  469-2041 . 

COLLEGE  DEOREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 

SSS.  Cetelog  SI.  Chriitien  Bible  College,  Ste- 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  2/804. 
(9 1 9)  442- 1211.  (Accredited). 

DISCUSSION  GROUPS  WANTED.  Local 

church  discussion  groups  to  participate  in  a 
national  research  project  to  discuss  the  UMC 
1992  Book  of  Resolutions  over  9  weeks  begin¬ 
ning  January  16,  1994.  This  is  a  project  of  the 
UMC  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  the  Forum  Foundation  of  Seattle.  Cost  is 
$72.00  for  the  series.  Includes:  audio  tapes, 
opinionnaires*.  and  response  sheets.  Send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to:  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100  Maryland 
Ave.,  NE,  Washington,  DC  20002.  Deadline 
date  for  enrollment:  December  1,  1993. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SUPERVISION  And  Support 

Systems.  United  Methodist  Division  or  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  invites  applications.  M.Div. 
and  ordination  required.  Experience  as  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  or  Field  Work  Supervi¬ 
sor  an  asset.  Deadline,  December  10.  Contact: 
Rev.  John  E.  Harnish,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville.  TN  37205.  (615)  340-7388. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

for  a  1 600-member  congregation  with  unusual 
lay  talent  and  resources.  Multiple  staff  situa¬ 
tion  and  outstanding  plant  facilities.  Candi¬ 
dates  need  a  special  knack  for  developing 
exciting  Children's  Ministries,  as  well  as 
working  with  mature  adults.  Bachelor  of  edu¬ 
cation  or  its  equivalent,  required  along  with  a 
minimum  of  three  years  experience  in  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  setting.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  John  Fellers,  2727  Jackson 
Street,  Alexandria,  LA  71301. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME  Director 
of  Music  for  a  rapidly  expanding  congrega¬ 
tion.  Requires  energetic  Christian  open  to 
new  challenges  in  music  ministry.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  spiritual  biography  and  samples  of  your 
work,  preferably  an  audio  or  video  tape:  Rev. 
David  Landers,  Heritage  United  Methodist 
Church,  2680  Landmark  Drive,  Clearwater, 
FL  34621. 

PECANS:  SHELLED  AND  IN-SHELL  1993 

GA  crop.  Gift  tins,  boxes.  Candies.  Call  for 
fund  raising  brochure/gift  brochure.  Wilker- 
son  Pecans,  Sylvester,  GA  3 1 79 1 .  1-800-523- 
3505. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  700- 

member  church.  Salary  dependent  on  experi¬ 
ence.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Vernon,  Texas.  Send  resume  to:  Derrell 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexi¬ 
co  residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  informa¬ 
tion. 

LIBRARIAN.  METHODIST  Theological 

School  in  Ohio  invites  nominations  and  appli¬ 
cations  for  the  position  of  Librarian  (Director 
of  the  Library).  The  candidate  should  hold  an 
ALA  accredited  M.L.  S.  and  graduate  de¬ 
gree^)  in  theological  education,  and  have  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  professional  librarian.  The 
position  carries  faculty  status.  Racial/ethnic 
and  women  candidates  are  invited  to  apply 
and  are  encouraged  to  identify  themselves. 
Send  letters  of  nomination  or  application, 
with  supporting  documents  to:  Frederick  C. 
Tiffany,  Academic  Dean,  Methodist  Theolog¬ 
ical  School  in  Ohio,  P.O.  Box  1204,  Delaware, 
OH  43015.  Review  of  applications  will  bepin 
on  January  3,  and  continue  until  the  position 
is  filled.  AA/EOE. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of 

Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for 
670-member  church.  Send  resumes  to: 
Charles  R.  Tanner,  P.O.  Box  505,  Dayton,  TX 
77535. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparabje  view. 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  University  of 

Washington  has  full-time  position  for  campus 
minister.  Established  campus  ministry  to 
graduate  and  undergraduate  students,  salary 
package  range  $25-30K  DOE.  To  receive  in¬ 
formation  and  application  write:  Rev.  Wayne 
McCleskey,  Director,  1415  NE  43rd  St.,  Seat¬ 
tle,  WA  98105  or  call  (206)  522-3423,  fax 
(206)  525-7494.  Inquiries  before  December 
15th  1993. 

$525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist. 

Buses,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distrib¬ 
utor  for  Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans 
with  center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step. 
Call  Trinity  Transportation,  (800)  330-3622. 

Drug  program  selected  for  study 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — “Revival  of  Hope,” 
a  program  on  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse  developed  by  four  Methodist 
denominations,  has  been  selected 
for  church-wide  study  during  the 
1994  Easter  season  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  Easter  season  begins  at  sun¬ 
set  Easter  eve,  April  2,  and  extends 
through  Pentecost,  May  22. 

A  packet  of  materials  which  sup¬ 
ports  the  program  is  available  to  lo¬ 
cal  church  groups.  It  includes  a 
20-minute  video,  viewer’s  guide 
and  a  strategy  guide  for  groups 
which  wish  to  develop  ministries  to 
those  who  have  been  hurt  by  the 
misuse  of  alcohol  or  other  drugs. 

The  four  denominations  that  de¬ 
veloped  “Revival  of  Hope”  are  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  and  the  Christian  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church. 

“Revival  of  Hope”  packets  are 
available  through  Cokesbury  Ser¬ 
vice  Center,  P.  O.  Box  801,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37702-993 1 . 


WRITER'S  WANTED 

For  FREE  writer's  guidlines, 
send  SASA  to: 

Living  Faith  Literary  Agency 
P.O.  Box  566397.  Atlanta.  GA  30356 
(404)  642  0240 


REVITALIZED! 


Now  life  lias  boon  given  to  llio  highly  acclaimed 
RSV  I Ifli'i’cr  Shull/  Hil’h’.  Updated  and  expanded, 
this  is  equipped  with  tools  that  will  enhance  your 
study  of  God's  Word.  The  NRSV  translation  is  the 
most  modern  translation  of  the  Bible  available 
today.  The  study  notes  on  each  page,  eye-catching 
maps  and  charts,  and  an  extensive  concordance 
will  inspire  you  to  understand  the  Scriptures 
and  discover  personal  insights  for  your  life. 

Non’ available  at  your  local  bookstore.  _  . 


Zondervan 
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It  is  ironic,  and  even  humorous,  that  God  often  bypasses  the  struc¬ 
tures  of  power,  success  and  authority.  God  consistently  chooses  weak¬ 
ness,  failure  and  simple  commitment. 

Think  of  the  symbols  of  Christmas:  straw,  barnyard  animals,  angels 
and  a  helpless  babe. 


Advent  II 


God  often  bypasses 
power  structure 
uses  our  weaknesses 


Bishop  William  Oden 

The  more  Advent  seasons  I  live  through,  the  more  amazed  I  am  at 
how  the  Grace  of  God  works. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


DECEMBER  3,  1993 


VISION  2000:  Celebrate  with  Judy  Loehr 


Celebrate  during  the  holidays  and 
then  in  January  the  churches  who 
aspire  to  be  Celebrating  Congrega¬ 
tions  in  1 994  will  be  encouraged  to 
keep  on  celebrating!  Rev.  Judy 
Loehr,  who  has  inspired  clergy  and 
laypersons  on  previous  visits  to 
Louisiana  Conference,  will  partici¬ 
pate  as  a  leader  in  the  VISION  2000 
workshops  for  Celebrating  Congre¬ 
gations. 

Persons  from  the  southern  half  of 
the  state  will  attend  the  workshop 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  8,  in  the  Cajun 
Dome,  Lafayette.  Members  in  the 
northern  part  will  gather  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  in  Shreveport  on  Jan. 
22. 


United  Methodist  Festival  Choir 
she  toured  Europe,  New  Zealand, 
Australia  and  Hawaii. 

She  was  cantor  and  worship  lead¬ 
er  in  1987  and  1993  for  the  Global 
Gatherings  in  Louisville  and  India¬ 
napolis. 

Churches  who  choose  to  be  Cele¬ 
brating  Congregations  will  receive 
training  that  encourages  Christian 
growth  through  vibraql  and  cele¬ 
brating  worship.  The  Celebrating 
Task  Force  has  planned  sessions 
within  the  framework  of  an  actual 
worship  experience. 

Instead  of  lectures,  participants 
will  take  part  in  worship.  Resource 


materials  will  be  available  and  dis¬ 
plays  will  illustrate  elements  of  wor¬ 
ship  that  encourage  more  dynamic 
and  varied  worship. 

Dr.  Rod  Kennedy,  of  Baton 
Rouge  is  chair  and  Rev.  Leslie 
Akin,  Conference  director  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Worship  Ministries,  is 
resource  leader  for  the  task  force. 
Members  are  Rosalie  Branigan, 
Faye  Ross  and  Rev.  Michael 
Wethey,  all  of  Baton  Rouge;  Rev. 
Ted  Standley  of  Opelousas;  Su¬ 
zanne  Cate  and  Laura  Augustine  of 
Shreveport  and  Rev.  Kathy  Dau¬ 
phin  of  Springhill. 


Rev.  )udy  Loehr 


Think  of  the  message  of  Christmas:  The  worldwide  fulfillment  of 
promises  of  peace  and  justice  through  the  birth  of  a  child. 

Think  of  the  characters  of  Christmas:  A  wilderness  revolutionary, 
hillside  shepherds,  foreign  magicians  and  a  sleeping  infant. 

Paul  Lehman,  the  Christian  ethicist,  speaks  of  the  “Ethic  of  the 
Manger.” 

I  have  never  understood  the  full  meaning  of  that  phrase,  but  it  says  to 
me  that  God  is  closer  to  us  in  our  failures,  our  hurts  and  our  weakness¬ 
es  than  anywhere  else.  And  we  are  closest  to  God  when  we  allow  our 
Creator-Redeemer  to  work  through  our  failures,  hurts  and  weaknesses. 

A  “Manger  Ethic”  is  a  lifestyle  of  affirming  God’s  Grace  in  the 
mundane  and  ordinary. 

- 1 - 

Around  the  Conference 

Season  inspires  varied  events 


The  Care  Team  of  Aldersgate 
UMC,  Slidell  has  a  tradition  of 
sharing  an  advent  devotional  book¬ 
let  with  the  con¬ 
gregation.  Each 
devotion  is  writ¬ 
ten  by  a  member 
of  the  church 
family.  The 
booklets  were 
distributed  at 
worship  services 
on  Nov.  28.  Pas¬ 
tors  are  Rev.  ClifT  C.  Wright  Jr.  and 
Rev.  Walter  L.  Parker  Jr.,  associate. 

Advent.  Adwhat?,  a  skit,  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  high  school  seniors  of 
Fellowship  UMC,  Bossier  City,  “as 
a  special  gift”  on  the  first  Sunday  of 
the  season.  Rev.  Greg  Davis,  is  the 
pastor.  Participants  were  Tiffany 
Richie,  Chad  Speir,  Amy  Upchurch, 
Michelle  Taylor  and  Mandy  John¬ 
son. 

Members  of  Jefferson  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  and  a  number  of  other 
congregations  in  Louisiana  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  Project  Angel  Tree. 

Prison  Fellowship  supplies  the 
names  of  children  who  have  a  par¬ 
ent  in  prison.  The  names  are  placed 
on  a  Christmas  tree.  Each  partici¬ 
pant  selects  an  “angel”  and  pur- 

Interim  pastoral 

Bishop  William  Oden  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Cabinet  announce  interim  changes 
of  appointments. 

Rev.  Allan  Anderson  assumed  his 
duties  as  chaplain  at  Pendleton  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans  on  Oct.  1 . 

Taking  a  leave  of  absence,  effec¬ 
tive  Oct.  10,  is  Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan, 

New  Arrival 

Baby’s  first  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas:  Gabriel  Wesley  Garcia, 
was  born  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jose 
Garcia  on  Nov.  4.  Garcia  is  pastor 
of  Mooringsport-Oil  City-Belcher 
UMC. 


chases  a  gift  for  the  child  it 
represents.  Angel  Tree  children  also 
will  receive  an  illustrated  gospel 
tract. 

Project  leader  is  Marilyn  Barfield 
and  the  pastor  is  Rev.  John  R. 
Johns. 

Every  Christmas,  First  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  and  many  other  congre¬ 
gations  around  the  state  share  gifts 
of  food  and  friendship  to  make  the 
season  more  enjoyable  for  poor  per¬ 
sons  in  the  community. 

Boxes  or  baskets  are  filled  with 
food  and  other  items  and  then  de¬ 
livered  to  families  prior  to  Christ¬ 
mas  Day.  Members  donate  food  or 
money  for  the  project.  Robert  Whit¬ 
tington  is  in  charge  of  the  effort  at 
the  downtown  church  where  senior 
pastor  is  Dr.  Chris  Andrews. 

At  First  UMC,  Tbibodaux,  where 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash  is  pastor,  an¬ 
nouncements  are  put  in  the  local 
community  newspaper  welcoming 
auditions  for  their  church’s  Christ¬ 
mas  musical  presentation,  “Repeat 
the  Sounding  Joy.”  Rev.  Mike 
Townsend,  minister  of  music,  who 
recently  appeared  in  Thibodaux 
Little  Theater,  will  direct  the  per¬ 
formances  at  the  8:30  and  1 1  a.m. 
worship  services,  Sunday,  Dec.  1 2. 

appointments 

pastor  Glenmora  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria. 

Retired  minister,  Rev.  Lael  S. 
Jones  became  oastor  of  Carpenter’s 
Chapel  in  Baton  Kouge  District  on 
Nov.  1. 

Rev.  Cecil  C.  Mims,  retired  min¬ 
ister  who  has  been  serving  Bienville 
UMC,  Ruston,  became  pastor  of 
Houma  Heights-Gibson,  in  Aca- 
diana  District,  effective  Nov.  1. 

Rev.  David  R.  DeWitt,  chaplain 
at  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake 
Charles,  has  taken  an  additional  re¬ 
sponsibility  as  pastor  of  Iowa  UMC 
effective  Nov.  1. 

Rev.  William  Boyd  was  appoint¬ 
ed  pastor  of  Roanoke  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles  District,  effective  Dec.  1 . 


Congregations  emphasizing  one 
of  the  other  areas  —  Serving,  Nur¬ 
turing  or  Inviting  will  meet  on  the 
same  dates  with  other  leaders. 

Scarritt-Bennett 

Loehr  is  director  of  worship  and 
outreach  ministries  at  Scarritt-Ben¬ 
nett  Center  in  Nashville  and  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  61st  Avenue  UMC  in  that 
city. 

While  a  graduate  student  in  the 
master  of  divinity  program  at  Van¬ 
derbilt  Divinity  School,  she  re¬ 
ceived  the  dean’s  scholarship  and 
had  a  teaching  fellowship  in  wor¬ 
ship  and  liturgy. 

She  formerly  was  a  diaconal  min¬ 
ister  of  music  at  Christ  UMC  in  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  First  UMC  and  Coral 
Gables  in  Florida  and  Sevema  Park 
UMC  in  Sevema  Park,  Md.  She 
also  has  been  director  of  Church 
Music  and  Worship  Resources  for 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Section  on  Worship  in  Nashville. 

She  holds  a  master  of  music  de- 

Johns  Hopkins  University  in  Balti¬ 
more,  received  artist  diplomas  in 
voice  and  opera  at  Mozarteum  in 
Salzburg,  Austria  and  a  bachelor  of 
music  degree  from  Baylor  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Waco. 

As  musical  director  with  the 

Peace/Justice 
Service  set 

University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
has  planned  a  special  Peace  with 
Justice  Service  for  Sunday,  Dec.  1 2, 
at  3  p.m.  Dr.  Carol  Walker,  Peace 
With  Justice  educator,  and  Rev.  C. 
Richard  Hoffpauir,  superintendent 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  will 
speak. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  by 
Dr.  Hilda  Arndt,  Conference  Peace 
With  Justice  chair.  Host  pastor  is 
Rev.  Pat  Ginn,  University’s  pastor. 

All  churches  in  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  are  invited  to  attend. 

University  is  the  only  Peace  With 
Justice  covenant  church  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  service 
will  encourage  other  local  churches 
to  adopt  the  program. 

Being  a  covenant  church  implies 
that  the  congregation  will  strive  to 
further  peace  with  justice  through 
Bible  study,  worship  and  involve¬ 
ment  in  local  missions  and  issues. 

The  service  will  end  with  Com¬ 
munion.  During  a  reception  after 
the  service,  questions  may  be  raised 
concerning  covenant  churches. 

The  event  will  be  one  of  the  last 
in  the  Conference  for  Walker  since 
her  commitment  in  Louisiana  will 
end;  after  the  holidays  with  family 
she  will  return  to  her  assignment  in 
China. 

Representing  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Walker  participated  in 
ceremonies  in  Washington  relating 
to  the  presentation  of  gun  control 
petitions  by  Yashi  Hattori’s  par¬ 
ents.  He  is  the  Japanese  exchange 
student  killed  in  Baton  Rouge  in 
October  of  1 992. 


Karamu  to  show  Christmas  in  the  ghetto  and  other  cultures 


Christmas  in  Greece  and  Christ¬ 
mas  in  The  Ghetto  will  be  among 
cultures  and  countries  represented 
when  Baton  Rouge  District  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries  holds  “A 
Christmas  Karamu  Around  the 
World.”  The  event  extolling  the 
“joy  and  fun”  of  the  season  is  set 
for  Sunday,  Dec.  5,  at  5  p.m.  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


Music,  drama,  food  and  other 
presentations  will  help  participants 
understand  how  Christmas  is  cele¬ 
brated  in  other  countries  and  re¬ 
gions.  A  love  offering  will  be  taken 
for  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

Some  participating  churches  and 
their  themes  are:  First,  Baton 
Rouge,  South  Africa;  Jordan,  Ko¬ 
rea;  St.  John’s,  Baton  Rouge, 


Greece;  Neely,  China;  Magnolia, 
Mexico;  Francis  Asbury,  Jamaica; 
Jefferson,  Germany;  Mt.  Zion, 
North  America,  and  Wesley,  The 
Ghetto. 

Youths  on  the  planning  commit¬ 
tee  are  Lauren  Peak  and  Anthony 
Lathan,  cochairs,  and  Kyla  Turpin. 
Adults  are  Carolyn  Patterson,  John 
Ed  Harper  and  Leona  McCastle. 


Rev.  Nathaniel  Williams  wills  historic 
New  Orleans  residence  to  Lafon  Home 


Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams,  re¬ 
tired  Louisiana  Conference  minis- 
historic  residence 
in  New  Orleans 
to  Lafon  Home, 
Dr.  Carole  Cot- 
ton-Winn,  New 
Orleans  District 
Superintendent 
announces.  He  is 
a  member  of  the 
United  Method¬ 
ist  nursing 
home’s  board  of 
directors. 

The  14-room,  two-story  struc¬ 
ture  at  219  South  Miro  (two  blocks 
from  Canal  Street)  formerly  was  the 
property  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Episcopal  residence 

The  home,  built  around  1930, 
was  the  official  residence  of  the  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  of  the  New  Orleans 
area.  Bishops  Willis  J.  King  and 
Noah  W.  Moore  occupied  the  resi¬ 
dence  until  the  episcopal  headquar¬ 
ters  was  changed  from  New  Orleans 
to  Houston  around  1 960. 

When  the  conference  decided  to 
sell  it,  Williams  purchased  the  prop¬ 
erty.  It  became  the  home  of  Wil¬ 
liams  and  his  late  wife,  Allie  Mae. 

“Since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  at  Lafon 
Home,  I  have  seen  the  progress  that 
has  been  made  in  these  short  years," 
Williams  said.  “I  envision  more  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  years  to  come.  Conse¬ 
quently,  I  want  to  contribute  as  much 
as  I  can  and  as  long  as  1  can.” 

Williams’  entire  estate,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  home,  property  and  fur¬ 
nishings,  is  bequeathed  to  Lafon 
Home.  The  stately,  white  stucco 
home  with  green  terrazzo  tile  roof, 
originally  was  built  by  S.  W.  Green, 
grand  chancellor  commander  of  the 
Grand  Knights  of  the  Pythian. 

Edward  J.  Lang,  administrator  of 
Lafon  Home,  said.  “The  board  of 
trustees  and  the  administration  are 
grateful.  We  feel  honored  to  have  a 
gift  of  this  magnitude  bestowed 
upon  the  home.  It  is  such  a  blessing 
because  so  many  people  will  benefit 
from  this  gift.” 

Williams  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  Hafley  Joseph  Williams  and 
Theresa  Nelson  Williams.  His  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  member  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  was  a  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
when  he  died  in  1934. 

Chairperson  for  merger 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Williams  was 
chair  of  the  Committee  on  Merger 
—  Conference  B.  The  service  for 
merger  was  held  in  June  1971  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Ministry  for  eight  years  in  the 
merged  annual  conference. 

In  the  summer  of  1 974,  he  was  a  del¬ 
egate  to  the  Evangelistic  Convocation 
of  the  UMC  held  in  the  Holy  Land. 

For  25  years,  Williams  workeo  as 
an  equal  employment  opportunity 
officer  for  the  Louisiana  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Labor,  monitoring  job  dis¬ 
crimination. 

His  wife  was  nationally  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  field  of  Public  Health 
Nursing.  After  her  death  in  1987, 
the  mayor  and  city  council  of  New 
Orleans  voted  to  re-dedicate  the 


ter,  has  willed  his 


Rev.  Nathaniel 
Williams 


Central  City  Multi-Service  Center, 
2020  Jackson  St.,  and  give  it  a  new 
name,  the  Allie  Mae  Williams 
Multi-Service  Center. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Williams  shared 
similar  concerns  and  devoted  their 
efforts  and  time  to  the  needs  of  the 
community  as  he  still  does. 


Bequeathed  to  Lafon  Home  is  Rev.  Nathaniel  Williams'  historical 
house,  formerly  the  episcopal  residence.  The  picture  below  shows 
the  lovely  entrance  gate  to  the  home  on  Miro  Street  two  blocks 
from  Canal  Street  in  New  Orleans. 


Marilyn  Brown  Oden  inspires 
with  Advent  devotional  booklet 


An  Advent  devotional  guide 
has  been  written  by  our  own 
Marilyn  Brown  Oden  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  Abingdon  Press.  Ad¬ 
vent,  A  Calendar  of  Devotions 
1993  takes  one  through  the  holi¬ 
day  season  with  daily  Scripture 
reading,  a  thoughtful  message 
and  a  prayer.  It  is  a  delightful 
booklet  that  is  enjoyable  to  read 
and  an  inspiration  for  the  season. 

The  bishop  sent  out  copies  to 
Louisiana  clergy.  Many  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  churches  are  distributing 
copies. 

She  writes  of  faith  experiences 
in  Russia,  Oklahoma,  Louisiana, 
Australia  and  other  places  in¬ 
cluding  Uncompahgre  Peak 
which  the  family  climbed  to  cele¬ 
brate  her  husband,  Bishop 
Oden’s  50th  birthday. 

She  tells  of  skiing  in  the  wil¬ 
derness  with  her  son,  Dirk,  with 
snow  floating  “gently  around  us, 
soft  confetti  flocking  God’s  for¬ 
est.” 

During  a  family  retreat  in  the 
Rockies,  she  reports  that  she 
skied  in  the  moonlight  at  mid¬ 
night. 

“Wherever  we  are,  we  can  en¬ 


ter  the  secret  place  of  the  heart 
which  offers  us  space  to  pause 
and  listen,”  she  said.  “Silently 
the  messenger  comes,  bringing 
peace  and  good  news.” 

In  another  devotional  she 
mentions  a  sunny  morning  in 
Ekaterinburg  in  renamed  Meth¬ 
odist  Park  when  Bishop  Oden 
and  Bishop  Vaxby  led  the  conse¬ 
cration  of  the  church  site. 

Back  in  Louisiana,  she  heard  a 
child  in  a  southern  parish  telling 
that  “Jesus  was  baptized  by  his 
best  friend.  In  the  bayou.”  Mrs. 
Oden  writes,  “We  are  baptized  in 
the  name  of  our  Best  Friend;  we 
respond  by  faithfully  sending  rip¬ 
ples  of  love  through  the  bayous 
of  our  life  journey.” 

About  the  season  she  writes, 
“Christmas  is  coming!  Lists 
lengthen.  Noise  mounts.  Shoul¬ 
ders  bump  in  the  crowd.  Food 
abounds.  Glitz  surrounds.  Plastic 
trees  rise  scentless.  Daylight 
shrinks.  Movement  speeds.  The 
secular  world  steals  the  season. 
Restore  us,  O  God.” 

Order  from  Cokesbury  Pub¬ 
lishing,  1-800-672-1789,  45  cents 
per  copy. 
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Get  serious  on  Jesus  and  gun  control 


Would  Jesus  carry  a  handgun? 

The  right  answer,  of  course,  is: 
“Get  serious." 

We  are  serious  about  pervasive 
gun  violence  in  the  U.S,  and  about 
efforts  to  stop  such  violence. 

Two  recent  congressional  efforts 
give  us  hope: 

Z’  Adoption  of  a  major  crime  bill 
including  a  ban  on  many  types  of 
assault  weapons  whose  only  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  slaughter  humans; 

Z  Adoption  of  the  Brady  bill,  an 
effort  to  control  handgun  sales 
through,  among  other  things,  a  five- 
day  waiting  period  and  background 
checks. 


Editorial 

We  commend  congressional  lead¬ 
ers  for  passing  these  measures.  But 
they  mustn’t  be  allowed  to  stop 
with  these  minimal  first  steps. 

What’s  outrageous  amid  the  en¬ 
couraging  signs  on  gun  control  is 
how  long  it  has  taken — at  least  five 
years  since  the  Brady  bill’s  intro¬ 
duction,  for  instance — to  achieve 
even  a  baby  step  toward  ending  gun 
proliferation  in  the  U.S.  Powerful 
special  interest  groups  and  their 
lobbies  have  seen  to  that. 


Therefore,  we  think  it  appropri¬ 
ate,  as  Christians  prepare  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  to  take  a  hard  look  at  the 
American  lifestyle  of  gun  violence. 

No  matter  what  gun  lobbies  say, 
two  things  are  clear: 

First,  human  life  is  at  stake.  It’s 
been  known  for  decades  that  strict 
gun  control  laws  work.  The  1992 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Resolu-, 
tions,  in  presenting  the  church’s  offi¬ 
cial  stance  in  favor  of  handgun 
control,  states  that  the  gun  murder 
rate  per  100,000  in  the  U.S.,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  is  200  times  greater  than  in 
Japan,  where  the  public  cannot  buy 


handguns. 

Second,  in  neither  congressional 
effort  cited  above  is  a  constitutional 
right  to  bear  arms  at  stake.  Does  any¬ 
one  really  believe  that  the  nation’s 
founders  would  have  approved  to¬ 
day’s  gun  mania— drive-by  shoot¬ 
ings,  automatic  weapons  in  school 
hallways,  and  mere  children  carrying 
handguns  for  “protection” — all  as 
legitimate  expressions  of  a  “consti¬ 
tutional  right”? 

The  improbable  image  of  Jesus 
carrying  a  handgun  helps  to  put  the 
issue  in  its  proper  perspective: 

No  peace-loving  person  can  right¬ 
ly  appeal  to  Christian  principles  or, 
for  that  matter,  to  the  tenets  of  any 
mainstream  religious  tradition,  to 
delay  stricter  gun  control  laws. 

To  the  contrary,  we  as  Christians 
should  actively  urge  our  legislators 
to  build  on  the  momentum  created 
by  public  discourse  on  gun  violence 
and  to  take  further  steps,  especially 
to  control  and/or  eliminate  hand¬ 
gun  possession  and  use  (see  related 
photo  and  caption  at  left). 

If  Jesus  were  to  share  his  senti¬ 
ments  on  this  topic,  does  anyone 
doubt  what  he’d  include?  How 
about:  “Happy  are  those  who  work 
for  peace;  God  will  call  them  his 
children”  (Matthew  5:9  TEV). 


FaithLine 

What  do  you  suggest  as  ways  to 
curb  gun  violence  in  America? 

Please  limit  your  written  respons¬ 
es  to  50  words  by  mail  or  fax.  Or  be 
ready  to  limit  your  recorded  mes¬ 
sages  on  our  “FaithLine”  answering 
machine  to  30  seconds. 

Written  responses  including  your 
name  and  address  may  be  mailed  to 
“FaithLine,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275  or  sent  by  facsimile  to 
214-630-0079.  To  record  your  re¬ 
sponse  on  our  answering  machine, 
call  214-630-6499.  Please  leave  your 
full  name  and  telephone  number. 

Responses  must  be  received  by 
midnight  Dec.  15  to  be  considered 
for  publication. 
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Coalition  urges:  'Stop  the  shooting' 

WASHINGTON — United  Methodist  layman  Michael  K.  Beard  (right)  heads  the  18-year-old  Coalition  to 
Stop  Gun  Violence,  a  cooperative  effort  of  35  national  organizations  that  so  far  has  collected  120,000 
signatures  seeking  strong  U.S.  action  to  stop  the  shooting  across  America.  With  him  are  Masaichi  (left) 
and  Meiko  Hattori  of  Japan  carrying  books  containing  1.7  million  Japanese  signatures  urging  U.S.  lead¬ 
ers  to  take  action  on  gun  violence.  The  Hattoris'  16-year-old  son,  Yoshi,  an  exchange  student,  was 
killed  last  year  when  a  homeowner  with  a  handgun  mistook  the  youth  for  an  intruder  on  Halloween. 
Information  on  the  coalition  may  be  obtained  by  calling  202-544-7190. 


How  do  laypeople  make  known  their  wishes 


The  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council’s  ruling  on  homosexuals  in 
the  clergy  is  a  joke.  Even  a  4th 
grade  pupil  should  understand  the 
meaning  of  “self-avowed  practicing 
homosexual.” 

What  is  the  problem?  The  clergy 
are  the  problem.  The  clergy,  in  their 
secret,  no-lay-members-allowed 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministries  meet¬ 
ings  and  executive  sessions  are  per¬ 
verting  Paragraph  402.2  of  the  Book 
of  Discipline. 

Where  is  the  accountability?  How 
can  laypeople  make  their  wishes  felt? 

Mildred  L.  Brown 
Fullerton,  California 

It's  ludicrous 

In  recent  days  I  have  wondered 
about  our  nation’s  wisdom  and  now  I 
wonder  about  our  church’s  wisdom. 

The  ruling  of  the  Judicial  Council 
that  calls  for  a  defining  of  the  de¬ 
scriptive  adjective,  a  “self-avowed 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

practicing  homosexual,”  is  ludi¬ 
crous  (see  UMR,  Nov.  5).  The 
meaning  is  quite  self-evident. 

This  council’s  ruling  and  its  im¬ 
plications  are  grievous.  The  whole 
homosexual  issue  in  our  church  is 
insidiously  grievous.  I  am  sorely 
grieved  for  the  beloved  church  to 
which  I  have  been  called. 

Daniel  L.  Moore 
Throckmorton,  Texas 

Not  sole  solution 

I  must  respond  to  Diane  Huie  Ba- 
lay’s  articles  titled  “Beyond  the 
Controversy”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  22). 

To  only  promote  adoption  as  the 
main  solution  and  neglect  the  other 
areas  of  humanitarian  help  that 


women  need  when  confronted  with 
an  unwanted  problem  pregnancy  is 
very  heartbreaking. 

1  believe  we  could  practically  elim¬ 
inate  anyone  from  being  confronted 
with  an  unwanted  problem  pregnan¬ 
cy.  Some  suggestions:  improved  sex 
education,  abstinence,  effective  con¬ 
traception  if  sexually  active. 

These  and  similar  solutions  don’t 
promote  promiscuity.  They  cut  down 
the  need  for  safe  legal  abortions. 

Alice  Cowley 
Becker,  Minnesota 

A  shocking  contrast 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  note  Diane 
Huie  Balay’s  Oct.  22nd  stories  on 
the  Task  Force  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  on  Abortion  and  Sexuality  and 
its  director,  Ruth  Brown. 

But  a  shocking  contrast  was  provid¬ 
ed  in  the  same  issue  by  an  item  on  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
endorsing  a  statement  of  the  Religious 
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Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights.  In  eu¬ 
phemistic  language  that  statement 
calls  for — among  other  things — abor¬ 
tion  on  demand. 

It  is  ironic  that  an  official,  well- 
funded  arm  of  the  church  endorses 
abortion  on  demand  while  an  unoffi¬ 
cial  task  force,  operating  on  a  shoe¬ 
string,  is  sensitive  to  the  lives  of  both 
the  mother  and  the  unborn  child  and 
engages  in  hands-on  ministry. 

Richard  W.  Eddy 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

I'm  embarrassed 

I’m  astonished  by  the  recent  deci¬ 
sions,  or  rather  indecisions,  of  the 
Judicial  Council  concerning  homo¬ 
sexual  issues. 

However,  I  am  even  more  embar¬ 
rassed  for  our  denomination  by  the 
picture  of  five  “clergy”  performing 
an  “exorcism”  to  cast  out  “the  spir¬ 
it  of  homophobia”  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  This  picture  is 
more  appropriate  fodder  for  a  su¬ 
permarket  tabloid  than  our  denomi¬ 
national  newspaper. 

Danny  F.  Cox 

.  Washington,  Illinois 


Correction 

I’d  like  to  correct  an  error  in  Den¬ 
ise  Johnson  Stovall’s  Nov.  5  story 
on  commissioning  missionaries. 

Those  commissioned  to  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Deaconess  hold  an  office  of 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“See,  I  have  inscribed  you  on  the 
palms  of  my  hands;  your  walls  are 
ever  before  me.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Jeremiah  23:5) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  5 
Second  Week  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Psalms  85: 1-2 
Monday:  Psalms  85:8-13 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  40: 1-5 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  40:6-1 1 
Thursday:  2  Peter  3:8-10 
Friday:  2  Peter  3: 1 1-1 5a 
Saturday:  Mark  1:1-8 


Beware  of  witch  hunts  on 
clergy  sex-abuse  charges 


By  JERRY  ECKERT 

Syndicated  columnist  Ellen 
Goodman  observed  recently  that 
the  sexual  harassment  dialogue, 
with  its  vague  definitions,  has 
put  men  into  the  position  that 
women  have  faced  until  now, 
wondering  how  to  behave  in  a 
way  that  would  not  precipitate 
an  embarrassing  confrontation 
with  the  other  sex. 

Before,  she  said,  women  had  to 
dress  attractively  but  not  so  as  to 
trigger  unwanted  sexual  ad¬ 
vances.  Now  men  have  to  watch 
how  they  tease  and  how  they 
compliment  a  woman  or  even 
how  they  look  at  one! 

That  is  a  healthy  change.  The 
gray  area  separating  nominal 
contact  and  outright  harmful  be¬ 
havior  be¬ 
tween  men 
and  women 
should  have 
both  men 
and  women 
cautious  in 
equal  mea¬ 
sure.  It  won’t  be  really  equal  un¬ 
less  reasonable  guidelines  for 
behavior  are  finally  identified 
and  then  enforced.  We  are  still  a 
white-male-dominated  society. 

However,  the  ambiguity  that 
still  exists  on  sexual  harassment, 
and  certain  federal,  state,  and 
church  laws,  have  established  an 
atmosphere  that  has  become  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous  for  ministers 
and  other  professionals  in  human 
services. 

Under  a  federal  law,  the  Child 
Abuse  Prevention  and  Treatment 
Act  of  1974,  people  who  make 
accusations  cannot  be  sued  for  li¬ 
bel  even  if  the  accusations  are 
proven  frivolous  or  false. 

Insurance  companies,  who 
provide  lawyers  to  assist  the  ac¬ 
cused,  often  settle  with  the  accus¬ 
ers  out  of  court  because  it  is 
cheaper.  As  one  lawyer  with 
“Church  Law  and  Tax  Report” 
said  in  a  lecture  session  last  year: 
“Making  a  false  accusation  of 
sexual  abuse  has  a  much  better 
chance  of  paying  off  than  any  of 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  terry  Eckert  is  pastor  of 
Emmanuel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Horicon,  Wisconsin  (Wisconsin 
Annual  Conference). 


the  lotteries.” 

One  legal  event  affecting  clergy 
occurred  when  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  Conference  was  found  liable 
to  the  tune  of  $450,000  for  re¬ 
taining  a  pastor  who  had  previ¬ 
ously  been  known  to  sexually 
molest  boys. 

Lawyers  for  the  church  are  urg¬ 
ing  that  because  the  jury  is  left  to 
make  the  judgment  of  the  degree 
of  negligence  of  the  conference  in 
such  cases,  the  church  must  im¬ 
mediately  re¬ 
move  the 
pastors  who 
are  accused. 

We  pastors 
have  been 
told  not  to  be 
alone  with 
any  women  or  children  and  not 
to  touch  anyone.  We  have  been 
told  in  no  uncertain  terms  that 
women  and  children  don’t  lie 
about  sexual  harassment.  If  we 
are  accused,  we  must  be  guilty. 

Whenever  we  forget  “innocent 
until  proven  guilty,”  the  power  sit¬ 
uation  changes  in  an  unhealthy 
way.  And  the  witch  hunt  is  on.  Dr. 
Richard  Gardner  spells  this  out  in 
his  book  “Sex  Abuse  Hysteria,  Sa¬ 
lem  Witch  Trials  Revisited”  (1991, 
Creative  Therapeutics  Press). 

My  studies  since  1983  of  nine 
pastors  whotclaimed  innocence 
in  sexual  harassment  church  tri¬ 
als  showed  that  four  were  exoner¬ 
ated.  In  the  other  five  instances 
the  transcripts  revealed  that  evi¬ 
dence  showing  untruthfulness 
was  disregarded. 

I  don’t  claim  all  accusations 
are  therefore  false.  But  soon  we 
better  realize  that  some  sexual 
harassment  allegations  are  un¬ 
true  and  find  a  way  to  properly 
investigate,  or  we  will  be  as  bad 
as  Salem  ever  was. 


Whenever  we  forget 
" innocent  until  proven 
guilty,"  the  power 
situation  changes  in  an 
unhealthy  way. 


on  gay/clergy  issues? 


the  total  church  which  is  adminis¬ 
tratively  related  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  5).  Their  service  is  not 
limited  to  projects  and  programs  re¬ 
lated  to  the  missions  board,  but 
they  may  serve  any  board  or  agency 
of  the  church  and  in  any  special  ap¬ 
pointment  approved  by  a  bishop. 

Betty  J.  Letzig 

New  York,  New  York 

I'm  outraged 

I  am  outraged  that  Dr.  Rosemary 
Ruether  says  that  “Jews  have  a  sav¬ 
ing  relation  to  God  through  the  To¬ 
rah,”  and,  “their  covenant  with  God 
is  sufficient  and  does  not  need  to  be 
perfected  by  conversion  to  Jesus  as 


the  Christ”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  22). 

Hogwash!  This  is  heresy  and  would 
have  been  deemed  as  such  by  every 
one  of  the  New  Testament  writers. 

Regarding  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety’s  endorsement  of  the  President’s 
health-care  plan,  specifically  guar¬ 
anteed  abortion  coverage,  I  believe 
our  Discipline  specifically  takes  a 
stand  opposing  abortion.  Yet  our 
denomination’s  leaders  are  ap¬ 
plauding  and  endorsing  it. 

Kathy  Mitchell 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Editor’s  Note:  For  the  full  text  of 
The  United  Methodist  Chrch’s 
stance  on  abortion,  consult  Para¬ 
graph  71H  of  the  Social  Principles. 
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Two  Christmas  programs 

worth  watching. . . 

CHRISTMAS  MUSIC  CONCERT 

AChristmasEvemusic  concert  from  Fasadena  (Uni  tedMethodist) 
Community  Church,  St.  Petersburg.  Fla.,  features  the  120-voice 

chancel  choir.children'sand  handbell  choirs,andabrass  ensemble. 

Readings  of  die  Christmas  story  in  Scripture  and  poetry  and  a  live 
nativity  scene  will  round  out  this  traditional  service. 

On  VISN:  Friday,  Dec.  24, 7  to  B  p.m.  (ET) 

THE  RED  BOOTH 

The  holidays  bringexdtement,good  cheer  and  warmth — but  they 
can  also  present  some  difficult  "pressure  points"  for  children  and 
their  families.  As  The  Red  Booth  travels  to  shopping  malls  and 
school  yards  around  the  country,  children  are  invited  in  to  react  to 
vignettes  that  depict  some  of  the  tough  moral  and  ethical  issues 
they  and  their  peers  experience  during  the  holiday  season.  View- 
ersof  all  ages  will  discover  new  perspectives  in  THE  RED  BOOTH. 
On  ABC:  Sunday,  Dec.  5, 12:30  to  1:30  p  jn.  (ET)  (Check  local  lisfno..) 
On  VISN:  Sunday,  Dec.  26, 7  to  8  p.m.  (ET) 

Presented  by  United  Methodist  Communications 
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CHRISTMAS  ON  VISN  •  TELEVISION  WORTH  WATCHING 
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CIGARETTE  TAX:  In  recent  testimony  be¬ 
fore  the  U.S.  House  Ways  and  Means  Commit¬ 
tee,  a  staff  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  called  for 
a  $2-a-pack  tax  increase  on  cigarettes.  Calling 
tobacco  “the  No.  1  killer”  in  the  United  States, 
Jane  Hull  Harvey  declared,  “Tobacco  alone 
kills  419,000  persons  in  the  United  States  every 
year,  more  than  10  times  the  number  who  die 
from  gunshot  wounds.”  Ms.  Harvey  spoke  as 
co-chairperson  of  the  Interreligious  Coalition 
on  Smoking  OR  Health,  a  cooperative  effort  of 
15  religious  organizations. 

BURUNDI  APPEAL:  United  Methodists 

are  asked  to  continue  emergency  response  to 
victims  of  a  recent  military  coup  in  the  Central 
African  country  of  Burundi.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  of  Burundi  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  have  indicated  con¬ 
tinuing  need  for  food,  medicine  and  shelter  for 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  refugees  in  Rwanda, 
Tanzania,  Zaire  and  Kenya.  Gifts  for  this  effort 
can  be  made  to  Advance  No.  110265-1,  ear¬ 
marked  for  Burundi  Emergency. 

NEW  CHANNEL  NAME:  Effective  Jan. 
1  the  VISN/ACTS  Television  network  will 
change  its  name  to  Faith  and  Values  Channel. 
Officials  say  the  network  will  continue  to  offer  a 
broad  spectrum  of  high-quality  programming 
that  “makes  faith  visible  on  television.”  United 
Methodist  and  Southern  Baptist  communica¬ 
tions  agencies  are  among  the  network’s  major 
financial  and  programmatic  backers. 

INTERNAL  ISSUE:  The  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  decided 
recently  to  continue  to  engage  in  the  debate 
over  the  role  of  homosexuals  in  the  church  but 
to  contain  the  issue  for  the  time  being  in  inter¬ 
nal  council  dialogue.  By  “internal”  the  council 
means  that  the  discussion  will  not  include  any 
churches  outside  its  32  Protestant  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  member  churches.  Among  those  outside  is 
the  largely  homosexual,  Los  Angeles-based  Uni¬ 
versal  Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches.  That  church  has  sought  but  been  de¬ 
nied  formal  ties  to  the  council. 

MORE  MINORITY  OUTREACH:  To 

ensure  that  its  extensive  corps  of  volunteers  ad¬ 
equately  reflects  the  “new”  America  with  its  di¬ 
verse  mix  of  immigrants  from  Eastern  Europe, 
Asia,  Central  America  and  Africa,  the  American 
Bible  Society  recently  announced  an  effort  to 
recruit  more  ethnic  minority  volunteers.  Havi- 
land  Houston,  a  United  Methodist  laywoman,  is 
the  society’s  national  director  of  volunteer  ac¬ 
tivities  and  field  services. 

'STAND  FAST':  Saying  that  the  health  of 
all  American  people  is  “non-negotiable,”  top 
leaders  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  USA  are  urging  the  Clinton  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  stand  fast  on  the  principles  of 
universal  access  and  Comprehensive  benefits  in 
its  health  care  reform  proposal.  The  leaders  of¬ 
fered  their  views  via  a  letter  to  President  Clin¬ 
ton  and  his  wife,  Hillary. 

SCHOLAR  APPEALS  VERDICT:  a 

leading  scholar  of  the  African-American  church 
was  recently  found  guilty  on  one  of  three 
charges  relating  to  the  alleged  sexual  assault  of  a 
woman  minister.  The  Rev.  C.  Eric  Lincoln,  69, 
a  United  Methodist,  was  sentenced  to  one  year 
of  probation  on  charges  of  assault  and  battery. 
He  said  he  will  appeal. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


The  Bible  given 
African  heritage 
interpretation 


New  African-American  im¬ 
ages  of  biblical  stories  such  as 
this  photo  of  the  Magi  and  the 
Holy  Family  are  used  to  illus¬ 
trate  the  “Original  African 
Heritage  Bible,"  published  re¬ 
cently  by  The  James  C.  Win¬ 
ston  Publishing  Company  of 
Nashville.  While  the  text  is 
the  traditional  King  James 
Version,  commentary,  foot¬ 
notes  and  illustrations  are  in¬ 
terpreted  in  a  way  intended 
to  make  the  Scriptures  more 
relevant  to  people  of  African 
descent.  The  Rev.  Cain  Hope 
Felder,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman,  is  general  editor 
of  the  new  Bible. 

REUGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  EHOTO 


Bishop  says  civil  war  caused 
woes,  faith  in  Mozambique 


Contributions  to  aid 
ciuikffztuictirns  in  Mozambique 
may  be  sent  via  annual  v 

conference!  reasurers  / 


conferencaJreasu  i 
to  Advance  Specia 
No.  156210-4, 
Christian  Council 
of  Mozambique. 


Mozambique 


By  JOANNA  WILLIS 

During  16  years  (1976-92)  of 
civil  war,  something  interesting 
happened  in  Mozambique: 

Churches  began  growing! 

In  fact,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mozambique  has 
grown  from  50,000  to  60,000 
members  in  the  past  year. 

“Why  the  strong  spiritual  faith 
of  people  in  [such  a]  situation?” 
asked  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Joao  Somane  Machado  recently, 
speaking  in  the  Northwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 

“In  a  country  [with  good 
times],  people  don’t  even  want  to 
give  one  hour  on  Sunday;  when 
they  have  enough  to  eat  and 
peace,  people  forget  about  God.” 

Then  the  bishop  told  the  story 
of  the  war  and  the  suffering  of 
the  people. 

Mozambique  became  indepen¬ 
dent  from  Portugal  in  1975.  Civil 
war  erupted  the  following  year 
and  continued  for  1 5  years. 

Churches  began  to  try  to  inter¬ 
cede  between  factions  in  1982, 
but  it  wasn’t  until  1989  that  the 
rebels  accepted  mediation. 

At  that  time,  Bishop  Machado 
was  president  of  Mozambique’s 
National  Christian  Council  and 
was  chosen  “to  bring  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  the  rebel  leader  to  the 
peace  table. 


“[But]  political  people  are  very 
difficult,”  the  bishop  explained. 
“It  was  just  last  year  that  the  in¬ 
vitation  was  accepted  to  come  to 
the  peace  table  to  talk.” 

Part  of  the  problem  in  getting 
the  two  sides  to  talk  was  econom¬ 
ic,  Bishop  Machado  added. 

Soldiers  on  both  sides  had  a 
job — one  that  involved  killing 
others — for  16  years.  If  peace 
were  negotiated,  soldiers  would 
no  longer  have  a  job,  especially 
rebel  soldiers. 

On  Oct.  4  this  year,  Mozam¬ 
bique  observed  the  first  anniver¬ 
sary  of  peace.  During  the 
celebrations,  all  religious 
groups — Christians,  Jews  and 
Hindus — prayed  for  peace  to 


continue.  Although  the  groups 
don’t  ordinarily  have  a  relation¬ 
ship,  they  can  come  together  on 
certain  issues.  Bishop  Machado 
noted. 

Now  that  peace  has  come, 
more  than  2  million  refugees  who 
went  to  neighboring  countries  are 
returning— “with  nothing,  to 
nothing,”  the  bishop  said. 

When  refugees  return  they  find 
their  land  destroyed,  he  said. 
Many  roads  contain  land  mines. 

But  while  physical  conditions 
are  trying,  spiritual  conditions 
are  different,  the  bishop  assured 
his  listeners. 

Bishop  Machado  said  Mozam¬ 
bican  United  Methodists  need  the 
material  resources  that  U.S.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  can  provide.  In  re¬ 
turn,  he  said,  the  Mozambicans 
offer  “a  strong  spiritual  faith. 

“Just  now,  they  have  nothing. 
They  need  material  support.  They 
have  nowhere  to  sleep.  They  need 
food,  clothes,  medicine.  But  still 
they  have  grown  spiritually. 

“We  have  something  to  give  to 
America;  you  have  something  to 
give  to  Mozambique.  We  have  a 
dynamic  spirit  in  Mozam¬ 
bique — dynamic  evangelism.  We 
have  peace  today  because  of  the 
churches.  The  government  lead¬ 
ers  and  rebels  know  this.” 


Hispanic  plan 
gets  its  first 
missionaries 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

The  first  five  official  mission¬ 
aries  for  United  Methodism’s 
new  National  Plan  for  Hispanic 
Ministries  were  among  14  mis¬ 
sionaries  commissioned  Nov.  28 
in  Atlanta. 

Also  commissioned  for  mission¬ 
ary  service  by  officials  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
were  two  Korean  Methodists  and 
seven  World  Division  mission 
personnel.  Their  assignments  are 
to  denominational  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  ministries  outside  the  U.S. 

Bishop  Joel  Martinez  (Nebraska 
Area),  who  chairs  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  national  Hispanic  ministries 
committee,  preached  the  commis¬ 
sioning  service. 

25  recruits  planned 

The  Hispanic  ministries  plan 
was  adopted  by  the  church’s 
1992  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  enable  grass-roots  minis¬ 
try  with  Hispanic  men,  women 
and  children  in  the  U.S. 

The  plan  calls  for  25  mission¬ 
ary  candidates  to  be  recruited, 
trained  and  commissioned  for 
full-time  service  by  the  church’s 
mission  board,  then  assigned 
across  the  U.S.  by  1996. 

“But  we  are  planning  to  recruit 
up  to  2,000  [volunteer]  lay  mis¬ 
sioned  to  be  trained  in  annual 
conferences  and  wherever  confer¬ 
ences  and  seminaries  are  available 
to  help  us,”  the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  Martinez  reminded  the 
new  missionaries  of  their  task  as 
Jesus  reminded  his  disciples  be¬ 
fore  entering  Jerusalem. 

No  matter  if  communities  do 
not  readily  accept  their  mission 
efforts,  said  the  bishop,  they 
should  not  condemn  the  commu¬ 
nities.  Just  like  Jesus,  missionar¬ 
ies  are  sent  not  to  destroy  lives 
but  to  save  them. 

“You  are  helping  United  Meth¬ 
odism  to  respond  to  Jesus’  call,” 
continued  Bishop  Martinez,  “to 
meet  Him  at  the  boundaries  that 
divide  us  and  follow  him,  as 
boundary-crossing  people  into  a 
new  community  that  is  gathering 
beyond  the  separations  of  culture, 
race,  tongues  and  gender.” 

Missionaries,  their  home  con¬ 
ferences  and  assignments  are: 

The  Rev.  Aida  Beltran-Gaetao. 
North  Georgia  conference,  Hispanic 
congregational  developer,  North 
Georgia  conference; 

The  Rev.  Augusto  Enrique  Giron 
Palacios,  North  Texas  conference, 
coordinator  of  Hispanic  ministries, 
Oklahoma  conference; 

The  Rev.  Mario  B.  Rodriguez,  Rio 
Grande  conference,  coordinator  of 
Hispanic  ministries,  Nebraska  con- 


Bishop  Joel  Martinez  (Ne¬ 
braska  Area),  who  preached  at 
Hispanic  missionaries'  commis¬ 
sioning,  said  an  additional 
2,000  volunteers  will  be  sought 
to  aid  the  outreach  effort 

ference; 

Jeannie  Trevino-Teddlie,  Central 
Texas  conference,  church  growth 
and  development  missionary  for 
Hispanic  ministries,  Central  Texas 
conference; 

The  Rev.  Aida  Barrea  Walker,  Al¬ 
abama-West  Florida  conference,  di¬ 
rector  of  Hispanic  Ministry, 
Alabama-West  Florida  conference. 

Others  commissioned 

World  Division  and  Korean 
Methodist  Church  missionaries 
commissioned  for  ministries  out¬ 
side  the  U.S.  are: 

Dakin  Cook,  North  Georgia  con¬ 
ference,  promotion  and  public  rela¬ 
tions  in  Bolivia; 

The  Rev.  Robert  and  Margaret 
(Peggy)  Hannum.  New  England  con¬ 
ference.  Mrs.  Hannum  will  work  in 
liaison  ministries  in  Jerusalem,  Isra¬ 
el.  Mr.  Hannum  will  serve  as  liaison 
pastor. 

The  Rev.  Dong-Chan  Kim,  Korean 
Methodist  Church,  to  Japan; 

Young-Seok  Kim,  Korean  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  to  Germany; 

The  Rev.  Carlos  and  Esther  Otero, 
Florida  conference,  both  in  church 
development  in  Bulgaria; 

Scott  and  Joan  Pattison,  Indiana 
conference,  to  Zimbabwe.  Mrs.  Pat¬ 
tison  will  teach  at  the  Murewa  Mis¬ 
sion.  Mr.  Pattison  will  teach  at  the 
Nyadire  Mission. 

All  those  commissioned  com¬ 
pleted  training  at  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  Resource 
Center  in  Atlanta.  The  center  is  a 
cooperative  effort  of  the  Global 
Ministries  board,  the  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center 
and  Candler  School  of  Theology 
at  Emory  University. 

The  Rev.  Connie  Nelson-Dan- 
iel  of  the  Mission  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter  assisted  in  this  report. 


Faith  and  feminism  gathering  'RE-imagines'  church  traditions 


"We  have  come  together  to  're-imagine'  our 
religious  traditions  and  our  places  within  them." 

— Mary  Farrell  Bednarowski 


By  CARLTON  ELLIOTT  SMITH 

Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— A  Christian 
conference  where  lesbian  demonstra¬ 
tors  receive  a  standing  ovation? 
Where  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit 
give  way  to  the  divine  wisdom  of  So¬ 


phia?  Where  dance,  song  and  doo¬ 
dling  are  valued  as  much  as 
theological  debate? 

Such  was  the  atmosphere  at  “RE- 
imagining,”  a  recent  international 
gathering  of  more  than  2,100  wom¬ 
en  and  less  than  100  men  who  came 
seeking  a  vision  of  spirituality  and 


community  with  a  decidedly  femi¬ 
nist  perspective. 

The  event,  sponsored  by  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  church  councils  based  in  the 
Twin  Cities,  was  held  in  recognition 
of  the  Ecumenical  Decade  of 
Churches  in  Solidarity  with  Wom¬ 
en,  an  initiative  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

The  event  was  the  culmination  of 
three  years  of  planning  and  prepara¬ 
tion,  according  to  Mary  Farrell  Bed¬ 
narowski,  the  first  keynote  speaker. 

“We  have  come  together  to  ‘re- 
imagine’  our  religious  traditions 
and  our  places  within  them,”  said 
Dr.  Bednarowski,  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  a  professor  of  religious  stud¬ 
ies  at  United  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Twin  Cities. 

Stretch  the  imagination 

The  weekend  of  reimagining 
would  stretch  the  imagination  of 
more  traditional  churchgoers. 

Instead  of  the  traditional  patriar¬ 
chal  formula  of  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Spirit,  participants  involved 
the  blessing  of  Sophia,  the  figure  of 
wisdom  from  Proverbs. 

Participants  called  on  ancient  re¬ 
ligious  customs  outside  the  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition,  broke  into  a 
spontaneous  celebration  of  lesbians 
and  cheered  the  unilateral  (if  unof¬ 
ficial)  renaming  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  to  the  “Church  of  Rec¬ 
onciliation.” 

Of  the  denominations  represented, 
Presbyterians  and  United  Methodists 


together  made  up  almost  half  of  those 
registered,  each  with  about  400  peo¬ 
ple.  Lutherans  (313),  Catholics  (234), 
and  members  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ  (144)  round  out  the  top  five 
denominations  present. 

To  the  surprise  of  some,  a  large 
number  of  the  participants  in  the  con¬ 
ference  were  women  who  were  over 
the  age  of  50. 

“I  expected  a  younger  crowd,” 
said  Carol  Wilson,  30,  of  Maryville, 
Tenn.  “But  this  is  encouraging.  It 
reminds  me  that  there  is  a  long  lega¬ 
cy  of  people  who  have  had  a  vision 
of  justice  and  inclusiveness.” 

While  the  women  were  virtually 
unanimous  in  their  praise  for  the 
conference,  some  also  expressed  con¬ 
cerns  about  such  things  as  its  western 
bias  and  its  practicality. 

'I'm  surprised  it's  so  white' 

“I  am  surprised  that  it  is  as  white 
as  it  is,”  said  Dody  Matthias,  58,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  “I  think  it  has  to  do 
with  white  women  still  wanting 
power.” 

Ms.  Matthias,  who  is  white,  ex¬ 
pressed  her  hope  that  the  planners  of 
future  women’s  conferences  might 
consider  the  ways  in  which  their  lead¬ 
ership  is  oppressive. 

Thuko  Mpumlwana,  a  woman 
from  South  Africa,  found  the  presen¬ 
tations  to  be  “rather  scholarly”  and 
“theoretical”  for  those  like  her  whose 
concerns  were  more  focused  around 
implementation  and  action. 


She  said  that  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  in  South  Africa  is  organized  and 
that  South  African  women  will  be 
planning  a  similar  conference.  It,  like 
the  one  in  Minneapolis,  will  be  in  rec¬ 
ognition  of  The  Ecumenical  Decade 
of  Churches  in  Solidarity  with 


Women,  an  initiative  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

People  both  inside  and  outside  ecu¬ 
menical  circles  have  expressed  con¬ 
cern  that  the  Decade,  which  started  in 
1988,  has  not  spread  as  widely  as 
hoped. 


MINNESOTA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  ? HOTO  BY  MARY  EDLUND 


MINNEAPOLIS — United  Methodist  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison  (Phila¬ 
delphia  Area)  greets  the  Rev.  Kathi  Austin  Mahle,  a  United  Methodist 
dergywoman  and  co-chair  of  the  recent  "RE-imagining"  conference. 
The  gathering,  which  considered  faith  from  a  feminist  perspective, 
was  held  in  recognition  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  Ecumenical 
Decade  of  Churches  in  Solidarity  with  Women. 
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= connections 

COMMUNICATIONS  PIAN:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  meeting  in  Nashville  last 
month  unanimously  passed  a  resolution 
outlining  steps  members  deem  necessary  to 
create  a  denominationwide  disaster 
information  plan.  The  recommendation 
stemmed  from  the  expressed  desire  of  United 
Methodists  to  know  as  early  as  possible  how 
their  church  is  responding  to  catastrophes 
widely  and  promptly  reported  in  public  media. 
Officials  of  United  Methodist  News  Service 
and  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  are  asked  to  draft  the  plan. 

INTERIM  PRESIDENT:  Bill  E.  Frye, 

chief  academic  officer  for  United  Methodist- 
related  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  will  serve 
as  interim  president  during 
a  search  to  replace  the 
Rev.  James  T.  Laney.  Dr. 

Laney,  a  former  missionary 
to  Korea,  was  recently 
named  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
South  Korea  by  President 
Clinton.  Dr.  Frye  has 
served  as  Emory’s  vice 
president  for  academic 
affairs  and  provost  since  1988.  Bill  E.  Frye 

JOURNAL  EDITOR:  The  Rev  Sang 

Yean  Cho,  pastor  of  Clarksville  (Tenn.) 

Korean  United  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
named  editor  of  “United  Methodist  Family,”  a 
program  journal  for  Korean-language 
congregations.  Mr.  Cho  succeeds  the 
magazine’s  founding  editor,  the  Rev.  Jungrea 
Chung  of  Congers,  N.Y.  The  magazine  began 
in  1990. 

CERTIFIED  CHAPLAINS:  Seventeen 
new  rural  chaplains  were  certified  during  the 
recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Rural  Chaplains 
Association.  The  association  has  80  members, 
including  13  probationary  clergy  and  lay.  The 
group  met  in  conjunction  with  a  Forum  on 
Church  and  Land  organized  by  the  Western 
Small  Church  Rural  Life  Center  based  in  Filer, 
Idaho. 

COUNCIL  GRANTS  APPROVED: 

United  Methodism’s  chief  coordinating  and 
research  agency  has  approved  requests  for 
grants  from  a  World  Service  Contingency 
Fund.  Grants  approved  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  were:  $189,604  to  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  fund 
19  substance-abuse  mission-strategy  training 
seminars;  $40,000  to  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  for  partial  funding  for  a  school  of 
evangelism  for  Native  Americans;  $60,000  to 
the  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  for  a  consultation 
on  ecumenical  shared  ministries;  $20,000  to 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
fund  an  Interagency  Task  Force  on  AIDS. 
Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports. 


crafted  in  wood  and  glass 


symbols  from  the  Bible  and 
Christian  art  were  used.  The 
doorway  artwork  was  carved 
from  a  single  piece  of  wood. 

The  centerpiece  is  the  figure  of 
Jesus  standing  on  rocks  from 
which  four  streams  flow.  The 
streams  represent  the  four  Gos- 
;  pels. 

Also  interwoven  into  the 
artwork  are  fish,  the  ancient  sym¬ 
bol  of  Christianity;  bullrushes, 
reminiscent  of  Moses;  lotus  blos¬ 


soms,  symbol  that  the  Christian 
soul  may  rise  above  worldly  in¬ 
fluences;  light  rays  and  the  cross. 

Although  the  total  cost  of  the 
doorway  art  remains  undisclosed 
at  the  request  of  the  donors,  Mr. 
Sutherland  said  the  solid  piece  of 
Honduran  mahogany  was  the 
most  expensive  piece  of  wood  he 
had  ever  carved.  When  it  was  de¬ 
livered,  he  said,  he  had  to  cut  it 
in  the  yard  because  it  was  too 
large  to  bring  into  the  studio. 


The  startling  realism  of  the 
carved  hand  of  the  Christ  figure 
reaching  out  to  an  approaching 
person  has  had  some  comic  re¬ 
sults,  Ms.  Lallie  said. 

An  apple  showed  up  in  the 
hand  one  day,  she  said,  and  a  $5 
bill  on  another  day. 

She  said  the  $5  went  into  the 
hospitality  fund  which  provides 
hot  coffee  for  all  who  enter  Simp- 
sonwood  through  the  carved 
doorway. 


Christ's  invitation 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

NORCROSS,  Ga.— The  hand 
of  Jesus  stretches  toward  you  as 
you  approach  the  door. 

Above  are  the  words,  “Come 
to  me  and  I  will  give  you  rest.” 

This  is  the  message  carved  into 
mahogany  and  etched  in  glass  in 
the  entrance  to  Simpsonwood 
Conference  and  Retreat  Center 
in  Norcross. 

The  Simpsonwood  property, 
239  wooded  acres  on  the  banks 
of  the  Chattahoochee  River  just 
north  of  Atlanta,  was  a  1974  gift 
to  the  North  Georgia  conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
by  the  late  Lou  Anna  Simpson,  a 
Presbyterian. 

Unable  to  agree 

Ms.  Simpson,  a  school  teacher, 
originally  offered  the  property  to 
the  Presbyterians,  but  she  and 
they  were  unable  to  agree  about 
the  use  of  the  property. 

After  the  United  Methodists 
received  the  property,  they  spent 
ten  years  developing  plans,  rais¬ 
ing  funds  and  building  the  retreat 
center. 

Today,  the  carved  doorway,  a 
one-of-a-kind  creation  by  Atlanta 
Presbyterians  Timothy  Sutherland 
and  his  wife,  Anne,  greets  visitors 
from  around  the  world  such  as 
United  Methodist  bishops  who  re¬ 
cently  gathered  at  Simpsonwood 
for  their  fall  meeting. 

The  entry  art  is  a  gift  of  Lucille 
and  Arnold  Hughey,  members  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Decatur,  Ga. 


The  total  weight  of  the  doors  is 
not  known,  says  Simpsonwood 
spokesperson  Dorie  Lallie,  but 
they  are  so  heavy  that  the  Hugh¬ 
eys  donated  $  1 ,000  a  year  for  the 
doors’  maintenance,  including 
replacing  strained  hinges. 

The  pair  of  sand  carved  glass 
sidelights  are  eight  feet  high  and 
just  over  three  feet  wide. 

Mr.  Sutherland  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  Hugheys  helped 
plan  the  entryway.  Signs  and 


Weight  unknown 

The  massive  doors,  hung  in 
1987,  measure  seven  feet  wide 
and  more  than  eight  feet  high. 


NORCROSS,  Ga. — The  outstretched  hand  of  the  figure  of 
Christ,  carved  from  Honduran  mahogany,  greets  visitors  at 
Simpsonwood  Conference  and  Retreat  Center  north  of  Atlanta 


PHOTO  BY  KEVIN  AMES 

(see  story  above).  Simpsonwood  is  the  property  of  the  North 
Georgia  Annual  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  was  the  site  of  the  Council  of  Bishops'  recent  meeting. 


Mission  board  relocation  criteria  adopted 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Preliminary 
criteria  for  a  new  location  for 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
were  compiled  recently  by  the 
denomination’s  Site  Selection 
Task  Force. 

During  a  closed  session,  the 
task  force  also  received  presen¬ 
tations  from  four  consulting 
firms — pared  down  from  23  ap¬ 


plicants — and  selected  a  prima¬ 
ry  choice  and  an  alternate  with 
whom  to  negotiate  a  contract. 

Names  of  the  two  firms  were 
not  disclosed. 

The  1 3-member  group,  led  by 
the  Rev.  Donald  Messer  of 
Denver,  is  assigned  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  new  site  for  the  New 
York-based  mission  agency. 

The  recommendation  goes  to 
the  1996  General  Conference, 
the  denomination’s  top  legisla¬ 


tive  assembly. 

Working  with  a  consultant, 
the  task  force  hopes  to  narrow 
its  list  of  potential  cities  for  re¬ 
location  by  spring  of  1995,  visit 
three  to  five  cities  that  summer 
and  make  a  final  decision  by 
September  1995. 

Both  a  subcommittee  and 
Global  Ministries  board  officials 
presented  what  they  considered 
criteria  for  a  new  site.  Access  to 
international  transportation, 


communications  and  media  spe¬ 
cialists,  academic  and  research 
facilities  and  international  and 
ecumenical  organizations  was 
suggested,  as  well  as  good  school 
systems,  affordable  housing  and 
cultural  attractions. 

The  need  for  a  foundation  of 
strong  local  United  Methodist 
churches  and  mission  agencies 
and  a  multiracial,  multicultural 
work  force  with  knowledge  of 
various  languages  was  stressed. 


The  task  force  subcommittee 
also  is  concerned  about  state  and 
local  tax  situations,  financial  in¬ 
centives  offered  by  prospective 
cities  and  job  opportunities  for 
spouses  and  other  family  mem¬ 
bers  of  employees. 

Task  force  members  voted  to 
ask  the  church’s  general  finance 
agency  for  $400,000  for  its 
work,  up  $100,000  from  the 
$300,000  allocated  by  the  1992 
General  Conference. 


What's  in  UMC  future:  'Quakes'  or  'quality'? 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

What’s  ahead  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church — “quakes”  or 
“quality?” 

Such  prognostication  was  a  focus 
for  directors  of  United  Methodist 
Communication  during  the  board’s 
recent  semi-annual  meeting  in 
Nashville. 

Directors: 

/  Participated  in  a  teleconfer¬ 
ence  originating  from  UMCom  stu¬ 
dios, 

/  Discussed  quality  improve¬ 
ment  concepts  with  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones,  chief  executive  of  the 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

EGEiNCY 


P.O  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207 


CONSIDER 

A  GIFT  OF  CHRISTIAN  ART 

for 

Pastor,  Sunday  School  Teacher, 
or  the  Church 

JOHN  BENJAMIN  WESLEY 
MAN  OF  VISION 
painting  by 
Kenneth  Wyatt 

DISCOUNTS  AVAILABLE 

write  or  call: 

Man  of  Vision 
P.0.  Box  40747 
St.  Petersburg.  FL  33743-0757 
Telephone:  (813)  345-4959 


United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and 

•/  Heard  an  expert  discuss  ways 
to  consider  future  communication 
technologies. 

Featured  on  the  teleconference 
was  the  Rev.  Leonard  I.  Sweet, 
chancellor  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  United  Theological  Seminary 
in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Sweet  discussed  “Faith- 
quakes,”  the  topic  and  title  of  his 
latest  book  which  will  be  released 
by  Abingdon  in  April. 

Dr.  Sweet  told  UMCom  directors 
that  the  church  is  having  difficulty 
shifting  with  the  culture  from 
words,  lines,  sentences  and  linear 
concepts  to  experiential  or  partici¬ 
patory  forms  of  communication. 

Without  an  appreciation  and  un¬ 
derstanding  of  these  shifts  or 
“quakes,”  Dr.  Sweet  warned,  “no¬ 


body’s  going  to  be  at  our  churches.” 

The  teleconference  was  planned 
to  give  governing  board  members 
an  opportunity  to  experience  the 
processes  and  technology  involved. 
UMCom  provides  teleconference 
services  for  other  church  agencies 
and  organizations. 

Dr.  Jones,  deeply  involved  in 
leading  the  Discipleship  board  on  a 
“Quest  for  Quality,”  said  the 
church  must  pay  more  attention  to 
its  “customers,”  that  is,  those  it 
serves. 

“Left  to  our  own  devices,  we  pay 
more  and  more  attention  to  things 
of  less  and  less  importance  to  our 
customers,”  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
a  “200-year-old  system  of  processes 
which  aren’t  processing  anymore," 
Dr.  Jones  declared. 

If  different  results  are  wanted,  he 


Bishops  support  Haitians 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  recently 
called  for  mercy  and  justice  for  Hai¬ 
tians. 

In  a  resolution  the  bishops  con¬ 
demned  acts  of  terror  and  human 
rights  crimes  on  Haitian  citizens  by 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  The 
solution—  15  passenger 
van  with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step.  Also 
church  van  rentals. 


Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3fi22 


WRITERS  WANTED 

For  FREE  writers  guidlines, 
send  SASE  to: 

Living  Faith  Literary  Agency 
P.O.  Box  566397,  Atlanta,  GA  30356 
(404)  642  0240 


Mercy  and  justice 
called  for. 

Haitian  military  leaders. 

They  also  called  on  President  Clin¬ 
ton  and  the  United  Nations  to  initiate 
or  strengthen  the  following  actions: 

✓  Strengthen  the  economic  em¬ 
bargo  against  Haiti,  excluding  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid,  and  the  blockade 
enforcing  the  embargo; 

/  Support  the  suspension  of  visas 
and  assets  of  Haiti’s  military  lead¬ 
ers  ordered  by  President  Clinton; 

/  Exercise  diplomatic  means  to 
insure  that  Haiti’s  neighboring 
country,  the  Dominican  Republic, 
observes  the  embargo  and  stops  the 
flow  of  goods  across  the  border  to 
Haiti  or  face  sanctions  itself; 

✓  Halt  immediately,  by  executive 
order,  the  interdiction  of  Haitian 
refugees  and  assist  in  the  resettle¬ 
ment  of  those  who  seek  safe  harbor. 


said,  systems  will  have  to  be  rede¬ 
signed. 

At  the  same  time,  he  added,  “you 
cannot  design  a  system  to  take  you 
where  you  want  to  go  if  you  don’t 
know  where  you  want  to  go.” 

One  way  of  discerning  that  direc¬ 
tion,  he  emphasized,  is  to  “listen  to 
our  people.” 


the  KERYGl^A 

— program - 

NINE  BIBLE  STUDY  COURSES 

Used  by  over  6000  congregations 
PLAN  YOUR  '94  PROGRAM  NOW! 

For  complete  course  descriptions,  request  our 
FREE  introductory  booklet:  800/537-9462 


is  about 


GROWING 


A  FEW  CHOICE  WORDS 

from  recent  letters: 

“Excellent  curriculum" 
“Exciting ...  enriching" 
"Solid  learning" 
"Wonderful" 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1.15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 


FULL-TIME  POSITION  OPEN:  Protestant 
Campus  Minister,  University  of  Maine,  Orono, 
Maine.  Proposed  starting  date:  August,  1 994.  We 
are  seeking  a  person  who  is  committed  to  a  jus¬ 
tice-based  ministry  shaped  by  an  ecumenical  con¬ 
text  and  carried  out  through  worship,  study  and 
service.  Application  deadline:  February  1,  1994. 
Address:  The  Wilson  Center,  67  College  Avenue, 
Orono,  ME  04473. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  Ser¬ 
vices,  Christian  Educators  Fellowship.  UMC, 
Nashville.  For  information/application  contact: 
Steve  Burnett,  Box  771847.  Steamboat  Springs, 
CO  80477.  Deadline  January  3. 


POSITION  OF  DIRECTOR-COUNSELOR 
open  October  1,  1994,  Southwest  Career  Devel¬ 
opment  Center,  Arlington,  Texas,  an  ecumenical¬ 
ly  owned  career  counseling  center  for  church 
professionals  serving  Texas,  Arkansas,  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  Oklahoma,  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Basic  re¬ 
quirement:  ordained  clergy,  master’s  level  in 
behavioral  or  social  sciences,  three  years  mini¬ 
mum  experience  in  full-time  counseling,  adminis¬ 
trative  skills.  For  application  write:  Box  5923, 
Arlington,  TX  76005.  Deadline  for  these  requests 
January  15,  1994. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  FULDTIME  Minister 
of  Music.  Contact:  Music  Search  Committee, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  116  NE  Perry 
Avenue,  Peoria,  IL  6 1 603. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  700- 
member  church.  Salaiy  dependent  on  experience. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Vernon,  Texas. 
Send  resume  to:  Derrell  Patterson,  Box  1602, 
Vernon,  TX  76385. 


RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  _ 

retire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs, 
sas  area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time  work 
with  “Care  Ministry”  and  “Education  Ministry?" 
If  so,  please  send  your  inquiry  and/or  resume  to: 
Christ  of  the  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  700 
Balearic  Road  #43,  Hot  Springs  Village,  AR 
71909,  Attn:  R.T.  Jarrell. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministry/Director  of  Christian  Education  for 
1 700-member  congregation  with  a  church  school 
averaging  over  400.  Want  to  strengthen  youth 
program.  United  Methodist  preferred.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  References  required.  Send  resume  to: 
Rev.  John  Decker,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1 106  N.  Main,  Garden  City,  KS  67846. 
(316)275-9171. 


DIRECTOR  OF  SUPERVISION  And  Support 

Systems.  United  Methodist  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try,  invites  applications.  M.Div.  and  ordination 
required.  Experience  as  District  Superintendent 
or  Field  Wont  Supervisor  an  asset.  Deadline,  De¬ 
cember  10.  Contact:  Rev.  John  E.  Haraish,  P.O. 
Box  871,  NashviUe,TN  37205.  (615)  340-7388. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME  Director  of 
Music  for  a  rapidly  expanding  congregation.  Re¬ 
quires  energetic  Christian  open  to  new  challenges 
in  music  ministry.  Send  resume,  spiritual  biogra¬ 
phy  and  samples  of  your  work,  preferably  an  au¬ 
dio  or  video  tape:  Rev.  David  Landers,  Heritage 
United  Methodist  Church,  2680  Landmark 
Drive,  Clearwater,  FL  34621. 


MINISTER  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Glen  Ellyn,  IL. 
Full-time.  Salary  and  benefits-  $30,000.  Church 
membership-  8>0.  Available:  Spring  1994.  Please 
write  or  call  for  a  job  description  and  send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  Doyle  Blanton,  First  UMC,  424 
Forest  Ave.,  Glen  Ellyn,  IL  60137.  (708)  469- 
3510.  Fax:  (708)469-2041. 


SENIOR  INTERNAL  AUDITOR.  Experienced 
professional  with  5  years  internal  auditing  experi¬ 
ence  and  3  years  of  other  business  experience 
with  a  major  CPA  or  financial/insurance/pension 
fund.  MBA  preferred.  ASSISTANT  GENERAL 
COUNSEL.  Employee  benefits  attorney  position 
is  available  for  someone  who  has  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  benefits  experience  (5  to  7  years)  in  multi¬ 
employer  plan,  law  firm,  or  benefit  consulting 
firm.  Cafeteria  plan  experience  preferred.  Li¬ 
censed,  or  ability  to  be  licensed  in  the  state  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  Submit  resume  to:  Ms.  Ruth  Yohanan, 
Human  Resources,  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  1201  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201. 


MINISTER  TO  YOUTH/DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministry  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban 
church.  Full-time  position,  excellent  facilities, 
multiple  staff.  Work  with  parents  and  youth  to 
continue  to  strengthen  comprehensive  ministry 
to/with  youth.  Experience  and  training  required. 
Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Chapel  Hill 
UMC,  2717  W.  Hefner  Rd.,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
73120. 


CAMPUS  MINISTER,  MARY  WASHINGTON 
College,  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  Qualifications 
include  ordination  or  equivalent,  previous  expe¬ 
rience  collegiate  setting.  Campus  Christian  Com¬ 
munity.  1213  Dandridge  St.,  Fredericksburg,  VA 
22401.  (703)  373-9255.  Deadline-  January  15. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138.  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507, _ 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian 
Education  wanted  for  3400-member  conservative 
congregation.  Needs  a  master’s  degree  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5 
years  experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  pro¬ 
gram  with  excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff 
church,  committed  to  the  most  comprehensive 
ministry  possible.  Salary  based  on  experience. 
Requires  excellent  administrative  ability,  suc¬ 
cessful  children  and  adult  Christian  education 
track  record,  commitment  to  training  lay  volun¬ 
teers,  knowledge  of  multiple  curriculum  re¬ 
sources.  Contact:  Rev.  Richard  M.  Freeman, 
First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714- 
7736.  Phone:  (8 17)  772-5630. 


YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  avail¬ 
able  January  1.  Negotiable  salary/job  description. 
Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938- 
6622. 


PECANS:  SHELLED  AND  IN-SHELL  1993  GA 
crop.  Gift  tins,  boxes.  Candies.  Call  for  fund  rais¬ 
ing  brochure/gift  brochure.  Wilkerson  Pecans, 
•  Sylvester.  GA  3 1791.  1-800-523-3505. 


“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seeking 

full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing  youth 
program  in  church  of  2200  members.  Contact: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer 
628,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  (409)  297-3046. 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 
2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Vfc  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  954057or  call  (707)  538-5325. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  full¬ 
time,  baccalaureate  degree  in  music,  experience 
in  music  ministry,  training  and  experience  as 
choral  conductor,  as  vocal  music  teacher,  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  all  ages.  Salary  based  on  expe¬ 
rience.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Tom  Smith,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  204  E.  Spring  St., 
Cookeville,  TN  38501. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  position  available  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Hobbs,  NM.  1 500-member  congregation 
with  an  expanding  youth  ministry.  Excellent  sala¬ 
ry  and  benefit  package  commensurate  with  edu¬ 
cation  and  experience.  Resume  and  references  to: 
FUMC,  Attn:  Vicki  Buchanan,  200  E.  Snyder, 
Hobbs.  NM  88240.  (505)  392-5543. 
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ent  III 


Yes, 

even 

Angels! 


Bishop  William  Oden 


Have  you  ever  thought  about  the  inadequacy  of  words  to  define  the 
deepest  truths  we  know? 

Think  about  the  words  of  Christinas:  joy;  peace;  love;  hope;  angels. 

Yes,  even  angels!  How  imprecise.  What  a  scandal  to  point  to  little 
understood  invisible  medieval  creatures  and  say,  “They  heralded  the 
first  Christmas.  They  are  our  primary  source  for  information  about  the 
birth  of  The  Savior  of  the  World.” 

I  would  rather  talk  about  donkeys,  cows  and  sheep  than  angels. 
Frankly,  I  know  more  about  the  animals  and  less  about  the  angels!  Re¬ 
member  when  Chairman  Khrushchev  sent  Sputnik  into  orbit.  He  glee¬ 
fully  announced  that  the  Russian  satellite  had  not  singed  the  tail  feath¬ 
er  of  a  single  Angel. 

Yet,  we  still  —  in  a  scientific  technological  age  —  are  bold  to  include 
the  angelic  chorus  in  our  Christmas  celebrations. 

In  fact,  angels  are  more  real  today  than  all  that  Sputnik  stood  for! 


Booths  at  the  first  Mission  Fair  held  by  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  represented  the  many  missions  of  the  church.  ON  THE  LEFT  is 
a  display  explaining  the  Red  Bird  Mission  Conference  project  and 
ON  THE  RIGHT,  is  an  exhibit  from  the  church's  clown  ministry. 

Around  the  Conference 

Joy!  Advent  events  abound 


Lafon  Home  will  have  a  Christmas 
open  house  and  buffet  Tuesday,  Dec. 
14,  from  11:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Minis¬ 
ters  and  a  lay  person  from  each 
church  have  been  invited  to  the  come 
and  go  lunch.  The  event  will  provide 
opportunities  to  meet  Ted  Jones,  the 
new  director  of  development. 

... 

Clergy  families  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  have  been  invited  to 
the  district  parsonage  in  Kenner  for  a 
Christmas  gathering  and  house  com¬ 
munion.  The  event  is  set  for  Satur¬ 
day,  Dec.  11,  from  10:30  a.m.  to  1:30 
p.m.  Hosts  will  be  Dr.  Carole  Cot- 
ton-Winn,  New  Orleans  District  su¬ 
perintendent,  and  her  husband,  Dr. 
John  Winn.  Other  districts  will 
have  similar  holiday  celebrations. 

*  *  * 

As  part  of  Urban  Ministries  in 
New  Orleans,  a  Christmas  Open 
House  is  planned  for  Impact,  the  com¬ 
munity  organization  in  the  St.  Roch- 
Bywater  neighborhood.  The  event  is  to 
be  held  in  Thompson  UMC  Mon¬ 
day,  Dec.  13,  from  5  to  7  p.m. 


Advent  preparations  take  two 
forms  at  Lakeview  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port.  Worship  offers  opportunities 
for  thanksgiving,  repentance  and  re¬ 
newal  as  hearts  and  lives  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  Christ.  Secondly, 
there  are  many  “Opportunities  to 
Share.”  For  instance,  the  Jesse  Tree 
in  the  sanctuary  is  decorated  with 
Christmas  balls  bearing  the  names 
of  persons  in  the  church  family 
whose  days  may  be  brightened  by- 
calls,  cards  and  other  forms  of  per¬ 
sonal  attention.  Other  balls  include 
names  of  families  in  the  community 
who  need  Christmas  baskets  of 
food. 

Each  household  was  sent  an  Ad¬ 
vent  Coin  Folder  to  fill  with  dona- 
tions  to  support  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Carlos  Welch,  UM  missionaries  in 
India.  Dr.  Welch  is  a  native  of 
Natchitoches,  La.  Rev.  Conrad  P. 
Edwards  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  United  Methodist  Youth  of 
Blackwater  UMC  has  invited  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  to  brighten  their 


VISION  2000  Workshops 

Arkansas  pastor  who  works  with  gang  members, 
substance  abusers  will  talk  about  service 


Outreach  that  includes  a  youth 
gang  intervention  program  called 
Safe  Haven,  and  shelters  for  per¬ 
sons  recovering  from  alcohol  and 
drug  addiction  are  among  services 
provided  by  Theressa  Hoover  UMC 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Supervising 
pastor  of  the  ministries  is  Rev. 
William  H.  Robinson  Jr.  who  will 
be  a  leader  at  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence’s  VISION  2000  training  work¬ 
shops  scheduled  for  January. 

He  will  speak  to  churches  who 
have  chosen  to  work  toward  becom¬ 
ing  better  Serving  Congregations  in 
1994. 

United  Methodists  from  the 
southern  half  of  Louisiana  will  at¬ 
tend  a  VISION  2000  training  work¬ 
shop  on  Saturday,  Jan.  8,  in  the 
Cajun  Dome,  Lafayette.  Members 
from  the  northern  part  of  the  state 
will  meet  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  Saturday,  Jan.  22.  Both 
workshops  will  convene  from  9:30 
a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

Congregations  highlighting  one  of 
the  other  areas  —  Nurturing,  Invit¬ 
ing  or  Celebrating  —  will  meet  on 
the  same  dates  with  other  leaders. 
Work  in  the  four  areas  —  the  focus 
of  VISION  2000  —  and  the  special 
training  day  are  designed  to  help  lo¬ 
cal  clergy  and  laity  get  a  vision  of 
ways  their  local  churches  can  be  in 
ministry  in  new  ways  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

The  primary  component  of  Rob¬ 
inson’s  ministry  involves  the  Black 
Community  Developers,  an  um¬ 
brella  organization  that  provides 
community-based  '  programs 
planned  to  improve  the  quality  of 
life  for  indigent  persons  in  the  area. 

The  programs  also  include  a  day 


care  center;  the  Minority  AIDS  Net¬ 
work;  a  summer  program  of  activi¬ 
ties  in  a  safe  environment  and  the 
Fight  Back  Neighborhood  Support 
Center  (City  of  Little  Rock). 


Apportionment  payment  countdown:  3Vi  weeks 


CHRISTMAS 

PROGRAM 


Tree  of  Lights  by  placing  bulbs  in 
red  ($25),  green  ($15)  or  blue  ($5) 
in  honor  or  memory  of  loved  ones. 
Proceeds  will  go 
toward  the 
UMYF  mission 
trip  and  other 
ministries.  The 
tree  was  lit  in  a 

special  service  on  Dec.  5  and  “will 
beam  its  message  of  love  and  hope 
throughout  the  Advent  season.” 


First  UMC  and  Wesley  Chapel  of 
Homer  are  observing  a  Holy  Season 
of  Love  during  Advent.  The  week  of 
Dec.  12-18  is  a  Week  of  Prayer  in 
which  all  of  us  may  join  with  that 
congregation. 

We  are  asked  to, ’’Pick  out  some¬ 
one  in  your  fellowship  and  pray  for 
them  by  name.  They  do  not  ever 
need  to  know,  but  keep  them  in 
your  prayers  this  week.  It  could  be 
someone  passing  through  sorrow  or 
illness  or  someone  with  a  need  that 
only  you  can  see  or  know.”  Pastor 
of  the  charge  is  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis. 
*  *  * 

Children  of  Ingleside  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  will  participate  in  a 
Christmas  pageant  titled,  “What 
Can  I  Bring  Him?”  Their  presenta¬ 
tion  is  to  be  held  in  the  sanctuary 
Sunday,  Dec.  19,  at  6  p.m.  Kathy 
Norman  is  planning  the  event  and 
the  pastor  is  Rev.  Timothy  E.  Law- 
son.  A  Hanging  of  the  Greens  Cere¬ 
mony  was  held  Dec.  5. 

•  *  * 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Bowling  were 
hosts  for  an  open  house  at  the  par¬ 
sonage  Sunday  afternoon,  Dec.  5, 
for  members  of  Farmerville  UMC. 
That  evening  the  worship  service 
was  held  in  Chateau  D’Arbonnne 
Nurse  Care  Center. 

The  Older  Elementary  Sunday 
School  Class  and  the  Young  Disci¬ 
ples  Sunday  School  Class  will  pres¬ 
ent  a  play,  “The  Christmas  Story” 
as  their  gift  to  the  church  on  Dec. 
12.  In  the  cast  are  Frances  Neely, 
Amelia  Yates,  Jordan  Taylor,  Noel 
Kozik,  Carrie  Duncan,  Patrick  An¬ 
derson,  Matt  Fisher  and  Jason  Pow¬ 
ell.  Lynn  Duncan  is  play  director. 


The  1993  Conference  Appor¬ 
tionments  are  being  received  in 
the  Conference  Office  each  day. 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Conference 
treasurer,  reports. 

“Many  churches  have  now 
paid  them  in  full.  Others,  we 
know,  are  making  plans  to  do  the 
same  and  still  others  will  do  the 
best  they  can,”  Caraway  added. 

He  asks  that  pastors  and 


church  officials  remember  the 
following: 

t  Many  people,  programs  and 
ministries  are  counting  on  our 
gifts. 

t  All  1993  apportionments 
must  be  in  the  Conference  Office 
by  Wednesday,  Jan.  5,  1994.  If 
you  are  not  certain  of  meeting 
this  deadline  by  mail,  please  find 
a  more  certain  way. 


Ida-Rodessa  United  Methodist  Women  is  ''a  small  group  in  num¬ 
bers,  but  it  attempts  big  things  for  the  Lord,"  Velma  Dodd  reports. 
Pictured  above  is  some  of  the  action  in  October  when  they  had  a 
big  rummage  sale  and  made  over  $400  for  mission  giving. 

Rev.  S.  Hodges  organized  coalition 


In  a  recent  article  in  Louisiana  United 
Methodist,  Louisiana  CrossLines  direc¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine  highlighted  ways 
coalitions  of  religious  groups  can  help 
elderly  and  disabled  persons  live  at 
home  with  dignity.  Grants  are  available 
for  coalitions  that  include  several  de¬ 
nominations. 

Two  UM  churches  that  had  coalitions 
in  place  were  mentioned.  In  listing  Mer- 
ryville  UMC,  credit  should  be  given  to 
Rev.  Swindell  Hodges  Jr.,  who  was  or¬ 
ganizing  pastor  of  the  Merryville  coali¬ 
tion.  He  got  the  ministers  of  the  original 
eight  churches  together,  wrote  the  by¬ 
laws  and  secured  the  grant. 

“The  small  church  wanted  to  do 
something  for  the  elderly  and  found 
that  it  was  possible  with  an  interfaith 
caregivers  group,”  Hodges  said.  The 
program  started  while  he  was  pastor 
there  and  continues  now  that  Rev.  Al¬ 


fred  Bakewell  is  pastor.  Meals  are 
served  at  the  church  which  is  the  central 
location  for  services,  said  Hodges  who 
is  now  pastor  of  Plain  Dealing-Walker’s 
Chapel  Charge. 

Just  visiting  some  of  the  elderly  per¬ 
sons  in  isolated  areas  is  helpful,  he  men- 
tioned.  “Some  of  them  become 
confused  and  disoriented  when  they 
are  alone  but  respond  when  someone 
visits  and  checks  on  them.”  Home 
health  services,  paid  by  Medi-Care  was 
secured  for  some  persons. 

Another  coalition  is  operating  in 
Oakdale. 

“Most  churches  underestimate  what 
they’re  able  to  do,”  Hodges  declared. 
“As  long  as  they’ve  got  the  will,  it’s 
amazing  what  can  be  accomplished." 

For  information  on  organizing  a  co¬ 
alition  contact  Irvine  at  Louisiana 
CrossLines,  (504)  344-3179. 


He  guided  the  Black  Community 
Developers  as  they  sponsored  a 
statewide  Crack/Cocaine  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1989. 

Robinson  and  his  wife,  Sara,  are 
parents  of  eight  children  and  19 
grandchildren. 

The  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  CrossLines  direc¬ 
tor,  is  Conference  staff  coordinator 
for  Serving  Congregations.  Task 


Force  members  are  Rev.  Mary 
Baugh  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  Rev. 
Jerry  Hilbun  of  Bossier  City,  co- 
chairs,  and  Reggie  Skains  of 
Downsville,  Regina  Wren  of 
Shreveport,  Rev.  Debbie  Drash  of 
Thibodaux,  Rev.  A.  Fay  Barrhar- 
tung  of  Vinton,  Rev.  Alonzo  Camp¬ 
bell  of  Slidell,  Rev.  Steve  Caraway 
of  Winnfield  and  Dr.  Phil  Wood¬ 
land  of  Monroe. 


Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness 


Rev.  William  Robinson  |r. 

“Paw  Paw,”  as  he  is  fondly  called, 
is  a  native  of  the  Little  Rock  commu¬ 
nity.  He  graduated  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

He  has  served  churches  in  Little 
Rock  Annual  Conference  of  which 
he  is  a  clergy  member  and  in  the 
former  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

In  1989,  the  Arkansas  Peace  Cen¬ 
ter  recognized  him  as  the  Peace¬ 
maker  of  the  Year.  He  is  on  the 
National  Policy  Committee  of 
Black  Community  Developers, 
board  member  of  National  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
and  the  National  Shalom  Zone 
Committee. 

Robinson  was  appointed  by  Bill 
Clinton  to  the  Governor’s  Ethics 
Panel  and  the  Commission  on  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Families. 


Members  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  help  with  the  opening 
of  the  Food  Pantry  and  Clothes  Closet  at  the  United  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Center  earlier  this  year  as  part  of  their  Serving  Congregation 
projects.  With  clients  and  volunteers  are  Rev.  Karl  Klaus,  associate 
pastor  of  Broadmoor,  holding  sign  above  their  heads,  and  Rev. 
Mary  Baugh,  center  director  and  pastor  of  Genesis  UMC,  SECOND 
FROM  RIGHT. 

Christians  'walk  the  talk' 


Churches  who  chose  to  be  Serv¬ 
ing  Congregations  this  year  sought 
many  ways  to  “serve  the  Lord  with 
gladness”  and  to  “walk  the  talk.” 
The  latter  phrase  has  come  to  mean 
that  just  professing  Christianity  is 
not  enough.  Christians  must  act  on 
their  faith  and  convictions. 

At  the  Serving  Congregation 
workshop  early  this  year,  churches 
were  encouraged  to  provide  direct 
service  to  help  people  in  need  sur¬ 
vive  their  present  crisis  and  to  work 
for  social  change  to  remove  the 
causes  of  the  problems. 

Mission  Center 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
whose  theme  was  “serve  the  Lord 
with  gladness"  helped  to  establish 
or  reestablish  the  United  Methodist 
Mission  Center  to  serve  the  com¬ 
munity  of  North  Baton  Rouge. 
They  worked  with  the  Center’s  Co¬ 
operative  Council  in  developing  a 
program  that  includes  services  rang¬ 
ing  from  emergency  assistance 
(food  pantry)  to  after  school  tutor¬ 
ing.  Broadmoor  is  one  of  eight  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  that  support  the 
mission. 

Volunteers  from  Broadmoor  take 
a  tum  staffing  the  Food  Pantry  and 
Clothes  Closet.  The  church  whose 
senior  pastor  is  Dr.  Charles  Sim¬ 
mons  also  provides  finances  to  help 
meet  the  mission’s  budget.  Marilyn 
D.  Harrington  is  chair  of  Broad¬ 
moor’s  Council  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Arnold  V.  Brown,  pastor  of 
Neely  UMC,  in  Baton  Rouge,  and 
the  VISION  2000  committee  “re¬ 
minded  Neely  of  the  truth  that 
Christians  are  called  to  serve." 
They  used  sermons,  leaflets  and  an¬ 
nouncements. 


Tutoring  program 

Neely  serves  by  conducting  a  tu¬ 
toring  program  each  Saturday  from 
8  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Starting  with  a  de¬ 
votional,  about  35  to  40  students 
are  tutored,  served  lunch  and  super¬ 
vised  during  a  play  time.  Brunetta 
Shamlin  is  chair  of  the  project. 

At  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria, 
where  Rev.  Tom  Beeler  is  pastor 
and  Margie  and  Ray  Morrish  are 
chairs  of  the  VISION  2000  commit¬ 
tee.  a  tutoring  program  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Shepherd  Center. 

Also  each  month  the  church  gives 
out  70  food  baskets. 

Louise  Gladney  and  members  of 
the  VISION  2000  committee  at 
Rayville  UMC  where  Rev.  Frank 
M.  Jones  is  pastor  is  also  a  Serving 
Congregation. 

Their  emphasis  was  on  helping 
senior  adults  in  the  community  and 
being  a  Partner  in  Mission  contrib¬ 
uting  to  mission  work  through  the 
General  Church. 

'Adopted'  elderly 

Members  of  the  church  "adopt¬ 
ed”  persons  in  nursing  homes  to 
visit  and  in  other  ways  shower  them 
with  love  and  attention.  The  Ray¬ 
ville  United  Methodist  Men  have 
helped  people  do  tasks  around  their 
homes  that  they  could  not  do  them¬ 
selves.  Don’t  Mention  Age  and 
prayer  breakfast  are  both  outreach 
ministries. 

The  Rev.  R.  E.  Carter  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Ida  UMC  have  assisted  the 
children’s  homes  in  the  Conference 
and  the  Dulac  Community  Center 
by  sending  each  of  them  $50  each 
month. 


Ryan  Hortons  pirtured  in  Southern  Living  book 


Rev.  Ryan  Horton,  pastor  Lees- 
ville,  First-Holly  Grove,  along  with 
his  wife.  Ginger,  and  family  are  fea¬ 
tured  in  living  color  in  the  new 
Christmas  with  Southern  Living,  a 
beautiful  hard-cover  book. 

The  couple  even  participated  in 
an  autograph-signing  party. 

The  Hortons  were  photographed 
for  the  book  when  they  participated 
in  play-acting  The  Night  Before 
Christmas  in  a  historical  house  tour 
in  Natchitoches  two  years  ago. 

Photographers  from  Southern 
Living  magazine  and  books  just 


happened  to  be  in  town.  They  cov¬ 
ered  the  event  and  included  it  in  the 
colorful  book  that  illustrates  many 
ways  to  enjoy  the  Christmas  season. 

In  Memoriam 

Rev.  John  M.  Downs,  40,  pastor 
of  First  UMC,  Lake  Providence, 
died  Nov.  30.  Funeral  services  were 
held  Dec.  2  in  McGuire  UMC  in 
West  Monroe. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary 
Jane,  and  two  children.  David 
Quincy,  1 1,  and  Christen  Leah,  7. 
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Faith  forum 


Is  organized  religion  necessary? 


This  worshiping  family  is  among  the  estimated  19  percent  of  Americans  who  attend  church  regularly. 
But  are  the  benefits  of  such  a  faith  commitment  adequately  conveyed  to  the  other  81  percent  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  live  as  if  religion  didn't  exist  ?  (See  related  editorial  at  left). 


If  you’re  a  regular  church  attend- 
er.  guess  what?  You’re  out  of  step 
with  most  Americans — farther  out 
of  step,  in  fact,  than  you  may  have 
assumed. 

That  troubling  insight  emerged 
from  three  unrelated  surveys  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  recent  issue  of  “News¬ 
week”  magazine.  The  magazine 
says  the  surveys  “demonstrate  that 
while  religion  pervades  the  Ameri¬ 
can  landscape,  only  a  minority  take 
it  seriously.” 

For  example.  The  Gallup  Organi¬ 
zation  reported  last  year  that  45 
percent  of  American  Protestants  at¬ 
tend  worship  services  weekly — a 
figure  that  has  remained  constant 
for  three  decades. 

However,  one  recent  study  by  a 
team  of  sociologists  headed  by  C. 
Kirk  Hadaway  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ  reveals  that  only  20  percent 
of  Protestants  actually  show  up  at 
Sunday  worship  services. 

Another  team  of  researchers  classi¬ 
fied  a  mere  19  percent  as  “commit¬ 
ted”  to  religious  faith  and  practice. 

Furthermore,  this  team  found  that 
nearly  30  percent  of  the  U.S.  popula¬ 
tion  is  wholly  "secular,”  that  is,  nei¬ 
ther  believe  in  nor  practice  any 
religion.  Another  29  percent  is  merely 
“nominally  religious,”  that  is,  claim 
but  do  not  practice  a  religion. 

There’s  an  unmistakably  disturb¬ 
ing  “message”  from  the  nearly  60 
percent  of  Americans  who  told  re¬ 
searchers  they  practice  no  recog¬ 
nized  faith: 

Organized  religion  is  unnecessary. 

We  believe  otherwise,  of  course. 
Presumably  you  who  read  your 
church  newspaper  do,  too. 

Among  implications  of  these  find¬ 
ings  are  the  following: 

The  spiritually  “committed”  19 
percent  is  ineffective  in  reaching  the 
remaining  81  percent  with  its  reli¬ 
gious  perspective  on  life. 

Call  it  what  you  will — lack  of 
evangelism,  inept  communications, 
half-hearted  witnessing,  poor  public 
relations — the  reality  is  the  same: 
Commitment  on  the  part  of  some 
doesn’t  automatically  convert  oth- 


Editorial 

ers.  Deliberate  efforts  are  necessary 
to  convey  the  importance  of  recog¬ 
nizing  and  responding  to  life’s  spiri¬ 
tual  dimension. 

For  Christians,  this  means  we 
must  learn  anew  to  share  with  oth¬ 
ers  the  story  of  our  own  redemption 
and  new  life  in  Christ  in  a  loving 
way  that  invites  them  to  make  the 
same  discovery. 

The  vital  role  of  organized  religion 
in  both  individual  and  corporate  life 


must  be  better  understood  by  those 
who  are  committed  to  their  faith  and 
more  clearly  explained  to  the  vast 
majority  who  are  not. 

Think  about  it:  If  it  were  not  for 
the  enduring  communities  of  faith, 
where  else  would  society  be  chal¬ 
lenged  to  ponder,  act  upon  and  pass 
along  to  future  generations  such 
critical  values  as  love,  mercy,  jus¬ 
tice  and  truth? 

Our  founding  fathers  tacitly  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  reality  by  constitu¬ 
tionally  protecting  religion  from 
arbitrary  interference  by  the  state. 


They  recognized  what  we  some¬ 
times  forget:  Even  “nonreligious” 
people  benefit  from  religion’s  salu¬ 
tary  effects  on  society  as  a  whole. 

Is  organized  religion  necessary? 
Absolutely.  But  if  we  “19  percent¬ 
ers”  fail  to  speak  and  act  as  though 
that  is  the  case,  it’s  no  wonder  that 
the  other  8 1  percent  doesn’t  recog¬ 
nize  that  truth. 

We  dare  not  allow  that  reality, 
however,  to  inhibit  us  from  claim¬ 
ing  more  boldly  our  critical  role  in  a 
society  that  largely  lives  as  though 
we  don’t  exist. 


I  share  in  holiness  at  Trappist  monastery 


By  W.  PAUL  JONES 

Given  the  recent  decision  by  the 
Judicial  Council  to  declare  dual 
membership  in  two  traditions  im¬ 
possible,  I  have  permission  to  share 
a  letter  I  sent  to  a  friend,  respond¬ 
ing  to  her  question  why  I,  a  United 
Methodist  elder,  should  be  wasting 
my  time  at  a  Trappist  monastery  in 
Missouri. 

Rather  than  shutting  out  prob¬ 
lems,  a  monastery  in  which  1 5  per¬ 
sons  are  trying  to  be  Christians  to 
each  other  can  make  marriage  seem 
simple.  And  rather  than  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  world, 
monks  try  to  be  informed  about  the 
world,  pray  daily  for  people  and 
problems  and  give  to  the  poor  ev¬ 
erything  that  we  do  not  need  in  or¬ 
der  to  survive. 

Monks  take  Jesus  seriously — in 
owning  nothing,  thinking  not  of  the 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  W.  Paul 
tones  is  a  retired 
member  of  the 
Missouri  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 


morrow,  using  no  drugs,  being  vege¬ 
tarians  so  as  to  kill  no  life,  treating 
each  guest  as  if  s/he  were  the  Christ, 
being  open  to  everyone  in  need  and 
charging  nothing  for  what  we  share. 
Not  bad  for  Christians  trying  to  be 
the  church. 

It  shows  in  little  things  like  this: 
The  abbot  told  me  one  week  before 
Christmas:  “Go  to  town,  buy  36 
gallons  of  ice  cream  and  take  it  to 
the  elementary  school  up  the  valley 


What  others  are  saying 


“We’ve  always  felt  [that]  human 
relations  and  racial  justice  were 
theological,  moral  and  spiritual 
questions.  If  you  discriminate 
against  me  because  I’m  black,  you 
have  to  take  that  up  with  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  presi¬ 
dent  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  Atlanta. 

* *  *  * 

“The  point  is  not  what  one  gets 
out  of  it.  but  the  worship  of  God; 
the  service  takes  place  both  because 
of  and  despite  the  needs,  strengths 
and  frailties  of  the  people  present.” 
— Kathleen  Norris  in  her  book  “Da¬ 
kota:  A  Spiritual  Geography.” 

*  *  * 

“All  of  us  begin  to  soar  when  we 


accept  who  we  are  and  encourage 
those  around  us.” 

— The  Rev.  Milton  Chester,  confer¬ 
ence  council  on  ministries’  director, 
New  Mexico  Annual  Conference. 

*  *  * 

“Preachers  say  that  they  want  to 
be  like  Jesus,  but  they  don’t  act  like 
him.  When  Jesus  preached,  he 
didn’t  have  his  head  buried  in  a 
book  or  in  notes.  He  preached.  But 
the  most  wonderful  thing  of  all 
about  Jesus  is  that  people  remem¬ 
bered  what  he  said.  Do  you  know 
what  your  preacher  said  last  Sun¬ 
day?  Do  preachers  know  what  they 
said  last  Sunday?” 

— The  Rev.  Noreen  Towers,  Wesley 
Mission,  Darlinghurst,  Australia. 
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/  guess  you  can  say  monks  "resign  from  the 
human  race,"  as  you  put  it,  but  we  try  to  take  Jesus 
seriously — being  in  but  not  of  the  world. 


(most  of  the  children  are  poor).  Tell 
them  Merry  Christmas.” 

I  guess  you  can  say  monks  “resign 
from  the  human  race,”  as  you  put 
it,  but  we  try  to  take  Jesus  serious¬ 
ly — being  in  but  not  of  the  world. 

As  for  silence,  after  evening 
prayers  there  is  no  talking  until 
morning  prayers.  It  is  called  the 
great  silence  when  one  “dies,”  as  it 
were,  to  be  raised  by  the  bells  at 
3:15  a.m. — with  a  gift  of  one  more 
precious  day,  to  be  lived  joyously 
one  day  at  a  time. 

During  the  day  the  rule  is,  “Speak 
only  when  it  improves  the  silence.” 
That  stops  much  talking.  There  is 
speaking,  of  course,  but  much  of  it 
is  singing,  because  the  seven  ser¬ 
vices  a  day  are  for  God — love 
songs,  as  it  were. 

As  for  your  surprise  at  my  bring¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  students  from 
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Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City  to  the  monastery,  the 
truth  is  that  they  are  moved  by  ex¬ 
periencing  people  who  take  prayer 
seriously. 

And  so,  unlike  you,  I  see  no  irony 
in  United  Methodist  ministers  tast¬ 
ing  deeply  of  Catholic  monasticism. 
John  Wesley  himself  was  a  high 
church  Anglican,  with  his  Holy 
Club  really  a  monastic  movement. 
The  Trappists  are  the  holiness 
movement  within  Catholicism — 
practicing  contemplation,  Scripture 
reading  and  accountable  disciplines 
as  ways  of  “going  on  to  perfection.” 

Through  my  participation  in  mo¬ 
nasticism,  I  have  discovered  pro¬ 
foundly  the  meaning  of  Wesley’s 
holiness  movement  for  Protestant¬ 
ism — which  we  have  lost.  So  why 
shouldn’t  we  appreciate  and  learn 
from  each  other? 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  the  Word  became  flesh  and 
lived  among  us,  and  we  have  seen 
his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  a  father’s 
only  son,  full  of  grace  and  truth.” 
(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Isaiah  49:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  12 
Third  Week  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Psalms  1 26: 1  -3 
Monday:  Psalms  126:4-6 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  61:1-4 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  61:8-1 1 
Thursday:  John  1:6-8 
Friday:  John  1:19-28 
Saturday:  1  Thessalonians  5:16-24 


Correction 

The  “Faithfully  yours”  column 
by  Ron  Thomas  in  the  Nov.  26  Re¬ 
porter  contained  an  editing  error. 
The  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  for  which  Mr.  Thomas  is 
the  organist  is  in  Farmers  Branch, 
Texas.  We  regret  the  error. 
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It's  right  for  the  church 
to  be  at  work  in  Russia 


I’ve  been  thrilled  to  see  so  many 
articles  about  the  church  in  Russia 
in  recent  issues  of  the  Reporter. 

I  traveled  with  other  United 
Methodists  to  Russia  this  past 
summer.  As  I  read  articles  pub¬ 
lished  after  our  trip,  I  was  remind¬ 
ed  of  three  important  aspects  of 
the  church’s  work  in  Russia  that  I 
observed. 

First,  1  was  reminded  that  Rus¬ 
sians  have  tremendous  need.  My 
experience  was  that  just  meeting 
fellow  Christians  was  a  boost  to 
the  Russian  people  as  they  strug¬ 
gled  with  organizing  religion. 

Second,  1  was  reminded  through 
the  Reporter’s  stories  of  how  re¬ 
sponsibly  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  acting  in  the  former  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

Our  own  secular  guide  was  very 
impressed  with  the  method  and 
purpose  of  the  people  representing 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 
She  saw  that  the  mission  was  a 
means  of  bringing  Christ  into  the 
lives  of  the  Russian  people,  not  a 
means  of  Westernizing. 

Finally,  the  Reporter’s  stories 
reminded  me  of  how  a  mission  of 
outreach  can  so  positively  affect 
my  own  life. 

I  went  to  Russia  to  give,  and  as 
is  often  the  case  with  Christ,  I  was 
the  recipient.  The  prayer  and  com¬ 
munion  shared  with  these  former 
enemies  profoundly  affected  the 
way  I  view  others  and  my  relation¬ 
ship  with  God. 

It  is  good  and  right  for  us  to  be 
involved  in  Russia. 

Bob  Kehr 
Garland,  Texas 

What's  going  on? 

What  in  the  world  is  going  on  in 
New  York  City? 

Instead  of  cutting  back  on  our 
missionary  staff  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  should 
cut  back  on  its  non-missionary 
staff  and  streamline  its  adminis¬ 
trative  costs  (see  UMR,  Oct.  29). 

In  the  early  part  of  this  century, 
our  denomination  boasted  of  hav¬ 
ing  2,000  overseas  missionaries. 
By  1988,  that  number  had 
dropped  to  416.  That  means  that 
the  UMC  has  one  missionary  for 
every  21,584  members. 

In  the  same  time  frame,  the 
Southern  Baptists  increased  the 
numbers  of  their  missionaries  to 
about  4,000. 

Statistics  show  that  no  denomi¬ 
nation  with  a  missionary  to  mem¬ 
ber  ratio  of  less  than  1/4,500  is 
growing.  Conversely,  every  de¬ 
nomination  that  exceeds  that  ratio 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

is  growing. 

Maybe  this  should  tell  us  some¬ 
thing  about  right  priorities  or 
maybe  it  is  indicative  of  why  we 
are  dying  as  a  denomination. 

William  P.  Payne 
Orlando,  Florida 

It's  not  fair 

It  is  not  just  nor  fair  that  Dr. 
Jack  Kervorkian 
ished  for  show¬ 
ing  compassion. 

What  is  it  but 
compassion  to 
respond  to  the 
desperate  need 
of  suffering  hu¬ 
manity? 

Animals  suf¬ 
fering  extreme  pain  are  “put  out  of 
their  misery.”  It  is  commonly  ac¬ 
cepted  that  that  is  an  act  of  kind¬ 
ness  when  the  end  is  inevitable. 
Are  we  then  called  upon  to  be  less 
kind  to  humans? 

Those  prosecuting  the  kindly 
doctor  could  someday  face  a  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  they  might  long  des¬ 
perately  for  the  kind  of  help  given 
in  the  very  instances  for  which  Dr. 
Kervorkian  is  now  threatened 
with  punishment. 

Ruth  M.  Vernon 
Dallas,  Texas 

You're  wrong 

The  great  significance  of  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council’s  recent  decision  on,, 
same-sex  covenant  services  lies  in 
that  it  doesn’t  prohibit  such  ser¬ 
vices.  The  church  court  simply 
was  not  swayed  by  oral  arguments 
asking  to  institute  such  a  prohibi¬ 
tion  (see  UMR,  Nov.  12). 

Your  news  interpretive  was 
wrong  in  contending  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  means  such  services  are  “in¬ 
appropriate”  since  they  aren’t 
included  in  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship.  In  our  United 
Methodist  free  church  tradition  a 
book  of  worship  has  never  served 
to  limit  the  church’s  worship  only 
to  certain  services.  If  that  were  so, 
what  United  Methodist  clergyper- 
son’s  ministry  wouldn’t  include 
countless  “inappropriate”  acts  of 
worship? 

George  D.  McClain 
Staten  Island,  New  York 

Editor’s  Note:  Mr.  McClain  is 
executive  secretary  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Federation  for  Social  Action. 


Jack  Kervorkian 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Developmei 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Church e. 

n 

y 

t 

Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term  $100 

4.80% 

1  year  term  $100 

3.00% 

Flexible  $100 

2.50% 

’‘‘Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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DISTRIBUTING  COATS:  A  United 

Methodist  pastor  from  North  Carolina  is  in 
Armenia  to  coordinate  distribution  of  1 30,000- 
plus  winter  coats  collected  from  across  the 
U.S.  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Davis  ofTarboro, 
N.C.,  departed  for  Yerevan,  the  capital  of  Ar¬ 
menia,  in  mid-November  and  is  expected  to 
stay  one  year.  He  will  also  conduct  worship 
services  in  English  and  host  volunteer  teams 
providing  medical  and  educational  assistance 
to  the  former  Soviet  republic.  The  project  is  a 
joint  mission  effort  of  the  church’s  North  Car¬ 
olina  and  Western  North  Carolina  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 


KEEPING  THE  PEACE:  Church  leaders 

in  South  Africa  are  coordinating  an  ongoing 
peace  initiative  involving  township  and  hostel 
residents  of  rival  political  groups.  Among  the 
30  people  who  met  recently  to  discuss  the 
peace  initiative  were  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu,  Presiding  Methodist  Bishop  M.  Stanley 
Mogoba,  Methodist  Bishop  K.  Mgojo,  who  is 
also  president  of  the  South  Africa  Council  of 
Churches,  and  the  Rev.  Mvume  Dandala,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Central  Methodist  Mission  in  Johannes¬ 
burg  who  chaired  the  meeting. 

INDIANA  FLASH  FLOODS:  Flash 

floods  and  river  flooding  resulting  from  wide¬ 
spread  and  heavy  rains  throughout  Indiana 
have  affected  17  counties  and  524  families. 
Two  homes  and  25  trailers  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed,  with  101  homes  and  25  mobile  homes 
receiving  major  damage.  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  has  responded  with  a 
$10,000  emergency  grant  to  the  South  Indiana 
conference  to  assist  their  response  to  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  this  emergency.  Gifts  to  support  this 
effort  can  be  made  through  Domestic  Disaster 
Response  Advance  No.  901670-1. 

ARKANSAS  TORNADO:  United 

Methodists  in  Arkansas  are  responding  to 
needs  of  victims  of  a  mid-November  tornado 
in  the  western  part  of  the  state.  Jane  Dennis, 
spokeswoman  for  the  Arkansas  area,  said  the 
tornado  hit  328  dwellings  in  Mena,  Ark.  Initial 
grants  received  for  relief  ministries  include 
$500  from  churches  in  the  Arkansas  area, 
$3,000  from  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  and  a  $20,000  anonymous  donation 
from  a  local  United  Methodist.  Gifts  to  sup¬ 
port  this  effort  can  be  made  through  Domestic 
Disaster  Response  Advance  No.  901670-1. 

COMMENDING  CLINTON:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  has  commended  the  Clin¬ 
ton  administration  for  addressing  health-care 
issues  “in  a  positive  fashion.”  A  resolution 
adopted  by  the  board  recently  did  not  endorse 
the  Clinton  proposals  but  said  the  proposals 
“substantially  address”  health-care  issues 
raised  by  the  church’s  top  legislative  assembly 
in  1992. 

WARNING  TO  DISNEY:  Southern 
Baptist  leaders  have  sent  a  letter  to  the  Walt 
Disney  Co.  asking  it  to  reconsider  its  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  “NYPD  Blue,”  the  critically  acclaimed 
but  controversial  television  drama.  If  Disney 
does  not  reconsider,  Baptist  officials  said,  the 
convention  may  refuse  to  promote  Walt  Dis¬ 
ney  World  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Orlando, 
Fla.,  next  June. 


BylORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— At  a  recent 
White  House  prayer  breakfast  at¬ 
tended  by  both  President  Bill 
Clinton  and  Vice  President  A1 
Gore,  Bishop  A.F.  “Fritz”  Mutti 
of  the  United  Methodist  Kansas 
Area  shared  personal  and  de¬ 
nominational  experiences  with 
HIV  and  AIDS. 

About  1 3  guests  at  the  Nov.  29 
breakfast  included  church  staff 
and  parish  workers  from  several 
denominations  and  Judaism — 
mostly  people  involved  in  AIDS 


networks  and  front-line  efforts. 

Bishop  Mutti  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  that,  after 
opening  remarks,  the  president  in¬ 
vited  participants  to  look  beyond 
the  present  to  talk  about  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  and  AIDS  and 
HIV  in  the  future.  Then  the  presi¬ 
dent  listened  and  "took  lots  of 
notes,”  the  bishop  added. 

A  concern  shared  by  many, 
Bishop  Mutti  said,  was  that  in¬ 
terest  in  AIDS  had  peaked,  “yet 
thousands  of  people  are  dying.” 

The  president  pointed  out  that 
money  allocated  for  AIDS  got 


the  largest  increase  in  his  budget, 
the  bishop  said. 

The  meeting  lasted  90  min¬ 
utes,  and  participants  said  that 
Mr.  Clinton  was  primarily  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  religious  leaders’  per¬ 
sonal  experiences  in  their 
AIDS-related  work. 

Lost  two  sons 

Bishop  Mutti,  who  has  wit¬ 
nessed  the  deaths  of  two  of  his 
three  sons  from  AIDS-related 
causes,  shared  some  of  his  fam¬ 
ily’s  experiences. 

A  member  of  the  churchwide 


General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  he  also  spoke  about  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  international  efforts 
to  address  the  AIDS  pandemic. 

He  heads  the  committee  of  the 
church’s  mission  agency  on  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  work  in  Europe, 
the  Middle  East  and  Africa, 
where  the  denomination  held  an 
AIDS  consultation  this  summer. 

“In  Central  African  countries, 
up  to  50  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  infected.  It’s  going  to  wipe 
out  whole  countries,”  he  said. 

Speaking  of  his  personal  experi¬ 
ence,  Bishop  Mutti  said  he  and  his 


PHOTO  COURTESY  ST.  LOUIS  UNIVERSITY 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer  (Missouri  Area)  attracts  a  media  audience  as  she  is  given  a  shot  containing  an  experi¬ 
mental  AIDS  vaccine  as  part  of  a  study  at  the  St.  Louis  University  School  of  Medicine  (see  story  below). 

Volunteers  testing  an  experimental  AIDS 
vaccine  include  United  Methodist  bishop 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ann 
B.  Sherer  (Missouri  Area)  is 
among  volunteers  participating  in 
an  18-month  experimental  AIDS 
vaccine  study  at  the  St.  Louis  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Medicine. 

Bishop  Sherer  and  other  public 
figures  received  their  first  vaccina¬ 
tions  Dec.  1,  World  AIDS  Day. 
Participants  included  officials  of 
the  Catholic-related  university. 


In  a  written  statement.  Bishop 
Sherer  referred  to  the  “hundreds 
of  thousands  of  persons  world¬ 
wide”  who  have  AIDS. 

“In  some  places  where  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  doing 
missions,  such  as  central  Africa,  30 
percent  of  the  population  is  testing 
HIV-positive,”  she  continued. 

She  added  that  the  experimen¬ 
tal  vaccine  being  studied  at  St. 
Louis  is  considered  to  be  among 


the  most  promising. 

“If  by  taking  part  in  a  vaccine 
protocol  it  is  possible  to  move  the 
research  forward,  I  find  it  a  privi¬ 
lege  to  participate,”  she  said.  “1 
hope  others  will  join  me.” 

The  university  researchers  esti¬ 
mate  they  will  need  1 ,000  people 
in  the  St.  Louis  area  to  help  with 
vaccine  studies  during  the  next 
five  years.  Volunteers  get  exams 
and  health  screenings. 


Once  accepted,  volunteers  re¬ 
ceive  a  series  of  injections  with  ei¬ 
ther  the  experimental  vaccine  or  a 
non-vaccine  control  substance. 

Their  blood  is  then  tested  to 
determine  whether  their  bodies 
produce  an  immune  response  ca¬ 
pable  of  killing  a  laboratory 
strain  of  HIV,  the  virus  that  can 
lead  to  AIDS.  So  far,  the  vac¬ 
cines  have  caused  no  reported 
major  side  effects. 


wife,  Etta  Mae,  try  to  invite  griev¬ 
ing  parents  to 
find  a  way  to 
network  and 
support  one 
another.  They 
accept  as  many 
invitations  to 
speak  as  they 
can,  he  added. 

“It  took  US  a  A.F.  "Fritz"  Mutti 
long  time  to  get  to  the  place 
where  we  were  willing  to  talk 
about  it  publicly,”  he  said.  “It’s 
still  very  painful.” 

He  said  they  speak  about  their 
anguish  and  about  the  choices 
they  had  to  make — such  as  when 
both  sons  were  in  hospitals  in 
different  cities. 

Tim  and  Fred,  ages  30  and  29 
respectively  when  they  died, 
taught  their  parents  to  focus  on 
living  normally  rather  than  on 
dying.  Bishop  Mutti  said. 

After  each  speaking  engage¬ 
ment  or  workshop,  someone 
shares  experiences  and  mentions 
the  lack  of  anyone  to  talk  with 
about  it,  he  observed. 

“We  see  it  as  our  vocation 
now,”  he  said. 


Church  provides  support 

Although  he  said  he  knows 
some  people  have  had  less  posi¬ 
tive  experiences  with  their  reli¬ 
gious  communities,  he  stated 
that  the  church  at  every  level 
provided  support  during  his  own 
family’s  ordeal. 

One  member  of  a  congregation 
Bishop  Mutti  served  before  being 
elected  a  bishop  offered  a  credit 
card  “when  you  need  to  get  air¬ 
plane  tickets  or  something,”  and 
a  Sunday  school  class  from  the 
same  church  sent  the  Muttis  oc¬ 
casional  checks  to  help  with  ex¬ 
penses,  he  said. 

Prayer  chains  eventually  in¬ 
cluded  Baptists  and  Roman 
Catholics  as  well  as  United 
Methodists;  people  in  Florida, 
California  and  other  states;  and 
Christians  in  several  foreign 
countries,  he  recalled,  obviously 
still  moved  by  all  the  concern. 

“We’re  convinced  that  there 
won’t  be  a  church  in  the  whole 
connection  that  won’t  be  touched 
by  HIV  and  AIDS,”  Bishop 
Mutti  asserted. 


Evangelicals  'softening' 

Bishop  Mutti  said  two  evan¬ 
gelicals  at  the  White  House 
breakfast  assured  the  partici¬ 
pants  of  “much  softening” 
among  evangelicals.  The  anger 
and  hatred  directed  toward  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  is  not  representa¬ 
tive,  they  indicated. 

The  concept  of  family  values 
could  be  a  bridge  between  the  ad¬ 
ministration  and  the  conserva¬ 
tive  religious  constituency,  and 
among  the  churches,  Bishop 
Mutti  said. 


Bishop  tells  Clinton  of  AIDS  impact  on  family 


Prof  hopes  his  carols  will  become  'golden  oldies' 


DURHAM,  N.C.— Yes,  the 
words  to  “Silent  Night”  and  “Hark, 
the  Herald  Angels  Sing”  are  in¬ 
grained  into  our  deepest  memories. 
But  wouldn’t  it  be  nice  to  learn  a 
new  Christmas  carol?  Perhaps  one 


of  the  great  chorales  by  J.S.  Bach  or 
the  newest  holiday  composition  by 
Waldo  Beach? 

Bach  isn’t  around  to  endorse  such 
a  revolutionary  concept,  but  Dr. 
Beach,  an  emeritus  professor  at 


United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University,  has  been  promoting  the 
idea  for  10  years.  Each  Christmas, 
he  writes  a  carol,  copies  of  which  he 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  send  to  friends 
as  their  holiday  greeting. 

Then  the  Beaches  hold  their  an¬ 
nual  holiday  sing-along — an  event 
to  which  they  invite  some  of  the 
best  singers  they  know  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  serious,  harmonizing 
Christmas  caroling. 

Dr.  Beach,  a  Durham  Civic  Cho¬ 
ral  Society  member  who  can  deliver 
on  request  a  perfectly-pitched  a 
cappella  rendition  of  his  latest  car¬ 
ol,  enjoys  singing  Christmas  songs 
as  much  as  he  enjoys  writing  them. 

“Christmas  songs  have  always 
fascinated  me,”  he  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view.  “Carols,  hymns  and  other 
Christmas  music  have  been  part  of 
holiday  celebrations  for  a  long  time. 

“I  like  the  carol,  which  is  a  form 
of  music  that  suggests  dance,  as  well 
as  other  forms  of  Christmas  music, 
like  Bach’s  great  chorales,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  ’O  Morning  Star,  How  Fair  and 
Bright.’  ” 

Dr.  Beach,  a  professor  emeritus 
of  Christian  ethics,  admitted  that 
he  prefers  Christmas  songs  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  “the  birth  of  Christ”  to 
secular  tunes  like  "Jingle  Bells.” 

He  doesn’t  get  too  excited  about 
country  and  rock  ’n’  roll  Christmas 
songs,  “depending  on  how  they  do  it.” 

“Usually,  they’re  nothing  but  per¬ 
cussion  and  you  can’t  hear  the 
text,”  he  said. 

In  writing  his  annual  songs,  Dr. 
Beach  usually  takes  an  existing  text 
or  poem  that  “carries  a  beautiful 
message”  and  composes  music  for 


Each  Christmas,  Waldo 
Beach  writes  a  carol, 
copies  of  which  he  and 
his  wife,  Mary,  send  to 
friends  as  their  holiday 
greeting. 

it.  However,  for  his  recent  composi¬ 
tion,  “A  Christmas  Carole,”  he 
wrote  both  the  lyrics  and  the  music. 

While  new  Christmas  songs  are  be¬ 
ing  written  by  people  like  Dr.  Beach, 
it  seems  that  people  still  cling  to  the 
tried-and-true  traditional — most  of 
which  are  Italian,  Spanish  and  Ger¬ 
man  and  composed  in  the  1800s, 
said  Dr.  Beach,  editor  of  “Christmas 
Praise,  Worship  Resources  for  the 
Season  of  Christmas.” 

“At  the  root  of  the  problem  of  ex¬ 
panding  the  circle  of  familiar 
Christmas  carols  is  an  old  saying:  ‘I 
know  what  I  like  means  I  like  what  I 
know.’  This  is  the  same  problem 
churches  have  when  they  try  to  add 
hymns  to  the  repertoire. 

“Introducing  a  new  hymn  in  a 
worship  service  can  be  a  startling 
thing.  It  doesn’t  really  turn  people 
off,  but  it  can  turn  people  silent,”  he 
said,  adding  that  editors  of  major  de¬ 
nominational  hymnals  continue  to 
work  hard  at  adding  new  material. 

Dr.  Beach  continues  to  encourage 
both  musical  directors  and  singers 
to  look  around  a  little  at  alternative 
music. 

“There  are  some  beautiful  songs 
for  the  holiday  season.  We  just  need 
to  make  a  little  effort  to  learn 
them,”  he  said. 


PHOTO  BY  LES  TODD 

Christmas  carols  are  serious  business  at  the  home  of  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty  emeritus  professor  Waldo  Beach.  So  serious,  in  fact,  that  Dr. 
Beach  writes  a  new  carol  every  year. 


Africa  travel  still  open 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  planning  to 
attend  consecration  services  of 
the  church’s  Africa  University  in 
Zimbabwe  next  April  have  been 
assured  that  it’s  not  too  late  to 
make  travel  plans. 

So  says  James  Salley,  the 
school’s  vice  president  for  devel¬ 
opment. 

Inauguration  of  the  chancellor 
and  vice  chancellor  and  dedica¬ 
tion  of  campus  buildings  are 
scheduled  for  April  22-24. 


Mr.  Salley  said  that  the  travel 
agent  coordinating  the  trip  had 
experienced  some  delays  but  is 
back  on  schedule. 

The  agent,  David  H.  Dolsen  of 
Pueblo,  Colo.,  is  a  member  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  board  and 
of  the  Africa  University  board. 

As  of  Nov.  23,  some  450  per¬ 
sons  from  the  United  States  have 
registered  to  attend  the  interna¬ 
tional  celebration. 

More  information  is  available 
from  Mr.  Dolsen  at  (800)  227- 
3695. 


Nurturing 


Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant,  in  home, 
spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your  entire  congregation 
beyond  the  worship  experience. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 
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Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Faith 

= connections 

DIES  IN  AFRICA:  Francis  L.  Dale,  72,  a 

United  Methodist  layman,  former  newspaper 
publisher  in  Cincinnati  and  Los  Angeles,  pro¬ 
fessional  sports  executive  and  U.S.  representa¬ 
tive  to  the  United  Nations,  died  Nov.  28  of  a 
heart  attack  while  visiting  Victoria  Falls  in 
Zimbabwe.  Earlier  this  year  he  served  on  an 
advisory  panel  which  helped  select  Los  Ange- 
les-area  sites  for  the  church’s  new  “Shalom 
Zone”  work.  At  his  death  he  was  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  Foundation 
board.  Memorial  services  were  held  at  Hyde 
Park  Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Cincinnati  and  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pasadena,  Calif. 

EAGLE  AWARDS:  United  Methodist  re¬ 
tirement  communities  in  Detroit  and  Chelsea, 
Mich.;  Givens  Estates  in  Asheville,  N.C.;  Triad 
United  Methodist  Home  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.;  Cornwall  Manor  in  Cornwall,  Pa.;  Simp¬ 
son  House  in  Philadelphia  and  Berea  (Ohio) 
Children’s  Home  and  Family  Services  have 
been  granted  EAGLE  designations  by  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries.  EAGLE  is  an  acronym  for 
Educational  Assessment  Guidelines  Leading 
toward  Excellence. 

ECONOMIC  JUSTICE:  Two  United 

Methodist  agencies — the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  Women's  Division  and  the 
General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Bene¬ 
fits — were  recently  honored  by  the  Interfaith 
Center  on  Corporate  Responsibility.  The 
Women’s  Division  was  hailed  for  leadership  in 
a  suit  against  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  barring  shareholder  resolutions 
on  fair  employment  issues.  The  pensions  agen¬ 
cy  was  cited  for  outstanding  work  in  alterna¬ 
tive  investing  with  $100  million  in  low-income 
housing. 

PRESIDENT  RETIRES:  The  Rev.  Julius 
S.  Scott  Jr.,  president  of  Paine  College  in  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.,  will  retire  effec¬ 
tive  June  30.  Dr.  Scott  is 
in  his  second  term  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  college.  His 
first  appointment  was 
made  in  1975.  In  1982,  Dr. 

Scott  became  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Julius  Scott 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  He  returned 
to  Paine  in  1988  as  the  college’s  12th  presi¬ 
dent. 

BISHOP'S  WIFE  DIES:  Inez  Rossey 
Irons,  wife  of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Neil 
Irons  (New  Jersey  Area),  died  Dec.  2  of  cancer 
at  age  57. 

GRANTS  APPROVED:  Grants  totaling 
$76,491  were  recently  approved  by  elected 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Projects  to  be 
funded  focus  on  family  support  and  teen  preg¬ 
nancy  prevention,  prevention  of  alcohol  and 
drug  abuse,  environmental  and  health  prob¬ 
lems  facing  Native  Americans,  immigrant  fam¬ 
ily  reunification,  leadership  training  for 
Hispanic  lay  persons  and  other  initiatives. 

CORRECTION:  A  recent  interpretive 
analysis  on  the  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council,  based  on  a  release  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service,  was  partially  incorrect.  The 
story  should  have  said  that  the  council  issued 
a  memorandum  affirming  South  Carolina 
Bishop  Joseph  Bethea’s  ruling  that  the  clergy 
appointment-making  practice  used  by  him  and 
his  cabinet  complies  with  church  law.  That  law 
mandates  consulting  with  both  a  pastor  and  a 
congregation's  pastor-parish  relations  commit¬ 
tee  before  the  appointment  decision  is  made. 
The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports. 


The  church  and 
law:  preventive 
medicine  offered 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CLEMENTS 

Paul  Glasser-Kerr,  director  of  the  interdenominational  ministry  Proyecto  Adelante,  confirms  the 
hometowns  of  Salvadoran  refugees  on  a  map.  Whether  churches  can  house  ministries  such  as 
this  may  be  governed  by  widely  varying  local  regulations  (see  related  story  below). 

City  government's  questions 
cause  church  'identity  crisis' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

How  does  your  local  govern¬ 
ment  define  “church”?  How  does 
that  definition  affect  the  use  of 
your  church's  property? 

What  impact  could  the  new  fed¬ 
eral  Restoration  of  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  Act  have  on  local  regulations 
affecting  your  congregation? 

These  questions  give  some  idea 
of  the  situation  which  recently 
confronted  Stevens  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

The  church  in  a  neighborhood 
of  ethnic  transition  has  dwindled 
to  a  small  fellowship  that  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference 
expects  to  close  soon. 

Yet  ministry  still  occurs  at  the 
site. 

The  church’s  education  building 
houses  an  interdenominational 
ministry,  Proyecto  Adelante. 

The  ministry,  which  aids  Cen¬ 
tral  American  immigrants,  draws 
volunteers  and  funds  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  other  denomi¬ 
nations  in  Dallas. 

Last  June,  Proyecto  Adelante 
was  flooded  with  clients  as  the 
deadline  approached  for  Salva¬ 
doran  immigrants  to  finalize 
their  legal  status  in  the  U.S. 

Some  clients  parked  their  cars 
illegally  on  nearby  sidewalks  and 
left  trash  behind.  Homeowners 
near  the  church  complained  to 
city  officials. 

Didn't  have  certificate 

City  inspectors  found  that  Ste¬ 
vens  Park  UMC  lacked  a  “certifi¬ 
cate  of  occupancy.”  In  most 
municipalities  such  a  certificate 
means  that  church  buildings 
meet  health  and  safety  codes. 

Although  specific  code  viola¬ 
tions  around  Stevens  Park  UMC 
were  promptly  cleaned  up  and 
Proyecto  Adelante  clients  were 
urged  to  respect  surrounding 
properties,  the  certificate  of  oc¬ 
cupancy  wasn’t  obtained.  In  Au¬ 
gust,  the  city  cited  the  church  for 
“illegal  use — office.” 

Church  attorney  Robert  Dennis 
interpreted  this  as  the  city’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  define  what  uses — what 


kinds  of  mission  or  ministry- 
could  happen  on  a  church  site. 

On  Dec.  1  Mr.  Dennis  repre¬ 
sented  Dallas  Central  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Gary  Regan  in 
Dallas  Municipal  Court.  Mr.  Re¬ 
gan  was  cited  because  supervision 
of  legalities  related  to  church 
property  is  the  superintendent’s 
responsibility  under  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  law  (Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  Paragraph  523.4). 

Nearly  two  dozen  pastors  and 
laypeople  waited  to  testify  about 
Proyecto  Adelante’s  legitimacy 
as  a  ministry  or  to  hear  how  the 
court’s  ruling  might  affect  minis¬ 
tries  at  their  own  congregations. 

Their  suspense  intensified  when 
Mr.  Dennis  presented  the  munici¬ 
pal  judge  and  assistant  city  prose¬ 
cutor  with  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
citation  on  grounds  of  immunity 
under  the  Restoration  of  Religious 
Freedom  Act  signed  into  law  by 
President  Clinton  Nov.  16. 

Mr.  Dennis’  motion  halted  the 
proceedings  for  45  minutes  while 
he  and  the  prosecutor,  apparent¬ 
ly  surprised  by  the  reference  to 
the  new  federal  law,  conferred. 

They  emerged  from  their  nego¬ 
tiations  with  an  explanation  which 
the  judge  allowed  Mr.  Dennis  to 
share  with  the  spectators. 

No  intention  to  regulate 

Mr.  Dennis  said  city  inspectors 
contended  they  weren’t  trying  to 
regulate  the  uses  of  Stevens  Park 
UMC.  Instead,  the  city  wanted  to 
assure  that  the  building  met 
health  and  safety  codes. 


With  that  shift  in  understand¬ 
ing,  Superintendent  Regan  plead¬ 
ed  "no  contest”  to  the  lack  of  a 
certificate  of  occupancy.  He  was 
fined  $200  plus  court  costs. 

Clearing  up  the  specific  citation, 
however,  didn’t  assuage  the  con¬ 
sternation  of  church  people  there 
over  the  issue  of  governmental 
regulation  of  church  property. 

Instead,  concern  increased 
during  a  follow-up  meeting  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  court  hearing. 

That’s  when  one  complaining 
homeowner  residing  near  Ste¬ 
vens  Park  UMC  read  aloud  from 
Dallas’  zoning  code.  The  code 
defines  a  church  as  “a  site  where 
people  gather  for  worship,  reli¬ 
gious  training  and  other  religious 
activities.”  (emphasis  added). 

A  city  inspector,  affirming  the 
definition  read  by  the  homeowner, 
told  the  gathering  that  any  new  use 
of  church  property,  such  as  adding 
a  ministry  like  Proyecto  Adelante, 
would  require  the  congregation  to 
go  before  the  city  zoning  board  to 
seek  a  “special  use  permit.” 

So  even  though  city  inspectors 
contended  that  they  weren’t  seek¬ 
ing  to  regulate  use  of  church 
property,  the  implication  was 
clear  that  the  city  has  certain 
powers  to  control  how  church 
property  can  be  used. 

Attorney  Dennis  contended, 
however,  that  the  extent  to  which 
local  governments  can  press  such 
powers  may  be  challenged  in  the 
near  future  under  the  new  Resto¬ 
ration  of  Religious  Freedom  Act 
(see  related  illustration  below). 


By  PAUL  CHAFFEE 

In  1906  an  American  journal¬ 
ist  defined  a  litigant  as  “a  person 
about  to  give  up  his  skin  for  the 
hope  of  retaining  his  bones.” 

Until  the  ’80s,  congregations 
largely  stood  outside  litigation’s 
brutal  arena.  But  that  safe  van¬ 
tage  point  is  gone. 

Thousands  of  churches  and 
their  leaders  find  themselves  in 
court  these  days,  putting  issues 
like  liability  and  risk  manage¬ 
ment  front  center  stage. 

In  the  past  two  years  nearly  a 
dozen  books  have  appeared  to 
help  church  leaders  grapple  with 
this  increasingly  demanding  legal 
environment.  All  must  be  mea¬ 
sured  against  the  second  edition  of 
“Pastor,  Church,  &  Law”  by  Rich¬ 
ard  Hammar,  published  in  1991. 

A  masterpiece 

The  book  is  a  masterpiece  of 
American  church  studies,  a  1,000- 
page  portrait  of  the  relationships 
between  clergy,  worshiping  congre¬ 
gations,  and  the  law  of  this  land. 

Mr.  Hammar,  a  certified  pub¬ 
lic  accountant  and  attorney,  be¬ 
gan  the  task  1 5  years  ago.  Asked 
to  teach  a  seminary  course  in 
church  law,  he  discovered  that 
the  most  recent  available  text 
was  more  50  years  old.  So  he  set 
out  to  write  his  own. 

Drawing  from  thousands  of 
court  decisions,  statutes,  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  rulings,  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mar  devotes  the  first  quarter  of 
his  study  to  law  and  the  clergy. 

This  includes  definitions  of  the 
role  and  bountiful  good  advice 
about  the  clergy-congregation  re¬ 
lationship. 

Then  Mr.  Hammar  surgically 
details  the  legal  “authorities, 
rights,  and  privileges”  conferred 
on  clergy  followed  by  the  “liabil¬ 
ities,  limitations,  and  restric¬ 
tions”  the  role  entails.  Worth  the 
price  of  the  book,  these  chapters 
should  be  required  reading  for 
seminarians  and  pastors. 

Six  hundred  pages  in  the  middle 
of  the  book  address  the  congrega¬ 
tion  itself.  The  text  finishes  with  a 
discussion  of  the  two  clauses  in 
the  U.S.  Constitution  which  sup¬ 
port  the  separation  of  church  and 
state.  Useful  appendices  and  a 
good  index  fill  up  the  book. 

Stood  by  itself 

Until  this  year,  Mr.  Hammar’s 
work,  updated  in  his  bimonthly 
“Church  Law  &  Tax  Report,” 


Review 


"Ministry  and  the  American  Le¬ 
gal  System"  by  Richard  B.  Couser 
(Minneapolis  Augsburg  Fortress, 
1993).  Hardbound,  3S6  pages. 

"Pastor,  Church  &  Law,"  Sec¬ 
ond  Edition  by  Richard  R.  Ham¬ 
mar  (Matthews,  N.C.,  Christian 
Ministry  Resources,  1991).  Hard¬ 
bound,  1023  pages. 

stood  by  itself.  Richard  B. 
Couser’s  new  “Ministry  and  the 
American  Legal  System”  is  no 
substitute,  particularly  for  the 
church  attorney. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  Couser’s 
brand-new  book  deserves  its  place 
on  the  same  bookshelf,  a  valuable 
second  opinion  for  attorneys  and 
the  best  starting  point  for  anyone 
new  to  the  subject  of  church  and 
law.  Like  Mr.  Hammar,  Mr. 
Couser  is  an  attorney  with  a  gift 
for  clarity,  a  passion  for  thq 
church,  and  experience  represent¬ 
ing  denominational  bodies. 

Mr.  Couser’s  approach  always 
includes  the  larger  historical  pic¬ 
ture.  He  begins  with  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  its  religious,  juridical 
context,  from  which  everything 
else  flows.  Before  defining  the  le¬ 
gal  niceties  of  corporate  organi¬ 
zation,  he  treats  us  to  a 
fascinating  summary  of  4,000 
years  of  law  relating  to  “people 
in  groups.”  Thus  the  myriad  de¬ 
tails  of  the  law’s  demand  emerge 
from  a  meaningful  context. 

Mr.  Couser  organizes  the  sec¬ 
ond  half  of  his  book  around  risk 
management  issues,  including 
the  most  recent  to  emerge. 

Financial  vulnerability  from  en¬ 
vironmental  law  regarding  church 
property,  for  instance,  is  surveyed 
(see  related  story  at  left). 

A  seven-page  discussion  of  li¬ 
ability  insurance  is  one  of  the  few 
available,  astonishing  since 
churches  annually  pay  more  than 
half  a  billion  dollars  for  insurance. 

Our  parents  would  shake  their 
heads  in  disbelief  at  the  compli¬ 
cated  legal  vulnerability  churches 
suffer  today.  The  good  news  is 
that  these  excellent  resources 
bring  information,  important 
warnings,  and  useful  safeguards. 

Mr.  Chaffee,  of  San  Francisco, 
is  an  author  and  publisher  of 
church-related  books. 


What  is  the  Restoration  of  Relifiious  Freedom  Act  ?  - 


The  Restoration  of  Religious  Freedom  Act  restores 
standards  overthrown  in  a  1990  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decision.  The  effect  of  the  1990  decision  was  to  overturn 
previous  federal  standards  which  required  that: 

1 )  Laws  must  not  "entangle"  religion  in  such  a  way  as  to  prohibit  its 
rights  under  the  First  Amendment; 

2)  Governments  must  show  a  "compelling  interest”  in  regulating 
churches  and  religious  groups;  and 

3)  Once  the  "compelling  interest"  standard  is  met  governments  must 
use  the  “least  intrusive"  regulation  in  order  to  protect  churches'  rights. 

The  Restoration  of  Religious  Freedom  Act  reinstates  these  guidelines. 
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Especially  at  Christmas 


Plant  a  Seed 
of  Hope... 


This  Christmas,  say  thanks  to 
Jesus  by  becoming  a  monthly 
sponsor  for  a  forgotten  child. 

Yourregular  gifts,  letters  and 
prayers  will  be  the  Instruments  of 
God'sgrace  to  a  young  tribal 
student  struggling  to  cope  with  the 
modem  WAirid 


Over  40 years  ago,  a  little  woman 
withagiant  faith  picked  up  an  abandoned  tribal 
baby  and  Mustard  Seed  wasbom. 

Today.  Lillian  Dickson's  legacy  stretches  from  the 
Mountain  people  ofTaiwan.  to  the  Dayak  people  of 
Kalimantan,  to  the  tribal  peoples  of  Interior  Irian 

Jayaand  Papt  la  NewGulnea. 

Working  with  Methodist  churches  In  Malaysian 
Borneo  as  well  as  Papua  NewGulnea  (and  other 
churches) .  the  Mustard  Seed  has  developed  a 
remarkable  record  of  evangelical  faith  building 


UeetMiaWrdSeed'sExecuthxDirecXor: 

GarryO.Parker. 

Reu.ParkerisaUii&etiMe&iadlstrnirvIsterfrornthe 
feniiTSuki-DckjLvcur’AnruM2l  Conference.  He  serves 
theSlustordSeed  luiderappointment fromhts 
BIshap.Reu.Ftork&sewedasaJieldmlsslorKnytn 
InckneskvasweQasapastorandmisskxiexBCiillue 
tntheUnitedStates. 


Merger  creates  new  conference 


Among  the  Poorest 
of the  Poor 


chsdpleshlp  ManyformerMustard 
Seed  students  have  gone  on  to  become 
teachers,  pastors,  and  evangelists.  Many 
vocational  students  are  nowlay  leaders 
In  their  church. 

You  can  make  a  difference  I  Your 
gift  of  $25  a  month  provides  a  solid 
Christian  Education  fora  tribal  person. 
You  will  replaceafutureof  unemploy¬ 
ment,  poor  health,  prejudice  and  spiritual 

emptiness. . .  with  hopel  Plant  a  seed  ofhope  todayl 

■  Ye*  Garry.  I  want  to  sponsora  tribal  student  jj 

_ _ Use  my  monthly  faith  promise gift  to  helpa  1 

I  student  tn 

I  Irian  Java  (Indonesia! 

|  _ Kalimantan  (Indonesia) 

ij  _ Papua  NewGulnea 

! _ I  will  pray  regularly  for  the  faith  of  my  student 

I _ I  will  send  letters  of  encouragement.  1 

|  Name(s): _ _ 

|  Address: _ _ 

I  aty _ State  ap 


*  Phone _ 

I  Forlnformabonaboutsponsoringachlld.  write:  I 

|  The  Mustard  Seed.  Inc.»  P.O.Box 400  | 
l  Pasadena.  CA*91 1 14-7000  | 

j  or  call 1-800-9-4-FAITH  •  Since  1948  J 


By  ANN  G.  WHITING 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WENHAM,  Mass. — Three  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  regional  annual  con¬ 
ferences  recently  merged  into  one, 
effective  Jan.  1. 

Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Southern  New  England  conferences 
will  be  known  as  the  New  England 
Annual  Conference. 

The  new  conference: 

■  Adopted  rules  of  order; 

■  Voted  to  incorporate  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts; 

■  Elected  officers  and  board  and 
agency  members; 

I  Set  a  pension  rate  of  $310  for 
retired  clergy; 

■  Adopted  Health  Flex  (admin¬ 
istered  by  the  churchwide  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits)  as  the 


WRITERS  WANTED 

For  FREE  writers  guidlines, 
send  SASE  to: 

Living  Faith  Literary  Agency 
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new  health-insurance  plan  for  cler¬ 
gy  and  lay  employees; 

I  Adjusted  previously  proposed 
health-insurance  rates  to  lessen  the 
impact  on  small  churches  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  new  confer¬ 
ence; 

■  Adopted  a  $6.8  million  budget 
and  agreed  that  churches  would  be 
apportioned  for  1994  at  97  percent 
of  the  1993  level. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Fishel  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  Mass.,  was  elected  treasurer 
and  director  of  administrative  ser¬ 
vices;  the  Rev.  John  Blackadar  of 
Keene,  N.H.,  was  elected  confer¬ 
ence  secretary;  Joy  Martin  Mueller 
of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  was  elected 
statistician. 

The  first  regular  session  of  the 
New  England  Conference  will  be 
June  1-5  in  Amherst,  Mass. 

The  new  single  conference  will 
comprise  what  is  known  as  the 
church’s  Boston  Episcopal  Area.  Its 
presiding  bishop  is  F.  Herbert 
Skeete.  Currently  Bishop  Skeete  su- 1 
pervises  the  three  separate  confer¬ 
ences. 


CLASSIFIED 

SI.  15  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
S28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind 
ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20  for  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507.  ! 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  Ser¬ 
vices,  Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  UMC, 
Nashville.  For  information/application  contact: 
Steve  Burnett,  Box  771847.  Steamboat  Springs,  CO 
80477.  Deadline  January  3. 

FULDTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
position  available  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Hobbs,  NM.  1500-member  congregation 
with  an  expanding  youth  ministry.  Excellent  salary 
and  benefit  package  commensurate  with  education 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  FULDTIME  Minister 
of  Music.  Contact:  Music  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1 16  NE  Perry  Avenue, 
Peoria.  IL  61603. 

and  experience.  Resume  and  references  to:  FUMC, 
Attn:  Vicki  Buchanan,  200  E.  Snyder,  Hobbs,  NM 
88240.  (505)  392-5543. 

STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULDTIME 

RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  planning  to  re¬ 
tire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas 
area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time  work  with 
“Care  Ministry”  and  “Education  Ministry?”  If  so, 
please  send  your  inquiry  and/or  resume  to:  Christ 

Director  of  Christian  Education.  Louisville  First 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  to  fill  the 
above  position.  Interested  persons  should  contact: 
Grady  Bailey,  Jr.,  Pastor,  at  (601)  773-8064  (office) 
or  (601)  773-5539  (home)  or  may  write  Rev.  Bailey 
at:  Post  Office  Box  523,  Louisville,  MS  39339. 

Road  #43,  Hot  Springs  Village,  AR  71909,  Attn: 
R.T.  Jarrell. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  POSITION  open  at  the 
Desert  Southwest  United  Methodist  Foundation. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SUPERVISION  And  Support 
Systems.  United  Methodist  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
invites  applications.  M.Div.  and  ordination  re¬ 
quired.  Experience  as  District  Superintendent  or 
Field  Work  Supervisor  an  asset.  Deadline.  Decem¬ 
ber  10.  Contact:  Rev.  John  E.  Hamish,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville,  TN  37205.  (6 1 5)  340-7388. 

Starts  March  1 ,  1994.  Send  or  fax  resume  by  Janu¬ 
ary  15,  1994  to:  Administrative  Assistant,  Desert 
Southwest  United  Methodist  Foundation,  2633  E. 
Indian  School  Road,  Suite  402,  Phoenix,  AZ 
85016-6763.  Fax:  (602)  957-6022. 

EMMAUS!  DE  COLORES  GIFTS.  Stationery, 
mugs,  cassettes,  buttons,  pins  and  more.  For  color 
brochure  send  $1  to:  Guardian  Angel  Gifts,  Box 

YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

94 1 72-M ,  Gcveland,  OH  44 1 0 1  1 

1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  available 
January  1 .  Negotiable  salary/job  description.  Send 
resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar.  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938-6622. 

“FOOD  FOR  THOUGHT’  is  more  than  a  500 
recipe  cookbook  on  washable  paper,  it  is  a  work  of 
art,  a  labor  of  love.  40  designs  in  color  painted  by 
Ruth  Little.  Partial  profits  shared  with  3  charities. 
40%  discount  on  12  or  more  copies.  An  ideal  fund 

CAMPUS  MINISTER,  MARY  WASHINGTON 
College,  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  Qualifications 
include  ordination  or  equivalent,  previous  experi¬ 
ence  collegiate  setting.  Campus  Christian  Commu¬ 
nity,  1213  Dandridgc  St.,  Fredericksburg,  VA 
22401.  (703)  373-9255.  Deadline- January  15. 

raising  project  for  church  groups  or  clubs.  A  lovely 
gift  for  any  occasion.  ($5.18  profit  per  book).  Write 
or  call  for  an  autographed  copy.  Orders  filled  same 
day  received.  $  1 3.95  tax  included,  postage  and 
handling  $2.50. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth- 

MINISTER  TO  YOUTH/DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministry  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban 
church.  Full-time  position,  excellent  facilities,  mul- 
tiple  staff.  Work  with  parents  and  youth  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  strengthen  comprehensive  ministry  to/with 
youth.  Experience  and  training  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Senior  Pastor.  Chapel  Hill  UMC.  2717  W. 
Hefner  Rd..  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120. 

odist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 
0573. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian  Edu- 

gregation.  Needs  a  master’s  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5  years 
experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  program 
with  excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff  church,  com- 
mitted  to  the  most  comprehensive  ministry  possi¬ 
ble.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Requires  excellent 
administrative  ability,  successful  children  and  adult 
Christian  education  track  record,  commitment  to 
training  lay  volunteers,  knowledge  of  multiple  cur- 
riculum  resources.  Contact:  Rev,  Richard  M.  Free¬ 
man,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco.  TX 
76714-7736.  Phone:  (817)  772-5630. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504) 
488-0856. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442- 1211.  (Accredited). 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  Accu- 
mutations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808.  Fulton.  TX  78358. 

PART-TIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
900-membcr  congregation  in  North  Houston.  Ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Send  resume:  Pastor.  P.O.  Box 

1 689,  Tomball,  TX  77377-1689.  1 
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Saturday  night's  a  party  at  this  church 


The  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  led  worshipers  in  a 
refrain  he  hears  proclaimed  by  inmates  during 
worship  he  leads  at  the  Memphis  jail.  When  he 
called  out,  "God  is  good,"  the  Saturday-night 
congregation  called  back,  "All  the  time!" 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  traffic  jam  outside  and  “stand¬ 
ing  room  only”  inside  marked  the 
first  Saturday-evening  service  re¬ 
cently  at  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Almost  1,000  people — more  than 
half  non-members — packed  Christ 
Church’s  fellowship  hall  for  the  new, 
5:30  alternative  worship  service. 

A  live  12-member  band,  its  mem¬ 
bers  wearing  matching  sweatshirts, 
greeted  worshipers  with  songs  of 
praise,  setting  the  mood  for  the 
“Saturday  Night  Alive!”  service. 

When  all  seats  were  filled,  scores 
of  worshipers  stood  or  sat  on  the 
floor. 

It's  a  party 

The  Rev.  Rick  Kirchoff,  senior 
associate  minister,  announced  that 
a  party  was  in  progress — in  keeping 
with  the  celebrations  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  as  found  throughout  the  Bible. 


The  people  would  sing,  pray,  give 
thanks  and  hear  the  words  of  God’s 
promise,  he  said. 

The  multi-ethnic  congregation, 
which  crossed  all  class  lines,  sang  as 
words  to  the  hymns  were  projected 
on  two  large  screens. 

The  message,  delivered  by  the  se¬ 
nior  minister,  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dun¬ 
nam,  focused  on  the  value  God 
places  on  each  human  life. 

Mr.  Dunnam  led  worshipers  in  a 
refrain  he  hears  proclaimed  by  in¬ 
mates  during  worship  he  leads  at 
the  Memphis  jail.  When  he  called 
out,  “God  is  good,”  the  Saturday- 
night  congregation  called  back,  “All 
the  time!” 


At  the  close  of  the  service,  two 
visitors  joined  Christ  Church:  oth¬ 
ers  have  since  joined. 

The  ministers  also  said  they  have 
noticed  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  people  seeking  consultation. 

Approximately  840  people  at¬ 
tended  each  of  the  next  two  Satur¬ 
day  services. 

The  services  will  continue  to  fea¬ 
ture  Mr.  Dunnam’s  preaching,  con¬ 
temporary  music  and  a  “very  casual 
atmosphere,”  said  Mr.  Kirchoff. 

Many  children  sit  on  the  floor, 
the  associate  pastors  wear  sweat¬ 
shirts  and  the  senior  pastor  wears  a 
sweater,  he  added. 

Directed  by  the  Rev.  Matt  Hook, 


the  band  leads  the  congregation  in  a 
variety  of  blues,  soul,  rock,  reggae, 
spiritual,  country  and  contemporary 
Christian  music,  said  Mr.  Kirchoff. 

The  volume  and  quality  of  the 
singing  has  doubled  with  use  of  the 
large  screens  rather  than  hymnals, 
Mr.  Kirchoff  observed. 

Publicized  service 

Leading  up  to  the  first  service 
was  an  extensive  campaign  in  which 
the  widely  known  Mr.  Dunnam 
used  his  radio  and  TV  spots. 

Targeted  were  those  who  found 
traditional  services  unintelligible  or 
unappealing,  who  had  dropped  out 
of  church  or  who  had  never  attend¬ 
ed,  who  like  casual  dress  and  con¬ 
temporary  Christian  music  or  who 
simply  cannot  attend  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Dunnam  told  the  first  night’s 
crowd  that  28  percent  of  adults  in 
the  United  States  are  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  Sunday-morning  worship  be¬ 
cause  of  jobs  and  other  obligations. 


Bells  bring  the  magic  of  season's  message 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


BETHLEHEM — A  trio  of  Christmas  bells  hangs  over  the  Church  of 
the  Nativity  and  Shepherds'  Field  in  Bethlehem. 


By  IOHNJ.  DUNNE 

Ever  since  the  first  handbell,  or 
crotal,  was  introduced,  bells  have 
played  a  part  of  great  utility  and 
beauty  in  the  life  of  man.  But  never 
do  they  sound  more  wonderful  or 
chime  more  inspiringly  than  at 
Christmas. 

Though  the  exact  time  when  bells 
first  came  into  use  is  lost  in  the  shad¬ 
ows  of  antiquity,  several  specimens 
of  ancient  handbells  are  still  pre¬ 
served,  mostly  in  Ireland,  Scotland 
and  Wales.  These  are  thought  to  date 
from  as  far  back  as  the  6th  century. 

It  is  also  known  that  in  Egypt  the 
festivals  of  Isis  and  other  deities 
were  celebrated  with  the  sound  of 
sistra,  or  the  ringing  of  small  hand¬ 
bells,  and  that  the  ancient  Romans 
announced  the  hour  of  bathing  with 
a  peal  of  bells. 

What  is  perhaps  the  most  remark¬ 
able  of  all  surviving  old  bells  is  the 
Bell  of  St.  Patrick’s  Will,  which  may 
still  be  seen  in  the  National  Muse¬ 
um  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  where  it  is 
kept  with  its  brass  shrine. 

Although  the  bell  itself  is  rough¬ 
ened  by  the  wear  of  many  centuries, 
the  shrine  is  still,  indeed,  a  thing  of 
beauty,  studded  with  gems  and 
adorned  with  gold  and  silver  filigree. 

Largest  is  198  tons 

The  largest  bell  in  the  world  is  the 
Tsar  Kolokol,  or  Monarch  Bell,  in 
Moscow.  This  giant  of  bells  1 9  feet 
high  and  22  feet  in  diameter  weighs 
198  tons. 

It  was  first  cast  in  1654  but  was 
re-cast  and  enlarged  83  years  later. 
Shortly  afterwards  it  figured  in  a  di¬ 
sastrous  fire,  during  which  a  piece 
of  the  side  broke  off. 

As  it  could  be  used  no  longer,  the 
Tsar  Kolokol  was  re-erected  on  a 
granite  pedestal  in  a  Moscow  square 
in  1836.  It  survives  as  a  monument 
to  great  bells  everywhere. 

The  largest  bell  in  Britain  is 
“Great  Paul”  at  London’s  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral.  It  was  cast  in  1881  and 
weighs  almost  18  tons.  Big  Ben  at 
Westminster,  weighing  more  than 
13  tons,  was  cast  in  1856. 


The  largest  bell  in  the 
world  is  the  Tsar 
Kolokol,  or  Monarch 
Bell,  in  Moscow.  This 
giant  of  bells  19  feet 
high  and  22  feet  in 
diameter  weighs  198 
tons. 


To  the  beauty  of  various  bells  the 
world  over  literature  has  paid  many 
a  fitting  tribute. 

'Lost  in  each  other' 

The  glory  of  the  bells  of  Paris  is 
perpetuated  in  Victor  Hugo’s  im¬ 
mortal  prose: 

“At  first  the  vibration  of  each  bell 
mounts  up  direct,  clear,  and,  as  it 
were,  isolated  from  the  rest  into  the 
splendid  morning  sky.  Then  by  de¬ 
grees  as  they  expand  they  mingle, 
unite,  are  lost  in  each  other,  and  con¬ 
founded  in  one  magnificent  concert." 

Thus  this  writer  of  France  cap¬ 
tured  all  the  melody  and  mystery 
that  in  medieval  times  tolled  from  a 
thousand  steeples  clustering  in 
homage  around  their  Queen — the 
Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  de  Paris. 

Edgar  Allan  Poe,  too,  was  capti¬ 
vated  by  the  same  beauty  and 
passed  on  its  haunting  message  in 
the  lines: 

Hear  the  mellow  Wedding  Bells. 
Golden  bells! 

What  a  world  of  happiness  their 

harmony  foretells 
Through  the  balmy  air  of  night 
How  they  ring  out  their  delight! 

From  the  molten-golden  notes, 

And  all  in  tune . . . 

When  we  hear  the  bells  of  Christ¬ 
mas,  whether  in  a  symphony  from  a 
famous  city  steeple  or  a  simple, 
more  humble  peal  wafted  across  a 
meadow,  we  cannot  miss  the  magic 
of  the  message  nor  forget  to  spare  a 
thought  for  the  long  history  of 
haunting  beauty  that  bells  have  giv¬ 
en  to  the  world. 

Oh,  from  out  the  sounding  cells, 


What  a  gush  of  euphony 
voluminously  wells! 

How  it  swells. 

How  it  dwells, 

On  the  Future!  how  it  tells 
Of  the  rapture  that  impels 
To  the  swinging  and  the  ringing 
Of  the  bells,  bells,  bells . . . 

— Edgar  Allen  Poe 


Across  the  city  rooftops  and  over 
the  lonely  hills,  from  cathedral  tur¬ 
rets  and  solitary  country  belfries 
their  echoes  still  float,  loud  and 
clear,  bearing  the  unchanging  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christmas. 

Mr.  Dunne  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  Reporter. 


Prayers 
for  the 
Russian 
dead 

MOSCOW— 
An  Orthodox 
monk,  among 
others,  attends 
a  recent 
mourning  cere¬ 
mony  to  mark 
the  40th  day 
after  bloody 
political  battles 
in  Moscow  last 
October. 
According  to 
Orthodox  be¬ 
liefs,  the  souls 
of  the  dead 
leave  Earth  to 
face  God  40 
days  after 
death. 


Charles  Wesley  hymn 
is  a  Christmas  favorite 


Come,  thou  long-expected  Jesus, 
Born  to  set  thy  people  free; 

From  our  fears  and  sins  release  us; 
Let  us  find  our  rest  in  thee. 

Israel’s  strength  and  consolation, 
Hope  of  all  the  earth  thou  art; 

Dear  desire  of  every  nation, 

Joy  of  every  longing  heart. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Advent  is  a  time  of  preparation 
for  the  celebration  of  the  birth  of 
Christ,  a  practice  begun  as  early  as 
the  6th  century.  Old  Testament 
prophecies  pointed  to  the  coming 
Messiah  who  would  bring  salvation. 

Charles  Wesley’s  “Come,  thou 
long-expected  Jesus,”  written  in 
1744,  was  one  of  1 8  hymns  he  wrote 
about  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

"Hark!  the  herald  angels  sing” 
had  been  written  five  years  earlier. 

Bom  in  1707  in  Epworth,  En¬ 
gland,  where  his  father  was  the  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Anglican  parish  church, 
Charles  became  a  scholar  at  Christ 
Church  College,  Oxford,  at  age  19. 

In  1735  he  went  with  his  brother, 
John,  to  the  colony  of  Georgia.  But 


History 
of  Hymns 


after  a  few  months  Charles  returned 
to  London,  happy  to  be  far  from  the 
primitive  conditions  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colony. 

Through  the  influence  of  some 
Moravian  friends  in  London, 
Charles  experienced  a  spiritual 
awakening  and  later  became  an  elo¬ 
quent  preacher. 

The  enthusiastic,  evangelical 
preaching  of  both  John  and  Charles 
Wesley  was  met  with  opposition 
from  church  leaders,  who  forbade 
the  Wesleys  to  preach  in  Anglican 
churches. 

Undeterred,  the  Wesleys 
preached  any  place  that  people 
would  gather  to  listen — in  fields, 
bams,  mines,  prisons  and  in  the 
streets. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"While  Shepherds  Watched  Their 

Flocks" 


SEE  IF 

O  Mary  and  Joseph  looking 
for  a  ploce  to  stay 

□  a  girl  playing  hopscotch 

□  a  man  with  eyeglasses 

□  a  reindeer 

□  nine  water  pitchers 
a  a  well  wisher 

□  how  many  people  there 
are  in  the  picture 

□  a  girl  imitating  a  reindeer 


YOU  CAN  FIND 

□  two  men  looking 
at  their  watches 

Q  a  man  with  a  suitcase 

□  a  man  eating  an  apple 

□  a  pair  of  twins 

□  a  man  reading  a  book 

□  a  woman  spilling  water 

□  where  Mary  and  Joseph 
will  end  up  staying 

□  peace  at  Christmas 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Was  it  really  a  silent  night? 

The  subject  of  this  poster  is  ancient  Bethlehem  as  it  might  have 
looked  to  harried  out-of-towners  Mary  and  Joseph  during  the 
busy  days  of  Caesar  Augustus'  census.  The  poster  is  one  of  the 
resources  in  "Gifts  of  Peace,"  a  packet  for  people  who  want  to 
celebrate  Christmas  without  all  the  gift-buying  hoopla.  The 
poster  is  available  from  Alternatives,  a  not-for-profit  educa¬ 
tional  group,  by  writing  P.O.  Box  429,  Ellenwood,  Ga.  30049. 


Drama,  faith,  romance 


combine  in 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Long  before  European  colonists 
arrived  in  North  America,  the  Mo¬ 
hawk,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Cayuga, 
and  Seneca  created  a  sophisticated 
political  structure  called  the  Iro¬ 
quois  League. 

This  confederacy  eventually  unit¬ 
ed  much  of  what  is  now  the  North¬ 
eastern  United  States  and  Canada 
through  peace  treaties,  and  it  in¬ 
spired  Ben  Franklin  and  others  who 
helped  frame  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Despite  the  importance  of  the 
League,  no  movie  has  described  ei¬ 
ther  how  the  League  was  created  or 
how  the  American  Revolution  near¬ 
ly  destroyed  it. 

Now  a  new  made-for-television 
movie  does  an  outstanding  job  of 
presenting  this  history. 

Religious  leaders  were  key 

Equally  important,  “The  Broken 
Chain”  also  accurately  portrays  the 
role  played  by  religious  leaders  in 
establishing  and  preserving  this 
confederacy. 

Though  this  reviewer  has  read 
some  Iroquois  history  and  has  writ¬ 
ten  children’s  sermons  about  the 
League’s  founding,  there  was  much 
in  this  film  new  to  me. 

The  climactic  scene,  for  example, 
offers  a  rare  depiction  of  a  political 
leader  who  admits  his  mistakes,  re¬ 
pents  and  leads  his  people  in  a  new 
direction.  This  incident  will  preach, 
too. 

Set  in  the  18th  century,  “The 
Broken  Chain”  focuses  on  two 
young  Mohawks  who  are  drawn 
into  conflicting  allegiances  as  the 
French,  the  British,  and  American 
colonists  seek  to  use  the  League  to 
further  their  own  conquests. 


Poems  of 

Christmas  Poem 

Candlelight  and  Christmas  Tree 
with  gentle  music  playing 
bring  a  sense  of  distance  gone, 
and  I  hear  Mary  saying 

“Love,  my  son,  my  Jesus  boy, 
is  all  I  have  to  give  you  . .  .** 

“Love  my  Son,  God’s  Love  made 
Life, 

and  know  His  love  for  you.” 

Candlelight  and  Christmas  Tree 
with  Christmas  carols  singing 
bring  the  sense  of  Truth  to  me 
with  joy,  and  God’s  Love  winging. 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 

JESUS'  NAME 

My  lips  move, 
forming  His  name. 

Then  almost  always 


TV  movie 


Review 

It  is  told  from  the  perspective  of 
Joseph  Brant,  who  was  educated  in 
English  schools,  converted  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  yet  continued  to  be  a  mili¬ 
tary  and  spiritual  leader  of  his 
people. 

In  “The  Broken  Chain”  we  see 
how  a  war  chief  such  as  Brant  could 
go  to  battle  only  with  the  approval 
of  the  clan  mothers,  who  were  the 
real  decision  makers  in  the  tribe. 

We  catch  glimpses,  too,  of  how 
colonists  ridiculed  this  matriarchy 
yet  learned  from  it  such  concepts  as 
impeachment,  the  rule  that  only 
one  diplomat  spoke  at  a  time  and 
the  notion  that  nations  could  join 
together  without  surrendering  their 
sovereignty. 

Great  casting 

“The  Broken  Chain”  benefits 
from  some  inspired  casting.  Pierce 
Brosnan  is  wonderful  as  the  para¬ 
doxical  historical  character  Sir 
William  Johnson. 

“The  Broken  Chain”  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  next  year  by  “Lakota  Woman” 
and  by  TBS’s  six-hour  history  docu¬ 
mentary  “The  Native  Americans.” 

“The  Broken  Chain”  premieres  at 
8  p.m.  Eastern  Time  Sunday,  Dec. 
12,  on  the  TNT  cable  service  and  re¬ 
peats  at  various  times  through  Dec. 
22.  Combining  drama,  romance  and 
faith  into  one  story,  it  is  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  film. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  (bl.Y.)  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Long  Island  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  films  and  television 
for  the  Reporter. 


the  week 

it  glows  near  me. 

And  yet, 

sometimes  I  see  it 
take  flight  on  the  wind, 
then  caught  on  a  sunbeam,  or 
flashed  from  falling  raindrops. 

It  gleams  in  every  snowflake 
and  the  shimmer  of  sparrow  wings. 
Yes,  I  know  that  He  does  love  me, 
for  it  is  written  in  the  petals 
of  each  wayfaring  flower. 

Every  day, 

this  miracle  comes. 

—WILLIAM  LORD 

BE  STILL 

Listen  and  you’ll  hear 
Divine  communications 
in  soundless  embrace. 

—NANCY  HYLE 
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Children's  Homes  Christmas  Offering 

December  1993 

for  the 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston 


Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home 
Christmas  Offering 


JOY  TO  THE 
WORLD! 

WE  BRING  JOY  TO  YOUNG  LIVES 

ONE  FOR  TWO! 

There  is  ONE  offering  for  two  Children's  Homes  at  Christmas. 


New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
Ruston,  Louisiana 


Posters  Available 

Requests  have  been  received  for  unfolded  copies  of  the 
Mother’s  Day  posters  that  are  suitable  for  framing. 

Some  requests  have  come  from  churches,  some  from  in¬ 
dividuals.  Individuals  use  them  in  their  home  at  the  birth 
of  a  first  child  or  a  grandchild;  others  have  been  gifts  to 
parents  or  friends. 

A  limited  number  of  both  the  Mother’s  Day  and  the  new 
Christmas  poster  are  available  unfolded  and  if  requested 
signed  by  the  artist.  There  is  a  charge  of  $3.00  to  cover  the 
cost  of  packaging  and  postage. 

If  you  want  a  copy  of  one  or  both  write: 

August  E.  Aamodt 
Director  of  Development 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  La.  71273-0929 
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DECEMBER  17,  1993 


Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Update 


Total  Pledges .  $6.16  million 

Total  Contributions  through  Oct.  31  .  $706,786 

Clergy  Gifts  Received  in  November  .  $  7,217 

Challenge  Gifts  Received  in  November . $  23,170 

Church  Gifts  Received  in  November .  $  52,681 

Received  from  La.  United  Methodist  Foundation  . $  73,386 

Total  Gifts  Received  through  Nov.  30 . $863,240 


Advent  IV 


Bishop  William  Oden 

This  Sunday  is  Christmas  Sunday,  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Advent. 

Marilyn  and  I  will  be  celebrating  the  joy  of  Christmas  with  each  of 
you.  Please  know  of  our  love  and  prayerful  support  as  together  we  look 
to  the  manger  for  peace  and  goodwill  in  our  time. 

May  this  season  of  holiness  penetrate  each  church  and  permeate  ev¬ 
ery  heart. 

The  words  are  worn  and  often  seem  trite,  but  they  still  carry  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  season: 

A  Blessed  Christmas  to  all! 


Nancy  T.  Coghill,  LEFT,  a  member  of  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  joins 
writers  from  Tennessee  and  Florida  conferences  as  they  discuss 
ways  children  learn  about  the  Bible  and  Christian  values.  Recently 
at  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  they  attended  a  confer¬ 
ence  of  writers  specializing  in  UM  Sunday  school  resources  for 
younger  children.  Coghill  will  write  the  Age  2  teacher  materials  to 
be  used  in  the  fall  quarters  of  1995-99. 


Offerings  taken  Dec.  19 


Two  UM  homes  care  for  abused 
abandoned,  neglected  children 


Offerings  for  two  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  children’s  homes  will 
be  taken  Sunday,  Dec.  19,  or  on 
other  Sundays  around  that  time. 
The  funds  go  to  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  where  Dr. 
Richard  E.  Hodges  is  executive  di¬ 
rector  and  to  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  of  Ruston  where  Terrel  De 
Ville  is  executive  director. 

“We’re  depending  on  the  offer¬ 
ings  but  they  have  continued  to  de¬ 
crease,”  Kyle  Birch,  assistant 
director  of  development  at  the  Rus¬ 
ton  home,  said. 

Both  homes  help  abused,  aban¬ 
doned  or  neglected  children.  “We 
typically  have  the  older  youths,  the 
teens  and  adolescents  in  Ruston 
where  our  capacity  is  85,”  Birch 
said.  The  home  in  New  Orleans 
cares  for  younger  children. 

Because  of  lack  of  additional 
space  and  facilities  both  homes  turn 
away  applicants  or  refer  them  to 
other  agencies. 

Dr.  Hodges  said  the  New  Orleans 
home  is  full  at  38  but  an  additional 
69  are  served  through  the  home’s 


Therapeutic  Foster  Care  program. 

“Children  who  have  been  in  the 
home  go  into  one  of  our  special 
homes  for  foster  care,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “We  have  136  folks  who 
work  with  us  in  foster  care  —  the 
largest  Therapeutic  Foster  Care 
program  in  Louisiana.” 

In  addition  to  the  donations  by 
persons  in  local  churches,  funds  for 
the  homes  come  from  the  state  of 
Louisiana  which  pays  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  children.  Children  in  the 
homes  come  from  all  over  the  state 
although  primarily  the  New  Orleans 
home  serves  children  from  a  nine- 
parish  radius  of  New  Orleans. 

The  first  full-time  director  at  the 
home  in  New  Orleans,  Dr.  Hodges 
has  been  there  since  1988. 

From  the  collections  taken  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches  in  December  and 
around  Mother’s  Day,  78  per  cent 
goes  to  the  Ruston  home  and  28  per 
cent  to  the  New  Orleans  home. 
However,  persons  desiring  for  their 
donations  to  go  to  a  specific  home 
may  make  that  designation. 


Louisianians  attending  the  recent  Mount  Sequoyah  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  meeting  were,  FROM  LEFT,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  and  Eleanor  Car¬ 
away  of  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  of  Bunkie,  Judy  Stafford, 
new  director  of  Program  Services  at  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  and  Retreat  Center,  and  Dr.  Ray  Branton  of  Dallas,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  jurisdiction.  Ground  was  broken  for  a  new 
parsonage  and  a  new  swimming  pool  was  dedicated. 


Nurturing  Congregations  to  get  inspiration, 
ideas  from  Judy  Gattis  Smith  author-teacher 


Judy  Gattis  Smith  of  Lynchburg, 
Tenn.,  teacher,  lecturer  and  author 
of  17  books  on  Christian  education, 
will  be  a  workshop  leader  for  VI¬ 
SION  2000  training  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  in  January.  Her 
ideas  and  information  will  be  di¬ 
rected  toward  churches  who  have 
chosen  to  focus  on  being  Nurturing 
Congregations  during  1994. 

Not  only  has  she  had  first-hand 
experience  as  a  Sunday  school 
teacher,  she  has  written  curriculum, 
plays  and  articles  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

January  training 

Training  sessions  for  the  Nurtur¬ 
ing,  Inviting,  Celebrating  and  Serv¬ 
ing  Congregations  will  be  held  in 
January  so  the  churches  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  equipped  to  begin  their  empha¬ 
ses  for  the  year. 

Meeting  in  the  Cajun  Dome  in 
Lafayette  Saturday,  Jan.  8,  will  be 


Judy  Gattis  Smith 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  from 
the  southern  half  of  the  state. 


A  similar  session  is  set  for  Satur¬ 
day,  Jan.  22,  at  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport  for  persons  in  the 


Dr.  John  Ed  Mathison,  CENTER,  who  was  featured  speaker  last  year 
at  the  VISION  2000  training  session  held  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  also 
keynote  speaker  at  the  recent  Alexandria  District  Evangelism  Rally 
held  in  First  UMC,  Pineville.  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  LEFT,  pastor  of 
the  host  church,  and  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero,  associate,  make  Mathison, 
feel  welcome  at  a  reception  held  after  the  rally.  He  is  pastor  of  Fra¬ 
zer  Memorial  UMC  in  Montgomery,  Ala. 


Nurturing  Congregations 
cherish  their  own  members 
and  reach  out  to  others 


Nurturing  Congregations  for 
1993  in  the  VISION  2000  empha¬ 
sis,  discovered  different  ways  to 
have  a  more  nurturing  church. 

St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles,  where  Rev.  Jim  Hum¬ 
phreys  is  senior  pastor  was  one  of 
those  churches.  Dea  O’Rourke,  edu¬ 
cation  chair,  said,  “We  have  a  large 
congregation,  nearly  1,000  people. 
We  admitted  that  we  didn’t  know 
each  other,  so  we  initiated  a  plan  to 
get  to  know  each  other.” 

Meet  somebody 

During  worship  services  mem¬ 
bers  are  encouraged  to  leave  their 
pews,  find  somebody  they  do  not 
know  and  talk  to  the  person  briefly. 
The  minister  leaves  the  pulpit  and 
does  likewise.  “We  also  use  name 
tags,”  O’Rourke  continued, ’’big, 
bold,  easy-to-read,  laminated  ones. 
First  we  asked  members  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  to  wear  them, 
then  we  added  the  Sunday  school 
class  members  and  then  the  others." 

After  church,  people  were  asked 
to  leave  the  name  tags  in  their  cars 
so  they’d  have  them  at  church  next 
time. 

“We  also  elevated  the  status  of 
Sunday  school  teachers.  We  had  a 
dedication  and  prayer  service  and 
now  we  recognize  them  quarterly  in 
front  of  the  congregation.  Each 
teacher  has  a  prayer  partner  who 
prays  for  that  teacher  each  week.” 

St.  Luke-Simpson  now  has  a  chil¬ 
dren's  church  director,  Susan  Fron- 
dorf,  who  coordinates  it  and 
provides  resources. 

The  church  plans  to  expand  the 
program  to  emphasize  curriculum. 

College  Avenue  UMC  in  Alexan¬ 
dria,  where  Rev.  James  B.  Moore  is 
pastor,  desires  to  strengthen  Bibli¬ 
cal  literacy  and  spirituality  among 
the  youth  and  adults. 


Confirmation 

The  church  began  confirmation 
classes,  and  a  new  adult  Sunday 
school  class.  They  plan  to  develop 
UMYF  and  a  Bible  study  for 
youths. 

The  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry  is  pastor 
of  First  UMC  in  Winnfield,  a  con¬ 
gregation  that  vowed  to  develop  a 
vital  Christian  education  ministry 
for  the  entire  church  and  to  provide 
some  special  services.  They  wanted 
to  have  more  intergenerational 
events. 

Members  developed  a  Latch  Key 
program  they  called  Kid’s  World,  a 
Parents  in  Education  program. 
There  is  tutoring  at  the  church  after 
school  for  elementary  and  middle 
school  students.  The  expanded 
Scouting  program  is  conducted  at 
the  church. 

Ministry  to  elderly 

Youths  of  the  church  conduct  ser¬ 
vices  at  both  nursing  homes  in 
Winnfield  each  month. 

Members  held  luncheons,  ban¬ 
quets  and  dedicated  a  playground. 
Also  making  the  church  more 
friendly  are  greeting  programs  and 
visitor  signs. 

Volunteers  are  spotlighted  in  the 
newsletter  and  teachers  and  other 
volunteers  are  recognized  at  appre¬ 
ciation  receptions  and  luncheons. 

First  UMC,  Mansfield,  where 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries  is  pas¬ 
tor,  increased  the  Disciple  Bible 
groups  from  one  to  two,  added  an 
adult  class  to  the  summer  Vacation 
Bible  School,  to  hold  a  Spiritual  Re¬ 
newal  Week  that  included  Bible  in¬ 
struction  for  children.  “Attendance 
was  fantastic,  “  Mary  Jo  Babcock 
reports. 

Directing  the  VISION  2000  nur¬ 
turing  emphasis  is  Sally  Turner,  Jan 
Humphries  and  Judy  Jones. 


northern  part  of  Louisiana. 

The  training  workshops  are  to  be 
from  9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

Vision  for  future 

As  the  church  nears  the  turn  of 
the  century,  it  is  hoped  that  local 
congregations  will  get  visions  of 
ways  they  can  expand  and  improve 
ministry  and  make  the  church  rele¬ 
vant  for  the  changing  times. 

Congregations  across  the  state  are 
setting  goals  and  reorganizing  pro¬ 
grams  to  make  them  more  nurtur¬ 
ing  churches. 

Nurturing  congregations  encour¬ 
age  study  and  teaching,  in  Sunday 
school  and  in  other  areas  of  church 
life. 

Smith  will  be  among  leaders  to 
give  insight  into  ways  to  accomplish 
nurturing  goals.  She  was  formerly  a 
program  director  and  Christian 
educator.  A  native  of  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  she  graduated  from  Vander¬ 
bilt  University.  She  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  a  district  superintendent. 


have  served  in  the  Virginia  Confer¬ 
ence  for  38  years. 

The  Smiths  have  two  grown  chil¬ 
dren  and  four  grandchildren. 

Christian  education 

In  the  past  five  years  she  has  led 
over  200  workshops  and  seminars 
for  churches  of  various  denomina¬ 
tions  seeking  to  promote  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  Christian  education  and 
stressing  the  importance  of  Sunday 
school.  She  has  led  national  work¬ 
shops  including  Focus,  national 
UMC  Conference  on  Ministries 
with  Children. 

Task  Force  chair  is  Linda  Fox  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  Carolyn  Dove  is 
Conference  staff  representative. 
Other  members  of  the  Nurturing 
Task  Force  are  Anna  Jackson  and 
Dr.  David  Otto  of  Shreveport,  Rev. 
Ann  Sutton  of  New  Iberia,  Sue  Kel¬ 
ly  of  Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  Tim  Smith 
of  New  Orleans  and  Rev.  Carl 
Rhodes,  North  Shore  District  Su¬ 
perintendent. 


Peace,  Joy  and  Love! 
We  celebrate  The  Noel 


VISN/ACTS  Network,  hence¬ 
forth  to  be  known  as  The  Faith  and 
Values  Channel  will  feature  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  Christmas  and  Hanukkah 
programs  during  December  and  on 
New  Year’s  Day. 

Spanish  opera  star  Jose  Carreras 
will  spend  a  traditional  Christmas 
Eve  in  snow-covered  Salzburg. 
From  there,  he  will  explain  Christ¬ 
mas  customs  and  sing  many  popu¬ 
lar  carols  including  “Silent  Night” 
at  1  l.m.  on  Dec.  21,8  p.m.  on  Dec. 
24,  and  2  p.m.  on  Christmas  Day. 

“A  Precious  Moments  Christmas” 
program  promises  to  entertain  and  in¬ 
spire  the  whole  family  on  Dec.  20  at 
10  a.m.  Times  vary,  consult  local 
schedules  for  the  cable  station. 

*  *  * 

Children  of 
Oak  Park 
UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  where 
Rev.  Mickey  D. 

Stringfield  is 
pastor,  spread 
Christmas 
cheer  as  they  went  caroling  and  de¬ 
livered  Christmas  baskets  to  per¬ 
sons  confined  to  their  homes.  The 
children  later  gathered  at  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  for  refreshments. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Grayson  B.  Watson  said, 
“One  of  the  wonderful  traditions  of 
Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  is  the  annu¬ 


al  Giving  Factory.  This  event  in¬ 
volves  hundreds  of  members  and 
friends,  and  lies  at  the  heart  of  this 
congregation’s  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tion  and  service  on  behalf  of  oth¬ 
ers.”  Food  and  contributions  are 
brought  to  church  during  the  Ad¬ 
vent  season.  Parents  are  encouraged 
to  let  children  select  and  deposit 
items  in  boxes. 

»  *  * 

United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
UMC,  Houma,  where  Rev.  Alan  Dee 
Einsel  is  pastor,  are  leading  the 
church  in  a  Shoes  for  the  Needy  drive. 

*  *  * 

At  Blackwater  UMC  where  Rev. 
Kirby  A.  Vining  is  senior  pastor,  the 
Totsie  Watts  Circle  “is  happy  to 
provide  a  ride  to  the  UMW  Christ¬ 
mas  celebration  for  anyone  who 
may  not  wish  to  drive  at  night." 
Donna  Smith  and  Debbie  Washer 
will  make  arrangements  for  this 
thoughtful  and  inclusive  service  to 
senior  adults  and  others. 

*  *  * 

The  Children's  Ministry  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
where  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples  is 
senior  pastor,  is  collecting  new  and 
used  toys  for  the  children  of  Hen¬ 
drix  Elementary  School.  Holiday 
Helpers,  is  an  annual  service  project 
of  the  youth  of  the  church  who  pro¬ 
vide  babysitting,  games  and  safe, 
structured  care  on  the  afternoons  of 
Dec.  1 1  and  1 8  at  the  church. 


Some  of  the  35  members  of  Bethany  UMC  in  Greenwood  stand  on 
their  new  parking  lot.  The  lot  is  just  one  of  the  improvements  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year.  Members  have  put  in  central  air  and  heat,  in¬ 
stalled  a  new  roof  and  new  carpeting  throughout  the  church.  Rev. 
Steven  R.  Kelly  said  the  improvements  are  the  first  steps  toward  be¬ 
coming  an  Inviting  Congregation.  Pictured  above  is  Bethany  UMC. 


Faith  forum 
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Telescope's  repair  points  to  another  Star 


Astronauts'  recent  repairs  of  the  Hubble 
space  telescope,  similar  to  this  work 
during  an  earlier  Space  Shuttle  mission, 
serve  as  a  metaphor  for  sharpening  our 
focus  on  the  meaning  of  this  holy  season 
(see  editorial  at  right). 


A  telescope  being  repaired  in  space  may  be 
an  unlikely  spiritual  metaphor. 

It  is  an  image  worth  pondering,  however, 
particularly  during  the  season  when  Chris¬ 
tians  focus  on  and  follow — figuratively,  at 
least — a  star  to  Bethlehem. 

Quite  literally,  of  course,  the  recent  repair 
of  the  Hubble  Space  Telescope  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  accomplishments  of  the 
space  age. 

During  a  four-day  period,  astronauts  fixed 
the  crippled  instrument  by  replacing  faulty 
components  as  large  as  refrigerators  and 
grand  pianos. 

No  one,  however,  so  far  as  we  know,  has 
pointed  out  how  the  space  repair’s  aim  was  a 
modern-day  extension  of  an  age-old  hope:  To 
peer  deeply  into  the  heavens,  perhaps  to  the 
very  edges  of  the  universe — even,  as  ancient 
legend  would  have  it,  into  the  eyes  of  God. 

We  say  to  daring  astronauts,  exotic  space 
scientists,  ordinary  stargazers  and  seekers 
from  all  walks  of  life:  “Go  for  it.” 

Fix  your  telescopes.  Sharpen  your  focus. 
Peer  as  deeply  into  the  heavens  as  your  sight 
and  your  insight  will  allow. 

No  doubt  the  world  could  stand  to  have  its 
vision  improved  and  expanded.  Wherever 
one  looks  these  days,  things  seem  out  of  fo¬ 
cus,  sometimes  dangerously  so. 

Does  anyone  see  with  convincing  clarity  a 
way  to  deal  with  some  of  society’s  most 
pressing  problems  such  as  violent  crime, 
homelessness,  inequitable  health  care,  drug 


Editorial 


abuse,  teen  pregnancy?  The  list  goes  on. 

One  might  wish  for  a  Human  Hubble,  a 
powerful  telescope  that,  turned  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  could  do  what’s  hoped  of  the  Space 
Hubble,  namely  to  expose  for  observation 
and  study  the  nature  and  origin  of  matters 
that  perplex  us.  If  only  we  could  get  to  the 
bottom  of  it  all . . . 

Seeing  to  the  bottom  of  it  all,  of  course,  is 
part  of  what  the  birth  of  Jesus  is  about  and 
why  Christians  justly  make  a  big  deal  of 
Christmas 

When  Word  became  flesh,  human  life  was 
revealed  for  what  it  is:  A  trust  so  sacred  that 
God  chose  to  become  part  of  it  and  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  its  joys  and  its  sufferings. 

We  believe  that  much  of  the  world’s  vision 
problem  could  be  improved  if  the  Incarna¬ 
tion’s  truth  were  clearly  proclaimed  and 
practiced,  beginning  right  where  we  live. 

Who  among  us  would  not  see  our  families, 
our  friends,  our  enemies,  and  ourselves  with 
.  redemptive  vision  if  we  truly  believed  that,  as 
we  look  into  each  other’s  eyes,  we  also  peer — 
dare  we  say  it — into  the  eyes  of  God? 

Whether  it  is  wise  men  following  a  Star  or 
bright  men  and  women,  focusing  a  telescope 
toward  the  stars,  we’re  reminded  of  the  same 
vision-changing  reality: 

Christmas  is  a  way  of  seeing. 


Which  'family'  are  we — sharing  or  selfish? 


By  LARRY  CASTILLO-WILSON 

Side  by  side  lived  two  families. 

A  great  effort  was  made  by  the 
parents  in  one  family  to  instill  with¬ 
in  the  family  an  uncommon  sense 
of  sharing  and  responsibility  for 
each  other. 

When  a  family  member  had  a 
genuine  need,  an  auto  to  drive  to 
work,  college  tuition,  prom  dress, 
musical  instrument,  or  special  trip, 
each  member  sacrificed  and  con¬ 
tributed  from  salary,  savings,  or  al¬ 
lowance,  according  to  capacity,  to 
meet  the  need. 

Consequently,  each  recipient  was 
intent  on  making  sure  the  shared 
money  was  used  wisely  and  appro¬ 
priately.  Each  shared  gift  was  given 
with  good  conscience,  without  com¬ 
plaint — for  they  knew  they  could 
trust  one  another. 

Amid  good  times,  amid  bad 
times,  a  generous  and  trusting  spirit 
continued  to  nourish  the  family’s 
bonds  of  affection. 

The  entire  family  prospered  to¬ 
gether,  each  member  developing  his 
or  her  own  unique  abilities,  each 
making  a  special  contribution  to  so¬ 
ciety.  Far  and  wide,  the  family  was 
admired;  and  they  blessed  the  world 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Larry 
Castillo-Wilson  is 
pastor  of  Grace 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  El  Paso , 
Texas  (New  Mexico 
Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


in  which  they  lived. 

The  other  family  was  different. 
Even  though  the  parents  spoke  of 
sharing,  actions  were  selfish.  Each 


family  member  with  grand  obses¬ 
sion  furiously  pursued  individual 
desires  and  wants  with  scant  regard 
for  the  needs  of  others. 

They  neither  asked  for,  nor  of¬ 
fered,  each  other  help;  the  scars  of 
past  pain  told  them  that  other  fam¬ 
ily  members  were  not  to  be  trusted. 

The  son  went  off  to  college  but 
the  parents  had  to  have  a  new  car; 
they  could  not  help  with  the  tuition; 
the  son  eventually  dropped  out.  He 
began  to  experiment  with  drugs. 

The  daughter  married  but  had 
learned  neither  to  share  nor  to  be 
loyal;  the  marriage  collapsed.  In 


tears,  she  returned  home  seeking 
comfort. 

As  she  sat  in  the  living  room 
looking  at  empty  stares  and  listen¬ 
ing  to  hollow  words  she  realized 
help  was  not  forthcoming:  that  this 
was  not  a  real  family.  It  never  had 
been;  it  had  been  destroyed  by  a 
spirit  of  selfishness  and  mistrust, 
long  ago. 

With  fresh  tears,  she  shut  the 
front  door  of  the  old  house  and 
stepped  down  the  porch — never  to 
climb  the  steps  again. 

Which  family  will  The  United 
Methodist  Church  become? 


Pontius'  Puddle 


ISN'T  YEAR-END  GlVINCr  6-V.EPT? 
THE  THRILL  OP  BEATIN&  THE 
TAX  DEADLINE  APTER  lAILKiNGr 
EVERY  CENTOP  INTEREST  ON 
YOUR  tAONEy  THE  DRAIAA  OP 
HVAKINO  CHORCUES  AND  CHARITIES 
SWEAT  TUETR 
BUDGETS  UNTIL 
THE  LAST 
SECOND. 


THE  JOY  of 
HELPING  OTHERS 
8Y  REToRNiNGr 
THE  &ENER OSiTY 
GOD  HAS  SHOWN 
TO  OS  THROUGH¬ 
OUT  THE  YEAR.. 


Those  who'd  replace 
Christ  with  Sophia  ought 
not  to  use  'Christian' 


The  reticence  of  some  denomina¬ 
tions  and  many  individuals  to  em¬ 
brace  feminine  movements  is  more 
understandable  when  one  reads  such 
articles  as  the  one  on  the  “RE-imagin- 
ing”  conference  (see  UMR,  Dec.  3). 

Are  all  such  events  simply  havens 
for  lesbians  and  their  radical  femi¬ 
nist  supporters? 

For  those  who  would  replace 
Christ  with  Sophia,  let  us  suggest 
they  honestly  drop  the  name  “Chris¬ 
tian.”  Their  tiring  concern  with  rank 
and  function  and  strident  appeals  to 
abandon  scriptural  terminology  for 
the  Godhead  simply  reveals  them  to 
be  what  they  are:  A  pitiable  sect  mas¬ 
querading  as  Christians  and  doing  so 
within  our  own  ranks. 

Let  them  be  named  what  they 
are:  “Sophists” — a  class  of  teachers 
very  deceptive  in  their  reasoning. 

LeRoy  J.  Hankins 

Mattoon,  Illinois 

A  misnomer? 

Regarding  the  “RE-imagining” 
conference  (see  UMR,  Dec.  3): 

Is  “RE-imagine”  a  misnomer? 
“Retrogression”  might  have  been  a 
better  term. 

The  conference’s  goal  is  to  be 
commended,  but  all  those  resource¬ 
ful  women  should  have  been  able  to 
find  better  resources  than  returning 
to  the  book  of  Proverbs  for  termin¬ 
ology.  One  would  think  that  they 
would  have  read  Proverbs  31  with 
its  “status  of  women”  report  at  that 
time.  It  certainly  gives  no  hint  of 
emancipation. 

It  is  significant  that  a  South  Afri¬ 
can  delegate  found  the  program 
“rather  scholarly”  (actually  mean¬ 
ing  irrelevant)  and  wishing  that 
they  had  been  focused  around  im¬ 
plementation  and  action. 

Robert  W.  Schumm 

St.  Charles,  Illinois 

It's  not  so  bleak 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article 
“  ‘Lay  Preachers’  ruling  disappoints 
small  churches”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  12). 

The  situation  is  really  not  as  bleak 
as  the  headline  suggests.  For  many 
years  there  has  been  a  category  of  lay 
pastors  known  as  “local  pastors.” 

Prior  to  the  current  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline,  the  1992  issue.  Local  Pas¬ 
tors  have  been  designated  as  lay 
members.  The  1 992  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  does  not  state  that  local  pas¬ 
tors  are  lay  members.  Perhaps  this 
is  because  of  the  new  designation 
“lay  preachers,”  which  is  Paragraph 
282,  and  is  part  of  the  section  on 
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the  Editor 

the  lay  speaking  ministry. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  the 
recent  ruling  of  the  Judicial  Council 
on  “lay  preachers”  will  result  in  the 
restoration  of  the  reference  that  lo¬ 
cal  pastors  are  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference. 

Pulpits  of  smaller  churches  also 
are  being  supplied  by  lay  people  on 
a  TBS  (to  be  supplied)  basis.  The 
Judicial  Council  ruling  should  not 
affect  the  TBS  category.  It  doesn’t 
seem  that  the  ruling  should  result  in 
any  pulpits  being  unfilled. 

Mark  S.  Womack 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

We  need  evangelists 

I  was  interested  in  Cynthia  B.  As- 
tie’s  Nov.  2( 
porter  arl 
“Methodists, 

Graham  talk 
gelism.” 

We  need 
traveling  ev: 
lists  in  our 
country.  Billy  Gra-  Billy  Graham 
ham  can’t  do  it  alone. 

Most  countries  look  up  to  us.  Let 
us  be  an  example.  Let  us  show  them 
what  can  happen  if  we  love  one  an¬ 
other  and  live  a  spiritual  life. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

A  revealing  statistic 

Your  “bishops  and  their  many 
excess  winter  coats”  (nine  or  ten 
each  per  bishop  or  wife)  photograph 
and  story  is  very  informative  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  19). 

You  provided  both  a  revealing 
statistic  and  a  thought-provoking 
lesson. 

Jack  Kruppenbach 

New  Holland,  Pennsylvania 

What  others 
are  saying 

“The  Holy  Spirit  works  quietly  in 
our  lives  just  as  the  fruit  grows  on 
trees.  As  a  tree  finds  new  life  in  the 
spring,  so  we,  who  are  in  Christ, 
find  new  in  the  Spirit.” 

— Christian  author  John  M. 
Drescher,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

*  *  * 


A  small  miracle  recalls  the  beauty  of  love 


Our  free  time  should  reflect  our  faith 


As  miracles  go,  this  was  a  small 
one,  but  it  made  a  big  impression 
on  my  daughter,  Kitty. 

About  25  years  ago,  I  belonged  to 
a  weekly  crafts  group  that  was 
working  on  Christmas  decorations. 
I  tried  my  decidedly  un-craftsy 
hand  at  making  figures  of  the  Holy 
Family.  With  Styrofoam,  glue,  bits 
of  fabric,  paint  and  wire,  I  crudely 
constructed  a  large  Mary  cradling 
the  babe  in  her  arms,  Joseph  and  a 
white  and  gold  angel  standing  over 
them.  The  tallest  figure  was  about  2 
feet  high. 

For  several  Christmases,  the 
homemade  family  was  the  center- 
piece  of  the  bay  window  in  our  din¬ 
ing  room. 

Christmas  was  always  the  high¬ 
light  of  the  year  at  our  house,  where 
five  generations  of  my  family  had 
lived  and  where  my  children  were 
growing  up. 

“The  grandfather  of  the  forest” — 
a  10-foot  Scotch  pine  Christmas 
tree — dominated  the  living  room.  It 
was  piled  with  all  of  the  decorations 
three  children  had  made  over  the 
years,  outgrown  toys,  colored  lights, 
shiny  balls  and  thousands  of  icicles. 


Faithfully  yours 


At  \ 

Diane  Huie 

Balay  is  Associate 

Editor  of  the 

Reporter. 

Every  window  on  the  front  of  the 
house  was  decked  with  evergreen 
wreaths  and  red  ribbons.  The  inside 
was  trimmed  with  evergreen  gar¬ 
lands  and  small,  shiny  red  apples. 

Nature’s  decorations  seemed  much 
more  beautiful  than  my  homemade 
Holy  Family,  so,  after  a  few  years, 
the  figures  were  retired  to  the  attic. 

One  bitterly  cold  January  day,  af¬ 
ter  the  sale  of  my  family  home,  the 
Holy  Family  figures  were  sold  in  a 
garage  sale. 

Last  Christmas,  more  than  10 
years  later,  my  now-grown  daughter 
visited  our  old  hometown.  Later, 
she  telephoned  me  excitedly. 

“A  miracle  has  happened,”  she 


said. 

She  said  she  was  walking  down 
the  stairs  of  a  department  store  with 
her  stepmother  when  she  saw  “this 
beautiful  creche”  that  was  part  of 
the  store’s  Christmas  decorations. 

“My  mother  made  that,”  she  told 
her  incredulous  stepmother. 

The  store  owner  was  called. 
Where  did  he  get  the  figures?  they 
asked.  He  said  he  bought  them  at  a 
garage  sale  years  before. 

Her  stepmother  decided  on  the 
spot  that  Kitty  must  have  the  fig¬ 
ures  her  mother  made,  no  matter 
how  much  it  cost.  (So  much  for 
wicked  stepmothers!) 

But  the  store  owner  refused  to  sell 
them.  Instead,  he  gave  them  to  Kit¬ 
ty  so  they  could  “go  home”  where 
they  belong. 

“Isn’t  that  a  miracle?”  she  asked. 

But  I  was  puzzled.  “When  did 
they  get  beautiful?”  I  asked. 

“They  always  were,”  said  my 
daughter. 

And  that’s  the  real  miracle:  Love 
sees  our  clumsy,  homemade  at¬ 
tempts  at  doing  something  good — 
and  finds  them  beautiful. 

—DIANE  HU  IE  BALAY 


By  DALE  A.  SCHULTZ 

The  new  television  series  had 
been  highly  touted  by  critics.  The 
network  promoted  it  as  a  truly 
novel  piece  of  entertainment  that 
stretched  the  boundaries  of  the  hu¬ 
man  imagination.  And  the  ratings 
affirmed  that  the  show  drew  a 
large  audience. 

On  the  morning  after,  two  well- 
known  television  personalities 
were  discussing  this  media  event. 

While  one  had  rearranged  his 
schedule  so  he  wouldn’t  miss  the 
first  show,  the  other  had  chosen 
not  to  watch  it. 

She  went  on  to  say  that  she  has 
decided  not  to  watch  shows  that  do 
not  enrich  her  life;  shows  that  do  not 
help  her  to  be  a  better  person. 

This  conversation  occurred  just 
a  few  days  before  executives  of  the 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

. .  An  angel  appeared  to  him  in 
a  dream  and  said,  ‘Joseph,  son  of 
David,  do  not  be  afraid  to  take 
Mary  as  your  wife,  for  the  child 
conceived  in  her  is  from  the  Holy 
Spirit.’  ”(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


My  Witness 

The  Rev.  Dale  A. 
Schultz  is  pastor  of 
River  Oaks  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Fort  Worth, 

Texas  (Central 

Texas  Annual 
Conference). 
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major  networks  appeared  before  a 
congressional  committee  to  re¬ 
spond  to  accusations  of  excessive 
violence  and  sexual  exploitation 
on  television. 

The  committee  made  veiled 
threats  about  addressing  broadcast 
licenses;  the  executives  promised 
to  modify  television  content  be¬ 
fore  the  next  season  begins.  Isn’t 


this  a  rerun? 

1  don’t  agree  with  the  propo¬ 
nents  of  blanket  censorship,  be¬ 
cause  that  is  little  more  than 
allowing  someone  else  to  make  our 
decisions  for  us.  I  do  believe  in 
our  making  informed  choices  for 
our  lives.  For  you  and  me  as 
Christians,  how  does  our  faith  in¬ 
form  and  influence  the  ways  that 
we  spend  our  time? 

Among  the  “General  Rules”  for 
early  day  Methodists  are  John 
Wesley’s  directives  to  avoid  “The 
taking  [of]  such  diversions  as  can¬ 
not  be  used  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus”  and  “The  singing  of 
those  songs,  or  reading  those 
books,  which  do  not  tend  to  the 
knowledge  or  love  of  God.” 

How  different  might  our  lives — 
our  society  and  our  world — be  if 
we  chose  to  live  that  way? 


Nurturing 

Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant,  in  home, 
spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your  entire  congregation 
beyond  the  worship  experience. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  John  1:14) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  19 
Fourth  Week  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Luke  1:47-55 
Monday:  2  Samuel  7;  I  - 1 1 , 1 6 
Tuesday:  Luke  1:26-33 
Wednesday:  Luke  1:46-55 
Thursday:  Romans  16:25-27 
Friday  (Christmas  Eve): 

Isaiah  9:2-7 

Saturday  (Christmas  Day): 

John  1:1-14 


This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Human  Relations  Day 

SUPPORTING  MINISTRIES  OF  LOVE  AND  JUSTICE 


Direct  Action  for  Rights  and  Equality  (DARE),  a  grass-roots  community  orga¬ 
nization  in  a  low-income  area  of  Providence,  R.I.,  recruited  young  volunteers 
to  depict  their  hopes  and  realities  in  a  mural.  After  exploring  their  cultures  and 
concerns  through  study,  dialogue  and  experiences,  the  fledgling  artists  created 
a  vivid  portrayal  of  their  different  races  cooperating  to  heal  divisions  and 
repair  their  broken  world. 

The  dramatic  result  reflects  the  work  DARE  has  done  in  its  community, 
empowering  residents  to  work  together  to  improve  local  services  and  the  city’s 
response  to  their  needs.  DARE  receives  aid  from  the  Human  Relations  Day 
offering  through  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services. 

/Mjnatc 

Human  Relations  Day! 

‘To  do  justice,  to  love  kindness 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  your  God.” 

The  prophet  Micah’s  response  to 
God’s  people  seemed  so  simple — 
much  simpler  than  elaborate  burnt 
offerings,  or  the  arduous  gathering  of 
rams  and  rivers  of  oil,  or  the  sacrifice 
of  one’s  firstborn. 

Jesus  virtually  repeated  that 
response  to  all  who  asked.  “Love  the 
Lord,  your  God”  and  “Love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself’  (Matthew 
22:37  and  39),  he  told  the  Pharisees. 

“Give  your  money  to  the  poor,  and 
you  will  have  treasure  in  heaven. . .  ” 

(Matthew  19:21b),  he  challenged  the 
wealthy  would-be  disciple. 

Yet,  even  today,  what  the  Lord 
requires  is  so  difficult  for  us  to  give. 

It  is  not  a  passive  request,  but  one 
that  surely  demands  our  participation 
in  acts  of  love  and  justice.  God  gives 
us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  (2 
Corinthians  5:18)  that  calls  us  to  heal 
the  wounds  of  those  who  hurt  and 
those  who  hate,  and  to  liberate  both 
from  the  sources  of  their  pain  and 
conflict. 

Human  Relations  Day  invites  us 
to  celebrate  that  ministry,  to  signify 
our  oneness  in  Christ,  and  to  rejoice 
that  Christ  has  broken  down  the 
walls  of  hostility  (Ephesians  2: 14). 


What  does  the  Lord  require 
of  you  but  to  do  justice,  to 
love  kindness  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  your  God. 

— Micah  6:8b,  NRSV 


We  are  one  in  the  Spirit 
We  are  one  in  the  Lord 

And  we’ll  pray  that  our  unity  will  one  day  be  restored 
And  they  ’ll  know  we  are  Christians  by  our  love... 

So  sang  members  of  Edgehill  United  Methodist  Church,  Nashville,  as  they 
passed  balls  of  yam  around,  connecting  themselves  by  the  wrist  and  weaving 
themselves  into  a  multi-colored  web. 

This  popular  activity  can  be  used  to 
observe  Human  Relations  Day, 
perhaps  during  the  passing  of  the 
peace.  Or  worshippers  could  hold 
and  light  one  another  s  candles, 
symbolizing  Epiphany,  the  season 
when  Jesus '  light  was  shown  to  the 
world. 


zens  in  the  community  who 
exemplify  his  dream: 

•  inviting  representatives  of  projects 
funded  by  the  offering  to  come 
share  their  stories  and  their  appre¬ 
ciation. 

We  encourage  you  to  creatively 
celebrate  Human  Relations  Day  and 
to  support  ministries  of  love  and 
justice,  like  those  featured  in  this 
publication,  through  your  prayers 
and  gifts  to  the  churchwide  offering. 

For  more  ideas,  consult  the  Come, 
Share,  Rejoice  Guide  to  Churchwide 
Giving  or  the  Special  Sundays 
Resource  Packet  sent  to  pastors  each 
summer.  And  please  let  us  know 
how  your  church  observes  this 
Special  Sunday,  so  we  can  share 
your  good  ideas  with  others 
throughout  the  United  Methodist 
connection.  ■ 


This  tabloid  features  some  of  the  exciting  ministries  funded  by  the 
Human  Relations  Day  offering.  They  exemplify  the  purpose  of  this  Special 
Sunday  to  “call  the  church  to  recognize  the  right  of  all  God’s  children  to 
realize  their  potential  as  human  beings  in  relationship  with  each  other....” 
(The  Book  of  Discipline,  par.  272) 

Additional  copies  of  this  tabloid  and  other  Human  Relations  Day  promo¬ 
tional  materials  may  be  ordered  from  United  Methodist  Communications, 
P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0320;  telephone  (615)  742-5110. 

We  welcome  your  comments  regarding  the  contents  of  this  publication 
and  the  general  promotion  of  Human  Relations  Day.  Please  write  to  John 
W.  Coleman  Jr.,  UMCom,  Special  Sundays  Promotion  Department  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  1901,  New  York,  NY  10115;  telephone  (212)  663- 
8900;  fax  (2 12)  663-2746. 


Indeed,  numerous  United  Methodists 
observe  this  occasion  to  affirm  some¬ 
thing  special  about  our  church:  that 
we  are  a  multi-cultural  people 
working  for  a  just  and  peaceful 
society. 

St.  Andrew  United  Methodist 
Church,  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  celebrated 
Human  Relations  Day  in  1993  by 
hosting  an  interracial,  interdenomi¬ 
national  worship  service  for  area 
churches.  Religious  leaders  planned 
several  mass  activities  for  their  Unity 
Week  to  counter  the  effects  of  a  Ku 
Klux  Klan  march  and  rally. 

While  the  Klan  tries  annually  to 
honor  Pulaski  as  the  birthplace  of  its 
racist  organization,  most  residents 
are  embarrassed  by  the  infamous 
distinction.  The  church-sponsored 
celebration,  however,  drew  150 
participants  who  affirmed  their 
respect  for  cultural  diversity  and 
their  solidarity  as  children  of  God. 

Members  of  the  Community 
Survival  Center,  a  youth-led  organi¬ 
zation  in  a  depressed,  working-class 
neighborhood  of  Baltimore.  Md„ 
will  spend  the  next  Human  Relations 
Day  speaking  in  pulpits  of  the  eight- 
church  Remington-Hamden- 
Woodbury  Cooperative  Parish.  For 
four  years,  the  organization,  which 

Human  Relations  Day  dates:  January  I6,  1994,  January  15,  1995,  January  14,  1996,  or  any  date  chosen  by  your  congregation. 


receives  funds  from  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering,  has  nurtured 
a  covenant  relationship  with  the 
parish  that  includes  joint  celebra¬ 
tions,  dialogues  on  Scripture  and 
social  issues,  and  use  of  a  church 
building  for  the  center’s  community 
school  and  activities. 

United  Methodist  churches  every¬ 
where  can  observe  Human  Relations 
Day  in  special  ways  by: 

•  combining  Sunday  school  classes, 
youth  activities  and  worship 
services  with  churches  of  different 
races  and  social  backgrounds; 

•  sponsoring  interracial  dialogues, 
mission  projects  and  cultural 
events; 

•  linking  the  observance  with  a 
commemoration  of  the  mission  of 
civil  rights  leader  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  and  honoring  citi- 
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lord,  give  us  your  spirit,  your  spirit  that  is  love, 
lord,  till  us  with  your  lite,  treely  given  lor  the  world.' 


Where  Children  Ciy... 


...let  us  wipe  their  tears  away, 
and  where  children  fall  let  us 
raise  them  to  their  feet. 

A  recent  study  of  census  surveys 
found  that  one-fifth  of  all  U.S.  chil¬ 
dren  live  in  poverty.  Their  numbers 
will  likely  increase  and  one-half  of 
Black  and  Hispanic  children  in  this 
country  will  grow  up  poor  by  2010. 

Fatherless  families,  teenage  preg¬ 
nancy,  crime,  illiteracy,  AIDS  and 
inadequate  health  care — the  causes 
and  consequences  of  children  in 
poverty  seem  to  feed  on  each  other, 
challenging  us  to  find  solutions 
before  an  entire  generation  is  lost. 

Concerned  individuals, 
churches  and  community 
groups  are  forging  creative 
solutions  in  difficult  envi¬ 
ronments  with  help 
from  the 


Human  Relations  Day  offering.  | 

Community  developers  at  Jones  5 

Church  in  Washington  D.C.  and  e 

Scott  Church  in  Detroit  help  teen-  f 

agers  learn  to  fly  airplanes,  operate  j 
computers  and  prepare  for  college  i 

and  careers. 

Others,  like  Euba  Harris- Winton  i 

at  Mallalieu  Church  in  Fort  Smith,  = 
Ark.,  and  Sharon  Kirtdoll  at 
Simpson  Church  in  Steubenville,  4 

Ohio,  have  recruited  volunteer  * 

mentors  for  African-American  “ 

youths.  They  encourage  their  young 
charges  to  resist  early  pregnancy  and 
the  crime,  drugs  and  gang  activity 
rampant  in  their  streets. 

The  Human  Relations  Day 
offering  supports  ministries  that 
involve  people  who  are  committed 
to  the  future  of 
our  children,  to 
their  well-being 
and  their 
opportunities 
for  growth. 


“  Young  people  are  the  core  of  our  nation,  but  they  're  being  cheated, "  says 
Gail  Small,  director  of  Native  Action,  located  on  the  impoverished  Northern 
Cheyenne  reservation  in  Lame  Deer,  Mont.  "We’re  losing  generations  of  future 
leaders  because  so  many  don 't  finish  school,  and  those  who  do  often  leave  to 
find  jobs  elsewhere.  ” 

Native  Action  is  one  of  16  community  empowerment  organizations 
supported  by  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services.  It  tries  to  ensure  the 
survival  of  its  people  and  its  culture  by  advocating  for  quality  education  and 
economic  and  environmental  justice.  After  years  of  struggle  against  racist 
policies,  members  recently  gained  approval  for  a  high  school  and  bank  loans 
for  developing  homes  and  businesses  on  their  reservation. 


Tutoring  classes,  like  this  one  at 
Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church  s  Women ’s  Center  in 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  are  a  mainstay 
of  many  community  developer 
projects  in  African-American 
churches.  Often  they  include  anti¬ 
drug  education,  recreation,  crafts 
and  cultural  enrichment  experi¬ 
ences  for  at-risk  children  and 
youths. 


YouthWorks,  funded  by  the  Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation  Program  (YORP),  is 
a  juvenile-crime  intervention  ministry  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  churches.  It  helps 
youths  with  minor  offenses  avoid  further  trouble  by  assigning  them  to  trained, 
volunteer  mentors  who  offer  caring  guidance  and  friendship. 

“  You  won  7  see  all  the  changes  you  want  to  see  in  six  months,  ”  says  volun¬ 
teer  Jerry  Bodine,  a  housing  maintenance  supervisor.  “ But  later— one  year  or 
five  years  down  the  road — what  you  say  or  do  can  make  a  difference  in  their 
lives,  and  it’ll  be  worth  it.  ” 

YORP  funds  two  similar  intervention  projects  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
(YouthCheck)  and  San  Diego,  Calif,  (Partners). 


These  students  are  kept  in 
close  touch  with  their 
heritage  and  culture  as  they 
learn  calligraphy  at  the 
annual  Taiwanese-American 
Youth  Leadership  Training 
Conference,  co-sponsored  by 
the  East  Bay  Formosan 
United  Methodist  Church. 
Walnut  Creek,  Calif  East  Bay 
community  developer  Shiou 
Yu  helps  organize  this  confer¬ 
ence' in  addition  to  cultural 
exchange  visits,  demonstra¬ 
tions  to  support  human  rights 
in  China  and  local  efforts  to 
develop  businesses  and  jobs 
for  recent  immigrants. 


Adrian  (Mich.)  College  students  (seated,  from  left)  Jermaine  Ford,  Gloria  Liddell. 
Cecilee  Mitchell  and  Jammard  Page  are  congratulated  for  their  success  at  Scott 
Church,  Detroit.  All  are  members  of  ASPIRES,  a  college-preparatory  program  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  church,  the  college  and  a  Detroit  high  school.  The  four  are  now 
mentors  to  other  high  school  students. 

With  the  help  of  community  developer  Ruby  Washington,  the  4-year-old 
program  has  nurtured  the  dreams  and  self-confidence  of  more  than  100  at-risk 
students  through  tutoring,  mentoring,  motivational  counseling,  personal  growth 
experiences  and  financial  aid  opportunities. 
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Where  There  is  Pain... 


Durham,  N.C.;  and  Chinese  Staff 
and  Workers  Association,  New  York 
are  just  some  of  the  UMVS  groups 
educating  and  organizing  laborers  to 
push  for  improvements  in  garment¬ 
making  sweatshops,  restaurants, 
electronic  parts  factories,  poultry¬ 
packing  plants  and  other  work  sites. 

Human  Relations  Day  ministries 
also  are  bringing  hope  and  healing  to 
the  victims  of  drug  abuse,  AIDS, 
homelessness  and  poor  housing 
conditions. 

Community  developers  at 
Theressa  Hoover  Church,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  and  A.P.  Shaw  Church, 
Washington,  D.C.,  work  with 
church-sponsored  drug-addition 
treatment  programs,  that  offer  a  spir¬ 
itual  foundation  for  recovery. 

Meanwhile,  Emely  Gordin,  a 
developer  at  Primera  Iglesia  (First 
Church)  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  Mattie 
Coleman,  at  the  Holmes  County, 
Miss.,  Cooperative  Parish,  cooperate 
with  Habitat  for  Humanity  volun¬ 
teers  and  other  groups  to  build  low- 
cost  housing.  They  are  helping  resi¬ 
dents  of  their  barrio  and  rural  Black 
communities  fulfill  dreams  of  home 
ownership.  A  new  developer  project 
at  Bluff  Road  Church,  Columbia, 
S.C.,  also  is  trying  to  increase  low- 
and  moderate-income  housing  and 
improve  municipal  services  there. 

In  Harlem,  N.Y..  UMVS- 
supported  Action  for  Community 
Empowerment  organizes  long- 
suffering  tenants  to  gain  repairs  on 
dilapidated,  city-owned  apartments. 
And  the  Coalition  for  Economic 
Survival  is  helping  low-income  Los 
Angeles  tenants  work  together  to 
buy  the  buildings  in  which  they  live 
and  take  responsibility  for 
improving  maintenance  and  security. 

Undergirding  these  ministries  and 
many  others  is  the  love  and  commit¬ 
ment  of  persons  who  care  for  the 
suffering.  Like  Jesus,  they  not  only 
comfort  but  challenge  the  people 
they  serve  to  improve 
the  quality  of  their 
lives  and  their 
communities.  Your 
gifts  on  Human 
Relations  Day  help 
make  their  efforts 
possible.  ■ 


...lei  us  be  your  healing  hands 

and  where  there  is  grief  let  us 
comfort  with  your  love 

Ministries  funded  by  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering  impart 
healing  and  comfort  to  many  victims 
of  disease,  neglect  and  injustice. 
Indeed  those  victims  are  taught  to 
become  agents  of  their  own  healing 
and  catalysts  for  systemic  change. 

For  decades,  industries  and  mili¬ 
tary  bases  have  poured  toxic  wastes 
and  pesticides  into  low-income, 
racial-ethnic  minority  communities 
with  terrible  consequences:  high 
rates  of  cancer,  lung  disease,  birth 
defects  and  other  afflictions  among 
children  and  adults.  Finally,  resi¬ 
dents  of  those  communities  are 
exposing  and  calling  for  an  end  to 
such  deadly  pollution. 

Aided  by  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Services  (UMVS),  the 
Southwest  Organizing  Project, 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  has  been  a 
leader  in  giving  voice  to  the  power¬ 
less  and  mobilizing  residents  to 
defend  their  land,  air  and  water  from 
deadly  chemicals.  Its  efforts  began 
in  1981  with  a  community  needs 
survey  involving  El  Buen 
Samaratano  Church.  Since  then, 
members  have  registered  30,000 
new  voters,  sponsored  public  hear¬ 
ings  to  receive  testimony  from  pollu¬ 
tion  victims,  and  lobbied  success¬ 
fully  for  policy  changes  and  more 
accountability  among  area  indus¬ 
tries,  a  local  U.S.  Air  Force  base  and 
government  officials. 

Toxic  poisoning  is  only  one  of  the 
injustices  suffered  by  thousands  of 
low-paid  workers,  many  of  whom 
are  recent  immigrants  and,  thus, 
easily-exploited.  La  Mujer  Obrera 
(The  Working  Woman),  El  Paso, 
Texas;  Asian  Immigrant  Women 
Advocates,  Oakland,  Calif.; 
Southerners  for  Economic  Justice. 


A  member  of  Oakland,  Calif. -based  Asian  Immigrant  Women  Advocates  (AIWA ) 
marches  to  support  low-paid,  immigrant  garment  workers  who  did  not  receive  their 
earned  wages  from  the  Jessica  McClintock  dress  company.  AIWA  is  one  of  several 
UMVS-supported  groups  that  organize  workers  of  all  races,  in  various  industries  to 
campaign— often  at  great  risk— for  fair-employment  policies  and  practices.  These 
workers  generally  are  not  represented  by  mainstream  labor  unions,  and  they  work 
long  hours  for  below-minimum  wages. 


“While  I  was  growing  up,  I  saw  my  father  help  people  on 
the  streets  who  were  hurting,  and  now  I  find  myself  giving 
the  same  kind  of  help,  but  not  as  a  minister.  ” 

— Gary  Long 


Community  developer  Gary  Long  (second  from  left,  with  Hubert  Reina,  Keith 
Dick  and  Little  Wolf)  inherited  his  ministry  at  Garfield  Native  American 
Church,  Phoenix,  from  his  father,  the  Rev.  Harry  Long. 

Working  with  current  Garfield  pastor  the  Rev.  Tweedy  Sombrero,  Gary,  a 
Muscogee  originally  from  Oklahoma,  runs  an  emergency  homeless  shelter  and 
ceremonial  sweat  lodges  at  the  church.  He  also  helps  persons  find  housing, 
treatment  for  substance  abuse  and  educational  opportunities.  And  he  meets 
regularly  with  other  Native  American  ministers  to  discuss  concerns  of  the 
community. 


“This  program 
was  a  gift  from 
God.  It  saved  my 
life  and  my 
family,  and  it’s 
done  that  for  a 
lot  of  us.” 

— Pauline 
Ellison 

The  Rev.  William 
Robinson,  pastor  of 
Hoover  United 
Methodist  Church, 


Little  Rock,  Art,  chats  with  Maria  Jones  (left)  and  Pauline  Ellison,  both  alumnae 
of  Hoover  Is  “Saving  Station, "  a  modest  home  where  women  recovering  from  drug 
abuse  receive  residential  treatment  and  support.  The  two  women,  among  the  first 
graduates  of  the  4-year-old  program,  still  attend  crowded,  weekly  Cocaine 
Anonymous  meetings  at  the  church,  where  profound,  uplifting  testimonies  of  hope, 
transformation  and  gratitude  resonate  among  participants. 

Through  its  Community  Developer  program.  Hoover  also  operates  the  New  Life 
shelter  for  homeless  men,  anti- gang  activities  for  youths,  and  education,  shelter 
and  support  for  AIDS  victims 


“1  learned  that 
you  have  to  get 
together.  That 
way,  anything 
can  be  done.” 

— Lucy 
Fonseca 

People  United  for  a 
Better  Oakland 
(PUEBLO),  a  UMVS- 
supported  organization 
reflective  of  its  multi-racial  Oakland,  Calif,  communin'.  Ims  won  remarkable 
victories  since  its  birth  in  1989.  Among  them:  free  measles  vaccinations  for 
low-income  families  like  the  one  pictured  here  and  a  “ Get  the  Lead  Out " 
campaign  that  forced  the  city  to  attack  lead  poisoning  among  low-income  resi¬ 
dents.  PUEBLO  was  the  first  grass  roots  organization  in  the  country  to  win 
passage  of  a  local  lead-abatement  law,  which  included  lead  removal,  commu¬ 
nity  education  and  free  testing  of  children  for  lead  poisoning. 

“I  got  involved  in  the  PUEBLO  campaign  because  I  realized  that  my 
daughters  might  be  affected,  ”  said  member  Lucy  Fonseca.  Overcoming  initial 
fears,  she  started  knocking  on  doors  to  do  community  service,  attended  house 
meetings,  did  research  and  participated  in  non-violent  protests  to  gain  results. 


Where  People  Hate... 


...let  us  dwell  among  them  in  love 

And  where  people  fight  let  us  bind 
their  deepest  wounds 

‘There  is  little  hope  for  us,”  said 
the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  “until 
we  become  tough-minded  enough  to 
break  loose  from  the  shackles  of  prej¬ 
udice.  half-truths  and  down-right 
ignorance.” 

A  number  of  churches  and 
communities  across  the  nation  are 
grappling  with  that  undeniable  truth, 
many  of  them  forced  to  by  racial  inci¬ 
dents  similar  to  the  police  beating  of 
Rodney  King  and  the  Los  Angeles 
uprising.  Some  of  those  efforts, 
fittingly,  are  supported  by  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering. 

The  1991  disclosure  of  racist  acts 
among  Alameda,  Calif.,  police  offi¬ 
cers  led  to  protests,  resignations  and 
the  hiring  of  more  ethnic  minority 
officers.  But  it  also  opened  the  city’s 
eyes  to  widespread  bigotry  and 
discrimination,  motivating  residents  to 
explore  the  problem  and  possible 
solutions. 

Buena  Vista  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  predominately  Japanese- 
American  congregation,  joined  the 
city-wide  quest  to  improve  multi¬ 
cultural  relations.  In  1992,  church 
member  and  former  union  organizer 
Roy  Mita  became  a  community 
developer  for  the  95-year-old  congre¬ 
gation.  He  began  working  with  inter¬ 
racial  coalitions,  challenged  the  school 
board  to  hire  more  Asian-American 
teachers  and  administrators,  and 
attended  meetings  to  help  determine 
the  economic  impact  and  response  to 
the  closing  of  the  local  U.S.  naval  air 
base. 

“Asians  here  had  no  voice  in  city 
politics  and  no  say  on  school  board 
matters,”  said  Mita.  “We  lacked  confi¬ 
dence,  and  our  church  members  felt 
they  couldn’t  impact  the  system,  so 
why  try?’ 


More  than  half  of  Buena  Vista’s 
members  are  over  70,  and  many  were 
victims  of  the  U.S.  internment  of 
Japanese-Americans  during  World 
War  n.  The  church's  Sansei  Legacy 
Project  is  helping  survivors  and  their 
sansei  (third-generation  offspring) 
share  information  and  repressed 
emotions  from  that  ordeal  to  undo  the 
damaging  “legacy  of  silence." 

Meanwhile,  the  church  has  co¬ 
sponsored  a  workshop  on  violence 
against  Asian-Americans,  and  the  Rev. 
Michael  Yoshii,  pastor,  recently  helped 
organize  a  city-wide  forum  on 
economics  and  cultural  diversity.  For 
perhaps  the  first  time.  Alamedans  are 
learning  about  one  another  and  sharing 
experiences,  hopes  and  insights  about 
their  increasingly  diverse  community. 

They’re  also  learning  to  share 
power  and  responsibility. 

"We’re  learning  about  Alameda, 
its  infra-structure  and  how  we  can 
begin  to  change  it 
and  get  more 
people  involved,” 
said  Yoshii.  “Our 
older  generation 
knew  their  place 
and  felt  they 
could  control 
only  what  was 
their’s,  like  their 
church. 

“My  dream,” 

he  added,  “is  that  our  church,  in  the 
future,  becomes  not  such  an  insular 
refuge,  but  moves  out  into  mission 
throughout  the  community.  That’s 
why  Roy’s  work  and  the  Community 
Developers  program  are  so  impor¬ 
tant." 

T  was  surprised  to  learn  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was  so 
involved  in  helping  people  make 
social  change,”  said  Mita,  a  longtime 
critic  of  churches.  “But  I  can  already 
see  my  work  bringing  people 
together.  They’re  realizing  they  can 


Guillermo  Chavez  (rear), 
community  developer  at 
Calvary/Casa  del  Pueblo 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Washington  D.C.,  poses  with 
members  of  Centro  Amistad, 
the  church 's  older  adult 
group,  and  the  Rev.  Cristian 
de  la  Rosa  pastor  ( left). 


Jim  Porter  (right)  has  been  a  community  developer  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  for  25 
years.  Using  picket  lines  and  negotiations,  he  has  worked  with  civic  leaders  to 
gain  civil  rights  and  equal  opportunities  for  African  Americas  in  a  city  once 
considered  among  the  most  racially  polarized  in  the  nation. 

Porter’s  ability  to  attract  interracial  support  for  his  efforts  has  reaped  many 
successes,  most  notably:  KBBG,  the  city's  only  Black-owned  radio  station, 
which  he  co-founded  in  1978 ;  and  Jubilee  Church,  Waterloo’s  first  predomi¬ 
nately  Black  United  Methodist  congregation — and  only  the  second  in  Iowa — 
which  Porter  helped  organize  in  1993. 

Pictured  here  with  Porter,  the  Revs.  Thomas  (left)  and  Andrea  Bishop, 
married  co-pastors  of  the  fast-growing  church,  depend  on  KBBG  to  reach 
potential  members.  They  air  daily  devotions  and  weekly  worship  services  and 
announcements  on  the  station. 


make  a  difference.” 

Calvary/Casa  del  Pueblo  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  merger  of  Black 
and  Hispanic  congregations,  also 
brings  people  together  in  one  of 
Washington  D.C.’s  most  culturally 
diverse  areas.  The  small  combined 
church  and  community  center  offers 
bilingual  worship,  English-literacy 
classes,  day  care  for  children,  cultural 
programs  and  other  ministries  to  a 
largely  immigrant  population.  That 
population  comprises  mostly  refugees 
from  civil  strife  in  Central  America 


“I  can  already  see  my 
work  bringing  people 
together.  They’re 
realizing  they  can  make 

a  difference.  ” 

— Roy  Mita 
Community  Developer 


but  it  also  includes  sojourners  from 
I  Africa,  Asia  and  the  Middle  East. 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez,  Casa 
del  Pueblo’s  community  developer, 
supervises  Centro  Amistad,  a  close- 
knit  group  of  older  Hispanic  women 
who  gather  for  fellowship,  recreation 
and  learning  activities.  One  such 
activity,  a  nutrition  workshop  inspired 
the  women  to  establish  a  food  co¬ 
operative  to  counter  the  high  costs  in 
grocery  stores. 

Like  Alameda  this  community 
has  suffered  from  racial  tensions  and 
police  incidents,  in  addition  to  the 
scourges  of  drug  abuse  and  violence 
that  have  overtaken  the  city. 
Moreover,  said  Chavez,  many  of  the 
j  refugees  and  immigrants  are  fearful 
j  and  isolated  from  their  neighbors. 

“This  community  has  an  incred¬ 
ible  variety  of  people  with  profound 
needs,”  said  Chavez.  “Our  church  is 
trying  to  give  strength  and  support  to 
so  many,  while  empowering  them  to 
do  for  themselves  and  to  develop  soli¬ 
darity  with  one  another. 

Aided  by  the  Human  Relations 
Day  offering,  community  developers 
like  Roy  Mita  and  Guillermo  Chavez 
build  bridges  of  cooperation  between 
racial-ethnic  minority  churches  and 
their  communities.  But  their  larger 
mission  is  to  help  those  communities 
break  loose  from  the  shackles  of 
ignorance  and  hatred  that  imprison 
and  rob  us  of  our  potential  as  a  multi¬ 
cultural  society.  That  mission  is 
perhaps  our  best  hope  for  survival 
and  for  the  fulfillment  of  God’s  will 
for  God’s  people.  ■ 


Human 
Relations  Day 

Your  offering  supports  more  than 
60  ministries  through  three  church- 
wide  programs: 

Community  Developers,  funded  by 
57  percent  of  the  offering,  strengthen 
the  outreach  ministry  of  racial-ethnic 
minority  churches  in  low-income 
areas.  About  30  developers,  recruited 
by  the  churches,  work  with  residents 
to  develop  leadership,  address  local 
concerns,  and  create  educational 
programs  and  self-help  opportunities. 

For  more  information,  contact  Ms. 
Ruth  M.  Lawson,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  333,  New  York,  NY 
10115;  telephone  (212)  870-3821. 

United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Services  (TJMVS),  funded  by  33 
percent  of  the  offering,  supports  more 
than  a  dozen  community  organiza¬ 
tions  around  the  nation.  They  work  to 
bring  about  racial  and  economic 
justice  in  housing,  employment, 
education,  the  environment  and  other 
areas.  These  grassroots  volunteer 
organizations,  many  of  which  involve 
local  churches  in  their  efforts,  come 
together  regularly  under  the  aegis  of 
UMVS  to  share  ideas  and  support  for 
one  another. 

For  more  information  contact  the 
Rev.  Robert  Walton.  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  383,  New  York,  NY 
10115;  telephone  (212)  870-3825. 

The  Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation 
Program,  which  receives  10  percent  of 
the  offering,  helps  congregations 
reach  out  to  juvenile  offenders. 
Churches  enlist  volunteers  to  befriend, 
encourage  and  support  teen-agers  in 
trouble  as  they  turn  their  lives  around, 
make  restitution  for  their  crimes  and 
avoid  further  problems  with  the  law. 

For  more  information,  contact  Ms. 
Jane  Hull  Harvey,  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  100  Maryland 
Ave.  N.E.,  Washington,  DC  20002- 
5664;  telephone  (202)  488-5654.  ■ 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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BISHOP'S  HOUSE  TARGETED:  Mi 

litary  guardsmen  in  civilian  clothing  have  re¬ 
portedly  ransacked  the 
conference  headquarters 
and  the  home  of  the  bish¬ 
op  of  United  Methodists  in 
Burundi.  The  Rev.  Julius 
Jefferson,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Africa 
staff  executive  in  New 
York,  told  the  Reporter 
Alfred  Ndoricimpa  that  guardsmen  stole  all 


United  Methodist  office  equipment  in  the 
town  of  Gitega,  including  the  computer  con¬ 
taining  conference  records.  “They  also  took 
everything  from  the  bishop’s  house — even  the 
commodes,”  said  Mr.  Jefferson.  Bishop  J.  Al¬ 
fred  Ndoricimpa  has  not  returned  to  his  coun¬ 
try  since  the  coup  and  will  be  spending 
Christmas  in  the  United  States.  The  Central 
African  country  fell  into  turmoil  following  the 
assassination  of  president  Melchoir  Ndadaye 


ENVIRONMENTAL  JUSTICE:  a  doc¬ 
ument  that  describes  struggles  of  people  who 
have  been  poisoned  in  their  workplace  or  com¬ 
munity  was  recently  issued  by  the  Southwest 
Organizing  Project  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  "In- 
terfaith  Hearings  on  Toxics  in  Communities  of 
Color”  summarizes  testimonies  of  20  people  of 
color  from  throughout  New  Mexico  and  from 
Ciudad  Juarez,  Mexico.  Among  people  gather¬ 
ing  the  testimonies  was  Jane  Howard,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Albuquerque  and  an  officer  in  the  New  Mexi¬ 
co  conference  United  Methodist  Women. 


REFUGEE  MINISTRY:  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  received  a 
request  from  the  Methodist  Church  in  Italy  to 
assist  with  emergency  response  to  gypsy  refu¬ 
gees  from  Bosnia.  Church  leaders  report  that 
these  people  are  among  the  poorest  and  have 
been  living  in  caravans  without  light  and  heat. 
Gifts  can  be  made  to  Advance  No.  982450-8 
for  International  Disasters. 


'BAR-HOPPING':  For  the  fifth  year, 
members  of  West  Hollywood’s  Crescent 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  plan  to 
spend  Christmas  eve  “bar-hopping,”  inviting 
patrons  to  their  church’s  midnight  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  “This  is  a  crazy  town  where  the  church 
has  to  be  crazy,  too!”  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Grif¬ 
fith,  Crescent  Heights  pastor.  He  plans  to  print 
“complimentary  tickets”  and  give  them  to  peo¬ 
ple  alone  in  bars  and  restaurants. 


'FULL  COMMUNION'  STUDIED:  a 

grass-roots  study  of  what  “full  communion” 
might  mean  for  congregations  in  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  Reformed  Church  of 
America,  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
America  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
is  getting  under  way,  says  the  Rev.  Eugene  G. 
Turner,  the  Presbyterian  church’s  associate 
stated  clerk.  Mr.  Turner,  who  serves  as  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  director  of  ecumenical  and  agen¬ 
cy  relationships,  said  the  four  denominations 
are  to  vote  formally  on  “full  communion”  in 
1997.  If  approved,  clergy  within  the  four  de¬ 
nominations  would  be  able  to  cross  boundaries 
in  the  call  process  and  offer  sacraments  within 
each.  Communion  tables  would  also  be  open 
cross-denominationally. 


AIDS  PREVENTION  COURSE:  The 

United  Church  of  Christ  has  released  “Affirm¬ 
ing  Persons — Saving  Lives,”  a  1,000-page  cur¬ 
riculum  on  AIDS  prevention.  The  materials 
were  published  by  the  American  Missionary 
Association,  a  division  of  the  United  Church 
Board  for  Homeland  Ministries.  UCC  minister 
the  Rev.  William  Johnson,  who  co-authored 
the  curriculum  with  educator  Cynthia  A.  Bou- 
man,  says  the  materials  are  rooted  in  biblical 
values  and  Christian  community.  The  docu¬ 
ment  is  broken  into  eight  age-appropriate  se¬ 
ries  beginning  at  the  pre-school  level. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Layman's  dream  has  cameras  rolling 


TOWNSEND,  Tenn. — For  Ken 
Wales,  it’s  the  realization  of  a  17- 
year  dream. 

He’s  in  the  final  throes  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  CBS  television  version 
of  Catherine  Marshall’s  inspira¬ 
tional  novel  “Christy”  starring 
Tyne  Daly  and  Kellie  Martin. 

Mr.  Wales  describes  “Christy” 
as  far  more  than  entertainment. 
The  son  of  a  Disciples  of  Christ 
minister,  Mr.  Wales  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  “Christy”  is  a  chance  for 
mainline  Protestantism  to  reach 
the  U.S.  public. 

Christians  have  been  crying  for 
programming  with  family  values 
and  for  a  positive  treatment  of 
clergy  and  Christianity,  he  said. 

“In  ‘Christy’  they  will  find  a 
gateway  into  significant  family 
entertainment,”  he  said. 

“Christy”  will  air  in  early  1994 
as  a  two-hour  “pilot.”  If  it 
catches  on  with  audiences,  it  may 
become  a  CBS  series. 

“The  television  industry  will  be 
watching  with  eagle  eyes  to  see 


Ken  Wales 

. . .  producing  "Christy" 

how  ‘Christy’  is  received,”  he  said. 

On  location  in  the  Smoky 
Mountains  of  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Wales  and  his  wife,  Susan,  active 
members  of  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pacific  Pal¬ 
isades,  Calif.,  talked  about  his 
dream  as  they  led  a  visitor  up  the 


steep  400-acre  site  on  which  the 
impoverished  mountain  commu¬ 
nity  of  Cutter  Gap  in  1912  is  re¬ 
created. 

Chickens  scatter  across  the  dirt 
road,  pigs  grunt  in  the  mud. 

The  shouted  command,  “Roll¬ 
ing!”  echoes  across  the  valley,  sig¬ 
naling  the  start  of  another  “shoot.” 

All  machinery  grinds  to  a  halt, 
and  voices  drop  to  a  whisper. 

Somewhere  on  the  set,  sound 
tape  and  camera  film  are  rolling. 

Across  the  meadow,  misty  blue 
mountain  ranges  fold  into  the 
distance. 

It’s  all  part  of  filming  the  book 
Mr.  Wales  read  in  1967,  the  year 
it  was  published,  and  realized  it 
was  “super  stuff.” 

“Christy”  is  based  on  the  late 
Catherine  Marshall’s  mother  and 
her  experiences  as  a  young  teach¬ 
er  at  a  mission  school. 

Ms.  Marshall  was  the  wife  of 
Peter  Marshall,  chaplain  of  the 
U.S.  Senate  during  World  War  II. 
Her  best-selling  book  about  her 
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husband  was  made  into  the 
movie  “A  Man  Called  Peter.” 

“Christy”  was  also  a  best-sell¬ 
er.  Mr.  Wales  spent  years  trying 
to  acquire  the  film  rights,  which 
were  owned  by  MGM. 

At  one  point,  he  contacted 
Catherine  Marshall’s  publisher 
and  was  told  to  call  the  author. 

“Catherine  answered  on  the 
first  ring,”  Mr.  Wales  said. 

When  he  told  her  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  producing  a  movie  ver¬ 
sion  of  “Christy,”  a  long  silence 
ensued. 

“I  took  that  as  a  bad  sign,”  he 
said. 

Then  she  told  him  that  she  had 


spent  an  hour  in  prayer  just  that 
morning  asking  God  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  getting  the  “Christy” 
movie  made.  She  saw  his  phone 
call  as  an  answer  to  prayer. 

“A  chill  went  up  my  spine,”  he 
said. 

Even  with  Ms.  Marshall's  sup¬ 
port,  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  the 
film  rights. 

Finally,  in  1986,  Mr.  Wales 
purchased  the  rights  from  MGM. 
In  order  to  get  the  project  going, 
he  had  to  take  out  a  second  mort¬ 
gage  on  his  home  and  go  deeply 
into  his  personal  savings. 

“I  found  out  that  you’ve  got  to 
go  to  the  limit.  It’s  not  until 
you’re  willing  to  let  go  of  things 
that  the  miracle  is  able  to  hap¬ 
pen,”  he  said,  echoing  Catherine 
Marshall’s  often-published 
“prayer  of  relinquishment.” 

Mr.  Wales  is  producing  “Chris¬ 
ty”  with  his  partner,  Bamey  Ro- 
senweig,  with  whom  he  produced 
the  award-winning  miniseries 
“John  Steinbeck’s  East  of  Eden.” 


' Christy '  tells  of  faith 
matured  by  mountains 


TOWNSEND,  Tenn.— The 
two-hour  television  premiere  of 
“Christy”  is  about  an  idealistic 
but  naive  young  woman’s  expe¬ 
rience  as  a  teacher  in  an  impov¬ 
erished  mountain  community 
(Cutter  Gap,  Tenn.)  in  1912. 

At  1 9,  Christy  (played  by  Kel¬ 
lie  Martin  of  the  soap  opera, 
“Life  Goes  On”)  leaves  her  well- 
off  family  in  Asheville,  N.C.,  to 
teach  mountain  children  who 
live  in  ignorance,  superstition 
and  squalor. 

The  dignified,  sanitized 
Christianity  Christy  grew  up 


with  is  suddenly  challenged  by 
the  brutal  realities  of  mountain 
life. 

But  a  mature  Christian,  “Miss 
Alice”  Henderson  (played  by 
four-time  Emmy  Award  winner 
Tyne  Daly  of  “Cagney  and  Lac¬ 
ey”)  enters  her  life.  Miss  Alice  is 
a  Quaker  missionary  who  travels 
the  mountains  as  a  nurse  and 
teacher. 

Helping  Christy  with  the  one- 
room  school  is  the  young  local 
pastor,  David  Grantland  (Ran¬ 
dall  BatinkofT). 

The  community  also  has  a 
doctor,  Neil  MacNeill  (Stewart 
Finlay-McLennan).  The  doctor 
wants  no  part  of  religion  and 
serves  as  a  counterpoint  to 
Christy’s  emerging  faith. 

Both  the  pastor  and  the  doc¬ 
tor  are  attracted  to  Christy. 

When  Christy  and  the  pastor 
confront  the  illegal  liquor  traf¬ 
ficking  that  thrives  in  the 
mountains,  they  are  threatened 
by  the  moonshiners.  The  school 
is  vandalized,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren's  new  maps  and  books,  the 
first  they’ve  ever  had,  are  nearly 
destroyed. 

Christy  is  tempted  to  quit 
and  return  to  her  comfortable 
home  in  Asheville.  But,  in¬ 
trigued  by  Miss  Alice  and  over¬ 
whelmed  by  her  love  for  the 
intelligent  children  who  desper¬ 
ately  need  so  much,  Christy  de¬ 
cides  to  stay. 


CBS  PHOTOS  BV  TONY  ESPARZA 


(Left  bottom)  In  the  CBS 
television  version  of  the 
best-selling  novel  "Christy," 
Christy  Huddleston  (Kellie 
Martin)  comes  to  an  impov¬ 
erished  1912-era  mountain 
community  to  teach  in  the 
mission  school  built  by  Pas¬ 
tor  David  (Randall  Batin- 
koff).  (Top)  Little  Burl  (Andy 
Nichols),  one  of  Christy's 
students,  has  fun  at  a  com¬ 
munity  corn  shucking. 


Director's  career  began 
with  youth  group's  film 


TOWNSEND,  Tenn.— The 
camera  focuses  tightly  on  the 
pale,  freckled  face  of  a  thin  10- 
year-old  girl. 

She  is  looking  into  the  face  of 
the  doctor,  her  red,  infected  eyes 
blinking  in  pain  at  the  light. 

“I’ll  be  a  good  girl,”  she  whis¬ 
pers,  frightened. 

“You’re  always  a  good  girl,” 
Christy  (Kellie  Martin)  whispers 
and  clasps  the  child’s  hand  as  she 
assists  the  doctor  with  the  exami¬ 
nation. 

Some  two  dozen  parka-clad 
television  crew  members  crowd 
the  frigid  mountain  cabin  as  the 
scene  unfolds  in  an  episode  of 
“Christy.” 

The  child  Becky  (Kelley  Clark) 
believes  that  God  is  punishing 
her  with  trachoma — the  disease 
that  blinds  poverty-stricken  peo¬ 
ple  world-wide  if  not  treated — 
because  she  had  picked  up  her 
school  books  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  a  scene  that  promises  to 
wring  tears  from  stone,  Christy 
tries  to  reassure  her  that  God  is 
not  mad  at  her,  that  the  disease  is 
not  her  fault. 

The  scene  ends.  The  crew 
breathes  soft  whistles. 

The  director  exclaims  softly, 
“Jeminy  Christmas!  Cut!  Print.” 

The  scene  is  from  one  of  two 
“Christy”  episodes  written  by 
United  Methodist  laywoman  Pam 
Long,  a  member  of  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pa¬ 
cific  Palisades,  Calif. 


from  the  Pacific 
School  of  Reli¬ 
gion. 

Mr.  Rhodes, 
who  grew  up  a 
Lutheran,  served 
as  youth  minister 
at  Laurel  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in 
Oakland,  Calif., 
while  he  was  in 
1960s. 


Michael  Rhodes 

seminary  in  the 


Writer  found  at  potluck 

Ms.  Long  met  “Christy”  pro¬ 
ducer  Ken  Wales  and  his  wife, 
Susan,  through  a  church  potluck 
supper  group  that  meets  at  the 
parsonage  of  the  Rev.  Warren  L. 
Danskin,  pastor,  and  his  wife, 
Lynette,  an  actor. 

Ms.  Long’s  scene  and  every  oth¬ 
er  scene  in  “Christy”  was  directed 
by  Michael  Rhodes,  a  five-time 
Emmy-award  winning  director  of 
more  than  20  television  series 
with  a  master  of  divinity  degree 


Actor:  Movie  offers  hopefulness,  not  'murder  of  the  week ' 


'Takes  more  than  five' 

“We  had  only  five  kids  in  the 
youth  program,”  he  said.  He 
gave  them  several  choices  of  ac¬ 
tivities,  “or  we  can  make  a  mov¬ 
ie,"  he  told  them. 

Naturally,  they  wanted  to  make 
a  movie,  but  he  told  them  it  would 
take  a  lot  more  than  five  kids. 

More  youths  appeared,  the  mov¬ 
ie  was  made,  and  Michael  Rhodes 
unwittingly  had  begun  a  career 
which  would  be  laced  with  awards. 

But  he  found,  he  said,  that  his 
film  work  in  Los  Angeles  deadened 
him  to  both  pleasure  and  pain. 

A  trip  filming  famine  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  Ethiopia  was  a  turning 
point  in  his  life,  he  said. 

“It  was  the  most  powerful  ex¬ 
perience  of  my  life,”  he  said,  “to 
see  the  amazing  joy  and  closeness 
of  the  Ethiopian  people  who 
were  so  in  touch  with  the  basic 
realities  of  life. 

“They  brought  me  back  to  life 
both  mentally  and  physically.” 

Mr.  Rhodes  is  on  his  feet  12  to 
14  hours  a  day,  six  days  a  week, 
directing  “Christy.”  He  is  gentle 
and  calm  with  the  children  on 
the  set. 

The  long  hours  don’t  bother 
him,  he  said. 

“When  you  love  what  you  are 
doing,  you  don’t  even  notice  it,” 
he  said  with  a  smile. 

Mr.  Rhodes  directed  episodes 
for  such  popular  series  as 
“Fame,”  “China  Beach,”  “In  the 
Heat  of  the  Night”  and  “Star 
Trek — The  Next  Generation.” 


TOWNSEND,  Tenn. — Tyne  Daly, 
award-winning  star  of  stage  and 
screen,  sat  before  the  bank  of  mirrors 


in  a  cheerful  trailer  dressing  room 
while  a  makeup  artist  daubed  mud 
over  her  face  and  neck  and  trickled 
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muddy  water  in  front  of  her  ears. 

Ms.  Daly  would  soon  be  back 
outside,  on  the  dark,  cold  and  mud¬ 
dy  mountainside  for  a  storm  scene 
in  the  CBS  television  version  of 
“Christy.” 

It  was  Ms.  Daly,  better  known  for 
her  tough  persona  in  “Cagney  and 
Lacey,”  who  suggested  opening  a 
“Christy”  scene  with  the  line,  “This 
is  the  day  that  the  Lord  hath  made. 
Let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.” 


which  may  be  made  into  a  series.  In 
preparing  for  her  role,  she  read  sev¬ 
eral  books  on  Quakerism,  she  said. 

She  said  she  agreed  with  the 
Quaker  philosophy  that  scripture 
had  too  often  been  misused  as  “a 
warrant  for  war,  slavery  and  reli¬ 
gious  intolerance.” 


Q  Cbkesbury 
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Grandfather  a  Methodist 

“My  grandfather  was  a  Methodist 
preacher,”  she  told  a  visitor,  “and  I 
loved  him  deeply.  Every  day  of  his 
life  when  he  got  up  he  would  open  a 
window  and  quote  that  piece  of 
scripture.” 

She  would  often  stay  with  her 
grandparents  while  her  actor  par¬ 
ents  were  on  location,  she  said. 

She  recalled  how  her  grandmoth¬ 
er,  when  they  were  in  church,  would 
fold  her  handkerchief  into  many 
different  shapes  to  entertain  the 
restless  children  on  the  pew. 

Ms.  Daly  plays  the  Quaker  mis¬ 
sionary  “Miss  Alice”  in  the  movie 


“The  more  I  study  Quakerism, 
the  more  I  understand  my  grandfa¬ 
ther,”  she  said,  “the  wideness  of 
spirit,  opening  yourself  to  the  still 
small  voice  within — this  silent  of¬ 
fering  of  yourself  to  the  possibilities 
of  the  spirit. 

“He  made  a  lot  of  difficult 
choices  and  stuck  with  them.  When 
he  was  an  old  man,  he  participated 
in  the  walk  on  Washington  when 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  made  his 
famous  speech.” 


A  recent  column 
day”  said  that 
“fear  of  even  talk¬ 
ing  about  religious 
beliefs  has  reached 
ridiculous  heights” 
in  this  country. 

Ms.  Daly  said 
she  is  well  aware 
of  the  risks. 

“But  if  we  can 
reinforce  the  love- 


“USA  To- 


Tyne  Daly 

liness  of  human  philosophy  on  this 
project,  that  is  not  a  bad  way  to 
make  a  living,"  she  said. 


Film  is  a  risk 

Some  people  associated  with 
“Christy” — actors  and  producers 
alike— acknowledge  that  they  are 
risking  their  marketability  through 
involvement  in  such  an  overtly 
Christian  film. 


'There  is  a  need' 

“There  is  a  need  in  the  audience 
that  should  be  met,  rather  than  just 
offering  them  the  murder  of  the 
week. 

“Now  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
offer  hopefulness,  light  and  joy  and 
faith,  the  meaning  of  which  has 
been  cheapened  in  this  day  and  age. 

“And  I’ll  be  happy  if  I  just  cele¬ 
brate  my  grandfather,”  she  said,  a 
warm  smile  wreathing  her  muddy 
face,  “and  my  grandmother." 


Author's  family 
worships  with 
'Christy'  cast 


TOWNSEND,  Tenn.— The  ex¬ 
tended  family  of  the  late  Cather¬ 
ine  Marshall,  author  of  many 
best-selling  inspirational  books, 
spent  Thanksgiving  in  the  small 
mountain  town  (pop.  300)  of 
Townsend. 

With  them  were  the  cast  and 
production  crew  of  “Christy,’.’ 
the  CBS  movie  version  of  Ms. 
Marshall’s  best-selling  novel. 

Ms.  Marshall’s  son,  the  Rev.  Pe¬ 
ter  Marshall  Jr.,  her  second  hus¬ 
band  and  “Guideposts"  editor  and 
publisher  Leonard  LeSourd  and 
other  family  members  joined  the 
cast  and  crew  in  worship  to  give 
thanks  for  seeing  the  novel  brought 
to  the  screen  after  1 7  years. 

At  a  Thanksgiving  service  at 
the  local  Baptist  church,  which 
many  “Christy”  production 
members  attend  each  Sunday, 
Peter  Marshal]  Jr.  preached  to  an 
overflowing  congregation. 
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NEW  TV  MINISTRY:  Georgia  United 
Methodists  have  approved  a  “distinctly  evan¬ 
gelistic”  pilot  television  program  with  the  goal 
of  reaching  unchurched  people  statewide.  The 
ministry  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  June  1994. 
Officials  of  the  North  and  South  Georgia  con¬ 
ferences  say  the  comprehensive  television  plan 
will  also  use  videos  for  local  congregations 
throughout  the  state.  The  20-year-old  Good 
News  Television  in  Macon,  Ga.,  will  produce 
both  the  broadcast  programs  and  the  videos. 

MULTI  CULTURAL  SERVICES:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  from  the  California-Pacific 
Conference  recently  celebrated  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  a  multi-cultural  ministry  started  dur¬ 
ing  last  year’s  Los  Angeles  riots.  The  Korean 
American  Food  and  Shelter  Services  was  start¬ 
ed  to  assist  Asian-American  riot  victims  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area.  The  Rev.  Hwuan  Seung 
Yang  is  coordinator  of  the  ministry. 

BANGKOK  CONFERENCE:  Nine 

United  Methodists  will  be  among  the  350  dele¬ 
gates  expected  for  an  interagency  conference 
on  women  in  communications  Feb.  12-17  in 
Bangkok.  Thailand.  The  conference  is  orga¬ 
nized  by  the  World  Association  of  Christian 
Communication  in  cooperation  with  two  wom¬ 
en’s  organizations,  ISIS  International  of  the 
Philippines  and  the  International  Women’s 
Tribune  Center  in  New  York. 

TRIP  COMPLETED:  United  Methodist 

layman  Jay  Alley  and  his  Big  Blue  Canoe 
Crew  of  2 1  persons  stepped  on  shore  near  New 
Orleans  recently,  ending  a  57-day,  2,054-mile 
canoe  trip  from  New  York  to  raise  money  for 
United  Methodist-related  Epworth  Children’s 
Home  in  Columbia,  S.C.  The  crew  of  persons 
ages  6  to  55  left  Jamestown,  N.Y.,  floated 
down  the  Allegany  River,  over  to  the  Ohio 
River  and  down  the  Mississippi  to  New  Or¬ 
leans.  The  group  raised  $31,000  for  the  home 
as  well  as  nearly  20  other  children’s  charities 
throughout  the  United  Methodist  connection. 
Mr.  Alley’s  next  “canoe-a-thon”  is  slated  for 
May  7  down  South  Carolina’s  Saluda  River, 

BABY-BOOM  SPECIALIST:  The  Rev 

Craig  K.  Miller,  author  of  two  books  on 
“baby-boomer  spirituality”  and  pastor  of  a 
fast-growing  “boomer”  church,  will  join  United 
Methodism’s  churchwide  evangelism  unit  Jan.  1 . 
Mr.  Miller,  pastor  of  Santiago  Hill  Community 
Church  in  Orange,  Calif.,  was  recently  named 
director  of  new  congregational  development. 

This  is  part  of  the  evangelism  unit  of  the  deno¬ 
minationwide  Board  of  Discipleship. 

NETWORK  DEVELOPS:  A  network  of 

United  Methodists  concerned  about  health 
care  for  U.S.  racial  and  ethnic  groups  has  be¬ 
gun  to  develop.  Spurred  by  a  November  na¬ 
tional  consultation  sponsored  by  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Department  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
participants  are  planning  to  develop  strategies 
and  resources  to  assist  local  communities  in 
addressing  these  health  needs. 


Faith  at  work 
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Mexican  tradition 
featuring ' the  inn' 
makes  gains  in  U.S. 


By  DIANE  HU1E  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  Christmas  tradition  from 
Mexico  is  making  its  way  into 
United  Methodist  congregations 
across  the  country. 

It’s  called  “Las  Posadas” 
which  means  “the  resting  place” 
or  “inn.”  It  recalls  the  Holy  Fam¬ 
ily’s  search  for  an  inn  immedi¬ 
ately  preceding  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

In  the  400-year-old  traditional 
Mexican  version,  children  pro¬ 
cessed  through  the  dark  streets 
with  candles  or  lanterns  for  nine 
nights,  knocking  on  doors,  seeking 
a  place  for  the  Christ  child’s  birth. 

The  1992  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship  has  two  versions 
of  “Las  Posadas.”  They  were  de¬ 
veloped  by  United  Methodists 
Carlos  Avendano,  Raquel  M. 
Martinez  and  Roberto  Escamilla. 

But  it  was  a  different  version 
that  prompted  many  congrega¬ 
tions  from  Pennsylania  to  Colora¬ 
do  to  re-enact  the  ancient  trek  in 
their  sanctuaries  this  Christmas. 

Leaders  display  service 

Last  summer  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  United  Methodist  wor¬ 
ship  leaders  from  across  the 
country  participated  in  a  “Las 
Posadas”  service  that  was  the 
talk  of  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music 
and  Other  Arts  convocation.  The 
organization  consists  of  clergy 
and  laity  with  a  special  interest 
in  worship. 

At  the  the  Michigan  session, 
Barbara  Garcia,  who  adapted  the 
traditional  “Las  Posadas”  Span¬ 
ish  lyrics  to  English  and  set  them 


to  the  original  Mexican  tune,  de¬ 
scribed  how  a  similar  service 
might  be  used  in  any  local  church 
sanctuary. 

The  service,  she  explained,  be¬ 
gins  with  a  candlelight  proces¬ 
sion  of  children  followed  by 
actors  or  dancers  representing 
Mary  and  Joseph. 

Mary  and  Joseph  appeal  to  one 
section  of  the  congregation  after 
another  for  a  place  to  rest,  but 
each  section  turns  them  away. 

At  last  Mary  and  Joseph  ap¬ 
proach  the  innkeeper,  who  at 
first  refuses  them  but  then  sings 
“Welcome,  welcome,  Holy  Pil¬ 
grim.  We’ll  make  room  for  you  to 
stay!  Shed  your  light  on  every 
dark  place;  every  heartache. 
Bring  salvation  in  today!” 

Through  song  and/or  dance 
Mary  brings  a  votive  candle  from 
the  altar  and  places  it  inside  the 
manger. 

Children's  meditation  next 

A  meditation  for  children  fol¬ 
lows  as  they  are  asked,  “How  do 
we  answer  when  the  knock  comes 
at  our  door?” 

Ms.  Garcia,  a  diaconal  minis¬ 
ter  and  program  director  at 
Brentwood  United  Methodist 
Church  near  Nashville,  said  it  is 
traditional  for  the  “Las  Posadas” 
service  to  end  with  breaking  a  pi- 
fiata,  a  colorful  paper  effigy  of  a 
toy  or  an  ornament  stuffed  with 
candy  or  gifts. 

The  children  lead  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  a  procession  out  of  the 
sanctuary,  following  the  piflata 
into  a  fellowship  hall  where  a 
blindfolded  child  breaks  the  pi- 
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As  part  of  the  "Las  Posadas"  celebration,  entering  this  country  from  the  Mexican  tradition, 
through  song  and/or  dance  a  "Mary"  figure  brings  a  votive  candle  from  the  altar  and  places  it 
in  the  manger. 

quin  Garcia.  He  is  also  a  diaconal 


fiata  with  a  stick.  The  candies  or 
gifts  scatter  for  all  to  gather. 

Ms.  Garcia  said  she  received 
some  three  dozen  calls  from  peo¬ 
ple  around  the  country  who  had 
participated  in  “Las  Posadas”  in 
Grand  Rapids  and  wanted  to  use 
the  music  and  the  service  this 
Christmas.  And  a  Nashville  shop 
had  a  run  on  piflatas,  she  said. 

Ms.  Garcia,  a  native  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  spent  12  years  in  Mexico 
where  she  met  her  husband,  Joa- 


minister  on  the  staff  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

She  said  that  “Las  Posadas”  is 
a  Catholic  tradition  in  Mexico 
not  used  by  the  Protestant 
church  there. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  she  said,  a  cus- 
todian  in  a  United  Methodist 
church  in  Minnesota,  hearing  the 
rehearsal  of  the  original  tune,  came 
running  to  the  source  of  the  music. 

He  was  enthralled,  she  said, 


that  U.S.  Protestants  were  doing 
“Las  Posadas.” 

“I  used  to  do  that  when  I  was  a 
boy  in  Mexico,”  he  said,  beaming. 

“Las  Posadas”  is  being  done  in 
many  different  ways  in  many  dif¬ 
ferent  settings,  Ms.  Garcia  said. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Copies  of 
Ms.  Garcia's  "Las  Posadas"  hymn 
may  be  obtained  for  $1.90 
through  "Alive  Now!"  P.  O.  Box 
852,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0852, 
phone  1-800-972-0433. 


Native  American  UMs  may  again  hear  'talking  drum' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— Native 
American  United  Methodists  are 
about  to  benefit  from  the  mod¬ 
em-day  equivalent  of  the  “talk¬ 
ing  drum.” 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  has  agreed  conditionally 
to  pay  $230,000  during  four 
years  for  an  experimental  fax- 
machine  network  to  link  isolated 
Native  American  churches  and 
ministries  (See  UMR,  Nov.  26). 

United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  would  coordinate  the 


project  with  a  central  communi¬ 
cations  office  for  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  ministries,  staffed  by  a 
Native  American. 

Fax  transmissions  would  in¬ 
clude  a  weekly  news  summary;  a 
data  bank  of  Native  American 
leaders  and  ministries,  and  infor¬ 
mation  about  job  opportunities, 
health  issues  and  scholarships  of 
interest  to  Native  American 
United  Methodists. 

Final  approval  of  funding  is 
contingent  on  United  Methodist 
Communications’  providing  more 
information,  including  an  ap¬ 


proved  list  of  75  sites  where  fac¬ 
simile  equipment  is  to  be  located. 

The  fax  funding  was  among  sev¬ 
eral  grant  requests  approved  by 
the  agency  at  its  recent  meeting. 

Rejecting  a  committee  recom¬ 
mendation  for  lifting  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  ban  on  South  Africa 
investments,  the  council  voted  to 
delay  such  action  until  comple¬ 
tion  of  “successful”  democratic 
elections  in  that  country. 

When  investment  restrictions 
are  lifted,  the  council  will  limit 
its  South  Africa-related  holdings 
to  companies  that  adhere  to  a  10- 


point  code  of  conduct — endorsed 
by  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches — for  business  operat¬ 
ing  in  South  Africa. 

In  other  investment-related  ac¬ 
tion,  the  council  approved  a  re¬ 
vised  statement  of  investment 
guidelines  and  requested  the 
church  pension  board  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  offering  invest¬ 
ment-management  services  to 
GCFA  and  other  churchwide 
agencies. 

In  recent  years,  pension  board 
investment  specialists  have 
racked  up  impressive  returns  on 


a  portfolio  that  now  exceeds  $5.5 
billion,  while  adhering  to  strin¬ 
gent  social-responsibility  poli¬ 
cies. 

In  other  actions,  the  church’s 
general  finance  agency: 

/  Approved  a  1995  annual 
cash  salary  rate  for  U.S.  bishops 
of  $78,771  (salaries  of  bishops 
outside  the  United  States  vary, 
reflecting  currency  exchange 
rates  and  local  costs  of  living); 

/Adopted  a  1995  salary  scale 
for  churchwide  executive  staff, 
ranging  from  a  $44,414  mini¬ 
mum  to  an  $89,799  maximum. 


3RD  STUDY  TOUR 
TO  KOREA 

Korean  Christian  spirituality 
for  the  UM  pastors  and  spouses 

April  14-21,  1994  (8  days) 

Visit,  experience,  study  and  explore! 

Total  Cost:  Only  $950.00 

Hawaii,  Tokyo  stop  over  with  minimal  extra 
cost  and  extended  tour  available. 

More  Information:  Korean  Study  Tour 
P.O.  Box  188.  E.  Derry.  NH  03041 
(603)  437  8757,  Fax:  (603)  437-4147. 


TV  network 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— As  of  Jan.  1,  the 
Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(VJSN)  will  be  known  as  the  “Faith 
&  Values  Channel.” 

VISN  President  Nelson  Price  said 
the  “F&V”  logo  will  identify  the 
newly  named  “Faith  &  Values 
Channel”  on  TV  screens  through- 


Ad vance  Special  #731-115-3 


A  Drug/Alcohol  Abuse  Prevention 
Program  of 

"The  National  Mission  Response  to  the  Drug  Crisis" 
of 

The  National  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries 

This  drug  /alcohol  prevention  program  has  been  approved 
for  use  by  the  Special  Program  on  Substance  Abuse  and 
Related  Violence  mandated  by  the  1992  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  This  program  has  been 
Field  Tested  and  Proven  in  22  Annual  Conferences  . 

To  extend  the  outreach  of  this  program,  gifts  may  be  made 
to  "Born  Free/  Stay  Free,"  Advance  Special  #  731-115-3. Mail 
to  MECPD,  Att:  Dr.  Bill  Carter,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.  Y„  10115. 

For  more  information  or  to  schedule  training  events,  call 
the  Rev.  Dick  Gibson,  program  coordinator  (803)  327-7588,  or 
write  to  "Born  Free/Stay  Free"  321  S.  Oakland  Avenue,  Rock 
Hill,  S.  C.  29730  for  a  prospectus. 


changing  name  to  'Faith  &  Values' 


out  the  20.3  million  cable  house¬ 
holds  the  network  has  the  capacity 
to  reach  on  about  1,450  cable  sys¬ 
tems  in  4,600  communities. 

“We’re  trying  to  create  an  identi¬ 
ty  as  a  channel,  recognizing  that 
people  are  primarily  drawn  to  tele¬ 
vision  by  programs  and  not  by  net¬ 
works,”  said  Mr.  Price,  a  United 
Methodist  layman  and  veteran 
communicator  within  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

Instead  of  choosing  a  vague 
name,  “which  would  tend  to  cam¬ 
ouflage  the  religious  nature  of  the 


ASBURY  COLLEGE 

ANNOUNCES  A  SEARCH  FOR 

Senior  Academic  Leadership 

Asbury  is  a  fully  accredited,  nonde- 
nominational,  evangelical  Christian 
liberal  arts  college  of  approximately 
1,200  students.  We  strive  to  meaning¬ 
fully  integrate  academic  excellence, 
career  preparation  and  vital  Christian 
faith  within  the  context  of  Wesleyan, 
Arminian  and  Holiness  thought.  The 
College  seeks  a  senior  academic  admin¬ 
istrator  with  the  scholarly,  theological 
and  planning/management  expertise, 
as  well  as  the  character,  to  work  with  the 
new  President  and  the  Board  of  Trustees 
in  preparing  Christian  leadership  for 
the  21st  Century. 

Nominees  and  applicants  should  send  a 
letter  of  application,  complete  resume 
and  three  letters  of  reference  by  Febru¬ 
ary  15, 1994  to: 

ACADEMIC  LEADERSHIP  SEARCH  OFFICE 

asbury  College 
1  macklem  drive 
WlLMORE.  KY  40390-0182 
Fax  606*858*35 1 1  Ext  2452 

Asbury  College  dots  not  discriminate  tn  its  hiring  practices 
on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex.  age  or  national  origin. 


channel,”  the  National  Interfaith 
Cable  Coalition,  Inc.,  which  owns 
and  operates  VISN,  chose  a  name 
to  “describe  who  we  are,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Price  admitted  that  changing 
its  name  would  cause  the  network  a 
“big  loss”  in  recognition  it  has  built 
with  viewers  but  he  noted  that  the 
“VISN/ACTS”  name  was  not  suc¬ 
cessful  as  a  description  of  the  chan¬ 
nel. 

Since  its  beginning  in  1988  VISN 
has  offered  cable  TV  viewers  reli¬ 
gious  and  values-oriented  program¬ 
ming  representing  a  wide  spectrum 
of  faith  groups.  On-air  solicitation 
of  funds,  proselytizing  or  the  dis¬ 
crediting  of  other  religions  are  pro¬ 
hibited. 

VISN  airs  16  hours  of  program¬ 
ming  each  day.  Various  religious 
groups  annually  invest  $10  million 
in  programs,  and  the  network  has 
its  own  limited  productions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Price. 

The  official  United  Methodist 
Communications  agency  is  among 
the  network’s  main  backers  both  fi¬ 
nancially  and  programmatically. 

United  Methodist  programs  on 
F&W  include  “Alternate  Views 
Live,”  “Faces  on  Faith,”  “Perspec¬ 
tives:  Faith  in  Our  Times,”  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  “Lawson  Live”  and 
worship  services  from  various  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches. 

ACTS,  owned  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission,  airs  eight  hours  each  day 
on  the  network.  The  two  networks 
known  as  VISN/ACTS  merged  in 
1992. 

The  Faith  &  Values  Channel  has 
a  contract  with  Telecommunica¬ 
tions  Inc.,  (TCI)  for  funding 
through  June  30,  1995.  By  then, 
Mr.  Price  expects  the  network  will 
be  at  the  “break  even”  point  be¬ 


cause  of  increased  revenues  from 
advertisers  and  cable  system  sub¬ 
scribers. 


WRITERS  WANTED 

For  FREE  writers  guidlines, 
send  SASE  to: 

Living  Faith  Literary  Agency 
P.O.  Box  566397,  Atlanta,  GA  30356 
(404)  642-0240 


CLASSIFIED 

RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  planning  to  re¬ 
tire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs.  Arkansas 
area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time  work  with 
"Care  Ministry"  and  "Education  Ministry?"  If  so, 
please  send  your  inquiry  and/or  resume  to:  Christ 
of  the  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  700  Balearic 
Road  #43,  Hot  Springs  Village,  AR  71909,  Attn: 
R.T.  Jarrell. 

ASSISTANT  BUSINESS  MANAGER  full-time, 
large  church,  Dallas.  Experience  with  Shelby  soft¬ 
ware  preferred.  Send  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  UMR,  Box  660275,  Dept.  H,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275. 

PART-TIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
900-member  congregation  in  North  Houston.  Ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Send  resume:  Pastor,  P.O.  Box 
1689,  Tomball,  TX  77377-1689. 

YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  available 
January  1.  Negotiable  salary/job  description.  Send 
resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938-6622. 

POSITION  OPEN:  PALMAS  DEL  MAR  Resort 
inter-denominational  church  seeks  a  pastor  begin¬ 
ning  in  June.  Call:  Norman  Christman  (809)  850- 
5902.  Furnished  parsonage,  utilities  provided. 
Salary  SI 8,000. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S/YOUNG  ADULT 

Ministries.  2800-member  downtown  church  seek¬ 
ing  a  young  adult  for  ministry  to  children  and  their 
families.  Must  have  a  degree  in  Christian  education 
with  some  experience,  preferably  in  a  large  church. 
Send  resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson,  First-Centenary 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

PROFESSIONAL  HUMAN  RESOURCES  Direc¬ 
tor,  North  Indiana  Conference.  Resume  to: 
Thomas  C.  Rough,  219  S.  High  St.,  Muncie,  IN 
47305.  Application  deadline:  January  31,1 994. 

MINISTER  TO  YOUTH/DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministry  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  wanted  for  3400-member  conservative  con¬ 
gregation.  Needs  a  master’s  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5  years 
experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  program 
with  excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff  church,  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  most  comprehensive  ministry  possi¬ 
ble.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Requires  excellent 
administrative  ability,  successful  children  and  adult 
Christian  education  track  record,  commitment  to 
training  lay  volunteers,  knowledge  of  multiple  cur¬ 
riculum  resources.  Contact:  Rev.  Richard  M.  Free¬ 
man,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX 
76714-7736.  Phone:  (817)  772-5630. 

tiple  staff.  Work  with  parents  and  youth  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  strengthen  comprehensive  ministry  to/with 
youth.  Experience  and  training  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Chapel  Hill  UMC,  271 7  W. 
Hefner  Rd.,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120. 

McCURDY  SCHOOL,  AN  Affirmative  action/ 
equal  employment  opportunity  employer,  an¬ 
nounces  an  opening  for  an  interim  school  chaplain 
and  religion  teacher  to  serve  until  May  24,  1994. 
Please  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  by  Decem¬ 
ber  24  to:  William  A.  Davis,  Superintendent, 
McCurdy  School,  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM 
87532.  Fax:  (505)  753-7830. 

STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Louisville  First 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  to  fill  the 
above  position.  Interested  persons  should  contact: 
Grady  Bailey,  Jr.,  Pastor,  at  (601)  773-8064  (office) 
or  (601)  773-5539  (home)  or  may  write  Rev.  Bailey 
at:  Post  Office  Box  523,  Louisville,  MS  39339. 

SOCIAL  WORKER.  MAJOR  NATIONAL  Reli¬ 
gious  organization  based  in  Manhattan  seeks  indi¬ 
vidual  with  5-7  years  experience  in  social  work. 
Individual  will  be  responsible  for  managing  the 
church's  relationship  to  local  social  welfare  pro¬ 
grams.  Qualifications  required  are  master’s  degree 
in  social  work  or  related  field.  Experience  with  not- 
for-profit  national  organization  preferred.  Mini- 
mum  of  3  years  managerial/administrative 
experience  and  the  ability  to  travel  approximately 
60%.  EOE.  Please  submit  your  resume  with  cover 
letter  indicating  salary  requirements  to:  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Department  of  Human  Resources,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  1476,  New  York,  NY 
10115. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  POSITION  open  at  the 
Desert  Southwest  United  Methodist  Foundation. 
Starts  March  1,  1994.  Send  or  fax  resume  by  Janu¬ 
ary  15,  1994  to:  Administrative  Assistant,  Desert 
Southwest  United  Methodist  Foundation,  2633  E. 
Indian  School  Road,  Suite  402,  Phoenix,  A Z 
85016-6763.  Fax:  (602)  957-6022. 

GENERAL  SECRETARY,  GENERAL  Commis¬ 
sion  On  Communication  will  give  leadership  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  field  of  com¬ 
munications.  Requires  a  bachelor’s  degree;  a  gradu¬ 
ate  degree  in  some  area  of  communications  and/or 
theology  is  desired.  Bilingual  skills  would  be  an  as¬ 
set.  Ideal  candidate  will  have  professional  experi¬ 
ence  in  one  or  more  areas  of  communications  and  a 
background  in  administration  of  finances  and  per¬ 
sonnel.  Must  be  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  have  experience  as  a  leader  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  voluntary  organiza¬ 
tions.  Application  deadline  is  January  31,  1994. 
Requests  for  application  forms  should  be  addressed 
to:  UMCOM  Search  Committee,  do  Mary  Silva, 
P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  (615)  742- 
5416. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

"FOOD  FOR  THOUGHT’  is  more  than  a  500 
recipe  cookbook  on  washable  paper,  it  is  a  work  of 
art,  a  labor  of  love.  40  designs  in  color  painted  by 
Ruth  Little.  Partial  profits  shared  with  3  charities. 
40%  discount  on  12  or  more  copies.  An  ideal  fund 
raising  project  for  church  groups  or  clubs.  A  lovely 
gift  for  any  occasion.  ($5. 1 8  profit  per  book).  Write 
or  call  for  an  autographed  copy.  Orders  filled  same 
day  received.  $13.95  tax  included,  postage  and 
handling  $2.50.  Ruth  Little,  2255  34th  St.,  Lub¬ 
bock,  TX  794 1 1 .  Phone  (806)  744-5 1 62. 
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O  come,  let  us  adore 


Star  leads 
to  cradle 
in  Bethlehem 
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By  DR.  DON  COTTRILL 

Several  years  ago  in  an  attempt  to 
conserve  energy  during  the  world 
oil  price  war  many  of  our  country’s 
cities  and  towns  severely  limited 
their  Christmas  light  displays.  All 
citizens,  in  fact,  were  encouraged  to 
save  energy  by  following  this  exam¬ 
ple  of  conservation. 

ayy - Consequently, 

T/jr  .idiiX  that  Christmas 
r\jh  'y'’  \  was  a  dim  illus- 
j  UyrJ  \  I  tration  of  the  po- 
i  /  litical  and  secular 
vC*}r  y  concerns  of  that 
time.  w*iere  once 
brightness  and 
\jSggVi  U  light  had  invaded 
the  somber  shad¬ 
ows  of  winter,  then  could  be  seen 
only  an  occasional  reminder  of  the 
celebration  of  the  birth  of  the  One 
who  brought  the  light  of  God’s  love 
into  the  world. 

The  Christmas  season  is  filled 
with  light.  Several  cities  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  in  surrounding  states  boast 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  lights  in 
Christmas  displays.  Our  Natchi¬ 
toches  is  perhaps  the  grand  champi- 
on  of  this  beautiful  tradition. 

In  many  of  the  parishes  along  the 
Mississippi,  the  bonfires,  a  Cajun 
tradition,  are  said  to  light  the  way 
for  Papa  Noel,  the  symbol  of  giving. 
Certainly  our  varied  history  and 
varied  experience  would  also  in¬ 
clude  the  Spanish  tradition  of  Las 
Posadas  or  the  lighting  of  the  way  of 
the  Wise  Men  to  the  Inn  as  one  of 
our  richest  symbols. 

The  light  of  a  star  led  the  Wise 
Men  to  the  Cradle  of  Bethlehem. 
That  star  still  shines  and  can  lead  us 
to  the  Christ  Child  as  well. 

God’s  gift  at  Christmas  comes  in 
the  form  of  a  son  —  a  light  to  the 
world.  Jesus  Christ  has  come  to 
bring  us  out  of  darkness  into  the 
glorious  light.  The  angelic  host  lit 
up  that  first  Christmas  night  with 
the  brilliance  of  the  message  of  light 
and  hope  for  a  world  in  darkness 
and  fear  and  uncertainty. 

Let  the  children  come  and  learn  about  Christ's  birth.  Francis  Asbury  May  this  Christmas  and  the  years 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  had  69  children  and  some  dedicated  adult  to  follow  be  filled  with  God’s  light, 
workers  attending  an  Advent  Vacation  Church  School  this  season.  May  we  never  conserve  that  light 

but  let  it  shine  as  our  gifts  to  others 
who  themselves  are 

y  y  ■  y',  ......  I  the  wav.  the  truth  and  the  life. 


Liturgical  banners,  angels,  poinsettias,  Nativity  scenes,  candles  and  other  symbols  of  the  season  adorn 
Louisiana  UM  churches. 


Children,  teens  exalt  Christmas  around  the  world 


St.  Timothy  UMC,  Mandeville,  enjoyed  Christmas  music  by  some  of 
its  "littlest  angels"  during  an  Advent  Service. 


eiiCQf^, 


Instead  of  exchanging  gifts,  personnel  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con-  BElIhS&C — I — 
ference  UMC  headquarters  building  in  Baton  Rouge  chose  to  pro-  Many  churches  had  angel  trees 
vide  food  and  holiday  items  for  families  served  by  United  Methodist  like  this  one  at  lefferson  UMC, 
Mission  in  that  city.  Karmese  Winfrey,  LEFT  and  Jamie  Chavanne  Baton  Rouge.  Three  members 
help  package  the  items.  Center  director  is  Rev.  Mary  Baugh  and  the  are  shown  as  they  select  angels, 
food  pantry  is  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Lurline  Calmes  and  a  loy-  Gifts  were  given  to  children  of 
al  crew  of  volunteers  from  Evangeline  UMC  and  other  churches.  prisoners. 
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Love  gift  challenges 
us  to  holy  living 


A  love  offering  to  the  church  at 
Christmas  is  not  unusual.  But  one 
such  gift  that  we  are  aware  of  is 
noteworthy,  not  for  its  size  but  for 
the  challenge  that  it  poses. 

Drs.  Polly  and  Ernie  Teagle,  long¬ 
time  Methodists  from  Belleville, 
Ill.,  recently  gave  a  substantial  sum 
of  money  to  endow  a  Class  Leaders 
Institute  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  (see  related  stories  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue).  They  an¬ 
nounced  the  gift  as  Polly  lay  dying 
from  liver  cancer. 

By  promoting  the  Class  Leader 
concept  of  laypeople  and  clergy 
sharing  pastoral  responsibility,  the 
Teagles  hope  their  gift  will  help  to 
revitalize  the  denomination  and  the 
church  at  large. 

We  commend  both  the  substance 
and  spirit  of  the  Teagles’  gift. 

It  represents  a  vision  for  the 
church,  a  revitalized  laity,  that  is  es¬ 
sential  to  a  vibrant  Christianity  in 
generations  to  come. 

Ironically,  the  approach  to  that 
end  supported  by  the  Teagles’  gift — 
the  Class  Leader  model — is  itself  a 
gift  to  the  church’s  future  from  its 
Wesleyan  past.  Mutual  support,  ac¬ 
countability  and  watching  over 
each  other  in  love,  all  part  of  the 
Class  Leader  concept,  are  proven  el¬ 
ements  of  faithful  Christian  living. 

Equally  important  as  substance, 
however,  is  the  spirit  of  the  Teagles’ 
gift.  It  is  a  true  love  offering,  the 
fruit  from  30-plus  years  of  their 


Editorial 


worshiping,  serving,  caring  and 
praying  as  dedicated  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christians. 

As  Polly’s  physical  life  ebbs  away, 
her  gift  of  hope  for  the  church  con¬ 
tains  a  promise:  God’s  spirit  can 
continue  to  work  through  the  lives 
of  faithful  servants  beyond  the 
grave  to  transform  all  of  life. 

What  a  challenge  to  holy  living 
and  holy  dying  for  each  of  us! 

On  the  eve  of  Christ’s  birth,  such 
a  challenge  to  our  spirits,  individ¬ 
ually  and  collectively,  is  one  of  the 
best  gifts  that  we  can  imagine. 

That  gift  is  a  powerful  and  poi¬ 
gnant  witness  to  the  truth  of  a  con¬ 
temporary  hymnwriter’s  insight: 

In  our  end  is  our  beginning,  in  our 
time,  infinity; 

in  our  doubt  there  is  believing,  in 
our  life,  eternity. 

In  our  death,  a  resurrection:  at  the 
last,  a  victory, 

unrevealed  until  its  season,  some¬ 
thing  God  alone  can  see. 

— “Hymn  of  Promise”  by  Natalie 
Sleeth,  The  United  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal,  #707 

Join  us  in  our  prayers  for  Polly 
Teagle,  in  thanking  God  for  the 
Teagles’  multifaceted  gift  to  us  all, 
and  in  efforts  to  renew  the  church 
they  and  we  love. 


Making  things  plain 
can  light  some  fires 


I  like  plain  talk.  Not  profane  and 
not  abusive  but  straight  and  to  the 
point. 

I  guess  that’s  why  1  appreciated 
Surgeon  General  Joycelyn  Elders’ 
recent  response  when  asked  wheth¬ 
er  crime  might  be  reduced  if  drugs 
were  made  legal. 

“I  do  feel  that  we  would  marked¬ 
ly  reduce  our  crime  rate  if  drugs 
:  were  legalized,”  she  replied.  “But  I 
don’t  know  all  of  the  ramifications 
of  this.  I  do  feel  that  we  need  to  do 
some  studies.” 

And  I  appreciated  syndicated  col- 
:  umnist  Tom  Teepen’s  newspaper  col- 
!  umn  defending  what  she  had  said. 

!  “It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  rea- 
j  sonable  person  finding  much  fault 

•  with  that,”  he  wrote.  “Legalizing 
I  drugs  would  cut  crime.  There  are 

other  ramifications.  Study  is  appro- 

•  priate.” 

•  I’m  not  ready  to  say  I  agree  or 
;  disagree  with  what  she  said.  Our 
:  United  Methodist  Social  Principles 
:  acknowledge  a  linkage  between  ille- 
:  gal  drugs  and  crime  but  don’t  go  on 

to  posit  any  benefit  from  proposed 
legalization  of  drugs. 

Still,  I  admire  Dr.  Elders’  plain 
talk. 

The  Washington  press  corps,  to 
whom  she  was  speaking  as  an  invited 
guest,  isn’t  accustomed  to  people  like 
:  this  plain-talking  Arkansas  United 
Methodist.  You  want  the  truth,  she 
.seems  to  say,  you’re  gonna  get  it— at 
i least  as  I  see  the  truth. 

For  contrast,  note  these  recent  re- 
imarks  by  Bennett  S.  LeBow,  chair- 
:man  of  the  corporate  body  that 
'owns  Liggett  and  Meyers,  longtime 
leading  manufacturers  of  cigarettes 
and  other  tobacco  products. 

In  sworn  defense  testimony  as 
part  of  a  class-action  suit  against  to- 
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bacco  manufacturers,  Mr.  LeBow 
was  asked  if  he  had  read  a  Surgeon 
General’s  report  dealing  with  smok¬ 
ing  and  health  or  if  he  had  read  an 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
report  on  smoke  and  health. 

A.  Never  read  it. 

Q.  And  I  assume  you  don’t  have 
any  knowledge  on  the  subject? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge. 

Q.  And  basically  no  interest  in  ac¬ 
quiring  any  knowledge? 

A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  As  I  understand  your  position, 
generally,  that  kind  of  issue  is  some¬ 
body  else’s  battle,  and  you’re  going 
to  do  your  thing,  as  long  as  it  is  legal 
to  do  it? 

A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  And  make  as  much  money  as 
you  can  while  you’re  doing  it? 

A.  I’m  a  businessman. 

This  is  plain  talk,  too.  But  can 
you  believe  this  guy,  even  when  he’s 
speaking  under  oath? 

I’d  love  to  see  Dr.  Elders  and 
Chairman  LeBow  duke  it  out,  verbal¬ 
ly,  on  smoking  and  health  and  tobac- 
co-as-drugs.  Let  her  light  into  him 
from  her  Methodist  heritage  of  tobac¬ 
co  abstinence  and  he’d  be  smoked! 


What  others  are  saying 


“Solitude  and  prayer  keep  our 
Christian  life  from  becoming  play 
acting  and  pretension.” 

— Bishop  David  J.  Lawson,  Bloo¬ 
mington,  Ill. 


“As  we  look  at  the  ministry  of  the 
people  of  God  in  and  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  the  gathered  church, 
it  is  important  to  remind  ourselves 
that  lay  persons  look  to  the  church 
for  guidance  and  for  experiences 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Publisher  Editor  Faith  Forum  Editor 

Darrell  L.  Bryant  Kay  Fielder 

Conference  Editions  Local  Editions 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and 
1  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce 
SL  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The 
Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's  gen¬ 
eral  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  produce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and 
!  significance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  provide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opinions  of 
the  newspaper's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the 
author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 


Faith  forum 


DECEMBER  24,  1993 


Tot's  giving  conveys  big  message 


By  GARY  K1NDLEY 

Often  the  smallest  acts  of  kind¬ 
ness  convey  the  most  powerful  mes¬ 
sages  of  love,  faith,  and  Christian 
discipleship. 

One  such  act  would  have  been 
missed  by  anyone  not  looking  close¬ 
ly  at  the  little  boy.  His  example 
came  in  the  midst  of  hurried  shop¬ 
pers  and  jammed  parking  lots  under 
blustery  skies. 

The  scene  was  familiar  enough:  a 
melodious  bell  rang  urgently  out¬ 
side  a  shopping  mall.  The  familiar 
kettle  was  watched  over  by  a  uni¬ 
formed  member  of  The  Salvation 
Army.  The  3-year-old  approached 
holding  his  mother’s  hand. 

You  could  see  by  the  look  on  her 
face  that  the  boy’s  mother  was  al¬ 
ready  concentrating  on  what  she 
would  buy  once  inside  the  store. 
She,  too,  saw  the  uniformed  man 
with  his  wide  smile  and  cheeks  rud¬ 
dy  from  the  wind.  Having  already 
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made  their  annual  contribution,  she 
didn’t  give  him  any  further  thought 
as  she  attempted  to  walk  by. 

Then  the  mother’s  pace  was 
slowed  by  the  tug  of  her  young 
charge’s  hand.  The  boy  steered 
them  so  that  their  path  would  take 
them  alongside  the  kettle.  The 
mother  had  not  yet  noticed  that, 
with  his  other  hand,  the  boy  was 
digging  into  his  pocket. 

He  found  the  object  of  his  search. 


a  quarter  given  him  that  morning 
by  a  family  friend.  It  had  been  the 
friend’s  way  of  saying,  “Merry 
Christmas.”  Now,  the  gift  was 
about  to  be  passed  on. 

Without  prompting  from  his 
mother,  without  any  encouragement 
or  prodding  at  all,  the  tot  placed  his 
quarter  into  the  kettle  and  smiled  up 
at  the  bell-ringing  man. 

“God  bless  you!”  the  man  said. 

Tears  welled  in  the  mother’s  eyes 
as  she  realized  what  had  just  oc¬ 
curred.  Inside  the  doorway,  she 
stopped  and  bent  down  to  look  into 
her  son’s  face. 

“Honey,  why  did  you  do  that?”, 
she  asked. 

He  responded  with  words  that  I 
will  always  remember: 

“So  the  poor  people  won’t  get 
sick.” 

Perhaps  this  child’s  actions  will 
cause  us  to  reconsider  how  we  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas  this  year. 


Grace,  not  means,  matters  in  baptism 


By  CHARLES  M.  HILL 

Today  baptism  as  a  means  of 
grace  has  become  a  contentious 
nightmare.  What  a  shame,  \yhat  an 
unnecessary  burden  for  the  church 
to  carry. 

Let  us  move  the  debate  out  of  le¬ 
gal  mechanics  where  it  seems  to  re¬ 
side  and  into  the  realm  of  grace 
which  baptism  symbolizes. 

Like  a  mother’s  bathing  of  her 
baby,  this  ablution  is  a  token  of  di¬ 
vine  love.  That  love  is  there  with  or 
without  the  token.  Baptism  can 
never  be  the  only  means  of  grace, 
no  matter  how  or  when  performed. 
It  includes  people  in,  but  its  ab¬ 
sence  cannot  fence  them  out. 

Let  us  consider  baptism  as  trans- 
generational  grace.  It  bridges  both 
biological  and  evangelical  genera¬ 
tions.  Whether  one  receives  it  soon 
after  biological  birth  or  spiritual 
birth,  it  does  the  same  thing.  It 
bridges  the  gap  between  what  is  not 
and  what  is  recognized  as  Christian. 

The  key  word  is  “recognized,”  a 
verb  that  implies  a  bigger  reality  in 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Charles 
M.  Hill  of  New¬ 
burgh ;  Indiana,  is  a 
retired  clergy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  South  In¬ 
diana  Annual 
Conference. 


essence.  Grace  was  already  there  be¬ 
fore  we  recognized  it  in  baptism. 
Baptism  is  our  catching  up  to  where 
God  already  is. 

Bridges  are  very  helpful  things. 
Jesus’  baptism  was  a  trans-testa- 
mental  bridge  linking  him  to  the 
law  and  the  prophets. 

People  today  grasp  at  baptism  as 
a  psychological  bridge.  It  helps 
make  faith-grace  real  for  them. 

Trans-generational,  trans-testa- 
mental,  trans-psychic,  and  perhaps 
trans-cendent,  baptism  is  a  mystery 
beyond  human  ken. 

God  cannot  be  contained  in  a  box, 
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nor  his  grace  in  a  bowl.  Humans 
would  do  well  not  to  be  too  precise 
about  this  thing.  Arguments  over 
grace  are  a  contradiction  in  terms. 

What  to  do,  then?  Not  much, 
probably.  Let  people  experience 
baptism  as  they  will.  Like  the  eu¬ 
nuch’s  question  in  Acts  9:36,  what 
is  to  prevent  it? 

The  Society  of  Friends  uses  no 
water  at  all  and  yet  they  are  accept¬ 
ed  as  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 
Counting  and  qualifying,  we  miss 
the  beauty  and  the  art  of  this  thing. 

The  New  Testament  is  flexible  on 
baptism.  Humans  could  aspire  to  be 
as  much  so. 
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Bless  one 
who  grieves 
with  a  call 

I  would  like  to  add  to  the  very 
helpful  ideas  presented  by  Mary  A. 
Bailey  in  her  recent  Reporter  article: 
on  bereaved  parents. 

Perhaps  the  best  help  I  received- 
was  to  learn  that  even  though  I; 
thought  I  knew  my  wife  thoroughly, 
after  25  years  of  marriage  we  still 
reacted  to  the  severe  shock  of  our 
son’s  death  quite  differently. 

The  strangest  thing  to  learn  (and 
the  hardest  for  Reporter  readers  to 
accept)  is  this: 

Nearly  all  the  bereaved  parents 
who  had  a  strong  church  relation¬ 
ship  emphasized  that  they  got  much 
less  support  and  care  from  their 
church  family  than  from  secular  re¬ 
lationships.  Even  the  ordained  min¬ 
isters  gave  very  little  of  their  time, 
let  alone  help  for  the  grieving. 

If  you  would  really  enjoy  doing 
something  Christ-like,  call  a  grieving 
(or  lonely)  person  on  Christmas 
morning  and  just  say  “I  want  you  to 
know  I’m  thinking  about  you.”  Or 
call  someone  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  or 
Valentine’s  Day,  or  their  deceased 
child’s  birthday,  or  the  anniversary 
of  the  child’s  death,  or  Mother’s  Day. 

Thanks  to  the  Reporter  for  help¬ 
ing  us  find  more  ways  of  showing 
love  through  action. 

Dean  Clark 

Bossier  City,  Louisiana 

About  Access  Sunday  . . . 

I  noted  in  a  recent  issue  a  “Here  1 
Stand”  article  on  Access  Sunday.  I 
am  grateful  to  hear  another  voice 
join  in  to  remove  barriers  for  per¬ 
sons  with  handicapping  conditions. 

However,  I  believe  we  aren’t  clear 
in  our  understanding  of  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  purpose  of  Access  Sunday.  I 
suggest  our  work  for  this  mission 
needs  continued  support  and  educa¬ 
tion  to  achieve  its  aim. 

When  Access  Sunday  is  seen  as  a 
time  to  celebrate  and  recognize  per¬ 
sons  with  handicaps,  we  are  patroniz¬ 
ing  and  separating  rather  than  being 
inclusive.  We  want  to  be  inclusive. 
Persons  with  handicaps  have  no  need 
to  prove  ourselves  capable. 

Access  Sunday  was  designed  as  a 
time  for  the  church  to  celebrate  that 
the  church  is  becoming  inclusive 
(and  perhaps  rededicate  itself  to 
working  harder  for  inclusiveness). 
Carolyn  Knowles 
White  Marsh,  Maryland 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 
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where  they  can  be  renewed  and  sus¬ 
tained  in  their  ministry.  Clergy 
need  help  in  their  roles  of  teaching 
and  counseling  lay  ministers.” 

— Julian  Dyke,  quoted  by  the  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones  in  “Perspective.” 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  she  gave  birth  to  her  first¬ 
born  son  and  wrapped  him  in  bands 
of  cloth,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger, 
because  there  was  no  place  for  them 
in  the  inn.”(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  1:20) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  26 
Christmastide 
Sunday:  Psalms  148:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  148:7-14 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  6 1 : 1 0- 1 1 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  62:1-3 
Thursday:  Luke  2:22-32 
Friday:  Luke  2:33-40 
Saturday:  Galatians  4:4-7 


Nurturing 

Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant,  in  home, 
spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your  entire  congregation 
beyond  the  worship  experience. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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shares  joy,  peace 
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“Thanks  be  to  God  for  that  gift  of  LOVE!  Many 
times  during  these  December  days  our  imaginations 
will  take  us  back  across  20  centuries  to  the  little 
town  of  Bethlehem  in  Judea,  and  we  shall  kneel 
again  in  reverence  before  a  manger  in  a  stable  in 
that  place.  The  one  who  was  bom  there,  and  whose 
coming  into  the  world  we  are  celebrating,  is  the 
ultimate  expression  of  God’s  love  for  the  world. 

“  ‘God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
Son.’  God  grant  that  we,  who  have  been  touched  by 
that  love,  shall  be  channels  of  that  saving,  forgiving, 
caring  and  transforming  love  into  the  lives  of 
others. 

“Thanks  be  to  God  for  that  gift  of  JOY!  The 
angel  proclaimed  at  his  birth,  ‘I  bring  you  good 
news  of  a  great  joy.’ 

“May  that  joy  of  which  the  angel  spoke,  a  joy  that 
transcends  all  external  happenings  and 
circumstances,  be  the  experience  of  all  who 
celebrate  this  event.  God  grant  that  we,  who  know 
that  joy,  shall  bless  all  persons  and  relationships 
with  it. 

“Thanks  be  to  God  for  that  gift  of  PEACE!  At 
Jesus’  birth  the  heavenly  hosts  sang  of  ‘peace  on 
earth.’  God  grant  that  we,  who  have  received  that 
peace  which  passes  all  understanding  in  times  of 
conflict,  sorrow  and  trouble,  shall  be  those  who  live 
and  lead  toward  a  vision  of  peace  throughout  the 
whole  creation. 

“Thanks  be  unto  God  for  the  gifts  of 
love,  joy  and  peace  through  Jesus,  the 
Christ.” 
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WASHINGTON — Christmas  is  a  time  of  gratitude 
for  God’s  gift  of  Jesus — the  ultimate  gift  of  love,  joy 
and  peace — to  the  world,  said  Bishop  C.P.  Minnick 
Jr.  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  in  a  Christmas  message  to  United 
Methodists. 

“  Thanks  be  to  God  for  God’s  inexpressible  gift.’ 

“These  words  of  Saint  Paul  gather  up  the 
dominant  mood  and  the  central  meaning  of 
Christmas,’’  Bishop  Minnick  said. 

“That  mood  is  gratitude  for  the  awesome  wonder 
of  it  all!  That  central  meaning  is  God’s  inexpressible 
gift  of  Jesus,  the  Christ,  to  the  world. 
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At  Christmas,  all  Chistendom  focuses  on 
the  birth  of  Jesus  some  2,000  years  ago  in 
Bethlehem.  Israel  today  is  a  land  of 
contrasts:  peace  and  war,  crowded  cities 
and  quiet  hills,  contemporary 
sophistication  and  ages-old  traditions.  At 
top,  a  camel  rider  pauses  by  the  Dead 
Sea.  Above,  a  Palestinian  woman  helps 
with  the  harvest.  Above  right,  a  young  boy 
sells  his  wares  in  the  crowded  market. 


The  land  of  Jesus'  birth  is  the 
cradle  of  three  major  world 
religions:  Judaism,  Christianity 
and  Islam.  Immediately  above, 

Jews,  Muslims  and  Christians 
celebrate  their  faith.  At  left, 

Christian  churches  dot  the  hills 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives  where 
Jesus  prayed  shortly  before  his 
crucifixion.  At  right,  an  Israeli  5 

soldier  guards  the  “Wailing  £ 

Wall,"  the  last  remnant  of  King  § 

Solomon's  temple  in  Jerusalem. 
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BISHOP  STEPS  IN:  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Monk  Bryan  has  been 
named  interim  vice  president  of  The  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Evangelism,  an  affiliate  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipieship.  He  succeeds 
the  Rev.  Curtis  R.  Schofield,  who  is  returning 
to  the  pastorate  as  of  Jan.  1.  Retired  Bishop 
Earl  G.  Hunt  continues  as  the  foundation’s 
president. 

SINGERS  CHOSEN:  The  Wesleyan 
Singers  of  United  Methodist-related  Texas 
Wesleyan  University  will  perform  the  liturgy  of 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  in  the  Russian 
language  Jan.  8  in  Moscow.  By  doing  so,  they 
will  become  the  first  American  choir  to  sing  in 
that  church’s  services.  The  date  also  marks  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Christmas  Day. 

TO  HEAD  STUDY:  Bette  T.  T rumble  of 

Springfield,  Neb.,  will  lead  a  major  study  of 
United  Methodism’s  future  mission  and  struc¬ 
ture  being  conducted  by  the  denomination’s 
chief  coordinating  agency.  She  replaces  the 
Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
who  in  October  resigned  from  the  chairman¬ 
ship,  the  task  force  and  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

CORRECTION:  A  recent  news  story  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Reporter  naming  1993-94  recipi¬ 
ents  of  the  Crusade  Scholarships  indicated  that 
the  scholarships  are  awarded  to  “persons  from 
racial  and  ethnic  groups  within  the  U.S.”  The 
correct  phrase  should  be,  “The  scholarships 
are  earmarked  for  graduate-level  studies  by 
persons  from  churches  in  nations  other  than 
the  U.S.,  and  by  Pacific/ Asian,  black,  Hispanic 
or  Native  American  persons  within  the  U.S.” 
The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 

UMR  announces 
structure  changes 

DALLAS— Publisher  Ronand  P.  Patterson 
announced  a  management  restructure  for  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  last  week,  effective 
Jan.  3. 

Three  men  and  two  women  along  with  Dr. 
Patterson  will  be  on  a  new  general  management 
team. 

Newly  named  vice  presidents/division  heads 
are  Bruce  A.  Baily,  Church  Relations  and  Ser¬ 
vices;  Richard  L.  Beaty,  Finances  and  Opera¬ 
tions,  and  John  A.  Lovelace,  News  and 
Information  Services. 

Sharon  Foley  was  promoted  to  director  of 
production,  and  Ronda  Fossee  was  promoted  to 
director  of  manufacturing  and  distribution. 

Joining  them  on  UMR’s  Quality  Steering 
Council  will  be  the  Rev.  Richard  P.  Stark,  asso¬ 
ciate  publisher;  Douglas  F.  Cannon,  director  of 
conference  services,  and  Patricia  Strohschein, 
manager  of  human  resources. 

Dr.  Patterson  said  that,  among  other  benefits, 
the  new  structure  builds  the  organization 
around  a  Total  Quality  Management  approach 
and  establishes  a  customer  service  component. 


Couple  hopes  gift  endows  church  future 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

BELLEVILLE,  Ill.— Her  faith  in  the 
church’s  future  and  her  vision  of  what  that 
future  ought  to  be  are  Dr.  Polly  Teagle’s 
legacy  to  the  church  she  has  loved  and 
served  all  her  life. 

Dr.  Teagle  is  dying  of  liver  cancer.  She 
may  not  survive  long  enough  to  read  this 
story. 

Despite  her  rapidly  deteriorating  condi¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Teagle,  an  internist,  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  Dr.  Ernest  Teagle,  a  vascular 
surgeon,  granted  this  reporter  a  two-day 
visit  in  their  southern  Illinois  home.  There 
they  announced  their  gift  in  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  endow  a  Class 
Leaders  Institute  for  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

A  means  to  a  future 

The  Teagles  stressed,  however,  that 
what  they  wish  to  convey  to  the  church 
isn’t  so  much  the  gift  of  money  as  it  is 
their  belief  in  Class  Leaders  as  a  means  for 
the  church  to  have  a  future. 

Class  Leaders  offers  a  plan  for  clergy 
and  laypeople  to  share  pastoral  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  spiritual  formation  of  congre¬ 
gations,  similar  to  that  originated  by 
Methodism’s  founder,  John  Wesley  (see 
related  story  below). 

The  Teagles  acknowledged  that  their  30- 
year  friendship  with  the  Rev.  David 
Lowes  Watson,  a  leading  current  interpret¬ 
er  of  the  concepts  of  Class  Leaders,  played 
a  role  in  their  gift. 


Ernest  and  Polly  Teagle 


Dr.  Watson,  professor  of  congregational 
life  and  Christian  formation  at  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Seminary  in 
Washington,  pioneered  the  concept  of 
Class  Leaders  and  another  spiritual  forma¬ 
tion  technique,  Covenant  Discipieship, 
while  on  the  staff  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipieship. 

Covenant  Discipieship  involves  Chris¬ 
tians’  participation  in  small  groups  which 
hold  their  members  accountable  for  the 
consistent  performance  of  acts  of  worship, 
devotion,  compassion  and  justice. 

The  Teagles  said  they  came  upon  the  idea 
of  the  endowment  after  attending  the  inau¬ 
gural  seminar  on  Class  Leaders  last  May  at 
United  Methodist-related  Duke  University 
Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C. 


“We  wanted  to  make  the  denomination¬ 
wide  convocation  permanent,”  Polly  said. 

“We  wanted  it  to  be  available  for  the  re¬ 
juvenation  of  Class  Leaders,  for  them  to 
gain  understanding,  to  train  more  Class 
Leaders,  to  bring  in  those  who  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  the  regional  training.” 

Ernie  pointed  out  that  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Discipline,  the  collection  of 
church  law,  restored  the  optional  office  of 
Class  Leader  to  local  congregations  in  1988. 

The  legislation  for  that  restoration  was 
initiated  by  Korean-American  United 
Methodists  in  the  Northern  New  Jersey 
Annual  Conference.  They  were  led  by  the 
Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim,  then  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  now  resident  bishop  of  the 
New  York  West  Area. 

“The  Discipline  allows  any  United 
Methodist  congregation  to  structure  itself 
along  Class  Leader  lines,”  Ernie  said. 

Emphasis  on  spiritual  formation 

He  added  that  Class  Leaders’  value  is  its 
emphasis  on  spiritual  formation  rather 
than  on  management  or  program. 

“We’ve  been  disillusioned  by  the  way 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has  tried  to 
correct  its  decline  through  systems  man¬ 
agement  approaches,”  Ernie  said.  “It’s  ob¬ 
vious  those  aren’t  working. 

The  Teagles  said  they  chose  to  have 
their  gift  housed  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington  because,  as  Ernie  put  it, 
“Wesley  has  committed  itself  to  the  re¬ 
newal  of  lay  leadership  and  to  change  cler- 


iV  Class  Leaders 
HJInstifute 


What:  A  denomination  wide 
convocation  to  provide  ongoing 
support  and  training  for 
j  laypeople  to  serve  as  spiritual 
guides. 

Where:  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington. 

When:  Annually  beginning 
in  1995. 

Who:  An  advisory  committee 
will  guide  the  Institute. 

i  How:  The  Institute  has  been 
founded  through  an  endowment 
given  by  United  Methodist 
laypeople,  Drs.  Polly  and  Ernest 
;  Teagle  of  Belleville,  III. 

Why:  The  Institute  supports 
the  concept  of  laity  and  clergy 
sharing  pastoral  responsibility 
i  for  the  spiritual  formation 
of  congregations. 


ical  leadership  in  the  church.” 

‘‘As  a  surgeon,  I  use  medical  terms,”  he 
continued.  ‘‘I  think  the  church  is  ‘in  extre¬ 
mis’  [near  death].  Experimental  measures 
are  called  for.” 

Polly  added:  “We’re  willing  for  the 
fund’s  advisory  committee  to  take  some 
chances.  We  know  there  are  risks  in¬ 
volved.  All  we  want  is  for  the  money  to  be 
used  for  the  glory  of  God.” 


Class  Leaders  feel 
sense  of  urgency 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


BELLEVILLE,  III. — Class  Leaders  (from  left)  Bob  Dintelmann,  Frances  Tegtmeier,  |udy  Eckert  and 
Bob  O'Neal  share  a  moment  after  worship  at  Union  United  Methodist  Church.  They,  along  with 
Gene  Miller  (not  pictured)  are  Union’s  first  Class  Leaders  (see  related  story  at  left). 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BELLEVILLE,  Ill.— Some  of 
the  first  Class  Leaders  at  Union 
United  Methodist  Church  have 
definite  ideas  about  spreading 
the  practice  of  clergy  and  laypeo- 
ple  sharing  pastoral  ministry. 

“I  think  it  has  to  be  done,”  as¬ 
serted  Frances  Tegtmeier  on  her 
way  to  Sunday  school.  “We  have 
to  bring  people  back  to  the  church 
and  we  have  to  try  everything.” 

Bob  O’Neal,  a  fellow  member  of 
Mrs.  Tegtmeier’s  class,  agreed. 

“What  Class  Leaders  says  is 
that  we’re  really  going  to  take  se¬ 
riously  being  God’s  family,  be¬ 
cause  the  biological  family  seems 
to  be  disintegrating,”  said  the 
former  professional  baseball 
player. 

Union  United  Methodist 
Church  is  one  of  six  sites  selected 
for  monitoring  how  Class  Lead¬ 
ers  fares  across  the  broader 
church.  Others  are: 

f  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bethel  Park,  Pa.; 

S  Duke  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Durham, 
N.C.; 


•f  Belmont  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nashville; 

•/  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Yuba  City,  Calif. 

Yuba  City  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Yuba  City,  Calif. 

In  addition,  said  the  Rev.  Phyl¬ 
lis  Tyler-Wayman,  Bishop  Hae- 
Jong  Kim  (New  York  West  Area) 
has  introduced  the  Korean-Ameri¬ 
can  model  of  Class  Leaders  to  the 
two  annual  conferences  he  serves: 
Western  New  York  and  North 
Central  New  York. 

Dr.  Tyler-Wayman  directs  the 
Class  Leaders  program  for  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pieship  in  Nashville. 

“Bishop  Kim’s  model  is  being 
well  received,”  she  said.  “He  even 
has  written  a  ‘how-to’  guidebook.” 

The  practice  of  Class  Leaders 
also  has  been  common  in  the  Af¬ 
rican-American  church  tradition, 
she  added. 

The  spiritual  formation  tech¬ 
niques  of  Class  Leaders  and  its 
earlier  companion  program,  Cove¬ 
nant  Discipieship,  have  been  de¬ 


veloped  by  the  Rev.  David  Lowes 
Watson. 

For  the  past  decade,  Dr.  Watson 
has  worked  to  adapt  the  spiritual 
formation  techniques  of  Method¬ 
ism’s  founder,  John  Wesley,  to 
contemporary  needs  of  the  church. 


An  endowment  from  Drs.  Polly 
and  Ernest  Teagle  of  Belleville,  Ill., 
will  fund  a  Class  Leaders  Institute 
at  Wesley  seminary  (see  accompa¬ 
nying  stories  above  and  below). 

Wesley  will  innaugurate  the 
Class  Leaders  Institute  in  1995. 


More  information  on  Class 
Leaders  may  be  obtained  from  Dr. 
Tyler-Wayman  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipieship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1 . 1 5  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $15  additional  plus  add  $9.20  for  8 
words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we 
insert  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

MINISTER  TO  YOUTH/DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministry  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban 
church.  Full-time  position,  excellent  facilities,  mul¬ 
tiple  staff.  Work  with  parents  and  youth  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  strengthen  comprehensive  ministry  to/with 
youth.  Experience  ana  training  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Chapel  Hill  UMC,  2717  W. 
Hefner  Rd„  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120. 

istry  wanted  for  a  1000-member  congregation  in 
East  Texas.  Needs  to  have  experience  in  youth  and 
children's  ministries  and  the  ability  to  direct  the 
chancel  choir.  Salary  will  be  negotiated  according 
to  experience  level.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Richard 
Hume,  Hardy  Memorial  UMC,  1401  W.  7th  St, 
Texarkana,  1a  75501. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seeking 

full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing  youth  pro¬ 
gram  in  church  of  2200  members.  Contact:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer  628,  Lake 
Jackson,  TX  77566.  (409)  297-3046.  J 

ORGANIST/ACCOMPANIST  POSITION,  West 

University  United  Methodist  Church,  3611  Uni¬ 
versity  Boulevard,  Houston,  TX  77005.  (713)  666- 
8111.  Contact:  Lynne  Jackson.  Part-time  position. 
Two  Sunday  morning  worship  services.  One  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  rehearsal.  Salary  negotiable  depending 
upon  experience  and  additional  duties  assumed. 

RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  planning  to  re¬ 
tire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas 
area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time  work  with 
“Care  Ministry”  and  “Education  Ministry?"  If  so, 
please  send  your  inquiry  and/or  resume  to:  Christ 
of  the  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  700  Balearic 
Road  #43,  Hot  Springs  Village,  AR  71909,  Attn: 
R.T.  Jarrell. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

to  assume  and  expand  program  (80+  active  JR 
and  SR  high  youth)  of  multi-staff,  2500-member 
congregation.  Strong  youth  council/adult  sponsors, 
summer  intern.  Experience  preferred.  Salary  and 
benefits  based  on  experience  and  education.  Call  or 
write  for  application/job  description:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  707,  Longview,  TX 
75606.  (903)753-4463. 

YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  available 
January  1.  Negotiable  salary/job  description.  Send 
resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar.  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938-6622. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  Minister 
of  Music.  Contact:  SPRC,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  416  S.  Bonner,  Jacksonville,  TX  75766. 

VACATION  IN  PARK  CITY,  UTAH  Ski/golfl 
hike.  UM  family  will  rent  out  private  room  in 
Park  City  condo.  All  money  supports  building 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  wanted  for  3400-member  conservative  con- 

fund  to  get  their  new  UM  churchout  of  shopping 
mall.  Contact:  Dave  or  Ann  Williams,  P.O.  Box 
1512,  Park  City  UT  84060.  (801)  649-3395 

education  or  equivalent  and  a  minimum  of  5  years 
experience.  Large,  active,  and  growing  program 
with  excellent  facilities.  Multiple  staff  church,  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  most  comprehensive  ministry  possi¬ 
ble.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Requires  excellent 
administrative  ability,  successful  children  and  adult 
Christian  education  track  record,  commitment  to 
training  lay  volunteers,  knowledge  of  multiple  cur¬ 
riculum  resources.  Contact:  Rev.  Richard  M.  Free¬ 
man,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX 
76714-7736.  Phone:  (817)  772-5630. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(2 10)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesvifle,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 
0573. 

STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Louisville  First 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  to  fill  the 
above  position.  Interested  persons  should  contact: 
Grady  Bailey.  Jr.,  Pastor,  at  (601)  773-8064  (office) 
or  (601)  773-5539  (home)  or  may  write  Rev.  Bailey 
at:  Post  Office  Box  523,  Louisville,  MS  39339. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  POSITION  open  at  the 
Desert  Southwest  United  Methodist  Foundation. 
Starts  March  1 ,  1994.  Send  or  fax  resume  by  Janu¬ 
ary  15,  1994  to:  Administrative  Assistant,  Desert 
Southwest  United  Methodist  Foundation,  2633  E. 
Indian  School  Road,  Suite  402,  Phoenix,  A Z 
85016-6763.  Fax:  (602)  957-6022. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist.  Bus¬ 
es,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (800)  330-3622. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  an  experienced  Program 
Director/DCE  with  700-member  SW  Florida  coast 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S/YOUNG  ADULT 

UMC.  Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to: 
507  W.  Marion  Ave.,  Punta  Gorda,  FL  33950. 

ing  a  young  adult  for  ministry  to  children  and  their 
families.  Must  have  a  degree  in  Christian  education 
with  some  experience,  preferably  in  a  large  church. 
Send  resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson,  First-Centenary 
UMC.  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401 . 

PROJECT  ARCHIVIST.  TWELVE  MONTH  po¬ 
sition,  $20,000  plus  benefits.  Contact:  Personnel 
Officer,  General  Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory,  P.O.  Box  127,  Madison.  NJ  07940.  (201)  822- 
2787.  Application  deadline  January  1 5,  1994. 

Season  of  hope  outshines  imminent  death 


If  Polly  and  Ernie  had  been  the  innkeepers  in 
Bethlehem,  Jesus  would  never  have  been  born  in  a 
stable! 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

BELLEVILLE,  Ill.— An  enor- 
mous  Christmas  tree  twinkled  mer¬ 
rily  in  one  corner  of  Polly  and  Ernie 
Teagle’s  snug  living  room. 

Like  the  pine  garland,  holly  and 
red  ribbons  that  their  daughters  had 
strung  along  the  front  porch,  the 
tree  symbolized  hope  and  victory. 

Polly,  suffering  from  liver  cancer, 
lay  on  the  sofa,  not  about  to  allow 
her  imminent  death  to  overshadow 
the  season  of  her  Savior’s  birth. 

Hence,  at  her  expressed  wishes, 
her  family  proceeded  with  hanging 
Christmas  decorations,  baking 
Christmas  cookies,  wrapping  pres¬ 
ents  for  the  needy — and  welcoming 
this  stranger. 

Nativity  essays 

Polly  slipped  in  and  out  of  con¬ 
sciousness  as  Ernie  read  aloud  to  us 
from  essays  on  the  Nativity.  Sitting 
near  them  before  their  cheerily  glow¬ 
ing  fireplace,  I  marveled  again  at  the 
Teagle  family’s  faith  and  courage. 

Church  members  had  told  me  how 
the  Teagle  home  for  more  than  30 
years  has  been  an  oasis  for  those  on 

Seven  peace  and 
justice  grants  made 

The  largest  of  seven  Peace  With 
Justice  grants  awarded  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  this  fall  con¬ 
tributed  to  funding  a  program  of 
peace  advocates  in  Haiti. 

The  grants,  totaling  $17,000,  in¬ 
cluded  $5,000  for  “Cry  for  Justice: 
Non-violent  Presence  in  Haiti.” 


the  sojourn  of  faith.  Whether  their 
visitors  were  believers  or  doubters, 
non-Christian  or  Christian  of  any 
stripe,  the  example  of  Christ  spurred 
Polly  and  Ernie  to  ever-present  hos¬ 
pitality,  said  their  friends. 

If  Polly  and  Ernie  had  been  the 
innkeepers  in  Bethlehem,  Jesus 
would  never  have  been  bom  in  a 
stable! 

Often  that  weekend  I  hung  back, 
trying  hard  not  to  intrude  on  their 
privacy,  so  concious  of  the  privilege 
I’d  been  granted  to  be  with  them. 
Yet  each  time  I  hesitated,  some 
family  member  beckoned  me  into 
their  circle. 

I  did  little  to  tend  Polly.  That 
wasn’t  my  place.  Yet  what  little  I 
did,  and  the  mere  fact  of  my  pres¬ 
ence,  seemed  to  be  holy  service  of 
the  highest  order. 

Probed  deeper 

I  probed  deeper  into  the  Teagles’ 
faith  by  interviewing  friends  and 
family. 

From  them  I  learned  that  the 
Teagles’  gift  (see  related  stories 
above)  and  their  vision  for  the 
church  spring  from  Polly’s  Method¬ 
ist  family  heritage  and  from  the 
Teagles’  lifelong  service. 

Among  Polly’s  fondest  memories 
of  her  Methodist  heritage  are  those 
of  her  grandmother,  a  lay  preacher. 

“She’d  go  out  into  the  woods, 
find  a  stump,  stand  on  it  and  preach 


until  she  felt  she  had  a  sermon 
worth  listening  to,”  a  smiling  Polly 
told  me  at  one  point. 

Over  the  years,  Polly  and  Ernie 
have  been  leading  laypeople  at  all 
levels  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  including  their  own  congre¬ 
gation,  in  countless  formal  and  in¬ 
formal  ways. 

The  Teagles’  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Smith,  told  me  that  Polly  re¬ 
tired  from  medical  practice  in  De¬ 
cember  1992  with  two  goals: 
founding  a  medical  clinic  for  the 
needy  in  Belleville  and  giving  more 
attention  to  the  five  AIDS  sufferers 
whom  she  treats  for  free. 

Two  months  after  she  retired,  he 
said,  Polly  was  diagnosed  with  liver 
cancer. 

“Both  Polly  and  Ernie  have  long 
been  associated  with  Neighborhood 
House  in  East  St.  Louis,  a  Women’s 
Division  project,”  Mr.  Smith  added. 
“And  they  regularly  tend  patients  at 
the  Catherine  Casper  Clinic  in  East 
St.  Louis,  which  was  founded  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.” 

Fighting  for  laypeople 

Polly  and  Ernie’s  daughter,  Deb¬ 
bie  Young,  told  me  that  their  gift 
accurately  reflects  how  they  have 
lived  in  the  faith. 

“Mom  was  always  down  here  (at 
Union  UMC),  fighting  for  laypeo¬ 
ple  to  be  in  leadership,”  Mrs. 
Young  said. 


These  past  few  months  the  Teagle 
home  has  become  the  site  of  regular 
Sunday  night  communion  presided 
over  by  one  of  their  many  clergy 
friends  and  open  to  all  who  care  to 
come.  The  communion  service  also 
has  been  an  occasion  for  Polly  to  be 
anointed  in  the  Christian  ritual  of 
healing. 

On  my  final  morning  in  Belle¬ 
ville,  as  I  tested  my  understanding 
of  all  that  I’d  heard  with  Ernie,  he 
blessed  me  with  a  trust. 

“Whatever  you  do  with  your  sto¬ 
ry  will  be  fine,”  Ernie  assured  me. 
“You’ve  given  Polly  hope.” 

The  truth  is,  however,  that  Polly 
and  Ernie  gave  me — and  all  of  us 
who  follow  Jesus — renewed  hope. 

Whatever  may  befall  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  years  to  come,  Polly  and 
Ernie  Teagle — and  those  who  will 
be  blessed  by  their  gift — stand  as 
witnesses  to  a  truth  best  expressed 
in  a  song  we  teach  our  children: 

"The  church  is  not  a  building 

"The  church  is  not  a  steeple, 

"The  church  is  not  a  resting  place, 

"The  church  is  a  people. 

"I  am  the  church!  You  are  the 
church! 

"We  are  the  church  together! 

"All  who  follow  Jesus,  all  around 
the  world, 

"Yes,  we’re  the  church  together. " 
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Louisiana  Conference  churches  charge  ahead  in  1993 


Louisiana  Conference  conducted 
a  successful  fund-raising  campaign 
to  make  a  vision  become  reality, 
hurricane  relief  continued  in  the 
Southern  parishes  and  three  new 
churches  were  building  or  getting 
buildings. 

The  VISION  2000  campaign 
brought  new  life  and  hope  for 
churches  for  the  coming  century.  It 
was  a  very  good  year  in  Louisiana 
for  these  and  many  other  reasons. 

Clergy  and  laity  all  over  the  state 
got  involved  in  the  campaign  to 
build  the  long-awaited  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth,  La.,  south  of 
Alexandria. 

During  a  six-month  campaign,  Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodists  pledged 
over  $6  million  to  build  the  center. 

The  Woodworth  building  site  was 
partially  cleared  and  plans  for  con¬ 
struction  were  begun. 

Center  round-up 

It  was  party-time,  western  style 
when  people  from  all  over  the  state 
gathered  at  the  Center  site  for  a 
round-up  on  March  6  to  breathe  the 
fresh  country  air  and  see  where 
buildings  would  be  in  the  future. 

Afterwards  they  went  to  the  Ra¬ 
pides  Parish  Coliseum  for  a  barbe¬ 
cue  and  musical  drama  that 
featured  Bishop  Oden  riding  into 
the  building  on  a  horse.  Esther  So- 
colofsky  wrote  and  directed  the 
fast-paced  presentation  that  includ¬ 
ed  adapted  Broadway  musical  songs 
like  “Building  What  Comes  Natur’l- 
ly”  and  “There’s  No  People  Like 
Methodist  People.” 

As  the  year  closed  financial  ar¬ 
rangements  are  being  made  and  Con¬ 
ference  Center  building  plans  drawn. 
The  town  of  Woodside  agreed  to  in¬ 
corporate  the  300  acres  thus  assuring 
that  the  Conference  Center  would 
have  water,  sewage,  garbage  collection 
and  fire  protection. 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  Conference 
Center  president,  and  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  project  coordinator, 
head  the  project.  One  North  Shore 
lay  person  donated  a  half  million 
dollars  during  the  campaign  to  raise 
$6  million.  The  James  F.  Justiss  Jr. 
Family  donated  an  entire  meeting 
area  in  the  central  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  building. 

Disaster  relief 

Hurricane  disaster  relief  in  the 
Southern  parishes  continued  at 
Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling 
Ministries  where  it  was  decided  to 
continue  ministering  to  the  area  af¬ 
ter  the  storm  relief  was  completed. 

Leading  in  the  Sager-Brown  min¬ 
istry  were  Sarah  Schoeffler,  disaster 
relief  chair;  Dr.  Gerald  Richardson, 
superintendent  of  the  Acadiana 
District  and  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  exec¬ 
utive  director,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  Rev.  Don  Morgan,  project  su¬ 
pervisor;  and  Sue  Pugh,  admin¬ 
istrative  assistant  who  coordinated 
hurricane  relief  with  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

UMCOR  appropriated  $2.5  mil¬ 
lion  for  1993  and  1994.  Cabinet 
members  had  work  days  there  as 
did  other  groups  from  throughout 
the  state. 

Volunteers  in  mission  groups 
continued  to  come  from  throughout 
the  United  States  to  work.  A  group 
from  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  came  to  Dulac 
on  an  unprecedented  mission  proj¬ 
ect  to  assist  with  disaster  relief. 

Indiana  Conference  and  UM¬ 
COR  gave  a  van  to  Sager-Brown  for 
use  in  its  ministries.  Lay  persons, 
such  as  Walter  Parker  of  Pontcha- 
toula,  were  constant  volunteers  in 
Baldwin. 

Seeing  opportunities  to  minister 
to  the  area,  it  was  decided  that 
Sager-Brown  would  become  a  per¬ 
manent  center  offering  volunteers 
opportunities  to  serve  after  hurri¬ 
cane  disaster  relief  was  completed. 

Growing  church 

Exciting  was  the  church  extension 
in  the  state.  Rev.  Greg  Davis,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  about  400  members  of  Fel¬ 
lowship  UMC,  Bossier  City,  held  a 
groundbreaking  on  Palm  Sunday 
for  their  first  two  buildings. 

Northwood  UMC  in  Lafayette 
where  Rev.  Bob  Deich  is  pastor 


conducted  its  groundbreaking  ser¬ 
vice  later  in  the  year. 

Buildings  were  purchased  for 
New  Church  in  Monroe,  now 
named  Hope  UMC.  Rev.  Larry 
Martin  is  pastor. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Church 
Extension  headed  by  Dr.  Jack 
O’Dell  with  Dr.  Cottrill  as  Confer¬ 
ence  staff  did  extensive  study  be¬ 
fore  “planting”  churches  in  the 
state. 

VISION  2000  workshops  in  Rus- 
ton  and  Baton  Rouge  in  January 
were  helpful  to  Serving,  Nurturing, 
Inviting  and  Celebrating  Congrega¬ 
tions. 

Local  congregations  in  the  state 
have  caught  glimpses  of  what  the 
church  can  be  and  positive  changes 
have  been  made.  The  enthusiasm 
seems  to  be  catching  as  ideas  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  annual  workshops  be¬ 
come  part  of  the  programs  of  local 
church  planning.  District  superin¬ 
tendents  heard  some  thrilling  re¬ 
sults  at  recent  Charge  Conferences. 

Quadrennium  plans 

Later  in  January,  1993,  the  Con¬ 
vocation  of  Boards  at  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge  brought  conference 
leaders  together  to  vision  for  the 
quadrennium  and  to  plan  specifi¬ 
cally  for  1993. 

In  February  Bishop  Oden  made 
national  news  when  he  represented 
World  Methodism  at  a  historic 
meeting  in  South  Africa  for  dia¬ 
logue  with  the  Anglican  church. 

There  were  also  opportunities  for 
dialogue  with  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu,  South  African  President 
DeKlerk  and  the  Zulu  chief. 

Foundation  progresses 

In  March,  Dr.  Ken  Reed,  execu¬ 
tive  director,  announced  that  dur¬ 
ing  1992  the  foundation’s  assets 
almost  doubled. 

That  momentum  continued 
through  1993  as  he  traveled  the 
state  speaking  to  churches  and  insti¬ 
tution  officials  about  ways  the  foun¬ 
dation  can  help  individuals  and 
local  churches  by  investing  their  re¬ 
sources. 

In  1993  the  foundation  experi¬ 
enced  another  excellent  year.  At 
year’s  end,  180  funds  are  being 
managed  for  local  churches  and 
Conference  institutions  in  the 
amount  of  $128  million. 

“We  are  happy  to  have  added 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  and  the  United  Methodist 
Men  to  the  list  of  Conference  institu¬ 
tions  for  which  we  manage  funds," 
Reed  said.  “It  has  been  our  great  joy 
to  set  up  a  church  loan  program 
which  began  this  year  on  a  limited  ba¬ 
sis  and  will  continue  in  1 994. 

The  church  also  attempted  to  get 
to  know  legislators  of  the  state  and 
to  encourage  positive  legislation 
that  carries  out  tenets  of  the  United 
Methodist  Discipline. 

Members  and  clergy  were  given  op¬ 
portunities  to  talk  with  Louisiana  leg¬ 
islators  at  “Methodist  Monday,”  the 
bishop’s  reception  held  on  opening 
day  of  the  state  legislative  session. 

Statewide  gambling 

Frustrating  in  the  state  during  the 
year  was  the  escalation  of  riverboat 
casinos  and  other  forms  of  gam¬ 
bling. 

Some  United  Methodists  made 
noble  stands  for  their  beliefs,  how¬ 
ever.  In  Monroe,  a  UM  lay  person, 
Fred  Huenefeld  led  the  opposition 
to  gambling  in  the  area  and  won. 
UM  clergy  and  other  laity  joined 
the  protest. 

In  New  Orleans  another  group  of 
UM  clergy  and  laity  unsuccessfully 
fought  riverboat  casino  gambling, 
but  their  voices  were  heard. 

In  Lake  Charles,  Mayor  Willie 
Mount,  an  active  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  vetoed  a 
vote  by  the  city  council  that  would 
have  allowed  casino  riverboats  to 
sell  liquor  after  2  a.m.  on  Sunday. 

Peace  with  Justice 

Louisiana  congregations  were 
challenged  by  the  almost  year-long 
stay  of  Dr.  Carol  Walker,  Peace 
with  Justice  educator.  Under  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  she  teaches  English  to 


Medical  supplies  were  delivered  by  Louisiana  clergy  when  they  vis¬ 
ited  the  Methodist  Church  of  Cuba.  FROM  LEFT  are:  Rev.  Tom 
Howe  of  New  Orleans;  Phil  Weigerin,  UMC  missionary  to  Cuba; 
Dr.  Jack  O'Dell  of  Ruston;  Bishop  Joel  Ajo,  bishop  of  Cuba  Method¬ 
ism;  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell  of  Alexandria;  Rev.  Jose  Garcia  of  Mooring- 
sport  and  Dr.  Henry  Blount  of  Alexandria. 


Choirs  like  this  one  at  Roberts  UM'~  in  Denham  Sprir 
tal  worship  services  in  Louisian  ches  this  year.  F 
Choir  performs  at  the  55th  anr 
by  friends  from  surrounding  a 
tor  and  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Da’ 


ded  to  vi- 
he  Senior 
celebration  sei  e  attended 
-e  B.  Gross  is  the  choir  direc¬ 
tor. 


teachers  in  China. 

Appalled  at  the  deaths  and  inju¬ 
ries  by  firearms  in  Louisiana  and 
elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  she 
urged  us  to  work  for  hand-gun  con¬ 
trol  legislation. 

She  also  entreated  our  active  in¬ 
volvement  in  other  justice  move¬ 
ments  and  distributed  buttons  that 
summed  up  her  message,  “If  you 
want  peace,  work  for  justice.” 

She  made  many  friends  as  she 
traveled  the  Conference.  We  will 
follow  her  activities  in  China  when 
she  returns  there  in  February  after 
visits  to  her  sponsoring  churches  in 
Southwest  Texas  Conference. 

Annual  Conference 

“Faith  Believes,  Faith  Accepts, 
Faith  Responds,”  was  the  theme  for 
the  23rd  Annual  Conference  sessions 
held  in  June  at  Centenary  College. 

Bishop  Oden  conducted  his  fifth 
conference.  Memorable  was  the  use 
of  a  live  exotic  bird  and  a  lily  in  a 
sermon  by  Dr.  Leonard  I.  Sweet, 
president  of  United  Theological 
Seminary.  During  the  Conference. 
Worship  services  were  held  in  First 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

It  was  a  nostalgic  time  for  many 
as  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  who  had 
recently  retired,  spoke  during  the 
Ordination  Service. 

Nineteen  Louisiana  UM  clergy 
retired  this  year. 

Russian  visit 

Led  by  Broadmoor  UMC  and 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  a 
group  from  the  Conference  went  to 
Ekaterinburg  during  the  summer  to 
instruct  in  techniques  of  Vacation 
Bible  School  teaching,  to  train 
teachers  for  the  primary  school  op¬ 
erated  by  the  Russian  church  and  to 
have  an  exchange  of  ideas. 

A  mother  and  a  teenager  from 
Lydia  Istomina’s  church  attended 
the  School  of  Christian  Mission 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women.  Our  own  talented  Louisi¬ 
ana  teachers,  including  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Oden  were  instructors  at  the 
school. 

Pat  Cobb,  of  New  Orleans,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Conference 
UMW.  Norma  Winegeart  is  the  re¬ 
tiring  president. 

Water  and  volunteers 

Fresh,  bottled,  drinking  water 
and  other  supplies  were  sent  to  the 
Midwest  for  clean-up  after  the 
flood.  Groups  of  volunteers  and 
staff  of  Sager-Brown  went  to  assist 
and  to  reciprocate  for  help  with  our 
hurricane  relief. 

Unique  is  the  environmental 
ministry  started  by  Reily  Memorial 
UMC  in  Collinston  as  a  result  of 
the  contribution  of  a  home  “Kalor- 
ama”  and  grounds  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  B.  Reily. 

Six  Louisiana  clergy  persons  went 
to  Cuba  at  the  request  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  there.  They  took  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  with  them.  They  visited 
churches,  institutions  and  talked 
with  the  people  including  a  UM 
missionary  stationed  there. 

Louisiana  Conference’s  Dr.  Math- 


Joe  Harding  to  speak  Jan.  8  and  Jan.  22 

VISION  2000  workshops  speakei  II  tell  churches 
ways  to  'lean  forward'  to  positive  image6  for  future 


Dr.  Joe  Harding  of  Nashville,  an 
author  and  the  director  of  evange¬ 
lism  for  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  in  Evangelism,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  and  one  of  the  In¬ 
viting  Congregation  leaders  at  the 
VISION  2000  workshops  Saturday, 


Dr.  Joe  Harding 


Jan.  8,  in  the  Cajun  Dome,  La¬ 
fayette,  and  Saturday,  Jan.  22,  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport.  Both 
sessions  will  be  held  from  9:30  a.m. 
to  4  p.m. 


eny  of  Hammond,  conducted  a  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  UM  Judicial  Council  as  it 
tackled  some  difficult  issues  this  year. 

Laity  served 

Throughout  the  Conference,  the 
clergy  inspired  the  laity  to  join 
them  in  ministry  and  they  have 
done  so  with  much  enthusiasm. 

The  first  Louisiana  Laity  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference  held  Nov.  13  en¬ 
couraged  new  leadership.  It  was 
held  in  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Crusillo,  has  brought  a  spiritual 
awakening  to  the  church  in  Louisiana. 
Persons  who  have  attended  its  retreats 
and  have  become  a  part  of  the  move¬ 
ment,  have  brought  vigor  and  spiritual 
insight  into  their  own  churches. 

Disciple  and  other  Bible  studies 
have  encouraged  us  all  to  search  and 
to  know  the  Scriptures  as  guidance  for 
our  lives.  The  Conference’s  emphasis 
on  Vital  worship  has  made  atten¬ 
dance  at  services  moving  experiences. 

Young  persons  of  the  state  be¬ 
came  active,  vital  segments  of  the 
laity  giving  to  the  church  and  not 
just  taking  from  it,  learning  leader¬ 
ship  skills  and  participating  in  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  overall  church  as  well 
as  for  their  own  activities. 

Dr.  George  Calvin  gave  leader¬ 
ship  to  the  institutions  in  the  state 
which  care  for  children,  the  elderly 
and  others  who  cannot  care  for 
themselves.  Donations  were  taken 
at  intervals  for  them  and  individ¬ 
uals  remembered  the  UM  institu¬ 
tions  with  special  gifts. 

Rev.  Nathanial  Williams,  retired 


Congregations  emphasizing  the 
four  areas  —  Serving,  Nurturing, 
Inviting  and  Celebrating  —  have 
selected  representatives  to  attend. 

Harding  is  an  enthusiastic  moti¬ 
vator  of  pastors  and  laity. 

His  books 

He  is  known  across  the  UM 
Church  as  the  author  of  Growth 
Plus  and  as  co-author  with  Ralph 
Mohney  of  VISION  2000:  Planning 
for  Ministry  into  the  Next  Century. 
He  is  calling  the  UMC  to  tum  from 
images  of  decline  and  death  to 
“lean  forward”  in  the  positive  im¬ 
ages  of  life  and  hope. 

He  served  2 1  years  as  senior  pas¬ 
tor  and  member  of  multiple  staff 
teams.  He  served  as  Seattle  District 
Superintendent  and  has  been  elect¬ 
ed  delegate  to  General  Conference 
three  times. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Harding  says  he  is  an  avid  walk¬ 
er,  an  honorary  elder  of  the  Masai 
tribe  in  Kenya,  Africa,  and  “a 
grandfather  with  seven  brilliant, 
beautiful,  likable,  dynamic,  creative 
grandchildren.” 

Dr.  Carl  Rhodes,  North  Shore 


District  Su,  erintendent,  is  chair  of 
the  VISION  2000  committee. 

Task  Force 

Dr.  Peter  Harrington  is  chair  of 
the  Inviting  Congregation  Task 
Force  and  staff  consultants  are  Dr. 
Don  Cottrill,  executive  director, 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  Dr. 
George  Calvin,  director.  Special 
ministries/Institutional  Develop¬ 
ment. 

Members  of  the  Inviting  Task 
Force  are  Rev.  Helena  Wright  — 
Butler  of  Bunkie;  Claudia  Hathom 
and  Rev.  Randall  Campbell,  both 
of  Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles 
and  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero,  both  of  Pin- 
eville;  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  of  Bossier 
City,  and  Rev.  James  Poole,  Ruston 
District  Superintendent,  Cabinet 
representative. 

A  letter  with  pertinent  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  sent  out  to  all  local 
church  pastors  and  VISION  2000 
contact  persons  whose  names  and 
addresses  were  known. 

Local  churches  have  indicated 
the  number  to  anticipate  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Registration  will  be  held  at 
the  sites.  A  fee  of  $9  per  person  cov¬ 
ers  the  cost  of  a  manual  and  sack 
lunch. 


ethnic  clergy  donated  his  historic 
home  in  New  Orleans  to  Lafon 
Home. 

Future  looks  bright 

Inspiration,  information  and  de¬ 
termination  are  leading  us  into  the 
new  year  that  is  fast  approaching. 

Leaders  meeting  with  Bishop 
Oden  in  December,  expressed  a 
willingness  to  strike  out  on  new 
ground  and  to  take  the  church  in 
many  new  directions  to  make  it 


more  vital. 

Beginnings  have  been  made  in 
Louisiana  in  the  past  few  years.  The 
future  looks  bright. 

In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Jay  V.  Daigle,  67,  of  St. 
Amant,  pastor  of  Faithful-New  Riv¬ 
er  Charge,  died  Dec.  9. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Muriel 
Faciane  Daigle,  and  a  son,  Darren 
David  Daigle. 


This  bulletin  board  at  Frances  Asbury  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  highlights 
the  VISION  2000  emphases. 
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Ageless  promise 
belies  religion's 
'mixed  vibes' 


Mixed  vibes. 

That  may  be  about  the  most  fa¬ 
vorable  characterization  one  can 
place  on  the  state  of  organized  reli¬ 
gion  in  our  part  of  the  world  at  this 
year’s  ending. 

Disturbing  vibes  abound: 

■  The  respected  CBS  Sunday 
Morning  program  does  a  long  “cov¬ 
er  story”  on  religion  in  America 
and,  for  the  most  part,  ignores 
mainstream  Protestantism  altogeth¬ 
er.  Were  we  not  asked?  Doesn't 
anyone  know  we’re  here?  (Maybe 
not.  A  respected  pundit’s  “top  10 
religion  stories  of  1993”  likewise 
made  no  mention  of  mainstream 
Protestants!). 

■  A  United  Methodist  bishop 
publishes  his  annual  “Letter  to 
Martin”  and  tells  the  late  Dr.  King 
that  the  most  virulent  form  of  intol¬ 
erance  alive  in  America  today  is 
what  is  described  as  “Christian  rac¬ 
ism.”  He  defines  it  as  “that  expres¬ 
sion  of  racial  and  ethnic  prejudice 
found  among  church  members.” 

■  Too  many  guns  in  too  many 
hands  allow  too  many  senseless — 
for  example,  “drive  by” — shootings 
which  create  too  many  funerals, 
forcing  too  many  pastors  to  admit 
that  there’s  no  answer  to  the  inev¬ 
itable  “why?”  question  (see  related 
“FaithLine”  responses  at  right). 

But,  thank  God,  good  vibes  also 
can  be  detected: 

■  A  United  Methodist  pastor  in 
Pamu,  Estonia,  tells  how  his  congre¬ 
gation  sent  a  questionnaire  to  every 


Editorial 

mailbox  in  the  city — 15,000  copies. 
In  that  survey  form  the  citizenry  was 
asked  how  the  church’s  new  commu¬ 
nity  center  could  best  serve  the  city’s 
needs.  More  than  1,300  responses 
came  back,  many  with  “warm  en¬ 
couraging  words  wishing  we  have 
strength  to  continue.” 

■  This  newspaper  sponsors  its 
first  photography  contest,  asking 
readers  to  submit  their  favorite  pic¬ 
ture  under  the  general  heading  of 
“Images  of  Faith.”  Some  70  readers 
respond  with  more  than  100  en¬ 
tries,  and  the  judges  have  a  hard 
time  selecting  among  many  excel¬ 
lent  photographic  statements.  (For 
the  results  of  this  year’s  contest,  see 
the  special  full-page  feature  on  the 
facing  page.) 

■  A  major  national  foundation 
grants  more  than  $  100,000  to  encour¬ 
age  religious  publications  to  explore 
the  role  of  religious  faith  in  facing 
worldwide  problems  of  population, 
consumption  and  the  environment. 

Mixed  vibes?  Yes,  but  not  any 
more  so  that  one  might  expect  in  a 
world  that  is  both  fallen  yet  blessed 
by  a  God  who  so  loved  it. . . 

In  such  a  world,  at  least  one  un¬ 
mistakable  vibe  still  rings  true: 

"Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even 
to  the  end  of  the  age"  (Matthew 
28:20  KJV). 


Thanks,  God,  for  both 
endings  and  beginnings 


It’s  over,  Lord. 

Turned  in  my  office-building  key 
and  gate  pass,  closing  out  1 1  years 
on  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff. 
Thus  endeth  the  reading. 

A  quiet  ending  it  was.  Remi¬ 
nisced  for  a  few  minutes  with  UMR 
comptroller  and  long-time  colleague 
Richard  6eaty.  Talked  about  the  fu¬ 
ture.  Caring  kinds  of  stuff.  Always 
liked  Richard.  Signed  my  paychecks 
regularly.  Thank  you  for  good 
comptrollers,  Jesus. 

Sure,  I’ll  continue  to  write  from  a 
distance  and  do  odd  jobs  for  the 
guys  in  Editorial.  But  it’s  hard  to 
leave  them.  After  1 1  years  of  work¬ 
ing,  dreaming,  fighting  and  praying 
together,  bonds 
develop. 

I  liked  those 
bonds,  Lord, 
even  when  they 
chaffed.  They 
helped  make  me 
a  better  person  or 
at  least  a  tolerable 
person,  apprecia¬ 
tive  of  the  hu¬ 
manizing  tension: 
captive,  yet  free. 

Taught  me  something,  too,  about 
being  Christian,  I  suspect.  Tearing 
up  each  other's  copy  on  a  regular 
basis  and  yet  remaining  friends. 
“Hate  the  sin,  love  the  sinner” 
might  have  been  our  slogan.  We 
loved  each  other  so  much,  though, 
we  probably  overlooked  our  sins  at 
times. 

Truth  is,  this  is  a  tough  ending, 
God,  although  neither  unexpected 
nor  surprising.  Hey,  I  asked  for  it. 
But  endings  can  be  that  way.  When 


Faithfully  yours 


With  this  issue ,  the  Rev.  Stephen  L. 

Swecker  returns  to 
the  pastorate  after 
11  years  on  the  na¬ 
tional  staff  of  the 
Reporter.  His  col¬ 
leagues  wish  him 
" Godspeed "  and 
give  thanks  that  he 
will  continue  with 
a  retainer  basis. 


Richard  unlocked  the  door  to  let  me 
out  for  the  last  time  and  waved 
goodbye,  it  felt  funereal.  Final.  Part 
of  my  life  died  just  then. 

No  title.  No  po¬ 
sition.  No  power. 
I  was  history. 

Why  must  be¬ 
ginnings  require 
endings,  Jesus — 
particularly  end¬ 
ings  that  hurt? 
(Note  to  myself: 
Add  foregoing  to 
list  of  interview 
questions  I’ll  ask 
when  assigned  to 

I  drove  away  into  the  night, 
mindful  of  tears. 

It  hurts,  Lord,  to  say  goodbye  to  a 
big  chunk  of  my  past. 

But  it  feels  good  to  greet  the  fu¬ 
ture  with  its  wonder  and  its  hope. 

Thank  you,  God,  for  endings  and 
beginnings.  All  is  well. 

Well,  that  is,  as  long  as  You  are 
there. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Why  must  beginnings 
require  endings,  Jesus — 
particularly  endings  that 
hurt?  (Note  to  myself: 
Add  foregoing  to  list  of 
interview  questions  I'll 
ask  when  assigned  to 
cover  Eternity.) 

cover  Eternity). 


the  newspaper  on 


What  others  are  saying 

“There  is  something  miraculous  late  on  the  consequences  of  such  an 
about  feeding  a  few  hundred  people  act,  endlessly  repeated  in  communi- 
with  mere  leftovers  from  the  refrig-  ties  around  the  world.  Perhaps  that 
erator.  One  cannot  help  but  specu-  single  act  would  be  something  like 
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Christians 


differ  on  curbing  gun  violence 


Gunited  States  of  America 


©>99-5 


Editor’s  Note:  The  Reporter 
asked  readers  what  they’d  suggest 
as  ways  to  curb  gun  violence  in 
America.  Here  are  excerpts  from 
their  responses: 

James  A.  Harnish,  Tampa,  Fla.: 

The  dilemma  for  Christians  is  not 
simply  curbing  gun  violence.  The 
problem  is  that  we  have  aban¬ 
doned  non-violence  as  a  central 
theme  of  the  Gospel.  The  begin¬ 
ning  point  for  Christians  must  be 
a  biblically-rooted,  Christ-cen¬ 
tered,  Spirit-invigorated  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christian  pacifism  and 
non-violence  as  a  central  part  of 
our  discipleship.  Jesus  would  set¬ 
tle  for  nothing  less. 

Philip  A.  Ross,  Newkirk,  Okla.: 
[To  curb  gun  violence  we  should] 
strike  at  the  exact  cause  of  violent 
tendencies  in  our  country.  This 
means  we  tell  the  media  (movies, 
television,  news  reporting)  that  we 
do  not  condone  random  violence 
and  that  it  is  no  longer  acceptable 
to  present  violence  as  “a  matter  of 
fact”  and  a  “desirable”  part  of  our 
entertainment. 

Dan  Bell  Jr.,  Durham,  N.C.:  Our 
opposition  to  an  armed  populace, 
even  when  that  populace  is  armed 
in  self-defense,  is  based  on  the 
shape  of  the  Christian  life.  Put  in 
its  most  simple  terms,  Christ  calls 
those  who  would  be  his  disciples 
to  live  non-violently  in  the  midst 
of  a  very  violent  world. 

Ultimately  we  realize  that  ...  if 
they  remain  unpersuaded  by  the 
witness  of  the  church,  if  they  insist 
on  killing  in  self  defense,  then  we 
can  at  least  make  a  request  and 
proffer  a  promise. 

The  request:  Should  our  paths 
cross  and  you  find  me  the  object 
of  a  crime,  please  don’t  kill  on  my 
behalf.  And  the  promise:  Should 
our  paths  cross  and  I  find  you  or 
one  you  love  the  object  of  a  crime, 
I  will  do  all  I  faithfully  can  to  aid 
you,  even  at  the  risk  of  my  life. 
Christians  know  how  to  die;  we 
just  cannot  kill. 

Lonnie  D.  Brooks,  Houston,  Texas: 

You  stated  in  the  Dec.  3  editorial 
that  in  Japan  few  people  own  guns 
and  there  are  few  murders.  Why 
would  you  not  also  point  out  that 
in  Switzerland  every  household  is 
required  to  keep  a  loaded  gun,  and 
there  also  are  few  murders?  Maybe 
gun  ownership  is  not  the  whole 
problem. 


" The  dilemma  for 
Christians  is  not  simply 
curbing  gun  violence. 
The  problem  is  that  we 
have  abandoned  non¬ 
violence  as  a  central 
theme  of  the  Gospel." 


FaithLine 


Sandy  Loven,  Trappe,  Pa.:  Fifty 
years  ago  we  had  far  fewer  gun 
control  laws  and  far,  far  less  vio¬ 
lent  crime.  Why?  Because  private 
citizens  had  the  right  to  defend 
themselves  and  their  property 
with  impunity,  and  police  were 
permitted  to  enforce  the  law  vigor¬ 
ously  without  charges  of  racism. 
Control  the  criminals,  not  the 
guns. 

John  Lewis  Montgomery  III, 
Tyler,  Texas:  Gun  violence  is  a 
symptom  of  a  violent  spirit  in 
America.  I  believe  the  keys  to 
curbing  violence  are  the  creation 
of  bridges  of  community  with  the 
marginalized  who  are  dispropor¬ 
tionately  the  victims  of  violence 
and  a  witness  by  our  society 
against  violence  by  the  faithful  ex¬ 
ecution  of  violent  criminals. 

Hap  Eliason,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 

[To  curb  gun  violence  we  should] 
act  on  the  implications  given  in 
Stephen  Carter’s  book,  “The  Cul¬ 
ture  of  Disbelief.”  As  a  total  de¬ 
nomination  [we  must]  get  into 
what  Mr.  Carter  calls  the  market¬ 
place.  Reclaim  our  First  Amend¬ 
ment  heritage,  i.e.  religions 
protected  from  secular  world,  not 
vice  versa.  Also,  [we  should]  work 
to  enforce  the  plain  intention  of 
Second  Amendment:  you  can  have 
firearm(s)  only  under  auspices  of  a 
well  regulated  militia. 

Roger  Fulton,  Evergreen,  Colo.: 

When  we  convict  someone  of  a  fel¬ 
ony  involving  the  illegal  use  of  a 
handgun,  especially  in  the  slaying 
of  any  police  officer,  we  jail  the 
criminal,  forever.  Simple  as  that. 


That  way,  we  make  it  terribly  ex¬ 
pensive  for  a  criminal  to  even  pick 
up  a  gun,  and  we  also  protect  my 
rights  to  legally  own  one  for  my 
own  defense  and  that  of  my  family. 

Audrey  P.  Vollmer,  Broomall, 
Pa.:  The  only  way  to  curb  violence 
is  to  enforce  the  existing  laws  in¬ 
stead  of  allowing  our  so-called 
“justice  system”  to  make  a  mock¬ 
ery  out  of  our  criminal  system. 
There  are  no  civil  rights  for  the 
victims,  but  the  civil  rights  of  the 
criminals  are  well  taken  care  of. 
This  is  an  outrage! 

Scott  Holtzman,  Dallas,  Texas: 

Make  it  a  crime  to  possess  a  hand¬ 
gun  in  public,  (i.e.,  outstide  the 
home  or  hunting  lease),  punish¬ 
able  by  a  stiff  fine  and  reposses¬ 
sion  of  the  weapon.  I  like  Japan’s 
law  of  prohibiting  the  sale  of  guns 
to  the  public.  How  many  more 
have  to  die  before  sensible  laws 
are  enacted? 

Jack  H.  Ott,  Mancos,  Colo.:  If 
you  are  really  serious  about  vio¬ 
lence,  stop  attacking  your  members 
and  concentrate  on  hard  core  crimi¬ 
nals  that  are  the  problem.  Support 
families;  they  are  not  perfect  but  are 
better  than  any  other  alternatives. 
There  is  no  terror  greater  than  a 
government  that  turns  against  its 
people.  The  justice  system  has 
failed.  People  are  living  in  fear  and 
will  protect  themselves  in  any  way 
that  they  can. 

Tom  L.  Cheatham,  Thomaston, 
Texas:  Positive  suggestions  [to 
curb  gun  violence]:  Spend  time 
with  your  children,  teach  them 
right  from  wrong  by  example  and 
instruction.  Teach  your  children 
that  violent  TV  programs  and  lit¬ 
erature  don’t  portray  acceptable 


"When  we  convict 
someone  of  a  felony 
involving  the  illegal  use 
of  a  handgun,  especially 
in  the  slaying  of  any 
police  officer,  we  jail 
the  criminal,  forever. 
Simple  as  that." 


behavior.  Insist  that  felons  not  live 
better  than  the  working  poor  and 
do  hard  work  while  they  are  in 
prison. 

Theresa  T.  and  G.  Timothy  Mor¬ 
rison,  Fayetteville,  Tenn.:  Get  seri¬ 
ous  on  Jesus.  Protect  your  family 
with  all  available  resources  (Bible, 
sword  or  gun  if  necessary).  Fight 
for  your  Christian  beliefs  and  con¬ 
stitutionally  guaranteed  rights  as  a 
U.S.  citizen.  Ensure  the  peace  by 
being  prepared  for  war.  “Put  on 
the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  stand  against  the 
wiles  of  the  devil”  (Ephesians  6:1 1 
NKJV). 

David  I.  Meyer,  Newfoundland, 
Pa.:  Until  we  stop  letting  criminals 
get  away  with  things,  nothing  is 
going  to  change.  “An  eye  for  an 
eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth”  (Exodus 
21:24  and  Matthew  5:38).  Pay¬ 
ment  on  the  criminals’  debt  to  so¬ 
ciety  will  finally  stop  it. 

Roger  Williams,  Nocona,  Texas: 
Claiming  to  know  how  Jesus 
would  address  a  societal  problem 
not  mentioned  in  the  Gospels  has 
always  been  the  forte  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  demagogue,  e.g.  “Would  Je¬ 
sus  perform  an  abortion?”  I  am 
disappointed  with  the  shallowness 
of  your  gun  control  editorial. 


Pastor  defends  Sheltering 
Congregation's  ministry 


Alice  Crowley’s  letter  to  the  editor 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  3)  misunderstands 
the  Sheltering  Congregation  Program 
for  women  in  crisis  pregnancies. 

As  the  pastor  of  the  church  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  article,  I  wish  to  say  that 
we  do  not  “only  promote  adoption  as 
the  main  solution  and  neglect  the 
other  areas  of  humanitarian  need.” 

We  are  a  resource  directing  these 
hurting  women  (and  men)  to  places 
where  many  forms  of  help  are  avail¬ 
able  to  those  who  wish  to  carry  the 
children  to  term.  Our  intent  is  to  be 
caring  resource  people  who  will  Iis- 


the  leaven  of  which  Christ  spoke.” 

— Jeff  Dietrich,  writing  in  “The 
Other  Side”  magazine. 

*  *  * 
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Letter  to 
the  Editor 

ten,  hold  a  hand,  and  pray  for  those 
in  a  crisis  pregnancy. 

It’s  true  there  are  many  other 
things  that  need  to  be  done  in  ad¬ 
dressing  the  problem  of  crisis  preg¬ 
nancies.  We  decided  to  do  one 
thing.  We  just  got  tired  of  talking 
about  it.  Mark  R.  Martin 

Destrehan,  Louisiana 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“  ‘Where  is  the  child  who  has  been 
bom  king  of  the  Jews?  For  we  ob¬ 
served  his  star  at  its  rising,  and  have 
come  to  pay  him  homage.’  ”(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Luke  2:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  2 
Christmas  tide 
Sunday:  Jeremiah  31:7-9 
Monday:  Jeremiah  31:10-14 
Tuesday.- Psalms  147:12-15 
Wednesday:  Psalms  147:16-20 
Thursday:  Ephesians  1:3-10 
Friday:  Ephesians  1:11-14 
Saturday:  John  1:10-18 


Plan  now  for  1994! 


•  • +-•  •  •  •  •  • 

Disciple 

Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study 

#Disciple  Bible  studies  are  specifically  designed  to  develop  strong  Christian  leaders 
through  regular  in-depth  study  of  Scripture,  or  in  the  words  of  Ephesians  4:12,  "to 
equip  the  saints  for  the  work  of  ministry,  for  building  up  the  body  of  Christ." 

^Participants  gain  an  overview  of  the  Bible  that  will  launch  them  into  lifelong  study  of 
God’s  Word. 

^To  register  for  a  training  seminar,  or  for  more  information,  call  toll  free  1-800-672-1789, 
fax  anytime  1-615-749-6049,  or  write:  Cokesbury  Seminars,  Attn:  Wini  Grizzle,  P.O.  Box 


January  13-15 . 

. Dallas,  TX 

June  16-18 . 

. San  Antonio,  TX 

January  20-22 . 

. Louisville.  KY 

June  23-25 . 

July  7-9 . 

July  7-9 . 

July  14-16 . 

March  17-19 . 

. Bedford,  NH 

July  19-21 . 

July  21-23 . 

. Indianapolis,  IN 

April  14-16 . 

. Springfield.  IL 

July  28-30 . 

May  12-14 . 

June  16-18 . 

y  Cokesbury 
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Second  Place 


Bob  Scott 

Tarpley,  Texas 

Bandera  United  Methodist  Church 

"  'Love  is  patient  and  kind  . . .'  Resting  in  the  hands 
of  love,  following  an  exhausting  effort  to  escape 
the  greenhouse.  With  the  click  of  the  shutter,  the 
hummingbird  flew  to  freedom." 


UMR  readers 
responded  to  an 
invitation  to  submit 
entries  to  the  "Images 
of  Faith"  Photo 
Contest  by  submitting 
more  than  100  photos. 
The  purpose  of  the 
contest  was  to 
showcase  the  best  of 
church-  and  faith- 
related  photography. 
Photos  shown  on  this 
page  were  judged  by 
UMR  editors  to  be  the 
best  received. 


Elizabeth  S.  Pilkey 

Lockport,  New  York 

Emmanuel  United  Methodist  Church 

"Communion  in  the  Park" 


Chuck  Hilgeman 

Eureka,  California 

Eureka  United  Methodist  Church 

"Opening  candlelight  campfire  at  Christian 
Learning  Community  Camp  in  the  heart  of 
the  redwood  country  of  Northern  California." 


Julianna  Mahoney 

Sarasota,  Florida 

St.Johns  United  Methodist  Church 

"Megan  Mahoney  was  praying  before  eating  her 
breakfast.  She  was  19  months  old." 


Ronald  Bretsch 

Norwood,  New  York 
Norwood  United  Methodist 
Church 

"My  Brother"  taken  in  the 
middle  of  old  wooden-plank 
suspension  footbridge  at 
Butwal,  Nepal. 


Honorable  Mention 

Linda  Schluer 

Sugar  Grove,  Ohio 
Sugar  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church 

"This  photograph  shows  Tim 
Woodard  on  scaffold, 
painting  the  walls  of  the 
auditorium  at  the  Kavanaugh 
Life  Enrichment  Center  in 
Crestwood,  Ky." 


Honorable  Mention 


Honorable  Mention 


Third  Place 


First  Place 
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COMMENTS  OF  CONCERN:  The 

Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  coordinator  of  United 
Methodist  missions  in  Rus¬ 
sia,  says  that  Russia's  re¬ 
cent  parliamentary 
elections  are  not  “cause  for 
concern”  for  church  offi¬ 
cials.  Dr.  Weaver  said  that 
Liberal  Democratic  Party 
leader  Vladimir  Zhirin¬ 
ovsky  is  openly  racist  and 
Ruediger  Minor  blames  Germans  for  many 
of  his  nation’s  problems.  However,  Dr. 

Weaver  added,  Mr.  Zhirinovsky  may  be  saying 
what  Russians  want  to  hear.  “What  elected 
him  was  the  sheer  desperation  of  people  who 
wanted  relief  from  the  pressures  of  inflation,” 
he  said.  Meanwhile  church  leaders  are  alert  for 
ongoing  anti-German  sentiment  in  Russia,  in 
part  because  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  episcopal  leader  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States,  is  German. 


TWO  PASTORS  SUSPENDED:  The 

Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  has  suspended  two  Denver 
pastors  for  sexual  misconduct.  Appointments 
of  the  Revs.  Wesley  Kendall  and  Duane  Wil- 
terdink  to  1,700-member  St.  Andrew  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Littleton  will  be  termi¬ 
nated  at  the  end  of  their  suspension,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Ed  Paup,  assistant  to  Bishop  Mary 
Ann  Swenson  (Denver  Area).  The  suspended 
clergymen  then  will  be  placed  on  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  for  an  indefinite  period  during  which 
they  will  undergo  a  rehabilitation  program.  If 
the  rehabilitation  is  successful,  the  two  may  re¬ 
apply  for  active  status,  Mr.  Paup  said. 

BOYCOTT  SUSPENDED:  The  boycott 

of  Colorado  that  threatened  relocation  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  1996  top  legislative 
assembly  was  suspended  Dec.  15,  the  day  after 
the  state’s  controversial  Amendment  2  was 
struck  down  as  unconstitutional.  Denver  was  cho¬ 
sen  in  late  1991  as  the  General  Conference  site.  Its 
selection  was  reaffirmed  in  June  1 993  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  the  General  Conference. 


ELECTED:  A  United  Methodist  clergyman, 
the  Rev.  DeWayne  S.  Woodring  of  Indianapo¬ 
lis,  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Liaison  Council.  The  council  represents  a 
broad  range  of  associations  in  the  convention 
and  travel  industry.  Mr.  Woodring  was  busi¬ 
ness  manager  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Conference  for  20  years  be¬ 
fore  resigning  this  past  summer  to  serve  full 
time  as  head  of  the  Religious  Conference  Man¬ 
agement  Association. 


Faith  at  work 
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Flood  giving  nears  $9  million 


By  DENISE  J.  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Eleven  United  Methodist 
churches  had  given  $10,000  or 
more  to  Midwest  Flood  re¬ 
sponse  through  the  Advance — 
the  denomination’s  second-mile 
giving  program — as  of  Nov.  30. 

Eighty-three  additional 
churches  had  given  $5,000  or 
more  to  the  same  emergency 
fund  through  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief. 

With  UMCOR  Advance  gifts 
from  November  still  being  tal¬ 
lied  and  with  special  Christmas 
offerings  yet  to  be  counted,  the 
Midwest  Flood  Fund  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  top  $9  million,  said  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Lutgen,  UM¬ 
COR  chief  executive. 


To  contribute  to  United 
Methodist  flood  relief  efforts, 
mark  gifts  to  UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  901690-5. 

This  means  that  for  two  years 
in  a  row.  United  Methodists 
have  given  at  least  $10  million 
for  disaster  relief.  One  year  ago 
the  principal  cause  was  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew. 

“For  a  church  to  be  able  to  do 
that  type  of  giving,  it’s  just 
great,"  said  Dr.  Lutgen. 

Maroa  (Ill.)  United  Methodist 
Church  was  among  churches 
that  gave  $10,000  for  flood  re¬ 
lief  effort.  The  323-member 
church  is  in  the  church’s  Central 
Illinois  Annual  Conference — 
smack  in  the  middle  of  the 


flooded  heartland. 

The  Rev.  John  Salzman  told 
the  Reporter  that  he  is  still 
amazed  that  the  church  raised 
so  much  money,  since  the  com¬ 
munity  morale  was  “pretty  low” 
following  days  of  working  on 
sandbag  crews. 

However,  a  member  came 
up  with  the  idea  of  an  outdpor 
drama  to  energize  the  1,500- 
population  community  during 
July  4,  with  proceeds  going  to 
flood  victims. 

A  command  performance 
later  in  the  summer  turned  the 
production  into  a  town  effort. 
Soon,  $9,100  was  raised  from 
the  play;  the  church  donated 
the  balance.  The  members 
then  decided  that  the  money 
should  be  given  to  UMCOR. 


By  DENISE  |.  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Big  checks  weren’t  the  only 
large  gifts  sent  to  the  Midwest 
in  1993  from  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Officials  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  said  flood  victims  re¬ 
ceived  “tremendous  resources 
of  time,  talent  and  gifts.” 

“As  we  emphasize  the  spirit 
of  giving,  we  also  want  people 
to  know  how  their  material 
donations  and  volunteer  ser¬ 
vices  have  been  appreciated,” 
said  Rena  Yocum,  head  of  the 
mission  education  and  culti¬ 
vation  unit.  * 

“We’ve  got  hundreds  of  sto¬ 
ries  to  tell  about  other  ways 
the  church  responded  to  the 
Midwest  flooding.” 

For  example: 

•Work  teams  representing 
nearly  every  region  of  the  U.S. 
church  have  been  to  Iowa  and 
Missouri  this  year.  Iowa  had 
nearly  100  work  teams  be¬ 
tween  July  and  November, 


Scenes  like  this  of  deluged 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  spurred 
United  Methodists  to  give 
freely  to  aid  flood  victims. 

Missouri  nearly  400. 

•  In  the  flooded  town  of 
Richmond,  Mo.,  one  of  the 
first  volunteers-in-mission 
teams  came  from  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Indian  Missionary  Confer¬ 


ence — a  conference  that  itself 
receives  mission  support. 

•Churches  still  recovering 
from  Hurricane  Andrew  re¬ 
sponded  quickly  to  United 
Methodists  in  the  Midwest. 
For  instance,  bottled  water 
from  Lafayette,  La.,  was  sent 
to  Des  Moines  within  one 
week  of  the  floods. 

•In  honor  of  Willa  Rick¬ 
man’s  80th  birthday,  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Joplin,  Mo.,  asked  friends  and 
relatives  on  Aug.  8  to  collect 
$  1  for  each  year  of  her  faithful 
life  to  mission.  The  church 
collected  $  1 80,  and  Mrs.  Rick¬ 
man  designated  the  gift  to 
Midwest  Flood  relief. 

•  In  Columbus,  Ohio,  6-year- 
old  Andy  Smoot  made  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  a  $1  bill  and  a  $1 
Wendy’s  food  certificate  which 
ended  up  worth  much  more. 

It  started  when  his  mother, 
Karen,  sent  his  gifts  through 
Reynoldstown  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Columbus  for 
forwarding  to  the  conference 
treasurer. 


Church  members'  'time,  talent  and 
gifts'  boosted  relief  to  flood  victims 


Disaster  Dollars 


When  flood  waters  rose  in 
1993,  United  Methodist 
churches  from  all  over 
the  country  responded. 

The  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  reports 
that  11  churches  gave 
more  than  $10,000  each  for 
relief.  They  are  listed  below. 
An  additional  83  congre¬ 
gations  gave  more  than 
$5,000  each.  Regardless  of 
the  dollar  amount,  the  board 
says  that  every  dollar  and 
every  material  gift  is 
appreciated. 


s/'  First  UMC,  Chaatertown,  Md. 

sf  Lakevlaw  UMC,  Sun  City,  Ariz, 

It  /  Hot  Springs  Villaga  UMC, 
•  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

\/  First  UMC,  Laksland,  Fla. 

./  Rsvsills  UMC, 

▼  Richmond,  Vs. 

/  Qrova  UMC, 

V  Wast  Chaatar,  Psnn. 

First  UMC,  Colorado 
T  Springs,  Colo. 

.  /  Bathlahsm  UMC, 
y  Waxhaw,  N.C. 


UMC, 

Payns,  Ala. 


Since  the  West  Ohio  confer¬ 
ence  could  not  deposit  the  gift 
certificate,  staff  members  held 
a  silent  auction  for  it  with  the 
highest  bidder  invited  to  lunch 
at  the  city’s  original  Wendy’s 
restaurant. 

The  winning  bid  totaled 
$500. 


Images  of 
'93:  Help 
and  hope 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  entering  the 
new  year  carry  1993  images  of 
neighbors  helping  neighbors  in  the 
muddy  aftermath  of  floods  in  the 
U.S.  Midwest  and  of  new  hopes 
for  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

Top  news  stories  about  United 
Methodists  in  church  and  public 
media  during  1993  included: 

■  Summer  rain  and  flood 
damage  in  the  U.S.  Midwest  dis¬ 
placed  thousands,  and  United 
Methodists  had  raised  $7.9  mil¬ 
lion  by  Nov.  30  for  immediate 
and  long-range  assistance  (see  re¬ 
lated  stories  at  left). 

■  Members  celebrated  25th 
anniversaries  of  union  between 
the  former  Methodist  and  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  churches 
and  the  end  to  sanctioned  racial 
segregation  in  the  denomination. 

■  Christians  around  the  world 
welcomed  a  first-step  peace  accord 
signed  by  Israeli  and  Palestinian 
leaders  and  plans  for  South  Afri¬ 
ca’s  first  democratic  election. 

■  In  a  nationally  televised  trial, 
a  former  United  Methodist  pastor 
was  acquitted  of  charges  that  he 
tried  to  strangle  his  wife  in  1987. 

■  U.S.  urban  concerns  moved 
to  the  top  of  many  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agendas  as  the  denomination 
launched  an  effort  to  build  model 
“shalom  zones”  in  Los  Angeles 
and  other  metropolitan  areas. 

■  In  Waco,  Texas,  children  of 
David  Koresh’s  Branch  Davidian 
compound  found  safety  and  com¬ 
fort  at  a  United  Methodist  chil¬ 
dren’s  home  after  their  parents 
died  in  the  fire  that  ended  an 
armed  confrontation  between  fed¬ 
eral  officers  and  cult  members. 

■  The  church  continued  out¬ 
reach  to  people  in  the  former  So¬ 
viet  Union,  building  new 
congregations,  establishing  sister- 
church  relationships  with  exist¬ 
ing  churches  and  offering  medi¬ 
cal  assistance  to  understaffed, 
underfunded  hospitals. 


“FOOD  FOR  THOUGHT” 

More  than  a  500  recipe  cookbook  on  washable  papar,  it  is  a  work  of  art  and  a  labor  of  love.  40 
designs  in  color  painted  by  Ruth  Little.  Partial  profits  shared  with  3  charities.  40%  discount  on  12 
or  more  copies.  An  Idaal  fund  raising  project  for  church  groups  or  clubs.  ($5.18 
profit  per  book).  A  lovely  gift  for  any  occasion.  Write  or  call  for  an  autographed  copy. 
Orders  filled  same  day  received.  *13.95  tas  included,  postage  and  handling  $2.50. 

Ruth  Little,  2255  34th  Street 

Lubbock,  Texas  79411.  Phone  (806)  744-5162. 

CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.13  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  $28.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $  1 5  additional  plus  add  $9.20 
for  8  words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  informa¬ 
tion  we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  planning  to 
retire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs,  Arkan¬ 
sas  area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time  work 
with  “Care  Ministry"  and  "Education  Ministry?" 

If  so,  please  send  your  inquiry  and/or  resume  to: 
Christ  of  the  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  700 
Balearic  Road  #43,  Hot  Springs  Village,  AR 

ASSISTANT  BUSINESS  MANAGER  Ml-time, 
large  church,  Dallas.  Experience  with  Shelby  soft¬ 
ware  preferred.  Send  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  UMR,  Box  660275,  Dept.  H,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 

71909,  Attn:  R.T.  Jarrell. 

YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

1 300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  avail¬ 
able  January  1 .  Negotiable  salary/job  description. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  MUSIC 
Ministry  wanted  for  a  1000-member  congrega¬ 
tion  in  East  Texas.  Needs  to  have  experience  in 
youth  and  children’s  ministries  and  the  ability  to 
direct  the  chancel  choir.  Salary  will  be  negotiated 
according  to  experience  level.  Send  resumes  to: 
Rev.  Richard  Hume,  Hardy  Memorial  UMC, 
1401  W.  7th  St.,  Texarkana,  TX  75501. 

Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938- 
6622. 

STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME 

Director  of  Christian  Education.  Louisville  First 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  to  fill  the 
above  position.  Interested  persons  should  con¬ 
tact:  Grady  Bailey,  Jr„  Pastor,  at  (601)  773-8064 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seeking 
full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing  youth 
program  in  church  of  2200  members.  Contact: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer 
628,  Lake  Jackson.  TX  77566.  (409)  297-3046. 

(office)  or  (601)  Y73-5539  (home)  or  may  wnte 
Rev.  Bailey  at:  Post  Office  Box  523,  Louisville, 
MS  39339. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S/YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries.  2800-member  downtown  church  seek- 
ing  a  voung  adult  for  ministry  to  children  and 
their  families.  Must  have  a  degree  in  Christian 
education  with  some  experience,  preferably  in  a 
large  church.  Send  resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson, 
First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanoo¬ 
ga,  TN  37401. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  YOUTH  Ministries  to 
assume  and  expand  program  (80  +  active  JR  and 
SR  high  youth)  of  multi-staff,  2500-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Strong  youth  councii/adult  sponsors, 
summer  intern.  Experience  preferred.  Salary  and 
benefits  based  on  experience  and  education.  Call 
or  write  for  application/job  description:  Search 
Committee,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  707,  Long¬ 
view,  TX  75606.  (903)  753-4463. 

A  MENTION  PASTORS:  $  1 6,000  or  more  could 
be  donated  to  your  church  if  you  sell  400  Chris¬ 
tian  publications  in  one  montn!  Welstar  Publica- 
lions:  (212)  928-7528. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Church -related  com¬ 
munity  center  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  seeking  Exec¬ 
utive  Director  to  plan,  direct  and  coordinate: 
development  and  administration  of  all  programs 
and  servicer  development  and  management  of 
personnel,  finances,  property  maintenance  and 
fund  raising.  Qualifications:  undergraduate  de¬ 
gree  in  social  sciences  or  business  management 
preferred;  experience  in  personnel  management, 
budget  control  and  fund  raising;  excellent  com¬ 
munication  skills:  bilingual  in  Spanish  and  En¬ 
glish  preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  calf  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38.  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

by  February  1 5,  1 994  to;  Search  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  45095,  Phoenix,  A Z  85064-5095. 

YOUTH/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  800- 
member  suburban  congregation.  Seeking  spiri¬ 
tually  mature  individual  with  these  qualities: 
evangelical,  self-motivated,  creative,  ability  to  or¬ 
ganize,  works  well  with  various  age  groups,  and 
understands  the  dynamics  of  growtn.  Resumes  to: 
MUton  Lewis,  Northern  Hills  UMC,  14207  Hig¬ 
gins  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  782 1 7. 

PROJECT  ARCHIVIST.  TWELVE  MONTH  po¬ 
sition,  $20,000  plus  benefits.  Contact:  Personnel 
Officer,  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  P.O.  Box  127,  Madison.  NJ  07940.  (201) 
822-2787.  Application  deadline  January  1 5, 
1994. 

Black  churches  mark  heritage  of  moral  values  in  Kwanzaa 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

As  local  churches  wound  down 
Christmas  celebrations  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  26,  many  black  churches  be¬ 
gan  another  round  of  activities  with 
the  celebration  of  Kwanzaa. 

“Kwanzaa”  is  a  week-long  (Dec. 
26-Jan.  1)  Afrocentric  celebration 
that  culminates  one  year  and  begins 
another.  It  comes  from  the  East  Af¬ 


rican,  Ki-swahili  phrase  “Marunda 
Ya  Kwanza”  which  means  “first 
fruits.” 

Started  in  1960s 

The  program  was  started  by  black 
activist  Maulana  Karenga  of  San 
Diego  in  the  late  1960s.  Dr.  Kar¬ 
enga  said  the  Kwanzaa  holiday  was 
created  to  reaffirm  and  restore  Afri¬ 
can  heritage  in  the  black  communi¬ 


ty  and  to  remind  blacks  to  thank  the 
creator  for  the  blessing  of  food  for 
the  year.  Today,  Kwanzaa  is  cele¬ 
brated  by  at  least  1 3  million  Ameri¬ 
cans  across  the  country. 

Using  the  Kwanzaa  “kinara”  or 
candleholder  as  the  centerpiece,  a 
red,  black  or  green  candle  is  lit  to 
represent  each  Kwanzaa  principle: 

•/  Umoja  (unity) 


✓  Kujichagulia  (self-determina¬ 
tion) 

•f  Umjia  (collective  work  and  re¬ 
sponsibility) 

■f  Ujamaa  (cooperative  econom¬ 
ics) 

/  Nia  (purpose) 

/  Kuumba  (creativity) 

/  Imani  (faith) 

The  candleholder  is  placed  on  a 


straw  mat  (mkeka),  on  African 
cloth.  Surrounding  the  candleholder 
are  other  Kwanzaa  symbols  such  as 
fresh  vegetables  and  fruit  (mazoa) 
representing  a  good  harvest  and  the 
fruits  of  labor;  dried  com  represent¬ 
ing  the  offspring  of  the  household; 
and  a  cup  with  honey,  vinegar  and 
salt,  representing  the  nature  of  life. 

In  many  families,  parents  also 
give  homemade  gifts  to  their  chil- 


DALLAS— The  Rev.  Mit- 
tie  Imani  Jordan,  assis¬ 
tant  pastor  of  St.  Luke 
“Community"  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  and  her  son, 
Derrick,  light  candles  in 
the  Kwanzaa  kinara 
(candleholder).  Kwan¬ 
zaa  is  an  Afrocentric 
celebration  of  seven  ba¬ 
sic  principles  for  every¬ 
day  living.  Ms.  Jordan, 
also  director  of  the 
South  Dallas  Cultural 
Center,  has  led  Kwan¬ 
zaa  celebrations  in  vari¬ 
ous  cities  for  25  years. 
She  says  it  is  important 
for  Christians  to  begin 
the  new  year  by  observ¬ 
ing  the  seventh  Kwan¬ 
zaa  principle,  “imani," 
which  means  faith  (see 
accompanying  story). 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO 
SV  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


dren  in  recognition  for  work  com¬ 
pleted  or  responsibilities  fulfilled 
during  the  year. 

The  Rev.  M.  Andrew  Robinson- 
Gaither,  pastor  of  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles, 
is  one  of  many  black  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  celebrate  Kwanzaa  in  a 
church  setting. 

Moral  values 

He  says  the  seven  principles  of 
Kwanzaa — also  know  as  the  Nguzo 
Saba — are  a  “minimum  moral  val¬ 
ue  system  African-Americans  need 
to  survive  as  a  community.” 

“For  me,  the  seven  principles  of 
Kwanzaa  fit  right  in  with  my  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment,”  says  Mr.  Robin- 
son-Gaither,  “These  principles  are 
also  universal  in  nature,  so  it  is  easy 
for  the  church  to  embrace  them.  In 
fact,  the  church  was  struggling  with 
making  those  principles  alive  before 
there  was  a  Kwanzaa.” 

Even  though  other  kinds  of  set¬ 
tings  like  community  centers  and 
schools  are  used  for  Kwanzaa  pro¬ 
grams  across  the  country,  at  Faith 
church,  Kwanzaa  has  become  an  in¬ 
terfaith  celebration  that  crosses  all 
social  and  political  structures  in  a 
portion  of  Los  Angeles’  black  com¬ 
munity. 

An  added  dimension  to  Faith’s 
Kwanzaa  celebration,  however,  is 
inclusion  of  a  separate  Christ  can¬ 
dle  which  bums  during  each  Kwan¬ 
zaa  service. 

“This  symbolizes  Jesus’  presence 
in  all  we  do,”  said  Mr.  Robinson- 
Gaither. 

At  Faith  church,  the  week-long 
Kwanzaa  program  takes  the  form  of 
seven  worship  services,  similar  to 
services  held  on  Good  Friday  in¬ 
volving  the  “seven  last  words  of 
Christ."  For  seven  nights  a  different 
minister  representing  a  different  de¬ 
nomination  and/or  faith  presents 
the  word  of  God  in  relation  to  the 
seven  Kwanzaa  principles. 
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